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Short-term fixes help fill void 
left by vacant director position

Leander seeks 
retail guidance

Cedar Park turns 40 

City manager, union dispute budget impact  

Leander firefighters push for civil service 

By Emilie Boenig 
The Leander Professional Fire-

fighters Association aims to bring 
civil service guidelines before a 
public vote. 

The group delivered a petition 
Feb. 15 to the city with 137 sup-
porters’ signatures. If at least 123 
signatures—10 percent of the 
voters from the last municipal 
election—are verified,  the mea-
sure will be on the May ballot. 

Civil service rules establish 
standards within fire and police 
departments for sick and vacation 
time and for the hiring, firing and 
promotion of employees. Vot-
ers can adopt civil service with a 
simple majority.

The association, which is made 
up of all but a few career members 
of the Leander Fire Department, 
voted to pursue the initiative in 
November, though the idea had 
been researched the past four 
years, President Kirke Phillips 
said. In January, City Council and 
the association met to discuss 
the initiative, which is strongly 
opposed by the city manager and 

By Joe Lanane
Leander kicked off 2013 by implementing a 

new short-term economic development strat-
egy in hopes the growing city can catch up to 
its nearby counterparts in sales tax revenue.

Last year, Leander ranked last among major 
Williamson County cities in per capita sales tax 
collections—a fact that long eluded city officials 
because of steady annual gains. Leander col-
lected $71.93 per person in sales taxes, well short 
of Cedar Park’s $133.19 per capita sales tax gains 
and substantially less than the $310.64 Round 
Rock collected per person.

“It’s eye-opening once you see the results,” 

By Emilie Boenig
The City of Cedar Park celebrates its 

40th anniversary Feb. 24, and its four 
decades of existence have brought count-
less changes to the area.

City staff aim to mark the occasion with 
a commemorative calendar, available at 
City Hall, that highlights Cedar Park’s his-
tory and growth.

“We saw this anniversary coming up as a 
great way to recognize the progress Cedar 
Park has made 
over the past 
four decades,” 
Media and 
Communica-
tions Manager Jennie Huerta said. 

Water rights and encroaching Austin 
city limits led to the city’s incorporation 
in 1973. The first meetings to discuss 

most members of council.
“I have to look at this as it 

affects 27 firefighters, but we are 
elected to represent more than 
30,000 residents,” Councilwoman 
Andrea Navarrette said. “I do not 
see that it benefits the city in any 
way. And to me, that does not 
make sense, and I will not stand 
by something like that.”

Due process 
Under civil service rules, fire-

fighters who earn the top test 
scores are admitted and promoted 
“unless there is a valid reason” a 
second- or third-highest scoring 
tester should instead be hired or 
promoted. In that instance, the 
fire chief must provide a “good 
and sufficient reason” why the 
highest scorer was not selected. 

Association member Matt Sha-
piro said due process improves 
the morale, recruitment and 
retention of quality career fire-
fighters and keeps favoritism and 
politics out of personnel matters.

“I think it’s mostly preventa-
tive, but there have been some 
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From left: Leander resident Scott Parsons speaks to Leander Professional Firefighters 
Association members Nick Popovic (middle) and Jeff Foster about the civil service 
initiative. Groups of association members collected petition signatures in February. 

instances where we weren’t sure 
why this person was disciplined 
differently than another person. 
It’s also something that we want 
to make sure over the next 20 or 
30 years, it’s done fairly no mat-
ter who is city manager, fire chief 
or on council, because that’s how 

long we want to serve in Leander,” 
Shapiro said. “This is about due 
process, and I think everyone can 
understand that there’s a problem 
when the person that disciplines 
you is the same person you have 
to appeal to.” 

See Firefighters | 36

See Cedar Park | 35See Retail | 37

Leander’s economic development solution

Leander has hired the retail Coach 
to identify potential retailers interested 
in relocating to the city. among many 
methods of measurement, the austin-
based consultant will identify from 
where shoppers hail by conducting 
license plate surveys. 

Leander Economic Development Manager 
Eric Zeno said. “So, anything that can help us 
grow—I’m all for it.”

Zeno has helped fill the void left by Kirk 
Clennan, who resigned in October as the city’s 
economic development director. Leander will 

Volente  celebrates 
10 years as a village

     Page 34
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EMERGENCY CARE AT 
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EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with 
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals 
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627  

or (888) 868-2104.

Check E.R. Wait Times Before You Leave Home. 
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Inspiring children  
to achieve  
since

Because You Know the Value of Education
An independent pr ivate school offer ing preschool through eighth g rade

© 2013, Challenger Schools

Challenger School offers uniquely 
rigorous and fun academics for 
preschool to eighth grade students. 

Our students learn to think for 
themselves and to value independence.

The results are unmatched at any price!

Come see for yourself.
Visit ChallengerSchool.com for open 
house locations and times.

Open Enrollment has begun. 
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3rd North location NOW OPEN
@ HEB plaza, 1431 & Parmer

 $29 FOR 12 SESSIONS.  Must be redeemed by March 31, 2013

6 Area Locations
4 More on the Way!

Coming 
Soon!

New
Location!

#2 #3#1

9231 West Parmer Ln, Austin

New members only. May not be combined with any other offers. 12 Strength session in 30 days.

Now
Open!#1 Parmer & Hwy 45

#2 Cypress Creek Rd. @ Randall's
#3 1431 & Parmer @ HEB

Koko is the perfect fusion of advanced technology
and world class personal training.

30-minute Smartraining for Strength

•  Precisely prescribes the right weight, pace 
and exercise for you each session

•  Get the full benefi ts of a traditional 60- or 
90-minute workout

15-minute Smartraining for Cardio

•  Get the same calorie burn of steady-state cardio, 
but in half the time

Follow our state-of-the-art Personal Strength & Cardio Training 
combined with our new “FitCheck” Nutrition System for 6 weeks 
and get results GUARANTEED or 100% refund.

  Must be redeemed by March 31, 2013

raining for Cardio

e burn of steady-state cardio, 
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eeks 

Now
Open!

Dieting is no way to get in shape. At Koko, we take a healthier, more effective 
approach, called Koko Fuel. It’s not a diet, it’s a customized plan to properly FUEL 

your body with proper nutrition and a detailed strength and cardio exercise plan.
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FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
February is a month 

of milestones for me and 
this community. It’s the 
perfect time to write my 
first general manager’s 
note for the community 
in which I grew up, 
Leander/Cedar Park. I 
celebrated my birthday 
Feb. 12, and Cedar Park 
is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary Feb. 24.

Each month at Com-
munity Impact Newspaper it seems we are writing about 
growth in our Central Texas communities. One of our 
front-page stories this month highlights the growth in 
Cedar Park during the past four decades.

I have been fortunate enough to see firsthand some of 
this growth take place. If a commemorative calendar of 
my life existed, as there is for Cedar Park, my highlights 
would include my time at Leander Junior High, my 
Leander High School graduation, the time I bought my 

first home here and the ability to watch my daughter 
grow up in the same school district that I did. 

I still recall sitting in my first car at the intersection of 
FM 1431 and “old” US 183 in miles of traffic, before Toll 
183A existed, as if it were yesterday. Although I wasn’t 
allowed to go south of RR 620 in that car back then, I 
remember having to “sneak out” just to go to Taco Bell 
at US 183 and Anderson Mill Road because that was the 
closest one to us. My daughter will be fortunate to gain 
some of those same fond memories.

As we celebrate Cedar Park’s 40th birthday this month, 
I have so much to celebrate. This birthday, to me, is more 
to me than just blowing out a candle and turning another 
year older. It’s a milestone in my life. It is about now being 
able to educate and inform you, our readers, and live in 
this fabulous community I have always called home.

tyana abee
General ManaGer

tabee@impactnews.com

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
TakE ThE pOll lasT MONTh’s pOll REsUlTs

Would you support the Leander 
firefighters in their quest for civil service 
status? 

  absolutely, place the initiative on the ballot

  keep civil service out of my community

  not if it increases taxes or decreases city services

  i need more information before i can decide

  Take the poll online at www.impactnews.com/lcp-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

this month’s top story details efforts by the Leander  
Professional firefighters association to gain civil service status.

the January issue highlighted the rapid residential growth 
taking place in Leander/Cedar Park. we asked readers 
whether they thought that growth will extend into this year. 
Most readers seemed cautiously optimistic.

corrections: volume 7, issue 10
on pages 6–7, Quality halal Market was listed under 
an incorrect name. also, the business features indian, 
Pakistani and Mediterranean groceries.

on Page 7, Cedar Park high school student shane kelly 
was listed under an incorrect name. he and Gabe haro 
finished fifth in the veX robotics competition Jan. 4.

How do you feel about the real estate 
market to start 2013?

  31.82% 
the market will hit levels not seen since before the 
recession.

  27.27%
the market will perform better this year than last, but still 
not where it should perform. 

  27.27%
Cedar Park/Leander will exceed regional and national 
market trends. 

  11.36%
the market will perform slower due to economic 
uncertainty.

          2.27%
other

results from unscientific web survey  
collected 1/15/13–2/13/13

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates are accurate as of publication date and are subject to change 
after the account is opened. Interest rates are tiered depending on the average daily balance. Tier 1) 
$105,000.00 or more the rate will be 0.75% with an APY of 0.75%, Tier 2) $100,000.00 to $104,999.99 
the rate will be 1.49% with an APY of 1.50%, Tier 3) $25,000.00 to $99,999.99 the rate will be 1.19% 
with an APY of 1.20%, Tier 4) $10,000.00 to $24,999.99 the rate will be 1.00% with an APY of 1.00%.  

To qualify for the rates listed, 1) New funds are required (does not qualify when funds are transferred 
from an existing account at Lone Star Bank, S.S.B.), 2) Must maintain a qualified transactional 

account: a personal checking account or a business account, and 3) Account holder is required to sign 
up for Internet banking at account opening. Fees could reduce the earnings on the account. 

For complete details, stop by our Cedar Park Branch location.

MONEY MARKET

EARN UP TO

TEXAS size



 

1.50% APY*

109 Cypress Creek Rd. Ste 109
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Phone: 512.258.7001
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Park, after 17 years of operating in Omaha, 
Neb. In addition to computer repairs, 
TSI also handles information technology 
services and technology consulting for 
small and medium-sized businesses. TSI 
also specializes in website development 
and hosting as well as social media 
strategies. 512-528-5370. www.tsiideas.com

5  Heroes CrossFit held its grand opening 
Feb. 9 at 13010 Parmer Lane, Ste. 500, 
Cedar Park, near the FM 1431 intersection. 
Owners/trainers Jason Smith and H.B. 
Allen specialize in crossfit training—a 
series of varied functional movements 
performed at a high-intensity pace.  
512-410-4376. www.heroescrossfit.com

6  iPhone Tech began repairing 
customers’ Apple products Jan. 25 at 12233 
RR 620, Ste. 108A, Austin. The store also 
repairs all computers. Mon.–Fri.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Sundays 
by appointment only. 512-386-1335.  
www.miphonetechoftheusa.com

Coming Soon

7  National chain Saver’s Thrift 
Superstore is expected to open a 
24,960-square-foot location next to Lakeline 
Mall, 11101 Pecan Park Blvd., Austin, on 
April 25. The existing Saver’s locations on 
South Lamar Boulevard and Burnet Road 
will remain open. www.savers.com

8  National eatery Buca di Beppo Italian 
Restaurant is expected to move into 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Ste. F18, Cedar Park, in late summer to 
early fall. The restaurant will occupy the 
6,500-square-foot space that has been 
vacant since July 2011. This will be Buca di 
Beppo’s second Austin-area location.  
www.bucadibeppo.com.

9  Top Spin, a new restaurant and bar 
near the corner of Cypress Creek Road and 
Lakeline Boulevard, is expected to open by 
July. The new 2,500-square-foot restaurant 
will also include an outdoor patio. The 
menu will consist primarily of bar food, 
including wings, burgers and pizza. 

Now Open

1  Ursula Overdiek opened Hang Ups on 
Feb. 1 at the Cedar Park Square shopping 
center, 200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. C-1, Cedar 
Park. The business, which served Lakeway 
from 2000–09, offers custom, professional 
picture framing, mirrors and other interior 
design services. 512-263-9333.  
www.hangups.us

2  Dr. John Thoppil left Cedar Park OB/
GYN and Associates and started his own 
practice, River Place OB/GYN, 1401 
Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Ste. 207, Cedar 
Park, on Jan. 4. His office is located in 
the Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
medical office building. 512-473-8300.  
www.riverplaceobg.com  

3  El Pollo Rico began serving customers 

Feb. 7 at the former Jack in the Box 
location, 325 N. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park. The 
Austin-based chain specializes in Mexican 
recipes using charcoal-grilled chicken.  
El Pollo Rico also caters. 512-250-9884.  
www.pollosricos.com

4  TSI Technologies, a business 
technology solutions company, opened 
Jan. 28 at 1625 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. E, Cedar 
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10  Snow Pea Chinese Restaurant and 
Sushi Bar is scheduled to open a second 
location by June in Lakeline Market next to 
the new H-E-B Plus. The 3,500-square-foot 
restaurant will feature a similar floor plan 
and menu as its Austin location. Snow Pea 
will continue operating its original Austin 
location on Jefferson Street, where the 
restaurant has been the past 13 years.  
512-454-3228. www.snowpeaaustin.com

11  Los Canarios Fine Mexican Cuisine 
is set to open a new 5,000-square-foot 
restaurant in late summer to early fall at 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Ste. EU01, Cedar Park. They will occupy the 
former Dragonfly Restaurant & Bar location. 

12  Signature Beauty is expected to open 
a new 1,900-square-foot location by March 
in Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall 
Drive, Ste. D05A, Cedar Park. The salon 
will replace Toni & Guy hairdressers, which 
closed Jan. 31 after not renewing its lease. 

13  Waterloo Tan is scheduled to open 
Feb. 27 at the new Lakeline Market next 
to H-E-B Plus, 14028 N. US 183, Ste. 110, 
Austin. This will be the company’s second 
location, having previously opened at 
the University Oaks Shopping Center in 
Round Rock. 512-249-8267.  
www.waterlootan.com

14  Wash N’ Roll Express Carwash is 
being constructed at 12204 W. Parmer 
Lane, Cedar Park, near Breakaway Park. 
Wash N’ Roll also has a location on South 
Lakeline Boulevard. 512-582-0482.   
www.washroll.com

15  Five Below leased a 7,642-square-foot 
space in Lakeline Plaza and will open by 
late summer. Five Below sells merchandise 
ranging from sporting goods, crafts and 
fashion items geared toward teens and 
preteens priced from $1–$5.   
www.fivebelow.com

Relocations

16  After 12 years on Bell Boulevard, 
Waterfall Gourmet Beverages LLC 

relocated Dec. 12 to 1120 Toro Grande 
Drive, Ste. 100, Cedar Park. The space is 
a bigger, better configured and provides a 
4,000-square-foot warehouse space, owner 
Bob Hrobak said. The move allows the 
company, which specializes in equipment 
and supplies for coffee shops, to centralize 
its inventory and create more space for 
its five employees, he said. 512-986-7820. 
www.waterfallbeverages.com

17  Good News United Methodist Church 
is scheduled to hold its first service at its 
new location at 1415 CR 180, Cedar Park, 
on March 24, Palm Sunday. Worship will 
take place at 10:45 a.m., while Sunday 
school for all ages begins at 9:45 a.m.  
512-260-6469. www.goodnewsumc.org

18  Goodwill moved Feb. 11 to a smaller, 
1,440-square-foot site within the Cypress 
Bend Shopping Center, 2051 Cypress Creek 
Road, Ste. J, Cedar Park. They primarily sell 
used books. 512-331-9363. www.goodwill.com

Remodelings

19  Justice temporarily closed its Lakeline 
Plaza location to remodel the store. Store 
officials said the site should reopen by 
early March. The tween girls clothing store 
continues to operate stores in La Frontera 
Village and Hill Country Galleria.  
www.shopjustice.com

20  Claire’s has temporarily changed 
Lakeline Mall locations to allow 
remodeling to be done on its original 
location. The jewelry boutique opened Feb. 
4 at 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. J02, 
Cedar Park, on the mall’s upper level near 
the Dillard’s men’s and children’s section. 
The store will relocate back to a fresher, 
updated 1,400-square-foot space on the 
main level by mid- to late March.  
512-331-7343. www.claires.com

Expansions

21  CR Surf and Turf Seafood and 
Steak plans to double its size to help 
meet demand. The expansion at 601 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, will also 

allow the restaurant to expand its menu 
to include Cajun bowls, crab and Maine 
lobsters during season, among other items. 
The remodel is expected to take place in 
March and will likely result in a three- to 
seven-day break in business. 512-260-0600. 
www.dining512.com/surfandturf.html

22  Brooklyn Heights Pizzeria, 14900 
Avery Ranch Blvd., Ste. C700, Austin, 
will close for four to five weeks beginning 
in mid- to late March to incorporate the 
next-door space into its configuration, 
more than doubling the restaurant’s size 
to 4,400 square feet. Ownership plans 
to expand the kitchen, add more tables 
and restrooms, and create a bar in the 
middle of the restaurant. Customers can 
track the progress of the expansion on 
the Brooklyn Heights website, which will 
provide the exact reopening date closer to 
construction completion. 512-238-8889. 
www.brooklynheightspizzeria.com

New Ownership

23  Dom’s Pizzeria, 1540 Cypress Creek 
Road, Ste. 110, Cedar Park, is set to convert 
to Local Slice. The New York–style pizza 
joint is expected to open by April.

Closing

24  Amy’s Hallmark, 11200 Lakeline Mall 
Drive, Cedar Park, closed its Lakeline 
Mall location Jan. 31 after choosing not to 
renew its lease, mall manager Jim Hopping 
confirmed. There are a few prospects for 
replacement tenants, but nothing has been 
finalized, Hopping said.  www.hallmark.com

In the News

In-N-Out Burger will build its first Central 
Texas restaurant this year at 4251 N. I-35, 
Round Rock, next to BJ’s Restaurant. No 
opening date has been set, but construction 
could begin any time. In-N-Out spokesman 
Carl Van Fleet also confirmed the California-
based burger chain’s interest in establishing a 
Cedar Park location but would not confirm 
if the company intends to build in the city or 
where it would potentially be built. news or questions about Cedar Park and Leander? 

e-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Hang Ups owner Ursula Overdiek has placed in 
international framing competitions.

1

Dr. John Thoppil has branched out to start his own 
practice, River Place OB/GYN.

2

Charcoal-grilled chicken is one of the specialties 
now being served at El Pollo Rico.

3

Owners Mike and Sandi Steele relocated TSI  
Technologies from Omaha, Neb., to Cedar Park.

4
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Does 
Advertising

Work?
13945 Hwy.183 North (Hwy.183 & FM 620)

Next to Strait Music & Chair King
Austin, Texas 78717

www.austinbilliards.com 

(512) 454-2146

183

45
Toll

620
$150 OFF

any Pool or Shuffleboard Table at 
Austin Billiards when you present this ad.

Billiard & Shuffleboard Tables • Cues/Cases - Disc Golf • Foosball - Darts
Game & Bar Room Furniture • Lights • Billiard Table Services (Moves - Setups - Recover)

Not valid with other offers. Expires 4/30/13
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Leander, Liberty Hill negotiating water deal
By Joe Lanane

Leander, once in such dire straits 
that it turned to Cedar Park for water, 
is now in position to provide its 
northern neighbor, Liberty Hill, with 
the valuable resource.

City officials are working with 
Liberty Hill on a contract that would 
transport 600 acre-feet per year of 
Liberty Hill–owned water from Lake 
Travis to the growing community along 
Hwy. 29. In exchange for transporting 
the water,  the deal would “potentially” 
bring Leander $500,000–$1 million 
annually to help offset the rising cost of 
infrastructure, Leander City Manager 
Kent Cagle said.

“As far as reducing water rates, it’s 
probably not going to happen because 
our debt service increases every year 
from now until 2020,” he said. “So it’s 
helping avoid a rate increase. That’s 
the main thing.”

Cagle said he is hopeful the deal 
will be finalized by the end of March. 
Liberty Hill Mayor Jamie Williamson 
confirmed negotiations but said no 
contract has been signed.

The deal would bring water through 
Leander’s water intake pipe in Lake 
Travis up to the Sandy Creek Water 
Treatment Plant and eventually up to 

the city’s limits.
“Then, the ball is in Liberty Hill’s 

court,” Cagle said. “They’ll have to 
build a water line to us using their 
own money.”

The deal is similar to a 1998 agree-
ment between Leander and Cedar 
Park that helped Leander transi-
tion from unreliable groundwater 
resources and the Chisholm Trail 
Special Utility District, Leander City 
Engineer Wayne Watts said.

“The contract with Chisholm Trail 
[SUD] was kind of weak,” he said. 
“When they couldn’t fulfill their com-
mitment to us … it didn’t penalize 
them; it just penalized the city.”

Cedar Park agreed to transport 
more than half a million gallons of 
water per day to Leander.

“Liberty Hill is pretty much in the 
same situation we were in,” Watts 
said. “Their wells just cannot keep up 
with the growth and demand.”

Cedar Park and Leander have since 
collaborated on the larger Brushy 
Creek Regional Utility Authority 
project, which also includes Round 
Rock. The project’s first phase went 
live in 2012.

“Water entities generally try to help 
each other out,” said Sam Roberts, 

Cedar Park assistant city manager and 
21-year city employee. “If one entity 
has excess capacity and the other has 
a need, there is usually a deal worked 
out that benefits both sides.”

The BCRUA system was designed 
specifically to handle the capacities 
of the three cities already involved, 
Roberts said, although there is a stipu-
lation that allows cities with excess 
capacities to supply water to other 
entities not within the existing region 
being served.

But the deal between Leander and 
Liberty Hill will bypass all BCRUA 
water and infrastructure, Cagle said. 
While the previous deal with Cedar 
Park was vital to growing Leander, 
which is eventually projected to sur-
pass Cedar Park’s population, Cagle 
has no fear of a similar occurrence.

“We’re going to have plenty of 
growth,” he said. “We’re not all that 
concerned about providing [Liberty 
Hill] water and it causing develop-
ment to leapfrog us.”

In addition to the water transfer, 
Leander could consider selling part 
of its 24,000 acre-feet of Lake Travis 
water to Liberty Hill, Cagle said.

“They’ll find water somewhere, so 
ours, I believe, makes the most sense.”
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Accepting new patients 

Located next to 
Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

1401 Medical Parkway B Ste. 410 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkobgyn.com

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-9191

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-3636

the proposed deal would 
allow Liberty hill-owned water  
to transfer through existing 
Leander infrastructure. then, 
Liberty hill will need to build 
its own pipeline system to 
complete the transfer.

FirstTexasBank.net

500 Round Rock Ave.
255-2501

7509 O’Connor Dr.
246-6010

1600 W. Pecan
251-7889

1901 Bagdad Rd.
259-2443

Proudly serving our customers since 1898.

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

721 Hwy 183
778-5757

Modern Technology
hometown spirit

First Texas Bank offers our 
Merchant Customers:
•   Competitive Rates
•   Smartphone Apps like
     PayFox™, and
•   State-of-the-art Equipment 
     & Options to take care of
     your payment processing
     needs.

Our team is knowledgeable, 
professional, friendly, efficient 
and located near you to help 
with your setup , training and  
customer support.

Lauren Johnson & Barbara Pekar displaying 
the PayFox™ service for smartphones.

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS
Comprehensive Orthodontic care 

for children, teens and adults
• Fully Board certi� ed orthodontic specialist
• Invisalign Preferred Provider
• Expanded before school hours
• In-network with most major PPO plans
• Multiple a� ordable payment options

12171 W. Parmer Ln. • Cedar Park, TX 78613
Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.                

512-260-0084  •  www.averyortho.com
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                                                  Anderson   Mill Rd.

Kory Williams, DPM
Podiatry
Scott & White Clinic - Leander  
and Scott & White Clinic - Kingsland

Mark Billante, MD
Orthopaedics
Scott & White Clinic - Leander  
and Scott & White Clinic - Round Rock

Nathaniel Polnaszek, MD
Urology
Scott & White Clinic - Round Rock  
and Scott & White Clinic - Leander

Make your appointment with 
one of our new specialists

Scott & White accepts most major insurance plans.

Bringing the best care  
 closer to home
Scott & White Healthcare is committed to providing the most 
convenient, expert care to the families of Central Texas.

Visit sw.org to get to know all  
of our services and providers. 

Call today to discover the options 
available to you.

512-509-0200
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan

$219mo 1

1-Subaru - Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219, � nal pymt / residual = $12,785. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess 
charge. MSRP $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge, � rst mo. payment paid by Volvo. S60: $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 23 monthly pay-
ments of $359. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availability and may be out of stock at time of publication. If this occurs the advertised vehicle may be obtained from the manufacturer 
or distributor. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945 with Heated front seats, Convenience and Lighting Pkg. $3,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $329 � rst mo. pymt + $0 security 
deposit = $4,523 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,410. 36 monthly payments of $329. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  4-Porsche - 24-month 
closed-end lease o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� er requires dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 7,500 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Stock# W8358 based on lease sale price $100,555. $7,000 total due at lease inception, 24 monthly payments of $1,345.33, purchase option/residual at lease end $80,858.70. $350 
disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 2-28-13.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

 $359mo 2

2013 Porsche Carrera Coupe 
with PDK

 $1,345mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$329mo 3

Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no se
P $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with 
9. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availa
O�ers expire 2-28-13. 3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o�ered to quali�ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945

$329mo 3

odel DAB Pkg 01 With appro ed credit Dealer contrib tion ma a�ect �nal negotiated price 42 mo lease First mo pa ment total d e at inception no se

Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)

782802_07195

10" x 6.04"

4C

782802_07195 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 12/27/12   12:04 PM

www.AustinFeet.com
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Hours: M-F 8:30am - 5:30pm  |  http://www.austinfeet.com

CEDAR PARK
259-3338

601 E Whitestone Blvd. Ste # 226 
at the Railyard (FM 1431 & Hwy 183)

GEORGETOWN
930-0707

1103 Rivery Blvd. Ste #255 
 O�  Williams Dr. & IH-35 Frontage

Dr. Hurst has proudly established the premier podiatric practice in Cedar Park.

Where COMPASSION, EXPERIENCE & INTEGRITY COME FIRST!

19 years of Practice  |  Diagnostic Ultrasound  |  Digital X-Ray Electronic Medical 

Records  |  Latest Surgical Techniques  Treatment for all Foot Conditions

Wayne Hurst, DPM, FACFAS 
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery
Fellow, American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons

We Lead the Way in Expert Foot Care

Keith McSpadden, DPM, AACFAS
Associate, American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons
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Jan. 27
texas Commission on 

environmental Quality approves 
2010 water Management Plan; first 
new plan since 1999 and is used to 
dictate how much water should be 

released downstream depending on 
lake levels

march 12
LCra submits new water 

management plan to tCeQ; still 
pending review

Jan. 8
Because of persistent drought, 
LCra board resubmits request 

to tCeQ for water to be cut off if 
highland Lakes below 850,000 

acre-feet on March 1

Jan. 29
tCeQ executive director Zak Covar 
signs emergency drought order, 
making it official policy for 2013

march 1
highland Lakes did not exceed 
850,000 acre-feet of combined 

storage, cutting off most 
downstream rice farmers from 

irrigation water for the first time ever 

Nov. 14
LCra board again votes to deviate 
from water plan; rice farmers cut 
off if highland Lakes below 775,000 
acre-feet on Jan. 1 or March 1

Texas rice industry suffering in drought
Local farmers unsure of survivability if lakes’ water withheld again 

By Joe Lanane 
The combined storage of lakes Travis and 

Buchanan is still well below the 850,000 acre-
feet minimum needed before southwestern 
Texas agricultural interests obtain any water 
this season.

Unless nearly 20,000 acre-feet of water 
flows into the Highland Lakes by the end of 
the day March 1,  downstream rice farmers 
will be cut off from receiving any irrigation 
water for the second consecutive year.

“At this point, there has not been enough 
rain to make it as critical of a situation as it 
was last year,” said Jo Karr-Tedder, president 
of the Central Texas Water Coalition, which 
represents lake-area interests.

But for many rice farmers in Colorado, 
Wharton and Matagorda counties, this is the 
last year they can sustain such a work  
stoppage.

“If there’s no water next year, I don’t know 
what you can say about the survivability of 
the rice industry in general because there 
won’t be any insurance to underwrite the 
farmers,” said Laurance Armour, general 
manager of Pierce Ranch, a 4,000-acre agri-
cultural operation—one of four downstream 
rice-farming operations.

Armour said he will farm 500 acres of 

rice in 2013 because of groundwater wells 
he has on-site unless the Lower Colorado 
River Authority allows Highland Lakes water 
to flow downstream, which he considered 
unlikely.

But there is still a possibility of a wet-
weather pattern emerging in February, state 
climatologist John Nielsen-Gammon said. 
And even if lake levels don’t meet the LCRA 
minimum by March 1, Nielsen-Gammon said 
a warmer Atlantic Ocean could help produce 
more severe weather patterns this summer.

“It’s more of a matter of roulette—you 
could get really lucky but more times than not 
you’ll come up with dry [weather],” he said. 
“Or with hurricanes, you’re talking Russian 
roulette.”

The ongoing drought reinforces the need for 
a more practical water management plan that 
better takes into account extended dry weather, 
Karr-Tedder said. Instead, the LCRA has suc-
cessfully sought out emergency drought orders 
the past two years, including the most recent 
order approved Jan. 29 by the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality.

“Any time you have to have emergency 
drought orders, you have not done a good 
planning job,” she said. “Because this is hard 
on everybody—down basin and us up here.”
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Sept. 21
Lower Colorado river authority 
board of directors asks tCeQ to 
significantly cut back water to 
downstream rice farmers in 2012
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Feb. 15
the combined storage of the 
highland Lakes is 832,041  
acre-feet, or 41 percent full 

Avicenna  
Medical
Center

Specialists in Pediatrics, Internal Medicine and Primary Care

“We take care of your 
family as we take 
care of our own.” 

• High Blood Pressure, Cholesterol
• Heart Disease, Diabetes, Arthritis, 

Headaches
• Routine Physicals and Check-ups
• Botox®, Fillers, Laser, 

Microdermabrasion

• Newborns, Children and Adolescents
• Acute and Chronic Pediatric Diseases
• ADD, ADHD
• Asthma, Allergies, Eczema
• Routine Wellness Exams and 

Immunizations

Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certi� ed in Internal Medicine (Adult Patients)

Sohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certi� ed in Pediatrics (Birth – 18 y/o)

y

Avicenna Medical Center
709 Bagdad Road, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 260-0101
www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

Kathryn Sampson, PNP 
Pediatrics (Birth–18 y/o)

Lisa Scrimpsher, FNP-C
Family Medicine
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FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 41  board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 43  cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 5 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based hereditary cancer risk assessment in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY   

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

You don’t have to leave  
Austin for comprehensive cancer care.
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EDUCATION Compiled by Emilie Boenig

Robotics club recruiting student volunteers

LISD students top state average state on STAAR 

Reed Elementary School to remain closed 
Leander ISD’s Reed Elementary 

School in Cedar Park will remain closed 
during the 2013–14 school year. The 
school board made the decision Jan. 
24 based on recommendations from 
district staff.

“This decision will save our district 
about $600,000 during a time when 
such cost-saving measures must be 
thoroughly considered,” LISD Superin-
tendent Bret Champion said in a state-
ment. “We currently have the capac-
ity to house the students who would 
attend Reed Elementary in our present 
buildings without compromising their 
learning or safety. Some adjustments 
may need to be implemented, but as 
a fast-growth school district, we are 
accustomed to these processes and have 

successfully done so before without 
disrupting our education system.”

Reed Elementary School, located at 1515 
Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park, was origi-
nally set to open in August 2011, but the 
school board has voted to delay occupancy 
three times—in February 2011, October 
2011 and again in January. According to 
the district, staff recommended postpon-
ing the school’s opening after a review 
of continued budgetary constraints and 
a demography 
report. 

Pending 
board approval, 
Reed Elemen-
tary could 
open as early as 
August 2014.
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The Bagdad Elementary School robotics club, overseen by coach Salesh Kumar (standing, right), demon-
strates how its Lego robot worked during competition in December. 

Students in the Bagdad Elementary 
School robotics club use math funda-
mentals to build and program a small 
Lego robot and then showcase the 
device’s abilities during competition. 

The club is facilitated by volunteers 
such as Austin ISD high school senior 
Salesh Kumar. After becoming interested 
in robotics in the fourth grade, Kumar 
said he wanted to pass down his passion 
to a young generation of learners. 

“If you can take that drive and excite-
ment and channel it into robotics or 
math, these kids are your future engi-
neers,” he said. 

One of the biggest obstacles to sustain-
ing extracurricular organizations is a 
lack of volunteers, said Alejandro Grana, 
fellow Bagdad Elementary robotics club 
coach. He said schools should rely on one 
another for the volunteer support needed 
to spark an early interest in learning. 

“We’d like to see the district let 

the older children from high school, 
especially within the same ISD, have 
the opportunity to come and tutor the 
younger grades in [science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics], robotics 
or whatever they can as part of commu-
nity service,” he said. “In my opinion, it 
is far more valuable than sending chil-
dren to clean up a stadium or a park.” 

 More than 400 Bagdad Elementary 
School students participate in some type 
of after-school club or enrichment class, 
Principal Cathy White said, and volun-
teers are needed. 

“We want to get them connected in 
different clubs at the elementary level 
so they’re hooked in the long run,” she 
said. “A district initiative that we have 
is to close the achievement gap between 
economically disadvantaged and non–
economically disadvantaged students, 
and part of that is looking at after-school 
enrichment activities and camps.”

Leander ISD students in grades three 
through eight performed better overall on 
the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness compared with testers statewide.

The first round of the new standardized 
test was administered to students in spring 
2012. Leander ISD passing rates, released 
in January, exceeded the state’s average in 
every subject and grade, with the highest 
discrepancy in eighth-grade social studies.

Preliminary district passing rates for the 
end-of-course exams given to students in 
grades nine through 11 were released in 
July 2012 and showed similar trends. 

Texas Education Agency Commissioner 
Michael Williams said he expects scores 
will improve with time. In February, the 
TEA announced it will postpone assigning 
accountability ratings based on the STAAR 
exams until the 2013–14 school year. 
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ReaDinG MaTH SCienCe WRiTinG

Leander ISD State

Source: Leander ISD and TEA

Coach, Chicos, BCBG, Miss Me, Michael Kors, and many more!

600 S. Bell Blvd., #18  •  512.331.0767 
www.WhatWomenWantBoutique.com

Coach, Chicos, BCBG, Miss Me, Michael Kors, and m more!

Your map to the 
greatest treasures in 

Cedar Park and Austin

Name Brand & Designer Clothing and 
Accessories at Affordable Prices! 
Winter Clearance Going on Now!

Stop by to see which tags are
50% - 75% off this month!

Come see our selection of prom dresses!

Cypress 

Creek Rd.

Brushy

Creek Rd.

Old Hwy. 183

Next to Pet Connection  
and Jardin Corona

183/S. Bell Blvd.

1431

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM
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A new

STAR
has arrived.

West Lake Hills     Barton Creek     
Ranch Road 620     35th Street     Marble Falls

Now with 5 Austin-Area Locations

Ranch Road 620 Banking Center
12128 Ranch Road 620 N. | Austin

512.335.4226

www.nstarbank.com

Diagnose & Treat Medical Eye Conditions
Contact Lenses & Examinations

Fashion & Designer Eyewear
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Now Open 
in Cedar Park

Dr. Jeffrey Yonker
Therapeutic Optometrist

401 W. Whitestone Blvd, Suite B-200
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Caring for the Eyes of Texas
www.tsocedarpark.com

512.583.0861
(At the corner of 1431 and Walton Way)

military appreciation weekend
3.22.13 3.23.13

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.08.13
TEAM POSTER GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night
team autograph session

3.01.13
PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

SPECIALTY JERSEY SILENT AUCTION BOTH NIGHTS!

$3 beer night

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

$3 beer night

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.02.13
TEXAS STARS T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY

Family four pack

COURTESY OF 

CAMO HAT GIVEAWAY
Family four pack

COURTESY OF 

CALL 512.GO.STARS

NIGHTS
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CITy & COUNTy
News from Cedar Park, Leander and Williamson County Compiled by Emilie Boenig, Joe Lanane and Korri Kezar

Two of five planned gateway signs
granted City Council approval

Comprehensive plan committee now finalizedMayor Pro Tempore 
elected chairman of 
LCRA Central Basin 
Regional Council

Controversial zoning 
request proceeds

Salamander ruling 
could prove costly, 
federal report claims

CEDAR PARk The City of Cedar Park’s gateway sign 
project is moving forward after City Council voted 
in January to erect two of the five signs originally 
planned.

Staff are preparing construction plans for 
the first sign along FM 1431 near Sam Bass 
Road, with construction slated to begin in 
late spring or early summer, Assistant City 
Manager Sam Roberts said. Construction on 
the second sign, to be located along Toll 183A 
at Brushy Creek Road, is expected to begin 
later this year. 

Mayor Matt Powell said putting up two 
of the five signs originally planned allows 
the city flexibility and possible cost savings. 

“I would like to make sure this looks 
good and accomplishes what we want it to do before we do 
further expenditures on all of them,” he said. “The idea was to 
see this rolled out over time as the budget allows and as [the 
signs] were performing.” 

Originally, the total cost for all five signs was about 
$500,000, funded by the 4B economic and community devel-
opment corporation. However, Roberts said the cost for each 
will now be closer to $75,000, though landscape variances 
could alter the price of each individual sign. The cost of back-
lighting and upkeep should be minimal, he said. 

“We are using the most drought-tolerant plants that are avail-
able. We want plants that once they are established, they essen-
tially will need no watering after that,” Roberts said. “Electricity 
costs will be minimal, probably about $10 per month.” 

There is no timeline for council approval or construction on 
the remaining three gateway signs. They are planned for US 183 
near Avery Ranch Boulevard, the Park Street overpass on Toll 
183A and Toll 183A in front of the Cedar Park Center.

“Right now we’re just focusing on the first two signs,”  
Roberts said. 

CEDAR PARk The comprehensive plan 
committee is set to gather for the first time 
Feb. 21 to discuss how the city should 
grow during the next two decades. 

Cedar Park’s first comprehensive 
plans—which serve as blueprints for the 
city—were written in 1998 and 2006. 
Consulting firm Freese and Nichols Inc. 
will create an updated plan with input 
from committee members during 10 or 12 
regular meetings, said Jennie Huerta, City 
of Cedar Park media and communications 
manager. 

Committee members include citizens 
from City Council and other city boards, 
local businesses, homeowners associations, 
nonprofits, Leander ISD, Austin Commu-
nity College and the Cedar Park Chamber 
of Commerce. Chamber President Tony 
Moline said he hopes to help represent the 
business community in Cedar Park during 
the upcoming discussions. 

“I’ve been talking to people about what 
they want to see Cedar Park become,” 
Moline said. “We should make sure we are 
steadily growing but not overreaching.”

During its first meeting, the committee 

CEDAR PARk 
On Jan. 30, Mitch 
Fuller, Cedar Park 
mayor pro tem, was 
named chairman 
of the Lower Colo-
rado River Author-
ity’s Central Basin 
Regional Council. 
Fuller, a Cedar Park councilman since 
2007, immediately began the one-year 
term. The 30-member board often 
serves as the bridge between LCRA 
leadership and Central Texas commu-
nities in Blanco, Burnet, Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties. There are 
three other LCRA regional boards 
throughout the state. Fuller said he 
intends to focus on the public safety, 
health and economic development 
opportunities of the central basin.

lEANDER A commercial zoning 
request is set to proceed to Leander City 
Council on March 7 despite announced 
intentions by H-E-B to no longer 
develop a store near the southwest 
intersection of FM 2243 and Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard.

Leander’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission approved the rezoning 
Nov. 8 despite multiple pleas from resi-
dents of the nearby Ridgmar Landing 
subdivision. That approval allows the 
applicants, the Beasley Tract and Wil-
liamson County, to still proceed with 
the request for a general commercial 
zoning designation.

The request was originally scheduled 
to go before City Council on Dec. 6 and 
again on Jan. 17 but was postponed at 
H-E-B’s request. H-E-B sent a letter to 
Ridgmar Landing residents dated Jan. 
16 stating they no longer were inter-
ested in developing the corner lot. The 
case was most recently postponed  
Feb. 7 so it could be properly advertised 
to the public.

WIllIAmSON COUNTy Possible 
designation of critical habitats for the 
Jollyville, Georgetown, Salado and 
Austin Blind salamanders could cost 
$29 million in developmental impacts 
during the next 23 years, according to a 
draft economic analysis released by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on Jan. 25.

Critical habitats are defined by USFWS 
as areas containing essential features 
to the conservation of a threatened or 
endangered species and call for additional 
considerations in development and con-
struction. USFWS is required to consider 
the economic impact of designating an 
area as a critical habitat. The $29 million 
figure accounts for impacts to possible 
development, transportation, mining, 
and species and habitat management 
activities in the proposed habitats, but it 
does not cover water management activi-
ties, utility projects and livestock grazing 
activities, according to the analysis.

cedar Park city council
450 Cypress Creek road, Cedar Park
512-401-5000, www.cedarparktx.us
second and fourth thursdays, 6:30 p.m.

leander city council
200 w. willis st., Leander
512-259-1239, www.leandertx.org
first and third thursdays, 7 p.m.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
710 s. Main st., Georgetown
512-943-1550, www.wilco.org
tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Tweetings
for instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter 
@impactnews_lcp

Mitch Fuller

TweetingsMeetings

Courtesy City of Cedar Park

will discuss topics associated with the 
chapters of the comprehensive plan, 
including future land use, economic 
development, transportation, infra-
structure and more.

“The timeline for completion of the 
plan’s draft before it is reviewed by City 
Council is estimated to take about a 
year,” Huerta said. 

183A
TOLL

1431

Whitestone Blvd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Park St.

Colonial  
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comprehensive plan  
committee members 
•	kelly Brent (P&Z Commission/ 

economic development)
•	Linda haywood (aCC)
•	trey hensley (hoa representative)
•	Mo Jahadi (4B Board/business owner)
•	anna Johndrow (Business owner)
•	James Maness (hoa representative)
•	tony Moline (Chamber of commerce)
•	Lowell Moore (City Council)
•	 Matt Powell (City Council)
•	will streit (Leander isd) 
•	don tracy (City Council)
•	ed trevis (Business owner)
•	rudy uribe (Citizen/nonprofit)
•	Bob ingraham (Citizen)
•	doug James (Citizen/nonprofit) 
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• Large selection of frames 
(1400+)

• Onsite lab - some prescriptions 
available the same day

• Specialty contact lens fi tting

• Treatment of ocular injuries or 
infections

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.CCeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Stop Looking, Start Seeing

Accepting most insurances including:  
VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 

Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Humana, Superior, Avesis, 

Ameritas, Tricare, 
Block Vision, Davis Vision

1501 E.  NEW HOPE DRIVE •  CEDAR PARK •  TEXAS •  78613 •  512-402-5355
New HopeDr.

CEDAR PARK 
CENTER

183A
TOLL

S. Block House Dr.

during brunch 
Every Sunday from 12-3

enjoyenjoyComeCome
our COWBOY BRUNCH!our COWBOY BRUNCH!

Sunday from 11am to 3pm
Full lunch menu available beginning at 2 PM

Bunny-In-A-Hole Benedict: Poached 
Egg, Brioche, Ham Cheddar Cheese, 
Hollandaise

Ranch Migas: Eggs, Red Onions, Red 
Bell Peppers, Poblano Peppers, Plum 
Tomatoes, Cheddar & Cotija Cheese, 
Corn Tortilla Strips, Cilantro

Cowboy Hash: Brisket, Potatoes, Onions 
& Bell Peppers, Roasted Corn, Jalapenos

Chicken Fried Chicken
Chicken Fried Steak
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs

Pork Chops: Topped with a Fried Egg & 
Ranchera Sauce over Grits

Country Chili: Fried Eggs, Buttermilk 
Biscuits, Chili Smother

Buttermilk Biscuits: with creamy Bacon 
Gravy

Silver Dollar Hotcakes: Your choice of 
Ginger- Snap, Blueberry, or regular

Chango French Toast: Banana Nut 
Bread, Bananas Foster or Maple Syrup

Veggie Scramble: Spinach, Roasted 
Piquillo Peppers, Goat Cheese, 
Caramelized Onions

Quesadilla: Smoked Peach, Roasted 
Poblano Pepper & Cream Cheese Stuffed

Pork Sausage Funnel Cake: Infused 
with Maple Syrup

Spiral Ham: Honey-glazed with Peach 
Chutney or Marmalade

Center Cut Bacon, Sausage, Turkey 
sausage
Ranch Granola: Maple Syrup, Brown 
Sugar, Vanilla, Oats, Pecans, Sun� ower 
seeds, Dried peaches-Blueberry raisins

Bottomless Mimosa, Bottomless Bloody Mary Bar •  Beer  • Red & White Wines

Live Music

$14.99 • KIDS 12 & UNDER $7.99
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers grapple with illegal immigration
Banning taxpayer-funded day labor 

sites and stripping undocumented college 
students of their access to in-state tuition 
are among proposals in the Texas Legisla-
ture that seek to limit the effects of illegal 
immigration.

But even as they are filing, Republican 
lawmakers, who have a majority in the 
House and Senate, said they are mindful 
that attempting to supersede federal law 
could bring about lawsuits and alienate 
Hispanic voters—while having no real 
impact in the Lone Star State. 

State’s authority
So far, the bills that have been filed are 

largely limited to steps the state can take, 
instead of bills that send strong anti–ille-
gal immigration messages but cannot be 
enforced by the state, such as stripping 
birthright citizenship for children born in 
the U.S. to undocumented parents, a bill 
that failed last session.

“It’s a different conversation for Republi-
cans to have, and it’s a new conversation to 
have,” said Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-District 
52, who said he supports border security 
and wants Texas to lead the charge on 
designing a national guest worker program. 

A bill banning so-called sanctuary cities 
that was a priority for Republican leaders 
last session had not been filed as of the first 
week of session. The bill filing deadline is 
in March.

The bill would have stripped funding 
from cities that appear to flout immigra-
tion laws—such as forbidding local police 
from asking for proof of citizenship. But 
its author now says she has other priorities 
with regard to immigration.

“Border security and public security as 
a whole is my No. 1 priority,” said Rep. 
Debbie Riddle, R-District 150, adding that 
a ban on sanctuary cities is hard to enforce 
because those cities don’t typically put such 
policies in writing. “The bottom line is, 
making sure that the safety and security of 
the people of Texas is well-established must 

be our No. 1 priority. If we don’t do that, 
well, there isn’t much of a No. 2 priority.”

Gonzales agreed, saying he would rather 
address issues such as gangs, drug cartels 
and human trafficking than bills that could 
make the population less educated and 
more dependent on the system.

Another bill that could be filed is a 
requirement that all businesses use the 
federally recognized E-Verify system 
to make sure their employees are in the 
nation legally. The bill was filed last session 
by Rep. Paul Workman, R-District 47, but 
died in committee.

Democrats’ bills
On the Democrat side, a bill has been 

filed by a Dallas representative to allow ille-
gal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses. 

Rep. Mark Strama, D-District 50, said 
illegal immigration is a problem that 
should be addressed. But he said Texas 
should avoid creating laws so harsh that 
business is stymied or parents are afraid to 
send their children to school.

“However you feel about illegal immigra-
tion, there is no sensible benefit to having 
the children of illegal immigrants go uned-
ucated while remaining in this country,” he 
said. “No one wins from that outcome.”

Democrats point to the presidential elec-
tions, in which only 29 percent of Hispan-
ics voted for Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney, as proof that the GOP approach 
in the past has only served to alienate them 
from the Republican Party.

illegal immigrant population
Estimates put the illegal immigrant pop-

ulation in Texas at about 1.6 million, more 
than every state except California. Almost 
all of them are part of the workforce, 
according to the Pew Hispanic Center, a 
Washington, D.C.–based think tank.

About 9 percent of the Texas workforce 
in 2010 was composed of illegal immi-
grants, according to the most recent figures 
by the Pew Center. And undocumented 

workers contribute $17.7 billion to the 
state’s economy each year, according to the 
most recent estimates by the Texas Comp-
troller’s Office.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the number of illegal immigrants in Texas, 
which comprises nearly two-thirds of the 
nation’s border with Mexico, has tripled 
since 1990 estimates.

Nationwide, Pew Center estimates on 
the population range from 11 million– 
20 million, and proposals to reduce that 
number have ranged from creating a guest 
worker plan with a path to citizenship to 
mass deportation.

The latter is not an idea that sits well in 
Texas, where Republican leadership and 

the business community tend to be more 
middle-of-the-road when it comes to 
immigration policy, both nationally and 
on the state level.

Speaking to conservatives at a recent 
convention of the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation, Texas Agricultural Commis-
sioner Todd Staples said Texas is poised 
to lead the way in supporting policies that 
maintain the labor force while bringing 
illegal immigrants out of the shadows.

“Do we really believe people are coming 
here illegally today seeking citizenship?  
Or are people coming here looking for a 
job?” Staples said. “Do we really want to 
grow a government big enough to round 
up 11 million people?”

“Williamson County does not differentiate between documented and 
undocumented residents. Our greatest challenge has been and will continue to 

be keeping up with the growth of our county and Central Texas. An increase 
in population causes an increase in court cases, transportation demands and 

indigent health care, regardless of resident status.”

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis

“The greatest illegal immigration challenge for Travis County is our effort to comply 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s request that counties detain for 
up to 48 hours persons suspected of having ‘immigration status issues.’ … In 
my view, we should adopt two different standards: First, afford these persons 
the same presumption of innocence until proven guilty that other arrestees are 
granted; and second, detain only persons who are charged with or have been 
convicted of felony or serious misdemeanor offenses.”

Travis County Judge Samuel Biscoe

sources: Pew hispanic Center, texas Comptroller’s office, u.s. Census Bureau

ESTIMATED ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE TEXAS ECONOMY BY 
UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS

ESTIMATED 
PERCENTAGE OF THE 
TEXAS WORKFORCE 
IN 2010 THAT WAS 
COMPOSED OF 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

ESTIMATED

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION IN TEXAS

ESTIMATED ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION NATIONWIDE

Proposals to reduce that number have ranged from creating 
a guest worker plan with a path to citizenship to an outright 
mass deportation. 

i l l e g a l  i M M i g R a N T

pOpulATION

$17.7 billion

11 million–20 million

1.6 million

Experts estimate the 
illegal immigrant 
population in Texas  
to be higher than in  
any other state  
except California.

9%

    36 Licensed Skilled Nursing All Private Rooms
    57 Licensed Assisted Living Apartment - 4 fl oor plans

Medical Services:  
Medicare Certifi ed
Skilled Nursing (SNF) 
Respite Care 
Hospice Care  

Therapy Services:
In-house Therapy Team
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy
Wound Therapy

Managed by JEA Senior Living

2200 S. Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613 • Call 512.219.0200 today to schedule a complimentary tour!

New state of the art community located in the heart of Cedar Park

License # 133153 & 133772

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

in Family Medicineinnninnnniniin amilya yFaFa yyyaa lliiimmmFFFFa yyiFamilyMMedicineyyMedicine
901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.sifm.net



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com18  FEaTUREs

C
o

ur
te

sy
 r

o
un

d
 r

o
ck

 C
ha

m
b

er
 o

f C
o

m
m

er
ce

and a meeting with detectives from the Cedar Park Police 
department. the event is part of the library’s Cedar Park 
reads program. 2 p.m. free. Cedar Park Public Library, 550 
discovery Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-401-5600.  
www.cedarparktx.us

04 and 11, 18  
Camp Family Nights

families are invited to enjoy the outdoors with a series of 
themed evening activities, which include archery, canoeing 
and climbing. 5:45 p.m. $10 per person (members), $12 per 
person (nonmembers). twin Lakes family yMCa, 204 e. Little 
elm trail, Cedar Park. 512-250-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

worth the TRIP

05 Taste of Round Rock
sample the various food options round 

rock has to offer, from Cajun specialties to swedish 
meatballs. Proceeds benefit the round rock Chamber 
of Commerce. 6–8 p.m., viP event 5:30–6 p.m. $20 (in 
advance), $25 (after March 1), $35 (for viP event). united 
heritage Center, 3400 e. Palm valley Blvd., round rock. 
512-255-5805. www.tasteofroundrock.com

Trailsetter 5K & Kids Fun Run
walkers and runners of all ages are invited 
to the fifth annual twin Lakes family yMCa 
trailsetter 5k & kids fun run, presented by 

the Cedar Park Chiropractic Clinic. Proceeds benefit the 
strong kids Campaign, which helps low-income families 
afford yMCa services and activities. Participants 
who register before feb. 22 receive a complimentary 
short-sleeved t-shirt, and all participants can register 
a personal timing chip number. those interested can 
download the registration form or register online. kids 
fun run 8 a.m., 5k 8:15 a.m. $35 (5k), $15 (kids fun 
run), $35 (both races). twin Lakes family yMCa, 204 e. 
Little elm trail, Cedar Park. 512-250-9622.  
www.ymcagwc.org

CALENDAR
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07 Bill Engvall comedy show
Comedian Bill engvall performs one night only in 

a standup show honoring his sister Janet engvall Mc-
tigue and benefiting united way of williamson County. 
tickets must be purchased in advance. 8 p.m. $30–$50 
(general admission), $100 (viP). Georgetown high school 
klett Center for the Performing arts, 2211 n. austin ave., 
Georgetown. 512-255-6799. www.unitedway-wc.org

07 Basic sign language class 
signing with Miss wendy presents a basic sign 

language class featuring baby signs with songs, stories and 
more. the class is designed for parents, teachers or anyone 
interested in learning basic american sign Language. those 
interested can rsvP by phone. 7–9 p.m. $10. 503 territory 
trail, Cedar Park. 512-567-8281

11 through 14  
Bashem Bots with Lego 

during this four-day spring break camp, engineering 
instructors from Play-well teknologies teach children how 
to build machines that can go over obstacles and battle 
other robots. Play-well was founded to help build children’s 
problem solving skills through engineering and architectural 

february

23 Community Shred Day
the Greater texas federal Credit union offers the 

opportunity for people to shred personal and confidential 
documents for free, including bank statements, invoices, tax 
returns and contracts. the austin toros mascot, da Bull, is on-
site starting at 10 a.m. for a meet-and-greet with customers.  
9 a.m.–noon. free. Greater texas federal Credit union, 1600 
n. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park. 512-458-2558. www.gftcu.org

23 Second annual Chili Festival 
Benefiting the Leander high school Junior air 

force rotC, the Chili festival features food and a silent 
auction. Proceeds go toward cadets’ uniforms, field trips and 
scholarships. 4–7 p.m. $8 (adults), $5 (children age 12 and 
younger). Leander high school commons area,  
3301 s. Bagdad road, Leander. 512-570-1000

23 Spring Into Summer expo
the shoppes at Lakeline village invites the 

community to sample the offerings of koko fit Club, hot 
wok and X-treme tan and other local businesses. the expo 
features prizes, live music and refreshments. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 
free. 1420 Cypress Creek road, Cedar Park. 512-832-5850

March

01 Second annual youth talent show 
the Cedar Park rotary Club presents its second 

annual youth talent show, sponsored by Leander isd and 
Cedar Park regional Medical Center. Children in grades 
kindergarten through 12 perform songs, dance and showcase 
other specialities. Cash prizes are awarded to winners and 
runners-up. Proceeds benefit rotary Club grants to local 
and worldwide nonprofit organizations. 7 p.m. $6 (adults), 
$3 (children). Leander high school don tew Performing arts 
Center, 3301 s. Bagdad road, Leander.  
www.cedarparkrotary.com. cprotarytalentshow@gmail.com

01 through 23  
‘Getting Sara Married’

in a play directed by Jo rake, sara hastings is an unmarried 
lawyer committed to her job with an aunt who takes the search 
for a husband for sara into her own hands, resulting in a series 
of events that could lead to sara’s happily ever after. fri. 
and sat. at 8 p.m., sun. March 10 at 3 p.m. $20 (adults), $15 
(students, seniors, military). way off Broadway Community 
theatre, 11880 w. fM 2243, Bldg. 4, Leander. 512-259-5878. 
www.wobcp.org

02 Detective Day 
families are invited to an afternoon of sherlock 

holmes–themed activities including crafts, demonstrations 

Dr. Jordan has been in practice in the 
Greater Austin Area for 3 decades.

We are committed to family-oriented dentistry and treating our 
patients with real smiles and caring hands.

Dr. Shane Whisenant joined the 
practice as a partner in July of 2012.

Family Oriented Dentistry | Preventative and Restorative Dentistry | Cosmetic Dentistry
Custom Teeth Whitening | Invisalign Certifi ed

REAL SMILES AND CARING HANDS

FAMILY DENTISTRY

2501 South Lakeline Blvd | Cedar Park | 512.258.7523 | www.jordanfamilydentistry.com

Celebrating 30 years!
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find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/lcp-calendar

to have Cedar Park and Leander events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the 
first friday of the month.

online Calendar

Cedar Park Center
2100 avenue of the stars, Cedar Park, 512-600-5000, 
www.cedarparkcenter.com
February
24  austin toros vs. iowa energy, 3 p.m. 
27 austin toros vs. sioux falls skyforce, 7:30 p.m.
28  austin toros vs. iowa energy, 7:30 p.m. 
March
1  texas stars vs. Chicago wolves, 7:30 p.m. 
2  texas stars vs. oklahoma City Barons, 7 p.m.  
3  austin toros vs. sioux falls skyforce, 3 p.m.
5  texas stars vs. Chicago wolves, 7:30 p.m. 
8  texas stars vs. san antonio rampage, 7:30 p.m.
13  texas stars vs. abbotsford heat, 7:30 p.m.
15  austin toros vs. Los angeles defenders, 7:30 p.m.
16  austin toros vs. texas Legends, 7:30 p.m.
19  texas stars vs. san antonio rampage, 7:30 p.m.

Cedar Park Center SPORTS

JT’s  SportsGrille
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., ste. 130, Cedar Park,  
512-331-2091, www.jtsportsgrille.com
February  
22 Caitie taylor, 6 p.m.  
 dave Massey, 9:30 p.m.
March 
1 dave Massey, 9:30 p.m.
2 Caitie taylor, 8 p.m.
8 the detentions, 6 p.m. 
 dave Massey, 9:30 p.m.
9 darrell, 8 p.m.
15 dave Massey, 9:30 p.m.
16 Caitie taylor, 8 p.m.

Mouton’s Southern Bistro
309 n. us 183, Leander, 512-260-6300, 
www.moutonsbistro.com
February
22  dawn stanco, 7 p.m.
23  tom harvey, 7 p.m.
March
1   randy stern, 7 p.m.
2   Mandy rowden, 7 p.m.
8 Brian wolff, 7 p.m.
9 doug Pegg, 7 p.m.
15 randy stern, 7 p.m.
16 Pete Minda, 7 p.m.

Shooters Billiards and Sports Bar
601 e. whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, 512-260-2060, 
www.shootersbilliards.net
February
23 denny herrin, 9 p.m.
March
2 Brent wood, 9 p.m.
9 stooch Band, 9 p.m.
16 Check 1, 9 p.m.

Waterloo Ice House—Avery Ranch
14900 avery ranch Blvd., austin, 512-255-4873,  
www.waterlooicehouse.com
February  
21 Brian Pounds, 7:30 p.m.  
22 Mayeux and Broussard, 8 p.m. 
24 Brian Bryne and Borrowed time, 11 a.m. 
 organic Mechanics, 6 p.m.  
27 nano whitman, 7:30 p.m. 
28 Mayeux and Broussard, 7:30 p.m.  
March 
2   treachery of others, 8 p.m.
3  Brian Bryne and Borrowed time, 11 a.m.
 organic Mechanics, 6 p.m.
6  Brian Pounds, 7:30 p.m. 
10  Brian Bryne and Borrowed time, 11 a.m. 
 organic Mechanics, 6 p.m.
13 Brian Pounds, 7:30 p.m. 
17 Brian Bryne and Borrowed time, 11 a.m. 
 organic Mechanics, 6 p.m. 
20 king Biscuit Blues revue, 7:30 p.m.
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Caitie taylor at Jt’s sportsGrille

projects using Legos. registration forms are available online for 
download. 9 a.m.–noon (ages 5–7), 1–4 p.m. (ages 8–12). $120. 
Leander Public Library, 1011 s. Bagdad road, Leander.  
512-528-9909. www.leandertx.gov

11 through 15 
 Leander tae kwon do spring break camp

Children ages 4–13 can spend their spring break learning tae 
kwon do, playing games, and improving their movement and 
fitness skills. Parents can sign up their children for one day or 
the entire week. 9 a.m.–noon. $25 (per day), $109 (entire week). 
taekwondo training Center of Leander, 1906 s. Bagdad road, 
ste. B, Leander. 512-259-0609. www.leandertkd.com 

11 through 15 
yMCA spring break camp

the twin Lakes family yMCa hosts spring break camp for 
children in kindergarten through eighth grade. Campers can 
participate in outdoor activities including hiking and archery or 
enlist in half-day gymnastics and dance camp. Children should 
dress prepared to participate in outdoor activities and should pack 
a sack lunch each day. 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m. $160 (member), $190 
(nonmembers). twin Lakes family yMCa, 204 e. Little elm trail, 
Cedar Park. 512-250-9622. www.ymcagwc.org

16 ‘To Die or Not to Die’ 
acting troupe Capital City Mystery Players perform 

“to die or not to die,” an interactive play with the audience in 
which bickering actors are trying to perform “hamlet.” the event 
includes a boxed dinner and beverages aboard the austin steam 
train for guests age 17 and older. 7–10 p.m. $50–$60 (first-
class coach), $65–$75 (first-class lounge). austin steam train 
association boarding platform, 401 e. whitestone Blvd.,  
Cedar Park. 512-477-8468. www.austinsteamtrain.org

20 Alicia Keys in concert 
fourteen-time Grammy award–winning singer, 

songwriter and producer alicia keys performs the “set the 
world on fire” tour to promote her new album, “Girl on fire.” 
r&B artist and fellow Grammy award winner Miguel opens the 
show as a special guest. 7:30 p.m. $48–$599 plus fees and 
parking. Cedar Park Center, 2100 avenue of the stars, Cedar 
Park. 512-600-5000. www.cedarparkcenter.com

22 Movies in the Park
the Cedar Park Movies in the Park season begins with 

an outdoor screening of the animated movie “hotel transylvania.” 
in the film, dracula builds a hotel hidden from humans to protect 
his daughter, only for a human boy to wander through and cause 
a stir. families are encouraged to bring their own blankets, lawn 
chairs and snacks; however, glass containers are not permitted. 8 
p.m. free. elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 sun Chase Blvd., Cedar 
Park. 512-401-5500. www.cedarparktx.gov

23 Teddy Bear Picnic 
for the annual teddy Bear Picnic, children age 10 and 

younger are invited to bring their favorite teddy bear or other 
stuffed animal for shared activities with the toys. 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
free. Leander Public Library, 1011 s. Bagdad road, Leander.  
512-529-5259. www.leandertx.gov

23 2013 Cedar Fest Barbecue Cookoff
the Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce hosts the 

2013 Cedar fest Barbecue Cookoff, a Lonestar Barbecue 
society–sanctioned event. Guests can volunteer in advance 
to judge brisket, ribs, chicken, beans and salsa from 
different teams competing for more than $4,000 in prizes. 
vendor booths are open to all guests and judges. 10 a.m.– 
3 p.m. free (admission), $150 (team of four competitors). 
twin Lakes family yMCa, 204 e. Little elm trail, Cedar Park.  
512-260-7800. www.cedarparkchamber.org

23 Thin Mint Sprint 5K and 1-mile Daisy Dash 
Girl scout troop 2063 will host the second annual race, 

which includes a 5k route and a 1-mile fun run. Participants 
receive a race t-shirt, a box of Girl scout cookies and registered 
Girl scouts age 5–18 receive a badge. 8 a.m. $25 (5k), $15 (one 
mile), add $5 after March 15. Cedar Park Center, 2100 avenue 
of the stars, Cedar Park. www.monarchsu.com/thinMintsprint, 
txgs2063@ymail.com 
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Compiled by Emilie Boenig and Elizabeth Robinson
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Put Your Sleep Problems to Rest at
Georgetown Sleep Center.
Do you suffer from daytime sleepiness or fatigue?

Do you snore? Difculty concentrating?

You may have a sleep disorder that can cause serious threats 

to your health. Georgetown Sleep Center offers complete 

sleep diagnostic and treatment services to help solve your 

sleep problems.

A state-of-the-art sleep center featuring 12 beautiful 

bedrooms with full baths is custom designed to put your 

comfort �rst. Our board certi�ed sleep physicians offer the 

very best in sleep medicine patient care.

www.GeorgetownSleepCenter.com

3121 Northwest Blvd. · Georgetown, TX 78628  Main (512) 868-5055  Metro (512) 930-3700  Fax (512) 868-5077

Self Referrals Welcome!
Most Insurance Accepted.

Accredited by the American Academy of Sleep Medicine

Jim Curlee, DO, FCCP, D, ABSM; Alyson Ryan MD, D, ABPN  
and Keilty Darnall, MD, D, ABPN

ACCREDITED
MEMBER CENTER

SINCE 2006

Unlimited Boating Guranteed!
Brand New Boats Every Year

More Than 25 Boats To Choose From
Water Toys Included!

512-257-BOAT(2628)
www.volenteboatclub.com

FREE 
BOATING!

CALL FOR DETAILS

AUSTIN’S ONLY BOATING COUNTRY CLUB™

JOIN BEFORE 3/31/13 AND GET ONE FREE 
MONTH ON ANY 12 MONTH MEMBERSHIP
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Customary Couture

Owner Sherry Ayles and bridal consultant Callie Spencer showcase the prom dress section. 
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Customary Couture 
Cedar Park boutique styles women 
in wedding gowns and prom dresses 

Sherry Ayles began sewing at age 
10, and after seeing her love for 
the craft flourish throughout the 

years, she opened a small alterations and 
custom clothing shop in Austin in the 
1990s. After taking time off to stay home 
with her son, who is now in high school, 
Ayles opened a new store, Customary 
Couture, in Cedar Park in 2008. 

“In the ’90s when I had my little 
shop, all I did was alterations and 
customs, and then I started doing 
bridal gowns, and I absolutely love 
doing custom bridal gowns,” she said. 
“Here, I started out with just bridal 
dresses, and moms would come in and 
say, ‘We really need a prom store out 
here,’ so we expanded, and now we sell 
prom dresses, too.” 

Sales are split almost evenly between 
bridal gowns and prom dresses, 
Ayles said, though the shop also 
sells bridesmaid and mother-of-the-
bride dresses, veils, belts and other 
accessories. Prom dresses and other 
items can be purchased off the rack, 
but brides must make an appointment 
so staff can hand-pick gowns based on 

budget and style preferences.
“I never want to put a girl who has 

a $1,000 budget in a $3,000 dress 
because she will compare her budget 
to that dress, and it’s not fair,” she said,   
adding that many bridal magazines 
and television shows misrepresent the 
actual price of wedding gowns. “I know 
there are girls out there who think 
if they go to a boutique, the dresses 
are going to be $5,000 and they can’t 
afford that, but that’s not the case. The 
majority of the dresses here are in the 
$1,000–$2,000 range, and right now we 
have only a few gowns in the store  
over $2,500.”

Unlike many commercial dress stores 
and boutiques, at Customary Couture the 
price of some bridal gowns also includes 
the cost of alterations, which Ayles does 
herself. Bridal consultant Callie Spencer 
said that although the store sells a variety 
of styles, mermaid-shape and lace fabric 
are the most popular. 

“My favorite part is the look on their 
face when they find their dress and 
they love it,” she said. “That means I’ve 
done my job.”

BUSINESS

500 Cypress Creek road, ste. 130 
Cedar Park
512-918-1112
www.customarycouture.com

Finding the perfect dress
searching for the perfect gown can be 
overwhelming and confusing for some 
brides. experts offer this advice:  

•	order the gown about six months before 
the wedding, leaving time for shipping, 
alterations and unexpected delays.

•	Be prepared by researching different styles 
of dresses before going shopping.  

•	Beware of counterfeit dressmakers who 
offer greatly discounted designer gowns 
shipped from overseas. if not seized by 
u.s. Customs, some dresses can arrive 
damaged, off-color or the wrong size with 
little available recourse for refund. 

Designer dress selections
Customary Couture sells a variety of prom 
dresses, wedding gowns and custom-sewn 
formal wear and also offers tuxedo rentals, 
accessories and bridesmaid dresses.

What you’ll find in the boutique

1.  Magenta single-strap embellished dress 
designed by nina Canacci, $300   

2.  Lace cocktail-length wedding dress 
designed in-store by owner sherry ayles, 
$850

3.  Belted cocktail-length ivory dress de-
signed by shaelayne, $1,300

4.  strapless sophia tolli floor-length gown, 
$1,660

5.  accessories such as tiaras, veils and 
flowered hair pins range in price, 
$50–$200

Around the store

By Emilie Boenig 
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TRANSFORMING TEXAS OUTDOORS

512-567-8779   •   WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COM   •   BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

Follow Us

Custom Water and Fire Features
Landscape Lighting

Patios, Pergolas, Planting Beds
A� ordable Landscape Design

Visit our new website today 
and get inspired for your spring 

landscaping transformation!
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yard Genesis Lawn 
Regeneration

Yard Genesis Lawn Regeneration owner Christopher Stege applies soil using a top dresser on a fresh 
lawn in North Austin.
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yard Genesis 
Company aims for golf course–green lawns

The constant struggle to maintain 
a healthy, green lawn can be the 
bane of a Central Texan’s exis-

tence. And once soaring temperatures 
arrive, droughts and water shortages 
often plague the region, but Yard Genesis 
owner Chris Stege aims to reverse those 
woes.

Stege opened Yard Genesis seven 
years ago, combining his degree in turf 
management and work experience at golf 
courses and baseball parks to launch the 
only service of its kind in Central Texas, 
he claims.

“I took the same techniques and 
procedures that we would do on golf 
courses and ballparks and provide that 
for residential and commercial custom-
ers,” Stege said.

Though based in Leander, Stege, a 
Cedar Park resident, caters to residential 
and commercial properties throughout 
Central Texas, extending as far as San 
Antonio. Some of his work includes resi-
dences in the Crystal Falls and Mayfield 
Ranch subdivisions, and he is in the 
process of working with Leander ISD to 
regenerate its sports fields.

While other companies focus on 
maintenance, Stege zeroes in on what 

he believes are the two most important 
components of attaining a healthy lawn: 
aeration and top dressing.  

He tackles the root of the problem by 
using an original and organic turkey 
compost mixture as well as other soils 
and sand to level out lawns.

Stege then uses an aerator that pokes 
small, evenly spaced holes in the ground 
to allow for oxygen to flow to roots and 
for the new soil to mix with existing soil. 
The resulting reverse compaction fosters 
a healthy root system, leading to proper 
drainage and root growth. 

Their peak season occurs from 
November to May, when Stege said 
temperatures are most favorable for lawn 
regeneration. 

Ninety percent of his customers are 
repeat customers, he said, who experi-
ence the benefits of his service each 
year.

With regular watering and mowing, 
customers will notice a greener lawn 
with fewer weeds and a decreased need 
for synthetic fertilizers, but the process 
will take a few years, he said. 

“You’ll probably have to mow more, 
but that’s a good thing,” Stege said. “A 
lawn truly makes a home.”

BUSINESS

11892 w. old fM 2243, Leander
www.yardgenesis.com
512-709-1230
twitter: @yardgenesis

Anatomy of a lawn 
for those looking to attain greener, healthier 
grass, here is a closer look at the effect ser-
vices from yard Genesis yard regeneration 
can have on a lawn. depending on a lawn’s 
deficiencies, services can range from top 
dressing application to lawn leveling. the ma-
jority of those services focus on decreasing 
thatch, which is a natural layer of roots, stems 
and leaves between growing grass and soil 
that can prevent proper growth, and maintain-
ing a thriving yard. 

while clients will see a difference in their 
lawn over the course of a season, the full 
benefits of yard Genesis’ services becomes 
apparent after repeated services over the 
course of multiple years. when yard Genesis 
aerates a lawn, it opens the yard to water 
and oxygen as well as various nutrients. yard 
Genesis places emphasis on a strong foun-
dation when developing a lawn throughout 
the course of several seasons. a compacted 
hard soil helps the thatch layer to develop. 
the thatch layer decreases over time after 
the turf is prepared, leveled and given a layer 
of topsoil. roots grow deeper throughout 
several seasons as soil becomes less com-
pact and top dressing mixes with existing 
fertilizers in the ground. 

following yard Genesis’ services, grass 
requires mowing at least once a week, but it 
can go longer without watering because of 
longer roots and proper drainage. the new 
grass plants ideally will create a more dense-
looking yard.

By the numbers: 

By Elizabeth Robinson
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AFFORDABLE ORTHODONTICS FOR ALL AGES

Treatment for adults, teens, and children as early as 5 years old.

Early detection can avoid the need for braces.
Orthodontics • TMJ relief  • Correct mouth breathing habits • Help sinus and allergy problems 

Life Dentistry
PLLC

JUDITH M. MEDINA, DMD, GENERAL DENTIST
512-996-9080 | www.lifedentistryaustin.com

12731 Research Blvd. Bldg. D, Austin, TX 78759

For more info visit www.myobrace.com

FREE Consulation
MENTION COMMUNITY IMPACT WHEN BOOKING 
YOUR APPOINTMENT. DIAGNOSTIC RECORDS NOT 

INCLUDED. EXPIRES 3/22/13

Saturday  February 23, 2013
9AM-NOON

1600 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park, 78613

(512) 458-2558

greater  texas  federal  credit  union 
presents:

Staples,  RUBBER BANDS  AND  PAPER  
CLIPS  DO NOT  NEED TO  BE  REMOVED!
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Conserve Texas Water

Conserve Texas Water owner Tom Catlin offers the Irrigation Decision Device, an irrigation suppression 
device that helps determine when irrigation systems should be activated. 
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Conserve Texas Water
Device helps users decrease irrigation

Drought conditions during the past 
few years have left many trying to 
find ways to help conserve water.

“In the last four years, it’s been pain-
fully obvious how much we need to con-
serve water,” Conserve Texas Water owner 
Tom Catlin said. 

In early 2012, after conversations with 
one of the creators of the Irrigation Deci-
sion Device, an irrigation water suppres-
sion tool, Catlin decided to create Con-
serve Texas Water to sell the mechanism. 

“This is unique,” Catlin said. “It’s some-
thing that makes sense.”

The IDD connects to existing irriga-
tion systems and keeps the system from 
watering the lawn when it is not needed, 
he said.

Manufactured in Austin, the IDD is 
recognized by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, and it can work 
with any residential or commercial sprin-
kler system, Catlin said.

The IDD uses two different forecasting 
models—meteorological and hydrologi-
cal—to produce data at least four times 
a day that is specific to a customer’s 
address, Catlin said. Once the data is 
processed, a signal is sent to the  irriga-
tion system that tells it whether it should 
be activated, he said.

The company serves customers in the 
greater metropolitan areas of Austin, Dal-
las, Houston and San Antonio.

Catlin has been focused on promoting 
the device and its ability to help users 
lower water bills and reduce water usage 
for irrigation. 

Although it got off to a slow start, he 
said, his business has slowly increased. 

“To me it doesn’t make any difference 
whether you’re environmental or finan-
cially driven or if you’re both because this 
answers both,” Catlin said. “Here’s this 
device that is $350 that you put on your 
system and pays for itself.”

Catlin said he hopes his customer 
base will include homeowners, business 
owners, homeowners associations and 
municipalities.

A Georgetown native, Catlin said he 
has often seen sprinklers run at odd 
hours and during rain storms. The IDD 
is designed to keep automated sprinkler 
systems from running during those times 
they are least effective.

The device also prevents an irrigation 
system from causing water runoff from an 
over-saturated lawn, and it would keep it 
from watering a lawn when it is too windy 
or too cold, he said. 

BUSINESS

512-592-2929
www.conservetexaswater.com
info@conservetexaswater.com

Water use forecasting
the irrigation decision device sold by 
Conserve texas water uses two forecasting 
models—hydrological and meteorological—
to determine if a lawn needs to be watered.  

the hydrological model uses point 
elevation, slope, runoff, evapotranspiration, 
percolation rate and many other variables to 
forecast soil moisture.

the meteorological model looks at variables 
including current, recent and predicted 
precipitation type and amount; humidity, 
wind speed; temperature; and cloud cover.

Source: Conserve Texas Water

Water conservation key for  
irrigation device creator 
the idea for the irrigation decision device 
came to Carlos repelli more than a decade 
ago, he said, and after being reunited with 
former college roommate rodrigo Zerlotti, the 
development of it was a collaborative effort.

the duo created the idd, an irrigation 
water suppression device, which is sold by 
Conserve texas water and manufactured 
in austin.

“i developed most of the meteorological 
part,” repelli said. “[Zerlotti] was the one 
who worked on the software.”

after working for a few years on the 
technology, the idd went through about 
five years of testing, repelli said.

the two applied for a patent in 2005, and it 
was issued in 2009, he said. 

how much money the device saves users 
on irrigation costs varies based on location 
and time of the year, repelli said, but by 
conservative estimates, the device can 
save irrigation system owners at least  
25 percent on water bills. 

repelli, who has his bachelor’s degree 
in physics, received his master’s degree 
in meteorology from Brazil’s institute for 
space research. 

he said he worked as a scientist for 
several years before attending Columbia 
university, where he received a doctorate 
degree in oceanography. 

Conservation device

the irrigation decision device offered 
by Conserve texas water connects to 
an existing sprinkler system and works 
to conserve water and save money by 
suppressing water when a lawn does not 
need it. 

tom Catlin started Conserve texas water 
in early 2012 after meeting with one of the 
creators of the idd, he said.

Catlin said he serves customers, which 
he hopes will include homeowners, 
businesses, homeowners associations 
and municipalities, in the austin, dallas, 
houston and san antonio areas.

By the numbers

By Amy Dodd Thompson

$350initial 
cost

idd water 
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4
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rainfall for 
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1011 S. Bagdad Rd., Leander, 78641 • Check out more great programs at:  www.leander.lib.tx.us

Join us
for a TEDDY BEAR PICNIC!

Leander Public Library

Saturday 
March 23rd
11am–1pm

Bring your 
picnic lunch 
and we’ll 
supply drinks 
and dessert

Bring your 
favorite 

stuffed animal!

Play Teddy 
Bear games!

Practice Teddy 
Bear yoga!

Make a Teddy 
Bear craft!

Get a Teddy 
Bear check-up!

www.cantuimports.com

(512) 990-2607  •  3219 IH-35 Round Rock, TX 78664 • Exit 250

Full Landscaping Services
Irrigation, Installation & Repair

We provide high quality workmanship with 
attention to details with honesty. Our goal is to 
make each customer satis� ed. 

Let us transform your yard into a paradise.

• Patio
• Fireplace
• Retaining walls

• Walkways
• Flower beds
• Xeriscape

Landscape Design & Installation of our large 
selection of cold hardy palms and native trees.

Greenlaw
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lvd
.

35

45
TOLL P� ugerville Pkwy.

ROCK WORK AT ITS BEST!
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Drs. Robert & Kristen Hendricks & family

CR 273

Crystal Falls Pkwy.183

183A
TOLL

WWW.BRIGHTSMILESTEXAS.COM

FREE 
WHITENING 
FOR LIFE FOR 
NEW PATIENTS 

$300 VALUE
RESTRICTIONS APPLY, 

CALL FOR DETAILS.

Fun Family Dentistry For All Ages
A brighter smile is just a call away!!
1907 S. Hwy 183 • Suite 206 • Leander, TX 78641

Check us out on Rateadentist.com

CALL TODAY: 
512-259-5000

Now 
Open!

RIVEROB
GYNPLACE

NOW OPEN!         

COMING SOON!   

Addiction Destroys Familiesss
FREEDOMPornography

Alcohol
Smoking
Drugs
Lifestyles

Always Free
& Confi den� al

SET A ONE-ON-ONE OFFICE APPOINTMENT TODAY!

See Amazing Testimonies Online! 
www.jesuspoweredliving.org | 512-355-1305

All Appointments are FREE  | Cedar Park Office | Christian Non-Profit
 Always Confidential | Christian Non-denominational | info@jesuspoweredliving.org

Spring Break Blow Out SpecialSpring Break Blow Out Special

7600 W. Hwy 29 Suite 7A Georgetown, TX 78628 • www.YouthfulBeautyLLC.com • 512-868-6625

No Pain, No Down TimeNo Pain, No Down Time

ZERONA LIPO LASER TREATMENT

6 Sessions for $259
$1,554 value

 Lose an average of 3.5 inches. 
(Up to 9 inches)

1 package per person. May purchase 1 additional package 
as a gift. Offer Expires March 31st 
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Spin Modern Thai Cuisine

From left: Co-owner Alphonso Dryer, Executive Chef Ek Timrerk and co-owner Kuan Tan opened Spin 
Modern Thai Cuisine in April 2012 in North Austin. 
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Spin Modern Thai Cuisine
North Austin Restaurant offers unique 
variation on traditional Thai dishes

Tucked among the shopping 
centers and big-box retailers of 
Northwest Austin is a restaurant 

dedicated to bringing an original spin to 
the traditional methods of Thai cooking. 

Spin Modern Thai Cuisine co-owners 
Kuan Tan and Alphonso Dryer opened 
the restaurant in April with a vision of 
moving the Thai culinary experience 
beyond pad thai and curry dishes. 

“We wanted to elevate the status 
of Thai cuisine,” Dryer said. “Unlike 
Japanese or Chinese cuisine, not many 
people talk about Thai food unless it is 
something for lunch.”

To ensure their restaurant elevated 
beyond that of a traditional Thai eatery, 
Tan and Dryer have given their execu-
tive chefs the freedom to create menu 
items that feature classic Thai flavors 
with more modern ingredients and 
methods. Executive chefs Ek Timrerk 
and Thai Chagthong both came to Spin 
from the popular Austin sister restau-
rants Uchi and Uchiko. 

Because the chefs are given free rein 
to create and experiment with new and 
nontraditional dishes, Spin’s menu is 
regularly updated, Tan said. 

“Every two weeks, we go through a 
new [menu] revamp,” he said. “Every 
time customers come back, they can try 
something new.”

The menu at Spin goes through so 
many updates, in fact, that Tan said 
only three items remain from when the 

restaurant opened last April. 
While some of the spices and flavors 

on the Spin menu may sound familiar to 
Thai food diners, the proteins and cook-
ing methods are what make the restau-
rant unique, Tan said. 

All of the meats at Spin are chargrilled 
on top of binchotan, or traditional Japa-
nese hardwood coals that allow food to 
cook at lower temperatures.

“We wanted to make sure we were not 
the same as other Thai restaurants that 
serve primarily curries and pad thai,” 
Tan said. “Because at that point, we just 
become like a chain restaurant.”

Aside from the taste and quality of 
the meals, Tan said Spin also places an 
emphasis on plate presentations and 
wait staff service. 

“Service plays a big part here,” Tan 
said. “[Waiters] walk the customers 
through the menu. They are our sales 
team—they have tried the food, and 
they know what to recommend.” 

Tan and Dryer both said Spin’s 
dedication to quality food, service and 
presentation is paying dividends. The 
restaurant has even begun to attract 
diners from central and south Austin, 
Dryer said. 

“If you have good food, people will 
come from down south, too,” Dryer 
said. “We have just kept plugging away 
at it, and word of mouth has gone a 
long way. People keep coming back and 
bringing their friends.”

DINING

14005 n. us 183, ste. 1000, austin
512-258-1365
www.spinmodernthai.com
Mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 5–9 p.m.,  
fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 5–10 p.m.,  
sat. 5–10 p.m., sun. 5–9 p.m.

A sample of the menu
spin Modern thai Cuisine offers separate 
lunch and dinner menus. the lunch menu 
features several noodle- and rice-based 
plates. the dinner menu is divided into 
starters, individual-sized appetizers, tasting 
plates, appetizers meant to be shared and 
full plates featuring full entrées. 

belly on fire ($14)
Panko-breaded pork belly smothered 
in a special curry sauce, topped with 
microgreens, sauteed cipollini onions, basil 
and toasted chili

saba Mi Krop ($15)
Chargrilled, smoked norwegian mackerel 
topped with pickled serrano peppers, a 
ginger garlic paste, thai chili and black soy, 
all placed over a bed of crispy egg noodles 

Tiger cry ($12)
Chargrilled beef sirloin, lime juice, grape 
tomato, sliced mint and red radishes served 
with a nam pla chili emulsion and sprinkled 
with crushed toasted rice

seared duck in pineapple curry ($15)
duck breast cured with five spices, then 
pan-seared and served with a spicy 
pineapple curry kaffir lime, grapes and 
pineapple, garnished with thai basil and 
toasted bread

fried ice cream ($6)
ice cream rolled in pound cake and tempura 
batter, then deep-fried and topped with 
crushed peanut toffee, marshmallows and 
golden raisins

By JP Eichmiller
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Services Include
• Diabetic Eye Exams

• Blade-free Custom iLASIK comanagement

• Routine Eye Exams

• Dry Eye treatment & management

• New Bifocal Contact lenses

• Eye Infections & Minor Injuries

• Designer Eyewear

Doctors of Optometry

Now accepting 
most insurances!

Dennis McCarty, OD, FABCO

302 S. Bell 
(Just N. of Buttercup Creek 

Blvd. Behind Dominos)

FM 1431/Whitestone Blvd.

S. Bell
Hwy 183

 Brushy Creek Rd.

N

FM 1431/Whit t Bl d

Schedule your 
appointment online 
through our website

www.CedarParkEyeCare.com   512-249-0808

“Home of the 
10 Minute 

Inspection”

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

Three convenient locations:
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Sean Mannix
Cedar Park police chief
By Joe Lanane 

In his 30-year career, Sean Mannix has watched his role in law 
enforcement come full circle.

At age 20, Mannix joined the police department in the small 
Bay Area community of Alameda, Calif. He served there for 10 
years before being lured away from California by the Austin Police 
Department. 

During the next 20 years, Mannix worked his way up the ranks 
from police cadet, probationary police officer and senior police offi-
cer before eventually becoming a detective, sergeant, lieutenant and 
commander. 

By the time Cedar Park recruited Mannix, he had risen to the 
rank of assistant chief. He officially took over the top post with the 
Cedar Park Police Department on Jan. 24. Now Mannix is back in a 
smaller community after two decades in a major metropolitan police 
force, this time to lead the department.

PEOPLE

Was it always your ambition to work 
your way up to chief?

No, my ambition was always just to be a 
good cop, and I knew at some point I’d be 
in the management structure. I was blessed 
and was able to move further through the 
ranks.

has the move been a difficult one?
I’ll tell you—the warm welcome of the 

entire workforce of the city and the com-
munity as a whole has just been tremen-
dous. In Austin, if you follow police stories 
there, you know there’s a divide to some 
extent with the activist community and 
folks having a real issue with policing. Here 
in Cedar Park, I’ve found it’s a community 
that’s closely knit and very supportive of 
their police department.  

What have you done so far since 
starting in Cedar Park?

I spent 20 years invested in the Austin 
Police Department as my law enforcement 
family, and now they’re my extended fam-
ily because my law enforcement family is 
now here in Cedar Park. So right now, I am 
getting to know everybody who works in 
the department. One of the things I initi-
ated was a survey of all employees in the 
department, sworn and not sworn, asking 
them some pretty simple things: What are 
three things you like most about the Cedar 
Park Police Department, what are three 
things you like least and what is one thing 
you would change? That helps give me an 
idea of where the employee base is and 
where maybe they think there are some 
opportunities to do some things or where 
we may be able to do some things better. 
Another thing I initiated and sent out to 
supervisors last week, I’m requiring a unit 
analysis from every unit in the department 
so I’m getting unfiltered information from 
the sergeants’ level directly to me saying 
what would assist them in getting the mis-
sion accomplished better. That will give me 
a better idea of resource issues. 

Is there anything you want to do 
differently as Cedar Park chief?

I don’t believe in shaking things up for 
the sake of just to shake them up, but I’m by 
no means a status quo guy, either. Policing 
has been steadily evolving in my 30 years, 
and the technological capabilities out there 
are beyond what we’re actually using. I’d 
like to take a data-driven approach to our 
community policing model and start trying 
to leverage technology more and start tying 
regional databases together because I know 
that our bad guys are Austin or Round 
Rock’s bad guys because they don’t recog-
nize city limit signs.

Will organizing an annual budget be 
something new for you?

No, that actually won’t be new to me 
because in Austin, at the assistant level, I had 
a great deal of responsibility for structuring 
and staying within the budgets I had. 

Where do you think Cedar Park stands  
in the way of public safety?

It’s too early to say there’s any one thing 
that’s Cedar Park–specific. I will say that I 
have noted property crime is an issue here 
as opposed to violent crime. And there are 
things that people in the community can 
do to assist us with that—things as simple 
as not leaving anything visible in your vehi-
cle when you’re away from it and locking it. 
Simple little things like that can help us in 
reducing the number of reportable thefts in 
the city and help us become the No. 1 safest 
city in Texas, because I’m not satisfied sit-
ting in the No. 2 spot right now.

So you’re gunning for that No. 1 spot?
Becoming No. 1 would be one of the 

goals. Whether you get there or not is one 
thing, but trying to get there is another 
thing. You may try and try and still not 
get to where you want to be—but the point 
is, you try, and you shoot for it. And that’s 
what we’re going to be shooting for, to 
become the No. 1 safest city in Texas.
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The first Cedar Park Police Department was locat-
ed in a 10-foot-by-20-foot, portable metal storage 
building on US 183. The department started with 
only a police chief and one patrolman.

David Hansmire, the city’s first police chief, is 
seen with the first Cedar Park Police Department 
vehicle, a 1972 green Ford sedan.

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Austin
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions
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Before After

Finally!
An affordable patented 

procedure is now available 
to treat toenail fungus.

SAFELY AND EFFECTIVELY

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
$295Starting at

WE ALSO TREAT 
BUNIONS

HAMMERTOES 
WARTS 
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Joe Harper
Executive director of the Small Business 
Development Center at Texas State University

As the head of the Small Business Development Center at Texas State University, Joe 
Harper works with entrepreneurs in Austin and 12 Central Texas counties. The Texas 
State SBDC—with offices in San Marcos, Austin and Round Rock—is part of a region 
of centers that serve 79 counties in the Southwest Texas border area, stretching all the 
way west to El Paso. 

Harper began his own entrepreneurial career as an 8-year-old, shining shoes at the 
local barber shop to supplement the allowance his parents gave him. 

“The entrepreneurial spirit was stirred in me then because I realized that it’s not about 
being your own boss,” Harper said. “It’s certainly not about making more money because 
I have yet to see how that comes out. But it is about controlling your own destiny. “

Harper discussed some of the challenges facing entrepreneurs today, the free services 
provided by the SBDC and the state of small-business development in Central Texas.

What services does the SBDC 
provide for entrepreneurs?

We provide the technical assistance to 
help launch a business and expand a busi-
ness. Small businesses, by federal govern-
ment standards, [are] 500 employees or less.  
In the tricounty area—meaning Hays, 
Travis and Williamson counties—there are 
72,000 small businesses. The market’s way 
too big for us to do it alone, so we began 
to form collaborations. We turned what 
was considered to be competition into 
collaboration and into partnerships so we 
can deliver the services necessary to help 
small businesses grow, and then provide the 
technical assistance. We do it through one-
on-one counseling, through training [and] 
through collaboration with other partners.

What incentives exist for women 
and minority entrepreneurs today? 

A lot has changed. [In the] early days, 
there were a lot of set-asides, particularly 
in government contracts. There’s always 
been some interest, at least at the corporate 
level, to make sure that they’re bringing 
the minority and women businesses along. 
We’re beginning to see less and less of that, 
but it is still there. 

The majority of small businesses today 
are women-owned businesses. If we were to 

look at our client pool, you would find that 
it’s probably about 60/40 women-owned 
businesses. [And] it is not necessarily 
lifestyle businesses … a large percentage 
are growth-oriented businesses, which is a 
good sign.

What are some of the things that 
cause a small business to fail?

There are different statistics, but it’s any-
where from 60 [percent]–80 percent of all 
small businesses that start [will] fail within 
the first five years. The reason for that fail-
ure is usually a lack of preparation from the 
beginning. What we do as an organization 
is we provide that assistance to help them 
look at their business, their business oppor-
tunity, their business model. We help them 
develop strategies that are going to allow 
them to execute and execute successfully. 
It’s not about getting the business started; 
it’s about getting it started and keeping it 
sustained over a period of time. 

how do you assist a business that 
does not need to grow?

It’s not always all about growth. There 
[are] retrenchment strategies. What hap-
pened as we’ve gone in to the recession 
since 2008, businesses have had to learn 
how to survive in a down economy. We 

work with businesses to determine, what’s a 
sensible retrenchment strategy? Retrench-
ment means you have to shrink a little bit 
because you can’t afford to stay where you 
are, but you have to stay in business. It’s 
about keeping them alive long enough till 
we can find that opportunity to grow.

Where is help needed most—Travis, 
Williamson or hays [county]?

That’s a politically loaded question 
because if you would ask any of the politi-
cal officials in any of those counties, they’d 
tell you it was their county. They all make 
that pitch to me, that I need to spend more 
resources in that county. Having said that, 
it seems that at the moment we’re get-
ting the most activity out of Williamson 
County. 

I’m not saying that a lot isn’t occurring 
in other places. Williamson County is not 
growing faster than Travis County or Hays 
County. There’s a lot of pressure for us to 
put more resources into Hays County and 
the I-35 corridor. A lot is occurring there, 
and we recognize that, so we have begun to 
apply some new resources into that market. 

We’re very fortunate in our market—in 
Texas—that we’re going to be experienc-
ing growth for some time to come. The 
economy in Central Texas looks good.  
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Texas State SBDC—austin office
314 e. highland Mall Blvd., ste. 304

the main phone number for all offices is  
512-610-0996, or toll-free 888-800-4800.  
http://sbdc.mccoy.txstate.edu

Texas State SBDC—Round Rock office
1555 university Blvd., ste. 265

Texas State SBDC—San Marcos office
1340 wonder world drive, ste. 108

Joe harper discusses some of the changes 
entrepreneurs have seen in the local business 
landscape in recent years.
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Inside the SBDC
•	the center has created partnerships that 

include the international trade Center, Pro-
curement technical assistance Center, sB-
dCnet research, the City of austin’s small 
Business development Program, sCore 
and BiG austin’s women’s Business Center.

•	according to the sBdC, in 2012, advisers at 
the center worked with more than 700 busi-
nesses, helping to launch 64 and expand  
43 of those. that work led to the creation of 
490 new jobs and the retention of 275 jobs, 
as well as the acquisition of more than  
$19 million in capital and more than  
$60 million in contracts for Central texas.

•	the sBdC offers dozens of free classes 
in english and spanish. topics range from 
advertising and building a website to emer-
gency preparedness, obtaining government 
contracts, intellectual property and more. 

•	sBdC Global helps entrepreneurs connect 
directly with businesses in Central and south 
america. foreign and u.s. sBdC programs 
provide counseling to help owners maintain 
that business relationship, said Joe harper, 
executive director of the sBdC at texas state.

By Annie Drabicky

Black Mexican Beach Pebbles $0.31/Pound

(512)994-5577 • 15212 RR 620 N, Round Rock, TX 78717 • www.roundrocklandscapesupplies.com
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GUIDE
Local 
Gardeners

Golden columbine

Turk's cap

White snakeroot

Wild blue phlox (sweet William)

Yaupon holly

Fall aster

Gaura

Montbretia

Oxalis

Spring star fl ower

Source: Lady Bird 
Johnson Wild� ower 
Center, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension
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Sweet alyssum
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Impatiens

Star clusters
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Blackfoot daisy

Coreopsis

Hummingbird bush

Prairie verbena

Yarrow

Color of 
flower

Foliage

Berries

Summer

Fall

Winter

Spring

PARTIAL FULLSHADE SHADE
FULL SUN

d

UULLL SSUNN

Annuals
live only one 

growing season

Perennials 

live two or more 

years

Th
e b

est flowers to grow locally

6–12 
inches

12–24 
inches

More than 
24 inches

Bl
oo

m
in

g/
pl

an
ti

ng
 s

ea
so

ns
Pl

an
t h

ei
gh

t 

community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com28  FEaTUREs

T          exas’ terrain, low rainfall totals and harsh 
summers can make gardening difficult, but 
the right planting and watering techniques 

can help plants start to grow. when planting, 
round rock Gardens manager J.r. thomas 
recommends digging a hole roughly 6–8 inches 
larger than the pot the plant came in, keeping the 
top of the plant’s root ball flush with the ground. 

Mixing about 70 percent of the plant’s original soil 
with 30 percent of a good garden soil and adding 
root stimulator will also help plants kick-start 
the growth process. after planting, new plants 
need more watering than ones that have already 
been established. a good rule of thumb is to use 
more water for larger plants and flowering plants, 
thomas said.  

Compiled by Korri Kezar and Emilie Boenig

How to build a

Garden
Butterfly

include both young and older 
trees in your garden. Make 
sure to leave some low-lying 
branches and dead and hollow 
stumps to attract insects.

allow thick brush to grow under 
some trees. this is where 
butterflies take shelter on cold 
or rainy days and where larvae 
go to mature.

do not use insecticides, 
herbicides or 
fungicides. 
eliminate fire 
ants, as they 
feed on larvae, 
but use boiling 
water or growth 
hormone for 
plants to do so.

when planting, 
place low-lying plants at a 
lawn’s edge and tall plants 
around fences. add a variety  
of flowers, shrubs and herbs.

Create a butterfly feeding 
ground on a patch of damp 
sand by placing a small amount 
of manure, fermenting fruit or 
ripe fish.

source: university of texas at austin natural science Center
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Cashway Building Materials
100 e. south st., Leander
512-259-3843
www.acehardware.com
Mon.–fri. 7 a.m.–5 p.m., sat. 8 a.m.–3 p.m.

D&B Tree Company inc.
15000 n. rM 620, austin
512-248-5555
www.dandbtreecompany.com
Mon.–sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Farmers nursery
1305 Leander drive, Leander
512-259-4111
www.farmersnursery.com
Mon.–sat. 8 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

Hill Country Feed and Supply
909 s. us 183, Leander
512-259-1658
Mon.–fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m., 
sun. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

Hill Country natives
308 Mesa oaks, Leander
512-914-7519
www.hillcountrynatives.net
appointments preferred

Hill Country Water Gardens & nursery
1407 n. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park
512-260-5050
www.hillcountrywatergardens.com
Mon.–sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m., sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.
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12881 Pond Springs Rd • 335-8093

Easy Herbs
Big Beefy Plants! Great for cooking, fragrance, 

ornamental and medicinal purposes.

$1.99 4-Inch pot 
reg. $2.99, 5 for $9.00

One coupon per person. Limit 10 plants per person. 
Expires 3/21/13 or while supplies last.

Your Zip: ________________

Delicious Veggies
GROW YOUR OWN!

Select from many popular varieties 
selected for the Austin area

$1.69 4-Inch pot 
reg. $2.49, 10 for $16

One coupon per person. Limit 10 plants per person. 
Expires 3/21/13 or while supplies last.

Your Zip: ________________

Fruit Trees

Your Zip: ________________

Grow your own succulent juicy fruit! Red Barn’s Texas grown 
fruit tree varieties are specially chosen to perform well in the 
Austin area. Select from over 40 varieties of container grown 
apples, peaches, � gs, apricots, nectarines, pears and plums.

$24.98 5-gal pot
Reg. Price $32.98, 2 for $46

One coupon per person. Limit 2 trees per coupon.
Expires 3/21/13 or while supplies last.

Spicewood Springs Rd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

McNeil Dr.

Pond 

Springs Rd.

183
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GUIDE
Local 
Gardeners
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www.sullivansirrigation.com
512.989.3555

Your Sprinkler System and Landscaping Specialist

• Sprinkler System Installations
• Landscape Design & Installation
• Sod Removal & Installation
• Retaining Walls/Patios/Raised Gardens/Fire Pits
• Repairs on Existing Systems LI8719
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1. Amplify Free Checking has no monthly Service Fee with estatements. 2. Offer not available to existing Amplify checking account members. To receive the $150 bonus offer: 1) Open a 
new Amplify Free Checking account, which is subject to approval, 2) Deposit $25 or more into the membership share account within 30 days of account 
opening, AND 3) direct deposit is authorized before 4/13/13. The opening deposit(s) cannot be money held by Amplify Credit Union. Bonus will be 
deposited upon satisfaction of the above conditions. Limit of one checking account-related bonus per calendar year, per household. If your checking 
account is closed within 90 days from opening, the bonus proceeds will be deducted at closing. $25 share membership required to open an account. Offer 
expires April 13, 2013. Speak with an Amplify representative for details. 3. No ATM fees when you have direct deposit totaling $500 or more every 30 days.

SIGN UP! 

 Free ATMs nationwide3

 Free Mobile App  
with Mobile Check Deposit

 No moNthly Fees  
when you sign up for e-statements

 Free Online Banking  
with customizable e-alerts

 oNlINe: goamplify.com/150NoW

 PhoNe: 512-874-7103

 BrANCh: 202 Walton Way Ste 200 
  Cedar Park, 78613

2013Q1_150_CIhalf_CP.indd   1 2/7/13   2:51 PM
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Housing starts on the rise throughout city
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GEORGETOWN  Housing starts in 
Georgetown grew by nearly 30 percent 
in 2012 compared with 2011, according 
to city building permit data. That trend is 
expected to continue throughout 2013 as 
new developments and older subdivisions 
continue to build new homes, Georgetown 
Housing Coordinator Jennifer Bills said. 

“There have been a lot of discussions 
about ongoing development,” Bills said. “I 
would imagine [2013 will be better than 
2012] because of the way the economy is 
going.”

The 2013 Housing Forecast from 
Metrostudy in January also showed the 
Austin-area market is continuing to 
recover from the recession, and home 
sales have been increasing as mortgage 
rates remain low.

Metrostudy provides data on the hous-
ing market for 40 markets in the United 
States.

In 2012, Austin-area housing starts 
were up 30 percent from 2011, with 
data showing 7,981 new single-family 
home starts for the region, according to 
Metrostudy. Housing starts measure the 
number of new residential construction 
projects that have begun during a given 
period of time.

“We’re seeing a definite shift [in the 
market],” said Vaike O’Grady, marketing 
director for Newland Communities in 
Teravista, a master-planned community 
in Round Rock. “The amount of inven-
tory that’s on the ground and available 
for people to purchase is at a low that we 
haven’t seen in years.”

As new developments in Georgetown’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, 
including Water Oak at San Gabriel, begin 
construction and existing communities 
break ground on new phases, city leaders 
expect more to follow suit. 

“Based on the interest of potential 
developers, there is every reason to expect 
housing in Georgetown and our ETJ to 
increase,” Georgetown Mayor George 
Garver said. 

Other neighborhoods in Georgetown, 
including  La Conterra, could also be 
expanded, and construction on model 
homes from KB Home in Creekside at 
Georgetown Village, the community’s 
new neighborhood, is expected to begin 
in mid-March.

“We believe that with continued low 
interest rates, rising rental costs, strong 
Austin-area job growth and the expecta-
tion that home prices will continue to 
increase, buyers are feeling the urgency to 
buy now,” said Cathy Teague, a KB Home 
spokeswoman, adding that the company 
has seen an increase in interest in the 
neighborhoods where they are building, 
which include La Conterra and George-
town Village.

O’Grady said the demand for new 
housing is part of the reason develop-
ers have begun breaking ground on new 
homes.

“The demand is there,” she said. “People 
are moving to Austin, and they want new 
homes.”

Garver said Georgetown’s population 
was growing by about 2,000 people per 
year.

“Some data shows that Williamson 
County is the fastest-growing county in 
the nation,” he said. “Based on current 
trends, [Georgetown’s] population could 
increase by larger numbers.”

According to the state demographer, 
Williamson County is expected to reach 
an estimated population of 1.4 million by 
2040.
Full story by Beth Wade

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions

Are gondolas the aerial solution to mass transit? 

TOP STORIES

Round Rock City Council is examining the feasibility of  
using gondolas as a method of mass transit within the city.
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ROUND ROCk  The leaders of Round 
Rock are looking in a new direction—
literally—for options in developing a 
mass-transit system to cope with the 
city’s expected continued growth.

Rather than regurgitating traditional 
transit options such as trains or buses, 
the city’s public officials are taking 
an active interest in a revolutionary 
“aerial-based mass-transit system” that 
would lift users from the ground in ski 
lift–style gondolas and drop them off at 
destinations throughout town.

The system is referred to as The Wire 
and is the brainchild of a team of plan-
ners from Frog Design, an international 
innovation firm with offices in 14 loca-
tions worldwide, including Austin.

“Once we got into some of the design 
research of it and really started inves-
tigating the technology, it quickly went 
from an office joke to, ‘this is really 
plausible and really viable,’” said Michael 
McDaniel, principal designer at Frog 
Design’s Austin studio.

Although unconventional, the idea of 
a gondola-based mass-transit system has 
caught the attention of Round Rock’s 
city leaders. Round Rock Mayor Alan 
McGraw recently took the time to visit 
Frog’s Austin office for a demonstration 
of the project.

McGraw said he walked away from 
the meeting impressed by the idea and 
intrigued with its possibilities.

“[The Wire] is a really fascinating 
concept when you are looking at mass 
transit,” McGraw said. “This is not just a 
Round Rock issue, this is a regional issue 
as [city planners] are looking at mass-
transit alternatives.

“The question is, why is this one not 
being considered as an alternative?”

Anyone who has spent time at ski 
resorts will likely be familiar with The 
Wire concept. The system has been in 

use in for decades at ski mountains 
throughout the world.

Unlike traditional ski lifts, 
which are essentially exposed 
benches attached to a moving 
cable, gondolas are enclosed 
structures with seating for an 
average of six to eight people. 
When gondolas enter a lift 

station, they detach from an 
overhead cable and slow down 

to a walking speed for loading 
and unloading of passengers. 
Once airborne again, gondolas 
travel at approximately 15 miles 
per hour—a speed on par with 
buses or urban rail when traffic 
and stops are factored, McDaniel 
said.

The system is proven, reliable and safe, 
but for reasons unknown, it has received 
little consideration as a mass transit 
alternative in urban areas, McDaniel 
said.

Movability Austin is a nonprofit trans-
portation association that works with 
businesses and employees to find options 
in transportation solutions. Executive 
Director Glen Gadbois said a gondola-
type system could work as a transporta-
tion alternative given the right situation.

“There are numerous factors that 
ought to be thought about in terms of 
this technology,” Gadbois said. “What 
are you trying to achieve by it? If it is just 
a matter of getting people from Point A 
to Point B, then that is probably one of 
the stronger arguments for this design 
because it disrupts very little in terms of 
the existing transportation uses.”

Point-to-point travel remains the 
extent to which urban areas have been 
willing to utilize gondola systems. Cities 
such as Portland, Ore.; Telluride, Colo.; 
and most recently London, England, 
have installed gondolas for transport-
ing pedestrians between two locations. 
The difference between those concepts 
and Frog’s is the latter’s desire to utilize 
gondolas as a citywide, or even regional, 
transportation circulator with multiple 
hubs and spokes.
Full story by JP Eichmiller
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Limited Seating. Sign up Today! 
(512) 324-4818 

SetonSurgicalGroup.com

Lose weight and keep it off. Weight 
loss surgery offers a comprehensive 
solution that incorporates lifestyle 
changes with a surgical procedure 
to improve your overall health and 
help you live a longer, happier life. 
Join us for a free seminar to find out 
if weight loss surgery is right for you.

FREE Seminar:  
Weight Loss Surgery 

Jinnie A. Bruce, MD, FACS
Patrick C. Dillawn, MD, FACS
Mario A. Longoria, MD, FACS

Take the first 
step toward 

better health.

Seminar will be held:

February 27, 12 p.m. 
Learning Room 3

March 27, 6 p.m. 
Learning Room 1

Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway

Round Rock, Texas 78665

»
»
»
»

»
»
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812 s. austin ave.
512-869-3473
www.wildfiretexas.com
Mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., fri.–sat.  
11 a.m.–10 p.m., sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
the saloon is open until midnight fri.–sat.

GEORGETOWN Wildfire owner Bill 
Cox has always had a passion for food, 
but in late 2012, he was able to combine 
that love with another favorite.

Cox partnered with The Palace Theater 
to create a dinner theater that helped 
raise money for the theater’s programs 
for handicapped children. 

“We’ve always had a very good rela-
tionship with [The Palace Theater],” Cox 
said. “I’ve had a passion for theater, and 
I’ve always admired actors because I don’t 
have that talent. I could just never do it.”

The plan to create a dinner theater had 
been in the works for about five years, 
he said, but finally came to fruition in 
December when the former location of 
Curious Glass became available.

The theater hosted 12 shows during the 
Christmas season as well as a New Year’s 
Eve show. 

“For community theater, it doesn’t get 
any better than The Palace,” Cox said, 
adding that the two groups plan to con-
tinue with future dinner theater shows.

Each performance was accompanied 
by a three-course dinner provided by 
Wildfire. Dinner theatergoers were 
provided with options that included the 
restaurant’s specialties, such as the New 
York strip steak, which Cox said is a 
regular customer favorite. 

Wildfire is named for the chef ’s pre-
ferred method of cooking over oak logs, 
which allows the smoke from the wood 
to flavor the dishes. 

“Wildfire is Wildfire because we cook 
most of our dishes over a wildfire, or the 
grill, and if it’s not cooked over oak logs, 
then [the food’s flavor] has something 
to do with the smoke from the fire,” Cox 
said.

The menu also features Cox’s favorite 
flavors influenced by Texas history. Cox 
said he draws inspiration from various 
cultures throughout the state. 

“A lot of people ask me what I would rec-
ommend, and I say, ‘Listen, if I didn’t like it, 
it wouldn’t be on the menu,’” he said.

Cox said the menu is updated 

Wildfire

annually, but some entrees will never 
be changed, including the chicken and 
dumplings, which has become popular 
among diners.

His time at the restaurant is spent just 
as much in the front of the house as it is 
managing the business, he said. 

Diners can often find Cox greeting 
guests as they walk into the restaurant or 
asking for feedback as they leave.

The restaurant is also home to the Salon 
Series, a monthly gathering hosted by The 
Williamson Museum with discussions 
on topics including science, history, art, 
archaeology and technology. The meetings 
are held in the restaurant’s banquet room 
and are open to the public. 
Full story by Beth Wade

Now Open
NORThWEST AUSTIN Mother/
daughter duo kathy and elyse 
Barmettler opened art amoré on 
dec. 1 with the goal of filling a niche in 
the declining art education field. the 
art studio, located 5507 Jester Blvd., 
ste. 504-B, austin, offers classes and 
workshops for anyone age 3 and older. 
512-983-7022.  
www.artamoreaustin.com 

GEORGETOWN nancy’s Sky 
Garden opened feb. 7 in the former koi 
asian Bistro location in tamiro Plaza, 
501 s. austin ave., Georgetown. the 
restaurant offers a menu of healthy 
asian dishes. 512-554-2060

ROUND ROCk owner Carol drolette 
opened Threads urban Collective 
Boutique on Jan.  7 at 1001 sam Bass 
road, ste. 600, round rock. the 
boutique consignment store features 
clothing, furnishings and an artist shop 

featuring local vendors. the store 
specializes in vintage and current 
women’s clothing, accessories, shoes 
and jewelry. 512-248-9000

Coming Soon
ROUND ROCk the opening of a new 
La-Z-Boy Furniture Galleries store at 
100 teravista Parkway is set for June. 
the new store will be 15,500 square 
feet in size and will sell La-Z-Boy sofas, 
chairs and end tables. the La-Z-Boy 

gallery at Lakeline Mall near Cedar Park 
will close when the round rock location 
opens. www.la-z-boy.com
 
lAkE TRAVIS River Place oB/GYn, 
which opened in Cedar Park on Jan. 4, is 
slated to also open a location in august 
at 6611 river Place Blvd., austin. dr. 
John thoppil will split his time between 
the two locations. 512-473-8300.  
www.riverplacegynecologists.com
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Texas Outdoor Lighting
BEE CAVE  When Joel Mayor got out of the 
Navy, he began working for a landscaping 
and lawn care company in Virginia that also 
dabbled in architectural lighting. Soon after, 
Mayor, then age 25, moved back home to 
the Austin area where he and his wife, Beth, 
decided to give small-business ownership 
and the architectural lighting industry a try. 

Mayor, owner of Texas Outdoor Lighting, 
began his business by working out of a four-
door Saturn, he said.

“We had little knowledge about run-
ning a business, and we had a little baby 
to feed. We knew we had to make things 
happen. We did jobs all over Texas,” Mayor 
said. “Some in Dallas, in Houston, in West 
Texas—anywhere there was work. We really 
pushed in the Westlake and Lakeway areas. 
We’d stay up all night writing mailers to 
addresses of potential customers.”

The company, which has offices in Bee 
Cave and Kyle, services homes and busi-
nesses throughout the Austin area.

“It was a delight to have him work for us,” 
repeat customer Rene Garza said. “Mayor 
was very attentive. He made sure everything 
was done just right. I remember we had a 
problem with one of our lights. He actually 
showed up with his baby in his arms, and 
he was walking around in the backyard to 
figure out what was wrong. The customer 
definitely comes first.”

Since opening, Texas Outdoor Lighting 
has made a name for itself in residential and 
commercial light-emitting diode, or LED, 
outdoor and architectural lighting. Mayor 
says Texas Outdoor Lighting is an expert in 
installing LED lighting. 

A conservative installation might cost a 
homeowner about $2,500, but Mayor says 
the sky is the limit when it comes to land-
scape lighting. 

“It depends on how expensive a light-
ing system you want,” he said. “We can 
put everything on remote control. You can 
control it with your iPad or iPhone. The 
lights can change colors. We pay attention 
to what our clients want, and our service is 
the best out there.”
Full story by Charlotte Moore

Bee Cave location
3267 Bee Caves road, ste. 107, 
austin

Kyle location
5500 fM 2770, ste. 103, kyle

512-504-3030
www.texasoutdoorlighting.com

Bee Caves rd.

westbank dr.
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Abridged stories from our other editions

Texas Outdoor Lighting owner Joel Mayor (top, 
left) has been in business more than six years. The 
company uses LEDs to save energy and money.
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By Joe Lanane
Barely half of Volente’s residents 

approved incorporation in February 2003, 
but many residents have come around to 
the idea of being a village 10 years later.

“I was opposed to incorporation,” said 
Roger Shull, president of the Volente-
based Anderson Mill Garden Club. “Now, 
I’m happy that we incorporated because 
it’s helped control growth in the village, 
which is good from my standpoint.”

Volente voters favored incorporation 
170–146 on Feb. 1, 2003, and the process 
was finalized Feb. 18. The village held 
its first election May 3, 2003, when Jan 
Yenawine was named Volente’s first mayor. 
The village has experienced modest growth 
in the decade since, steadily climbing from 
approximately 400 to 520 residents as of the 
2010 census, providing a steady stream of 
revenue for the mostly residential village.

Growth may have been tempered by 
stricter-than-usual ordinances, including 
a 20 percent maximum impervious cover 
requirement. Austin restricts impervi-
ous cover to 40 percent to 55 percent on 
residential zoning.

“Ordinances are always a work in prog-
ress, especially in a small city,” current 
Volente Mayor Justine Blackmore-Hlista 
said. “We’re 100 percent willing to work 
with people who will work with us.”

Blackmore-Hlista said the same is true 
of prospective new businesses interested 
in establishing themselves in Volente. 
Environmental and financial restrictions 
prevented the village in 2012 from re-estab-
lishing VJs Grocery and Cafe, a centrally 
located market that closed five years ago.

“Back when we first moved here in 
1995, it really was the center,” Shull said. 
“Everyone went there.”

The mayor said she is still hopeful 
someone can re-establish the VJs site or 
create a community center to host village-
wide events.

“We want to be business-friendly,” 
Blackmore-Hlista said. “The businesses 
also need to be community-friendly 
because every business is basically sur-
rounded by residential neighborhoods.”

One existing business, Volente Boat 
Club, last summer bought out its franchise 
to make Volente the Nautical Toys Inter-
national’s national headquarters. Owner 
Tom Gardiner said his is one among many 
business success stories in Volente despite 
a looming drought depleting neighboring 
Lake Travis.

“It certainly hasn’t helped, but our 
business has either stayed the same or 
increased almost every year,” Gardiner 
said. “Our members know there’s plenty 
of water out there.”

HISTORy

Volente residents celebrate the village’s incorporation at VJ’s Grocery and Cafe, which closed five years ago.
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Volente remembers incorporation

2004–05 2007–08 2010–112005–06 2008–09 2011–122006–07 2009–10 2012–13

year

Property tax collections

Source: Village of Volente

Ad valorem tax rate
0.12 0.121 0.1256 0.123 0.1286 0.1286 0.1286 0.1286 0.1215

(% per $100 valuation)

Volente’s property tax base has leveled off in 
recent years but continued to increase since 
incorporation until this fiscal year, which is 
estimated to come in slightly lower—due 
primarily to a lower ad valorem tax rate.

*Amounts budgeted, not actual $$ received

+6.4%

+8.9%

+0.9%

+19.8%

+9.7%

+3.3%
-2.7%

$121,117*

$149,521*

$159,156

$192,692*
$198,078

$174,658

$190,143
$196,403

+3.0%

$124,800*

STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate
Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the 
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended 
Environmentally Friendly Products

Before

After

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated

Insured & Bonded

S

Before

After
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Cedar Park
Continued from | 1

incorporation began at the most 
common and accessible place for 
Cedar Park’s 700 residents—the vol-
unteer fire department, said Sharon 
Wolfe, Cedar Park Heritage Society 
treasurer.

“There were mostly houses and 
people out here, but because there 
was not any city, one of the only 
places they could meet was the vol-
unteer fire department. That’s how 
the discussion became, ‘What are we 
going to do?’” she said. “They didn’t 
have cell phones and there was no 
email, so they had a calling tree, and 
that’s how they would get people 
together to have meetings.”

For years following incorporation, 
Cedar Park remained a rural town, 
said Duane Smith, the city’s com-
munity and tourism development 
manager.

“Mostly it was people driving 
through on [US] 183 on their way 
somewhere else, typically Lampa-
sas or Burnet. Basically, it was just 
a wide-open spot with a road,” he 
said. “There were no traffic lights 
in Cedar Park, and if you headed to 
Austin, you didn’t hit the first traffic 
signal until you got to Burnet Road, 
and most of that distance on US 183 
was a two-lane road,” he said.

There were a few stores and a post 
office established as early as the mid-
19th century, but industry picked 
up, and the population grew in the 
late 1980s and early ’90s, Smith said. 
Having reached a population of at 
least 5,000, voters approved a home 
rule charter in 1987, the same year 
road crews finished the extension of 
FM 1431 from US 183 to I-35.

By 1993, the population reached 
10,000, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. That year the city celebrated 
its 20th anniversary with the first 
Fourth of July celebration in Eliza-
beth Milburn Park.

“It was the first fireworks display 

in Cedar Park, and it was also the first 
time we had the free watermelon,” 
Smith said. “Although it wasn’t the 
same month we incorporated, the 
celebration coincided with a popular 
holiday when more people were used 
to going somewhere else, but they 
stayed in Cedar Park instead.”

Cedar Park’s population doubled 
in the next five years, and by 1998 
City Council adopted Cedar Park’s 
first comprehensive plan, which 
identifies the overall goals for land 
use, development and roads along 
with opportunities and actions to 
achieve those goals.

“Cedar Park had been a home-rule 
city from 1987–98 before growth 
started occurring where having a 
comprehensive plan was best for the 
future for the city,” Smith said. “The 
comprehensive plan tries to answer 
the question, ‘What do you want to 
be in the future?’ That was the first 
time the city had taken that approach, 
and it probably came at a very good 
time, since the city was in that tran-
sition area of becoming a population 
center instead of just populated.”

The comprehensive plan was 
updated in 2006, and a consulting 
firm was hired in September to revise 
the plan entirely. Several community 
members will provide input to the 
growth blueprint, which will help 
shape the next 40 years in Cedar Park.

“The intriguing thing is for people 
to stop and realize that Cedar Park 
has not always been what you see 
today,” Smith said. “It has been a 
process of growth, community spirit 
and people working together to get 
to this point.” 

In addition to the commemorative 
calendar, city staff interviewed com-
munity members on-camera about 
their memories of Cedar Park. The 
video is planned to be shown at the 
Feb. 28 council meeting and posted 
on the city website.

During the past 40 years, 
Cedar Park’s population has 
grown from 700 to more than 
50,000. This sign shows the 
population prior to 1980. 

The opening of FM 1431 in 
1987 helped improve access to 
the city between US 183 and 
Interstate 35. Residents marked 
the occasion with a parade. 

The first two city halls were 
located along US 183, next to 
a feed store from 1973–90 
and in a bank building from 
1990–2012. 

Cedar Park 
        Pa s T  a N d  P R e s e N T

1987Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

Cedar Park history

buying A new nATuRAL gAs wATeR heATeR?
MOney’s wAiTing FOR yOu.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits  
can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

When you purchase a tankless or super high-efficiency natural gas water heater, you could receive  

a $600 rebate* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. 

For information and a complete list of rebates and restrictions, visit www.TexasGasService.com/Rebates, 

email Conservation@TexasGasService.com or call us at (512) 370-8243.

At the time of incorporation, US 
183, now called Bell Boulevard, 
had little development compared to 
modern-day standards. 

1973

1990

1973

1973
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Civil service establishes a small 
commission of citizens who hear 
all wrongful discipline and termi-
nation claims. The city must also 
hire a civil service commissioner 
to oversee the commission and 
association. 

 Debated costs
City Manager Kent Cagle said 

administrative costs including 
the commissioner, the commis-
sion’s budget, attorney and legal 
fees would total $91,000 annually, 
a small part of the estimated cost 
of implementing civil service in 
Leander, if approved by voters. 

“[Fire Chief Bill Gardner and 
I] took our estimates from expe-
rience. We looked at other cities 
with civil service, the budgets and 
the money that they spend,” Cagle 
said. “I think we have a middle-of-
the-road projection.”

The association refutes Cagle’s 
estimate. Phillips said the fees 
would be closer to $1,000 per year. 

The association hired a private 
auditor who calculated a 2 per-
cent growth in tax values would 
generate a $215,856 increase in 
tax income, enough to sustain the 
association’s added cost estimates. 

“As the city grows and more peo-
ple move into the city, we believe the 
cost can be absorbed by that growth 
so that there wouldn’t be any cost 
impact, tax increase or anything of 
that nature,” he said. “Of all the sur-
rounding cities, none of them have 
had a tax increase after electing civil  
service.”

Compared with the city’s cur-
rent personnnel policies, which 
handle all city employees the 
same, civil service provides fire-
fighters additional vacation, sick 
and workers’ compensation ben-
efits, a protection Phillips said 
firefighters need. Cagle estimates 

Firefighters
Continued from | 1

policy changes under civil service 
will cost the city an additional 
$308,006 annually. The associa-
tion argues it will cost $170,172.

However, both parties 
agree there are expenses 
associated with implement-
ing civil service. 

“It doesn’t mean there’s 
going to be an exact com-
mensurate tax increase, but 
we have to increase revenue some 
way or cut costs somewhere else,” 
Cagle said. “For them to say, ‘Well, 
we know there’s growth, and all 
of that revenue should go to the 
fire department,’ to me, that’s very 
unreasonable. We have needs all 
across the city.”

Mayor Chris Fielder said he 
supports the fire department but 
the added cost is unplanned.

“This is not about supporting the 
fire department. This is a financial 
decision,” he said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter if it’s $1 or $1 million, if there’s a 
possibility we’ll have to raise taxes 
to offset it, I can’t support it.”  

Volunteers 
Civil service does not include 

provisions for volunteers, and in 
a letter to the association, attor-
ney B. Craig Deats said the courts 
have consistently held that using 
non–civil service firefighters to 
perform the same work as employ-
ees violates the state’s Civil Service 
Act. However, once the popula-
tion reaches 50,000, Leander City 
Council can approve a meet-and-
confer status that allows the associ-
ation to negotiate with volunteers. 

On Jan. 17, City Council 
unanimously approved an agree-
ment with the Leander Volun-
teer Fire Department that rein-
forces the organization’s stance 
within the city. If voters approve 
civil service, Cagle said the vol-
unteers will continue working 
alongside the paid staff without 
any changes, although the city 
risks being sued. He estimates 

replacing the volunteers would cost  
$609,957 annually. 

“We are trying to make the best 
defense we can to keep them in 
case civil service passes,” Cagle 
said. “If none of the firefighters 
object, we are going to keep going 
until someone comes in and sues 
us, and then we’ll fight it.”

Association members insist they 
want to continue working along-
side volunteers, especially because 
many members also started their 
careers as unpaid helpers. Because 
the volunteers are supplementary, 

Shapiro said the city would not 
need to hire new firefighters. 

“Whether the volunteers are 
here or not here, we still have 
seven or eight people on shift 
every day,” he said. “By city code, 
we have a minimum staffing of 
career firefighters, and if volun-
teers are here or not, we still have 
to have that truck staffed.” 

Joe Singer, representative for 
the Texas State Association of Fire 
Fighters, said some civil service 
departments have been able to 
work with staff and volunteers. 

“There’s no contract. They are 
just letting them work,” he said. 

More than 90 Texas cities have 
adopted civil service rules for their 
fire departments including Cedar 
Park, Georgetown, Round Rock 
and Austin. 

Phillips said if civil service does 
not pass, the association will try to 
get the measure on the  November 
ballot. 

addedcost
estimates

under civil service

the Leander city manager and Leander 
Professional firefighters association dispute 
the cost of implementing and sustaining civil 
service rules, which increase vacation and 
sick leave allowances for firefighters.

city manager
estimate

FireFighters 
association

estimate

Volunteers

$91,000

$609,957

$229,418

$1,000

$0

$90,022
*One shift totals 24 hours. 

Leander firefighters 
work 24-hour shifts 
with 48 hours off.

Source: Kent Cagle and Kirke Phillips

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

AnnuAl AllowAnce

$78,588 $80,150

current: 6–10.5 shifts based 
on years of service

Proposed: 15 shifts

AnnuAl AllowAnce

VAcAtion

sick leAVe

$1,008,963 $170,172TOTAL TOTAL

AdministrAtion

It’s a 

new year!

Great for...

Time to PROMOTE  YOUR BUSINESS!!
Did you know that 1/2 the recipients of promotional products 
hang on to those products for 1 to more than 4 years?

BUY LOCAL

Where do 
you want 
YOUR LOGO 
to go?

• Business startup promotions

• Trade show giveaways

• New product launch

• Company functions

• Fund raisers

• Clubs, Restaurants, Bars, 
Realtors, Schools, Family 
Celebrations, Reunions, etc... Call to order!

512-736-5639

contact@ajpromo.com
www.ajpromo.com

current: 6 shifts, 40 shifts  
maximum accrual

Proposed: 15 shifts, unlimited accrual



Cedar Park | Leander Edition • February 2013 37

TEXAS

Closing 
the Gap
Before Leander city leaders
compiled 2012 per capita sales 
tax information on its closest 
competitors, they did not 
realize how low the city’s 
collections are compared 
with the rest of williamson 
County. the retail Coach 
is one of several short-
term solutions the city 
has to catch up with its 
nearby counterparts. 
although Leander is 
unlikely to top round rock 
any time soon, City Manager 
kent Cagle said he is optimistic  
the city can 
compete more 

favorably with its 
neighbors.
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Retail
Continued from | 1

hire a new full-time economic development 
director by the end of 2013, City Manager 
Kent Cagle said. In the meantime, the city is 
cobbling together several strategies in hopes 
of immediately boosting Leander’s retail 
presence.

The Retail Coach 
First and foremost, the city is counting on 

The Retail Coach, an Austin-based consul-
tant, to help keep Leander from losing any 
more shoppers to nearby cities.

“We know we have tremendous leakage,” 
Cagle said. “That’s the best way to put it. 
Some of it we’re not ever going to stop, but 
we’ll try to keep it from getting worse.”

Cagle initiated a deal with The Retail 
Coach following the Jan. 12 Leander City 
Council retreat. The $40,000 agreement did 
not require City Council approval because it 
falls below the $50,000 maximum threshold 
for city expenditures. That allowed Aaron 
Farmer, The Retail Coach vice president, to 
immediately begin analyzing Leander.

“We work with a lot of communities that 
don’t have a big enough staff to take on full-
time economic development, but we’re not 
looking to come in and replace any E.D. 
director,” Farmer said. “We’re looking to be 
a partner with the city and make sure we’re 
that extra marketing arm.”

Farmer will lead a six-phase approach that 
includes tracking shopper trends, origins and 
regional competition. Once he has identified 
the city’s likeliest potential retailers, Farmer and 
The Retail Coach will work during the next 12 

months with Leander to 
help attract those new businesses.

Even one major retail development will 
make the initiative a success, Cagle said.

“I don’t think anybody in the industry 
makes any guarantees, but we have a better 
chance when we’re armed with all the right 
information and with people who are expe-
rienced in that specific area,” he said.

Farmer has already started a license plate 
analysis, which reviews from where shop-
pers outside of Leander are coming. George-
town utilized The Retail Coach for a similar 
study last year.

Mark Thomas, Georgetown’s economic 
development director, said the information 
gained has been helpful in affirming the city’s 
strategy to become a wine-lover’s destination.

“It was a question we kept asking our-
selves: Where would we make those invest-
ments, and who would we market toward?” 
Thomas said. “Without concrete informa-
tion, it was a matter of opinion.”

The Retail Coach will scout out vari-
ous locations throughout Leander during 
at least three visits to accurately assess the 
city’s retail reach. That information will then 
be compiled with the rest of the consultant’s 
findings and marketed to potential retailers.

“When the first results came in, I thought, 
‘Holy smokes. That’s completely different than 
what I thought,’” Thomas said. “It was the 
same result every time, so I felt very confident 
in the data. It’s basically irrefutable evidence.”

But convincing data is no longer enough 
to convince retailers to relocate, Farmer said.

“We take it a step further and spend time 
in a community and actually understand all 
the dynamics a computer wouldn’t,” he said. 
“Most of the time that’s what it takes to sell a 
community to a retailer.”

economic Development Committee
Since September, Leander Mayor Chris 

Fielder has chaired the Economic Develop-
ment Committee to get residential feedback 
on ongoing initiatives. So far, he said, the 
response has been encouraging.

In particular, Fielder said the city already 
anticipates more retail at The Gateway of 
Leander shopping center between Lowe’s 
and Kohl’s in 2013. There is also expected 
to be more retail offerings at the H-E-B Plus 
shopping center, and an automotive-type 
business is coming to Leander this year as 
well, he said.

The committee has also discussed brand-
ing strategies for the city’s transit-oriented 
development district near the Capital Metro 
Park & Ride station. The largely vacant land 
has long been considered the development 
centerpiece for Leander, a point not lost on 
Fielder.

“We know what to do, and we’re try-
ing to do it. Now we just need to let it all 
develop out,” Fielder said. “If we had one 
major developer come in and buy 100 acres 
and develop it, it’d blow up like 1890 Ranch 
[shopping center in Cedar Park].”

Zeno serves as a staff resource for the 
committee, which identifies many of the 
wants and needs of Leander residents. Once 
the new economic development director is 
hired, he will also work with that person 
to help acclimate him or her with the city’s 
many ongoing retail initiatives.

But most of those initiatives will be on 
hold, Zeno said, until Leander attracts more 
primary employers.

“In the next 10 years, Leander is going 
to be the place,” he said. “The next wave is 
already here, and we need to be ready for it.”

For more information visit impactnews.com

Source: City of Leander

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family

average sales tax 
collected per person
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Design Studio

Parmer

Cedar Park

STEINER RANCH 
CRYSTAL FALLS 
SWEETWATER 

REUNION RANCH 
LADERA

For more information, 
visit us online at www.
taylormorrison.com/austin 
or contact Heather Fox at 
HFox@taylormorrision.com 
or (512)845-8350.

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All incentives, pricing, availability, and plans subject to change or delay without notice. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales 
Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrision.com for additional disclaimers. December 31, 2013, Taylor Morrison of Texas Inc. All rights reserved.
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Featured Neighborhood
Ranch at Brushy Creek, Cedar Park

Build-out year: Not built out

Home builders: Buffington, David Weekley, Drees 
Custom, Grand Haven, Highland, Mercedes, Meritage, 
Morrison, Newmark, Scott Felder, Sitterle, Standard 
Pacific, Taylor Morrison

Square footage: 1,548–6,097

Home values: $191,299–$678,365

HOA dues (estimated): $40/month

Amenities: Jogging and biking path, park, playground, 
clubhouse, community pool, sport court(s)

Property taxes:

City of Cedar Park 0.493501 
Williamson County 0.449029 
Austin Community College 0.095100 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.040000 
Round Rock ISD 1.380000 
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 0.020000 
 
Total (per $100 value) $2.47763

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of Feb. 4, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Feb. 4, 2012–Feb. 4 2013)

No. of homes for sale 25

No. of homes under contract 19

Average days on the market 99

No. of homes sold 149

Square footage (low/high) 1,880/4,426

Selling price (low/high) $199,025–$552,664
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,082 sq. ft. $349,990 
Agent: Earl Price   512-213-0213

106 Sport Horse 

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,060 sq. ft. $525,000 
Agent: Michael Peccon  512-565-5933

302 N. Frontier Lane

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath 4,023 sq. ft. $469,900 
Agent: Shaun Wolf  512-925-6002

309 Angus Drive 

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,733 sq. ft. $435,000
Agent: Leisa Ormsbee   512-590-1833

215 Shorthorn St.

e
m

ili
e 

B
o

en
ig

Brushy Creek rd.

P
arm

er Ln.

kenai dr.
ranch  trails Ct.

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com

512-218-1500  •  www.drjennysmiles.com

Jennifer L. Kiening D.D.S.

205 Denali Pass Suite A • Cedar Park Texas 78613 CONTRACTED PROVIDER OF: 
Metlife • Humana • Aetna • Assurant 
Ameritas • Principal and Guardian
WE HONOR ALL OTHER DENTAL PPO PLANS

NEW LOCATION, NOW OPEN!
Like us on Facebook for details.

• Parents welcomed in our 
 treatment rooms

• Emergencies seen on same day

• State-of-the-art of� ce with TV’s 
 at every chair

YOU'RE INVITED!
Little Smiles 

Grand Opening Party
Friday, March 22nd 4-7pm

Food & Treats • Face Painting 
Bouncy House 

Dunking Booth 
with Dr. Jenny!

FREE Admission for the whole family!family!y
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

www.buyahomeincedarpark.com

                Cedar Park’s Premiere
                   Luxury Community

Surrounded by majestic oak trees, this beautiful new
luxury home community is available for homebuyers 

looking for an exceptional Cedar Park lifestyle.

The Reserve at Brushy Creek
New Homes from the low $300’s

2607 Lou Hollow Place
Cedar Park, Texas 78613 • 512-961-5556

Saturday, Feb. 23 from 1-3:00 pm:
• Grand Opening Giveaways!
• Local favorites, Hey Cupcake!
 and live music by Ricky Stein
 and the Warm Guns!
• Catered Lunch, Face Painters
 and a Petting Zoo!

February 23rd thru 24th
Grand Opening Incentives

this Weekend Only!

Grand Opening of 
The Reserve at Brushy Creek

MileStone Community Builders 
Announces the Grand Opening 
of Cedar Park’s Newest Luxury 
Homes Community

By  MileStone Community Buildters

Austin’s largest, private home builder, 
MileStone Community Builders has 
announced that the grand opening 
for its latest luxury Cedar Park 
community.

“This is an incredible opportunity 
for home buyers to enjoy an upscale 
living environment and the pinnacle 
of luxurious Cedar Park homes,” said 
Garrett Martin, CEO of MileStone 
Community Builders. “The Reserve has 
it all; premier location in Cedar Park’s 
coveted Brushy Creek community, 
luxury home designs and extensive 
amenities.  We are delighted to have 
the opportunity to bring our upscale 
Pinnacle Collection to Cedar Park.”    

A new luxury home community, 
The Reserve at Brushy Creek offers 
an  exceptional Cedar Park living 
experience surrounded by extravagant 
touches, including grand fountain 
entry, gorgeous amenity center and 
miles of trails and greenbelts just 
minutes away. 

Every home features the upscale 
Pinnacle Collection with rich, luxury 
features, including gourmet kitchens 
perfect for entertaining, semi-
customizable plans to meet individual 
needs and designer selections to 
satisfy the most discerning tastes.  
Homeowners can choose from one-and 
two-story homes with spacious, luxury 
designs, covered patios, and endless 
options for additional bedrooms, game 
rooms, lofts, and more.  Starting from 
the low $300s, The Reserve at Brushy 
Creek offers generous living space 
and incredible amenities.  The luxury 
community is located just twenty 
minutes from Downtown Austin and 
close to Cedar Park’s best shopping, 

dining, schools, entertainment and 
more.

Save the date for the Grand 
Opening, scheduled for next Saturday, 
February 23rd.  During the festivities, 
prospective homeowners can enjoy 
a catered lunch, live music by local 
favorite Ricky Stein and tasty treats 
from Hey Cupcake.  Bring the whole 
family and enjoy a petting zoo and 
face painting while you tour the new 
designer-decorated model homes and 
register to win great prizes.  Ask about 
special Grand Opening incentives that 
can save you thousands if you decide to 
call The Reserve at Brushy Creek home.

Visit the sales model at The Reserve 
at Brushy Creek at 2607 Lou Hollow 
Place, just off Brushy Creek Rd. in 
Cedar Park, now open from 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
Saturday, 12 noon – 6 p.m. on Friday 
and Sunday.  For more information, 
visit www.buyahomeincedarpark.com 
or call 1-877-676-9622.

MileStone Community Builders 
is the fastest-growing builder in the 
Austin area, voted the “2012 Home 
Builder of the Year” by the Austin 
Business Journal. 

MileStone Community Builders 
has built the company the way it 
builds homes: with honesty, integrity, 
an eye for detail, and a dedication to 
outstanding value. When MileStone 
hands each homeowner the keys to 
their new home, they’re handing 
over years of hard work, dedication 
and an unmatched commitment to 
quality. The entire team makes and 
stands by their commitments not 
only throughout the process, but 
throughout the many MileStones in 
your life, as well.
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78613 Anderson Mill West 1301 Black Cherry Drive 3br/2ba  $155,900  1,439 Tina Cargill Keller Williams Realty 512-507-8344

78613 Bella Vista 2810 Corabella Place 3br/2ba  $249,000  2,265 Joetta Houghton Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-736-2471

78613 Buttercup Creek 1903 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/2ba  $325,000  3,102 Karen McGrath J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-940-4057

78613 Buttercup Creek 1202 Dover Cove 4br/2ba  $229,900  2,865 Rich Patterson Keller Williams Realty 512-968-6846

78613 Buttercup Creek 1509 Avery Elissa Lane 3br/2ba  $235,900  2,108 Nora Wall RE/MAX Capital City III 512-789-3421

78613 Buttercup Creek 2016 Burnie Bishop Place 5br/2ba  $264,900  2,634 Bernice Schaffer RE/MAX Capital City 512-250-0855

78613 Buttercup Creek Village 1302 Cora Cove 3br/2ba  $294,000  2,836 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78613 Cypress Canyon 607 Basie Bend 4br/2ba  $317,500  2,472 Cathy Louis Team Price Real Estate 512-913-8912

78613 Cypress Creek 1900 Little Elm Trail 2br/2ba  $157,900  1,535 Randy Phipps Keller Williams Realty 512-966-6444

78613 Cypress Creek 2406 Sharon Drive 4br/2ba  $249,900  2,680 Malinda Matthews Private Label Realty 512-257-7711

78613 Cypress Mill 1311 Mesquite Road 3br/2ba  $199,500  1,812 Karen Chester Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-663-9974

78613 Cypress Mill 2603 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba  $185,000  1,733 Robert Bullara Realty Austin 512-964-6911

78613 Dover S J Sur 1313 New Hope Drive 3br/2ba  $525,000  1,889 David Pavliska RE/MAX Round Rock 512-422-5457

78613 Forest Oaks 1002 Cashew Lane 4br/2ba  $219,500  2,265 Kevin Breaux J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-922-1711

78613 Forest Oaks 1205 Magnolia Court 5br/4ba  $309,900  3,076 Kevin Breaux J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-922-1711

78613 Forest Oaks 921 Savanna Lane 3br/2ba  $238,000  2,509 Samantha Hale StoneHaven Realty 512-771-4681

78613 High Meadows 605 Amaryllis Ave. 3br/2ba  $118,900  1,410 Martha Browning Prudential Texas Realty 512-407-2456

78613 Paradiso Villas Condo 11400 Parmer Lane 3br/2ba  $194,900  1,743 Noel Green Private Label Realty 512-925-3165

78613 Preserve at Buttercup Creek 211 Gaspar Bend 3br/2ba  $319,088  2,440 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes 512-821-8872

78613 Preserve at Gann Ranch 1903 Barnett Drive 4br/2ba  $214,500  1,997 James Gough Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-415-9602

78613 Ranch at Brushy Creek 107 Arrowhead Trail 3br/2ba  $229,900  2,003 Riley Masterson RE/MAX Capital City II 512-413-7292

78613 Ranch at Brushy Creek 4208 Zacharys Run 5br/4ba  $383,749  3,186 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

78613 Ranch at Brushy Creek 4306 Zacharys Run 4br/3ba  $390,840  3,000 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

78613 Ranch at Brushy Creek 309 Angus Drive 5br/4ba  $469,900  4,023 Shaun Wolf Keller Williams Realty 512-925-6002

78613 Ranch at Cypress Creek 2200 Pena Blanca Drive 3br/2ba  $227,000  2,864 Sydney Heard Moreland Properties 512-733-3277

78613 Ranch at Cypress Creek 1316 Chalk Lane 4br/2ba  $265,000  3,535 Barbara Bittner Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-431-6027

78613 Ranch at Cypress Creek 1601 Eagle Wing Drive 3br/2ba  $205,000  2,172 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 512-616-4100

78613 Ranch at Deer Creek 2707 Quiet Moon Trail 5br/4ba  $350,000  3,714 Mary Boatright RE/MAX 1 512-426-1881

78613 Ranch at Deer Creek 2610 Zambia Drive 5br/4ba  $325,000  3,700 Carol Pease Keller Williams Realty 512-721-6320

78613 Red Oaks 1806 Harvest Bend Lane 4br/2ba  $279,900  3,216 Delilah Fuentes Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-415-5364

78613 Reserve at Twin Creeks 2802 Grand Oaks Loop 5br/4ba  $525,000  5,238 Elizabeth Pinney Keller Williams Realty 512-970-2606

78613 Reserve at Twin Creeks 2744 Grand Oaks Loop 5br/4ba  $493,000  5,022 Paulette Bostur Prudential Texas Realty 512-751-4567

78613 Silverado West 605 Trail Dust Drive 3br/2ba  $195,000  1,770 Whitney Newton Keller Williams Realty 512-516-5730

78613 Sunset Ridge 2930 Grand Oaks Loop 3br/2ba  $175,000  1,644 Elizabeth Pinney Keller Williams Realty 512-970-2606

78613 The Ranch at Brushy Creek 401 Brahman Road 5br/4ba  $516,302  4,208 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

ZIP code guide

1302 Cora Cove

4208 Zacharys Run

1002 Cashew Lane

605 Trail Dust Drive

Number of homes sold Average price

Month CLN CLS CLN CLS

January 2013 62 51 $197,558 $240,244

January 2012 66 43 $191,268 $241,812

December 2012 93 72 $198,252 $243,512

November 2012 77 68 $192,219 $224,443

October 2012 89 74 $178,484 $232,275

September 2012 72 62 $178,285 $246,069

August 2012 104 94 $194,845 $252,845

July 2012 95 96 $181,890 $239,483

June 2012 108 91 $213,638 $235,192

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
On the market  (Jan. 1-31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range CLN CLS CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 7 2 36 59

$100,000–$149,999 93 19 45 30

$150,000–$199,999 117 42 57 42

$200,000–$299,999 70 125 90 55

$300,000–$399,999 55 43 141 53

$400,000–$499,999 33 7 137 81

$500,000–$749,999 34 9 111 77

$750,000–$999,999 1 0 650  –

$1 million + 0 1  – 124

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

REAL ESTATE
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On the market  (Jan. 1-31) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range CLN CLS CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 7 2 36 59

$100,000–$149,999 93 19 45 30

$150,000–$199,999 117 42 57 42

$200,000–$299,999 70 125 90 55

$300,000–$399,999 55 43 141 53

$400,000–$499,999 33 7 137 81

$500,000–$749,999 34 9 111 77

$750,000–$999,999 1 0 650  –

$1 million + 0 1  – 124

Market Data compiled by 
Kathryn Fowler
Keller Williams
512-547-8133

kathryn.fowler@kw.com

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com42

15406 IH 35 North
Austin, Texas 78728

512-989-7737

14028 North US Hwy. 183
Austin, TX 78717 (inside Lakeline HEB Plus)

512-506-8888

$300 
OFF 

ANY ORDER 
$2500.00 OR MORE!*

$300 SAVINGS CANNOT BE USED IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH FINANCING. 

EXPIRES 3/31/13

GRAND OPENING SALE 
WEEK OF MARCH 25 - 31

NOW OPEN INSIDE OF LAKELINE  HEB PLUS 
STORE FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE!

Carpet •  Wood • Stone • Tile • Laminatefloorcenterstx.com

SPECIAL FINANCING AVAILABLE. 

Found perfect 
family home

Married college 
sweetheart

Rent increase House shopping

With my rent on the rise, I was looking for an affordable  

housing solution.  Thankfully, UFCU had everything I 

needed to get moving with their First Time Homebuyers 

Program.  I got a low fixed rate, a low down payment and 

didn’t have to pay any out of pocket closing costs.  Thanks 

to UFCU, my family and I have a place to call home for a 

long time.  This is how I UFCU, how about you?

02/13NMLS# 441215

Visit ufcu.org or call 997-HOME 
for more information.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_1-13.indd   1 1/24/13   12:50 PM
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Residential real estate listings added to the market between 1/10/13 and 2/12/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

1204 Sugarberry Drive

3705 Goodnight Trail

506 Deercreek Lane

2407 Stagecoach Bend

9412 Lisi Anne Drive

9436 Altona Way

REAL ESTATE

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78613 The Ranch at Brushy Creek 4221 Arrow Wood Road 5br/4ba  $504,322  4,423 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 512-964-5724

78613 Twin Creeks Country Club 3000 Heathmount Drive 3br/3ba  $295,000  2,537 Laura Ivy Blessing Keller Williams Realty 512-789-5087

78613 Twin Creeks Country Club 2708 Mingus Drive 5br/3ba  $335,000  3,675 Nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78613 Twin Creeks Country Club 2005 Kittiwake Lane 4br/3ba  $450,000  4,406 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 512-616-4100

78613 Walsh Trails 4421 Zacharys Run 5br/3ba  $354,900  3,583 April Maki Sisu Realty & Associates 512-470-7979

78613 West Park Oaks 1204 Sugarberry Drive 3br/2ba  $210,000  2,193 Gay Puckett J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-917-1542

78641 Block House Creek 16915 Stockton Drive 4br/2ba  $169,000  2,462 Carol Pease Keller Williams Realty 512-721-6320

78641 Block House Creek 16409 Lone Wolf Drive 3br/2ba  $157,000  1,529 Matt Prewett Realty Austin 512-470-4433

78641 Block House Creek 16306 Spotted Eagle Drive 4br/2ba  $215,000  2,806 Nancy Bilunas Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-698-2214

78641 Boulders at Crystal Falls 1105 Iron Horse 4br/2ba  $209,999  2,093 Michaela Olesch Lee Real Estate Services, Inc. 512-825-7234

78641 Caballo Ranch 3106 Herradura Drive 4br/2ba  $339,990  3,181 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78641 Fairways at Crystal Falls 2400 Pawnee 3br/3ba  $343,000  3,448 Clare Trevarthen Keller Williams Realty 512-331-9157

78641 Fairways at Crystal Falls 1908 Harvest Dance 3br/2ba  $379,900  2,571 Jeff Dillard Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-426-1294

78641 Fairways at Crystal Falls 2303 First View 3br/2ba  $310,000  2,421 Rosemarie Brennan Keller Williams Realty 512-577-8008

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls Lot 57 High Lonesome 4br/4ba  $550,000  3,451 David Matthys RE/MAX 1 512-337-0205

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3705 Goodnight Trail 5br/3ba  $599,000  4,280 Joseph Kelly Keller Williams Realty 512-900-1510

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2001 High Lonesome 5br/4ba  $655,900  4,765 Liz Ott Keller Williams Realty 512-338-4771

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2005 High Lonesome 5br/4ba  $653,900  4,715 Liz Ott Keller Williams Realty 512-338-4771

78641 Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 3612 Lajitas 6br/4ba  $689,000  5,219 Gregg Klar Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-653-0488

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2001 Palos Verdes 4br/3ba  $555,000  3,722 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 512-789-3356

78641 Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3709 Medicine Hat 4br/3ba  $682,000  3,331 Betty England Avalar Austin 512-619-3040

78641 Horizon Park 100 Cannery Cove 4br/2ba  $149,900  2,397 Peter Sajovich HomeNet Realty 512-219-3030

78641 Lake Travis 15947 Booth Circle 2br/1ba  $467,000  1,164 Rise’ D. Johns Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-267-5246

78641 Lakeline Ranch 2407 Stagecoach Bend 4br/2ba  $232,900  2,491 Michele Milivojac Realty Austin 512-786-6705

78641 Lakeline Ranch 1207 Golden Bridle Trail 3br/2ba  $242,500  2,913 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 512-616-4100

78641 Mason Creek 1502 Deepwoods Trail 3br/2ba  $189,999  1,815 Tamara Nelson Keller Williams Realty 512-786-2022

78641 Mason Creek 1305 Redbud Lane 4br/2ba  $153,500  1,699 Rise’ D. Johns Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-267-5246

78641 Mason Creek North 416 Bentwood Drive 3br/1ba  $102,500  1,069 Carol Mangum Keller Williams Realty 512-587-0208

78641 North Creek 506 Deercreek Lane 3br/2ba  $126,900  1,268 Cynthia Denny Prudential Texas Realty 512-366-2947

78641 Old Town Village 415 South St. 4br/2ba  $147,500  1,961 Bill Morris RE/MAX Capital City 512-785-3345

78641 Old Town Village 103 Oakland Cove 4br/2ba  $120,000  2,277 Jeffrey Clawson Austin Vestors 512-695-2425

78641 Sandy Creek Ranches 22706 Big Sandy Drive 3br/1ba  $74,999  966 Mike Kight RE/MAX Capital City II 512-924-6524

78641 Settlement Block House 2511 Cynthia Court 4br/2ba  $168,900  1,897 Tammy Bazar Kress RE/MAX 1 512-203-2483

78641 Summerlyn 383 Housefinch Loop 4br/2ba  $127,900  1,307 John Olmstead e-Executive Realty 512-789-9143

78641 Vineyard at Block House Creek 3302 Bardolino Lane 3br/2ba  $182,500  2,367 Brenda Underwood Realty Austin 512-293-2805

78641 Vista Ridge 504 Las Colinas Drive 4br/2ba  $226,000  2,785 Gina Weesner Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-736-2872

78641 Volente 8319 Lime Creek Road 5br/5ba  $3,499,000  7,421 Margaret Parma Capital City Sotheby’s Realty 512-632-9519

78641 Westview Meadows 210 Northern Trail 4br/2ba  $165,000  2,202 Amy Kobza Keller Williams Realty 512-921-6296

78641 Woods at Crystal Falls 1902 Overland Drive 4br/2ba  $189,000  2,305 Dana Trinkle Keller Williams Realty 512-971-9543

78717 Avery Brookside 15413 Echo Hills Drive 5br/3ba  $364,900  3,241 Colette Fitzgerald Realty Austin 512-294-1781

78717 Avery Ranch East 16520 Ennis Trail 4br/2ba  $250,000  2,295 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78717 Avery Ranch East 9412 Lisi Anne Drive 5br/3ba  $389,900  3,527 Ryanne Vaughan Keller Williams Realty 512-619-5034

78717 Avery Ranch Far West 14116 Willow Tank Drive 3br/2ba  $225,000  1,770 Mary Battaglia Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-767-6787

78717 Avery Ranch Far West 14213 Willow Tank Drive 3br/2ba  $259,900  2,060 Matthew Morgan Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-522-8196

78717 Avery Ranch Far West 11233 Persimmon Gap Drive 3br/2ba  $204,900  1,848 Lisa Foerster Keller Williams Realty 512-870-7332

78717 Avery Ranch Garden Homes 15400 Interlachen Drive 3br/2ba  $259,000  1,920 Jason Randall RE/MAX Capital City III 512-736-1593

78717 Avery South 9432 Castle Pines Drive 4br/2ba  $314,900  3,053 Sandra Nordhausen Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-898-2401

78717 Avery South 9424 Castle Pines Drive 4br/2ba  $239,900  2,125 Blaga Trankaroff Pacesetter Properties 512-507-6937

78717 Avery South 15305 Bramhall Drive 4br/3ba  $418,000  4,182 Susan Truair Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-691-6957

78717 Avery South 15304 Whistling Straits Drive 5br/3ba  $387,000  3,766 Cathy Trifiro Realty Austin 512-797-4917

78717 Avery South 9509 Bromsgrove Drive 4br/2ba  $294,900  2,646 Janette Friend-Harrington Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-844-3331

78717 Davis Spring 9436 Altona Way 5br/4ba  $359,900  3,540 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX 1 512-971-0665

78717 Oak Brook 9509 Graceland Trail 3br/2ba  $299,990  2,960 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty 512-587-1337

78717 Woods Brushy Creek 8402 Delavan  Ave 4br/2ba  $229,900  2,380 Elizabeth Sullivan Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-569-7272
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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1401 Medical Parkway  
512-528-7000

“When an X-ray revealed a tumor on my kidney, I chose Cedar Park Regional Medical Center and 
da Vinci® Robotic-Assisted Surgery. The procedure involved removing part of my kidney, but I was 
able to go home the next day. Within just three days, I was back hiking with my dogs.”*

Find out more about the benefits of robotic-assisted surgery at CedarParkRegional.com. 

a walk in 
the park.

My kidney surgery was

Jim Collins, patient of  
Carl Bischoff, M.D.

*Typical results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits 
and risks of  da Vinci Robotic-Assisted Surgery for your condition.
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