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When the population changes, hospitals 
change too – at the cost of millions of 
dollars. 

In June, St. David’s North Austin Medi-
cal Center dedicated more than $82 million 
towards building a new women’s facility, 
which will double the current capacity. 

Dr. Sonny Rivera, the St. David’s medi-
cal director for neonatal intensive care 

CONTINUED ON |15

 Current Capacity  Capacity upon completion

  Labor, delivery and recovery rooms: 13
  Postpartum rooms: 27
  Cesarean surgical suites: 2
  Neonatal intensive care unit bassinets: 16

  Labor, delivery and recovery rooms: 37
  Postpartum rooms: 61
  Cesarean surgical suites: 6
  Neonatal intensive care unit bassinets: 36

services, said that while St. David’s has al-
ways had a commitment to women’s health, 
the presence of young families and a baby 
boom demands more healthcare support. 
Without it, Austin will be in a “tenuous” 
situation.

“We have lots of young people coming 
here,” he said. “We have people who grow 
up and stay here. We have our whole indus-
try of electronics and I think that attracts a 
lot of young people.”

Don Wilkerson, CEO of the North Aus-
tin Medical Center, said once the project is 
completed in March 2009, the three-story 
building of 177,000 sq. ft. will have labor, 
delivery and recovery rooms and 6,000 sq. 

St. David’s North Austin Women’s Center

Parmer Ln

Burnet Rd

MoPac

12221 MoPac

by raChel youens

story highlights
• Owner plans tO keep land fOr current 

quarrying and ranching uses

• ranch cOuld be future site Of MetrOrail 
Or transit-Oriented develOpMents

Developers, City of Austin eye 
6,000 acres of historic ranch 
for Northwest development

“I think, in my entire career, I probably 
will never present a case this large to you in 
one single time,” neighborhood planning 
and zoning director Greg Guernsey said in 
the 2004 city council meeting to annex the 
Robinson ranch.

What he speaks of is a developer’s dream 
in the middle of north Austin. This vacant 
piece of land is surrounded to the north 
by Round Rock’s tech industry and to the 
south by the commercial growth along 
US 183. For more than 100 years, much of 
these nearly 7,000 acres of land remained 
undeveloped under the ownership of the 
Robinson family. However, as Austin grows 
around this prime real estate, the Robin-
sons are under pressure to sell and open the 
land to development.

Annexation
The City of Austin annexed 6,000 acres of 

the ranch in 2004, making Austin the larg-
est unincorporated city in land size in Wil-
liamson County. The land was previously 
within Austin’s extraterritorial jurisdiction 
but was not actually within the city limits. 
In the agreement, the city states its reason 
for annexation to “establish, define, protect 
and clarify (their) jurisdiction and regula-
tory authority over the Robinson ranch.” 
Pursuing annexation early would allow 
the city to secure all the land before Round 
Rock annexed it or before it was annexed 
out in small parcels.

“One unusual thing about this case was 
that most of the time, when you are doing 
zoning and annexation like this, you have 
something in mind that you want to do, 
and in this case there wasn’t,” Guernsey 
said. “We worked with the landowners but 
there wasn’t actually a proposed develop-
ment or project for the site.”

The Robinson ranch is currently under 
limited-purpose jurisdiction, meaning that 

Local hospitals build and revamp
Seton and St. David’s change to serve new population needs

Source: Robinson Ranch annexation agreement and Austin White Lime Co., aerial photo courtesy of Aerotech

All of the land has 
been zoned as mixed 
use or transit oriented 
development.

story highlights

• st. david’s nOrth austin tO build 
specialty wOMen’s center

• setOn nOrthwest reMOdels adding Mri, 
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Caves, lakes and creeks run 
through the land. The city 
protected these by designating 
them open space. These green belts 
will also help break up development 
in the future.

The Austin White Lime Company has been 
operating quarries here since 1888 and is 
now owned by the Robinson family.

Residential and miscellaneous developments on 
land sold or leased from Robinson ranch

Land sold for community beneficial projects sold from Robinson 
ranch such as: 
•Motorola / Freescale            •McNeil High School
•Abbott Labs / Hospira         •Toll 45 and Toll 1
•St. David’s Medical Center Round Rock

Robinson ranch land 
in Austin
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Future MetroRail

Gov. Sam Houston
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80th Legislature round up

Northwest development 
overlooked by media

John P. Garrett

Publisher’s 
Note

John P. Garrett

It seems like a week can’t pass without 
hearing about a new retail project or major 
development in surrounding cities, and 
yet, little seems to be written about North-
west Austin’s growth. Although some me-
dia outlets may overlook our area, the City 
of Austin does not.

All someone has to do is look around 
and see a changing demographic matched 
with a large amount of open, unused land 
to know that Northwest Austin is full of 
potential big changes. Our two lead stories 
this month speak to the future of this great 
place to live and work. 

Robinson Ranch is not only a large part 
of Austin history. It’s simply a large part of 
Austin. The city annexed this 6,000-acre 
ranch with hopes that it would become 
a transit-oriented development. If you 
haven’t traveled the toll roads much (see 

page 22 for a map of the toll system) then 
you’re missing out on an elevated view of 
the property which, while currently dot-
ted by trees and lakes, could eventually 
be covered with high-rise buildings and a 
MetroRail stop, if developers have it their 
way.

The St. David’s announcement of a new 
women’s center at the North Austin Medi-
cal Center is just one of the big healthcare 
developments happening in our area. Se-
ton Northwest Hospital, which has been in 
Northwest Austin for 16 years, is develop-
ing its focus of service partially based on 
the area’s aging population. 

As you open other newspapers or search 
online, don’t be fooled into thinking this 
area isn’t currently or historically relevant. 
Northwest Austin is not just an after-
thought to Austin or a place you pass on 
the way out of town. That’s what this news-
paper is all about – to give a local look at 
what is going on around you. Let us know 
how we are doing – email me at jgarrett@
impactnews.com
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The 80th Texas Legislature wrapped up in May. Some of the major changes passed by 
legislators are listed below, some are still pending signature by Gov. Rick Perry.

State Budget
The state biennium, or two year, budget was set at slightly more than $152 billion, a 

seven percent increase from the last biennium. Education saw a $3.9 billion funding 
increase, and funding for health and human services and public safety and criminal 
justice was also raised.

Transportaion
A statewide two-year moratorium was established on comprehensive development 

agreements, such as the one formed with Cintra-Zachry for the Trans-Texas Corridor. 
Senate Bill 792 exempts some areas of the state from this moratorium and also creates 
a committee to investigate the implications of private funding. The North Texas Toll 
Authority and the Harris County Toll Authority will be allowed to complete toll road 
projects.

Parks
More of the sporting goods tax will now go to the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department under House 
Bill 12. This November, Texas voters will have to 
decide on a $27.1 million bond for major repairs to 
Texas parks.

Education
Legislators decided TAKS testing will be phased out and replaced with end-of-course 

exams for grades 9-12 and new graduation requirements would start in 2011. House 
Bill 2236 also says no grade level will be allowed to spend more than 10 percent of its 
time on district-wide standardized tests, including TAKS practice. In a pilot program, 
legislators are allowing the state commissioner of education to select a few school 
districts for a language immersion program with House Bill 2814.

Safety
Jessica’s Law, or Senate Bill 8, was passed by legislators to make stronger penalties for 

child predators. This includes a minimum 25-year sentence for sexually violent offenses 
against a child and extends the statute of limitations for sexually violent offenses against 
a child to 20 years past the victim’s 18th birthday.

The Castle Doctrine legislation was also passed to allow Texans to defend themselves 
with deadly force in the name of self defense, protecting them from criminal charges.

After reports of misconduct in the Texas Youth Commission, which manages the 
state’s youth imprisonment, legislators passed Senate Bill 103 to target the commission’s 
biggest problems. Advocacy and support groups are now allowed to meet with the 
youths, the TYC is subject to regular state audits, training will be improved for 
corrections officers and all employees will undergo background checks.

Energy
The Legislature aims to improve energy efficiency with 

House Bill 3693, which updates building energy codes, 
requires state agencies to use more efficient equipment and 
helps to manage customer demand.

House Bill 3732 creates financial incentives for clean 
energy projects and gives grants and loans to encourage 
development of the technology.

Source: Texas House of Representatives
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Free family films
The Regal Arbor Cinema, located at 9828 Great Hills Trail, 
is offering free G and PG rated films June 5 until Aug. 9. 
All films start at 10 a.m. Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 
and seating is first come, first serve. The selection includes 
Curious George, Charlotte’s Web and Over the Hedge. For a 
full schedule, visit www.regmovies.com/freefamilyflicks/ or 
call 231-9742.

2

BMW cars and breast cancer cures
BMW of Austin is inviting the public to help fight 
breast cancer at the 11th annual BMW Ultimate Drive 
June 26. Participants are invited to test drive a car from 
the specially painted pink-ribbon fleet of 19 BMW 
vehicles at 7011 McNeil Drive.  For every mile driven, 
$1 will be donated to the Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
organization. For more information, call 343-3500 or visit 
www.bmwusa.com/theultimatedrive.

New Arboretum store
Women’s fashion store Coldwater Creek will open this 
summer in the Arboretum. Coldwater Creek is based 
out of Idaho, and this new 10,000 sq. ft. store will be the 
company’s second Austin location.

Free family music
The Gateway Church, located at 7104 McNeil Drive, 
offers free, family-friendly live music from local artists 
on the first Friday of every month at 7 p.m. Refreshments 
are also provided from the Gateway Café. For more 
information, call 837-2162 or visit www.gatewaychurch.
com.

7
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Hobby shop expands
HobbyTown USA in Parmer Crossing will be doubling 
its size from 2,000 to 4,000 sq. ft. this summer. The 
hobby shop, which specializes in remote control toys, 
will take over part of the Thomas Super Buffet at 2500 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 120. For more information, call 
246-8904 or visit www.hobbytown.com.

Jollyville Rd.

8

Braker Ln.

2222

Anderson Mill pools
The El Salido Pool 
will host a mini-
triathalon on July 13 
and September 18. 
Participants will swim 
300 meters, bike four 
miles and run one 
mile. There will be 
divisions for various 
ages as well as relays 
with awards for all. 
Cost of entry is $5 

and participants may register on the day of the event at 
11500 El Salido Parkway. Registration starts at 7:30 and 
the race begins at 8 a.m.. For more information, call 
250-8427.

The Anderson Mill Pool will offer “Floats for Flicks,” 
a family movie night on the water. Movies will show 
July 13 and Aug. 3 from 8:30 to 10 p.m. at 10701 School 
House Lane. For more information, call 258-3687.

Anderson Mill will celebrate the Fourth of July at the 
El Salido Pool. The party will include contests, diving 
exhibitions, games, food and prizes from 2 to 4 p.m.

9

4

Restaurant’s first Austin locations
Potbelly Sandwich Works opened the first of two 
Austin locations in May in the Arbor Walk at 10515 
N. MoPac. The other location will be along Guadalupe 
near the University of Texas campus. The restaurant 
will offer live music from local musicians and 
Austin-themed furniture and decorations. For more 
information, visit www.potbelly.com.

Kid’s construction
Home Depot will offer free children’s “How-To-Clinics” 
for ages 5-12 teaching tool safety and projects. Clinics 
are on the first Saturday of every month from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Home Depot location at 10515 N. MoPac. The 
project for the July 7 clinic will be making a memory box. 
For more information, call 338-1001.

11

Jollyville Pediatrics

183

Kitten baby boom
The Austin Humane Society, located at 124 Anderson 
Lane, is offering a discount on kitten and cat adoption 
in recognition of Adopt-a-Shelter-Cat Month. Summer 
is when cats deliver their kittens and animal shelters 
experience an influx of cats. Prices for cats and kittens 
have been dropped from $100 to $35, which includes 
shots, a vet visit and spaying or neutering. The Humane 
Society and the Town Lake Animal Shelter have set a goal 
to find new homes for 500 cats and kittens in the month 
of June. For more information, call 646-PETS or visit 
www.austinhumanesociety.com.
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8 Quarries
The Quarries, part of Hyde Park Baptist Church, will 
host the All-American Fouth of July celebration July 1 
at 6:30 p.m. at 11400 North MoPac. The free celebration 
will feature a fireworks show, patriotic music and guest 
speaker Lt. Col. Brian Birdwell, a survivor from the 9/11 
attacks on the pentagon. Funnel cakes, hot dogs, and bar-
b-que sandwiches will be offered free. Parking will be at 
the Braker Pointe office complex at 10801 North MoPac 
with shuttles to The Quarries. For more information, visit 
www.hpbc.org or call 241-0233.

In preparation for school athletics and summer camps, 
Jollyville Pediatrics is offering same-day sports physicals 
at its new clinic at 11851 Jollyville Road, St. 204. To make 
an appointment call 219-5550 for Dr. Evelyn Spencer or 
Dr. Nitzia Cepeda.
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arbOr cineMa

Theater keeps independent films in Northwest Austin 
by Rachel youens

He doesn’t remember the exact year the Arbor Cinema 
closed, but manager Kevin Prewitt remembers the movie 
that was out at the time. 

Starship Troopers was just being released as the theater 
closed the doors on its unique Arboretum location, where 
artificial thunderstorms pounded in the lobby’s second 
floor every half hour.

Although the old location is now occupied by a 
Cheesecake Factory restaurant, the Arbor Cinema lives 
on in a new location since 2003 and continues to keep 
independent films available in north Austin.

“I like to think I’m doing my part to keep Austin weird,” 
Prewitt said. “Most of our customers here are older or are 
college students. It’s not teenagers hanging out.”

The Arbor Cinema marked a change in Regal 
Entertainment Group’s offerings. In 1999, Regal started 
converting some of its theaters to Cinema Art, where 
independent, vintage or art films would be shown. The 
Arbor is the only one of these in Austin, and only one of 
two in Texas. It’s hard for an independent movie theater 
to thrive, Prewitt said, but it’s the support of Regal that 
allows the theater to make it.

“If you had told me then that I’d be running a theater, I 
never would have believed you. Most people don’t realize 

H i s to r y  o f  t H e  A r b o r  C i n e m A

Local  Business

Kevin Prewitt, manager of the Arbor Cinema

The Arbor Cinema was known as 
one of Austin’s top theaters for 
many years before its move. Built 
in 1985, the seven-screen theater 
was one of the first tenants 
in the Arboretum. One of the 
theater’s novelties was the THX 
sound system and certification. A 

regal Arbor Cinema
9828 Great Hills Trail • 231-9742

www.regalcinemas.com

letter from Star Wars creator and 
THX owner George Lucas was 
mailed to the Arbor, thanking 
them for their high-quality 
choice of sound system. In 2002 
Simon Property Group opted to 
terminate the theater’s lease at 
the Arboretum.

that it’s difficult because it’s really a business. Ordering 
supplies, scheduling movie times and finding reliable staff 
are all challenges of the job.”

The Arbor Cinema participates in three film festivals, 
the Austin Gay and Lesbian International Film Festival, 
the Austin Film Festival and the South by Southwest Film 
Festival. The Arbor is the northernmost theater for two of 
these festivals, primarily set in the downtown area.

“I like doing festivals because of the crowds of new 
people and excitement it brings in,” Prewitt said. “When 
we started showing Brokeback Mountain we were the only 
cinema in town that had it, and for a while half of our 
theater was showing only Brokeback Mountain.”

For the Brokeback Mountain premiere, author Larry 
McMurtry, the film’s writer, made an appearance, and 
Prewitt says many other filmmakers have passed through 
the Arbor including Quentin Tarantino. The set-back 
location along Research Boulevard affords the theater a 
sense of secrecy.

 “I miss the old theater. I miss the thunderstorms and 
I still can’t bring myself to eat at the Cheesecake Factory 
that’s there now,” Prewitt said. “But at least here you don’t 
have to run up the stairs every time you have to go to the 
bathroom during a movie.”

Great Hills Tr.

Arbor Cinema
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cakes, chOcOlates and MOre

Local  Business

Irene Selby, the creator of Cakes, Chocolates and More’s edible art

Pond Springs R
d.

183

Cakes, Chocolates 
and More

Anderson Mill
Cakes, Chocolates and more

9414 Anderson mill road, ste. 300
335-0500

Edible art cakes look almost too good to eat

Selby’s challenge is managing to 
make her cakes taste as good as 
they look. Fondant and marzipan 
are the sculpting materials on 
the outside of the cake. Marzipan 
is almond paste and fondant is 
a sugar-based paste. Both are 
mostly tasteless, so beneath 
the top layer she puts a layer of 

www.cakeschocolatesandmore.com

buttercream frosting, and then 
a jam glaze. Selby has created 
several signature designs for 
customers, including a giant high 
heel between a pair of lips for a 
customer who often put her foot 
in her mouth, as well as a bloody 
piece of steak made entirely out 
of cake.

It’s hard for some people to eat Irene Selby’s cakes. To 
them, it would be like cutting a square out of the Mona 
Lisa.

“I consider myself an artist and designer before I do a 
baker,” Selby said. “I create edible art.”

Using fondant, buttercream, marzipan and flour as her 
medium, Selby creates sugary masterpieces at her shop, 
Cakes, Chocolates and More. 

The self-taught baker and designer has tallied her 
number of creations at 9,987 and with a list of big name 
clients adding up, and around 35 cakes going out each 
week, that number is bound to keep growing.

But the journey of a thousand cakes begins with just 
one. Selby’s first designer cake was for her son’s birthday. 
He wanted a lion. She took the simple design all over 
town looking for a baker who would take the job before 
going to a craft store to buy her own supplies. As the years 
passed, she had to continue to top her own work.

Now her cakes are legendary, and friends come to 
her son’s birthday party as much for the cake as the 
celebration.

“This year, my son wanted a snake-shaped cake, and he 
was turning seven, so I created a seven-foot long snake 

cake,” Selby said. “When we got ready to start the party, I 
couldn’t find any of the kids because they had all run off 
to look at the cake.”

Her personal baking success led her to start selling her 
cakes out of her home. During her days she managed 
offices and by night she baked, resulting in Selby working 
late into the night. 

When she was laid off from her job, she had to decide 
whether to look for more office work or pursue her 
baking. The family decided to take a chance and give her 
home operation a store-front.

Hours of work go into each of Selby’s cakes because 
special measures have to be made to sculpt a cake. The 
cake must be frozen to harden it for carving and then 
colors may need to be airbrushed on the outside. 

Inside her shop Selby has photos of nearly every cake 
she’s made stacked up in big albums. Throughout the 
books are milestones, the first time she used layers or the 
first time she used a new decorating tool.

Selby says most of her skills came not from a cooking 
course, but from her time spent in New York studying 
design at Parsons University.

“Since I don’t have any formal training every cake is just 
a chance to learn a new technique,” Selby said.
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Civil War spies and intrigue
by larry willoughby

Political intrigue and military adventures were alive in 
Austin during the Civil War. Not all Texans supported the 
Confederacy, and Travis County was split evenly in sup-
port of the United States of America and the Confederate 
States of America. 

In fact, the vote in February of 1861 to decide if Texas 
was to secede was 704 to 450 in favor of staying with the 
Union. A southerner who opposed secession was called a 
Unionist, and Austin was a hotbed of Unionist activity.  

A well-known Confederate supporter named Amelia 
Barr said, “I am ashamed to say that Austin is a scandal-
ously Yankeefied Union loving town.”

Much of the Unionist sentiment was centered in the 
hills northwest of town, extending south throughout the 
hill country. Rumors abounded during the early years of 
the war. Some were no more than exaggerated suspicions, 
but some were grounded in fact. That spies were operating 
west of town was a common theme, and neighbor sus-
pected neighbor of being on the “wrong” side. 

The Unionists had two goals - the first was to stop the 
shipment of southern cotton to Mexico. Since the U.S. had 
a naval embargo around the southern states, the easiest 
method of transporting cotton to Europe was through 
Mexican ports via the Texas hill country. 

The second goal was to destroy the gunpowder fac-
tory at Anderson Mill in northwest Travis County.  These 
Unionists in the hills called themselves the Mountain 
Rangers, but the supporters of the Confederacy called 
them spies and traitors.

Anderson Mill was located west of Austin along Cy-
press Creek, a stream that flowed into the Colorado 
River.  The mill was built by Thomas Anderson, a Virgin-
ian who came to Texas in the 1850s and settled in the hills 
west of Austin. His mill ground corn and became a gath-
ering place for nearby farmers. 

By 1863, Anderson had converted his gristmill into a 
gunpowder factory to supply the Confederate army. The 
numerous bat caves in the area provided a source of bat 
guano, which was used to make saltpeter, a necessary in-
gredient of gunpowder.

Anderson’s gunpowder mill was operated by the Texas 
State Military Board. Armed guards were posted day and 
night, especially after threats that the Mountain Rangers 
were planning to sabotage the mill. There were only a few 
instances when Unionists actually tried to attack the mill, 
and no record of injuries or fatalities was ever reported. 
Evidence that there was any organized plot to take over 
the mill is scant and contradictory. 

It is a historical fact that 34 Unionists were hanged by 
Confederate supporters near Comfort northwest of San 
Antonio. They had spoken out publicly at their Lutheran 
church opposing the war and were killed by a vigilante 
gang of Confederate supporters.

Today the original site of Anderson Mill is covered by 
Lake Travis. It was rebuilt on a hill above that site by the 
Anderson Mill Garden Club, and in 1972 the Anderson 
Mill Museum was opened. 

Visit the museum at Volente near Lake Travis on FM 
2769 every fourth Sunday of the month from March 
through October. Anderson Mill

620

183

Larry Willoughby is an associate professor of history at Austin Community College 
and has taught there for 28 years.  He is the author of four books, including two 
textbooks on Texas History, a history of Texas music and a history of the city of 
Austin.

Anderson’s Mill circa 1925 from a photo supplied by Margaret Keith Halsell, great-
great-granddaughter of Thomas Anderson.

Gov. Sam Houston was forced out 
of office by the Texas Legislature in 
1861. He refused to sign the Ordinance 
of Secession that brought Texas into 
the Confederacy. President Abraham 
Lincoln telegraphed Houston and told 
him he would send in U.S. troops to 
keep him in the Governor’s office, but 
Houston refused saying he didn’t want 
his opposition to secession to lead to 
bloodshed.

Editor’s note: Last month’s history article neglected to identify information from John 
W. Clark Jr. of TSHA online.

FM 2769

Anderson Mill

Sam Houston
Photo courtesy of Texas State Library 
Archives
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Hidden Glen
Round Rock - 78681
1118 Hidden Glen
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./4/0 Ba.         
$410,000

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664             
2127 Hilton Head Dr.     
Agent: Marianne Lamele (512) 789-5775

Wood Glen
Round Rock - 78681            
2824 Chatelle Drive
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./3/0 Ba.         
$310,000

4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$459,000

Pflugerville

Northwest Austin Area
r e A L  e s tAt e  r e P o r tR e s i d e n t i a l

* On the Market

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

3

17

19

18

32

28

11

-

1

april Monthly Home sales Market

78750

78759

78727

78729

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
78750

-

9

49

47

1

-

-

-

-

78759
Average Price

+$15,050 
78727

+$12,000
78729

Changes in average selling 
price over last year

Great Hills - 78759 
6607 Lost Horizon Dr.
Agent: Monika Suhnholz 431-8046

Scofield - 78727
12705 Cinchring Lane 
Agent: Jayna Judd & Monica Johnson
695-3089

Spicewood at Balcones Village - 78750 
10710 Fountainbleu Cir. 
Agent: Carla Sharp 633-1099

Milwood - 78729 
13122 Bidwell Dr. 
Agent: Barb Bittner 431-6027 & 
Becky Griner 917-5712

4BD/3.5BA
$296,000

4BD/2.5BA
$419,000

3BD/2BA
$219,900 4BD/2BA

$365,000

78729
1

14

21

49

27

25

17

-

-

3

9

49

49

3

1

3

-

-

78727 Sold ‘07

48

54

49

35

Sold ‘07 Sold ‘06 Sold ‘06 2007
Average Price

2006

$320,000

$273,995

$199,500

$180,000

71

50

62

52

$175,000

$263,090

$184,450

$168,000

27

25

24

26

87

50

58

63

+$145,000 
78750

+$10,905
78759

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Days on Market

In 2006 a high number of condos were sold in the 78750 zip code, while this year a large number of higher priced homes were sold, 
accounting for the price disparity.

*

*
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by Pitt GaRRett

Fresh seafood will wow even those from the coast

Pacific star
Hwy. 183 at Anderson Mill  •  219-5373

m e e t  t H e  o w n e r

Neighborhood
         Dining

pacific star

Owner Juaquin Leyva at the dock of his restaurant

I am a seafood fan. Having lived in Galveston, I was 
able to become somewhat of an expert in fresh, quality 
seafood and a lover of that beachcomber atmosphere. On 
US 183, just north of Anderson Mill, is a restaurant that 
has both. It is easy to miss, as it’s set back from the road 
and the sign is blocked by the trees, but it is worth the 
turn around if you miss it.  

My first indication that this would be a special visit was 
the seaside look of the building itself. You feel like you 
are on the beach in a beachcombers shack. My second 
indication was the attitude of the patrons inside, who 
were relaxing and having a good time. As we sat down at 
our table, the friendliness of the staff was evident, too.

Figuring out what to order was difficult, as the Pacific 
Star has an array of offerings: Jumbo Shrimp, Flounder, 
Red Snapper, Drum, Oysters, Catfish, Crawfish, Crab 
Fingers and Fried Clams. 

Their appetizers include Gumbo, Boiled Shrimp, 
Catfish Nuggets, Shrimp and Oyster Cocktail, Spicy 
Chicken Wings, Calamari, Oysters on the half-shell and 
Fried Clams.   

In addition, they offer three Po Boys: Catfish, Oyster 
and Shrimp. They also have a children’s menu that offers 
shrimp, catfish or chicken tenders. ($4.50) For those on 

Hwy. 79 at IH 35 North  •  255-3535

the run, there is a special lunch menu available from 11 
a.m. until 3 p.m. ($6.95)

Pacific Star offers wine by the glass and, while I didn’t 
order it myself, the frosted mug of beer looked awfully 
good. They also have the usual sodas, tea and coffee.  The 
restaurant features a covered outdoor patio on which to 
enjoy your drinks.

I ordered the Stuffed Flounder ($15.99) and a cup of 
Gumbo. ($3.50) The Gumbo was flavorful, with just the 
right touch of spices. The Stuffed Flounder was filled with 
crabmeat, and the flounder was fresh and moist. There 
might have been a little too much paprika for some tastes, 
but for me it was perfect.  The meal was served with 
shrimp-flavored rice, garlic toast and melted butter.

The Pacific Star Platter ($13.99) is a fried combination 
of shrimp, oysters, catfish filet, stuffed crab with French 
fries, jalapeno hush puppies and garlic toast. The catfish 
and shrimp were fresh and tasty. The oysters were 
amazing. 

My final indication that this was indeed a special place 
were the comments by the patrons who found out I was 
interviewing owner Juaquin Leyva. “Please don’t write 
about this place, we don’t want anyone to know about it!”  

Sorry guys, I’m just doing my job.

Pacific Star is a family owned 
business.  Owner Juaquin Leyva 
and his brothers see to it that 
the customers enjoy their 
experience. 

Juaquin has owned the 
restaurant for ten years, and prior 
to that was a chef at a country 
club in Houston.

www.pacificstarseafood.com
183

RM 620

Pacific Star

Anderson Mill Rd. 79

Pacific Star

N
. M

ays

Round RockAustin
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Robinson Ranch
CONTINUED FROM |1

it operates under city zoning but does not pay city proper-
ty tax or receive municipal services such as police and gar-
bage collection. When development begins, the land will 
undergo full annexation, said Virginia Collier of Austin’s 
platting and zoning commission.
The select few

The Averys, another well-known land-holding family, 
are famous in Round Rock. The sales of their ranchland 
have led to the development of Seton Medical Center Wil-
liamson, The Round Rock Higher Education Center and 
subdivisions bearing their name. The Robinson family, 
however, shy away from publicity and have been reluctant 
to sell land or even to let it be annexed. The family declined 
to comment for this story.

In the annexation and development agreement, the 
Robinsons stated they had no interest in development or 
changing the land use from its current agricultural and 
quarrying projects with Austin White Lime Co.

But the Robinson family has not shut their land off from 
development entirely. The family, led by Spike and son 
Brad, generally only sell land for projects that are benefi-
cial to the community. 

Over the last 20 years, small plots along the edges of the 
property have been sold for development of Motorola, Ab-
bott Labs, Round Rock ISD schools and Round Rock’s first 
hospital, St. David’s Medical Center Round Rock. 

In 2003, 320 acres were sold to the Texas Turnpike Au-
thority and Williamson County in order to build Toll 45 
and the extension of MoPac. According to the agreement, 
the Turnpike Authority and the county had to pay more 
because the road bisected the land and devalued it. The 
land was sold at $62,500 per acre for a grand total of more 
than $20 million dollars.
Transit-oriented development

The MetroRail stop is one reason why growth in and 
around Robinson ranch seems inevitable. The Capital 
Metropolitan Transit Authority has already done envi-
ronmental impact research on the Robinson ranch for a 
MetroRail stop, due in 2008, along Howard Lane near Mc-
Neil High School and the Robinson-owned Austin White 
Lime Co. Capital Metro is currently building a bridge for 
the MetroRail where it crosses the Union Pacific railway 
and is expected to announce a choice for the rail stop in 
the coming weeks.

In the city’s zoning process for the Robinson ranch it de-
signed three land uses. The first is mixed use combining 
residential, commercial and industrial uses. The second 
is zoned open space, which comprises 1,760 acres of the 
land. The third is the newest form of zoning, transit-ori-
ented development. TOD is a special type of design that is 
pedestrian oriented and reinforces the use of mass transit.

In 2003, Envision Central Texas, a non-profit group that 
encourages positive urban growth, targeted the Robinson 
ranch as a concept site for the future of TOD. What they 
came up with was McNeil Junction, featuring around sev-

en blocks of high and medium density housing fanning out 
from a commercial town center that surrounds a possible 
MetroRail station. 

While the McNeil Junction concept ultimately has no 
power over what will occur within the Robinson ranch, it 
offers an idea of what the city and developers envision.

The entire piece of land also falls under the category of 
a planned unit development. This type of development is 
intended for large, complex areas to help put them under 
control as a single, continuous unit rather than dividing the 
project into small individual areas. Most recently, a PUD 
was used in the case of the former Concordia University 

site near 34th Street.
Looking forward

The next step in the process is up to the Robinson fam-
ily. While the land is annexed and zoned, it is not sold, and 
the Robinsons made it clear in their annexation agreement 
that they would be able to continue their current opera-
tions unhindered.

“One of the things annexation gives the Robinsons is 
certainty,” Guernsey said. “Certainty is the golden goose 
of development. If you know what you can do in the future 
and not worry about codes changing, that brings a lot of 
comfort.”

Capital Metro
Beside the Austin White Lime Company is the intersection of the Union Pacific and Capital 

Metro rail lines. In 2008, the MetroRail will begin running from Leander to downtown 

Austin. To prevent complications with the Union Pacific train, Capital Metro is building 

an overpass here. Last month Capital Metro discovered the overpass was built too low 

and another $260,000 will have to be spent to lower the tracks and raise the bridge.

Austin White Lime Co.
Established in 1888, the Austin White Lime Company has been a part of the Round 
Rock and Austin economies for more than 118 years. Still visible from McNeil Road is 
an original wood-fired kiln used to burn the water out of the limestone to produce 
quicklime. In 1894, 300 barrels of lime were produced daily from the operation.  The 
company employed 30 to 50 men during this time.  Most of the workers lived in 
nearby company houses. Alfred Robinson joined the company in 1912, later his sons, 
Alfred H. and George E. Robinson, took over the operation. 

Martin Hill Reservoir
Named for the one of the men who 
founded Austin White Lime, the 
Martin Hill Reservoir holds 34 million 
gallons of water and covers 53,000 
sq. ft. compared to a football field’s 
45,000 sq. ft. As of 2004, the reservoir 
was still considered the largest steel 
potable water tank in the US. In 2004, 
the City of Austin spent $1.5 million 
to have the tank’s inside and outside 
repainted.

McNeil Post Office
The post office and company store served 
the large Mexican-American population that 
worked at and lived around Austin White Lime. 
This company established their own currency 
system of tokens for their employees to use at 
the store.

When seconds count...rapid treatment for heart and minor emergencies.

Located at 38th St. and Lamar Blvd.
512-407-7000 • www.HeartHospitalofAustin.com

EMERGENCY CARE 
with a greater sense of urgency.

#1 RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS BY HEALTHGRADES [FOUR YEARS IN A ROW].

R obinson ranch is dotted 
with landmarks and has 
been a significant property 
for Northwest Austin and 

Round  Rock for many years. 

Source: “Historical Round Rock Texas” by Karen Thompson and Jane H. Digesualdo and Capital Metro
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Northwest health
CONTINUED FROM |1

ft. of retail space that could possibly in-
clude everything from maternity clothes to 
a salon and an expanded neonatal intensive 
care unit, as just a few of its features. 

A sky bridge will connect the second 
floor to the main building. The facility will 
have room to move up another five stories 
and add 200,000 sq. ft. Wilkerson said he 
hopes to eventually have not only OB/GYN 
physicians on site, but everything from 
neurosurgeons to general surgeons who 
specialize in women’s care.

“This project has me more excited than 
any other that I have ever been associated 
with,” he said.
Foundational attractions

Wilkerson believes his St. David’s cam-
pus was chosen as the site for the new hos-
pital partially because of its pre-existent 
dedication to women’s health. It is home to 
the Renaissance Women’s Group and other 
OB/GYN doctors. 

Then last year, the Austin Area Ob-
stetrics, Gynecology and Fertility Group, 
which delivers more than 2,000 babies an-
nually, approached the hospital about ac-
quiring space. 

“Their vision, our vision and the other 
doctors visions matched up,” he said.

The initiative led to what Jon Foster, CEO 
and president of St. David’s Healthcare 
described as “the single largest investment 
for women’s services ever in Central Texas,” 
with most of it dedicated to the North 
Austin center. 
Different needs

In other portions of Northwest Austin, 
the demographic is not getting younger. It 
is getting older.

That has caused Seton Northwest Hospi-
tal to respond to a different need. 

Seton Northwest was the newest hospital 
in town 16 years ago, and the only major 
medical facility in the Northwest area. That 
is not the case any more, but the hospital 
still plans to keep a competitive edge with a 
prescription of $8.5 million in renovations.

Almost a year after the multi-million 
dollar update began, the hospital has nearly 
completed the series of improvements.

“We’re a community hospital,” said Chuck 
Durant, vice president and chief operating 
officer for the hospital. “We want to be the 
best community hospital possible.”

Durant said Seton Northwest used to 

serve neighborhoods of middle-age pa-
trons who required a broad range of ser-
vices. Now, the population has aged, and at 
the same time, the medical field has transi-
tioned, influencing hospitals to offer mostly 
intensive and chronic care.
Patient accommodation 

It is these two considerations that result-
ed in the decision to spend $2 million of 
the money budgeted for renovations for the 
funding of an advanced MRI system that 
accommodates obese and claustrophobic 
patients and the construction of a special-
ly-designed room that holds it. 

The MRI machine is planned to help Se-
ton Northwest move one step closer to be-
coming a certified stroke center. 

“Northwest Austin is getting older,” Du-
rant said. “I think the stroke center will be 
important for the population we service.”

If someone in northern Travis County or 
southern Williamson County experiences a 
stroke and needs care, they currently have 
to go to downtown Austin. That can hurt 
chances for full recovery or even survival, 
said Dr. Christopher Ewing, director of the 
Seton Northwest stroke center project. 
Complete care

To become a certified stroke center, the 
hospital must have a comprehensive plan 
for caring for patients including radiology 
labs and available neurosurgeons. 

The desire to become a certified stroke 
center is not only a result of an aging de-
mographic, but a demonstration of a recent 
trend in the hospital industry, Durant said.

As the population grows, more medical 
centers are built and traffic congests, an 
increasing number of medical specialists 
have chosen to work within clinics, 
offices or small medical centers instead of 
hospitals.

The trend has led hospitals, such as Seton 
Northwest, to focus more on intensive and 
chronic care that could not be offered in a 
clinical setting. 

St. David’s has seen similar trends. While 
the decision to increase the North Austin 
NICU bassinet count from 16 to 36 aligns 
with the emphasis in women’s care, it also 
allows the hospital to provide a broader 
range of full-service intensive care.

“Last year, North Austin [Medical Cen-
ter] had 3,500 deliveries,” Rivera said. “Lets 
say around 160 are sick. Do we transport 
them? Is that safe? So we have decided that 
the critical mass is now here and we can 
provide for where it is at.”

Refocusing services
With the help of a partnership between 

local surgeons and the National United Sur-
gical Partners, Seton Northwest also added 
two operating rooms on the second floor, 
mostly for in-patients. The space includes 
increased facilities for pre-operations, a 
holding and sending area and an expanded 
post-anesthesia care unit. Durant said they 
overbuilt anticipating future growth.

All the renovations diversify the hospi-
tal’s intensive and chronic care services, 
Durant said. Already most of their patients 
come through the emergency room, bring-
ing 41,000 to 42,000 visits a year, but Du-
rant expects that will temporarily change 
as new hospitals open nearby such as the 
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center lo-
cated at FM 1431 between 183A Toll and 
Parmer Lane. 

When the center begins operations in 

2008, it will have 151 beds compared to Se-
ton Northwest’s 110. With less than an eight 
to 10 minute drive difference between the 
hospitals due to the toll road access, some 
patients may choose the newer facility. 

However, as Austin population continues 
to grow, Durant believes Seton Northwest 
will regain and retain its current patient in-
take–and the renovations can only help.

“We completely took it up a notch,” Du-
rant said. 

Yet hospital expansion and renovation 
depends on more than competition be-
tween medical facilities, Durant and Celeste 
Lesmeister, St.David’s regional director  of 
marketing and business development, said. 

“It’s more about providing needs. We 
have this growth, so it is not so much from 
competitive expansion, but more about a 
growth in the market.”

Parmer Ln

Braker Ln

Balcones Woods Dr

Duval

183

MoPac

Medical growth in Northwest Austin

 St. David’s women’s center

 Seton Northwest
 Currently earning certification as a 

stroke center

 Increasing neonatal ICU bassinets 
from 16 to 36

 Extra-wide 
MRI unit for 
claustrophobic or 
obese patients.

 Increased and 
remodeled space in the post-
anesthesia care unit.

 3 story buildings, featuring 
177,000 sq. ft. of labor and 
delivery space, and 6,000 sq. ft. 
retail space

 37 labor and delivery rooms, 61 
postpartum rooms, 36 neonatal 
ICU bassinets

 Women’s imaging center and 
future outpatient surgery center

 Groundbreaks  July or August, 
opening March 2009

 The women’s center will be attached 
to the North Austin Medical Center

FM 1431

Pa
rm

er
 L

n

 Cedar Park Regional
     Medical Center



JUNE  200716 impact NEws.com impact NEws.com



JUNE  2007 17impact NEws.com

EDUCATION FOCUS
C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  N E W S P A P E R

Pfluger ville isD    June 2007

Westview Middle School is partnering 
with the University of Texas for a new pro-
gram that will put UT graduate students at 
the school’s helm.

UT principalship students will spend a 
year as administrative interns at Westview 
learning the ropes of the job. The goal is to 
bring future leaders to the district and en-
gage the community.

“There’s a little bit of anxiety at the school 
because this represents change, and any 
time change happens it’s a little bit discon-
certing but I’ve really only heard positive 
feedback about the program,” Pflugerville 
ISD Superintendent of Schools Charles 
Dupre said. “Anytime you can partner with 
a world class university like UT, which has 
one of the most rigorous and well-known 
principalship programs in the nation, that’s 
a great partnership.”

The partnership is funded through the 
approximately $650,000 Central Texas 
Leadership Development Alliance Grant 
awarded to UT Austin by the US Depart-
ment of Education and will create a Leader-
ship Development School at Westview.

“We realize that we can no longer afford 
to work in isolation to prepare students for 
working as school leaders and adminis-

trators,” Juanita Garcia, program director, 
said. “We must work with the district to 
ensure that we are creating the right types 
of leaders.”

The district will create an administra-
tive internship position at Westview and a 
graduate student will fill the role for a year. 
In the coming years, Westview could see 
up to four administrative interns working 
together to support the program.

The district will provide the position and 
a salary to the program, but the student will 
be chosen by UT, Dupre said. 

During the process, UT will bring staff to 
the school to complete research, interview 
students and do a survey of the school, its 
dynamics and how instruction works, Du-
pre said. In support of this aspect of the pro-
gram, UT Austin will provide over $100,000 
worth of evaluations and research.

The school is the first middle school to 
participate in the program. Garcia said she 
hopes someday to have the funding to in-
clude an elementary feeder school to West-
view and Connally High School in the pro-
gram to observe students and their growth 
as feedback to the programs successes.

Currently, UT Austin is partnering with 
Austin ISD and supports programs at Alli-
son Elementary and Akins High School.

by beth wade

Program builds new leaders
Westview works with UT Principalship Program to host interns

• Founded in 1930, the master’s degree program is 
in the department of educational administration 
in the College of Education.

• The program is aimed at developing 
instructional leaders through an emphasis on 
accountability and social justice.

• The selection process includes an orientation, 
portfolio and site visit. During a site visit, 
applicants and their principals are interviewed, 
and the applicant is viewed in an instructional 
setting tailored to their current work.

by raChel youens

Bilingual campuses are offered up to sixth grade and teach in both English and Spanish. Six different 
campuses are classified as bilingual.

 Newcomer campuses are for those students who have just arrived from non-English speaking 
countries.

Special busing is provided to these campuses.

iPod program
Last year was the pilot year for this program issuing 
iPods filled with English lessons to students at 
Connally High and Dessau Elementary. Families 
signed a translated contract of responsibility for 
the MP3 player, and students were allowed to 
take it home with them through the week. ESL 
teachers met with the students’ other teachers 
to find out what lessons were being taught 
and then loaded videos and audio onto the 
iPod that matched what was being taught in 
the classroom.

No iPods were broken or lost, and the 
district plans to continue the program next 
year. One of the next goals is to begin taping 
teachers’ full lessons so that ESL students can watch them 
at their own pace.

After seeing two Vietnamese parents walk into the front office of a school and ask to learn English, 
ESL teacher Donna Layton was so moved by their bravery and desire to learn that she helped to 
start free English lessons for the parents of ESL students.

Parents are evaluated and then taught to their skill level. Tutoring is provided for the children while 
their parents learn, so both benefit simultaneously.

Parent education

Spanish speakers a focus for PflugervilleSpecialty language programs

Bilingual and newcomer campuses

A new principal has been appointed to Westview 
specifically to oversee the principalship interns.

New Westview principal

in July round rock isD

Rather than confiscating iPods 
from students, at Connally High 
School teachers are handing them 
out. The MP3 player has turned 
into a way for non-native English 
speaking students to take English 
lessons home, where they may not 
be exposed to the language.

This program and many others 
are how Pflugerville ISD is coping 
with the growing number of stu-
dents who need English as a Sec-
ond Language classes.

PISD has over 3,000 students 
who are non-native English 
speakers. PISD provides more 
funding than required by the state 
to support specialty and after-
school programs. 

At a bilingual campus, ESL 
students are taught in both Eng-
lish and their first language, with 
the amount of English gradually 
increasing each year. Bilingual 
education continues until mid-
dle school, when students begin 
learning entirely in English.

The curriculum for an ESL stu-

dent is the same as a normal stu-
dent, according to the district’s 
bilingual and ESL coordinator 
Armando Sanchez, but it is some-
times hard to find equivalent ma-
terial in both languages.

“The students in ESL are just 
like students anywhere else,” Don-
na Layton, an ESL teacher at Con-
nally High School, said. “Some 
are gifted and talented, some have 
learning disabilities and there are 
some who have issues at home.”

The district’s other specialty 
language program serve’s new-
comers. These classes focus on 
students just arriving to an Eng-
lish-speaking school system.

“Newcomers can get instruction 
for up to two years, but as soon as 
they’re acclimated, they are put in 
regular classes,” Sanchez said. 

In these regular classes teachers 
modify the curriculum slightly to 
help the ESL students. 

“It’s not that these kids aren’t 
smart, they just have to take it 
slow,” Sanchez said.

At two of these newcomer cam-

puses, Dessau Elementary and 
Connally High, students are be-
ing issued iPods as part of a new 
program.

After witnessing the Seguin and 
San Antonio schools using iPods 
Sanchez purchased sets for these 
two campuses.

“Those iPods are a status sym-
bol, so the kids were really excited 
to have one,” Sanchez said. “One 
time a student kissed and said 
goodbye to his as he was turning 
it in to the teacher to be charged.”

Although technology is bridging 
the gap between home and school 
for these students, Layton feels 
it’s the human attention that 
PISD gives that makes a large 
difference.

“One of PISD’s strong points is 
that we have good, caring teach-
ers who look after the students 
as they’re acquiring English, and 
even beyond that,” Layton said. 
“Our relationships with the stu-
dents build trust, and because 
they trust us they are willing to 
take risks as they learn.”

Leadership Development School 
and Principalship Program

Ronald Gonzales

Gonzales was principal at 
AISD’s Kealing Middle School 
for 2006-2007. He began his 
teaching career as a math 
teacher at Mendez High 
School and has served as 
an elementary principal 
and principal of 
McCallum High School.

Bonds for growth
by beth wade

The district has seen between a 1,000 
to 1,200 increase in student growth for 
the past three years, and a recent de-
mographer’s survey estimates the num-
bers of students in the district could 
double within the next ten years.

The 2005 bond package still has funds 
available that will finance another el-
ementary school, which the district 
hopes to open in fall 2009, but PISD 
Supt. Charles Dupre does not believe 
that will be enough. 

The school district is working with 
a citizen’s bond committee on a three-
year bond proposal that could possibly 
build a high school, middle school and 
three elementary schools. It also ad-
dresses other issues, including major 
renovation projects and technology im-
provements.

The bond committee has met with the 
Board of Trustees and will provide an 
update for the board on the bonds prog-
ress July 12.

Dupre and PISD spokesman Randy 
Reese hope to have a finalized bond pro-
posal to bring to the board in late July or 
early August.

Once approved, the board would call 
for a bond election Nov. 6.
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H e n d r i c k s o n  H i g H  s c H o o l
2905 FM 685 
Pflugerville, TX 78660  •  594-1100 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/HHS

Principal: Dr. Nelson Coulter *
open since: 2003
total students: 1,417
2006 teacher/student ratio: 16.3
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 26.2%
2006 Accountability rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 9: Reading 91%, Math 64%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 92%, Math 74%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 93%, Math 83%

pa r k  c r e s t  m i d d l e  s c H o o l

rowe lane elementary

3112 Speidel Drive
Pflugerville, TX 78660
594-6600
www.pflugervilleisd.net/RLES

Principal: Joni McKee
open since: 2005
total students: 547
2006 teacher/student ratio: 
14.3
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 18.0%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 99%,  Math 95%
Grade 4: 

Reading 87%,  Math 89%
Grade 5:

Reading 95%,  Math 98%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 96%, Math 96%

murcHison elementary

2215 Kelly Lane 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-6000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/MES

Principal: Cindy Wright
open since: 2000
total students: 633
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
15.3
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 21.1%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 96%, Math 96%
Grade 4:

 Reading 93%, Math 95%
Grade 5: 

Reading 87%, Math 92%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 94%, Math 92%

BrookHollow

1200 N. Railroad Avenue
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-5200 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/BES

Principal: Philip Riley
open since: 1995
total students: 676
2006 teacher/student ratio: 
16.0
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 29.1%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 89%, Math 88%
Grade 4: 

Reading 89%, Math 90%
Grade 5: 

Reading 91%, Math 87%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 89%, Math 89%

timmerman elementary

700 W. Pecan 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-4200 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/TES

Principal: Brian Ernest
open since: 1987
total students: 476
2006 teacher/student ratio: 
15.0
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 30.3
2006 Accountability rating: 
Exemplary

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 99%, Math 96%
Grade 4: 

Reading 93%, Math 97%
Grade 5: 

Reading 97%, Math 95%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 97%, Math 97%

windermere elementary

1100 Picadilly 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-4800 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/WES

Principal: Christi Siegel *
open since: 1989
total students: 509
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
15.4
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 43.1%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 90%, Math 81%
Grade 4: 

Reading 80%, Math 84%
Grade 5: 

Reading 82%, Math 80%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 90%, Math 85%

caldwell elementary

1718 Picadilly 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
594-6400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/CWES

Principal: Sonya Collins *
open since: 2002
total students: 689
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
16.1
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 45.6%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 95%, Math 86%
Grade 4: 

Reading 93%, Math 95%
Grade 5: 

Reading 87%, Math 89% 

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 90%, Math 85% 
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Pflugerville ISD
High School Boundaries

2006-07

Hendrickson
High School

Connally
High School

Pflugerville
High School

p f l u g e r v i l l e  m i d d l e  s c H o o lk e l l y  l a n e  m i d d l e  s c H o o l

P f l u g e r v i l l e  i s d

 

  3:  reading 93%  •  Math 88%

  4:  reading 86%  •  Math 89%

  5:  reading 93%  •  Math 93%

  6:  reading 92%  •  Math 77%

  7:  reading 86%  •  Math 76%

  8:  reading 90%  •  Math 75%

  9:  reading 86%  •  Math 67%

10:  english Language Arts 86%  •  Math 67%

11:  english Language Arts 94%  •  Math 86%

2007 TAKS Preliminary Results 
(Sum of All Grades Tested, excluding grade 8 Science)

reading     87%       90%
math      75%       79%
writing      91%       93%
science      70%       74%
social studies     87%       90%

s t a t e d i s t r i c t

p f l u g e r v i l l e  isd:

economically Disadvantaged:     55.6%    39.9%
Limited english Proficient (LeP):   15.8%    12.5%
teacher/student ratio:     14.9    15.9
Average years experience of teachers:   11.5    11.0
Average Actual salaries, teachers: $41,744  $41,452

to t a l  s t u d e n t s :  18,730

d i s t r i c t  s c o r e s  B y  g r a d e

18900 Falcon Pointe Blvd.
Pflugerville, TX 78660  •  594-2800

Principal: Rachelle Warren
open since: 2006
total students: 675

2007 Preliminary tAks results: Reading 94%, Math 82%

Kelly Lane does not have  demographic statistics because it is a newly 
opened school.

1500 N. Railroad 
Pflugerville, TX 78660  • 594-2400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PCMS

Principal: Steve Fuller
open since: 1995
total students: 928
2006 teacher/student ratio: 19.2
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 26.8%
2006 Accountability rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 6: Reading 94%,  Math 82%
Grade 7: Reading 86%, Math 79%
Grade 8: Reading 91%, math 76%

2007 Preliminary tAks results: Reading 91%, Math 80%

1600 W. Settlers Valley Dr. 
Pflugerville, TX 78660  •  594-2000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PMS

Principal: Mary Kimmins
open since: 1985
total students: 1,057
2006 teacher/student ratio: 16.9
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 35.9%
2006 Accountability rating: Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 6: Reading 92%, Math 81%
Grade 7: Reading 85%, Math 79%
Grade 8: Reading 89%, Math 72%

2007 Preliminary tAks results: Reading 90%, Math 78%

428 Kingston Lacy
Pflugerville, TX 78660
594-6800

Principal: Christie Olivarez
open since:  2006
total students: 726

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 88%, Math 88%

Highland Park does not 
have  demographic statistics 
because it is a newly opened 
school.

HigHland park

wieland elementary

900 Tudor House Rd
Pflugerville, TX 78660

Principal: Kevin Williams
opening this fall

2006

2007 Preliminary tAks results: 
Reading 93%, Math 75%

2006 s t a t i s t i c s

2006 2007

* New principals this fall
Source:  www.pflugervilleisd.net, www.tea.state.tx.us, 
Amanda Brim, PISD coordinator for community relations

s t a t e d i s t r i c t
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Wieland

pflugerville elementary

701 Immanuel Rd. 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-3800 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PES

Principal: Genia Antoine * 
open since: 1978
total students: 539
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
14.5
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 30.4%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 91%, Math 90%
Grade 4: 

Reading 88%, Math 83%
Grade 5: 

Reading 89%, Math 92%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 93%, Math 95%

copperfield elementary

12135 Thompkins Drive 
Austin, TX 78753 
594-5800
www.pflugervilleisd.net/CES

Principal: Dr. Sandra Bell
open since: 1998
total students: 682
2006 teacher/student ratio: 
14.1
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 73.5%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 82%, Math 84%
Grade 4: 

Reading 86%, Math 86%
Grade 5: 

Reading 72%, Math 85%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 88%, Math 84%

spring Hill elementary

600 S. Heatherwilde 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-5400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/SHES

Principal: Tere Ralston
open since: 1996
total students: 649
2006 teacher/student ratio: 
14.5
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 35.9%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 96%, Math 96%
Grade 4: 

Reading 85%, Math 89%
Grade 5: 

Reading 83%, Math 85%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 93%, Math 92%

river oaks elementary

12401 Scofield Farms Dr. 
Austin, TX 78758 
594-5000 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/ROES

Principal: Jasmin Khan *
open since: 1993
total students: 499
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
12.7
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 60.5%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 89%, Math 81%
Grade 4: 

Reading 89%, Math 87%
Grade 5: 

Reading 79%, Math 80%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 90%, Math 84%

parmer lane

1806 Parmer Ln. 
Austin, TX 78727 
594-4000
 www.pflugervilleisd.net/PLES

Principal: Mario Acosta
open since: 1982
total students: 646
2006 teacher/student ratio: 
14.8
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 61.2%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 94%, Math 89%
Grade 4: 

Reading 92%, Math 96%
Grade 5: 

Reading 88%, Math 89%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 94%, Math 97%

nortHwest elementary

14014 Thermal Dr. 
Austin, TX 78728 
594-4400 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/NES

Principal: Criss Wakefield
open since: 1986
total students: 478
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
13.9
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 55.3%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 92%, Math 88%
Grade 4: 

Reading 90%, Math 95%
Grade 5: 

Reading 89%, Math 86%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 93%, Math 88%

dessau elementary

1501 Dessau Ridge Ln. 
Austin, TX 78754 
594-4600
www.pflugervilleisd.net/DES

Principal: Denise Monzingo
open since: 1987
total students: 546
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
15.2
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 54.3%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

2006 tAks scores
Grade 3: 

Reading 90%, Math 88%
Grade 4: 

Reading 86%, Math 90%
Grade 5: 

Reading 83%, Math 89%

2007 Preliminary tAks 
results

Reading 92%, Math 89%

co n n a l l y  H i g H  s c H o o l
13212 North Lamar 
Austin, Texas 78753   •  594-0800 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/CHS

Principal: Daniel Garcia
open since: 1996
total students: 1,908
2006 teacher/student ratio:  16.4
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 37.8%
2006 Accountability rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 9: Reading 83%, Math 50%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 82%, Math 61%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 89%, Math 79%

d e s s a u  m i d d l e  s c H o o l we s t v i e w  m i d d l e  s c H o o l

P f l u g e r v i l l e  i s d
1301 W. Pecan Street 
Pflugerville, TX 78660  •  594-0500 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/PHS

Principal: Larry Bradley
open since: 1973
total students: 2,040
2006 teacher/student ratio: 17.3
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 23.9%
2006 Accountability rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 9: Reading 91%, Math 67%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 93%, Math 73%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 90%, Math 85%

p f l u g e r v i l l e  H i g H  s c H o o l

12900 Dessau Road 
Austin, TX 78754  •  594-2600 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/DMS

Principal: Diana Sayavedra-Sustaita *
open since: 2000
total students: 1,007
2006 teacher/student ratio: 16.6
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 56.8%
2006 Accountability rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 6: Reading 89%, Math 72%
Grade 7: Reading 74%, Math 63%
Grade 8: Reading 78%, Math 54%

2007 Preliminary tAks results: Reading 84%, Math 71%

1805 Scofield Ln. 
Austin, TX 78727  •  594-2200 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/WMS

Principal: Ronald Gonzales *
open since: 1988
total students: 821
2006 teacher/student ratio: 16.1
2006 economically Disadvantaged: 54.0%
2006 Accountability rating: Academically Acceptable

2006 tAks scores
Grade 6: Reading 94%, Math 75%
Grade 7: Reading 77%, Math 65%
Grade 8: Reading 86%, Math 61%

2007 Preliminary tAks results: Reading 90%, Math 70%

windermere primary

1330 Grand Avenue Parkway 
Pflugerville, TX 78660 
594-5600 
www.pflugervilleisd.net/WPS

Principal: Christie Siegel
open since: 1998
total students: 639
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
15.4
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 43.1%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable

Windermere Primary serves students 
kindergarten through 2nd grade, 
who do not take the TAKS test.

delco primary

12900-A Dessau Road 
Austin, TX 78754 
594-6200 
www.pflugerville.net/DPS

Principal: Tammy Rebecek
open since: 2002
total students: 663
2006 teacher/student ratio:  
15.2
2006 economically 
Disadvantaged: 54.3%
2006 Accountability rating: 
Recognized

Delco Primary serves students 
kindergarten through 2nd grade, 
who do not take the TAKS test.

2007 Preliminary tAks results: 
Reading 81%, Math 62%

2007 Preliminary tAks results: 
Reading 91%, Math 77%
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Envisioned Round 
Rock campus:
60 acres

Envisioned number of 
students at campus:
10,000-11,000

CR 112

Illustration from conceptual design by Tiffany Knight

If Round Rock Independent School District residents 
want the largest Austin Community College District 
campus in their city, then voters will need to approve 
joining the two-year college’s taxing district, according 
to ACC President Stephen Kinslow. He points to gaining 
a campus, cheaper tuition and free dual-credit courses 
for high school students as valuable incentives.

Tuition/fee  implications*
In district – $54 per credit hour
Out of district – $125 per credit hour

Annual tax implications
A nine cent raise for every $100 in property tax

*Valid for Summer 2007 semester
Source: Austin Community College

Property value

Regular homestead

Senior/disabled

Commercial

$100,000

$91.68

$19.32

$96.48

$140,000

$130.00

$57.96

$135.12

$220,000

$207.48

$135.12

$212.28

Another campus on the hill

Cr 112

old settlers blvd.

1460

University blvd.

ACC

RRHEC
Seton

ACC in Round Rock
by Christi snow

School planned to support eastern Wilco’s need   

Austin Community College wants to build its largest 
campus, capable of serving 10,000-11,000 students, in 
eastern Williamson County as soon as possible. The school 
has already begun land acquisition on University Boule-
vard and commissioned concept drawings. It is a unique 
situation because ACC has never purchased property in a 
community outside of its district. 

Since 1980, ACC has offered classes in Round Rock 
schools, and in more recent years the Round Rock Higher 
Education Center has acted as a sort of satellite campus by 
hosting classes. During the All-of-Austin-Annexation in 
2005, 33 percent of the Round Rock Independent School 
District joined the college’s district. However, most of the 
city has remained outside ACC jurisdiction.

“I joke we’ve been dating a long time,” ACC President 
Stephen Kinslow said. “It’s time to get married.”
Case for a campus

The ACC facilities master plan for the 2006 through 
2008 fiscal years calls for a Round Rock-Pflugerville area 
campus, highlighting the area’s attraction to young resi-
dents who can afford local housing costs and the overall 
population growth. 

The ACC Board of Trustees wants to step forward with 
a Round Rock campus that would include around 200,000 
sq. ft. of space. At the same time, Kinslow admits they will 

probably not build on a large scale until the city joins the 
taxing district—and it looks like that might also happen 
soon since an unnamed group announced its decision to 
begin an annexation campaign effort.

A group of local leaders in the next month plan to make 
a formal appearance to announce an annexation cam-
paign. Kinslow is quick to note annexation efforts must 
come from within a community, but even if Round Rock 
did not join the district, buying the land is an important in-
vestment. Western Williamson County will need a campus 
eventually, and right now, land is less expensive and more 

available than it will be in the future. 
The activist group must gather 5,000 signatures on a pe-

tition to initiate an election for the fall. Then they must 
convince the community that the cheaper tuition rates and 
the promise of a campus would be a valuable exchange for 
a property tax increase of nine cents for every $100. Voters 
would make the final decision next May if all goes accord-
ing to the planned timetable. So far, none of the ACC an-
nexation elections have failed. 

Cedar Park hears entertainment center proposals
by Rachel youens

Within two years, Central Texans could 
be driving to Cedar Park to catch an Ice 
Bats game, the Ringling Brothers Circus or 
John Mayer in concert.

In November, voters passed a proposi-
tion to allow the city’s 4A Economic Devel-
opment Corporation to use funds reaped 
from a half-cent sales tax to finance the 
planning and construction of an entertain-
ment center. 

Determining the size and cost of the 
potential entertainment center, as well as 
whether the center should be expandable 
for the future and if there should be one 
sheet of ice or two, are the 4A board’s big-
gest challenges.

The 4A Corporation plans to spend about 

$30 million on the center, although the idea 
of a public and private partnership has not 
been ruled out, 4A board President Lowell 
Moore said. 

After the November proposition passed, 
the 4A board began casting its nets to find 
a development group interested in the 
project. Out of several submissions, three 
candidates emerged, and on May 23 each 
of the development groups presented their 
proposals to the 4A board. 

If the board decides on a proposal, they 
will bring it to the city council for approval. 
If the 4A board members decide that none 
of the proposals suit the city, they can search 
for other possible candidates or scrap the 
entertainment center project altogether. No 
timetable has been set for the project yet.

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

New RR zip code
Due to the city’s growth, 
as of July 1, the US 
Postal Service will add 
an additional zip code to 
Round Rock.

Dazzle Coffee
Locally owned drive-
through coffee shop 
challenges the chains in 
Pflugerville.

The Lakeline Mall 
restaurant is not your run-
of-the-mill food court fare. 
Dragonfly serves fresh 
Asian food.

Auction house

Dragonfly

Hammer Down Auction 
House turns an evening of 
shopping into a competi-
tion.
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Toll plaza    

Future toll road

To l l  R o a d  Fe e s

130

T i d  B i t s

Opening 2007

290

N

Toll road myths
True or False: The toll roads in Williamson and Travis County are privately owned. 

False. The local toll roads were built by government agencies using tax exempt bonds similar to those issued to finance other public 
projects. The money collected is retained by the government to pay back the bonds and continue operation. The government agencies, 

TxDOT and the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority, operate the roads and outsource individual activities, including maintenance and 
operation of the roads, to private sector companies.

True or False: Because the road is operated by a private company, law enforcement cannot pull people over. 
False. The road and the land is still owned by the state. This means that law enforcement can pull drivers over for failing to obey the law. On 

183A Toll drivers can be pulled over and issued citations for failure to pay the toll, as well as other traffic violations.

Violations
Texas state law requires anyone driving on a toll road to pay the toll. 
The registered owner of the vehicle is responsible for all fees and toll violations, even if another person is driving at the time of the violation.

183A Toll drivers who pass through the toll plaza without paying will risk receiving a ticket. There is no video tolling on the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority roadway. Customers driving through will receive a violation notice in the mail. Included in the notice will be a bill for the 
original toll fee plus a $5 administration fee. If the owner of the vehicle fails to pay, he or she could be charged additional fees up to $250. In 
addition, failure to pay toll fees could result in court appearances and additional court fees.

Drivers who fail to pay on Loop 1, Toll 45 and Toll 130 can expect toll violation notices possibly this summer. TxDOT has not begun issuing 
violations, however they are working on finalizing the system. Not paying a toll fee can result in a $5 charge plus the original fee. Failure to pay 
violation notices could result in higher fees up to $250 plus additional court costs.

Payment methods
Toll 45, Loop 1 and Toll 130 - Three ways to pay

1.  Cash
2.  TxTag

3.  Video tolling - only available on these three roadways. Drivers can pass through the TxTag only lane if driving without cash or a TxTag. 
The registered owner of the vehicle will receive a bill in the mail for the toll, which will cost about 33 percent more than the cash fee for 
the toll. This extra fee is to cover the cost of billing. Drivers choosing this method of payment can expect a $1 invoicing fee.

Invoices can be paid in person at the customer service center, online, by phone or by mail. 

183A Toll - Two ways to pay 
1. Cash

2.  TxTag
*the portion of 183A toll between Lakeline Mall Dr and Lakeline Blvd is TxTag only.

Loop 1 and Toll 45

Toll 130 and 183A Toll

The cash toll rate is 75 cents for two-axle vehicles at the ramps at Schultz lane on Toll 45.  
The toll fee at Lakeline Plaza is 45 cents.

Ramps:
TX Tag rate - $ .45
Cash - $ .50

2-axle vehicles

Plazas:
TX Tag rate - $ 1.35
Cash - $ 1.50

Plazas:
TX Tag rate - $ 2.70
Cash - $ 3

Ramps
TX Tag rate - $ .90
Cash - $ 1

3-axle vehicles

Plazas
TX Tag rate - $ .68
Cash - $ .75

Ramps
TX Tag rate - $ .45
Cash - $ .50

Ramps
TX Tag rate - $ .90
Cash - $ 1

Plazas
TX Tag rate - $ 1.35
Cash - $ 1.50

Loop 1 and Toll 45

Toll 130 and 183A Toll

130

 71

183

Anderson Mill

McNeil Dr.

Austin 
Bergstrom 
Airport

Austin

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Sources: Gabriela Garcia, TxDOT Turnpike Division spokesperson and Steve Pustelnyk, CTRMA spokesperson

Scofield Ridge

1
Wells Branch

Howard Ln.

TxTag customer 
Service center

Lakeline Toll Plaza, 
TxTags only, no cash

TxTags can be found online at 
txtag.org or may be purchased at 
the Customer Service Center. TxTag 
users receive a 10 percent discount 
on all toll fees.

For more information on TxTags 
and toll roads, visit www.txtag.org.

Customer Service Center
12719 Burnet Road-Austin
1-888-468-9824

TxTag 101
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family: Married with two sons in high school
education: Bachelor of Science in accounting, Harding 
University, Master of Education, University of Houston
Contact information: superintendent@pflugervilleisd.net

Q.  What are your goals for the upcoming school year?
A.  My goal for next year is to continue the work we’ve 
started to refine the focus on student instruction and to 
address the unique needs of every child. We also want to 
work to really engage community and staff in making sure we 
provide the best education possible for every kid.

Q. How has your job changed since moving from acting 
to full-time superintendent?
A.  Really the job itself hasn’t changed. I’m doing the 
same things, but it’s a different weight of responsibility 
knowing I have the contract and job and responsibility and 
that the board is holding me accountable to make sure the 
district is run in the best way possible. When you’re acting 
superintendent, it’s not your job to keep, so you don’t feel that 
responsibility.  Now that I have it, it feels a little different. 

Q.  How does it help you to have school-aged children?
A.  It gives me great insight. I see the school from the 
perspective of a parent. I am glad to have children in our 
school system because it lets me see the things I normally 
wouldn’t. The things they come home and tell me, the 
homework I review, all of that enables me to look at it with a 
different perspective. Sometimes it makes the principals and 
other leaders nervous,  but I always want them to know that 
I’m not evaluating them. I’m just like any other parent wanting 
what’s best for my child. I’ll call the school if I have a problem, 
but I did that before I was superintendent. 

Charles Dupre, Pflugerville superintendent of schools

Q.  What is the biggest challenge facing PISD right now?
A. The biggest challenge is the ever-changing dynamics. 
Our students are changing and student population is 
changing rapidly. We’re committed to providing education for 
every child, and we have a lot of non-native English speakers. 
Adults need to change to address the needs of the changing 
student population, and sometimes it’s hard for adults to 
change the way they do things. I say adults because it’s not 
just the teachers, it’s the leaders at the executive level, at the 
campus level, all through the organization. Adults have to be 
open-minded and flexible so we can do our very best for all 
students.

Q.  What was the most important lesson you learned in 
school?
A. Due to certain circumstances, I was full of myself and 
I had a teacher in high school who needed to help me 
understand I’d be more likable and have more friends if I was 
a little less full of myself. Those are good teachers who will sit 
down and be honest with you.

Q.  If you had an unlimited budget, what are the first 
things you would do?
A. I would raise every teacher’s salary a huge amount. I 
would also invest in all kinds of professional development and 
recognition opportunities for staff.

Although Charles Dupre has been on staff since last spring, this upcoming school 
year will be his first full year as the district’s superintendent. He has made a 
long journey from an accountant to a superintendent, but in December the 

school board unanimously voted Dupre into the position, with some board members 
enthusiastically yelling out their vote of approval. Dupre isn’t just an employee of the 
district, he’s also a parent with two sons attending PISD schools.

Sources: Gabriela Garcia, TxDOT Turnpike Division spokesperson and Steve Pustelnyk, CTRMA spokesperson



JUNE  200724 impact NEws.com


