
Funding in place 
for new parks, 
improvements, 
land acquisitions
By Marthe Rennels

This summer the city took a major 
step in furthering its efforts to pro-
vide a state-of-the-art parks system by 
providing a new funding source that 
allows the city to not only ask residents 
to withdraw an already approved $13 
million worth of bonds, but also brings 
in an influx of $5.5 million annually for 
parks expansion, land acquisitions and 
renovations to some of the city’s most-
used recreation areas. 

Right now the city has more than 
40 parks that offer a range of activi-
ties—from sports fields to hike and bike 
trails, two aquatic centers with another 
under construction and several other 
park updates in the works.  However, 
as the city population increases the 
demand on the existing park system 

See Parks | 24

See Water | 22

City to increase water rates by 11 percent

By Marthe Rennels
Recent McKinney City Council dis-

cussions have flowed from rising water 
rates, water leaks caused by aging 
infrastructure and the role water con-
servation plays in the city’s contract 
with the North Texas Municipal  
Water District.

Water rates from the NTMWD, which 
includes 13 large member cities and an 
additional 34 smaller water customers in 
parts of 10 counties, have been increasing 

by at least 10 percent each year since  
FY 2011-12. Rates are expected to con-
tinue to rise as the district seeks new water 
resources and builds new infrastructure, 
including an 11 percent rate increase for  
FY 2015-16.

These rate increases, coupled with 
less revenue to the city’s water and 
wastewater fund because of successful 
city and resident conservation efforts, 
have prompted the city of McKin-
ney to pass on the full 11 percent 

increase by the NTMWD to residents  
this year.

This will be the first time the city 
has not paid the majority of the rate  
increase on behalf of its residents for 
several years. 

“As a resident, I hate it. I am paying 
these water bills, too,” McKinney Mayor 
Brian Loughmiller said. “But I under-
stand the hardship the city faces when 
these rates rise. I wish we could continue 
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Area officials concerned over conservation effects, additional water district increases 

This graphic shows the yearly water rate increase the NTMWD has passed along to its member cities and the 
amount McKinney has in turn increased to its residents. This year the city is passing along 100 percent of the 
district’s increase to its residents.

Y e a r ly  w at e r  r at e  c h a n g es

Towne Lake Park has several hike and bike trails.

The monthly
minimum

residential water 

charge will 

 increase by 

$1.36.

15  VOTE 2015

• BOND ELECTION

• STATE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMMENDMENT ELECTION

ELECTION
GUIDE

ONLINE-EXCLUSIVE NEWS AND FEATURES 

VISIT TODAY!
Where local lives.



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com2

GET A MAMMOGRAM  
LIKE YOUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT.
16th Annual Baylor Health Care System Foundation Celebrating Women Luncheon

Thursday, October 15, 2015

www.BaylorHealth.com/CelebratingWomen

Presented by:

*  Breast cancer survivor, 
Amy Marcontell, with her family.



McKinney Edition • October 2015 3



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com4

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!

Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
 We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com

Come on over — we’d love to have you join us for a 
complimentary chef-prepared meal. Call or stop by 
anytime, and let our home-made meals speak for 
themselves. Bring a friend if you’d like ... Dinner’s on us!

in town!best food
You’re invited to try the

Please call us at 
972-547-6800

65+ only please

7210 Linkside Point Drive
McKinney, TX 75071

SPOTLIGHT ON READING STRUGGLES “NO WONDER MY SON WAS 
FRUST� TED AND ANGRY!”

We took away his cell phone. � en his car. But 
nothing we did motivated our son Dillon to study 
more or do be� er in school.

Despite all our e� orts, he just couldn’t do it. I’d tell 
him to study for a test and he’d refuse, saying, “I don’t 

have to study. I understood the homework.”
But how was I supposed to believe him 

when he failed every test? � e turning 
point came when we got him tested at 

LearningRx. 
One of Dillon’s brain skills called 

auditory processing was really weak. 
And since auditory processing 
is foundational for reading, no 
wonder homework took forever! 

His long-term and working memory skills were also weak. In other 
words, he’d been telling us the truth! He really had understood the 
concepts as he learned them; he just couldn’t hang on to them.

Within weeks of starting brain training, Dillon was spending less 
time on homework. Midway through the program, we saw C’s and D’s 
turning into A’s and B’s.

But what I really loved was that Dillon became happier and more 
con� dent. His literature teacher told me Dillon was like a completely 
di� erent kid. In chemistry, he did so well he was asked to tutor other 
kids. He told me, “Mom, this stu�  is easy.” I’d never heard that before!

His � nal year of high school, Dillon took tough classes he never 
would have a� empted before brain training.

To this day he’ll try something new and say, “Mom, before 
LearningRx I couldn’t have done that.”

And you know what? I believe him. —Shannon, Dillon’s mother

SPOTLIGHT ON READING STRUGGLES “NO WONDER MY SON WAS 
FRUST� TED AND ANGRY!”

We took away his cell phone. � en his car. But 
nothing we did motivated our son Dillon to study 
more or do be� er in school.

Despite all our e� orts, he just couldn’t do it. I’d tell 
him to study for a test and he’d refuse, saying, “I don’t 

have to study. I understood the homework.”
But how was I supposed to believe him 

when he failed every test? � e turning 
point came when we got him tested at 

LearningRx. 
One of Dillon’s brain skills called 

auditory processing was really weak. 
And since auditory processing 
is foundational for reading, no 
wonder homework took forever! 

2720 Virginia Pkwy. Suite 200
McKinney, TX 75071

www.learningrx.com/mckinney
972-704-1293

3550 Parkwood Blvd. Suite 304
Frisco, TX 75034

www.learningrx.com/frisco
972-432-6544

CALL TODAY 
and Find Your Answers! 

Mention this ad and 
receive $75 off  an initial 

assessment.



McKinney Edition • October 2015 5

© 2015 Community Impact Licensing LLC. All Rights Reserved.  
No reproduction of any portion of this issue is allowed  

without written permission from the publisher.

FROM THE EDITOR
I cannot believe we are 

already publishing our 
October issue! What a 
busy summer we have 
had working to bring you 
the most pertinent local 
content possible. It has 
been a joy covering our 
city and hearing from 
you all. 

In one of our front page 
stories this month we dis-

cuss rising water costs, the city’s 28 percent water loss 
and the financial effects of water conservation. You 
can also learn why the city pays for more water than 
it uses and what the North Texas Municipal Water 
District does with the cash. 

Also in this issue we focus on the city’s park system, 
which helps make McKinney unique by nature. 

Several land acquisitions for more parks are on the 
books for the city, including some north of US 380. 
New funding has been put in place that will allow the 
city to better develop its parks system debt-free, and 
we have included a map of the city’s community parks. 

Lastly, our Election Guide (Page 14) provides a 
snapshot of the largest proposed bond election in 
McKinney’s history—$160.3 million. We have listed 
each proposition and a brief description. However, if  
you would like a more in-depth story, take a look back 
at our June issue, which you can find in the archives at  
communityimpact.com.

Please continue to reach out to us; we love to hear 
your suggestions, answer 
your questions and do our 
best to continue to bring you 
local, useful information. Marthe Rennels
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Are you interested in seeing a new 
athletics stadium for McKinney ISD?

  68.55%                                            No, I do not want the 

district spending my tax dollars on a new stadium but 
would rather see funds invested in new schools.

  21.81%         Yes, the district needs a new stadium 

because it has outgrown the current stadium.

       5.64%    Other
 

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 9/3/15-9/21/15.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCONTENTS

TAKE THE POLL

6 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more
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Lady Butterbug
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Mercedes-Benz coming soon
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Prestwyck Phase 1
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you think the contract between the 
NTMWD and its member cities needs 
to be updated? 
             
 

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/mck-poll.

Last month we reported on a potential McKinney ISD 
May bond election that could include a new stadium. 
The district already owns the land and has some sta-
dium funding in place, but MISD would need additional 
bond funding to complete the potential project.

Contact us 
today for 

a free 
consultation

DALE R   SE
I N J U R Y  L A W Y E R

M c K i n n e y L a w . c o m

PERSONAL INJURY   |   TRUCKING COLLISIONS   |   AUTO COLLISIONS  |  CONSTRUCTION INJURIES   |   MOTORCYCLE INJURIES

972-562-0266YOUR LOCAL COLLIN COUNTY LAWYER SINCE 1993
2780 VIRGINIA PKWY, SUITE 401 • MCKINNEY
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up to three minutes. It relieves chronic 
pain, decreases fatigue and burns 
calories. www.kurecryo.com

4  Lumin Urgent Care, 210 N. Custer
Road, Ste. 100, opened Aug. 31. The
urgent care provider specializes in
treatment of urgent pain, seasonal
allergies, immunizations and travel
medicine. Walk-ins are welcome, and
most insurance is accepted.
214-592-0194. www.lumincare.com

5  Summer James, 211 E. Louisiana 
St., opened Sept. 25. The store will  
offer home decor, furnishings,  
women and children’s clothing, men’s 
T-shirts, jewelry, and candles. 
 214-629-0448. www.facebook.com/
summerjamesboutique 
 
Coming Soon 
 
6  Eldorado Vision and Optical,  

7785 Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 400,  
will open Oct. 5. The office will 
specialize in adult and children’s eye 
exams and hard-to-fit contact lenses, 
treatment of eye diseases and co-
management of eye surgery such as 
LASIK. The office is also available for 
eye emergencies. 214-914-6860.  
www.eldoradovision.com 
 
7  Skylight Salon, 112 N. Tennessee 

St., will open mid-October. The 
full-service, open concept salon will 
offer haircuts, hair color treatments, 
blowouts and products. 
214-535-9181. www.skylightsalon.com 
 
8  Chestnut Commons,  

305 E. Virginia St., will open in 
the spring. The 18,000-square-foot 
mixed-use development features both 
retail and office space and an open-air 
garden on the third floor. Some space is 
still available. 469-424-5900. 

Now Open

1   Groggy Dog, 2014 W. University 
Drive, Ste. 330, opened Oct. 1. The 
store specializes in screen printing 
and embroidery on a number of 
different garments for groups, schools, 
businesses, churches, fraternities and 
sororities. www.groggydogonline.com 

2   Miss Henny Penny’s Groovy 
Coop, 109 S. Tennessee St., opened 
Aug. 25. The store sells clothing, 
records, gifts, furniture, and other 
retro items. One-hour art classes  
are offered for children on the 
weekend. Reservations are suggested.  
469-617-3820.  
www.thegroovycoop.com

3  Kure Cryo, 7951 Collin McKinney 
Parkway, Ste. 500, opened Sept. 26. The 
facility specializes in pain-management 
and wellness services. It offers massage 
therapy, whole-body cryotherapy, 
ozone therapy and infrared therapy. 
Cryotherapy is a hyper-cooling process 
that lowers the skin temperature to 
approximately 30 F during a session of 
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www.thefurniturebuyersclub.com   |   2001 Central Circle #101   |   469.952.6404   

We work on less than half the markup of a traditional furniture 
store.  The Furniture Buyers Club offers all styles of furniture, 
from great values to high end lines, so you can furnish all the 
different rooms in your home.

Bring in this coupon to receive 

COMPLIMENTARY CURBSIDE HOME DELIVERY 

in McKinney, on any purchase above $1,500

Online prices at our Mckinney showroom

No fees, no membership, no appointment
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels

News or questions about McKinney? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

9  Pure Barre, 6840 Virginia 
Parkway, Ste. 135, will open Oct. 4. 
Pure Barre offers a total-body workout 
that utilizes the ballet barre to perform 
small, isometric movements that burn 
fat, sculpt muscles and create long, lean 
physiques. 214-383-9235.  
www.purebarre.com/tx-mckinney

10  Right Now Media,  
6300 Henneman Way, will open in the 
spring. The media company creates and 
distributes streaming video content 
for thousands of churches throughout 
the country. Right Now Media  has 
produced video-driven resources 
with well-known pastors and leaders, 
including Matt Chandler, Max Lucado, 
Jen Hatmaker, Francis Chan, Lisa 
Harper, David Platt, Chip Ingram, 
Louie Giglio and Gary Thomas,  
among others. 972-560-4000.  
www.rightnowmedia.org 
 
11  Hugs Café, 224 E. Virginia St.,  
will open in mid-October. The mission 
of the restaurant is to create an inviting 
place of training and employment for 
adults with special needs while aiming 
to provide dignity, self-worth and 
developing respect in the community. 
The employees will be trained, cook, 
and serve cafe-style meals that include 
sandwiches, soups, salads and daily 
specials. www.hugscafe.org

Anniversaries

12  LAST Art Gallery,  
105 W. Louisiana St., celebrated its 
first anniversary Sept. 2. The gallery 
offers wall space for artists to rent and 
sell their work without commission. 
Twenty-five artists are on display at  
the gallery. 214-960-4741.  
www.lastartgallery.com

13  Stonebridge United Methodist 
Church, 1800 S. Stonebridge Drive, 
celebrated its 20th anniversary  
Sept. 20. The church offers three 
services every Sunday, including the 
Celebration Service at 9 a.m. and  
10:30 a.m. and The Bridge also at 10:30 
a.m. 972-529-5601. www.mysumc.org

14  Landon Winery, 101 N. Kentucky 
St., celebrated its 10th anniversary  
Aug. 20. The winery offers wine 
tastings daily, and wine education 
classes on how to taste wine, food and 
wine pairing, and wine making are 
offered periodically. 972-542-3030. 
ww2.landonwinery.com

 

In the News 
 
Community Impact Newspaper will 
receive 17 awards at the National 
Newspaper Association’s 2015 Better 
Newspaper Contest awards ceremony 
held Oct. 3 in St. Charles, Missouri. 
The contest recognizes achievement 
in writing, advertising and graphic 
design. For a complete list of winners, 
visit www.nnaweb.org/better-
newspaper-contest.

Miss Henny Penny’s Groovy Coop opened 
Aug. 25 at 109 S. Tennessee St. 
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Office and retail space will be available as 
Chestnut Commons construction is completed.
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LAST Art Gallery celebrated its first anniver-
sary last month in downtown McKinney. 
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Stonebridge United Methodist Church cele-
brated 20 years of service Sept. 20.
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Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

Historic Downtown McKinney

213 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney
(972) 400-0348Like us on facebook

MCKINNEY’S LARGEST BIG GREEN EGG DEALER
DFW’s Only Family Owned Kitchenware Store

Popular brands include: Big Green Egg, Staub, Zwilling JA 
Henckles, Wusthof, Blendtec, and Cuisipro
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Granite • Marble • Quartz • Glass Shower Enclosures • Custom Framed Mirrors And More

Now Offering Tile Backsplash!

Where Unique Meets Amazing

2160 West Princeton Drive (Hwy 380) | Princeton, TX 75407
SHOWROOM HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm | Saturday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm

jubileecompany.com • jubileeshowerdoors.com

(972) 529-2140  |  jubileecompany.com  |  jubileeshowerdoors.com

MCKINNEY’S PREMIER HOUSE CLEANER! MCKINNEY’S PREMIER HOUSE CLEANER! MCKINNEY’S PREMIER HOUSE CLEANER! MCKINNEY’S PREMIER HOUSE CLEANER! 

Let Maid Right check house cleaning off your to do list this 
weekend and spend more time on the things you enjoy.

Same Reliable Owner Cleaning Crews 
Each Visit EnviroShield® Whole Home Disinfecting System 
Hospital Grade Cleaning Products
Color-coded Cloths to Reduce Cross-contamination 
The Strongest Guarantee in the Industry

Unique Maid Right Benefi ts

Save

On Your First Three Cleanings!*

$75
Sign up for three recurring* Maid Right Home 
cleaning services and receive a $25 credit on 
your fi rst three cleanings, saving $75.

Not redeemable for cash. Offer is based on three recurring 
cleanings. Credits applied to each cleaning. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Participating locations only.

Call for a FREE in-Home 
Cleaning Consultation 

469-777-5353

www.MaidRightMcKinney.com
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Lady Butterbug

Retired educator and small-business owner Karla Ritchey began selling Chalk Paint in 2011.
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Lady Butterbug
Former educator paints new career path

K arla Ritchey said she painted 
her first piece of furniture 
when she was 12 years old. 

Now she has turned the passion she 
developed as a child into a career near 
historic McKinney.

Karla and her husband, Steve, own 
Lady Butterbug, a dealer of Chalk 
Paint by Annie Sloan. They also sell 
the product at three other locations in 
Dallas/Fort Worth including Grape-
vine, Dallas and Plano.

“I heard about this paint and 
just followed my gut,” Karla said of 
opening her business. “You don’t have 
to prime, strip or sand; you just start 
painting. Annie Sloan has started a 
movement for small businesses in 
furniture refinishing.”

The paint gets is name, not from 
having chalk as an ingredient, but 
from the chalky appearance of the 
paint. Chalk Paint can be used to 
paint surfaces of all types. Karla said 
the paint sticks to plastic, concrete, 
metal, wood, fabric, stone and  
cabinetry. 

“It doesn’t have to be old furniture 
needing to be refurbished,” she said. “I 
have lots of customers who are trying 
to give a vintage look to their IKEA or 
Wal-Mart stuff. It sticks to laminate. 
It’s just decorative paint and you don’t 
need six layers of paint.”

Chalk Paint, though relatively new 
to the area, has been around for 25 
years. Annie Sloan’s paint, which has 
only been in the U.S. for about five 
years, revolutionized furniture refin-
ishing, Karla said.

“I came on board early in the 
company, so I have grown with the 

business,” Karla said. “I think Annie 
Sloan’s paint coming to America has 
changed our thinking. It’s evolving 
our tastes, and our eye is maturing for 
painted furniture. Chalk Paint has just 
made [refinishing a piece] so easy.”

Karla, who is retired after 29 years 
of teaching, said although Lady But-
terbug is a relatively new venture, she 
is not new to the business world.

“I have had four other businesses, 
so I guess I’ve always had the entre-
preneurial gene,” she said. “Now I’m 
combining that [experience] with my 
love to paint.”

Now a small-business owner, she 
is still using her teaching skills as 
Lady Butterbug offers workshops and 
classes, including beginning painting 
and techniques, cabinet painting and 
specialty sessions that teach specific, 
specialized techniques such as two-
color painting and dry brushing.

“I like seeing the excitement on 
our customers’ faces when they come 
through the door at Lady Butterbug,” 
she said. “This product allows them to 
make a transformation within their 
homes with their cabinets, furniture 
and floors.”

The Ritcheys are not simply dis-
tributors of Chalk Paint; they are also 
users. Karla said she is now in her 
third historic home, a residence she 
said always requires a little sprucing 
up. Her backyard garden has been 
featured in three magazines because of 
its chalk-painted look, she said.

“Chalk Paint can be seen all over 
our garden because it so versatile and 
can be used on everything,” Karla 
said. “It does really well outside.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

1701 N. Waddill St.  
972-529-8078 
www.ladybutterbug.com
Hours: Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Annie Sloane’s Chalk Paint is offered in 32 
decorative and historic color options.

Lady Butterbug opened in April 2014.

Lady Butterbug features inspirational pieces 
for both first-time and advanced painters.

By Jean Ann Collins
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Other locations
The shop features paints, 
brushes and other products 
for any chalk painting project. 

Other retail locations for Lady 
Butterbug include:

• High Street Antiques and 
Design, 800 N. Central 
Expressway, Plano 

• City View Antiques, 6830 
Walling Lane, Dallas

• Grapevine Antique Market, 
1641 W. Northwest 
Highway, Grapevine

GENERAL OBLIGATION 
BOND ELECTIONBOND 2015

McKINNEY

ELECTION DAY NOV. 3, 2015 • EARLY VOTING OCT. 19-30

VOTE

For election information and details on all propositions visit 
www.McKinneyTexas.org/Bond2015
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Sweet Art Bakery

Owner and lead cake designer Sarah Halterman has been baking wedding cakes since 2007.
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Sweet Art Bakery
Local bakery marries sweet tooth, art

B efore Sarah Halterman began 
baking five-tier wedding cakes 
from the kitchen of her own 

business, she was sharing her confec-
tions with coworkers in the teacher’s 
lounge. Halterman, a second grade 
teacher, began baking following the 
birth of her first child. She said  
began baking cakes with a simple  
goal of making birthday cakes for  
her children.

Halterman said she learned to bake 
through classes, trial-and-error and 
even YouTube 
videos.  Her 
artistic side came 
out in the work 
and the response 
from other teach-
ers was more than positive, she said.

“They were like, ‘Oh you should 
start a business!’” Halterman said.

So she did.  
Halterman quit her job as a teacher 
and in 2007 opened Sweet Art Bakery 
in McKinney.

In the first year, she said she 
remembers doing roughly 10 wedding 
cakes. Now, the business and its staff 

of six complete orders for  more than 
100 cakes a year.

When the bakery moved from its 
previous location near the center of 
town, Halterman decided to add a 
cafe, where guests could purchase 
daily sweets such as a cake truffles 
or cupcake. The style of the cafe pays 
homage to that of downtown McK-
inney Halterman said, as the interior 
features a vintage-industrial feel, with 
cracked-paint window frames and 
mismatched metal and wooden chairs.

Wedding cakes 
are also on the 
cafe menu, but in 
a smaller form. 
The cupcakes 
($2.50 each, $25 

for a dozen) come in other flavors, too, 
including red velvet, vanilla birthday 
cake, lemon, strawberries and cream, 
and chocolate salted caramel.

Breakfast is also available with 
a menu featuring coffee, a sausage 
kolache ($2), almond croissant ($3) 
and other breakfast pastries.

The cakes are still the main focus 
of Sweet Art Bakery and there are 

DINING FEATURE

3751 S. Stonebridge Drive, Ste. 400 
469-563-9471 
www.sweetartbakery.com
Hours: Tue.-Fri 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

options for many of life’s occasions, 
she said.

“We really get a lot of repeat cus-
tomers,” Halterman said. “We’ve done 
their engagement cake, their wedding 
cake, then their baby shower, their 
first birthday.”

The artist in Halterman likes some 
of the more unique requests from 
customers.

For a recent 30th birthday she dec-
orated a three-tier cake with images 
from the man’s life and some of his 
favorite things. For the Fourth of July 
the team of bakers created a cake that 
featured five miniature Founding 
Fathers walking atop a red and white 
flag.

Photos of the bakery’s custom cakes, 
cupcakes and cookies can be seen on 
its website. Although the staff enjoys 
the challenge of a custom cake, the 
work is not easy, Halterman said.

“Had someone told me how much 
work it would have been in the 
beginning I might not have done it,” 
Halterman said. “So I’m glad no one 
did because I actually did it.”

The wedding cake cupcake ($2.50 each) is 
one of the many flavors behind the counter.

The cafe’s cake truffles ($1.25) come in a 
variety of flavors.

Sweet Art Bakery

By Adrian Gandara

$5.25 

30 
HOURS 
per cake

per wedding cake serving

120

a year
Wedding cakes

“We really get a lot  
of repeat customers.”

—Sarah Halterman, owner

Eldorado Pkwy.

Stonebridge Dr.
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Better Hearing Keeps 
You Connected!

• Hearing evaluations for all ages
• Hearing Ad fi ttings, maintenance & repairs
• Invisible fi ttings
• Wireless and connectivity solutions
• Evaluation period on all hearing aids
• Custom ear / swim protection

Locally Owned 
and Operated Liz Brassine, Owner

Au.D., CCC-A, 
FAAA

Doctor of 
Audiology

Cassandra Wilson, 
Au.D., CCC-A, 

FAAA
Doctor of 
Audiology

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com  | 4201 Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

Sta� ed by 3 Licensed Doctors of Audiology
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Marthe Rennels

Speed limits to remain low on US 75 
throughout Collin County
Drivers who commute to and from work 
on US 75 through Collin County are used 
to seeing slower speeds than in 
neighboring counties. According to 
TxDOT officials, that will be the case 
until all construction work on US 75 is 
complete. 

In October, TxDOT crews are putting 
finishing touches on the widening project 
that stretches from the north end of the 
city to the south end. Crews are working 
to widen the US 75 to four main lanes in 
each direction and three frontage road 
lanes in each direction from SH 121 to 
US 380. TxDOT is also widening US 75 
to four main lanes in each direction and 
two frontage road lanes each direction 
from Wilmeth Road to Telephone Road. 

By January, drivers through McKinney 
will be commuting on the newly widened 
roadway. However, new widening 
projects through Allen and Plano will 
stall the speed limit change. There is 
a large improvement scheduled at the 
interchange of US 75 and the President 
George Bush Turnpike. TxDOT officials 
said there is not an estimated completion 
date at this time. The project is slated to 
go out for bids in November.

US 75 at US 380
The Texas Department of 
Transportation closed the 
southbound US 75 entrance ramp 
at US 380 until Oct. 12 for on-
ramp reconstruction. During the 
closure, drivers can continue on the 
southbound frontage road to the next 
US 75 entrance ramp south of White 
Street. Delays are expected, and 
drivers are encouraged to seek an 
alternate route if possible. The ramp 
reconstruction is part of a greater 
US 75 widening project in McKinney.

Timeline: January 2012-December 
2015
Cost: $106.5 million
Funding sources: regional toll  
revenue funds.

Lake Forest Drive expansion
The city of McKinney is set to begin 
construction in October to widen 
Lake Forest Drive from four lanes to 
six lanes from SH 121 to McKinney 
Ranch Parkway. According to a 
traffic study conducted by the 
city in 2013, this portion of the 
roadway is traveled by more than 
20,000 to 30,000 vehicles per day. 
The additional lanes will address 
traffic congestion in this area. The 
estimated completion date has not 
yet been released.

Timeline: October 2015-TBD 
Cost: $2.1 million 
Funding sources: $1 million from 
Collin County, $1.1 million from city  
of McKinney

Redbud Boulevard realignment 
The city of McKinney completed 
construction to realign Redbud 
Boulevard from near its intersection 
with Wilmeth Road to connect to 
the intersection of Bloomdale Road 
and Shawnee Drive. Two lanes of 
the future four-lane roadway have 
been constructed, and the new 
alignment ties into the existing 
Redbud. Construction was delayed 
two weeks because of inclement 
weather. Officials said Redbud is 
scheduled to open in October as 
crews work to complete minor items.

Timeline: January-October 2015
Cost: $2 million
Funding sources: city of 
McKinney.

On-ramp construction Roadway expansion Roadway Realignment
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Mercedes-Benz coming soon
Dealership to open in summer 2016, bring 125 new jobs
By Marthe Rennels 

Residents have already seen large 
amounts of construction at the south-
east corner of Central Expressway  
and Bray Central Drive recently, but 
the project has remained a mystery—
until now. 

Mercedes-Benz of McKinney, a 
75,000-square-foot, $32 million proj-
ect, is set to open in late summer 2016 
and initially bring 1,600 new vehicles, 
125 new jobs and a “serious invest-
ment” into the community, said Scott 
Smith, co-founder, CEO and president 
of Sonic Automotive. 

“It’s a premium brand, and we really 
feel that if you are going to invest  
$30 million in something it has to  
be a great brand, in a great location,  
in a great market,” he said. “It is one of 
the fastest-growing markets in Amer-
ica, and we are thrilled to be moving 
into McKinney.”

Smith, whose company is one of 
the largest automotive retailers in the 
country,  said the McKinney location 
is the largest open point in the United 

States. An open point is an area where 
manufacturers feel there is a large 
opportunity to serve the community 
with their brand and where there 
is not a nearby competing dealer of 
the same brand. The closest Mer-
cedes-Benz dealership is in Plano.

Sonic Automotive has completely 
overhauled the car-buying experi-
ence with a strong focus on customer 
relations, Smith said. One Sonic-One 
Experience will bring technology 
to the forefront by allowing dealer-
ships to sync customer information 
throughout the country at all  
107 Sonic Automotive dealerships—
including Lute Riley Honda and 
North Central Ford in Richardson.

“It’s a very open, transparent 
model,” Smith said. “We will build 
the technology into the facility so that 
when we are ready to roll out  
the processes, we won’t have to  
renovate and start all over. It is a 
model where our sales people are not 
paid on commissions; they are paid 
salary. They are really there to help 
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Mercedes-Benz of McKinney is a $32 million development set to open in late summer 2016.

Scott Smith said the location will bring comfort 
to customers through a large indoor showroom.

and guide customers rather than just 
sell them a car. We want to build a 
customer-centric model. There is 
no one else in the industry doing it, 
and we will be rolling out our One 
Sonic-One Experience [model] in the 
Texas region soon.”

The model includes technology 
upgrades to inventory management 
and pricing tools as well as a  
“customer-centric” customer relation-
ship management tool. The company 
has been developing the program 
since 2007.

Smith said he has other plans for 
McKinney as well, including a possi-
ble future preowned location, though 
no specific plans have been released at 
this time.

75
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McKinney City Council
Meetings are scheduled for the first  
and third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St.
972-547-7500.
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board  
of trustees
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
McKinney ISD Administration Building, 
#1 Duvall St. • 469-302-4000 
www.mckinneyisd.net 

Collin County 
Commissioners Court
Meetings are generally held Mondays at  
1:30 p.m. 
Jack Hatchell Administration Building,
2300 Bloomdale Road 
972-548-4100 • www.co.collin.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_mck

TweetingsMeetings

CITY & COUNTY
News from McKinney and Collin County Compiled by Marthe Rennels

Collin College celebrates 30th year 
by opening new conference center

Council approves 
$317.1 million budget

Council clears confusion about potential parking garage

COLLIN COUNTY  Collin College 
has officially marked its 30th anni-
versary Sept. 3 by cutting the ribbon 
on a 23,500-square-foot conference 
center at its Central Park campus in 
McKinney.

The project marks the third addi-
tion to the original campus. A library 
and a new health science center are 
currently also under construction. 
College officials said the conference 
center adds much needed space for 
academic conferences and workshops. 
In addition to the large conference 
room, additional classroom space is 
also available.

The conference center can seat 
up to 1,035 people in a theater-style 
arrangement or 640 people seated at 

round tables. It can also be divided 
into three breakout rooms. College 
officials said when the building is not 
in use by the college it will be available 
for community use.

For information about the confer-
ence center, call Sandra Claborn at 
972-377-1743 or visit collin.edu.

MCKINNEY  In September, McKin-
ney City Council approved the city’s 
fiscal year 2015-16 budget of $317.1 
million. 

Interim City Manager Tom Mue-
hlenbeck this year developed a 10-year 
plan that combines the next 10 budget 
years with the capital improvements 
proposed to go before McKinney vot-
ers in the Nov. 3 bond election. 

For example, Muehlenbeck said if 
voters approve the $22.5 million pub-
lic safety facilities proposition on the 
ballot, future budgets would allow the 
city to equip and staff the future fire 
station facilities.

The general fund’s expenditures, 
which the city uses to pay for a large 
portion of its expenses, are $116.9 mil-
lion for the fiscal year, which began 

MCKINNEY  A proposition in 
November’s $160.3 million city bond 
election has been receiving attention.

During the Sept. 15 City Coun-
cil meeting a McKinney resident 
encouraged residents to vote ‘No’ on 
Proposition 5, which would allow the 
city to issue bonds to construct a $13 
million, four-story, 400-plus parking 

space parking garage downtown. 
The resident said the parking garage 
location—near Church Street between 
Louisiana and Virginia streets—is a 
poor choice and urged residents to 
vote against Proposition 5. 

However, Council Member Don 
Day voiced concern over the com-
ments and misinformation that has 

been reported regarding the parking 
garage. 

“What people need to understand 
is that a vote ‘No’ for the parking 
garage means there will be no parking 
garage,” he said. “Bond elections only 
happen every four or five years, so it 
wouldn’t come up again for another 
four to five years and there is no way 

City, county and Collin College leaders attend 
a ribbon cutting for the conference center.
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to know whether it would be back on 
the ballot. So if we get a ‘No’ vote on 
the parking garage, there will be no 
parking garage for the foreseeable 
future.”

Day said residents needed to under-
stand that Proposition 5 does not 
include a vote on the location but only 
addresses whether the city will get the 
funding needed to build a parking 
garage in downtown.

Oct. 1 and ends Sept. 30, 2016. 
Other large expenditures include 

the water and wastewater fund, 
which accounts for about $64.5 
million, and the capital projects 
fund, which accounts for about $37 
million.

The FY 2015-16 budget includes 
25 additional city staff members.

Fund title

Total

General fund
Water/wastewater
Capital projects
Debt service
Component units
Internal services
Other operations
Solid waste
Airport
Surface water

$116.98M
$64.5M
$37.1M
$33.69M
$21.84M
$17.48M 
$8.5M 
$7.9M
$6.8M
$2.25M

Total expenses

$317.1 million

Source: city of McKinney/Community Impact Newspaper
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McKinney to hold largest bond election in history
By Marthe Rennels 

The McKinney City Council 
approved a proposed bond package 
worth $160.3 million in May and on 
Nov. 3, McKinney voters will have 
the chance to vote on the largest bond 
package in the city’s history.

Prop. 1: $64,095,920 for street
projects

The city is asking for more than  
$64 million for street projects that 
officials say will help increase eco-
nomic activity, improve safety and 
revamp the city’s aging infrastructure.  

Prop. 2: $50 million for airport im-
provements 

The city is seeking $50 million for 
land acquisition and hangar construc-
tion at McKinney National Airport. 

The city took over operation of the 
airport in November 2013 from a 
private developer. 

Prop. 3: $22.5 million for public 
safety facilities 

The city is asking for $19.5 million 
for two new fire stations, one to be 
built near the intersection of Hardin 

Boulevard and Virginia Parkway as 
well as a Craig Ranch location. 

Expansion and improvements at 
the city’s Public Safety Building, 
which houses both the police and fire 
departments, would cost $3 million to 
add 50,000 square feet to the building 
as well as an indoor gun range. 

Prop. 4: $11.7 million for munici-
pal building improvements

The city is requesting $9.5 million 
for the 18,000-square-foot expan-
sion of the John and Judy Gay Public 
Library.

Accessibility improvements to city 
facilities will account for an additional 
$1.2 million. This includes removal 
of architectural barriers to allow for 
accessibility as required by the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act.

The city is asking for another 
$1 million for facility design and con-
struction of a new facility to maintain 
the city vehicle fleet. 

Prop. 5: $10 million for a down-
town parking structure 

The city is asking for $10 million for 

Voter registration deadline: Oct. 5
First day of early voting: Oct. 19
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 23
Last day of early voting: Oct. 30

the project that, if approved, will be 
built between Louisiana and Virginia 
streets along Church Street. Officials 
said the project will provide more 
than 400 new parking spaces. 

Prop. 6: $2 million for flood pro-
tection

A request for $2 million for dam 
rehabilitation north of US 380 
between Hardin Boulevard and Lake 
Forest Drive.

 

Prop. 7: revoke $13 million park 
bond capacity 

In 2010, voters approved $13 million 
in bond funds for parks projects, but 
the issue will be going back before 
voters for revocation. The city has 
found a new way to fund park projects 
by using revenue from the Commu-
nity Development Corp. Since the city 
will draw $5.5 million per year for 
these projects, it no longer needs bond 
funding.

 A “Yes” vote on this proposition 
will give the city permission to cancel 
the issuance of  the bonds.

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

Collin College-Central Park Campus 
2200 W. University Drive 
Collin College-Higher Education Center  
3452 Spur 399 
Collin County Elections Office
2010 Redbud Blvd., Ste. 102 
John and Judy Gay Public Library  
6861 W. Eldorado Parkway 
McKinney Fire Station No. 7  
861 S. Independence Parkway 
Old Settlers Recreation Center  
1201 E. Louisiana Street 

ELECTION DAY LOCATIONS

Collin College-Higher Education Center 
3452 Spur 399
Collin College-Central Park Campus  
2200 W. University Drive 
Collin County Elections Office  
2010 Redbud Blvd., Ste. 102 
Dowell Middle School  
301 Ridge Road
Dr. Pepper Star Center at Craig Ranch  
6993 Stars Ave.   
Eldorado Country Club  
2604 Country Club Drive  
John and Judy Gay Public Library  
6861 W. Eldorado Parkway 
McKinney Fire Station No. 7  
861 Independence Parkway
McKinney Senior Recreation Center 
1400 S. College St. 
Old Settlers Recreation Center  
1201 E. Louisiana St. 
Stonebridge United Methodist Church  
1800 S. Stonebridge Drive

Voters to help 
shape state law

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ELECTION BALLOT LANGUAGE

 Proposition 2 (HJR 75): “The 
constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from 
ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 
market value of the residence homestead 
of the surviving spouse of a 100 percent 
or totally disabled veteran who died before 
the law authorizing a residence homestead 
exemption for such a veteran took effect.”

 Proposition 3 (SJR 52): “The 
constitutional amendment repealing the 
requirement that state officers elected by 
voters statewide reside in the state capital.”

 Proposition 4 (HJR 73): “The 
constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to permit professional sports 
team charitable foundations to conduct 
charitable raffles.”

 Proposition 5 (SJR 17): “The 
constitutional amendment to authorize 
counties with a population of 7,500 or less 
to perform private road construction and 
maintenance.”

 Proposition 6 (SJR 22): “The 
constitutional amendment recognizing the 
right of the people to hunt, fish, and harvest 
wildlife subject to laws that promote wildlife 
conservation.”

 Proposition 7 (SJR 5): “The 
constitutional amendment dedicating 
certain sales and use tax revenue and 
motor vehicle sales, use, and rental tax 
revenue to the state highway fund to 
provide funding for nontolled roads and  
the reduction of certain transportation-
related debt.”

 Proposition 1 (SJR 1): “The 
constitutional amendment increasing 
the amount of the residence homestead 
exemption from ad valorem taxation for 
public school purposes from $15,000 to 
$25,000, providing for a reduction of the 
limitation on the total amount of ad valorem 
taxes that may be imposed for those 
purposes on the homestead of an elderly 
or disabled person to reflect the increased 
exemption amount, authorizing the 
legislature to prohibit a political subdivision 
that has adopted an optional residence 
homestead exemption from ad valorem 
taxation from reducing the amount of or 
repealing the exemption, and prohibiting the 
enactment of a law that imposes a transfer 
tax on a transaction that conveys fee simple 
title to real property.”
 

By Caitlin Perrone
When voters head to the polls Nov. 3, 

they will decide whether to amend the 
Texas Constitution to shift millions of 
dollars in funds to Texas roads, grant 
certain elected officials the ability to live 
outside of the state capital and increase 
the amount certain homeowners can 
save on property taxes. 

The seven proposed constitutional 
amendments were crafted through joint 
resolutions by the House and Senate 
during the previous legislative session.

Find an extended version of this story at 
communityimpact.com/vote.

Source: Texas Secretary of State/Community Impact Newspaper
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218 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney, Tx 75069 • 972.548.2800

FREE appetizer 
or dessert 
with a purchase of 

$15.00 or more. Not valid with any 
other discount or offer.

100’s of great wines... 
but none from McKinney!

Retail Sales | Sourcing Specialist | Wine Club

www.mckinneywine.com

120 W. Virginia St. 
McKinney, TX

Parking in Rear
(972) 542-4636

Tue-Sat 11-9 pm
Sun 12-4 pm 

Free Port Tasting Each Friday 
and Saturday in October

Popular brands include: Big Green Egg, Staub, 
Zwilling JA Henckles, Wusthof, Blendtec, and Cuisipro

213 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney, TX 75069
(972) 400-0348 • kitchenwaresonthesquare.com

Historic Downtown 
McKinney

Like us on facebook

DFW’S ONLY 
FAMILY OWNED 
KITCHENWARE 

STORE
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18 through 31  
Tucker Hill Pumpkinville

For the fourth year, the Southern Land Co. is offering 
a pumpkin patch in the Tucker Hill development.  
The proceeds benefit the McKinney Christian 
Academy. Activities for families at the patch include a 
toddler-sized hay maze, a hayride, pumpkin painting, 
pumpkin planting and pumpkin carving. The activities 
are all free, but the pumpkins must be purchased. 
Food is available from vendors at the patch.  
10 a.m.-2 p.m. (Mon.-Thu.), 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  
(Fri.-Sat.), 1-5 p.m. (Sun.) 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. (Oct. 31).  
Free (admission). Tucker Hill, 2100 State Blvd.  
214-544-7550. www.tuckerhilltx.com

24 Pull for Puppies Charity  
tug of war tournament

Tug of war enthusiasts can get together to support 
Operation Kindness by participating in several events 
of tug of war battle. Operation Kindness is the largest 
no-kill animal shelter in North Texas. Each team needs to 
have eight players and can have four substitution players 
available. Each team has at least three matches.  
10 a.m.-noon. $20. The Beach at Craig Ranch,  
6145 Alma Road. 469-909-9033. 
www.facebook.com/pullforpuppies

24 Color Fun Fest 5K Run
This Halloween-themed festival covers 

participants in colorful powder thrown by volunteers. All 
attendees get free candy. There is a costume contest, an 
LED bouncy house, free balloons and a pumpkin carving 
contest as well as live entertainment. Registration is 
required for participating in the 5K. 1-10 p.m. $40 (5K 
adult registration at door), $30 (5K adult registration in 
advance), free (5K registration for kids 12 and under). 
Myers Park, 7117 County Road 166.  
info@colorfunfest.com.  
www.colorfunfest5k.com/locations/northdallas

   through Oct. 18
State Fair of Texas
The State Fair kicks off at Fair Park 

on Sept. 25 with its “Passport to Texas” theme 
featuring a midway, auto shows, arts and crafts, 
live music, daily shows, a beer garden and fried 
food classics. New Thrifty Thursdays offer special 
pricing on staple menu items. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. (Sept. 
27-Oct. 1, Oct. 4-8, Oct. 11-15, 18), 10 a.m.- 
10 p.m. (Sept. 25-26, Oct. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17). $18 
(general admission). Fair Park, 3921 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd., Dallas. 214-565-9931.  
www.bigtex.com

October

03 Wish 100 Bicycle Rally
Cyclists can ride through McKinney and the 

surrounding areas to help support the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation of North Texas. The foundation is working 
with the city of McKinney, McKinney Velo and Matrix 
Cycling to host the event. There are four route 
options: the 10-mile Joy course, the 17-mile Star 
course, the 45-mile Hope course and the 60-mile 
Strength course. About 1,200 riders are expected 
to participate. 7:30 a.m. $10 (children), $30 (adults 
in advance), $40 (adults day of ride). Downtown 
McKinney, 111 N. Tennessee St. 214-496-5056. 
www.wish100tx.org

03 Ropes Course Adventure Day 
The ropes course that is usually only available 

to groups is open for individuals and small groups to 
explore. The high ropes course options include the Team 
Power Pole, Bessie’s Tree Climb and a 500-foot-long 
zip line. There are also low ropes elements. Participants 
must be at least 8 years old. 1-4 p.m. $35. The Heard 
Museum, 1 Nature Place. 972-562-5566.  
www.heardmuseum.org

15 Rhythms of Pen and Brush featuring 
Richard Blanco

This showcase gives artists, musicians and writers the 
chance to get their work out to interested audiences in 
the McKinney area. The headliner is Richard Blanco, a 
poet who has participated in a president’s inauguration 
and travels the world to share his works. The other per-
formers include jazz musicians, poets, visual artists and 
actors. There is a workshop for high school and college 
students as well as poets presented by Blanco, for 
which registration is required. 7:30-9 p.m. $12 (students/
seniors) $17 (adults). Courtroom Theater, 111 N. 
Tennessee St. 214-544-4630. www.mckinneytexas.org

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Abigail Allen and Kelley Crimmins

Find more or submit McKinney events at  
communityimpact.com/mck-calendar.

To have McKinney events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

30 Scare on the Square
Downtown McKinney streets are closed to cars 

for the night to allow trick-or-treaters and their families 
to walk around safely. Participants can go from business 
to business to collect Halloween-themed goodies and 
can enter a costume contest with cash prizes available  
for grand prize winners. The contest is divided into  
several categories by age group as well as for pets,  
“Star Wars” costumes, a group category and a “green”  
recycled category. 4-7 p.m. Free. Historic downtown 
McKinney, 111 N. Tennessee St. 972-547-2660.  
www.mckinneytexas.org

w

RATROD, HOTROD &  
MOTORCYCLE AUTO SHOW

 11-3PM 
AT TUPPS 
BREWERY

 OCT.
10

HANCRAFTED IN MCKINNEY, TX.

Weekly Specials 
721 Anderson,

McKinney, TX 75069
Located Behind the Cotton Mill

Happier 
Hours

Wed & Thu 4-8PM
Fridays 4-10PM
$5 Craft Beers

TASTE & TOUR
$15 gets a TUPPS pint glass,
3 full pours and live music.

NIGHT OUT
Saturdays 5-10PM

$5 Craft Beers

TUPPKIN ALE HAS ARRIVED!
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Michael Williams
Texas Education Agency commissioner 
of education
By Krista Wadsworth

Michael Williams, Texas Education Agency commissioner of education, was 
appointed to the TEA’s top position by former Gov. Rick Perry in 2012. 

Williams earned his law degree from the University of Southern California 
and went on to become a federal prosecutor for the U.S. Department of Justice. 

He has served as deputy secretary for law enforcement at the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury and later served as the assistant secretary of education for civil 
rights at the U.S. Department of Education. 

In 1998 former President George H.W. Bush appointed Williams to an 
unexpired term on the Railroad Commission of Texas, and he was re-elected by 
Texas voters in 2000, 2002 and 2008. 

What is the role of the TEA?
The TEA is about 5.2 million 

students, 8,600 campuses and 1,200 
school districts. The unique thing 
about us, and it’s becoming more 
evident every day, is that 65 percent of 
our students are brown and black, and 
60 percent are economically disadvan-
taged, so there are some challenges. 
We are the regulatory arm for all the 
statutory requirements that school 
districts have. In addition, every dol-
lar of state money comes through us. 
We spend about $50 billion per [year] 
from state, local and federal funds. 
We mete out in the vicinity of $20 
billion per [year] from state dollars 
and another $4 billion from federal 
dollars. The locals spend about  
$26 billion. 

We are also the enforcement agency, 
so if there are violations on the state 
level then we are the arm that regu-
lates that as well. We also manage the 
teacher certification program. 

What do you see as the biggest 
challenge facing the TEA?

Dealing with the changing demo-
graphics in the state. As near as 2020, 

economists could suggest that  
60 percent of the jobs created are 
going to require some level of 
post-secondary education. But if 
you look at where we are today, and 
particularly you look at that brown 
and black demographic of folks, we 
are in the 20th [percentile of residents 
with post-secondary education]. In 
order to close that gap we are going to 
have to do a much better job in terms 
of teacher education programs and 
continued professional development 
and training as well as focusing on 
areas of reading, math, social studies 
and English language arts. We’ve 
made great progress in the past 15 
years. [Texas has] some of the highest 
graduation rates in the country when 
you look at our subpopulations, but 
the gap is still uncomfortably large. 

What are some initiatives  
to close educational gaps?

We are working on revising and 
changing the teacher evaluation 
program. Today, in many places, the 
way a teacher gets evaluated is that the 
principal walks around in his or her 
room. [The teacher] is dressed nicely 

and she gets a number—89, 90—but 
she has no clue what that means. No 
clue how to be a better teacher. We 
are redesigning the evaluation tool to 
provide real feedback about how you 
[can] be a better teacher—how deep 
down did you get into the rigor of 
today’s lesson, and how did you assure 
yourself that the student in the back 
actually got it? All of those things 
are part of this new matrix on how 
we evaluate teachers. We are in the 
second year of a pilot program. 

How would you sum up the 
discussion of school funding 
reform?

There are three basic issues. The 
first is adequacy—is the state put-
ting enough money into the pot for 
public education? The second one 
is equity—are we sharing it among 
districts fairly [and] equitably? Are 
fast-growing districts getting enough? 
Are poor districts getting enough? 
How do you build a system with that 
much diversity that is fair? The last 
issue is the Legislature’s decision on 
where a district can put its property 
taxes. There is an argument that so 

many districts are at or near the cap 
that what we have is tantamount to a 
statewide property tax that is uncon-
stitutional in Texas.  

How do you think standardized 
testing has affected the 
curriculum and education 
standards across Texas?

I think standardized testing for us 
has been good. Keep in mind what 
we’ve done as a state, going back to 
the [President George W. Bush] days. 
We said we were going to educate 
every kid in every classroom in every 
district across the state with the same 
body of knowledge, so that kid had 
a college and career readiness stan-
dard. It was at that moment that we 
started seeing ACT scores and SAT 
scores rise. There was accountability. 
We knew that teachers were going to 
teach that subject material because 
they knew there was going to be a test 
at the end. But the test wasn’t driving 
the curriculum. I think the point of 
your question was, “Is the test driving 
instruction?” And the answer is, great 
teachers don’t teach a test, great teach-
ers teach a curriculum. 
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Michael Williams is the commissioner of education for the Texas Education Agency.

NOW
HIRING

Apply online at communityimpact.com/now-hiring

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS
Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.

McKinney Gold & Diamond

MB U Y 
&  S E L L
G O L D

I N  H O U S E
J E W E L R Y 
R E P A I R

3050 S. CENTRAL EXPWY.  •  MCKINNEY •  972-548-9995

20% OFF ANY PURCHASE 
excludes Rolex and loose diamonds • must present coupon
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Jennifer Pickens was looking forward to another year of teaching, but 

she didn’t even make it to the first day of school. “I was diagnosed 

with soft-tissue sarcoma,” she says, “and needed chemotherapy 

right away, then months of radiation, then surgery.” Instead of being 

in the classroom, she was in and out of the hospital. “My immune 

system was knocked out. I was terribly sick,” Jennifer explains. 

“No one wants to be hospitalized, but I knew the nurses at Baylor 

Medical Center at McKinney would help me through it.” Now one 

year cancer-free, Jennifer divides her time between teaching and 

volunteer work for a Baylor cancer support group. “I love using 

my experience to help others.”

Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or 

affiliated medical centers and do not provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, 

Scott & White Healthcare or Baylor Scott & White Health.©2015 Baylor Scott & White Health BMCMCK_380_2015 CE 07.15

For a physician referral or for more information about  
cancer care services, call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at 

BaylorHealth.com/McKinneyCancer.

5252 W University Dr., McKinney, TX 75071

R E A L  PAT I E N T S .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

When cancer gave 
me its worst,  
Baylor gave  
me its best.

‘‘
’’
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T hroughout its history the 
Historic Collin County Court-
house has reflected the growth 

of the city of McKinney. 
The building was erected in 1875 

after McKinney was named the 
county seat of Collin County. At the 
time, city leaders felt a prominent 
courthouse was needed to pay homage 
to the community that was develop-
ing as rail lines brought prosperity, 
reliable transportation and unprece-
dented growth to the city, according 
to the city of McKinney’s website.

Upon its completion the building 
was considered the tallest building in 
the state north of San Antonio, city 
officials said. In 1927 the courthouse 
was remodeled and nearly doubled  
in size.  
“Whenever you give men money, they 
like to build monuments,” said Guy 
Giersch, historic preservation officer 
for the city of McKinney. 

The Historic Collin County Courthouse served as the hub for downtown from 1876-1979.
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The original courthouse, designed 
by Charles Wheelock in a second 
Empire French style, was built with 
an influx of money from the new 
railroads that ran through the area, 
bringing trade possibilities with it that 
had not existed before for McKinney, 
Giersch said.

In the years between 1875 and the 
Roaring ’20s, however, the county 
struggled to maintain the courthouse. 

“There was a major economic reces-
sion after the Civil War that took place 
in the 1870s and really didn’t turn 
around until almost the end of World 
War I,” Giersch said. “So with less 
money you get less maintenance.”

In 1927 a major revitalization 
took place changing the courthouse 
into the Neoclassical Revival style 
designed by W.A. Peters, according to 
the city. That change in facade can still 
be seen today. 

The courtrooms were used actively 

until 1979 when a new courthouse on 
McDonald Street was complete. 

The last infamous murder trial to be 
tried in the historic courthouse, how-
ever, was held in 1980 when Candace 
Montgomery was tried for the murder 
of her next-door neighbor. Montgom-
ery previously had an affair with the 
neighbor’s husband, said Amy Rosen-
thal, program director for the McK-
inney Performing Arts Center, which 
now operates within the courthouse. 

The courthouse itself, however, was 
in rough shape at the time of the trial. 

“Supposedly part of the roof fell 
down and crashed on the jury box a 
few days after the jury acquitted her,” 
Giersch said.

The courthouse sat awaiting new 
fate until 2006 when it was remodeled 

and transformed into MPAC, a mul-
tipurpose arts facility used for both 
public and private events. 

“Our commitment to the state was 
that we would maintain and pre-
serve the integrity of the courtroom,” 
Rosenthal said.

The integrity of the courtroom is in 
tact as the courtroom theater’s stage 
can be de-constructed in about a day 
and a half to convert the theater back 
into a courtroom, Rosenthal said. 
And occasionally that still happens as 
Judge Paul Raleeh holds night court 
sessions there, Giersch said. 

For more information about MPAC 
or the Historic Collin County Court-
house, visit www.mckinneytexas.org.

Marthe Rennels contributed to this article.

Historic Collin 
County Courthouse  
Adaptations reflect growing community

By Abigail Allen

HISTORY       MCKINNEY

1876
Dedication ceremony 
and inaugural party 
in the newly opened 
courthouse

1979
County relocates offices into 
a new courthouse, vacating 
the old courthouse

March 30, 2006
Building is reopened as 
McKinney Performing 
Arts Center at the 
Historic Collin County 
Courthouse.

1926
Plans are drawn up to remodel the 
courthouse because of pressing 
needs for more office and storage 
space and a serviceable courtroom

1927
Reconstructed courthouse is 
completed and partly furnished, 
almost ready for occupancy. 
Expansion included adding a 
third floor and a basement.

1983
McKinney Commercial Historic 
District listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.

Source: City of McKinney/Community Impact Newspaper
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From Aug. 1, 2013-July 31, 2014
NTMWD treated and delivered

83.6 billion gallons 
 of water

1.6 million people

and in 47 cities in parts of

10 counties

That population is expected to more 
than double to an estimated

3.5 million
by 2060

a growing water  
district population

City funds paid to the NTMWD  
for unused water

% of water purchased from the 
NTMWD used by the city

Amount of money cities required to pay for water each year

$1.87M $3.89M $3.48M $22.27M

$18.5M $17.8M $46M$10.5M
The NTMWD contract requires 
each member city to pay for the 
maximum amount of water it has 
used in a year at any point in its 
history. The amount of water paid 
for by the city does not waver.

2013-2014  
water consumption

from 2012-13

Water supply strategy 
through 2060

22%
Conservation  

and reuse

37%
Connecting 
existing 
supplies

41%
New reservoirs

11%
A decrease of

Preparing for growth:  North Texas Municipal Water District

90%
McKinney

80%
Frisco

75%
Allen

67.4%
Plano
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to pay the majority of the increases, but at this time it’s 
just not feasible.”

Interim City Manager Tom Muehlenbeck said 
passing on the rate increase, which city staff said 
will amount to an increase of about $1.36 per res-
idential monthly water bill, was necessary because 
of the diminishing balance in the city’s water and  
wastewater fund. 

“We have not, as history shows, [passed on the entire 
NTMWD water rate increase to residents],” Muehlen-
beck said. “When our ending [water and wastewater 
fund] balance was high, the council wanted to start 
chipping away at those [NTMWD rate] increases, and 
as a result the city has been absorbing most of it on 
behalf of its residents. But, now that our ending fund 
balance is depreciating very quickly, we feel like we 
need to pass this along.”

City Finance Director Randy Rhoades said the city 
has been increasing rates by about 2 to 3 percent annu-
ally during the past few years when the NTMWD had 
been increasing them by anywhere between 10 to 14 
percent over the same period of time.

“Because we had only been increasing rates by 
2 to 3 percent each year, we have absorbed slightly over  
$4.5 million in the water and wastewater fund as  
a result of not passing that full increase along,” 
Rhoades said.

The recent increases of NTMWD water and sewer 
rates will be used to fund major projects, such as the 
$992 million Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir proj-
ect in Fannin County, according to NTMWD Direc-
tor Tom Kula. 

“In the last 20 years our area has doubled in pop-
ulation, and we are due to double again,” Kula said.  
“Right now we are in the midst of a number of 
projects to make way for that growth. That’s why 

we have seen somewhere around 10 to 11 percent 
increases annually with our water rate.”

Water woes
The contract between the NTMWD and the cities 

requires each member city to pay for the maximum 
amount of water it has used at any point in its his-
tory. The amount of water paid for by the city does not 
waver from that historic maximum whether the area 
has an exceptionally wet or dry year or if a surplus of 
water is left over. 

NTMWD officials said they are required through 
the contract to be able meet the peak water demands 
cities have set in the past.

McKinney pays for 10.1 billion gallons of water 
per year—a historic maximum set in 2007—but used  
8.9 billion gallons in FY 2013-14.

The last time the city came close to reaching its  
historic maximum was in 2013 when the city used  
9.8 billion gallons—despite losing 28 percent of its 
water supply in 2014 because of aging pipes.

The NTMWD does factor in an average loss of  
12 percent to each city, but McKinney is losing more 
than double that amount because of deteriorating 
infrastructure.

“We won’t really know how much it costs until we 
find out how many leaks we have and how bad they 
are,” Muehlenbeck said. “It will be a five- or six-year 
program, though repairs may not take that long. We 
have the funds right now [for repairs]; we budgeted 
around $19 million in the capital improvement fund 
this year. That includes leak detection as well.”

Muehlenbeck said the majority of the leaks occurred 
between the water main and the water meter at resi-
dences. To fix the problem, he said, it would require 
residents to go without water for roughly 25 minutes 
while crews remove the antiquated copper pipes and 
replace them with PVC pipes. 

Water
Continued from | 1

Source: NTMWD/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: NTMWD/Community Impact Newspaper



Denton

Collin

Grayson

Fannin

Hunt

Hopkins

Rains

Van Zandt

Kaufman

Dallas
Rockwall

Future Lower 
Bois d’Arc Reservoir

Lake Texoma

Lavon Lake

East Fork Raw Water 
Supply Project

Future Trinity River Main 
Stem Pump Station

Jim Chapman Lake

Lake 
Tawakoni

NTMWD service area
Major NTMWD projects

Lower Bois d’Arc 
Creek Reservoir

• First major reservoir to be 
constructed in Texas in the past 30 
years

• Cost: $992 million
• Operational date: 2020

Trinity River Main Stem 
Pump Station

• Will maximize water capacity from 50 
million to 90 million gallons daily

• Cost: $99 million
• Operational date: December 2016 Existing pipeline Planned pipeline Current coverage

Funding water
• The NTMWD uses municipal bonds 

to fund projects such as the planned 
Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir.

• The bonds are repaid through the 
wholesale water rate the district 
charges its member cities. 

• Residents and businesses pay for 
water based on rates set by the city, 
which is based on the rate the city 
pays the district. This is how the bonds 
are paid off.
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Payment struggle
Water district officials say the water contract sys-

tem, which many cities call a “take-or-pay” billing 
approach, has benefited cities at different points of 
their development. Growing cities often set new his-
toric maximums or come close to them every year 
and cities that are more built-out and have improved 
infrastructure and conservation measures in place are 
paying for much more water than they are using. 

For many area cities the historic maximums were 
set in the early 2000s when the region first saw a large 
population boom and water conservation was not a 
priority, according to district officials. Today, as water 
conservation becomes a necessity, many of the dis-
trict’s member cities use much less water than they 
have in the past. 

Though the city of McKinney is passing on the full 
district increase for the first time to residents, it is not 
in the same dire position as its neighboring cities.

Although the district does offer some rebates for 
unused water, cities such as Plano and Garland are 
struggling to pay for large quantities of water they do 
not use.

Plano officials said the city pays for 26.7 billion 
gallons of water per year—a historic maximum set in 
2001—but used 17.9 billion gallons from Aug. 1-July 
31. This year, Plano issued revenue bonds to cover 
projects normally funded through its water and sewer 
fund. Since that fund is dwindling, Plano would have 
to increase water and sewer rates by 30 percent to cash 
fund those projects, Plano city officials said.

Garland found itself struggling in July when Fitch 
Ratings downgraded the city’s bond rating from AA+ 
to AA based on its outstanding revenue bonds for 
water and sewer projects. The bonds total approx-
imately $200 million. Reasons for the downgrade 
included “a disadvantageous contract” with the 
NTMWD as well as wholesaler rate pressures and 
increasing debt levels, according to the international 

ratings agency.
Loughmiller said although the city of McKinney 

is in support of the take-or-pay billing approach, he 
does feel a change is in order to address the large role 
conservation has played in recent years. 

“The take-or-pay [system] is a hardship on the 
cities right now, but it’s also a hardship in terms of 
having to pay the bonded indebtedness that was 
required to meet the maximums set by cities histor-
ically,” said Joe Joplin, McKinney’s appointed board 
member and president of the NTMWD board of 
directors. “The conundrum we have is that even if a 
city uses less water, we still have to have the capac-
ity to deliver the maximum amount of water set by 
a city historically, and we still have a debt to pay 
based upon a rate figured by that maximum demand.” 

Regional conservation efforts
Water conservation has been a major topic in recent 

conversations between the district and its member 
cities. District officials say the conservation efforts 
benefit the environment and protect vital resources 
needed for the future. 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

As cities focus on conserving water, less water is 
used by residents. Therefore, less revenue is received 
by the city. Yet the water district requires more fund-
ing to prepare for future growth. 

Joplin said the 13 member cities have put so much 
effort into conservation efforts that the district saw an 
overall 27 percent decrease in water usage last year.

The payment system has allowed the district to bet-
ter plan and fund capital improvement projects by 
having a firm grasp of the amount of funding coming 
in from each city, allowing the district to issue bonds 
for capital improvement projects, Joplin said. The 
program was successful for many years, and several 
projects have been completed because of its success. 

Kula said the current and future growth of the area 
coupled with the drought seen during the past sev-
eral years has kept the district focused on supplying 
additional water. In addition to the Lower Bois d’Arc 
Creek Reservoir in Fannin County, a pump station, 
pipelines and several other projects are planned—all 
of which require funding.

The district has about 1.6 million customers in 
2015—a number that is expected to increase to an 
estimated 3.7 million customers by 2070.

However, the addition of conservation efforts has 
caused concerns from member cities. Other concerns 
voiced by member cities include the option to remove 
their appointed board member. 

The district has been working on protocol to call 
a meeting with the member cities to discuss possi-
ble changes. Any change in the contract, requires  
an agreement between all 13 member cities and  
the district. 

Kula said the protocol should be established this fall 
and a meeting could soon follow.

“The take-or-pay [system] 
is a hardship on the cities 
right now, but it’s also a 
hardship in terms of having 
to pay the bonded indebt-
edness that was required to 
meet the maximums set by 
cities historically.”

—Joe Joplin, NTMWD board president

The city of McKinney lost  

28 percent  
of its water in 2014 due in large part 

to old infrastructure. This year, the city 

has budgeted  

$19 million  
for capital improvements, though does 

not have an estimate of repair costs. Source: NTMWD/Community Impact Newspaper
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does as well—particularly the demand for additional 
sports fields.

Tasked with revamping stalled park projects on her 
third day on the job in October 2014, Parks and Rec-
reation Director Rhoda Savage said she began strate-
gically planning. 

“I took the existing capital improvement [project] 
list the city had, compared it to the parks master plan, 
which included a list of amenities residents said they 
wanted, and married the two,” Savage said. “The goal 
we set was to get the prices down so we could afford to 
actually complete those [park] projects. As construc-
tion costs continued to rise nearly 8 percent a month, 
we altered some plans and started looking at alternate 
ways of funding.”

The search for alternative funding led the parks 
 department and the city to the McKinney Commu-
nity Development Corp.

The MCDC is funded through a half-cent sales 

tax devoted to promoting and preserving quality 
of life in McKinney. The MCDC budget consists of 
roughly $10 million a year that has always in some 
part been devoted to parks and open space improve-
ments, public recreation, and sports and community 
facilities. With the creation of the city’s 10-year capi-
tal improvement plan that coincides with its 10-year 
budget, MCDC has stepped up its contributions 
toward the city’s parks and recreation goals.

The most recent project funded in large part by 
the MCDC is the 80,000-square-foot, $34.5 million 
aquatic and fitness center under construction at Gabe 
Nesbitt Park. The MCDC sold more than $24 million 
in bonds to cover part of the construction, which is 
slated to be complete in December 2016. 

Interim City Manager Tom Muehlenbeck said 
the new funding ties back into one of the least-un-
derstood November city bond propositions—Prop-
osition 7. The city is asking residents to revoke its 
authority to issue $13 million worth of bonds dedi-
cated to the parks system. Since the city has identi-
fied this new source of funding, it no longer needs to 

issue those bonds and 
can now devote $5.5 mil-
lion to the parks system each 
year for the next 10 years, far sur-
passing the $13 million worth of bonds 
approved in 2008.

“We are going to be able to start the long haul of 
[creating] a state-of-the-art park system,” Muehlen-
beck said. “[The funding] is not only devoted to our 
existing parks but to the new parks that will be com-
ing in the future. And the nice thing about it is that we 
are paying cash for improvements and will not have 
to go in to debt to fund it.”

Muehlenbeck called the funding a “simple for-
mula” that both the City Council and MCDC are  
excited about.

Fiscal year 2015-16 will see $5.5 million to be used 
at Gabe Nesbitt Community Park where The Courts, a 
nationally recognized tennis facility, will be expanded 
for roughly $3 million and where additional park-
ing will be added for about $1.5 million. With the 
remaining funds, Savage said efforts are underway to 
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Volleyball area

Restroom 
facilities

Skatepark

D Disc golf course

Tennis court

Parks
Continued from | 1

The city’s budget for the Parks and Recreation Department 
pays for staffing as well as maintenance and operations of 
facilities and other expenditures.

$7.4M $8.6M *

FY 2014-15 FY 2015-16
*Proposed  budget

for the  
next 10 years

$5.5 millionFUNDING FOR PARKS

42 parks in  
McKinneyPARK PART ICULARS

A variety of amenities and activities are offered  
at city parks throughout McKinney.

Projects under construction

$200,000
$120,000

$34.5M

$6M

$2M

Current park  
dedication fund total:

Average cost for 
10-acre park:

Average cost for playground

to

Source: city of McKinney/Community Impact Newspaper

SILK ROAD
Authentic Thai Cuisine

6851 Virginia Parkway, McKinney TX | Located in Adriatica Village | (972) 547-0441 | (972) 547-0436 | www.silkroadthai.com



25

WILMETH RD.

W. UNIVERSITY DR.

LA
KE

 F
O

R
ES

T 
D

R
.

H
A

R
D

IN
 B

LV
D

.

MCKINNEY RANCH PKWY.

RI
D

G
E 

R
D

.

75

380

SRT
TOLL

5

164

VIRGINIA ST.

INDUSTRIAL BLVD.

A
IR

PO
R

T 
D

R
.

BONNIE WENK PARK

DR. GLENN MITCHELL 
MEMORIAL PARK

MURPHY PARK

TOWNE LAKE  
RECREATION AREA

E.L. TINKER TAYLOR 
MEMORIAL PARK

ALEX CLARK AND 
AL RUSCHHAUPT 

SOCCER COMPLEX
D

D

JUANITA MAXFIELD 
AQUATIC CENTER AND 

NORTH PARK

FINCH PARK

OLD SETTLER’S AQUATIC 
CENTER, RECREATION  

CENTER, PARK AND  
MOUZON BALL FIELDS

• Benches •Sculptures
• Fountain

KATHERINE B.  
WINNIFORD PARK

ERWIN PARK

ELDORADO PKWY.

Map not to scale

The city of McKinney has several neighborhood parks 
but this map highlights the city’s community parks. Most 
park amenities are listed. This list is not comprehensive. 
For more information visit www.mckinneytexas.org.

tie together all of the amenities at Gabe Nesbitt Park. 
Plans include adding pavilions, bocce ball courts, 
trails, landscaping and playground equipment.

“We wanted to place any additions to Gabe Nesbitt 
Park in this next [fiscal] year since the contractor is 
already on-site,” Savage said. “By adding another task 
to the existing contractor, it will bring huge savings 
to the city,” Savage said. “We won’t have to send the 
project out for bid, mobilize a construction crew 
[since they are building the aquatic center] or issue 
any bonds.”

The proposal for the expansion is expected to go 
before the parks board sometime in October, followed 
by a presentation to the MCDC and then go on to City 
Council for approval. 

Quality of life
As new residents pour into North Texas, quality of 

life continues to be a top priority for the city.
“The parks system is one of the telling facts of any city,” 

Muehlenbeck said. “We can put concrete all over the 
city much like Dallas did, but imagine the acceptance 
Clyde Warren Park in Dallas has had. People like to get 
in tune with nature, and I believe as our community 
ages, we will have an even better experience with that.” 

Planning for parks
To help alleviate some of the costs associated with 

the high demand for parks and open space, the city 
of McKinney requires a 1-acre parkland dedication 
for every 50 residential units placed in a subdivision. 
However, even with that requirement the city is still 

seeking potential land acquisitions. 
“One of the things we need to do is acquire prop-

erty,” Muehlenbeck said. “We need to do that now 
because the price for land is going to continue to 
increase.”

Muehlenbeck said demand for the limited number 
of sports fields has increased. Several land acquisitions 
are being considered to address the need for more 
fields. Savage said the parks master plan includes new 
parks throughout the city.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

MOST-NEEDED  amenities
The city of McKinney has received several requests 
for additional sports fields. When revamping the 
parks master plan, city officials began looking into 
land acquisitions to address the issue. 

“Right now there is a big demand on some of the 
facilities we have,” Parks and Recreation Director 
Rhoda Savage said. “We have met several times  
with a soccer organization regarding a public-private 
venture to add more soccer fields, but nothing is 
solidified at this time. There were some rumors 
that some of the baseball fields at [a particular 
development] may be going away. If that happens, 
it will place an even greater demand on the fields we 
have now. We need to seriously be looking at where 
the next facility will be that can take us another 10 
years down the line without putting us behind  
for a long time.”

Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite • 2014 W. University Dr.
972-542-2251

NW corner of Highway 380 & 75 (near Chipotle®)

Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite • 2014 W. University Dr.Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite • 2014 W. University Dr.Planet Smoothie/Tasti D-Lite • 2014 W. University Dr.
972-542-2251

NW corner of Highway 380 & 75 (near Chipotle®)NW corner of Highway 380 & 75 (near Chipotle®)NW corner of Highway 380 & 75 (near Chipotle®)

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Taxes not included. Coupon must be 

or exchanged for payment, or if prohibited by law. Valid only at location listed in this ad. 
Expires 11/3/15.

37.0041_®2015 Kahala Franchising, L.L.C. TASTI D-LITE and PLANET SMOOTHIE are registered 
trademarks of Kahala Franchising, L.L.C.

Buy One, Get One

 FREE 
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Price 75069 75070 75071

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

–

REAL ESTATE

SELLERS

BUYERS

Median price of homes sold by ZIP code  Aug. 2014 vs.  Aug. 2015

+7% +4% +4%

FROM THE PROS

Tom May, RE/MAX DFW Associates

“The best advice I can give to sellers right now, in this swift-
moving market, is to have your home professionally cleaned 
and staged, ready for a family to move right in. Even though we 
are in a great seller’s market, the buyers are still particular to 
buying the cleaner, updated, desirable homes available. You 
can demand a higher price if your home is staged well and 
spotless at time of the first showings.”

Laura Morin, RE/MAX DFW Associates

“Looking to buy? In this fast-paced market, the most important 
thing is to be preapproved with a lender. There is no use falling 
in love with a home that will be gone when you are ready. Then 
make a list of your must-haves. There are things that can be 
easily changed like wallpaper and flooring, but location and 
square footage cannot.” 

Market Pulse-October 2015

FEATURED DEVELOPMENT
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Build-out year: N/A

Builders include: Beazer Homes, First 
Homes Texas, Lennar Homes

Number of lots: 576 at build-out

Lot size range: 50 feet

Square footage: 1,620-3,427

Home values: $248,990-$336,990

HOA dues (estimated): $40/month

Amenities: greenbelt, community pool, 
walking trails

Nearby attractions: Stonebriar Mall in Frisco

Schools: Rucker Elementary School, Rogers 
Middle School, Reynolds Middle School, 
Prosper High School 

Property taxes: 2.58 percent

98% 98.9%

$251,000 $259,950

220 263

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Homes under contract

Percent of original price received

August 2015August 2014

521 450

Market Data comparison August new listings

Collin County

McKinney

1,691

315

1,864

338

 2014  vs.   2015

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System (NTREIS)

Prestwyck Phase 1
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Leander

Cedar Park

Georgetown

Round Rock

P�ugerville

Northwest Austin

Central Austin
Westlake

Lake Travis

Southwest Austin

Buda

Kyle

San Marcos

Hutto

Katy

Sugar Land

Missouri City
FriendswoodPearland

Jersey Village

Cypress

Tomball

Magnolia

The Woodlands

Colleyville

Southlake
Grapevine

Frisco

McKinney

Plano

Spring / Klein

Conroe

Montgomery

This month’s featured development is 
Prestwyck Phase 1. The neighborhood 
features a greenbelt, walking trails and is 
near the city’s wester border near both 
Frisco and Prosper. 

Students living in the neighborhood 
attend Rucker Elementary School, 
Rogers Middle School, Reynolds Middle 
School and Prosper High School in 
Prosper ISD.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

75070

Celebrating 
17 Years! 

FREE
Gourmet 
Cookie

$5.00 
OFF
a $25 

arrangement

972-569-8383
2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

cookiesinbloom.com

Limit 1 per family member. 
Must be present to redeem. 

Valid October 5-9, 2015 
McKinney Store Only McKinney Store Only

Celebrating 

2001 Central Circle, #107, McKinney

Limit 1 per family member. 
Must be present to redeem. 

Valid October 5-9, 2015 

Don’t Forget Halloween and Fall Sports!
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


