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by Christi snow

Water preservation 
shapes development
by raChel youens

Water, and the protection of it, is an important factor 
in Austin’s comprehensive planning. Policies born out of 
water protection, such as smart growth, have resulted in 
major developments and employers choosing to locate in 
North Austin.

“In short, what we did was separate the city into two 
segments, and we said the boundaries of the drinking 
water watersheds are going to be our Drinking Water 
Protection Zone,” Austin City Manager Toby Futrell said. 
“Urban and suburban watersheds were going to be the 
Desired Development Zone, that’s where we were going to 
have public policies that encouraged managed, good, solid 

CONTINUED ON |14

If the officials of the parks and recreation 
department had it their way, every Austinite 
could access a neighborhood park within a 
one to two-mile walk, according to PARD 
Assistant Director Stuart Strong. It is a goal 
they have mostly met, he said, but one that 
becomes more challenging when an area 
has unprecedented development.

“The northwest has grown rapidly,” 
Strong said. “Our task is to keep up with 
that growth.”

The region he has seen as most deficient is 
around North Lamar. In the next few years, 
he expects the surrounding neighborhoods 
will receive more concentrated attention. 
The rest of Northwest Austin will also get 
both new and improved parks as Austin 
PARD dips into two major funding 
mechanisms: the recently passed bonds 
and accumulated park dedication fees. 

Building with bonds
Voters just approved the most recent 

series of bonds in November with almost 
$85 million dedicated to parks facilities 
and parkland. 

Of the $10.2 million set aside for new 
facilities in Austin as a whole, almost all of 
it, $8.9 million, will go towards building a 
new North Austin Recreation Center. 

“Northwest Austin has not traditionally 
been where a lot of services have gone.  
Disproportionately our dollars and our 
bond dollars have not gone west,” Austin 
city manager Toby Futrell said. 

“I’m very pleased you’ll see the only 
recreation center built into the bond 
package is northwest. There is a 12-mile 
area with 62,000 people, and actually, in 
this part of the northwest area we have one 
of the lower income scales, an area that 
does need assistance but is neglected. We 
needed to balance out our dollars just a 
little more than we were doing.” 

The city council issued, or released, 
a portion of the bond money to PARD 
this spring, some of which will go for site 
acquisition for the center. Although the 
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Smart growth plan separates city 
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story highlights
• Land search in progress for 18,000 sq. 

ft. rec center site

• $20 miLLion of bond money set for park 
Land acquisition

• parks and recreation department 
recommends revamping of fee ordinance
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Park system will accommodate
Northwest population boom

growth. That became the foundation of what we call smart 
growth.”
Smart growth

The Austin City Council adopted the smart growth 
ordinance in 1997 as a way to link planning to environmental 
protection. Smart growth is a national trend in planning 
that aims to prevent sprawl and make cities livable from 
both an ecological and economical standpoint. When the 
city began redrawing its comprehensive plan in the 1990s, 
city officials, including Futrell, created the two regions 
to protect water quality and create distinct areas where 
growth would be either fostered or discouraged.  
Zone locations

West of MoPac is considered the DWPZ. In this region 
are sections of the Balcones Canyonlands and the Jollyville 
Plateau which contain creeks such as Bull Creek that feed 
into the Edwards Aquifer. 

East of MoPac lies the DDZ, an area dense with buildings 

History
Waters Park
Page 9

Smart Growth: Zone specific incentives
The city has several incentives to encourage development in areas 
where the drinking water supply will not be damaged by construction. 
This sliding scale lowers cost the further construction is from the Desired 
Develoment Zone’s sensitive watershed. 

Zoning, subdivision or site plan application per 1/2 acre: $980

Areas covered with concrete so water 
runs off into storm drains, rather than 
water supply, receive a 50% discount

Urban Watershed

Suburban Watershed
Similar to urban watershed but with 
less impervious cover receive a 30% 
discount

$980 - 50% = $490

$980 - 30% = $686

Protected Watershed
Areas where water recharges the 
aquifer or runs into lakes that provide 
drinking water receive no discount
$980 - 0% = $980

Edwina McPhail Worley, dance instructor

Source: Austin Watershed Protection Development Review
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Distribution of park funding in Northwest Austin

Northwest Recreation 
Center expansion

Project Funding

$3,675,000

New North Austin 
Recreation Center

$8,900,000

Northwest Balcones Park 
playscape renovation $100,000

Mountain View Park 
playscape renovation $100,000

New Northwest 
Neighborhood Park
acquisition

N/A

Bull Creek trail 
extension

$150,000

Balcones District Park 
playground expansion

$65,000

Project Funding

Bull Creek District 
Park improvements

$50,000

Oakview Park 
improvements

$13,000

Project Funding

Pickfair Park Recreation
Center improvements

$242,000

Riata Park 
improvements

$93,000

Schroeter Park water
connection

$20,000

Tanglewood Park trail 
to Bull Creek

$146,000

Walnut Creek hike 
and bike trail

$147,000

November 2006 bonds

Parkland dedication fees

Source: Austin Parks and Recreation

per 1/2 acre

per 1/2 acre

per 1/2 acre

Bull Creek Park
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New fire station at Spicewood Springs 

Summer memories made 
in Northwest Austin

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D

Bond package, north Austin housing win awards

Rising temperatures, outdoor activities 
and the end of school remind us that 
summer is here. For some reason, nostalgia 
always sets in this time of year and takes me 
back to my childhood. Long days of playing 
basketball with friends, riding my bicycle 
through the neighborhoods and swimming 
at the Balcones Country Club pool are 
memories I treasure.

My parents still live in the same 
Northwest Austin home I was raised 
in around the corner from Northwest 
Balcones  Park. The park wasn’t there for 
me during my elementary school days, 
but I now enjoy it with my nieces and 
nephews from time to time.  The Parks 
and Recreation Department has the task 
of keeping up with Northwest Austin’s 
growth, and there are now several parks in 
the Spicewood Springs Road/Scotland Well 

area built since 1990. 
Recently, I attended a meeting with the 

Austin City Manager Toby Futrell in which 
she discussed last November’s election and 
the bond money being allocated to parks, 
for both renovation and land acquisition.  

Although it is still in the negotiating 
process, and will more than likely be built 
just outside this newspaper’s distribution 
area, there is an $8.9 million north Austin 
Recreation Center that will soon serve the 
community. These park and recreation 
developments are so essential for children 
during their formative years. 

In a society where parents are lining 
up outside big box stores just waiting to 
snatch up the latest and greatest in video 
game innovations, it’s good to remember 
past summers in which sitting in front of a 
television played no part. 

For your convenience, we have compiled 
a summer guide to provide a glimpse of 
some of the many activities available to 
children and families alike. Austin is a 
unique city and the diversity of the guide 
reflects that. Hopefully, it will help you find 
that perfect nostalgia-producing activity.

Austin’s 44th fire station hosted an open 
house April 22nd at the corner of Four 
Iron Drive and Spicewood Springs Road 
in Northwest Austin. The station has three 
bays, whereas most stations have two, and 
in the future the third bay may house EMS 
vehicles. The new station also breaks from the 
traditional communal sleeping room, offering 
each firefighter their own room.

TxDOT reopened the Yager Lane Bridge May 16 after over a year of construction to 
increase the bridge from two to six lanes.

“This project is part of a master development plan that provides residents and 
businesses in the area better access to IH 35,” TxDOT District Engineer Bob Daigh 
said.

The bridge will align on the west side of IH 35 with Yager Lane, and on the east 
side with Tech Ridge and Canyon Ridge Boulevard.  The bridge will also have two 
turnarounds for north and south bound traffic on the frontage roads. Construction 
started on February 22, 2006 and the demolition 
of the old Yager Bridge started approximately three 
months later.

“Working over this section of IH 35, which carries 
an average daily traffic count of 75,000 vehicles, is a 
huge challenge”, says Terry McCoy, TxDOT’s North 
Travis area engineer. “One of our primary objectives is 
to manage construction so that it has the least impact 
on traffic,” he says.

When the old Yager Lange Bridge was demolished, 
engineers kept traffic lane closures to a minimum by 
moving IH 35 traffic to other existing roadways.

The frontage roads to the bridge are not yet open.
TxDOT expects the new Tech Ridge / Yager Lane 
interchange, with the IH 35 frontage roads, to be 
completed and operational by June 2007.

Yager bridge reopens with added lanes

Envision Central Texas, a non-profit organization created to spur strategies for 
growth management, held their second annual Community Stewardship Awards May 
18.

The award ceremony held at the downtown Austin Hilton recognized those people 
and organizations involved in projects that are taking on the issues of urban sprawl, 
redevelopment and other symptoms of urban growth. 

Among the winners was north Austin housing development MacMora Cottages. 
Located along Kramer Lane near Lamar, this new neighborhood development offers 
homes starting at $140,000, at least $100,000 less 
than other Austin areas. 

Austin Mayor Will Wynn accepted the award 
for the city’s 2006 bond program, which won for 
best public planning and policy. More than $567 
million in bonds were approved by voters in April 
and were designed to move Envision Central 
Texas’ vision forward. The bond projects included 
preservation of open space and upgrades to parks.
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Aus-Tex
Aus-Tex Appliance opened May 1 in the former JoAnn 
Fabric at 8650 Spicewood Springs Road. Aus-Tex sells 
new and refurbished appliances and furniture, including 
furniture and televisions, and also performs repairs. For 
more information, visit www.austexappliance.com or call 
257-2775.
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Affordable spa
Skincare spa Facelogic is currently under construction in 
the Arboretum Crossing at 9333 Research Blvd., Ste. 200. 
The spa specializes in affordable facials and waxing. The spa 
will open June 30  with a special offer of two-for-one facial 
treatments. For more information, call 345-SKIN or visit 
www.facelogicarboretum.com.

Local law office
The Law Offices of Daniel R. Gonzalez opened May 1 at 
13284 Pond Springs Road, Ste. 403. Gonzalez focuses on 
family law, including divorces, child custody and injury 
cases. For more information, call the offices at 219-9300.

Family karate
Nowakowski’s Black Belt Academy celebrated its grand 
opening May 19 at 1300 Research Blvd. The family-focused 
school trains both parents and kids in the same classes. For 
more information, call 219-5425 or visit www.atanow.com.

4

Craft shop moves
Marmalade Skies recently moved from their former 
location at Spicewood Springs and US 183 to a new 
location at 13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 229. The shop offers 
craft supplies, creative workshops and space for working on 
art projects. For more information, call 695-1694 or visit 
www.marmaladeskiesaustin.com.

Literacy fundraiser
Literacy Austin will be holding its annual BookFest 
fundraiser at the Arboretum Crossing, 9333 Research 
Blvd., June 8, 9 and 10. Literacy Austin is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to eliminating adult illiteracy in 
the Austin area. New and gently used books will be for 
sale at BookFest with prices ranging from 50 cents to 
$5. Admission for the event is $10 on June 8, and $3 on 
the following days. For more information, visit www.
literacyaustin.org/bookfest.html.

Arboretum store closes temporarily
Pottery Barn in the Arboretum will be closing its doors 
until August. The store will be expanding and remodeling 
their space at the shopping center.

Café Java
Local artist Josh Knight will be opening a show of 
his newest contemporary modern art at Café Java 
May 26 from 4 - 6 p.m.  Café Java, located at 11900 
Metric Blvd., regularly hosts work from art students at 
the neighboring ACC Northridge campus. For more 
information, call 339-7677.

7

2

Pond Springs Rd.3

1 

4

5

6

7
8

10  

9

2 Children’s healthcare
Jollyville Pediatrics, run by Dr. Nitzia Cepeda and 
Dr. Evelyn Spencer, will open in early June at 11851 
Jollyville Road, Ste. 204. For more information, call 
219-9326.

Jollyville Rd. 11  
Braker Ln.

2222

Discount flooring
Floor and Décor discount tile and flooring store 
opened in May at 4501 W. Braker Lane, Ste. C. This 
store will fill the spot next to Ross and Office Depot. 
For more information, call 241-0611 or visit 
www.flooranddecoroutlets.com.

11

North Austin medical center grows
Phase three of the North Austin Medical Center, 
known as Medical Oaks Pavillion, is currently under 
development by the HealthCare Facilities Development 
Corporation. Located at 12221 Renfert Way near MoPac, 
the project is currently under construction but HCFD 
corporation is already leasing out space in the office. For 
more information, call 1-800-937-5023 or email Theresa_
Crail@hcfd.com.

12

12Fashionable sportswear
Locally-owned 
sports boutique Play 
opened in April 
at 6203 Capital of 
Texas Hwy. The 
shop offers women’s 
tennis, golf and yoga 
clothing as well as 
athletic eyewear. For 
more information, 
visit www.
playsportsaustin.com.

Hip accessories along US 183
Fashion Forward opened in May at 23450 Research Blvd., 
Ste. 237 B. The store sells purses, shoes, body jewlery and 
other accessories. For more information, call 275-6933 or 
visit www.fashionforwardtx.com.

13

13



MAY  2007 �iMpAct news.coM



MAY  2007� iMpAct news.coM iMpAct news.coM

Closer
    Look 

taco shack

American dream realized through selling Mexican food
by Rachel youens

In 1995, Yoli Arriaga was a teacher in Round Rock, and 
that’s what she assumed she always would be. Today Yoli 
and her husband Orlando own a chain of restaurants with 
locations in every part of Austin ranging from a tiny stand 
to a downtown high-rise. 

“The American Dream is alive and kicking,” Yoli said. 
“It’s hard and emotionally and physically tiring, but it can 
be done.”

The couple met at St. Edwards University, where they 
were both the first in their family to receive a college 
degree. After graduating, they began careers in education, 
Yoli as a teacher and Orlando as a coach. 

When a neighborhood restaurant near Medical 
Parkway shut down, they started eyeing the location. 
Using Yoli’s teacher-retirement as collateral for a loan, the 
first Taco Shack launched in 1996.

“Going blindly into starting your own business is 
almost the best way. Ignorance is a blessing because if you 
knew how hard it was going to be, you wouldn’t do it,” 
Orlando said.

While Orlando worked on the building, Yoli worked 
on the menu. Deciding what to make wasn’t hard; tacos 
were the foods she ate as a child when her mother would 
leave potatoes, chorizo and eggs on the stovetop. Through 
trial and error, Yoli invented the restaurant’s signature 

T h e  s To r y  b e h i n d  T h e  n a m e

Local  Business

1

salsa and The Shack Taco with eggs, cheese, potatoes and 
chorizo.

“What makes Taco Shack unique, besides being freshly 
made, is that our food is real Tex-Mex,” Yoli said. “It’s 
what a Mexican-American, and specifically a Texan, 
would grow up eating in their own home.” 

For the first three years, both Yoli and Orlando spent 
every day either in the kitchen or behind the counter, 
sometimes from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

After about six scary months, where the average profit 
was $400, the tide began to turn.

Rather than putting up billboards or using TV 
commercials, the company invests its advertising budget 
into local schools. At the Metric location, Connally High 
School baseball players eat Shack Tacos before heading 
out to the field. In Austin, the Anderson football teams 
play in the “Taco Shack Bowl.”

Taco Shack has now opened seven locations, and in the 
future Orlando hopes to franchise the restaurant.

“We have had a lot of success, but we don’t take very 
much time to reflect. We try not to get complacent,” 
Orlando said. “A true entrepreneur sees a mountain and 
just has to climb it, and they can’t tell you why. It’s not the 
money or cars or success, it’s the thrill.”

Yoli and Orlando Arriaga, Taco Shack founders

After a long day of construction 
and cleaning at the first location 
of his restaurant, Orlando Arriaga 
was driving home. He looked back 
at the storefront in his rear-view 
mirror and said “Gosh, it just looks 

Taco shack
12439 metric blvd • 873-7977

3901 spicewood springs road • 418-8900

www.tacoshack.com

like a little shack.” The name stuck, 
and the couple commissioned 
an artist to draw an icon. The 
original sketch still hangs on the 
wall of their North Lamar location, 
alongside original blueprints 
drawn by Orlando’s father.

1

Taco Shack

Anderson Ln.

Spicewood Springs Rd.
Parmer Ln.

Taco Shack

M
etric B

lvd.

Spicewood Springs Location Metric Blvd. Location
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The sound of tap shoes echo down the hall of the dance 
studio as instructor Edwina McPhail Worley leads a class 
in a practice for their dance recital. When the jazzy song 
fades out on the stereo, the students say their goodbyes, 
then grab their car keys to go pick up their kids.

With the oldest student age 84 and youngest three, the 
Shirley McPhail School of Dance has cultivated itself as 
both a multi-generational and multi-disciplinary studio 
where a mother can drop off her daughter for a jazz class 
and then squeeze in her own tap class after dinner.

“I love teaching all the classes, but I really like the adult 
tap program,” Worley said. “So many of the students say 
it’s the best part of their week. I had one woman tell me 
that taking the class has saved her thousands in therapy.”

Worley gained her love for dance from her mother 
Shirley, who founded the school in 1970. Her mother 
grew up in Tyler, Texas, and spent her weekends traveling 
to Dallas and summers to New York to study dance.

Shirley died of breast cancer in 1997, leaving the school 
in the hands of her daughter, who had already opened 
her own studio in Austin under the McPhail name. Today 
Shirley’s photo hangs on the wall at the school as an 
inspiration, and many of the teachers she hired are still on 
staff, such as 70-year-old Miss Trish.

Besides the adult program, the McPhail school also 
offers preschool dance, cotillion and Pilates classes, as 
well as sponsoring a performing dance team. Unlike other 
schools, Worley does not focus on competition, entering 
only one a year, and prefers students just have fun.

“Working with children is fun because you just never 
know what they’re going to say or do, or what’s going to 
happen with their little moods,” Worley said.

The studio is currently preparing for dance recitals, 
so the mirrors are covered with sheets, forcing dancers 
to focus on remembering routines, and the floors are 
numbered with place markers, or what the youngest 
dancers call “their house.”

“It’s funny because all the dancers will work and work 
for a recital, and it’s always the three-year-olds that steal 
the show,” Worley said. “Inevitably one of them gets out of 
her ‘house’ and it starts a little shoving match.”

The multi-generational aspect of the schools means 
students can grow with the classes, and nurturing is 
central to the school’s philosophy.

“If you start a child out at a young age, and make dance 
class a place that is fun and safe,” Worley said, “then 
the love for dance is there as they grow older and enter 
advanced classes.”

by Rachel youens

Closer
    Look 

shirLey mcphaiL schooL of dance

Local  Business

Edwina McPhail Worley at her Mesa Studio

mesa studio
8018 mesa drive • 345-1284

Dance school bridges generations and genres

1.  Shop around. Don’t just go to the closest dance 
school.
2.  For young children, look for a teacher with 
creativity.
At the McPhail school, kids use hoola hoops and 
tumbling as part of their classes. Look for a teacher 
who can engage and reach even shy children.
3.  For older children and adults, look for a teacher 

spicewood springs studio
8650 spicewood springs road • 258-3793

www.smsdance.com

with qualifications.  There’s no formal certification to 
be a dance teacher. Anyone can open a studio and 
teach, so look for a teacher who has had experience 
dancing and teaching that would make her qualified.
4.  Pay attention to how the studio feels.
All dance studios are different and have a different 
vibe. If you walk into a studio and you’re not 
comfortable, visit somewhere else.

Anderson Mill

183

Spicewood 

Springs Rd.

Shirley McPhail
Anderson Ln.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

M
es

a

Shirley McPhail
1



MAY  2007� iMpAct news.coM iMpAct news.coM



MAY  2007 �iMpAct news.coM

Historical  
Impact

Waters Park once city’s destination for picnics and baseball
Compiled by Karen r. thompson

Sunday afternoons in the spring at 
Waters Park around 1900 were like a scene 
out of The Music Man. Austin families 
arrived by train to picnic. Buggies with 
young ladies and their gent circled the 
park while musicians played in the gazebo. 

Young collegiates from the newly 
established University of Texas enjoyed 
a game of baseball as their girlfriends, 
nibbling on cotton candy sold in the 
concession stands, watched from the 
grandstand. 

None of this would have happened, 
though if the Austin and Northwestern 
Railroad had not purchased five acres of 
land in 1882 to establish a park. 

Originally called Summers’ Grove, the 
park was built on land purchased by Silas 
B. and Parthenia A. Summers in 1872, 
eight miles north of downtown Austin, 
on the old Upper Georgetown Road at 
its crossing of Walnut Creek in northern 
Travis County. 

Summers sold the right-of-way to 
the Austin and Northwestern Railroad 
in October 1881. The population of 
Austin grew from 650 residents in 1875 
to an astonishing 11,102 in 1880.  The 
phenomenal growth of the city influenced 
the railroad’s decision to develop the area 

into a five-acre park and swimming pool.
When the railroad opened its picnic 

grounds at Waters, excursion trains 
from Austin began running on Sundays. 
Courting in Waters Park in 1900 usually 
involved a horse and buggy, or the train 
on Sunday. If you needed transportation 
during the week in Austin, J. D. Banton’s 
Moving & Excursion Car was pulled by 
four horses, and the open air car could 
carry up to six couples. 

The park consisted of a baseball field, a 
swimming pool, a gazebo, picnic grounds, 
and concession stands. P. Stockman 
operated the nearby railroad “section” 
house. 
The Watters post office (spelled with two 
“t”s) was open from 1883 until 1905 when 
the mail was transferred to the McNeil 
post office, which had opened in 1888 and 
is still in operation. 

The railroad, a narrow-gauge line, 
transported granite blocks from Granite 
Mountain near Burnet to the Austin 
construction site of the new state capitol. 
Large granite blocks which fell from the 
train are still visible in the vicinity of 
Waters Park. 

By 1885 the community had a 
church and a one-room district school. 
Commercial establishments included 

The 1900 wedding of 
Miss Bertha Williams 
to Sam Houston Taylor 
took place at Waters 
Park with two other 
couples in attendance.
The bride and groom 
are in the buggy on 
the left. The wedding 
party traveled in 
buggies and their fancy 
attire included hats for 
everyone. 
Photo courtesy Mary 
Morris, granddaughter 
of Bertha and Sam 
Taylor.
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Waters Park

Andrew Peyton’s saloon, the Ernest 
Mueller store, and a gin run first by Carl 
Mueller, then by James H. Rogers, who 
also ran a store in the park. 

The town developed in the 1880s and 
1890s into a flourishing village based on 
tourism and cotton production. 

World War I took its toll on tourism, 
following that war; the Great Depression 
depleted the residents of Waters Park. 
The school students were transferred to 
Summit School about a mile south of 
the area. Soon most of the dilapidated 
buildings collapsed. Little remains today 
except Waters Park Road, the dam over the 
creek and portions of the baseball field. 
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Hidden Glen
Round Rock - 78681
1118 Hidden Glen
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./4/0 Ba.         
$410,000

Forest Creek
Round Rock - 78664             
2127 Hilton Head Dr.     
Agent: Marianne Lamele (512) 789-5775

Wood Glen
Round Rock - 78681            
2824 Chatelle Drive
Agent: Linda DeMarco (512) 423-7333

5 Br./3/0 Ba.         
$310,000

4 Br./3/1 Ba.         
$459,000

Pflugerville

Northwest Austin Area
r e a l  e s TaT e  r e p o r TR e s i d e N t i a l

On the Market

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million +	

3

20

26

19

31

28

12

-

-

april Monthly Home sales Market

78750

78759

78727

78729

Price Range # of Homes for Sale
78750

-

13

42

48

2

-

-

-

-

78759
Average Price

+$27,450 
78727

+$14,688 
78729

Changes in average selling 
price over last year

Spicewood at Bullcreek - 78750
10622 Winchelsea Dr
Agent: Sheila Hawkins-Bucklew 736-2502

Scofield - 78727
12705 Cinchring Lane 
Agent: Jayna Judd & Monica Johnson
695-3089

Milwood - 78729
13433 Tamayo Dr.
Agent: Sheri Brummett 970-8809

Austin Hills - 78759 
10600 Barker Vista Cove 
Agent: Helen Chiang 422-5902

5BD/3BA
$465,000

4BD/3.5BA
$629,899

3BD/2BA
$219,900

3BD/2BA
$235,000

78729
2

13

18

44

28

24

22

-

-

-

13

41

55

5

-

2

-

-

78727 Sold ‘07

42

65

44

36

Sold ‘07 Sold ‘06 Sold ‘06 2007
Average Price

2006

$176,000

$264,015

$199,950

$189,388

92

61

40

34

$175,000

$246,900

$172,500

$174,700

57

26

31

31

79

85

80

59

+$1,000 
78750

+$17,115
78759

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Days on Market
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by beth Wade

Vietnamese owners bring native food to Austin

lemon grass café
2501 w. parmer lane, ste. 550  •  491-8640

  www.lemongrassaustin.com

V i e T n a m e s e  T r a n s l aTo r

Neighborhood
         Dining

Lemon grass café

open 7 days a week
mon - sat 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.  •  sun - noon to 8:30 p.m.

pho	=	beef	or	chicken	broth,	originated	in	
Northern	Vietnam	during	the	1880s.	

mi	=	egg	noodle	soup

Vermicelli	=	rice	noodle

cari	=	curry

lemon grass	=	a	long,	thin	gray-green	
leaf	with	a	scallion-like	taste.		Also	used	
for	its	medicinal	quality.

cha gio	=	egg	roll

gui cuon	=	shrimp	spring	roll

do Xao	=	stir	fry

Restaurant owners Thein Pham and Linh Nguyen

W Parmer Ln.

M
oP

ac

Lemon Grass 
Café

To
m

an
et

 T
r.

Provide the best service and food possible and the 
customer will take care of you by returning again and 
again. That is the philosophy of Lemon Grass Café owners 
Thein Pham and his fiancée Linh Nguyen.

And serving classic Vietnamese dishes is more than a 
philosophy at Lemon Grass. 

The restaurant, named after a common herb found in 
many Vietnamese and Thai dishes, has a menu full of 
authentic Vietnamese dishes, created by Nguyen, who has 
had a passion for cooking her entire life. 

Both Vietnamese, they each moved to the United States 
10 years ago and eventually met in Texas.

The pair decided to follow Nguyen’s dream and open a 
family restaurant after hearing of a Vietnamese restaurant 
available to purchase. They planned to merge Pham’s 
business skills and Nguyen’s love of cooking and in 
November, Lemon Grass Café opened its doors. Today 
Pham has replaced his corporate environment to work in 
the front, greeting and serving customers, while Nguyen 
carefully constructs each dish as ordered.

The egg rolls, fried, and spring rolls, steamed with 
grilled pork, shrimp, tofu or chicken, (both $1.50) are 
traditional appetizers, which prepare the taste buds for 
the next course.

The Lemon Grass Chicken ($6.95), served with rice or 
vermicelli noodles, is made by stir-frying chicken with 
lemon grass, hot pepper, onion and garlic. This dish can 
be extremely spicy, but if requested, it can be prepared to 
taste. 

For those who prefer a little less spice, the Vermicelli 
with Grilled Chicken ($6.75) is an excellent choice. 
Served with an egg roll, the dish is a good choice for those 
who are new to Vietnamese food.

Another classic dish is the Pho ($5.75-$6.50) 
[pronounced fuh]. This dish is a broth prepared for five 
to six hours each day and served with toppings chosen 
when the order is placed. The selection includes steak, 
brisket, meatball, flank steak, fatty brisket, tendon and 
tripe. Customers can have as many or as few toppings as 
they want.

For dessert, Nguyen offers Sinh To or bubble tea 
($2.50), a fruit smoothie made with a variety of different 
fruits and tapioca pearls.

This no-frills restaurant is a great find for Northwest 
Austin dining. With a menu offering a variety of dishes 
and options, repeat visits are a must. 
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Water preservation
CONTINUED FROM |1

183

MoPac

Braker Ln.

Parmer Ln.

Howard Ln.

Home to several threatened and endangered species. In 1996, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service asked Travis County, Austin and the Lower 

Colorado River Authority to buy 30,428 acres of land to make up the 
preserve by 2016. 

The Balcones Canyonlands also encompass the Jollyville Plateau. 
Roughly bounded by the Colorado River, MoPac, Lake Travis, and US 

183, the Plateau is home to the threatened Jollyville salamander 
(at left) that, like the Barton Springs salamander that 

only lives at the pool, can only live in this area 
according to U.S. Fish and Wildlife services.

Largely covered by urban watershed so rain runs off the concrete surfaces 
and into gutters or retention ponds. Developments lured here by incentives 
include Samsung and the Domain.

Extends down most of Austin’s Western side. Land here is part of a 
watershed and water runs off into the drinking water supply.

Domain

Samsung

Balcones Canyonland Drinking Water Protection Zone (DWPZ)

The city’s fourth water treatment plant, opening in 2013, will conflict with 
the Balcones Canyonlands but the effects on the land will be minimized.

Water treatment plant

Desired Development Zone (DDZ)

and roads. Whereas water in the DWPZ soaks into the land 
to recharge the aquifer, this area is categorized as an urban 
watershed, meaning most of it is covered in impervious 
concrete and water runs off into retention ponds rather 
than the drinking water supply.
Fostering growth

The real estate trend in the 1990s was to build in the 
western half of the city, Futrell said, so development 
had to be lured into the DDZ. That’s why, along with 
the smart growth ordinance, the city also passed a 
bond in 1998 to lock up the sensitive land around 
Barton Springs and then approved incentives giving 
developers a reason to build in the DDZ.

These incentives resulted in the location of 
Samsung and the Domain. Austin invested an 
amount not to exceed $25 million at the Domain 
and $56.5 million at Samsung over the course of 
20 years in rebates and taxes, according to Amber 
King, Economic Growth and Redevelopment Services 
representative. 

In return, the city would gain about 1,600 new jobs 
and a nearly $106 million return on its investment. The 
incentives were both a financial investment and a growth 
investment for the city.

“We were doing everything we could to entice and lure 
our primary employers to go into the Desired Development 
Zone,” Futrell said. “The reason for that is that you want 
to live where you work, and your supplies grow up near 
the primary employers, so if you could get your primary 
employers to go into desired development zones more 
people would live there.”

According to a study from Georgia Southern University, 
from 1997 to 2003 there was an increase in both housing 
permits and housing developments in the DDZ and a 
corresponding decrease in the DWPZ.

Building on protected land
One type of construction that, controversially, has not 

been put out of the DWPZ is Austin’s fourth drinking 
water treatment plant, planned near Lake Travis within the 
sensitive Balcones Canyonlands.

“It is in the Drinking Water Protection Zone, however 
a water plant is such that it has to be built near a lake,” 
Public Works Project Manager Jay Ulary said. “The city 
went through a site assessment, but this was the only place 
that made sense and there aren’t a lot of large land tracts 
open in that area.”

Austin bought the land in 1984, and this will be the first 

time the city has tapped Lake Travis. In its full capacity the 
plant will produce 300 million gallons per day. 

An alternative site, known as Cortana, was considered 
but the location is home to several endangered birds. 
The construction on the water treatment plant will 
operate under environmentally conscious standards, and 
construction is likely to start in October, scheduled so as to 
not interfere with bird nesting.

“In these areas there are lots of bird habitats and karst (a 
type of porous stone) features, so anywhere out in this zone 
is going to be sensitive,” Ulary said. “But we’re committed 
to getting it done on time and with minimal impact.”

McNeil
Anderson Mill

360

620

2222/Bull Creek Rd.

Northwest Austin Water Dynamic

Lake Travis

Source: City of Austin Smart Growth 
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Community Impact plans an in-depth focus of each of the three districts in the next three months: 
Pflugerville ISD in June, Round Rock ISD in July and Austin ISD in August. We’ll complete our education 
focus with information about higher education in the Northwest area.

Austin ISD
Established:  1881
School property tax rate: $1.49 per 
$100
Total number of schools: 110
Number of students: 82,074
Number of Northwest Austin 
students: 3,875
Schools in Northwest Austin:

3  Elementary Schools 
0  Middle Schools
1  High School 

High School facts
Anderson High School opened in its 
original building in 1886 under the 
name E.A. Anderson High School, but 
was renamed for L.C. Anderson in 1938 
after the brother of E.A. Anderson. 
The current building opened in 1973.

2007 achievements
6 National Merit finalists
6 National Hispanic scholars
1 National Achievement scholar
1 National Merit semifinalist 
19 National Merit commended 
Band  - UIL Sweepstakes winners
Color Guard - 2007 TCGC Independent 
Regional A champions

78750

78759

183
78729

78727

Austin ISD

360

MoPac

McNeil Rd.

Parm
er Ln.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

620

Round Rock ISD

Pflugerville 
ISD

Round Rock ISD
Established:  1888 
School property tax rate: $1.64 per $100
Total number of schools: 42 
Number of students: 39,092
Number of students with Northwest 
Austin addresses:  5,500
Schools in Northwest Austin:

10  Elementary Schools 
3  Middle Schools  
2  High Schools 

High School facts
Westwood High School opened 1981

2007 achievements
21 National Merit finalists 

McNeil High School opened in 1992
2007 achievements

7 National Merit Finalists 
1 National Hispanic Award
1 National Achievement Award
2 Round Rock ISD Academic Excellent 
Hispanic Heritage Award
2 Outstanding Hispanic Students

 

Northwest 
Austin

Pflugerville ISD
Established: 1936
School property tax rate: $1.68 per $100
Total number of schools: 26
Number of students: 19,696
Number of students with Northwest 
Austin addresses: 4,352
Schools in Northwest Austin:

3  Elementary Schools
1  Middle School
1  High School

High School facts
Connally High School opened 1996

2007 achievements
1 National Merit Scholar
1 National Achievement Scholar
Boys Basketball team - State semifinalists 

One Act Play - Third place at State UIL 
competition

Band - UIL Sweepstakes winners, 23rd 
out of 92 at Bands of America contest 
Drumline - First in State

Orchestra - Division 1 at Alamo Showcase 
of Music in San Antonio 

Education  
Focus n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n  s c h o o L  d i s t r i c t s    
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Austin park system
CONTINUED FROM |1

•  Facilities for senior activities

•  Basketball courts for leagues

•  Café or kitchen that supports home economic courses

•  Assembly area for multi-cultural events that would 
represent the more than 90 ethnic heritages in the NACA 
neighborhoods

•  Information kiosks that provide data on city services, 
local job opportunities and health services translated 
into numerous languages

•  Facilities for youth programs

•  Space to host public safety, code enforcement, 
property and zoning information meetings

•  Community gardens

“Our hope is that we’ll get more than a recreation 
center. We want a true multi-purpose community center 
that has something for everybody.” Anthony Williams, 
president of the North Austin Civic Association.

North Austin Civic Association’s Vision

final location is still in the negotiation process, it will 
probably lie somewhere west of Lamar and south of Parmer 
Lane. Once the land is purchased, Strong anticipates the 
council will then issue the money to begin the design 
stage of the estimated 18,000 sq. ft. building. It is likely to 
have a gymnasium and an assortment of classrooms, but 
PARD will seek community input during the early stages 
of planning.

The majority of the bond money will support renovations, 
such as playscape renovations for both Northwest Balcones 
and Mountain View parks. Still, although the parks 
department emphasizes the importance of maintaining 
current facilities and land, the city’s accelerated growth 
also requires new amenities. 
Buying new park land

For this reason, the third aspect of the bond funding 
provides $20 million for new park land. If possible, the 
department prefers to predict and work ahead of population 
booms.

“We have more or less kept up with the growth,” Strong 
said. “As development has grown in some areas, we have 
gone and acquired land. If we can, we buy early so it can be 
bought at a better price.”

Voters set aside $5 million to purchase greenbelts and 
another $5 million for destination parks, which includes 
metropolitan parks similar to Walnut Creek. 

However, when areas like Northwest Austin’s population 
builds up rather than out, large plots of land are less available 
for recreational purposes. That is why the remaining $10 
million will finance infill parks, also known as pocket 
parks, which require minimal property. 

“As the city becomes more dense, the pocket-park 
concept makes more sense,” Strong said. “These tracts are 
smaller, like one to one-and-a-half acres.” 

Although Strong knows the basic type of parks they plan 

to acquire, it is less certain how many they will actually 
get. 

“The number of parks we acquire will be dictated by how 
much it costs to get them,” he said. “The number will be 
dictated by the skill of the negotiations.”

Already they have sighted and begun attempts to buy 
some northwest land, although negotiations are not final. 
Building with fees

Besides money from bonds, which depends on voter 
approval, PARD can also fund projects through park 
dedication ordinance fees. Since 1985, city ordinance 
has dictated that if a developer has a project that is both 
residential and subdivided into single-family plots, then 
they must either give a certain amount of land per unit or 
an equivalent fee so the city can build parks. 

Non-subdivided, rent-dominated areas do not fall into 
this category, do not pay the fee, and as Strong would 
argue, do not contribute fairly to the park system. He 
notes residents who live in densely concentrated areas 
like apartments use their land and facilities the same as 
homeowners. Their parks receive the same amount of stress, 
but less attention because the money is not available.

Most Northwest Austin parks benefit from the fees with 
the single-family home-dominated region, but the current 
process also places an unfair burden on certain developers 
because the fee is determined by the value of the land, he 
said.

Under the current regulations, fees can start at less than 
$200 and then skyrocket to thousands of dollars. PARD’s 
research also cannot pinpoint any consistency for the 
contrast of the fees.

“[Land value] fluctuates everywhere,” Strong said. “We 
looked to see if we could find a pattern, but it is high and 
low all over town.”

PARD will recommend the council approve a flat fee of 
$650 per unit, or door, at the June 7 council meeting. 

“We have had that ordinance since 1985 and it is simply 
time to go back and correct any inequities,” Stuart said. 
“There are some needs we’re not meeting.”

North Austin Recreation Center Plans

The North Austin Civic Association lobbied for the 
location of a recreation center in its neighborhoods, a 
project that is now in process after receiving approval in 
the November bond election. Almost $8.5 million will go 
toward an estimated 18,000 sq. ft. building. 

Lam
ar Blvd.

Although PARD is in 
negotiations with multiple 
sites, NACA would like the 
center near the North Village 
Library and linked to the 
Walnut Creek Greenbelt.

Anderson Ln.

Braker Ln.

Parmer Ln.

Bu
rn

et
 R

d.

MoPac

Library

Walnut Creek
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1. Balcones
12017 Amherst Drive 
51.69 acres
Softball field, unlighted
Basketball court, unlighted
Two volleyball courts, unlighted
Neighborhood swimming pool, wading pool
Trail - 3 miles, picnic tables, playground

14. Barrow Preserve
7715 Longpoint Drive
7.6 acres
Trail - 4 miles

20. Walnut Creek Park
12138 N. Lamar Blvd.
293.62 acres
Three softball fields, lighted
Soccer field, unlighted
Basketball court, unlighted
Volleyball court, unlighted
Playground, picnic tables and pavilion
Barbecue units, swimming pool, wading pool
Reservable facility
Trail – 6 miles

2. Gracywoods
11.61 acres
12133 Metric Blvd.
Volleyball court, unlighted
Playground, picnic table
Trail -1 mile

3. Mountain View
9000 Middlebie Road
8.55 acres
Multipurpose field
Basketball court, unlighted
Two tennis courts, unlighted
Volleyball court, playground, picnic tables

4. Northwest Balcones  
10201 Tallyran Drive
6.54 acres
Soccer fields, unlighted
Multipurpose field
Basketball court, unlighted
Volleyball court, unlighted
Playground, picnic tables and pavilion
Trail - .2 mile

5. Pickfair
10904 Pickfair Drive
.5 acres
Playground, picnic tables and pavilion

6. Riata 
1401 Riata Trace
7.97 acres

7. Scofield Farms 
12901 Scofield Farms Drive
13.93 acres

8. Schroeter  
11701 Big Trail
12.08 acres
Basketball court, unlighted
Playground, picnic tables and pavilion
Barbecue units
Trail - 1 mile

15. Hill
8601 Tallwood Dr.
5.51 acres
Baseball field, unlighted
Multipurpose field
Basketball court, unlighted
Playground, picnic tables
Trail - .25 mile

16. Bull Creek 
7806 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.
477.74 acres
Wading pool, swimming area, fishing pier
Trail - 1 mile

9. Tanglewood
11409 Rustic Rock Road
14.3 acres
Basketball court, unlighted
Volleyball court, unlighted
Playground, picnic tables and pavilion
Barbecue units
Trail - .25

10. Lakeline
2701-2715 Lakeline Blvd.
10.45 acres

11. Yett Creek
12538 Riata Vista Circle
40.55 acres

12. St. Edward’s Park
7151 Spicewood Springs Road

13. Great Hills Park
10700 Floral Park Drive

18. Upper Bull Creek  
6958 Spicewood Springs Road
346.2 acres

19. Wells Creek
13100 Block Metric Blvd.
14.9 acres

 Neighborhood

Nature

Greenbelt

Metro

District

School playground joint ownership

11

From left to right, 
Riata Trace, 
Schroeter and Wal-
nut Creek parks.

Northwest Austin Parks

183

Lakeline Blvd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

McNeil Dr.

Parm
er Ln.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Middlebie Dr.
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Amherst
Riata Trace

Duval Rd.

Tallyran D
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Rustic Rock Dr.

Steck
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Adirondack Tr.
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Serena Tallwood

Lamar

Scofield Metric Blvd.

MoPac

Stillhouse
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Preserve

Running 

Bird Ln.

Cedar 

Bend Dr.

Big Tr.

Riata

Vista Ct.

Old Lampasas Tr.
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Bee Caves

360

Ridgeline

Riviera

Greystone

Long

Point D
r.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Rimdale

The city of Austin designates parks by their 
size and the area they serve. Parks are open 
daily from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m. unless otherwise 
posted.

For more information about parks and park 
events visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks.

Bull Creek

12

Floral Park Dr.
13

17. Steck Valley 
8403 Adirondack Track Drive
37.99 acres Map not drawn to scale

N
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Alamo Drafthouse is an all-in-one 
package, providing dinner and 
a movie in one stop. This Austin 
original has now branched out 
with several Austin locations and is 
moving all over Texas. The theater 

McNeil

Capital of 
Texas  Hwy.

7

6 1

5

3

2

41. Kiddie Acres

4800 W. Howard Lane
Phone: 255-4131
Web site: kiddieacres.com

For a taste of the carnival in 
Northwest Austin, Kiddie Acres 
is a family-owned children’s 
amusement park offering miniature 
golf, pony rides and refreshments 
since 1979. Kiddie Acres is open 
year round, weather permitting.

Summer Hours: June - August
Tuesday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday, 12 p.m. to 7 p.m.

The oldest known grave belongs to 
Asenath Stewart, who died in 1862. The 
cemetery began as a cemetery for Pond 
Springs residents in the 1860s, but was not 
deeded as a cemetery until 1877. Grave 
markers range from the 1860s to 1990s.

Located on Lake Creek Parkway between RM 620 and US 183

2. Pond Springs Cemetery

3.  Arboretum Cows, Duck Pond and Time Capsule
The duck pond is open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Geese, 
ducks, fish and turtles can 
be spotted. A set of mute 
swans used to reside at the 
pond. The property is now 
managed by C.B. Richard 
Ellis.

10000 Research Blvd.

The Cows at the Arboretum were 
sculpted by Harold Clayton and 
have resided here since the 1980s 
when the project was completed. 
Trammell Crow saw Clayton’s work 
and commissioned him to create 
the cows. There are three sets in 
Austin, Dallas and Milwaukee.

Just across from the Cows 
lies a capstone covering a 
time capsule. Retail tenants 
at the time donated items to 
be placed in it. It is believed 
to contain video clips of 
newscasts, a salt and pepper 
mill and a certificate of deposit drawn on Interfirst Bank 
to benefit AISD once it matures. No one is sure about the 
amount. Information provided by C.B. Richard Ellis and Sandy Gottisman with Live Oak-Gottisman. 

Inside  
Information

n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n  L a n d m a r k s

4. Quarry Lake
Quarry Lake is now privately owned by the 
companies that surround it, including Pure 
Austin Fitness, but for years people have been 
cliff diving into the quarry from the steep 
sides. No one really knows for sure just how 
deep Quarry Lake is, but rumor says it could be as deep as 900 feet. The 
water in the quarry is cool due to a natural spring that feeds the lake.

4515 Seton Center Pkwy., Ste. 105

5. Pennybacker Bridge
The Pennybacker Bridge was designed 
by David McDonald and opened in 1982. 
The bridge is made of Korean-made steel, 
designed to rust to its current amber 

color. Also known as the Austin 360 bridge, Pennybacker is a unique 
structure in that no part of the bridge touches the water.

Located on Loop 360 just south of FM 2222

6. Alamo Drafthouse Lake Creek 
is known for its special screenings and 
parties that celebrate the movies, and 
its unusually named pizzas including 
“Porky’s Pepperoni” and “The Godfather.” 

13729 Research Blvd., Ste. 1500

7. North Police Station
The northeast, northwest and north-central 
command staff and district representatives 

are all stationed at 
this location, along 
with detectives 
and patrol officers 
for the area.  

Call 311 for non-
emergencies, but 
reports can be 
made and traffic 
tickets paid at this 
location.

12400 Lamplight 
Village Ave.

1

620

183
Parm

er
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Non-Commercial Land Use
N1 – Grace Covenant Church

9431 Jollyville Road 

A non-denominational Bible church 
purchased a manufacturing facility in 
April 1978, located on 7.8 acres between 
Old Jollyville Road and Highway 183

Sold three-plus acres to developers of The 
Echelon Office Park for a Worship Center

Purchased 4.4 acres of land across 
Jollyville Road to allow for future growth

In April 2005, began a long-range capital 
stewardship campaign, Grace Transforms, 
to prepare for future growth

In May 2005, purchased an office building 
on Jollyville Road near Loop 360, now 
known as the Grace360 Building, to house 
classrooms and offices 

•

•

•

•

•

512-836-7312512-836-7312 Commercial Property Update
C2 –  Great Hills Station

10225 Research Blvd.

Shoe Pavilion is moving into the former 
Border’s Books space  

Tenants:  Michael’s, Kisma Day Spa, Foot 
Solutions, Originals Jewelry and Fine Gifts

C3 –  Target
10107 Research Blvd.

Formerly Home Depot, this conversion to a 
Target retail store overseen by Endeavor

C4 – Gateway Plaza
10001 Research Blvd. 

Art and Frame Warehouse will be 
opening a location in June

Golfsmith opened this location in the 
1990s

C5 – Gateway Market
9607 Research Blvd. 

Opened in 1993; Simon Real Estate Group 
acquired it in 2004

Giada Rocco has recently closed its doors 
leaving space available

Tenants:  Learning Express, In-Step, 
Reed’s Jazz and Supper Club, the Marble 
Slab, Whole Foods, Best Buy and the 
Oriental Rug Gallery of Texas

C6 – Arboretum Crossing
9333 Research Blvd.

Closed:  Mikasa, Circuit City, Brook Mays 
Music and DSW Shoe Warehouse

Opening: Facelogic 1,700 sq. ft. location

Tenants:  Babies R’ Us and World Market

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Commercial Property Update
C1 – The Arboretum

10000 Research Blvd.

Opened in October of 1985; Simon 
Property Group acquired it in 1998

Pottery Barn- Closed through August 
for remodeling/ expansion of current 
location 

Amy’s Ice Cream - Opened its 
second  location here in 1985.  After 
the Guadalupe location moved, the 
Arboretum location became their oldest 
location

Tenants: Barnes and Noble 
Booksellers, Heroes and Legacies 
smoke shop, C. Kirk Root Designs 
jewelry,  Francesca’s Collections 
boutique, Market Treasures boutique 
home accessory shop and Ahead of the 
Curve 21st Century Bridal Store

•

•

•

•

Capital of Texas Highway and US 183

n o r t h w e s t  a u s t i n  L a n d m a r k s

N1

C1

C2

C3

C5

C4

C6

capitaL of texas hwy.

great hiLLs tr.

braker Ln.

stoneLake bLvd.

183

The intersection of Capital of Texas Highway and US 183 is one 
of Austin’s most prominent intersections.  Not only because of its 
visibility up on a hill, but because of its diverse retail offerings.  It 
has even been referred to as “Austin’s Golden Triangle.”

mopac
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Pools
Balcones Neighborhood Pool

 12017 Amherst Drive
Canyon Vista Neighborhood Pool

 8455 Spicewood Springs Road
El Salido Pool

11500 El Salido Parkway 
250-8427, www.ammud.org

Springwood Pool
9810 Parliament House Road

Day Camps
Chaparral ice 

14200 IH 35, 252-8500
www.chaparralice.com
The skating rink offers three summer 
day camps for ages 5 to 8, 9 to 11 and 
12 to 14. In addition to skating and ice 
sports, campers hike, swim and take 
field trips.

Marmalade skies 
13450 Research Blvd., Ste. 229, 
695-1694
www.marmaladeskiesaustin.com
This north Austin craft store offers 
two different camps for children from 
kindergarten to fifth grade and from 
sixth grade and higher. The day camps 
are run on a weekly basis and feature 
themes such as “mosaic madness,” 

“paper crafting” and “give your old room 
a new look.”

Nowakowski’s Black Belt 
academy

1300 Research Blvd., 796-2515
www.atanow.com
At Camp Courage and Camp 
Confidence kids will learn tricks such as 
board breaking and tumbling. The day 
camps run from 8 a.m. to noon starting 
June 11.

Girlstart
1400 W. Anderson Lane, 916-4775
www.girlstart.org
This organization aims at teaching girls 
math, science and technology. This 
summer they’re offering four different 
camps for girls in fourth through eighth 
grade. Camp themes include broadcast 
journalism, Web design and crime scene 
investigation.

deVry University
11044 Research Blvd., 1-888-676-2687
In these weekly day camps, kids ages 6 
- 14 can learn how to program mobile 
robots. Sessions begin May 28.

switch Willo stable day Camp
4829 Switch Willo Road , 658-5844
www.switchwillo.com
This weekly day camp teaches 
horseback riding and barn skills along 
with arts and crafts and swimming for 
children ages 6 -16. 

YMCa
5807 McNeil Drive, 335-9622
www.austinymca.org

swim lessons
Begin June 4 and run through August 
17, with new classes starting weekly. 
Prices depend on member status and 
number of lessons taken per week.

theme Camp
$142/week, members, $172/week, non-

members
Different program themes each week. 
Arts and crafts, organized games, field 
trips and swimming.
5 - 12 years old

Kinder Camp
$142/week, members, 
$172/week, non-
members
Scaled down version of 
theme camp.
4 - 5 years old

sports Camp
$152/week, members, 
$182/week, non-members
Introduces and develops 
fundamental skills of the 
weekly sports in non-
competitive environment.
8 - 12 years old

adventure Camp
$162/week, members, $192/
week, non-members
Focuses on a different adventure 
each week, traveling on multiple 
theme-related field trips weekly.
10 - 13 years old

teen leadership Camp
$157/week, members, $197/week, non-
members
Offers leadership skills through 
activities including ropes courses, 
community service projects and on-site 
activities.
13 - 15 years old

Camp doublecreek
www.campdoublecreek.com
255-3661
Opens May 28. Campers can begin 
any Monday and can continue for any 
amount of weeks.
Features swimming, horseback riding, 
sports, miniature golf, baby animals, 
a vegetable garden, arts and crafts, 
archery, tennis, tumbling, playground, 
games and activities.
Doublecreek offers free pickup and 
dropoff service at the following 
locations:

Pioneer Farms

Volente Beach
Photo courtesy of Jon Lebkowsky

Camp Doublecreek
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Casis Elementary

2710 Exposition (south side of the 
school)

Forest North Elementary
13414 Broadmeade Ave. (off 
620)
Hill Elementary
8601 Tallwood Drive 
(between MoPac and Mesa)
Doss Elementary
7005 Northledge Drive
Round Rock Memorial 
Park
IH 35 & RM 620 (behind 
Shell)
Spicewood Elementary
11601 Olson (corner of 
Olson & Anderson Mill 
Road off US 183) 
Summitt Elementary
12207 Brigadoon 
Lane (off Amherst 
between Parmer and 
Duval Road) 

Valley View Elementary
1201 Capital of Texas South (Loop 360 
across from entrance to Lost Creek)

Wells Branch Elementary
14650 Merrilltown Drive (off 1325)

Daily Activities
Pioneer Farms

10621 Pioneer Farms Drive, 837-1215 
www.pioneerfarms.org
$6, child, $8, adult, $5 each, group rate 
(20+ people)
Open Sundays 1 p.m. - 5 p.m., Fridays 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m.

events
Daily Life on the Rural Prairie (DLRP)

Open to public and tours for schools 
and other groups. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. July 6, 13, 20, 27. 
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31.

African American Freedman’s 
Celebration/Juneteenth

Crafts, games and activities related to 

African American’s freedom and affairs 
of daily living in the Walnut Creek Area. 
1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Tickets are $10 and $1 
- $3 charge per craft. June 2.
Heritage Artisans. Demonstrations of 
daily life on the rural prairies of Central 
Texas during the 1800s. 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
June 3, 10, 17, 24. July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29. 
August 5, 12, 19, 26.

Independence Celebration
Food, crafts, hayrides and 
entertainment. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 and $1 - $3 charge per 
craft. June 30.

Quilting Bee
Pioneer quilting. 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. July 7.

Classes
Pioneer Farms offers classes ranging 
from blacksmithing and woodworking 
to basket weaving to candle making 
to spring planting. For a full list of class 
schedules, visit 
www.pioneerfarms.org/classes/
•  Trailblazer Campouts
$4 per camper
Fridays and Saturdays
Campouts at the historic farmstead or 
in the refurnished bunkhouse. 

Main event
13301 US 183, 401-0000 
www.maineventusa.net
Monday 11 a.m. - 2 a.m., Tuesday-
Thursday 11 a.m. - midnight., Friday 11 
a.m. - 2 a.m., Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 a.m., 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. - midnight 
After 10 p.m. Sunday - Thursday and 12 
a.m. Friday and Saturday, guests must 
be at least 18 years old.

•  Bowling
•  Billiards
•  Laser Tag
•  Arcades
•  Glow Golf
•  Rock Climbing
•  Main Street Café

Family and Friends Night
Wednesday 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. One 
hour of bowling, shoe rental, one large 

pizza and soft drinks for up to five 
people, $36.95.

austin Park ‘n Pizza
16231 N IH 35, 670-9600
www.austinspark.com
Sunday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m., Monday-
Thursday 3 p.m. - 10 p.m., Friday 3 p.m.-
11 p.m., Saturday 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

•  Miniature Golf
•  Go-Karts
•  Bumper Boats
•  Batting Cages
•  Laser Tag
•  Arcade
•  Climbing Wall
•  Kiddie Rides

dave and Busters
9333 Research Blvd., 346-8015

www.daveandbusters.com
Sunday-Thursday 11:30 a.m. - 12 a.m., 
Friday and Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 2 a.m.
Billiards
Shuffleboards
Virtual reality interactive games and 
simulators
D&B Speedway
Chicago Shootout
D&B Downs
The Million Dollar Midway

Volente Beach
16107 FM 2769, 258-5109 ext. 0, 
www.volentebeach.com
$14.99 under 42”, $18.99 over 42”, 
$12.99 seniors, free 2 years old and 
younger
10 a.m. - 8 p.m., May 26 - Aug. 19. 11 
a.m. - 6 p.m., Aug. 20 - 26.

Movies in the Park
$10 per guest, children 2 years old and 
younger are free. Admission includes 
burger, chips and drink. 6 p.m.

•  Over the Hedge, June 2
•  Barnyard, June 9
•  Open Season, June 16
•  Flushed Away, June 23

events
June 30

Round Rock Skate Park, behind Clay 
Madsen Recreation Center
1600 Gattis School Road

Fourth of July parades
Milwood Neighborhood Association 
Independence Day Parade and Picnic. 
http://milwoodna.com
Northwest Austin Civic Association. 
Northwest Hills 2007 Fourth of July 
Parade. 
www.northwesthills.org

Hyde Park Baptist Church 
11601 Spotted Horse Drive, 459-6587
Sunday July 1
This annual celebration is held at 
Hyde Park Baptist’s Quarries site the 
Sunday before Independence Day. The 
celebration includes live music and a 
fireworks show.
www.hpbc.org

Pioneer Farms

Austin Park ‘n Pizza
Photo courtesy of Merrick Brown

Camp Doublecreek

Marmalade Skies
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Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

R.O.C.K.
Non-profit uses 
horseback riding as 
therapy for the disabled.

Kut Klose
Barbershop

Pflugerville barbershop 
a place to catch a 
haircut and some good 
conversation.

Cavers aim to make 
Cedar Park the state’s cave 
capital.

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  o t h e r  p u b L i c a t i o n s ’ r e c e n t  i s s u e s

The Texas Department of Transportation 
signed a $3.5 million planning agreement 
with Spanish engineering and construction 
firm Cintra-Zachry in 2005. In exchange 
for Cintra-Zachry’s $6 billion investment 
they would reap the toll concession for the 
next 50 years.

In addition to the use of tolls to fund new 
roads, TTC also allows existing roads to be 
tolled.

TxDOT has proposed managed, tolled 
lanes along MoPac. At an April 12 meeting, 
TxDOT explained how the managed lanes 
would work similar to High Occupancy 
Vehicle lanes. These managed lanes are also 
being considered along IH 35 and US 183, 
according to the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s 2030 plan.
Bills fight the TTC

This new legislation, House Bills 1892 and 
2772,  and Senate Bill 1267, put a two-year 
moratorium on new toll roads, allows indi-
vidual cities more control over how TTC 
affects them and gives more consideration 
to privatization.
Other possibilities 

Krusee has filed a bill, House Bill 9962, to 
allow the gas tax to rise with the inflation 
rate, and in the Senate, another bill would 
similarly raise the gas tax by the need for 
transportation funds. Texas’ gas tax ranks 
in the middle for state gas taxes at 20 cents, 
with New York the highest at 33 cents and 
Alaska the lowest at 8 cents.

Texas Legislature considers transportation funding options as TxDOT privatizes projects
by raChel youens

In 2003, Gov. Rick Perry signed House 
Bill 3588, responsible for the Trans-Texas 
Corridor, into law, providing for private 
funding of public roads, large-scale tolling 
and the eminent domain of land. Now two 
bills are questioning whether the TTC’s 
bold ideas are helping or hurting Texas 
drivers.

One of the TTC’s main proponents, and 
an author of the bill, is Rep. Mike Krusee of 
Williamson County. Krusee, chairman of 
the House Committee on Transportation, 
said he wrote the bill broadly to give local 
government many tools to address conges-
tion.

“The 20th-century model for transpor-
tation growth will not suffice for the 21st 
century,” Krusee said in his 2003 statement 
of purpose for the bill. “Motor fuel taxes are 
declining per mile traveled on the state’s 
highways.”
Project funding

In the past, highway construction was 
funded through a rise in the state gas tax, 
but the gas tax has not increased in 16 
years, while the number of people on Texas 
roads has grown by over 5.5 million in that 
time.

“The National Highway Trust Fund is 
scheduled to be insolvent in 2009,” Krusee 
said. “The state needs private sector funds 
because the legislature has refused to dedi-
cate adequate public funds.”

Controversial corridor faces new hurdle

I-10

I-20

I-45

I-30

I-10

I-37

I-40

San 
Angelo

San 
Antonio

Bryan

Beaumont

Killeen

Carrollton

Wichita Falls
Lubbock

Amarillo

Midland

Kerrville

El Paso

Laredo
Kingsville

Corpus 
Christi

Austin

New 
Braunfels

Fort 
Worth

Lufkin

Nacogdoches

Houston

Proposed 
Trans-
Texas
Corridor
location

No construction contracts have been signed, 
but in March 2005 TxDOT did sign a contract 
with Spanish company Cintra-Zachry for a 
comprehensive development agreement. 

This contract only authorizes a $3.5 million 
planning effort.
In September, the Master Development 
Plan was unveiled, which shows the 
phasing and implementation, seen here. 

TxDOT is now awaiting the results of an 
environmental study to refine the master 

plan. This study should come out this 
summer. Ultimately, the Federal Highway 

Administration will have the final say on TTC 35.
The master plan anticipates construction beginning 
by 2011.

TTC 35

TTC 35 alternative

I - 69

LEGEND

TTC 35
The corridor for TTC 35 generally parallels IH 35 and is 
approximately 600 miles long, extending from north of 
Dallas to Mexico.

This massive project 
encompasses eight states 
and covers 1,600 miles from 
Shreveport or Texarkana to 
Mexico. The route has not been 
finalized.
Planners have divided I - 69 

I - 69

into 15 stand-alone 
sections that could 
serve a transit 
function even if 
the other sections 
were not built or 
connected.

Round Rock

Pflugerville

Sonshine Stables

Texas Cave 
Conservancy

Bill would keep Austin’s 
residuals out of Cedar Park 

by raChel youens

Residents in Cedar Park thought their troubles were end-
ing. In December, the lease would expire for the company 
which was blasting twice daily in the quarry a half mile 
from their homes along FM 1431 and Lakeline Boulevard. 

What residents didn’t understand was that the end of 
one problem would be the beginning of another. 

In 1987, the city of Austin bought 215 acres of land on 
the outskirts of the city to dump waste, or “sludge”, gener-
ated in the water treatment process. There was already a 
quarry on the property and the company running it, Rang-
er Excavation, had a lease on the land. Austin planned to 
wait until Ranger’s current lease expired and then in 2013 
would begin dumping there.

Later, Cedar Park began its explosive growth and neigh-
borhood developers began plotting subdivisions up to the 
edge of the quarry property. The noise of quarry blasts be-
came a problem, but the city of Cedar Park had no recourse 
because the quarry was not within its city limits. In 1994, 
Cedar Park annexed the land.
Defining sludge

Austin Water Utility Engineer Judy Musgrove wants citi-
zens to understand the material is not sludge.

“No sludge is going into the Cedar Park quarry. It is not 
biological waste,” Musgrove said. 

The material to be dumped is the residual from water 
treatment plants, mainly powder calcium carbonate or 
lime that softens the water by raising the pH.

Residuals from current water treatment go to a quarry 
near Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, Musgrove 
said. The city chose the Cedar Park quarry because it was 
closer to the new Northwest Austin water treatment plant 
at Lake Travis, cutting down on the cost of transportation.

The city of Austin has already approved an extension 
of Ranger Excavation’s contract for another ten years. It 
would include some of the provisions neighbors have been 
looking for, such as a natural noise and dust buffer. How-
ever, all of the City of Austin’s plans could be put on hold if 
new legislation is approved.

A bill already passed through the House that would re-
quire a larger city owning a quarry inside a smaller city to 
get the smaller city’s consent before extending any leases 
on the land or disposing of residuals. 

If the land cannot be used for excavating or for dump-
ing, Austin is likely to sell the land and begin looking for 
another dump site, Musgrove said. 

Cedar 
Park
Quarry

Texas Legislature considers transportation funding 
options as TxDOT privatizes projects
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Family:	Husband	and	a	daughter,	12
education:	Bachelor’s	degrees	in	linguistics	and	
engineering	from	the	University	of	Texas
contact information: 
sondra.creighton@ci.austin.tx.us

Q.  What does the public works department do?
A.  In a nutshell, we do capital improvements and manage 
city transportation. 

On the building side, we handle the construction of new 
buildings such as fire stations, EMS, library, parks and 
recreation and recreation centers. Public works does Austin’s 
larger buildings as well, such as the new municipal court 
house, city hall and the new Mexican-American Cultural 
Center. We do work on any public buildings, new or old. 

On the transportation side, we oversee street maintenance, 
resurfacing, filling potholes and replacing faded street 
markings and signs. We’re also responsible for the regulatory 
side of things, such as right-of-ways, traffic signals and traffic 
studies to see if a signal or a stop sign is warranted. We also 
manage traffic signal synchronization.

Q. How did you get this job?
A.  I started in linguistics, and got a degree at UT, then 
I found it wasn’t employable. My brother said I needed to 
go into finance or engineering, something more practical. 
I started taking classes in math and physics and found it 
interesting because I’d been in the non-literal liberal arts 
world, and in math and science everything was black 
and white. I liked that it was so literal. I got involved in 
construction and engineering and started working with 
contractors building homes. 

I got my engineering degree and then got a job with the 
city. I’ve been with the public works department for 22 years 
doing all sort of positions including drainage and utilities, 
and have worked my way up through the department.

Sondra Creighton, Public Works Director

Q. What is the city doing to improve bike mobility from 
north Austin to the rest of the city?
A.  A bike safety task force just formed with city staff and 
all interested parties. This task force is working on developing 
goals and objectives to improve cycling for commuters, 
hopefully to come up with new ideas about identifying new 
locations for primary cycling-commuting routes and ways to 
increase the number of bike commuters, which right now is 
only about four percent.

Personally I’d like to see a world-class cycling commuter 
facility, but that would require a lot of money. I’m not sure our 
city is quite ready for it yet. It would be great to have a whole 
cycling bond in an election.

Q. What do you like most about your job?
A.  I’m a risk-taker, and I’m not afraid to go out and try 
something new or different if it could make a project better 
or more efficient. It’s really gratifying to find a new challenge, 
having people say it can’t be done and explore new ways of 
doing things.

I think about the Civilian Conservation Corp. in the 
Depression, when so many were put to work doing public 
works. To this day, those facilities are still there, and the 
workers’ values were such that they wanted to do quality work 
and build things that were there to stay. I admire all that they 
gave to our country, and I’m glad to be able now to contribute 
public works to future generations. The Mexican-American 
Cultural Center and city hall are great buildings that will be 
here long after I’m gone. It’s very gratifying to be part of that.

Sondra Creighton loves her job, but she needs your help to do it. “I very much encourage citizens to call 311 whenever they see 
a missing sign or a badly-timed signal or a pothole,” Creighton said. “We have people out looking but they’re usually fixing 

things that we know about and not looking for new problems. We rely on citizens for help.” With her jurisdiction covering nearly 
all of Austin’s infrastructure, the public works director has a lot on her hands.


