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Businesses and residents find ways to stay afloat

By Stephen Burnett
The village of Volente depends on 

Lake Travis for water and the tour-
ism it brings to local restaurants and 
marinas. Although low lake levels 
persist, some business owners say 
they are adapting to lower profits and 
staying hopeful for the future.

“The people that are in this for the 
long haul are making adjustments 
and making it work,” Riviera Marina 
owner Steve Allen said. 

2014 is the seventh year of the Cen-
tral Texas drought. Lake Travis water 
levels are now about 44 feet below 
average, according to the Lower Col-
orado River Authority. The LCRA 
is concerned Lake Travis water lev-
els could decrease to 618 feet by  
Oct. 1—close to the lake’s record 
low of 614 feet during the historic 

drought of 1947–57.
Tourism in Volente has not dried 

up, but many potential boaters avoid 
the lake because of negative percep-
tions, Allen said.

“I’m frustrated with the doom 
and gloom,” he said. “It is affecting 
the businesses around the lake, the 
restaurants. … And it’s affecting our 
[boat] occupancy because people are 
timid to go on the lake.”

Business changes
Some marina owners said they 

have adjusted their business models 
in response to the drought conditions. 
Instead of cutting back on overhead 
and payroll, VIP Marina owner Austin 
Cameron said he bought more boats 
and maintained his staffing levels.  
 See Drought | 43Lake Travis’ low water levels have forced Volente businesses to close or adapt. 
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Analysis of 
current values

Equalization
via protests

Discovery
of next year’s valuesPH

AS
E

The central appraisal 
districts in Williamson 
and Travis counties 
follow an annual calendar 
to collect, analyze and 
finalize the value of 
properties. This year, the 
districts are experiencing 
a high volume of 
protests, which can be 
made through June. 

Source: Williamson Central Appraisal District

By Emilie Lutostanski
Most homeowners in Wil-

liamson and Travis counties 
will find their property value 
increased as of Jan. 1, 2014, 
according to data released 
by the central appraisal dis-
tricts in April. 

Low home inventory and 
high demand caused Wil-
liamson County residen-
tial market values to rise an 
average of 10 percent dur-
ing the past year, said Alvin 
Lankford, chief appraiser 
with the Williamson Central 
Appraisal District. Prelimi-
nary numbers from William-
son County show the average 
market value for a home in 
the city of Cedar Park rose 
from $205,999 in 2013 to 
$233,030 in 2014. In the por-
tion of Leander located in 

Williamson County, the aver-
age home market value rose 
from $158,843 to $184,114 
during the same time. 

In Travis County, average 
residential property market 
values rose 13 percent and 
taxable values rose 8 per-
cent. Marya Crigler, chief 
appraiser with the Travis 
Central Appraisal District, 
said the trend was prompted 
by construction, growth in 
the apartments sector and a 
strong residential market. 

Property owners in both 
counties have until June 2—or 
30 days after they receive their 
appraisal notice, whichever is 
later—to protest the CAD’s 
findings. By the end of July, 
a majority of the protests will 
be resolved,and values will be 
certified, Lankford said.

Cities’ stances 
Once the values are cer-

tified, taxing entities such 
as the city of Cedar Park 
can begin to build their fis-
cal year 2015 budgets with 
a specific property tax rate  
in mind. 

“At this point those val-
ues are too preliminary to 
be used to build the budget” 
said Josh Selleck, Cedar Park 
assistant city manager. 

The governing boards of 
taxing entities can adjust 
their tax rates annually based 
on the amount of money 
needed to fund the next 
year’s budget. When prop-
erty values increase, apply-
ing the prior year’s tax rate 
would levy more money for 
the taxing entity. However, 

Residential values increase   
in Leander and Cedar Park
Protests accepted through June for newly appraised property

calendar

See Values | 41

Look for our annual Healthcare 
Directory next month. 
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INAUGURAL SEASON

EVERYTHING’S
 BIGGER IN TENNIS

HOME MATCHES: 
JULY 8, 9, 11, 12, 
14, 18, AND 19
All home matches played at the 
state-of-the-art, climate-controlled 
Cedar Park Center

TICKETS 

ON SALE NOW! 

CALL 512-508-3069 

OR VISIT

AUSTINACESTENNIS.COM

2014 MARQUEE PLAYERS: ANDY RODDICK & MARION BARTOLI

REGENT
PROPERTY GROUP
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Make this summer stress free and one to 
remember with a UFCU Great Rate VISA® 
Credit Card.  Benefits include:  

 No annual fee 
 No balance transfer or over-limit 

fees
  Variable rate
  25-day grace period for purchases
  Online and mobile access to your 

credit card 24/7 
 Credit card education options

PLUS! Open your UFCU Credit Card 
by May 31 and you could be one of five 

lucky members to WIN $100*.
* Visit ufcu.org for Official Sweepstakes Rules.  Members must have an active checking 

account or direct deposit to be eligible for a credit card.

ufcu.org
(512) 467-8080

Let UFCU 
help make your 
summer dreams 

come true.

My Summer Dreams 
checklist:..

Take a vacation
Send the kids to  
summer camp
Wrap up home projects
Consolidate my debt
Make deposit for next  
college semester
Pay for a wedding!

Comm Impact_10x6.04_4-14.indd   1 4/17/14   9:50 AM
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FREE COSMETIC CONSULTATION

• Porcelain Veneers & Crowns
• Metal-Free White Fillings

• Sedation Dentistry
• Implants
• Invisalign

• Teeth Whitening

FF

A Healthy Smile is a Beautiful Smile!

512-246-7654Call Today!

www.AveryRanchDental.comDr. LowranceDr. JudyDr. Platson Dr. Lowery Dr. SimonDr. Flexsenhar

15004 Avery Ranch Blvd • Building A Suite 100
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FROM THE EDITOR
In late April, I had the 

privilege of contribut-
ing to a summit that 
addressed the changing 
demographics of Wil-
liamson County and the 
implications those shifts 
have on our most vulner-
able residents—the poor. 
The story on page 15 tells 
how hundreds of com-
munity leaders gathered 
with nonprofit represen-
tatives, social workers 

and supporters in an attempt to answer: How can we 
work together to take care of our neighbors? 

I learned growing up that a team is only as good as its 
weakest member, and I believe the same idea translates 
to cities and counties. Some nonprofits said their clients 
have little access to basic needs such as transportation, 
reliable child care and affordable housing. 

I thought about these needs when I began writing this 
month’s front-page story on rising residential property 
values. Preliminary figures show 10 percent to 13 per-
cent increases in home market values, which is a mixed 
bag for Cedar Park and Leander residents. For those sell-
ing their home, this is good news since many will likely 
be able to receive more money than they would have a 
year or two ago. But for those staying in place or looking 
to move to Cedar Park and Leander, being priced out 
of the real estate market could become the new reality, 
particularly if the increase in home values persists. 

I have hope local leaders will tackle these challenges 
with sensible policies and partnerships with nonprofits 
and service providers. As the discussion about the needs 
of Cedar Park and Leander residents continues, I will 
be here to report on the strides made to create better 
communities. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

READER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTSHow will rising residential property 
values affect you?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/lcp-poll.

What would you most like to see along 
the Ronald Reagan Boulevard corridor?
All of the above

  34.48%
New single-family neighborhoods

  20% 
Sit-down and drive-thru restaurants

  14.48% 
None of the above 

  13.79%

Retailers, convenience stores and grocers 

  11.03%
Multifamily housing including condos and apartments 

  6.21%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 4/17/14–5/6/14

Volente moves into Nextdoor network (April 2014 issue)  

“Nextdoor, although well-intentioned, has become a tool that 
is destroying any sense of community that otherwise would 
had evolved from a tool like Nextdoor. I am a new resident in 
Volente and I was encouraged ... to join Nextdoor. I did; that 
was a naive action and a big mistake. I am sorry now that I 
ever did join. It seems like it is destroying instead of helping 
this community.” 

—Rolando Osorio

Leander prepares for growth along Ronald Reagan Blvd. 
corridor (April 2014 issue)

“The amount of traffic congestion that all this development 
will bring to the corridor will be unbearable. More importantly 
the beauty of the corridor between Crystal Falls [Parkway] 
and [Hwy.] 29 will be ruined. I understand the need/want 
for more property tax and sales tax, but at what cost to the 
quality of life and the environment? Leander needs smart, 
controlled growth, not a money-grubbing free-for-all. This is 
such disappointing news.”

—Christie 

The city of Leander is reimbursing a developer for costs 
to build a wastewater line along Ronald Reagan Boule-
vard. Surrounding future developments will also be able 
to tap into the wastewater line, which could help spur 
residential and commercial activity along the major north-
south corridor.

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2014 Audi A4 2.0T FWD
Multitronic Premium Pkg
Cold Weather Package
Walnut Wood Inlays • Metallic Paint

$349mo 1

36 MO. LEASE

2013 CARRERA 4S 
CABRIOLET

$15,000 o�  
remaining stock

2014 S60
$5,000 o�  MSRP 
on remaining new inventory

1 - Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. Stk# D0981 based on MSRP $36,295. $2,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + � rst mo payment + $0 security deposit = $4,043 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,236. 36 monthly payments of $349. O� er expires 5-31-14.  2 - Subaru -Model FFE P11. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal 
negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $299, �  nal pymt/residual = $16,463. Based on 10k mi./yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,133. Stk# Z10144. O� er expires 5-31-14.  3 - Volvo -Stk# V4871. 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,499 +TT&L total 
due at inception (no sec. dep. required). Final payment / residual = $21,482. MSRP $36,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance covers the � rst three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles. Complimentary Wear Item Coverage includes all Volvo Genuine Parts such as wiper blades, brake pads and rotors. Bene� ts must be 
utilitzed within 3 years or 36,000 miles. Tires excluded. See dealer for complete details. O� ers expire 5-31-14. - Porsche -Must take delivery from dealer stock. O� er good while supplies last. Cannot be combined with any other o� er. See dealer for more details. O� ers expire 5-31-14.

36 MO. LEASE

2015 Forester 2.5i 
Premium 6MT 
$299mo 2 42 MO. LEASE 
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4  Cedar Park Psychiatry opened March 

14 at 1464 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. 1504, 
Cedar Park. Dr. Kimberly Arlinghaus has 
professional experience in the fields of 
integrated behavioral health, education, 
advocacy and more. 512-593-5577.  
www.cedarparkpsychiatry.com

5  Podiatrist Dr. Keith McSpadden 
opened North Austin Foot & Ankle 
Institute the third week of April at 
locations in Round Rock, Austin and 
at 500 W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 100, 
Cedar Park. The practice aims to provide 
treatment for foot and ankle conditions 
such as heel pain, bunions, flat feet and 
sports injuries. 512-593-2949.  
www.northaustinfeet.com

6  Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt opened in 
mid-March in Lakeline Market, 14028 N. 
US 183, Ste. 165, Austin. The self-serve 
yogurt shop allows customers to choose 
from numerous frozen yogurt flavors and 
more than 70 rotating toppings.  
512-996-9002. www.menchies.com

7  Located at the center of JCPenney at 
Lakeline Mall, Sephora opened May 2 at 
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Cedar Park. 
The 2,200-square-foot store, the company’s 
476th inside a JCPenney, features nearly  
50 brands of makeup, skincare products 
and fragrance. 512-257-1177.  
www.sephora.com, www.jcpenney.com

8  An eco-friendly dry cleaning chain, 
MW Cleaners, opened March 31 inside 
seven Austin-area Men’s Wearhouse stores 
including at 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Ste. F-13, Cedar Park. The business offers 
in-store service, delivery to a customer’s 
home or workplace, and a “black-tie” 
same-day service. 512-257-7538.  
www.mwcleaners.com

9  Marc Nascimento State Farm opened 
May 1 at 1540 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 
109, Cedar Park, across the street from 
Austin Community College. Owner Marc 
Nascimento said the company provides 
insurance and financial services such as 
auto, home, renters, commercial, life and 

Now Open

1  Owners Bruce and Amy Lee held a soft 
opening May 6 for Sushi Fever at 905 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. F, Cedar Park. Amy 
said the family-owned business originated 
in Las Vegas but opened a restaurant in 
Cedar Park because the Lees love the area. 
Sushi Fever serves lunch and dinner and 
offers happy hour specials. 512-259-1010.

2  On May 5 Tammy Russell opened 
First Glimpse Imaging at 201 S. Bell 
Blvd., Ste. 109, Cedar Park. The business 
offers several packages for elective 3-D 
and 4-D prenatal ultrasounds. Patients 
must make an appointment and provide 
proof they are under the care of a 
physician. 512-626-7345.  
www.firstglimpseimaging.com.  
admin@firstglimpseimaging.com 

 3  Located inside the former 
Austintatious Autos location, 1904 N. Bell 
Blvd., Cedar Park, Whitney Motorcars 
and Raintree Loans opened May 3. 
The used car dealership expanded from 
its shop on Burnet Road where it has 
operated for 25 years. The loan service 
offers vehicle, title and personal loans. 
512-259-5700. 512-259-5705.  
www.whitneymotorcars.com
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health insurance. 512-258-6272.  
www.mycedarparkinsurance.com 

10  On May 14, Jersey Mike’s Subs 
opened at Cedar Park Town Center, 
905 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E, Cedar 
Park. Franchise owners Jason Odom and 
Chris Cho offer fast-casual submarine 
sandwiches with fresh-sliced meats, 
cheeses and vegetables. The company was 
started in 1956 and has more than 1,300 
locations nationwide. 512-260-7827.  
www.jerseymikes.com

Owner Nathan Alexander opened home-
based Honeybee Mowing in late March. 
Honeybee Mowing is based in Cedar Park 
and covers parts of Leander, Austin and 
Round Rock. The company offers mowing, 
shrub-trimming, gutter-cleaning, and tree 
and leaves removal services. Ten percent 
of lawn care charges go to the customer’s 
choice of charity. 512-920-2899.  
www.honeybeemowing.com

Coming Soon

11  Amanda, Adam and Kent Lajaunie 
will open Titan Moon Comics in June 
at 1540 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 108, 
Cedar Park, next to the upcoming Sprouts 
grocery store. The family-owned shop 
will sell comics, graphic novels, anime,  
Manga, games, statues, collectibles and 
more. www.titanmooncomics.com. 
titanmooncomics@gmail.com 

12  Austin Regional Clinic will open in 
July in the Trails at 620, 11714 Wilson 
Parke Ave., Austin. The clinic will offer 
primary and specialty health care in the 
evenings and on weekends. 512-420-2738. 
www.austinregionalclinic.com

13  After operating as an online store 
since 2011, Hip Flask Plus Engraving 
Specialists will open May 26 at 1907 S. 
US 183, Ste. 201, Leander. Owners John 
and Chris Gilbert offer customization of 
products such as lighters, flasks, glasses, 
and coffee mugs, which are sold in-store. 
512-337-7161. www.hipflaskplus.com  

14  Offering fried chicken, sweet iced tea, 
corn, rolls and more, Bush’s Chicken will 
open in late May or early June at 12336 N. 
FM 620, Austin. The restaurant has more 
than 50 locations in Texas. 512-280-1600. 
www.bushschicken.com

15  The second location of The Juice Spot 
will open in mid-June at the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center, 1335 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. S-130, Cedar Park, in the former 
Jamba Juice location. Co-owner Hisham 
Hammour said the juice bar serves only 
natural fruits and vegetables with no added 
syrup, sugar or concentrate. 512-832-5533.  
www.thejuicespot.com

16  Austin Radiological Association will 
open a new location in July in the Trails 
at 620, 11714 Wilson Parke Ave., Ste. 150, 
Austin. The practice offers bone density 
scans, MRIs, pediatric and interventional 
radiology, ultrasounds and other exams. 
512-519-3457. www.ausrad.com

New Ownership 

17  FAA Home Loans, a division of 
Finance Austin Associates, was acquired 
by Cole Taylor Mortgage, a division of 
Cole Taylor Bank, on March 3. Branch 
Manager Harry Dunmire said the office at 
921 W. New Hope Drive, Ste. 502, Cedar 
Park, offers conventional and government 
residential mortgage financing.  
512-527-0034. www.ctmtg.com/cedarpark

18  Houston-based OMNIBANK changed 
its signage at 1861 S. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar 
Park, on April 16 to reflect new owner, 
Bank of the Ozarks. The $23 million 
merger was announced in December. The 
move is part of a Texas expansion for the 
Little Rock, Arkansas–based Bank of the 
Ozarks. 512-506-2900.  
www.bankozarks.com 

Anniversaries 

19  The Salvation Army celebrated 125 
years of serving the Austin area during 
National Salvation Army Week held  

May 11–17. The agency has 12 locations in 
Travis and Williamson counties, including 
its Salvation Army Family Store and 
Donation Center, 13530 N. US 183, Austin. 
The agency also provides food, shelter and 
assistance to those in need. 512-476-1111. 
www.salvationarmyaustin.org

Expansions

20  A demand for products and services 
has required Austin Fairy Godmother 
Boutique to expand from its location at 
10303 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander, 
to downtown Killeen, in the first week 
of June. CEO and founder Keri Byer said 
the Leander shop will remain open as the 
nonprofit aims to serve a growing number 
of military wives, daughters and service 
members in need of affordable formal 
wear. 512-709-9867.  
www.austinfairygodmother.com

21  Apple Sport Import, a preowned 
luxury automobile sales business located 
at 11129 N. RR 620, Austin, will add an 
8,000-square-foot car repair facility in 
mid-May. With the expansion, Apple SI 
will be able to service foreign and domestic 
models and will house two public vehicle-
charging stations on-site. 866-614-4852. 
www.applesi.com 

Closings 

22  Owners of Hill Country Running Co. 
announced in April that the store at 9900 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 215, Austin, is closed. 
The company, which has another store 
on South Lamar Boulevard, was started 
by Jamie Cleveland and Andrea Fisher in 
2008, according to the company’s website.  
www.hillcountryrunningcompany.com

23  After opening in July 2012 at the 
1890 Ranch Shopping Center, 1335 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-130, Cedar Park, 
Naanfull Indian Grill closed in April. The 
restaurant still operates a location at the 
Austin Commons Shopping Center, 11101 
Burnet Road, Ste. A130, Austin.  
www.naanfull.com

News or questions about Leander and Cedar Park? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Emilie Lutostanski

Rolls at Sushi Fever such as the Rainbow Roll are 
made with fresh ingredients, owner Bruce Lee said. 

1

Manager Luis Matos said Whitney Motorcars has 
operated in Austin for more than 25 years. 

3

Located within Lakeline Market next to H-E-B, 
Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt opened in mid-March.

6

Marc Nascimento State Farm opened at the 
beginning of May on Cypress Creek Road. 

9
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WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES TO YOU!

Shop for � ooring from the 
comfort of your own home. 
Wood, carpet, tile, laminate….
you name it! Chase Floors 2 U is the 
answer you are looking for.

NORTH 2314 Rutland Drive, Austin TX 78758

LAKELINE 14010 US Highway 183, Austin TX 78717

BEE CAVE 12702 Highway 71, Bee Cave TX 78738

CENTRAL 6203 Capital of Texas Highway, Austin TX 78731

512-360-2222 • www.chase� ooring.com
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Trinity Events
ORCHESTRATING LIFE’S MOMENTS

2222 DOWNING LANE • LEANDER, TX 78641 
WWW.TRINITYEVENTS.COM • INFO@TRINITYEVENTS.COM

Open House & Tasting
Every 1st Thursday of the month

6:30pm - 9:30pm
Tour our beautiful 5,000 sq. ft. facility and meet our 

talented team of Planners, Coordinators, 
Designers & Le Cordon Bleu Chefs.

Meet our preferred vendors - DJ, Photographer, 
Baker, Florist & more!

RSVP today for our tasting and enjoy one of our 
Chef’s most popular picks!

Open House Special!
Book on Thursday and receive 10% off booking fees!

Bring a friend and save an additional 5% when they book an event!

RSVP to 512-379-5631
A c c r e d i t a t i o n
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ground-level ozone
A gas that is created when manmade volatile  
organic compounds and oxides of nitrogen react  
in the presence of sunlight 

the causes
The gas can come from motor vehicle exhaust, 
gasoline vapors, chemical solvents, and emissions 
from industrial facilities and electric utilities.

Problems that can arise
Acute respiratory problems and possible  
aggravation of asthma symptoms

ozone forecast season
April 1 through Oct. 31

• Limit driving and idling of your vehicle

• Carpool, combine errands, take public  
transportation, bike or walk more often

• Do not top off your tank when refueling  
your vehicle

• Keep your vehicle maintained

• Maintain gas-powered yard equipment

• Do not burn yard waste

• Use paint and cleaning products with few  
or no volatile organic compounds

• Conserve energy

• Refuel vehicles in late afternoon/evening

• Recycle used motor oil

• Drive the speed limit

Source: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Coalition wins EPA award for local 
region ozone-reduction programs
Cities, counties commit to voluntary measures to curb pollution

By Joe Olivieri and Beth Wade
Mention the word “ozone” and many 

people think of the ozone layer, the part 
of the atmosphere that deflects ultravio-
let rays. 

Closer to the ground, ozone is the main 
ingredient in smog. The air pollutant is 
caused by manmade chemical reactions 
and can cause respiratory issues. Ozone 
is typically higher between April 1 and 
Oct. 31.

Experts say the Austin area meets all 
federal air quality standards but has 
struggled to stay under the accepted 
ozone levels. 

A group of local governments known 
as the Central Texas Clean Air Coali-
tion has spent years working on volun-
tary programs to reduce air pollution. 
In April the coalition received the 2014 
Clean Air Excellence Award from the 
Environmental Protection Agency for  
its efforts. 

Officials say the work to improve 
Austin-area air is ongoing. The area is  
still close to the federal ozone limit, and 
the EPA could tighten restrictions later 
this year.

“Our ozone levels have continued to go 
down year after year even with our con-
tinued growth,” Round Rock Mayor Alan 
McGraw said at an ozone season kickoff 
event April 8. “It’s very important in my 
mind that we continue following the path 
that was already started and continue 
on that path because nonattainment [of 
ozone reduction] will have serious eco-
nomic development implications.”

Acceptable levels of ozone 
Every five years the EPA is required to 

review the National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards as part of the Clean Air Act.

In 2008 the EPA lowered the national 
eight-hour ozone average standard from 
85 to 75 parts per billion of total gas in 
the air. 

How the EPA measures ozone is that cit-
ies such as Austin can exceed the standard 
three days a year, said Andrew Hoekzema, 
air quality program specialist for the Capi-
tal Area Council of Governments.

“They use the fourth-highest readings 
each year and average that across three 
years,” he said. “If the three-year average 
of the fourth-highest [readings] is above 
75 parts per billion, the area is considered 
in nonattainment.”

If the EPA declares an area is in 
nonattainment, the state must enact a 
State Implementation Plan to meet the 
standards. 

Under nonattainment, securing federal 
grants would become more complicated, 

Hoekzema said.
“The region’s transportation plan is 

required to be consistent with its air qual-
ity plan,” he said. “There’s a cap on road 
emissions, and the transportation plan 
must stay under the cap.”

Meeting the standards
The CAPCOG coalition comprises Bas-

trop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and William-
son counties and 13 city governments, 
including the cities of Georgetown, Hutto, 
Pflugerville and Round Rock.

From 2008 to 2013, the coalition 
enacted the Eight-Hour Ozone Flex Plan.

The coalition secured voluntary 
emission reduction commitments from 
local government entities on items such 
as reducing commutes and increasing 
vehicle fleet efficiency measures, accord-
ing to CAPCOG (see sidebar).

“If we want to continue to grow in this 
region and continue with the success 
we’ve had, then in my mind it is very 
important that we stay out of nonattain-
ment,” McGraw said. “I’d rather do that 
voluntarily with programs and policies 
that we put in place as a region as opposed 
to waiting to go to nonattainment and 
having the federal government tell us how 
they want us to do it.”

The award-winning plan helped to 
bring the average area readings down 
from 74 to 73 parts per billion as of 2013, 
Hoekzema said. 

The flex plan has since evolved into 
a newer version, the Ozone Advance 
Program, that expands on what types of 
emission-reduction commitments are 
possible, Hoekzema said. 

“The region is poised to be in a position 
to meet a new ozone standard if it is set 
as high as 70 parts per billion by 2018 but 
would be challenged to meet one as low 
as 65 parts per billion,” according to the 
program’s action plan.

Meanwhile the EPA had not completed 
its review of the 2008 standards by the 
end of 2013. It is roughly halfway through 
the process, EPA Region 6 spokesman 
Joseph Hubbard said.

Pharr Andrews, city of Austin environ-
mental. program coordinator, said the EPA 
could issue stricter standards by December.

Environmentalists
Neil Carman, clean air program direc-

tor for the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra 
Club, said the organization advocates 
stricter standards for vehicle emissions 
and industrial smokestacks. 

The Sierra Club supports telecommut-
ing, carpooling, public transportation and 
bicycle riding as ways to address the issue. 

ENVIRONMENT

Carman called the federal 75 parts per 
billion standard inadequate to protect 
human health and said the standard 
should not exceed the 70 parts per bil-
lion that was recommended by the EPA’s 
advisory group. 

“Ozone in terms of health effects is 
something that is affecting a significant 

portion of our population—children, 
senior citizens and people with chronic 
respiratory problems all can suffer from 
health effects from high ozone, which we 
from time to time experience,” Hoekzema 
said. “[Our goal is not only] stay out of [a] 
formal nonattainment designation, but 
also to reduce ozone levels overall.”

Source: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Cedar 
Park Georgetown

Round 
Rock 

Travis 
County

Williamson 
County

Commute solutions
Flexible work schedule x
Transit pass subsidized by employers x
Teleworking part-time x x

Energy and resource conservation
Resource conservation x x x
Energy efficiency programs x x
Water conservation programs x x

Fleet and fuel efficiency measures
Fuel vehicles in the evenings x x x x
Texas low-emission diesel equivalent for fleets x x x
Vehicle maintenance by manufacturer specifications x x x x x

Outreach and awareness
Ozone action day program x x x x

Regulation and enforcement
Idling enforcement x x x x

Sustainable procurement and operations
Direct deposit x x x x x
e-Government and available locations x x x x x

Transportation emission reduction measures
Pedestrian and bike infrastructure improvements x x

Local governmental efforts to curb pollution
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AUSTIN’S MOBILE 

 Stress Free

 Convenient

 A� ordable

 FUN!

Learn how to complete your degree at
the Texas State Round Rock Campus.

Advance registration for prospective students is
required at www.bobcatdayroundrock.com

REGISTER TO ATTEND
BOBCAT DAY - ROUND ROCK

 JUNE 14, 2014 
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Recent enrollment decrease 
does not deter ACC planners
Faculty, administration debate best use of resources
By Joe Lanane

Short-term enrollment declines over-
shadow an otherwise high-growth decade 
for Austin Community College. Now col-
lege officials want to plan for the next two 
decades of anticipated growth.

ACC’s student body has increased by 38 
percent in the past 10 years, said Neil Vick-
ers, vice president of budget and finance. 
The college particularly benefited from a 
national trend of students who returned to 
school or enrolled during the recent reces-
sion, he said.

“That wasn’t a sustainable growth rate,” 
Vickers said.

Sure enough, enrollment has dropped 3.9 
percent from fall 2012 to fall 2013 and 3.4 
percent from spring 2013 to this semester. 
The recent decline has not deterred Vickers 
and other college officials who are making 
long-term plans in anticipation of the next 
enrollment spike.

“We don’t know when we’re going to start 
growing again, but we do know Austin is 
growing—and growing quite well—which 
means a pipeline for the future students of 
this community college is building,” he said.

Future investment
Work on the first phase of ACC’s High-

land Mall renovation project is expected to 
be complete this fall. The college could seek 
voter approval for bond money to pay for 
the next phase of the project, a $152.8 mil-
lion renovation that would convert roughly 
400,000–500,000 square feet of the mall 
into the ACC Highland Campus, Vickers 
said.

“The bond, whatever amount it may be, 
is critical to the college in order to reposi-
tion ourselves for the coming decades to 
serve this growing community,” he said.

The proposed $500 million bond, which 
could go before ACC district voters in 
November—pending board approval—
would also invest more money at new 
campuses in Elgin and Hays County. Both 
facilities opened this school year to bring 
the total number of ACC campuses to 
11—including Highland. If approved as 
recommended, the bond could also allocate 
$70 million toward the first phase of a 12th 
campus in Leander, where ACC already 
owns property near the Capital Metro 
train station. An additional $8.3 million 
would be set aside to ease overcrowding at 
the Cypress Creek Campus in Cedar Park. 
In November board members agreed to 
extend bus service to the campus to help 
provide alternative means of transportation 
for students.

Another $33.4 million in bond money 
would potentially go toward expansions 
at ACC’s Round Rock campus, which was 

EDUCATION

Texas 
Community 
Colleges

Fall 2013 
Enrollment
(year over 

year)

Fall 2013 
Tuition/Fees 
(in-district/ 

out-of-district)

FY2014  
Tax Rate

Alamo -0.1% $72/$188 $0.14915

Austin -3.9% $83/$260 $0.0949

Dallas -2% $52/$97 $0.1247

Houston -2.9% $68/$140 $0.097173

Lone Star 9.9% $71/$141 $0.116

Tarrant 2.4% $55/$86 $0.1495

Year-over-year enrollment 
is down at most of the 
major community college 
districts in Texas. Austin 
Community College is 
reviewing whether to 
change its tuition rates 
and district tax rate 
to help accommodate 
anticipated growth. For 
now, ACC has the lowest 
tax rate among other 
major community 
colleges but 
the highest 
tuition and 
fees by 
semester 
credit hour.

constructed in 2010. Pfluger-
ville, despite having an ACC 
learning center, is not part of 
the college’s taxing district, 
although grass-roots efforts 
to have the city annexed have 
gained momentum in  
recent years.

Efforts to expand ACC’s 
footprint have drawn 
concerns from some ACC 
staffers. Full-Time Faculty 
Senate representatives on 
the bond advisory com-
mittee voted against the 
committee’s overall  
recommendation.

“At this time, we’re not 
in favor of building more 
campuses and acquir-
ing new land,” said Terry 
Thomas, Full-Time Faculty 
Senate president. “We want to be cautious 
and take care of the campuses we  
have already.”

Thomas in January asked board members 
if ACC is on the path toward becoming 
“the 7-Eleven of community colleges—a 
campus on every neighborhood corner.” 
She cautions that if ACC continues to allo-
cate resources too broadly, student success 
will eventually suffer.

“What is the point of diminishing 

return?” she said. “We’re looking at that 
right now.”

ACC’s geographically dispersed service 
area requires the college to have multiple 
campuses to effectively serve all communi-
ties, Vickers said. The challenge is ensuring 
the college’s resources are proportionally 
dispersed among the 11 campuses, he said.

“Clearly we’re not trying to rein in—
though it’s a balance,” Vickers said. “I think 
that’s why, relatively speaking, it might look 
like we’re spread thin. There’s always chal-
lenges with growing.”

While no two Texas community college 
districts are exactly alike, high-growth 
urban districts in the state have faced more 
challenges in recent years, said Steven 
Johnson, Texas Association of Community 
Colleges vice president of public affairs. 
Texas community college enrollment is 

expected to double by 2050, he said, mak-
ing long-term planning all the  
more essential.

“I think the concern is, over time as state 
enrollment doubles, will the state [Legisla-
ture] be able to double its appropriation the 
next 20–30 years?” Johnson said.

Funding investment
The state funded more than 60 percent 

of community college operations in the 
mid-1980s, Johnson said. Now state money 
accounts for less than 30 percent, he said.

As a result, property taxes have been used 
to offset the budget imbalance, Thomas 
said. Austin’s rapid growth has helped ACC 
maintain the lowest taxing rate among Texas 
urban community college districts. On the 
other hand, no other big-city community 
college district in Texas has higher tuition 
rates than ACC, according to TACC data.

ACC officials declared a hiring freeze in 
July 2012. Full-time faculty positions can 
be replaced with proper approval, although 
ACC administrators last November pro-
posed limiting adjunct faculty hours in an 
attempt to avoid paying full-time health 
care costs.

The proposal drew criticism from faculty 
members and board members who debated 
exactly how much health care coverage the 
college should provide adjunct faculty—
and where that money should come from.

“I will argue during budget [discussions] 
in support of adjunct,” said Allan Kaplan, 
a 20-year ACC board member, during a 
January board meeting.

Trustee John-Michael Cortez said in 
March that there is not a huge appetite 
among board members to increase tuition 
rates, and he is opposed to some board 
members’ suggestions that ACC increase 
its tax rate to accommodate potentially 

expanded health care coverage.
Both Cortez and the Full-Time Faculty 

Senate have instead publicly supported 
hiring more full-time faculty rather than 
relying so heavily on adjuncts. There are 
more than double the number of adjunct 
faculty members compared with full-tim-
ers—1,340 to 543—according to fall 2013 
figures. Many adjuncts also assist in ACC 
tutoring labs, said Richard Cutler, Adjunct 
Faculty Association president.

“It’s about the money—that’s the way 
the administrators view adjuncts,” he said. 
“As long as there is a greater supply of 
adjuncts than demand for them, the school 
will get the best people they can for the 
least amount of money,” said Cutler, who 
acknowledged that adjunct faculty should 
do better to present a solution rather than 
simply state the problem.

Adjunct faculty are promoted to fill half 
of all full-time vacancies, said Vickers, who 
estimated in January that it would cost up 
to $1.2 million to fund increased adjunct 
faculty health care coverage.

“If in fact we’re going to start making con-
tributions to these benefits, we need to have 
a way to be thoughtful about that expense 
so we can plan for it,” Vickers said. “That’s 
where the discussion needs to go—not about 
limiting hours or limiting benefits.”

Vickers said the board would need to 
decide before July’s budget deadline whether 
adjunct faculty should be allowed to cobble 
together part-time hours toward reaching 
full-time status—a practice not allowed at 
many other state community colleges.

“Any point in the year some [adjunct 
faculty member] might hit that threshold, 
then next month I have to start paying for 
benefits I didn’t have in the budget,”  
Vickers said.

“What is the point of 
diminishing return? 
We’re looking at that 
right now.”

—Terry Thomas, full-time faculty senate  
president

Source: Texas Association of Community Colleges

How does ACC compare with peer schools?
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Austin chamber releases 
2013 education progress data
By Kelli Weldon 

Helping to raise awareness 
about the mismatch between 
local job openings and student 
aspirations is one of the goals of 
the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual Education 
Progress Reports, said Kimberly 
Reeves, vice president of talent 
alignment with the chamber.

On April 3 the chamber 
released its 2013 reports, which 
include K–12 student perfor-
mance data from the 2011–12 
school year as well 2013 STAAR 
results and highlight key factors 
such as graduation rates and col-
lege readiness.

As school counselors through-
out Central Texas help students 
transition to new Foundation 
High School Program graduation 
plans under House Bill 5, part of 
the message the chamber wants to 
convey is what opportunities are 
available for students, Reeves said.

“We are in one of the fastest-
growing communities in the 
country with a lot of high-
demand jobs and a lot of mis-
match between the jobs that we 
have and what kids think they 
want to do,” she said.

The chamber has partnered 
with school districts and other 
Central Texas chambers for the 
past nine years to put together 
the reports. This year the reports 
cover 12 school districts in Cen-
tral Texas including Austin ISD, 
Hays CISD, Hutto ISD, Leander 
ISD, Pflugerville ISD, Round Rock 
ISD and San Marcos CISD.

The reports examine the 
number of students who say 
they intend to attend college, 
how many students applied for 

EDUCATION

financial aid, and the percentage 
of a school district’s graduating 
class that is deemed college- and 
career-ready, a classification based 
on state performance measures.

In LISD, 70 percent of the 
students in the class of 2012 were 
considered college- or career-
ready in both reading and math, 
and 52 percent applied for finan-
cial aid. Veronica Sopher, LISD 
senior executive director of com-
munity and school relations, said 
LISD is working to improve its 
number of students who apply for 
financial assistance by partnering 
with local churches to offer finan-
cial aid seminars on Sundays. 

“We’ve started several new 
awareness programs to help par-
ents understand the importance 
of early applications,” she said. 

Additionally the reports include 
direct-to-college enrollment 
rates—the percentage of high 
school students who actually went 
on to enroll in a university, com-
munity college or technical school 
immediately after graduating. 

JoyLynn Occhiuzzi, RRISD’s 
executive director of community 
relations, said the district has seen 
an increase in its direct-to-college 
enrollment rate, which was 71 
percent for the class of 2012. 

“We still want to focus on the 
29 percent of students who aren’t 
going directly to college and see 
how we can help them overcome 
obstacles to enrollment,” she said.

Districts statewide are continu-
ing their transition to the State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness, or STAAR, exams. 
The reports include information 
on how fifth- and eighth-graders 
performed on STAAR exams in 

math, reading, science and social 
studies. Fifth-graders are prepar-
ing to enter middle school, and 
eighth-graders are preparing to 
enter high school.

“All [LISD] fifth- and eighth-
graders who do not meet Level 
II Satisfactory Performance 
on the first administration of 
STAAR receive targeted, accel-
erated instruction ... one-on-one 
and/or [in a] small group before, 

during and/or after school,” 
Sopher said. “An individual-
ized plan is developed for each 
student based upon their areas 
of strengths and needs.”

Overall the reports provide 
business owners, educators and 
parents with an overview of what 
is happening in local school dis-
tricts, Reeves said.

“We have the highest gradua-
tion rates that we have ever had 

in the region,” she said. “Even in 
the face of budget cuts, [school 
districts] are doing a good job 
meeting the standards. Now the 
standards are going to change and 
they are probably going to be even 
more challenging.”

The full reports can be accessed 
at www.austinchamber.com/
edureports.
Additional reporting by Emilie Lutostanski 
and Lyndsey Taylor
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Round Rock ISDLeander ISD

45,034  
students enrolled in 
2012 including 

33,309 
students enrolled in 
2012 including 

2,818  
seniors

1,950  
seniors

60%  of students applied for   
  financial aid

52%  of students applied for   
  financial aid

71%   
of seniors enrolled in 
college by fall 2012

68%   
of seniors enrolled in 
college by fall 2012

           79%
of students took  
the SAT or ACT

           77%
of students took  
the SAT or ACT
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We Listen.  We Solve.  Because taxes are complicated.

DBTAD A V I D  B.  T O L K A N  & A S S O C I A T E S

A C C O U N T I N G  A N D  C O N S U L T I N G

TAX

• Tax Prep (Individual, 
Partnership, Corporations, 
LLCs, Estates and Trusts)

• Multi-State Returns
• Tax and Estate Planning
• 1031 Exchanges

(512) 528-5470  |  DAVID@DTAXPRO.COM | LEANDER, TX 78641

David B. Tolkan, CPA

BUSINESS

• Small Business Accounting 
(Monthly, Quarterly, Annual)

• Small Business Consulting 
• Quick Books Consulting 

(Set-Up, Maintenance)
• Entities Selection
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EDUCATION

The rigor of assessment is more difficult on STAAR exams than  
TAKS and includes questions with more cognitive complexity. 

For the first time there is a time limit on the tests, and English I and II must be 
completed in five hours. The other tests must be completed in four hours.

For most grades and subjects, tests have increased in length.

There are more open-ended questions for students to be able 
to derive more independent answers for science and mathematics.

Students are asked to complete two writing tasks instead of one  
(including personal, narrative, literary, expository, persuasive and analytic) 

Performance standards are now reviewed at least once every three  
years and are adjusted when necessary for appropriate level of rigor.

High school students are most affected by the changes in assessment.  
Under TAKS, students took two tests in ninth grade and four tests  
in both 10th and 11th grades. A student was required to pass the  
tests given at the grade level in order to graduate. STAAR  
now requires five end-of-course assessments, which students will  
take whenever they take the corresponding course.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2012, school districts in Texas have been switching to a new exam 
for student assessment, the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness. Each year, the Texas Education Agency has been phasing in 
standards for student performance that are set by a committee composed 
of educators, experts and more. 

In the 2013–14 school year, the previous exam, the Texas Assessment of 
Knowledge and Skills, was administered for the last time, and students in 
grade 12 were the last to take it.

The State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic 
Readiness is a more 
rigorous testing program 
that focuses on readiness 
for grade level advancement, 
future course subjects, 
college and careers.

What is STAAR?

The shift in student assessment:  

TAKS to STAAR
12th-grade students 

were the last to take the 
TAKS test in the 

2013–14 school year.

TEA provides information on  
its website such as:

• Previous versions of the test

• Sample questions

• A full summary of the differences  
between TAKS and STAAR

• A calendar of testing dates

Resources

15         5

Quick Facts

For more information, visit www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar

Source:  
Texas Education  

Agency

In 2013, the Texas Legislature 
decided to decrease the 

number of state-required tests 
for high school students from 

15 to five. This year is the 
first that students will only be 

required to take five tests.

Out of the 180 annual 
instructional days, students 

typically spend two to five days 
taking state-required tests, 
depending on their grade.Key changes from TAKS to STAAR What local school  

districts are saying

What the Texas Education 
Agency is saying

 We really do believe that if the  
kids have been in class, they should  
have been taught everything throughout 
the year to really excel on this test. 
 
–Lauren Callahan, Texas Education Agency 
information specialist

 When you compare district results 
[with] state results, Round Rock is really 
fortunate in that the results definitely 
show that we are outperforming the state 
averages. 

–Lora Darden, director of curriculum and 
professional development at Round Rock ISD

 The STAAR is a more rigorous 
test, which we believe serves as a 
better measure for the students’ 
progress in the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills.  
 
–Veronica Sopher, Leander ISD senior 
executive director of school and 
community relations 

Compiled by Lyndsey Taylor
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Nakeisha, class of 2013

austincc.edu
Future grads  
  apply now.

Austin Community College
Congrats Grads–Nakeisha
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, CMYK
Runs May print issues, after 5/10
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Dr. Rachel Trueblood is a board certifi ed pediatric dentist who 
has been practicing in the Austin area since 2008. 

She is dedicated to providing compassionate and excellent 
comprehensive dental care for children ages 0-18.

CHILDREN & INFANT EXAMS
CLEANINGS & FLUORIDE 
TREATMENTS
FILLINGS & CROWNS
PULPOTOMIES 
(BABY ROOT CANALS)
EXTRACTIONS
SPACE MAINTENANCE FOR PREMATURE 
LOSS OF TEETH
INTERCEPTIVE GROWTH MODIFICATION

 SPECIAL ON YOUR 1ST VISIT 
(INCLUDES: EXAM, X-RAYS, 
CLEANING AND FLOURIDE)

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. P-128 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-259-8888 • www.bigtopdental.com

TRAUMA TREATMENT
ORAL HEALTH EDUCATION 
& HELPFUL TIPS FOR 
CHILDREN & PARENTS
SEDATION AND GENERAL 
ANESTHESIA SERVICES

El Salido Pkwy.  Anderson Mill Rd.

620

Under New Ownership!

11630 FM 620 N • AUSTIN • 512-258-9888 • WWW.EATNAGOYA.COM

BOOK YOUR B IRTHDAY PART Y  WITH US!
KIDS! COME CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY WITH US AND RECEIVE A FREE MEAL! 

AGE 10 OR UNDER & KIDS MENU ONLY.

$10 OFF 
YOUR ORDER!
Cannot combine with 
any other offer. Dinner Only.
Expires 6-18-14

Under New Ownership!

WE DO C ATERING

HAPPY HOUR 7 DAYS A WEEK
3PM-6PM

Come celebrate 
Father’s Day with us!
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WilCo summit explores challenges to growth
Experts, nonprofits discuss rising population trend, transportation, employment

By Stephen Burnett
Policymakers, nonprofit 

representatives and local lead-
ers gathered April 22 for the 
Community Impact Summit 
that addressed how to meet the 
needs of Williamson County 
residents during a time of swift 
population growth. 

Speakers at the event in Round 
Rock said social- and human-ser-
vice agencies must work together 
to address the needs of their cur-
rent and future neighbors.

“In the not-too-distant future, 
we’re likely to be twice the size 
or larger [in population] than 
Travis County,” Cedar Park 
City Councilman Don Tracy 
said. “And it’s also no secret ... 
that those who are moving to 
Williamson County—not all of 
them are high wage-earners. In 
fact, life will be tough for many 
of our neighbors in the future.”

Brian Kelsey, principal at the 
Austin-based Civic Analytics 
research firm, told more than 
200 summit attendees that 

Williamson County draws new-
comers chiefly from other coun-
ties in Texas and not out-of-state. 

“The county is growing by 
about 16,000 people per year, and 
you’re gaining about 30 residents 
every day,” Kelsey said. “Like it or 
not, Williamson County is start-
ing to resemble Travis County in 
a lot of important ways.”

One difference between the 
two counties though is that most 
Williamson County newcomers 
earn less than existing county 
residents. Many of the new high-
tech jobholders who are moving 
to Travis County earn a median 
annual household income of 
$240,000, he said.

“Living-wage job growth 
[is needed]—I cannot empha-
size this enough,” Kelsey said. 
“This by far has to be the No. 1 
economic development priority, 
in this county, in Travis County 
and every other county that’s 
experiencing the rapid rise in 
cost of living.”

Most working adults in 

Williamson County do not have 
college degrees and will have 
difficulty finding local jobs that 
pay at least $17 an hour—the 
living wage for one adult with 
one child, he said.

Such underemployment 
contributes to the growing 
nationwide problem of poverty 
in suburban areas, said Eliza-
beth Kneebone, a fellow in the 
Metropolitan Policy Program at 
the Brookings Institution and co-
author of “Confronting Suburban 
Poverty in America.” Williamson 
County will need higher-paying 
jobs and must improve residents’ 
access to public transportation, 
workforce training and nonprofit 
resources, she said.

LeAnn Powers, chief profes-
sional officer for the United Way 
of Williamson County, which co-
sponsored the event, said a half-
million new neighbors with trans-
portation and job needs should be 
a concern for all residents.

“We cannot neglect this  
reality,” Powers said.

During a panel discussion, 
local nonprofit representatives 
shared their challenges and 
discussed how the community 
can cooperate and advocate for 
solutions. Panelists said residents 
need transportation not only to 
Austin, but also within their cit-
ies. Panelists also said resources 
and infrastructure are key to 
serving current and future clients. 

Kneebone said several commu-
nity-wide programs in the U.S. 

such as Neighborhood Center 
Inc. in Houston are positive 
examples of cooperation that 
bridge gaps in communities.

“If we don’t adapt to the 
changing geography of pov-
erty and opportunity, we run 
the risk of creating a lot more 
entrenched problems and 
generational problems that cit-
ies have been dealing with for 
decades,” she said. “It really is 
an urgent call to action.” 

NEWS REPORT

Brian Kelsey, principal at Austin-based research firm Civic Analytics, said most  
Williamson County newcomers are attracted by affordable housing and jobs. 
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Leander Public Library

Summer Reading 2014

Yo Ho Ho... 
and a BOOK 
to Read
1011 S. Bagdad Rd.  |  Leander  |  512-259-5259  |  www.leander.lib.tx.us

JOIN US AS WE SET SAIL
Tuesday, June 10th   10am - 12pm

Books    Pr
 es  
Dangerous Club    Movies

Performers    Fun for all ages

www.carmacarpool.com/austin

Your neighbors are getting their 183A tolls refunded.
Share your empty seats and join them!

Download Carma Carpooling today
 Find nearby people and get in touch to share rides
 Log your trips to get those tolls back!

Pediatric & Adult Medicine • Well-Child and Adult Physicals
Allergy Tes� ng & Shots • Diabetes & Hypertension Care

Heart Disease & Thyroid Care • ADD & ADHD Care
Well-Woman & Gynecologic Exams

Comprehensive medical care for your en� re family: 
Newborns, Children, Adolescents as well as Men and Women of all ages

Karin Perez, PNP 
Pediatrics

rin Perez PNPRoya Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in 
Internal Medicine

oyoyaa Azadi MDSohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed 

in Pediatrics

709  Bagdad Road. Leander, TX 78641   |   (512) 260 - 0101
www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

Avicenna 
Medical Center
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STANDING UP TO DROUGHT IS EASIER THAN YOU THINK.  
More information on updated restrictions can be found at cedarparktexas.gov/water. For tips on how to keep your lawn healthy, visit waterthriftycedarpark.org.  

OUTDOOR WATERING SCHEDULE
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East Crystal Falls Parkway 
closes at railroad crossing
LEANDER Starting May 3, drivers must detour 
around the railroad crossing near the intersection 
of East Crystal Falls Parkway and US 183 because 
of ongoing road construction. 

Drivers can still access businesses east of the 
railroad tracks, City Engineer Wayne Watts said. 

Watts said the portion of Crystal Falls Parkway 
between Leander Drive and US 183 may be closed 
through June 27, but city engineers hope to finish 
the project sooner. Until the crossing is completed, 
motorists traveling on the road will be detoured.

The city is spending $1.9 million on the last stage 
of a five-year plan to repave and widen the Crystal 
Falls Parkway with added curbs and turn lanes.

Cedar Park City Council
Meets the second and fourth Thursdays  
of the month at 6:30 p.m.
450 Cypress Creek Road, Bldg. 4
512-401-5000. www.cedarparktx.us

Leander City Council  
Meets the first and third Thursdays  
of the month at 7 p.m.
200 W. Willis St.
512-259-1239. www.leandertx.org

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
512-943-1100. www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_lcp

TweetingsMeetings

CITY & COUNTY
News from Cedar Park, Leander and Williamson County Compiled by Stephen Burnett, Emilie Lutostanski and Beth Wade
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nion St.
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r.
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 273

Sonny Dr.

183

Union Street

Construction 
zone

183A
Bagdad/South 183

LEANDER  City Council offered 
feedback May 1 for proposed logos 
and slogans meant to market the 
transit-oriented development, or 
TOD, district surrounding the 
city’s Capital Metro train station.

The materials were designed by 
M. Arthur Gensler Jr. & Associ-
ates, a marketing firm hired by 
City Council in December to 
promote the nameless TOD to 
developers. Development Services 
Director Tom Yantis said the firm 
emphasized the phrase “Destina-
tion Leander” and the city’s public 
schools, transportation features 
and growing population. 

“The tagline they’ve come 
up with for it is, ‘Connection, 

convenience, community,’” he said.
Mayor Chris Fielder and other 

City Council members said they 
preferred to avoid a green logo that 
could easily resemble the city of 
Cedar Park’s marketing. Council-
man Jason Dishongh said devel-
opers might prefer to read short 
lists of features instead of longer 
paragraphs in the marketing mate-
rial. Councilman David Siebold 
said the marketing should stress 
the TOD’s uniqueness. 

After receiving feedback, 
Gensler will revise the concept 
logos and other materials, and City 
Council will review the updated 
content in late May or early June, 
Yantis said.

Council reviews marketing for TOD

CEDAR PARK Prompted by com-
munity feedback, City Council 
reviewed the city’s smoking poli-
cies April 24.

The city bans smoking in pub-
licly owned buildings, and the state 
bans smoking in enclosed areas 
such as schools, hospitals and 
libraries, said Mauro Lopez, city of 
Cedar Park management intern.

“The city does not place any pro-
hibition on private businesses like 
restaurants, bars [and] things like 
that,” Lopez said. “Those restric-
tions are done at the discretion of 
the business owner.”  

Most comparable cities such as 
Georgetown, Pearland and Flower 
Mound prohibit tobacco use in 

restaurants, and about half of 
those cities ban smoking in bars, 
he said.

City Council discussed local 
policies that would also regulate 
electronic cigarettes, or battery-
powered devices that heat liquid 
to produce vapor that may contain 
nicotine. Of comparable cities, less 
than half regulate e-cigarettes, but 
those that do typically ban sales to 
minors, Lopez said.

No action was taken at the 
meeting. Mayor Matt Powell said 
he and other city staff intend to 
have ongoing conversations about 
Cedar Park’s smoking policies 
including limiting minors’ access 
to e-cigarettes. 

Council examines smoking policies

WILLIAMSON COUNTY 
Commissioners approved a resolution 
May 6 to support a grant request made by 
County Court at Law No. 2 to continue its 
DWI/Drug Court for a ninth year.

The court is a yearlong program 
that works with repeat DWI and drug 
offenders and consists of local criminal 
justice resources and substance-
abuse treatment to rehabilitate repeat 
misdemeanor offenders rather than 
incarcerate them.

Participants are referred to the 
program and are reviewed by the court’s 
team, which includes an assigned 
judge, a prosecutor, a defense attorney, 
representatives of the adult probation 
department and treatment providers.

Adult Probation Coordinator Steve 
Morrison said the specialty court has 
been effective. Since it began, the program 
has had 253 participants graduate, and of 
those, 93 percent have been successful in 
staying out of court, Morrison said.

“The program is making a big impact 
on DWI recidivism,” Morrison said.

According to a study of the DWI/Drug 
Court by Sam Houston State University, 
participants who graduate from the 
program have a 2.5 percent recidivism 
rate compared with those who did 
not graduate, who have a 22.7 percent 
recidivism rate.

“With having—many, many years 
ago in my past—worked at the parole 
board, that kind of recidivism rate is 
phenomenal,” County Commissioner 
Cynthia Long said.

Commissioners approve 
resolution supporting 
DWI/Drug Court grant

Source: City of Leander

Crystal Falls Parkway detour

Detours for drivers 
traveling from

Crystal Falls Pkwy.
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Important dates:
Last day to receive PEC ballot: May 27
First day of voting: May 1 
Last day of online/mail-in voting: June 13 
Annual meeting day: June 21ELECTION GUIDE | 2014

Complete coverage at impactnews.com/vote-2014

William D. Boggs*
512-947-1440
wdboggs1@yahoo.com

Emily Pataki
512-986-6123
emily@emilyforpec.com
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William D. Boggs is the 
incumbent District 2 
director and board vice 
president. He is a real 
estate agent and has 
worked for the U.S. Army 
Security Agency, as well 
as Central Power and 

Light Co. in Corpus Christi. Boggs is also vice president 
of the Leander Citizens Police Academy Alumni 
Association. He and his wife, Mary, moved to Leander 
in 2008 and have two children and two grandchildren.

Emily Pataki is a Houston 
native and an independent 
consultant and area 
manager of Arbonne. She 
moved to Cedar Park in 
2008. She is an active 
leader with the Williamson 
County Republican 

Women organization and has served as a citizen 
representative for the city of Cedar Park’s website 
development board. She and her husband, retired 
Marine Corps Capt. Ted Pataki, have two children.

How can PEC prepare for growth?
Our projections through 2020 are that we will continue 
to have 8,500 or more [additional members] every 
year. By 2020 we should be approaching 300,000 
members in our co-op. We have a well-maintained 
system. It was built well. It’s in place. But we need 
to continue to plan for growth. We need to keep 
upgrading our system so that as new member-owners 
move in, our system will maintain the new growth.

What other issues does PEC face?
Being the largest co-op in the U.S., we need to strive 
to be the best, and we are positioning ourselves for 
that right now with our new CEO and new senior staff 
members who have co-op experience.

What is your view on PEC power rates?
We have a special meeting coming up shortly to 
review the rate structure to see if we can’t possibly 
reduce rates for our members. We are trying to check 
what the possibilities are with renewable energy … 
anything that we can possibly do to reduce the overall 
cost to our membership.

What do you think of a proposed power station  
at Parmer Lane and FM 1431?
I can appreciate the concerns that Cedar Park may 
have for having a power station in that area. But that’s 
where the lines were built years ago and you have to 
put [a station] where the system is, or you have to try 
to relocate the lines.

How can PEC prepare for growth?
PEC can do a lot to better prepare for growth in 
Williamson County. All it would take would be 
communication with [governing bodies] such as the 
Leander City Council, Cedar Park City Council or 
Liberty Hill [City Council]. PEC can not only work with 
planning and zoning commissions and local officials 
to find out what’s happening, but they can create the 
attitude that they’re going to be someone that attracts 
growth and not be a hindrance to it.

What other issues does PEC face?
Providing electricity ... from a rural model has changed. 
With the growth has come the need for a build-out of 
infrastructure, and PEC and Cedar Park haven’t had a 
great history in moving forward with that.

What is your view on PEC power rates?
The board members’ duty is to advocate and provide 
for membership the lowest possible rates. All the other 
things that I stand for branch out from that one issue. 
Directors are being better stewards of our cooperative by 
leaving more money in members’ pockets every month.

What do you think of a proposed power station  
at Parmer Lane and FM 1431?
It doesn’t seem like [community feedback] was the 
concern being discussed [by PEC] when [the station 
location] was chosen. It’s like [PEC is saying], ‘Look 
at a grid, that looks like the best location, that’s good.’ 
… Even if that’s the ultimate decision that’s made, 
people need to feel like they’re included and brought 
to the table.

Pedernales Electric Cooperative  
board of directors
By Stephen Burnett

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 3

The Pedernales Electric Cooperative provides electricity to more than 250,000 
Central Texas customers including Cedar Park and Leander residents. Its seven 
districts cover 8,100 square miles spanning from Lampasas to Bulverde. The PEC 
also covers Marble Falls and Johnson City, where its headquarters is located.

This spring PEC members can vote for two candidates, each of whom repre-
sents PEC district residents during three-year terms on the PEC board of directors. 
The board of directors approves changes in PEC rates and rules and monitors 
PEC’s monthly financial statements and annual audits.

Director candidates are nominated after receiving at least 50 signatures from 
PEC members. Two candidates including the incumbent William D. Boggs are run-
ning for the District 2 director position, and four candidates including the incum-
bent Kathy Scanlon are running for the District 3 director position.

Directors have a four-term limit. They receive a monthly salary of $1,500 if they 
attend more than 75 percent of regular board meetings in person, electronically 
or by phone. Directors also receive $750 for each regular or member meeting they 
attend and $500 for each committee meeting they attend.

Under the current system, any PEC mem-
ber can vote for the representative of 
any district. However, this year PEC is 
also asking members to vote to either 
keep the current system or start 
using single-member districts 
with elections held every 
three years.

By May 27 PEC mem-
bers should receive a ballot 
by mail to return, or they can 
vote online using the Web 
address provided in the let-
ter. Members must submit 
their vote by June 13 or vote 
at PEC’s annual meeting 
June 21 at Cedar Park 
High School. During the 
meeting PEC will announce 
the winner of the election in 
District 2 and District 3.

183

183

45
TOLL

29

620

35

35

2243

183A
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For more information and follow-up on the elections including the results from May 10, visit impactnews.com/vote-2014/vote-central-texas.
The elections included in this guide will be on ballots in the communities covered by Community Impact Newspaper’s Cedar Park/Leander edition.

201 S. Avenue F, Johnson City
1-888-883-3379  |  www.pec.coop

“Your Family’s Ear, Nose       
        and Throat Specialist”

Dr. Tamez can improve your 
         quality of life and health.

2300 Round Rock Ave., Suite 203  |  Round Rock, TX 78681

The Office of Dr. Oscar A. Tamez, M.D.

• Nasal Pressure & Congestion
• Recurrent Sinus Infections 
    & Allergies
• Neck Pain & Chronic headaches

Se habla español

512-255-8070 | www.tejas-ent.com 

Are You or Your Children
Suffering From?

• Snoring & Restless Sleep 
• Chronic Fatigue & Tiredness 
• Hearing Loss & ringing in ears
• Dizziness & Vertigo Flag offering ages 4-11 years, Tackle offering ages 5-12 years.

See our website for registration information/fees & program details.

FUTURE SPORT OFFERINGS: 
• 2014 Fall Soccer opens June
• 2014 Fall Baseball/Softball/Volleyball 

opens July

Town & Country Optimist Club is a non-profi t 
organization operating 90+ acres, 30+ Fields in 

Northwest Austin since 1974!

PLAY HARD • PLAY FAIR • HAVE FUN

Register online at www.tandcsports.org OR at our main office 
9100 Meadowheath Drive, Austin, TX - 512.331.0438

2014 FOOTBALL SUMMER CAMP 
& FALL FLAG/TACKLE FOOTBALL 
REGISTRATION OPENS MAY 1ST!

Save $10 before June 15th on Football Summer 
Camp and Fall Flag or Tackle registration

Free One Day Football Camp & 
Open House, Sat. May 17th 9am-12pm
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Arnold LeVine
512-796-4188
alevine@austin.rr.com

Judy Lawler Pokorny
512-259-2516
jpok452@hotmail.com

Kathy Scanlon*
512-560-8954
kscanlon@austin.rr.com

Don Zimmerman
512-577-8842
don@donzimmerman.org

Arnold LeVine is a 
resident of Northwest 
Austin and has been 
a business owner for 
nearly 30 years. He is a 
professional photographer 
and owner of Top Photo, 
which specializes in 

commercial and advertising photography as well as 
portraits. He and his wife have two adult daughters. 

Judy Lawler Pokorny 
worked for 30 years in 
state government, holding 
several management roles. 
She helped with the design 
and implementation of the 
Texas Uniform Statewide 
Accounting System and 

serves on the Williamson County Appraisal District’s 
Appraisal Review board. A lifelong Williamson County 
resident, she has lived in Cedar Park for 35 years. 
She has two adult children.

Kathy Scanlon is a 
certified public 
accountant, financial 
adviser and owner of 
Scanlon Financial Services 
in Austin. She has been 
a member of PEC for 35 
years and is seeking a 

third term on the PEC board, on which she previously 
served as president. Scanlon and her husband, Steve, 
have four children. Scanlon volunteers with Family 
Eldercare and Mobile Loaves and Fishes. 

Don Zimmerman is a 
native Texan with years of 
experience in robotic 
engineering and software. 
He has worked for GM, 
Compaq Computer Corp. 
and other companies. In 
2002 he became president 

of Northwest Austin Municipal Utility District No. 1 
and has been active in MUD legal challenges, one of 
which reached the U.S. Supreme Court. He and his 
wife, Jennifer, have one daughter.

How can PEC prepare for growth?
PEC has tremendous challenges ahead because 
the growth is occurring faster than any other 
place around. We don’t have to prepare with 
[power] generation, but we do have to prepare 
with supply lines and substations. They’re adding 
4 [percent] or 5 percent [in] new members every 
year. Management and staff is working hard with 
developers, city, county–everybody–to prepare 
for the growth and be ahead of the curve. 

What other issues does PEC face?
PEC still has a long way to go to climb out of the 
pit of years of misuse and problems. The 
infrastructure has not been kept up as well as it 
should be. Some of the systems and buildings are 
from 25 to 40 years ago. Unfortunately even a few 
years ago, [some] current board members went 
with a software program that was a debacle. 

What is your view on PEC power rates?
What we have is a power rate per kilowatt that is 
very low, because we really don’t mark up what we 
pay for it very much at all. We have a connection 
fee to cover our overhead [and other] costs. The 
savings to a member is going to occur [in overhead 
costs], not so much in the per kilowatt. 

What do you think of a proposed power station 
at Parmer Lane and FM 1431?
I’m not in a position, due to my not having enough 
information, to really say what is best.

How can PEC prepare for growth?
One of the things [PEC has] been doing is [its] 
Smart Grid technology. I think [PEC needs] to 
continue to invest in additional capacities in 
that area, produce electricity, and expand [its] 
renewable energy system to help supply more 
[power] and to help keep costs down. Those are 
areas [PEC has] already invested in, and [it] can 
continue to grow in those areas.

What other issues does PEC face?
People want us to try to lower the rates. Also 
people are concerned about the capital credits, not 
getting those back faster. Those would be a couple 
of issues I’d want to address.

What is your view on PEC power rates?
They could be lower. I know looking at them and 
comparing them to other parts of the county, we’re 
doing fairly well. … They just have to continue to 
look at other ways to produce electricity. … If PEC 
continues to grow in the renewable, sustainable 
areas, that will help bring rates down and 
therefore they will be able to give money back.

What do you think of a proposed power station 
at Parmer Lane and FM 1431?
I know it’s growing so rapidly out there, so [finding 
locations] becomes harder and harder. But I would 
like to see it someplace where there’s not so many 
apartments and residential homes established.

How can PEC prepare for growth?
We’re meeting with local officials, planning 
commissions, economic development [departments] 
and companies to see what is happening with growth. 
We are also going through a cost-of-service study that’s 
just getting started. Part of that is to get projections 
of growth for the areas that we service. We generally 
know way far ahead of where growth is going to be. 

What other issues does PEC face?
Right now it’s becoming as cost-efficient as we 
possibly can. ... We are using technology to be more 
cost-efficient, and it’s going to bring us into the 21st 
century. [There are] a lot of technological changes 
being made in the energy industry. Solar energy is 
coming down in price. I saw a study that said it’s 
come down 80 percent since 2008, so I think that 
will also be a bigger part of our energy in the future.

What is your view on PEC power rates?
I think they are too high. We are hoping with this cost-
of-service study ... we will show that we probably can 
lower our costs. It’s in our mission statement, to be 
the lowest-cost LCRA customer by the year 2020.

What do you think of a proposed power station at 
Parmer Lane and FM 1431?
I know that PEC will really try to work as closely as 
we can with all of the people affected to achieve the 
best solution for everyone involved based on what 
the needs are and where the growth is. 

How can PEC prepare for growth?
[PEC has] a really long-term contract with LCRA. It 
seems to lock us into having them provide 65 percent 
of the power. It could mean our electricity rates are 
not competitive with other cooperatives. With the 
circumstances we have now, I’m not predicting big 
growth because we are locked into a bad contract with 
LCRA that puts us well above market rate. I think this 
will hurt our ability to attract businesses, where your 
big growth comes from. 

What other issues does PEC face?
I have some ideas, but I’m asking voters to look at 
my background and the performance I had at my 
utility district job. If I get a chance to get elected, 
I promise that I will dig in to all the information 
available to me as a director that is not available 
to me today. When I get a chance to study that 
information, I will come to my own conclusions on 
what our biggest challenges are. 

What is your view on PEC power rates?
I see our prices are 20 [percent] to 30 percent higher 
compared to other cooperatives. There is a lot of 
complexity to the energy market so it’s kind of a 
blanket statement, but it seems to me that most people 
concur that we’re not competitively priced right now. 

What do you think of a proposed power station at 
Parmer Lane and FM 1431?
I really don’t have enough information on that yet. I’m 
not privy to any of those discussions or conversations.

United States Senator
David M. Alameel

Kesha Rogers

Lieutenant Governor
David Dewhurst*

Dan Patrick

Attorney General
Dan Branch

Ken Paxton
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IMPORTANT DATES
Last day to apply for ballot by mail  May 16
First day of in-person early voting  May 19
Last day of in-person early voting  May 23
Runoff election day  May 27

republican party candidatesdemocratic party candidates

Commissioner of Agriculture
Richard “Kinky” Friedman  

Jim Hogan

Commissioner of Agriculture
Tommy Merritt

Sid Miller

Railroad Commissioner
Wayne Christian

Ryan Sitton

primary runoff 
elections

For more information and follow-up on the elections including the results from May 10, visit impactnews.com/vote-2014/vote-central-texas.
The elections included in this guide will be on ballots in the communities covered by Community Impact Newspaper’s Cedar Park/Leander edition.

PLANNING 
TO SELL? 

Call for a market 
analysis of your home!

I will pay up to $1000 of 
your closing costs!

*incumbent

TRANSFORMING TEXAS OUTDOORS

512-567-8779
BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COM

Custom Water and Fire Features
Landscape Lighting

Patios, Pergolas, Planting Beds
A  ordable Landscape Design

Get INSPIRED! 
Visit our website today!

Follow Us
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*Wells Fargo awarded Zoey Van Jones $25,000 to help with her expansion plans.
** THIS IS A JUDGED CONTEST. NO ENTRY FEE OR PURCHASE REQUIRED. Wells Fargo Works Project Contest runs from 12:01 a.m. Paci� c Time (“PT”) on 5/1/2014 to 11:59 p.m. PT on 6/30/14 (“Contest Period”) at WellsFargoWorks.com/project (“Website”). Open to legal U.S. Residents, 18 years or older, who are 

independent owners/operators of a small business that has been in continuous operation for no less than six months from date of entry, has no more than $20 million aggregate in gross revenues and no more than 100 full, part-time, or volunteer employees. Non-pro� t organizations are eligible. Owners of a 
franchised business are not eligible. To Enter: submit up to a 2 1/2 minute video, or 600 word essay with photo, that responds to the contest questions. Prizes: (25) $1,000 Finalists and (5) $25,000 Grand Prize winners selected from Finalists to be awarded. Contest subject to full O�  cial Rules. See rules on Website for 
full details including complete eligibility, contest questions, judging criteria, and prize redemption requirements. Void where prohibited. 
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1188342_11822)

Every day, small business owners across the country work hard to 
make their entrepreneurial visions a reality. For Zoey Van Jones of 
Zoey Van Jones Brow Studio,* that meant making sure her expansion 
plans worked as hard as she did. Helping business owners like Zoey 
is why we created Wells Fargo Works. It’s our commitment to small 
businesses everywhere. By delivering a wide range of products, 
resources, and guidance, we help businesses take the next step toward 
their goals. Welcome to Wells Fargo Works. Let’s make it work for you. 

—Zoey Van Jones, Owner of Zoey Van Jones Brow Studio

“ It works for helping 
shape up my expansion plans.”

wellsfargoworks.com

1188342_11822 

10x6.04 

4c

Watch the Wells Fargo 
Works Project video series.

•
Enter the contest where 
you could win a similar 
experience, including 

$25,000 for your business.**
•

Enter at 
wellsfargoworks.com

183

    Ronald Reagan               Parm
er Ln

.

New Hope Dr.

“[MTI] is like a partner for 
a landlord. We’ve grown 
from 500 to 792 to 1163 
and can’t wait to move 
into 1800 square feet at
La Jaita. 
Their flexibility and fore 
site have taken one large
 weight off our shoulders 
and made it easier to 
focus on growth and 
patient care.” 

Discovery Business Park
715 Discovery Boulevard, Cedar Park

Join our 

and let us 

help you do 

business

Family

Established in 2004 just steps from the Cedar Park 
Courthouse and Police Headquarters

Arrow Point Business Park
1101 Arrow Point Drive, Cedar Park
Opened for business in 2008 in the vibrant 1890 Ranch &
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center area 

La Jaita Business Park
1320 Arrow Point Drive, Cedar Park

NOW UNDER CONSTRUCTION: Delivering brand new 
turn-key spaces in July 2014 in a creekside setting with 
5+ acres of undeveloped land.

Leasing Broker:
Thomas C. Heaton & Co.

800-760-3909 ext. 1

MTI
PROPERTIES

www.mtiproperties.net

O�ce
R & D
Flex

L. Konen, LMFT
Endeavor for Wellness, LLC
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Personnel injuries  
and exposures to fire: 

Civilian injuries: 

By Stephen BurnettCEDAR PARK

DEPARTMENT

25

26

Total fires: 

Vehicle fires

Brush or grass fires

Structure fires

Other fires

40
108

17

183

183

183A
TOLL

1431

1431

Whitestone Blvd.

B
agdad R

d.

New Hope Dr. Cottonwood 
Creek Trl.

Park St.

C
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Brushy Creek Rd.

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Ranch 
Trails Ct.

Lakeline B
lvd.

Built in 1996 and being 
remodeled this summer.

Built in 1998 and remodeled in 2013.

Cedar Park City Council on March 6 approved Cedar Park 
Regional Medical Center’s donation of 2.4 acres for a fifth 
fire station.

Built in 2008

Built in 2011.

Cedar Park Fire Station No. 3

Cedar Park Fire Station No. 2

Cedar Park Fire Station No. 5

Cedar Park Fire Station No. 4

Cedar Park Fire Station No. 1

1311 Highland Drive

570 Cypress Creek Road

Cottonwood Creek Trail across from La Jaita Drive

150 Church Park Road

503 Brushy Creek Road

Source: City of Cedar Park, Cedar Park Fire Department

Total property
 preservation/loss
Total losses: 

Total saved: 

Percent saved: 

$955,150
$8,839,440

90.25%

 Station upgrades
Cedar Park Fire Chief James 
Mallinger said the Cedar 
Park Fire Department is 
planning to build a fifth fire 
station as part of the department’s 
master plan.

Cedar Park Regional Medical 
Center in March donated about 2.4 
acres for a station at La Jaita Drive 
and Cottonwood Creek Trail. The 
department has not announced 
construction plans or cost estimates, 
he said.

In 2011 the department moved Station 
No. 1 from its Old US 183 location to 
503 Brushy Creek Road. Because of 
the move, firefighters can better cover 
the city’s population, he said.

This summer the department has 
begun remodeling Station No. 3 at 
1311 Highland Drive. The department 
budgeted $400,000 for the project 
to add energy-efficient features, 
insulation and air conditioning in 
attic space, and to replace carpet 
with concrete floors. Crews began 
the Station No. 3 project in April, and 
their contract calls for completion 
within 90 days, Mallinger said.

The department has reached out to 
neighbors to say that the station is 
still open during the remodel, he said.

    Technology upgrades
    At 4:23 p.m. on April 23, Cedar  
    Park Fire Department firefighters   
 rolled out of Fire Station No. 4  
 in response to a call from the North  
          Vista Ridge area. They arrived on the 
scene two minutes later, much faster than before 
the city’s equipment upgrade in late 2013, Fire 
Chief James Mallinger said.

The city’s new computer-aided dispatching 
system, or CAD, and automatic vehicle-location 
system, or AVL, helps the department meet the 
needs of a growing city, Mallinger said.

Before the system, emergency operators 
sometimes placed callers on hold while they 
dispatched emergency personnel, he said. 
But dispatchers can now type in the call’s 
nature code—such as a structure fire, medical 
emergency or car accident—and the software 
chooses how many responders to send. Based 
on the caller’s address, the CAD system also 
determines which of the city’s fire vehicles are 
closest to the incident and recommends which 
vehicles the dispatcher can send, Mallinger said.

“All those things help cut down on response 
times,” he said.

Mallinger said new tablet devices may also help 
staffers record medical information in the field.

Other calls

Medical

False alarms

Severe weather
Fires

Service
Hazardous 
conditions

3,250

413

303
280

160
108

7

Total calls: 4,521

total firefighters trained as EMTs

firefighters work in operations,  
20 per each of three shifts

battalion chiefs

chief and      assistant chiefs

administrative assistants

management analyst

67
60

1
2
1

5

Staff

Training activity hours: 

14,704.8 hours

other operations 
vehicles

4
2

6

10 total vehicles
fire engines

quints, or engines 
with an extendable 
ladder

38
1
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May

sMiles 4 Sammy Family 5K
Registration is open for 
the third annual event that 

benefits two organizations: the sMiles 4 
Sammy Foundation’s sMiles 4 Families 
program that supports families who have 
medically fragile newborn children; and 
the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation, whose 
members are funding the Williamson 
County All Ability Baseball Field in Hutto 
for players with diverse abilities. 8 a.m. 
(5K run), 9:15 a.m. (1K), 9:45 a.m. (5K 
awards ceremony). $15 (1K), $20 (T-shirt 
only), $32 (5K team of three or more 
members), $35 (individual 5K). Vista 
Ridge High School, 200 S. Vista Ridge 
Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-635-4042. 
www.smiles4sammy.org. 
chadandsherlyn@yahoo.com

Featured EVENT
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Deutschen Pfest
The annual weekend-long event includes 
a 5K and a 1K run, a parade, children’s 

games, vendor booths, live music, rides, a carnival 
and family activities. Proceeds benefit city parks and 
recreation projects. The event starts at 5 p.m. May 16, 
and activities are held at various times throughout the 
weekend. $5 (May 16 and 18), $7 (May 17), $10 (child 
weekend admission), $12 (adult weekend admission). 
Pfluger Park, 515 City Park Road, Pflugerville.  
512-990-6350. www.pflugervilletx.gov/dpfest

Worth the TRIP
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17 Brit Floyd Discovery world tour
The British tribute band presents a three-hour show 

chronicling popular hits and obscure tunes of the rock 
band Pink Floyd from 1967–94. The Cedar Park Center 
moved the show from May 19 and is honoring or refunding 
tickets for the original date. 8 p.m. $25–$45 plus parking 
fees. Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar 
Park. 512-600-5000. www.cedarparkcenter.com 

17 Porcelain painting demonstration
 Artist, author and teacher Vicky York demonstrates 

the art of porcelain painting and answers audience 
questions. York has 35 years experience promoting the 
art style in the U.S. and internationally. 10–11 a.m. Free. 
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, Leander. 
512-636-5514. www.vickyjyork.com. vyork74@yahoo.com

17 Barksdale Blues Festival
The community is invited to hear live blues music from 

Nick and Paige at 2 p.m., Twilight Trio at 4 p.m., and Paul Oscher 
“Alone with the Blues” at 6 p.m. Two organizations, Austin Dog 
Rescue and Health Alliance for Austin Musicians, will receive 
20 percent of beer sales. 2–8 p.m. Free (suggested donation 
of $5). Dog House Drinkery and Dog Park, 3800 CR 175, 
Leander. 512-630-5699. www.doghousedrinkerydogpark.com.  
doghousedrinkerydogpark@gmail.com  

17 Opening of WilCo Quarry Splash Pad
Open for the summer, the Quarry Splash Pad at 

Southwest Williamson County Regional Park offers an 
8,500-square-foot playscape with a waterfall, water cannons and 
water jets. The attraction is open through Sept. 1. The Williamson 
County Parks Department accepts reservations for pavilions near 
the splash pad. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. $2. Southwest Williamson County 
Regional Park, 3005 CR 175, Leander. 512-943-1920.  
http://parks.wilco.org 

20 Library e-reader workshop
Owners of digital reading devices are invited to learn 

how to use their devices to access the Cedar Park Public 
Library’s downloadable e-books and audiobooks. 2–4 p.m. Free 
(registration required). Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery 
Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-401-5600. www.cedarparktexas.gov

21 through 25 
‘Disney on Ice: Rockin’ Ever After’

Princesses and sidekicks from Disney and Pixar films dance 
and skate during the musical event. Wed.–Fri. 
7:30 p.m.; Sat. 11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; Sun. 
1:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. $15.50–$45.50 plus parking fees. 
Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park. 
512-600-5000. www.cedarparkcenter.com

22 Leander chamber social media workshop
Denys Kelley, social media consultant and 

speaker, teaches business owners and managers how 
to use Facebook and other social media to network and 
market their businesses. The workshop is sponsored by the 
Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce. 9 a.m.–noon. $25 
(members), $35 (nonmembers). Greater Leander Chamber of 
Commerce, 100 N. Brushy St., Leander. 512-259-1907.  
www.leandercc.org, www.kelleypromedia.com 

23 Leander Movies in the Park: ‘Despicable Me 2’
Movie fans can join the city of Leander’s final 2014 

outdoor event by bringing picnics, blankets and lawn chairs 
to watch the 2013 animated comedy. In the film, a reformed 
supervillain fights for the side of good and his new family. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, 
Leander. 512-528-9909. www.leandertx.gov/parksrec

24 Opening of Cedar Park pools
Three of Cedar Park’s public pools open for the 

last two weekends in May before the regular swimming 
season hours begin June 7. The pools are open until Aug. 
24. Veterans Memorial Pool is open noon–7 p.m. May 24, 
26, 31 and June 1; noon–7 p.m. Mon.–Sat. starting June 7; 
and noon–6 p.m. Sun. Elizabeth Milburn Pool and Buttercup 
Pool are open 1–8 p.m. May 24, 26, 31 and June 1; 1–8 
p.m. Mon.–Sat. starting June 7; and 1–6 p.m. Sun. $1–$5. 
Veterans Memorial Pool, 2525 W. New Hope Drive, Cedar 
Park; Elizabeth Milburn Pool, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar 
Park; Buttercup Pool, 411 Twin Oaks Trail, Cedar Park.  
512-401-5500. www.cpparks.net 

24 Military Appreciation Barbecue
Active-duty service members, veterans and their 

families are invited to the third annual event to hear live music 
while eating barbecue. Guests can register online. 11 a.m.– 
3 p.m. Free. Heroes Night Out Veterans Resource Center, 
1150 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-986-7660.  
www.heroesnightout.org. info@heroesnightout.org

26 Poolapalooza
The sixth annual event includes live music, 

concessions, and contests for cannonball dives and air guitar. 
7 p.m. $1–$5. Veterans Memorial Pool, 2525 W. New Hope 
Drive, Cedar Park. 512-401-5500. www.cedarparktexas.gov 

26 Opening of Robin Bledsoe pool
The pool at Robin Bledsoe Park opens on Memorial 

Day and is open on weekends through June 6. After June 6 
the pool is open Tue.–Sun. and is closed Mondays except 
for Labor Day, Sept. 1. Noon–7 p.m. $2. Robin Bledsoe Park, 
601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander. 512-528-9909.  
www.leandertx.gov/parksrec
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Featured LIVE MUSIC

Howlin’ Waters & Rhythm Pistol at  
JT’s SportsGrille and Billiards

JT’s SportsGrille and Billiards
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-331-2091.
www.jtsportsgrille.com 

May
16 Howlin’ Waters & Rhythm Pistol, 6–10 p.m.
17 Howlin’ Waters & Rhythm Pistol, 1–5 p.m.;  

Chris Manning, 8 p.m.–midnight
23 The Detentions, 6–9 p.m.; James Fosler,  

9:30 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
30 The Detentions, 6–9 p.m.;  

Howlin’ Waters & Rhythm Pistol, 9 p.m.–1:30 a.m.
31 Chris Manning, 8 p.m.–midnight
June
6 The Detentions, 6–9 p.m.
7 Carson Alexander, 8 p.m.–midnight
13 The Detentions, 6–9 p.m.

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, Cedar Park. 
512-260-2060. www.shootersbilliards.net 

May
24 LC Rocks, 9:30 p.m.–1 a.m. 
31 Minx, 9 p.m.–1 a.m.
June
7 Stooch Band, 9 p.m.–1 a.m.

Takara Sushi & Asian Bistro
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-140, Cedar Park. 
512-528-5449. www.takaraonline.com
May
16 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Lisa Clark, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

17 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Diana Bray, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

23 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Lisa Clark, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

24 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Danielle Reich, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

30 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Diana Bray, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

31 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Danielle Reich, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

June
6 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Diana Bray, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

7 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Danielle Reich, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

13 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Lisa Clark, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

14 J’aibeaux Trio featuring Danielle Reich, 6:30–9:30 p.m.

Wild West
401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-986-7464.
www.wildwestcedarpark.com
May
21 Texas Unlimited Band, 8 p.m.
28 Billy Holt, 8 p.m.
29 Pat Green, 8 p.m.
June
4 People’s Choice Band, 8 p.m.
11 Billy Holt, 8 p.m.
18 Texas Unlimited Band, 8 p.m.

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
impactnews.com/lcp-calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
first Friday of the month.

Online calendar

Georgetown Festival of the Arts
The city’s 10th annual festival 
showcases Spanish art with French 
influences and includes multiple music 

performances, educational symposiums and a puppet 
show based on “Don Quixote.” Guests can attend a free 
concert at 8 p.m. May 31 in San Gabriel Park followed 
by fireworks. Times vary. $5 (symposium), $25 (concert), 
$110 (all events). Locations include The Georgetown 
Palace Theater, 810 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown; 
Southwestern University, 1001 E. University Ave., 
Georgetown; and San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown. 512-639-0433. www.gtownfestival.org

Worth the TRIP
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through  

June 1

31 Tenth annual Texas 4000 ATLAS Ride
University of Texas students raise funds for 

cancer research by cycling from Austin to Anchorage, 
Alaska, for 70 days and invite others to join them on 
the first leg for 50-mile and 70-mile routes from Cedar 
Park to Lampasas. Another trip of 25 miles starts and 
finishes in Pillar Bluff Vineyards in Lampasas. The 
trips include rest stops and mechanical support, and 
end with a celebration that includes barbecue and 
drinks. Spectators can also join the celebration for 
$20. Cyclists can take a shuttle back to Cedar Park 
for $20 per rider. 8 a.m. (50-mile and 70-mile routes), 
10 a.m. (25-mile route). $60–$70. Running Brushy 
Middle School, 2302 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park. 
512-585-5034. www.texas4000.org/atlas/register. 
richellecriswell@me.com

June

01 Leander Car Show
The event takes place on the first Sunday of each 

month at City Hall in downtown Leander, and features live 
music and a variety of classic and new cars. 10 a.m.– 
1 p.m. Free. Leander City Hall, 201 W. Willis St., Leander. 
512-528-2700. www.facebook.com/leandercarshow

03 ‘Half the Road’ documentary film
Cowboys Against ALS, which raises funds to 

fight Lou Gehrig’s disease, presents the film directed by 
pro cyclist Kathryn Bertine that explores women’s equality 
and women’s challenges in the sport of professional 
cycling. Ticket-buyers can give donations to support 
Austin Pets Alive. 7:30–10 p.m. $9. Alamo Drafthouse 
Lakeline, 14028 US 183, Austin. 512-861-7070.  
www.tugg.com/events/9102. jennypaul1987@gmail.com

06 Family Home Life classes
Good Earth Farm School starts its twice-

monthly summer classes. Families can meet with a staff 
guide to discuss home enrichment, community-building 
and parenting methods. 10 a.m.–noon (June 6, 20; July 
18, 25; Aug. 1, 15). $45 each month. Good Earth Farm 
School, 10820 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander.  
512-259-3922. www.goodearthfarmschool.com/family

07 Daddy and Son Superhero Party
Fathers and sons are invited to join a morning 

of building, gaming and racing, and make memories by 
creating matching superhero disguises. 9 a.m.–noon. $25 
(father and son), $10 (each additional child). Cedar Park 
Recreation Center, 1435 Main St., Cedar Park.  
512-401-5516. www.cpparks.net

07 Graphic Novel Book Club
The Cedar Park Public Library debuts a new 

book club for fans of graphic novels. The club’s first 
selection is the Marvel comic collection “Guardians of the 
Galaxy, Vol. 1: Cosmic Avengers.” 11 a.m. Free. Cedar 
Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park. 
512-401-5600. www.cedarparktexas.gov

10 through Aug. 5 
Family Summer Game Nights

Parents and children of all ages are invited to the first 
of the Cedar Park Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Summer Game Nights. Families can play games and 
assemble puzzles. 6:30–8:30 p.m. (second and fourth 
Tuesdays and Aug. 5). $15 (each family up to five 
members), $3 (additional family members). Cedar Park 
Recreation Center community rooms, 1435 Main St., 
Cedar Park. 512-401-5516. www.cpparks.net 

14 Teen ‘Super Smash Bros.’ tournament
Teen gamers ages 10–17 are invited to play 

“Super Smash Bros.” and compete for a $25 gift card. 
Gamers are allowed to bring their own gaming controllers, 
but the tournament is limited to 32 people. 1–4 p.m. Free. 
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd.,  
Cedar Park. 512-401-5634. www.cedarparktexas.gov
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NEW 
CEDAR PARK 
CLINIC

Baylor Scott & White Health has established a new multispecialty clinic next to  
Baylor Scott & White Emergency Medical Center - Cedar Park, off Whitestone Boulevard 
(Highway 1431). This location provides primary and specialty care for your entire family 
while connecting you to additional physicians and services throughout our expanding 
healthcare network. Visit clinics.sw.org to learn more.

The new clinic offers the following specialty care services:

910 E. Whitestone Boulevard 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
512-260-6100

Baylor Scott & White Health accepts most major insurance plans, including Medicare.

E. Whitesto
ne Blvd.
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1431

-  Family medicine
- Cardiology
-  Dermatology  

(Coming August 2014)
-  Dietary/Nutrition 

services

- Endocrinology
-  ENT (Ear, nose,  

and throat)
-  Gastroenterology
- General surgery

- Mental health
- OB/GYN
- Occupational therapy
- Orthopedics
- Physical therapy

- Podiatry
- Pulmonology
- Rheumatology
- Urology

In addition the clinic offers expanded radiology services that include X-ray, ultrasound, 
bone densitometry, mammography, as well as laboratory and therapy services.

NOW
OPEN
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Cedar Bark Festival Travis Audubon Society’s  
Baker Sanctuary open house

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Dog lovers and owners visited the Cedar 
Bark Park, 2525 W. New Hope Drive, Cedar 
Park, for the inaugural Cedar Bark Festival 
on April 26. 

The event was hosted by the Cedar Park 
Parks and Recreation Department, Friends 
of the Cedar Bark Park and the Williamson 
County Regional Animal Shelter, which 
accepted donations of food, beds and 
blankets from park guests. Event activities 
included agility competitions, vendor 
booths, demonstrations and a costume 
contest. 

1   Throughout the 5-acre off-leash park, 
pets could perform tricks for prizes.

2  Volunteers from the Hutto-based 
Central Texas Disc Dogs club demonstrate 
their animals’ agility. 

3  Eric Mayfield attends the Cedar Bark 
Festival with his pugs, Nola (left) and Rocky.

4  Dogs such as Major, a chow-chow 
mix, were available for adoption from the 
Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter 
during the event. 

5  Pets showed off outfits and hair 
designs during the costume contest. Chloe, 
a poodle, is dressed with rhinestones and 
dyed fur. 

The Travis Audubon Society hosted its annual open house 
April 19 at the 690-acre Baker Sanctuary, 12308 Lime 
Creek Road, Leander. The wildlife sanctuary is home to 
the endangered golden-cheeked warbler as well as many 
other species of birds, butterflies and other animals. Those 
who attended the open house took guided nature walks, 
created bird feeders and learned about the preserve. 

1  Tour guide Diane Sherrill explains how the shape of a 
bluebonnet’s petals aid in its pollination by bees. Nature 
walks during the event featured listening for birds and 
exploring plants and wildlife. 

2  Cedar Park resident Tom Mitchell points out a 
mockingbird to his daughters Abby and Jessie. 

3  The historical homestead on the Baker Sanctuary 
property was donated to the Travis Audubon Society.  
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From left: Owners Bobby Ham, Troy Christ and Seon Jaramillo divide their time between the Cedar Park 
store and their new location in Northwest Austin.
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Blue Bottom Pool & Spa Supply
Company makes a splash with second store

T roy Christ and Bobby Ham worked 
for a combined 30 years in the 
retail and service business before 

pooling their resources to open Blue Bot-
tom Pool & Spa Supply on Whitestone 
Boulevard in Cedar Park in 2010. 

With the knowledge and experience 
gained from decades of taking care of 
pools, the duo educates customers on 
proper pool and spa maintenance and 
offers advice for specific problems.

“It puts us ahead of the game, big time,” 
said Christ, who requires employees to 
gain hands-on experience caring for pools. 
“I want them in the backyards,” he said.

Blue Bottom Pools—which now 
includes two locations—is partly a fam-
ily business. The third co-owner is Seon 
Jaramillo, who is Ham’s brother-in-law. 
Jaramillo handles the shop’s market-
ing from his home in San Antonio and 
commutes to the stores when possible. 
Additionally, Christ has an uncle who 
keeps the books, and Ham’s uncle cleans 
pools for the company. 

With the opening of a second store on 
RR 620 near Anderson Mill Road in April, 
Blue Bottom Pools has expanded its reach 
but continues to focus on the core services 
that keep the company afloat. The retail 
stores sell parts and chemicals, and offer 
education and water analysis. The service 
side of the business cleans about 100 pools 

per week. The company also sells, installs 
and repairs above-ground pools.

A free water analysis service offered at 
both locations brings many customers 
in the door, Christ said. Most take-home 
water test kits only check levels of chlo-
rine, pH and alkalinity, he said. But with 
the in-store system, customers get a read-
ing on 15 different aspects of water quality.

“But it’s not like we just hand you 
a piece of paper, and you’re on your 
own,” he said, adding the company will 
send customers home with step-by-step 
instructions on which chemicals to add to 
the water and in what order.

Customers who are new to pool main-
tenance can be overwhelmed by water 
problems and sometimes think their only 
option is to drain the pool, Christ said. 

“But we try very hard to teach them how 
to maintain it without having to drain it,” 
he said. “That’s literally the whole point of 
this store.”

Ham said he often advises customers to 
treat their water in different ways depend-
ing on the season, which reduces the use 
of chemicals that may build up over time. 

Learning to maintain a backyard pool 
efficiently through the challenges of each 
season takes time and effort, Christ said. 

“It takes almost everybody a full season 
to really wrap their head around their 
pool,” he said. 

BUSINESS

601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 704,
Cedar Park
512-259-7665

Pool School
Learning how to manage a backyard pool 
can be overwhelming, so homeowners 
seeking one-on-one instruction can enroll 
in Pool School with Blue Bottom Pool & Spa 
Supply. For $150, a company employee will 
provide a personalized training session at 
the homeowner’s pool that lasts about two 
hours. 

Topics covered may include managing 
chemicals, operating and labeling 
equipment, cleaning out debris, brushing the 
pool, testing the water, taking photographs 
of equipment to keep on file at the store, and 
discussing the routine maintenance required 
on a weekly and monthly basis.

Customers are also able to call or come 
in to either location during store hours to 
ask questions for free. Bringing in pictures 
of pool equipment or specific problems is 
recommended.

By Elizabeth Hunter

By The Numbers

$500 annual cost of the 
chemicals needed to 
maintain a backyard pool

12 employees

forms of 
chlorine

15

Blue Bottom Pool & Spa Supply

11416 N. RR 620, Ste. J, Austin
512-436-9572
www.bluebottompoolsupply.com
Twitter: @bbpoolsupply
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. noon–4 p.m.

Average of 35 
above-ground pools 

installed per year

Anderson Mill Rd.
Whitestone Blvd.

Quest 
Pkwy.

El Salido Pkwy.
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The WaterLink spin photometer provides a pre-
cise analysis of a customer’s pool or spa water 
in about 60 seconds, store owners said. 

Customers can find a wide variety of water- 
balancing additives and recommendations for 
how to safely mix the chemicals at either store.

2010
Opened Cedar 
Park store in

100
pools serviced 

every week

water quality tests to 
analyze water samples

   average

available for different 
seasons and pool 
needs

7

wanted
31 people to try a revolutionary new digital 

technology in hearing aids!

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday | June 10, 11 & 12
Call (512) 402-8893 immediately to schedule your evaluation to determine 

if you are an eligible candidate for this program

Qualifi ed candidates could 
receive the hearing aids for 
up to 50% off MSRP and a 

one year supply of batteries

3 DAYS ONLY! &

welcome new patients!

1201 N. Lakeline Blvd.  512.379.7272   www.zestfamily.com   www.skinologie.com

zest 
family medicine

skinologie
medical spa

francis 
mijares, 
fnp
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11880 Old FM 2243, Ste. 104, Leander 
512-354-1513

13010 W. Parmer Lane, Cedar Park
512-587-1877
www.txbed.com 
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,
Sun. noon–6 p.m. 

Robert and Michele Boudreaux show an adjustable foundation mattress at their Leander location. 
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Mattress Made Easy
Couple starts discount bed store in Leander

R obert and Michele Boudreaux’s 
first Mattress Made Easy store in 
Leander was a soft test that soon 

found a strong foundation, Robert said.
They opened the store on Old FM 2243 

in January 2011. By December 2012 the 
couple had added a second store in Cedar 
Park and joined their business partner-
ship with a marriage partnership. Since 
then the couple has watched both loca-
tions flourish by offering name-brand 
luxury mattresses at discounts of 50 
percent or more, Robert said.

“We’re still competing somewhat 
against the retail stores, but we have more 
of a niche market,” he said. “You can get a 
mattress here, which 
retails for $2,000,  
for $700.”

Mattress Made 
Easy sells items 
from Sealy Corp. 
and brands such as 
Stearns & Foster. 
Department stores 
used some of Mattress Made Easy’s mat-
tresses as demo models, Robert said.

“[Stores] send them back to Sealy, the 
manufacturer,” he said. “[Employees] 
inspect them, re-bag them, box them 
up into a truck, and I buy them by the 
18-wheeler. So I don’t actually get to order 
what I want. I get what’s in the truck. It’s 
kind of like Christmas every time.”

The store can deepen its discounts to 
customers by selling mattresses without 
manufacturers’ warranties and with 
small scuff marks made during shipment. 
Mattress Made Easy customers can learn 
exactly what scuff marks led to a mat-
tress’s discount, Robert said.

“Sometimes they get forklifted on the 
bottom and it doesn’t affect the function-
ality of the mattress,” he said. “But cos-
metically there might be a blemish on it.”

For $35 buyers can add same-day 

mattress delivery and setup, Michele said. 
The store also sells discounted bedding 
and frames when supplies are available. 

Before they started their mattress 
business, Robert worked for about 20 
years in the technology industry and 
Michele worked as a security supervisor. 
Both Robert and Michele were raised in 
Missouri and attended the same schools 
before they reconnected on the Inter-
net and decided to attempt a business 
together, they said.

“I went from a high-tech to a no-tech 
[job],” Robert said. “You’re selling some-
body something they’re going to sleep on 
and be happy with for a long time, but it’s 

more of a  
comfort thing.”

Michele man-
ages the store’s 
accounting and 
said she enjoys 
the change from 
security work.

“Mattresses 
don’t argue back,” she said.

Michele said store customers often 
express frustration with the mattress-
shopping process.

“They compare it to car shopping, and 
we try to make it easier,” Michele said.

The Leander store remains the f lag-
ship location and the site of Mattress 
Made Easy’s warehouse, but the Cedar 
Park store at Parmer Lane and Whites-
tone Boulevard has gained more traffic, 
Robert said.

“We would love to grow more, to 
expand,” he said.

Staffers do not work on commis-
sion and may encourage customers to 
compare Mattress Made Easy’s prices to 
those at other stores, Robert said. 

“Whatever it takes, we make the 
people happy,” he said. “We really try to 
exceed in that area.”

BUSINESS

Mattress Made Easy

Old FM 2243

Bagdad Rd.

Mattress Made Easy has showroom space at its 
Cedar Park store that opened in late 2012.

An adjustable mattress foundation is one of several 
Sealy Corp. models the store sells at discount.

By Stephen Burnett

“[Customers] compare [mat-
tress shopping] to car shop-
ping, and we try to make it 
easier.”

—Michele Boudreaux, Mattress Made Easy 
co-owner

Mattresses on the market
Spring mattresses are firmer, supported by 
metal coils and are often the least expensive.

Memory foam mattresses are softer and can 
include additions such as cooling gel.

Hybrid mattresses have firmer springs on the 
bottom and softer memory foam on top.

Adjustable mattress foundations have 
controls for lifting the mattress’s front or back.
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Colonial Pkwy.

Whitestone Blvd.

Parm
er Ln.

Vista Ridge 
Blvd.

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

in Family Medicineininninnnniniin yyyylliiimmmFaFaaaFFFFFF yyiFamily dicineMMedMedicineyy Medicine
901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.sifm.net Accepting new patients
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FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Why First Texas Bank?
“It only took a few 
minutes to get my 
new debit card!”

Skip the waiting - get your card today!
Lost your wallet? Damaged your debit card?  No problem!  We know you 
want your card now.  Whether you’re opening a new account or need a 
replacement, just stop by and receive your new card immediately.  No more 
waiting for the mail!

Instant ATM & Debit Cards are printed at our following locations:
•  Georgetown: 900 South Austin Ave. 
 480 Del Webb Blvd.
•  Liberty Hill: 721 Highway 183

•  Round Rock: 500 Round Rock Ave. 
•  Pflugerville: 1600 West Pecan
•  Cedar Park: 1901 Bagdad Road

Call our Team Today! 512-583-0700
Lakeline Ranch Dental  | www.lakelineranchdental.com

10900 Lakeline Mall Dr. #250, Austin
We accept most dental insurances. Some fi nancing options also available. 

MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE 1 FREE WALK GATE 
WITH ANY FENCING PURCHASE.

ORNAMENTAL STEEL 

WOOD PRIVACY 

CHAIN LINK

CUSTOM GATES

 FARM & RANCH FENCING

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

PERGOLAS & GAZEBOS

STONE & CONCRETE WORK

MASTER ELECTRICIAN ON 

PREMISE TO INSTALL & 

REPAIR POWER GATES
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Gloria’s Cafe

Whitestone Blvd.

Continental Pass Lakeline B
lvd.

Gloria’s Cafe
Owners prefer restaurant over retirement

Tony Mejia said he tried to 
retire once, but he and his wife, 
Gloria, were drawn back to the 

restaurant business. 
Since May 2012 they have owned and 

operated Gloria’s Cafe on Lakeline Bou-
levard in Cedar Park, cooking American, 
Tex-Mex and West Coast favorites familiar 
to customers of their former restaurant, 
Tony’s Cafe, in Leander.

The menu at Gloria’s includes the 
couple’s signature items such as Califor-
nia-style burritos and an omelet with pork, 
green chilies and special sauce, Tony said.

“I like for foods to be presentable,” Tony 
said. “Cooking is a way you present. It’s an 
art to present a dish that you can look at 
and enjoy eating.”

Cooking runs in the Mejia family. 
Two of Tony and Gloria’s sons, Eric and 
Alex, work with three other cooks in the 
kitchen. The restaurant serves dinner 
Wednesday through Sunday, opens daily 
for breakfast and lunch, and offers break-
fast items all day.

The menu is based on the couple’s 
restaurant experience in three other cities: 
Petaluma, Calif.; Olympia, Wash.; and Las 
Vegas. After a visit with family in Cedar 
Park, the couple moved to the city in 2005 
and attempted to retire, Tony said.

“About eight months went by, and I was 
going crazy,” he said. “I was going to bed 
at 3 o’clock in the morning because I was 
bored, and I didn’t get up until three in 
the afternoon.”

In 2005 the Mejias rented a building 

on US 183 in Leander and ran Tony’s 
Cafe until Tony had a stroke in 2008. The 
Mejias sold the restaurant, but by 2012 
Tony spotted an open space on Lakeline 
Boulevard. It was time for a new restau-
rant, one similar to Tony’s but with a new 
name, he said.

“We all agreed Gloria’s Cafe would 
sound a little different,” Tony said.

The Lakeline location draws newcom-
ers and fans who recall Tony’s in Leander, 
Gloria said.

“Ninety percent of our customers are 
the local people,” she said.

A clientele featuring employees on 
breaks, families and senior citizens eat the 
restaurant’s daily breakfast specials priced 
at $4.49 from 7 a.m. to noon, Gloria said.

Increased traffic on Lakeline Boule-
vard in 2013 brought Gloria’s about  
30 percent more customers than in the 
previous year, Tony said. That helped 
the couple buy a larger kitchen freezer, 
new chairs for the dining room and a 
computer system, Gloria said.

But Gloria’s keeps an old-fashioned feel 
that the couple doesn’t intend to change, 
she said. 

For now Tony has no plans to retire 
again. Even when he and Gloria dine out 
they are researching other menus for ideas. 
During vacations they call back home to 
check how the restaurant is doing, he said.

“Having a business, being involved for 
so many years, is like a part of you,” Tony 
said. “I would like to retire. But if I retire, I 
have to do something.”

DINING

1201 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park
512-259-1144
www.facebook.com/gloriascafecedarpark
Hours: Sun.–Tue. 7 a.m.–3 p.m.,  
Wed.–Sat. 7 a.m.–8 p.m.

Menu selections 
Gloria’s Cafe serves a variety of Tex-Mex, 
American and West Coast dishes for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner.  

By Stephen Burnett

Restaurateurs Gloria and Tony Mejia serve Tex-Mex breakfast and more at Gloria’s Cafe in Cedar Park.
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1  From left: Gloria’s cook Ricky Straley 
is joined by co-owner Tony Mejia after 
preparing a ham and egg breakfast plate 
($8.95) for an afternoon customer.

2  The Three Layer Dip appetizer ($7.95) 
includes refried beans, hamburger, cheese, 
sour cream, pico de gallo and guacamole 
served with tortilla chips. 

3  The Shrimp Omelette ($9.95) is filled with 
shrimp, spinach and hollandaise sauce, and is 
served with hash browns and toast with jam.

4  Beef or chicken fajitas ($13.95) come with 
with green peppers, onions, refried beans, 
rice and more served with rice or  
corn tortillas. 

1

2

3

4

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

Three convenient locations:

Now hiring at the Burnet location
Flexible Childcare 

+ 
Tutor Solutions. 

Happy Children.  
Stronger Families.

512.818.7976  
collegenanniesandtutors.com/cedarparktx

OFFERING STUDY 
SKILLS PROGRAMS
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Tim League
Founder and CEO, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema

A career in the movie business was not originally in the cards for Tim League, founder 
and CEO of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema.

Before starting the Austin-based movie theater chain, League attended Rice University, 
where he graduated in 1992 with degrees in mechanical engineering and art history. His 
engineering career started and ended with a two-year stint at Shell Oil in Bakersfield, 
Calif., the same city where he eventually opened his first movie theater.

The short-lived Tejon theater closed in 1995, at which point League and his wife, Kar-
rie, packed up and moved to Austin to start Alamo Drafthouse. The initial start was not 
without risk, as the couple cobbled together $250,000 in startup money, part of which 
came from their parents. In addition to Alamo Drafthouse, League is also the co-founder 
of Fantastic Fest, the largest genre film festival in the United States. He also operates a 
new distribution venture called Drafthouse Films, which helped distribute the Oscar-
nominated documentary “The Act of Killing,” among other movies.

How did you start the Alamo 
Drafthouse venture?

That goes back to Bakersfield. I was 
working for Shell Oil as an engineer, and I 
knew pretty quickly—my first day on the 
job, honestly—that this was something of 
a mistake. I shouldn’t have done this. … So 
I started with an exit strategy in mind. On 
my way to work, there was an abandoned 
movie theater, and one day there was a 
‘For lease’ sign on the movie theater. It 
had never crossed my mind that one could 
just lease a movie theater and get in the 
business of showing movies. A week later, I 
signed the lease. This was just an impulsive 
decision—I was 23 years old and thought I 
knew everything. It was quite the opposite. 
I didn’t know anything about business. So 
we took sort of a crash-course MBA for 
those two years.
Did you have doubts about running a 
movie theater?

We knew if we got a better location, we 
knew in our hearts what we were trying to 
do there we could do successfully some-
where else like Austin.
How did the dining experience while 
watching a movie come about?

There was a theater in Portland [Ore.]
that did beer and food service in the 
theater, and we really liked it. … So, yeah 
we completely blatantly ripped it off from 
another theater.

Why do you think the cinema eatery 
concept has been so popular?

Traditional movie concessions work for 
a certain group—sometimes you want a 
Coke and a popcorn. But our audience is a 
little older just by the nature of what we do, 
and so it’s a great date experience where 
you can compress eating and going to a 
movie into two hours and minimize the 
babysitting time.
How did you start the whole concept 
of making themed nights in which 
the food reflects the movie?

I think that just comes with me being a 
movie fan, and I like to throw events and 
parties. So it just seemed a natural fit. ... 
The idea of making the experience special 
and offering people something they can’t 
get anywhere else was very early on part of 
our marketing strategy to build loyalty. 
How have home entertainment 
options affected business?

I don’t think it does. People have been 
forecasting the demise of the cinema 
industry since television was invented. 
The reality is, when you think about it, 
say on a Friday or Saturday night, there 
is really only one decision you make: Are 
you going to stay home, or are you going 
to go out? We compete against going-out 
options, so we compete with bowling, 
roller skating, going to a bar—not so 
much roller skating. Those damn roller 

skaters. I think that’s true of the ’50s, and 
I think that’s true of today.
How have some of these similar 
concept ideas affected your 
business?

I don’t have a problem with it. I already 
said I’m a notorious sampler of ideas 
myself, so I think having more quality 
offerings just kind of raises the profile of 
people wanting to go out to the cinema. I 
also think it’s healthy to have competition 
to keep us on our toes and make sure we’re 
trying to stay ahead of everybody.
As CEO, what do you do?

There’s no real set day. We have other 
companies that are not just brick-and-mor-
tar theaters. We’re acquiring and distribut-
ing films, and it’s almost like that’s a startup. 
It’s a five-person team that should be a 
20-person team, so I work a lot on that. But 
when it comes to the theater itself, I see my 
primary job as just making sure we don’t 
lose track of who we are. We’re expanding. 
We opened eight theaters last year—we only 
have 18 theaters—so that’s doubling our size 
last year. So when you do that, there’s chal-
lenges with growth to make sure what we’re 
offering doesn’t get diluted and doesn’t turn 
something that was once great into some-
thing awful or mediocre.
How did the decision work out to 
relocate Fantastic Fest?

Well, it wasn’t really my decision. There 

was a 60-foot gaping hole where our 
theater used to be, so you can’t really do 
a festival there, so we just worked with 
what we had. It turned out great, actually. 
What we found at South Lamar, we would 
lose people sometimes to go have fun in 
Austin. But by putting it up in Lakeline, it 
created an even better community experi-
ence because everyone knew everyone.  I 
really liked it up there because by the end 
of the eight days, it felt like everybody was 
way more a part of what we were trying 
to do.
What tweaks and features are 
included in the new theater at 
Lakeline Market?

We haven’t pulled the trigger on it yet, 
but there’s some new sound formats I’m 
interested in. Dolby has come out with 
this thing, Dolby Atmos. Atmos has 46 
isolated speakers. When you sit down to 
watch the movie, it automatically re-
equalizes the room based on how many 
people are in there, so it’s supposed to 
be perfect sound but very few movies 
are fixed in this. We’re waiting to see if 
it sticks before we make what is a pretty 
massive investment. ... At the Lakeline 
facility, we moved the kitchen upstairs 
above the lobby ... which meant we took 
all the food service out of public view. It’s 
more expensive to build, but I think we 
like that model.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

By Joe Lanane

Tim League, founder of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, was an engineer before starting the movie theater company.

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS
Comprehensive Orthodontic care 

for children, teens and adults
• Fully Board certi� ed orthodontic specialist
• Invisalign Preferred Provider
• Expanded before school hours
• In-network with most major PPO plans
• Multiple a� ordable payment options

12171 W. Parmer Ln. • Cedar Park, TX 78613
Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.                

512-260-0084  •  www.averyortho.com

Learning through play and discovery! Our unique 
preschool encourages discovery, creativity and 
exploration through our balanced curriculum designed 
to meet the social, emotional and cognitive needs of 
every child.  Serving children ages 6 weeks -5 years as 
well as after school care and Summer Camp.

New monthly free parenting and childbirth classes 
presented by the Doctors at Cedar Park Pediatrics! 

Call for more information! 

3200 Hatch Rd. • Cedar Park, Tx 78613 • 512.331.5400

620
183

Hatch Rd.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Check 
our website 
for current 
enrollment 

specials!

WWW.LITTLEACORNACADEMY.COM



Cedar Park | Leander Edition • May 2014 FEATURES  31

you are going places. so are we.
at the central texas regional Mobility 
authority, we build More than toll roads.

We are getting you where you want to go – to work, to play, to volunteer –  
with fewer delays and less stress, and with speed and efficiency. Providing  
mobility choices and growing our economy.

With a vision to create a seamless network of regional, tolled expressways  
connecting Travis and Williamson counties, we keep you and your business moving. 
We’ve prepared this special community report to bring you up to speed on some 
exciting mobility developments across Central Texas.  

so who is the Mobility authority? 
We’re local and here to serve you. We’re headquartered here, live here, 

and are focused on Central Texas. Chartered by Travis and Williamson 
counties, we are a public agency, created under the authority of the State  
Legislature, with a Board of Directors appointed by elected officials. We’re  
transparent and accountable. We involve the public in every step of the process 
from environmental planning to design. 

building a better Mopac, and More.
We’re in the middle of building another high-profile project – the  

addition of Express Lanes to an 11-mile stretch of MoPac. Transforming one  
of Austin’s most congested corridors, it will become a more efficient and  
enjoyable roadway.  

You may already know us by our first project, the 183A toll road 
in Williamson County. Since it opened in 2007, the 11.6-mile roadway 

 has exceeded original traffic and revenue expectations and spurred  
incredible economic development in Cedar Park and Leander.

We invested more than $426 million in our second project, the Manor 
Expressway, along US 290 East. The first phase opened at the end of 2012, 
and the entire project will be completed and open to drivers this May. 

Whether you run a small or large business, or travel to work, shop, or play, 
mobility helps drive your success. And that’s what drives us.

we are the central texas
regional Mobility authority.

contact us:

what’s inside:
Mopac improvement project:

Meet MoPac Man
Construction Update

Manor expressway: 
Phase 2 Opening

special coMMunity report

Mobilityauthority.com  n  Facebook.com/Mobilityauthority  n  twitter @ctxMobility  n  info@ctrma.org  n  (512) 996-9778
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Meet Mopac Man 
hi, i’m steve pustelnyk, but my fellow  
super-heroes call me Mopac Man. i’ve got a 
tough job on my hands, helping you navigate 
the challenging twists and turns of the Mopac 
improvement project. so i’ve employed a wide 
range of secret weapons to help me do it.   
actually, they aren’t so secret, but they are  
pretty creative and helpful.

Questions or concerns?
Steve Pustelnyk, Director of Community Relations

24/7 HOTLINE:  (512) 270-5000

When you’re driving, check us out on 800 AM. Critics  
call it clever, funny and refreshing. We call it Highway  
Advisory Radio with a twist.

website:  I’ve loaded our website with all kinds of great information. On the homepage you 
can view our latest lane closure alerts, see where construction is taking place on an interactive map 

and even see if traffic is backed up along the corridor. You can also sign up for text alerts or email alerts and 
check out construction progress on our project webcams. See for yourself at MoPacExpress.com.

twitter:  Just about every day, I issue traffic alerts and other valuable information via our 
Twitter feed, @ImproveMoPac.

sMartphone:  Our handy-dandy smartphone app puts the many great features of our 
website into your hot little hands while you’re on the go. It’s the fastest way to get a quick  

summary of everything we are doing.
 

highway advisory radio:  When you’re stuck in traffic on MoPac, tune into  
800 AM for a little entertainment, a quick dose of MoPac Man humor and, most importantly, 

the latest information on work activities for the upcoming week.

project hotline:  I sit at my desk 24 hours a day, just waiting for you to call our 
project hotline at (512) 270-5000. Actually, we have a team that helps me do that. So if you 

have a concern that needs immediate attention, give us a call and we’ll address it right away. Or if  
you have a question you’re afraid you might forget, call us anytime; we’ll get it answered faster than 
you might expect.



Cedar Park | Leander Edition • May 2014 FEATURES  33

a better Mopac is just around the corner.
Our team is working hard to minimize the impact of construction 

on drivers and nearby neighbors. Lane closures are limited to off-peak 
hours: 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., Monday through Thursday; midnight 

Saturday to 10 a.m. Sunday morning; and after 5 p.m. on Sunday afternoons. 
However, backups occasionally occur, so be sure to check in with us ahead 

of time. 
While most of our lane closures are taking place at night, we are trying 

to do as much work as possible during the day to minimize the noise impacts 
to surrounding neighborhoods. Despite this, noise will be an issue from time 
to time.

how the new Mopac will work:
Construction may be aggravating, but when it’s completed in late 

2015, MoPac will be better than ever. The MoPac Improvement Project will  
include 11 miles of new Express Lanes between Parmer Lane and Lady  
Bird Lake. These special Express Lanes will be separated from the three  

existing non-tolled lanes by special striping and white plastic sticks.
 Drivers will have the option of using the Express Lanes to 

bypass congestion and get where they’re going with fewer delays. 
The Express Lanes will provide reliable, uncongested, 

non-stop routes to speed public transit buses, 
registered van pools, and emergency  
vehicles to their destinations.

To keep the Express Lanes moving 
when adjacent lanes are congested,  

individual drivers will be charged a variable 
toll that increases when traffic is heavy and decreases when traffic 

is light.
Most importantly, all three existing non-tolled lanes will be preserved, 

increasing mobility options without taking away those non-tolled options.
For those living nearby, sound walls will be built to reduce traffic noise affecting neighborhoods.
In some areas, new shared-use paths and sidewalks for pedestrians and cyclists will connect with 

existing facilities to improve safety and make it easier to get around town. Aesthetic enhancements and 
significant landscaping improvements will improve the visual appearance of the corridor.  

Existing non-tolled lanes

New tolled Express 
Lanes provide reliable  

travel speeds

New sound walls to  
reduce traffic noise

EXPRESS

EXPRESS

we’re working overnight to get the job done
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5k Family Fun run – 8 a.m.       
community Festival 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

join the Mobility authority for the exciting grand 
opening celebration of the Manor expressway.  
we’re hosting a free, community-wide festival right 
in the middle of the tollway – on a mile-long stretch 
between giles road and harris branch parkway in 
front of applied Materials. 

the celebration kicks off with a 5k Family Fun run 
at 8 a.m. benefitting Meals on wheels and More. the 
celebration starts at 10 a.m. with a car show featuring 
low riders and Mini cars, a food court, community 
booths, a kid’s zone play area, music, dancers and more. 
an exciting ribbon-cutting and parade will mark the 
opening of the new Manor expressway to traffic.

visit mobilityauthority.com/290toll to learn 
more and register for the 5k and the festival!

n Phase One 
n Phase Two

35

GEORGETOWN

ROUND ROCK

HUTTO

MANOR
AUSTIN

on May 17, the Mobility authority will open the  
second phase of the Manor expressway to traffic. 

Highway 290 East has long been one of the 
most congested roadways in the Greater Austin 
area. Traffic along the corridor has increased by 78 
percent since 1990. To meet this growing need, 
the Mobility Authority began construction on 
the first phase of the Manor Expressway in 2010,  
opening it to drivers in December 2012. The  
second phase will add three tolled lanes in each 
direction from Springdale Road to the Manor city 
limits. Three non-tolled frontage lanes are already 
open. Cyclists and pedestrians will enjoy a 5-mile 
shared-use path along the Expressway.

get a txtag and save 25% on 
your Manor expressway toll! 
www.txtag.org  
 

be among the first 200 people to rsvp for 
the grand opening Festival and you’ll be 
entered into a drawing for one of five $50 
txtag vouchers, plus a vip commuter prize 
package. Must be present to win!

whee!
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Executive Director Michael Torres said CCP began in 1989 after three children in Travis County died of abuse.
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Center for Child 
Protection

I n 2014 a Travis County nonprofit 
celebrates its 25th year of helping to 
assist children who have been physi-

cally or sexually abused.
When a child is the suspected victim 

of abuse or is a witness to a violent crime 
such as homicide in Travis County, 
they are referred to the Center for Child 
Protection for a forensic interview. There 
they also can receive free services such as 
medical exams, court orientation, parent 
coaching, referrals for psychiatric services, 
protective parenting groups, emergency 
funding, crisis intervention, and individ-
ual and family therapy. Executive Director 
Michael Torres said the center hopes to 
provide healing for the families it sees. 

“I’d like to use the word ‘healing,’ but 
when you’ve been victimized in that way, 
it’s not something that you ever forget, 
nor really should you,” he said. “But what 
we try to accomplish is not having that 
victimization identify who they are. To a 
certain degree, it becomes a sacred wound 
for them and something that becomes a 
part of their life but not ultimately who 
they are. Healing … it’s different for  
every family.”

Families are referred by law enforce-
ment or Child Protective Services to 
CCP, which collaborates with police 
departments including Austin, Austin 
ISD, Cedar Park and Leander as well 
as the Travis County Sheriff’s Office to 
help conduct suspected abuse investiga-
tions involving children. The nonprofit 
aims to lessen the trauma that can be 
associated with abuse investigations and 
only interviews children once for official 
police statements. Torres said it is com-
mon for children to feel intimidated by 
the presence of a police officer, so CCP’s 
forensic interviewers record the interview 
for police records. The average interview 
is about 45 minutes, depending on the 

situation and the child, he said. 
“It takes a tremendous amount of cour-

age, I think, for those children to outcry,” 
he said. “We’re trying to heal them the 
best that we can.”

After the interview many families 
come back to the center for healing aids. 
In addition to talk therapy, the nonprofit 
uses other forms of therapies and tactile 
activities to help children and families 
cope with trauma. 

“We also discovered that it was not 
enough just to intervene on behalf of these 
children,” he said. “If we were really going 
to break the cycle of abuse, we needed to 
try to heal their spirits.”

Director of Program Services Amanda 
Van Hoozer said through art, ropes 
courses or pet therapy, it can be easier 
for counselors to understand someone’s 
struggle. She said pet therapy is effec-
tive because it provides a distraction for 
people who may be shy, embarrassed  
or ashamed.

“[Animals] are nonjudgmental, they give 
you something to do because you’re petting 
them,” she said. “Four-legged creatures 
seem to be able to [provide] things that we 
as adults can’t do, especially with kids.”

Staffers also give children anatomi-
cally correct dolls and drawing pads to 
demonstrate their abusive experience, 
some of which is used as evidence in court 
cases. CCP raised $9.2 million in dona-
tions to help build its facility on FM 969 in 
Austin and has been used by the FBI, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security and 
officials from the Attorney General’s office 
for investigations. 

Torres said the organization will con-
tinue to push for abuse prevention and 
education. 

“I tell people all the time when I speak 
to the community that I would love to be 
unemployed, I really would.”

NONPROFIT

8509 FM 969, Bldg. 2, Austin
512-472-1164
www.centerforchildprotection.org 

How to report abuse
Most abused children do not talk about their 
abuse or tell anyone what is happening, 
according to CCP. If you suspect abuse has 
occurred: 

• Call the abuse hotline at 1-800-252-5400.
• Report it online at www.txabusehotline.org.
• In a life-threatening emergency, dial 9-1-1 

or contact local law enforcement  
immediately.

Some signs of abuse include:
• An abused child or teenager may develop 

new fears of situations, places or people. 
• If a child or teen is not allowed or able to 

express anger toward the abuser, they may 
take their anger out on others or themselves.

• A child or teen might have problems 
sleeping, have nightmares, or experience a 
sudden loss or gain in appetite.

• A child or teen might feel guilt and shame 
from being abused, which can cause them 
to hurt themselves.

The Center for Child Protection uses many 
therapy methods to help children, including play.

Children at the center participate in craft making.

Art and pet therapies are also used to help children 
express their feelings and cope with trauma at CCP.

By Lyndsey Taylor

Walter E. Long Lake

Source: Center for Child Protection

u No Home equity Needed 
u Loan Funds up to $50,000 
u Funds deposited in oNe business day 
u Use it for aNytHiNG!

1. Loan subject to credit approval. Home-
ownership and Amplify membership re-
quired; additional restrictions, limitations 
and exclusions may apply;  please contact 
an Amplify representative for further details. 
All Amplify loan programs, rates, terms and 
conditions are subject to change at any time 
without notice. Federally insured by NCUA.

aPPLy NoW:  
goamplify.com/homeownerloan

888-577-7554

The NEW Amplify Homeowner Express Loan1 gives you a  

fast, flexible, low-rate solution! Use your loan funds for 

home improvement, paying off high-interest debt, large-ticket 

purchases, travel! This is the loan you’ve been waiting for!

USE THIS LOAN FOR ANYTHING
No Home Equity Needed! 

2014Q2_express_CIstrip_LCP.indd   1 5/5/14   2:46 PM
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HOURS
9 a.m.–6 p.m. daily, weather 
permitting. No swimming or entry 
after 5:30 p.m. 

COST
$15 per vehicle, $8 for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. 
Credit cards are not 
accepted.

ADDRESS 24300 Hamilton Pool Road, Dripping Springs

PHONE 512-264-2740 WEBSITE
parks.traviscountytx.gov/find-a-park/
hamilton-pool

CAMPING No ALCOHOL No

HOURS
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
July 4 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

COST
Ages 0–3: Free, ages 4–12: $5, 
ages 13–59: $9, age 60 and 
older: $5

ADDRESS 100 Blue Hole Lane, Wimberley

PHONE 512-660-9111 WEBSITE www.blueholeregionalpark.com

CAMPING
Ten spots are available for 
organized groups only. ALCOHOL No

36  FEATURES

A collapsed grotto and canyon are the 
distinctive natural features of Hamilton 
Pool, designated a preserve in 1990. 
A 50-foot waterfall cascades down 
limestone formations and into the pool, 
which has steady water levels even 
in a drought. Hamilton Pool is also 
popular among bird enthusiasts, who 
can catch a glimpse of the Golden-
cheeked Warbler. The grounds also 
feature picnic tables and walking trails.

Nearby attractions: Twisted X 
Brewing Co., The Salt Lick,  
West Cave Outdoor Discovery Center

People have been swimming at Blue 
Hole for at least a century, Park 
Manager Lauren Shrum said. The 
temperature at the swimming hole 
stays in the low 70s year-round. 
Generations of swimmers have 
been able to rely on the presence of 
temperate water and rope swings at 
this scenic swimming spot. Blue Hole 
is open on weekends in May and 
September and daily between May 27 
and Sept. 2. 

Nearby attractions: The Leaning 
Pear, Downtown Wimberley, Duchman 
Family Winery

BLUE HOLE HAMILTON POOL DRIPPING SPRINGSWIMBERLEY

It has become a common sight in Texas to see dried-up 
riverbeds where water once flowed. Drought has sapped the 
water from many riverbanks, and desertification has dried up vegetation 
in many areas. Fortunately the arid Central Texas area is also dotted with spring-
fed swimming holes and natural areas. Whether visitors are looking for respite from the 
heat or hoping to enjoy a walk along scenic walking trails, the swimming holes featured 
here can delight almost anyone. From the urban oasis that is Barton Springs, near 
downtown Austin, to the picturesque seclusion of Krause Springs in Spicewood, many 
swimmers, nature enthusiasts and adventurers alike can find something to love at each 
of these locales. 

HOURS

5–8 a.m., swim at own risk; 8 a.m.–8 p.m., 
lifeguards on duty; 8–10 p.m., swim at own 
risk. Closed Thursdays from 9 a.m.–7 p.m. 
for cleaning

Infants: free; children (1–11) & seniors (62+): $1 (resident), $2 (nonresident); junior 
(12–17): $2 (resident), $3 (nonresident); adult (18–61): $3 (resident), $4 (nonresident)COST

ADDRESS 2201 Barton Springs Road, Austin

PHONE 512-476-9044

WEBSITE
www.austintexas.gov/department/
barton-springs-poolCAMPING No

ALCOHOL No

The 3-acre pool is fed by underground 
springs from the Edwards Aquifer and 
maintains a temperature of about 70 
degrees year-round. The pool has 
provided visitors from Austin and 
surrounding areas with a respite from 
the Central Texas sun since it was built 
in the 1930s. Actor and director Robert 
Redford learned to swim at Barton 
Springs during a trip to visit family in 
Austin when he was a child. 

Nearby attractions: Zilker Park, Uncle 
Billy’s Brew & Que, Umlauf Sculpture 
Garden

BARTON SPRINGS POOL AUSTIN
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    36 Licensed Skilled Nursing All Private Rooms
    57 Licensed Assisted Living Apartment - 4 fl oor plans

Medical Services:  
Medicare Certifi ed
Skilled Nursing (SNF) 
Respite Care 
Hospice Care  

Therapy Services:
In-house Therapy Team
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy
Wound Therapy

Managed by JEA Senior Living

2200 S. Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613 • Call 512.219.0200 today to schedule a complimentary tour!

New state of the art community located in the heart of Cedar Park

License # 133153 & 133772

Call To Schedule A Free Consultation!

LAW OFFICE OF NATHAN A. SNYDER, PLLC

• WILLS AND PROBATE

• REAL ESTATE MATTERS

• CIVIL MATTERS

1460 E. Whitestone Blvd., Suite 270 | Cedar Park | 512-986-7009 | www.nasnyderlaw.com
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HOURS
Summer office hours  
are 9 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Swimming 9 a.m.–
sundown

COST
Children younger than 4: free; 
children (ages 4–11): $5; adults  
(12 and older): $7. Credit cards are 
not accepted.

ADDRESS 424 Krause Spring Road, Spicewood

PHONE 830-693-4181 WEBSITE www.krausesprings.net

CAMPING
Campsites and RV pads 
available with water and 
electricity connections.

ALCOHOL
Yes, but no glass 
containers

HOURS Dawn to dusk year round COST Free

ADDRESS 100 Blue Hole Park, Georgetown 

PHONE 512-930-3595 WEBSITE http://parks.georgetown.org/blue-hole

CAMPING No ALCOHOL

Krause Springs is a sprawling 115-
acre property that is included in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
The 32 springs on the property 
have formed a natural pool that 
is constantly filled with 68-degree 
water. The property, which is 
open year-round, also features a 
manmade pool and butterfly garden, 
There are no lifeguards on duty, and 
pets are not allowed. 

Nearby attractions: Opie’s BBQ, 
Spicewood Vineyards, Blanco  
State Park

A scenic lagoon bordered by 
limestone bluffs along the south fork 
of the San Gabriel River, Blue Hole 
Park is located just north of the 
Williamson County justice complex. 
The park features picnic areas and 
restrooms as well as fishing and 
wading in the river. The entrance is 
located at West Second and  
Rock streets.

Nearby attractions: El Monumento 
restaurant, San Gabriel Park, the 
Square

KRAUSE SPRINGS BLUE HOLE PARKSPICEWOOD GEORGETOWN

HOURS 9 a.m.–9 p.m. dailyCOST Free

ADDRESS 109 Woodacre Drive, Wimberley

PHONE 512-847-2140 WEBSITE co.hays.tx.us/parks-department.aspx

CAMPING No ALCOHOL No

Jacob’s Well is a popular wading and 
swimming destination that also 
includes a series of walking trails. Park 
Manager Brooke Leftwich said the an 
improvement project will be unveiled at 
a ceremony May 10. The celebration 
will include guided tours, birding 
opportunities and geocaching. Access 
to the well will be limited to 40 people 
at a time in 2014 in order to protect the 
sensitive nature of the area, she said.

Nearby attractions: Driftwood 
Estates Winery, The Salt Lick, 
Wimberley Glassworks

WIMBERLEYJACOB’S WELL
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Compiled by  
Brett Thorne  
and JJ Velasquez
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*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply.  

Your Home

Apply today and save! 
800.749.9732 ext. 1002 

Home Equity Loans
as low as 

3.25% 
APR*

Accepting new patients 

Located next to 
Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

1401 Medical Parkway B Ste. 410 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkobgyn.com

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-9191

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-3636
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1540 Cypress Creek Rd Ste 106 Cedar Park, TX 78603 Tel: (512) 257-0888
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Expires May 31th 2014
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions

TOP STORY

Grants allow for construction of new sports facility for disabled children
HUTTO Hutto’s first sports facility 
specifically designed for disabled children 
broke ground the first week of May.

Several organizations, including the Cal 
Ripken Sr. Foundation, the Texas Rangers  
Foundation, the Ronald McDonald 
House, sMiles 4 Sammy, Chive Charities 
and Baylor Scott & White Health, have 
donated money toward the project. The 
Bridge Community Church—which is 
under construction—donated a 50-year 
lease next to its new site for the facility, 
which will be called the Keep Calm and 
Chive On Ability Field.

“Part of our whole vision as a church is 
to build a bridge to reach people through 
tangible acts of kindness,” said David 
McLain, the church’s pastor. “We didn’t 
want it to just be a place where we went to 
church; we wanted it to be a larger asset to 
the whole community.”

When finished, the 13,000-square-foot 
facility will provide playing space for 
Central Texas Ability Sports, a Hutto-
based nonprofit that provides sports 
leagues for disabled children. CTAS 
participants will be able to practice and 
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Once construction is complete, the all-abilities Hutto 
sports facility will feature an artificial grass field, 
dugouts, bleachers, a scoreboard, concession stand 
and bathrooms. A similar park pictured here was built 
in Fredricksburg, Va., to accommodate special-needs 
children.

play multiple sports, including baseball, 
kickball and soccer, at the new facility. The 
facility will have artificial grass on its field 
and will include two dugouts, bleachers, a 
scoreboard, a concession stand and bath-
rooms compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

The field will also be open for 

community use. CTAS co-founder John 
Lorek hopes to partner with surrounding 
school districts and other businesses to 
host field days and sports clinics. Its loca-
tion along SH 130 on the Travis/William-
son county border makes it accessible to 
players throughout the region, Lorek said.
Full story by Korri Kezar

Now Open
GEORGETOWN On March 1, 
Georgetown Paintball opened at  
1001 Bonnet Lane. The 12-acre 
paintball field is open on weekends.  
No equipment or experience is 
required, but pants, long-sleeved 
shirts and running shoes are 
recommended. 512-966-6930.  
www.georgetownpaintball.com

ROUND ROCK Owner Richard 
Ontiveros opened Coco’s Lounge on 
March 12 at 105 S. Mays St.  
Ontiveros said the business is a 
Tejano/country–inspired bar that 
serves wine and beer. Hours are 
Sun.–Fri. 4 p.m.–midnight and  
Sat. noon–1 a.m. 512-341-9337.

Coming Soon
AUSTIN By the end of the year, 
the former Seaholm Power Plant will 
be home to Boiler Nine Bar + Grill, 
an 11,000-square-foot restaurant 
that will span four floors. The power 
plant redevelopment project also 
includes 280 condominium units and 
athenahealth, which will add jobs to 
Austin. www.seaholm.info

IMPACTS
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NOW OPEN IN CEDAR PARK

From Invisalign to implants, our unique team of specialists 
can create beautiful smiles at one convenient location.

Come visit us for your complimentary consult!

512-593-7970  •  www.sonrisasdentalcenter.com

Services
Include:

1130 Cottonwood Creek Trail Bldg. A #1
Cedar Park, TX  78630

•  Braces

•  Accelerated Orthodontics
•  Implants
•  Periodontal Plastic Surgery
•  Surgical Extractions
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BUSINESS DINING

BEE CAVE  Local not-for-profit radio 
station KDRP’s founder Daryl O’Neal 
said he purchased the then-dark station 
with no equipment after a long career in 
commercial radio.

“We put $25,000 on a credit card to put 
the station on the air,” he said. 

O’Neal said the station thrived by play-
ing the favorite records of the staff and by 
broadcasting local church services and 
sporting events.

“Jesus and football was our motto,” he said.
O’Neal grew up surrounded by the 

sounds of rockabilly. His mother played 
the piano, and his grandfather played the 
fiddle, setting the course for O’Neal’s love 
of classic Americana music, a style he said 
one can be hard-pressed to find on the 
radio these days.

“We were in our own world, hyper-serv-
ing our community,” he said. 

The station reached only 345 homes 
when it launched in 2009, but it built its 
loyal following through a strong online 
presence, O’Neal said.

“We built a vibrant Internet backbone,” 
he said. “We have 5,000 people listening 
around the world each week. There are 
more people listening [to KDRP] in San 
Jose [California] than San Antonio.”

As the station expanded virtually, it 
struggled financially until well-known 
radio personalities such as Larry Monroe 

ROUND ROCK Gino’s Italian Restau-
rant co-owner Gina Ganster does not 
think it takes a genius to run a successful 
business.

“If you take care of your customers and 
take care of your employees, you’re going 
to become successful,” she said. 

Ganster said her family has been fol-
lowing that formula since her father, Gino 
Minardi, opened the restaurant in 1993. 
Originally opened as a small pizzeria, the 
business has expanded into a 40-table 
restaurant with a full Italian food menu.

Despite being 81 years old, Gino still 
shows up for work every day. While Gina 
and other family members run the day-
to-day operations of the restaurant, Gino 
still has the final say on most business 
decisions.

“It’s funny, he runs circles around 
some of the people in the kitchen,” Gina 
said. “I hope I have that same energy 
when I get that age.”

Most of the restaurant’s dishes are 
made in-house, Gina said. The restaurant 
gets its pasta fresh from Ma’s Pasta, a local 
pasta shop, and makes every dish to order.

Gino’s has established a large number 
of regulars during its 20 years in busi-
ness, Gina said. The restaurant’s clientele 
ranges on a given night from families 

KDRP Gino’s Italian 
Restaurant

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Local resources offer seniors independence
NORTHWEST AUSTIN After North-
west Austin resident Stan Brooks fell and 
broke his femur in 2012, he said local 
nonprofit Capital City Village provided 
him with the ability to continue living in 
his home and continue having an intellec-
tually stimulating life. 

Brooks, an Austinite since 1926, 
is a member of CCV, which provides 
resources and services for seniors to help 
them live in their homes as long as pos-
sible, a concept known as aging in place.

Organizations such as CCV and AGE 
of Central Texas Adult Day Health Center 
are encouraging seniors to maintain an 
autonomous lifestyle because it can pre-
vent loneliness, depression and memory 
loss, said Annette Juba, AGE’s deputy 
director of programs. 

“The majority of people say that they 
are happier if they can age in their own 
home rather than having to go somewhere 
else,” CCV Executive Director Bonnie 
Gilson said. “We’re actually getting more 
and more members now who are joining 

because they want to know that someone 
will be able to drive them to the doctor or 
to our programs or to the grocery store or 
wherever they need to go.”

Austin has the fastest-growing popula-
tion in the U.S. of people ages 55–64 and 
the second fastest-growing population of 
people age 65 and older, according to an 
analysis by The Brookings Institution. The 
U.S. saw a 49 percent growth in its popu-
lation of people ages 55–64 between 2000 
and 2010, according to the analysis.

Aging in place 
The concept of aging in place began 

in 2001 in Massachusetts because many 
seniors wanted to continue living in their 
homes instead of moving into a senior 
living facility, Gilson said. CCV is the first 
organization in Texas known as a virtual 
community because it has no brick-and-
mortar facility. CCV hosted an open 
house March 18 in Northwest Austin to 
notify seniors of its available services.

The nonprofit provides members with 

transportation to doctor appointments 
and errands and organizes a variety of 
social events, including interest groups, 
day trips to museums and theaters, exer-
cise classes, and game nights. Member-
ship also includes services such as real 
estate consulting, geriatric care, in-home 

medical care, lawn care, legal consulting 
and catering through local providers that 
partner with CCV. 

Brooks said he participates in at least 
three social events per week and has made 
friends through CCV. 
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor
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12600 Hill Country Blvd.
512-829-4681,
512-829-4680
www.kdrplive.org

TOP STORY
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Hill Country Blvd.

Galleria Cir.

and Jessie Scott took notice and volun-
teered to join the staff, O’Neal said.

Scott, the founder of the Americana 
Music Association, joined KDRP after she 
heard Larry Monroe, famous for his Blue 
Monday program, had left KUT radio to 
join KDRP, O’Neal said.

“I knew we had something when 
[Monroe] received a dozen roses from 
Elvis Costello’s wife after his first show,” 
O’Neal said.  
Full story by Kyle Webb

having a meal together to a couple on a 
romantic date. 

“You get to know lots of people,”  
she said. “Then when you have all  
these new people come in, they see  
how ... customers are treated and  
they say, ‘Wow.’”
Full story by Gene Davis

1701 S. Mays St.
512-218-9922
www.ginosroundrock.net
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–3 p.m. and 
5–9:30 p.m.
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Cosmetic Dentistry requires an expert touch. Dr. Tatyana Mokeyev has 14 years 

of experience specializing in all aspects of cosmetic dentistry. From whitening 

and restoring to aligning and refining, Dr. Tatyana works with each individual  

to understand their needs and give them the smile they’ve always wanted. 

CEDAR PARK 1201 North Bell Blvd, facing Walmart

ROUND ROCK 110 North IH-35, Suite 380,  
in the Sprouts shopping center

We take Care Credit and accept most insurance plans.

DENTISTS: DR. STELLA, DR. TATYANA, DR. PAREKH

IN-NETWORK PRICING WITH MOST PPO PLANS

FULL-SERVICE DENTISTRY AND COSMETIC PROCEDURES

MODERN, HIGH TECH ENVIRONMENT WITH A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

LA DOCTORA HABLA ESPAÑOL

(512) 462-3232
www.brush32.com

Check out our online reviews

HONORS & MEMBERSHIPS

• Graduated with honors from The University  
of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio 

• American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry

• Texas Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry

• American Academy of Cosmetic Orthodontics

• International Team for Implantology

Dr. TatyanaBRUSH 32 SMILE PROFILE

Loans subject to credit approval. Home Equity Loans are available only on property in Texas. Some restrictions may apply. Contact 
our Real Estate Center for complete details. Lender licensed by the National Mortgage Licensing System under registration 
number 583215.

 rbfcu.org

Toll-free
1-800-580-3300

Austin
512-833-3300

Home Improvements  Dream Vacations  Debt Consolidation
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the issues ... [property owners] will be sched-
uled for a formal hearing to come in and talk 
to three independent taxpayers from Travis 
County who will make a decision based on 
the evidence from both sides.”

Values
Continued from | 1
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central appraisal districts

entities can opt to lower the tax rate to offset 
the increase in home value, which the Cedar 
Park and Leander city councils voted to do in 
2013 following value increases.

“It’s a balancing act of how much we go 
down [with the tax rate] versus all the needs 
that are out there,” Leander City Manager 
Kent Cagle said. “I think the direction from 
the council was, knowing we are going to 
have big appraisal increases [in 2014], there 
would be some sort of rate decrease. We 
haven’t come up with a number yet, but 
the total tax base will probably be up about  
16 percent when we get the final roll, and 
about half of that will be new growth.” 

In Leander, Cagle said the city would like 
to fund a few major items with increased 
property tax revenue, including paying off 
existing debt, improvements to Old FM 2243 
and the addition of two fire stations. 

“Those are three very expensive issues 
right there in addition to all of the normal 
operational expenses and demands for ser-
vice,” he said. “We have a lot on our plates.”

Cause for increases 
The number of Austin-area homes sold in 

2013 increased 19 percent compared with 
2012, and the median selling price for single-
family homes increased 9 percent, according 
to the Austin Board of Realtors. The total 
value of single-family properties sold in the 
area rose 28 percent in 2013 compared with 
2012 to more than  
$7.9 billion, according 
to ABoR data. 

“In a balanced mar-
ket, there’s typically six 
months of [housing] 
inventory. We are at 
two months of inven-
tory, which makes it a 
seller’s market,” Lank-
ford said. “So with a high demand of people 
coming in wanting to buy homes and a 
very low inventory of homes, you are seeing 
large increases in value associated with that. 
[The CAD’s values] are a direct reflection of 
what happens in the marketplace. We are 
monitoring the sales transactions that occur 
within the county and moving our values in 

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

accordance with those sales.”
Steady population and job growth in the 

Austin area led to an increased need for hous-
ing, appraisers said. In 2013 the area’s unem-
ployment rate held at about 5 percent as Aus-
tin added 27,200 jobs, Crigler said. 

In addition to single-family residential 
property value gains, the apartment sec-
tor remained exceptionally strong with 
vacancy at 4.4 percent, she said. According 
to TCAD, the total value of existing apart-
ment properties increased 15 percent, or by 
about $2.1 billion, from Jan. 1, 2013 to  
Jan. 1, 2014.

“The residential and the apartment 
markets are the two strongest that 
we see, but all [real estate] areas have 
strong growth,” Crigler said. 

Regulation and protests 
Appraisal districts use a mass appraisal sys-

tem that adjusts neighborhood values based 
on sales, depreciation, 
land value and other 
factors to calculate two 
figures for each prop-
erty in its jurisdiction. 
A market value is the 
price at which a prop-
erty would sell under prevailing market con-
ditions on Jan. 1, when values are tabulated. 
The taxable value is the total market value 
minus any exemptions, such as those offered 
for homeowners, property owners age 65 
and older, and disabled persons. 

For properties with a homestead 
exemption, or those 
that are filed as the 
owner’s primary res-
idence, the taxable 
value generally can-
not increase more 
than 10 percent each 
year, TCAD Deputy 
Chief Appraiser Paul 
Snyder said. 

“If it’s a homestead, then the assessed value 
or taxable value is capped at a 10 percent 
increase unless there was a new value [added] 
like a pool or an addition to the house,”  
Snyder said. 

TCAD received 78,000 property appraisal 
protests in 2013 and expects a comparable 
number this year, Snyder said. Protesters 

Since the beginning of 2013, residential property values have climbed in Williamson and Travis counties 
including in Cedar Park and Leander. The counties’ central appraisal districts calculate two figures: 
The market value is the price at which the property would sell under prevailing market conditions as of 
Jan. 1, 2014. The taxable value is the adjusted amount when factoring in deductions and 
limits on value increases. Shown for each area is the change in average 
residential value from the certified Jan. 1, 
2013 numbers to the preliminary Jan. 1, 
2014 numbers. 

AVERAGE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

are scheduled for an informal and a formal 
hearing to explain why their property’s value 
should be readjusted, Snyder said. 

“We encourage everybody to come to their 
informal [hearing] to talk about whatever 
issues they may have with our appraisal. The 
vast majority of protests are solved infor-
mally,” he said. “If we are unable to resolve 
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“...The total tax base 
will probably be up  
16 percent when we 
get the final roll. ...”

—Kent Cagle, Leander city manager
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12201 Renfert Way, Ste. 370

512-617-1989
www.capitalcityor tho.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 
& TOTAL JOINT REPLACEMENT
Offering comprehensive joint, bone, and muscle care including:

• Primary and complex revision joint replacement of  hip, knee and shoulder
• Direct Anterior hip replacement
• Surgical and nonsurgical fracture care
• Evaluation and treatment of  joint pain in the hip, knee, and shoulder
• Alternative and complementary treatments for painful arthritis

Omar H. Akhtar, M.D.
Specialty Trained 

in Joint Replacement
Board Certified in 

Orthopaedic Surgery

TRAVIS COUNTY

WILLIAMSON  
COUNTY



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com42

Lowest 
price of any 

national 
chain

MOTEL 6 CEDAR PARK AMMENITIES:

Free expanded cable • Guest laundry • Free morning coffee and local calls
Free WiFi • Indoor pool • Pets welcome • Kids under 18 stay free*

Extended stay suites with kitchenettes available
*when accompanied by a parent

MOTEL 6 CEDAR PARK
800 Arrow Point Dr.  Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.3233  
www.motel6cedarpark.com

THE 
RICHARDS 
GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
SWH-14-0015
CLIENT: 
Scott&White
Healthcare
TITLE: 
Brand Print 
Erin-Half Page
PUB: 
Community Impact
-Round Rock
INSERTS: 
May 1, 2014
TRIM: 
10" x 6.04" 
LIVE:  
9.5" x 5.54" 
BLEED:  
N/A 
LINE SCREEN: 
SNAP
COLOR: CMYK 
FOR QUESTIONS
CALL: 
Karen Newman
214.891.5875

For Erin, collaboration between our trauma team 
and the right specialists was a lifesaver.

 Erin arrived at Scott & White Healthcare’s 

emergency department after a serious car 

accident. Once the trauma team discovered 

that she had life-threatening injuries, a 

surgical team operated on her for 18 hours. 

With continued care from her orthopedic 

surgeon and family physician, she fully 

recovered. Th anks to this rapid coordination

of expert care, Erin is now diving back into 

life. Learn more at workingasone.sw.org.

Same-day appointments are now available. 
Visit sameday.sw.org.

SWH140015 Erin 10x6_04.indd   1 4/21/14   10:25 AM

WE MAY BE LOOKING FOR YOU
ARRESTS  BEGIN

THE COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE ACCEPTS CASH, 
MONEY ORDERS AND CASHIER’S CHECKS

Spare yourself the embarrassment of being arrested in front of family 
or co-workers and the expense of bonding out of jail. County Attorney, 

Dee Hobbs advises, that “Hot Check writers may turn themselves 
in to the County Attorney’s Hot Check Criminal Prosecution Unit and 
Restitution Center located on the  rst � oor of the Williamson County 

Justice Center at 405 Martin Luther King Blvd., Georgetown, Texas. My 
staff will assist you with obtaining a Personal Recognizance Bond (PR 
Bond) and in processing you through the Williamson County Jail within 

a few hours.” Otherwise, Mr. Hobbs states, “If you are arrested by 
law enforcement, you are on your own and will have to wait to see a 
Magistrate and post your own bond.” Not sure? Call (512) 943-1138.

Are YOU Featured as a Wanted Hot Check Thief?
1-800-253-7867 or www.wilcocrimetips.org

Williamson County Crimestoppers
If information you provide leads to the arrest of the suspect(s) in these cases, 

you could be eligible for a reward of up to $ 2,000.00.

Williamson County Attorney’s 
Hot Check Warrant Roundup 2014

Law enforcement and the Williamson County 
Attorney’s of� ce are NOW arresting individuals 

with outstanding Hot Check warrants.
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Some Volente businesses have permanently closed while remaining 
marina and restaurant owners said they are making do with lower 
revenue. Owners said they are staying optimistic about boating 
tourism as they hope for rain that can help refill Lake Travis.
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He believes cutting costs would have a negative 
effect on customers’ experience and drive away 
even more business.

Allen said Riviera has found alternative 
profits from people selling their boats or put-
ting them in dry storage at the marina, though 
fewer customers go boating.

Fewer people on Lake Travis has lead to 
strains on Volente’s restaurants. Cafe Bleu on 
Lime Creek Road did not reopen after closing 
for the season in September 2013, co-owner 
Jason Landtroop said. Rick Redmond, owner 
of Shore Club Volente Beach and Volente 
Beach Waterpark, said his businesses see fewer 
customers from the lake, so he has added 
events in an attempt to lure new visitors.

McNeill Marine owner Bryan McNeill said 
the ailing national economy and dwindling 
lake water have cut his business revenue by 
half since 2008.

“I just personally financed myself and went 
into debt and fought,” McNeill said. “I fear for 
this lake, if we don’t get any rain this year, what 
it’s going to do. … The recreation is a small fac-
tor when you consider how many people draw 
off this water to live.”

Resident concerns
Carol Schlenk has lived in Volente since 

1972 and can recall the lake’s better days.
“On Sunday afternoons you’d see sailboat 

regattas,” she said. “They were so beautiful.”
Schlenk said losing the lake’s aesthetic 

beauty is only one concern residents share. 
Regional growth brings increased demand 
for drinking water from the lake. Values have 
dropped for some houses once advertised as 
lakefront properties, Schlenk said.

“[Before the drought] everyone’s well had 
enough water in it,” she said. “Nowadays peo-
ple are so worried about their wells going dry 
or going lower.”

Resident Larry Sanders said his floating 
dock hit ground when the lake level fell. The 
pump that supplies water to his house is no 
longer submerged, though he continues to pay 
LCRA for lake access, he said. He and his wife, 
Niki, did not want to wait for rain, so in 2009 
they dug a well, Sanders said.

“We’re going to have to have some kind of 
underground water to help us,” he said.

Hopes for rain
Lower water levels reveal rough rock slopes 

on the shore and leave islands bare in the lake’s 
center. Yet marina owners said the lake retains 
coves deep enough for boat access. Allen said 
boaters could once travel 65 miles on the lake, 
however, in the current drought conditions 
boat travel has been reduced to approximately 
35 miles.

Even if the lake recovers, the drought has taken 
an emotional toll on residents, Schlenk said.

“You wonder how long the drought will last,” 
she said. “Who knows whether the weather 
patterns will hold, and who knows whether the 
lake will ever fill up again?”

Drought
Continued from | 1
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Seafood eatery Cafe Bleu opened in 2000, 
and in December 2011 the restaurant added 
a second location in Bee Cave. In June 2013 
co-owner Jason Landtroop said he hoped to 
cut costs and open the Volente location only 
on weekends, but the Volente location did 
not reopen after September 2013.

The business was located adjacent to 
Sandy Creek Yacht Club & Marina and 
relied on lake traffic, Landtroop said.

“Conditions on Lake Travis made it 
impossible for us to continue operations,” 
Landtroop said.

Bullick 
Hollow Rd.

Bryan McNeill owns McNeill Marine.

Aquaholics  
Watercraft Rental 
512-989-7838
www.aquaholic.org 

      Beach Front 
    Boat Rentals
512-258-8400 
www.beachfrontboats.com

1

11

Cafe Bleu (closed)

2

9

 Cypress Creek   
 Marina
512-250-9880  
www.cypresscreekmarina.com

Shore Club Volente Beach and Volente Beach Waterpark 

McNeill Marine
512-335-5421. www.mcneillmarine.com

Owner Bryan McNeill has kept McNeill 
Marine running since its 2006 opening.

“It was a challenge for quite a few years,” 
McNeill said. “Between the economy 
[decreasing] and the lake levels dropping, 
the demand wasn’t there.”

McNeill obtained a loan and restructured 
the business to focus on boat repairs and 
fiberglass body work. He said many of his 
customers are local but also come from 
Dallas, Houston and Corpus Christi.

“I’m just staying flatlined,” he said. “I’ve 
finally decided that I’m never going to be a 
rich man, but I love what I do. So that makes 
it easy to come to work every day. And by 
the grace of God, I stay busy. … Whether the 
lake goes up or down, I’m going to stay.”

Riviera Marina
512-250-8321. www.rivieramarina.com 

Riviera Marina owner Steve Allen said negative response 
to the drought may decrease Lake Travis businesses 
worse than the drought itself.

“It’s not doom and gloom,” he said. “The people using 
the boats are having a great time.”

The marina finds new ways to please customers such as 
by taking them straight out to their boats at the dock.

“Still, 20 feet of water would make everybody’s life 
[better],” Allen said.

7

8

Restaurant and water park owner Rick Redmond said his 
businesses are surviving the drought and ready for the warm 
season, buoyed by higher restaurant sales during the winter.

“Volente does have deep water, so boats can get in and 
out,” Redmond said. “I need to get more people off the lake 
to come up to Volente.”

The 2014 opening of Hawaiian Falls Waterpark in 
Pflugerville may affect Volente Beach, he said. Redmond 
said he has added adult party nights at the water park and 
volleyball tournaments at Shore Club. Nearby marinas’ 
party boats keep customers coming, he said.

512-219-8535
www.sandycreekyachtclub.com

The village’s gathering place closed in March 
2008 before the drought worsened, but Realtor Tim 

Davis said the owner of the Mesa Rosa Mexican 
Restaurants chain bought the VJ’s building in 
September 2013.

But Davis said the building will not become another 
Mesa Rosa restaurant location.

“He wants to use the downstairs as the central 
offices for Mesa Rosa,” Davis said. “He’s going 

to rebuild it and lease out the top part.”

A restaurant or store could move into 
the top level, he said.

Sandy Creek Yacht 
Club & Marina

VJ’s Grocery and 
Cafe (closed)

Rick Redmond owns Shore Club Volente Beach 
and Volente Beach Waterpark.

10

Bill Gauspohl said VIP Marina stays busy.

4

512-257-2628
www.volenteboatclub.com

Volente Boat Club

512-331-5375. www.viplaketravis.com

Bill Gauspohl with VIP Marina said boaters keep 
coming to VIP’s dock on weekends. On April 
26–27, only threats of stormy weather kept people 
from arriving until the afternoon, he said.

“Several hundred people came through here—I’d 
say about 500 people,” Gauspohl said. “Party 
barges, boat rentals, houseboat rentals.” 

Two bachelorette parties were among the marina’s 
weekend festivities, he said.

“Everybody always asks about the water levels,” 
Gauspohl said.

Owner Austin Cameron said he needed to invest 
in new gas, water and electric lines to extend 
the dock about 100 feet into the lower lake. But 
Cameron said the drought had a side benefit—
lower water levels exposed space that he turned 
into a closer parking lot.

VIP Marina

512-258-5110. www.shoreclubtx.com

The lake still has enough water for boats, Riviera Marina 

owner Steve Allen said.
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Featured Neighborhood compiled by
Darian Rausch

Patterson-Rausch Realty Team
Keller Williams Realty

512-663-5826
darian@pattersonrausch.com

Featured Neighborhood
Westside Preserve at Buttercup Creek, Cedar Park

Build-out year: 2014

Builders: Ashton Woods Homes, David Weekley Homes, 
Newmark Homes, Sitterle Homes

Number of homes: 580

Square footage: 1,900–4,585

Home values: $238,000–$448,000

HOA dues (estimated): $340 annually

Amenities: Park, playground, community pool, trails, 
nature preserve

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Cedar Park 0.492500
Williamson County 0.449029
Austin Community College 0.094900
Williamson County FM/RD 0.040000
Leander ISD 1.511870
Upper Brushy Creek WC&ID 0.020000
Total (per $100 value) 2.608299

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of May 5, 2014)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (May 5, 2013–May 5, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 11

No. of homes under contract 8

Average days on the market 41

No. of homes sold 56

Square footage (low/high) 2,012–3,951

Selling price (low/high) $238,900–$448,000
5 Bedroom / 4 Bath 4,585 sq. ft. $465,000
Agent: Julia Woche  512-470-4663

1807 Zach Russell Drive

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath 3,559 sq. ft. $364,900
Agent: Douglas Young  512-762-7761

623 Victoria Drive

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath 3,481 sq. ft. $368,999
Agent: Topher Rogers  512-310-9015

707 Sheila Drive

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath 3,146 sq. ft. $375,000
Agent: John Vinson  512-470-2515

500 Victoria Drive
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Extraordinary Deals  on  
New Homes in Crystal Falls!
See a complete list of homes available  
 for immediate move-in below.
Must close by June 30th

FLOORPLAN BD/BT/G SQ. FT. PRICE 

taylormorrison.com
Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Limited time offer. Homes must be purchased by April 20, 2014 and close by June 30, 2014. Savings may vary by community. All information (including, but not limited to prices, 
availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to 
change or delay without notice.  *Prices for certain inventory homes set forth above may not yet include final decorator options that are still to be determined by Seller or may still be selected by Buyer, if applicable, depending on the stage of 
construction at time of sale. Please see a Taylor Morrison sales associate for details and visit taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. Seller reserves the right to extend, modify or terminate any incentive prior to contract.© May 2014.
Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

PLEASE CALL YOUR INTERNET HOME CONSULTANT HEATHER FOX AT 512.845.7350 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

FLOORPLAN BD/BT/G SQ. FT. PRICE 

JOIN OUR INTEREST LISTJOIN OUR INTEREST LISTSMASHING DEAL NOW

MAGNOLIA 3 / 2 / 2 1,970 $ 279,821 

PRESTON 4 / 3 / 3 2,540 $ 360,516 

AUGUSTA 3 / 3.5 / 2 3,790 $ 438,039 

NOTTINGHAM 4 / 3.5 / 3 3,437 $ 489,000 

AUGUSTA 4 / 3.5 / 2 3,918 $ 497,503 

LANDRY 4 / 3.5 / 3 3,239 $ 549,990 
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (April 2014) Monthly home sales

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78613 Anderson Mill West 1903 Old Mill Road 3br/3ba $219,987 1,966 Ken Bartlett Keller Williams Realty 512-418-1435

78613 Bella Vista 2706 Corabella Place 4br/3ba $280,000 2,299 Emily Bungo RE/MAX 1 512-337-0289

78613 Bella Vista 2612 Corabella Place 4br/3ba $365,000 3,524 Tim Kress RE/MAX 1 512-719-5555

78613 Bella Vista 2803 Orsobello Place 5br/3ba $560,000 4,194 Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-917-5712

78613 Buttercup Creek 700 Pecan Pass 2br/2ba $137,900 1,073 Lisa Brown Keller Williams Realty 512-739-1288

78613 Buttercup Creek 1016 Lone Buck Pass 4br/2ba $270,000 2,223 Stacie O’Grady Mallach and Co. 512-550-7620

78613 Buttercup Creek 1407 Fall Creek Loop 4br/2ba $329,840 3,112 Janette Friend-Harrington Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-844-3331

78613 Cedar Park Ranchettes 1209 Cedar Park Drive 3br/2ba $310,000 1,952 Mary Boatright RE/MAX 1 512-426-1881

78613 Cedar Park Town Center 1610 Big Thicket Drive 3br/2ba $179,900 1,352 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78613 Cedar Park Town Center 1710 Lost Maples Loop 3br/2ba $187,500 1,496 Kathy Deeny Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-461-9590

78613 Crossing at Carriage Hills 1138 Welch Way 3br/2ba $219,000 2,336 Amber Moran Realty Austin 512-695-2286

78613 Cypress Creek 1900 Little Elm Trail, Unit 36 3br/2ba $189,900 1,330 Tim Kress RE/MAX 1 512-719-5555

78613 Cypress Creek 2200 Sharon Drive 4br/2ba $259,900 2,406 Julie Pratt Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-250-1540

78613 Dover S J Sur 1109 W. New Hope Drive 3br/2ba $999,900 1,566 Deanna Cain e–Executive Realty 512-550-0733

78613 Forest Oaks 1006 Tallow Trail 3br/2ba $265,000 2,460 Karen McGrath J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-940-4057

78613 Forest Oaks 1016 Savanna Lane 3br/2ba $299,000 2,532 Heather Witte Keller Williams Realty 512-994-4663

78613 Gann Ranch 2311 NW Wheaton Trail 3br/2ba $250,000 2,381 Isela Ramos J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-905-9335

78613 Heritage Park 2204 Amy Lynn Lane 4br/2ba $189,000 2,160 Patrick Thomas Avalar Austin 512-589-3614

78613 Heritage Park 1203 Parker Place 3br/2ba $214,500 2,426 Cynthia Bell Keller Williams Realty 512-616-4000

78613 Preserve at Gann Ranch 1916 Wheaton Trail 3br/2ba $185,000 1,764 Tony Garrant Classic Realty 512-779-6744

78613 Ranch at Brushy Creek 122 Driftwood Drive 5br/3ba $432,771 2,999 Earl Price Team Price Real Estate 512-213-0213

78613 Ranch at Cypress Creek 2100 Milan Drive 4br/2ba $295,000 3,054 Michael Kelly RE/MAX 1 512-636-5955

78613 Ranch at Cypress Creek 2009 Eclipse Cove 4br/2ba $310,000 2,986 Elizabeth Pinney Keller Williams Realty 512-970-2606

78613 Red Oaks 425 Misty Morn Lane 4br/3ba $425,000 3,988 David Wiebe RE/MAX 1 512-586-0623

78613 Silver Oak 700 Mandarin Flyway, Unit 1301 2br/2ba $204,950 1,746 Chuma Jerome Private Label Realty 512-423-5507

78613 Silver Oak 1604 Teal Trail 3br/2ba $267,000 2,159 Ernesto Hernandez RE/MAX 1 512-968-4663

78613 Silver Oak 1516 Canvasback Trail 3br/2ba $270,000 2,157 Stacie O’Grady Mallach and Co. 512-550-7620

78613 Silverado West 2206 Sage Canyon Drive 4br/2ba $239,900 1,723 Yvette Gibbons Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-560-9670

ZIP code guide

78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

1016 Lone Buck Pass

1109 W. New Hope Drive

425 Misty Morn Lane

Market data compiled by
Darian Rausch

Patterson-Rausch Realty Team
Keller Williams Realty

512-663-5826
darian@pattersonrausch.com

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range CLN CLS CLN CLS

$99,999 or less – – – –

$100,000–$149,999 27 5 18 13

$150,000–$199,999 114 25 16 45

$200,000–$299,999 137 122 32 25

$300,000–$399,999 90 78 136 26

$400,000–$499,999 51 45 3 46

$500,000–$749,999 41 33 304 36

$750,000–$999,999 7 2 – 141

$1 million + – – – –

Number of homes sold Median price

Month CLN CLS CLN CLS

April 2014 132 95 $215,000 $277,500

April 2013 143 142 $179,900 $235,000

March 2014 123 75 $188,000 $273,500

February 2014 103 62 $187,000 $259,950

January 2014 94 49 $183,809 $243,000

December 2013 129 95 $179,900 $250,000

November 2013 124 68 $174,000 $256,050

October 2013 122 63 $177,500 $255,000

Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from the Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, and CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

At Sweetwater, the pleasures of our beautiful beach entry pool and splash pad are just the  
beginning. The Sweetwater Club is ten acres of fun from the wet and wild to soccer fields, a 
sport court with hoops, playground, clubhouse and pavilion. Choose from more than 60 new 
home plans by nine great builders. And enjoy Hill Country living at its splashiest.

New Homes. Upper $200s–$700s

Welcome Center and Model Homes Open Daily

Sweetwater is Splashier.

5 miles west of Hill Country Galleria on Hwy 71               512-264-3200                 SweetwaterAustinTexas.com

2014 BEST MASTER-PLANNED COMMUNITY — HBA of Greater Austin  
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1,000,000
More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION 

NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION,  

MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE  

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN 

ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 4/25/14 and 5/6/14 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings
511 Clover Flat Road

1916 Harvest Dance Drive

413 Chaparral Drive

15150 Galena Drive

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78613 Silverado West 511 Clover Flat Road 4br/2ba $282,500 2,880 Ronald Nelson Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-826-0596

78613 Trails at Carriage Hills 1410 Comfort St. 3br/2ba $199,000 2,200 Karen Covey Goodwin Partners 512-423-5018

78613 Twin Creeks 2706 Izoro Bend 5br/4ba $549,000 3,699 Lisa Madden Keller Williams Realty 512-788-3865

78613 Twin Creeks Country Club 2616 Moray Lane 5br/4ba $537,500 4,331 Kimberly Mills Keller Williams Realty 512-517-5707

78641 Bluffs at Crystal Falls 2513 Champions Corner Drive 4br/3ba $439,900 3,656 Michelle Kopp Realty Austin 512-657-3305

78641 Caballo Ranch 2100 Camino Alemeda 4br/3ba $439,990 3,233 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78641 Caprock Estates 2436 Legends Trail 5br/4ba $649,900 4,644 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78641 Cold Springs 2412 Ericanna Lane 3br/2ba $215,900 1,573 Walter Rock ROCK Properties 512-850-4510

78641 County Glen 1803 Killarney Drive 3br/2ba $152,500 1,766 Jonathan Polk Keller Williams Realty 512-771-2379

78641 Estates of North Creek Ranch 809 Encinita Drive 3br/2ba $149,900 1,738 Tina Mallach Mallach and Co. 512-699-9714

78641 Fairways at Crystal Falls 1916 Harvest Dance Drive 3br/2ba $378,500 2,218 Cheryl Owen Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-940-4270

78641 Fairways at Crystal Falls 2302 First View 5br/4ba $495,000 3,710 James Brinkman Cantera Real Estate 512-698-3525

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 404 Dream Catcher 4br/4ba $640,000 4,068 Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 512-848-6888

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3616 Goodnight Trail 5br/3ba $750,000 4,658 Tamara Batts Mallach and Co. 512-748-4928

78641 Highlands at Crystal Falls 2233 Pow Wow 5br/3ba $475,000 3,898 Julie Pratt Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-250-1540

78641 Lakeline Ranch 12 Verde Ranch Loop 3br/2ba $149,900 1,892 Mary Ann Ramsel Keller Williams Realty 512-635-6550

78641 Lakeline Ranch 2605 White Stallion Way 3br/2ba $214,900 2,106 Nora Wall Realty Austin 512-789-3421

78641 Lakeline Ranch 2711 Saddle Blanket Place 4br/2ba $215,900 1,948 Lisa Kosub Young Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8232

78641 Sarita Valley 3009 Rabbits Tail Drive 4br/4ba $464,900 3,544 Liz Ott Keller Williams Realty 512-338-4771

78641 Summerlyn 104 Indigo Bunting Cove 4br/2ba $280,000 3,189 Deanna Cain e–Executive Realty 512-550-0733

78641 Vista Ridge 1816 Baranco Way 3br/2ba $179,900 1,629 Karen McGrath J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-940-4057

78641 Vista Ridge 413 Chaparral Drive 4br/3ba $250,000 2,996 Kevin Karos RE/MAX Capital City II 512-744-4167

78641 Vista Ridge 620 Cerezo Drive 3br/2ba $259,990 1,851 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78641 Vista Ridge 612 Cerezo Drive 3br/2ba $274,990 2,146 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78641 Volente Heights 7608 Navajo Pass 4br/3ba $987,000 5,609 Tammy Morrow Farelli & Associates 512-804-9348

78641 Westview Meadows 928 Cindy Lane 3br/2ba $184,900 2,022 Kathy Stafford Keller Williams Realty 512-626-9559

78641 Westview Meadows 317 Northern Trail 4br/2ba $210,000 2,655 Marty Kaye RE/MAX 1 512-799-7355

78641 Westwood 214 Briarwood Drive 3br/2ba $185,500 2,358 Kimberly Smith J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-576-7341

78717 Avery Brookside 15608 Prestancia Drive 5br/3ba $425,000 3,310 Susan R. Brown Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-426-8866

78717 Avery Morrison 16005 Double Eagle Drive 6br/3ba $565,000 4,116 Jill Leberknight Keller Williams Realty 512-294-7296

78717 Avery Ranch Brookside 10812 Roy Butler Drive 5br/4ba $599,000 4,316 Gretchen Gullekson Keller Williams Realty 512-970-2569

78717 Davis Spring 15150 Galena Drive 4br/2ba $360,000 2,992 Christina McNaughton Pacesetter Properties 512-470-9645

78717 Highland Horizon 117 Southern Cross Drive 3br/2ba $290,000 1,910 MaryEllen Kersch J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-863-7174

78717 Meadows at Brushy Creek 16420 Pocono Drive 4br/2ba $324,500 3,068 Jill Pursell Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-720-2891

TEXAS HILL COUNTRY RANCH, RIVER 
AND RECREATIONAL PROPERTY
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512-657-9207  |  www.theandersgroup.com
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STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate
Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the 
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended 
Environmentally Friendly Products

Before

After

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated

Insured & Bonded

S

Before

After



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


