
Senior resources rise
Additional housing, memory care planned for Cedar Park and Leander
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Texas State to expand Round Rock 

campus after passage of bond bill

By Scott Thomas and Brett Thorne 

After the Texas Legislature passed 

tuition revenue bonds in the 84th leg-

islative session, Texas State University 

is one step closer to moving its health 

professions department entirely to 

Round Rock.
The passage of the bond bill in the 

session, which ended June 1, will pro-

vide the university with $48.6 million 

to go toward construction of a new 

$67.5 million health professions build-

ing in Round Rock and $63 million to 

go toward construction of a new  

$93 million engineering building at 

the San Marcos campus.

Getting the bill passed 

Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 

said the city has been looking to get 

the new health professions building 

funding approved since Texas State first 

acquired the land for the Round Rock 

campus in 2003.

McGraw said the city actively pur-

sued the passage of the tuition revenue 

bonds through the city’s lobbyist as 

well as city leaders meeting legislators.

“[The city’s role is] definitely not a 

passive role,” McGraw said. “We also 

worked with Texas State to assist them 

in getting [the bond bill] done in any 

way we can.”
McGraw said the city also wanted to 

ensure the health professions building 

was included in the bill.

“At one point there was a bill filed 

that did not have the Round Rock 

line item, just the [San Marcos-based 

DEVELOPMENT

engineering building] line item,” he 

said. “A lot of the advocacy related 

Texas State was making sure Round 

Rock was included.”

McGraw said the college of health 

professions will help bolster what he 

calls “destination health care.”

“This will greatly assist in getting 

Round Rock viewed as the place for 

health care needs,” he said.

McGraw said before the recession, 

tuition revenue bonds were passed 

nearly every other legislative session. 

He said the Legislature did not pass 

the bond bill in 2011 because of the 

recession or in 2013 because of legisla-

tive gridlock.
“This one, there was a lot of catch-

ing up to do because it’s been so many 

years since a tuition revenue bond 

bill,” he said.
McGraw said another building will 

need to be funded through another 

tuition revenue bond before the school 

can move its entire health professions 

department to Round Rock.

Building the facilities

On top of the bond bill passing, the 

university also announced June 22 a $5 

million donation from the St. David’s 

Foundation to help fund construction 

of the health professions building.

“At St. David’s Foundation, we 

really like to invest in projects that 

address future health care needs 

facing our community,” St. David’s 

Foundation CEO Earl Maxwell said in 

a statement. “Providing this funding is 

a wise investment for our area’s future, 

as it will support more students who 

are pursuing health care careers. We 

are delighted that Texas State will be 

able to leverage our dollars to bring 

even more support for the project.”

Bill Nance, vice president of finance 

and support services at Texas State, 

said the university system has released 

a request for proposal for architecture 

and engineering firms as well as a 

construction company to handle the 

projects. The proposals will likely be 

brought to the board of regents in May. 

and construction would begin 90 to 180 

days after approval by the board.

Nance said the approved funding in 

the bond bill will not address the total 

cost of constructing both the Round 

Rock and San Marcos buildings, so the 

university will rely on philanthropic 

gifts, such as the donations from the St. 

David’s Foundation, as well as institu-

tional funding.
“Both buildings are going to be 

fully constructed, but because of the 

shortfall in the funding we may have 

to shell out some of the space, where 

the building is built but some of the 

space is essentially constructed but 

not finished out for occupation until 

we have additional funding down the 

road,” Nance said.

According to Texas State, the 

health professions program grew 104 

percent in the past five years. The 

new health professions building will 

include 107,000 square feet and will 

provide space for a 35 percent enroll-

ment increase in health professions 

programs.
According to Texas State, the Round 

Rock campus sits on 101 acres and the 

campus is projected to have a capacity 

of 30 buildings and 15,000 students.

Students at the St. David’s School of Nursing at Texas State University work on practice dummies 

that exhibit realistic symptoms.
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Morton Act heralds change 
after wrongful conviction

WilCo honored 
for legal shift

By Caitlin Perrone
After a jury sent Michael Morton to 

prison for nearly 25 years for a crime he 
did not commit, legislators were flooded 
with calls for legal change. 

In 2013 the Texas Legislature passed 
the Michael Morton Act, named for 
Morton, whose 1987 murder conviction 
was cleared in 2011 because of DNA evi-
dence. During his exoneration process, it 
was discovered the prosecution had not 
turned over all its evidence to Morton’s 
defense team. 

The Morton Act amended a portion 
of the Texas Code of Criminal Proce-
dure and requires prosecutors to provide 
all information relevant to a case to the 
defense attorneys upon request.

In May, Williamson County, where 
Morton was originally convicted, was 
recognized for its actions taken to imple-
ment legal changes to prevent wrongful 
convictions. 

Texas has the most exonerations in the 
U.S. with 206 since 1989, according to 
the National Registry of Exonerations. Of 
those, 46 cases involved official miscon-
duct, or wrongful actions by government 
officials that contributed to a conviction. 

The Morton Act was largely meant 
to curb misconduct by creating a bet-
ter flow of information to both sides in 
Texas courtrooms, said Tiffany Dowling, 

See Legal | 57

By Stephen Burnett
For 40 years Chuck and Elaine 

Schmitz lived in their house in Texas City  
near Galveston.

But as they grew older they said they 
found upkeep of their home growing 
more troublesome and decided to move 
to Cedar Park to be closer to their daugh-
ter, Nancy LaSpina, a teacher in Leander 
ISD. In 2014 the Schmitzes settled into 
their new apartment at Lakeline Oaks, 

a luxury retirement community located 
about 2 miles from their daughter.

“She’s the reason we’re here,” Elaine 
Schmitz said.

The Schmitzes are part of a trend in 
the fastest-growing population segment 
in Central Texas—seniors age 65 and 
older who move to the state, often to be 
nearer to younger family members.

Williamson County’s senior popula-
tion grew from 37,681 residents in 2010 

to 44,991 residents in 2014, a growth 
rate of about 19.4 percent, according to 
the Texas State Data Center. The office 
projects Williamson County will have 
more than 70,000 senior residents by 
2025 and almost 99,000 senior resi-
dents by 2035—which would be more 
than double the county’s current senior 
population.

In response to demand, developers 
See Seniors | 54

STAY INFORMED
Sign up for our email newsletter at communityimpact.com/newsletter

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

Elaine and Chuck Schmitz moved to Cedar Park to be near their daughter. They are part of Central Texas’ fastest-growing population group—senior citizens.
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FOREST OAKS
1023 Cashew
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,596 SQ FT
Listed by Elliott Sanchez
512.785.4044

BLUFFS AT CRYSTAL FALLS
2260 Hilltop Climb Dr
4 BD 3 BA +/-2,446 SQ FT
Listed by Barrett Sandefur
512.925.9100

AVERY RANCH CONDOS
14100 Avery Ranch Blvd
3 BD 3 BA +/-1,942 SQ FT
Listed by Drew Griffin
512.785.9765

BUTTERCUP CREEK
607 Brookside Pass
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,534 SQ FT
Listed by Lawrence Phillips
512.779.7334

AVERY RANCH
10513 Fosseway Dr
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,804 SQ FT
Listed by Bob & Michaela Hachtel

512.699.0786

GEORGETOWN
431 Farris Ranch Rd
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,928 SQ FT
Listed by Shelly Hall
512.577.1026

GRAND MESA AT CRYSTAL FALLS
1505 Lions Lair 
5 BD 5.5 BA +/-5,229 SQ FT
Listed by The Ealy Team
512.699.0866

SUN CITY
113 Wild Horse Way
2 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,445 SQ FT
Listed by Charlotte Aceituno
512.947.0929

®
®

How much is your home worth?
Visit www.RealtyAustinHomeValue.com to get an instant estimate of your 
home’s value based on current listings in your neighborhood.

Realty Austin Citywide Open House - Sunday, September 6, 2015

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
SEPTEMBER 2015

6
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Physicians provide clinical services as members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or affiliated medical centers and do not  
provide clinical services as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System, Scott & White Healthcare or Baylor Scott & White Health. 

Baylor Scott & White Health Primary Care Clinics. 
Sometimes you need primary care. And sometimes you 

need more care. For either, come to the nearest Baylor 

Scott & White clinic. It’s part of our large network of 

physicians, specialists and advanced medicine. So rest 

assured that we can care for all your everyday health 

needs. Or anything else that pops up.

Find a location near you.
bswdocs.com    512.509.0200

512-986-7032
AWARD WINNING BBQ

401 West Whitestone Blvd • Suite C-100 (Next to Panda Express)

Open 
Tuesday 

thru 
Sunday 

from 11am 
‘till sold 

out!

• Premium Black Angus Beef

• Compart Duroc pork

• Shiner Bock HOT link sausage & Big 

Beef Ribs on Saturday & Sunday

• Premium Black Angus Beef
Premium Black Angus Beef

from 11am 
‘till sold 

from 11am 
‘till sold 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What kind of resources do you think Cedar 
Park and Leander need to accommodate 
seniors?

  Take the poll online at communityimpact.com/
lcp-poll.

What is your top priority for the city of 
Leander’s future?

  29.63%                         Additional employers for job opportunities

  29.63%                         Urban-style development that is more  
     walkable and transit-friendly

  18.52%         More places to shop

                             14.81%  Parks, trails and community spaces

               7.41%  Other 

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 7/16/16-7/29/15

In the July issue one of our front-page articles focused on the city 
of Leander’s comprehensive plan and what local residents want to 
see for the city’s future.

FROM THE EDITOR
Like many native Cal-

ifornians, I love convert-
ibles, and for about eight 
years I drove a 1999 Ford 
Mustang. 

I loved my car despite 
the quirks that came 
along with driving an 
older model: The CD 
player could not eject, 
and therefore I heard the 
same music for about a 

year; when it rained, the water trickled down into 
the compartment that held the convertible top and 
therefore sloshed around until the heat dried it up; 
the door panel began to come off and came apart 
when the door was ajar. 

Because my car was admittedly on its last leg when 
I moved to Texas in 2012, it was important to me to 
find a local mechanic who I could trust to take care 

of my beloved ‘Stang, and I have taken my car to the 
same mechanic ever since. 

When the air conditioning died last summer, 
among other problems, I knew it was time for some 
new wheels. I bought a new car in April and plan to 
take it to the same trusted mechanic who took such 
good care of my Mustang. Our Auto Repair Guide 
on Page 47 lists local mechanics in Cedar Park and 
Leander. We hope it can help you find a trusted 
business to take care of your ride. Drive safe; maybe 
I’ll see you on the road, with the now-functioning air 
conditioning blowing through my hair. 

Lyndsey Taylor
EDITOR

ltaylor@communityimpact.com

2015

CertifiedPreowned.com (512) 706-7065
2015 XV Crosstrek 
2.0i Limited CVT

$259mo 1

$1,999 Due at signing
1.49% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015 Forester 2.5i
CVT with Allow Pkg 

$229 mo 2  

$1,999 Due at signing
0.9% APR � nancing available 
WAC for 48 mos

2015.5 S60 T5
Drive-E Premier FWD

$289mo 4 36 mo. lease

 1 - Subaru  Crosstrek- With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $1999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $259, � nal pymt / residual = $14,611. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,567. Stk# Z11958.  2 - Subaru Forester- WWith approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 
mo lease, $1999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $229, � nal pymt / residual = $14,150. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,268. Stk# Z12093. 3 - Volvo S60 T5- No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $289, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and 
application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $1,500 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between August 1, 2015 and August 31, 2015. Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO 
score through Volvo Car Financial Services. 4-Volvo XC60 T5 - No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $389, based on $41,705 MSRP of 2015.5 XC60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $750 Volvo Allowance and $500 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new 
retail delivery from dealer stock between August 1, 2015 and August 31, 2015. Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.

First month's payment plus up to 5 years full coverage, including wear & 
tear. Up to $32,750 in Allowances 

2015.5 XC60 T5
Drive-E FWD Premier

$359mo 4 39 mo. lease
First month’s payment plus up to 5 years full coverage, including wear & 
tear. Up to $2,250 in Allowances 

$4,149 Due at Signing$3,179 Due at Signing
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Now Open

1  Guns Warehouse opened July 7 
in The Railyard at 601 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 712, Cedar Park. The 
business specializes in handguns and 
has more than 200 on display as well 
as approximately 150 rifles. Guns 
Warehouse is a licensed Class III dealer 
and purchases used guns. The business 

is closed Sundays and Mondays and is 
owned by Russ Friesz. 512-986-7330. 
www.mygunswarehouse.com

2  Hair blow-dry bar Vent Blotique 
opened at the 1890 Ranch shopping 
center on July 16. The business, located 
at 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-500, 
Cedar Park, offers hair styling services 
as well as conditioning treatments. Vent 

Blotique is open Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 8 a.m.-9 p.m. and Sun. 
10 a.m.- 6 p.m. 512-986-7317. 
www.ventblotique.com

3  As of press time Aug. 14, a second 
area location of Whitestone Physical 
Therapy was scheduled to host a soft 
opening Aug. 18 at 502 Crystal Falls 
Parkway, Ste. A, Leander. The business 

specializes in treatment of orthopedic 
and neuromuscular conditions and also 
offers assessment programs, including 
fall risk. 512-260-2700.  
www.whitestonept.com

4  Fast-casual restaurant Zaxby’s 
opened its first Cedar Park location July 
13 at 13521 Ronald Reagan Blvd. next 
to Wal-Mart. The Atlanta-based chain 
serves chicken strips, wings, chicken 
sandwiches, salads, onion rings and 
coleslaw. 512-528-9000.  
www.zaxbys.com

5  Fast-casual restaurant Dart Burger 
opened July 27 at 1109 N. Bell Blvd., 
Cedar Park, in the former Long John 
Silver’s franchise location. The menu 
includes burgers made with certified 
Angus beef, fresh-cut fries, chicken 
tenders and at least 10 flavors of shakes. 
Dart Burger also offers drive-thru 
services. 512-528-1006

6  Judy Yoon hosted the grand opening 
for her restaurant, Kai Sushi, on Aug. 1 
at 1805 S. US 183, Ste. 400, Leander. The 
restaurant primarily serves sushi but 
also offers Japanese and Korean foods. 
Appetizers include spicy edamame and 
the avocado bomb, a baked avocado 
stuffed with crab and topped with 
shrimp, masago, spicy mayonnaise and 
sesame seeds. 512-456-0147.  
www.kaisushiatx.com

7  A third location of Patten Law 
Firm opened July 7 in the Avery Ranch 
area at 10526 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 421, 
Austin. The firm has locations in Austin 
and Houston and specializes in title 
insurance. 512-241-1818. 
www.plfpc.com

8  Bourbon Street Candy Co. opened 
in early July in Lakeline Mall, 11200 
Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. J01/02, Austin. 
The store is located by the Dillard’s men’s 
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Join us for wine, cheese &  FREE adult Invisalign consultations on
Wednesday, September 23rd from 5:30 to 8:30 pm

$1000 off Invisalign! Secure your spot today! 

Whitestone Professional Park
1785 Whitestone Blvd., Suite 200 | Cedar Park

www.SmileOnOrtho.com512.337.2325

Get Your SmileOn  
with Dr. Akash ‘Doc Ak’ Pandya  

and his team, The SmileOntourage

BOOK YOUR COMPLIMENTARY SMILE ASSESSMENT TODAY!
Mention this ad and receive $500 off full orthodontic treatment
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section. Bourbon Street sells a variety 
of candy, including nostalgia candy. 
512-250-9110. www.facebook.com/ 
bourbonstreetcandyco 

9  James Jones opened Big Cat BBQ 
at 401 W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. C-100, 
Cedar Park, on Aug. 13. The restaurant 
serves barbecue, including certified 
black Angus beef, brisket, ribs, smoked 
turkey breast and jalapeno cheddar 
sausage. Sides include pinto beans, 
coleslaw, potato salad, and macaroni 
and cheese. 512-986-7032.  
www.facebook.com/bigcatbbq

10  Tex-Mex restaurant chain Lupe 
Tortilla opened an area location at 
4501-B Toll 183A, Cedar Park, on July 
27. The restaurant serves menu items 
including soups, salads, fajitas, carne 
asadas, seafood dishes, grilled meats and 
vegetarian items such as spinach and 
artichoke enchiladas and mushroom 
tacos. 512-582-2210.  
www.lupetortilla.com

Coming Soon

11  A second area location of Cherry 
Creek Catfish Restaurant will open in 
early October at 11840 Old Hwy. 2243, 
Bldg. A, Leander. The new location will 
serve beer and wine and will be about 
6,700 square feet in size. The restaurant 
will be able to seat 200 people and 
will serve items including shrimp and 
crawfish gumbo, grilled or blackened 
catfish, chicken-fried steak and chicken 
and fish tacos. The restaurant has been 
in business for 22 years in South Austin. 
www.cherrycreekcatfish.com

12  A Leander location of Brooklyn 
Heights Pizzeria will open by the end 
of August at 3550 N. Lakeline Blvd., 
Ste. 135. Daily happy hours will be 
offered from 3-7 p.m. 512-456-0468.  
www.brooklynheightspizzeria.com

Relocations

13  In the beginning of June, Village 
Cleaners relocated within Cedar Park 
from 1775 Bagdad Road, Ste A, to 202 
Walton Way, Ste. 113. The business 
provides dry cleaning and laundry 
services. 512-582-9222

14  In July, Cedar Park Overhead Doors 
relocated its interactive showroom 
from 2423 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park, 
to a larger space at 1408 N. Bell Blvd., 
Cedar Park. The business sells overhead 
garage doors, including steel, fiberglass 
and wood doors. The showroom allows 
customers to see how the company’s 
overhead garage doors and garage door 
openers function. Cedar Park Overhead 
Doors has been in business for 30 years. 
512-335-7441.  
www.cpdoors.com

15  A SouthStar Bank will open in the 
fall at 10737 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, 
Leander, to replace the location at 109 
Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 109, Cedar 
Park, which will close when the Leander 
branch opens. Services will include 
personal and commercial banking and 
lending. The company has 14 branches in 
Central Texas. www.southstarbank.com

Anniversaries

16  Cedar Park Optometry, located at 
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 111, Cedar Park, 
celebrated its 15th anniversary in late 
spring. The business offers eye exams, 
glasses and contact lenses and can treat 
eye injuries. Saturday appointments are 
available. 512-260-2100.  
www.cedarparkoptometry.com 

Expansions

17  HALO Austin will begin offering 
its Leadership and Sports Program at 
SoccerZone Lakeline, located at 920 

Old Mill Road, Cedar Park, in the fall. 
Helping Adolescents/Athletes Lead 
Others, or HALO, offers programs in 
sports including kickball, football and 
basketball to teach communication, 
leadership, agility, coordination and 
teamwork skills to children ages 5-12. 
The fall program begins Aug. 24.  
512-963-2774.  
www.haloaustin.com

18  Barrett’s ATA Martial Arts 
expanded into Suite 170 next door in 
August. The business, located at 1335 
E. Whitestone Blvd., Stes. 160 and 170, 
Cedar Park, includes a new training 
floor, an expanded pro-shop, a larger 
lobby, additional seating and adult 
showers. Barrett’s offers classes for 
children, teenagers and adults. 512-786-
2837. www.barrettsata.com

19  Construction is underway on a 
21,000-square-foot expansion of New 
Hope First Baptist Church, which is 
adding an education building as well as 
an extension of its atrium. The expanded 
space will be used for services including 
preschool, day care and Bible study. The 
church is located at 202 W. New Hope 
Drive, Cedar Park. Construction could 
be complete in March 2016, pastor Keith 
Pate said. 512-259-1590.  
www.discovernewhope.com

Name Change

20  In July, Gabriel Azua and Taylor 
Ivie changed the name of Snap 
Fitness, located at 651 N. US 183, Ste. 
370, Leander, to Hero Way Strength 
and Conditioning. The business offers 
private occupational therapy and 
pain-management services and aims 
to provide a community-oriented 
environment for people of all fitness 
experience levels. 512-796-6068.
www.herowaysc.com

Guns Warehouse, located inside The Railyard, 
opened in July and specializes in handguns.
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Japanese restaurant Kai Sushi opened Aug. 1 
at 1805 S. US 183, Ste. 400, Leander.
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Vent Blotique offers hair blowouts and styling 
services at the 1890 Ranch shopping center.
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In July, Cedar Park Overhead Doors relocated 
its interactive showroom to a larger space.
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Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor

News or questions about Cedar Park and Leander? 
Email us at lcpnews@communityimpact.com.
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 Tessera on Lake Travis 
 Lago Vista, TX • $320s 
 (512) 267-3816 

 Travisso 
 Leander, TX • $280s
 (512) 267-4100  

 Hawkes Landing
 Leander, TX • $220s
 (512) 413-5982

 Reagan’s Overlook
 Leander, TX • $560s
 (512) 259-1305  

 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 
 Georgetown, TX • $270s and $300s
 (512) 633-2215 and (512) 260-6200

 Highlands at Mayfield Ranch
 Roundrock, TX • $300s 
 (512) 413-5982 

E X P LO R E  O U R 
N O R T H  AU S T I N 
C O M M U N I T I E S

Lone Star Builder | 5 Star Quality
www.highlandhomes.com
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At Dell Children’s Medical Center, our team works hard to make sure our patients 
receive  expert care—physically and emotionally. We’ve also been known to bring in cakes 
on  kids’ birthdays and dress up as superheroes because it’s a Tuesday. It’s not just about 
 having a good bedside manner. It’s about being leaders in our fi eld who genuinely care.

A member of the                     Family of Hospitals
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Leander Vet Clinic provides services including preventive and emergency care for dogs and cats.

Clinic owner Dr. Samuel Morehead performs dental surgery on a dog named Alfred. The clinic 
offers surgeries including orthopedic, spay and neuter, and other services such as microchipping.

Oliver is one of two cats living at Leander Vet Clinic.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Ly
nd

se
y 

Ta
yl

o
r/

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Leander Veterinary Clinic
Doctor teaches owners how to care for pets

D octor Samuel Morehead, 
owner of Leander Veterinary 
Clinic, said he aims to help 

people make the best decisions possi-
ble for their furry family members.

Morehead opened the clinic in 
February 2013, after practicing in the 
Austin area for about approximately 
10 years. The veterinary hospital 
provides preventive care as well as 
treatment of medical issues.

Morehead said he takes pride in the 
caliber of dentistry his clinic offers as 
well as the personal service staffers 
provide to customers.

“It’s just me and my staff, though we 
do expect to grow some,” Morehead 
said. “One of our assets is that our cli-
ents know who we are, and we know 
who they are.” 

Having a friendly and knowledge-
able staff to provide a seamless expe-
rience for his clients and their pets is 
important to him, he said.

“This is the coolest thing I’ve ever 
done,” he said. “We have the best 

clients, and we get to meet new people 
every day.” 

Morehead said he hopes his busi-
ness will become the predominant 
clinic for all cat and dog owners in 
Leander. He said he aims to provide 
his clients with peace of mind know-
ing they will always have access to 
advice and care for their pets. 

“The trick is to offer a personal level 
of care while still providing the high-
est-quality medicine and care possi-
ble,” he said. “We want our clients and 
their pets to have a good experience.” 

Morehead said Leander is a grow-
ing, dynamic city and is an ideal 
location for him and his family. His 
wife, Emmy, said she enjoys getting to 
know the clients and their pets. 

The Moreheads have three cats, two 
guinea pigs and three dogs of their 
own. 

“Pets are part of the family, too,” he 
said. “Our job is to help people make 
the best choices possible for their pets. 
I love getting to be a part of that.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

Leander Veterinary Clinic

11699 W. Old FM 2243, Ste. 110, Leander
512-260-0400
www.leandervetclinic.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Sat. 7:30 a.m.-noon

By Kirsten Peek

Flea ferocity
This summer has been a battle 
against fleas for many pet owners, 
said Doctor Sam Morehead.

“We spend a lot of time educating 
our patients and helping people deal 
with [treating fleas],” Morehead said. 
“Many people won’t recognize fleas 
for what they are.” 

Morehead speculates that the wet 
conditions have led to a spike in fleas 
this summer. Clients may come to the 
clinic for preventive flea treatment.
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Where Renting A Storage Space is NO PROB LLAMA!

$1 MOVE-IN 
FOR FIRST 

FULL 
MONTH512-401-9000 2501 Dies Ranch Rd. 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-6pm • Sunday 10am-2pm

www.bluellamastorage.com

Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF 
MOVING & PACKING 

SUPPLIES

Old FM 2243
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ARC Locations Near You: ARC Leander, ARC Cedar Park, ARC Cedar Park Medical Plaza,  
ARC Discovery, ARC Anderson Mill & ARC Wilson Parke

ARCappointments.com
Easy Online Access

When you’re sick 
& need to be seen, 

book your ARC 
appointment online.

John W. Branch, MD • 700 East WhitEstonE Blvd, suitE 203 
CEdar Park, tX 78613 • (512) 327-7000

For over 25 years, Texan Eye has been a leading provider of cataract 
surgery, LASIK, and ophthalmology services. It is our honor to 
welcome John W. Branch, MD as a new Texan Eye physician 
specializing in cataract, eyelid surgery, and LASIK.
 
Also joining our practice is Shannon Kerns, OD, available for full 
scope eye exams. Our Texan Eye physicians are proud to serve the 
Austin, Georgetown, Bastrop areas, and now Cedar Park, for all of 
its eye care needs.

Texan Eye is proud to announce our  
new Cedar Park location! 

183
East Whitestone Blvd.

Quest 
Pkwy.

Discovery Blvd.

• EXPERIENCED GENTLE DENTIST  
• MODERN OFFICE
• WE ACCEPT MOST PPO PLANS

Services:

• Dentistry for the whole family
• Dentistry for kids
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Teeth Whitening
• Tooth Colored Fillings
• Porcelain Veneers
• Root Canals
• Dentures
• Dental Implants
• Invisalign- Clear Orthodontic Aligners
• Athletic Mouth Guards
• Extraction, including wisdom teeth
• Crowns and Bridges 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation

Parmer Family 
and Cosmetic Dentistry

New Patient Complete
Exam and Xrays  

$29
Emergencies 

$29

Call or Text: 

(512) 593-2636

Zoom Light Whitening Special 

$299
$500 Value. Expires 9/17/15

Quotes from our patients:

“The quality of care at Parmer Family and 
Cosmetic Dentistry was of the highest 

standards.”

“Wasn’t expecting such great service 
especially on a Saturday morning.”

“Awesome experience, fast, friendly.”

“I was in and out in no time and everyone 
there that day was awesome. Wish this 

business lots of luck and success.”

“ They not only work with you on your 
problem teeth, they also make sure you are 

calm, relaxed & comfortable.”

9900 W Parmer Lane, Austin, TX 78717
www.parmerdentistry.com

Hosted by the City of Jonestown and US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Live music, nature-themed vendors, fun games and activities for all 
ages, and watch the evening return of these beautiful birds to their 

cistern home in  downtown Jonestown.

GUESS THE NUMBER OF SWIFTS AND WIN A PRIZE!
Swift Fest is located at downtown Jonestown  

just minutes northwest of Austin on Hwy. 1431.

www.swiftfest-jonestown.com  or  call 512-339-9432

Saturday, August 29, 2015
5–10 p.m.

Enjoy music by 
The Jitterbug Vipers (5 pm) 

Deann René (6:30 pm) 
The Better Halves (9 pm)
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The Studio Cedar Park
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The Studio Cedar Park
Additional artisan offerings at new location

T he new location for art co-op The 
Studio Cedar Park has allowed the 
business to make room for new 

classes and dedicated evenings for patrons 
to socialize while making art.

The Studio moved to its new location at 
the beginning of August, and with 4,000 
square feet of space, the business is intro-
ducing new classes, such as rhythm and 
movement for preschool-aged children, 
yoga and classes for basic computer use as 
well as 3-D modeling, said Joseph Fiacco, 
founder of The Studio. Instructors not 
only want to teach their students music and 
art, but also life skills, he said.

“There are so many things you can learn 
by doing music and art,” he said. “Through 
the creative process they learn problem-solv-
ing, and it helps them develop strong solu-
tions. But there is also a social aspect; they 
learn how to interact with others.” 

The new space also includes a stage that 
is used for painting classes and events.

“We have an open studio on Friday 
nights with live music,” he said. “You can 
come in and listen to music. All the art 
supplies will be out. You can sit down and 
draw, sculpt, socialize. It’s just a place for 
people to come and hang out.” 

On Thursday nights, costumed live 
models are on stage for artists to paint. 
Models dress up in costumes to resem-
ble dancers, skiers or bodybuilders, for 
example. Soon the business plans to offer 
a combination of instructed and unin-
structed drawing lessons, Fiacco said. 

Suzy Jenkins, mother of students Mat-
thew, 14, and Rachel, 10, have been taking 
art classes at The Studio for six years.

“They love it,” Jenkins said. “I like the 
role model that Mr. Joe [Fiacco] displays 
for the children. I like the instruction and 
the patience he has at the different age 
levels. And I love the paintings that I can 
display in my house. I have most of their 
paintings on my walls.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 403, Cedar Park
512-259-0303 • www.thestudiocedarpark.com
Hours: Mon-Fri. 9 a.m.-8 p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-noon

By Sabine McCalla

Art offerings include
• Drawing
• Painting
• Sculpture
• Ceramics
• Sewing
• Piano
• Guitar
• Sitar
• Violin 
• Rhythm and 

movement 
for 
preschool 
-aged 
children

• Drums
• Voice
• Computer 

classes
• Digital art
• Yoga
• 3-D 

modeling
• Custom 

painting of 
pianos

• Open 
painting

• Music and 
painting

1  The Studio moved to a 4,000-square-foot 
space on Aug. 3 to offer new classes and other 
opportunities for artists.
 
2  The art co-op offers open studio nights on 

Fridays during which artists can listen to music, 
create art and socialize.

 
3  The Studio’s classes include painting, 

drawing, sculpting and ceramics. 

 
4  Founder Joe Fiacco said through the 

creative process of art, people can learn 
problem-solving and social skills. 
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183

Discovery Blvd.
Quest Blvd.

Whitestone Blvd. 1431

© 2015 Ashton Woods Homes. All rights reserved. All trademarks herein, including Ashton Woods, the “AW” logo, and the “AW Ashton Woods” logo, are the property of Ashton Woods Homes and may not be used without express written permission. In an e  ort to continuously improve 
its product, Ashton Woods Homes reserves the right to change plans, specifi cations and pricing without notice in its sole discretion. Square footage is approximate and window, fl oor and ceiling elevations are approximate, subject to change without prior notice or obligation and may 
vary by plan elevation and/or community. Special wall and window treatments, upgraded fl ooring, fi replace surrounds, landscape and other features in and around the model homes are designer suggestions and not included in the sales price. All renderings, color schemes, fl oor plans, 
maps and displays are artists’ conceptions and are not intended to be an actual depiction of the home or its surroundings. Basements are available subject to site conditions. Home site premiums may apply. Please see Sales Representative for additional information. 2013 & 2014 Most 

Trusted Builder in AmericaSM according to Lifestory Research Most Trusted Builder in America Studysm. 8.15

OAKS AT SAN GABRIEL

Amenity center and pool opening soon

Nestled along the San Gabriel River

400 acres of park land and hiking trails

Hwy. 29, halfway between IH-35 
and Hwy. 183

Oaks at San Gabriel
512.688.5100  
 
ashtonwoods.com

GEORGETOWN LIVING.
LIBERTY HILL SCHOOLS.

Oaks at San Gabriel
Homes from the $270s

AUS15_026 AD_ComImpct_9-1837x2-6875_r1.indd   1 8/5/15   2:25 PM
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ROUND ROCK
661 Louis Henna Blvd.
Suite 450
Round Rock, TX 78664

512.969.6625

COMING SOON, ORANGETHEORY FITNESS AVERY RANCH

5

14900 AVERY RANCH BLVD 
SUITE A-100 AUSTIN, TX 78717

512 669-5272

COMING SOON, ORANGETHEORY FITNESS AVERY RANCHNOW OPEN, ORANGE THEORY FITNESS AVERY RANCH

MON.-FRI.

2pm-6pm

www.moutonsbistro.com • 309 N Hwy 183 • Leander, TX  78641
 (512) 260-6300 • Monday-Friday 11am-9pm • Saturday-Sunday 8am-9pm

Voted First Place for Chicken Fried Steak 3 years in a row!

MONDAY Kids eat free
TUESDAY All day happy hour

WEDNESDAY Wine down Wednesdays
HALF PRICED BOTTLES OF WINE!

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 
Brunch from 8am-3pm

LUNCH Every Monday-Friday 11am-2pm
LIVE MUSIC Every Friday-Saturday 7pm-9pm

COME TRY 
OUR NEW MENU!

2
0
1
3

2
0

1
4

2015

Vincent Restivo, M.D.  |  Todd R. Shepler, M.D. 
Peter Wollan, M.D.  |  Mark P. Welding, O.D.

Serving Cedar Park and surrounding areas since 2005

512.528.1144 | www.hillcountryeyecenter.com
12171 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 201 | Cedar Park, TX

Near FM 1431 & Parmer Lane

Board-Certified Ophthalmologists 
Specializing in:

BLADE-FREE LASIK

LASER CATARACT SURGERY

COSMETIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE 
EYELID SURGERY

GLAUCOMA

CALL TODAY AND 
SAVE $1,000 OFF 

YOUR LASIK 
PROCEDURE!

Transform Your Body
Opening this Fall

1525 Cypress Creek Rd, Ste H Cedar Park, TX 78613
cedarpark@purebarre.com 

Pre-Opening Special of 5 weeks
UNLIMITED classes for $99.

This will be available for purchase until midnight the night we open 
(date to be determined).

www.purebarre.com/tx-cedarpark
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Pho What
Chef mixes up cultural 
flavors for eclectic menu

J ohn Nguyen’s love for cooking became the 
catalyst for him in 2013 to quit his job of 13 
years as a construction manager to pursue a 

career in the kitchen.
His construction experience worked to his 

advantage when renovating the space to open his 
Vietnamese restaurant, Pho What, he said, through 
repairing the ceiling and flooring and painting the 
walls orange. 

“I just love cooking,” he said. “I always wanted to 
own a restaurant. I cook all day, every day anyways 
for my kids.”

Pho What serves pho—or a type of Vietnamese 
noodle soup—and other Vietnamese dishes, such 
as grilled pork spring rolls and banh mi, a 10- to 
12-inch sandwich made with grilled chicken or 
pork and vegetables served on French bread, which 
John buys from a local bakery. Many of Pho What’s 
pho dishes are made with beef bone marrow, which 
simmers for 26 to 30 hours before serving.

The BYOB, dine-in restaurant is open for lunch 
and dinner and offers weekly rotating specials, such 
as bun bo hue, which includes ham, beef and beef 
broth as well as thick vermicelli noodles and blood 
cake—a dish John calls a “Vietnamese menudo.” 

One of the more popular dishes, John said, is the 
Cajun pho, which includes crawfish tails, sausage 
and chicken broth. Hanging on edge of the bowl is a 
bright red crawfish for flavor and decor. 

Diner Courtney Mosley stopped at Pho What for 
lunch for the first time in July and ordered pho with 
eye of round steak, lean brisket and beef meatballs. 
She said she enjoyed her dish. A fan of pho, Mosley 
said the flavors in her dish were “cohesive” and said 
she appreciated the quick service. 

Although this is the Nguyens’ first time as culinary 
entrepreneurs, Linda, John’s wife, said she has a great 
deal of experience working in the restaurant industry. 

“It’s been a fun experience,” she said. “You learn 
as you go. … It’s stressful, but it’s all worth it.”

By Lyndsey Taylor

DINING FEATURE

251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 105, 
Cedar Park
512-284-7267
www.phowhat.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.- 
9 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 10:30 a.m.- 
10 p.m., closed Sun.

Pho What

Discovery 
Blvd.

Old Hwy. 
183183

Park St.

John and Linda Nguyen opened Pho What in 2013. John, who is 
the restaurant’s chef, said he always wanted to own an eatery.

Basil, lime, bean sprouts and jalapenos are served with pho, or 
Vietnamese noodle soup, to sprinkle into the dish for added flavor.

Cajun pho ($11.95) started out as a weekly special dish, but because it became so popular among customers, it is now on the regular menu.

B
ell B

lvd.

12710 Research Blvd, Suite 115, Austin, TX 78759 | 512.375.3379 | www.meroconcepts.com

control

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com14



Cedar Park | Leander Edition • August 2015 15

widened from four to six lanes between 
Market Street and CR 175/Sam Bass 
Road. The roadway will also have 
extended turn lanes at Whitestone’s 
intersections with Toro Grande Drive, 
Raley Road and Sam Bass. Updates 
are posted at the city’s website, 
www.cedarparktexas.gov/construction.

Timeline: August 2014-spring 2016 
Cost: $22 million 
Funding sources: city of Cedar Park 
(TxDOT will reimburse 80 percent of 
actual construction costs), 
Williamson County

5   Toll 183A/US 183 intersection 
reconstruction
The Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority is rebuilding the intersection of 
Toll 183A and US 183 in Leander. The 
project is intended to give drivers safer 
turn lane movements and includes 
roadway widening and new sidewalks, as 
well as improvements to traffic signals and 
drainage. Crews have added a tie-in for 
future construction of a new intersecting 
street, Bryson Ridge Trail. Updates about 
the project, including anticipated lane 
closure times and detour maps, are posted 
at www.mobilityauthority.com.

Timeline: November-fall 2015 
Cost: $5.8 million 
Funding sources: Mobility Authority, 
Crescent Communities

6   Anderson Mill Road repaving
On Aug. 13, Cedar Park City Council 
approved a construction bid for a 30-day 
project to repave Anderson Mill Road 
between Whitestone Boulevard and Lime 
Creek Road. On July 9, Assistant City 
Manager Sam Roberts said the repair 
could keep Anderson stable until a future 
project to repair and widen the highway.

Timeline: August-September 
Cost: $339,590 
Funding sources: city of Cedar Park 
2007 bonds

7   Old FM 2243 widening
On Aug. 6, Leander City Council approved 
an interlocal agreement for a project to 
widen Old FM 2243 from two lanes to five 
lanes between US 183 and North Lakeline 
Boulevard. The 18-month project will likely 
include relocations of drainage ditches, 
which will become storm sewers under 
new lanes. City Council members plan to 
approve a construction bid in October.

Timeline: October-spring 2017 
Cost: $24 million 
Funding sources: city of Leander, 
Williamson County ($9.15 million)

the intersection of Cypress Creek Road 
and Lakeline Boulevard. Crews will 
extend dual left-turn lanes on north- and 
southbound Lakeline as well as widen 
left- and right-turn lanes and add new 
right-turn lanes and medians on east- 
and westbound Cypress Creek. The 
project is meant to improve traffic effi-
ciency and will also relocate sidewalks 
and streetlights. Updates are posted on 
www.cedarparktexas.gov/construction.

Timeline: June-January 
Cost: $2.2 million 
Funding sources: city of Cedar Park, 
Williamson County

3   Bagdad Road at Municipal/
Vista Ridge drives
On Aug. 5 the Leander Engineering 
Department activated a new traffic 
signal at Municipal/Vista Ridge drives 
and Bagdad Road. The signal will 
help handle increased traffic after 
Camacho Elementary School opens.

Timeline: January-August 
Cost: $375,000 
Funding sources: city of Leander

4   East Whitestone Boulevard
As of early August, the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
reported about 38 percent completion 
on a project to rebuild the intersection 
of East Whitestone and Parmer Lane/
Ronald Reagan Boulevard into a 
partial continuous-flow intersection. 
Crews are also adding new lanes to 
the north side of Whitestone 
Boulevard and expanding the bridge 
over Brushy Creek. When the project 
is finished, Whitestone will be 

Project description Estimated timeline

Cedar Park City Council is finalizing a list of projects that could be funded by a city 
bond election. Proposed transportation projects include an extension of New Hope 
Drive from Cottonwood Creek Trail to CR 175 estimated to cost $24.9 million 
and a second phase of widening Anderson Mill Road from two to four lanes in 
two segments—between West Whitestone Boulevard and Lime Creek Road and 
between Zeppelin Drive and Cypress Creek Road—for about $8 million. If voters 
approve a bond election in November, road work could start as soon as 2016.

July-TBD

Leander City Council on Aug. 6 approved an agreement with Williamson County 
for a $13 million project to widen Bagdad Road between Old FM 2243 and CR 
280. City Council members plan to approve a construction bid in October.

October-TBD

The Texas Department of Transportation is adding a center turn lane on West 
Whitestone Boulevard for about 1.4 miles between Anderson Mill and Bagdad 
roads. As of early August about 67 percent of the project was listed as complete. 
The TxDOT-funded project will cost about $4.8 million.

April-late summer
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New signal installed

Other transportation projects

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at lcpnews@communityimpact.com.

 
Compiled by Stephen Burnett

SPONSORED BY www.MobilityAuthority.com  |  @CTXmobility |  facebook.com/MobilityAuthorityFOLLOW US ON :
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1   Municipal Drive widening/
extension
Before classes begin in late August at 
the new Camacho Elementary 

School, Leander ISD and the city of 
Leander plan partial completion of a 
project that widens Municipal Drive and 
extends the road between Bagdad Road 
and South West Drive. The project will 
be complete in September. 

Timeline: fall 2014-September 2015 
Cost: $6.9 million 
Funding sources: Leander ISD, city of 
Leander ($2.5 million reimbursement)

2   Cypress Creek Road/Lakeline 
Boulevard intersection turn lanes
On June 18 the city of Cedar Park began 
work on a project to improves turn lanes at 

5

1 
3

7

4

2

Pass-through project

6



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com16



Cedar Park | Leander Edition • August 2015 17

City will add temporary repaving 
to portion of Anderson Mill Road

Lakeline intersection work begins

By Stephen Burnett
Drivers often call the city of Cedar 

Park to report issues on Anderson Mill 
Road, but Assistant City Manager Sam 
Roberts said the city plans temporary 
repairs to Anderson Mill.

“It’s a 40-year-old county road and 
it’s had it,” Roberts said at a July 9 
Cedar Park City Council meeting. 
“[The road is] failing in the worst of 
ways, and it’s basically gotten to where 
it’s actually unsafe.”

The city has previously laid new 
asphalt atop Anderson Mill, but traffic 
quickly removes the asphalt, he said.

In September the city will instead 
dig deeper into the surface and add a 
thicker overlay. The repair will resurface 
Anderson Mill between Whitestone 
Boulevard and Lime Creek Road.

For the project the city budgeted 

about $350,000, an amount drawn from 
the city’s current bond funds. On Aug. 
13 city staffers presented a recom-
mended contractor bid for $339,590.25, 
which City Council approved.

“We really need to do it sooner rather 
than later,” Roberts said July 9.

Roberts said the temporary repaving 
project should begin before the wetter 
winter months and should last until 
the city completes new Anderson Mill 
construction. The city is also planning 
to replace and widen that section of 
Anderson Mill. The project is being 
designed and will also use funds from 
the city’s previous bonds. Roberts said 
work may take one to two years.

A second phase of construction 
would replace and widen a southern 
portion of Anderson Mill, between 
Zeppelin Drive and Cypress Creek 

By Stephen Burnett
The city of Cedar Park is revamp-

ing the intersection of Cypress Creek 
Road and Lakeline Boulevard to better 
accommodate the 50,000 vehicles that 
use the intersection each day.

The project began June 18 and is 
expected to last until January, City 
Engineering Project Manager Garret 
Bonn said July 1.

When the project is finished the 
intersection will have new dual left-
turn lanes on both sides of Cypress 
Creek, extended left-turn lanes 
on both sides of Lakeline and new 
Cypress Creek medians as well as relo-
cated road signs and sidewalks.

The road project will cost about 
$2.95 million and will draw from 
capital improvement project funds 
established in 2013, Bonn said.

During the project the intersection 
will remain open, but drivers will 
need to watch carefully for relocated 
entrances to shopping centers at the 
intersection, he said. The city will also 
post project updates at its website, 
www.cedarparktexas.gov/construction.

“While this project will ultimately 
add more capacity to and increase effi-
ciency at the intersection, drivers may 
want to plan to allow extra travel time 
or avoid using the intersection during 
peak hours,” Bonn said.

TRANSPORTATION

Road. That phase is included on a list 
of transportation projects that could 
receive funding from a November bond 
election. The second phase could cost 
$8.7 million and could begin after new 
bonds are potentially issued in 2016.

Roberts said the September resur-
facing would not last long under the 
pressure of traffic.

“That’s why we call it temporary,” he 
said. “But the new road will be designed 
for truck traffic.”

Anderson 
Mill Rd.

Whitestone 
Blvd.

Zeppelin 
Dr.

Lime 
Creek Rd.

Cypress 
Creek Rd.

1431

Planned for 
temporary 
resurfacing 
in September 
and permanent 
improvement 
(date TBD)

Planned for 
permanent 
improvement 
(date TBD)

City staffers will install a substantial but temporary resurfacing on a portion of Anderson Mill Road 
during September. Additional improvements to the road could begin in 2016.
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The city of Cedar Park hopes to handle increasing traffic at the intersection of Cypress Creek 
Road and Lakeline Boulevard by adding and extending turn lanes from June to January.
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11630 FM 620 N • AUSTIN • 512-258-9888 • WWW.EATNAGOYA.COM

$10 OFF 
your purchase of 

$30 or more
One coupon per table. Dinner 

only. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Dine-in only. 

Expires 9/17/15.

El Salido Pkwy.  Anderson Mill Rd.

620

WE DO CATERING!

HAPPY HOUR 
7 DAYS A WEEK

3PM-6PM

Call today to reserve space 
for your Birthday Celebration



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com18

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES

9:00  a.m.  Holy Communion
10:30  a.m.  Christian Education for all ages
11:30  a.m.  Holy Communion
5 p.m.   Holy Communion — BEGINNING  SEPT. 13

An Episcopal Community That Welcomes All

Children’s Chapel is offered during the 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
service for preschool–3rd grade. Nursery care is available for 
children 3 and under at each service.

St. Julian of Norwich Episcopal Church
7700 Cat Hollow Drive, Suite 204  |  Round Rock, TX 78681
512.284.7983  |  www.stjuliansaustin.org/impact

/StJuliansAustin  | @StJuliansAustin

“I’ve moved from The Hair Station!”

Text or call to book your appointment!

 AmoreSalon
605 North Bell Blvd.            Cedar Park

512-944-5448

$5 off 
any hair cut

$10 off 
any haircut and color    - Rose - 

Schedule your consultation today.

(512) 458-2141
tocaustin.com

1130 COTTONWOOD CREEK BLDG. C SUITE 4 | CEDAR PARK, TEXAS | 78613

THESE SURGEONS NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

EYELID SURGERY BY EYELID SPECIALISTS
We focus on two principles: extraordinary results and uncompromising care.  

TOC Eye and Face offers an unprecedented level of expertise and safety.

Set Your Sights

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply. Rate is for loan terms up to six 
years, 72 monthly payments of $14.71 per $1,000 borrowed. Rate is based on credit approval 
and subject to change. Additional discounts do not apply. Promotion applies to new money 
loans for purchase or competitor refinance only.

Apply online 24/7!

Great New or Used 
Auto Loan Rate

and No Payment for 90 Days

rates as low as

A great rate with great service. 

1.89APR*
%
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By Stephen Burnett
Texas Museum of Science and 

Technology’s temporary loca-
tion at 1220 Toro Grande Drive 
in Cedar Park plans to open a 
50-seat planetarium in September.

In July the museum approved a 
bid for construction of the plan-
etarium dome with eight digital 
projectors and a sound system, 
TxMOST Executive Director Tor-
vald Hessel said. Visitors will be 
able to attend shows that combine 
video presentations and live tours 
of simulated skies, he said.

Admission for the planetarium 
shows will be separate from the 
admission cost to visit the muse-
um’s current featured exhibit, 
“Body Worlds,” which debuted 
with the museum’s March 20 
opening. Hessel said the plane-
tarium attraction and museum 
itself are temporary. Both will help 
promote museum staffers’ goal 
of building a future permanent 
museum that features a larger 
planetarium, he said.

“Body Worlds,” a traveling 
exhibit that features plasticized 
and posed human bodies so 
visitors can see muscles, tissue 
and veins, was originally set to 
leave TxMOST Sept. 20, but the 
museum announced the exhibit 
will stay longer until Nov. 8.

The museum also plans to add 
exhibits through a partnership with 
a nationally known museum whose 
name will be announced at a later 
date. The partnership will bring in 
about 30 exhibits including interac-
tive features that cover about 5,000 
square feet, Hessel said.

The museum drew about 5,900 
visitors in April and more than 
10,000 visitors in May, he said.

“School groups are still going 
on, even though school is out,” 
Hessel said. “People in schools 
[are] discovering that we exist. 
… We had days when there were 
eight school buses up front.”

TxMOST’s growing staff and 
volunteers relocated the muse-
um’s ticket counter, expanded the 
museum’s gift shop and added a 
collection of donated items near 
the entrance. Johnson City artists 
Lee and Matt Casbeer painted 
an exterior mural inspired by the 
“Body Worlds” exhibit, replacing 
a portion of the former indoor 
soccer facility’s previous sports-
themed artwork.

“The theme was the connection 
between art and science,” Lee 
Casbeer said.

The mural includes images of a 
guitar player, Albert Einstein and 
Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings of 
anatomy and machines. Casbeer 

said he hopes the images can help 
capture residents’ attention.

City of Cedar Park leaders 
encouraged the museum to build 
a temporary facility in the city. 
The museum and city staffers 
have also discussed whether the 
future permanent museum will 
be located at another location in 
Cedar Park, Hessel said.

“There’s definitely interest [in 
a Cedar Park location],” he said. 
“An offer has not been made.”

Other city governments have 
also reached out to the museum, 
Hessel said.

“First let’s make sure [this facil-
ity] survives,” he said. “Thankfully 
that’s going very well.”

Cedar Park museum plans to open planetarium
TOURISM
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Admission
Current museum admission includes only the 
“Body Worlds” traveling exhibit—free (children age 5 
and younger), $16 (children ages 6-17), $18 (students, 
military and seniors) and $21 (adults).

TxMOST Executive Director Torvald Hessel said the 
planetarium will have separate admission costs—
$7.50 for adults and likely a smaller cost for children. 
Hessel said he also hopes the museum will eventually 
have a single admission, such as $15 for adult 
visitors, that would cover all museum attractions.

TxMOST Executive Director Torvald Hessel said the facility 
is one step toward a permanent museum in Cedar Park or 
another Central Texas city.

The museum’s newly expanded lobby features items 
donated by TxMOST board members, such as collections of 
minerals and model space shuttles.

The $7.50 adult charge to visit TxMOST’s planetarium will 
be separate from admission to the museum. The current 
exhibit, “Body Worlds,” is expected to be open until Nov 8.

The Texas Museum of Science and Technology plans to open a 50-seat planetarium in September. In June two artists painted a 
mural outside the temporary museum facility, which is located in a former soccer complex at 1220 Toro Grande Drive.

1220 Toro Grande Drive, 
Cedar Park 
512-961-5333 • www.txmost.org 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

CR 272

Toro G
rande D

r.

Ronald 
Reagan 
Blvd.

Whitestone 
Blvd.

1431

Texas Museum of Science 
and Technology
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The kids are back in school and those 
lazy days of summer are over.  No more 
excuses, Moms & Dads:  now is the time to 
focus on yourself and truly get back in shape.

Koko FitClub has exactly what you need to 
lose weight and sculpt a strong, lean body.

Try 30 days of coaching and complete fitness 
at Koko FitClub for just $30. No risk. No 
obligation. Just great results! 

You can change your life – and your body 
-- this fall. Let us prove it to you. Call, click or 
stop in for a visit today.

Yours in good health,
Your Friendly Koko Fit Coaches

YOUR LAST EXCUSE IS 
GETTING ON THE BUS! 

30 
Days 

for $30
No obligation

30 
Days 

for $30
No obligation

30 
Days 

for $30
No obligation

A Digital Gym

A Digital Gym

A Digital Gym

A Digital Gym

To get started with your trial membership, simply call or  

stop by a location below. Live healthy, live the Koko lifestyle. 

Koko FitClub - Cypress Creek 

1420 Cypress Creek Rd. Ste. 700 Cedar Park, TX 78613 

512-713-8150 | tx.cedarpark@kokofitclub.com  

Koko FitClub - Parmer Ln. 

9231 West Parmer Ln. Austin, TX 78717 

512-813-0698 | www.austinkoko.com  

Koko FitClub - Whitestone 

2800 E. Whitestone Blvd. Cedar Park, TX 78613 

512-813-0698 | www.austinkoko.com

“We Koko because fitness 
is a family affair!”    
– debbie & paul baker
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By Kara Nuzback
On June 18, the Round Rock 

ISD board of trustees unanimously 
adopted a $374 million budget for the 
2015-16 school year—including a $12.7 
million increase in revenue from last 
year’s budget.

RRISD’s revenue increase is largely 
because of $9 million in additional 
funding from the state and an increase 
in tax revenue from properties in the 
district, said Randy Staats, the district’s 
chief financial officer. He said district 
property values are expected to go up 
12 percent, which would mean more 
tax revenue for the school district in 
the 2015-16 school year. RRISD will 
see 676 more students in the coming 
school year, Staats said. To account for 
a student body of more than 47,000, the 
district allocated $2 million for new 
teachers and staff, he added.

The budget includes $4.7 million 
in staff pay increases. On May 28 the 
board approved $1,000 raises for hourly 
employees and a 2 percent midpoint 
increase for salaried employees. In addi-
tion, more school resource officers are 
also being added to district high schools 
and middle schools to police campuses.

Staats said district staff renegotiated 
utility contracts for 67 percent of the 
district. At the June 9 budget work-
shop, Staats said the reduction in utility 
expenses is partially offset by increases 
in utility costs to heat and cool addi-
tional portable classrooms.

Freeport Tax Exemption
The board also approved a tax exemp-

tion June 18 meant to facilitate business 

Leander ISD approves attendance rezoning
By Lyndsey Taylor

After several months of discus-
sion and vetting community feed-
back, Leander ISD’s board of trustees 
adopted Scenario R for Tom Glenn High 
School’s attendance rezoning July 16.

The attendance rezoning map dic-
tates which high school students within 
LISD will attend. The board adopted 
the scenario with a 5-1 vote, with Place 
6 trustee Aaron Johnson as the dissent-
ing vote.

LISD has considered several scenar-
ios, including Scenario N, which was 
presented to the community for feed-
back in public meetings in May. LISD 

residents have also provided input 
on the district’s attendance rezoning 
website. 

Administration used public input to 
craft additional scenarios, which the 
board took into consideration during 
its discussion throughout the past 
several months.

Parents from neighborhood code 
2075—which includes the area west of 
Lakeline Boulevard, north of Butter-
cup Creek Boulevard and the west 
side of The Preserve neighborhood—
voiced strong support to administra-
tion for their students to attend Cedar 
Park High School, a request honored 

in Scenario R.
According to Scenario R, children 

who will attend TGHS, which opens in 
2016, include those in neighborhood 
codes such as 3600—the Great Oaks, 
Leander Hills, Round Mountain Estates 
and Sandy Creek neighborhoods—
and 3800, which includes the Apple 
Springs, Hidden Mesa and Honeycomb 
Hills neighborhoods. To view Scenario 
R, visit https://sites.google.com/a/lean-
derisd.org/attendancezoning.

On Aug. 27 the board will host a 
public hearing for the adoption of the 
2015-16 budget as well as the possible 
adoption of the 2015-16 tax rate. 

EDUCATION BRIEFS

By Lyndsey Taylor
Families of students within Leander 

ISD may now purchase tickets for 
the district’s regular season sporting 
events, except for varsity football 
games, LISD announced July 16.

Family passes are $80 and are valid 
for all games except for varsity football, 
playoffs or events hosted outside of 
LISD. Tickets can be purchased online 
or at the athletics department office, 
located at 202 W. South St., Leander. 

Passes will be mailed within seven 
to 10 days after being purchased. A 
processing fee of $2.50 is charged, and 
lost or damaged passes will not be 
re-issued, according to LISD. 

By Leslee Bassman
Concordia University Texas’ new 

softball fields opening is expected 
this fall.

Construction of the stadium began 
in March and was intended to be 
complete before the 2015-16 school 
year, however, heavy rains delayed 
construction, officials said.

“The team will be able to prac-
tice in the fall and compete in the 
spring on the field, which has helped 
tremendously with recruiting,” CEO 
and president Don Christian said.

Previously, the women’s softball 
team practiced at other facilities in  
the area.

“Our new state-of-the-art softball 
field is more than just a field. … It is 
a place where Concordia University 
Texas softball can lay its foundation 
and grow and compete at the highest 
level,” women’s softball Head Coach 
Rachel Reekstin said.

LISD athletics 
tickets on sale

Concordia softball 
stadium to be 
complete this fall

Round Rock ISD adopts $374M budget for 2015-16
To purchase tickets  
or for more information:

• Visit https://tix.extremetix.com/
Online/?siteID=3990

• Stop by LISD’s athletics  
department office at  
202 W. South St., Leander. 

• Call the athletics office at  
512-570-0166.

  

1   Instruction/instructional resources  
and media • $4,800.86

2   Facilities maintenance and operation • $831.39

3   Instructional and school leadership • $606.57

4   Student transportation and extracurricular 
activities • $423.39

5   Curriculum and staff development • $327.36

6   Guidance, counseling, evaluation and  
social work services • $312.05

7   Security, monitoring and data processing 
services • $258.19

8   General administration • $160.55

9  Other • $112.09

10  Health services • $77.82

RRISD spending per student
In the 2015-16 school year, Round Rock ISD intends to spend nearly $8,000 per 
student. The bulk of that amount—more than $4,600—will be spent on instructional 
costs, including teacher payroll and school supplies. About $830 per student will be 
spent on facilities maintenance and operation. Health services cost $78 per student.

1 2

3

4

5
6

7

8910

TOTAL 
$7,910.27

Source: Round Rock ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

growth in Round Rock.
When it takes effect in the 2015-16 

school year, the Freeport Tax exemption 
will apply to companies with inventory 
that is brought into Texas for manu-
facturing and exported out of the state 
within 175 days.

Although the exemption will remove 
an estimated $6 million from the tax 
roll in its first year, the Greater Austin 
and Round Rock chambers of commerce 
helped the school district break even by 
setting up payments in lieu of taxes, or 
PILOTs, with the top 26 manufacturers 
in the district.

The tax exemption is expected to 
draw more businesses to Round Rock 

and keep existing businesses from 
relocating, thereby improving the 
economy in the city, which would ulti-
mately benefit the school district. The 
city of Round Rock and Williamson 
County both exercise the exemption.

Staats said about 40 companies 
in the district manufacture Free-
port goods, including Dell Inc. The 
exemption will likely result in a 
slight increase in residential property 
taxes—about $1 per month, he said. 
The exemption will likely result in a 
slight increase in residential property 
taxes–about $1 per month, according 
to Staats.

The next board meeting is Aug. 20.
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Through October 15th 

50% OFF 
all Landscape Design 
with Purchased Project!

A journey as beautiful as the destination.
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Regional SWAT team formed
POLICE

Some emergency situations in which 
the regional SWAT team may be 
necessary include:

• Hostage 
• Barricaded person 
• High-risk warrant service 
• Search and rescue
• Personal protection of people who have 

specific threats against them

By Lyndsey Taylor 
Police departments in Cedar Park, 

Leander and Georgetown are partner-
ing to form a Central Texas Regional 
SWAT team for certain types of emer-
gencies. 

City councils in Cedar Park and Lean-
der approved the formation of the team 
in early spring and Georgetown City 
Council gave approval July 28. CTRS 
can now be called to a scene if specific 
criteria are met to be called out to a 
scene, Georgetown Police Department 
Lt. Kelly DeVoll said. Because the police 
departments in Cedar Park, Leander 
and Georgetown are smaller, combining 
resources would allow officers to be bet-
ter prepared for emergencies, he said. 

“All three of our agencies have strug-
gled throughout the years in fielding 
some sort of tactical capability,” DeVoll 
said. “We just don’t have the manpower 
[and] … fiscal resources to put all the 
equipment that needs to be out there.” 

The CTRS team can be called upon 
to deal with certain types of emer-
gencies if necessary. The formation of 

CTRS does not initially require addi-
tional funding from any cities, DeVoll 
said, and SWAT operations are paid for 
by the police departments’ budgets for 
tactical operations. 

The selection process for choosing 
tactical operators and commanders for 
the team began last fall, DeVoll said, 
and training as a team began in April. 
Each training session focuses on a 
specific area, such as door breaching, 
firearms use, repelling, first aid and 
medical skills, negotiation tactics, and 
tracking for search and rescue. The 
team is trained to deal with ending sit-
uations peacefully and not unnecessar-
ily using their weapons, DeVoll said. 

“We are not militarizing the police 
forces,” he said. “We are putting very 
skilled, highly trained police officers 
into situations so that they can be 
resolved peacefully.”

Chanse Thomas, a lieutenant with 
the Cedar Park Police Department, 
said the public often misunderstands 
how many officers it takes to handle an 
emergency situation. 

“I think [the public] sees eight guys 
that have all of their gear on, and they 
say, ‘Oh that’s plenty.’ But that’s really 
not reality,” he said. “We had a situation 
at Walnut Creek where there was an 
armed suicidal person who was shoot-
ing at officers, and you found out very 
quickly you don’t have enough people 
on scene to handle that appropriately.”

CTRS has already worked on a few 
incidents including a search-and-res-
cue in Georgetown in which officers 
located a lost woman who has Alzhei-
mer’s disease. 

“All three agencies have seen dra-
matic benefits from the SWAT [part-
nership],” DeVoll said.

Leander Police Department Lt. Der-
ral Partin, who is part of the team, said 
CTRS is a “regional asset” to William-
son and Travis counties.

“It’s better to have a capable and 
proficient SWAT team and never need 
them than to need them and not have 
a team that can respond effectively to 
help any of our cities that need us,” 
Partin said. 

When is a SWAT team 
necessary?

The Central Texas   
Regional SWAT team  

includes:

4
commanders

14 operators

3
tactical medics

7
negotiators

2
planning and 
logistical officers

Lyndsey Taylor/Community Impact Newspaper

Cedar Park, Leander and 
Georgetown combine agencies

23

Numbers subject to change, reflect current staffing

13945 Hwy. 183 North, Austin TX    www.LeatherCreationsFurniture.com
512-428-5899

13945 Hwy. 183 North, Austin TX    www.LeatherCreationsFurniture.com
512-428-5899

AS COMFORTABLE AS YOUR OWN SKIN. LABOR DAY SALE! Our lowest prices of 2015!
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www.DriveASeniorNorthwest.org
Serving seniors in Cedar Park

and Leander since 1986
512-250-5021

rides@driveaseniornorthwest.org

United Way of 
Williamson County

Neighbors Helping Senior Neighbors
Volunteer today and help seniors stay 
independent longer.

Running errands or have time between 
meetings or activities? 

This opportunity is for you!

• Easy online, fl exible scheduling
• Volunteer once a month, once a week 

BE THE KEYS TO INDEPENDENCE

EVERY 
DRIVE 
HELPS!

Now earn 10¢ and 10 PlusPoints every time
you swipe and sign, OR 5¢ and 5 PlusPoints

on all PIN-based transactions!*

aplusfcu.org/cashback  |  800.252.8148

*Restrictions apply. Federally insured by NCUA. Apple PayTM is a trademark of Apple Inc.

10¢ when you sign • 5¢ when you use your PIN

on debit card purchases!*

Paid monthly  •  No limit  •  Works with Apple PayTM

a year of savings with the
member discount club. only $10!

JOIN TODAY AND SAVE 40% 
OFF ANY SERVICE! 

GET YOUR CARD TODAY!
Purchase from one of our attendants.
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Call our Team Today!  
512-583-0700
www.lakelineranchdental.com
10900 Lakeline Mall Dr. #250, Austin
We accept most dental insurances.
Some financing options also available. 

$29 EXAM AND  
DIGITAL X-RAYS.  
($230 Value) *

$59 CLEANING, EXAM & X-RAYS. 
($335 Value) *

UP TO $1,000 OFF INVISALIGN  
ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT.*

* Some restrictions apply. Offers cannot be combined 
with insurance & other discount plans or other 
offers. Offers end 12/31/15.

ZOOM WHITENING 
SPECIAL $199.00 

PER ARCH 

BACK  SCHOOLTO

celebration
CHURCH

BLESSING
AUGUST 22ND & 23RD

You are invited to our Back To School Blessing!
Kick off this school year with a FUN-tastic weekend! Bring a 
friend and enjoy a special time of prayer over all students, 

faculty and school staff. Check out our website for more 
details. We can’t wait to see you and your family! 

Westinghouse Campus
1202 Rabbit Hill Road
Georgetown, TX 78626

Saturday: 5pm

Sunday: 9am, 10:45am, 12:30pm

Anderson Mill Campus
10401 Anderson Mill Road
Austin, TX 78750

Sunday: 9am, 10:45am
En Español: 12:45pm

celebrationchurchtx          celebrationchurchtx.com@txcelebration
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Cedar Park City Council calls 
for November bond election
Residents to vote on $96.7M in funding for 
proposed road, library and other public projects
By Stephen Burnett

On Aug. 13, Cedar Park City 
Council members voted to call for a 
bond election in November—meaning 
voters will decide whether to approve  
bond propositions totaling $96.7 mil-
lion to finance new city projects.

The list of proposed bond-funded 
projects includes a new 50,000-square-
foot location for the Cedar Park Public 
Library on Main Street, road projects 
such as extensions of New Hope Drive 
and construction of a new fire station.

Mayor Matt Powell said city leaders 
want to take advantage of low bond 
interest rates and use bonds to finance 
public projects that residents want. 
Powell said the city is required to 
repay the bonds within 30 years but 
will likely repay them sooner.

“We have very good credit, if you 
will, and it seemed like the timing was 
right” to ask voters to approve new 
bonds, Powell said Aug. 13.

He said the city’s 2008 bonds were 
expected to fund projects for about 
three or four years but instead lasted 
about seven years.

“We’re in a good interest market 
now,” Powell said July 23, adding that 
interest rates could increase later.

Items on the list come from city 
staffers’ combination of two list 
options presented by the Cedar Park 
Bond Advisory Task Force. 

The group of 15 council-appointed 
representatives met during the spring 
and asked residents for feedback about 
which public improvement projects 
they want most.

Committee Chairman 
Cobby Caputo said members 
of the task force made two 
project lists because they 
wanted to give council flexibil-
ity in its final decision.

Caputo said that for exam-
ple, one list included an early 
estimate of $15.3 million 
toward funding for Bell Boule-
vard redevelopment. 

Another list included no 
funding for Bell and left any 
additional funding for the proj-
ect up to the council to decide.

On July 23, Assistant City 
Manager Sam Roberts said staff-
ers’ proposed third list of bond 
projects would include a total of 
$20 million to begin redevelop-
ment of Bell Boulevard. 

Council could approve any of 
the lists and preserve the city’s 
current property tax rate, he said.

“Financial analysis on all the 
options has concluded that any 
of the options can be accommo-
dated within our current tax rate,” 
Roberts said. “[That’s because of] 
the really good economic condi-
tion, our strong credit rating and 
the fact that we’ve been doing some 
really efficient bond refinancing and 
paying down our bond debt.”

The city has not held a bond 
election since 2007, when city voters 
approved a total of $62.07 million in 
bonds, including $36.2 million for 
roads, about $18 million for parks and 
about $7.9 million for public safety.

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT E x p l o r i n g

bond options
After months of discussion, in July the 15-member Cedar Park Bond Advisory 
Task Force drafted two proposed lists of bond projects for Cedar Park City 
Council to consider for a November bond election.

BO
ND

 OPTION 1

BO
ND

 OPTION 1A

$83.9 
million

$44.4 
million

$20.2 
million

$11.9 
million

$7.4 
million

Transportation* Transportation**

Parks and 
recreation

Parks and recreation

Build 
library

Begin building library

Public safety, such 
as Fire Station No. 5 
and police department 
expansion

Public safety

Public safety

1 1A

$89.9 
million $57.9 

million

$15.3 
million

$10.8 
million

* Did not include funding for Bell Boulevard redevelopment, letting the council add the total later.
** Included an early estimate of $15.3 million for a first phase of Bell redevelopment.

$5.9 
million

on Aug. 13, Council members approved a third option that blends the two. BOND OPTION 1B

Option 1B also includes construction 
of a new library and remodeling 
for a city administration building 
that can be used by the fire 
department. The third option 
does not include funding for a 
Brushy Creek Road project and 
includes lower funds for parks 
and recreation projects.

*** Includes $20 million for Bell redevelopment; for more about Bell, see the story on Page 29
Source: city of Cedar Park/Community Impact Newspaper

$63 
million

$20.5 
million

$7.55 
million

$96.7 
million$5.65 

million
On Aug. 13, City 
Council voted to 
call for the bond 
election on Election 
Day, Nov. 3. Transportation***Parks and 

recreation

Build new 
library
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302 S. Bell (Just N. of Buttercup Creek Blvd. Behind Dominos)  •  www.CedarParkEyeCare.com  •  512-249-0808

• Diabetic Eye Exams
• Blade-free Custom iLASIK 

comanagement

• Routine Eye Exams
• Dry Eye treatment & 

management

• New Bifocal Contact lenses
• Eye Infections & Minor Injuries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCES!
Doctors of Optometry

Dennis McCarty, 
OD, FABCO

FM 1431/Whitestone Blvd.S. Bell
Hwy 183

 Brushy Creek Rd.

N

Schedule your appointment online through our website
Services Include
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www.VentBlotique.com  ·  (512) 986-7317

Introductory OfferA New Blow Dry BarA New Blow Dry Bar

N O W  O P E N
1 8 9 0  R A N C H  S H O P P I N G  C E N T E R

Next to Massage Envy
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd, Suite E500

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Dr. Rachel Trueblood is a board certifi ed pediatric dentist 
who has been practicing in the Austin area since 2008. 

She is dedicated to providing compassionate 
and excellent comprehensive dental care 

for children ages 0-18.1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. P-128 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-259-8888 • www.bigtopdental.com

ServicesCHILDREN & INFANT EXAMS
CLEANINGS & FLUORIDE 
TREATMENTS
FILLINGS & CROWNS
PULPOTOMIES 
(BABY ROOT CANALS)

SEDATION AND GENERAL 
ANESTHESIA SERVICES
SPACE MAINTENANCE 
FOR PREMATURE LOSS OF 
TEETH

EXTRACTIONS
INTERCEPTIVE GROWTH 
MODIFICATION TRAUMA 
TREATMENT
ORAL HEALTH EDUCATION 
& HELPFUL TIPS FOR 
CHILDREN & PARENTS

ServicesServicesServicesServicesServicesServices

Free Spin Brush 
SUBJECT TO CHARACTER AVAILABILITY  

$20.00 VALUE FREE • OFFER NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT 

OR PROMOTION. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXPIRES 9-17-15.

CHILDREN & INFANT EXAMSCHILDREN & INFANT EXAMSCHILDREN & INFANT EXAMS

Free Spin BrushFree Spin Brush
$79.00 CHILDREN’S NEW PATIENT VISIT

$306 VALUE• EXAM, BITEWING X-RAYS, CLEANING & FLOURIDE • OFFER NOT VALID WITH 

ANY OTHER FEE PLAN, DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXPIRES 9-17-15.

CHILDREN & INFANT EXAMS
CLEANINGS & FLUORIDE 
TREATMENTS
FILLINGS & CROWNS
PULPOTOMIES 
(BABY ROOT CANALS)(BABY ROOT CANALS)

CHILDREN & INFANT EXAMS

$306 VALUE• EXAM, BITEWING X-RAYS, CLEANING & FLOURIDE • OFFER NOT VALID WITH 

$306 VALUE• EXAM, BITEWING X-RAYS, CLEANING & FLOURIDE • OFFER NOT VALID WITH 

ANY OTHER FEE PLAN, DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXPIRES 9-17-15.

ANY OTHER FEE PLAN, DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXPIRES 9-17-15.

ANY OTHER FEE PLAN, DISCOUNT OR PROMOTION. MUST PRESENT COUPON. EXPIRES 9-17-15.

SIGN UP TODAY!

Stay informed with our weekly email newsletter.

WEEKLY ROUNDUP
• Online-exclusive local news stories with photos & graphics

• Previews of the print editions in mailboxes that week

• Headlines from around the region and state  
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WilCo begins updates to its hazard mitigation plan
PREPAREDNESS

By Caitlin Perrone
For nearly three decades Paul Ohlen-

busch set fires. He said he stopped 
keeping count once he hit No. 60. 

As the Extension Grassland man-
agement specialist for Kansas State 
University, the Sun City resident said 
he studied the movements of grassfires 
throughout his career. Now he and Dan 
Dodson, a retired volunteer fireman 
and emergency services district com-
missioner for Harris County, apply their 
knowledge toward keeping the Sun City 
community safe from flames. 

By training others in fire safety, the 
two have helped their local region qualify 
to be a Firewise Community for the past 
six years. The national program encour-
ages both communities and homeowners 
to reduce the risk of fires by targeting 
and controlling hazards in the area. 

“A lot of what we push is strictly 
maintenance—keep your gutters clean, 
keep space between the house and the 
shrubs, don’t plant the trees that burn 
right next to the house,” Ohlenbusch 
said. “It’s based on a lot of experience 
and research; there’s nothing arbitrary 
about what we do.”

In order to protect your home and property there are a number of preventive 
measures you can take to make your home safer from fires and floods. 

Remove all dead or 
dying vegetation; 
remove leaves and 
pine needles from 
yard, roof, rain 
gutters

Trim tree canopies 
regularly to at least 
10 inches from house 
and other trees

Create a separation 
between low-level 
vegetation and  
tree branches

Relocate woodpiles, 
other combustible 
materials into Zone 2

Cut or mow grass to 
a maximum height of  
4 inches

70’ 30’

Trim tree canopies regularly, 
keep branches a minimum of 10 
feet from other trees

Remove low-level 
vegetation that could allow 
fire to spread from the 
ground to the trees

Sources: Texas Forest Service, International Association of Fire Chiefs and National Fire Protection Association/Community Impact Newspaper

Remove anything 
stored underneath 
decks or porches

First zone extends 30 feet from 
house, deck

Second zone extends 30 to 100 
feet from buildings and structures

Preventing 
disasters

12

Ohlenbusch and Dodson’s efforts are 
what Williamson County officials want 
to encourage as they compile a pre-
paredness survey to help tackle various 
natural disasters in a new plan. 

Gauging preparedness
The county began seeking input on 

whether residents are prepared for disas-
ters through an online survey, which was 
available in June and July. The ques-
tionnaire gauged the level of knowledge 
residents have on their area and will 
identify locations vulnerable to disasters, 
said Jarred Thomas, Williamson County 
emergency management coordinator. 

The questions focused on the pre-
paredness of individual households, 
such as where residents live, what 
hazardous events they have experienced 
and which sources of information they 
use during a disaster, said Mike Turek, 
the county’s deputy director of  
emergency management.

The questionnaire will be incor-
porated in the county’s next hazard 
mitigation plan, which identifies and 
prioritizes specific hazards in William-
son County. The current five-year plan 

covers 2011 to 2015, Thomas said. 
The current plan includes data from 

more than 50 jurisdictions throughout 
the state and data from Cedar Park, Flor-
ence and Hutto. The plan currently being 
completed will only include those same 
jurisdictions in Williamson County.  

The county’s plan pulls information 
from the National Weather Service and 
the Texas Forest Service and evaluates 
current fire conditions, possible wildfire 
fuels and population densities, Thomas 
said. Since the plan identifies specific 
hazards in the community, the infor-
mation could benefit the county when 
officials try to obtain funding to remove 
or mitigate those hazards. 

Because of Williamson County’s 
central location in Texas, the two 
main hazards that face the county are 
wildfires and flooding, Thomas said. 
The plan identifies potential problem 
areas, gauges the readiness level of the 
community and encourages residents to 
remove hazards before it is too late.

Floods
Turek said the area has been affected 

by large-scale hurricanes such as Ike, 

Rita and Katrina, but residents also face 
the possibility of heavy rainfall, such as 
the recent Memorial Day floods. 

“It is few and far between, thank God; 
but when it happens, it happens on a 
pretty big scale,” he said.

According to the 2011 plan, most 
flooding in the county occurs during 
the spring in April, May and June and 
in the fall in October, November and 
December. According to the plan, major 
and flash flooding events could cause 
multiple deaths, shut down facilities for 
30 days or more and cause more than 
50 percent of affected properties to be 
destroyed or have major damage.

During the most recent floods in May, 
Williamson County had $6.7 million in 
damages to roads and bridges, parks, pub-
lic utilities and dams. Flooding damaged 
more than 200 homes and 15 businesses. 

Williamson County’s growth has also 
affected the severity of the floodwaters—
the Census Bureau estimated 489,250 
people lived in the county in 2014. With 
an increase in the number of buildings 
there is not as much ground to absorb 
rainwater, meaning higher chances for it 
to become runoff, Turek said.

Wildfires
Fire risk is measured using the 

Keetch-Byram Drought Index, a mea-
sure of the current weather conditions 
and potential fuels for wildfire. The 
index determines wildfire potential 
using a daily water balance, precipi-
tation and soil moisture, and drought 
conditions and ranges from 0 to 800—
the lesser numbers indicate little to 
no moisture depletion, and the higher 
numbers represent the driest conditions. 

In Williamson County, the average 
KBDI score was listed at 428, which falls 
in the second to last category of sever-
ity. According to the county’s plan, fires 
under these conditions will readily burn 
in all directions, and larger fuels may 
burn or smolder for several days, creating 
possible smoke and control problems. 

Removing identified hazards can 
often have multiple benefits when it 
comes to natural disasters, Dodson said. 

The county hopes to have its new 
hazard mitigation plan completed 
and ready to submit to the state and 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency in January, Thomas said. He 
said he hopes to increase community 
education about natural disasters. 
Thomas said he hopes residents will 
play their part.  

“This is an opportunity to assist 
before the disaster strikes,” he said. 
“This can help us make Williamson 
County more resilient to the effects of 
disasters.”

Design by Cierra Aiken 
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Like/share us on Facebook and sign up for our email to be notified 
when we are having our Grand Opening and giveaways!

Style encore northweSt AuStin

14010 N. Hwy. 183, Ste. 540  |  style-encoreNWAustin.com

Open to buy August 28 th

We are buying your gently used current styles 
of  casual and business clothing, shoes,  

jewelry and handbags. Unlike consignment, 
we pay you cash on the spot for items  

we’d like to purchase.

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, music, 
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.

• Extracurricular activities 
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

Round Rock Montessori School
Established 

1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

in Family Medicinein in in in in in in in in in in in FamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamilyFamily Medicine Medicine Medicine Medicine Medicine Medicine Medicine Medicine Medicine MedicineFamily MedicineFamilyFamily MedicineFamilyFamily MedicineFamily Medicine
901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.drwendymerola.com Accepting new patients

Visit your local McLane Children’s clinic for your 
child’s annual preventive exam. If it’s been more 
than a year since your child’s last visit, schedule 
a check up today with your child’s pediatrician to 
get his or her school physical. 

These quick and easy examinations help ensure 
your child is healthy and physically prepared  
for school. 

Find a clinic near you at swchildrens.org

Or call us at 512-509-KIDS to make an appointment  
or to find a provider near you.

Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. Physicians are employees of Scott & White Clinics, 
an affiliate of Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2015 Baylor Scott & White Health. SWMCLANE_63_2015_KD

IT’S ALMOST  
TIME TO GO BACK 

TO SCHOOL!
Prepare your child for the new school  

year with a preventive check up.
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Early plan revealed for redeveloped 
district on Bell Boulevard
By Stephen Burnett

On July 15, representatives from the 
city of Cedar Park revealed a plan to 
make Bell Boulevard less congested 
and more pedestrian-friendly with 
retail and restaurant options.

The city’s project, deemed Destina-
tion: Bell Boulevard, began in January 
and involved public outreach and 
interviews with landowners, business 
owners and residents.

Redevelopment would occur between 
Park Street and Cypress Creek Road. 
The project could last more than 10 
years and cost $50 million, said con-
sultant Rebecca Leonard with Design 
Workshop, a consultant firm the city 
hired to discuss redevelopment.

Leonard said the plan recommends 
the four-lane highway portion of Bell 
move east to replace Old Highway 183. 
The relocation would free up about 40 
acres to be used for mixed uses such as 
restaurants, retail and residences and 
draw more commerce into the city, 
consultants said, who hope to incen-
tivize private investors to help fund the 
developments.

The plan, as presented, allows 
residents to park and walk to multiple 
places, she said. Existing businesses 
would not be forcibly relocated to con-
form to the plan, which could change 
based on attrition, Leonard said.

If initial funding becomes avail-
able—from sources such as city bonds 
or the city’s Community Development 
Corporation, or 4B board—redevelop-
ment of Bell could start in 2016.

An initial Bell development phase 
would include construction of a new 
route and wider width for Bell just 
west of the railroad. The project would 
prevent traffic delays on the existing 
highway, which would be switched to 
the new lanes after the road is done.

After the road’s relocation, the city 
would begin to promote redevelopment 
on the open land, starting with moving 
power and communications lines 
underground, Leonard said.

The redevelopment plan also calls 
for new side streets and a north-south 
corridor west of Bell that would draw 
traffic from the highway and link the 
new district with the Buttercup Creek 
Natural Area. Additional trails, his-
torical markers and parking near the 
city-owned land could be linked to the 
Brushy Creek Regional Trail, according 
to the redevelopment plan.

COMMUNITY

Residents Amy and Steve Cochran said they support 
redeveloping Bell and adding features such as cycling 
and walking trails, green space and public artwork.

At the July 15 meeting, residents were invited to 
see renderings of potential Bell Boulevard redevel-
opment that could include a variety of mixed uses.

BELL BOULEVARD: 
before and after

BEFORE

AFTER

On July 15 staffers with the city of Cedar Park and city-hired consultants revealed 
a development plan for proposed redevelopment on Bell Boulevard. The project 
could begin by moving part of the highway to make a new destination district.

BRUSHY CREEK RD.

RAILROAD

183

The city’s plan would make 
multimillion-dollar redevelopments 
to Bell over at least 10 years.

Source: city of Cedar Park/Community Impact Newspaper

A RELOCATED BELL BOULEVARD 
could replace Old Highway 183.

BUTTERCUP CREEK NATURAL AREA 
could include a new bridge and trails.

A WALKABLE MIXED-USE DISTRICT 
could have apartments and stores.

A NEW NORTH/SOUTH CORRIDOR 
could draw traffic away from Bell.

A NEW DISTRICT GATEWAY 
would simplify the intersection 
of Bell, Brushy Creek Road 
and Old Highway 183.

1

2

3

4

5

BELL BOULEVARD

1

5BUTTERCUP CREEK BLVD.

2
3

4

PARK ST.

The Destination: 
Bell Boulevard study 
includes Bell from 
Park Street to Cypress 
Creek Road.
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During the July 
15 meeting, Park 
Street resident 
Joyce Coffey said 
she supports 
redevelopment.

“This is a fab-
ulous idea,” she 
said. “[But] that’s 
a lot of work. I 
don’t know if 
I’ll see it in my 
lifetime or not.”

City staffers 
asked residents to 
identify favorite 
images of possible 
additions to Bell. 
Coffey chose an 
image of a small 
cafe with outdoor seating.

“It would be within walking distance 
of me on a nice night,” she said.

Forest Oaks neighborhood residents 
Steve and Amy Cochran said they 
favor reworking Bell to include green 
spaces with public art that are 
pedestrian-friendly.

“[These] images look high-
tech and progressive,” Steve 
Cochran said.

Leonard said Bell redevelop-
ment is necessary to prevent antici-
pated increases in traffic delays.

She said a new mixed-use desti-
nation district would also fill a void 
between Cedar Park and attractions 
such as The Domain in Austin and a 
proposed development in Leander.

Place 3 City Council Member Lyle 
Grimes said Cedar Park City Council 
will consider approving the Bell rede-
velopment plan this fall.

Funding for initial Bell redevelop-
ment could depend on a city bond 
election. On Aug. 13, City 
Council approved calling 
for a $96.7 million bond 
election on Nov. 3. Members 
of a city-appointed com-
mittee had recommended 
either an early estimate 
of $15.3 million to begin 
Bell redevelopment, or 
another amount chosen by 
City Council. City leaders 
approved a recommendation 
of $20 million for Bell bond 
funds. To learn more about 
the bond election, see the 
story on Page 25.
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CEDAR PARK 
The July 23 Cedar 
Park City Council 
meeting was the 
last for Place 6 
Council Member 
Don Tracy, who 
resigned to join 
a Texas State University doctoral 
program.

Tracy said he will pursue a Ph.D. 
beginning this fall. The two-year 
program will begin with classes on 
Monday and Thursday evenings, 
which would conflict with regularly 
scheduled City Council meetings on 
Thursday nights, he said.

Tracy was first elected to council 
in 2010. He has served as mayor pro 
tem and as a member of several city 
committees. Tracy is the director of 
business operations and marketing 
for Austin Community College’s 
continuing education division.

City Council will interview appli-
cants for Tracy’s position Aug. 20. 

CITY & COUNTY
News from Cedar Park and Leander and Travis County Compiled by Stephen Burnett and Kelli Weldon

Don Tracy resigns 
from City Council

LEANDER A project to widen Old 
FM 2243 is one of two projects to be 
funded by the city of Leander and 
Williamson County after Leander 
City Council approved an interlocal 
agreement Aug. 6.

The project would widen the road 
from two lanes to four between US 183 
and the new connection with North 
Lakeline Boulevard. Leander City 
Manager Kent Cagle said the project 
could start in the fall, last 18 months 
and cost a total of $24 million.

“This is a very complicated project,” 
Cagle said.

Cagle added that the Old FM 2243 
project would include engineering, 
acquiring rights of way and moving 
power lines as well as adding the  
new lanes.

According to the interlocal 

agreement, Williamson County will 
provide $9.15 million for the project 
from county bond funding, leaving 
the remaining project balance to be 
funded by the city. Cagle said City 
Council could award a construction 
bid in October.

City Council also approved an 
interlocal agreement with Williamson 
County for a related project to widen 
Bagdad Road between Old FM 2243 
and CR 280.

Assistant City Manager Tom Yantis 
said the Bagdad project could cost  
$13 million, of which the county, 
using bond funds, will pay about $4.9 
million. Yantis said City Council could 
also approve the project bid in October.

City Engineer Wayne Watts said the 
projects will help promote growth in 
northwest Leander.

Don Tracy

Cedar Park City Council
Meets the second and fourth Thursdays  
of the month at 6:30 p.m.
450 Cypress Creek Road, Bldg. 4
512-401-5000. www.cedarparktx.us

Leander City Council  
Meets the first and third Thursdays  
of the month at 7 p.m.
200 W. Willis St.
512-259-1239. www.leandertx.org

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
512-854-9020. www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court

Meetings

TRAVIS COUNTY The potential 
cost of a new civil and family courts 
complex in Travis County could be 
less than anticipated as a result of 
the Travis County Commissioners 
Court’s Aug. 11 vote to lower the 
overall budget for the project.

The court voted unanimously to 
approve reducing the bond amount 
by $4.3 million to a new price tag 
of $287.3 million, compared with 
the $291.6 million budget that was 
set in February.

Voters will decide this November 
whether to support plans for the 
new civil and family courts com-
plex, which would be located in 
downtown Austin. 

Leander City Council OKs agreements for 
projects on Bagdad Road and Old FM 2243
Construction on improvements to begin in fall

LEANDER Residents can begin 
watering their lawns twice a week after 
Leander City Council voted Aug. 6 
to move the city to Stage 1 voluntary 
water conservation measures.

Assistant City Manager Kent Cagle 
said the drought and lower Lake Travis 
levels compelled the city to issue Stage 
3 restrictions—which mandate no 
more than once-a-week outdoor water-
ing—since March 1, 2014.

“Things have drastically improved in 
the lake levels since that time,” he said.

Cagle said the city’s drought 
contingency plan allows for twice-a-
week watering and voluntary water 
conservation if the combined storage 
of lakes Travis and Buchanan is above 
1.4 million acre-feet. If City Council 
attempted to keep tighter restrictions, 
the city could not legally cite violators 
because such an ordinance would not 
be supported by the city’s drought 
contingency plan, Cagle said.

City leaders should revisit the issue 

in a month, he said.
“We would hate to see 

that repeat of 2011 when 
the lakes were in some-
what decent shape, and 
then [came] a large down-
stream release [of water],” 
Cagle said.

The council’s vote was 
5-1. Place 4 Council Mem-
ber Ron Abruzzese—who 
voted against the mea-
sure—said he was con-
cerned most residents would 
water their lawns twice a 
week and neglect to conserve water. 

“We’re just going to tax the [water] 
system for another month,” Abruzzese 
said.

Cagle said he believed the city’s 
residents and public utility system can 
continue to conserve.

“We’re doing a good job, and I think 
there’s two major reasons for that,” 
Cagle said. “We’re a new community. 

So most of the homes are new, with 
low-flow toilets, washing machines, 
dishwashers, low-flow showerheads. 
And we have very high rates. And 
that is the most effective method of 
conservation that exists, far more 
effective than sending out a legion of 
water police watching people to make 
sure they’re watering their yards at the 
right time.”

Leander City Council approves twice-a-week outdoor watering

CEDAR PARK City Council voted 
Aug. 13 to ease certain water usage rules.

Utility Program Manager Nanette 
McCartan said the changes allow chari-
ties to hold car wash fundraisers. 

The changes also permit residents to 
wash their cars any day of the week and 
to run outdoor fountains. But charities 
or residents washing cars would need 
to use hose nozzles and automatic 
shutoff devices to prevent wasted water, 
McCartan said. 

Before council approved the changes 
city residents were under other 
watering restrictions that banned char-
ity car washes and restricted outdoor 
fountains that do not support fish or 
recycle the water.

Other Stage 3 watering restrictions, 
such as a limit of once-a-week watering, 
remain in place for city residents.

Cedar Park keeps once-
a-week watering, votes 
to ease other usage rules

Price tag gets 
smaller for county 
courthouse project

On Aug. 14, Lake Travis was about 82 percent full, accord-
ing to Lower Colorado River Authority measurements.
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Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_lcp

Tweetings
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(512) 498-CARS               UFCU.org

Love Your Car, But  
Not Your Payment?
UFCU is here to help.
 

Refinance your auto loan from another lender, save  
money and receive these great benefits:

• Fast approval and flexible terms

• Auto insurance savings (request a free quote)

Plus, we’ve saved our members an average of 
$1,950 in interest on their car loans and lowered 
their monthly payments by as much as $50.

Apply online today at wheels101.com.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_7-15.indd   1 7/22/15   11:04 AM

Dr. Keith McSpadden, DPM
512.593.2949 
www.northaustinfeet.com
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180 Cottonwood 

Creek Trail

Medical Pkwy.

1431
N

Cedar Park

N

301 Seton Parkway Ste. 305

Round Rock

ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR INSURANCES, INCLUDING MEDICARE!

1130 Cottonwood Creek Trail, Bldg. B Ste. 2

Podiatry Practice in Cedar Park & Round Rock

35

University Blvd.

Sunrise Rd.
College Park Dr.

A.W. Grimes Blvd.

1431

Seton Pkwy.

Arthritis
Bunions
Heel Pain
Ingrown Nails
Sports Injuries & more!

Conditions Treated:
• 

• 

• 

• 

•

Ankle pain can be caused by many di� erent sources, including 
ligament sprains, tendinitis, cartilage damage, and arthritis. 
Call Now, and we will help you get back to a pain free life!

SAME DAY Urgent Care appointments available!! 

• Do you have sharp pain 
around your ankles?

• Do you sprain your ankles 
more than once a year?

• Have you had an ankle sprain 
or broken bone that just 
doesn’t seem to feel better?
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By Lyndsey Taylor
Tex-Mex restaurant Lupe Tortilla opened July 27 in 

Cedar Park at 4501-B Toll 183A.
Manager Allan Kieffer said the restaurant is known 

for its beef fajitas, which are served with guacamole, pico 
de gallo, grilled poblano, cheddar cheese, sour cream, 
grilled onions, rice, beans and hand-rolled flour torti-
llas. Other menu items include barbacoa, shrimp and 
carnita tacos, cedar-grilled salmon made with jalapeno 
tartar sauce, and crab and avo-
cado enchiladas.

Happy hour is offered from 
3-6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. and 
includes drink specials. The 
restaurant has an indoor/out-
door patio and a full bar. Lupe 
Tortilla has locations throughout 
Texas, including Austin.

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/lcp

Coming Soon: Russo’s New York Pizzeria in Cedar Park
By Lyndsey Taylor

Construction on an area location of 
franchise Russo’s New York Pizzeria is 
expected to begin in April at Cypress 
Creek Road and Lakeline Boulevard 
near Randalls.

Local entrepreneur Raymond 
Rosario, who co-owns Shady Oaks 
Gun Range in Cedar Park, plans to 
open the business by August 2016. An 
address has not yet been determined; 
however it could be between 1400 and 
1500 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park, 
he said.

Russo’s is Rosario’s second restau-
rant venture. He previously owned a 
Hungry Howie’s restaurant in McAl-
len, Texas, and has worked as a server 
as well as in the kitchen of several 
eateries.

Rosario said he chose the location 
because of the “underserved mar-
ket” in the area. Because a cluster of 
restaurants are mostly located on  
FM 1431, he said he wanted to offer 
casual dining options near Cypress 
Creek and Lakeline.

“My family and I are embedded and 

invested in the Cedar Park commu-
nity,” he said. “We definitely could 
have looked at other places. … [And in] 
other places we could have opened up a 
lot sooner, but at the end of the day we 
felt we wanted to continue to be part of 
the Cedar Park community.”

The Italian restaurant will serve piz-
zas, pastas, calzones, gluten-free dishes 
and desserts, which are flown in daily 
from New York, he said. Beer and wine 
will be served, and the restaurant will 
have a covered patio that is about 1,200 
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TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most-read Web stories from  
7/16/15-8/11/15

1  Dana Holding Corp. debuts technology  
 center (published July 15, 2015)

2  Cedar Park museum plans to open  
 planetarium (published Aug. 6, 2015)

3  Early plan revealed for Bell Boulevard  
 redevelopment (published July 17, 2015)

4  Leander ISD trustees approve 
 attendance rezoning scenario   
 (published July 17, 2015)

5  Official: Schlitterbahn hopeful for   
 future water park in Cedar Park  
 (published Jan. 20, 2014)

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news 
communityimpact.com

 
Find us on Facebook

communityimpact.com/lcp-facebook

Follow us on Twitter:
@impactnews_lcp

square feet, he said. The restaurant 
will be about 2,750 square feet. 

Rosario said he plans to include 
two ovens in the kitchen, one of 
which could be used to accommo-
date potential deliveries at a future 
date after the restaurant’s opening. 

Richard Martinez, Rosario’s 
friend, owns a Russo’s location in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and Rosario said it 
was his success that piqued his inter-
est in opening a franchise location in 
Cedar Park.

Now Open: Lupe Tortilla in Cedar Park
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Lupe Tortilla 
4501-B Toll 183A 
512-582-2210 
www.lupetortilla.com

Whitestone Blvd.
1431

By Stephen Burnett
Cloud-based software company LiveOps will move its 

corporate headquarters from Redwood, California, to 
Cedar Park after the Texas Enterprise Fund awarded the 
company a grant of $1.2 million, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced July 30.

Larry Holt, assistant director of economic development 
in Cedar Park, said the city competed with several other 
states and Denver, Colorado, for LiveOps and its 80 Cali-
fornia employees.

LiveOps also plans to add at least 150 employees in Cedar 
Park with an average annual salary of $75,000. The corpo-
ration’s new headquarters will include at least 25,000 square 
feet and will be built on a site that has not yet been chosen, 
Holt said.

 “We’re really excited about this project,” Holt said. “A 
high-tech company with higher-paying jobs like this is 
desirable by any community in the country.”

City staffers are discussing an additional city incentive of 
$802,334 for LiveOps based on the company meeting spe-
cific hiring milestones. Cedar Park City Council could vote 
on the incentive package during a September meeting, Holt 
said. After approval, LiveOps would select a headquarters 
site and could open in two years, he said.

Correction: An earlier version of this story described 
LiveOps as a high-tech call center. The company provides 
cloud-based software and customer service for other call 
centers.

By Kelli Weldon
During its July 28 meeting, the 

Travis County Commissioners Court 
unanimously voted to approve banning 
outdoor burning in unincorporated 
areas of the county.

The ban is set to expire Aug. 26 
unless it is extended.

Travis County Judge Sarah Eckhardt 
said the area has seen significant rains 
and lakes have been somewhat replen-
ished, but some greenery has begun to 
dry out because of a lack of recent rains.

Travis County Fire Marshal Hershel 
Lee said he recommended the ban, and 
the last time the county enacted a burn 
ban was Sept. 15, 2014. The county 
considers a number of factors before 
recommending a ban, he said, including 
measuring moisture using the Keetch-
Byram Drought Index, in which zero 
represents saturation and 800 rep-
resents a complete lack of moisture. 

Residents can call 512-854-4621 to 
receive information about the burn ban.

183A
TOLL

Travis County enacts 
burn ban

Cloud-based software firm will 
move to Cedar Park

Local entrepreneur Raymond Rosario plans to open a Russo’s New York Pizzeria in 2016 in Cedar Park.

Lupe Tortilla opened July 27 at 4501-B Toll 183A in Cedar Park.
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Upcoming Events

admissions.concordia.edu

Main Campus (620 & 2222):
11400 Concordia University Dr.

Austin, Texas 78726
(512) 313-4CTX

Instant Decision Night:
Get started on  
completing your degree
• Thursday  

September 10th 
4:00 - 8:00 pm

• Thursday 
November 12th 
4:00 - 8:00 pm

Explore CTX: College Preview
Friday, September 25th 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Register today! 
concordia.edu/IDN

Register today! 
concordia.edu/ExploreCTX

O F

Proud sponsors

EducationEducationEducation

Leander Public Library | 1011 S Bagdad Road 
Leander, TX | www.leander.lib.tx.us

Get yours 
and use it 
at Leander 
Public Library.

Discover 
all the cool 
things the 
library has 
to offer!

September is 
library card 
sign-up month!
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Texas State to expand Round Rock 
campus after passage of bond bill
By Scott Thomas and Brett Thorne 

After the Texas Legislature passed 
tuition revenue bonds in the 84th leg-
islative session, Texas State University 
is one step closer to moving its health 
professions department entirely to 
Round Rock.

The passage of the bond bill in the 
session, which ended June 1, will pro-
vide the university with $48.6 million 
to go toward construction of a new 
$67.5 million health professions build-
ing in Round Rock and $63 million to 
go toward construction of a new  
$93 million engineering building at 
the San Marcos campus.

Getting the bill passed 
Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 

said the city has been looking to get 
the new health professions building 
funding approved since Texas State first 
acquired the land for the Round Rock 
campus in 2003.

McGraw said the city actively pur-
sued the passage of the tuition revenue 
bonds through the city’s lobbyist as 
well as city leaders meeting legislators.

“[The city’s role is] definitely not a 
passive role,” McGraw said. “We also 
worked with Texas State to assist them 
in getting [the bond bill] done in any 
way we can.”

McGraw said the city also wanted to 
ensure the health professions building 
was included in the bill.

“At one point there was a bill filed 
that did not have the Round Rock 
line item, just the [San Marcos-based 

DEVELOPMENT

engineering building] line item,” he 
said. “A lot of the advocacy related 
Texas State was making sure Round 
Rock was included.”

McGraw said the college of health 
professions will help bolster what he 
calls “destination health care.”

“This will greatly assist in getting 
Round Rock viewed as the place for 
health care needs,” he said.

McGraw said before the recession, 
tuition revenue bonds were passed 
nearly every other legislative session. 
He said the Legislature did not pass 
the bond bill in 2011 because of the 
recession or in 2013 because of legisla-
tive gridlock.

“This one, there was a lot of catch-
ing up to do because it’s been so many 
years since a tuition revenue bond 
bill,” he said.

McGraw said another building will 
need to be funded through another 
tuition revenue bond before the school 
can move its entire health professions 
department to Round Rock.

Building the facilities
On top of the bond bill passing, the 

university also announced June 22 a $5 
million donation from the St. David’s 
Foundation to help fund construction 
of the health professions building.

“At St. David’s Foundation, we 
really like to invest in projects that 
address future health care needs 
facing our community,” St. David’s 
Foundation CEO Earl Maxwell said in 

a statement. “Providing this funding is 
a wise investment for our area’s future, 
as it will support more students who 
are pursuing health care careers. We 
are delighted that Texas State will be 
able to leverage our dollars to bring 
even more support for the project.”

Bill Nance, vice president of finance 
and support services at Texas State, 
said the university system has released 
a request for proposal for architecture 
and engineering firms as well as a 
construction company to handle the 
projects. The proposals will likely be 
brought to the board of regents in May. 
and construction would begin 90 to 180 
days after approval by the board.

Nance said the approved funding in 
the bond bill will not address the total 
cost of constructing both the Round 
Rock and San Marcos buildings, so the 
university will rely on philanthropic 
gifts, such as the donations from the St. 

David’s Foundation, as well as institu-
tional funding.

“Both buildings are going to be 
fully constructed, but because of the 
shortfall in the funding we may have 
to shell out some of the space, where 
the building is built but some of the 
space is essentially constructed but 
not finished out for occupation until 
we have additional funding down the 
road,” Nance said.

According to Texas State, the 
health professions program grew 104 
percent in the past five years. The 
new health professions building will 
include 107,000 square feet and will 
provide space for a 35 percent enroll-
ment increase in health professions 
programs.

According to Texas State, the Round 
Rock campus sits on 101 acres and the 
campus is projected to have a capacity 
of 30 buildings and 15,000 students.

Students at the St. David’s School of Nursing at Texas State University work on practice dummies 
that exhibit realistic symptoms.
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HIGHER EducationHIGHER Education

Cedar Park - 512.986.7355
1602 Medical Pkwy • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Pflugerville - 512.270.9988
2617 Kelly Ln • Pflugerville, TX 78660 kiddieacademy.com/austin

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

NOW ENROLLING!
Call today to reserve your spot.

Enroll your child by 9/15/15 and receive 

TWO WEEKS FREE!
Offer only valid at Cedar Park location. New customers only. 

Not redeemable for cash. One offer per child. Contact academy director 
for details. Offer code: 20150610

CS150574_Pflugerville GO NOW ENROLLING color ad 4.9167x2.94.indd   1 7/9/15   4:26 PM

Super EmpowerEmpower
your Kids

Get an Academic Assessment
for just

512.996.9260 www.educenter4me.com
1900 Cypress Creek, Suite 101 Cedar Park

Sponsored by

AVERY RANCH  
DANCE & YOGA
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SEPTEMBER IS LIBRARY 
CARD SIGN-UP MONTH

If you sign up for a new 
Cedar Park Public Library 
card during September, or 
refer a new library member, 
you will be entered into a 
drawing for prizes!

A person or family who checks out two books 
per month and one movie per week  

can save by using the library. 

LIBRARY CARDS 

Are available without additional 
charge to Cedar Park residents   
inside the    taxing districts by   
presenting a  current photo ID and 
proof of current address. 

Non-residents may purchase a    
library card for $35.00 for one 
year or $20.00 for six months.  

To apply for a card, present a 
completed application to a        
circulation staff member along with 
a valid photo ID and proof of your 
current address. 

Applications are available online 
and in person at the Cedar Park 
Public Library. 

A person or family who checks out two books 
per month and one movie per week  

can save by using the library. 

LIBRARY CARDS 

Are available without additional 
charge to Cedar Park residents   
inside the    taxing districts by   
presenting a  current photo ID and 
proof of current address. 

Non-residents may purchase a    
library card for $35.00 for one 
year or $20.00 for six months.  

To apply for a card, present a 
completed application to a        
circulation staff member along with 
a valid photo ID and proof of your 
current address. 

Applications are available online 
and in person at the Cedar Park 
Public Library. 

A CEDAR PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
IS A GREAT WAY TO SAVE MONEY. 
A person or family who checks out 
two books per month and one movie 
per week can save $576 per year by 
using the library.

Palmera Ridge 
Site Map - Section 1

RONALD REAGAN BOULEVARD
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MODEL

M/I builds quality homes in Columbus/Cincinnati, OH; Indianapolis, IN; Chicago, IL; Charlotte/Raleigh, NC; Tampa/Orlando, FL; 
Austin/Dallas/Ft. Worth/Houston/San Antonio, TX; and Washington, D.C.
Area map is for illustration purposes only. Plat is not to scale and may vary from actual conditions. See New Home Consultant for details.

mihomes.com
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Jazzercise Cedar Park Recreation Center
1435 Main Street Cedar Park, TX | 512-842-7713

cedarparkjazercise@outlook.com

• Large selection of frames (1500+)

• Onsite lab - some prescriptions
    available the same day

• Specialty contact lens fi tting

• Treatment of ocular injuries 
    or infections

512.260.CARE (2273)
www.CCeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, 
O.D.

STOP 
LOOKING, 
START SEEING

Eyeglass Exam and 1 complete 
pair of kids glasses for $199*

*SEE STORE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS – COUPON MUST BE 
PRESENTED AT TIME OF EXAM. NO PHOTOCOPIES. 

Contact Lens Exam and 4 Boxes 
of Contacts $199*

Contacts Lenses $100 value
*SEE STORE FOR DETAILS – COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT 

TIME OF EXAM. NO PHOTOCOPIES. 

Back to School Special!

We now carry:

Accepting most insurances 
including:  

VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 
Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue 

Shield, Humana, Superior, Avesis, 
Ameritas, Tricare, Block Vision, 

Davis Vision, Spectera

Located in the 
1890 Ranch Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park

Give us the job to find  
your ideal nanny or sitter!

(512) 818.7976
collegenanniesandtutors.com 

Contact us today to RECEIVE 4 HOURS FREE Code:  CI0815
Requires one-time enrollment fee of $149

Give us the job to find  
your ideal nanny or sitter!

(512) 818.7976
collegenanniesandtutors.com 

Contact us today to RECEIVE 4 HOURS FREE Code:  CI0815
Requires one-time enrollment fee of $149Give us the job to find  

your ideal nanny or sitter!
(512) 818.7976
collegenanniesandtutors.com 

Contact us today to RECEIVE 4 HOURS FREE Code:  CI0815
Requires one-time enrollment fee of $149

Give us the job to find  
your ideal nanny or sitter!

(512) 818.7976
collegenanniesandtutors.com 

Contact us today to RECEIVE 4 HOURS FREE Code:  CI0815
Requires one-time enrollment fee of $149

Give us the job to find  
your ideal nanny or sitter!

(512) 818.7976
collegenanniesandtutors.com 

Contact us today to RECEIVE 4 HOURS FREE Code:  CI0815
Requires one-time enrollment fee of $149
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HIGHER EducationHIGHER Education
Austin Community College

Tuition/fees: $67 per credit hour for 
in-district Texas residents (2015-16),  
$307 (out-of-district Texas resident)

Fall 2014 enrollment: 40,949 credit 
students; ACC also enrolls 15,000 
noncredit students each year 

Percent/number of students accepted 
each year: ACC has an open-door 
admissions policy. Everyone who meets 
eligibility criteria is encouraged to enroll.

Top intended majors: general studies, 
business administration, general studies in 
science, engineering, pre-medical 

Length of programs: less than one year 
to two years (fall 2014)

Prerequisites needed: Certain courses 
and majors require completion of 
prerequisites. Visit www.austincc.edu/
info for degree and certificate choices and 
more information.

4400 College Park Drive, Round Rock, 
as well as 10 other campuses throughout 
Central Texas

www.austincc.edu • Twitter: @accdistrict

Baylor Executive MBA and Executive 
Healthcare MBA

Tuition/fees: $16,800 per semester 
($84,000 total) including a $2,000 seat 
deposit (for 2015-17 executive MBA 
program); $17,400 per semester ($87,000 
total) including a $2,000 seat deposit 
(for 2015-17 executive MBA-healthcare 
program)

2014-16 enrollment: 16 (executive MBA), 
8 (executive MBA-healthcare)

Number of students accepted each 
year: no more than 30 students for 
combined executive cohorts for executive 
MBA and executive MBA-healthcare

Length of programs: 21 months for both 
programs

Prerequisites needed: none (executive 
MBA), experience in health care industry 
(executive MBA-healthcare)

3107 Oak Creek Drive, Ste. 240, Austin

www.baylor.edu/austinemba  
Twitter: @bayloremba

Concordia University Texas
Tuition/fees: $27,600 for traditional 
undergraduate enrollment plus $10,570 
room and board; $520 per credit hour for

Adult Degree Program; $455 per credit 
hour Adult Degree Program Online; $710 
per credit hour for Masters of Business 
Administration evening program and $600 
per credit hour for MBA (2015-16 fall and 
spring semesters). Online program: $540 
per credit hour for Masters of Education 
and $540 per credit hour for M.Ed. online 
program

Length of programs: Four years 
(undergraduate)

Prerequisites: High school grade point 

average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale; SAT score of

1440 composite with a 480 verbal score, 
480 math score and 480 writing score or

ACT composite score of 20  
11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin.

www.concordia.edu. • Twitter: @concordiatx

Fall 2014 enrollment: 2,500

Percent/number of students accepted 
each year: 84 percent for traditional 
undergraduate programs (fall 2014)

Top intended majors: Business 
administration, education, environmental 
science and nursing

Southwestern University

Tuition/fees: $37,560 (2015-16) 

2014-15 enrollment: 1,538

Percent of students accepted each year: 
about 50 percent 

Top intended majors: Biology, business, 
communication studies, education, 
psychology 

Length of programs: 127 credit hours 
minimum 

Prerequisites needed: average SAT score 
of 1100-1300 for critical reading and math

1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown

www.southwestern.edu  
Twitter: @southwesternu

Texas A&M Central Texas

Tuition/fees per credit hour: $265 
(undergraduate resident), $643.33 
(undergraduate non-resident), $286 
(graduate resident), $643.33 (graduate 
nonresident)

Spring 2015 enrollment: 2,540 (total)

Percent/number of students accepted 
each year: 95 percent (spring 2015)

Top intended majors: bachelor of 
business administration, management; 
bachelor of science, psychology; 
bachelor of science, criminal justice

Length of programs: By Texas Law, 
maximum attempted hours for a degree 
are determined by the number of required 
credit hours plus 30 credit hours if 
a student enrolled in a Texas public 
institution of higher education Fall of 2006 
or later (If a student enrolled prior to fall 
2006, maximum hours are determined by 
the number of required credit hours plus 
45 credit hours). Hours for completion 
vary by degree. 

Prerequisites needed: This varies by 
major; and as the institution is an upper-
level university, freshman and sophomore 
coursework must be transferred in.

1600 Innovation Blvd., Hutto

www.tamuct.edu • Twitter: @tamuct 

Texas A&M Health Science Center in  
Round Rock

Tuition/fees: $16,432/$29,532 annual 

resident/nonresident (MD program 2014), 
$282.25/$652.90 per credit hour part-time 
resident/nonresident (second degree 
BSN program 2015-16)

Fall 2014 enrollment: 200 students 
(medicine MD program)

Percent of students accepted each 
year: 7.02 percent (MD program 2014), 22 
percent (second degree BSN, including 
Bryan and College Station campus 
applications 2015-16)

Most popular programs: College 
of Medicine MD program, College of 
Nursing second-degree BSN program

Length of programs: four years (MD 
program), 15 months (second degree BSN 
program)

Prerequisites needed/admission 
criteria considered: passage of MCAT 
and 47 semester hours in various core 
curriculum (MD program); passage HESI 
Admissions Assessment Exam, Nursing 
CAS Application and completed core 
curricula with a minimum grade of C 
(second degree BSN program)

3950 N. A.W. Grimes Blvd., Ste. S211A, 
Round Rock

www.tamhsc.edu • Twitter: @tamhsc

Texas State Technical College at East 
Williamson County Higher Education Center

Tuition/fees per credit hour: $89 per 
semester credit hour plus $46 per credit hour 
designated tuition rate (academic courses for 
Texas residents); $105 per semester credit 
hour plus $46 per credit hour designated 
tuition rate (technical courses for Texas 
residents); $276 per semester credit hour 
plus $46 per credit hour designated tuition 
rate (for non-Texas residents)

Fall 2014 enrollment: 154

Number of students accepted each 
year: 100 percent

Top intended majors: Welding; industrial 
maintenance; heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (2014)

Length of programs: Associate of 

Applied Science degree: 60 credit hours 
(four semesters); certificate: 19 to 45 
credit hours (two to four semesters)

Prerequisites needed: high school 
diploma, or, if transferring, college 
transcripts, or State of Texas Official 
Certificate of High School Equivalency 
or GED. Unless exempt or waived, 
students must take the Texas Success 
Initiative assessment before enrolling 
at TSTC. High school transcripts with 
STAAR, TAKS, SAT and ACT scores and/
or college transcripts can be evaluated by 
the testing office to determine if students 
meet TSI requirements.

1600 Innovation Blvd., Hutto

www.tstc.edu • Twitter: @tstcproud

Texas State University

Tuition/fees per credit hour: $251.21 
(tuition); $720.95 (tuition and fees) (fall 
2015)

Fall 2014 enrollment: 36,739

Percent of students accepted each 
year: 55.42 percent (2014-15)

Top intended majors: curriculum 
and instruction, health and human 
performance, journalism and mass 
communication, psychology, art and 
design, nursing at Round Rock campus 
(2014-15)

Time required to complete degrees/
certificates: four years

Prerequisites needed: SAT 1270, ACT 29

601 University Drive, San Marcos;  
1555 University Blvd., Round Rock

www.txstate.edu • Twitter: @txst 

University of Texas at Austin

Tuition/fees per credit hour: $1,406-
$1,615

Fall 2014 enrollment: 51,313

Percent of students accepted each 
year: 49 percent (2014)

Top intended majors: business, biology, 
undeclared, mechanical engineering, and 
electrical engineering

Length of programs: four years

Prerequisites needed: Application 
fee, two essays, high school transcript 
(if applicable), college transcripts, high 
school coursework information, expected 
family contribution, SAT or ACT test 
scores; further prerequisites vary by 
department.

www.utexas.edu • Twitter: @utaustin

This guide represents a selection of not-
for-profit institutions in the area. It is not 
meant to be comprehensive. For a full list 
visit communityimpact.com.
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TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL COLLEGE AT 
EAST WILLIAMSON COUNTY HIGHER 
EDUCATION CENTER
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21 Girls Just Wanna Have Fun Pajama Party
Girls ages 5-13 are invited to bring pillows and 

pajamas to participate in city-sponsored activities such 
as self-serve manicure and pedicure stations, face 
painting, movies, facials, karaoke and jewelry crafts. 
7-10 p.m. $25. Cedar Park Recreation Center, 
1435 Main St., Cedar Park. 512-401-5528. 
www.cpparks.net. samantha.roos@cedarparktexas.gov

21 Twin Lakes YMCA Teen Zone Lock-In
Children ages 7-12 are invited to participate in 

a themed overnight party that includes a dance party, 
pool time, and video game and dodgeball tournaments. 
6 p.m.-8 a.m. $45 (members), $60 (nonmembers). Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park. 
512-250-9622. www.ymcagwc.org/cedar-park 

22 and 23  
Austin Gun Show

Cedar Park Center hosts a gun show with hundreds of 
tables. Attendees can buy, sell or trade guns. However, 
all weapons must be unloaded and inspected by 
uniformed officers before entry to the show. 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (Sun.). Free (children age 12 
and younger), $8 (adult single-day admission), $12 (adult 
weekend pass) plus $5 parking fee. Cedar Park Center, 
2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park. 512-600-5000. 
www.cedarparkcenter.com, 
www.premiergunshows.com/shows/austin-gun-show

22 Hit Maker Music School summer recital
The privately owned music school completes 

a summer recital series with a free outdoor recital that 
features performances by school students. 7 p.m. Free. 
Hit Maker Music School, 208 S. Brushy St., Leander. 
512-549-2454. www.hitmakermusicschool.com 

September

01 Lunch with the Mayor
Leander Chamber of Commerce & Visitors 

Center hosts a lunch that features Leander Mayor 
Chris Fielder, who speaks about how residents can 
participate in their community. 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. $15 
(chamber members), $20 (nonmembers). Pat Bryson 
Municipal Hall, 201 N. Brushy St., Leander. 512-259-
1907. www.leandercc.org

01 Motörhead concert
The Grammy-nominated rock and roll band 

performs a concert with high-decibel music that 
incorporates genres such as early rock, punk and heavy 
metal. Two guest performers join the band—British heavy 
metal band Saxon and American hard rock band Crobot. 
7:30 p.m. $35.75-$45.75 plus parking costs. Cedar Park 
Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park. 
512-600-5000. www.imotorhead.com

04 Pacfit Dodgeball Tournament
Premier Athletic Complex hosts a dodgeball 

tournament for participants age 12 and older, who can 
team with a group of eight and support the athletic 
complex. 6-10 p.m. $20 (individuals), $140 (team). 
Premier Athletic Complex, 8220 Toll 183A, Leander. 
512-686-0448. www.pac-tx.com. steve@pac-tx.com

06 Splash Jam
Elizabeth Milburn Park is the site of the city 

of Cedar Park’s annual end-of-summer festival that 
includes live music, bounce houses and concessions. 
Elizabeth Milburn Pool is open from 1-8 p.m. Other 
activities include face painting, mechanical bull-riding 
and carnival games. The festival concludes with an 
evening fireworks display. 5-9 p.m. Free admission; 
regular pool fees apply, and some activities cost extra. 
Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar 
Park. 512-401-5528. www.cedarparktexas.gov/parks

Brain Power 5K
Presented by Austin Cancer Center, 
the annual race raises funds for brain 

cancer research. Guests can register for a 10K run, 5K 
run, 1-mile run or a 1-mile walk. 5K races are timed and 
untimed. 8-9 a.m. (races). $15 (timed 5K for children), $30 
(timed 5K for adults), $12 (untimed 5K for children), $25 
(untimed 5K for adults), $25 (timed 10K for children), $35 
(timed 10K for adults), $20 (1-mile run or 1-mile walk), 
some costs increase by $5 after Sept. 10. Cedar Park 
Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park. 512-241-
0323. www.brainpower5k.com  

CALENDAR
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08 Life Bridge Job Corps classes begin
The nonprofit Life Bridge Job Corps resumes 

classes for adult education and job readiness for 
students age 17 and older. Each job class begins with 
a morning Bible study and emphasizes goal-setting, 
self-discovery and learning styles as well as computer 
skills, handling job interviews, job-searching and 
resume-writing. Participants can complete registrations 
with personal interviews Aug. 24-25 or Sept. 1-2. They 
can also sign up for van transportation from locations 
in Cedar Park and Leander. Beginning Sept. 15 the 
organization also offers classes in English as a second 
language, conversational Spanish and computer skills. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. (registration Aug. 24-25 and Sept. 1-2), 
6:30-8 p.m. (registration Aug. 25 and Sept. 2); 8:45 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. (Tue.-Fri. job-readiness classes Sept. 8- 
Nov. 13); 6-8 p.m. (Thu. language and computer classes 
Sept. 15-Nov. 20). $25. Twin Lakes Fellowship, 
1150 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 3, Cedar Park. 512-522-7152. 
www.rivercityhopestreet.org, 
www.facebook.com/lifebridgetwinlakes

09 Veterans Resource Fair
The nonprofit Heroes Night Out hosts the 

annual fair and invites veterans, active-duty military 
and military family members. Guests can speak 
with representatives from 15 local, state and private 
employers, such as the Austin Fire Department, FedEx, 
Round Rock Police Department, Texas Department 
of Public Safety and UPS. Ten veterans service 
organizations such as Army One Source, Austin Vet 
Center, Texas Veterans Commission and Texas Veterans 
Land Board are also represented at the fair. 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. Free. Heroes Night Out Veterans Resource Center, 
1150 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-966-6893. 
www.heroesnightout.org. jim.johnson@phoenix.edu

11 Cedar Park Movies in the Park: 
‘Strange Magic’

The city resumes its outdoor movie series for the fall 
with an animated film about fantasy creatures who brew 
a love potion and cause chaos. Guests can bring picnic 
meals and blankets to spread on the lawn. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., 
Cedar Park. 512-401-5500. www.cedarparktx.gov/parks

11 Leander Movies in the Park: ‘Big Hero 6’
Guests can bring chairs and blankets for the 

showing of “Big Hero 6,” a Disney animated film about 
Hiro, a teenage genius who rebuilds his older brother’s 
plush health care robot and starts a team of young 
heroes. 7:30 p.m. (or at sunset). Free. Robin Bledsoe 
Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander. 512-528-9909. 
www.leandertx.gov/parksrec

C
o

ur
te

sy
 F

re
nc

h 
S

m
ith

Bat Fest
The city of Austin invites guests to the 
11th annual festival that includes the 

emergence of 1.5 million Mexican free-tailed bats 
from under Congress Avenue Bridge. The festival 
also features three stages with live music, children’s 
activities, a bat costume contest and more than 75 
arts and crafts vendors. 4 p.m.-midnight (bats are 
expected to emerge between 7-8:45 p.m.). Free 
(age 8 and younger), $10 (age 9 and older), 
$150 (VIP pass). Congress Avenue Bridge, 
100 S. Congress Ave., Austin. 512-441-9015. 
www.roadwayevents.com/event/bat-fest
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September
4  Doug Pegg, 7-9 p.m.
5    Shaun Davenport, 7-9 p.m.
11    The Fridays, 7-9 p.m.
12    Sean Mullin, 7-9 p.m.

Red Horn Coffee House and Brewing Co.
13010 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 800, Cedar Park
512-986-7038
www.redhornbrew.com 

August
22  J. Wagner, 8 p.m.
28  Joanna Lee, 8 p.m.
29  Ryan Huie, 8 p.m.

September
5  Parker Bradley and Gregg White, 8 p.m.
11  Joanna Lee, 8 p.m.
12  Taylor Stearns, 8 p.m.

Shea’s Place
105 W. Willow St., Leander
512-986-8719

August
21  The Detentions, 7-10 p.m.
22  Jeff Roy, 7-10 p.m.
28  The Detentions, 7-10 p.m.
29  Allan & LaDonna, 7-10 p.m.

September
4  Allan & LaDonna, 7-10 p.m.
11  Allan & LaDonna, 7-10 p.m.

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, Cedar Park
512-260-2060
www.shootersbilliards.net 

August
29  Stooch Band, 9:30 p.m.

September
5  Stooch Band, 9:30 p.m.
12  LC Rocks, 9:30 p.m.

Wild West Cedar Park
401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
512-986-7464
www.wildwestcedarpark.com 

August
20  Jon Wolfe, 8 p.m.

September
3    Zane Williams, 7 p.m.
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Blue Corn Harvest Bar & Grill
700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 204, Cedar Park
512-528-0889
www.bluecornharvest.com

August
20  Kale Stephens Band, 7:30 p.m.
22  Mark & John, 7:30 p.m.
27  John Arthur Martinez, 7:30 p.m.
29  Javier Soliz, 7:30 p.m.

Foxhole Culinary Tavern
13995 N. US 183, Austin
512-386-1354
www.foxholeaustin.com

August
21  Roger Smith, 8:30 p.m.
22  Los Juanabes, 8:30 p.m.
28  Canned Beats, 8:30 p.m.
29  Erik Zamora, 8:30 p.m.

September
4  Bomb Squad, 8:30 p.m.
5  Roger Smith, 8:30 p.m.
11  Six Son of a Gun, 8:30 p.m.
12  Scrapelli, 8:30 p.m.

Lone Star Grille and Bubba’s Backyard
1501 E. New Hope Drive, Cedar Park
512-528-5896
www.lonestargrilletx.com

August
20   Jukebox Heroes, 6-10 p.m.
21  Jumpstart, 7-10:45 p.m.
22  Capital Suspects, 7-10:45 p.m.
27  Darrell Goldman, 6-10 p.m.
28  Tanner Louis, 7-10:45 p.m.
29  Texas Players, 7-10:45 p.m.

September
4  Swanky Digs, 7-10:45 p.m.
11  Cold Snap Blues, 7-10:45 p.m.
12  One Ton Country, 7-10:45 p.m.

Mouton’s Southern Bistro
309 N. US 183, Leander
512-260-6300
www.moutonsbistro.com 

August
21  Texas Skyz, 7-9 p.m.
22   Gene Douglas, 7-9 p.m.
28   Alicia Adkins, 7-9 p.m.
29   Dan Sullivan, 7-9 p.m. 

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander 
events at communityimpact.com/lcp-calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events 
considered for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Featured LIVE MUSIC

Scrapelli performs Sept. 12 at Foxhole 
Culinary Tavern in Austin.
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Compiled by Stephen Burnett and Taylor Rice

12 Full Moon Concert series 
The city of Leander’s concert series, renewed for 

2015, resumes for the fall with a concert that features 
Los Texas Wranglers. The group performs a variety of 
songs in genres such as country and Mexican pop. 
Guests cannot bring glass containers, and any pets must 
be leashed. 7 p.m. Free. Robin Bledsoe Park, 
601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander. 512-528-9909. 
www.leandertx.gov/parksrec 

12 Summer Decathlon
Amateur and professional contestants are 

invited to the competition hosted by 1Up Sports 
in Cedar Park. Eleven separate events for men 
and women include deadlifts, agility, 1,600-meter 
runs, bench presses and sled pulls. Contestants in 
female and male divisions receive awards in five age 
categories. A barbecue lunch follows all competitions. 
8:30 a.m. (women’s check-in), 9-10:30 a.m. (women’s 
competition), 10:30 a.m. (men’s check-in), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. (men’s competition), 12:30 p.m. (barbecue 
lunch). Free. 1Up Sports, 2000 Windy Terrace, Ste. 
10, Cedar Park. 512-433-6334. www.1upsport.com. 
coachcoop@1upsport.com

14 Financial literacy class
United Way of Williamson County hosts a 

financial workshop at the Cedar Park Public Library. The 
workshop offers information about creating personal 
budgets, managing finances, paying off debts and 
setting up emergency funds. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free 
(registration required). Cedar Park Public Library, 
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-255-6799. 
www.unitedway-wc.org. info@unitedway-wc.org

Joanna Lee performs Aug. 28 at Red 
Horn Coffee House and Brewing Co. in 
Cedar Park.
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For other Austin area locations, please visit: www.Miracle-Ear-Austin.com

Lakeline • 12129 FM 620 North, Ste 103 • 512-955-3249 

Promo Code: 41TQ083C

DISCOVER  
And Experience the 
Miracle-Ear Advantage

We invite you to discover why millions of people have entrusted  
their hearing to Miracle-Ear.

Call today for your FREE Hearing Screening!

It all adds up to the  

“MIRACLE-EAR ADVANTAGE.”
No wonder Miracle-Ear is America’s most  

recognized hearing aid brand!

 LEADING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY
 65+ YEARS OF INNOVATION

100% INVISIBLE AND DISCREET MODELS AVAILABLE

A LIFETIME OF AFTERCARE 

MORE THAN 1,200 LOCATIONS
A COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY

  
for Audiotone Pro All Styles!$795*

*Limit one aid per patient at the promotional price only. Not valid with any other discount 
or offer. Does not apply to prior purchases. Valid on model Audiotone Pro only. Offer expires 08-28-2015. 

 In the Canal Completely In Canal Behind the Ear

Audiotone Pro Special Price

Call TODAY to schedule an appointment
during our Special Event to take advantage of these special savings!

Start Your RISK FREE Trial Today at a Miracle-Ear Location Near You.

We are a proud sponsor of the Miracle-Ear Foundation 
Gift of Sound program. We make a donation for every 
purchase to help local children and adults hear better!

Discover Lakeline Community Ad 07-29-2015.indd   1 7/29/15   3:57 PM

Accepting new patients 

Located next to 
Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

1401 Medical Parkway B Ste. 410 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkobgyn.com

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-9191

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-3636

512.379.6090
LEANDER & ROUND ROCK

  

collinsadi.com

The Official Dermatologist  
of the Round Rock Express

BACK  TO  SCHOOL  ACNE 
TREATMENT  SPECIAL 
FOR  TEENS  &  ADULTS
Acne is a nuisance at any age. Fortunately, we 
have one of the most effective treatments for 
acne available today. Our Sciton Blue Light 
Acne treatment is a safe and non-invasive 
method of treating acne effectively.

RECEIVE 3 TREATMENTS 
FOR ONLY $199 (Regularly $300)

Call to book your appointment today!
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Good Shepherd Lutheran Church beautification project Arthur Murray Dance Center 
relocation ribbon cutting

Ribbon cutting for chiropractic 
and acupuncture office

Ribbon cutting for Vortex 
Martial Arts

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

A crane lifts a 30-foot-tall cross 
that adorns landscaping at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Cedar Park on July 29.

1  The cross was made by Mark 
Ansier, artist and sculptor at Iron 
Waves Custom Iron Art.

2  The cross is part of a 
beautification project headed 
by the city of Cedar Park, GSLC 
pastor Martin Brauer said. 

3  The cross is located in the 
church’s courtyard at 700 W. 
Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park.

Dance academy Arthur Murray Dance Center hosted 
a ribbon cutting July 10 for its new location at The 
Hub at Research shopping center. 

1  The business relocated from 13343 US 183, Ste. 
285, Austin, to 13945 N. US 183, Ste. C-1, Austin.  

2  Owner Dominic DiGesualdo and Michelle Rocha, 
Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce membership 
director, celebrate the center’s ribbon cutting.

Williams Wellness Chiropractic & Acupuncture hosted 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony on July 23. The business, 
located at 1103 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 102, Cedar 
Park, offers chiropractic and acupuncture services to 
help with ailments such as arthritis, headaches, sports 
injuries, stress, scoliosis and other types of pain. 

On July 31, the Leander Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitors Center hosted a ribbon cutting for Vortex 
Martial Arts, located at 11900 Old FM 2243, Leander. 

1  The business has three area locations, including 
two in Leander and one in Austin.

2  Classes include karate, jiujitsu and kickboxing.
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Leander ISD Spirit Day at  
Leander chamber luncheon
The Leander Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Center 
hosted its monthly luncheon July 28. 

The luncheon included events to celebrate school 
spirit for Leander ISD, such as a presentation from 
Leander High School’s cheerleaders and drumline. 
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Terri Breaux
Camacho Elementary School principal
By Lyndsey Taylor 

In January, Leander ISD Superintendent Bret Champion announced Terri Breaux 
will be the principal of Christine Camacho Elementary School, which opens this fall. 

Breaux has worked in education for 29 years and has been in LISD since 1994. 
She served as a teacher and assistant principal at Mason Elementary School as well 
as principal at Laura Welch Bush Elementary School. 

Her vision for CES, she said, is to create a collaborative learning environment in 
which classes such as math, science and English are integrated, and students have 
ample opportunities to work together.

PEOPLE

What is a STEM school and what 
made you want to have one in the 
district?

A STEM school stands for science, 
technology, engineering and math. 
STEM really is a culture. We’re trying 
to change the culture of learning. These 
kids that are growing up in our world 
right now are very different than when 
we grew up. Gone are the days when we 
sit in rows in classrooms and listen to 
lectures all day. 

We also say STEM stands for stu-
dents and teachers engaging minds. 
What we’re trying to do is break down 
those barriers of just having math class, 
science class, language arts class—we’re 
really trying to integrate all of those 
classes together. 

STEM has the … component[s][of]
creativity, critical thinking, collabora-
tion and communication. We’re trying 
to pull the real world into our school 
and to really prepare our kids for jobs 
that we don’t even know are being cre-
ated yet. By preparing them with these 
four skills we feel like they can do any 
job that they want to.

 Some people get confused about 
STEM. They think we are trying to 
create a lot of engineers around here, 

and of course, that is always a perk, but 
there are lots of [other] STEM jobs. 

When you look at the [State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness] 
scores, I feel like the students around 
here are underperforming. They have 
great teachers, great administrators … 
[these] are very good schools. But I feel 
like these kids need to be taught in a 
different way. … That’s where STEM 
comes in; it’s that engagement piece that 
they need. … When you make it fun 
you don’t realize you’re doing math.”

What are some of the advantages 
for students to having STEM 
programs in their curriculum?

Look at student engagement. Our 
kids are in a world of social media 
[and] video games—everything is at 
their fingertips. Because they live in 
such a different world, we have to teach 
them in that world instead of continu-
ing to teach like our teachers taught 
us. It’s finding what is it … that we 
can provide for our students that can 
provide them with the best learn-
ing opportunities possible in today’s 
world? I want to see [students] work-
ing together … having classes work 
together to create a product.

The design [of the school] lends itself 
to all of that collaborative learning. 
That’s why we have tables and not 
desks. I don’t want kids sitting by 
themselves anymore. It’s all about cre-
ativity and allowing space for that. 

What are some of your goals  
for your first year at Camacho?

I think our goal is to create a culture 
of STEM. We really want our parents 
to understand what that looks like. I 
want our parents in our schools, and 
I want them participating so they can 
see our culture of STEM. 

Our teachers are beginning to 
understand the culture of STEM, but 
this doesn’t happen overnight. We are 
going to start promoting the culture. 
[The students] have all come from 
traditional schools and they are good 
schools, but this [learning environ-
ment] is just different. We don’t want 
to do it too fast.

We want [parents] to be a stake-
holder in changing our culture.  

What are your goals for the next 
five years?

We hope that we will be teaching in 
transdisciplinary units, which means 

that … the learning [at Camacho] is 
in themes. … We’re trying to combine 
two subjects together right now for 
starters. I’m hoping in five years that 
you will walk into a classroom and you 
won’t know, ‘Is this math? Or is this 
science?’ Or, wait a minute, they are 
writing, so maybe it’s an English class.’ 
All of those subjects blended together 
to have a lot of project-based learning. 

How will you create a sense  
of community among parents, 
students and teachers at a new 
school?

We started on June 1 inviting our 
parents to Leander Middle School just 
so I could share my vision. I was sur-
prised; we had over 300 people there-
just sharing first, my vision [and] what I 
want the school to be like. They need to 
know that [students] are going to come 
to school, and they are going to be safe 
and they are going to have fun learning. 
… Our job now is to be very transparent 
with [parents]. 

We want [parents] to be a partner 
with us. We want them to come to our 
school, volunteering, reading to kids in 
the classroom. We just want to make 
partnerships with [parents].
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www.MyCedarParkValue.com
Get your home’s market value with supporting comparable sales INSTANTLY.

Steve Hernandez
Broker Associate
GREEN

512.785.3230  |  steve@realtyaustin.com 

I have been servicing the Austin and 
Cedar Park areas as a licensed Realtor since 2001. 

I would love the opportunity to help you with your move.

I may already have a 
buyer for your home! 
I am personally working with 
over 400 buyer leads.

We sell homes faster 
Year to date, Realty Austin sells homes 
faster and for a higher price than any 
of the top 20 real estate fi rms in Austin!*  

*2014 ABOR Home Sales

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.
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The library includes a computer lab, classrooms for the QUEST, or Quality Utilization and Enrichment of Student Talents program, and a green room for recording video projects.

Linda Courtney, construction project manager for Leander ISD, said CES’ computer lab will be used by 
students for a variety of classes to integrate technology into the curriculum. The campus opens Aug. 24.

To help students navigate the campus, each grade is assigned 
a color, which corresponds to a wing, said Jimmy Disler, LISD 
executive director of capital improvements.

The school is named after Christine Camacho, who worked as 
registrar at Pleasant Hill Elementary School prior to her death. 

CES has 42 classrooms, all of which have 
collaboration tables instead of desks.

Disler said Camacho was designed to be energy 
efficient. LISD will seek an Energy Star rating.

CES can initially accommodate 800 students and 
has two playscapes on campus.

501 Municipal Drive, Leander
512-570-7800
camacho.leanderisd.org

Camacho Elementary 
School

183

The Christine Camacho Elementary 
School campus opens Aug. 24 for the 
first day of school. CES is designed 
to be focused on STEM, or science, 
technology, engineering and math, 
and encourages collaborative projects 
among students, said Principal Terri 
Breaux. Visit www.leanderisd.org to 
learn about upcoming school events.

Get to know the new Camacho Elementary School campus Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor
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Imagine your home, totally organized! 
Custom Closets, Garage Cabinets 
Home Offices, Pantries, Laundries 
and Hobby Rooms 

40% off any  order of $1000 or more. 
30% off any order of $700 or more.  
Not valid with any other offer.  Free 
installation with any complete unit 

order of $500 or more.  With incoming 
order, at time of purchase only.

40% Off 
Plus Free 

Installation 

Call for a free in home design 
consultation and estimate

512-271-6945    
www.closetsbydesign.com
Licensed & Insured
2015 © All Rights Reserved. Closets by Design, Inc.

Follow us 

CIN

7200 Wyoming Springs | Suite 300 | Round Rock, TX 78681 | www.roundrockderm.com

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT AVAILABLE    512-910-8800

Specializing in general dermatology, 
cancer of the skin and 

complex medical dermatology

Russell Peckham, D.O., FAAD

ANNOUNCING THE ADDITION OF
Weilan Johnson, MD (August 2015)

Advanced skin care...for life

Hosted by the City of Jonestown and US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Live music, nature-themed vendors, fun games and activities for all 
ages, and watch the evening return of these beautiful birds to their 

cistern home in  downtown Jonestown.

GUESS THE NUMBER OF SWIFTS AND WIN A PRIZE!
Swift Fest is located at downtown Jonestown  

just minutes northwest of Austin on Hwy. 1431.

www.swiftfest-jonestown.com  or  call 512-339-9432

Saturday, August 29, 2015
5–10 p.m.

Enjoy music by 
The Jitterbug Vipers (5 pm) 

Deann René (6:30 pm) 
The Better Halves (9 pm)

Compassion, 
convenience,  
and care  
for your  
whole family.

Family First is pleased to welcome Dr. Joe Hillbrick.  
Board certified in family practice, Dr. Hillbrick joins 
Luis Egelsee, M.D., Terri Jones, F.N.P., and Nicole 
Higginbotham, F.N.P., to provide individualized care 
for every stage of life, from infants to seniors. He treats 
a range of chronic conditions, treats everyday illnesses 
and provides preventive care to help keep you and your 
family healthy. Same-day appointments are available, and 
walk-ins are welcome. Dr. Hillbrick accepts most insurance, 
including Medicare, so ask about services your plan may 
cover at no cost to you. 

To schedule an appointment, call 512-528-0432.

JOE HILLBRICK, D.O.

651 North US Highway 183
Suite 110

Leander, TX 78641
FamilyFirstLeander.com

We can help you get the most out of your health insurance.

86161_CEDA_Hillbrick_4_5085x11_25c.indd   1 8/3/15   10:54 AM
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Catalyst Teen 
Center 
Nonprofit aims to help 
youths find their passions

C hris Adams loves creative work. 
The Austinite was part of a theater group 

in middle and high school, but after he grad-
uated he had no creative outlet—until he became 
part of the Catalyst Teen Center in Cedar Park.

The nonprofit aims to help teenagers and young 
adults by providing the means and equipment to pur-
sue their dreams. The center provided Adams with 
a camera and professional advice, and he got started 
on filming, he said. His videos are featured on the 
center’s website, and Adams also runs the film club 
and media department for the center.

“Getting involved with the Catalyst Teen Center 
has given me the opportunity to really seek out 
what my passion is and to actually follow that,” 
Adams said. 

The center developed out of a church youth group 
three years ago, Executive Director Joe Elliott said, 
but morphed into a program to offer classes and 
resources that were not traditional church functions. 
The nonprofit wanted to offer resources and pro-
grams not available within public schools, including 
those that are not affordable for some parents, such 
as music or karate lessons. Teens can take free classes 
such as guitar, film or archery; receive a babysitting 
certificate; or train on “how to survive a zombie 
apocalypse” to learn basic survival skills. 

 CTC also has other programs including intern-
ships and leadership development. Currently the 
programs are mobile and take place in donated 
spaces; however, the CTC is actively fundraising to 
build its own location to host its classes, programs 
and events, Elliott said. 

“We want to encourage kids and help them dis-
cover their purpose,” Program Director Zac Tinney 
said. “If you have a gift, wouldn’t you want to know 
what [it is]? The passion of the teenagers can make a 
difference in their community.”

By Sabine McCalla

NONPROFIT

2006 Hoffman Court 
Cedar Park 
512-736-7059 
www.facebook.com/
catalystteencenter, 
www.catalystteencenter.com 
info@catalystteencenter.com

Catalyst Teen Center

In search of a permanent location
Catalyst Teen Center needs a 3,000-to 4,000-square-
foot space in North Austin or Cedar Park to open a 
permanent location. To be able to do that, the nonprofit 
needs to raise $300,000, Executive Director Joe Elliott 
said. A campaign to raise funds began this May and the 
nonprofit has raised $40,000 as of June 30. CTC partners 
with individuals, businesses and organizations and is 
looking for temporary locations to host its services until a 
permanent location is built. 

Volunteers needed
“We treat volunteers exactly the way we do any teen 
or young adult that comes to the center. … You are 
connecting with us because you want to give back in some 
ways to the next generation, and you don’t know how. 
Maybe you can cook. … Maybe you have administrative 
skills or know about computers. Whatever that skill set is, 
we work within that,” Elliott said.

Nelson Ranch 
Loop

Hoffman Ct.

Lakeline Blvd.

Catalyst Teen Center aims to provide resources to teenagers and young adults in the Cedar Park area to help them pursue their dreams.

The center offers social evenings for teenagers, including live 
music performances.

Archery classes are one of the resources Catalyst Teen Center offers.

Cleaning Completed By 9/30/15        Promo Code: SEP1
asthma & allergy friendly™ Certification applies to Carpet Cleaning service only.

Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other coupons or offers. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 
Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at 
participating locations only. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas.   
  Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.

CARPET CLEANING

PER
ROOM

$33BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET  |  TILE & GROUT  |  HARDWOOD  |  UPHOLSTERY
1-800-STEEMER®  |  stanleysteemer.com
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AUSTIN
DEARING AUTOMOTIVE
10418 N. RM 620 
512-258-1006
www.dearingautomotivetx.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:30 
p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

MOTORMANIA
10208 N. RM 620
512-331-0877 
www.motormaniainc.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
 
QUALTECH AUTOMOTIVE
10815 N. RM 620
512-335-6043
www.qualtechauto.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

LEANDER
D & K AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
10921 E. Crystal Falls Parkway 
512-528-9988
www.dkautorepairs.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

DIESEL TECH SERVICES
10935 E. Crystal Falls Parkway 
512-983-4808
Hours: Mon-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

DRIVER’S EDGE
3510 N. Lakeline Blvd. 
512-982-0834
www.mydriversedge.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

FRIEZE AUTOMOTIVE LLC
410 Municipal Drive, Ste. A-100, 

LEANDER | CEDAR PARK GUIDE TO

Looking for a reliable mechanic? Our guide includes local 
businesses in Austin, Cedar Park and Leander that offer 
automobile repair services. This list is not comprehensive.

KLINGEMANN  
CAR CARE CENTER
1300 W. Whitestone Blvd.
512-336-7402
www.klingemanncarcare.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat. 7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

KWIK KAR AUTOMOTIVE
2801 N. Bell Blvd.  
512-259-8748 
www.kwikkarcedarpark.com
1855 Lakeline Blvd.  
512-249-9777 
www.kwikkarnorthaustin.com
3115 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-260-3131 
www.kwikkar1431.com
Bell hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. 
Lakeline hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.
Whitestone hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 
p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun.  
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

LAMB’S TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE
2620 E. Whitestone Blvd.
512-260-6868 
501 N. Bell Blvd.
512-336-9270 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
www.lambstire.com

Cell Phone and 
Tablet Repair
most repairs same day

Georgetown
Hwy 29, in Wolf Ranch Center 

next to the Vitamin Shoppe 

512.863.4007

Cedar Park
FM 1431, in 1890 Ranch 

in front of Academy, next to Verizon 

512.528.8000

512-259-0887 
www.friezeauto.net
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

CEDAR PARK
1 STOP TIRE & AUTOMOTIVE
2105 N. Bell Blvd. 
512-259-9041  
www.1stop-automotive.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

AAMCO TRANSMISSIONS  
& TOTAL CAR CARE
2409 S. Bell Blvd. 
512-331-4547  
www.aamcocedarparktx.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

ADVANCED AUTOMOTIVE & 
TRANSMISSION
100 Commercial Parkway  
512-331-9858
www.advancedautoandtrans.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

AIKMAN PERFORMANCE TUNING 
AND REPAIR
706 N. Park Circle 
512-382-1732 
www.aikmanperformance.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

AUSTIN’S AUTOMOTIVE  
SPECIALISTS
1915 S. Bell Blvd.
512-982-4028 
www.austinsautomotivespecialists.
com/cedar-park
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

CEDAR PARK TIRE & SERVICE
104 N. Bell Blvd. 
512-335-5093  
www.cedarparktire.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS  
AUTOMOTIVE
906 N. Vista Ridge Blvd. 
512-920-6659 
www.cbac.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

COMPUTER AGE AUTOMOTIVE
701 Cypress Creek Road 
512-331-9302 
www.computerageautomotive.com 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

EAGLE TRANSMISSION  
607 W. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-298-6889 
www.cedarparktransmission.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

ER AUTOMOTIVE
2501 S. Bell Blvd. 
512-335-8863
www.cedarparknorthwestaustinau-
tomechanicandrepairshop.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

EXPRESS OIL CHANGE  
& SERVICE CENTER
200 W. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-257-2121
www.expressoilchangecp.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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LUXURY AUTO WORKS
350 Whitestone Blvd.
512-260-6600
www.luxuryautoworks.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

PAMPERED AUTO CARE
1403 E. Whitestone Blvd.
512-335-3955
www.pamperedautocare.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

QUALITY BROTHERS 
AUTOMOTIVE
2205 N. Bell Blvd.
512-337-5373
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

QUALITY CAR CARE
210 E. New Hope Drive
512-660-4593 
www.qualitycarcarecedarpark.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

TONY’S GARAGE
2101 N. Bell Blvd.
512-775-4331 
www.tonysgarage512.webs.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Sat. 11:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

TRUE AUTO SALES & SERVICE
450 N. Bell Blvd.
512-257-2622
www.trueautoservicecedarparktx.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 p.m.-6 p.m.
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CORRIDOR Compiled by Stephen Burnett

The 1890 Ranch shopping center 
includes several anchor stores as 
well as chain and locally owned 
businesses and restaurants.

Dining

1  Amy’s China Cuisine
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-190 
512-528-9963 
www.amyschinacuisine.com

2  Baskin-Robbins
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-140 
512-986-7593 
www.baskinrobbins.com

3  Buffalo Wild Wings
4710 Toll 183A 
512-528-9030 
www.buffalowildwings.com

4  Carl’s Jr.
1315 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-259-5159 
www.carlsjr.com

5  Cha-Da Thai
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-150 
512-260-4165

6  Chick-fil-A
1325 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-260-9777 
www.chick-fil-a.com 

7  Einstein Bros. Bagels
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-100 
512-259-3985 
www.einsteinbros.com

8  Firehouse Subs
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-340 
512-259-9696 
www.firehousesubs.com

9  Freddy’s Frozen Custard & 
Steakburgers
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-360 
512-259-9292 
www.freddysusa.com

10  GiGi’s Cupcakes
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. J-200 
512-528-5164 
www.gigiscupcakesusa.com

11  The Juice Spot
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-130 
512-832-5533 
www.thejuicespot.com

12  Logan’s Roadhouse
1345 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-259-8500 
www.logansroadhouse.com

13  LongHorn Steakhouse
1469 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-260-1681 
www.longhornsteakhouse.com

14  Mighty Fine Burgers and Fries
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. AC-100 
512-528-5421 
www.mightyfineburgers.com 

15  Qdoba Mexican Grill
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. AC-200
512-528-5573 
www.qdoba.com

16  Rosa’s Cafe Tortilla Factory
1509 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-259-0505 
www.rosascafe.com

17  Rosie’s Pho Asian Noodle
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-100 
512-260-6363

18  Starbucks
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-100 
512-528-0425 
www.starbucks.com

19  Takara Sushi & Asian Bistro
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-140 
512-528-5449 
www.takaraonline.com

20  Teji’s Indian Restaurant 
and Grocery
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-130 
512-456-4519 
www.tejifoods.com

21  Tropical Smoothie Cafe
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-350 
512-259-5472 
www.tropicalsmoothie.com

22  Which Wich
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-180 
512-260-9424 
www.whichwich.com

Entertainment

23  Cinemark
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-160 
512-259-6741 
www.cinemark.com

Fitness

24  Barrett’s ATA Martial Arts
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-160 
512-786-2837 
www.barrettsata.com 

25  Gold’s Gym
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. AB 
512-259-4653 
www.goldsgym.com

26  Pure Bikram Yoga Cedar Park
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-185 
512-810-1858 
www.purebikramyoga.com

Toll 183A and Whitestone Blvd.:   1890 Ranch
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Photos by Stephen Burnett/Community Impact Newspaper

Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center

1431Whitestone Blvd.
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Health and beauty

27  Big Top Dentistry for Kids
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. P-128 
512-259-8888 
www.bigtopdental.com

28  Breeze Salon & Day Spa
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-175 
512-528-9151 
www.breezesalon.com

29  Cedar Park Modern Dentistry
1455 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-127 
512-259-7171 
www.cedarparkmoderndentistry.com

30  Clear Choice Eye Care
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150 
512-260-2273 
www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

31  European Wax Center
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-110 
512-806-0501 
www.waxcenter.com

32  Great Haircuts
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-200 
512-259-6988 
http://greathaircutswhitestone-hub.com  

33  I Spa Nail
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-150 
512-260-7625

34  Jenny Craig Weight Loss Center
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 295 
512-259-1079 
www.jennycraig.com

35  Massage Envy
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-300 
512-337-0000 
www.messageenvy.com

36  Medifast Weight Control Center
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-345 
512-986-4043 
www.cedarpark.medifastcenters.com

37  MedSpring Urgent Care
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. P-100 
512-402-6840 
www.medspring.com

38  Nails & Spa Studio
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-600 
512-260-1887

39  Pigtails & Crewcuts
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-135 
512-259-4353 
www.pigtailsandcrewcuts.com

40  The Salons @ 1890 Ranch
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-500 
512-814-9449 
www.wendyscurlydo.com

41  Sport Clips
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-330 
512-528-9460 
www.sportclips.com

42  Tan It All
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 345 
512-889-9826 
www.tanitall.com

43  Total Nutrition Cedar Park
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-320 
512-986-8920 
www.totalnutritionaustin.com

44  Vent Blotique
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-500 
512-986-7317 
www.ventblotique.com

Retail

45  Academy Sports + Outdoors
1104 C-Bar Ranch Trail 
512-259-6200 
www.academy.com

46  AT&T
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. J-100 
512-528-8170 
www.att.com

47  Bealls
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-100 
512-528-8927 
www.beallsonline.com

48  Charming Charlie
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-400 
512-259-4262 
http://tx.cedarpark.charmingcharlie.com

49  Dollar Tree
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-250 
512-259-0246 
www.dollartree.com 

50  Famous Footwear
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-100 
512-260-5400 
www.famousfootwear.com

51  GNC
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-400 
512-528-1746 
www.gnc.com 

52  Half-Price Books
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-155 
512-259-2851 
www.hpb.com/104 

53  Hemispheres
1501 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. E 
512-260-2086 
www.hemispheres-us.com

54  Hobby Lobby
1501 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. D 
512-528-0144 
www.hobbylobby.com

55  Interstate Batteries All 
Battery Center
1455 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-128 
512-528-8000 
www.interstatebatteries.com 

56  James Avery Jewelry
1455 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-145 
512-528-0898 
www.jamesavery.com

57  Mardel Christian & Education 
Supply
1501 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. F 
512-528-9506 
www.mardel.com

58  Mattress Firm
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. J-300 
512-260-7180 
www.mattressfirm.com 

59  Natural Grocers
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-17 
512-259-3322 
www.naturalgrocers.com

60  Nutrishop
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 235 
512-663-3343 
www.nutrishopusa.com

61  OfficeMax
1105 C-Bar Ranch Trail, Ste. C 
512-259-3809 
www.officedepot.com

62  PetSmart
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S 
512-528-1683 
www.stores.petsmart.com

63  Plato’s Closet
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-145 
512-259-8118 
www.platosclosetcedarpark.com

64  Ross Dress for Less
1501 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. C 
512-528-8305 
www.rossstores.com

65  Target
1101 C-Bar Ranch Trail, Lot 2 
512-456-2933 
www.target.com

66  Verizon Wireless
1455 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-130 
512-260-2524 
www.verizonwireless.com

67  Zale’s Outlet
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-800 
512-259-3957 
www.zales.com

Services

68  Adventure Kids Playcare
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-195 
512-260-5437 
www.adventurekidsplaycare.com

69  BBVA Compass
1455 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-125 
512-259-5753 
www.bbvacompass.com

70  FedEx Office
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-300 
512-528-9690 
http://local.fedex.com

71  Gymboree Play & Music
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-120 
512-259-7529 
www.gymboreeclasses.com 

72  Huntington Learning Center
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-125 
512-986-6013 
www.huntingtonhelps.com

73  Sun Auto Service
1300 Medical Parkway 
512-456-2500 
www.sunautoservice.com

74  Wells Fargo
1425 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
512-260-6060 
www.wellsfargo.com
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Assisted Living Like You’ve Never Seen Before!SM

A Purposeful Life
Anticipating Tomorrow

An Active Life
Enjoying Now

A Connected Life
Exploring Relationships

Have you ever thought of an assisted living community as a place for seniors to grow - a place for them to 
enjoy pursuing passions and deepening family realtionships? 

We do, and that's what makes Legacy At Crystal Falls Assisted Living Like You've Never Seen Before! It’s a 
safe place of detailed care where seniors can be social, and stay physically and mentally active.

1841 Crystal Falls Pkwy
Leander, Texas 78641
LegacyAtCrystalFalls.com
Hello@LegacyAtCrystalFalls.com(512) 487-7049
Cert. # 103459 License # 142324

BEST OF TEXAS LANDSCAPES & IRRIGATION 
512-228-4833

Hire A Contractor 
That You Can Trust!

BestOfTexasLandscapes.com

We Accept Credit Cards and are a memeber of the BBB

Best of Texas
LANDSCAPES

Drainage 
Landscape 

Lighting 
Irrigation

Landscape 
Masonry

Construction

1401 Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Suite 300     Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860     www.lonestardermatology.com

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Joshua Embry, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Laura Lester, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Jessica Scruggs Dorsey, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist/Mohs Surgeon

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Shelby Oliver, LA
Licensed Aesthetician/Certifi ed Laser Technician

Specialized Skin Care 
for the Entire Family

Trust the care of your skin 
to the providers at 

Lone Star Dermatology. 

Combining specialized training 
with advanced treatments to care 

for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to the 

latest advances in acne, eczema, 
psoriasis and skin surgery, 
Lone Star Dermatology is 

here to serve you.
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Pflugerville begins new search for city 
athletic complex site

Changes lead to ‘renewed spirit’

PFLUGERVILLE On June 22 a patch 
of grass at the Pflugerville Little League 
Complex burst into flames during a 
tournament game.

Electricians determined the fire 
was sparked by 480 volts of electricity 
coming from a shorted underground 
wire in the field lighting system, which 
Little League President Michael Owens 
said is in need of repair.

Along with new lights, the com-
plex also needs working scoreboards, 
plumbing system repairs, and more 
space for the 45 baseball and softball 
teams to practice, Owens said.

Pflugerville officials are acutely 
aware of the need for new athletic 
facilities for the city’s growing youth 

and adult sports programs, said Mayor 
Jeff Coleman, adding that he receives 
phone calls about the issue weekly. But 
finding the appropriate location for 
an $11 million sports complex voters 
approved in a 2014 bond election has 
proved complicated. 

The city nearly entered into design 
and construction contract negotiations 
in the spring but withdrew after staff 
and City Council members realized 
the proposed athletic complex location 
at the Randig Tract property off Weiss 
Lane would likely be too small for 
Pflugerville’s expanding population. 

“… We came to the realization we 
really need to start from ground zero 
to identify parcels that we can develop 

GEORGETOWN  Since 
becoming Southwestern 
University president in 2013, 
Edward Burger has overseen 
several changes at the liberal 
arts university, including 
updates to its academic 
affairs and leadership. 

“I’m excited about the con-
fluence and renewed spirit 
I’m seeing … on campus,” 
Burger said. “We are invest-
ing in areas that will increase 
Southwestern’s visibility as 
a singular academic and 
intellectual experience unlike 
anything else in Texas and 
beyond.”

Along with overseeing 
changes to the Paideia 
curriculum and the univer-
sity relations department, 
Burger’s first years in office 
were spent restructuring the 
school’s budget, which had 
been operating at a deficit.

“Because of a lot of very 
difficult decisions that were 
made by president Burger, 
the senior leadership and our 
trustees, the budgetary issues 
have been resolved,” said 
Paul Secord, vice president 
of university relations. “Even 
during the times of budgetary 
shortfalls we weren’t a failing 
university. We were spending 
more money than we had, 
and you can’t do that for very 
long without getting yourself 
into trouble.”

Secord joined the univer-
sity June 1.

 At the end of the 2012-13 
school year the university 
had a structural operating 
budget deficit. Burger said 
during his first year he 
focused on learning about 
the university’s budget and 
identifying ways to correct 
issues that led to the deficit.

In 2014 the university cut 
11 positions, including some 
unfilled positions, and began 
restructuring departments 
to help move forward with 
achieving goals set in its 
10-year strategic plan adopted 
in the 2010-11 school year, 
Burger said. The restruc-
turing included moving the 
university’s marketing and 
media relations functions out 
of university relations and 
into its own department. 

Secord said his focus is 
on expanding fundraising 
efforts for the university and 
outlining the strategic goals 
of his revamped department. 
The department’s purpose 
is to support and advance 
the rest of the university 
including the engagement of 
alumni, parents and friends, 
he said.
Full story by Beth Wade

TOP STORIES

by the numbers 2014-15
Southwestern

graduates 
had Latin 
honors

79

1,538

Design by Cierra Aiken

The average 
student 

GPA was 

2.945

of the class of 2014  
still lives in Texas

86%

99%
of incoming students received 

need-based and/or merit  
financial aid

hours of  
community 

service

15,726

students 
participated 

in at least one 
internship

124

of students lived 
on campus

77% 

Southwestern

students 
were 

enrolled 

Students completed 

2014-2015 Year in review
• Southwestern senior Antonio Lopez was 

named an American Chemical Society 
Scholar for the 2014-15 academic year.

• Southwestern’s women’s basketball team 
won the Southern Collegiate Athletic Con-

ference championship and earned its first 
trip to the NCAA national tournament since 
the 1997-98 season.

• Of students who graduated in 2014, 70 
percent are employed, and 22 percent are 
attending graduate or professional school 
or are involved in advanced coursework.

• 

• The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency recognized Southwestern as 
the 2014-15 Individual Conference 
Champion of the College & University 
Green Power Challenge for using more 
green power than any other school in 
the SCAC for the fifth year in a row.

• Southwestern University celebrated the 
175th anniversary of its 1840 charter Feb. 5.

• In 2014, Southwestern was ranked No. 8 in 
the country and first in Texas for Best Career 
Services, according to the  
Princeton Review.

Pflugerville Little League is self-funded and has 45 baseball and softball teams. The league’s com-
plex off Immanuel Road needs repairs and more practice space, league officials said.
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for athletic facilities,” Mayor Pro Tem 
Wayne Cooper said. 

To give local sports leagues immediate 
relief while the search continues for a 
site, City Council approved a  

$1.4 million set of practice fields near 
the city’s water treatment plant off Weiss 
Lane in May. The fields could be ready 
for use by fall 2016.  
Full story by Emilie Shaughnessy
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Come see  

our giant 

WATERSLIDES  
today, kids 

 love ‘em!
PRICED FROM THE $200s - $700s

SANTARITARANCHAUSTIN.COM  I  512.201.8575
 

DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES 
$358,563

HIGHLAND HOMES
$357,900

SCOTT FELDER HOMES
$454,990

LIFE’S A SPLASH
at Santa Rita Ranch

Santa Rita Ranch has move in ready homes for the summer. If you buy before  

August 31 you’ll be able to enjoy the Ranch House pool, two 2-story water slides,  

kids splash park and many more this summer. Stop by today to learn more.

SLIDE INTO 
MOVE IN 

READY HOMES

ENJOY THE RANCH HOUSE POOL AND WATERSLIDES NOW OPEN!

Compassionate, full-time licensed staff  available 24 hours.
Serving all religions and lifestyles.

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS, 
WE ARE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US

ROUND ROCK 
512-244-3772

PFLUGERVILLE/HUTTO 
512-251-3500

CEDAR PARK/LEANDER 
512-259-1610

www.beckchapels.com

LIBERTY HILL
512-778-5300

MENTION THIS AD FOR 5% SAVINGS ON A PRE-ARRANGEMENT

ASK ABOUT ALL VETERAN 
BENEFITS AVAILABLE

Lowest 
price of any 

national 
chain

MOTEL 6 CEDAR PARK AMMENITIES:

Free expanded cable • Guest laundry • Free morning coffee and local calls
Free WiFi • Indoor pool • Pets welcome • Kids under 18 stay free*

Extended stay suites with kitchenettes available
*when accompanied by a parent

MOTEL 6 CEDAR PARK
800 Arrow Point Dr.  Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.3233  
www.motel6cedarpark.com
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DINING

AUSTIN An Austin staple with 
Central Texas roots is offering 
residents near Mesa Drive a new 
way to enjoy its signature dishes. 

The newest DoubleDave’s Pizza-
works at 8108 Mesa Drive opened 
May 15 featuring a lounge area with a 
fireplace, a patio and a bar. Co-owner 
Joshua Smith said business is getting 
better every day.

Flat-screen televisions dot the 
walls, and Smith said he plans to 
make the restaurant a hotspot during 
football season. A corner bar offers 
an eight-tap selection with seven 
local brews.

“This is the only DoubleDave’s in 
Austin that has a bar,” Smith said.

The restaurant has daily happy 
hour from 3-7 p.m. and offers $1 off 
pints and glasses of wine. 

Smith said he hopes to start host-
ing beer tastings and trivia nights.
Full story by Kara Nuzback

DoubleDave’s 
Pizzaworks

Mothership Books 
and Games
AUSTIN Lauren Akamine’s home 
away from home is Mothership 
Books and Games in North Austin. 
To her it is a place for gamers to play 
socially—a Cheers without the bar.

“Growing up in the ’80s and ’90s, 
nerds weren’t cool,” Akamine said. 
“Now the nerdier you are the cooler 
you are. [Mothership is] a haven for 
nerds; we celebrate nerdom.”

Mothership is a social gaming cen-
ter with tables for board and tabletop 
game play and 20 computer bays 
for online gaming such as “League 
of Legends” and “Counter-Strike.” 
Computer play starts at $3 an hour or 
$15 for a day pass with other packages 
available. Akamine said the store has 
more than 30 preloaded games, and 
Mothership’s computers have top-of-
the-line graphics and hardware for 
optimal play.

Mothership also offers free open 

play in which anyone can come in and 
play a game from the store’s library 
or purchase a game to play. Akamine 
said customers can buy snacks or have 
food delivered to Mothership.

“It’s about bringing people together 
who share common interests,” Aka-
mine said.
Full story by Amy Denney
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BUSINESS

Metric 
Blvd.

Parmer Ln.

MoPac

2121 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 119
512-291-7399
www.mothershipatx.com
Hours: daily 1 p.m.-midnight

Mesa Dr.

Chisholm 
Trail Rd.

A

183

45
TOLL

MoPac

35

Metric Blvd.

B

C

D

A  8108 Mesa Drive, Ste. C100
512-345-3283
www.doubledaves.com
Hours: daily 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

B  11900 Metric Blvd., Ste. F
512-719-3283
www.doubledaves.com
Hours: daily 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

C  2300 Chisholm Trail
512-246-7200
www.doubledaves.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

D  13343 N. US 183, Ste. 240
512-918-3283
www.doubledaves.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

ThermaSol

George’s On The Town

ROUND ROCK Mitchell Altman, 
owner and CEO of ThermaSol, 
said he has a passion for bring-
ing an environmentally friendly, 
luxury experience to people in 
the comfort of their homes. 

ThermaSol sells home-based steam 
showers and also offers accessories to 
enhance the steam shower generators, 
such as sound systems and fog-free 
mirrors. 

Selling an environmentally friendly 
product is important to Altman, he 
said. Altman said his product can help 
save water because people who take 
a steam shower will probably spend 
less time bathing, as they are already 
refreshed from their steam shower. 

ThermaSol moved its headquarters 
from California to Round Rock last 
year after an incentive agreement 
helped bring the company to the city. 

ThermaSol is working out of a tem-
porary factory in Round Rock while 
the construction of the permanent 

facility is underway. Altman also pur-
chased a plot of land across the street 
from the permanent facility, which 
will soon be a business park, hous-
ing the new ThermaSol factory and 
leasing to other businesses. 
Full story by Kirsten Peek

GEORGETOWN After six months 
in business, George’s On The Town’s 
management is already looking for 
ways to expand the casual restaurant. 

In June the restaurant added weekend 
lunch hours, which could be extended 
to include lunch throughout the week, 
General Manager Donnie Damuth said. 

“We do have plans to do some type 
of brunch on the weekends,” he said. 
“Whether it be a four- or five-item or 
more elaborate menu, we haven’t nailed 
that down yet, but we are working on 
that currently.”

The menu includes flatbreads, burg-
ers, salads, fish and steaks. However, 
Ed Sadler, Stockade Companies direc-
tor of research and development, said 
the most popular items with diners 
include the BBQ Platter, which includes 
baby back ribs, roasted chicken, a 
black pepper link sausage, house tater 
tots and appleslaw; and the flat-iron 
pork—ancho-seasoned, wood-fire-
grilled pork over cilantro lime rice with 
Mexican street corn drizzled with a 
chili lime aioli and Cotija cheese.

The restaurant also features a full 
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1958 Steam Way
800-776-0711
www.thermasol.com

35

M
ay

s 
S

t.

Old Settlers Blvd. Steam Way

35

Rivery Dr.

708 S. I-35
512-868-1706
www.georgesonthetowntx.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 4-11 p.m., Fri.  
4 p.m.-midnight, Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight, 
Sun. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

bar with 31 beers on draft, a cask-con-
ditioned beer, 65 wines and specialty 
cocktails, including the Gtown Man-
hattan, George’s Texas Tini and the 
Good Thyme Lemon Drop.

Full story by Beth Wade
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Seniors
Continued from | 1

are planning more senior lux-
ury apartment communities 
and memory-care facilities in 
Cedar Park and Leander. But 
some senior residents said they 
are finding fewer non-luxury 
living options, such as apart-
ments that do not have on-site 
health care options and allow 
residents independent living.

In Cedar Park, Mayor Matt 
Powell said city leaders can 
welcome new senior residents.

“As we’re watching our 
demographics shift here in 
Cedar Park, you can’t offer this 
sort of quality of life and not 
expect people to want to move 
here,” Powell said July 9.

Few apartments available
Skye Senior Living Exec-

utive Director Brad Rowe 
said the builder is one of 
many developers that are 
anticipating the region’s 
multiplying demands for  
senior housing.

“We’re seeing a lot of 

residential growth, especially 
around Crystal Falls, in all of 
the [SH] 29 corridor west of 
Georgetown,” he said. “Central 
Texas is obviously one of the 
fastest-growing areas in the 
United States due to the strong 
economy here. I think this nat-
urally means as more and more 
people move here, they’re also 
going to bring their senior 
loved ones for care.”

Nichole Gess, assistant 
property manager with The 
Ranch at Cedar Park Senior 
Apartments—an age-restricted 

affordable housing apartment 
complex with staffers who 
organize activities—said she 
sees higher demand than the 
apartment complex can meet.

“If I could invest in one thing 
right now in this area, it would 
be senior housing,” Gess said. 
“[Because of demand] we do 
no marketing—zero. And peo-
ple are coming in, in droves, 
wanting affordable housing.”

Some seniors said they had 
unexpected difficulty afford-
ing luxury apartment liv-
ing because of rising rent or 

medical bills. They might wait 
for months to find a non-lux-
ury apartment they can afford 
in an age-restricted commu-
nity.

For example, at The Ranch at 
Cedar Park all apartments are 
full and the interest list is seven 
pages long, Gess said. 

“There’s about 40 to 45 
names on each page,” Gess 
said. “We’re looking at a min-
imum of 12 to 14 months out, 
and that’s almost a best-case 
scenario. I am shocked at how 
in-demand this is and by the 

Construction 
could start in

 2016

Construction 
could start in

 2016

Facility to open in

 spring 2016
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Source: Texas State Data Center/Community Impact Newspaper
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Seniors are outpacing

 all other age groups 
moving to Williamson County.

The number of residents age 65 
and older increased by 3.44 percent.

The same age group increased by 
4.15 percent.

Williamson’s senior population growth will 

increase by 4.26 percent.

Other population age groups will only 

grow by about 0.22 percent.

54

In Cedar Park developers have proposed 
additional senior housing that could begin 
building in 2016, and in Leander another 

apartment complex will open in spring 2016.

In June, Pohl Partners Real Estate Group 
proposed two senior communities on Juliette 
Way in Cedar Park. Both sites for the proposed 
senior housing are intended for business or 
office uses, according to the city’s land-
use map. But Cedar Park City Council 
approved the developer’s two petitions to 
amend the land-use map for residential 
use. On July 9, Pohl Partners agent 
Jennie Braasch said the projects will 
attract residents and support businesses.

“Residents [will] want to walk to the retail,” she 
said. “They want to be where the action is.”

Cedar Park Mayor Matt Powell said the 
apartments could meet the city’s needs.

“It’s bringing density to help support a retail 
development in that area,” Powell said July 
9. “It will certainly be a shot in the arm for 
the Randalls [grocery store] and the new 
[developments] that are going in around it.”

In Leander, Merritt Communities is building 
Skye Senior Living, which will open in spring 
2016. Executive Director Brad Rowe said 
the development caters to people who 
have fewer health care needs and want to 
be active in their community.

“We already have 300 inquiries,” he said. 
“Six people have put deposits down on 
[apartments].”

Sources: City of Cedar Park, Merritt Communities, Pohl Partners Real Estate Group/Community Impact Newspaper
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“ ” 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734

At Vibra, we take a multidisciplinary approach to 
manage your care and provide the highest quality 
of any inpatient rehab hospital. 
• Medical Case Management
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapists

Our goal is your goal... rehabilitation, regaining function, mobility 
and independence so you can return to your life again!

• Certifi ed Rehab Nursing
• Highest Nurse-to-Patient Ratio
• Team of physicians providing the daily medical attention you deserve

Join our monthly support groups:

Parkinson’s Support Group
1st Tuesday of every month at 2pm

“Brainwaves” Lake Travis 
Stroke Support Group
2nd Thursday of every month at 2pm

Pre-Hab Class for Total Joint 
Replacements
Mentally and physically prepare. 
Meetings every Wednesday at 2pm.

Phone: 512.263.4500 • www.vrhlaketravis.com
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lack [of availability] in the 
area. And there are other com-
munities in surrounding areas 
just like our property, or very 
similar to our property, and 
they all have waiting lists, too.”

Austin resident Nancy 
Coconate said she and her 
mother had to wait about four 
months before her mother 
could rent an apartment at The 
Ranch. In 2008, Coconate and 
her husband retired and moved 
from Hawaii to a house in the 
Avery Ranch neighborhood. 
Her mother lived in Arizona, 

but Coconate said she wanted 
to move her mother closer.

They considered several 
luxury housing options in 
Central Texas, but they found 
the rental rates to be too 
high—sometimes $5,000 to 
$6,000 a month, Coconate 
said. Now Coconate is able to 
visit her mother each day at 
the less-expensive apartment,  
she said.

“The Ranch here for mom is 
like a 10-minute drive for me, 
so if she needs anything, I’m 
close by,” Coconate said.

Senior community perks
Seniors in luxury apart-

ments may not need to venture 
outside their communities for 
amenities. Lakeline Oaks, for 
example, has on-site meals, an 
in-house hairstylist, a movie 
theater and on-site health care. 

Chuck Schmitz said he and 
his wife have all they need in 
the community, but they occa-
sionally shop for groceries 
or drive to doctors’ offices in 
Cedar Park.

“We have a car, and we 
go out maybe twice a week,” 

Chuck Schmitz said.
Sometimes the couple sam-

ples nearby restaurants. They 
said they have also attended a 
church as well as found shop-
ping opportunities in Cedar 
Park and at Lakeline Mall in 
Austin. Their daughter has 
helped introduce them to their 
new community, they said.

Bret and Julie Cain, resident 
managers with Lakeline Oaks 
parent company Resort Life-
style Communities, said they 
estimate about 80 percent of 
their residents moved to Cedar 

Park from outside of Texas.
“When we moved here I 

expected everyone to say, 
‘We’re Texans!’” Bret Cain said. 
“[But] a lot of our folks moved 
here from other states because 
their kids [were here] and 
because of the business growth 
of the area.”

What kind of resources do you think 
Cedar Park and Leander need to 
accommodate seniors?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/lcp-poll.

US MEMORY 
CARE

Cedar Park has four memory-care 
facilities designed for seniors 
with Alzheimer’s disease or 

dementia. A fifth memory-care center, U.S. 
Memory Care, will hold a grand opening 
Sept. 24.

Sales and Marketing Director Patricia 
Bardole said the facility is modeled 
after memory-care communities in The 
Netherlands, including a common area for 
residents to gather for activities.

“We will offer more vibrant, active hobbies 
for them to engage in, such as flower 
arrangement, sculpting and non-baking 
cooking classes,” Bardole said.

The new facility is located at 800 C-Bar 
Ranch Trail and will host 75 residents 
divided into three building wings of 25 
residents each, with each wing servicing 
a different level of memory care, Bardole 
said. The sections have identical or similar 
layouts of hallways as well as a common 
dining and living areas so residents can be 
moved comfortably from one wing to the 
next level of care, she said.

“It’s more like a home,” Bardole said. “We 
don’t have a big cafeteria or dining area. … 
Our residents can go outside freely. There’s 
no code or lock [on the doors]. It’s more of 
a home setting.”

Executive Director Beth Bunch said 
memory-care centers support an increasing 
local need. Residents are not only drawn to 
family in the area or low living expenses, but 
also to the health care available in Austin 
and increasingly available in Cedar Park and 
other areas north of Austin.

Three residents—one from Cedar Park 
and two from Round Rock—moved to U.S. 
Memory Care in late July. After receiving a 
state license, the facility will add more new 
residents, Bardole said.

Opening in September, U.S. Memory Care on C-Bar Ranch Trail 
features an open hallway lined with decorated shop fronts. Each 

one is a room for resident activities.

The facility will have 75 residents divided across three 
different wings, each one hosting residents who require a 

specific level of memory care.

Cottonwood  
Creek Trl.

Whitestone Blvd.
C-Bar Ranch Trl.
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“ ” 2000 Medical Drive • Lakeway, TX 78734

At Vibra, we take a multidisciplinary approach to 
manage your care and provide the highest quality 
of any inpatient rehab hospital. 
• Medical Case Management
• Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapists

Our goal is your goal... rehabilitation, regaining function, mobility 
and independence so you can return to your life again!

• Certifi ed Rehab Nursing
• Highest Nurse-to-Patient Ratio
• Team of physicians providing the daily medical attention you deserve

Join our monthly support groups:

Parkinson’s Support Group
1st Tuesday of every month at 2pm

“Brainwaves” Lake Travis 
Stroke Support Group
2nd Thursday of every month at 2pm

Pre-Hab Class for Total Joint 
Replacements
Mentally and physically prepare. 
Meetings every Wednesday at 2pm.

Phone: 512.263.4500 • www.vrhlaketravis.com

Medical Pkwy.
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FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Why First Texas Bank?
“The ESD appreciates the professionalism and excellent 

customer service we receive from First Texas Bank.”

The Williamson County ESD No. 4 team pictured with 
their First Texas Bank team: Melissa Barhydt and Alma Jellison

10526 W. PARMER LANE

BLONDEFAITHSALON.COM

512 .467 .47 17

57 Licensed Assisted Living and 36 Licensed Skilled Nursing  

Assisted Living at its finest we're a perfect blend of lifestyle convenience 
and wellness support.  It takes enormous effort by a team of dedicated 
professionals to earn the greatest of attributes—your trust. 

Spacious studio, one bedroom, one bedroom deluxe 
And two bedroom apartments 

Full-service restaurant-style dining 
Flat-screen TV in every apartment 

Walk-in shower with bench 
Fully equipped fitness center 

Theatre-style entertainment room 
Beauty Salons 

Individualized care services 
Skilled Nursing State-Of-The-Art facility located in the heart of Cedar 
Park.  We are dedicated to providing residents with an enriching experi-
ence while improving their health and quality of life. 
MEDICAL SERVICES:   THERAPY SERVICES: 
Medicare Certified   In-House Therapy Team 
Skilled Nursing (SNF)   Physical Therapy 
Medicaid Certified   Occupational Therapy 
Respite Care    Speech Therapy 
Hospice Care  `  I.V. Therapy 
Palliative Care Program   Wound Care Program  

Alzheimer’s Special Care at Cedar Ridge is specifically designed to care 
for individuals with Alzheimer’s Disease and memory loss.  We are de-
termined to enhance both your loved one and your life to take one step 
at a time in their individual needs with interaction from specialty 
trained caregivers. 

 

24—Hour Licensed Nursing Care 

Respite and Day Care Available 

Personalized Assistance 

Family Education and Support 

Social/Recreation Activities 

Specially Trained Caregivers 

 

 

 

 

No matter how needs might change, residents know they will receive a 
full continuum of quality care from Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing and 
Memory Care all onsite.  Call today for your Complimentary tour! 

2200 S. Lakeline Blvd, Cedar Park      512-219-0200 2100 S. Lakeline Blvd, Cedar Park      512-258-5157 

    Continuum of Care  
License: SNF 139609, AL 139013, Memory Care 133792 
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Legal
Continued from | 1

A

TRIAL TO

REMEMBER

Michael Morton was convicted for the mur-
der of his wife, Christine, in 1987 in Round 
Rock. He served nearly 25 years before DNA 
evidence proved his innocence. 

During the investigation, a Williamson County 
judge ordered District Attorney Ken Anderson 
to provide the defense with any information 
that could prove Morton’s innocence, though 
Anderson said none was found. 

Morton requested DNA testing on several 

Top 5  
states 
for exonerations

Since 1989, 1,614 people in the United 
States have been exonerated for crimes 
they did not commit, according to the Na-
tional Registry of Exonerations. Of those, 
official misconduct, or wrongful actions 
by government officials that contributed 
to the conviction, was a contributing 
factor in 738 cases. 

Prior to the Michael Morton Act, the 
Williamson County Attorney and District 
Attorney’s offices had no established 
positions to track evidence. 

items from the crime scene while in prison, 
which was repeatedly denied by the next 
district attorney, John Bradley. The 3rd 
Court of Appeals in Austin granted DNA 
testing in 2011, and Bradley was ordered 
to provide Morton’s defense team with the 
investigative reports. For the first time his 
lawyers learned about evidence, including 
a blood-stained bandana, descriptions 
of a man in a green van parked near the 
Morton house, and Morton’s 3-year-old son 
describing a “monster.”

The DNA on the bandana did not match 
Morton, and he was released from prison 
Oct. 4, 2011. He was declared innocent 
Oct. 12. 

In 2012, Anderson was found in contempt 
of court after withholding evidence in 
1987 the judge had ordered released. He 
served 10 days in jail. 

206
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154
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152
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Sources: Williamson County Attorney’s and District Attorney’s offices, National Registry of Exonera-
tions, Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Association/Community Impact Newspaper

Morton Act went into effect  

Jan. 1, 2014

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

MICHIGAN
55

CHANGE

8,955

35,048

14,910
to date

2013 2014 2015

County attorney

10,000
misdemeanor  
cases per year

2,400 
felony cases  

per year

Evidence 
turnaround in  

3 weeks

Evidence  
turnaround in  

48 to 72 hours

2.5
evidence  
staffers

District attorney

5
evidence 
staffers

A legal 

The cost to the County Attorney’s 
office totaled roughly $150,000

Evidence
logged

Design by Cierra Aiken

Michael Morton Act changes:

1. Requires the defense have 
access to all evidence items if 
a timely request is submitted

4. Both sides must acknowledge 
the receipt of all information in 
writing or on the record before the 
trial or plea bargain phase

3. The state must electroni-
cally record or document all 
information provided to the 
defense

2. Prosecutors have a legal duty 
to provide favorable evidence to 
the defense

director of the Texas Center for 
Actual Innocence at The Univer-
sity of Texas School of Law. 

“The hope is that we get more 
information on the front end, 
cases are better litigated at the 
trial stage and we’re not having 
to undo them in post-convic-
tion,” she said. 

WilCo recognized
A study by the Texas Criminal 

Defense Lawyers Association 
released in March found the 
changes resulting from the Mor-
ton Act had a financial impact 
on many jurisdictions, though it 
was smaller in counties that had 
already moved toward electroni-
cally documenting evidence. 

Both prosecutors and defense 
attorneys surveyed in the study 
praised the Williamson County 
Attorney’s Office for its steps 
taken to comply with the act. The 
county created a computerized 
log to show when evidence was 
available and if defense attor-
neys received it, and the office 
also chose to include all the evi-
dence in cases, not just evidence 
deemed favorable, County Attor-
ney Dee Hobbs said. 

The office began moving 
toward the open file system years 
before the act went into effect, 
which reduced the burden of 
complying all at once, Hobbs 
said. In 2011 the office went 
paperless, and leaders met with 
law enforcement offices to dis-
cuss the new system for evidence.   

According to Williamson 
County data, the county attor-
ney’s office has spent about 
$150,000 to date on new 

equipment such as computers, 
software and DVD burners as 
well as hiring additional staff. 

“There are a lot of expenses, 
but they’re all expenses moving 
the ball forward,” Hobbs said. 

The amount of evidence logged 
by the county has already grown 
since the act went into effect in 
2014—the County Attorney’s 
Office Evidence Division logged 
35,048 pieces of media in 2014 
compared with 8,955 in 2013. 
As of mid-June the division has 
logged 14,910 pieces in 2015.  

Hobbs said the biggest change 
has been the time required to 
document evidence. The office 
must now log all media evidence 
received from police agencies, 
copy the media onto discs for 
defense attorneys, and convert 
and redact audio and video evi-
dence for trials. 

Law enforcement officers in 
Georgetown and the Williamson 
County Sheriff ’s Office said the 
move to digital has increased the 
collection of evidence, though 
both said the offices have been 
providing all relevant evidence 
prior to the Morton Act. 

“Before [the act], after so many 
days, we were getting rid of stuff; 
if it wasn’t evidence it would just 
go away,” Georgetown Police 
Chief Wayne Nero said. “But with 
Morton, if it has any evidentiary 
value, you have to keep it. And 
the more evidence we collect, 
the more the county and defense 
attorneys have to look at.”

Per the act, the prosecution 
must electronically document all 
relevant evidence, and both the 
prosecution and defense must 
acknowledge receiving the infor-
mation before the trial or plea 
bargain phase. So if a defense 

attorney with an upcoming trial 
date requests evidence, Hobbs 
said other cases could be pushed 
back, which could come at a 
cost. Housing an inmate in the 
Williamson County Jail is about 
$160 a day, he said.

“We’re 100 percent on board 
with the ideology of the act—
that’s why we had an open file 
policy before anybody told us 
that we needed to,” Hobbs said. 
“But logistically speaking, how 
do you keep from bogging down 
the system?”

The Williamson County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, which 
handles the majority of fel-
ony cases in the county, is also 
affected. The office handles about 
2,400 felony cases per year, but 
the amount of evidence included 
is typically more than the County 
Attorney’s Office, evidence clerk 
Paul Davis said. The volume 
means turnaround time takes 
about three weeks, whereas the 
county attorney’s office typi-
cally takes less than three days. 

Davis’ office now has two 
full-time employees and one 
part-time employee. He said he 
hopes the county will approve 
two more positions for the divi-
sion, which could lower the 
turnaround time for evidence 
to two weeks. 

“When we’re talking about 
prosecuting violent crime and 
making sure that the wrong 
person isn’t convicted ever 
again, I just don’t think you 
can put too high of a price on 
that,” Davis said. “I think that 

it’s worth the money.”

Reeling from old policies
Although the TCDLA study 

said more evidence is being pro-
vided to prosecutors and defense 
attorneys than before, Davis said 
he believes defense attorneys in 
Williamson County are just now 
realizing they can request infor-
mation. 

Prior to the act, Texas prose-
cutors were not legally required 
to open their evidence files to 
the defense in a criminal pros-
ecution with a few exceptions, 
Davis said. Williamson County 
District Attorney Jana Duty 
implemented an open file policy 
when she was county attorney in 
2005 and moved the policy to the 
district attorney’s office in 2013.

“I think a number of defense 
attorneys didn’t realize we had an 
open file policy from the begin-
ning of 2013 to 2014, just based 
on the number of people that 
were asking for discovery,” Davis 
said. “I think they had all been 
conditioned by the past to not 
even ask, to not bother.” 

Although many jurisdictions 
have had open file policies for 
years, some defense attorneys 

may not see a difference in the 
amount of evidence they receive 
as a result of the Morton Act, said 
Rob Kepple, executive director of 
the Texas District and County 
Attorneys Association. However, 
one change may impact the pros-
ecution.  

“The benefit from [the pros-
ecution’s] side is no longer will 
the defense claim that they hid 
something,” he said. “So that may 
pay off greatly for prosecutors.” 

Kepple said complying with 
the Michael Morton Act has been 
the most difficult for larger juris-
dictions with a high volume of 
cases. The TCDLA study found 
counties still operating under a 
largely paper-based system were 
hit the hardest.  

Davis said although the 
act has presented William-
son County with challenges, it 
encourages prosecutors to not 
just seek convictions, but to 
ensure justice is served.  

“The Morton Act is very 
expensive, but I think it’s worth 
the cost,” he said.
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CLOSING COST PLUS ONE YEAR NO HOA DUES INCENTIVE (collectively, “Promotion”): Promotion valid on new home contracts entered into as of 6/1/15 - 8/31/15  (“Promotion Period”) for the purchase of eligible Inventory/Move-In Ready homes  at Taylor Morrison’s 
Austin area communities only if qualified buyer utilizes Seller’s affiliated lender Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, NMLS #149227, TX: # 149227 (“TMHF” or “Approved Lender”) during the Promotion Period and closes on or before 12-18-15. Buyer is not required to 
finance through Approved Lender to purchase a home; however, buyer must use Approved Lender to receive this limited time promotion. Services not available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change without notice.  *CLOSING COST 
INCENTIVE: In addition to the standard closing cost contributions provided in the Purchase Agreement to buyers using Approved Lender, Seller will pay all additional Closing Costs at Closing to the extent applicable, excluding discount points or pre-paid items, which 
contributions will vary depending on the eligible home selected and other restrictions described below. Total closing cost contribution credited at closing and subject to Seller’s contribution limitations based on mortgage program and loan to value guidelines that are 
outside of Seller’s control. All loans are subject to underwriting and loan qualification of the lender. ** ONE YEAR NO HOA DUES: Closing credit equal to up to 12 x current monthly base assessment calculated as of the Purchase Agreement Date for Master Association 
and any additional sub association (if applicable) and subject to the maximum allowed by Buyer’s lender. Any unused amount will be forfeited. Homeowner solely responsible for actual payment of Association assessments and fees, and any fees or assessments beyond 
the total credit. Limited time offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All incentives, pricing, availability and plans subject to change or delay without notice, and pricing may not include options, upgrades and lot or elevation premiums. Additional 
licensing or other financing details regarding TMHF may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/finance. Please see a Taylor Morrison sales associate and your purchase agreement for community-specific details or visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. 
© July, 2015, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Move-In Ready Homes are waiting for you at Taylor Morrison communities 

across Austin. Looking for that perfect home to get into before summer 

arrives? Visit one of our more than 15 Austin area communities today and tour 

our move-in ready homes. We can help you find your happy place, faster.

Find your happiness at  TAYLORMORRISON.COM

L E A N D E R   |   L A K E W AY   |   R O U N D  R O C K   |   B E E  C A V E   |   A U S T I N 

TAYLOR MORRISON WANTS TO HELP YOU

FIND YOUR HAPPY  PLACE, FASTER

on Move In Ready Homes Purchased before August 31st, 
2015 when you use Taylor Morrison Home Funding.

Take advantage of  

PAID CLOSING COSTS!*    

Plus, you’ll have your  

HOA DUES PAID  
FOR 1 FULL YEAR**  

Pediatric & Adult Medicine • Well-Child and Adult Physicals
Allergy Testi ng & Shots • Diabetes & Hypertension Care

Heart Disease & Thyroid Care • ADD & ADHD Care
Well-Woman & Gynecologic Exams

Comprehensive medical care for your enti re family: 
Newborns, Children, Adolescents as well as Men and Women of all ages

Karin Perez, PNP 
Pediatrics

Karin Perez, PNP Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in 
Internal Medicine

Roya Azadi, MDSohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed 

in Pediatrics

709  Bagdad Road. Leander, TX 78641   |   (512) 260 - 0101
www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

Avicenna 
Medical Center



Cedar Park | Leander Edition • August 2015 59

183

183

183A
TOLL

29

620

78641

78726

78717
78613

Neighborhood Data provided by 
Romeo Manzanilla 

Realty Austin 
512-600-9366 

romeo@realtyaustin.com

REAL ESTATE

This month’s featured neighborhood is 
Forest Oaks, located northeast of the 
intersection of Brushy Creek Road and 
Toll 183A in southern Cedar Park. The 
completed neighborhood is within a 
short drive of restaurants and shopping 
on Bell Boulevard in Cedar Park as well 
as Northwest Austin attractions such as 
Lakeline Mall. Forest Oaks Park lies east of 
the neighborhood.

Forest Oaks, Cedar Park

619 S. Lynnwood Trail  $450,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath  4,040 sq. ft.
Agent: Chuma Jerome 
Private Label Realty  512-423-5507

1302 Walnut Cove  $249,999

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  3,330 sq. ft.
Agent: Kelly Thate 
Realty Austin  512-750-5777

909 Peyton Place  $229,000

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath  1,788 sq. ft.
Agent: Charles Stephens 
Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-287-9304

900 Tallow Trail  $269,500

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,207 sq. ft.
Agent: Laura McGonigal 
Keller Williams Realty-Round Rock 512-241-1496

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 08/11/15

Build-out year: 2010
Builders include: D.R. Horton, Gehan Homes, Legacy 
Housing, Meritage Homes, Morrison Homes, Newmark 
Homes, Ryland Homes
Square footage: 1,236-4,040
Home values: $196,500-$450,000
HOA dues (estimated): $360 per year
Amenities: clubhouse, community outdoor swimming 
pool, Forest Oaks Park with playground, sport courts
Schools: Charlotte Cox Elementary School, Artie L. Henry 
Middle School, Vista Ridge High School
Property taxes (in dollars):
Leander ISD 1.511870
City of Cedar Park 0.485000
Williamson County 0.446529
Austin Community College 0.094200
Williamson County RM/FD 0.040000
Upper Brushy Creek WC&ID 0.020000
Total (per $100 value) 2.597599

11

Homes on 
the market*

$7,013

Median annual 
property taxes

$270,000

Median 
home value

25

Average days on 
the market*

18

Homes under 
contract*

$127

Median price 
per square foot

S
te

ph
en

 B
ur

ne
tt

/C
om

m
un

ity
 Im

pa
ct

 N
ew

sp
ap

er

Market Data
On the market  (July 2015)

Price 78613 78641 78717 78726

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

–

Median price of homes sold  July 2014 vs.  July 2015

+6%

+11%

+5%

+12%

Austin: 4544 South Lamar Blvd., Suite 700, (512) 834-4141 | Buda: 181 Cimarron Park Loop, Suite A, (512) 834-4141 | Cedar Park: 500 West Whitestone Blvd., Suite 250, (512) 834-4141 | Marble Falls: 1707 Highway 1431 West, (830) 201-4091

Austin • Buda • Cedar Park 
(512) 834-4141

Marble Falls 
(830) 201-4091

Toll Free 
(855) 276-7246

www.BalconesPain.com
Most insurance accepted 

including MedicareBryan Skulpoonkitti, D.O.

Meet the Doctors and Team 
Enjoy Door Prizes and Refreshments!

BALCONES PAIN CONSULTANTS INVITES YOU 
TO OUR CEDAR PARK OFFICE FOR A RIBBON 

CUTTING AND OPEN HOUSE!

500 West Whitestone Blvd., Suite 250
September 17th, 4-7pm

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78613 78641 78717 78726

$149,999 or less 1/18 6/39 – –

$150,000-$199,999 22/55 32/17 – 1/22

$200,000-$299,999 90/46 126/67 19/42 –

$300,000-$399,999 73/51 85/76 36/51 16/59

$400,000-$499,999 44/59 84/103 28/54 14/109

$500,000-$599,999 12/106 42/119 7/147 11/118

$600,000-$799,999 10/107 47/101 5/67 1/74

$800,000-$999,999 3/175 9/160 1/137 1/104

$1 million + – 7/129 1/197 1/31
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R E S T A U R A N T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

R E S T A U R A N T S  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

• Locally Owned & Operated Since 2003
• Cajun & Creole Seafood
• Steakhouse
• Happy Hour
• Monthly Wine Dinner

512.506.8700
10903 Pecan Park Blvd

Austin, TX 78750
www.fredasaustin.com

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 
for Spring 2016

It’s your time to take a well deserved break from the worries and expense 
of home and yard maintenance, repairs, property taxes, home insurance, 
utilities, security costs, fitness club fees, groceries, local travel and more.

Let Skye take care of these details – While you enjoy the retirement lifestyle 
you have earned.

We’d love to hear from you!

11350 Old 2243 West, Leander, TX 78641

www.SkyeLiving.com

DIRECTIONS:

From Killeen: 
US 183 South 
Bear right on 183 South from 183 A 
Right on Old FM 2243 W 
Continue on 2243 
Approx 1 mile to the left

From Austin: 
US 183A Toll Rd North 
Exit FM 2243 (left turn) 
Right on 183 
Left on Old 2243 West 
Approx 1 mile to the left
_______________________________
PHONE:  512.591.5121
711 - Texas Relay Service for hearing impared (Free Service)

183 

W Broade St

Hero Way

Old FM 2243

Elevate Your Expectations

Expe c t i onal  Independan t  Re t i r emen t  Liv ing

11350 OLD 2243 WEST 

LEANDER, TX 78641 

512.591.5121

WWW.SKYELIVING.COM

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 
OPENING SPRING 2016

TIME TO 
DISCOVER

GOURMET CHEF 
PREPARED MEALS

CONCIERGE & LIMO 
SERVICE

HOUSEKEEPING & 
LINEN SERVICE

RESORT STYLE AMENITIES
PAID UTILITIES & CABLE

MAINTENANCE FREE 
LIFESTYLE

Nestled just north of Austin, 
in beautiful Leander, Texas, 

Skye Senior Living is the 
epitome of luxury living.  

Our open and sophisticated 
resort-style accommodations, 

upscale amenities and 
gourmet dining experience 

allow you to indulge 
in the life you’ve 

always dreamed of. 

Whether you prefer to 
pursue your lifelong 

passion or indulge in new 
activities, our exclusive 
senior living community 
is the perfect retreat to 
explore new adventures 

with great friends.

PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS


