
communityimpact.com/social

See Transportation | 16

M
ar

th
e 

R
en

ne
ls

/C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Volume 1, Issue 4 | July 2-Aug. 5, 2015MCKINNEY EDITION 

4 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon & more

6 BUSINESS
A Friends Place

7 DINING
Square Burger

11 CALENDAR 
Red, White and BOOM!

Collin College a contributor to business, economic growth

By Marthe Rennels
The city of McKinney is implement-

ing plans outlined within its Town 
Center Study—a planning and design 
process intended to promote the revi-
talization of older sections of McKin-
ney. The latest efforts can be seen in a 
May Texas Department of Transporta-
tion funding request for the overhaul of  

SH 5 and surrounding areas. 
Along with the SH 5 improvements 

are plans for a potential rail station and 
surrounding transit-oriented develop-
ment. The study outlines the potential 
eventual extension of either Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit rail service or another 
commuter rail service to McKinney 

Economic development corp.: Educated workforce top seller when courting corporations, headquarters looking to relocate

Mayor says DART is ‘cost-prohibitive’

By Marthe Rennels
Collin County has seen a large increase of company 

headquarters relocating to the area in the past 10 years.  
Capital One, PepsiCo, J.C. Penney—and soon Toyota 
Motor North America—all call Collin County home 
and are large contributors to the county’s tax base. 
However, when it comes to economic significance 
there is another local contributor few may realize: Col-
lin College.

Growing trend
During the 2014-15 school year, nearly 52,000 stu-

dents were enrolled districtwide at Collin College, 
the only community college in the county. Although 
enrollment has been steadily increasing statewide, 
Steve Johnson, vice president for the Texas Association 
of Community Colleges, said that increase could soon 
become even greater.

“There has been a growing trend of high enrollment 

at the community college level,” he said. “We really saw 
an acceleration of enrollment in the late 2000s when 
the recession period began, and I think it’s driven by 
two factors: workforce training and cost.”

Texoma Area Paratransit System meets current transit needs

Where local lives.

ALL-NEW & COMPLETELY REDESIGNED

VISIT TODAY!

EducationEducation
Focus

Higher
SEE  EDUCATION GUIDE  | 18

Roadblock to dart

In order for McKinney to become a Dallas 
Area Rapid Transit member city, it would 
have to designate 1 percent of its sales 
tax revenue to DART. The city uses that 1 
percent to fund the McKinney Economic 
Development Corp. and the McKinney 
Community Development Corp.

State
City
Economic development
Community development

Total sales tax rate

6.25%

1.00%

.50%

.50%

8.25%

Sales tax rate

Source: city of Mckinney/Community Impact Newspaper



1434 N Central Expy #108,
 McKinney, TX.

(972) 562-4039
www.mikeshealthcollection.com

Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.-4 p.m.

Closed Sunday 

Helping Customers Achieve
Optimum Health Since 1995!

25% OFF
Nordic Naturals
Ultimate Omega

Mike’s Health Collection

Mention this ad for discount
Expires August 15, 2015

WANT TO

PLAY SOCCER?

Fall Season
Registration Dates:

June 1, 2015
thru July 20, 2015

Saturday walk-in Dates: 
July 11th and 18th 10am-3pm

Games Start August 29

2150 S Central Expy., #100
McKinney • 972.569.6808
Located in the Summit Park building

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

For more information or to sign up online, 
visit our website: www.mckinneysoccer.org

Late registration July 21-July 24
Youth Ages 4-19 & Adult Coed Leagues
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LOCATED IN THE HEART 
OF FRISCO, TX

WEDDINGS • CORPORATE • SPECIAL EVENTS
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO TAKE A VIRTUAL TOUR!

NORTHWEST CORNER OF STONEBROOK PKWY AND DNT •  FRISCO, TEXAS 75034  •  (972) 837-8034  •  WWW.VERONAVILLA.COM

 NOW BOOKING! FOLLOW US ON        
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FROM THE EDITOR
I have been the editor 

for the McKinney edition 
of Community Impact 
Newspaper since Febru-
ary, and I am so proud to 
be writing about the city 
of McKinney. My family  
has a rich history in the 
city, including operating 
a pharmacy, Crary Drug, 
on the square in the early 
1900s. The store became 

so popular that my family was able to purchase its 
competitor, Smith Drug, and continued its operations 
until the early 2000s. It gives me a great sense of pride 
to know that I am just as entrenched in the city’s his-
tory as you are. 

As the city continues to update the Town Cen-
ter Study, which forms the framework for future 

development downtown, it is making efforts to pre-
serve downtown’s historic beauty. Officials are keeping 
this in mind as they look into additional public 
transportation and a future potential rail station near 
the historic Flour Mill. In this issue, we examine how 
and when McKinney residents could see that come to 
fruition.

Did you know that when the city meets with busi-
nesses that might relocate or open in McKinney, one 
of the first topics of conversation is access to higher 
education? Employers want an educated workforce and 
this month, through one of our front page stories, we 
learn how Collin College helps supply it.

If you ever have any questions or story ideas, call 
214-618-9032 or email me.
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What do you think about the 
construction of a parking garage  
in downtown McKinney?

 25%                  I am excited; I will have an easier

time parking.

 25%                  I am excited; now I will visit downtown 

more often.

 25%                  Other 

                        16.67%  I am hesitant; I worry that it will 
not blend in with the historic nature of downtown.

            8.33%  I am not excited; I do not think a parking 
garage belongs in downtown.

 Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 06/03/15-06/22/15

Do you use public transportation?

  Yes, I take DART to work.

  No, I carpool.

 Yes, I use TAPS to run errands in McKinney.

  No, I drive myself.

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/mck-poll.



www.thefurniturebuyersclub.com   |   2001 Central Circle #101   |   469.952.6404   |   Open Tuesday through Saturday

We work on less than half the markup of a traditional furniture 
store.  The Furniture Buyers Club offers all styles of furniture, 
from great values to high end lines, so you can furnish all the 
different rooms in your home.

Bring in this coupon to receive  

complimentary curbside home delivery  
in McKinney, on any purchase above $1,500

Online prices at our Mckinney showroom

No fees, no membership, no appointment
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4  Mona Lisa’s Design Market,  
110 N. Tennessee St., opened July 1. The 
home design store features handmade, 
new, antique and upscale home decor 
and gifts from several local vendors. 
918-619-3003.  
www.monalisasdesignmarket.com

5  Sugarbacon Proper Kitchen, 
216 W. Virginia St., Ste. 101, is a 
casual bar and grill that aims to 
bring a sophisticated culinary edge 
to American classics. The business  
opened June 24 and serves local beef 
sourced from Local Yocal as well as 
other local products. 469-952-5150.
 www.sugarbacon.com

Coming Soon 
 
6  Out of Space Self Storage,  

3920 S. Ridge Road, will open in mid-
July. The self-storage business offers 
a secure, state-of-the-art facility with 
nine climate-controlled storage unit 
sizes from which to choose.  
469-387-8884.  
www.outofspaceselfstorage.com 
 
7  Emerald Cottages of Stonebridge, 

2551 Alma Drive, will open Sept. 1. 
The independent living center aims 
to create a campus environment 
in its continuing care retirement 
communities and gives the option for 
assisted-living services in a single- 
family environment. 972-885-8610. 
www.emeraldcottages.com

Relocations 

8  AmeriFirst Financial Inc., now 
located at 204 S. Kentucky St., relocated 
this month from Plano. The mortgage 
lender offers advice; guidance; and 
Federal Housing Administration, 
Department of Veterans Affairs and 
Conventional Loans. 469-277-4462  
www.rspring.amerifirst.us

Now Open 
 
1  The ER at Craig Ranch, 6045  

Alma Road, Ste. 110, opened May 
30. The emergency room unit offers 
episodic emergency care. The ER 
features computed tomagraphy or CT; 
Ultrasound; and X-ray services are 
available 24/7 to diagnose ailments. 
972-549-2040. www.ercraigranch.com

2  STARRY, 4501 Medical Center 
Drive, Ste. 300, opened April 12. 
The counseling center provides 
free individual, family and group 
counseling for families with children 
up to age 17 who are experiencing 
issues such as family conflict, running 
away, truancy or delinquency. It is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
469-617-7476. www.starry.org

3  Stone Lodge Dental, 5323 W. 
University Drive, Ste. 200, opened  
June 22. The dental office specializes in 
simple cleanings, complex treatments 
or cosmetic dentistry, such as dental 
implants and teeth whitening, as well 
as general dentistry including fillings 
and crowns. The offices serves adults 
and children. 469-214-5665. 
www.stonelodgedental.com.
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Historic Downtown McKinney

213 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney
(972) 400-0348

Like us on facebook

MCKINNEY’S LARGEST BIG GREEN EGG DEALER

Popular brands include: Le Creuset, Revol, Wusthof, 
Messermeister, Chef ’n, Cuisinpro, Nambe, USA Pan & more!

Looking for a plumber?

Service with
Integrity

972.801.9798
www.legacyplumbing.net

Residential Repair Specialists
Serving North Texas With Over 20 Years Of Experience

FREE Service Call
$50 Value

First Time Customers Only
Minimum Purchase $100

*Restrictions May Apply

10%
Off

Any One
Repair

First Time Customers Only
Max Discount $100

Not valid with any other offers or prior service

*Restrictions May Apply

2011 
Small Business 
of the Year

2011
Emerging
Business

Not valid with any other offers or prior service
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Compiled by Marthe Rennels
News or questions about McKinney? 

Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

9  Resource Wealth Management, 
LLC, now located at 2150 S. Central 
Expressway, Ste. 200. Resource Wealth 
Management offers financial advice on 
investing, education, retirement, estate 
planning, risk management and wealth 
preservation. 972-424-7744 .  
www.resourcewealth.com 
 
Anniversaries

10  Square Burger, 115 N. Kentucky 
St., celebrated its fifth anniversary 
June 14. The restaurant offers grass-fed 
beef burgers, locally made craft beers 
and other locally sourced American 
fare in a loft-like space in downtown 
McKinney. 972-542-0185.

11  Diggin’ It, 507 N. Tennessee St., 
celebrates its fifth anniversary in 
July. The store sells plants, herbs and 
flowers as well as clothing, garden and 
home decor, and art. The store features 
weekly and monthly gardening classes 
and workshops, drum circles, yoga 
and meditation classes, and craft 
classes. 469-952-3446. 
www.thedigginitshop.com

12  Patina Green Home and Market, 
116 N. Tennessee St., Ste. 102, 
celebrates its fifth anniversary in July. 
The store features a market with fresh 
and local fruits, vegetables and pantry 
goods along with a daily rotating 
lunch menu. The store also features 
apothecary products, such as candles 
and soaps, as well as antique wall  
decor and furniture. This year, the 
store has expanded its menu to offer 
market dinners during the weekend.
Reservations are required and can be 
made online. 972-548-9141. 
www.patinagreenhomeandmarket.com

Closings
 
13  Just Piddlin’, 106 S. Tennessee 
St., closed its storefront on May 31. 
The store featured clothing; decor; 
accessories; and hand-painted  
windows, doors, pillows and signs 
Products are still available online. 
www.justpiddlinboutique.com

14  Heirlooms, 219 E. Louisiana St., 
closed in mid-June. The emporium-
style store sold vintage collectibles, 
knickknacks, antiques, clothing, 
jewelry, candles and chalk-painted 
furniture and decor. It was recently 
under new ownership. 

In the news 
 
15  Sewell Automotive Companies 
purchased 10.5 acres to build an Audi 
dealership at Craig Ranch on the 
northwest corner of SH 121 and Stacy 
Road. The new dealership will be about 
65,000 square feet, which includes a 
separate pre-owned vehicle building, 
and will employ about 100 people.

Sugarbacon chef Jon Thompson aims to bring 
a subtle sophistication to its menu.
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Mona Lisa’s Design Market is located in the 
Historical National Bank building on the square.
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Patina Green Home and Market owners 
Robert and Kaci Lyford and Luann Van Winckel 
celebrate the store’s fifth anniversary in July.
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Owner Tracey Collins celebrates the five year 
anniversary of Diggin’ It.
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Better Hearing Keeps 
You Connected!

• Hearing evaluations for all ages
• Hearing Ad fittings, maintenance & repairs
• Invisible fittings
• Wireless and connectivity solutions
• Evaluation period on all hearing aids
• Custom ear / swim protection

972.838.1300 | www.hearinmckinney.com 4201 | Medical Center Drive, Suite 270

Elizabeth Brassine, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

Locally Owned 
and Operated

Staffed by 3 Licensed Doctors of Audiology
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A Friends Place

Alex and Barb Nameth opened A Friends Place because of personal experience as caregivers.
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A Friends Place
Day center aims to slow memory loss

A Friends Place owners Alex and 
Barb Nameth said they found 
themselves at a crossroads. 

They had been the primary caregivers 
for Alex’s father, who had dementia, 
and were struggling to meet his needs. 
They opted to 
place him in an 
assisted-care 
facility, and 
after his father 
died, Alex said 
he knew his 
work was not 
finished. 

“After his 
passing, my 
wife and I 
decided we 
needed to do 
something for 
people like my 
dad,” he said. 
“I quit my job 
in technology and looked at a lot of 
options for seniors and found that this 
model was one we felt my dad would 

have done well in.”
With that motivation, Alex and 

Barb opened A Friends Place in 
September 2010. A Friends Place is an 
adult day service provider that spe-
cializes in daytime care and programs 

for individuals 
with Alzheimer’s 
disease or other 
memory-loss  
conditions. Its 
services and pro-
grams support the 
efforts of caregiv-
ers who care for 
loved ones  
at home.

A Friends Place 
now serves 30 
members a day 
and has served 
more than 300 
individuals in the 
program.

“The program is designed for the 
members with ancillary benefits to 
the caregivers because they get some 

BUSINESS

3300 Eldorado Parkway, Ste. 500
972-569-9000
www.friendsplaceads.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

respite and time to do whatever 
they would normally do,” Alex said. 
“For us we know, and physicians 
will validate this, [our services are] 
as powerful as any medication out 
there today as far as slowing the 
process of the disease down. Every-
thing we do, from the programs to 
the colors of the carpet and walls to 
the decisions we make, is to slow the 
disease down.”

Programs at the center include 
social activity such as singalongs, 
music, dancing, exercise, games, 
and both men’s and women’s 
reminiscing and discussion groups. 
Community service programs  
and volunteer programs are  
also available. 

A Friends Place also offers 
programs for those newly diag-
nosed with dementia or with slight 
memory difficulty. Those programs 
include mind-strengthening activi-
ties, memory tips and strategies,  
a book club, art appreciation class  
and a Spanish language class.

Support groups are also offered 
and led by Alex and staff registered 
nurse Ginger Bain. 

“We try to support the caregivers 

By Marthe Rennels

A Friends Place opened in September 2010. It 
has served more than 300 members.

The center offers an art program for members 
to create similar works of art as these.

“For us we know, 
and physicians will 
validate this, [our 
services are] as 
powerful as any 
medication out there 
today as far as slow-
ing the process of 
the disease down.”

—Alex Nameth, A Friends Place owner

as much as we can to help them find 
resources,” Bain said. “Many times 
just talking to one another can 
help the situation. They share their 
experiences with one another, and 
the credibility is very high because 
most of the people who work here 
have personal experiences similar to 
the caregivers.”

Funding assistance for veterans 
is available through a partnership 
between A Friends Place and the 
Veterans Administration. Other 
financial aid may be available for 
those who qualify through the local 
Agency on Aging. 
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VISIT OUR NEWLY
REMODELED

SHOWROOM!
FLOORS
WALLS

WINDOWS

Celebrating

35
Years of Style

& Comfort

2306 Virginia Pkwy, McKinney | www.DungansFloors.com | 972-562-9444

• Interior Design
• Remodel
• Custom Showers

(stone & tile)
• Tile Backsplashes

• Area Rugs
• Carpets
• Hardwood Floors
• Custom Draperies
• On-the-Spot Financing

Tues-Fri 8:30am - 5:30pm | Sat 10am - 4pm | Closed Sun & Mon
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By the numbers

600 lbs 120 lbs
of grass-fed 
ground beef 

per week

of ground beef 
delivered on 
both Friday  
and Saturday 

30
beers on tap

5+ rotating chef 
specials

Square Burger
Restaurant aims to enhance classic dish

L ocated on the southwest corner 
of Kentucky and Virginia 
streets in a building built 

in 1929 are two chefs working to 
enhance an American classic—the 
hamburger.

Brandon Horrocks and Craig Brun-
dege opened Square Burger on  
June 14, 2010, with the goal of bring-
ing their experience in fine dining to 
downtown McKinney. 

Horrocks was approached with 
an offer to open a restaurant by two 
patrons he served during his time  
at the former GoodHues Wood  
Fired Grill, now The Pub, located  
just around the corner  
from Square Burger. 

“We would see people come down-
town, walk around the square, hop 
back in their cars and leave because 
there was no place to eat,” Horrocks 
said. “So the idea was to find some-
thing the square needed—a place that 
was casual, with no reservations,  
attractive to a wide demographic  
and affordable.”

Having worked at Wolfgang Puck’s 

restaurant, Spago, and receiving  
inspiration from an “Oprah Win-
frey Show” special featuring the best 
burgers in America, the pair decided 
to open a burger restaurant and began 
toying with their menu. Brundege 
originally wanted to feature a single 
grass-fed beef burger option, but after 
sampling the best beef Dallas had to 
offer, he decided to work only with 
grass-fed beef. 

“I just remember the look on his 
face when he tasted the grass-fed com-
pared to the grain-fed beef,” Horrocks 
said. “He told me, ‘I don’t know what 
we are going to do now, but I don’t 
think I can serve anything else.’”

The dedication to a grass-fed beef 
burger menu soon became a chal-
lenge, Horrock said, since most grass-
fed beef suppliers had a set production 
style and the duo wanted more control 
of what they serve. However, there was 
one local who, at the time, was raising 
his own cattle to sell at the local farm-
ers market. 

“We wanted our beef fresh—not 
frozen—every day. We wanted input 

DINING

By Marthe Rennels

on the cuts and grinding process 
and were even prepared to grind the 
meat ourselves,” Horrock said. “The 
timing was just perfect because Matt 
Hamilton was just getting Local Yocal 
started, and he needed someone to 
consume all of the grinds from the 
prime cuts he was selling.”

Hamilton now supplies all of the 
beef for Square Burger’s burgers. It  
is walked over from Local Yocal  
each day. 

“We get 120 pounds on Friday and 
another 120 pounds on Saturday,” 
Brundege said. “We sell between 500 
[and] 600 pounds of burgers  
per week.”

Although Square Burger is known 
for its burgers, there are other items 
on the menu including chef specials 
such as lamb chops, salmon salad 
and pan-roasted chicken. Popular 
appetizers include sweet potato fries, 
Brundege said. 

“We wanted to provide a great 
product with a great price where peo-
ple could eat frequently,” Brundege 
said. “In addition [we wanted patrons 
to] have a place they could take their 
family where they feel good about 
what they’re feeding them.”

Brandon Horrocks and Craig Brundege opened Square Burger to offer an enhanced casual meal.
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Square Burger has a full bar and several local 
beers on tap. 

The Lamb Burger ($11) has garam marsala, 
tzatziki, lettuce, onion and feta on grilled pita.

Square Burger

115 N. Kentucky St.
972-542-0185
Hours: Mon.-Thur. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.,
Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

11
different 
burgers
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Dr. Neil Dean
Board Certi� ed 

Pediatric Dentist

Dr. Jared Corbridge
Orthodontist

Kids 1st is the 

ONE place you 

need to take 

your children 

for a beautiful, 

healthy smile!

3301 West Eldorado Pkwy, Suite 200
McKinney, TX 75070

(972) 542-7500
www.kids1stdentaltx.com

2014
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Marthe Rennels

C
uster R

d
.

Lake Fo
rest D

r.

W. University Dr.

Eldorado Pkwy.

Virginia Pkwy.

H
ard

in B
lvd

.

C
oit R

d
.

Map not to scale

Bloomdale Rd.

Telephone Rd.

5

380

121

Stacy Rd.

McKinney Ranch Pkwy.

1  Virginia and Louisiana streets, 
US 75 underpass construction
This Texas Department of Transportation 
project will rework the intersection 
located underneath US 75. TxDOT began 
construction at the new Virginia Parkway 
and US 75 intersection June 15. 
Eastbound and westbound traffic has 
been reduced to one lane in each 
direction on Virginia directly underneath 
US 75. Significant delays are expected. 
The last remaining pre-existing bridge 
on US 75 at Virginia was removed in 
June. The roads underneath US 75 were 
re-striped to one lane in each direction 
to allow for the reconstruction at the 
intersection and the construction of 
the southbound main lane bridge. This 
work will continue in different phases 
throughout the summer. Drivers are 
encouraged to seek alternate routes. 
Alternate routes suggested by the city of 
McKinney to cross US 75 include  
US 380, White Avenue, Park View Avenue 
and Eldorado Parkway. Alternate routes 
to travel north or south around the 
construction include Hardin Boulevard 

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at mcknews@communityimpact.com.

G
raves S

t.

White Ave.

Virginia St.

Wilmeth Rd.

1

McKinney

and SH 5. The new intersection is 
expected to be complete by Sept. 30

Timeline: June-September 
Cost: $106.5 million 
Funding sources: regional toll revenue

2  Virginia and Louisiana streets 
traffic calming
The city is making intersection 
improvements along Virginia and 
Louisiana streets between Graves and 
College streets to calm traffic flow along 
Virginia and Louisiana. Improvements 
include pedestrian ramps and crosswalks 
along Virginia and Louisiana at Graves, 
Waddill, Bradley and College streets at 
a total of eight intersections. Pavement 
markings and street signs will also be 
modified.

Timeline: June-September 
Cost: $230,000  
Funding sources: city of McKinney

75

Louisiana St.

College St.

2

Project description Estimated timeline

The FM 546 replacement project will realign the roadway from SH 5 to 
east of Airport Drive. The design is scheduled to be completed this summer. 
Construction is scheduled to begin in the fall, but is contingent on funding. 

Fall 2015-TBD

Other transportation projects

Physicians are members of the medical sta� at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or a�liated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents of those 
medical centers, Baylor Medical Center at McKinney or Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2015 Baylor Scott & White Health. BMCMcK_194_2014  CE  06.15

5252 W. University Dr.
McKinney, TX 75071
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CITY & COUNTY
News from McKinney and Collin County Compiled by Marthe Rennels

Collin College to build new training facility

NTTA toll rates increase to pay for DNT, President George Bush Turnpike construction

City OKs next step for 9-acre development 
COLLIN COLLEGE  McKinney City 
Council approved a request from 
Collin College on June 16 that  
will allow the college to build a new 
public safety training facility on  
city-owned land.

The facility will be located on 25 
acres of land on the east side of  
US 75 near Bloomdale Road and 
Redbud Boulevard. It will feature an 
indoor virtual firearms training cen-
ter; two outdoor fire training struc-
tures, including a burn tower with at 
least four stories; and classrooms and 
other assorted amenities. Construc-
tion on the facility is expected to 
cost roughly $13 million. More than 
$11 million will be funded by Collin 

College, and the city of McKinney 
has committed $2.2 million. The city 
will be responsible for developing the 
roadway infrastructure to the site.

The McKinney Fire Department 
will also benefit from the new  
facility as it receives the first sched-
uling opportunity following Collin 
College. The facility is also open  
to other area agencies.

COLLIN COUNTY  The North Texas 
Tollway Authority toll rates increased 
July 1 from $16.16 cents to $17.06 cents 
per mile for TollTag customers.

ZipCash customers and those who 
do not have a TollTag account will pay 
at least 50 percent more for tolls.  
The increase is part of toll rate sched-
ule for increases every two years that 
was approved in 2009, according to 
the NTTA.

The tolls drivers pay on NTTA 
roads go toward repaying bond money 

used to construct and maintain the 
roadways. Bonds also fund NTTA’s 
safety and service programs. The 
NTTA does not receive tax revenue  
to pay for the maintenance and opera-
tions of its roads.

The NTTA is beginning work this 
year to improve and widen some of 
its toll roads, including the President 
George Bush Turnpike and the Dallas 
North Tollway. Work on the DNT  
will include adding a fourth lane to 
the main lanes of the toll road from 

President George Bush Turnpike in 
Plano to SH 121 in Frisco.

“When surveyed drivers tell us they 
choose to pay for driving NTTA toll 
roads because they find them faster, 
safer and cleaner,” NTTA Chairman 
Kenneth Barr said in a news release. 
“Communities also benefit from the 
economic development that toll roads 
generate, such as the future Toyota 
and Dallas Cowboys headquarters 
near the Dallas North Tollway/Sam 
Rayburn Tollway interchange.”

MCKINNEY  City Council voted 
June 16 to allow Interim City Man-
ager Tom Muehlenbeck to enter in 
negotiations with Columbus Realty 
Partners to develop the city’s 9-acre 
site near downtown.

Columbus Realty Partners is 
responsible for redevelopment of 
Uptown in Dallas as well as Plano’s 
Legacy West development. 

The site will include 50,000 square 
feet of office space; 20,000 square  
feet of retail, restaurant or a similar  
business; 300 residential units; and 
some element of public parking in 
order to adhere to the city’s Town 
Center Study, which sets the tone  
for future development  

within downtown. 
The project was first discussed in 

2013. In February the city issued a 
request for qualifications from teams 
interested in redeveloping the 9-acre 
site, which was once home to a county 
courthouse and annex building.

McKinney City Council
Meetings are scheduled for the first and 
third Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
City Hall, 222 N. Tennessee St.
972-547-7500.
www.mckinneytexas.org

McKinney ISD board  
of trustees
Meetings are scheduled for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
McKinney ISD Administration Building, 
#1 Duvall St. • 469-302-4000 
www.mckinneyisd.net 

Collin County 
Commissioners Court
Meetings are generally held Mondays at  
1:30 p.m. 
Jack Hatchell Administration Building,
2300 Bloomdale Road 
972-548-4100 • www.co.collin.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_mck

TweetingsMeetings

NTTA roads help alleviate traffic congestion in 
the growing North Texas region.
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A&M AgriLife Research to provide the presentation. 
Registration is required. 6:30 p.m. $50 (per rain 
barrel), free (to observe). Fire Station No. 7, 861 S. 
Independence Parkway. 972-547-7335.  
www.mckinneytexas.org/green

17 MPAC Presents: Marc Broussard
The July Downtown Music Series concert 

features Marc Broussard, a singer-songwriter who 
performs rock, funk and blues numbers with a Southern 
flair. He is known for songs such as “Home” and “Must 
Be the Water” and released his most recent album, 
“A Life Worth Living” in 2014. Broussard is scheduled 
to tour this year throughout the world. 8-10 p.m. $35. 
Courtroom Theater, 111 N. Tennessee St. 214-544-4630.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org,  
www.marcbroussard.com

22 Composting class
The city presents a chance for residents to learn 

how to properly compost in their yards and gardens. 
The process helps replenish the nutrients in the soil that 
could otherwise be lost if garden and yard clippings are 
thrown away and helps keep organic waste out of the 
landfill. 6:30 p.m. Free. John & Judy Gay Library,  
9891 W. Eldorado Parkway. 972-547-7335.  
www.mckinneytexas.org/green

24 through 26  
‘The (Almost) Totally True Story of  

Hansel and Gretel’
The McKinney Repertory Young Actors Guild presents 
a different take on the classic fairytale of Hansel and 
Gretel. The action focuses on Streptococcus, a fairy 
godmother who faces a run of bad luck and then tries 
to find a way to prove the brother and sister are not the 
devious troublemakers they are accused of being. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. (Fri.), 2:30-4:30 p.m. (Sat.), and 7:30-9:30 p.m., 
2:30-4:30 p.m. (Sun.). $12 (adults), discounts available 
for seniors, students, and children age 3 and older. 
Courtroom Theater, 111 N. Tennessee St. 214-544-4630.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org

25 Hawaiian Night
Families can come out and enjoy a water slide, 

inflatable bounce houses, limbo games, a sidewalk chalk 
contest as well as a hula hoop contest and more. The 
evening will be decorated with an Hawaiian theme and 
guests are encouraged to wear themed clothing. The 
 city will provide leis to participants. 5:30-8:30 p.m.  
$3 (10 and up), $2 (ages 3-9), free (younger than 3). 
Juanita Maxfield Aquatic Center, 1701 N. McDonald St. 
972-542-9718. www.mckinneytexas.org

through Aug. 2 
Summer Musicals: ‘Mary Poppins’ 
Using a little bit of discipline, a spoonful 

of sugar and a whole lot of magic, a lovable nanny 
reacquaints the Banks family with the things that 
really matter in life. This live production is fun for all 
ages. 7:30 p.m. (Fri. and Sat.) and  
2 p.m. (Sun.). $25 (adults), $20 (seniors), $14 
(youth). Repertory Company Theatre, 650 N. Coit 
Road, Ste. 2320, Richardson. 972-690-5029.  
www.rcttheatre.com

Cadillac Pizza Pub 
112 S. Kentucky St.
972-547-3833 • www.cadillacpizzapub.com
July
9 Zane Williams, 7:30 p.m. 
11 Maylee Thomas Band, 9 p.m.

Hank’s Texas Grill
1310 N. Central Expressway
972-542-5144 • www.hankstexasgrill.com
July
3 Mickey and the Motorcars, 10 p.m.
16 Jeff Hopson, 9 p.m.
31 Robby White, 9 p.m.

July

04 Red, White and Boom!
McKinney residents celebrate the Fourth 

of July by visiting one of the many city-sponsored 
activities available throughout the day. The festivities 
begin with a parade through downtown, and then 
classic car and motorcycle owners can put their 
cars on display that afternoon at the car show. The 
evening’s activities include a concert and fireworks. 
Hollie Cavanagh, who is from McKinney and made 
it to the finals on “American Idol,” performs. Food 
trucks are also featured. 10 a.m. (parade), 1-5 p.m. 
(car show), 7-10:30 p.m. (concert and fireworks). 
Free. Downtown McKinney at Davis and Tennessee 
streets, Craig Ranch Soccer Complex, 6375 Collin 
McKinney Parkway. 972-547-7480. 
www.mckinneytexas.org/rwb

11 through 20  
‘Camelot’ 

Based on the myth of King Arthur, this musical explores 
the beginning of the kingdom of Camelot and the 
creation of the Knights of the Round Table. The play is 
recommended for audience members of all ages. No 
debit or credit cards are accepted. 7:30-10 p.m. (Sat.), 
2-4:30 p.m.(Sun.), $30 (adults), $25 (for groups of 10 
or more), $15 (students with valid ID and children). 
McKinney North High School Auditorium,  
2550 Wilmeth Road. 972-562-2429.  
www.mckinneysummermusicals.com

15 Build a Rain Barrel
McKinney residents can learn how to craft a 

rain barrel to catch and repurpose water. Participants 
can build as many as four barrels, and they can learn 
about the ways the rain barrels can be used to help save 
money and reduce overall water usage.  
The city is partnering with the water team from Texas 

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Abigail Allen

Find more or submit McKinney events at  
communityimpact.com/mck-calendar.

To have McKinney events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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Main Events June 13  Second Saturday, Stores Open Late, Downtown McKinney

June 14  North Texas Pride Festival, Downtown McKinney

HISTORIC Downtown
1

3

5

2

4

6

w

Main Events July 4   Red, White & BOOM! Hometown Parade, Downtown McKinney

July 7   Noon Lions Free Magic Show, MPAC

July 11   Second Saturday, Downtown McKinney

HISTORIC Downtown
1

3

5

2

4

6

213 N. Tennessee St,
McKinney, TX

All Natural  
Premium Meats &  

Local Goods Market

469-952-3838 • LocalYocalFarmToMarket.com

Family owned ~ Humanely raised 
Hormone-Free ~ Locally Sourced  

Premium Wagyu ~ Grass-Fed Beef 
Pastured Pork ~ Free Range Eggs 

Organic Poultry ~Natural Dairy

~

Popular brands include: Le Creuset, Revol, Wusthof, 
Messermeister, Chef ’n, Cuisinpro, Nambe, USA Pan & more!

213 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney, TX 75069
(972) 400-0348 • kitchenwaresonthesquare.com

Historic Downtown 
McKinney

Like us on facebook

A new shop 
each day!

Gifts for every occasion.

Mon – Thurs: 10 am–6 pm 
Fri & Sat: 10 am–8 pm 
Closed Sunday

214.491.4118 • www.540mercantile.com • 221 E Louisiana Street, McKinney TX 75069

218 E. Louisiana St. • McKinney, Tx 75069 • 972.548.2800

Stone Baked Pizzas
Craft Beer
Unique Vibes

McKinney

SAVE 20%-30% OFF Spring
SAVE 40% OFF Clearance

107 East Virginia, McKinney, Texas 75069
Located in Historic Downtown McKinney

972-562-8004
www.cynthiaelliot.com

CYNTHIA ELLIOT BOUTIQUECYNTHIA ELLIOT BOUTIQUE

4th OF JULY SALE4th OF JULY SALE
presents

BARRONS 
ESTATE JEWELERS

Buyers & Sellers

Jewelry • Diamonds • Watches • Coins 

115 E. Virginia St. Ste. 101 • McKinney, TX • On the Square
972-985-9560 • 214-469-5742 • www.barronsestatejewelers.com

Specializing in 
antique and custom 

engagement rings

� ne 
jewelry

 *excluding Rolex watches, 
old currency and coins

20% 
OFF

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com12
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MCKINNEYDowntown

June 27  Classics on the Square, Vintage Car Show, Downtown McKinney

June 27  McKinney Community Band, Patriotic Concert, MPAC
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MCKINNEYDowntown

July 11   Hugs Café Fundraiser, MPAC

July 17   Marc Broussard, MPAC

July 18   Texas Music Revival, MPAC

July 24-26  True Story of Hansel & Gretel, MPAC

July 28       Night Court, MPAC

July 31    ‘Forrest Gump’ Movie Screening, MPAC
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972-542-0429105 E. Virginia St. McKinney, TX
Mon-Sat 10-5 • Sunday 1-5

Vineyard Vines
Southern Point
Southern Marsh

Rowdy Gentleman

Comfy USA - Flax
Naot

Jag Jeans
Jadelynn Brooke

20% Off any regular price item when 
you bring in this coupon! 

Men & Women’s Apparel

204 W. Virginia St. • McKinney • (972) 369-1800
Mon-Wed 4pm-12am, Thu-Fri & Sun11am-12am, Sat 11am-1am

thepubmckinney.com

Celebrating 5 years in
Historic Downtown McKinney

McKinney Mag� ine Best of
2013 and 2014 Venue

Gather in Downtown McKinney

207 E. Virginia • McKinney
972.548.8882 • www.gathermckinney.com

Wedding • Reception • Rehearsal Dinners
Bridal and Baby Showers

Corporate Events • Private Social Events

Sunday Brunch 10 am-2 pm BYOB

MARC
BROUSSARD

Friday, July 17 • 8 p.m.

UPCOMING CONCERTS
Light Crust Doughboys •  August 22

Western swing band

The Hunts •  September 18
Indie-folk band

MARC
BROUSSARD

Friday, July 17 • 8 p.m.

UPCOMING CONCERTS
Light Crust Doughboys •  August 22

Western swing band

The Hunts •  September 18
Indie-folk band

McKinney Performing Arts Center
AT THE HISTORIC COLLIN COUNTY COURTHOUSE

DOWNTOWN MUSIC SERIES

For tickets and info, call 214-544-4630 • www.McKinneyPerformingArtsCenter.org

SUPPORTED BY EMERSON PROCESS MANAGEMENT REGULATOR TECHNOLOGIES

5
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Your Recipe For A Cleaner Kitchen.Your Recipe For A Cleaner Kitchen.Your Recipe For A Cleaner Kitchen.

Let Maid Right check house cleaning off your to do list this 
weekend and spend more time on the things you enjoy.

Same Reliable Owner Cleaning Crews 
Each Visit EnviroShield® Whole Home Disinfecting System 
Hospital Grade Cleaning Products
Color-coded Cloths to Reduce Cross-contamination 
The Strongest Guarantee in the Industry

Unique Maid Right Benefi ts

SCHEDULE 3 CLEANS, GET THE 4TH FREE*

Special Offer: 
Free Clean
*Receive the 4th of four cleans at no charge up to 
$125 value. Not valid on prior services. Not 
redeemable for cash. Applies to new customers only.

Not redeemable for cash. Offer is based on three recurring 
cleanings. Credits applied to each cleaning. Not valid on prior 
purchases. Participating locations only.

www.MaidRightMcKinney.com

Call for a FREE in-Home 
Cleaning Consultation 

469-777-5353

Professional Products - Expert Instructions

Senior and Military Discounts Available

FRISCO
305 W. Main at FM 423 

(behind Valero)
(972) 769-PEST (7378)

PLANO 
2011 W. Spring Creek at Custer 

(behind 7-11)
(7378)(972) 769-PEST

(2847)(469) 952-BUGS

Professional Termite Service for LE$$

PEST & WEED CONTROL

FREE 
FLEA AND TICK

TREATMENT
With purchase of Flea 

and Tick product. 

$10 OFF 
PROFESSIONAL 

CONCENTRATE MOSQUITO 
SPRAY THAT WORKS! 

KILL MOSQUITOS 
AND FLEAS!

FREE 
PROFESSIONAL

PRO PEST GRANULES
Kill and prevent

Buy one, get a second bag free. 
Regular $19.99

The Original - Since 1986

DO-IT-YOURSELF

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
MCKINNEY

1502 W. University at Waddill (behind Sicily’s)

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

TREAT NOW
Prevent dangerous 

backyard bloodsuckers 
all summer!

4900 Preston Rd, Suite 101, Frisco
www.townandcountryroo� ngdfw.com

SAVE UP TO $500
when you mention this ad!

with an order of $5,000 
or more. Must mention 
Community Impact to 

redeem. Call for details.

Call Us Today for a FREE, No Obligation Estimate!
Roo� ng • Windows • Gutters • Painting • Fence Repair and more!

972.377.8188

Recent Storm Damage?
We’ve got you covered top to bottom

Like us on Facebook

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14
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Lee Young
Investigator was first African-American Texas Ranger

A bit of Texas history is located on the west 
side of McKinney, donning a cowboy hat 
and working for companies, lawyers and 

individuals looking for information only a profes-
sional private investigator can find. But that is not 
what makes Lee Young a vital part of Texas his-
tory—his role as the first African-American Texas 
Ranger does.

Young grew up in South 
Texas. During his youth he 
said he attended a segre-
gated school until 
about ninth grade.  
After high school Young 
joined the Navy and 
 served four years as 
 an electrician. When he 
 left the Navy, Young 
attended college, and  
just before his senior year, 
he said he felt a calling he  
could not ignore and  
joined the Department 
of Public Safety.  

In 1988, Young became 
a Texas Ranger and made 
history as the first Afri-
can-American in the oldest 
law enforcement organization in North  
America, according to the Texas Ranger’s  
website. After a successful career with the Texas 
Rangers that included serving Gov. George W. 
Bush, Young retired. 

However, he said, there were some aspects of the 
job he just could not shake—including the desire to 
solve a problem. This desire brought him to his next 
business venture, Lee Young and Associates,  
a private investigation firm in McKinney.

“I retired and was faced one day with what I was 
going to do for the rest of my life, and through the 
urging of a few friends of mine I decided to start my 
own investigating agency,” Young said.  

“This will be my 10th year.”
While most think private investigators follow 

cheating spouses and wear silly disguises, Young 
said the work of a private investigator is so much 
more than that. 

“The work of a PI always varies,” he said. “People 
think we sneak around and try to get information 
on people and follow the cheating spouses around, 

and some do, but I don’t nor-
mally work those. I specialize 
in things like criminal and civil 
investigations, but I also conduct 
background checks, among  
other things.”

Young said anyone could hire 
a private investigator, and  his 
prices vary depending on  
the case. 

He said some cases could take 
several hours, and some could 
take several months or  
even years. 

Young said there are a few 
tricks up his sleeve that he 
learned in his 30 years in  
law enforcement—especially 
regarding questioning subjects  
to garner the information 

needed. During those conversations, Young said it 
is all about the approach, adding that the best PIs  
know they have to make the subject feel comfort-
able. Young said he also uses a technique called 
forensic hypnosis to help individuals unlock  
forgotten information. 

“I have successfully used this technique to solve 
a hit-and-run case,” Young said. “Some individuals 
cannot be hypnotized, no matter who the hypnotist 
is or how skilled. Hypnosis does not work on  
every individual and the participant must be will-
ing to be hypnotized. Even the most skilled cannot 
hypnotize someone who is not willing.”

By Marthe Rennels

“I retired and was 
faced one day with 
what I was going 
to do for the rest of 
my life, and through 
the urging of a few 
friends of mine I 
decided to start my 
own investigating 
agency.”

—Lee Young, Lee Young and Associates 
owner Young became the first African-American Texas Ranger in 1988.

Lee Young has more than 30 years’ experience in law enforce-
ment, which he uses in his role as a private investigator.

Did you know...

Private investigators must be licensed 
and are regulated by the 
state via the Department 
of Public Safety’s private 
security bureau.  

www.work4suddenlink.com

NOW HIRING!

EOE, AA, M/F/Vet/Disability

Join the Suddenlink family.
Feel the Suddenlink difference!

Apply Online Today!

10
33

88
64

Unlimited Earnings 

Potential!

DIRECT SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE

SALARY PLUS COMMISSION 
WITH A POTENTIAL OF $70K+
FULL BENEFITS, GENEROUS 

DISCOUNTS ON SERVICES & MORE
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taps: McKinney’s public transportation system

Map not to scale

Map Key

Stop

Gold Route Railroad
Red Route
Yellow Route
Blue Route

Orange Route
Green Route
Purple Route

Multi-route  
transfer point

DPS 
Office

The Commuter Connect buses riders from McKinney to 
DART’s Parker Road station from 6 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 
• McKinney pickup station: 870 Gateway Blvd. 

Transportation
Continued from | 1

from Plano and Dallas. 
However, the potential rail station may be far in 

the future because of the large financial burden McK-
inney would be required to undertake, Mayor Brian 
Loughmiller said. 

“There is interest in public transportation in McK-
inney,” Loughmiller said. “Most of the discussion has 
centered on internal routes in the city as opposed to 
connections to DART. The interest in transit-oriented 
development continues to be a topic of conversation 
as we look at our Town Center Study and comprehen-
sive plan updates.”

The cost of light rail
With an estimated population projection of more 

than 350,000 people at build-out and only one main 
north-south arterial roadway, the city of McKinney 
will eventually have to invest in furthering its public 
transportation options, according to city officials.

However, bringing in rail such as DART comes 
with a costly price tag, one Loughmiller said the city 
cannot afford.

In order for the city to become a DART member 
city, funding must come from local sales tax, federal 

funds, investment income, financing or revenue from 
rider fares, DART spokesperson Mark Ball said. 

Loughmiller said that although the annual revenue 
member cities receive from DART is about $18 mil-
lion, the cost to implement rail from Plano to McKin-
ney is projected to cost roughly $800 million.

Income created by DART would not offset the cost 
of the rail implementation, he said.

“The entry into DART at this point in time is cost 
prohibitive,” Loughmiller said. “In order to become a 
member of DART, a city is required to commit sales 
tax revenue to DART that currently is allocated to the 
McKinney Economic Development Corp. and McK-
inney Community Development Corp.”

McKinney’s sales tax rate is 8.25 percent. Of that 
amount, 6.25 percent is given to the state, 1 percent 
is given to the city and the remaining 1 percent—
that member cities use to pay for DART services—is 
divided evenly between the MEDC and MCDC. 

The MEDC helps support development, expansion 
and relocation of new and existing McKinney com-
panies, and the MCDC funds support projects such 
as parks and other recreational activities as well as 
affordable housing.

Ball said if DART’s rail service was extended into 
McKinney and Allen, it would increase ridership sub-
stantially, causing additional overcrowding on the 

Red Line route, which runs from Plano to Dallas, and 
could lead to an overhaul of the current rail system. 

He said DART is already pursuing expanding Red 
Line station platforms to operate three-car trains to 
alleviate overcrowding in the future. 

In addition, DART is planning a second downtown 
Dallas alignment to improved operations on the Red 
Line corridor. 

If DART extended rail to McKinney and Allen, Ball 
said the member-city taxes paid would contribute to 
the expansion.

Bus service
The Texoma Area Paratransit System provides 

McKinney’s current public transportation. The ser-
vice has operated in Collin County since 2013 and 
has expanded to include seven fixed bus routes and 77 
stops, TAPS spokesperson Dan Acree said.

Loughmiller said at this time TAPS is a better 

“The entry into DART at 
this point in time is cost-
prohibitive.”

—Brian Loughmiller, McKinney mayor

General public Seniors
One-way $1 Free
All day pass Free

Free
$2

TAPS’ Get-a-Ride on-demand service offers curb-to-curb 
service anywhere in TAPS’ seven-county service area.
• No service on Saturday or Sunday 
• Price depends on destination

Monthly pass $20

One-way $2

$4

$58

Round trip

Monthly Go Pass

Texoma Area Paratransit System, an inter-city bus/ride 
service, is McKinney’s main source of public transportation. 
TAPS offers three different services including a fixed bus 
route, an on-demand ride service and a ride from McKinney 
to Plano’s northernmost DART rail station. 

The intercity bus service operates seven routes from 5 a.m.-10 
p.m. daily, with designated stops and departure times. 

Commuter Connect

Future 
potential  

rail station

Commuter Connect station

Fixed-route fees

Get-a-Ride
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option for McKinney because of funding limitations.
TAPS operates Get-a-Ride, an on-demand, curb-

to-curb, public transportation service for the city of 
McKinney and rural areas of Collin County. TAPS 
also serves as the sole regularly scheduled, fixed-route 
city bus service within the city of McKinney and offers 
Commuter Connect, a service that connects McKin-
ney residents with DART rail lines in Plano.

“Get-a-Ride is popular because it is convenient 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

McKinney’s Town Center Study states that the use of the rail 
line for transit is just a matter of time. Right now, the line is 
only used by a few freight trains a week for local shipments.  

Recognized in the North Central Texas Council of 
Governments Regional Rail Plan, the implementation of a 
comprehensive funding strategy for rail is likely within the 
next few years, according to the Town Center Study.
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and relatively flexible when compared to regularly 
scheduled fixed-route service,” Acree said. “At $2 per 
ride for the general public for a one-way trip in town, 
the fare is very affordable compared to commercial 
transportation. The service is even cheaper at $1 per 
ride for seniors [age 60 and older] and the disabled.”  
Acree said TAPS still has its challenges, including not 
enough vehicles, a bogged-down system and on-time 
performance difficulties.

However, TAPS and the city of McKinney have 
plans to upgrade some bus shelters and add others in 
the next few months, he said.

Regina L. Burns contributed to this article.

DART RAIL
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MCKINNEYDallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) is 
a regional transit agency authorized 
under Chapter 452 of the Texas 
Transportation Code. It was created by 
Texas voters on Aug. 13, 1983, and is 
funded with a 1 percent local sales tax 
from the cities that participate. 

DART’s current service area consists 
of Addison, Carrollton, Cockrell Hill, 
Dallas, Farmers Branch, Garland,  
Glenn Heights, Highland Park, Irving, 
Plano, Richardson, Rowlett and  
University Park. 
 
DART is governed by a 15-member 
board appointed by service area city 
councils based on population. Eight 
members are appointed by the city of 
Dallas and seven are appointed by the 
remaining member cities.

MESQUITE

DALLAS

IRVING

CARROLLTON
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Income created by Collin College in-service  area in 2012-13
Payroll and expenses: $96.8 million
Effect of student spending: $59.1 million
Alumni employed in service area: $372.6 million
Total: $528.5 million
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Johnson said nearly 72 percent of incoming college 
freshmen in Texas are enrolled at a community col-
lege. According to the TACC, 48 percent of all stu-
dents in the state are enrolled at community colleges, 
compared with the 40 percent enrolled at public uni-
versities. The remaining 12 percent is divided among 
technical colleges, private universities and medical  
higher education institutions.

Collin College economic effect
To illustrate the economic effect created by Collin 

College, district officials are working on a study that 
breaks down actual dollars pumped into the local 
economy by the district. So far the college has found 
that during the 2013-14 school year, the college and 
its students added $528.5 million in income to the 
college’s service area of Collin and Rockwall counties 
as well as the city of The Colony. That amount is equal 
to approximately 0.8 percent of the Gross Regional 
Product —the market value of all goods and services 
in the area.

Collin College District President Neil Matkin said 
the effect includes alumni employed in the workforce 
and student spending in the community as well as 
jobs and operations at the college.

“If you consider the impact of alumni working in 
the workforce, that alone contributes $372.6 million 
to the economy every year,” Matkin said. “Businesses 
look for communities with strong educational sys-
tems, and quality higher education makes Collin 
County a hot spot for commerce.”

Those in the education sector are not the only ones 
interested in the economic effect of Collin College—
businesses are also taking a close look at the availabil-
ity of an educated workforce. When Capital One was 
awarded a grant from the Texas Workforce Commis-
sion, it partnered with Collin College to offer training 
for employees in its mortgage services area.

“By helping to build a stronger workforce and giv-
ing local residents a chance to succeed, Collin College 
provides a significant and positive economic impact 
to Collin County and the Dallas-Fort Worth region 
as a whole,” said Meghan Welch, vice president of 
human resources at Capital One Financial Services. 
“The education and technical skill set of our local 
workforce will be a deciding factor in the region’s abil-
ity to reach its potential for continued investment and 
job growth. It will help ensure that local companies 
are able to recruit people who will help them thrive in 
today’s competitive marketplace.”

The McKinney Economic Development Corp. is 
tasked with recruiting businesses, their headquar-
ters and even new industry to relocate to McKinney. 
MEDC representatives have recently traveled to Cali-
fornia, New York and even China to attract new com-
panies to the area, board Chairman Darrel Tate said. 

“Education is very important to these businesses 
looking to relocate to McKinney,” Tate said. “The rep-
resentatives from these companies come to McKinney 

Education
Continued from | 1

“Businesses look for  
communities with strong 
educational systems, and 
quality higher education 
makes Collin County a hot 
spot for commerce.”

— Neil Matkin, Collin College district president

Sources: Collin College, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board/Community Impact Newspaper

Students of Collin College 
contribute in spending at 
local businesses.

$26 million

2,500

35%
A federal grant was 
recently awarded to 
help create new jobs in 
emerging technology

Collin College
by the numbers

52,000
total  
students annually

looking for a number of different things, and one 
major item is whether we have higher education in 
our community.”

Filling the gap
Although community colleges throughout the state 

continue to see high enrollment, Johnson said the 
need for technical colleges is increasing. Institutions 
such as Collin College are working to expand their 
services to bridge that gap, he said.

“We are at the third-highest enrollment in history 
at community colleges statewide,” he said. “I think 
the niche that community colleges fill—as opposed to 
universities—is workforce training. And companies 
locate in and stay in regions where they know they 
will have a skilled workforce.”

When a major manufacturer 
announced it was considering moving 
its headquarters to the county, Matkin 
said he began thinking of ways to help 
accommodate the company’s need for 
an educated workforce. According to 
Matkin, that feeling was mutual.

“[A major manufacturer] has con-
tacted us and said since Collin County 
doesn’t have an automotive training 
program, would [we] like to start one?” 

Matkin said. “We had that meeting [in June], and we 
said, ‘Yes, thank you very much for asking.’”

Tate said local businesses are also looking forward 
to the possible addition of technical schools in McK-
inney, adding that the city needs mechanics, electri-
cians and plumbers. 

“A friend of mine is a car dealer here in McKinney, 
and just about every time I see him he asks where we 
stand on getting a technical school for mechanics,” 
Tate said.

As Collin College looks into expanding its physi-
cal footprint across the southern, eastern and western 
borders of the county, Matkin said the college aims to 
expand its technical courses as well. 

“So when I say we are committed to serving every 
student, I don’t mean in just a transfer capacity but in a 
comprehensive community college capacity,” he said. 
“A lot of those technical skills that we don’t [currently] 
offer are in extraordinarily high demand. Most com-
munity colleges have both the academic and technical 
side that are usually very well-developed and tied to 
industries in the area to meet their needs. We will lis-
ten very closely to see what we will need to provide to 
better serve everyone in the county.” 

jobs created  
by the college

Full-time 
students

million
$20

campuses
7

Part-time  
students

65%

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com



Ben Davis
#filmmaker #collincollegealum
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Collin college-All campuses

2200 W. University Drive, McKinney 
9700 Wade Blvd., Frisco
2800 E. Spring Creek Parkway, Plano 
4800 Preston Park Blvd., Plano
300 Rivercrest Blvd., Allen 
2610 Observation Trail, Rockwall 
972-548-6790
www.collin.edu
Tuition per semester: $470 (in-county), $938 (out-of-
county), $1,658 (out-of-state) 
Fall 2014 enrollment: 51,831 
Admission policy: open admission policy
Student transfer to university rate: 39.1 percent (all 
campuses)

Collin Higher Education Center

3452 Spur 399, McKinney
972-599-3100
www.collin.edu/chec
Tuition per semester: Dependent on institution
Fall 2014 enrollment: 1,505
Admission policy: Dependent on institution
Collin Higher Education Center is a partnership between 
Collin College and the University of North Texas, Texas 
Woman’s University, Texas A&M University-Commerce 
and the University of Texas at Dallas. Students are able 
to take courses for credit toward bachelor, master and 

doctoral degrees.

dallas baptist university-north

2805 N. Dallas Parkway, Ste. 140, Plano 
214-333-5777
www.dbu.edu/north
Tuition per semester: $9,756
Fall 2014 enrollment: 177
Test averages: 472-656 SAT Critical Reading,  
476-648 SAT Math, 18-27 ACT Composite
Graduation rate: 55 percent (all campuses)

Amberton University

Address: 3880 Parkwood Blvd., Frisco
Phone: 972-279-6511
Website: www.amberton.edu
Tuition: $3,000
Enrollment: 1,400 

Graduation rate: 59 percent  
Amberton is a school for working adults. Applicants 
must be at least age 21 and have already completed 
coursework at another accredited university. 

university of texas at dallas

800 W. Campbell Road, Richardson
972-883-2111
www.utdallas.edu
Tuition per semester: $5,432 (in-state), $13,447 (out-of-
state)
Enrollment: 23,095
Test averages: 550-670 SAT Critical Reading, 600-700 
SAT Math, 530-660 SAT Writing, 25-31 ACT Composite, 
26-32 ACT Math, 24-32 ACT English
Graduation rate: 71 percent

This guide represents a selection of not-for-profit institutions 
in the area. It is not meant to be comprehensive.

colleges and universities
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Our listings are selling in hours for top dollar. 
Call the McKinney and Collin County 

real estate experts who bring commitment, 
integrity and value to the table.

What’s Your House Worth Now?What’s Your House Worth Now?What’s Your House Worth Now?
Our listings are selling in hours for top dollar. 

real estate experts who bring commitment, 

What’s Your House Worth Now?What’s Your House Worth Now?

20 Year McKinney Residents

Cheryl O'Hagan, GRI, S.R.E.S. 
469-223-7568 • Cheryl@CherylOHagan.comwww.TeamOHagan.com

Not ready to move now? Subscribe to our blog dennisohagan.com to keep tabs on the market.

Dennis O’Hagan, GRI, I.R.E.S.
214-507-7475 • Dennis@DennisOHagan.com
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Price 75069 75070 75071

$350,000

$325,000

$300,000

$275,000

$250,000

$225,000

$200,000

$175,000

$150,000

–

REAL ESTATE

BUYERS

SELLERS

Median price of homes sold by ZIP code  May 2014 vs.  May 2015

+30% +15% +16%

FROM THE PROS

Christine Hogan, Ebby Halliday Realtors

“In this market, a buyer needs to be proactive and prepared 
by being prequalified by a lender prior to looking at homes. In 
this fast-paced market a pre-qualification letter is necessary in 
order to submit an offer. Hire a Realtor who is knowledgeable 
and experienced in today’s market.” 

Angela Ofiokpa, Keller Williams Realty
“It is a seller’s market. I just sold a home in McKinney that was 
on the market for three days, but I had an offer its first day on 
the market. It sold within eight hours. The first offer came in at 
full price within eight hours.”

Market Pulse-July 2015

FEATURED DEVELOPMENT
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Build-out year: N/A

Builders include: MjBrown Distinctive Homes

Number of lots: 5

Lot size range (acres): 0.5-0.99

Square footage: 5,128+ 

Home values:  $1.2 million

HOA dues (estimated): N/A 

Amenities: clubhouse, guarded entrance, 
tennis courts, golf course, playground, pool, 
private lake, jogging path, park

Schools: Lizzie Nell Cundiff McClure 
Elementary School, Dr. Jack Cockrill Middle 
School, McKinney North High School

Nearby attractions: Adriatica, Stonebridge 
Ranch, Craig Ranch

98.5% 100.3%

$246,500 $287,004

293 282

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Homes under contract

Percent of original price received

May 2015May 2014

481 347

Market Data comparison May new listings

Collin County

McKinney

2,096

370

1,957

315

 2014 vs.  2015

Source: Market Data provided by Steve Haid of Collin County Association of Realtors, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate 
Information System (NTREIS)
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This month’s featured development is 
Altamura Estates. The neighborhood 
features open spaces and is a secluded, 
guarded community located within 
Stonebridge Ranch.  

Students living in the neighborhood 
attend Lizzie Nell Cundiff McClure 
Elementary School, Dr. Jack Cockrill 
Middle School and McKinney North  
High School.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 



Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Celebrate Freedom
with Free Installation!

NOW OPENat Firewheel

The Dobson’s team is with you every step of the way!
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