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Station move from 
Howard to MoPac 
worries residents 

continued on |16

Since the MetroRail and the 
All Systems Go program were 
approved by voters in 2004, 
Capital Metro has shown three 
north Austin rail stations on 
their maps, dubbed Lakeline, 
Burnet and Howard. Although 
Capital Metro had gener-
ally decided on the location of 
each, they had not settled on 
the exact site or design. 

Robinson Ranch, 6,000-
acres bordered by Parmer Lane 
and MoPac and bisected by the 
rail, had long been considered 
for the Howard stop.  

Capital Metro was already 
building an overpass on Robin-
son Ranch to allow the Metro-
Rail to cross over the Union 
Pacific rail line, and in 2003, 
Envision Central Texas con-
ducted a study complete with 
site plans and renderings for 
Robinson Ranch’s possibility 
as a transit-oriented develop-
ment.

This summer, however, Cap-
ital Metro reached a stalemate 
in negotiations with Robinson 
Ranch for the rail station site. 
In June, Capital Metro began 
drawing up a new plan located 
not along Howard Lane, but in-
stead along MoPac and McNeil 
Drive near the Hidden Estates 
neighborhood and accessible 
from the Scofield Ridge exit. 

Residents of the secluded 
neighborhood met July 31 with 
Capital Metro representatives 
to voice their concerns that the 
location of the station could 
significantly affect the traffic 
around their area.

“Our options with Robin-
son Ranch have been exhaust-

The 78759 ZIP code has at least 47 of the 
city’s innovative tech companies, more than 
double any other ZIP code in Austin — and 
the tech force keeps coming. 

Dave Porter, senior vice president of eco-
nomic development with the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce, knows the secret to 
the area’s appeal.

“First and foremost is the availability of a 
skilled workforce,” he said.

He points to the recent developments 
with PayPal Data Services, Inc. and Borland 
Software Corp., both California companies 
that decided to expand to Austin, whose 
representatives praise the large selection of 
potential employees the city offers.
Talent base

“The main attraction was the pool of peo-
ple we could dip into,” PayPal spokeswoman 

Amanda Pires said. “There was a well-educat-
ed workforce of technology people.”

PayPal made the announcement July 11 
that it would open a technology development 
center, which would focus on research, engi-
neering and Web development.

An online payment program owned by e-
Bay, PayPal will hire around 300 local tech-
nical professionals using 37,500 sq. ft. of the 
Freescale Seminconductor Inc. building on 
Parmer Lane with plans to eventually fill 
75,000 sq. ft.

Pete Morowski, senior vice president for 
products at Borland Software, said a three-
fold blend of local talent, ease of doing busi-
ness in Austin and cheaper cost of living 
drew the company to move its headquarters 
to Steck Avenue and MoPac. However, Mo-

With urban development comes urban 
problems. A record-setting month of ho-
micides in the city, several in the north 
Austin area, have increased police and 
community attention on crime in this 
region of the city. 

“The main change I’ve seen has been 
in the demographics, but the amount 
of crime has been pretty consistent,” 
Austin Police Department’s  Lt. Randy 
Pasley said. “Many people are under the 
impression we’re doing some big initia-
tives because there’s an increase in crime, 
but really we have had significant crime 
problems in some of these areas for a long 
time. We’re just at the point now where 
we’re taking a hard look at the situation 
and looking for ways to address it.” 

The Northwest Austin area is divided 
by three police area commands, the 
Northwest, the North Central and the 

Northeast. Within these command regions, 
there are smaller district divisions.

For the past seven years, Pasley has worked 
with north Austin neighborhood associations 
to tackle crime in the area as head of the Aus-
tin Police Department’s north substation. 

At monthly neighborhood commander’s 
forums, he visited with community members 
about the issues they were seeing, but fre-
quently the meetings were unorganized and 
he felt little was getting done to mend north 
Austin problems.

In May, Pasley went for a more holistic so-
lution to the problem by forming the North 
Austin Coalition of Neighborhoods, designed 
to bring together all the northern neighbor-
hood association leaders.

“The coalition allows us to address things 
as a group and to have a bigger voice,” said 
Anthony Williams, president of the North 
Austin Civic Association and a member of 
NACN. “We’re battling inner city issues and 
trying to fight becoming another inner city 
story. We welcome the growth and urban-
ization, but we’re wary of the problems that 
come with being an urban area.”

NACN made its presence known Aug 3, 

by Rachel youens

metrorail update
august Commander’s Forum:

 What to do:
digitally photograph the •	
tag and collect spray 
can evidence
call 311 and specifically •	
ask for a police report
email photos and •	
information to Det. 
Bartles at Kevin.Bartles@
ci.austin.tx.us

Graffiti
The 78757, 58 and 59 ZIP 
codes rank highest in the 
city for graffiti reports in July. 
Although a call to Austin’s 311 
will generally have the city 
covering the graffiti within 48 
to 72 hours, the city will not 
make a report to the police.

Pedestrian Safety Initiative
It is not illegal to panhandle on 
curbs and medians, but the two-
month-old Pedestrian 
Safety Initiative targets the 
homeless crossing roadways 
to collect money, camping and 
public intoxication.

Vehicle Burglary
Most of North Austin’s vehicle 
burglaries occur in areas with 
large congregations of cars, 
such as retail parking lots, parks 
and trails.

What to do:
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A concentration of high tech companies are located in 
Northwest Austin. More than 16,000 people work in high tech 
businesses in the 78727, 78729, 78750 and 78759 ZIP Codes.

—  Northwest Austin

At the Covenant United Methodist 
Church off Duval, area police, 
including Officer Mike Dunn, 
pictured, addressed these issues:

park in well-lit areas•	
remove valuables•	
call 311 to report the •	
break-in

avoid giving money; •	
instead give to 
organizations that serve 
the homeless

Number of 
high tech 
businesses

47

Source: The Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce
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Sixth-grade students at Murchison Middle School are 

no longer sharing the hallways with older students. �e 

school was the �rst in Austin ISD to host a sixth grade 

center last year, where students attend most classes away 

from the other grades on the campus.�e result is an 

easier transition to middle school.

Sixth-grade classes are in portable buildings, and 

students only go to the main building to take science and 

elective classes or go to their lockers.

 “�e whole middle school concept is based around 

teams and around the grade levels, and if we were able 

to get all of the same grade levels together, it provided 

a comfort zone for those kids because they know each 

other,” said Principal Kimiko Cartwright. “Also, we were 

able to get our teachers around the same area. We were 

able to provide a small community within this huge 

school of 1,200.”

Sixth graders are on a di�erent bell schedule from the 

rest of the school, with eight periods and tend to keep in 

the same group of portables throughout the day. 

“We wanted to schedule language arts for two periods, 

but the positive o�shoot of that is that when they transi-

tion to classes, the seventh and eighth graders are not 

transitioning at that time,” Cartwright said. “When you 

are a sixth grader, it can be a little scary to be outside, 

especially at a school our size. �is way they aren’t all 

outside [together].” 

With the success of the center at Murchison, the district 

has decided to try a similar program in schools on the 

east side of Austin, including Webb, Dobie, Pearce, Keal-

ing and Garcia.

“[Murchison] became my model and now I’m doing 

it in �ve of my needy schools, because I think that’s the 

model we should use,” Dr. Pat Forgione, AISD superin-

tendent, said. “Austin used to have a sixth grade center 

where they take you out of all the schools and then you 

go on to junior high. We can’t a�ord it anymore. We have 

our elementary schools pre-k to ��h and now we have 

middle schools six to eight, but that doesn’t mean you 

can’t take a wing and make it a sixth grade 

center. �at’s what worked so 

Formerly located at Johnston High, 

the LASA advanced academic 

program moved to LBJ in 2002. The 

curriculum, written by the school’s 

teachers speci�cally for LASA students, 

rigorously covers all the core subjects 

and is designed for those who are 

looking to be accepted into highly 

selective colleges. Applications 

are accepted from freshmen and 

sophomores in January, and students 

must take a placement exam.

Example courses: Medical 

Microbiology, Multivariable Calculus

More info: www.lbjhs.net/lasa

Students at this four-year program 

can choose to major in music, visual 

arts, dance or theater arts, and 

although technically a “school within 

a school,” all of McCallum’s students 

interact in similar classes. To apply, 

eighth grade students must present 

a portfolio or an audition and o�er 

letters of reference. In 2005 Newsweek 

magazine ranked the academy within 

the nation’s top three percent for 

American high schools. 

Example courses: Computer 

Animation, Art History

More info: www.austinschools.org/

campus/mccallum/�ne_arts/

Students from all over Austin apply 

to this liberal arts, math and science 

magnet school. Kealing focuses on the 

role of technology in education and 

student-led research. Students apply 

with a questionnaire from a parent, 

examples of work, grades and a self 

evaluation. Kealing has taken state 

awards in science, math and chess.

Example courses: Forensic Science, 

Programming in Java, Comic Books as 

Literature

More info: www.austinisd.org/schools/

website.phtml?id=028

Accepting high school students from 

both AISD and the Texas School for the 

Deaf, the Institute o�ers a two-year 

program with a paid summer internship 

that prepares students for jobs in the 

culinary and hospitality �elds. Students 

can earn college credit in many of the 

courses, and students in the hospitality 

program spend several days a week 

at local hotels getting hands-on 

experience.

Example courses: Food Production, 

Management & Service, Travel and 

Tourism Marketing

More info: www.austinisd.org/schools/

website.phtml?id=023

Created in 2003 with the help of St. 

David’s, Seton, ACC, Travis County 

Medical Society and the University of 

Texas, the institute allows AISD students 

to study to become medical, lab and 

pharmacy technicians or nurses. Soon, 

the school will o�er pre med, dental, 

pharmacy and vetrinary. Students can 

earn college credits and sometimes 

certi�cation in certain �elds. Interested 

students can apply in eighth through 

11th grade.

Example courses: Health Science 

Technology

More info: 

There was a three to one ratio of 

applicants to positions for the �rst 

year of this new college preparatory 

school for middle and high school 

girls. Each grade will hold 115 

students when the school opens this 

month, and the curriculum will be 

tailored to the academic and athletic 

strategies that work best for young 

girls. Uniforms are required at the 

school, but there is no tuition for 

those students accepted into the 

program.

Example courses: Girls As Leaders

More info: http://www.austinisd.org/

schools/annrichards

Lanier Health Sciences 

Institute

The Liberal Arts and Science 

Academy at LBJ High School

Kealing Magnet Program

Fine Arts Academy at 

McCallum

Ann Richards School For 

Young Women Leaders

well at Murchison, and the teachers loved it, the parents 

loved it. When you �nd a good practice you move it into 

your needier schools.”

Students at each grade level are divided into teams led 

by four teachers and remain with the same group of stu-

dents throughout the school year. �e program can also 

work as a transition tool for students entering the sixth 

grade who might otherwise feel intimidated in the larger 

school environment, Cartwright said.

“�is is a smaller setting. �ey feel like this is their 

section of the building, and they don’t have to worry 

about the entire campus and the entire student body. So 

it breaks it down a little bit into something that’s a little 

more like what they had in elementary school,” she said. 

“It makes it a much nicer environment and a 

more comfortable feeling.”

Sixth grade centers at �ve 

more Austin middle schools

Dr. Pat Forgione, AISD 

superintendent, hopes to 

introduce the sixth grade 

center concept in all 18 AISD 

middle schools.

Then

2007-2008
Program softens middle school transition

B  B  W

Travis Institute of 

Hospitality & Culinary Arts

 

a day.

per class.

seven periods a day.

Now

per classes

8 periods a day

treat those who end up burning themselves in one, 

AISD has a program for it. The Austin district gives 

parents and students options within the public 

school system for advanced or or occupational 

studies through their magnet schools and special 

campuses. The programs require application and 

draw students from all over the district; AISD 

provides the transportation to make this possible. 

The district funds these programs through the 

use of school funds, donations and private 

partnerships.
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Backed by comprehensive neonatal intensive care services, more moms choose St. David’s hospitals than any other health 

system in central Texas. Join the thousands of very happy mothers and babies that make us the preferred place to have a 

baby in Travis and Williamson counties. Make sure you and your baby have a St. David’s doctor.  

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l

SD 10 x 13.2875.indd   3 7/23/07   4:23:16 PM



AUGUST  2007 3impAcT newS.com

   

Great people are North 
Austin’s best resource

Publisher’s 
Note From our  

Web site w w w. i m p a C t n e w s . C o m

Impacts ......................................................................................................... 5
Closer Look
  Arbor Car Wash & Lube Center .........................................................................6
  Switch Willo Stables .........................................................................................7
Regional Impact ......................................................................................................8
  Round Rock downtown roundabouts
  1890 Ranch in Cedar Park

Real Estate .....................................................................................................9
Inside Information
  Community Shopping ....................................................................................10
Neighborhood Dining
  Reed’s Jazz & Supper Club ..............................................................................11
History
   WPA workers built Mansfield Dam .................................................................13
Community Corridor
  Riata ...........................................................................................................................................17
Education Focus.....................................................................................................18
Community Profiles
  Pat Forgione, Austin ISD Superintendent .....................................................................21

CAMPO looks at 2030 plan amendments
John P. Garrett

John P. Garrett

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

...freedom 

...adventure 

...and the thrill of 

a shrewd, timely, 

money-saving 
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2008 Models Are In

After gathering input from the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation and cities in their service area, the Capital Area Metropoli-
tan Transportation Organization released a list of amendments to 
their 2030 Plan Aug. 13. 

The amendments involve US 183, Toll 71 East and West, US 290 
and Toll 45. These changes must be accepted by TxDOT before 
CAMPO’s 2030 plan can be accepted into TxDOT’s Transporta-
tion Improvement Program. 

TxDOT hopes to work with CAMPO on ways to finance these 
projects and keep them within funding limitations. Tolling, origi-
nally planned for US 183 and Hwy 71, will likely not happen and 
the overall reduction of tolling could cause the plan to fall short 
by $1.7 billion. Williamson County, Capital Metro and the cities 
of Pflugerville and Georgetown all weighed in on the plan and 
included their own amendments. 
Some of the amendments in Northwest Austin include:

   Expanding the design for the McNeil Capital Metro Park and 
Ride and adding bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
 Total cost: $1,200,000

  Upgrading railroad detection systems at access and frontage 
road crossings at both IH 35 and FM 620 to shorten the length of 
traffic delays due to passing trains.
 Total cost: $750,000

CAMPO will begin taking feedback from the public on the 
amendments starting Aug. 21, traveling to Kyle, Round Rock and 
two Austin locations. They will continue to accept comments 
through Sept. 14.

For more information visit www.campotexas.org

620

MoPac

183

45
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You don’t have to look far to 
find Austin landing on another 
“Top Cities” list. Through 
the years, Austin has landed 
on lists ranging from “Top 
Cities for Job Seekers” to “Top 
Cities for Singles.” Visa USA 
ranked Austin the best city 
for entrepreneurial ideas, and 
Forbes ranked us No. 4 on their 
“Smartest Cities” list. 

When the media talks about 
high-tech hubs, San Jose and 
Austin always top the lists. If 
Austin is one of the best places 
for high-tech companies, then 
Northwest Austin might be the 
best area of one of the best cities 
for this exciting industry.

An astounding 61 high tech 
companies claim home to 
Northwest Austin, by far the 
largest number in any area 
in Central Texas. Companies 
choose Northwest Austin 
because of the area’s talent, 

resources and quality of life.
An important measure of 

quality of life in any community 
is safety, and we cover it 
extensively this issue. 

North Austin neighborhoods 
are banding together with local 
police to fight crime with solid 
results. It’s true that the more 
we know about our neighbors, 
the better we can work together, 
and Community Impact 
Newspaper strives to help make 
Northwest Austin feel more like a 
community. 

Reader Annette Kobus helps 
us think we’re accomplishing this 
goal when she writes, “I really 
appreciate the transportation 
information and historical 
sections of Community 
Impact Newspaper. Before this 
[newspaper] came along, it didn’t 
feel much like a ‘community.’” 

No doubt, our readers help 
keep Austin ranked No. 3 in our 
favorite list of all: Travel and 
Leisure’s “Best People” list.
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Two men were arrested and charged with arson Aug. 17 in con-
nection with the Saccone’s Pizza and Subs fire, near the intersec-
tion of RM 620 and US 183, reported last month in Community 
Impact. Police have concluded that the men, one of whom was a 
former Saccone’s employee, were using fire to cover up robberies. 
Police say the men, ages 21 and 23, may be connected to 20 area 
fires and other charges may be filed later. The suspects were ar-
rested outside a Cedar Park Wal-Mart.

Arrests made in Saccone’s fire
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Transportation changes
CAMPO will host four community meetings to hear the 
public’s thoughts on requested amendments to its long-
range plan and Transportation Improvement Program. 
The specific amendments can be viewed online at www.
campotexas.org. The public comment period will be 
open from Aug. 14 - Sept. 14. The closest meeting to the 
Northwest Austin area will be Aug. 30 in Round Rock at 
the Allen R. Baca Center, 301 West Bagdad Road, from 4 
to 9 p.m.
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1  Local business advice
Jollyville Java will host the first gathering of the Jollyville 
Business League Sept. 5 at 1 p.m. at 8650 Spicewood 
Springs Road, Ste. 105. The first session will feature 
discussion on the topic “How to help local business 
owners and promote business.” For more information, call 
336-JAVA.

2  Sandwich shop reopens
The Quizno’s sandwich restaurant in the H-E-B shopping 
center at 6001 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 240, which closed in 
October, reopened Aug. 14 under new management. In 
the months following the store’s reopening, Quizno’s will 
be offering mailed coupons and special offers. For more 
information, call 250-3600.

8

3  New Arbor Walk tenants 

Houston-based Spec’s Liquors will open its third Austin 
location at the end of September in the Arbor Walk 
shopping center at 10515 N. MoPac. The store offers 
discounted wine, spirits, fine foods and cigars. For more 
information, call 366-8300 or visit  
www.specsonline.com.

Tino’s Greek Café plans to open its newest location in 
the Arbor Walk by the middle of September. For more 
information, call Tino’s Balcones Drive location at  
533-9292.

Specialty dessert shop Just Desserts by Ultimate 
Cheesecake is moving from the south Austin location it 
has called home for 14 years to the Arbor Walk, opening 
in late August or early September. The store offers retail 
and wholesale cheesecake, and customers can dine in or 
take out. Beyond cheesecake, the store also offers Italian 
sodas, cappuccino, cannoli and party and gift trays. For 
more information, call 462-0922 or visit  
www.ultimatecheesecakebakery.com.

4  Local accountant
Timothy Hald and a partner are opening a second branch 
of his certified public accounting firm at 13279 Pond 
Springs Road, Ste. 2. The CPA firm offers assistance with 
payroll, accounting, business development and other 
financial needs. For more information, call 249-7444 or 
visit www.twhcpa.biz.

5  Williams-Sonoma expands
Williams-Sonoma at the Arboretum Market, 5722 Great 
Hills Trail, Ste. 150, has temporarily moved two doors 
down while its original location is remodeled. Changes 
will be completed around the end of October and will 
nearly double the size of the store. The expansion will 
occupy the spaces once used by Luxe Apothetique and 
Wildflower Salon. For more information, call 372-8109.

Community safety training
The Pflugerville Fire Department, Emergency Services 
District #2, has built an educational safety house to be 
used to teach fire safety. The Safety House premiered 
at the Wells Branch National Night Out event Aug. 7, 
and will be used to teach area schools, communities 
and retirement homes fire safety. The unit cost $68,000 
to build and equip. Wells Branch Municipal Utility 
District agreed to fund $40,000, Graham Central 
Station raised $5,000 and Wal-Mart contributed $1,000. 
For more information about the fire department, visit 
www.pflugervillefire.com.

7 Shopping for charity
Shoppers can purchase a PlayBingo card for $25 Aug. 25 
at the Domain for a chance to win prizes, and to support 
the Center for Child Protection. The Center works to 
reduce the trauma for children during the investigation 
and prosecution of child abuse cases. The PlayBingo 
Shopping Extravaganza runs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Domain, 11400 Burnet Rd, and prizes include a $1,500 
Simon gift card. Bingo cards can be purchased at Lexus of 
Austin or at www.centerforchildprotection.org.

6 Subdivision breaks ground
Mercedes Homes began construction in July on the 
Enchanted Forest subdivision, a 56-home development 
on 14.5 acres on Dorsett Road, off Duval Road. The 
homes will back up to a small tributary of Walnut Creek, 
and developers expect the initial construction will take 
about five months, with build out of the homes coming 
nine to 15 months later. For more information, visit  
www.mercedeshomes.com.

8 Teen reading at Spicewood

4

7

2 

The Spicewood Springs 
library will host Austin’s teen 
book club discussion group 
Sept. 11 from 7 to 8 p.m. 
at 8637 Spicewood Springs 
Road. The book for discussion 
will be The Boyfriend List by 
E. Lockhart. The discussion 
is recommended for teens 
ages 12 to 17. For more 
information, call 974-3800.
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Local  Business

arbor Car wash & lube Center

The Arbor Car Wash and Lube Center
10401 Jollyville Road

346-8050
www.arborcarwash.com

When a road-weary car rolls up to The Arbor Car Wash 
and Lube Center for a visit, it’s a pretty safe bet that it will 
soon hit the streets a changed machine.

“You could kind of consider it a spa for your car,” owner 
David Swenson said. “That’s what a lot of people call it – 
an ‘auto spa.’”

With services including car wash, oil change, gasoline, 
state inspection, full auto detail, tune-ups, batteries and 
other maintenance, Swenson has turned his business into 
a one-stop shop for Northwest Austin drivers. And he 
says the resulting automotive makeover is often a pleasant 
shock to his customers’ eyes. 

“We’ve had people who are getting ready to sell their 
car, so they’ll have it detailed, and they’ll actually keep 
the car because they didn’t know it could look that good,” 
Swenson said. 

A native of Idaho, the 45-year-old owner studied 
agriculture and initially worked in weed and soil science, 
making chemical recommendations to farms. But when 
a Canadian firm bought out the company that employed 
him, Swenson made a career switch.

“They moved all their people in and moved us out,” 
Swenson said. “I pretty much decided right there I was 
never working for anybody again.”

He started working with relatives on car wash equip-
ment, and then spent 10 years as the owner of two washes 
in Colorado. When he moved to Austin with a business 
partner in 1997, Swenson bought the struggling Arbor 
Car Wash and endured a rain-soaked first month to even-
tually turn things around. 

“You can do all the traffic studies in the world, but until 
you open the doors, you just don’t know,” Swenson said. 
“But we have had some real long-term customers here. 
Usually people who start here, stay here.”

The Arbor is Austin’s only family-owned and operated 
full-service car wash and lube shop, so Swenson works 
hard to maintain a relationship with his neighborhood. 
The car wash gives around $60,000 per year in donations 
and services to at least 75 charities and local organiza-
tions. 

“I think a lot of people come here because we live in the 
community, we work in the community,” Swenson said. 
“Everybody else has been bought up by the big chains.”

One symbol of The Arbor’s local connection is the 
6,000-pound concrete gorilla – painted burnt orange – 
that stands sentry near the car wash entrance.

“You’d think the Aggies might come and paint it ma-
roon, or Baylor might come and paint it green,” Swenson 
said. “So far that hasn’t happened.”

All-in-one service center transforms local cars
by Grant Fuller

Cars are lined up for a final shine inside and out. What to do while you’re waiting
• Watch your car
• Eat fresh popcorn
• Relax in a rocking chair
• Get a chair massage
• Browse humorous greeting cards

Great Hills Trl
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Arbor Car Wash

183• Enjoy a cold drink
• Buy, sell, or repair a cell phone
• Catch up on the news
• Have your shoes shined
• Shop for car accessories

Boys and Girls K - 8th grade Girls K - 8th grade

11400 North Mopac Expressway
Austin, TX 78759

A Ministry of  Hyde Park Baptist Church

www.thequarries.org

512-241-0233

Sign up now through September 1st
    Cost: $100 w/o shorts; $115 with shorts or turtleneck for Cheer 
    Cost includes uniform, water bottle, �ags and much more!

Christian based league that encourages sportsmanship and team work.
    1 practice and 1 game a week
    Season starts September 4th and ends November 10th 
    Register and pay online at www.thequarries.org

     
Get Fit and Have Fun with Cardio Tennis 
    A 1 hour cardio class using the sport of tennis as the workout
   Christian music is played and heart rate monitors are provided to track results
   Sign up at www.thequarries.org 

Come Get Your Game On with our Fall Adult Sports Leagues
Sports Included are Volleyball, Softball, Basketball, Flag Football, & Tennis
Sign up as a team or as an individual by 
August 24th at www.thequarries.org

There is something for everyone at

Braker Lane

The Domain

The Quarries MoPac

THE QUARRIES
The H&R Block Income Tax 
Course will teach you how 
to prepare tax returns and 
develop tax-saving strategies. 
Upon successful completion, 
some students may have the 
opportunity to earn extra income 
as H&R Block tax professionals.* 

Bilingual students encouraged 
to enroll!

For class times and locations, 
visit hrblock.com/taxcourses 
or call

Enroll now!

“ I got people, they taught 
me how to prepare taxes. 

 Now I am people.”

*Enrollment restrictions may apply. Enrollment in, or 
completion of, the H&R Block Income Tax Course is 
neither an offer nor a guarantee of employment. 
©2007 H&R Block Tax Services, Inc. DisplayAd_L6NOM

1-800-HRBLOCK.

The H&R Block Income Tax Course will 
teach you how to prepare tax returns 
and develop tax-saving strategies. Upon 
successful completion, some students may 
have the opportunity to earn extra income 
as H&R Block tax professionals.* Bilingual 
students encouraged to enroll!

For class times and locations, visit hrblock.
com/taxcourses or call 1-800-HRBLOCK.

Enroll now!

*Enrollment restrictions may apply, Enrollment in, or completion 
of, the H&R Block Income Tax Course is neither an o�er nor a 
guarantee of employment.
©2007 H&R Block Tax Services, Inc.    DisplayAd_L6NOM

Independent College Counseling provides your family with professional college selection, admission 
and scholarship guidance. We then provide assistance throughout the entire admission application 
process. You will receive the bene�ts and  “peace of mind” of having your own personal college 
admission counselor, that formerly served as a college admission o�cer, and your own uniquely 
designed college plan. Our indepth experience and insight to the sometime ambiguous and 
cumbersome college admissions process is guaranteed to maximize your child’s admission and 
scholarship opportunities. 

INDEPENDENT COLLEGE
COUNSELING

Did you know that many students that will be graduating 
in 2008 have already completed and submitted 

their college admission applications? 

O F  A U S T I N ,  T E X A S

Don Pitchford Ph.D • Director of Counseling • 1-888-260-2871 • www.independentcollegecounseling.com
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by Grant Fuller

Closer
    Look 

switCh willo

Local  Business
Horse riders train on hidden patch of land

The sky is big, the quiet wind blows, and a hundred 
horses make their home on these 22 acres of Texas soil. 

But this isn’t some secluded ranch land in Middle of 
Nowhere, Texas – it’s an Austin oasis, a mere 10-minute 
drive from downtown. Switch Willo Stables, owned by 
Phoebe and Glenn Johnson, provides training and lessons 
in English-style hunter/jumper horseback riding. Phoebe’s 
father bought the property in 1963 as a place for his 
daughters to keep their horses.

“There was nothing here when he bought it,” Phoebe 
said. “MoPac wasn’t here, no houses, absolutely nothing. 
There wasn’t even a road into here, so they had to get a 
machete and chainsaw just to get into this property to 
look at it.”

The Johnsons took over the land from Phoebe’s father 
in 1973, using it as a home for their personal horses. 
However, friends soon wanted to keep other horses on 
the property, and Switch Willo became something of an 
accidental business.

“When we first started, my husband and I did all the 
teaching, we cleaned the stalls, groomed the horses, 
everything,” Phoebe said. “It was either that or take up an-
other career, and we didn’t know how to do anything else.”

Although Phoebe and Glenn now have plenty of help 
from their staff, they still work 12 hours a day to keep 

things running smoothly. In addition to boarding and les-
sons, Switch Willo offers a summer camp for kids to learn 
the basics of English riding.

The horses, including the 30 that are reserved for les-
sons, regularly perform with their riders at shows run 
by the Texas Hunter and Jumper Association. Phoebe 
Johnson herself was an alternate for the United States 
Equestrian Team in 1969, and after more than 40 years at 
these stables, there is nowhere else she’d rather be.

“[I like] that you’re not in an office, sitting there looking 
at the four walls,” Phoebe said. “You can get up, go out-
side, there’s a lot of different places you get to travel. Even 
though the monetary benefits aren’t great, you get a lot of 
other benefits that most people in the world don’t have.”

About 120 people currently draw upon Phoebe and 
Glenn’s equestrian expertise every day at the hidden stalls 
of Switch Willo. According to Phoebe, her clients – es-
pecially the younger ones – made a healthy choice by 
seeking out this patch of land to practice the art of English 
hunter and jumper riding.

“It gives them some responsibility and it keeps them out 
of trouble,” Phoebe said. “If you have to take care of your 
horse, you have riding lessons, you go to horse shows, 
then you’re too busy on the weekends to go partying. So it 
gives you good grounding.”

A Switch Willo student practices jumps at the stable.
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Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

2007 Edge SE
MSRP ........................................ $26,025
Customer Cash ............................ $1,000
Covert Discount .......................... $2,037

$22,988 +TT&L

MSRP ........................................ $18,955
Customer Cash ............................ $3,507
Covert Discount .......................... $2,460

$12,988

2007 F150 Regular Cab

+TT&L

Photos are for illustration purposes only. All prices subject to change. All prices plus TTL. All prices combined with 0% are for 36 months through Ford Motor Credit, W.A.C. 
0% for 36 months equals $27.77 per thousand.

Covert Ford

Shop online at covertauto.com
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Hwy 79

759-1414
1200-A East Hwy 79

Hwy 290Austin

Round
Rock

Taylor

ElginAU
ST

IN

Auto, 
25 MPG

or $23,988 + 0% WAC or $14,988 + 0% WAC

Switch Willo Stables
4829 Switch Willo Drive

345-2507
www.switchwillo.com

183

Duval

Switch Willo

Switch Willo Dr

Whistling Valley Dr.• English stable, with emphasis 
on the Hunter/Jumper rider

• Children and adults welcome 

• 10 instructors who have five to 
25 years of experience 

• Group and private lessons 

• Horses available for lease for 
the lesson program

• To arrange lessons, call Colleen 
at 997-7779

Lessons at Switch Willo



AUGUST  20078 impAcT newS.com impAcT newS.com

Business center
Rivery Park combines natural beaty of Georgetown with 2,500-person capacity, upscale business center.

the crossings of carmel creek 
to be Hutto’s first urbanist 
development, with residential 
above retail stores.

Hutto goes modern
city hopes to draw athletes from 
surrounding area to $6.2 million, 
75-acre athletic complex.

Taylor sportsCourthouse 
facelift
Williamson county courthouse 
in Georgetown undergoes 
renovations to restore it to 
historic 1911 appearance. 

New Edition
Georgetown • Hutto • Taylor

Regional  Impact
a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  F r o m  o u r  o t h e r  p u b l i C a t i o n s ’ r e C e n t  i s s u e s

by chRisti covington

M
ays St.

E. Main Ave.

E. Bagdad Avenue

Round Rock Ave.

W. Main

W. Bagdad Avenue
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               Blair St.
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After a two-day study of Round Rock, urban designer 
Dan Burden of Glatting Jackson, a community-design 
firm in Florida, recommended that downtown build five 
roundabouts, including one at the intersection of Mays Street 
and Main Avenue. He describes these four-way stops with 
the circular centers as “the world’s most modern, safe and 
efficient intersection design.”  However, he also warns that 
some of Round Rock’s own roundabouts are not examples 
of good design and said the public may need additional 
information or studies before these structures are erected. 
City of Round Rock Communications Director Will Hampton 
said while all ideas are being considered, the potential
roundabouts are only conceptual.

Burden on roundabouts

According to Burden, a 
roundabout:

Builds the concept of a  »
“place” around it
Reduces travel time »
Adds capacity to roadways »
Reduces personal injury  »
crashes
Increases property value »

W. Main Ave.

Roundabout at La Frontera

E. Liberty St.

Historic downtown dubbed top 
center to watch in U.S. as city 
unites area for economic growth 

With Round Rock City Council express-
ing an interest in a downtown master plan, 
city staff visited with Dan Burden, a part-
ner with Glatting Jackson, a Florida-based 
company that specializes in community 

City explores ways to become a place
design, and asked him to evaluate down-
town’s potential to become a walkable town 
center. 

The city’s desirable location and growth, 
accented by an excellent downtown street 
grid, a preserved historic route and strong 
city leadership, are major positives, he said. 
Burden also notes the city’s initiative.  

“Round Rock is ideally located in a strong 
growth area that is lacking in placemaking,” 
he said.

Ultimately, by his definition, places are 
where people go to be seen by people and 
to see people. They are the places that com-
munities value, and they need to be close to 
where people live.

Downtown Round Rock is largely not a 
“place” because of the lack of walkability, 
he said. Burden describes a pedestrian-
friendly center as a community that in-
cludes everything from schools and parks 
within easy distance, public places marked 
by inviting features, safe, convenient and 
efficient crossings, nearby shopping and a 
variety of housing opportunities. 

One of the worst “places” in Round Rock 
is Mays Street’s intersection with Main Av-
enue, according to Burden. Heavy traffic 
and challenging pedestrian access make the 
area unappealing to most people, despite 
the corner’s historic interest. He highlights 
the old water tower with a landscaped park 
that sits at the intersection as a perfect ex-
ample of a place that fails to be a “place.” 

“There are no eyes on it. No buildings 
watching over it and it’s so close to a major 
highway that no one wants to go to it at any 
time,” he said.

Roundabouts, circular intersections such 
as the one in the La Frontera shopping cen-
ter, might be one solution, Burden said. Not 
only do the roundabouts slow traffic, they 
encourage pedestrian crossing, which pro-

motes economic growth in Burden’s view. 
That is why he recommended Round Rock 
get five of its own downtown.

The city council received a presentation 
regarding Burden’s study July 12. For Mayor 
Pro Tem Alan McGraw, a downtown town 
center is an intriguing concept — but it will 
take more than city efforts, he said.

 “There is going to have to be a market 
for the land,” he said. “Until we reach that 
point where investors pay enough for peo-
ple to sell, we have no control over it.”

What they can do is develop rules that 
permit transitional uses of downtown 
property, which would provide for ultimate 
mixed-use and parking regulations.  

“It will happen in phases,” he said. “The 
only thing is, do we go for the chicken or 
the egg phase first? Do we start with the 
private or the public sector? There has to be 
a nice balance.”

The city will provide the infrastructure, 
but then developers must also reinvest, 
City Manager Jim Nuse said.

As soon as investing starts, property val-
ue goes up dramatically, according to Bur-
den. He believes that land valued at $5 to 
$15 per sq. ft. on Round Rock Avenue that 
is currently zoned for single-family homes 
will escalate to $25-$35 per sq. ft. once it 
becomes a mixed-use area, which combines 
shopping, office space and housing.

The construction of 183A 
Toll has paved the way for 
Cedar Park’s largest retail 
development, 1890 Ranch. 
Phase one opens Oct. 15 
near the Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center, with two 
more phases to follow.

Cedar Park shopping 
center scheduled for 
October opening

1431

1890 Ranch

Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center

1890 Ranch shopping center plans October debut
by Rachel youens

“In Cedar Park, there is absolutely no equivalent to 1890 
Ranch,” says Phil Brewer, economic development director, 
who helped guide the city’s newest shopping center into 
its spot along 183A Toll. When it opens in October, 1890 
Ranch promises to bring Cedar Park not only more 
shopping and its first movie theater, but additional tax 
revenue and a sense of place.

Built on land owned by the Carssow family since 
1970, 1890 Ranch will become Cedar Park’s largest retail 
development covering 900,000 sq. ft. Construction began 
on the project last October, and the developer, Endeavor 
Real Estate Group, expects to open phase one by Oct. 15.

Endeavor owned a tract of land on the north side of 
FM 1431 and had optioned land on the south side, but 
eventually let the option fall to the wayside, according to 
Brewer. When the Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
became a reality, Brewer reinitiated contact with Endeavor 
officials, encouraging them to take a second look at Cedar 
Park.

“I opened a dialogue through the Economic Development 
Corporation that set off a sequence of events that ended up 
with Endeavor putting land under contract and doing the 
studies that showed it would be a successful spot for a retail 
center,” Brewer said.

The Economic Development Corporation estimates that 

1890 Ranch will bring in more than 1,000 jobs, and $10 to 
$20 million into the community annually. 

“Really we’re just following the growth along the new toll 
road system,” Majors said. “It’s very similar to what you see 
in the Dallas North Tollway; there’s been a huge influx of 
growth following the tollway from Dallas to Frisco.”

Some of the confirmed tenants include PetSmart, Super 
Target and Circuit City. Two other phases will be added 
later, with phase two expected to be finished by summer 
2008, he said.

Besides serving hungry shoppers, 1890 Ranch’s 
restaurants will do double duty, serving a lunch crowd 
from the nearby Cedar Park Regional Medical Center. 
The medical center is expected to open shortly after 1890 
Ranch in January 2008.

The medical center has also factored into the design 
of 1890 Ranch’s third phase. Preliminary plans for the 
buildings on the northeast side, closest to the hospital, 
include offices with possible retail space above. 

Brewer sees the future of healthcare-related space as a 
necessity in the area.

“A number of developers are already looking at medical 
office buildings, and some are already developing next 
door. There will be a need, and I think we’ll see additional 
medical office space in this area whether it’s in 1890 Ranch 
or not.”
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Hunters Chase 
78759

Agent: 
Sherri Brummett 
(512) 970-8809

4 Br./3 Ba.         
$519,900

10400 Cassia Cove 

REAL ESTATE REPORT

Residential Real Estate Report
Northwest Austin Area

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +
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July Monthly Home Sales

78750 

78759

78727

78729

40

36

39 

37

34

24

21

34

Average Price
Sold ‘07

Average Price
Sold ‘07 Sold’06 2007

$276,346

$350,192

$180,998 

$195,284

$303,363

$329,661

$199,809 

$199,521 

On The Market

Key Stats

78759 78729 78727

Sold ‘06

49

49

46

39

Days on Market
2006

49

56

45

51

Ashton Woods 
Condominiums - 78727

Agent: 
Judy DeWitt 
(512) 917-5037

3 Br./3 Ba.         
$239,900

14025 Ashton Woods Cir

Bluffs at The Villages 
of Spicewood - 78750

Agent: 
Mike Green
(512) 585-7833

5 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$509,000

11300 Cedarcliffe Dr

Milwood
78729

Agent: 
Becky Griner
(512) 917-5712

Barb Bittner 
(512) 431-6027

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$210,000

7322 Potters Trl 

+$18,811 

78727

+$4,237

78729

Changes in average selling 
price over last year

+$27,017

78750

-$20,531

78759

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com) 

real estate report
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Community shoppingInside
Information

Spicew
ood Springs Rd

Jollyville Java, owner Aaron Cleavar 
In addition to Texas Coffee Trader goods, Jollyville Java also sells 
medicinal teas, nutritional supplements and several varieties 
of quiche made from scratch. Cleaver was in the computer 
consulting business and decided to open Jollyville Java in 
April 1999. He lives one mile away in Oak Forest and wanted 
to be close to his home. He was president of the area’s oldest 
neighborhood association, North Oaks, for six years. Jollyville 
has no sidewalks, which he thinks is necessary to create better 
circulation in the area. He added plants in front of his business in 
hopes of building a neighborhood feeling.  

Mail stoRe, owner Marcia Stokes 
The Mail Store has been at its Spicewood location for 14 years. 
Stokes said the complex has had a mail store in some form in that 
complex for more than 26 years. When she bought the location 
from the previous owner, Stokes added a shop introducing cards, 
frames and other gifts. “Most of my customers say they find unique 
things they wouldn’t find anywhere else,” Stokes said.

ann’s Kitchen caKes,  owner Ann Burford 
Burford started a cake business 25 years ago out of her home, 
serving family and friends. She lives in Northwest Austin, and 
when she was ready to move the business out of her kitchen, she 
wanted to stay local. She moved into the shop 10 years ago and 
business has been growing since. She specializes in pieces of cake 
to go and cakes for all special occasions. 

thoR’s haMMeR,  
manager Brian Mann  
This comic book and toy store used 
to be located a block down the road 
and moved here in December 2005. Mann 
wanted a bigger space but didn’t want to 
move too far from the previous location and found affordable rent 
at Spicewood. He said the store enjoys traffic from the surrounding 
stores, and the parking lot is always packed at lunch and on 
weekends. Thor’s is easy to spot in the complex with the giant 
Superman sign painted on the wall outside the store.

the haRdwaRe stoRe,  owner Bob Dacy 
“I’m a nuts and bolts kind of guy,” says Dacy, who started his 
hardware store business in Austin in 1979. Dacy moved the 
location to Spicewood in 1994 because rent was low, and he felt 
this complex promoted local business. He worked in a hardware 
store through college and after a while he said it just made sense 
for him to open his own store. 

ABC

Bank

Big!Lots

Camino RealRizin Star D
ry

 Clean
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 of Austin
Jenny’s Kitchen

Hair Ranch

Bubble Tea

Trinity 

Building

Jack Brown 

Cleaners

McPhail

Dance Studio
Hair By Us

Chu H. Yu

Dynasty

Restaurant

Sam
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 CajunAsia M
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China Dance

When seconds count...rapid treatment for heart and minor emergencies.

Located at 38th St. and Lamar Blvd.
512-407-7000 • www.HeartHospitalofAustin.com

EMERGENCY CARE 
with a greater sense of urgency.

#1 RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS BY HEALTHGRADES [FOUR YEARS IN A ROW].

Built in the mid ‘70s, the Spicewood Springs and 183 shopping center has seen
its share of retailers come and go. The mix has gone from big box stores
such as Safeway, Winns and Weiner’s, to the center’s current  blend of
small, independent businesses. Owner Nelson Pruett attributes the center’s
current mix to the affordable rates he keeps. “There are plenty of Endeavor
and Trammell Crow (real estate) developments out there if that’s what people
want, but this shopping center is simple and affordable.”

spicewood spRings and 183 shopping centeR
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1  Michael Birdsong, DDS
2  LJ Nails
3  Ace Austion
4  Cellular Plus

5  Celebrations To Go
6  The Village Coin Shop
7  Pacesetters
8  Stitching Studio

otheR stoRes:
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Neighborhood
         Dining

reed’s Jazz & supper Club

Reed’s Jazz & Supper Club
9601 Capitol of Texas Hwy. Ste. 150 • 342-7977

Dining: Monday - Thursday 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.

www.reedssupperclub.com

Nestled in the Gateway shopping center 
off US 183 is a place for both the discern-
ing diner and the jazz aficionado. Reed’s 
Jazz and Supper Club offers fresh sea-
food, prime steaks and live jazz amidst an 
elegant atmosphere of white tablecloths, 
black furnishings and red curtains. On the 
lower level, tall tables and chairs invite you 
to drink and dine in an intimate forum 
with other patrons and the jazz musicians. 
Up the winding staircase is the formal 
dining area where you can enjoy time with 
family and friends.  

Originally the north location of Mez-
zaluna, the birth of Reed’s Supper Club has 
meant rebirth to the supper club genre. 
Clemons is a long-time local restauranteur 
who strives to offer a complete dining 
entertainment experience. The supper club 
is a true hit. 

For appetizers we chose the Blue Crab 
Cakes ($8.50). The cakes’ shells were 
fried perfectly, not infringing on the crab 
stuffing which was delicious and full of 

crabmeat. I gave these a high rating.
Our soup choices were the brandy 

lobster bisque ($8) and the Seafood and 
Andouille Sausage Gumbo ($7). The Lob-
ster Bisque was smooth and rich, textured 
perfectly. The Gumbo was hearty with 
plenty of meat in a rich full Creole sauce.

For our main course I chose the Miso-
Sake Sea Bass ($24) and Vickie tried the 
Filet Mignon ($23) with Oscar Sauce 
($10). Side dishes are served family size 
and we tried the roasted Sweet Potato 
Mashers ($6). The sea bass was perfectly 
broiled and topped with a flavorful blend 
of ginger and shiitake consommé. The 
crispy noodle topping completed this 
interesting item. The steak was cooked to 
order, the meat was tender and the Oscar 
Sauce was a delightful blend of hollandaise 
sauce loaded with crabmeat. The sweet 
potatoes were perfectly prepared.

For dessert, I ordered the Liquid Center 
Chocolate Cake ($6) and Vickie the Turtle 
Cheesecake ($6). The cheesecake, made 

by Pitt Garrett

Supper club offers jazz as a side dish to fine dining 

The Marc Devine Quartet shake up a Tuesday night at Reed’s.

360
Reed’s

183

in-house, was truly amazing. The blend of 
flavors was a perfect ending to our dining 
experience.  

Reed’s offers happy hour specials. 
There are special prices on beer, wine 
and martinis and half-price appetizers all 
night Monday and from 4:30-7:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday-Friday. 
I recommend the restaurant’s $20.00 

three-course meal. Reed’s is open Monday 
thru Saturday for dinner and reservations 
are suggested. A complete menu and other 
items of interest can be found on their 
website.

Reed’s has used the same booker 
that schedules Austin’s premiere 
jazz club The Elephant Room on 
Congress, and Reed’s features 
some of the city’s top acts. 

Reed’s favorites:
• Mr. Fabulous and Casino Royale
• Denia Ridley with the Marc Devine Quartet
• The Lucky Strikes
• Kat Edmonson
• Abra Moore
• Ron Wilkins Quartet

Abra Moore
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Historical  
Impact

When the city of Austin was laid out as the capital of 
the Republic of Texas the town suffered from periodic 
flooding of the Colorado River. Since almost 1839, 
Austin and Central Texas had found no solution to flood-
ing, or the lack of electrical service, particularly to rural 
counties. 

Through the years, Austin had built several dams on 
the Colorado River. Most had been washed away by 
floods, including the Austin dam which washed away in 
the 1900 flood killing my great-uncle Frank Pinget, an 
engineer at the facility. 

The 1930s brought depression, drought, and unemploy-
ment. Small farming communities like Jollyville and 
Pond Springs suffered low farm prices. Livestock was 
almost worthless, and no one hired farm help. 

By the time President Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
elected in November 1932, the country had 13 mil-
lion unemployed and nearly every bank had closed. 
Roosevelt’s solution, the New Deal, created the Civilian 
Conservation Corp and Workers Progress Administration. 
One of the first projects for these civilian work groups 
was to construct hydroelectric dams for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority.

Central Texans saw the TVA initiative as a blueprint 
for resolving their long history of problems caused by the 
Colorado River. In 1934, the Texas legislature created the 
Lower Colorado River Authority, LCRA.

At the ground breaking for the WPA’s Marshall Ford 
Dam project on Feb. 19, 1937, the young men of nearby 
Jollyville and Pond Springs realized that jobs would soon 
be available. Many of the families, including Dittrich, 

by KaRen R. thoMpson

New Deal built Austin dam
since 1902. My mother, Celeste Luck, born in Austin in 
1910, learned to swim there, just as I did in the 1950s. 
Thousands of swimmers, including me, rejoiced when 
they learned to swim well enough to go over “the wall” to 
the deep end. If you haven’t been to Deep Eddy to swim, 
you need to go, and August is an excellent time!

Warren, Inman, Anderson, Shelton, Millegan, Jackson, 
George, Ehrhardt, Henry, Dedear, Toungate, Bonnett, 
Sanders, Thompson, Hudson, Dearing, Cluck, and Moore 
had young men needing employment.

Jollyville resident Fred Dittrich, 85, worked for Brown 
& Root three or four years at the dam site and he said, 
“It was a good and safe job, and stopping flooding was a 
very good thing.” Bill Dittrich bought several trucks and 
got a sub-contract with Brown & Root. He hired young 
neighbors John F. Thompson, Jr. (Swede) and Artie 
Henry to drive his trucks to the dam.

It was more than three years before the first unit began 
generating electricity, but on Jan. 27, 1941, power was 
turned on. The entire project was completed in May 
of 1942 at a cost of more than $29 million. Just before 
completion, the dam was given the name Mansfield, to 
honor US Congressman J. J. Mansfield of Columbus, 
Texas. Mansfield, for whom Port Mansfield was also 
named, had been a major influence in obtaining funding 
for this project.

The WPA provided jobs for 8.5 million of the 13 mil-
lion unemployed people. In Texas, 600,000 people were 
hired for projects ranging from dams, schools, artwork, 
libraries and bookmobiles. A total of 748 school libraries 
and 42 public libraries were built. The limestone school 
building that is now C. D. Fulkes Middle School, in 
Round Rock, was built as a WPA project and hired local 
Round Rock men for the job.

In Austin, the first WPA project was the construction 
of Deep Eddy swimming hole on the Colorado River into 
Texas’s first (now oldest) open-air concrete swimming 
pool. Deep Eddy has been a popular swimming pool 

(above) This 1930s photo shows a man standing in a pipe that 
would soon be part of the Marshall Ford Dam, today known as 
Mansfield Dam. Photo Courtesy LCRA Corporate Archives.

(right) Jollyville residents in January of 
1937 in front of an advertisement for 
WPA jobs at the Marshall Ford Dam.

(below) Mansfield Dam today, during 
recent flooding.

Introducing the all new 

of Austin

Now available to test drive at Mercedes-Benz of Austin

We do have a 2008 C300 sport sedan available for test drive.
Call us today to schedule a VIP appointment: 1-800-230-1680

Mercedes-Benz is celebrating the arrival of the all new 4th generation C-class. Mercedes-Benz has 
logged close to 15 million test miles to ensure the vehicle is ready for your enjoyment. Come see 
why the C-class is the most exciting new model launch of the year! 

Here are the fast facts about the 2008 C-class:

 Retail launch of the new 2008 C-class started August 7th      
throughout U.S. dealerships.

 A choice of two V-6 engines (3.0 or 3.5 liter sport sedan and 3.0 liter 
luxury sedan)

 Sport sedans will have the Mercedes star embedded in the grill. 
Luxury sedans have the star as a hood ornament.

 Quality focus: Mercedes has logged close to 15 million test miles 
(24 million kilometers) for the new C-class, the biggest test and 
development program in Mercedes-Benz history.

 It is the �rst Mercedes-Benz sedan with two di�erent faces.

 The C-class will feature the latest safety technology for optimal 
occupant protection.

2008 Mercedes-Benz C-class
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GREAT
MOVE.
Switch to a better CHOICE in business phone service.
Business Class Phone from Time Warner Cable. 

Business Class Phone does not include back-up power and should there be a power outage, Business Class Phone, including the ability to access 911 services, will not be available. Additional charges apply for taxes, fees, 
Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to International locations. Offer valid for business customers in Business Class Phone serviceable areas. Some restrictions apply.

© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Switch to new Business Class Phone from Time Warner Cable 
and take advantage of terrific savings. 

GREAT
 SAVE.

OFFER HERE

Introducing Business Class Phone.
Now there is a better CHOICE in business phone service, with 
unlimited local and long-distance calling within the United States, 
Canada and Puerto Rico for one fl at rate. Save even more when 
you bundle other Business Class services, and receive just one 
monthly bill. 

Plus, you will fi nd multiple business features typically reserved for 
large companies, such as call hunting. Crystal-clear connections 
through our robust, reliable network. And local, dedicated support 
specialists who know your business and your market.

Contact your local Time Warner Cable 
Business Class representative at xxx-xxx-xxxx 
or visit www.xxxxxx.com.

Introducing Business Class Phone from Time Warner Cable.
Start saving today with unlimited local and long-distance calling within the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico for one flat rate. Take advantage of valuable business services, such as 
call hunting and three-way call transfer at no additional charge. Then, save even more when you bundle other Business Class services, and experience the convenience of one monthly bill. 

Plus, Business Class Phone offers crystal-clear connections through our robust, reliable network.  And our local, dedicated support specialists know your business and your market, and are 
available to help when you need them. 

Make a great move. Contact your local Time Warner Cable 
Business Class representative (866) 877- 4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx
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Example Neighborhoods: 
Rattan Creek

2001 2003 2005
291 130 403

Summer 2007:
Vehicle burglary             43
Residential burglary               1
Auto theft             10
Criminal mischief            10
Graffiti              0

Example Neighborhoods: Oak 
Knoll, Great Hills, Balcones

2001 2003 2005
1,988 859 1,876

Summer 2007:
Vehicle burglary           255
Residential burglary           23
Auto theft                     17
Criminal mischief            62
Graffiti               1

Example Neighborhoods:  
Jester Estates,
Enclave, Lakewood

2001 2003 2005
416 185 294

Summer 2007: 
Vehicle burglary            27
Residential burglary              5
Auto theft                        2
Criminal mischief            19
Graffiti              0

Example Neighborhoods: 
Champions Forest, Northwood, 
Gracy Farms, Lamplight Village, 
Millwood

2001 2003 2005
709 343 769

Summer 2007:
Vehicle burglary         163
Residential burglary            65
Auto theft            27
Criminal mischief         145
Graffiti              2

Indexed crime rates by year and through June and July of 2007

source: Austin Police Department crime statistics and Crime Viewer. Summer crime rates measured June 1 through Aug. 7

shortly before National Night Out, 
with a march through Rundberg 
to take a stand against crime. New 
police chief Art Acevedo attended 
and pledged change for the area.

“Areas such as Rundberg under-
stand that the police are making 
hundreds of arrests there every 
year and if we’re as busy as we can 
be, and we really are, and there are 
still problems, what’s the missing 
ingredient?” Pasley said. “It finally 
occurred to these neighborhoods 
that maybe the missing ingredient 
was them.”

Austin experienced six homi-
cides this month, a record num-
ber for the city since 2001. Three 
occurred in north or northeast 
Austin. The murders have brought 
increased attention to the crime 
situation, but Pasley said that 
homicides remain rare and that 
smaller crimes are what NACN is 
working to address.

“I don’t think there’s any spike 
in crime going on. I’ve been doing 
this job for seven years and they 
were saying there was a spike in 
crime since the day I got here,” 
Pasley said. “There aren’t necessar-
ily more crimes, but I do believe 
people are hearing about it more 
since this summer has brought a 
record number of homicides.”

Police strategy
continued FRoM |1

Nationally, Austin ranks low in 
its homicide rate. In 2002, Austin 
ranked 222 in homicides in a list 
of U.S. cities, comparable to Port-
land, Ore. and Duluth, Minn. 

Graffiti, theft and burglary are 
all at the forefront of Pasley’s con-
cern. Two special factors exist in 
the Northwest Austin area to cre-
ate a particular environment for 
problems, the first being the im-
migrant population.

“Northwest Austin has had a 
huge influx of immigrants, and of-
ten they don’t know what it means 
to be a good neighbor here,” Pasley 
said. “We have to communicate to 
newcomers what those standards 
and expectations are.”

On the other side of that coin, 
Williams points out that in his 
neighborhood, new or illegal im-
migrants are commonly victims of 
crimes because they are hesitant 
to report problems to the police, 
or they may come from a coun-
try where police are feared rather 
than looked to for safety. 

“A lot of the time it’s people 
from their own community that 
are victimizing them, because 
they know that if they are illegal 
immigrants they fear deportation 
and will not go to the police,” Wil-
liams said.

Homelessness is also a contrib-
utor to trouble in the area, Pasley 
said. In January, a homeless man 
was found murdered near Wells 

Branch. Police have since made 
an arrest in the case. 

In the Northwest Command, 
a Pedestrian Safety Initiative was 
introduced in July to target public 
intoxication, standing in roadways 
and outdoor camping. It is not il-
legal to panhandle but activities 
that threaten driver and pedes-
trian safety are being watched.

“Austin is a generous city,” said 

Officer Mike Dunn of the North-
west Command. “People give 
money and it’s not going for what 
they think it’s going to, which a lot 
of times is drugs or alcohol.”

Dunn says it is often hard to 
cite or track the homeless because 
they frequently do not have ID. 
Since the initiative started, the 
department has made contact 
with 27 people, arrested three and 

identified 14 into the system.
One suggestion NACN has 

brought to the police department 
to solve this problem has been to 
keep a closer eye on the creeks and 
parks of Northwest Austin. Ac-
cording to Williams, the homeless 
population uses the creeks and 
wooded areas to live and travel. 

The Northwest Command 
is sweeping through camps in 

183

360
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Parmer Ln.

Pond Springs

US Hwy 183

Locally owned since 1987

You have a right to 
choose, choose well!

Old-world craftsmanship, new-age technology

8425 Anderson Mill Rd.   512-249-2600
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With Experience Comes

Excellent URESULTS

— Your Neighborhood Realtor

512.496.9993

Jan Wells
30 Years Experience

Jan@TurnquistPartners.com  www.turnquistpartners.com

Candy Buzan
Loan Officer

c b u z a n @ p r i m e l e n d i n g . c o m  
h t t p : / / c a n d y b u z a n . p r i m e l e n d i n g . c o m /

512.238.7888

7111 Chimney Corners

FOR SALE!
4633 Far West 

Blvd. #3

Breathtaking Hill 
Country View

$805,000

For a limited engagement of July 1, 2007 to 
September 30, 2007, members can receive a reel low auto rate 

as low as 5.24% APR or receive a .25% bonus on our Share 
Certificate of Deposit (CD) rates. Plus you will receive a 
$50 Best Buy gift card when you sign up for one of these 
savings. If you take advantage of both, you’ll receive a 

$20 BLOCKBUSTER gift card as well.*
This Summer Blockbuster can’t be missed. Stop by, apply 

online, or call (800) 749-9732 today!

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rates subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. Based on approval, loan amount must be 
over $10,000 to qualify. Only new loans and external refinances apply. No other discounts allowed. A qualified deposit account 
requires share certificate over $10,000 deposit for one year or more. New money only. One gift card per member. While supplies 
last. BLOCKBUSTER name are trademarks of Blockbuster Inc. 

6411 N. Lamar Blvd. Austin, TX 
1180 Airport Blvd. Austin, TX

Greater TEXAS 
Cinema 

Summer Blockbuster:
A Double Feature 

of Savings

woods and roadsides and work-
ing in conjunction with TxDOT 
to clear roadside camps.

NACN has developed its own 
protocol, bylaws and procedures 
independent of the regular system 
for neighborhood associations. 
These allow NACN to address 
neighborhood code violations as 
a cohesive team. Most recently, 
NACN worked to shut down a 
drug dealer’s home in the Geor-
gian Estates neighborhood. 

“We’ve seen in the past few years 
a trend with all of our neighbor-
hoods, and we want to take con-
trol, not just sit back and watch 
the neighborhood deteriorate. 
We’re very activist about where 
we live,” Williams said.

Often times, Pasley 
said, the problem can 
be solved by working 
with the local busi-
nesses that foster 
problems, such as 
motels, or by work-
ing with the city’s public 
works department to 
add lighting or fencing.

“When you see crime, 
call 911 and get help, but 
then it’s also important 
to follow up with ways the com-
munity might be able to solve that 
problem for the future. It’s not 
always a law enforcement issue; 
sometimes it’s a matter of making 
neighborhoods less accommodat-
ing to criminals.”

Northwest Command District
District representative main line: 974-5743
District Representative main email: nw.dr@ci.austin.tx.us
 
A1 & 7. Officer Mike Dunn, 974-5553, Mike.Dunn@austin.tx.us
A2 & 6. Officer Chris Keen, 974-5852, Chris.Keen@ci.austin.tx.us
A3 & 4. Officer Joe Maciel, 974, 4289, Joe.Maciel@ci.austin.tx.us
A5 & 7. Officer John Nelson, 974-5556, John.Nelson@ci.austin.tx.us

Northeast Command District
District representative main line: 974-5598

North Central Command District
District representative main line: 974-5722

A7 A5

A6

A1

A2

A4
A3

620

360

MoPac

2222

183

North Austin Command Districts
North Austin covers three different Austin Police Department 
Districts: Northwest, featured in blue, North Central, featured in 
yellow, and Northeast, featured in red. The northern commands 
hold regular Commander’s Forums open to the public. The next 
forum is Nov. 13, 7 p.m. at the Spicewood Springs Library, 
8637 Spicewood Springs Road.

 
The assignment of officers 
is subject to change with 
promotions. The department 
will begin redrawing command 
district lines in November and will 
be implemented in January.

Northwest vehicle burglary 
hotspots in June and July
•Neighborhoods near Oakview Park 
and North Oaks Elementary
•Bull Creek greenbelt near Capital of 
Texas Highway
•Stonelake Blvd. at the Gateway 
Theater and Staybridge Suites

This area of the 78759 
ZIP code had the most  
graffiti reports in Austin 
in the month of July

source: Austin Police Department, Commanders Forum

Duval Rd.

Braker Ln.

Loop 360 

Jollyville Rd.

Spicewood Springs Rd.Anderson Mill Rd.
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Brad Brown

Your Home Sold in under 89 days
At a price acceptable to you

GUARANTEED
or I will buy it myself

High technology
continued FRoM |1

rowski said the people were the greatest incentive to spe-
cifically go into Northwest Austin. 

 “We were clearly looking at the talent pool,” he said. “We 
didn’t want to go too far north or too far south.”

Borland Software has 1,100 employees worldwide with 
200 in Austin. That number will grow as the headquarter 
transition continues. Although a research and design cen-
ter was already located in the city, it will expand and be 
joined by the finance, human resources, facilities, IT and 
sales operations departments. 

As for high tech, Northwest Austin has not always been 
a hub for the industry, Porter said. Before the 1970s, Austin 
focused on state government, a trend that was reflected at 
the educational level. 

“Then IBM came and changed that.” 
IBM ignition

In December 1966, the Austin American-Statesman 
headlined the story “New Manufacturing Plant North of 
Austin to Employ 500.” International Business Machines 
Corp. executives had announced their decision to build “a 
mammoth plant” that would manufacture the innovative 
Selectric typewriter. 

Former IBM Vice President Gordon Moodie said at the 
time that the expansion into Central Texas happened be-
cause of Austin’s “fine living and working environment, 
outstanding educational advantages and impressive rec-
reational and cultural features,” adding that “the kinds of 
people we need are here.” 

Around two-thirds of the employees were to be hired lo-
cally to work at the open space of farmland on the outside 
edge of town. It was IBM’s entrance that initiated the lo-
cal presence of a significant technology workforce, Porter 
said. 

When UT student Michael Dell began PC’s Limited 
from his dorm room in 1984, it only spurred tech growth. 
Almost a decade later, the company, now known as Dell 
Inc., had moved farther north to Round Rock, but a mul-
titude of other technology ventures began to cluster in the 
region around IBM and Dell.  

“Austin became known as a mini-hub, and now it has 
become pretty much a major hub,” Porter said.
California factor

The growth will likely continue, he added. Already, the 
chamber has traveled to California for seven recruiting 
trips this year to attract more tech business. He has discov-
ered West Coast companies like Northwest Austin for sev-
eral reasons, including the topography of the land, which 
reminds them of their home state, a lower cost of living 
and the availability of higher end homes – and as always, 
primarily the cluster of talent already living there. The mi-
gration-to-Texas trend is important to the City of Austin as 
a whole, Porter said.

“We need to be where the next idea and the next genera-
tion of technology comes from,” he said. “It is the liveli-
hood of the community. Everything is tech now.”

identifying high tech
From spinal implant design to game development, Northwest Austin has a diverse range of high-tech business. 
Below are the Northwest Austin high-tech companies, descriptions of their business and the number they employ.

company headquarters*

Abbott Spine
Apple Computer
Genband 
Kodiak Assembly Solutions &  PenTech 
Assembly
Pervasive Software 
Sun Microsystems
Texas Instruments
ViaGen*

Luminex*
PayPal
Topaz Technologies
URS Corp.
Zimmer Orthobiologics

ATMI

American Power Conversion Corp.
AT&T Laboratories
Bazaarvoice*
Biophysical Corp.*
BioWare
BMC Software
Cadence Design Systems
Catalis Health*
Centaur Technologies*
CIBER
Cisco Systems
ClearCube Technology* 
Conexant Systems 
Convio*  
Crossroads Systems* 
CyberTrader*  
Drillinginfo*  
Emerson Process Management*
FundsXpress Financial Network* 
Gemalto*  
LDR Spine*  
Lombardi Software* 
Merkatum Corporation* 
MessageOne* 
Midway Studios-Austin 
Motive*   
National Instruments*
NetBotz*
Opus Healthcare Solutions*
Oracle
Pavilion Technologies*
PlanView*
Postilion
QuickArrow*
Qwest
RenewData Corp.*
Sage Software
Signature Science*

SiteStuff* 
SMSC Austin Design Center
Solectron Texas
Sony Online Entertainment 
Sprint Nextel
Surgient Networks*
Triangle Technology*
Ultra Electronics AdvancedTactical Systems*
United Devices*

Spinal implants, design, manufacturing and marketing   
Computer maker’s tech and administration support center   
VoIP telecom equipment manufacturing    
Electronic contract manufacturing and printed circuit boards   

Data infrastructure software developer     
Chip, hardware and software design     
Microprocessor development for wireless products    
Genomics services for animal breeding     

Biological testing technologies development and manufacturing  
Online payment services and data center    
Software for medical research applications    
Engineering       
Orthobiologics R&D for surgical product manufacturing   

Materials and packaging for semiconductor industry sales and customer service

Surge protectors and electrical devices manufacturing 
Telecommunications R&D      
E-commerce software       
Blood testing and health screening analysis    
Online, multiplayer gaming     
Software R&D for technology management and IT processes   
Electronic design automation services and software for semiconductor     
Medical records software development      
Semiconductor chip design   
Software applications development, integration, & support
Interconnect devices manufacturing  
Blade PC manufacturing and software developer  
Semiconductor design, broadband applications  
E-commerce software for the nonprofit industry 
Data storage devices manufacturing  
Investment trading technology development & services    
Info and data analysis services for oil and gas industry 
Process control software and systems R&D 
Internet-based financial services provider for banks and credit unions
Smart-card software development     
Spinal implant sales and distribution 
Business process management software     
Biometric software and services  
Email management and security      
Game software publisher      
Software developer for telecom industry    
Virtual instrumentation software and hardware manufacturing   
Environmental and video monitoring devices manufacturing    
Software developer for clinical applications
Enterprise software development and data center    
Process control software developer
Project and Human Resources management software
IT solutions for financial services industry    
Accounting software for professional services    
Telecommunications      
Information governance solutions and electronic evidence management  
Software developer and nonprofit solutions    
Technical services related to national security and law enforcement, environmental  management and 
biotech
Web-enabled procurement solutions and services for the real estate industry  
Semiconductor engineering design center    
Contract electronics manufacturing     
Multiplayer game developer     
Sprint Nextel        
Software and virtual lab applications for enterprise software   
IT consulting, training and staffing     
Tactical command and control systems design, software solutions and product support  
Data center virtualization software     

Live by the Lake without Leaving the City

1 & 2 bedroom apartment homes• 
16 acre private lake with hike and bike trail• 
Granite style countertops and upgraded flooring• 
Stainless/Black GE appliance package• 
Washer/dryer connections• 
Wi-Fi “hot spots”• 
Pet friendly community• 
Partnership w/ Pure Austin Fitness• 
Conveniently shop at The Domain and The Arboretum• 

4600 Seton Center Parkway
Austin, TX 78759

www.estateonquarrylake.com

MoPac

183

360

Braker Ln.

Seton 
Center 
Pkwy

Come and See 
Our Newly Upgraded Interiors!

Come and See 
Our Newly Upgraded Interiors!

512-418-7600512-418-7600
Bring this ad in and 

receive a special 
promotion

Bring this ad in and 
receive a special 

promotion
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company headquarters* Community  
Corridors

Quite possibly no other area in Austin exemplifies 
“high tech” like the Riata area. This 400-acre 
area has the largest concentration of high tech 
employees – more than 8,000 – in the Austin area, 
with more than two million sq. ft. of office space. 
This corridor is also home to the largest multi-family 
development in the city.

Riata

Riata

Lake Riata and Riata Park

Lake Riata is a man-made lake created as a 
retention pond for the Riata development. Before 
“green building” was popular, developers in the 
area recognized the natural beauty of the land, 
took care to retain and plant native plants, and 
filled the lake with fish and plants that would 
naturally filter the water. A playscape, jogging 
trails, seating and tennis courts were added to 
create Riata Park, and management of the park was 
turned over to the City of Austin. Combined, the 
park and lake cover 16 acres.  

6

 Parks and Trails

Texas Instruments comes to Austin

In the mid-1960s, Texas Instruments was looking 
to make a significant investment in Austin. Vic 
Mathias, then head of the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, told them about a site in far northwest 
Austin, but the TI executives didn’t have time to 
drive to it. Vic and a colleague at the Chamber 
went out to the site with a large white bed sheet 
and the TI executives flew over in their jet to see 
where the property began. Vic then drove to the 
other side of the 400 acres, held the sheet out 
again, and the jet flew over to see the other side of 
the tract. After making a few passes to survey the 
land from above, the TI executives called within 
hours to put the land under contract for Texas 
Instruments.

Much of what is pictured here constitutes the 
original Texas Instruments land purchase.

History

Riata Resort Apartment Community

The Riata Resort Apartment Community is the 
largest multi-family development in the city, and it 

1
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Apple Inc.

Riata Crossing and Riata Corporate Park

Riata Crossing and Riata Corporate Park constitute 
the largest multi-tenant office project in Austin, 
with a combined one million square feet of office 
space. The buildings were leased as quickly as they 
could be built, primarily to tech and Fortune 500 
companies. Today, approximately 6,000 people 
work in the complexes. 

Riata Crossing features four two-story buildings. 
One building is leased to DR Horton, and the 
remaining three buildings are occupied by Apple 
Inc. In late 2004, Apple Inc. consolidated all its 
Austin offices to this area, now occupying 275,000 
square feet in these three buildings. A fourth 
80,000 sq. ft., two-story building broke ground on 
July 21 and should be completed by August 2008. 

2

  Commercial property

3 Riata Corporate Park consists of nine buildings, 
which are 98% full. Tenants include Centex Homes, 
nVidia, Computer Associates, DHI Mortgage, 
ViaGen, Visa, Pervasive Software and ACS (Affiliated 
Computer Services), a Fortune 500 company that 
has a major contract with the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission. 

With 251,400 square feet of space, Research Park 
Place, completed in July, could accommodate up 
to 1,200 employees when it’s fully occupied. For 
more information, visit www.researchparkplace.
com or contact Max Moss at 482-5570. 

Riata Vista Business Park will go up on this 
36-acre space, with a 140,000-square-foot office 
building planned to be complete summer 2008. For 
more information, contact Aquila Commercial at 
684-3800.

4
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Riata Trace Pkwy

Sponsored by

was the largest multi-family transaction in Austin 
history. Construction began in 1996 and eight 
villages were completed in 2001. Today, there 
are more than 2,100 apartment homes, ranging 
from entry-level to luxury living. Residents enjoy 
miles of jogging trails, a nine-hole putting green, 
car washing stations, nine swimming pools, and 
racquetball, volleyball and basketball courts. 

A new and final phase of the Riata community 
is in the planning stages and would include an 
additional 288 luxury apartment homes, as well as 
a dog park, two bocce ball courts, a lap pool and a 
pub-like entertainment area that will include the 
latest console games, a media room, pool tables 
and more. Construction should be complete by 
early 2008. For more information, visit www.riata.
com or call 437-1000.
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EDUCATION FOCUS
C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  N E W S P A P E R

Austin ISD    August 2007

Sixth-grade students at Murchison Middle School are 
no longer sharing the hallways with older students. The 
school was the first in Austin ISD to host a sixth grade 
center last year, where students attend most classes away 
from the other grades on the campus.The result is an 
easier transition to middle school.

Sixth-grade classes are in portable buildings, and 
students only go to the main building to take science and 
elective classes or go to their lockers.

 “The whole middle school concept is based around 
teams and around the grade levels, and if we were able 
to get all of the same grade levels together, it provided 
a comfort zone for those kids because they know each 
other,” said Principal Kimiko Cartwright. “Also, we were 
able to get our teachers around the same area. We were 
able to provide a small community within this huge 
school of 1,200.”

Sixth graders are on a different bell schedule from the 
rest of the school with eight periods, and tend to keep in 
the same group of portables throughout the day. 

“We wanted to schedule language arts for two periods, 
but the positive offshoot of that is that when they transi-
tion to classes, the seventh and eighth graders are not 
transitioning at that time,” Cartwright said. “When you 
are a sixth grader, it can be a little scary to be outside, 
especially at a school our size. This way they aren’t all 

outside [together].” 
With the success of the center at Murchison, the district 

has decided to try a similar program in schools on the 
east side of Austin, including Webb, Dobie, Pearce, Keal-
ing and Garcia.

“[Murchison] became my model and now I’m doing 
it in five of my needy schools, because I think that’s the 
model we should use,” Dr. Pat Forgione, AISD superin-
tendent, said. “Austin used to have a sixth grade center 
where they take you out of all the schools and then you 
go on to junior high. We can’t afford it anymore. We have 
our elementary schools pre-k to fifth and now we have 

middle schools six to eight, but that doesn’t mean you 
can’t take a wing and make it a sixth grade 

center. That’s what worked so 

Formerly located at Johnston High, 
the LASA advanced academic 
program moved to LBJ in 2002. The 
curriculum, written by the school’s 
teachers specifically for LASA students, 
rigorously covers all the core subjects 
and is designed for those who are 
looking to be accepted into highly 
selective colleges. Applications 
are accepted from freshmen and 
sophomores in January, and students 
must take a placement exam.

Example courses: Medical 
Microbiology, Multivariable Calculus

More info: www.lbjhs.net/lasa

Students at this four-year program 
can choose to major in music, visual 
arts, dance or theater arts, and 
although technically a “school within 
a school,” all of McCallum’s students 
interact in similar classes. To apply, 
eighth grade students must present 
a portfolio or an audition and offer 
letters of reference. In 2005, Newsweek 
magazine ranked the academy within 
the nation’s top three percent for 
American high schools. 

Example courses: Computer 
Animation, Art History

More info: www.austinschools.org/
campus/mccallum/fine_arts/

Students from all over Austin apply 
to this liberal arts, math and science 
magnet school. Kealing focuses on the 
role of technology in education and 
student-led research. Students apply 
with a questionnaire from a parent, 
examples of work, grades and a self 
evaluation. Kealing has taken state 
awards in science, math and chess.

Example courses: Forensic Science, 
Programming in Java, Comic Books as 
Literature

More info: www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=028

Accepting high school students from 
both AISD and the Texas School for the 
Deaf, the Institute offers a two-year 
program with a paid summer internship 
that prepares students for jobs in the 
culinary and hospitality fields. Students 
can earn college credit in many of the 
courses, and students in the hospitality 
program spend several days a week 
at local hotels getting hands-on 
experience.

Example courses: Food Production, 
Management & Service, Travel and 
Tourism Marketing

More info: www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=023

Created in 2003 with the help of St. 
David’s, Seton, ACC, Travis County 
Medical Society and the University of 
Texas, the institute allows AISD students 
to study to become medical, lab and 
pharmacy technicians or nurses. Soon, 
the school will offer pre med, dental, 
pharmacy and veterinary. Students can 
earn college credits and sometimes 
certification in certain fields. Interested 
students can apply in eighth through 
11th grade.

Example courses: Health Science 
Technology

More info: www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=121

There was a thre-to-one ratio of 
applicants to positions for the first 
year of this new college preparatory 
school for middle and high school 
girls. Each grade will hold 115 
students when the school opens this 
month, and the curriculum will be 
tailored to the academic and athletic 
strategies that work best for young 
girls. Uniforms are required at the 
school, but there is no tuition for 
those students accepted into the 
program.

Example courses: Girls As Leaders

More info: http://www.austinisd.org/
schools/annrichards

Lanier Health Sciences 
Institute

The Liberal Arts and Science 
Academy at LBJ High School

Kealing Magnet Program

Fine Arts Academy at 
McCallum

Ann Richards School For 
Young Women Leaders

well at Murchison, and the teachers loved it, the parents 
loved it. When you find a good practice you move it into 
your needier schools.”

Students at each grade level are divided into teams led 
by four teachers and remain with the same group of stu-
dents throughout the school year. The program can also 
work as a transition tool for students entering the sixth 
grade who might otherwise feel intimidated in the larger 
school environment, Cartwright said.

“This is a smaller setting. They feel like this is their 
section of the building, and they don’t have to worry 
about the entire campus and the entire student body. So 
it breaks it down a little bit into something that’s a little 
more like what they had in elementary school,” she said. 
“It makes it a much nicer environment and a 
more comfortable feeling.”

Sixth grade centers at five 
more Austin middle schools
•	Webb	 •	Dobie
•	Pearce	 •	Kealing
•	Garcia

Dr. Pat Forgione, AISD 
superintendent, hopes to 
introduce the sixth grade 
center concept in all 18 AISD 
middle schools.

Then 2007-2008

Program softens middle school transition
by beth wade

Travis Institute of 
Hospitality & Culinary Arts

•	6th	graders	in	7	classes 
a day.
•	An	average	of	30-40	students	
per class
•	Teachers	in	class	five	out	of	
seven periods a day.

Now
•	6th	graders	in	8	classes	a	day
•	An	average		of	25	students	
per classes
•	Teachers	in	classes	six	out	of	
8 periods a day

MoPac

Whether a student wants to work in a 
kitchen, or treat those who end up 

burning themselves in one, AISD has a program 
for it. The Austin district gives parents and 
students options within the public school 
system for advanced or occupational studies 
through their magnet schools and special 
campuses. The programs require application 
and draw students from all over the district; 
AISD provides the transportation to make this 
possible. The district funds these programs 
through the use of school funds, donations and 
private partnerships.
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AISD specialty education programs
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  3:  Reading 88%  •  Math 78%

  4:  Reading 81%  •  Math 81%

  5:  Reading 77%  •  Math 77%

  6:  Reading 86%  •  Math 74%

  7:  Reading 72%  •  Math 65%

  8:  Reading 78%  •  Math 59%

  9:  Reading 82%  •  Math 56%

10:  English Language Arts 84%  •  Math 62%

11:  English Language Arts 88%  •  Math 78%

2006 TAKS Results 

Reading     87%       83%
Math      75%       71%
Writing      91%       89%
Science      70%       68%
Social Studies     87%       85%

state district

au s t i n  isd:

Economically Disadvantaged:     55.6%    60.3%
Limited English Proficient (LEP):    15.8%    23.9%
Teacher/Student Ratio:     14.9    14.4
Average Years Experience of Teachers:   11.5    11.3
Average Actual Salaries, Teachers: $41,744  $40,245

to t a l  s t u d e n t s :  81,003

district scores by grade

20062006 statistics

2006 2007

state district

l a m a r  m i d d l e  s c h o o l

6201 Wynona
Austin • 414-3217
www.austinisd.org/schools/website.phtml?id=032

Principal: Mike Atchley
Open Since: 1955
Total Students: 687
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 13.5
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 45.0%
2007 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 6: Reading 88%, Math 71%
Grade 7: Reading 81%, Math 78%
Grade 8: Reading 82%, Math 72%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 88%, Math 77%

m u r c h i s o n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l
3700 North Hills Dr. 
Austin • 414-3254
www.austinisd.org/schools/website.phtml?id=035

Principal: Kimiko Cartwright, new principal
Open Since: 1967
Total Students: 1,253
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 16.8
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 18.1%
2007 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 6: Reading 97%, Math 96%
Grade 7: Reading 89%, Math 87%
Grade 8: Reading 96%, Math 89%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 94%, Math 89%

summit elementary

12207 Brigadoon Ln.
Austin • 414-4484
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=104

Principal: Ann Lilie
Open Since: 1986
Total Students: 599
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  15.2
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
34.9%
2007 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading 98%, Math 93%

Grade 4: 
Reading 96%, Math 95%

Grade 5: 
Reading 89%, Math 94%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 97%, Math 95%

a n d e r s o n  h i g h  s c h o o l
8403 Mesa Dr.
Austin • 414-2538
www.austinisd.org/schools/website.phtml?id=001

Principal: Donna Houser, new principal 
Open Since: 1973
Total Students: 2,088 
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio: 17.5
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 17.9%
2007 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 9:  Reading 91%, Math 79%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 93%, Math 84%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 95%, Math 93%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 94%, Math 86%

PilloW elementary

3025 Crosscreek Dr.
Austin • 414-2350  
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=096

Principal: Linda Webb
Open Since: 1969
Total Students: 516
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  14.0
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
56.4%
2007 Accountability Rating:  
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading 95%, Math 88%

Grade 4: 
Reading 93%, Math 87%

Grade 5: 
Reading 97%, Math 99%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 99%, Math 90%

Attends Burnet Middle School and 
Anderson High School.

doss elementary

7005 Northledge 
Austin • 414-2365 
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
details.phtml?id=063&lang=

Principal: Sharon Raven
Open Since: 1970
Total Students: 625
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  15.1
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
11.7%
2007 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading 99%, Math 99%

Grade 4: 
Reading 97%, Math 97%

Grade 5: 
Reading 99%, Math 98%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 99%, Math 98%

hill elementary

8601 Tallwood Drive 
Austin • 414-2369 
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=071

Principal: Connie Giles
Open Since: 1970
Total Students: 739
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  16.8
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
11.1%
2007 Accountability Rating: 
Exemplary

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading 96%, Math 95%

Grade 4: 
Reading 98%, Math 98%

Grade 5: 
Reading 96%, Math 93%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 98%, Math 97%

m c c a l l u m  h i g h  s c h o o l
5600 Sunshine Dr.
Austin • 414-2519 
www.austinisd.org/schools/website.phtml?id=012

Principal: Michael Garrison
Open Since: 1953
Total Students: 1,671
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  16.9
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 34.0%
2007 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 9:  Reading 86%, Math 62%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 90%, Math 69%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 96%, Math 89%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 88%, Math 71%

Source: Texas Education Agency 
Academic Excellence Indicator System, 
www.tea.state.tx.us, AISD Community 
Relations Department

Northwest Austin readers are also served 
by Pflugerville and Round Rock ISDs. 
Visit www.impactnews.com for that 
information covered in our June and July 
issues.

brentWood elementary

6700 Arroyo Seco 
Austin • 414-2039 
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
details.phtml?id=051&lang=

Principal: Katherine Williams-Carter
Open Since: 1950
Total Students:376
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  12.5
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
58.8%
2007 Accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading: 92%, Math 59%

Grade 4: 
Reading 95%, Math 99%

Grade 5: 
Reading85%, Math 93%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 91%, Math 85%

highland Park elementary

4900 Fairview
Austin • 414-2090
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=070

Principal: Tammy Workman
Open Since: 1952
Total Students:512
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  15.3
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
5.7%
2007 Accountability Rating: 
Exemplary 

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading 99%, Math 98%

Grade 4: 
Reading 99%, Math 99%

Grade 5: 
Reading 97%, Math 97%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 99%, Math 95%

davis elementary

5214 Duval Rd.
Austin •414-2580
http://www.austinisd.org/schools/
website.phtml?id=061

Principal: Douglas Hall
Open Since: 1992
Total Students:364
2006 Teacher/Student Ratio:  15.3
2006 Economically Disadvantaged: 
21.9%
2007 Accountability Rating: 
Recognized

2006 TAKS Scores
Grade 3: 
Reading 99%, Math 93%

Grade 4: 
Reading 91%, Math 93%

Grade 5: 
Reading 90%, Math 91%

2007 TAKS Scores 
Reading 95%, Math 93%

2007 TAKS scores by grade are not yet 
available. 

schools Within northWest austin readershiP
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ed. Every way we tried to go there was a roadblock,” said 
Capital Metro Community Involvement Coordinator Julie 
Martin, who headed up the meeting. “In order for us to 
stay on time, we had to move forward.”

The current plan accommodates approximately 95 
parked cars and a bus stop, and according to Capital Metro 
TxDOT has given its blessing to the design. Although the 
plan is just a concept and is likely to evolve, Capital Metro 
engineer King Kaul says there are factors limiting how 
much control Capital Metro has over the location.

“Two of the main reasons we ended up not selecting 
Robinson Ranch were drainage and land negotiation,” Kaul 
said. “The intersection of McNeil and Howard has drain-
age from the north side that crosses Howard Lane causing 
a flood situation. In Robinson Ranch lots of the land is a fill 
area with geotechnical problems. In some areas we would 
have to excavate 14 feet, so there are more costs.”

Neighbors pointed out that MoPac drivers looking to 
avoid the last toll plaza often stick to the feeder road, which 

causes them to speed past McNeil.
“If traffic comes north down MoPac, they’ll have to cross 

McNeil Drive to get to the rail station entrance. There are 
already delays in getting out of the neighborhood on the 
Howard side due to traffic and in heavy rain the intersec-
tion becomes blocked,” said one resident. “The construc-
tion of this stop would be changing the character of our 
neighborhood.”

State Rep. Mark Strama, Leander Mayor John Cowman, 
Austin City Council member Mike Martinez and County 
Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt were present at the neigh-
borhood meeting. 

Since the meeting, Capital Metro and the Hidden Estates 
neighborhood have formed a group to discuss  their con-
cerns, and Capital Metro is looking at other locations in 
the area. The station plan has been temporarily put on hold 
until a decision can be reached.

“This is not just a budget issue, (to use Robinson Ranch) 
the private landowner has to agree to the development,” 
Martinez said. “We’re willing to hear all suggestions, but 
there are other factors. We generally want to come in on 
budget. The taxpayers have granted Capital Metro the 
money to do this, but only a finite amount.” 

MetroRail station
continued FRoM |1
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This preliminary design for the rail station, drawn in June, was presented at 
the July 31 meeting to Hidden Estates residents. The stop is located within 
Capital Metro’s right-of-way and holds 95 parking spots.

(top) Held inside the home of a Hidden Estates resident, the neighborhood 
meeting to show the MoPac station drew not only residents but city officials. 
From left, Austin City Council member Mike Martinez, Leander Mayor 
John Cowman and Capital Metro’s Julie Martin.
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Hidden
Estates

Mom’s Day Out
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

9:00a.m. - 2:00p.m.
• MDO is a preschool tuition program
   with registration on a space-available basis.
• Fall, Spring and Summer sessions
• Curriculum based
   Call 343-7385 to register.

Kid’s Music Theatre
Sunday Rehearsals 9/9 - 12/9

 5:30p.m. - 7:00p.m.
• Join us and be a part of the Christmas
   musical, Angels Aware
• 4 years - 5th grade
• Registration open now till 9/9/07
Call 345-3771 for more information.

Develop your 
child’s confidence.

Making moms happy 
for over 30 years!

M
op

ac

183Steck Ave.

Find & Follow Jesus Together
Hillcrest Baptist Church

3838 Steck Ave. 
Austin, Tx 78759

Prayer Line: 
512-345-3019

HILLCREST
WWW.HILLCRESTAUSTIN.ORG

© 2007 Taylor Woodrow Homes.
Inspired by you® is a registered mark 
of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information
contained within this advertisement 
is correct at time of publication 
and subject to change. 0507

Realtors® Welcome

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect

our commitment to addressing the total lifestyle

priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed

homes with all the right touches just the way you want

it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

Inspired by you.®

The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch
River Heights Overlook

512.266.5926
From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Belcara
512.554.9800

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Senna Hills Garden Homes
From the $300s

512.263.2655

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s

TWA-N7185_4.9167x6.5  5/7/07  3:04 PM  Page 1
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Pat Forgione, Austin ISD Superintendent

Family: Married, three grown sons from a previous 
marriage
Education: Doctorate in Administration and Policy 
Analysis, Stanford University; Master’s Degree in 
Urban History, Stanford University; Master’s Degree in 
Educational Administration, Loyola College; Bachelor’s 
Degrees in Theology and Philosophy, St. Mary’s Seminary 
and University
Contact: 414-2412, superintendent@austinisd.org

Q.  What are challenges AiSd faces?
A.  One of our big challenges is teacher retention. Many of 
the teachers we hire are young, and so they have family in 
Fort Worth or a boyfriend in Houston. We develop teachers 
very well here at AISD and a lot of the suburbs are trying to 
pick our teachers off because they are so well developed. 
There’s also the cost of living, if they can buy a house for 
cheaper in Manor or Pflugerville then why commute to 
Austin? 

Q. How do you take care of northwest Austin when you 
have such a large and diverse district?
A. Northwest Austin has tough clientele because if 
you’re not meeting their needs, they have the money to go 
somewhere else. The quality of those schools is good, so 
what we do to keep parents interested is to provide lots of 
options. When I started offering International Baccalaureate 
at Anderson High School, a headmistress from a local private 
school said her biggest competition wasn’t other private 
schools, but International Baccalaureate. McCallum offers 
a creative focus, and the Language Arts Sciences Academy 
campus focuses on math and science skills important to 
parents. Another challenge is that in Austin, we don’t have a 
level playing field. At Blackshear,  I spend $8,000 per child, at 
Doss and Hill, I spend $4,200 per child so I’m spending twice 
as much on the east side as I am on the west side, where your 
readers are. Johnston got $10,000 per child last year and 
then Anderson got $5,400. Anderson has more experienced 
teachers, but I put more money over in Johnston so they 
could hire more specialists. You have to be committed to a 
diverse population in Austin.

W hen Forgione arrived in Austin in 1999 he was starting a new job in a new city and 
was newly married. AISD has had seven superintendents in nine years. The school 

district suffered a low bond rating and has been indicted for bad testing procedures. Now, 
Forgione is repairing the sprawling district and is helping AISD reinvent itself, even as it 
celebrates its 126th birthday.

Q.  What’s one thing people may not know about AiSd?
A.  AISD has the lowest tax rate in Central Texas. We’re at 
$1.04 for maintenance and operation, but only at 12 cents 
for interest and sinking. Pflugerville is at 35 cents and Round 
Rock is at 25 cents. AISD is a good investment because we’re 
doing a lot with less money. Voters gave us authority to raise 
taxes five cents for over $5 million in bonds, but we haven’t 
asked for a cent of that yet. Our last bond referendum passed 
with a 70 percent vote back in 2004, and that was a tough 
economy. But people believed in us, and that’s what led them 
to be willing to make an investment.

Q.  You spend a lot of time in the office. How do you stay 
connected with teachers and students?
A. I’m a big voicemail guy. I want to hear from people. I 
give people my voicemail and I get about 50 messages a day, 
and I listen to them as I drive around town. I also try to do 
classroom visits twice a week during the school year.

Q.  How did you become involved in education?
A. I had been studying to be a priest, I was in the seminary, 
and it was during the Vietnam war. I was very patriotic and 
socially motivated. I decided the priesthood wasn’t my 
primary vocation, but I still felt a social calling. So I decided to 
teach at a black high school where there were 3,200 kids in 
a three-grade school. Later I ended up turning down a job at 
the best high school in Connecticut because I realized that I 
could learn more from this Baltimore high school. Later I went 
to Smith College for a summer to learn about black studies. It 
helped me learn to identify with the students I taught.

Membership required and open to anyone who lives or works in Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell or Hays county. 1APY—Annual Percentage Yield. If requirements met: 6.01% APY on balances up to $25,000, and 1.01% APY on the 
portion of balance over $25,000. If requirements not met: 0.25% APY on balance. 210 transactions per cycle. Must maintain eStatements. Auto debit ACH also applies.

Reward Yourself With

www.heritagechecking.com

Introducing Heritage Checking
A high interest free checking account with free ATMs nationwide—no receipts required. Reward yourself with  
VISA® Debit Card usage, free eStatements and direct deposit.2 Sign up for Heritage Checking today!


