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Business | 23 
Craig Pinkley opened the Pilot 

Knob Vineyard wine tasting room                
just north of Leander

impactdeals.com

Coupons start on Page 39.
Find even more online at

 Guide | 28
A rundown of fishing, camping 
and hunting locations throughout 
Williamson County

impactnews.com 

YMCA land transfer official
Cedar Park City Council on Sept. 13 
acquired land from the City of Austin in 
order to provide utility services to the 
YMCA Twin Lakes overnight campsite.

 Nonprofit | 25
The Blue Star Mothers of America want the 
public to know what service banners mean

Coffee With Impact | 24 
Local entrepreneur Gary Hoover 

discusses his business experiences 

Leander ISD rate increased      
1.211 cents; Cedar Park and        
Leander to remain unchanged

Local entities 
approve tax 
rates, budgets 

New shops expected to begin opening by November

Avery Ranch community adds final piece of retail puzzle

Tax RaTes for Leander ISD

2006–2007 2007–2008 2008–2009 2009–2010 2010–2011 2011–2012 2012–2013

In August, the Leander ISD school board approved its highest tax rate in six years.            
It funds a budget totaling more than $310 million to serve about 34,000 students. 
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By Emilie Boenig
Leander ISD, the City of Cedar Park and the 

City of Leander passed or plan to pass their 
annual budgets and tax rates in August and Sep-
tember. LISD taxpayers will see an increase of 
1.211 cents per $100 valuation on their property 
tax bill, while both cities’ rates remain stable. 

Leander ISD
At the rate approved Aug. 23, the tax bill on 

an average LISD home—with a taxable value 
of $216,295—will increase $42.44, according 
to the district. Ellen Skoviera, assistant super-
intendent for business and operations, said 
LISD increased its tax rate in accordance with 
its debt repayment schedule. Through 2010, 
LISD sold millions of dollars in bonds to fund 
construction, major maintenance, technol-
ogy and transportation, and now has about  
$228 million left from money approved See Budgets | 11

By Joe Lanane
Avery Ranch residents will soon 

have an array of new retail offerings as 
developers finalize deals to complete 
the community’s commercial corridor.

Two new retail centers—or 43,500 
square feet of new shopping space—
will fill the final void at The Shops 
at Avery Ranch, said Matt Marshall, 
StoneCrest Investments project leas-
ing director. Development deals have 
already been signed with Kidspa Aus-
tin, Avery Ranch Dance & Yoga, Tutti 

Frutti Frozen Yogurt, Realty Aus-
tin, Tony C’s Pizza & Wine Bar, The 
League Kitchen & Tavern and Time 
Masters Clock & Watch Repair. An 
agreement is also pending with other 
retailers to fill the shops to capacity 
before even being fully constructed. 

Marshall has sought out tenants 
to fill the four commercial corners at 
Avery Ranch Boulevard and Parmer 
Lane since the master-planned com-
munity began being developed, he 
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The Shops at Avery Ranch, located at the corner of Parmer Lane and 
Avery Ranch Boulevard, will add several new businesses this fall.

during the 2007 bond election, according to 
district documents. 

“The debt service schedule is not going 
to change unless we [refinance] the bonds, 
which will happen in the next few years, or 
if we sold more [bonds], which we haven’t 
done,” Skoviera said. 

The $310.8 million LISD budget allocates 

$61.5 million for debt payments and $237.7 
million for the general operating budget. The 
self-sustaining food service budget totals 
$11.6 million. 

LISD has spent the past two years cutting 
the budget, but there is still a strong focus 
on education, Skoviera said. Librarians and 

See Avery Ranch | 13
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Officials fear development 
harmful to salamanders

Area authorities 
fight endangered 
species listing

By Korri Kezar 
A proposal to add four salamander 

species living in Travis and William-
son counties to the endangered spe-
cies list has garnered opposition from 
many local government officials, resi-
dents and landowners.

The Austin Blind, Jollyville Plateau, 
Salado and Georgetown salamanders 
have stirred debate in the area for 
nearly a year as many believe putting 
the amphibians on the list will hinder 
development.

“It could have a negative impact on 
the county. We’re looking at differ-
ent options and different ways to deal 
with the issue,” Williamson County 
Commissioner Valerie Covey said.

In an Aug. 21 news release, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service rec-
ommended adding the salamanders 
to the federal register and designat-
ing nearly 6,000 acres in Travis, Wil-
liamson and Bell counties as criti-
cal habitats because of water quality 
concerns. The official proposal for the 
listing was made Aug. 22.

“The Edwards Aquifer is an 
important water source not only for 
these four salamander species, but 
also for those living and working in 
the area,” Adam Zerrenner, USFWS 
Austin Field Office supervisor said 

in the release. 
“Efforts to 
improve and 
conserve the 
water and 
s p r i n g s 
associated 

See Salamanders | 15
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Your life after brain tumor or spine surgery? 

It can be life, resumed. With activities enjoyed. Time with family 
cherished as always. The things you care about — yours, once again.  
At NeuroTexas Institute, we’re committed to delivering compassionate, 
individualized neurosurgical care and positive health outcomes. It 
begins with the experience and expertise of top doctors that have put  
us in the top 5% of hospitals in the nation. It ends with getting you 
back to the things and the people you love.

neurotexasinstitute.com

Dive in.
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Many of my fondest fam-
ily memories occurred in 
the great outdoors, particu-
larly while fishing along the 
Gulf Coast.

My mom, an avid angler, 
shared her enthusiasm for the sport of fish-
ing first with my dad, then my brother and 
finally me. As a child, I trailed up and down 
the jetty or pier with a chicken neck, a string 
and a crab net while she fished. It was always 
a thrill each time I threw out a baited crab 
line before I ever so slowly pulled it up to see 
how many crabs I would scoop in my net.

Just last month, my dad took my hus-
band and me bay fishing on his boat, and I 
celebrated the best fishing day of my life. I 
reeled in trout, flounder and a keeper red-
fish—along with several species not subject 
to size and slot limits. My mom refers to this 
collection as a “trifecta.”  

Austin-area lakes are right around the 
corner, and I am hoping to extend my 

fishing skills to the local freshwater variety. 
The arrival of cooler temperatures makes 
this next month an ideal time to go fish-
ing. Check out our guide on Page 28 that 
highlights all the best spots throughout Wil-
liamson County and also includes places for 
hunting and camping. 

If you are into the great outdoors, you 
may come across a member of the native 
salamander population. Be respectful of 
these little creatures, as they risk being listed 
as endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. Our front-page story has more 
information about what ramifications the 
decision could have on future development 
in Williamson County.
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Reader Feedback

Cedar Park Center continues to grow since 
opening three years ago

I have mulled over this issue for over a year, always thinking, 
‘Surely, they will correct this as soon as they finish construction. 
Then, it was as soon as 183A is finished’ ...always trying to give 
the people in charge the benefit of the doubt. BUT I’ve run out of 
excuses for them and wonder if I am the only one that wonders 
why no one has questioned Cedar Park’s thinking about not 
putting a BIG sign that announces what the building is and what 
is playing there or what is coming! Signage and advertising guys!

—Rose Waller, Leander

How often do you use MetroRail?

I have never used train service to downtown

68.94%

I can count on one hand how many rides I’ve taken

16.77%

Occasionally to weekend events

8.7%

Every day to work

5.59%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 8/9/12–9/11/12

New question: Costco and a second Walmart are officially coming to Cedar 

Park. What does the area need to attract next?
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therapy, speech and language therapy 
and occupational therapy. 260-6990,             
www.achievepediatrics.com

4  Lakeline Toys & Shoes opened its new 
700-square-foot shop in Lakeline Mall on 
July 1. Located on the first floor next to 
Gymboree, the store features classic toys 
and the latest brands of children’s shoes. 
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. F16, 
Cedar Park. 250-9510, www.facebook.
com/Lakeline-Toys-and-Shoes

5  Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers 
opened its first Austin-area location      
Sept. 13 at 1456 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar 
Park, across the street from the 1890 Ranch 
shopping center. The Louisiana-based 
franchise specializes in one thing: chicken 
fingers. 260-6454, www.raisingcanes.com

6  Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming is 
scheduled to open its second Austin-area 
location Sept. 15 at 11521 N. FM 620, Ste. 
600, Austin. The shop sells all-natural 
foods and treats for dogs and also includes 
a full-service dog salon. 335-9663,                       
www.woofgangbakery.com

7  Leander Pediatric Dentistry is 
scheduled to hold its grand opening 
Sept. 22, and dentist Scott Furrow 
will begin regularly taking patients 
Sept. 24. The office is located across 
from Luigi’s Italian Restaurant at 903 
Old Bagdad Road, Leander. 337-6499,                                     
www.leanderpediatricdentistry.com

8  Complete Nutrition, 1400 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 200, Cedar Park, 
opened Aug. 11.  The shop sells healthy 
weight loss and sports nutrition products. 
260-7511, www.completenutrition.com

9  Mobile phone service provider 
Sprint opened its second Cedar Park 
location Aug. 26 at Tower Centre, 1400 
E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 400, next 
to Tower Car Wash. The store will be 
a full-service shop by mid-October, 
Manager Iris Gillespie said. Mon.–Sat.                              
10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. noon–5 p.m., 212-
7189, www.sprint.com

Now Open

1  Billy Joe’s Family Bistro now occupies 
the old Silver Spoon Cafe location, 1005 S. 
US 183, Leander. The homestyle restaurant 
first opened its doors Aug. 23 and held a 
grand opening Sept. 8. Master Chef Billy 
Joe Wilson said he prides himself on using 
all fresh, natural ingredients produced 
locally and cooked upon ordering.           

The menu also offers salads, pasta dishes 
and a diverse range of entrees. 260-1861,                            
www.billyjoesbistro.com

2  Dr. Pamela Singletary opened a new 
4,500-square-foot pediatric dental office 
at 3401 El Salido Parkway in Cedar Park 
on July 12. Patients range in age from 
infants to adolescents, and the first non-
emergency exam for children younger than 

3 is free. Singletary has practiced dentistry 
for 14 years in the community. 401-8888,            
www.texastoothfairies.com

3  Achieve Pediatric Therapy and Rehab 
opened Sept. 4 in the Discovery Business 
Park complex at 715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 
115, Cedar Park. Therapists Erica Tally and 
Caroline Morlan work with children up to 
18 years old on issues related to physical 
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1001 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 202  •  Cedar Park
www.� eMaryDaleLawFirm.com 
mary@themarydalelaw� rm.com
(512) 249-5828

• Business Law

• Contract Law

• Employer/Employee Issues

• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Law

• Real Estate/Property Disputes

• Commercial Civil Litigation

• HUB Certi� ed

• Veteran Owned

Mary Lopez Dale
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

PERSONABLE.  DEPENDABLE.  QUALITY SERVICE.

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

in Family Medicineinnninnnniniin amilya yFaFa yyyaa lliiimmmFFFFa yyiFamilyMMedicineyyMedicine
901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.sifm.net
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employees of the first Jimmy John’s in Cedar 
Park prepare for a busy evening. The shop opened 
Aug. 21.

Dr. Pamela Singletary practiced dentistry 14 
years in the community before deciding to open 
her own office July 12 on el Salido Parkway.

10 Jimmy John’s Gourmet Sandwiches 
opened its first Cedar Park location Aug. 
21. The menu is consistent with other 
Jimmy John’s locations, the bread is 
always baked daily and the store delivers.          
1400 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 500, Cedar 
Park, 259-1030, www.jimmyjohns.com

11  Sleep Experts opened its sixth Austin-
area location at Tower Centre, 1400 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 600, Cedar Park, 
on Sept. 11. The 4,200-square-foot store 
is managed by John Boevers. 528-0324,  
www.sleepexperts.com 

12  Jarrod D. Campbell, D.D.S., planned 
to open Campbell Dental on Sept. 17 
after spending 12 years in Austin. The 
2,748-square-foot office is located at 11901 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 100, Cedar Park.  
259-9400, www.jarrodcampbelldds.com

13 Allstate Insurance agency owner 
Jeffrey Dietz opened his new 1,150-square-
foot location Sept. 11 at The Depot, 401 
E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. A102, Cedar 
Park, next to DoubleDave’s Pizzaworks. 
The office shifted locations from Parmer 
Lane Village along FM 1431. 528-0099,            
www.allstateagencies.com/jeffreydietz

14  A+ Federal Credit Union opened its 
new branch in early September at 1604 
E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, across 
from the 1890 Ranch shopping center. The 
branch has four drive-thru lanes, a drive-
thru ATM, video lending and teller pods. 
302-6800,  www.aplusfcu.org

15 Two Men And A Truck moving 
company held its grand opening 
celebration at its new northwest Austin 
location Sept. 14 inside the H-E-B Plus, 
11521 N. FM 620, Austin. Customers can 
purchase moving boxes, shipping supplies 
and make truck reservations. 246-0303, 
www.twomenaustinnorth.com

Coming Soon

16 As part of a $2 million, 165,000-square-
foot renovation, the Northfork Shopping 
Center will be anchored by Chair King, 

13945 N. US 183, Ste. D100, Austin. 
The furniture store should open by the 
end of the year as part of the first phase 
of renovations. The second phase of 
construction—complete by February—will 
improve the northern shopping strip to 
create a consistent, more modern look. 
Sandalwood Management is actively 
seeking tenants to fill several vacancies 
throughout Northfork. www.chairking.com

17 After closing her last yoga shop in 2008, 
Kat McCool is teaming up with former 
student Kerry Carter to open FlowYoga in 
mid-October. Construction started in late 
August at 1700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 201, 
Cedar Park. Carter studied under McCool 
when she operated Balanced Body Yoga and 
Wellness. 740-4926, www.flowyogatx.com

18 Dr. Jeffrey Yonker plans to open his 
own Texas State Optical office in early 
October at 401 W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 
B200, Cedar Park. The 2,100-square-foot 
office will join 120 other statewide locations. 
Yonker graduated optometrist school in 
2009 from the University of Houston.      
522-9667, www.tsocedarpark.com

19 Koko Fit Club, 2800 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 123, Cedar Park, is scheduled to 
open in mid-October in the Whitestone 
Market. The 1,400-square-foot location will 
be the automated personal training studio’s 
third location in the Cedar Park area, most 
recently opening on Cypress Creek Road in 
May. 814-6824, www.kokofitclub.com

20 Heroes Fitness leased 2,325 square feet 
from Parmer Lane Village, 13010 Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 500, Cedar Park, and should 
open by Dec. 15 pending renovations.

21 Roosters Men’s Grooming Center 
is expected to open its second Cedar 
Park location, 1400 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. 300, in October, according to the 
company’s website. The men’s grooming 
franchise first came to Cedar Park in June.

22 The second Austin-area 
franchise of The Egg and I breakfast 
and lunch restaurant will open                                  

Ceramics-N-More owner Willie Jackson recently relocated her business to a bigger and more visible 
location, she said.

news or questions about Cedar park or leander? 
e-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

10

24

2

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Oct. 1 at Parkline Shopping Center, 
14005 N. US 183, Ste. 500, Austin.                                                      
www.theeggandirestuarants.com

23 Signs for PhoNatic Vietnamese 
Cuisine can be seen on Whitestone 
Boulevard across from 1890 Ranch, but 
company officials confirmed the location 
will not open until late 2013 or early 2014. 
PhoNatic has one restaurant open in the 
Austin area and another one in the works.

Relocations

24 Ceramics-N-More, 601 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 700, Cedar Park, changed 
locations Aug. 1 within The Railyard 
Shopping Center to a bigger and more 
visible location. Artists may work in 
sessions, and the shop hosts various 
programs geared toward enthusiasts of all 
ages. 528-1157, www.ceramicsam.com

Closing

25 Arttie, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. D115, Cedar Park, in the 1890 Ranch 
shopping center, closed Sept. 2. The 
clothing retail shop still has locations in 
Round Rock and Austin.
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Downtown Round Rock

Biscuit Brothers, Mingo Fishtrap, 
Monster Big Band and Copa Kings
Chalk Art on the street
Locally crafted art
Music for adults and children
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Calendar

improperly disposed of in landfills and water  
systems. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. east side of 
the Cedar park police department, 911 Quest 
parkway, Cedar park. 260-4600.       
www.cedarparktexas.gov

29 National Public Lands Day 
Volunteers throughout the United States are 
invited to help restore public lands in their 
local communities during the 19th annual 
public lands day. the Williamson County 
parks and recreation department and other 
organizations remove weeds from planting 
beds, maintain a playground area and remove 
litter. 9–11 a.m. Free. Southwest Williamson 
County regional park, 3005 Cr 175, leander. 
943-1923. http://parks.wilco.org

 Worth the trip

29, 30 A Day Out with Thomas: 
‘Mystery on the Rails Tour 2012’
the austin Steam train association presents 
a day out with thomas, a 25-minute train ride 
aboard a full-size thomas the tank engine. 
Families are invited to meet Sir topham Hatt, 
as well as participate in storytelling, live music, 
children’s activities and more. at least one trip 
per hour, 8:30 a.m.–5:40 p.m. $18 (individual 
ticket), $14 (group rate). Burnet Community 
Center, 401 e. Jackson St., Burnet. 477-8468. 
www.austinsteamtrain.org

Sept. 22
By Emilie Boenig

the ladies auxiliary to the Veterans of Foreign Wars post 10427 in leander hosts its annual 
children’s health and safety fair. the event includes a children’s arts and crafts table, a petting 
zoo, a treasure hunt, free food and drinks, games, a bounce house, and booths manned 
by dell Children’s Circle of Care, Hope alliance, the leander Fire department and others.         
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. VFW post 10427, 8760 FM 2243, leander. 426-9172
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The annual Children’s Health and Safety Fair is free and open to the community. It offers activities  
for families and children including games, a treasure hunt and vendor booths. 

Children’s Health and Safety Fair 22 Gadget lab 
during gadget lab, staff members at the 
Cedar park public library information desk 
are available to help guests use their personal 
electronic devices such as the nook, ipad, 
kindle and others. the one-on-one tutorials 
are designed to teach the community how to 
use the library’s downloadable e-books and 
e-audiobooks. 2–3 p.m. Free. Cedar park 
public library, 550 discovery Blvd., Cedar 
park. 401-5608. www.cedarparktexas.gov

25 Leander ISD college fair
parents and students from all grades and 
campuses are invited to attend the leander 
iSd college fair featuring representatives 
from at least 50 colleges and universities. 
Students are encouraged to register online 
in order to get electronic information 
from schools represented at the fair.                                       
5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. Vista ridge High School, 
200 S. Vista ridge Blvd., Cedar park.  
570-1800. www.leanderisd.org

26 Emancipet low-cost spay and neuter 
clinic for dogs and cats
nonprofit organization emancipet hosts a 
low-cost spay and neuter clinic, which also 
includes other services such as vaccinations, 
deworming, and flea and heartworm 
treatments for dogs and cats. appointments 
for spay and neuter surgeries are required 
and can be made online or by phone. 8 a.m. 
(surgeries), 10 a.m.–3 p.m. (walk-ins for other 
procedures). $9–$65. Callahan’s Feed and pet 
Store, 218 old US 183, Cedar park.           
587-7729. www.emancipet.org

27 Job Searching Today: Finding 
Employment Online
a presentation shows attendants how to 
locate job postings, discover quick ways 
to complete applications, and learn how to 
protect one’s personal identity online. 3 p.m. 
Free. Cedar park public library, 550 discovery 
Blvd., Cedar park. 401-5600.  
www.cedarparktexas.gov

28 United Way of Williamson County’s 
Day of Caring 
the United Way of Williamson County 
requests volunteers for the annual day of 
Caring, during which community members 
lend a hand at local nonprofit agencies. 
the day begins in round rock followed by 
departure to various sites throughout the 
county. 8 a.m.–noon. Free. the dell diamond, 
e. 3400 palm Valley Blvd., round rock.  
255-6799. www.unitedway-wc.org

28 Concert in the park: Radiostar
the City of Cedar park parks and recreation 
department invites the community to an 
’80s dance party and concert performed by 
cover band radiostar. the event includes 
an ’80s costume party with Visa gift card 
prizes for first-, second- and third-place 
winners. Concessions are available, and 
guests may bring a picnic, chairs and coolers.                   
7–10 p.m. Free. elizabeth Milburn park, 1901 
Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar park. 401-5500.  
www.cedarparktexas.gov

28–29 7th Annual Leander Bluegrass 
Festival 
the leander parks and recreation 
department hosts a two-night festival with 
live bluegrass music, food, concessions 
and childrens’ activities. Friendly pets on 
leashes and coolers are welcome but glass 
containers are not. Fri. 7–10 p.m., Sat. 6–11 
p.m. Free. robin Bledsoe park, 601 S. Bagdad 
road, leander. 528-9909. www.leandertx.org, 
mlpumphrey@leandertx.org

29 Super adoption event 
the Humane Society of Williamson County 
invites animal lovers to its super hero–themed 
adoption event, which features free adoptions 
to alleviate the homeless pet overpopulation in 
the community. the goal is to find homes for 
100 cats and dogs in one day. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free. Humane Society of Williamson County, 
10930 e. Crystal Falls parkway, leander.    
260-3602. www.hswc.net

29 Leander’s Best Party Ever
the Greater leander Chamber of Commerce 
hosts leander’s Best party ever, which is 
open to the public and and benefits the 
Chamber and Hill Country Community 
Ministries. With the theme “oktoberfest in 
leander,” the event includes an international 
catered dinner, entertainment, a free photo 
booth, silent auction and door prizes. 
Sponsorship opportunities are available. 7–11 
p.m. $75 (individual), $125 (couple), $700 
(table of eight). 19th Hole at Crystal Falls Golf 
Course, 3400 Crystal Falls parkway, leander. 
259-1907.                  www.leandercoc.org

29 Cedar Park Police Department’s 
drug take-back day
Community members are invited by Cedar 
park’s police department to anonymously 
drop off expired medications, needles, and 
prescription and nonprescription drugs for safe 
disposal. the event aims to limit the amount 
of harmful drugs that would otherwise be 

September 
Through Oct. 15 Rain barrel sale 
While supplies last, the City of Cedar park 
and the lower Colorado river authority offer 
50-gallon rain barrels, which are made from  
50 percent recycled plastic, and have locking 
lids and mesh screens to filter insects. orders 
are accepted online, and distribution occurs 
at the Cedar park Conserves Fair on oct. 20. 
$58. 401-5000. www.cedarparktexas.gov

Through Nov. 30 Gridiron Glory 
alumni football registration
new company Gridiron Glory invites football 
alumni from Cedar park High School and 
leander High School to participate in 
competitive league play. registration is open to 
any former timberwolf or lion and their friends 
and family not currently enrolled in high school. 
teams practice throughout the fall and play 
one another the last weekend in november. 
$50 (through Sept. 31), $60 (through oct. 31), 
$75 (through game day). a.C. Bible Memorial 
Stadium, 3301 S. Bagdad road, leander.     
736-3793. www.gridironglory.com

20 Resume writing 101
Community members are invited to a resume-
writing workshop that features lessons about 
what to include in a resume, document 
formatting in Microsoft Word and how to make 
a positive impression. 3 p.m. Free. Cedar park 
public library, 550 discovery Blvd., Cedar 
park. 401-5600. www.cedarparktexas.gov

21 Movies in the Park: ‘Journey 2:  
The Mysterious Island’
the City of leander parks and recreation 
department invites families to watch “Journey 
2: the Mysterious island,” a sequel to the film 
“Journey to the Center of the earth.” Friendly 
pets on leashes and picnics are welcome but 
glass containers are not. dusk. Free. robin 
Bledsoe park, 601 S. Bagdad road, leander. 
528-9909. www.leandertx.org

22 Eric Church in concert 
in his inaugural arena-headlining “Blood, 
Sweat and Beers tour,” country music singer-
songwriter eric Church performs along with 
special guests Justin Moore and kip Moore. 
7:30 p.m. $36–$46 plus fees and parking. 
Cedar park Center, 2100 avenue of the Stars, 
Cedar park. 600-5000.  
www.cedarparkcenter.com

22 Leander Pediatric Dentistry grand 
opening party
leander pediatric dentistry hosts its grand 
opening event, which includes music, face 
painting, snacks, a balloon animal artist, a 
bounce house, raffles and office tours.  
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. 903 old Bagdad road, 
leander. 337-6499.  
www.leanderpediatricdentistry.com
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/lcp-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events considered for 
addition, they must be submitted online by the first Friday 
of the month.

Online Calendar

Cedar Park Center calendar
the texas Stars, an american Hockey 
league team, opens its 2012–13 season in 
october at the Cedar park Center. tickets 
cost $11–$64 plus fees and parking.  

Oct.  3 texas Stars vs. Houston, 7 p.m.

     5 texas Stars vs. rampage, 7 p.m.

        14 texas Stars vs. Charlotte, 7 p.m.

       20 texas Stars vs Houston, 7 p.m.

Visit www.cedarparkcenter.com for more 
information on Cedar park Center events or  
www.texasstarshockey.com for details about 
texas Stars games.

Sept. 29–Dec. 16 Fourth annual 
bowhunting weekends
Williamson County invites qualified bow hunters 
to participate in two-day hunts on county-
owned land. Species eligible for hunting include 
whitetail deer, feral hogs and incidental exotic 
deer and antelope species. Crossbows are not 
allowed. Weekends excluding thanksgiving. 
$750 (per weekend for groups of up to six 
hunters). river ranch County park, Cr 282, 
liberty Hill. 943-1920. http://parks.wilco.org

october

1–31 Twin Lakes YMCA pumpkin patch 
twin lakes Family YMCa invites the community 
to enjoy its annual pumpkin patch where 
families can take photos and choose pumpkins 
to purchase as decorations and future jack-o-
lanterns. Weekdays 9 a.m.–noon and 4–7:15 
p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Sun. noon–4 p.m. 
Free (admission), 50 cents–$12 (pumpkins). 
twin lakes Family YMCa, 204 e. little elm 
trail, Cedar park. 250-9622.  
www.ymcagwc.org

4 Healthy Woman Pink Out 
the Cedar park regional Medical Center’s 
Healthy Woman program hosts a pink out 
event in honor of national Breast Cancer 
awareness Month. Women are encouraged to 
wear pink ask questions to a panel of health 
care professionals from texas oncology and 
the Breast Cancer resource Center. 6:30–8 
p.m. Free. Cedar park regional Medical Center 
cafe, 1401 Medical parkway, Cedar park. 528-
7119. www.cedarparkregional.com

5 Movies in the Park: ‘The Lorax’
the City of leander parks and recreation 
department invites families to watch “the 
lorax,” a 2012 film based on a book by 
author dr. Seuss. Friendly pets on leashes 
and picnics are welcome but glass containers 
are not. dusk. Free. robin Bledsoe park, 
601 S. Bagdad road, leander. 528-9909.             
www.leandertx.org

6 Beginners bird walk 
the travis audubon Society invites novice 
birdwatchers to a beginner’s bird walk to 
observe local wildlife. no registration is 
required. 8–10 a.m. Free. Brushy Creek lake 
park, 3300 Brushy Creek road, Cedar park. 
300-Bird. www.travisaudubon.org

11 Fit for the Cure 
lingerie manufacturer Wacoal invites women to 
attend a personal bra fitting to support breast 
cancer research. With no purchase necessary, 
Wacoal will donate $2 to the nonprofit 
organization Susan G. komen for the Cure for 
every participant in addition to $2 for every 
Wacoal bra or shapewear piece sold during the 
event. appointments are available. 10 a.m.–4 
p.m. Free. dillard’s in lakeline Mall, 11200 
lakeline Mall drive, Cedar park. 257-8740. 
www.fitforthecure.com

11 Sign language course 
Wendy Bradley teaches basic american Sign 
language classes, including stories, songs 
and signs for babies, teachers and parents. 

registration is requested. 7–9 p.m. $10.  
503 territory trail, Cedar park. 567-8281

13–15 Friends of the Cedar Park Public 
Library book and bake sale 
the Friends of the Cedar park public library 
hosts a book and bake sale to benefit the 
library. prior to the event, the organization asks 
for volunteers as well as donations including 
books, dVds and Cds to be sold. Baked goods 
are accepted immediately before the book and 
bake sale. Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Sun. 1–4 p.m., 
Mon. 9 a.m.–noon Free. 550 discovery Blvd., 
Cedar park. 828-0070, 401-5600.  
punkin@parnhamfam.com

19 Movies in the Park: ‘The Adventures 
of Tintin’
the City of leander parks and recreation 
department invites families to watch “the 
adventures of tintin,” a 2011 animated film 
about a reporter named tintin’s search for 
sunken treasure. Friendly pets on leashes 
and picnics are welcome but glass containers 
are not. dusk. Free. robin Bledsoe park, 
601 S. Bagdad road, leander. 528-9909.                 
www.leandertx.org

20 Cedar Park Fall Festival
twin lakes YMCa hosts its third annual Cedar 
park Fall Festival. the event includes bounce 
houses, hay rides, a petting zoo, carnival 
games, vendors and a pumpkin patch. For an 
additional fee, attendants can participate in 
pumpkin painting, a haunted house, pony rides 
and other activities. noon– 9 p.m. Free (children 
age 3 and younger), $6 (in advance), $8 (day 
of the event). twin lakes Family YMCa, 204 e. 
little elm trail, Cedar park. 250-9622.  
www.ymcagwc.org

20, 27 Leander Fall Fun Festival 
the leander Fire department hosts its annual 
fall community event fundraiser featuring a 
haunted house, carnival games, food, a silent 
auction, vendor booths and more. Sponsorship 
opportunities are available. 6–10 p.m. Free 
(admission), 50 cents (carnival games), $5 
(haunted house). leander Fire administration 
building, 101 e. Sonny drive, leander. 528-2848. 
www.leanderfire.org/communityoutreach
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austin’s #1 home search website

RANCH AT BRUSHY CREEK 
103 N Saddle Ridge Dr 
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-4,079 SQ FT
Listed by Romeo Manzanilla
MLS#  C9553042

VISTA RIDGE OAKS
13406 Vista Oaks Dr
4 BD 3 BA +/-2,844 SQ FT
Listed by Jennifer Mehis
MLS#  C7402511

HORIZON PARK
2013 Angelique Ct
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,204 SQ FT
Listed by Lockie Ealy
MLS#  C4610745

BUTTERCUP CREEK
1226 Red Ranch Cir
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,657 SQ FT
Listed by Drew Griffin
MLS#  C8386529

RANCH AT BRUSHY CREEK
4018 Gloucester Dr
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,294 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Walker
MLS#  C7629219

FOR INSTANT PRICE AND INFO  
EMAIL: mls@realtyaustin.com SUBJECT: (MLS# provided in listing)

RANCH AT CYPRESS CREEK
1501 Star Light Cv
4 BD 2 BA +/-1,951 SQ FT
Listed by Kat Brooks Team
MLS#  C8353146

FOREST OAKS
1200 Peyton Place
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,487 SQ FT
Listed by Tammy Young
MLS#  C6893868

RIDGEWOOD SOUTH
1202 Calistoga Dr
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,653 SQ FT
Listed by Colette Fitzgerald
MLS#  C7922042

Northwest Austin 
Avery Ranch at Parmer – Coming Soon

Downtown       
1209 W 5th St, Suite 300, Austin, TX 78703 

Westlake 
6806 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX 78746

Lake Travis 
2418 RR 620 S, Suite 200, Lakeway, TX 78738

Southwest Austin 
William Cannon at Mopac – Coming Soon

www.realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300
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in September and 
October

Brizo’s 

3404 American Drive, Lago Vista • 519-9429 
www.brizos.net
live music performed Saturday nights

Sept.  22 angelbox 
 29 Club doug 
Oct.  6 Jazzy Blues thang

Cedar Park Farms to Market

Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Austin • 363-6700 
www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com
live music performed Saturdays 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Sept.  22 dim lit daylight 
 29 Ulrich elison  
Oct.  6 Chris and Co. 
            13  the Mighty pelicans 

The Dig Pub

401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • 996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com
live music performed Friday nights

JT’s SportsGrille

200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park  
331-2091 • www.jtsportsgrille.com
live music performed thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays

Sept.  21 the detentions 
             22 Jesse 
             27 Caitie taylor 
             28 the detentions 
  dave Massey     

Hemingway Restaurant & Bar

500 Cypress Creek Rd., Ste. 170, Cedar 
Park • 219.6400 • www.hemingwayrb.com
    

Live 
music

Mouton’s Southern Bistro

309 N. US 183, Leander • 260-6300 
www.moutonsbistro.com
live instrumental piano music performed by 
padraic Smith from 7–9 p.m. the first Friday  
of the month as well as on all other Saturdays. 

The Post Beer Bar 

601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park  
258-2434 • www.thepostbeerbar.com
live music performed 9 p.m.–1 a.m.

Sept.  20 Chrome Wheels 
             27 nCr Band

Reunion Grille

1501 E. New Hope Drive, Cedar Park 
528-5644 • www.reuniongrille.com
live music performed thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights

Sept.  20 Matt Wilson Band 
 21 karl Morgan  
  the Spazmatics 
 22 Brian pounds 
  Cooper Wade 
 27 Matt Wilson Band 
 28 Steve Hamende 
  Check 1 
 29 JJ essen 
  dave Scher trio 
Oct.  5 Sarah pierce 
  the Motts 
 6 Sprung

Rudino’s Pizza & Grinders

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T–150, Cedar 
Park • 260-6636 • www.rudinosaustin.com
live music performed Friday nights with roger 
Smith performing every Friday in october

Sept.  21 ian Wolfe Band

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar  
in Cedar Park

601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, Cedar 
Park • 260-2060 • www.shootersbilliards.net
Sept. 22 overdrive with Shawn austin 
            29  the Crush 
Oct.  6 rambin’ J 
             13 Shawn austin  
            20  Suede 

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar  
in Northwest Austin

11416 N. RR 620, Austin • 401-2060 
www.shootersbillards.net
Sept. 21 Suede 
            28  lC rocks 
Oct.  5 t. Cole Band  
             12 Stooch Band  
            19  the Crush

Sports Fanz Bar & Grill 

700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 206, Cedar
Park • 259-8840 • www.sportsfanzbar.com
live music performed weekend nights

Oct.  13 Jimi Berg Band 
  deWayne davis deluxe Band 
  Blues posse

Shea’s Place

105 W. Willis, Leander • 986-8719
live Music performed by the detentions every 
Saturday from 7–10 p.m.  

Takara Sushi & Asian Bistro

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste., T–140, Cedar 
Park • 528-5449 • www.takaraonline.com
live jazz music performed by J’aiBeaux every 
Friday from 6–9 p.m.

1335 e whitestone - cedar park - 512.528.5449 - takaraonline.com

1890 Ranch Shopping Center

Join us for HAPPY HOUR
Mon-Thurs 4-7pm
& LIVE JAZZ MUSIC

Fridays 6-9pm
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Premium Sedan

$219mo 1

Absolutely Nothing Down!

1-Subaru - Model DAD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect  � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219,  � nal pymt / residual = $13,755.28. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,716. 
Stk# Z7482.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $3,693 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $19,588.05. MSRP $32,645. Stock# V6000. O� ers with approved credit through US Bank until October 1, 2012. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with 
$.25/mi excess charge. †With approved credit through US Bank in lieu of other o� ers, $15.15 per $1,000 borrowed. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan excludes tires. ©2012 
Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark is a registered trademark of Volvo. Pictures for illustration only. volvocars.us. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Advertised � nancing may vary, excludes fees and is available to quali� ed customers.  3-Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali-
� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# A6763 based on MSRP $38,210 with Ice silver metallic paint, 4ET, Exhaust tips, WPS and Premium Plus Pkg.  2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $399 � rst mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,593 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at 
lease end for $19,869. 42 monthly payments of $399. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 
miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 10-1-12.  4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Finan-
cial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 
miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera - Stock# W8165 based on lease sale price $79,586. $6,000 total due at lease inception, 36 monthly payments of $1,179, purchase option/residual at lease end $49,427.25. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 9-30-12.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

Safe + Secure Included

2012 Porsche Panamera 

 $1,179mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$399mo 3

Luxury has Progressed.
»
»
»
»

»
»
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Budgets
Continued from | 1

Sources: Williamson and travis counties

Compared with fiscal year 2012, the city transferred 1.226 cents of the 
overall tax rate from operations and maintenance to interest and sink-
ing, or debt, for its 2013 budget.

porTionS funding debT and operaTionS

Source: City of leander
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Find related stories at impactnews.com. 

Leander ISDKeyword Search

ENTITY RATE (PER $100 VALUATION)

City of austin $0.5029 

austin Community College  $0.0951 

avery ranch road district  $0.1222

blockhouse Mud  $0.866*

City of Cedar park  $0.493501

City of leander  $0.67042*

leander iSd  $1.51187

ranch at Cypress Creek Mud  $0.7065*

round rock iSd  $1.38

Travis County  $0.4855*

Village of Volente  $0.1215* 

Williamson County $0.489029

Williamson-Travis WCid no. 1    $0.657*

* Indicates proposed rates at the time of publication. Other rates were 
adopted in fall 2012. 

Though school districts and cities make up a large por-
tion of a property tax bill, other rates may apply to cer-
tain locations. Refer to the county appraisal district for 
more information about individual properties and their 
specific taxing entities. This list is not comprehensive. 

2013 Cedar Park Budget

The City of Cedar Park added 11 new positions to the fiscal year 2013 budget. Public safety comprises 
nearly half of general fund expenditures, while City Council and tourism make up the smallest portion. 

general fund expenSeS by deparTMenT

Source: City of Cedar park

Field operations
9.1%

General 
non-development

4.5%

City Council
0.2%

Tourism
0.3%

emergency 
management
0.4%

economic 
development
3.7%

engineering
2.6%

Finance
2.4%

Municipal court
1.5%

Legal services
1.5%

City manager
1.5%

Community affairs
0.7%

City secretary
0.4%

neW poSiTionS

Information 
technology
3.1%

Human resources
1.5%

Development 
services
4.4%

Parks and 
recreation
9.0%

Public safety
•	 evidence technician
•	 logistics coordinator
•	 911 call taker
•	 animal control officer

Parks and recreation
•	 athletic program 

coordinator
•	 part-time recreation 

assistant

Development services
•	 Geographic database 

manager
•	 Building inspector 

Library
•	 library generalist

Information technology
•	 Systems administrator 

Human resources
•	 assistant director of 

human resources and 
risk management

Fire
20.3%

Police
29.4%

Library
3.4%

City of leander  tax rates loCal taxes and rates

instructional coaches now fill the 
role of the recently eliminated cam-
pus technology instructor posi-
tion—one example of how employ-
ees districtwide compensate for 
budget cuts, she said. 

“I wouldn’t say that what we’ve 
been able to accomplish with the 
budget isn’t without cost,” she said.

The 2012–13 budget also focuses 
on leveraging existing resources 
by allowing students to bring their 
own technology to school.

“That can relieve the system 
somewhat because some children 
already own these devices,” Skov-
iera said. “So by being able to use 
what we can, we can hopefully focus 
the resources we need on those who 
don’t have resources.”

Despite cutbacks, LISD added 
140.75 new positions at a cost of 
approximately $6.5 million. 

City of Cedar Park 
The creation of 11 new positions 

highlights the $102.2 million Cedar 
Park operating budget, supported 
by a property tax rate of $0.493501 
per $100 valuation. Assistant City 
Manager Josh Selleck said the city 
was able to create new positions 
under a steady tax rate for three rea-
sons: the acquisition of new prop-
erty within the city limits through 
annexation and new construction, a 
slight increase in existing property 
values, and positive sales tax figures. 

“We are really beginning to 
gain momentum in terms of sales 
tax, mostly related to projects we 
have incentivized with our eco-
nomic development program,” he 
said. “Our economic development 
department, over many years, has 
worked at bringing in new retail 
opportunities and building a com-
mercial portion of our city that 
really helps to offset the tax burden 
on our residential taxpayers.”

The new staff positions accom-
pany the city’s growth, especially in 
the police budget, which expanded 
by 15 percent to add four positions 
and a fleet of up to 15 take-home 
police cars, as well as funds for new 
side firearms and Tasers.

Selleck said the positive sales tax 
numbers, combined with funds 
acquired when the Cypress Can-
yon and Deer Creek neighborhoods 
were annexed, allowed the city 
to avoid some large public safety 
expenses in the 2013 budget. City 
Council amended the budget in 
order to purchase a new fire engine 
and a safety dispatch system that 
could have otherwise affected the 
tax rate. 

“We were able to take care of 

some of those big one-time needs 
through money that came in 
through the annexations and other 
revenues that came in higher than 
anticipated,” he said. “We are fortu-
nate enough to have that opportu-
nity, and those are the things we do 
to mitigate the potential increase to 
the tax rate.”

City of Leander
Growth also helped the City of 

Leander maintain a stable tax rate 
of $0.67042 per $100 valuation—set 
for final approval Sept. 20—which 
supports the $61.4 million operat-
ing budget. The city experienced 
a 7.6 percent tax base increase—
about half of which came from new 
construction and half because of 
increases in commercial and nonres-
idential property values. However, 
existing homestead values dropped 
1 percent–2 percent, Finance Direc-
tor Robert Powers said. 

“Even though those went down, 
we had enough growth in new con-
struction and commercial values to 
make up for a slight decrease in aver-
age home values,” he said. “It enabled 
the city to keep a stable tax rate and 
utility rate compared to last year.” 

For Leander to maintain its 
unchanged tax and utility rates in 
the near future, the city must reach 
certain growth benchmarks. Tax 
base growth takes into account 
property values and new construc-
tion, while utility rates are deter-
mined by the amount of commer-
cial and residential water usage. 

“If the tax base grows 5 percent a 
year, which for Leander is a moder-
ate year, plus what we have in place 
with sharing some of the opera-
tions budget over to the debt side, 

there shouldn’t be any need to raise 
taxes [while we] maintain existing 
services,” Powers said. “Our rate 
modeling predicts less than a 1 per-
cent–2 percent increase in water 
rates over the next three years if we 
achieve at least 7.5 percent annual 
growth. If growth is around 3.5 
percent annually, then it is possible 
we would need to increase water 
rates next year by 5 percent.” 

Leander shifted about $200,000 
from the general operating 

fund—equal to 1.2 cents of the over-
all tax rate—to the debt service fund 
and also refinanced some of its debt 
in order to maintain a stable tax rate 
during the next several years. 

“We’ve lowered our debt pay-
ments almost a million dollars a 
year over the next six years, and 
that will keep us from having to 
raise the tax rate or severely cut 
back on existing services,” Powers 
said, adding that City Council has 
the authority to set the tax rate. 

The city could hold a bond elec-
tion in the next few years, depending 
on staff, City Council and resident 
input, Powers said. City staff mem-
bers have already identified several 
unfunded future needs, such as 
personnel positions in public safety 
and human resources, street mainte-
nance and city baseball fields at Ben-
brook Ranch Park.

* Set for final approval Sept. 20
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1  Annual Percentage Rate. 2 For qualified borrowers. Interest accrued immediately.
 Limited time offer. Existing Amplify balances are excluded from this offer. All
 loan rates and terms based on creditworthiness and type of collateral.

 1 SCAN the QR code
 2 CLICK goamplify.com/savetoday
 3 CALL 512-836-5901 | 800-237-5087
 4 VISIT goamplify.com/locations

DISCOVER YOUR SAVINGS INSTANTLY 

F I G H T
CANCER

Ken Farrington panicked when he was diagnosed with prostate cancer, but his physician at Texas Oncology took the time to explain everything thoroughly. 

“He and his team alleviated my fears almost instantly.” Texas Oncology’s comprehensive care approach helped to relieve his anxiety as well. “Being able to get 

lab work done and then go straight to the doctor makes the process so much better. I would recommend them to anyone.” Today, Ken is feeling great and still 

stops by Texas Oncology to visit and bring treats.  

“Texas Oncology really goes above and beyond.” 

Ken Farrington, prostate cancer patient

Comprehensive cancer care is available right here in Central Texas.

AUSTIN  •  CEDAR PARK  •  KILLEEN  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.
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Avery Ranch
Continued from | 1 Four corners of Avery Ranch

The commercial center of the Avery Ranch 
neighborhood was carved out by developers 

as a way to help residents access basic 
services and entertainment close to 

home. The final retail phase on 
the intersection’s southeast 

corner are now under 
construction.
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Lease pending

Tutti Frutti Frozen Yogurt

Tony C’s Pizza & Wine Bar

Kidspa Austin

Challenger Preschool

The League Kitchen & Tavern

Avery Ranch Dance & Yoga

Lease pending

Realty Austin 

Challenger elementary School

Source: StoneCrest investments

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Avery Ranch Spring Houseor

183A
Toll

45
Toll

183

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Lakeline Blvd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Parmer Ln.

high technology

Same day appointments
Saturday Walk-In clinic 8:00am-10:30am

500 W. Whitestone Blvd, Suite 100 - Cedar Park, Texas 78613

512.250.3900 www.nwdclinic.com

Stephen Bodi, PA-CMichael Bogdanovich, MD Wilson Cochrane, PA-CChristine Eady, DO Danielle Key, PA-C

Where
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meets
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R
d.

183

11 Time Masters Clock & Watch Repair
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said. The area has been particularly attrac-
tive to retailers, Marshall said, because it 
has been so underserved and because of 
Avery Ranch residents’ broad income base, 
as houses typically range between $200,000 
and $800,000.

“Like any good retail developer will tell 
you, we basically chase the rooftops,” he 
said. “So we carved out those four corners 
specifically for commercial use.”

Location, location
The Avery Ranch brand is catching the 

attention of business owners from some of 
Austin’s premier commercial corridors.

Owner Tony Ciola has been working with 
StoneCrest the past two years to bring Tony 
C’s to Avery Ranch, he said. The modern 
Italian restaurant already has one location 
in Lakeway, but the large number of affluent 
technology sector employees in North Aus-
tin makes the area ideal for the higher-end 
restaurant, Ciola said. 

“We do a great job of looking at demo-
graphic studies, and there’s a lot of similarities 
between Lakeway and Avery Ranch—only 
Avery Ranch features a lot more people in a 
much more condensed area,” he said. “Tony C’s 
will bring an urban feel to a suburban setting.”

Tony C’s will open by late November, he said.
The new retail center in February will also 

become the second home for The League 
Kitchen & Tavern, a concept Ciola created 
with business partner Creed Ford. Ciola 
said they chose The Shops at Avery Ranch 
because it is easily accessible to residents 
traveling north on Parmer Lane on their 
way home from work.

And sometimes such conveniences make all 
the difference between business success and 
failure, said Joe Harper, Texas State University 
Small Business Development Center executive 
director. Ease of access aside, Harper stresses 
the need for research before small-business 
owners settle on any given site.

“It’s all about being accessible to your pri-
mary target market,” Harper said. “Once you 
define the market you’re targeting, then look 
at the geography and position yourself in the 
pathway of the buyer. That’s why location 
becomes so important.”

Residential demand also works in his favor.
“I’m pretty happy with what we have,” said 

Steve Roebuck, Avery Ranch Homeowners 
Association president, ‘’but more restau-
rants would be nice.”

Shop hyperlocal
By creating what Marshall called a major 

neighborhood center for Avery Ranch, 
residents often can remain in their own 
neighborhood for goods and services. Dr. 
Elizabeth Lowery took notice of the area’s 
potential while driving to work, and by 2005 
she had her own dental practice open in the 
Plaza at Avery Ranch.

“It was not as developed at that time … 
and I thought it would be a good place to 

look over 
and see that 
there’s a dentist,” 
Lowery said. “It had 
schools, businesses, lots of rooftops. It just 
seemed to have all the things you look for 
when you decide to open a business.”

The location proved potent as Lowery, an 
Avery Ranch resident since 2008, was forced 
to relocate in June across Parmer Lane in a 
new, much larger stand-alone structure. 

“I think there’s a lot of pride in the com-
munity,” Lowery said. “People care about the 
neighborhood and tend to stay local.”

In fact, the HOA offers programs designed 
to entertain Avery Ranch residents without 
leaving the neighborhood, Roebuck said, 

particularly during the holidays.
There were comparatively fewer 

residents when Barry Boes opened 
Waterloo Ice House Avery Ranch nearly 

six years ago. But, as the area grows near 
capacity, residents will not hesitate to drive 
a little farther for the best option, he said.

“There’s a lot of places around now,” Boes 
said. “Most people won’t mind driving three 
minutes versus one minute away.”

That is only a testament to Avery Ranch’s 
development success, Marshall said, since 
work first began on the master plan com-
munity in the late 1990s.

“Fast forward to today, 14 years later, and 
we’re starting to see the benefits of a lot of 
good, hard work,” he said.
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A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori

Cedar Park Montessori

Toddler, Pre-K, 
Private Elementary (K – 6th grade)

Now enrolling ages 18 months – 12 years 
for 2012–13–14 academic years and 2013 summer programs

Your child could be ready for advanced and gifted 
grade-level courses by Kindergarten!
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with the Edwards Aquifer will help ensure 
a healthy future for our community and the 
plants and animals that depend upon the 
Edwards Aquifer.”

Opposition
County officials expressed opposition to 

USFWS’s proposal. Several entities, includ-
ing the Commissioners Court, the George-
town and Leander school districts, and the 
cities of Georgetown, Round Rock, Cedar 
Park and Leander have approved resolu-
tions against the listing.

U.S. Rep. John Carter, R-District 31, has 
also voiced his dissent and even introduced  
legislation July 26 that would delay the listing.

 The Williamson County Conservation 
Foundation has been the scientific arm of 
the opposition and allocated approximately 
$650,000 for research into the salamanders’ 
habits and habitats. Southwestern Univer-
sity professor Ben Pierce and his team are 
also two-and-a-half years into a five-year 
study. SWCA Environmental Consultants of 
Austin have also contributed research.

Pierce’s research on the Georgetown sala-
mander shows the amphibians live in water 
and migrate very little. Despite concerns of 
how construction affects the species, sala-
mander populations have been found in 
small bodies of water near development, 
including underneath a Toll 45 bridge. 
Covey said she believes the evidence proves 
the salamanders are not threatened.

“We believe fully that when the science is 
really viewed in the process ... that the ser-
vice would definitely not list the salaman-
ders,” she said.

U.S. Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., House 
Committee on Natural Resources chairman, 
inspected a salamander population at Avery 
Ranch Spring Sept. 5 and concluded what 
scientific research had been done did not 

Salamanders
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Jan. 9, 2012
The Center for Biological 
Diversity and Save our 
Springs Alliance file notice 
of intent for emergency 
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May 2012
Williamson County 
commissioners request 
delay of listing until 
at least July 31

Aug. 21, 2012
The u.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service makes 
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Sept. 5, 2012
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Aug. 21, 2013
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The Georgetown and 
Jollyville salamanders are 
concentrated in Williamson 
County. Their habitats are 
located within the edwards 
Aquifer recharge and 
contributing zones, where 
water runoff feeds into the 
edwards Aquifer. officials 
are worried listing the 
creatures as endangered 
species could slow 
development.
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contributing zone

Georgetown

Jollyville Plateau

support listing the salamanders.
“In many cases, there is not enough sci-

entific work behind the species. We want to 
make sure we protect them the right way, 
with the right evidence,” he said.

Other research done by the Texas Sala-
mander Coalition, a nonprofit formed to 
represent landowners if the salamanders are 
listed, suggests the Jollyville Plateau, George-
town and Salado salamanders are one species. 
Based on DNA evidence, researchers funded 
by TSC concluded the three species are the 
same despite different physical attributes. 

If the salamanders are only one species, 
their combined numbers could be enough 
to keep them off the endangered list and 
render their designated critical habitats 
unnecessary. TSC is requesting an inde-
pendent study with researchers outside 
Texas to verify its findings.

Approximately 450 county residents also 
attended a public forum held by USFWS  
Sept. 5 to include their opposition to the list-
ing, voicing concerns that it would raise tax 
rates and infringe on private property rights.

“What began as a law to protect the bald 
eagle has morphed into an antidevelop-
ment device,” county land and business 
owner David Wolf said of the Endangered 
Species Act.

Supporting the salamanders
On the other side of the debate, USFWS 

claims “the most significant threat to the 
four salamander species appears to be 
the degradation of habitat in the form of 
reduced water quality and quantity and 
disturbance of spring sites,” according to 
information on its website. Recent drought 
conditions and increased construction are 
allegedly shrinking the salamanders’ habi-
tat sites, USFWS said.

“[There are] concerns that in certain areas 
of the species’ range that water withdrawn 
out of the aquifer would reduce the amount 
of spring habitat for the species and also 

diminish the quality of some of the aquifer 
habitat of the species, too,” Zerrenner said.

Other concerns include possible pol-
lutants, byproducts and waste from con-
struction sites.

“Construction within a watershed could 
impact sensitive features within the water-
shed that could serve as recharge areas for 
the aquifer,” Zerrenner said. “Additionally, 
the development could cause pollution to go 
into the aquifer and the springs that would 
potentially be bad for the species.”

Development restrictions
The center of the issue for Williamson 

County lies with development restrictions 
that would be imposed if USFWS success-
fully designates critical habitats, defined 
as areas essential for the protection of a 
threatened species. When an area is desig-
nated, any construction must be reviewed 
to determine if it would harm the protected 
species before any development can begin. 

Despite USFWS’s claims about the impact 
of construction on water quality, Birkman 
said the evidence does not add up.

“The presumption is that if you have 
growth, you have poor water quality, and 
poor water quality kills salamanders,” Birk-
man said. “What we’ve been trying to do is 
to actually test that science to see if that’s true, 
and so far, our science has said that’s not true.” 

A final decision on the listing will be 
made by Aug. 22, 2013. USFWS is accept-
ing public comment on the listing until 
Oct. 22. For more information, visit                        
www.fws.org/southwest.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family
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Now accepting new patients
INTRODUCING 
Kory Williams, DPM
Podiatry

Dr. Kory Williams provides podiatric 
services at Scott & White Clinic - Leander.

Dr. Williams diagnoses and treats 
conditions affecting the foot, ankle and 
structures of the leg. He is a member  
of the American College of Foot and  
Ankle Surgeons.

INTRODUCING 
Sara Skolnick, MD
Ob/Gyn

Dr. Sara Skolnick provides ob/gyn services 
at Scott & White Clinic - Leander.

Dr. Skolnick offers a range of services, 
including pre-natal check-ups, infertility 
evaluations and yearly well-woman exams.  
She is a member of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 

For an appointment, please call:

512-260-4900 @SWHealthRR

Get to know our physicians at sw.org

New HopeDr.

CEDAR PARK 
CENTER

183A
TOLL

S. Block House Dr.

love
Come for Happy Hour

512-402-5355
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neWS UpdateS

By Emilie Boenig
Cedar Park city officials have no avail-

able recourse following the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s ruling that 48,932 people lived 
within the city limits in April 2010. The 
city challenged census findings in August 
2011, claiming to have 54,279 residents. 

The Census Bureau discovered an error 
in the original population count of 48,937. 
According to the Census Bureau’s May 
report, five people were miscounted as 
Cedar Park residents and should have 
instead been included in Leander’s popu-
lation. Cedar Park spokeswoman Jennie 
Huerta said the result will not change the 
city’s plans or internal resident tally. 

“The 2010 census’ discrepancy does not 
affect planning for our city’s continued 
rapid growth,” she said. “We will stay on 
course with our comprehensive plan-
ning process, as we project the city and 
its [extraterritorial jurisdiction] will be 
built out with a total population of about 
100,000 within the next 10 years.”

The city expected the official census 
population to total at least 50,000, which 
is often a benchmark for economic 
development and transportation initia-
tives. Many retail businesses and restau-
rants base their locations on population, 

By Emilie Boenig
Changes are coming to the City of 

Leander’s official website after City 
Council approved up to $27,000 for an 
online upgrade. 

“The common complaint is it’s just 
hard to find things,” City Manager Kent 
Cagle said. “While we want to have a lot 
of information on there, we don’t want 
it to be so much that people can’t find 
what they are looking for. That’s really 
the main thing, is to be much more user-
friendly and transparent and make it 
a real tool for our residents.” 

The new website should be 
online by the middle of 2013, 
he said. But staff must first find 
a company to design the site, 
and council must approve the 
proposal. 

“There are a number of firms 
out there that specialize in 
municipal websites,” Cagle 
said. 

The company hired to 
build the new site will work 
with staff to assess the needs 
of each department. Cagle 
said he expects 
that process to take 

several months. 
“Something that is also going to be 

really important to us is that the new site 
is pretty easy for all of our departments 
to update,” he said. “Each individual 
department will be responsible for their 
own portion of the website.”

Funds for the new website were 
approved with the budget Sept. 6.

City of Leander website to receive redesign
Council OKs $27,000 in budget to make site more user-friendly

Cedar Park’s population appeal denied 
U.S. Census Bureau rules city had 48,932 residents in 2010

per-capita income and disposable 
incomes, Economic Development Direc-
tor Phil Brewer said. 

Despite not reaching an official popula-
tion of 50,000 or more, the city budget 
affords takeover of traffic signal mainte-
nance on some roadways within the city 
limits, including US 183, Parmer Lane 
and FM 1431, currently operated by the 
Texas Department of Transportation.

“[It] would give us the ability to control 
traffic signal timing and respond to flash-
ing signals and other signal emergencies, 
thereby improving traffic flow in our fast-
growing community,” Huerta said. 

City’s 2012 population projection
59,776

48,937
original 2010 census count

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000

48,932
Revised 2010 census count

54,279
City’s 2010 internal population tally

POPULATION
Cedar Park’s

BACKED BY CADILLAC SHIELD Enjoy the most comprehensive suite of owner benefits 
offered by any luxury automaker. Cadillac Shield offers impressive benefits like Premium Care 
Maintenance that covers routine oil changes, tire rotations and thorough multipoint vehicle 
inspections for 4 years or 50,000 miles,1 Remote Vehicle Diagnostics,2 mobile apps, and more. 
Whether you choose the exhilarating CTS Sport Sedan or the stunning SRX Luxury Collection 
Crossover, the ultimate ownership experience awaits.
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1WHICHEVER COMES FIRST. GO TO CADILLAC.COM/PREMIUMCARE FOR DETAILS.     2REQUIRES 
ONSTAR SUBSCRIPTION, WHICH IS STANDARD FOR 1 YEAR.  VISIT ONSTAR.COM FOR DETAILS AND 
SYSTEM LIMITATIONS.     3MONTHLY PAYMENT IS $16.67 FOR EVERY $1,000 FINANCED.  EXAMPLE 
DOWN PAYMENTS; 28.5%  FOR CTS, 37% FOR SRX.  NOT AVAILABLE WITH SOME OTHER OFFERS.  
TAKE DELIVERY BY 9/04/12.  SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. ©2012 GENERAL MOTORS. ALL RIGHTS 
RESERVED. CADILLAC®, CTS® SRX®

VI S I T  C OVERT  C A D I L L A C  TO D AY.
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APR3 For qualif ied buyers

10/31/12

5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150 (near Sam’s Club)

Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Men’s Dijon Women’s Harajuku

Women’s Lombok

Check out new
fall arrivals

at Karavel Shoes!

10000 RESEARCH BLVD (IN THE ARBORETUM) 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78759

512.345.5600 | WWW.ESTANCIACHURRASCARIA.COM

Austin’s First Authentic Brazilian Steakhouse offering a dining 
experience rich in the culture and fl avors of Southern Brazil.

Open for Lunch and Dinner
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neWS report

Cedar Park, Leander exchange donations to area nonprofit groups for services

$10K

$20K

$30K

$40K

$50K

$0KM
o

n
ey

 c
o

n
tr

ib
u

te
d

 b
y 

ci
ti

es

Williamson County 
Children’s Advocacy Center

Williamson-Burnet County 
Opportunities Inc.

Envision Central Texas Literacy Council           
of Williamson County

Faith in Action     
Caregivers

Treasure of the Hills Williamson County & 
Cities Health District

Leander Chamber                
of Commerce

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

Hope Alliance

Cedar Park LeanderNONPROFIT CONTRIBUTIONS BY CITY

Cedar Park and Leander city officials at least once each year review which nonprofit groups receive taxpayer money and what services the organizations provide in exchange for 
donations. Below is a comprehensive rundown of how much each city contributed to each organization during the past five years. Funding amounts vary by year depending on needs.

Williamson County 
Children’s Advocacy 

Center, which 
provides Williamson 

County children 
with a safe setting 

to report abuse 
and recover from 
emotional trauma, 

is one of three 
organizations to 

receive contributions 
from both cities each 
of the past five years.

Another recipient 
from both cities, 

Williamson-Burnet 
County Opportunities 
Inc., operates Meals on 
Wheels, which provides 

hot delivered meals to the 
needy, affordable senior 
housing; including the 

Cedar Ridge Apartments 
in Leander; and Head 

Start, a comprehensive 
child and family 

development program.

 The money paid 
toward Envision 
Central Texas is 

more of a membership 
fee than a grant, 

Leander City Manager 
Kent Cagle said. The 
group, established 
in 2002, promotes 
new urbanism and 

different, more 
sustainable ways to 
develop and reduce 

sprawl, he said.

 Literacy Council 
of Williamson 

County, founded 
in 1985, hosts GeD 
education programs 

and initiatives 
that address adult 
literacy for Cedar 
Park residents. 

Texas ranks 47th 
out of 50 states 

in english literacy 
rates, according to 

the group’s website. 

Hope Alliance for one 
year received money 
from Cedar Park for 
its prevention and 

response programs 
related to domestic 
violence and sexual 
assault. The group 
initially started in 

1984 as a rape crisis 
center. They claim 
to serve more than 
5,000 clients each 

year.

Faith in Action 
Caregivers is a 

group that provides 
transportation 
to Cedar Park 

residents older 
than 65 at $14.29 

per ride for the city. 
The organization 
also assists the 
elderly through 
referrals, home 
visits and small 
home repairs.

Treasure of 
the Hills, 408 

Ridgewood Drive, 
is a senior center 

within Cedar Park. 
It serves adults age 

50 and older.

Leander annually 
contributes to the 

Williamson County 
& Cities Health 
District, which 

provides public health 
services as part of a 
regional cooperation 

among county 
cities. The district 
was known as the 
Williamson County 
Health Department 

until 1989.

The city also pays the 
Leander Chamber 
of Commerce in 

exchange for sending 
out packets to potential 

new residents and 
businesses. It also 
serves as the front 

door and face of the 
community, Cagle said. 
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Recent rainfall and warm tempera-
tures have brought back an all too 
familiar worry for Texans. Swarms of 
mosquitoes are not only threatening 
itchy bites, but also infection of the 
West Nile virus.

West Nile grabbed national atten-
tion in the 2000s when thousands 
of cases were reported throughout 
the United States. In 2002, the virus 
first appeared in Texas, killing 13 
people in the state and 284 nation-
wide, according to reports from the 
U.S. Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention. While West Nile–related 
deaths haven't stopped since then, 
fewer have been reported, with 
numbers dropping to 43 nationally in 
2011, including two in Texas.

This year is set to be the state's 
worst for West Nile, with the Depart-
ment of State Health Services report-
ing 733 confirmed cases and 30 
deaths as of Sept. 4.

“We anticipate we’ll outpace 2003, 
and that was our worst year in num-
ber of cases,” DSHS spokeswoman 
Christine Mann said.

One death, a female in her 90s, has 
been reported in Williamson County. 
Five cases of West Nile fever and six 
cases of West Nile neuroinvasive 
disease were confirmed by Sept. 4, 
according to DSHS. Before 2012, 
only five cases of West Nile had been 
reported in the county since 2002, the 
Williamson County and Cities Health 

West Nile virus found in Texas and WilCo
Experts: Number of cases in 2012 expected to break state record

neWS report

By Korri Kezar
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District said.
“To give you an idea, from 2002 to 

2007, we had five cases reported total, 
and no cases reported from 2007 up 
to now,” WCCHD Communications 
Director Marcus Cooper said. “In my 
discussions with some of our experts, 
that doesn’t mean there weren’t West 
Nile cases in that time period, but 
they might not have been reported or 
may not have been diagnosed.”

While all age groups are at risk of 
developing the virus, the very young 
and elderly are most susceptible to 
developing complications from West 
Nile, Cooper said. A person’s immune 
system is a major factor in what he or 
she will experience.

If infected, eight out of 10 patients 
will not experience any symptoms, 
WCCHD said. Others may develop 
West Nile fever, marked with flu-like 
symptoms such as neck stiffness, 
headaches and muscle fatigue.

West Nile neuroinvasive disease, 
or WNND, which will affect one in 
150 cases, is a more serious concern. 
WNND patients can develop cen-
tral nervous system diseases such 
as meningitis or encephalitis, and                 
10 percent of cases are fatal. Those 
who survive typically battle lifelong 
nervous system problems. In 2011, 
DSHS reported 20 cases of WNND, 
two of which were fatal, and 497 cases 
have been reported in Texas so far 
this year.

Figuring out why the virus is infect-
ing large numbers again has not been 
easy, Cooper said.

West Nile is a yearlong threat; how-
ever, case numbers typically peak in 
the hottest months, July and August, 
around the time birds begin their 
autumn migrations. One theory is that 
when the birds leave, mosquitoes turn 
their attention to humans, causing 
more contact, Cooper said.

He also suggested water left stand-
ing after the region’s July rainfall 
could also have encouraged larvae 
hatchings and larger mosquito popula-
tions. 

Even urban developments, which 
increase the number of people mos-
quitoes can target in an area, are being 
investigated as possible reasons for the 
peak case numbers.

“They’re still trying to determine 
whether the changes in the weather 
conditions have impacted the growth 
and dispersal of mosquito gestation 
areas, the migration of birds in com-
bination with the dry weather and 
whether standing water in flower pots, 
overturned tires and other types of 
man-made, urban pockets have created 
a situation where more mosquitoes are 
turning towards humans as opposed to 
other animals they could feed off of,” 
Cooper said. “There are no hard facts 
right now, but [scientists] consider all of 
those factors.”

What is West Nile Virus?
West nile is a virus that infects humans and is spread by mosquito bites.

What are the symptoms?
Those infected with West nile typically experience sickness similar 
to the flu, though symptoms can include high fever, muscle weak-
ness, headache, rashes, stiff neck, disorientation, convulsions, 
paralysis and coma.

What should i do if i suspect i haVe West Nile?
Seek medical attention immediately. If your doctor believes you could 
have West nile, a blood test can confirm the diagnosis. Treatment will 
be more effective the sooner West nile is diagnosed.

hoW caN it be preVeNted?
The Williamson County and Cities Health District offers these tips to 
prevent contracting West nile:

•	 eliminate standing water in wheelbarrows, rain gutters, 
buckets, plastic covers, toys or any other container where 
mosquitoes can breed.

•	 empty and change the water in pet drinking bowls, bird baths, 
fountains, wading pools, rain barrels and potted plant trays 
every four to five days to destroy potential mosquito habitats.

•	 Drain or fill temporary pools of water with dirt.

•	 Keep swimming pool water treated and circulating.

•	 Clean out rain gutters.

•	 Remove discarded tires or keep them dry and covered. 

•	 Add an aerator to ponds and water gardens, or add fish that will 
eat mosquitoes and larvae.  

•	 Remove debris from ditches and low areas.

•	 Fill in ruts and holes that collect standing water.

Bug sprays containing DeeT offer the best protection for bare skin, 
while permethrin, a chemical used in insecticides, is more effective on 
clothing. Sprays with picaridin, lemon oil eucalyptus and IR3535 can also 
be used.

Areas with stagnant water, including abandoned lots, should 
be reported to the WCCHD’s environmental Health Ser-
vices by calling 943-3620 or the Williamson County Constable                                                        
Precinct 3 environmental enforcement Services at 943-3317.

Where caN i fiNd more iNformatioN?
For more tips and statistics, visit WCCHD online at www.wcchd.org     
or the Department of State Health Services at www.dshs.state.tx.us.

Courtesy Williamson County and Cities Health District
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this little barrel can help you save
water + money

now we’re offering you big savings 
on a 50-gallon rain barrel
that = one great deal

order your rain barrel for a deeply discounted 
price of $58 now through october 15, 2012

details at cedarparktexas.gov

how much can you save?

Cedar P
ark 

Conse
rve

s F
air 

Oct. 2
0th

Cedar Park’s local source 

for games and comics!

Weekly gaming events, including “Friday Night Magic” and the 

“Dark Secrets” Warmachine/Hordes league.

Go to www.tenthplanetstore.com for location and hours.

506-8500Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/TenthPlanetGames or on Twitter @10thPlanetGames

Bringing You a Brand New World of Games and Comics!
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Economic Development Committee 
forms under Mayor Chris Fielder

Led by Mayor Chris 
Fielder, the City of 
Leander on Sept. 6 
approved reorganizing 
its Economic Develop-
ment Committee to 
include members of the 
public. Fielder said the 
city will accept applica-
tions for the committee during the next 
few weeks. Members will enact marketing 
and outreach plans to entice and support 
economic endeavors. 

Commissioners approve 2012–13 budget and tax rate
The Williamson County Commission-

ers Court approved the county’s 2012–13 
budget and tax rates during its meeting 
Aug. 28.

A total budget of $216.3 million was 
approved and includes $129.4 million in 
the general fund, $18.7 million in the road 
and bridge fund, and $68.2 million in the 
debt service fund.

“We will have to balance the budget 
using our cash reserve, and we’ll need 
to use $5.8 million from the combined 
three reserves,” Budget Officer Ashlie 
Blaylock said.

The budget includes a 3 percent raise for 
elected officials and a 4 percent merit raise 

for county employees. County Judge Dan 
Gattis told the court that not all employ-
ees will receive a raise, though some could 
see a bump of up to 5 percent.

Following budget considerations, 
county taxes were set at 48.9029 cents per 
$100 of property valuation. 

The rate’s breakdown includes 28.1529 
cents for maintenance and operations, 4 
cents for road and bridge funds, and 16.75 
cents for debt service. The rate is pre-
dicted to bring in more than $210 million 
in revenue.

“The numbers were actually a little 
higher than anticipated previously,” Blay-
lock said.

CitY and CoUntY Compiled by Joe Lanane, Emilie Boenig, Beth Wade and Korri Kezar

Council recognizes area nonprofits 
The Leander City Council on Sept. 6 

approved a measure to highlight a different 
local nonprofit every other month, starting 
with Hill Country Community Ministries 
in September. Mayor Pro Tem Michelle 
Cantwell, who led the initiative, said the 
goal is to raise citizens’ awareness among 
those who would use and support selected 
nonprofit organizations. The Greater Lean-
der Chamber of Commerce will participate 
by accepting nonperishable food donations 
at its office, 200 N. Brushy St., Leander.

WilCo ranks third in job growth
Williamson County earned the       

No. 3 slot nationally on CNN Money’s 
“Where the jobs are” list released in late 
August. The county’s job growth from 
2000–11 was 73.8 percent, according to 
the listing, which also cited strong com-
pany incentives and low property taxes.

“The rapid development of nearby 
Austin has spurred the growth of so-
called ‘super suburbs’ like Williamson 
County’s Round Rock and Cedar Park, 
where affordable housing, cultural 
offerings and numerous parks and 
trails win points with young families,” 
CNN Money said.

Approved development agreement ensures Costco, other retail arrives by end of 2014

Cedar Park

Williamson County

Leander

Lisa (left) and Glenn Morris (far right) unveil the new plaque that 
will hang outside the Army Spc. Matthew Troy Morris Post office 
building while u.S. Rep John Carter, R-District 31, (second from 
left) and Cedar Park Postmaster Antonio Gracia look on.
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Chris Fielder

Post office renamed 
after slain soldier 

Cedar Park honored one of 
its fallen heroes Sept. 7 when 
it officially dedicated the city’s 
post office in honor of Army 
Spc. Matthew Troy Morris.

Morris was killed April 6, 
2008, when his vehicle struck a 
roadside bomb in Balad, Iraq. 
The Cedar Park High School 
graduate enlisted in Decem-
ber 2005 and garnered several 
awards throughout his service, 
including the Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart.

U.S. Rep. John Carter, R-Dis-
trict 31, who sponsored the bill 
passed by Congress and signed 
by President Barack Obama 
to rename the post office, was 
joined by Morris’ parents, 
Glenn and Lisa, and Cedar Park 
Councilman Mitch Fuller to 
unveil the new plaque that will 
be showcased outside the post 
office building. 

Fuller reminded the public 
that Morris is recognized twice 
throughout the city—not only 
at the post office but also at the 
Cedar Park Veterans Memorial 
site.

  Cedar Park City Council
450 Cypress Creek road, Cedar park
401-5000

Sept. 27 and Oct. 11, 6:30 p.m      
the Cedar park City Council meets 
on the second and fourth thursday               
of each month.

  Leander City Council
200 W. Willis St., leander
259-1239

Sept. 20 and Oct. 4, 7 p.m.
the leander City Council meets on the 
first and third thursday of each month.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org 

Meetings are every tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

Public Meetings

Costco is scheduled to open in Cedar 
Park by the end of 2014 because of a 
$6 million development agreement 
approved Sept. 6 by City Council.

The warehouse membership club 
chain, Cedar Park Town Center LP and 
city officials collectively agreed to split 
sales tax and property tax collections 
up to the next 15 years—or $6 million, 
whichever occurs first—in exchange 

for Costco building a new store at the 
northwest corner of Toll 183A and FM 
1431.

The new 153,700-square-foot store 
will occupy 16 acres and accumulate 
approximately $18 million in taxable 
value. Costco will also anchor and help 
develop the remaining 33 acres, while an 
additional 200,000 square feet—or $20 
million worth—of retail, restaurant and 

office space is planned in the area.
In exchange, developers must make    

$1.33 million in infrastructure improve-
ments in order to receive 25 percent of 
all sales tax made from the project—
excluding the 1 cent sales tax set aside 
for the 4A and 4B economic develop-
ment corporations—and 20 percent of all 
property taxes during the next 15 years 
or until $6 million is redeemed.

Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 
CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser
$295Starting at

WE ALSO TREAT 
BUNIONS

HAMMERTOES 
WARTS 

FRACTURES

Full Service 
Foot and 

Ankle Care
AFFORDABLE LANDSCAPING DESIGN

Custom Water Features

Landscape Lighting

Patios, Pergolas and 
Planting Beds

Irrigation System and 
Installation Repair

512-567-8779
BUSBYLANDSCAPES@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUSBYLANDSCAPES.COMIrrigation License #18101

WE ARE YOUR ONE-STOP 
SOLUTION FOR ALL OF 

YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
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Pilot Knob vineyard owner Craig Pinkley serves five 
types of wine at the Bertram venue, which opened its 
tasting room in June 2011. 

Texas wine industry grows
Nearby vineyards, wineries use local grapes

Texas is the fifth-largest wine-pro-
ducing state in the nation, accord-
ing to the Texas Department of 

Agriculture. With more than 220 winer-
ies—compared to 46 a decade ago—the 
Texas wine industry is growing. 

Craig Pinkley and his wife, Beth, are 
part of the trend. In June 2011, they 
opened the Pilot Knob Vineyard wine 
tasting room about 20 miles north of 
Leander. The venue—with wood floors, 
high ceilings and rustic decor—over-
looks the vineyard to the north and roll-
ing hills to the south. 

“People who come here generally 
just want to relax and 
unwind, and they don’t 
want a pretentious 
environment,” Pinkley 
said. “We are family-
oriented. A lot of folks 
bring their kids, and 
that’s a good way to 
unplug for people who 
maybe never thought 
they could go to a win-
ery and do that.” 

Pinkley fell in love with the wine-
making practice several years ago while 
working as a commercial lender. At 
first just an interest, he began growing 
grapes on the edge of the Hill Country 
and supplemented the fruit he could not 
grow—new grapevines take about three 
years to produce—with imports from the 
state’s High Plains region near Lubbock. 

“We worked with a grape grower who 
had 46 acres in the High Plains and built 
a relationship with him so that when we 
opened our doors, we could already have 
wines developed,” he said. “When you 
grow your own grapes, you have more 
control of the elements that go into it, 
but if you have a good grower, they let 
you have quite a bit of control of what’s 

happening in that vineyard, too.” 
Pinkley said his industry is less com-

petitive than others, and winemaker Tim 
Drake agrees. He guides Pilot Knob’s 
wine production and is also the Vineyard 
Manager at Flat Creek Vineyard and 
Winery in Marble Falls, about 20 miles 
west of Cedar Park. 

“In the wine industry, it’s virtually 
impossible to duplicate what somebody 
else has,” Drake said. “If one of us does 
well, it helps everybody else do well. So 
it really is in everybody’s best interest to 
collaborate.”

Flat Creek—owned by Rick and 
Madelyn Naber—uses 
grapes from its own 
20-acre vineyard as 
well as fruit from other 
regions of Texas and 
from California.

“Our focus is on 
quality fruit, so we 
want the best-quality 
grapes because that’s 
where quality wine 

comes from,” said Amanda Koraska, 
director of business operations. “Our 
goal is to eventually be all Texas-grown 
grapes, but right now there aren’t enough 
vineyards to support all of the wineries 
in Texas.”

The two wineries share similarities. 
They both host weddings and wine tast-
ers year-round, and both use grapes from 
the same regions. But Drake said despite 
the camaraderie among Texas winemak-
ers, there is still a competitive edge. 

“We’re all competitive, and I believe 
that a winemaker, by definition, believes 
he is God’s gift to grapes,” he said. “Some 
can admit that and some will not, but 
we would not be doing this if we didn’t 
think that we could do it better than 
anybody else out there.”

Flat Creek Vineyard 
and Winery 
24912 Singleton Bend east Road, 
Marble Falls
267-6310  
www.flatcreekestate.com

Pilot Knob Vineyard
3125 CR 212, Bertram
489-2999 
www.pilotknobvineyard.com

BUSineSS

By Emilie Boenig
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Pilot Knob vineyard spans more than 3 acres.
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Winemaker Tim Drake (left) and 
Flat Creek vineyard and Winery 

owner Rick naber separate fresh 
grapes from leaves and stems.  
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“Our focus is on quality fruit, 
so we want the best quality 
grapes because that’s where 
quality wine comes from.”

—Amanda Koraska,
Flat Creek Winery director       

of business operations 

SCONES
MUFFINS

KOLACHES
CINNAMON ROLLS

COFFEE

512.336.7300 | 2100 Cypress Creek Rd. | Suite 200 | Cedar Park | kellieskandies.com
Store hours: M-F 6:30 am to 6:00 pm  & Sat 10:00 am to 2:00 pm | Delivery & shipping available

We specialize in corporate 
gifting – add your logo for a 
personal touch.

Custom cookies, cakes, cake truffles and cupcakes.

With rates 
as low as 

New and Used 
Auto Loans

1.99 % 
APR*

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions 
apply. Equal Housing Lender. (800) 749-9732 x1002

Save money by contacting 
us today!
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The game must go on at Crystal 
Falls Golf Course and Avery Ranch 
Golf Club despite more than four 

months combined of temperatures 
topping 100 degrees in each of the past 
two summers.

Last summer’s heat wave took a 
particularly heavy toll on the area golf 
courses, resulting in damage that will 
take more than a year to recover from 
despite the comparatively cooler year so 
far, said Wes Skaggs, Crystal Falls Golf 
Course head professional. 

“Last year’s 
weather was tough. 
It really was—not 
just on us but 
everybody,” he said. 
“You’re worried 
about conditions, 
then economics, 
and then you start 
opening your 
eyes to the regional water supply, crop 
damage and the overall well-being of the 
community.”

Fairways and tee boxes have recovered 
faster than greens, Skaggs said, because 
of the putting surface’s shorter grass. 
Fortunately, thanks to cooler weather 
and early July storms, there has been 
more water available to help the grass 
replenish itself.

In fact, Avery Ranch Golf Club is using 
10 percent to 15 percent less water than 
last year to maintain its beauty, General 
Manager Brent Brown said. And with 
fall approaching, the course often sees an 
uptick in golfers as temperatures cool—a 
welcome increase from last year, he said.

“We’re very fortunate to have 
our water supply right next to the 
clubhouse, so we don’t really have water 

issues—that’s one thing that’s very 
advantageous for us,” he said. “The only 
bad thing is that when we get drought 
conditions and the more we water, the 
more expensive it gets, while at the same 
time, revenue goes down.”

The Avery Ranch course turned 10 
years old in June, splitting its usage 
during the years to 40 percent public 
golfers, 40 percent private members and 
20 percent outside tournament play, 
Brown said. The clubhouse also benefits 
from non-golf revenue by hosting 

wedding services, 
corporate events and 
family get-togethers, he 
said.

The biggest 
challenge, Brown said, 
is convincing non-
members they can golf 
at the semi-private 
course.

“We’re probably the nicest public golf 
course in Austin,” he said. “It’s like being 
in a country club for a day.”

Crystal Falls, which opened in 1990, 
prides itself on strong customer service 
not afforded at busier municipal courses 
or resort-style clubs, Skaggs said. The 
scenic Leander golf course is open 
throughout the fall and winter months 
except during major holidays and 
extreme weather, he said.

“Winter brings its own challenges 
because a particularly dry winter is bad 
for us,” Skaggs said. “Fortunately, the 
long-range forecast suggests a wet winter.”

Weather is not the only concern 
throughout the fall and winter, Brown 
said.

“Texas is such a football state, so it 
definitely competes with golf,” he said.

Area golf courses begin to 
bounce back from drought
Crystal Falls, Avery Ranch clubs prepare for fall season

BUSineSS

By Joe Lanane

Avery Ranch Golf Club is using 10 percent to 15 percent less water this season compared with last year, 
General Manager Brent Brown said.
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Avery Ranch Golf Club
10500 Avery Club Drive, Austin
248-2442
www.averyranchgolf.com

Wes Skaggs, Crystal Falls Golf Course head professional, said substantial early July rainfall provided 
enough water for nearly the entire golfing season.

Crystal Falls Golf Course
3400 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
259-5855
www.crystalfallsgolf.com
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“Last year’s weather was tough, 
it really was—not just on us but 
everybody.”

—Wes Skaggs
 Crystal Falls Golf Course

head professional

avery Club dr.

Accepting new patients 

Located next to 
Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

1401 Medical Parkway B Ste. 410 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkobgyn.com

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-9191

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-3636

$10 off Haircut
$20 off Haircut and Color

$30 off Haircut and Highlight
Not applicable with other offers. Please present 

coupon at time of purchase. Expires 10/31/12

1625 N. Bell Blvd., Suite A, Cedar Park • 512-528-8380 • www.razmatazsalon.com

Come experience the difference 
at Razmataz Salon!

We specialize in highlights
and color!

Razmataz Salon has expanded to Cedar Park, our location in Georgetown has been open for 8 years!

New Client Special
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Gary Hoover
Austin entrepreneur, founder of Bookstop and Hoovers
By Emilie Boenig 

Gary Hoover is an entrepreneur, lecturer and owner of a personal library of more than 
50,000 books. At age 30, he founded book superstore Bookstop, which was sold to Barnes 
& Noble for $41.5 million, and he later founded the Internet-based business information 
publisher Reference Press, now known as Hoovers. In 2010, he served as the entrepreneur 
in residence at the Herb Kelleher Center for Entrepreneurship at the McCombs School of 
Business at The University of Texas at Austin. Hoover speaks to Fortune 500 executives, 
trade associations, entrepreneurs and students throughout the world.

You obviously have a passion for books. Is 
that what made you decide to open a big 
book superstore?

No, really it was a passion for retail. I’ve 
been into books since about [age] 7, been 
into retail since about [age] 12, so that led 
to the creation of what became Hoovers. 
I’m much better known for that when I 
travel and make speeches than I am for 
Bookstop. To me, there are few things 
more exciting than businesses. They affect 
more people or they are more real, they 
are more interesting and they are tightly 
bounded by their rules like any good 
game. 

Why is Austin such a great town  
for entrepreneurs?

First of all, Austin is in the Sun Belt. 
And then you have the state capital here, 

and let’s face it, there are about zero odds 
that long-term government is going to 
shrink. And then I really believe Austin’s 
greatest strength is that it’s in Texas, which 
obviously is a mix of a bunch of different 
things. This is a fundamentally an entre-
preneurial state, and it is fundamentally a 
pro-business state. Also, and possibly the 
most important, this is a pro-immigrant 
state. Austin is, for a city of its size, pretty 
cosmopolitan. 

 
What do you see in terms of trends, not only 
in industries, but also in innovation?

The big thing that not everybody sees, 
and one of the most important trends in 
our society is first, the rise of the service 
industry in the U.S. economy. We spend 
far less on food than we did 20 years ago, 
and less on clothing, too. What we spend 

on now is education, entertainment, 
recreation and travel. That’s a huge thing 
people aren’t really focused on. The other 
big trend is globalization. In the world of 
our present and future, it’s got to be global. 
Those are [trends] and what everyone is 
talking about. 

 
How do you help people see if their idea is a 
good idea? 

I believe I can show you how to figure 
out whether your idea is a good one or not. 
I find this over and over, they are looking 
at me, asking if it’s a good idea, and there’s 
no way [for me] to tell. How big is the 

market? Is it a growing market? How many 
people have you talked to? In many cases, 
the bolder the idea, the more you kind of 
have to extrapolate. 

Is there any advice you can give our 
readers?

With mom and pop [businesses], you’ve 
got to love it, and you have to take it seri-
ously. You have to want to be an expert. 
Do you believe in what you’re doing, and 
do you obsess about your customer? Think 
entrepreneurially. Be curious, and join the 
right groups. Take classes, read and learn, 
and then don’t be afraid to cross borders.
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During an interview with Community Impact Newspaper, Bookstop and Hoovers founder Gary Hoover said 
entrepreneurs should be curious, take the business seriously and become an industry expert.

Historically 
Low Mortgage 

Rates

Now is the time to take advantage of UFCU’s historically low mortgage rates. A UFCU Mortgage 
Services expert will guide you with the purchase of your first home or help you determine if 
refinancing your existing mortgage is right for you. 

      First Time Home Buyers Program

• Low fixed rates

• No closing costs* – save thousands of dollars

Call 997-HOME or visit ufcu.org for more information.
* Certain restrictions and requirements apply.  UFCU will pay all normal buyer’s closing costs including lender fees, third party fees and escrow items.  Program subject to change without notice.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_8-12.indd   1 8/23/12   3:10 PM
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By Joe Lanane

Blue Star Mothers of America
Countywide group seeks more military mom membership

While military service members 
rely on boot camp to help prepare 
them for what lies ahead, no such 

training is made available to the mothers 
whose sons and daughters sacrifice for 
their country.

That’s where the Blue Star Mothers of 
America comes in, aiding Williamson 
County mothers since July 2011 when the 
group began with seven members. Now fea-
turing almost 30 area Blue Star Mothers, the 
group is responsible for spreading awareness 
through blue star banners that indicate how 
many children each family has enlisted. 

Each blue star is changed to a gold star if 
a family’s service member dies in combat. 
The banners remind the public of the sacri-
fices being made by Americans at war, Blue 
Star Mother Pamela Moldenhauer said.

“For that little moment in time you’re 
thinking of them, you really understand 
what sacrifice means, and you value your 
freedom more because you know that fam-
ily has lost something so precious and that 
it was for us,” Moldenhauer said.

Moldenhauer and Cindy Blankenship 
each offer unique perspectives as military 

veterans and mothers to multiple active-
duty children. They assist many new 
military moms, but they, too, still struggle 
with each new tour of duty. 

“You lose control as a parent and have no 
way to contact them when you’re think-
ing about them,” Blankenship said. “And 
if they’re deployed, that’s a whole different 
feeling of fear and terror.”

Efforts by the public to collect care 
packages for troops are appreciated, 
Blankenship said, but there are other ways 
to acknowledge each family’s sacrifice. 
For example, $15 sponsorships are being 
accepted toward the Wreaths Across 
America campaign, which seeks to provide 
a wreath on every military gravesite. 

The tradition started at Arlington 
National Cemetery, but the Williamson 
County chapter is seeking outside donors 
to help cover Killeen’s Central Texas State 
Veterans Cemetery with wreaths this 
Christmas.

“We’re 30 people—there’s 3,000 graves 
up there,” Blankenship said. The wreaths 
will be laid out Dec. 15.

The duo hopes to recruit more mothers 

Blue Star Mothers (left to right) Pamela Moldenhauer and Cindy Blankenship create posters that honor many 
of Williamson County’s fallen service members. They also create service banners for area military families.
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gold stars represent 
any service member who 
died while actively serving 
his or her nation.

and even guide those parents assisting 
returning children who have combat-related 
stress disorders by offering counseling ser-
vices separate from the organization.

“It’s one of the best-kept secrets that when 
they come back, parents often resume the 
care-giving role,” Moldenhauer said.

The more service flags flying, the more the 
public will become aware of the sacrifice each 
family gives for its country, they agreed.

“I’ll be one of the first people to say bring 
them home, but not in an anti-war, anti-mil-
itary way,” Moldenhauer said. “I just want to 
bring them home and keep them safe.”

Service banners

blue stars represent 
an active-duty service 
member. one family can hang 
a flag featuring as many stars 
as necessary.

FREE EXAM
Age 6 mo. to 3 years

Expires 1-1-2013. Offer for new patients only.

NEW CLIENT PACKAGE
$69

Ages 4 years and up
Includes exam,cleaning, 2 bite-wing x-rays and flouride
Expires 1-1-2013 Offer for new patients only.

AUSTIN
12501 Hymeadow Dr. Ste. 1A, Austin, TX 78759

(512) 682-5437

LEANDER/CEDAR PARK
1395 US Hwy 183 Ste. 140, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 220-2729

ROUND ROCK
893 N. IH 35 Ste. 210, Round Rock, TX 78664

(512) 255-1900

Meet our Doctors

TO BETTER SERVE YOU,
We Have Opened a New

Location: Leander/Cedar Park
NOW OPEN

Austin Children's Dentistry is in-network with most
insurance companies. Accepting CHIP, Medicaid,

and most Insurance Plans

Dr. Diana
Drvostep, DDS

“I spent a year working
wih medically
compromised children
during my residency and
knew working wih kids
was my calling.”

Dr. Michael
Melanson, DMD
“My goal is for your child’s
dental experience to be a
positive one. I believe it is
important to tailor the
necessary dental treatment
around the unique needs of
each child.”

Schedule with Dr. Drvostep at our Leander or Austin location Schedule with Dr. Melanson at our Austin location

Regular
Value $160

A C

Accepting most Insurance Plans including CHIP and Medicaid. 

ADDICTION DESTROYS LIVES
Alcohol, Pornography, Smoking, Drugs

ALL APPOINTMENTS ARE ALWAYS FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Alcohol, Pornography, Smoking, Drugs

ALL APPOINTMENTS ARE ALWAYS FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Set an appointment today!

Cedar Park office location

See Awesome Testimonies Online! 
www.jesuspoweredliving.org | 512-355-1305

• Addiction to alcohol, nicotine, drugs, pornography broken
• Faith that brings miracle healing
• Cycles of failure, setback broken
• Depression, suicidal thoughts removed

All Appointments are FREE  | Cedar Park Office | Christian Non-Profit
 Always Confidential | Christian Non-denominational | info@jesuspoweredliving.org

ALL APPOINTMENTS ARE ALWAYS FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL
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Rockbridge Church
2001 W. New Hope Drive, Cedar Park

@rockbridgelife
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Brothers Rob and Mike Elling have 
a lot to reflect upon in their first 
year owning and operating Flippin’ 

Burgers in Cedar Park.
The classic, made-to-order burger 

joint celebrates its anniversary Sept. 24, 
a milestone the two celebrate modestly 
while they continue perfecting the 
business.

“We’re still learning a lot, including 
the need for a drive-thru window,” Rob, 
the younger of the two, said. “We’re also 
learning the hard way every customer 
counts.”

And every customer’s voice is heard 
when carefully considering what menu 
items to tweak, add or remove entirely. 
After all, the two brothers are often on the 
front lines to hear customer complaints 
and compliments, with Mike at the 
counter and Rob manning the grill.

“We’re not going to ask our employees 
to do anything we’re not willing to do,” 
Rob said. 

Sweet potato tater tots have gradually 
become more routine, he said, because of 
strong demand. They are also expanding 
the children’s menu to include steak 
fingers—ground beef constructed into 
fried finger food.

“We won’t have it [on the menu] ’til it’s 
really good,” he said.

By and large, however, the duo tries to 
keep the menu small, mainly burgers and 
fries, and to remain effective at making a 
select few items—all while maintaining 

sanity between brothers.
“We actually work pretty well 

together,” Mike said. “It’s contentious at 
times, but we don’t fight all that often, 
surprisingly. We were warned, but it’s 
worked out so far.”

They work alongside one other full-
time employee, Reno Sumagaysay, who 
has worked at Flippin’ Burgers since it 
opened. 

As an unofficial kitchen manager, 
Sumagaysay said he sees the work the 
Elling brothers put into making the 
burger shop a Cedar Park mainstay.

“I know how hard it is just to get our 
name out there, but we put a lot of work 
into that,” he said. “So we do take it on 
the chin when someone says they want to 
go to McDonald’s.”

They pride themselves on using fresh, 
never precooked ingredients instead of 
heat lamps. 

And, if all goes well, they hope 
to expand throughout the area and 
eventually open a brewpub—a dream for 
home brewer Mike.

“That’s the ultimate goal, although it’s 
hard to say when it will happen,” he said. 
“It would be great if it were here in Cedar 
Park.”

In the meantime, though, Rob said 
the duo is content growing the Flippin’ 
Burgers brand.

“I could probably eat one of our 
burgers for the rest of my life,” he said. 
“So, I knew I could work here.”

By Joe Lanane

The snickerdoodle shake features Blue Bell Ice 
Cream and a unique recipe Rob elling concocted. 

The quarter-pound cheeseburger is often served with 
a side of fresh-cut, fried in-house sweet potato fries.

From left: Mike elling, Rob elling and Reno Sumagaysay make up the Flippin’ Burgers full-time staff.

Extras aplenty
there are a variety of sides, desserts and 
kids options available at Flippin’ Burgers.

•	Sides: French fries, cheese fries and onion 
rings as well as sweet potato fries and 
tater tots

•	drinks: all-natural, real-sugar sodas from 
Maine root and the real Sugar Soda Co.

•	Shakes: all made from Blue Bell ice 
Cream, with flavors ranging from vanilla, 
chocolate, strawberry, oreo, snickerdoo-
dle and coffee

•	kids menu: Choices include hot dogs, 
grilled cheese and cheeseburger sliders, 
all served with a side and a drink

Authentic burgers
nothing is precooked at Flippin’ Burgers. 
all angus beef is marinated for 12–24 hours 
prior to being ground and flattened for the 
griddle. 

•	Hamburger: Quarter-pound patty

•	Cheeseburger: Quarter-pound patty with 
slice of cheese

•	double cheeseburger: two quarter-pound 
patties with slices of cheese

•	Veggie burger: Homemade mushroom 
patty

Flippin’ Burgers
202 Walton Way, Ste. 150, Cedar Park
528-5413
Tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.;
Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.; closed Monday
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Flippin’ Burgers
Brother-owned eatery celebrates first year of business
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Whitestone Blvd.

•  Women’s Health
•  High Blood Pressure, Cholesterol
•  Heart Disease, Diabetes, Arthritis, 

Headaches
•  Routine Physicals and Check-ups
•  Botox®, Fillers, Laser, 

Microdermabrasion

Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine (Adult Patients)

Kathryn Sampson, PNP 
Pediatrics (Birth – 18 y/o)

Lisa Scrimpsher, FNP-C
Family Medicine

•  Newborns, Children and 
Adolescents

•  Acute and Chronic Pediatric 
Diseases

•  ADD, ADHD
•  Asthma, Allergies, Eczema
•  Routine Wellness Exams and 

Immunizations

Sohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Pediatrics 
(Birth – 18 y/o)

Avicenna Medical Center
709 Bagdad Road, Leander, TX 78641 • (512) 260-0101 •  www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

www.thesalonsat.com • 512-221-3745
1335 E Whitestone Blvd • Cedar Park (1890 Ranch Center)

SERVICES: 
HAIR • NAILS • SKIN • LASHES 
MASSAGE • SPRAY TAN 

Individual suites offer impeccable 
service. Walk In welcome.

Please visit our website and click on 1890 Ranch to book your next appointmentvivisitittsit ououour wr wr w bebsbebsebsiititeiteite ananandd cd cd clilicliclickkkkkk ok ok o 1n 1n 1n 189090890890 RRaRaRa hhhhhhhhnchhhhhhhhhhhnchhhhhnchhhhhhhhhh totottototototototo bboboobobobobobobobobobooobob kkkkkkkkkkkkkoookokookokkkkkokookokokokkkkokokoooookokokok k kko yoyouuyyouuyyyyyyoyour nr nr nnr nnr nr nr nneextexttextextteeextextexextxt apapapapapapappp ipoippoipopoipoipopopoioioioi tttttntntttmntntmntmtmtmtmntmttntmtmtmtmmntmnt tententent
Ask about our new leasing special!
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Arkansas Bend Park, 16900 Cherry Lane, 
Lago vista, 78645, 854-7275,  
http://parks.traviscountytx.gov

Austin RV Park North, 4001 Prairie Lane, 
Austin, 78728, 244-0610,  
www.campingfriend.com/austinrvparknorth

Bastrop State Park, 3005 e. Hwy. 21, 
Bastrop, 78602, 321-2101,  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

Berry Springs Park and Preserve,  
1801 CR 152, Georgetown, 78626,  
930-0040, http://parks.wilco.org

Berry Springs RV Park, 131 Market St., 
Georgetown, 78626, 864-2724,  
www.berryspringsrv.com

Big Oaks RV Park, 3330 W. Whitestone 
Blvd., Cedar Park, 78613, 267-1775,  
www.bigoaksrv.com

Camper Resort on Lake Travis, 17317 W. 
Beach Road, Austin, 78734, 266-1562 
www.camperresort.com

Cedar Breaks Park, 2100 Cedar Breaks 
Road, Georgetown, 78663, 930-5253 

Leander/Northwest Austin KOA, 1351 CR 
269, Leander, 259-7200,  
www.nwaustinkoa.com 

McKinney Falls State Park, 5808 McKinney 
Falls Parkway, Austin, 78744, 243-1643,  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

New Life RV Park, 1200 CR 152,  
Georgetown, 78626, 931-2073,  
www.newlifervpark.com

Oak Forest RV Park, 8207 Canoga Ave., 
Austin, 78724, 926-8984,  
www.oakforest-rvpark.com

Old Settlers Park, 3300 Palm valley Blvd., 
Round Rock, 78665, 218-5540

Pace Bend Park, 2501 n. Pace Bend Road, 
Spicewood, 78669, 264-1482,  
http://parks.traviscountytx.gov

Rocking B RV Park, 70 Iron Horse Drive, 
Hutto, 78634, 310-8063, 
www.rockingbrvpark.com

Russell Park, 2101 CR 262, Georgetown, 
78633, 930-5253

San Gabriel River RV Camp Resort,  
40005 Heritage Hollow, Georgetown, 78626,  
868-1401, www.sangabrielrv.com

Cypress Creek Park, 13800 Bullick Hollow 
Road, Austin, 78726, 854-7275,  
http://parks.traviscountytx.gov

Dink Pearson Park, 3011 Lohmans Ford 
Road, Lago vista, 78645, 854-7275 
http://parks.traviscountytx.gov

Eastview RV Park, 552 eastview Drive, 
Georgetown, 78626, 966-4080,  
www.eastviewrvranch.com

Emma Long Park–Lake Austin, 1600 City 
Park Road, Austin, 78730, 974-6700  
www.ci.austin.tx.us/parks

Inks Lake State Park, 3630 Park Road 4 
West, Burnet, 78611, 793-2223,  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us

Jim Hogg Park, 500 Lake overlook Drive,  
Georgetown, 78633, 930-5253

La Hacienda RV Park, 5220 Hudson Bend 
Road, Austin, 78734, 266-8001,  
www.lahaciendarvpark.com

Lake Georgetown, 500 Lake overlook Drive, 
Georgetown, 78633, 930-5253

Lake Travis Inn and RV Park, 4511 Doss 
Road, Austin, 78734, 266-9329 
www.ltrvpark.com

With the arrival of fall, so comes more ideal conditions for camping, fishing and hunt-
ing in Central Texas. Below is a guide to some local places that host an array of out-
door activities, as well as tips on preparing for trips and a list of hunting resources. 

1621 County Rd. 269 | Leander, TX 78641  ph: 512-567-3437 - North Location   
3300 Gonzales St. | Austin TX 78702  ph: 512-992-2510 - Central Austin Location

Cedar • Redwood • Fir • Composite Decking 
Ipe • Yellow & Pressure Treated Pine
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Ronald Reagan Blvd.

CR 269

CR 273

Locally owned 
& operated

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 

www.gtownlumberandsupply.com
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Shady River RV Resort, 7450 e. Hwy. 29, George-
town, 78626, 930-1140  
www.shadyriverrvresort.com

Tejas Park, 4400 CR 258, Liberty Hill, 78642, 
930-5253

Windy Point Park, 6506 Bob Wentz Park Road, 
Austin, 78732, 266-3337,  
www.windypointpark.com

Bright Lake, 3300 e. Palm valley Blvd., Round 
Rock, 218-5540

Brushy Creek Lake Park, 3300 Brushy Creek 
Road, Cedar Park, 401-5500

Devine Lake, 1000 Maple Creek, Leander,  
528-9909 

Granger Lake, 3100 Granger Dam Road, Granger, 
76530, 859-2668

Lake Bastrop, 375 S. Shore Road, Bastrop, 78602 
498-1922

Lake Georgetown, 500 Lake overlook Drive, 
Georgetown, 78633, 930-5253

Lake Pflugerville, 4600 Pflugerville Parkway, 
Pflugerville, 251-5082

Meadow Lake, 290 Settlement Drive, Round Rock 
218-5540

Round Rock West, 500 Round Rock West Drive, 
Round Rock, 218-5540

Rosemary Denny Park, 2400 e. Riviera, Cedar 
Park, 401-5500 

San Gabriel Park, 445 e. Morrow St., Georgetown, 
930-3595

Twin Lakes Park, 204 e. elm Trail, Cedar Park, 
250-9622

Hunters older than 17 and born on or after 
Sept. 2, 1971, require a Hunter education 
Certification. For those unable to participate in 
a hunter education program prior to hunting 
season, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment offers a one-time only one-year extension 
to complete the state’s hunter education 
requirements.

Advanced Armorments, 113 e. Main St., 
Round Rock, 78664, 244-1175

Austin Gun Liquidators, 1201 S. I-35, Round 
Rock, 78664, 989-8552,  
www.austingunliqidators.com 
 
Eagle Peak Shooting Range, 20026 Lindeman 
Lane, Leander, 78641, 267-1400,  
www.eaglepeakshootingrange.com

The Gun Store, 200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., 
Ste. 114, Cedar Park, 335-5534,  
www.thegunstoretx.com

Heritage Firearms, 13497 uS 183, Ste. 350, 
Austin, 78750, 861-0622,  
www.heritagefirearmsaustin.com

Red’s Indoor Range, 1908 W. Pecan,  
Pflugerville, 78660, 251-1022,  
www.redsguns.com

Brizendine’s Deer Processing, 352 W. 
vaughan St., Bertram, 78605, 355-2897  
www.brizendinesdeer.com

Hudson’s Sausage Co., 1800 S. Congress 
Ave., Austin, 78704, 445-6611,  
www.hudsonsausage.com

Klein’s Meats and Deer Processing, 15209 
Delahunty Lane, Pflugerville, 78660, 251-
3300, www.kleinsmeats.com

Mike’s Barnyard, 13850 W. Hwy. 29, Liberty 
Hill, 78642, 778-5100,  
www.mikesbarnyardbbq.com

Taylor Meat Co., 2211 W. Second St., Taylor, 
76574, 365-6358, www.taylormeat.com

Longhorn Taxidermy, 1401 eagles Way, 
Leander, 922-5181  
www.longhorntaxidermy.com

Love Taxidermy, Round Rock, 657-9207 
 
Professional Taxidermy Studio, 2101 e. 
Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, 78613,  
259-4902, www.protaxidermy.net

Hunters and fishers in Texas must first be 
licensed by the state. new licenses for the 
2012–13 hunting and fishing season went on 
sale Aug. 15. Any licenses issued before then 
have expired. In addition to a hunting license, all 
bird hunters must purchase a game bird stamp. 

According to the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, 100 percent of hunting and fishing 
license fees benefit the organization’s conserva-
tion efforts. These initiatives include fish stock-

ing, wildlife management, habitat restoration and 
land conservation, among others. 

Buying a fishing or hunting license:
By phone: (800) 895-4248, weekdays  
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Online: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/buy

In person: Academy Sports + Outdoors  
1104 C-Bar Ranch Trail, Cedar Park,  
259-6200
Walmart Supercenter 201 Walton Way, Cedar 
Park, 528-8746

Compiled by Emilie Boenig

This list is not comprehensive

Tent camping Fishing CabinsRV

REAL SMILES AND CARING HANDS

2501 South Lakeline Blvd | Cedar Park | 512.258.7523 | www.jordanfamilydentistry.com

Dr. Robert Jordan has been in practice in 
the Greater Austin Area for nearly 3 decades.  
Dr. Shane Whisenant joined the practice as 
a partner in July of 2012.  We are committed 
to family-oriented dentistry and treating our 
patients with real smiles and caring hands.

Family Oriented Dentistry | Preventative and Restorative Dentistry | Cosmetic Dentistry
Custom Teeth Whitening | Invisalign Certifi ed

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Coach, Chicos, Dolce & Gabbana, 
Michael Kors, and many more

600 S. Bell Blvd., #18 (Near Jardin Corona) 512.331.0767 
www.WhatWomenWantBoutique.com

Coach, Chicos, Dolce & Gabbana, 
Michael Kors, and many more

600 S. Bell Blvd., #18 (Near Jardin Corona) 512.331.00767 0

Cypress 

Creek Rd.

Brushy

Creek Rd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Buttercup 

Creek Blvd.

Old Hwy. 183
Name Brand & Designer Clothing 

and Accessories at Affordable Prices!
ORANGE TAGS NOW 1/2 OFF! 
Stop by Today for Best Selection
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www.drjennysmiles.com
512-218-1500

Brandy L. Loving D.D.S.

Jennifer L. Kiening D.D.S.

CONTRACTED PROVIDER OF: 
Metlife • Humana • Aetna 
Assurant • Ameritas • Principal 
and Guardian
WE HONOR ALL OTHER DENTAL PPO PLANS

NEW LOCATION 
COMING SOON!
Check Our Website For Updates

10510 W. Parmer Ln. • Austin, TX 78717

• Parents welcomed in our 
 treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on 
 same day
• State-of-the-art office 
 with TV’s at every chair

• Large selection of frames 
(1400+)

• Onsite lab - some prescriptions 
available the same day

• Specialty contact lens fi tting

• Treatment of ocular injuries or 
infections

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.CCeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Stop Looking, Start Seeing
Accepting most insurances including:  

VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 
Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 

Humana, Superior, Avesis, 
Ameritas, Tricare, 

Block Vision, Davis Vision

Eye exams are an investment in 
your child’s future!
The following can be warning signs your 
child may have a vision problem:
• Rubbing the eyes
• Turning or tilting their head frequently
• Holding reading material closer than normal
• Headaches
• Using a fi nger to maintain place when reading
• Poor performance or behavior problems in school
• Omitting words when reading
If your child is showing any of these symptoms, 
call us today to schedule an appointment!
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Compiled by Joe Lanane

1   this Texas Department of 
Transportation office is part of the 
state’s Materials and pavements Section. 
the office includes multiple labs and 
employs nearly 190 people. 9500 n. lake 
Creek parkway

2   Cigna Supplemental Benefits, 
11200 lakeline Blvd., Ste. 100, occupies 
65,000 square feet of space within the 
parkline office park, where it relocated in 

2008. nearly 350 employees work at this 
location, which oversees the company’s 
supplemental health benefits and 
medicare supplements, and administers 
some long-term care services. Cigna 
purchased the division from Great 
american Financial on aug. 31.

3   Taylor Morrison relocated in 
February from Southwest austin to 11200 
lakeline Blvd., Ste. 150, to be closer to 

multiple platforms.

9   Tanisys Technology, 11001 lakeline 
Blvd., Bldg. 1, Ste. 150, is an austin-
based company that specializes in 
semiconductor test equipment, among 
other technology-based services and 
products. the company was founded in 
1992.

10  Standard Pacific Homes, 11001 
lakeline Blvd., Bldg. 1, Ste. 100, hosts its 
design center and division austin at the 
Crossings at lakeline. the company has 
been in austin more than 15 years.

11   Northwoods at Avery Ranch is a 
new residential community under the initial 
phases of development on land owned by 
trio development. drees Homes, Grand  
Haven Homes and Standard pacific Homes 
will be involved in constructing separate 
living concepts during the first phase, while 
david Weekley Homes and Scott Felder 
Homes will help create the community’s 
second residential phase. trio also has 
a road district agreement in place with 
Williamson County to help extend Staked 
plains drive down to lakeline Boulevard, 
creating an intersection with lyndhurst 
Street. there will also be a clubhouse 
and pool just for northwoods residents, 
who will not be part of the avery ranch 
Homeowner’s association. Drees Homes 
is constructing 66 single-family units that 
will be at least 2,800 square feet and cost 
at least $370,000. Homes should be ready 
for occupants starting in april. Grand 
Haven Homes features 94 single-family 
home lots and a walk-and-leave lifestyle 
for people seeking to live near the train 
station. a new homeowners association 
will address landscaping. Construction 
will begin on the gated community in 
november and take approximately 60 to 90 
days to complete. Homes will range from 
1,300 to 1,767 square feet and begin in the 
low $200,000 price range. Standard pacific 
will feature homes in the $300,000 range. 
Construction will start this winter.
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its homebuilding projects at Crystal Falls 
in leander. Building homes in austin 
since 2000, the company hosts its main 
office, design center and 30 employees 
at the parkline office park, which was 
constructed in 2007.

4   Kohl’s department store, 11111 
lakeline Blvd., opened 11 years ago as 
part of the parkline Shopping Center.

5   Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates 
Inc., an engineer and architectural firm, 
opened its new austin office at 9511 n. 
lake Creek parkway on Sept 8. the new 
13,000-square-foot building incorporates 
green technology, concrete testing labs 
and other efficiencies not featured at the 
company’s previously leased location.

6   Indigo Apartments, managed 
by Greystar real estate Services and 
developed by Hpi residential llC, will 
feature 325 units over 18.22 acres at 
10800 lakeline Blvd. tenants could begin 
moving into the single-story units by 
december. the complex will feature one- 
to three-bedroom apartments ranging 
from 657 to 1,1315 square feet. amenities 
include some backyards, wooded views, 
a pet park and multilevel pool.

7   Visual computing technologies 
company NVIDIA, 11001 lakeline Blvd. 
Bldg. 2, Ste. 100, is one of four tenants in 
the Crossings at lakeline office park. the 
company creates mobile processors in 
the latest android smartphones, graphic 
processors in computers and game 
consoles. Based in Santa Clara, Calif., this 
location features 250 employees and has 
been open since 2000. 

8   Based in austin since 2000, social 
game maker Zynga, 11001 lakeline 
Blvd., Bldg. 1, is responsible for such 
titles as FarmVille, Words With Friends, 
Mafia Wars and others. the San 
Francisco-based company hosts 305 
million monthly active users across 

Lakeline Boulevard between North Lake Creek Parkway and Lyndhurst Street

Lyndhurst  st.

staked PLains dr.

Lake creek Pkw
y.

*All Loans Subject to Our Normal Credit Criteria. Must Have Veri� able Income & Residence. Title Must Be In Customer’s Name And Vehicle Must Be Registered And Running. 

9
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reGional —abridged stories from our other editions

Hill Country Galleria profits rise after difficult start

Round Rock What do a bridge, a lawsuit 
and a train whistle have in common? In 
Round Rock, the common thread is Union 
Pacific—the multibillion-dollar railroad 
company that controls the nation’s largest 
network of rail lines, including those run-
ning through Round Rock. 

The city is currently involved in three 
separate negotiations with Union Pacific to 
construct an overpass on RM 620, establish 
a no-warning-horn quiet zone and settle a 
lawsuit over the ownership of McNeil Road. 

“We have three of the most controversial 
projects right now in the area, and they 
all involve Union Pacific,” Round Rock 
Transportation Director Gary Hudder said. 
“It just happens to be coincidental. They are 
really three very independent issues, but ... 
it’s all ‘U-P’ all the time. That’s our life at 
the moment.”

The ownership of the rail lines and the 
ability to regulate car traffic near and across 
them is no small matter in Round Rock, 
considering the city’s geography. 

The Palestine Line of Union Pacific 
bisects Round Rock’s northern and south-
ern halves—entering the city’s southwest 
corner near Toll 45 and MoPac and cutting 
northeast along McNeil Road and Hwy. 79.

Bee Cave Within two-and-a-half 
years, Hill Country Galleria has gone 
from bankruptcy to being almost fully 
occupied.

The 152-acre development in Bee Cave 
is leased out of office space and has about 
96 percent retail occupancy, Hill Coun-
try Galleria Manager Adrian Overstreet 
said. Overstreet and several partners 
purchased the Galleria out of bankruptcy 
in 2010. 

The Galleria in 2010 had 60 percent 
retail occupancy and one office tenant, 
Overstreet said.

“It has kind of arrived,” Overstreet 
said of the Galleria. 

A second line, the Georgetown Spur, 
separates from the Palestine Line near I-35 
and McNeil Road and heads north on a 
path roughly parallel to the interstate.

All of Round Rock’s major east-west thor-
oughfares north of McNeil Road—RM 620, 
Sam Bass Road, Old Settlers Boulevard and 
FM 1431—cross the Union Pacific tracks. 

The net result is Union Pacific holds a 
controlling interest in how Round Rock 
commutes, builds roads and develops. 

“The biggest problem with what is 
really valuable industrial property ... is the 
railroad,” Hudder said. “With the railroad 
there, you might as well put up a wall. ... It 
just cuts like a knife right through the city.” 

Full story by JP Eichmiller

Overstreet and his partners purchased 
the Galleria out of bankruptcy for         
$75 million. The original developer, Opus 
West Corp., had taken out a $192 million 
loan to build the Galleria in 2008. 

Overstreet said the Galleria was hurt 
by the economic downturn that hit soon 
after it was built. 

Also, the bankruptcy meant Opus 
West Corp. did not have the long-term 
vision necessary to complete the project, 
Overstreet said. 

“People in bankruptcy live day-to-day 
instead of trying to see the light at the 
end of the tunnel,” he said.

Full story by Gene Davis

Top stories

Rail negotiations persist
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SaleS tax revenue:  Hill Country Galleria

$1.148M $1.326M $1.402M $1.630M
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2009 2010 2011

The amount of sales tax revenue generated by Hill Country Galleria has increased annually since the 
Galleria opened in 2008. The Galleria is expected to generate even more sales tax revenue with the 
recent opening of Whole Foods Market.

Source: City of Bee Cave
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1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center

Now Open
The new location is conveniently located 

across from the 1890 Ranch Shopping Center.

Now Open

Tickets on sale now!
Call 259-1907 or visit www.leandercc.org

Save 
the 

Date!

IN LEANDER

2012

BEST PARTY EVER

September 29, 2012
7–11p.m.

19th Hole at Crystal Falls | Crystal Falls Golf Course

TITLE SPONSOR
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Full stories at impactnews.com

Hill Country Galleria profits rise after difficult start

Georgetown When John Despertt opened 
BB’s Home Cooking in 2005, he hoped to 
escape the corporate world and build a busi-
ness in a flourishing community. 

“Georgetown is a stable community from 
the standpoint of the retirees,” he said. “It 
didn’t really depend as much on the fluctu-
ating economy, so that kind of went into my 
thinking.” 

The restaurant’s first location had about 
30 seats, but when Despertt reopened on 
Williams Drive in 2009, capacity quadru-
pled. The eatery serves lunch and dinner six 
days a week and breakfast on weekends, but 
Despertt said he would like to relocate and 
eventually open daily. 

“My lease is up next November, and 
we’re looking at buying some property and 
building more of a venue where we can do 
live music and have a little playscape outside 
for the kids. We would have more parking, 
and own the property and build equity,” he 
said. “I’d like to stay on the west side of I-35, 
along Williams Drive if possible. I’m actu-
ally recruiting investors now.”

Over the past few years, Despertt has 
expanded BB’s and his clientele, opening 
a new location in Pflugerville last spring. 
But he said nothing brings in more busi-
ness than positive reviews passed along by 
friends and neighbors. 

Billiard Factory

BB’s Home Cooking
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Bee Cave Founded by Larry Stick in 
1975, Billiard Factory now consists of 
15 stores including the Bee Cave store 
located at 12812 Shops Parkway, Ste. 200. 
The home entertainment store has since 
been handed down to Stick’s sons Tony 
and Ryan, who continue the company’s 
commitment to customer service.

“I come from a customer service back-
ground,” Billiard Factory Regional Man-
ager Bob Cohen said. “That’s all I know. 
We want to take care of the customer. 
That’s what we want to do.”

Customer service is easy to do well if 
everything is going right. A true test of 
the quality of customer service is when 
things are not going well, he said.

It is the quality of customer service 
along with a location in a popular shop-
ping center that has resulted in busi-
ness increasing 30 percent through July 

compared with last year, Cohen said.
“Being in a shopping center that is at 

near capacity, if not full capacity, defi-
nitely helps,” Cohen said. “The amount of 
building and the level of income around 
here certainly helps our business. I have a 
store full of wants; I have very little needs 
in here.”

The affluent nature of the area is what 
brought Billiard Factory to Bee Cave six 
years ago, but the store carries items that 
are affordable to everyone, Cohen said.

“We have tables that range from $1,300 
to $19,000,” Cohen said. “We can make 
everyone happy if they decide they want a 
pool table.”

The store also sells a variety of other 
gaming items—including air hockey, 
foosball, shuffleboard, table tennis 
and pinball—and non-gaming items 
such as bar stools, bars, paintings and           
accessories.

Full story by Kyle Webb

Business

Dining

“I’d say 95 percent of our growth has 
been word-of-mouth. We do hardly any 
advertising,” he said. “We put out a good 
product for a decent price, and that’s helped 
us grow.” 

Full story by Emilie Boenig

Bee Cave pkwy.

71

620

Shops pkwy.

Galleria Cir.

Billiard Factory
12812 Shops Parkway, Ste. 200, Bee Cave
263-2878
www.billiardfactory.com
Twitter: @BilliardFactory
www.facebook.com/ 
billiardfactory

W
illiams dr.

BB’s Home Cooking
4701 Williams Drive, Bldg. 1
868-6700	•	www.bbshomecooking.com
Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
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Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

“Home of the 
10 Minute 

Inspection”

Three convenient locations:

on )

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

A HEALTHY SMILE LEADS 
TO A HEALTHY LIFE

ALL SERVICES INCLUDE: Dental Implants • Implant Overdentures 
Two Appointment AvaDent Digital Dentures • Partial Dentures • TMJ 
Nitrous Oxide & Oral Minimal Sedation • Esthetic Crowns & Bridges

10125 Lake Creek Parkway • Ste. A • Austin, TX 78729 
512-250-9444 • www.austinprostheticdental.com

Lake Creek 

Pkwy.

183
45
TOLL

ERNESTO CARMONA JR, 
D.D.S.
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Data compiled by 
nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

Featured neighborhood 
Summerlyn, Leander

444 Falcon Lane $204,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,236 sq. ft.
agent: don Carr, re/Max Heart of texas
794-9292

145 N. Hoot Owl Lane $202,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,109 sq. ft.
agent: pamela Buske, re/Max of texas 
744-4554

217 Lark St.  $169,850
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,628 sq. ft.
agent: Carolyn abbott, realty executives 
633-7080

741 Kingfisher Lane $159,997 
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,002 sq. ft.
agent: Mary Beth kamnetz, pacesetter properties
589-9845

Overview Featured homes

Build-out year: not built out

Builders: Centex, lennar, pulte

Number of homes: 552

Low/high square footage: 1,201–2,537

HOA dues (estimated): $352 annually

Amenities: Common grounds, cluster mailbox, 

playground, community pool

Nearby attractions: San Gabriel river, Capital 

Metro redline, H-e-B, lowe’s

 

Property taxes:

Williamson County  0.457687

austin Community College  0.094800

Williamson County eSd no. 4  0.030000

leander iSd 1.499760

Williamson County MUd 13 0.850000

Total (per $100 value) ____________ 2.932247

Leander ISD schools

Jim plain elementary School 

leander and Wiley middle schools 

leander and rouse high schools

On the market  (As of Sept. 13, 2012)
No. of homes for sale 20

No. of homes under contract 9

Avg. days on the market 52

Home sales  (Sept. 13, 2011–Sept. 13, 2012)
No. of homes sold in last year 60

Square footage Low/High 1,201/3,300

Selling price Low/High $116,881/$196,000

real eState

183A
Toll

ronald reagan B
lvd
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183 29

Get a Double
interest rate Discount

on select new loans today
There are a lot of great reasons to have a Wells Fargo Checking Package® account or PMA® package, and now the advantages are 
twice as nice. We’ll reward you with up to a 1% interest rate discount, double what you’d normally get on select new loans and lines 
of credit, through September 30, 2012. It’s just another way Wells Fargo is helping make your fi nances easier. Call, click wellsfargo.
com/doublediscounts, or stop by to start a conversation with a Wells Fargo banker today to learn more.

Auto Loans | Home Equity Lines and Loans | Personal Lines and Loans | Student Loans

New credit accounts subject to credit quali� cation, income veri� cation, and collateral evaluation. Double Discount interest rate promotion for PMA® Package and Wells Fargo Checking Package account 
is only available on new personal loans and lines of credit, auto loans, and private student loans. For home equity, the Wells Fargo Checking Package account and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage customer 
discount is doubled and the PMA discount is increased from 0.375% to 0.50%. Only one qualifying promotional discount per new credit account will apply. To qualify for the promotional discount, customers 
must maintain a Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or a Wells Fargo PMA Package checking account and continued automatic payments from a Wells Fargo checking or savings account. If the 
qualifying checking account is closed, or if the automatic payment is not selected or is cancelled at any time after the credit account is opened, the interest rate and corresponding monthly payment may 
increase (not applicable on � xed interest rate student loans). For student loans, it is not necessary to select or maintain automatic payments to receive the promotional rate Double Discount for quali� ed 
checking accounts. The Double Discount promotion is available on new applications submitted between July 1, 2012, and September 30, 2012. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply. 
Please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details.

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (734777_06293)

734777_06293

10x6.04

4C

Cypress Creek at Randall’s  •  1400 Cypress Creek  •  336-1574
North Lakeline  •  920 N. Lakeline Blvd.  •  336-4870
South Lakeline  •  14063 N. Hwy 183  •  336-4870
Whitestone  •  1425 E. Whitestone Blvd.  •  260-6060

San Gabriel River
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Every home Taylor Morrison builds offers the latest  tech-

nology that enhances entertainment, communication and

comfort. When you choose to build your dream home from

the ground up you have the opportunity to customize this

technology to fit your every desire. 

Ask a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details about

the interactive home technology options that you can can

touch, operate and play for yourself.

Taylor Morrison is the Official Builder of the 
Dream Home at Innoventions in Disneyland® Park.

Own the 
smartest home 
on the block.

Homes from the $100s to over $1Million

hightechhome.taylormorrison.com/austin-homes

House icons courtesy of legrand. © 2011 Legrand

Features that are 
important to 

today’s families. 

INTERNET
Families can have the ability to  
roam in and out of their home
with wireless access.

AUDIO
You can fill your new home with
music that you control in every
room and outside. The perfect 
element for entertaining or 
relaxing with the family.

CAMERA
You can keep an eye on your
family, home and yard — no mat-
ter where you are at any time.
You’ll know who’s at your front
door before opening it.

INTERCOM
No more running up and down
stairs or shouting to communi-
cate with family members in
other areas of your new home.

LIGHTING
You’ll have the ability to control
the lighting in your new home at
the touch of a button — from
anywhere you are at any time.

HOME THEATRE
Families can experience movie
theatre quality for their TV,
videos, Nextflix and DVDs.

TELEPHONE / TV
You can set up a home office in
your new home with ease. 

HVAC
You can easily manage your
home’s temperature for 
ultimate comfort year round.

UNITY — a must have.
You can have the ability 
to control any and 
all of these features from 
one location with this 
ultimate home system. 

© Sept. 2012 Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved. Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law.  All information (including, but not limited to prices, availability, incentives, floor plans, site plans, features, standards
and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) is not guaranteed and remains subject to change or delay without notice. Maps and plans are not to scale
and all dimensions are approximate. Interactive Home technology options are only available in select Taylor Morrison’s Austin division communities. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com
for additional disclaimers. Offer expires Sept. 30th 2012.

Back by Popular 
Demand

The Interactive Home PLUS Package has been extended through 
Sept. 30th 2012

(Must bring in this ad.)
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GRAND HAVEN HOMES

 

  

Crystal Falls Parkway

L
akeline B

lvd

University Dr

Avery Ranch Blvd

CR112

Cedar Park

Red Bud Lane

Brushy Creek Road

Parmer Lane

Rough Hollow

Cap Rock at Crystal Falls

2243

Sarita Valley

SARITA VALLEY AT LEANDER 
GREENBELT HOME SITES

Quick Move In Homes Available from 
the mid $300’s > 512.535.7740

CAP ROCK AT CRYSTAL FALLS
GOLF COURSE, GREENBELT, AND VIEWS 

Quick Move In Homes Available from the 
$320’s-$460’s > 512.610.6800

ROUGH HOLLOW LAKEWAY
GREENBELT AND VIEWS

Quick Move In Homes Available from 
$399k-$560’s > 512.608.9610

Now Selling in 
10 Stunning Communities

Greenbelt Home Sites
Flexible Home Designs

Hill Country Views
Exemplary Schools

VISIT US TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
SPECIAL PRICING ON HOMES AVAILABLE FOR 

IMMEDIATE MOVE-IN.

Special Incentives on 
Quick Move-In Homes

Watch for special community announcements with 5 new communities opening in 2013

TM
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78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1504 elkins Lane 5br/3ba  $399,000  4,010 Mariella Rivero 762-7731 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1701 Fall Creek Drive 4br/2ba  $249,900  2,489 Tish Fenley-Darey 422-1597 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2311 erica Kaitlin Lane 4br/3ba  $338,149  2,948 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 2009 Hawksbury Way 3br/2ba  $159,900  1,471 George Johnson 203-2985 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills 1210 Highland Drive 3br/2ba  $160,000  1,630 Chad Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser Real estate

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Mill 1114 Meadow Lark Drive 4br/2ba  $238,000  2,674 Karen Chester 663-9974 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Forest oaks 1105 Dry Creek Cove 4br/3ba  $329,700  3,750 Kevin elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park oakwood Glen South 1230 Heppner Drive 4br/3ba  $250,000  3,373 Douglas Young 762-7761 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 2215 Little Tree Bend 4br/2ba  $218,000  2,510 Sydney Heard 733-3277 Moreland Properties

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 2513 Greer Drive 4br/3ba  $409,000  3,149 Karen McCarty 413-3788 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Sunset Ridge 2930 Grand oaks Loop 3br/2ba  $259,000  2,054 nicole Popov 293-1608 Private Label Realty

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 1012 Williams Way 4br/3ba  $325,990  3,025 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 1107 Williams Way 4br/3ba  $299,990  2,672 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 737 edwards Walk Drive 4br/3ba  $285,990  2,747 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park West Park oaks 1200 Mahogany Lane 3br/2ba  $165,000  1,319 Julian Drakeford 751-5996 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78641 Leander Block House Creek 16708 Shipshaw River Drive 3br/2ba  $141,491  1,573 Charlotte Aceituno 439-6798 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2511 Cynthia Court 3br/2ba  $145,000  1,897 Rebecca Queen 337-0243 Re/Max 1

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 900 Applerock 5br/3ba  $225,000  3,698 Douglas Young 762-7761 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2645 outlook Ridge Loop 4br/3ba  $312,078  2,677 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander estates north Creek Ranch 613 Ranchero Road 3br/2ba  $119,500  1,418 Kaemarie nasamran 905-5643 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander estates north Creek Ranch 902 San vicente Drive 3br/2ba  $154,900  2,015 Tim Hamby 657-3689 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78641 Leander estates north Creek Ranch 605 Ranchero Road 4br/2ba  $136,500  2,008 Karen Covey 423-5018 Goodwin Partners Inc.

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3800 Medicine Hat 5br/5ba  $595,000  4,005 Tish Fenley-Darey 422-1597 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78641 Leander oak Ridge 1412 Moss Creek Drive 3br/2ba  $149,900  1,456 Chris Tomhave 809-8683 Century 21 HSK & Associates

78641 Leander Saccone 50 Fawn Ridge 3br/3ba  $275,000  2,586 Robbe Legrant 589-4940 Hill Country Realty

78641 Leander Sarita valley 3104 Wedgescale Pass 5br/4ba  $467,900  3,772 Liz ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander South San Gabriel Ranches 1500 orchard Drive 4br/2ba  $175,000  1,886 George Giles 848-0215 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Summerlyn 144 Magpie Goose Lane 4br/3ba  $167,690  2,043 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Summerlyn 152 Magpie Goose Lane 3br/2ba  $148,130  1,695 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Timberline West 1006 oak Hollow Drive 3br/2ba  $150,000  1,692 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Trails end 17309 First St. 2br/1ba  $85,000  776 John Duke 228-2886 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander vista Ridge oaks 13406 vista oaks Drive 4br/3ba  $324,900  2,844 Jennifer Mehis 217-1887 Realty Austin

78641 Leander Westwood 217 Briarwood Drive 3br/2ba  $99,500  1,315 Russell eitel 276-8800 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78641 Leander Woods at Crystal Falls 1900 overland Drive 4br/2ba  $219,777  2,874 Tamara nelson 786-2022 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Garden Homes 15321 Interlachen Drive 3br/2ba  $349,000  2,689 Amy Brossette 439-7763 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78717 Austin Davis Spring 15023 Savannah Heights Drive 5br/3ba  $325,000  3,465 Sherri Revier 769-6000 eRA Colonial Real estate

78717 Austin oak Brook 16901 Capri Isle Lane 3br/2ba  $270,000  2,649 Becky Griner 917-5712 Coldwell Banker united Realtor

78717 Austin Woods Brushy Creek 15524 omro Cove 3br/2ba  $198,000  1,949 Forrest Higdon 573-5733 Keller Williams Realty

real eState

Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 14 4 66 49

$100,000–$149,900 155 28 46 68

$150,000–$199,900 147 89 58 55

$200,000–$299,900 80 161 73 62

$300,000–$399,900 59 53 99 81

$400,000–$499,900 36 17 94 57

$500,000–$749,900 24 10 107 99

$750,000–$999,900 1 0 6 0

$1 million + 2 1 304 357

Month

Number of homes for sale Number of homes for sale

CLN CLS CLN CLS

August 2012 104 94 $194,845 $252,845

August 2011 103 89 $176,000 $218,912

July 2012 95 96 $181,890 $239,483

June 2012 108 91 $213,638 $235,192

May 2012 101 79 $204,757 $226,130

April 2012 90 79 $170,036 $210,538

March 2012 97 68 $207,081 $229,876

February 2012 51 47 $162,366 $216,075

January 2012 53 35 $186,248 $240,681

On the market  (Aug. 1–31) Monthly home sales

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar park/leander area was changed from Multiple listing Service area Cl, which included all of leander and Cedar park, to MlS areas Cln and ClS, divided by FM 1431. Cln includes most of leander, 
while ClS includes most of Cedar park.

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

15321 Interlachen Drive, Austin $349,000

3104 Wedgescale Pass, Leander $467,900

2511 Cynthia Court, Leander $145,000 

1230 Heppner Drive, Cedar Park $250,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 09/3/12 and 09/11/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Featured commercial properties

430 N. Bell Blvd.  |  3,651 sq. ft.
Retail property for sale: $595,000
Contact: najib Wehbe 
657-0203 

1245 US 183  |  1,834 sq. ft.
Restaurant property for lease: $47,684–$55,020/month
Agent: Cole Broadhead, retail Solutions 
477-5557

2100 Cypress Creek Road |  1,800 sq. ft.
Retail property for lease: $32,400–$36,000/month
Contact: andrew perkel, retail Solutions
477-5557

301 S. US 183  |  2,000 sq. ft.
Retail property for sale: $225,000
Agent: Jody Giddens, Giddens real estate 
431-7096

real eState

Cedar Park

Leander

Compiled by Emilie Boenig

Cedar Park

Map not to scale

Brushy Creek rd.

anderson 

Mill rd.

Whitestone Blvd.

lakeline Blvd.
183

1431

park St.
183A
Toll

Leander

Map not to scale

3 4

1 2

2243

Sonny dr.

C
r

 273

B
ell B

lvd.

Crystal Falls pkwy.

leander d
r.

osage dr.lakeline Blvd.

Broade St.

1

183A
Toll

B
agdad r

d.

2

AUSTIN’SFLOORSTORE
CARPET • WOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILE

OOPS PROOF!
WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

ALL STAINMASTER® CARPETS 
FEATURE LIFETIME WARRANTY 
PROTECTION AGAINST:
 •   ALL FOOD & BEVERAGE STAINS - NO EXCLUSIONS
 •   PET URINE STAINS
 •   SOILING
 •   STATIC SHOCK

CEDAR PARK
401 East Whitestone Blvd.
Behind HEB between 183 & 183A

AUSTIN
13800 N. IH-35

989-9999Hardwood: $.99 - $2.79 / sq. ft.
Vinyl: $.39 - $.79 / sq. ft.
Laminate: $.29 - $1.99 / sq. ft.
Carpet: $.42 - $.79 / sq. ft.
Pad: $.11 - $.49 / sq. ft.

FACTORY CLOSEOUTS

AVAILABLE NOW

SPECIAL
FINANCING

Subject to credit approval.
See Store for details.

CALL TODAY
to speak with a 

fl ooring specialist
512-259-9990
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


