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First phase of 
three-city water 
project goes live

Cedar Park prepares for city’s 
largest road project in history

Cedar Park receives water 
during critical shortage

State agrees to chip in on $23 million roadwork

By Joe Lanane
Three Williamson County communi-

ties successfully secured additional water 
in late June when the first phase of the 
Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority 
project went live.

The BCRUA project provides water 
from Lake Travis to Cedar Park, Lean-
der and Round Rock following a deal 
first agreed upon in 2007. The $171 mil-
lion bond-funded first phase was built on 
schedule and more than $40 million under 
budget, Project Manager Mike Thuss said.

Cedar Park began taking water June 27, 
and Leander did the same one day later. 
It won’t be until at least 2014 that Round 
Rock receives any water, Thuss said. Both 
Cedar Park and Leander city officials 
always considered it a priority to finish by 
June, Thuss said.

“Cedar Park had said all along they really 
wanted it finished by now so they could See Water | 9

See Business | 13

By Emilie Boenig
The City of Cedar Park is preparing for its largest road 

improvement project in history, with construction set to 
commence in December 2013. The five-lane, 2-mile stretch 
of FM 1431 between Parmer Lane and Sam Bass Road will 
become a six-lane roadway divided by medians. The Texas 
Department of Transportation will reimburse the city up to 
$13.6 million for the $23 million project.

According to traffic studies, the area between Sam Bass Road 
and Parmer Lane is the most-traveled segment of FM 1431. 

have water for their ratepayers,” Thuss 
said. “Leander has a similar issue, but I 
don’t think that was as critical as Cedar 
Park’s for this immediate demand season.”

The expanded water service provides 
the two growing cities a daily boost up 

See Road | 10

 Education Focus | 29
Full breakdown of Round Rock 
ISD includes testing statistics, 
school boundaries and the school 
district’s fiscal situation

impactnews.com 

Walmart plans taking shape
Cedar Park City Council reviewed a 
rezoning proposal for the city’s second 
Walmart at the July 12 meeting

 Leander seeks theme | 20
Officials are considering at least three 
symbols that accurately represent city

‘Staycation’ Guide | 27 
attractive local getaways showcased for 

those staying in area this summer
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By Sara BehunekWhen the 83rd Texas Legislature 
convenes Jan. 8, lawmakers will be 
asked to consider legislation that would 
reduce or eliminate the effect the new 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness—or STAAR test—has on high 
school students’ grades.The bill is being drafted by the grass-

roots coalition Texans Advocating Mean-
ingful Student Assessments, formed 
in January by Anderson High School 
parents in Austin but now includes 
members from throughout the state.

“The way testing is done under STAAR 
takes all the joy, all the creativity and 
love of learning out of our classrooms,” 
said TAMSA member Dineen Majcher, 
one of the group’s original members. 
“Because so much depends on the test 
scores, kids are no longer learning to 
think critically.”Students in third through ninth 

grades took the STAAR test for the first 
time in March and April. Students who 

just finished ninth grade are the first 
to have to pass up to 15 end-of-course 
exams, among other thresholds, to 
graduate high school.In its appeal to the Legislature, 

TAMSA will be joined by nearly 500 
Texas school districts—including Round 
Rock, Hutto and Pflugerville ISDs—that 
have signed a resolution stating their dis-
approval of high-stakes testing and ask-
ing lawmakers to re-examine the 2009 
law that led to the creation of STAAR.The stakesTAMSA, along with other critics of 

STAAR, say they are not against stan-
dardized tests, but they disagree with the 
stakes now tied to the exams.Unlike the state’s previous standard-

ized test, STAAR has several tiers of 
requirements. One of those requirements 
is that STAAR end-of-course exams 
covering core high school subjects count 
for 15 percent of students’ final grades. 
While details of TAMSA’s bill are still 

being worked out, Majcher said it would 
get rid of the 15 percent rule as it places 
an unreasonable amount of pressure on 
students. 

Skin in the gameSince the birth of accountability 
ratings in Texas in 1993, the average 
four-year graduation rate for state public 
schools has risen from an estimated    
66.1 percent in 1995–96 to 75.4 percent 
in 2009–10, the most recent data avail-
able, according to the National Center 
for Education Statistics.Experts interviewed for this article 

said there is no scientific data linking 
standardized test scores and academic 
performance, but Drew Scheberle, senior 
vice president for education and talent 
development at the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, said he thinks the gradua-
tion rate is higher because students now 
have skin in the game. The problem with 
STAAR, Scheberle said, is not the stakes 
but the way TEA implemented the test.

Parents rally against high-stakes testing ROUND ROCK ISD

  

Education Focus
The four

stakes
STAAR

Source: Texas Education Agency

End-of-course test scores count for 

15 PERCENT of a student’s grade.

1

Students must pass 15 TESTS 
in grades nine through 11 to 
graduate.

2

Students must achieve a certain 
CUMULATIVE SCORE in each of the four 

content areas: English, math, science and 

social studies.

3

Based on his or her graduation plan, 

a student must achieve the PASSING 

STANDARD or a predetermined MINIMUM 

SCORE on eight to 15 EOC exams.Ninth-grade students choose one of three 

graduation plans: Minimum, Recommended 

or Distinguished. The programs differ in the 

number of required credits. The Minimum 

graduation plan requires parent and 

administrator permission.
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“Quality dance education for children
& adults since 1970”

Registration info at:
www.smsdance.com  •  (512) 345-1284

“Dance Studio Moving Near
Your Neighborhood!”

Coming Fall 2012
New location in Plaza 183 (183 & Anderson Mill)

Board certifi ed Family Medicine physicians and Pediatricians 

providing the convenience of specialized care for your entire 

family in the same offi ce.
More at our website

Call for Appt.
512 336-2777 •  www.CedarParkDoctors.com

345 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite 104 , Cedar Park • 920 N. Vista Ridge Blvd. Suite 500, Cedar Park

Family Medicine: Cameron T. King, MD;

Elizabeth S. Neal, MD; Zina Islam, MD
Pediatricians: Brent Cardwell, MD; Jennifer Cardwell, MD; 

Lisa Hutchens, MD; Lee Keegan, MD; Betzi Mathew, MD; 

Carrie Danner, MD

Beat the back-to-school rush
and schedule your Sports
and Annual Physicals now

tr
ac

i r
o

d
ri

g
ue

z

Cashway Building Materials has been operating 
in Leander since 1984.
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Versatility keeps 
small businesses 
alive and thriving
Locally owned shops make 
most of changing market
By Joe Lanane

An increasing amount of national 
franchises are calling Cedar Park and 
Leander home, forcing locally owned 
businesses to sink or swim in a rapidly 
changing market.

Costco is the latest in a long line of 
major retail outlets to make plans to locate 
to the area. The big-box store is slated 
to open later this year, adding another 
broad competitor that long-established 
entrepreneurs must overcome.

The keys to success vary by owner and 
industry, yet the operators of these mom 
and pop shops continually cite one factor 
that differentiates them from the compe-
tition: customer service.

But even strong service is not always 
enough to overcome lower prices. 
O’Leander Cafe closed in May after seven 
years of operation due to high overhead 
and lack of sales.

Former O’Leander Cafe owner Loretta 
Warner warns small businesses that new, 
national competition can often take a 
toll, even if only temporarily.

“Everybody wants to try the new place 
in town, and it takes enough away from 

to 22 million gallons of water at the most 
critical time of year, he said. After Round 
Rock’s service goes live, Phase I can eventu-
ally provide up to 42 million gallons per day 
from Lake Travis to the three cities.

Source: Brushy Creek regional Utility authority 

Cedar Park plans to expand FM 1431 to accommodate anticipated development.
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Below is a map of the completed Phase I water 
pipeline project that will provide resources 

to Cedar Park, Leander and Round Rock. The system draws water from Lake Travis and distributes it 
through a new network of pipes that have been under construction since 2009.

Leander          47.5%
Round Rock   38.5%
Cedar Park        14%

How much each 
city paid for the 

$131 million 
Phase I project

Brushy 

Creek Rd.
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OUR GOAL WASN’T TO   

CHANGE THE  
WORLD  

OF CARDIOVASCUL AR CARE. IT  WAS TO CHANGE

THE LIVES OF OUR PATIENTS FOR THE BETTER.

TURNS OUT, WE DID BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

Introducing St. David’s Heart & Vascular—an unparalleled network of hospitals,  
institutions and cardiologists, all working together. Over 250,000 times a year we provide top-quality,  

compassionate cardiovascular care to patients—care they couldn’t get anywhere else.

St. David’s Medical Center  |  Heart Hospital of Austin  |  St. David’s Georgetown Hospital  |  St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center  |  St. David’s South Austin Medical Center  |  Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute

Austin Heart  |  CardioTexas  |  Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas  |  Texas Heart & Vascular
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It’s always fun when 
new restaurants move into 
town, and it’s always sad 
when existing restaurants 
close. 

I celebrated the openings 
of some of the restaurants 

most recently to join our community, 
Reunion Grille in Cedar Park and Shea’s 
Place in Leander. I was also devastated to 
discover the closing of my all-time favorite 
small town eatery, O’Leander Cafe, where 
my family had been regulars for years. We 
enjoyed the food and the atmosphere along 
with the personal greeting and welcoming 
smile from business owner Loretta Warner 
each and every visit.

The core of this area’s business com-
munity has shifted dramatically in just a 
short period of time. National retail chains 
and restaurant franchises have entered our 
marketplace in droves, and small-business 
owners have been forced to adapt or risk 

closing their doors. This month’s Page 1 
story about  local businesses focuses on 
some business owners who have perse-
vered through adversity. The article also 
identifies local support systems that help 
ensure the survival of these smaller enter-
prises. If we truly appreciate the charm 
these local businesses offer us, then we 
must frequent them in order to keep them 
in our community.

Belts are still tight in many Cedar 
Park and Leander households despite an 
improving economy, so while out enjoying 
those local restaurants, look to our “Stay-
cation” guide for other backyard options to 
keep you busy this summer.

What should be the primary function of Lake 
Travis water?

Consumption

58.82%

Recreation

33.33%

Agriculture

5.88%

Other

1.96%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 6/6/12–7/10/12

New question: How much priority do you place on frequenting locally 

owned small businesses?

On Page 21, the name of the co-owner on the 
Hemingway Restaurant and Bar dining profile was 
misspelled. The co-owner was Vernon O’Rourke. Also, 
menu prices have since changed. They can be found at 
www.hemingwayrb.com.

On Page 30, the Leander ISD Education Focus incorrectly 
mapped the Florence Middle School feeder schools. Stiles 
students can attend Rouse High School or Vista Ridge 
High School, depending on home address.

Correction  – Volume 7, Issue 3
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4  Owners Shiney Cherian, Sonia Arora 
and Nutan Jagdish have combined to 
open Naanfull Indian Grill, 1335 W. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T130, in the 1890 
Ranch shopping center. The restaurant, 
which opened July 12, offers simple, 
healthy alternatives to traditional Indian 
cuisine. 418-6906

5  Anthony Pesce opened Men’s Hair 
Center at 1540 Cypress Creek Road, 
Ste. 101, Cedar Park, on June 7. Pesce 
offers full-service haircuts at the upscale 
men’s salon. Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.,                 
Sat. 8 a.m.–4 p.m., Sun. closed, 506-2020,        
www.menshaircentertx.com 

6  Family Hair Cutters opened May 30 
at 1201 N. Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 700, Cedar 
Park. The shop caters to customers of all 
ages. 259-4097

7  After teaching music lessons in Cedar 
Park since 2008, Michael and Amy Boyd 
opened Sense and Color School of Music, 
located at 300 Brushy Creek Road, Ste. 202, 
on June 7. Four professional musicians 
teach private lessons in guitar, voice, bass, 
electronic music and other instruments 
and also lead group music workshops.       
771-4869, www.guitaraustin.org

8  Free World Gallery, home to hand-
crafted items from throughout the world, 
opened May 10 at Lakeline Mall, 11200 
Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. T1, Austin, 
across from the Regal Lakeline 9 movie 
theater. Owner Jesse Lew said the store’s 
merchandise includes jewelry, paintings, 
furniture and cultural art. 996-8456, 
www.facebook.com/FreeWorldGallery 
 
9   Kadai Indian Kitchen, 12920 W. 

Parmer Lane, Ste. 105, Cedar Park, at 
The Shops at Silverado, is scheduled to 
open in late July. The restaurant will serve 
traditional Indian cuisine. 260-1060,  
www.kadaiindiankitchen.com

10 Husband and wife duo Abhay and 
Suparna Salunke opened LaVida Massage 
on June 25 at 2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. 110, Cedar Park, near the Parmer 

Now Open 

1  Bill Shea and his wife, Kimberly, 
opened Shea’s Place on July 1 at 105 
W. Willis St., Leander. The restaurant 
features Texas comfort food, including 
barbecue items, chicken-fried steak as well 
as steaks, catfish, salads, a full bar and 
live entertainment on the outdoor patio.        
986-8719

2  PartyTime HQ claims to have the 
biggest waterslides and largest selection 
in Central Texas. The party materials 
store opened June 1 and also has bounce 
houses and margarita machines—
among other party items—at 1001 Doris 
Lane, Ste. B, Cedar Park. 200-3702,                             
www.partytimehq.com

3  After a two-year mobile operation, 

digital slot car racing operation Races2U 
now has its own home as of June 1. The 
store is located at 13945 N. US 183, Austin, 
in the Northfork Plaza Shopping Center. It 
features replicas of Daytona International 
Speedway and Austin’s yet-to-be-completed 
Circuit of The Americas racetrack and 
other racing-themed games. They also 
host birthday parties and corporate events.         
761-7223, www.races2u.com
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Lane and FM 1431 intersection. The 
center offers various hour-long deep 
tissue and relaxation massages. 528-5691,                                                
http://cedarpark.tx.lavidamassage.com

11  High-end butcher shop The Meat 
House opened July 3 at 10621 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 103, Austin. The store’s meat 
case features premium beef as well as 
all-natural chicken and turkey. There is 
also fresh seafood, fresh produce, deli 
products and prepared meals. 432-5553,                    
www.themeathouse.com

12  High-end car washer Water Works 
Auto Spa is now serving Cedar Park 
customers at 11201 Pecan Park Blvd. 506-
9838, www.waterworksautospa.com

13 Patients began frequenting Heather 
Hagen Family & Cosmetic Dentistry on 
June 5. The office, located at 800 Crystal 
Falls Parkway, Bldg. 2, Leander, welcomes 
patients of all ages and health concerns. 
259-4700, www.heatherhagendds.com

Coming Soon

14  Premier Athletic Complex, a new 
multisport facility, is being built in Leander 
between Crystal Falls Parkway and FM 
2243. The 40,000-square-foot building will 
host basketball, volleyball, fitness training 
and more. Construction should be done in 
early fall. www.pac-tx.com

15  Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers plans 
to open its first Austin-area franchise in 
Cedar Park on Sept. 13. Construction 
has already started on the store, located 
at 1456 E. Whitestone Blvd., across the 
street from 1890 Ranch. There is only 
one entree on the menu: chicken fingers.                         
www.raisingcanes.com

16  Zydeceaux’s sourdeaux bakery and 
Cajun cuisine, 13010 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 
800, Cedar Park, will open mid-August 
and feature fourth-generation French 
Cajun recipes, owner Stephen Mouton 
said. The restaurant will also feature live 
music. 803-1417

Expansions

17  Owner Don Grenier opened the 
Cedar Park Overhead Doors showroom, 
located at 2423 S. Bell Blvd., just down 
the road from the original office 
building. Customers can now test out 
garage doors, openers and purchase 
any stock parts at the new building, 
which opened in early July. 335-7441,                                           
www.cedarparkgaragedoors.com

New Ownership

18  Big G’s Car Wash is now Mister Car 
Wash, the company’s second Cedar Park 
location, at 1501 W. Whitestone Blvd. The 
facility was renovated, and new packages 
and pricing are available. 904-9786,          
www.mistercarwash.com

19  Millennium Wraps—formerly 
Elevation—was taken over by owners 
Craig Cole, Michael Toth and George 
Toth in late March. The vehicle wrap 
company also changed to a larger location 
at 13505 N. FM 620, Austin. 336-0606,                         
www.millenniumwraps.com

In the News  June 7 at A.F.C. 
Wellness, 715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 203, 
Cedar Park. His areas of focus include 
spinal care, rehabilitation, proper nutrition 
and family wellness care. He works 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 259-0444, www.
afc-wellness.com

21  The Leander Scott & White clinic, 
1007 S. US 183, plans to take on a new 
doctor July 23 as part of its expanded OB-
GYN services. Dr. Sara Skolnick will be 
responsible for regular prenatal checkups, 
infertility evaluations and annual exams. 
260-4900, www.sw.org/location/leander

22 Keith McSpadden is the newest doctor 
at Foot Specialists of Cedar Park, 601 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 226, Cedar Park. He 
joins Wayne Hurst’s practice, which has 
been in Central Texas 13 years. He started 
July 16. 259-3338, www.austinfeet.com

Owner Warren Peck previously operated Races2U out of two mobile vehicles, but he now has a storefront 
where customers can play with the digital slot cars and other automobile-themed games. 

news or questions about Cedar park or leander? 
e-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.
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Compiled by Joe Lanane

Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Precision Podiatry is 

proud to offer the use of 

the Q Clear Laser. This 

patented laser is a specially 

designed medical device 

which shines a laser light 

beam through the nail and 

vaporize the germs in and 

under the nail plate that 

causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 

CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser

$295Starting at
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1
Shea’s Place opened across the street from Lean-
der City Hall and Two Saints Baking Co. and Cafe, 
offering a fine dining option for residents.

Owners John and Michelle Broadway slide down 
the 27-foot inflatable waterslide available for rental 
at PartyTime HQ.

2         

Owner Don Grenier has many garage door samples 
in the new showroom at Cedar Park Overhead 
Doors.

17 
From left: Five-year customer Noah Padgett, owner 
Anthony Pesce and manager John Moreno are 
seen at the new Men’s Hair Center.

5
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Calendar

31 Wild Things 
Zoofari 
the leander 
public library 
invites families 
to meet exotic 
animals and 
hear their stories 
with Wild things 
Zoofari. this 
program, licensed 
by texas parks 
and Wildlife 
and part of the 
association of 
professional 
Wildlife educators, 
teaches children 

about conservation by introducing them to 
exotic animals such as the ring-tailed lemur 
and the african pygmy hedgehog. 10–11 
a.m. Free. leander public library Conference 
room C, 1011 South Bagdad road, leander. 
259-5259. www.wildthingszoofari.com

31 Family Night Zoo Show
Families are invited to a showcase of animals 
visiting the twin Creeks Country Club from 
the Capital of texas Zoo. reservations are 
encouraged. 6:15 p.m. $12.95 (adults), $9.95 
(children ages 4–12), free (children age 3 or 
younger). twin Creeks Country Club, 3201 
twin Creeks Club drive, Cedar park. 331-
5900. www.twincreeksclub.com, jbrothers@
twincreeksclub.com

31–Aug. 2 Cospace coworking 
sessions at Hemingway
Small-business startup operation Cospace 
introduces its concept of coworking 

Aug. 4–5 
By Emilie Boenig

Monster Jam is the world’s largest monster truck tour and features some of the biggest 
names in monster trucks. the 12-foot tall, 10,000-pound machines navigate obstacle courses 
and perform freestyle routines. drivers maneuver the monster trucks to perform tricks, which 
are scored by a panel of judges. Monster Jam monster trucks may crash, jump, fly or weave 
around an obstacle course strewn with old cars or even airplanes. 

the two-day event includes a pit party before the Sunday show where fans can meet and 
take photos with the stars of Monster Jam for an additional $10. 

Sat. 2 p.m., 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. $10–$25, plus parking. Cedar park Center, 2100 avenue 
of the Stars, Cedar park. 600-5000. www.cedarparkcenter.com
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The Advance Auto Parts Monster Jam features performances from some of the most well-known 
monster trucks, most of which have 1,500-horsepower engines and high-impact suspension.

Advance Auto Parts Monster Jam
a royality themed art camp. Children make 
crafts, design castles and participate in music 
activities and games. 9 a.m.–noon. $159. 
leander parks and recreation department 
office, 406 Municipal drive, leander.  
528-9909. www.leandertx.org

24 Performance by musician  
Mr. Johnny 
Children’s musician Mr. Johnny performs 
upbeat sing- and dance-along music for 
toddlers. 10–11 a.m. Free. leander public 
library Conference room C, 1011 South 
Bagdad road, leander. 259-5259.  
www.leander.lib.tx.us

25 Build Your Business With People
Small-business startup operation Cospace 
hosts a workshop about attracting and 
retaining talent, creating the right workspace 
and encouraging entrepreneurs to excel. pre-
registration is required. 5–8 p.m. $15. austin 
Community College Cypress Creek Campus, 
1555 Cypress Creek road, Cedar park.  
994-0009. www.cospace.co/cedarpark

26 Magic show 
with Cody Fisher 
Former school 
teacher and corpo-
rate entertainer Cody 
Fisher presents a 
library-themed edu-
cational magic show 
for children. 1:30–2:30 
p.m. Free. Cedar park 
public library Com-
munity room, 550 
discovery Blvd.,  
Cedar park.  

401-5600. www.codyfisher.com

27–29 The Peddler Show
the traveling collection of vendors known 
as the peddler Show offers shoppers items 
including personalized designs, home décor, 
hand-crafted jewelry, clothing, gourmet treats, 
creative gifts and more. in celebration of its 
35th anniversary, the peddler Show offers 
free admission to the first 35 shoppers each 
day. Fri. 3 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m., Sun. 11 a.m. 
$6 (adults), $5 (seniors and children), free 
(children younger than 5). Cedar park Center, 
2100 avenue of the Stars, Cedar park.  
600-5000. www.thepeddlershow.com

28 Central Texas American Youth 
Football Conference registration
parents can sign up their children for 
independent youth football and cheer leagues. 
$price. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. academy Sports + 
outdoors, 1104 C-Bar ranch trail, Cedar 
park. 828-9626.  
www.cedarparkyouthfootball.com

28 Summer Reading Club finale picnic
Children who participated in the Cedar park 
public library’s Summer reading Club are 
invited to the finale event in the park. Families 
should bring their park pass and a sack lunch 
to enjoy while musician lucas Miller performs. 

11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. elizabeth Milburn 
park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar park.  
401-5634. www.cedarparktx.us

28 Adobe Photoshop class for 
beginners 
the Cedar park public library hosts a class 
for children ages 12–18 who would like 
to learn the basics of adobe photoshop. 
participants use library-owned computers and 
must preregister. Space is limited. 1–3 p.m. 
Free. Cedar park public library, 550 discovery 
Blvd., Cedar park. 401-5600.  
www.cedarparktx.us

28–29 IWFL national championship 
the independent Women’s Football 
league hosts three bowls and the World 
Championship game on Saturday and the 
all-Star game on Sunday. Sat. 9:15 a.m., Sun. 
10:05 a.m. $15 (all-game pass), $5 (per game). 
kelly reeves athletic Complex, 10211  
W. parmer lane, austin. 215-4238.  
www.sportscapitaloftexas.com

July
21 Pop Warner youth football and cheer 
registration
the lCp pop Warner youth football and cheer 
program holds its in-person registration for all 
age groups. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. $250 (competitive 
cheerleading), $190 (non competitive 
cheerleading), $175 (football). academy 
Sports + outdoors, 1104 C-Bar ranch trail, 
Cedar park. 739-1410. www.lcppopwarner.org

Through Sept. 21 Cedar Park 
Fire Department 2012 safety art contest 
the Cedar park Fire department asks 
elementary school students living in Cedar 
park to illustrate the theme “Safety First, 
Safety always” on paper no larger than 11 
inches by 14 inches. entries can be dropped 
off at or mailed to the fire department office. 
First- through fifth-place prizes are awarded, 
and the top winners’ art is displayed at Cedar 
park Fire department facilities. daily. Free. 
Cedar park Fire department, 450 Cypress 
Creek Blvd., Bldg. 3, Cedar park. 401-5228. 
www.cedarparktx.us

22 Austin Steam Train Association 
celebrates 20 years of service 
to celebrate 20 years of service, the austin 
Steam train association offers a variety of 
activities, including special rides in vintage 
passenger cars, a tour of collected railroad 
memorabilia on board a Santa Fe horse car, 
a motor car ride on the tracks in the working 
railyard, train safety information, food, 
beverages and more. train departs at 11 a.m., 
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. $10–$20 (train rides), free 
(tours, motor car ride, entertainment). Cedar 
park depot, 401 e. Whitestone Blvd, Cedar 
park. 477-8468. www.austinsteamtrain.org

23 2012 Eagle 
Open Golf 
Tournament 
the Summit Christian 
academy Booster Club 
hosts its annual golf 
tournament, which 
features a shotgun 

start and scramble format. 9 a.m. $100 (per 
player), $150 (hole sponsor), $1,000 (title 
sponsor). twin Creeks Country Club, 3201 
twin Creeks Club drive, Cedar park.  
779-3557. www.scaboosterclub.weebly.com, 
boosterclub@summiteagles.org

23–25 Cospace coworking sessions at 
Roasters Coffee Haven
Small-business startup operation Cospace 
introduces its concept of coworking sessions, 
which are designed to connect local 
entrepreneurs and small-business owners. 
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. roasters Coffee Haven, 
2011 little elm trail, Cedar park. 994-0009. 
www.cospace.co/cedarpark

23–26 Abrakadoodle art camp in 
Leander
the mobile arts and crafts program 
abrakadoodle offers children ages 3–12  
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1335 e whitestone - cedar park, texas - 512.528.5449 - takaraonline.com

1890 Ranch Shopping Center

Join us for HAPPY HOUR Mon-Thurs 4-7pm
and LIVE JAZZ MUSIC Fridays 6:30-9:30pm

Live music in July–August

Cedar Park Farms to Market
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Austin • 363-6700 
www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com
July  21 the inheritance 
 28 nancy Scott 
Aug.  4 Chris and Co 
 11 kara Grainger 

The Dig Pub
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • 996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com
July  20 Fishwhistle 
 27 the Sticky notes 
Aug. 3 Mark Craven 
 17 Fishwhistle 

JT’s Sportsgrille
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park  
331-2091 • www.jtsportsgrille.com
July  25 Mateo & Jeremy 
             27 the detentions 
     dave Massey 
             28 Caitie taylor 
Aug.     1 Caitie taylor  
             3 the detentions 
             10 the detentions 
             11 Chrome Wheels 
             15 Mateo & Jeremy 

 

Mouton’s Southern Bistro
309 N. US 183, Leander • 260-6300 
www.moutonsbistro.com
live instrumental piano music performed by 
padraic Smith every Friday night

 

The Post Beer Bar
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
258-2434 • www.thepostbeerbar.com
July  21 katy Band 
 27 Check 1 
Aug.  4 trial by Fire 
 11 Venson and Friends

 

Reunion Grille
1501 E. New Hope Drive, Cedar Park 
528-5644 • www.reuniongrille.com
July  26 John egan 
  Quenby landiorio 
 27 Sarah pierce 
  Bracken Hale

 

Takara Sushi & Asian Bistro
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. T–140, 
Cedar Park • 528-5449  
www.takaraonline.com
live jazz music performed by J’aiBeaux 
every Friday night

 

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, Cedar 
Park • 260-2060  
www.shootersbilliards.net
July 21 lC rocks 
            28  Matt Begley & Bitter Whiskey 
Aug.  4 the Crush 
            11  lC rocks 
            18  Suede

 

Spotlight Karaoke Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • 259-3838  
www.spotlightkaraokebar.com
July      27   newsboyz 
Aug.    11   Capital Suspects

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/lcp-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events considered for 
edition, they must be submitted online by the first Friday of 
the month.

Online Calendar

sessions, which are designed to connect local 
entrepreneurs and small-business owners.  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Hemingway restaurant 
and Bar, 500 Cypress Creek road, Ste. 170, 
Cedar park. 994-0009.  
www.cospace.co/cedarpark

August

3 Full Moon 
Concert Series 
with Tracie Lynn 
Singer-songwriter 
tracie lynn performs 
at leander’s Full Moon 
Concert Series. Families 
are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, 
friendly pets on leashes 
and a picnic dinner. 
7–9:30 p.m. Free. robin 
Bledsoe park, 601 S. 
Bagdad road, leander.  
528-9909. 
www.leandertx.org

12 Inspire Kids 
to TRI youth 
triathlon 
organization inspire 
kids to tri invites 
children ages 
7–15 to swim, bike 
and run during 
the triathlon or 
participate in a 
1k Fun run. USa 

triathlon membership is required to participate 
in the triathlon, where separate age groups 
travel different distances. 7:30 a.m. $45–$50 
(triathlon), $15–$20 (Fun run). elizabeth 
Milburn park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar 
park. www.inspirekidstotri.com
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1401 Medical Parkway  
512-528-7000

CedarParkRegional.com

BEST THING
IT’S THE

I EVER DID FOR MYSELF.

“I already had type 2 diabetes, high blood pressure and high cholesterol when I developed 

sleep apnea. That’s what finally made me decide to have the weight loss surgery. The 

support I received from Dr. Basa and her staff was wonderful. They were always there when 

I needed them. Today, I’ve lost 85 pounds. All those health problems are history. And I’m 

down to a size 6.  I’m so happy with the difference it’s made.”

To find out more about our Bariatric Weight Loss Surgery Program, or to attend a free 

seminar that could change your life, call 512-528-7317 or visit CedarParkRegional.com.

Debra Lourigan
Weight Loss Surgery Success

Patient results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of weight loss surgery.

Free Weight Loss Surgery Seminars
Thursday, July 5 • 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 18 • 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Nicole R. Basa, M.D., Bariatric and General Surgeon
Independent Member of the Medical Staff at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

A guest or support person is welcome.  
Register today at 512-528-7317.

62813_CEDA_LouriganJULY_10x6_04c.indd   1 6/5/12   11:10 AM

10125 Lake Creek Parkway Ste. A
Austin, TX 78729

250-9444 

A HEALTHY SMILE LEADS 
TO A HEALTHY LIFE

ALL SERVICES INCLUDE:
Dental Implants  |  Implant Overdentures

Two Appointment AvaDent Digital Dentures
Partial Dentures  |  Nitrous Oxide and Oral Minimal Sedation

Esthetic Crowns and Bridges |  TMJ

183
45
TOLL

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Ernesto Carmona Jr, 
D.D.S.

DENTAL IMPLANTS $995
Restrictions may apply • Implant abutment and crown not included
Good until 7/31/12

Accepting new patients 

Bringing Women’s Healthcare HomeWith rates 
as low as 

New and Used 
Auto Loans

1.99 % 
APR*

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions 
apply. Equal Housing Lender. (800) 749-9732 x1002

Save money by contacting 
us today!
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www.tomlinsons.com

The pet store for people
who cherish their pets!

SIX AUSTIN AREA LOCATIONS · See our website for store specials and location information.
CEDAR PARK · 2800 E. Whitestone Blvd. • HEB Shopping Center • 512-260-8566

high technology

Same day appointments
Saturday Walk-In clinic 8:00am-10:30am

500 W. Whitestone Blvd, Suite 100 - Cedar Park, Texas 78613

512.250.3900 www.nwdclinic.com

Stephen Bodi, PA-CMichael Bogdanovich, MD Wilson Cochrane, PA-CChristine Eady, DO Danielle Key, PA-C

Where
excellent family care

meets

Whitestone Blvd.

B
agdad 

R
d.

183

Growing demand dictates need
U.S. census data places Williamson 

County among the top 10 fastest-growing 
counties in the nation. In fact, Round Rock 
is the second-fastest growing large U.S. city, 
while Cedar Park and Leander’s popula-
tions have respectively doubled and tripled 
the past decade.

The state’s water master planning process 
places an immediate emphasis on find-
ing more water for this region, said Dan 
Hardin, water resources planning director 
for the Texas Water Development Board, 
which takes into account economic and 
social factors as well as population pat-
terns and access to water before approving 
bonded projects. 

Hardin, who oversaw the BCRUA 
$309.75 million request for bond fund-
ing in 2007, said faster-than-anticipated 
growth has made it essential that Leander 
and Round Rock secure long-term alter-
nate water sources. The need in Cedar 
Park, however, is even more urgent.

“Cedar Park, in particular, would not have 
sufficient water supplies in drought condi-
tions right now,” Hardin said. “Some areas 
take longer for areas of growth to catch up. 
For Cedar Park, [the need] is immediate.”

Even under ideal conditions, Cedar 
Park’s existing water resources would last 
only two more years, Councilman Mitch 
Fuller said. Fortunately for the city, the 
BCRUA first phase should extend the city’s 
water supply five to seven years, he said.

“The economic impact is extraordinary,” he 
said. “Without this water, it could essentially 
impact developed properties and preclude 
any growth for undeveloped properties.”

Fuller, who twice served as BCRUA 
president, said economic hardships have 
drastically changed the tone of this project 
since it first started. Appraisal data shows 
the rate of residential growth, while still 
increasing, has substantially leveled off in 
each involved city since the housing bubble 
burst in 2008.

The decrease in development has been 
particularly hard on Leander, which is pay-
ing off debt service on the project through 
existing customers’ water bills. Although 

Water
Continued from | 1

impact study for the second phase construc-
tion, but not without some protests from city 
officials in Volente, where a portion of the 
project is scheduled to be built.

Any objections aside, Fuller said it will 
be up to the three cities involved to come 
up with the best affordable option to ensure 
Phase II advances.

“There’s a historic inevitability at getting 
water from Lake Travis,” he said. “It was 
built for flood control and water supply.”

So far, the partnership has worked out 
well despite some very in-depth discus-
sions, White said. In the end, the board has 
always voted unanimously, he said.

“There’s not an itch to scratch, but there 
will be, and we need to be ready with a 
solution,” White said.

Source: Williamson and travis Central appraisal districts

also necessary for attracting potential new 
industries, he said.

Two project phases remain
The BCRUA’s second phase calls for build-

ing a $100 million permanent deep-water 
intake structure that will provide up to 67 
million gallons of capacity, White said. The 
final $29 million phase further expands the 
operation to create 106 million gallons per 
day of total capacity, he said. 

“The project is the first of its kind in Central 
Texas where three municipalities have come 
together for future generations,” White said. 
“It’s essential. Without it, I don’t see [Round 
Rock] being able to continue to grow.”

There is approximately $168 million left in 
bonding capacity for the rest of the project.

But the second phase is at least three years 
away from reality, Fuller said. The BCRUA 
board on June 20 approved an environmental 

water rates increased to compensate for the 
debt, the cost of taking on such an expen-
sive water infrastructure project alone 
would have been far more expensive, Lean-
der Mayor Chris Fielder said.

“If we didn’t have water availability, we 
wouldn’t get the growth,” said Fielder, the 
incoming BCRUA president. 

The number of new single-family struc-
tures in Leander continues to grow but at 
a slower rate, according to the Travis and 
Williamson central appraisal districts. 
Similar slowdowns in growth were also 
seen in Cedar Park and Round Rock from 
2007–2011.

But with more open land available for 
development in Leander than the other 
two communities, Fielder said he expects 
the project’s financial burden to level out in 
the coming years.

“Our growth will help us catch up to rates,” 
he said. “The big thing now is to maintain 
growth so we don’t move backwards.”

System helps overcome obstacles 
Drought conditions have also added to 

the sense of urgency to create a deep-water 
intake system that can draw water from the 
depths of Lake Travis where existing infra-
structure fails to reach. In the meantime, a 
temporary, floating intake structure has been 
created to sift water through a new intake 
line that travels along Trails End Road.

Water is then processed in a new regional 
treatment plant at New Hope Drive in 
Cedar Park. From there it is dispersed to 
Cedar Park and Leander—and as late as 
2016 to Round Rock. In the meantime, 
Round Rock will continue relying on its 
primary water source at Stillhouse Hollow 
Reservoir, Councilman George White said.

White, the outgoing BCRUA president, 
said Stillhouse Hollow can adequately sus-
tain Round Rock another four to five years.

“We will be drawing from [Lake Travis] 
a little later, but it didn’t make sense for us 
to not get involved in this project,” White 
said. “There is a sense of urgency for mak-
ing sure water is available.”

Round Rock’s population is expected to 
double in the next 20 years to more than 
200,000, White said, making it essen-
tial the city secure enough water to help 
develop its northeast quadrant. Water is 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

BCRUA droughtor

Meeting the need 
Residential growth spurs interest in project

Cedar Park, Leander and 
Round Rock continued to 

grow in 2011 despite the 2008 
national housing crisis, albeit at 

small rates. The number 
of residential structures increased 

again in 2011, reinforcing the 
need for more water.

35

CedAR PARk
13,882 homes

+3.68%

RoUnd RoCk
25,302 homes

+1.24%

LeAndeR
8,395 homes

+3.35%
University 

Blvd.
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Road
Continued from | 1

Cedar Park Engineering Director Darwin 
Marchell said the city anticipates traffic along the 
corridor to increase, especially with the impending 
development of a Schlitterbahn Waterpark.

“There were a couple things that led up to the 
project—the first one being the fact that Schlit-
terbahn will be in that general vicinity,” Marchell 
said. “Then, we looked at the numbers that TxDOT 

$23 million   FM 1431 road construction project
 TxDOT and the City of Cedar Park team up to widen, improve arterial

To Cedar Park
Construction will stretch 0.27 miles west of Parmer Lane 
and Ronald Reagan Boulevard in order to transition the 
four-lane roadway to a six-lane arterial. The environmen-
tal clearance for future FM 1431 improvements extends 
to Toll 183A. Crews will also restripe FM 1431 between 
Toll 183A and Cottonwood Creek Trail to form six lanes. 
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Proposed continuous-flow intersection
Vehicles line up in a left turn lane, drive across oncoming traffic to the far left lanes 
after first signal turns green and complete the turn when a second signal turns green.

1431

Schlitterbahn
The proposed 16-acre, 
indoor-outdoor convertible 
Schlitterbahn Waterpark 
project is still on hold. In-
volved partners said in April 
they would reach a deal in 
spring 2012, but no updates 
have been announced.

1621 County Rd. 269 | Leander, TX 78641  ph: 512-567-3437 - North Location   
3300 Gonzales St. | Austin TX 78702  ph: 512-992-2510 - Central Austin Location

Cedar • Redwood • Fir • Composite Decking 
Ipe • Yellow & Pressure Treated Pine

183A
TOLL

2243

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

CR 269

CR 273

Locally owned 
& operated

OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 

www.gtownlumberandsupply.com

ARC_CommImpact_Check-in_Check-up_Divers_06212012_10x2.95.indd   1 6/26/2012   8:43:03 AM
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has for the number of vehicles traveling 
on different sections of [FM] 1431. If you 
look at the whole road, this segment had 
the highest traffic count of any segment of 
[FM] 1431.”

State chips in
In June 2010, TxDOT approved the city’s 

application for money to improve FM 
1431 through the Pass–Through Financ-
ing program. While the city foots the bill 
for research and design, TxDOT will reim-
burse up to 80 percent of the $17 million 
cost of construction over the next 10 years.

“This type of pass-through financing 
allows an entity like a city or a county to 
pick projects they want to have done right 
away,” TxDOT spokesman John Hurt said. 
“And it works out for us because TxDOT 

pays that back over time.”
Before road construction can begin, the 

city must prove the increased road capacity 
will not negatively impact the surround-
ing environment. The city’s environmental 
assessment includes the length of FM 1431 
from Sam Bass Road to Toll 183A, a longer 
segment than what will be widened.

“The reason we did that was so we could 
have that entire section environmentally 
clear,” Marchell said. “So if any money 
becomes available for us in the future from 
TxDOT for a joint project, or from any 
other entity, the environmental clearance 
is there. You automatically have a 16 to 18 
month head start by having that environ-
mental clearance.”

Garret Bonn, Cedar Park project man-
ager, said the city is reviewing the environ-
mental assessment and will send it in late 

July or August to TxDOT, where it awaits 
approval. If TxDOT finds no significant 
environmental impact, the project will 
enter its final design phases during which 
time the city will be able to hire a road con-
struction company.

Traffic impact minimal
The city and TxDOT have jointly hosted 

two open houses regarding the FM 1431 
project, one on February 21 and another 
July 17. Marchell said there will be a public 
hearing, including a formal presentation, 
in November or December.

The city tweaked the road’s preliminary 
design to address concerns from residents, 
Marchell said. Crews will likely modify the 
road in the same way FM 1431 was con-
structed in front of 1890 Ranch.

“They’ll essentially build one side of the 

road while traffic stays where it’s at, and 
then they move traffic over to the new sec-
tion they just built and construct the other 
side of the median,” Marchell said.

Impacts to traffic should be minimal, 
Hurt said.

“The bulk of the project length from 
Parmer Lane to Sam Bass Road remains 
largely rural undeveloped with only pock-
ets of development,” Hurt said. “The only 
intense traffic control will be at the inter-
section of [Parmer Lane] and [FM] 1431, 
as this area will require numerous phases 
to construct and maintain traffic flows.”

Once construction begins, the improve-
ments will take 18–24 months to com-
plete, Marchell said.

Laying the asphalt
New raised medians separating traffic will vary in width 
from 5–17 feet. Crews will apply about 24 feet of asphalt 
to widen the entire two-mile roadway segment and 
make room for two additional lanes. 

To Round Rock
Construction will extend 0.23 miles east of Sam Bass 
Road to transition from six to four lanes. Will Hamp-
ton, Round Rock communications director, said the 
city had no plans to improve the segment of FM 1431 
from Sam Bass Road to I-35.
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Emergency medicine is about three things: compassion, skilled care and speed. You’ll find these at Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center. The experienced E.R. physicians and the entire team are committed to having you initially seen by a 

clinical professional* within 30 minutes of your arrival. If you need an E.R. fast, try our fast E.R. Once you do, you won’t 

want to go anywhere else. Visit us online at CedarParkRegional.com/ER to view our current average E.R. wait time.

*Clinical professional is defined as a physician, nurse practitioner or physician assistant. If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

CedarParkRegional.com/ER

30-MInuTEs-
OR-LEss

ThE

E.R. sERVICE PLEdgE.

61976_CEDA_ERpldg_10x6_04c.indd   1 4/20/12   11:06 AM

Two Convenient Locations! 
Corner of Bee Cave Rd and Westbank Dr.

3801 Bee Cave Rd S, Ste 140
 Lake Creek Square Shopping Center

12129 FM 620 North, Ste. 103

FEDERAL
Workers!

Need hearing aids?
Miracle-Ear Hearing Aid Center

is NOW O�ering...
hearing aids at NO COST to 

federal workers and retirees!

That’s Right... No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee!  No Adjustment Fee!

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear ME200 
series aids with a 2 year warranty! Most Federal Government employees and retirees 
are eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali�ers.

Discover How Much Better Your World Can Sound…

Call Today 512-298-3655

Miracl

Blue Cross Blue Shield Federal Insurance pays total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear 
ME200 series aids. Most Federal Government employees and retirees are 
eligible. You may even be covered if you have other non-federal insurance 
coverage. Special factory pricing available for non-quali� ers.
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SMALL-BUSINESS 
R E S O U R C E S

Assistance is available 
for small-business owners. 
Here are some examples:

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Business owners can network, volunteer, 
help build voice for business community
www.cedarparkchamber.org
www.leandercc.org

SMALL BUSINESS 
DEvELOPMENT CENTER

Work through your business plan with 
an area nonprofit agency
sbdc.mccoy.txstate.edu

SCORE AUSTIN
retired executives help entrepreneurs 
line up loans, licenses and more
austin.score.org

MICRO LENDERS
Federally sponsored loaners help 
businesses get $20,000–$100,000
www.sba.gov/content/microloan-program

INCUBATORS
or any other mutual workspace that 
allows entrepreneurs to collaborate
www.nbia.org

Business
Continued from | 1

the family-based shops,” she said. “Once 
people realized the new place isn’t any bet-
ter than O’Leander, it would take time to 
recover after that.”

Keeping customers consistently happy can 
also be tricky, Warner said, as menu changes 
can please one regular and infuriate another. 
That does not even take into account what it 
takes to keep ahead of the competition—a 
job in itself, she said.

Warner hopes someday to reopen a 
smaller operation that focuses on a few 
select items, including her pies, she said.  She 
will likely remain in the area, Warner said, 
despite having to close O’Leander Cafe.

“We did have some great customers, and 
that’s what I miss the most,” she said.

Customers come first
For all the struggles, there are many Cedar 

Park and Leander businesses that have sur-
vived and even thrived for decades. Cash-
way Building Materials is one of the most 
notable longtime family-owned shops in the 
area, serving Leander for nearly 30 years.

The hardware shop started off as a lumber 
yard for contractors but quickly expanded 
to include a retail operation, said general 
manager Mitch Bledsoe, whose grandfather 
started the business in 1984. As the popula-
tion increased around the once-rural shop 
along U.S. 183, Bledsoe said the business 
also had to change.

“We went from farmers and ranchers 
to homeowners, so it definitely affects the 
products we sell,” he said.

Small businesses must be versatile to 
compete against big-box competitors, said 
Joe Harper, director of the Texas State Uni-
versity Small Business Development Center. 
That is particularly important for stores such 
as Cashway, he said, which is competing 
against the new Lowe’s hardware store down 
the street.

“It’s really big when you’re talking about 
a contractor or subcontractor whose time is 
money, and getting it right the first time is 
important to them,” Harper said. “They tend 
to go with consistency, quality of supply and 
rely on the knowledge of the person behind 
the counter.”

By being willing to embrace change, 
small-business owners can better compare 
themselves to their big-box counterparts 
to determine potential competitive advan-
tages, he said. That difference is often what 
separates those that succeed from the 50 
percent of small businesses that fail within 
the first five years, Harper said.

Max Hudson of Hudson’s Jewelers in 
Leander follows a similar model. Hudson 
opened three years ago, having previously 
operated a location inside Lakeline Mall. 
But before that, the jeweler dedicated the 
majority of his 40-year career to repairs, a 
skill set that comes in handy when sales are 
down, he said.

“I have been in this business long 
enough to know when the economy is 
good, people will buy, and, on the other 
hand, when the economy is slow like the 
trying times we’ve been in, people will 
resort to repairing rings rather than buy-
ing new,” Hudson said.

Networking necessary for success
Building a customer base requires going 

beyond the business and into the commu-
nity, said Mary Bradshaw, Leander Cham-
ber of Commerce president and CEO. Oth-
erwise, customers often do not know what 
to expect from small businesses, she said.

“You can’t sit at home waiting for the 
business to come to you,” she said.

Dr. Oliver Lou of Cedar Park-based 
Signature Eye Care is a member of the 
Leander and Cedar Park chambers. He 
said he places a particularly high value 
on the Cedar Park chamber’s leadership 
program, from which he and seven of his 
employees have graduated.

“A business can only grow as much as 
you can drive it, so being developed as a 
leader raises the level of how successful 

your business can become,” he said. “It 
teaches all assets of the city, so you truly 
understand the community you’re in, and 
it’s much easier to connect with patients.”

Other business owners rely on word 
of mouth to help trigger business. For 20 
years, Cyndy Barron has worked alongside 
her husband, Floyd, to operate Barron’s 
Vacuum Center and Cleaning Supply in 
Cedar Park. Much of what they provide is 
education, she said, that is not offered in 
bigger stores.

“We try to make sure you made out bet-
ter because you came here,” Barron said.

There is often a difference between national 
retail shoppers and those who frequent local 
outlets, Barron and Bradshaw agreed.

“You always know what you’re going to 
get when you walk in a chain—it’s usu-
ally pretty consistent all over the country,” 
Bradshaw said. “But, if you want to talk 
to an owner, you can’t do that [at big-box 
stores]. I think people are always going to 
want that personal care.”

Power of the perks
Economic incentives often help cit-

ies attract big-box retailers, while smaller 
stores typically are not afforded similar 
financial perks. 

But there are some resources for small 
retailers. Aside from networking at local 
chambers of commerce, groups such as the 
SBDC and nonprofit service Score Aus-
tin counsel small businesses with various 
ranges of experience. There are also certain 
municipal and state incentives available.

Cedar Park, for example, provides reim-
bursements to businesses along the US 183 
corridor that improve the beauty and safety 
of their properties. Dr. Mo Jahadi of Chi-
rofit Wellness Center serves on the city’s 4B 
board responsible for distributing the beau-
tification grants.

The program expanded this year to 
include more businesses within Cedar Park’s 
primary business corridors, Jahadi said, and 
he would like to push for more economic 
development money to go toward small 
business. In the meantime, it is important 
businesses learn to excel where their larger 
counterparts fail, Score Austin Chairman 
Carlton Smith said. 

“If you have a community where Sam’s 

[Club] and Costco come in, that means 
you’re growing and growing fast,” Smith 
said. “It’s also an indicator you need more 
small business because you are growing, so 
there’s going to be more specialties.”

There is still nothing that can replace the 
convenience of parking immediately out-
side the store’s front door, said Barron, who 
does not rule herself out as a customer of 
larger stores.

“I might actually venture into [Costco] if 
it’s convenient for me,” she said. “I wouldn’t 
buy a vacuum from them, though.”

“We went from farmers and ranchers 
to homeowners, so it definitely affects 
the products we sell.”

—Mitch Bledsoe,
 general manager, 

Cashway Building Materials, 
on keeping up with changing market

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Costco New visionor

austincc.edu 

Classes start August 27. APPLY NOW.

Austin Community College
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, 1/8 color
Runs June 2012

THERE.
GET

START
HERE.

www.centexobgyn.com(512) 244-3698

Routine and high-risk OB

Routine & complicated Gynecologic care

Contraception consultation and management

Minimally invasive surgery including daVinci Robotics

In office digital mammography

Austin’s Best
one of

Top 5 Reasons
to see

A care center of Central Texas OB/GYN Associates
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Hookah Hut Surf ‘n turf

Now Cater
ing!

‘TRADITIONAL GREEK’ and 
‘SOUTHWEST FUSION’

August 11th: Drishti girls
August 18th: Bellydancer Lunamyrah

August 25th: Atlas Maior performing live with 
bellydancers!

*Reservations are a must for all shows this season

Zak
ia

• Live Music

• Covered Outside Seating

• Great Ambiance

• Hookah Hut

• Mediterranean Market

• Plate Breaking

• Belly Dancer

• Gift Certifi cates

• Private Parties

• Catering Upon Request

Located at 8701 West Par-
mer Lane (Artison Center)

BYOB - NO CORKING FEE!

zakiasgreekcuisine.com 

(512) 670-1000

e (Artison Center)

Look for updates 
on facebook

A. My education and experience combine to make 
me the best-qualified candidate. I’m not connected 
to groups or individual political forces who have an 
agenda. I’ve turned down contributions because I 
felt the individuals and groups had agendas I would 
not support.

A. I think it’s important that we have somebody 
on the state board that understands schools but 
understands from a variety of different standpoints. 
There’s a lot of decisions that are made that impact 
teachers, but they also impact administrators and 
school boards.

A. I am a professional educator. The SBOE is 
important in its own right, and I am not running for 
the State Board of Education so I can move up when 
a House district seat opens up. I refuse to be part of 
the musical chair game of politics. If the voters want 
a dedicated professional educator to represent them,  
I would be honored to have their vote.

A.  One thing I’ve learned from traveling throughout 
the 18 Texas counties that make up SBOE-10 is that 
communities are different. This is all the more rea-
son for the SBOE to ensure that local districts have 
curriculum options so they can act in the ways most 
appropriate for their own children. Parents want 
what is in the best interest of their children, and 
my goal is to work in the best interest of children. 
I’m not sure that standing up to parents is nearly as 
important as the willingness and ability to stand up 
to political pressures. The political forces are much 
stronger and better organized. My interest is to 
always act in the best interest of children.

A. It’s going to take someone who understands the 
system from a lot of different directions, but it also 
requires someone who knows how to build relations 
and coalitions. The fact that eight House members 
have endorsed me is kind of important because 
those House members, they need somebody on the 
state board that they can work with.

A. I’ve been doing that for a long time. We have to 
make tough decisions sometimes when there’s win-
ners and losers. One of the things that I’ve had to do, 
when you deal with big money, and granted that’s 
bigger money than what I deal with now—what 
we deal with is big business. And there are people 
that try to use us. What you’ve got to have is a very 
discerning spirit about those things, and understand 
how to be able to recognize an agenda that doesn’t 
have anything to do with student improvement. 
You’ve got to root those things out. When you pry 
toys away from people that want to play with them, 
they’re going to be very angry. You’ve got to be will-
ing to stand your ground.

A. To make decisions that are in the best interest 
of children, that’s by far the most important thing.  
Decisions based on the political pressures and the 
desires of other elected officials or those who might 
gain financially from decisions made by the State 
Board of Education hurts the very children we are 
charged to protect. We must have an educational 
system that recognizes all children are different, 
and they need different things. Vocational and trade 
programs have largely been removed from our 
schools. They are a necessary and important part of 
our educational system. All children are not going to 
college for a four-year degree.  

A. We’ve got to work with the [Texas Education 
Agency] and with the Legislature to get some bal-
ance in how we evaluate schools. One of the things 
is going to be a look at the school accountability sys-
tem. When everything is driven only by standardized 
test results, that will have some consequences.  For 
one thing, we are forced into an environment where 
we are teaching to a test. I’m not necessarily against 
assessment, but if that’s the only thing that there 
really is and it drives every decision, you marginalize 
some of the other programs that are important. 

Rebecca Osborne has lived 
in Williamson and Travis 
counties since the 1960s. 
She holds a Ph.D. in educa-
tional administration from 
The University of Texas at 
Austin.

Tom Maynard was a 
classroom teacher for 13 
years. He currently serves 
as executive director of 
the Texas Future Farmers 
of America Association.

State Board of education district 10

2012 ELECTION COVERAGE

July 23–27: Early voting | July 31: Election day
(Source: Texas secretary of state)

Q. Why should voters elect you?

Q. What differentiates you from your opponent?

Q. What are your goals for the position?

Q. Will you be able to make tough decisions that may be unpopular?

Rebecca Osborne Tom Maynard

2012 run-off election dates

JuLy 31 Run-off eLeCtion

Interviews by Rebecca Rose
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tranSportation

Roadwork expected to help alleviate traffic near Cedar Park hospital
By Joe Lanane

Construction to expand Cottonwood 
Creek Trail and a portion of New Hope 
Drive officially started in July after sitting 
on the shelf nearly one year.

Cedar Park waited to break ground on 
a $6.06 million project—not because of 
any technical or legal roadblocks—until 
surrounding projects 
at FM 1431 and Toll 
183A were com-
pleted.

“This project was 
almost completely 
designed … but to 
put four sides of 
1890 Ranch under 
construction at 
once was something 
we didn’t want to do,” Cedar Park Engi-
neering Director Darwin Marchell said.

The project widens the two corridors 
from two to four lanes in anticipation of 
increased traffic surrounding 1890 Ranch 
and the Cedar Park Regional Medical 
Center. The area is also just across the 
tollway from the Cedar Park Center.

“Between the Cedar Park Center, the 
hospital and its close proximity to the toll-
way, there needed to be something bigger 
than a two-lane highway,” Marchell said.

The majority of the project—57 

Cedar Park 
Center

T E X A S

YEAR

12
MONTH

6
Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

“Home of the 
10 Minute 

Inspection”

Three convenient locations:

on )

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

CEDAR PARK
259-3338

601 E Whitestone Blvd. Ste # 226 at the Railyard
(FM 1431 & Hwy 183)

GEORGETOWN
930-0707

1103 Rivery Blvd. Ste #255 O�  Williams Dr. 
& IH-35 Frontage

www.AustinFeet.com
Medicare, Medicaid & Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Hours: M-F 8:30am - 5:30pm

Wayne Hurst, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery. Fellow, American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons
Shine John, DPM
Associate, American College of Foot and Ankle surgeon

We Lead the Way in Expert Foot Care

Where COMPASSION, EXPERIENCE & INTEGRITY COME FIRST!
18 years of Practice

  Diagnostic Ultrasound
Digital X-Ray

    Electronic Medical Records
  Latest Surgical Techniques

    Treatment for all Foot Conditions

Dr. Hurst’s practice has expanded rapidly over the course 
of his 12 years in Central Texas. With the large volume 
of patients in the practice, Dr. Hurst is very pleased to 
welcome Dr. Keith McSpadden to Foot Specialists of 
Cedar Park & Georgetown. 

Meet Our New Doctor!

Doctor Hurst has proudly established the premier podiatric practice in Cedar Park.

Dr. Keith McSpadden, DPM

Construction key

Roadway expansion

Hospital property

1890 Ranch

percent—is covered by Williamson 
County, and Cedar Park will pick up the 
remaining $2.61 million bill, he said.

The roads will remain open through-
out the 14-month construction process. 
Crews will first create two new lanes 
before closing the existing roadway—
leaving one lane of traffic open in both 

directions at all 
times, Senior 
Engineering 
Associate Alan 
Green said.

There are no 
other develop-
ment projects 
scheduled at this 
time along 
the corridor, 

which is widely vacant, but that is 
likely to change once construction is 
complete, Green said.

“A lot of times, [developers] will 
hold off until that roadwork is com-
plete,” he said.

The road was in bad condition, 
Marchell said, making the project necessary 
regardless of anticipated development.

“It’s either that or we do maintenance, 
which costs money and creates no additional 
capacity,” he said. “This was just the right 
thing to do.”
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“Between the Cedar Park Center, the 
hospital and its close proximity to the 
tollway, there needed to be something 
bigger than a two-lane highway.”

—Darwin Marchell,
 Cedar Park engineering director
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Excellence in Leadership Gala
Friday, August 17, 2012 • 6:30 p.m. 
Austin, TX  | Four Seasons Hotel | Black Tie  

Honoring 

Reid Ryan
Round Rock Express 
Founder and CEO

For additional information on the Gala, 
to purchase tickets or learn about sponsorship opportunities 

please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL

SERVING CENTRAL TEXAS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Austin Oral Surgery provides a 

full range of oral and maxillofacial 

surgery services, including 

wisdom teeth removal and dental 

implants.

Visit us at

AustinOralSurgery.com

WELCOMING
CRAIG KNELL 
DDS, MD
TO NORTHWEST AUSTIN 
AND GEORGETOWN

NORTHWEST
AUSTIN 
512.258.3764

GEORGETOWN 
512.869.0529

1007 South U.S. Highway 183  |  Leander, TX  
512-260-4900  |  clinics.sw.org

Our Scott & White Clinic - Leander will soon offer  
a complete range of ob/gyn services, including  
regular pre-natal check-ups, infertility evaluation  
and yearly well-woman exams. You will be  
connected to a network of care that 100 percent  
of our new moms say they would recommend to  
a friend or family member.*

Call 512-260-4900 today to make an appointment 
or for additional information.

Starting in July, Scott & White  
Clinic - Leander will begin  
offering local ob/gyn care.

*Based on March 2012  Press Ganey patient survey results.

Expecting or not, 
we’ll exceed your 
expectations.
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  Cedar Park City Council
450 Cypress Creek road, Cedar park
401-5000

July 26, Aug. 2 and Aug. 9, 6:30 p.m 
Budget workshop: July 28, time TBD
the Cedar park City Council typically 
meets on the second and fourth 
thursday of each month.

  Leander City Council
200 W. Willis St., leander
259-1239

Aug. 2 and 16, 7 p.m.
the leander City Council meets on the 
first and third thursday of each month.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown 
943-1550, www.wilco.org 

Meetings are every tuesday at 9:30 a.m.

CitY and CoUntY Compiled by Joe Lanane and Samantha Bryant

New Leander mixed-income development on Bagdad Road gets council approval

Leander

Cedar Park

Public Meetings

Former Mayor John Cowman (right) reacts July 5 upon learning the Leander 
City Council will accept recommendations from an Ethics Commission report.
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Legislation seeks to stall 
decision on salamanders

U.S. Rep. John Carter, R-District 31, 
announced his plans June 18 to intro-
duce legislation that would block the 
listing of four Central Texas salamander 
species as endangered or threatened 
until 2014.

Carter said the amendment to the 
Interior and Environment Appropria-
tions bill would prevent federal funds 
being used for any activities related to 
listing of the Austin Blind, Salado, Jol-
lyville Plateau and Georgetown sala-
manders until ongoing research on the 
species is concluded.

The Williamson County Conservation 
Foundation is in the midst of a five-year 

U.S. Rep. John Carter speaks June 18 about his 
plans to introduce legislation to halt the listing      
of certain area salamander species as endangered.

Williamson County

Council rules on 
alleged violations 

The Leander City Council 
on July 5 accepted an Ethics 
Commission report but did not 
follow through on the commit-
tee’s recommendations to issue 
two letters of reprimand and a 
letter of censure against For-
mer Mayor John Cowman, who 
was accused of using his city-
issued cell phone and computer 
for personal use, requesting 
and receiving reimbursement 
money not owed to him, and 
submitting a memorandum 
that inappropriately directed 
city staff. The commission 

found no evidence supporting 
three other allegations.

Instead, the report will serve 
as letters of censure and repri-
mand, according to the motion 
made by Councilwoman 
Andrea Navarrette. Council-
woman Kirsten Lynch cast the 
lone dissenting vote.

The report is nothing more 
than a public record, Leander 
City Attorney Paige Saenz 
said, in much the same way a 
letter of reprimand or letter of 
censure would be. The deci-
sion would in no way affect 
Cowman’s status as an elected 
official if he were still mayor, 
she said.

Approval for a Leander mixed-income 
development was met with reluctance by 
residents attending the July 5 City Coun-
cil meeting.

The Leander City Council unani-
mously approved rezoning 55 acres west 
of the Leander Public Library and south 
along Old Quarry Road. The property is 
planned for a mixed-income community 
that includes a senior living apartment 
unit developed by Merritt Communi-
ties, the same company responsible for 

Leander Station Senior Village on Old FM 
2243 near H-E-B Plus.

The land was located outside city 
limits, but the applicant—Blake Rue on 
behalf of Margaret Moser and Carolyn 
S. Meihaus—brought forth the request 
to coincide with the parcel’s upcoming 
proposed annexation, which was also 
approved July 5.

In February, City Council signed a 
letter of support for the Merritt develop-
ment. The support allowed developer 

Colby Dennison to seek millions of 
dollars in federal tax credits to build the 
mixed-income community. Dennison 
and Rue are working on the joint ven-
ture, Connelly’s Crossing, which features 
affordable single-family homes, a 100-
unit senior living apartment building and 
a mixed-income family complex.

Dennison said during a June 28 Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission meeting 
that construction is expected to begin in 
September.

Cedar Park adopts large 
retail building standards

The Cedar Park City Council on June 
28 adopted uniform building standards 
on big-box retail projects larger than 
75,000 square feet.

City staff and the Cedar Park Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission have 
collectively spent five months drafting 
the standards, Planning Director Rawls 
Howard said.

The guidelines prevent warehouse-
style buildings with no architectural 
character, Howard said at a June 14 pub-
lic hearing. The standards also require 
property owners to maintain vacant 
large-scale retail buildings and build 
new structures in a way to allow redevel-
opment if their original uses fail.

Owners of existing big-box structures 
that go vacant would also be required to 
abide by new standards to maintain the 
properties, he said.

The guidelines also increase landscape 
standards and improve the appearance 
of building entrances. In addition, at 
least 30 percent of parking spaces would 
have to be located on the sides or behind 
the main structure. Also, among other 
requirements, the developer would need 
to abide by at least five of nine specific 
facade design styles.

study on the salamanders, and the Texas 
Salamander Coalition, an organization 
comprised of landowners in the affected 
areas, is also funding research of the 
species.

“Thus far, all of the studies seem to 
be showing the salamanders seem to be 
thriving in these areas,” Carter said.

He said the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service had indicated the agency plans 
to make a decision by September.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family
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(512) 997-HOME                                             
ufcu.org/go/FHArefi

Are you struggling with 
a high rate mortgage? If 
you purchased your home 
with an FHA mortgage loan 
before May 31, 2009, and 
your interest rate is over 
4.5%, UFCU may save you 
thousands with the new FHA 
Streamline Refinance Program:

•  Lower your rate and monthly payment without 
increasing your loan balance.

•  No appraisal is required.

•  Bring only one mortgage payment to closing;  
UFCU will pay the rest of your closing costs.

To take advantage of this program,  
contact UFCU today. 

UFCU 
To The 
Rescue!

Comm Impact_10x6.04_4-12.indd   1 4/17/12   3:30 PM

*Typical results may vary. Consult your physician about the benefits and risks of  
 da Vinci Robotic-Assisted Surgery for your condition.

“An intense pain in my abdomen sent me to the E.R., where I discovered I had 
diverticulitis. My doctor recommended da Vinci® Robotic-Assisted Surgery. 
As an art teacher, this made me smile since da Vinci is one of my favorite 
artists. As a patient, I was amazed by how well the da Vinci surgery eased my 
pain and how quickly I recovered.”*

Find out more about the benefits of robotic-assisted surgery at 
CedarParkRegional.com.

RESTORING  
MY LIFE.

I GIVE ThE SuRGERY AN A+ FOR

1401 Medical Parkway  
512-528-7000

Linda Eldridge,  
patient of  
Alan Abando, M.D.

62459_CEDA_LINDA_10x6_04c.indd   1 6/7/12   1:47 PM



impactnews.com • July 2012 | FEATURES | 19

Steve Sexton
Circuit of The Americas president

CoFFee WitH iMpaCt

By Joe Lanane

Circuit of The Americas President Steve Sexton said everything is on track for the Nov. 18 Formula One race.
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From horses to horsepower—how did that 
happen?

I’ve spent some 25-plus years in the 
horse racing industry, and if you looked 
across my resume, you’ll see I’ve changed 
probably every five to seven years just 
because I like to take on new challenges. 
... So, I was very intrigued by the [Circuit 
of The Americas] project. It’s definitely a 
challenge, but it’s also fun because you get 
to start from scratch. You’re not inheriting 
anyone else’s team, style, conditions, poli-
cies. You see it from the start, you build 
the whole thing, and you put the right 
people in place to help do that.

What will be the impact, you think, on the 
overall Austin metropolitan area?

Well, the economic impact study that 
was commissioned by the local organizing 
committee is in the $400 million range 
just for the Formula One event itself. ... The 
economic impact should be community-
wide in terms of hotel spending, restaurant 
spending, airport, rental car and aware-
ness. ... That hopefully is going to help 
grow the entire marketplace in terms of 
awareness and positive image—not that 
there isn’t one already. We just think we’re 
going to add to it.

How are things going so far? Are things 
moving along as anticipated?

In 2012, things are moving along very 

Austin is not known as a racing destination—not yet, anyway.
Steve Sexton, president of the new Circuit of The Americas facility, seeks to change 

that when the new racetrack hosts the internationally popular Formula One circuit 
Nov. 18. Construction on the southeastern Travis County racetrack is still under way 
but is expected to be complete in time for the inaugural race.

In the meantime, Sexton and his staff are working to ensure Austin is ready to host 
tens of thousands of new visitors. Fortunately for Sexton, he has experience in crowd 
management, having previously served as president of Churchill Downs, site of the 
Kentucky Derby. The longtime horse racing executive said many parallels can be drawn 
between the Kentucky Derby and the upcoming F1 race in Austin.

fast. We’re extremely busy because there’s 
a lot of details, as you can imagine. In 
2011, we had a couple hurdles we had to 
jump over. So, if you asked in 2011, I’d 
say hectic. Today I wouldn’t say hectic—
I’d say busy. 

Do you have any advice for the enthusiast 
on buying general admission tickets?

From a general admission perspective, 
the track is designed so we can erect tem-
porary seating based on demand around 
the entire circle. We can put temporary 
seating wherever customers want to buy, 
and that’s what we’re seeing right now—
where people want to buy what, so we’re 
planning and erecting the seating accord-
ingly. Where the seating doesn’t exist, our 
grass berms are sloped down facing the 
track so you can go sit down on Bermuda 
[grass], and you get to enjoy the spectacle.

Talk about what Austin is doing to prepare 
for all the people.

Well, I’ll start out by saying the city and 
county have been great. They’re getting, as 
we move along, an understanding of how 
large this event actually will be. ... We’re 
adding a road before this fall that goes 
north out of the site. Can we use more 
roads in that area? Of course. Any time 
you have a very large-scale event, you 
need as much infrastructure as you can 
use and accommodate, so in the future 

we’re hopeful that it grows to accelerate 
and assist the [access] to the site. 

Talk to us about the ‘average Joe.’ What 
does that experience look like?

That’s a really good point, because I’ve 
heard some people refer to the Formula 
One crowd as the ‘champagne crowd.’ Not 
true. Sure, there’s a level of clientele just 
like there is at the Kentucky Derby … but 
that’s 5 percent or less of the actual crowd 
that attends. The core crowd that goes to a 
Formula One event is well-behaved, there 
for a good time, having beers, having 
drinks, eating food, enjoying the experi-
ence, and that’s what we expect. 

What kind of people are in that 5 percent?
It’s a blend of celebrities who are into or 

want to watch the sport, business own-
ers, people who are extremely avid fans 
who will pay $5,000 for a three-day ticket 
for the weekend—because they want to 
be seen. It’s the first and second row at a 
[Dallas] Mavericks game—it’s that type of 
crowd, some of which are really into the 
sport and some of which just want to be 
seen with that level of crowd. 

If you don’t hit your projections the first 
year, what happens?

The project is built for Formula One to 
be the signature race because that’s what 
has the awareness and that’s what has the 

appeal. It just has the media and public 
recognition, but in reality, the project is a 
lot more than that. It’s four to five major 
motorsports events, the amphitheater with 
year-round usage for product launches, 
driving schools. That said … sales have 
been extremely positive. ... I would share 
with you we have a 10-year Formula One 
contract. Other agreements we’re talking 
about are multiple years—some that long 
and some a little bit shorter, so we’re in this 
for the long haul, and it is an investment. 

What was the thought behind building the 
amphitheater?

Our ownership at the time looked at 
[the main entrance] and said, ‘Why aren’t 
we using the space right here? We could 
do something with it and create a great 
entrance.’ I don’t know who at the time—I 
wasn’t on the team yet—said, ‘Why don’t 
we create an amphitheater?’ ... We cut an 
amphitheater down below. It literally backs 
up to the track that runs behind it. And we 
think, not only because Austin is ‘The Live 
Music Capital of the World,’ that there’s a 
marketplace for certain sizes of shows and 
an outdoor amphitheater in this market. 
We’ve got a couple partners we’ll soon be 
announcing [who] are going to help pro-
mote that and make that a reality.

512-410-7774 • www.GsDentalStudio.com
12920 Parmer Ln., Ste. 101 Cedar Park, TX 78613

We provide full dental treatment.
• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Orthodontics
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Complete, Partial and 

Immediate Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain 

Crowns and Veneers

LET US DESIGN YOUR PERFECT SMILE!

BRIGHTEN YOUR SMILE THIS SUMMER 
with a FREE Orthodontic consultation during cleaning appointment

We are contracted with most 
Dental Plans and honor all PPO plans

We do Conventional Orthodontics, 
Invisalign and Fast Braces

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME! 

Call today to schedule 
an appointment.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Grand Prix F1or

512.733.9400512.733.9400

•  All patients seen by a Physician. 
•  Online check-in now available!
•  On site x-ray for prompt evaluation 

of  possible sprains and breaks.
•  Extended hours work with YOUR  

schedule.

Health care when    
                 YOU need it!

ASK US HOW YOU CAN SAVE MONEY AT OUR OFFICE ON 
PRESCRIPTIONS & MUCH MORE WITH THE CARE SAVINGS CARD

MON-SAT 8A-8P  • SUN 9A-5P
10625 W PARMER LN., SUITE D400

www.austinurgentcare.com

Locally Owned and Operated
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inSide inForMation

Leander debates unified city theme

By Emilie Boenig
The Leander Public Arts Com-

mission is counting on a new 
theme to unify the city. 

Commission President Dustin 
Laycock said monthly talks have 
led to three theme frontrunners: 
windmills, water towers and 
dinosaurs.

“Those are three ideas that have 
been brought before us. We are 
still in the exploratory stages,” 
he said. “We assigned members 
of our commission to look into 
each and come up with ideas for 
everything from how we can put 
physical structures out there that 
help better our community, as well 
as the economic impact estimate 
related to a theme like that.”

The potential economic impact 
is yet to be determined, but Lay-
cock said the commission seeks to 
finalize a solid proposal for City 
Council within the next three to 
six months.  

“If we have something that 
citizens can kind of rally around, a 
common community theme, it can 
help make Leander a better place 

to live,” he said. “There are a lot 
of places that have kind of taken 
a theme like this that’s rooted in 
their history and developed an 
entire tourism program around it.”

Kirk Clennan, Public Arts 
Commission city liaison, pointed 
to cities such as nearby Hutto, 
where the community has adopted 
a hippopotamus theme based on 
folklore. A few findings in Leander 
involve prehistoric times, includ-
ing the dinosaur tracks at San 
Gabriel Creek and the unburied 
remains of a “Leanderthal Lady” 
discovered in 1982. According to 
the Williamson County Histori-
cal Commission, the person lived 
10,000–30,000 years ago. 

“Two things have always been 
important to the public arts com-
mission, regardless of the com-
missioners, and that’s history and 
children,” Clennan said. “So how 
do we engage our children in our 
history so they have a sense of 
pride and place?”

Dinosaurs could be the way to 
engage children, Commissioner 
Ed Kelly said. 

“We’re trying to get everything 
involved in the theme, from the run-
ning trails to playground equipment,” 
he said. “I think it’s a good theme to 
get children involved in.”

But translating the idea of a dino-
saur—or any other theme—across the 
city could be a challenge if the inter-
pretation is too narrow, Clennan 
said. Homeowners associa-
tions, developers, artists and 
architects would ideally have 
the freedom to apply themed 
art in their own creative ways 
across many media.

“It would also mean that 
we undertake and incorpo-
rate, as a city, a variation of 
that theme, whether it be 
on a relief, a mosaic, etch-
ing, painting on a building 
somewhere or anything else,” 
Clennan said. “I’m not going 
to suggest that the art com-
mission tell you, ‘This is what 
it needs to look like.’ We could 
draw up some parameters, 
but for the most part, if you have a 
contemporary or traditional interpre-
tation, start doing that.”

Windmill in front of                     
Hill Country Feed & Supply

Water tower at Crystal Falls

Dinosaur tracks in the 
San Gabriel River

Dinosaurs, a windmill and a water tower are top ideas

illustration by kara nordstrom

Cedar Park’s local source 

for games and comics!

Weekly gaming events, including “Friday Night Magic” and the 

ongoing Thornwood League.

Go to www.tenthplanetstore.com for location and hours.

506-8500Find us on Facebook www.facebook.com/TenthPlanetGames or on Twitter @10thPlanetGames

Bringing You a Brand New World of Games and Comics!

SALE
HUGE

5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150 (near Sam’s Club)

Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Our HUGE STOREWIDE SALE
for women and men

begins July 2nd
- almost every brand and occasion

in a wide variety of styles,
sizes and widths.

Find a deal on selected styles
from these great brands

and many more.
New Balance   Finn Comfort   Ecco
Mephisto   Rockport   Beautifeel

Naot   Clarks   Privo   So�t
Gabor   Keen   Munro   Olukai

Indigo   Dansko   Acorn   Simple
Earth   Wolky   FitFlop   Sanita

Born   Josef Seibel   Pas de Rouge
Aravon   Alegria   Waldlaufer

Aetrex   Merrell
some brands may only be carried at our Central Austin store
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Tips for making lawns 
more drought-resistant

A s water becomes scarcer 
and more expensive, find-
ing ways to conserve it 

becomes even more important, 
and making lawns more drought-
resistant is one way to do so.

Grass selection
According to Dustin Coufal, 

Williamson County extension 
agent for agricultural and natural 
resources, the best drought-
resistant grasses for Central Texas 
include buffalo grasses, many 
hybrid Bermuda grasses and 
some zoysia.

Grasses that go dormant and 
then turn green once a drought 
ends can be useful in the Texas 
heat. James McAfee, turfgrass 
specialist of the Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service in Dallas, said 
that while all grasses go dormant 
to some degree, buffalo does so 
best, while common Bermuda 
grass and some varieties of zoysia 
grasses are also good in the heat.  

HoMe and Garden

From staff reports

St. Augustine grass has only 
a moderate level of drought 
resistance and will lose turfgrass 
during intense drought compared 
to other grasses, he said. 

Watering
Based on the demand for water 

supplied by Cedar Park’s water 
treatment plant, most irrigation 
systems turn on between 2–5 
a.m., said Katherine Woerner, 
Cedar Park director of commu-
nity affairs. 

Kevin Farmer, owner of 
Farmer’s Grass in Leander, said 
the best time to water grass is in 
the morning. 

“The best time to water is 
before 10 a.m. because there is 
less evaporation, and you are not 
leaving water on the lawn, which 
promotes fungus growth,” he 
said. 

Farmer said ideally lawns 
should be watered three times a 
week, but the cities of Leander 

and Cedar Park are under restric-
tions that only allow watering 
by sprinkler twice a week on 
designated days. 

That limited schedule may 
affect the often shallow or clay 
soils present in Central Texas, 
McAfee said.

“It’s unfortunate, but in those 
situations, [people with shallow 
soil] should really water more 

often with less water,” he said. 
“But when cities go to once-
a-week water, there isn’t the 
opportunity.”

Ideally, water needs to seep 4– 
6 inches into the soil, a difficult 
feat for homeowners with shallow 
or clay soil, McAfee said.

Mowing
“The mowing is the key,” 

McAfee said. “Most people mow 
too infrequent and too low.”

McAfee recommends setting 
mower blade levels high enough 
to cut only 30 percent to 40 
percent of the leaf blade, which 
allows for a more extensive root 
system and retained moisture in 
the summer heat. However, that 
could mean mowing grasses such 
as Bermuda twice a week. 

St. AuguStine BuffAlo

BermudA ZoySiA

HiGH 
TOLERANCE

Goes dormant and 
recovers well from 

drought stress

MEDiUM–HiGH 
TOLERANCE

Goes dormant and 
recovers well from 

drought stress

LOW–HiGH 
TOLERANCE

Tolerance depends 
on variety

MEDiUM 
TOLERANCE

Moderate drought 
resistance from 

an extensive 
root system but 

poor ability to 
go dormant; 

significant 
turfgrass loss 

during long 
drought periods

2–3 iNCHES

1 1/2–2 iNCHES

2–3 iNCHES

1 1/2–2 iNCHES

grass drought resistances and ideal heights

Source:  “keeping your lawn alive during a drought,” by James Mcafee

Irrigation License #18101

relax with us
at sPa DaY.

You and your friends are cordially invited to a day of fun activities and 
pampering! Join us for spa Day where you can enjoy complimentary 
spa services, such as a mini spa consultation, dermatology skin analysis, 
makeup lesson, massage, aromatherapy and more. 

Spa Day 
Saturday, August 11
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
1401 Medical Pkwy. • Medical Office Bldg. B 
8-10 a.m.    
Progressive Brunch and Mimosas,  
Meet and Greet with Physicians
10 a.m.-1 p.m.    
Complimentary Spa Services,  
Health and Boutique Exhibits
Event is FREE! Please RSVP at  
CedarParkRegional.com/HealthyWoman.
Thank you to our partners:  
Twin Lakes Family YMCA, 1890 Ranch,  
Tropical Sensations, Lone Star Dermatology, 
Vitalogy Skincare and Austin Regional Clinic.

63159_CEDA_Spa_4_9167x6_04c.indd   1 7/6/12   11:57 AM
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Studio 200
Leander hair styling duo teams up on their 
own terms after working together for years

Christian Whisler and Jamie 
Kalich wanted to set themselves 
apart from bigger salons when 

they opened Studio 200 two years ago. 
While working together at another hair 
salon, they tossed around the idea of 
starting their own hair shop that catered 
to their growing client base. 

“We were just playing along with the 
idea, and next thing you know, we’re 
like, ‘OK, we’re opening a salon.’ It’s been 
uphill ever since then,” Whisler said. 
“Owning my own salon has always been 
the goal, ever since I was in school.”

Making the move to a self-owned salon 
was challenging but worth the financial 
gain, Kalich said. The women keep more 
of the money they make cutting, dyeing 
and styling hair. 

“Our rent was pretty high, so we said, 
‘What if we did this by ourselves in a 
smaller place?”’ Kalich said. “Financially, 
it was stupid not to do this.”

The duo’s combined 20 years of experi-
ence in the beauty business made for 
a smooth transition into an indepen-
dent salon, Whisler said. Without loyal 

BUSineSS

By Emilie Boenig 

Owners Jamie Kalich (left) and Christian Whisler already had a loyal following when they opened Studio 200.
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Studio 200
11880 Old W. FM 2243, 
Ste. 107, Leander
Christian: 971-6442
Jamie: 743-7400

customers, there would have been no 
way to support the business. 

“It wasn’t like we opened up and then 
were begging people to come through the 
door. People were telling us to go for it, 
and they went with us,” Whisler said. “I 
think we were really lucky because Jamie 
and I both have really good clientele. 
They talk with their friends, and next 
thing you know, their friends are coming 
in, too.”

That loyalty spans many years and 
locations. Clients Kalich met while cut-
ting hair in Northwest Austin still seek 
her out for hair services, she said, driv-
ing from Steiner Ranch to Leander for 
the perfect cut and color. 

But Kalich and Whisler agreed that 
relationships with their clients go far 
deeper than haircuts. 

“They become family. I just took one 
of mine to the doctor yesterday,” Whisler 
said. “That’s what you do. They support 
you, and you support them. It’s way more 
than just doing hair. It’s the camaraderie 
of it all.”

Studio 200 is open by appointment 

only and specializes in fashion haircuts, 
colors, foil highlighting, foil low-light-
ing, conditioning treatments and wax-
ing. The salon—located in the FM 2243 
business park—is set back from the road, 
away from high volumes of traffic.

But when passers-by notice Studio 
200—named after the hair shop’s first 
location near downtown Leander—they 
are most often curious about its func-
tion. From the outside, Kalich said 
many people can’t tell if the salon is an 
art gallery, dance school or other type 

of studio. 
“We didn’t want people to think it was 

just another hair shop,” she said. “I love 
when people drive up and say, ‘Is this a hair 
salon?’ and I’m like, ‘Yes, come on in.’”
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1001 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 202  •  Cedar Park
www.� eMaryDaleLawFirm.com 
mary@themarydalelaw� rm.com
(512) 249-5828

• Business Law

• Contract Law

• Employer/Employee Issues

• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Law

• Real Estate/Property Disputes

• Commercial Civil Litigation

• HUB Certi� ed

• Veteran Owned

Mary Lopez Dale
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

PERSONABLE.  DEPENDABLE.  QUALITY SERVICE.

•  Women’s Health
•  High Blood Pressure, Cholesterol
•  Heart Disease, Diabetes, Arthritis, 

Headaches
•  Routine Physicals and Check-ups
•  Botox®, Fillers, Laser, 

Microdermabrasion
Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine (Adult Patients)

Kathryn Sampson, PNP 
Pediatrics (Birth – 18 y/o)

Avicenna Medical Center
709 Bagdad Road, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 260-0101 •  www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

•  Newborns, Children and Adolescents
•  Acute and Chronic Pediatric Diseases
•  ADD, ADHD
•  Asthma, Allergies, Eczema
•  Routine Wellness Exams and 

Immunizations

Sohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Pediatrics 
(Birth – 18 y/o)

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2012 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan, Alloy Pkg

$229mo 1

Absolutely ZERO down!

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect  � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $229,  � nal pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with 
$.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. Expires 7/31/12.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $4,000 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). First 4 payments paid by Volvo, 32 monthly payments of $299 following. Final payment / residual 
= $19,588.05. MSRP $34,365. Includes $1,000 reb. to dlr. Stock# G6990.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 with Chrome exhaust tips, Convenience pkg. and Lighting pkg. based on MSRP $35,635. 
$2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 1st payment paid by Audi. Purchase option at lease end for $18,887. 42 monthly payments of $369. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease 
end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 7-31-12.  4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services 
with approved credit, $9,000 total due at lease inception, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some 
� nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera 4 - Stock# W8081 based on lease sale price $89,995. 36 monthly payments of $1,327, purchase option/residual 
at lease end $53,926. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 7-31-12.

2012 Volvo S60 T5, FWD

 $299mo 2

Volvo pays your � rst 4 payments!

2012 Porsche 
Panamera S Hybrid

 $1,379mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$369mo 3

Luxury has Progressed.
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The opportunity for failure looms 
large over any family-run company. 
Combining personal and profes-

sional lives is not always easy, yet the 
Bloomquist family has successfully struck 
that balance while operating Arise Air the 
past 10 years.

It is the best of both worlds, said Robin 
Bloomquist, who works alongside her 
husband, Larry, and her oldest son, Seth, to 
operate the 10-year-old 
heating and air condi-
tioning company.

“The three of us 
really are able to mesh 
our abilities to work 
well together,” she said. 
“Each of us have a niche 
in this company.”

While Robin handles administrative 
duties and in-home consultations, Larry 
oversees installations of heating and air 
conditioning units and other service work, 
and Seth keeps track of the company’s num-
bers and handles its marketing strategies.

This time of year is particularly busy for 
the Leander-based Bloomquist family, who 
employs six full-time and two part-time 
workers.

“We could use twice as many employ-
ees, but we’re not the kind of company 
that hires people and later lays them off, 
so everyone has to work real hard in the 
summer,” she said. “It’s just not who we are 
as a company to hire seasonally or tempo-
rarily.”

The vast majority of Arise Air’s 
business—75 percent—is residential 

Larry and Robin Bloomquist work together to help ensure customers have air conditioning during the hot 
summer months. 

installations and service calls. No instal-
lation is done without Larry seeing to the 
final product. He first started the company 
in 2002 out of his home after years in the 
high-tech industry.

“I realized my air conditioning unit was 
old and I didn’t know anything about it, so 
I went back to school,” he said.

Many of the company’s customers have 
been with Arise Air since Larry started 

10 years ago, Seth said. 
He touts the company’s 
integrity as the reason 
for its sustained success.

“If we’re the best at 
what we do, then our 
customers will be our 
advertisers,” he said.

There are still 
moments of adversity that test the family 
members, Seth admits, but in the end, they 
have learned to work together effectively.

“It was difficult at first leaving work at 
work,” he said. “We just learned to draw 
the line.”

Arise Air
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 508, Cedar Park
www.arisehvac.com
260-0160

By Joe Lanane

Arise Air
Family-run Cedar Park HVAC business 
celebrates 10 years in Greater Austin area

BUSineSS

“The three of us really are able 
to mesh our abilities to work 
well together. Each of us have a 
niche in this company.”

— Robin Bloomquist,
co-owner
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AVERY RANCH BROOKSIDE 
10805 Roy Butler Dr 
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-3,090 SQ FT
Listed by Brandon Faught
MLS#  C7286112

RANCH AT DEER CREEK
2516 Caparzo Dr
5 BD 4 BA +/-3,761 SQ FT
Listed by Christina Balderas
MLS#  C4918664

CARRIAGE HILLS
2112 Coachlamp Dr
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,689 SQ FT
Listed by Israel Gutierrez
MLS#  C6810176

HIGHLAND HORIZON
220 Great Circle Cv
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,900 SQ FT
Listed by Drew Griffin
MLS#  C9074039

AVERY RANCH
10209 Medinah Greens Dr
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-3,396 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Walker
MLS#  C8140689

FOR INSTANT PRICE AND INFO  
EMAIL: mls@realtyaustin.com SUBJECT: (MLS# provided in listing)

BUTTERCUP CREEK
404 Oakcrest Dr
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,484 SQ FT
Listed by Patrick Birdsong
MLS#  C5223058

SUMMERLYN 
141 Housefinch Loop
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,402 SQ FT
Listed by Colette Fitzgerald
MLS#  C9660003

AVERY RANCH FAR WEST 
15300 Staked Plains Loop
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,686 SQ FT
Listed by James DeLoney
MLS#  C6569088

Downtown       
1209 W 5th St, Suite 300, Austin, TX 78703 

Westlake 
6806 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX 78746

Lake Travis 
2418 RR 620 South, Suite 200, Lakeway, TX 78738

www.realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300
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»
»
»
»

»
»

When a baby is born, we believe every blink, every wiggle, every 

grasp is something to celebrate. And when your little one is on 

the way, you can trust the dedicated specialists at Cedar Park 

Regional Medical Center. We’ve created a comfortable, soothing 

environment. We’ll be here for you with personal care and 

attention. And if your baby has special needs, our Neonatal ICU 

is always standing by. Visit CedarParkBaby.com to take a virtual 

tour or find a great OB/GYN.

CelebRAtINg the bIRth of 

yoUR NeW bAby.

61474_CEDAR_OB_10x6_04c.indd   1 6/8/12   12:32 PM
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Mouton’s Southern Bistro
Family-inspired meals define Leander hybrid restaurant

M outon’s Southern Bistro is Lean-
der’s new option for down-home 
country cooking with New 

Orleans and Texas flavors in a cozy South-
ern atmosphere. Ben Mouton and his wife, 
Rachel, took over the former Moody’s 
Cafe on New Year’s Day, and after making 
adjustments to the hours and menu, they 
reopened as Mouton’s Southern Bistro on 
March 23. 

Mouton studied culinary arts in New 
Orleans before he moved back to Texas in 
2000. He spent the following years waiting 
tables and managing restaurants in the 
Austin area, accumulating more than 21 
years of experience in the business.

“I’ve always been in the restaurant busi-
ness,” Mouton said. “I started out when I 
was 15 washing dishes in a Mexican food 
restaurant in Bastrop. I washed dishes and 
cooked, and then eventually moved up to 
waiting tables.”

Mouton, who grew up outside of Bas-
trop, said he is used to traditional Texas 
country and soul food. But on the holidays, 
he and his family would travel to Louisiana 
and eat traditional Cajun dishes such as 
jambalaya and gumbo.

The former Moody’s location proved to 
be the perfect site for Mouton to create his 
own homestyle restaurant inspired by his 
culinary passion, he said.

“It was just the mom and pop feel with 
the shady oaks and the country kitchen,” 
he said. “It’s real homey.”

The food—served at breakfast, lunch 
and dinner—is described as homestyle 
Cajun cooking with a Texas flair. Mouton 

said he tries to incorporate into the menu 
traditional dishes from the locations of 
both sides of his family. Also, Mouton’s 
menu contains dishes named after his fam-
ily, friends and special places that played a 
significant role in his life.

“I’ve learned every item on this menu 
from a restaurant I worked in or a family 
member that taught me something about 
cooking,” Mouton said.

Such examples include the Gran Jan’s 
Gumbo and the Shrimp Entringer, which 
are in recognition of his mother; Al’s 
Chicken was named after his dad; the 
Camille’s Cali Club is inspired after his 
native New Orleans cousin who moved to 
California; and the Shell Beach Platter is 
named after where Mouton and his family 
used to go fishing.

Even the family crest is incorporated 
into the restaurant’s logo. Alex Medrano, 
a server at Mouton’s, said the owner’s last 
name is French for “sheep,” so the logo is 
the crest holding the Texas flag, incorpo-
rating both the Texas and Cajun sides of 
Mouton’s family.

“Everything is made to order, and you 
can’t go wrong with good homemade 
food,” Medrano said.

Mouton said he feels his family inspired 
his passion and the way he cooks. As a 
result, he said his experience cooking for 
his family prepared him for the restaurant 
business.

“I am the oldest of four boys, and four 
boys eat a lot,” he said. “So it wasn’t a big 
transition from cooking for them to cook-
ing in restaurants.”

By Nick Mace

Cade’s Club, a server favorite, is named after 
Mouton’s young son. 

Mouton said his version of Shrimp and Grits is a 
customer favorite and unique to his eatery. 

Owner Ben Mouton changed a former burger house into a Cajun- and Southern-style namesake.

Family namesakes
Many of Mouton’s friends and family 
members are mentioned in his menu. 

•	Cade’s Club is named after Mouton’s tod-
dler son. it stacks grilled chicken breast, 
ham, bacon and provolone cheese with 
lettuce, tomato and mayonnaise on French 
bread. ($9.49) 

•	Mouton said he has been eating his mom’s 
recipe, now called Gran Jan’s Gumbo, for 
as long as he can remember. Gran Jan’s 
Gumbo features chicken and sausage in 
a dark Creole roux, served over dirty rice. 
(Cup $3.99, bowl $7.99)

Chef’s favorites
•	Mouton’s favorite dish to make is the 

Shrimp and Grits, which has Cajun-sea-
soned grilled shrimp served with chives 
over organic jalapeno cheese polenta with 
a side of garlic bread. ($9.99)

•	the angry pasta, one of the first reci-
pes Mouton learned —and the dish that 
inspired him to have a culinary career—
has smoked sausage, ham and bacon 
simmered and tossed in a spicy fettuccine 
alfredo, and is served with garlic bread. 
($10.99)

•	the Shrimp po-boy is a traditional subma-
rine sandwich from louisiana. Golden fried 
shrimp is piled high along with lettuce, 
tomato and tartar sauce on French bread. 
($10.49)

Mouton’s Southern Bistro 
309 N. US 183, Leander 
260-6300
www.moutonsbistro.com
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South St.

W. Broade St.
183

2243

old FM 2243

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

in Family Medicineinnninnnniniin amilya yFaFa yyyaa lliiimmmFFFFa yyiFamilyMMedicineyyMedicine
901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.sifm.net

www.thesalonsat.com • 512-221-3745
1335 E Whitestone Blvd. • Cedar Park (1890 Ranch Center)

1890 Ranch
SERVICES: nails, skin, 
lashes, massage, spray tan 
and hair. Individual Suites 
offer impeccable service .... 
Walk in welcome.

Please check our website and click on 1890 Ranch to book your next appointment
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Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori

Cedar Park Montessori

Toddler, Pre-K, 
Private Elementary (K – 6th grade)

Now enrolling ages 18 months – 12 years 
for 2012–13–14 academic years and 2013 summer programs

Your child could be ready for advanced and gifted 
grade-level courses by Kindergarten!
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Inner Space
Cavern
4200 S. I-35
Georgetown
931-2283
www.myinnerspacecavern.com

Austin Zoo and  
Animal Sanctuary
10808 Rawhide Trail
Austin
288-1490
www.austinzoo.org

Skydive San Marcos
Fentress Airpark
Airfield Road off  
South Hwy. 80 
Fentress
488-2214
www.skydivesanmarcos.com

Just For Fun
Emerald Point Marina
5973 Hiline Road
Austin
266-9710
www.jff.net

Texas Rowing
Center
1541 W. Cesar Chavez St.
Austin
467-7799
www.texasrowingcenter.com

Rock ‘N River 
Family Aquatic 
Center
3300 Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
218-5540
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Dinosaur Tracks
South San Gabriel River
Leander
Near US 183 and 
South San Gabriel 
River bridge

Below I-35 in Georgetown lies  
5 miles of underground caves 
speckled with stalagmites, bats and 
rock formations.

“Most people are very surprised we 
have something so pretty under I-35,” 
said Taunya Vessels, general manager 
of Inner Space Cavern, a tour company that oversees the caves.

Inner Space Cavern offers three different tours to explore about 
3/4 mile of cave. The Adventure Tour takes visitors to the Lake of 
the Moon and explains how the cavern was discovered. 

On the Explorer Tour, visitors use flashlights to explore the rock 
formations. The Wild Cave Tour is the longest at four hours and is 
more physically demanding, as visitors must crawl and climb. This 
tour is available only on Saturdays.

The caves are open Mon.–Fri. from 9 a.m.–4 p.m. and Sat.–Sun. 
from 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Adventure Tour: $19.95 (adult), $11.95 (ages 4–12), free (ages 
3 and younger)

Explorer Tour: $21.95 (adult), $13.95 (ages 4–12), free (ages 3 
and younger)

Wild Cave Tour: $100 (participants must be age 13 or older)

Northwest Austin residents don’t 
have to go far to observe more than 
300 animals roaming in natural 
enclosures at the Austin Zoo and 
Animal Sanctuary. 

“You can get much closer to the 
animals than you can at other zoos,” 
said Patti Clark, president and executive director of the Austin Zoo, 
a nonprofit organization. “You can get within 5 feet of a tiger.”

The zoo is a rescue facility that cares for animals, including 
monkeys, exotic birds, Galapagos tortoises, emus and sheep. 
Visitors can take a train tour around the facility for $2.50 and see 
an exhibit with longhorns, emus and alpacas off-site.

The zoo has a concession stand with food and drinks, but Clark 
said visitors may bring their own lunch and have a picnic. She also 
recommends visitors bring water because the zoo does not have 
drinking fountains.

Clark said it takes about 1 1/2 to two hours to walk through all 
the animal exhibits. Zoo staff feed the tigers and lions, a popular 
attraction for visitors, at midday, and some tigers are fed at  
2:30 p.m. Many animals nap in the afternoon, Clark said. The zoo is 
open daily from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Admission: $8 (adults); $5 (ages 2–12); $6 (seniors, military 
members, students)

Located 13 miles east of San Marcos, 
Skydive San Marcos takes thrill-
seekers 13,000 feet in the air so 
they can jump out of a plane. Jumpers 
freefall for 60 seconds, followed by a 
three- to four-minute parachute ride to 
the ground. 

Office Manager Sarah Bartley said first-time patrons must jump 
with an experienced jumper harnessed to their backs. 

Skydive San Marcos offers a skydiving school for people who want to 
do solo jumps. The Level 1 course is composed of six to eight hours 
of instruction followed by a solo jump the same day and is offered on 
Saturdays.

Jumpers must be age 18 or older and weigh less than 230 pounds. 
People who weigh more than 230 pounds may call Skydive San 
Marcos for consideration. Licensed skydivers may jump year-round.

Tandem jump: $210 (with reservation), $220 (without reservation), 
$295 (solo jump with Level 1 course)

Take on Lake Travis this summer with 
a personal WaveRunner, pontoon, ski 
boat or barge from Just For Fun water 
rentals, a locally owned business that 
has been serving the area for 25 years. 

The WaveRunners can accommodate 
one to three people, while the 
pontoons can hold 10–12. Ski boats come equipped with water skis, 
a ski vest and rope at no additional charge, and boaters may rent 
kneeboards, inner tubes, children’s skis and wakeboards separately. 

“If it’s a family with kids, they’ll want a pontoon, it’s a ski boat for 
people seeking speed, and for the college age, it’s WaveRunners,” 
Operations Director Hawkeye Roth said.

For groups of up to 50 people, the double-deck party barges are 
the way to go, Roth said. The barges have a four-hour minimum, and 
renters are allowed to have a disc jockey or band aboard.

Yamaha WaveRunner: $75 per hour 
Pontoons: $60–$70 per hour 
Ski boat: $80–$90 per hour 
Party barge: $560 for four hours

Pick up a paddle at the Texas Rowing 
Center, where patrons can rent canoes, 
kayaks and stand-up paddleboards by 
the hour or day as well as take rowing 
lessons. Manager Somers Ritchie said 
rowing is the third-ranked sport for 
engaging the most muscles.

Texas Rowing Center also has summer camps for attendees in 
grades three through 12 to kayak, paddleboard, swim and hike. 
Camps are $160–$295 per week.

The boathouse is located on the Lady Bird Lake Trail but is also 
accessible by vehicle. Drivers can park along Stephen F. Austin/
Veterans Drive across from Austin High School and look for the 
Texas Rowing Center sign.

Equipment rental: $10–$50 
Hours: 6 a.m.–dark, daily

At 40,481 square feet, Round Rock’s 
Rock ‘N River Family Aquatic Center 
seems to have an activity or slide for 
nearly everyone.

“It’s one of the most popular pools 
in Round Rock,” said Roger Heaney, 
Round Rock Parks and Recreation 
Department spokesman. 

The park’s main features are a dual slide—one covered and one 
uncovered—and a lazy river for park-goers to float on inner tubes. 
Facilities for toddlers include the child’s pool and water playscape.

The water park is open Mon., Tue., Thu. and Sat. from 10 a.m.– 
8 p.m., and Fri. and Sun. from 1 p.m.–8 p.m. 

Admission: $4.50 (adult Round Rock residents); $3.50 (Round 
Rock children ages 17 and younger, Round Rock seniors age 55 and 
older); nonresident price is $1 extra

Making the trek to the dinosaur 
tracks in the South San Gabriel River 
bed is a trip for the determined and 
adventurous.

Not many people know how to access 
the prehistoric tracks, estimated to 
be about 100 million years old. One of 
the tracks was likely made by a sauropod such as a brontosaurus, 
and the other smaller, three-toed tracks are thought to have been 
made by a rare carnivorous dinosaur called an acrocanthosaurus.

The best way to find the tracks is to travel north on US 183 and 
take a left at River Run. Continue along the dirt road until arriving at 
a clearing. The rest of the trek is on foot. 

Visitors will cross the South San Gabriel River and follow the 
riverbed west for about 3/4 mile. Visitors will find an overgrown path 
that will follow the river and will take them to the tracks. The tracks 
are located just where the river starts to bend. 

Wear comfortable hiking shoes that can get wet as some shallow 
wading might be involved. Wearing pants, not shorts, is recommended.

Not going on vacation this summer? No problem. 

There is plenty to do in Central Texas that does  

not require dealing with security at the airport 

or a long drive in the car.

By Amy Denney

‘‘Staycation’’ Guide‘‘Staycation’’ Guide‘‘Staycation’’ Guide
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S. San Gabriel River
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3200 Hatch Rd. • Cedar Park, Tx78613 • 512.331.5400

620
183

Hatch Rd.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Come tour the facility, meet the staff and have a ball at the free 
carnival featuring face painting, games, balloon artist and more!

Special discounts will apply to all who enroll and a 
drawing will be held for ½ off � rst month’s tuition!

SAT. AUG. 11TH 10AM-1PM

It will be a carnival, silent auction and fair bene� ting a local children’s charity 
(to be determined).  There will be free goody bags to � rst 25 visitors,  free 
raf� e and thanks to our sponsors: Plum District Austin and Veronica Cruise.

Color & Cut $50

50% OFF
Highlight for
all students
fi rst time client only

FREE
kid’s cut when

booking men’s cut
(age 5-10)

fi rst time client only

FREE
eyebrow waxing
when you book 

a cut & style
fi rst time client only

Call or text
512-577-6861

Ombre Highlight or 
Partial Highlight

$40

Highlight & Cut $80

STAY HEALTHY.  STAY LOCAL.
Scott & White Clinic - Leander is continually growing their local team 
of primary care and specialty physicians to offer more healthcare 
options and treatments where it’s most convenient for you.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT: 512-260-4900

Visit clinics.sw.org for a complete list of services and available physicians.

1007 South U.S. Highway 183 | Leander, TX 

Scott & White accepts most major insurance plans. 

Specialty services  
available in Leander:
• Mental health

• Family medicine

• Physical therapy

• Podiatry

Coming soon! 
Available in July
• OB/GYN

Available in August
• Orthopedics

Available in September
• Urology
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By Sara Behunek
When the 83rd Texas Legislature 

convenes Jan. 8, lawmakers will be 
asked to consider legislation that would 
reduce or eliminate the effect the new 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness—or STAAR test—has on high 
school students’ grades.

The bill is being drafted by the grass-
roots coalition Texans Advocating Mean-
ingful Student Assessments, formed 
in January by Anderson High School 
parents in Austin but now includes 
members from throughout the state.

“The way testing is done under STAAR 
takes all the joy, all the creativity and 
love of learning out of our classrooms,” 
said TAMSA member Dineen Majcher, 
one of the group’s original members. 
“Because so much depends on the test 
scores, kids are no longer learning to 
think critically.”

Students in third through ninth 
grades took the STAAR test for the first 
time in March and April. Students who 

just finished ninth grade are the first 
to have to pass up to 15 end-of-course 
exams, among other thresholds, to 
graduate high school.

In its appeal to the Legislature, 
TAMSA will be joined by nearly 500 
Texas school districts—including Round 
Rock, Hutto and Pflugerville ISDs—that 
have signed a resolution stating their dis-
approval of high-stakes testing and ask-
ing lawmakers to re-examine the 2009 
law that led to the creation of STAAR.

The stakes
TAMSA, along with other critics of 

STAAR, say they are not against stan-
dardized tests, but they disagree with the 
stakes now tied to the exams.

Unlike the state’s previous standard-
ized test, STAAR has several tiers of 
requirements. One of those requirements 
is that STAAR end-of-course exams 
covering core high school subjects count 
for 15 percent of students’ final grades. 
While details of TAMSA’s bill are still 

being worked out, Majcher said it would 
get rid of the 15 percent rule as it places 
an unreasonable amount of pressure on 
students. 

Skin in the game
Since the birth of accountability 

ratings in Texas in 1993, the average 
four-year graduation rate for state public 
schools has risen from an estimated    
66.1 percent in 1995–96 to 75.4 percent 
in 2009–10, the most recent data avail-
able, according to the National Center 
for Education Statistics.

Experts interviewed for this article 
said there is no scientific data linking 
standardized test scores and academic 
performance, but Drew Scheberle, senior 
vice president for education and talent 
development at the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, said he thinks the gradua-
tion rate is higher because students now 
have skin in the game. The problem with 
STAAR, Scheberle said, is not the stakes 
but the way TEA implemented the test.

Parents rally against high-stakes testing

ROUND ROCK ISD

  Education Focus
The four stakesSTAAR

Source: Texas Education Agency

End-of-course test scores count for 
15 percenT of a student’s grade.1

Students must pass 15 TesTs 
in grades nine through 11 to 
graduate.

2

Students must achieve a certain 
cumulaTive score in each of the four 
content areas: English, math, science and 
social studies.

3

Based on his or her graduation plan, 
a student must achieve the passing 
sTandard or a predetermined minimum 
score on eight to 15 EOC exams.

Ninth-grade students choose one of three 
graduation plans: Minimum, Recommended 
or Distinguished. The programs differ in the 
number of required credits. The Minimum 
graduation plan requires parent and 
administrator permission.

4

“Quality dance education for children
& adults since 1970”

Registration info at:
www.smsdance.com  •  (512) 345-1284

“Dance Studio Moving Near
Your Neighborhood!”

Coming Fall 2012
New location in Plaza 183 (183 & Anderson Mill)

Explore, Learn, Create!

512-716-9124 

$10 OFF 

registration fee

Where Kids

200 Parkway Drive, Cedar Park • info@aldeaverdeschool.com

Located in Cedar Park, Aldea Verde is a Spanish 
immersion pre-school with a love for the planet and 
its diversity. 

Our curriculum focuses on indoor/outdoor activities 
and takes advantage of  a child’s natural curiosity. 

For K to 5th we offer a variety of after school 
lessons: Outdoor art, music and movement, 
Spanish and Piano.
We invite you to be part of  our community!

Board certifi ed Family Medicine physicians and Pediatricians 
providing the convenience of specialized care for your entire 

family in the same offi ce. More at our website

Call for Appt.
512 336-2777 •  www.CedarParkDoctors.com
345 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite 104 , Cedar Park • 920 N. Vista Ridge Blvd. Suite 500, Cedar Park

Family Medicine: Cameron T. King, MD;
Elizabeth S. Neal, MD; Zina Islam, MD

Pediatricians: Brent Cardwell, MD; Jennifer Cardwell, MD; 
Lisa Hutchens, MD; Lee Keegan, MD; Betzi Mathew, MD; 
Carrie Danner, MD

Beat the back-to-school rush
and schedule your Sports
and Annual Physicals now
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Round Rock Isd feeder pattern

ROUND ROCK ISD

  Education Focus

District scores by graDe
2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Grade 3 Reading 94% Math 94%

Grade 4 Reading 93% Math 94%

Grade 5 Reading 95% Math 94%

Grade 6 Reading 92% Math 91%

Grade 7 Reading 93% Math 90%

Grade 8 Reading 95% Math 90%

Grade 9 Reading 93% Math 82%

Grade 10 English language arts 93% Math 83%

Grade 11 English language arts 98% Math 94%

2010  –11 statistics State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.2% 29.9%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 8.1%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $48,903

subject State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading 90% 94% 94%

Math 84% 91% 91%

Writing 92% 95% 95%

Science 83% 91% 90%

Social studies 95% 97% 97%
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RRIsd school boundaries

Westwood 48  McNeil 45

Ridgeview  42 C.D. Fulkes  35 Hernandez  40 Hopewell  41 Walsh  43 Chisholm Trail 37 Cedar Valley 36 Deerpark  38 Grisham  39 Canyon Vista  34

Double File Trail 13  

Robertson 27

Blackland Prairie 3
Forest Creek 16

Gattis 18

Berkman 2
Callison 8

Voigt 32

Caldwell Heights  7
Herrington 20  

Teravista 30  

Union Hill 31

Bluebonnet 4
Deep Wood 12

Fern Bluff 15

Wells Branch  33 Great Oaks  19

Brushy Creek 5
Elsa England 14

Sommer 28  
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* State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test will eventually replace TAKS test in all grades.
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1  Anderson Mill 10610 Salt Mill Hollow, Austin 428-3700 1977 581 Academically Acceptable 62.9% 89% 86% 88% 85% 84% 81% 83% 86% 39  

2  Berkman 400 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock 464-8250 1958 574 Academically Acceptable 86% 86% 90% 87% 94% 79% 82% 89% 95% 35  

3  Blackland Prairie 2005 Via Sonoma Trail, Round Rock 424-8600 2001 944 Exemplary 10% 97% 95% 97% 94% 96% 90% 98% 99% 42  

4  Bluebonnet 1010 Chisholm Valley Drive, Round Rock 428-7700 1986 965 Academically Unacceptable 85.2% 80% 85% 79% 86% 76% 82% 73% 77% 37  

5  Brushy Creek 3800 Stonebridge Drive, Round Rock 428-3000 1981 798 Exemplary 19.5% 97% 98% 99% 98% 94% 99% 99% 97% 36  43  

6  Cactus Ranch 2901 Golden Oak Circle, Round Rock 424-8000 2001 975 Exemplary 2.6% 99% 99% 99% 97% 99% 99% 100% 100% 43  

7  Caldwell Heights 4010 Eagles Nest St., Round Rock 428-7300 1999 595 Exemplary 41.9% 92% 97% 90% 98% 88% 94% 96% 97% 40  41  

8  Callison 1750 Thompson Trail, Round Rock 704-0700 2008 878 Recognized 57.6% 91% 90% 85% 90% 87% 90% 93% 86% 35  

9  Canyon Creek 10210 Ember Glen Drive, Austin 428-2800 1998 474 Exemplary 0.6% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100% 39  

10 Caraway 11104 Oak View Drive, Austin 464-5500 1978 649 Exemplary 15.3% 98% 98% 100% 96% 98% 99% 98% 97% 34  

11  Chandler Oaks 3800 Stone Oak Drive, Round Rock 704-0400 2010 609 Exemplary 9.8% N/A N/A 96% 90% 98% 96% 97% 100% 43  

12  Deep Wood 705 St. Williams Drive, Round Rock 464-4400 1977 418 Recognized 32.1% 95% 94% 95% 92% 90% 90% 95% 97% 37  

13  Double File Trail 2400 Chandler Creek Blvd., Round Rock 428-7400 1986 716 Recognized 42.1% 92% 89% 91% 87% 91% 96% 94% 93% 40  

14  England 8801 Pearson Ranch Road, Austin N/A 2012 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 36  

15  Fern Bluff 17815 Park Valley Drive, Round Rock 428-2100 1991 801 Exemplary 5.7% 99% 98% 99% 100% 95% 97% 98% 98% 37  

16  Forest Creek 3505 Forest Creek Drive, Round Rock 464-5350 1996 838 Exemplary 10.4% 96% 93% 92% 96% 96% 94% 97% 95% 42  

17  Forest North 13414 Broadmeade Ave., Austin 464-6750 1977 323 Exemplary 47.3% 93% 94% 93% 93% 100% 100% 100% 100% 38  

18  Gattis 2920 Round Rock Ranch Road, Round Rock 428-2000 1991 758 Recognized 42.2% 93% 93% 91% 95% 91% 93% 88% 93% 42  

19  Great Oaks 16455 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock 464-6850 1997 895 Exemplary 7.3% 99% 98% 95% 94% 96% 98% 96% 98% 36  

20  Herrington 2850 Paloma Lake Blvd., Round Rock 704-1900 2011 604 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 40  41  

21  Jollyville 6720 Corpus Christi Drive, Austin 428-2200 1991 515 Recognized 40.2% 95% 89% 82% 80% 88% 90% 92% 95% 34  38  

22  Laurel Mountain 10111 DK Ranch Road, Austin 464-4300 1985 739 Exemplary 4.4% 99% 99% 98% 100% 98% 100% 100% 99% 34  

23  Live Oak 8607 Anderson Mill Road, Austin 428-3800 1986 544 Recognized 42.3% 95% 95% 95% 94% 87% 94% 92% 83% 38  

24  Old Town 2200 Chaparral Drive, Round Rock 428-7600 1988 830 Academically Acceptable 20% 97% 97% 94% 96% 97% 99% 98% 92% 43  

25  Pond Springs 7825 Elk Horn Mountain Trail, Austin 464-4200 1985 655 Exemplary 26.3% 98% 96% 96% 92% 97% 96% 100% 100% 38  

26  Purple Sage 11801 Tanglebriar Trail, Austin 428-3500 1981 319 Recognized 44% 89% 83% 93% 91% 76% 85% 98% 92% 39  

27  Robertson 1415 Bayland, Round Rock 428-3300 1979 557 Recognized 76.6% 89% 86% 90% 90% 89% 92% 86% 95% 40  

28  Sommer 16200 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin 704-0600 2008 1,090 Exemplary 5.5% 98% 97% 100% 98% 99% 97% 99% 99% 36  43  

29  Spicewood 11601 Olson Drive, Austin 428-3600 1974 705 Exemplary 3.9% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 98% 34  

30  Teravista 4419 Teravista Club Drive, Round Rock 407-0500 2008 789 Recognized 23.5% 96% 97% 92% 96% 90% 97% 97% 100% 40  41  

31  Union Hill 1511 Gulf Way, Round Rock 424-8700 2002 862 Recognized 58.7% 95% 99% 99% 99% 95% 97% 91% 95% 40  41  

32  voigt 1201 Cushing Drive, Round Rock 428-7500 1975 695 Academically Acceptable 77.3% 84% 86% 84% 87% 81% 93% 86% 79% 35  

33  Wells Branch 14650 Merriltown Drive, Austin 428-3400 1985 896 Recognized 50.1% 93% 89% 93% 94% 93% 94% 93% 86% 37  38  

MiDDle 
schools 2011 results 6th 7th 8th

34  Canyon vista 8455 Spicewood Springs Road, Austin 464-8100 1984 1,257 Exemplary 11.1% 98% 98% 98% 98% 99% 98% 97% 99% 48  

35  C.D. Fulkes 300 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock 428-3100 1939 732 Academically Acceptable 69.1% 88% 85% 84% 88% 86% 81% 89% 78% 44  46  47  

36  Cedar valley 8139 Racine Trail, Austin 428-2300 1991 1,182 Exemplary 9.8% 98% 99% 98% 98% 99% 99% 97% 97% 45  46  

37  Chisholm Trail 500 Oakridge Drive, Round Rock 428-2500 1978 1,055 Recognized 34.1% 93% 94% 91% 92% 92% 92% 96% 93% 45  46  

38  Deerpark 8849 Anderson Mill Road, Austin 464-6600 1986 997 Recognized 38.4% 93% 88% 89% 84% 92% 87% 93% 83% 45  

39  Grisham 10805 School House Lane, Austin 428-2650 1976 713 Academically Acceptable 23.9% 93% 91% 92% 89% 91% 89% 94% 87% 45  48  

40  Hernandez 1901 Sunrise Road, Round Rock 424-8800 2010 882 Academically Acceptable 60.9% 86% 80% 83% 76% 84% 79% 89% 74% 47  

41  Hopewell 1535 Gulf Way, Round Rock 464-5200 2002 808 Academically Acceptable 41.6% 91% 88% 87% 86% 88% 82% 93% 92% 47  

42  Ridgeview 2000 Via Sonoma Trail, Round Rock 424-8400 2001 1,333 Academically Acceptable 21.1% 94% 93% 91% 94% 93% 90% 95% 89% 44   

43  Walsh 3850 Walsh Ranch Road, Round Rock 704-0800 2008 1,134 Exemplary 13.7% 98% 98% 97% 98% 99% 96% 99% 97% 46  47  

high schools 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

44  Cedar Ridge 2801 Gattis School Road, Round Rock 704-0100 2010 2,324 Academically Unacceptable 36.9% 92% 74% 91% 72% 92% 76% N/A N/A

45  McNeil 5720 McNeil Road, Austin 464-6300 1992 2,456 Recognized 19.5% 95% 91% 93% 84% 94% 90% 97% 98%

46  Round Rock 300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock 464-6000 1971 2,649 Academically Acceptable 25% 95% 86% 94% 84% 94% 82% 98% 92%

47  Stony Point 1801 Tiger Trail, Round Rock 428-7000 1999 2,538 Academically Acceptable 36.8% 93% 81% 91% 74% 90% 73% 96% 89%

48  Westwood 12400 Mellow Meadow Drive, Austin 464-4000 1981 2,516 Recognized 12.2% 99% 97% 98% 96% 99% 95% 100% 99%

2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS
results by 
campus
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Round Rock A mere 1.4 miles of roadway built to 
improve circulation in a crowded corner of Williamson 
County might just be the catalyst that spurs develop-
ment in the largest tract of undeveloped land in the area.

Or not.
The extension of O’Connor Drive from RM 620 to Toll 

45 appears to hold plenty of possibility as it cuts through 
Williamson County’s densest precinct, opening up acres of 

land to what will likely be a heavily trafficked area. Construc-
tion could be finished by the end of 2013.

“Commercial use–wise, it’s very attractive,” said Russ Boles, a principal with Summit Com-
mercial Industrial Properties Inc. and the representative of property at the intersection of the 
extension and Toll 45.

However, development in the area faces a number of hurdles, developers warn. Environmen-
tal concerns, a lack of utilities and the unique nature of Robinson Ranch—the largest tract of 
land in the area—all could give potential developers pause. 
Full story by Blake Rasmussen

Georgetown works to 
attract manufacturers

o’Connor drive extension could spur development

Georgetown Although development 
has been slow the past several years, the 
City of Georgetown is taking advantage 
of the downtime to ensure the city is 
prepared for new development projects 
that come its way, including those from 
the manufacturing sector.

Mark Thomas, Georgetown economic 
development director, said the city quali-
fied an area of town in March for the 
federal Immigrant Investor Program, 
also known as EB-5, a program in which 
foreign investors can obtain citizenship 
through U.S. Citizen and Immigration 
Services by investing in certain projects 
in the United States.

“The No. 1 reason why we haven’t had 
as many projects over the past few years 
is because the funding hasn’t been there,” 
he said, adding that the EB-5 program 
gives developers another financing 
option. 

Offering the EB-5 program, going 
to trade shows and having detailed site 
plans for available properties are all ways 
Thomas said the city is making sure it 
is prepared should a manufacturing com-
pany decide to locate in Georgetown.

“[We are] trying to make ourselves 
as desirable and competitive as we can, 
knowing that it’s been a little bit of a slow 
time,” he said. “That’s why we’ve worked 

on these toolkit kinds of things when we 
didn’t have as many projects that were out 
there because we know that once the tap 
turns back on, we are not going to have as 
much time to work on that.”

Georgetown is a part of Opportunity 
Austin, an economic development initia-
tive of the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Dave Porter, senior vice president of 
economic development with the Austin 
Chamber, said manufacturers are typically 
searching for existing buildings when they 
consider locating in Central Texas.

“Last year, we had 52 industrial project 
leads,” he said. “Ninety-two percent were 
looking for existing buildings. There’s a 
definite lack of existing buildings outside 
of the Austin/Travis county area.”
Full story by Samantha Bryant
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When construction at the Toll 45/O’Connor Drive exchange is complete by the end of 2013, O’Connor Drive will 
connect Toll 45 and RM 620. Traffic will be able to move more freely with added ramps and feeder roads along Toll 
45 between McNeil Road and O’Connor Drive.  

Construction under way at Toll 45/O’Connor Drive exchange
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reGional —abridged stories from our other editions

neighborhood association tackles Steiner Ranch growth
Lakeway A plan for approximately 725 
new rental units in Steiner Ranch has galva-
nized the area’s neighborhood association 
that formed in December. 

The Steiner Ranch Neighborhood 
Association, which has boundaries that 
stretch from Lake Travis to Lake Austin to 
the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve, has 
been meeting with Steiner Ranch devel-
opment company Taylor Morrison on a 
monthly basis about future development in 
the area. Taylor Morrison has planned two 

apartment complexes and a set of duplexes 
on three tracts of land near the entrance of 
Steiner Ranch.

SRNA board member Cindy Thomp-
son and Chairman Brian Thompto said 
residents are concerned about the impact 
that the new residential units could have on 
Steiner Ranch. The neighborhood associa-
tion delivered a petition with approximately 
1,400 signatures in May stating the neigh-
borhood’s concern with the development.
Full story by Gene Davis
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Planned development in Steiner Ranch

Since 1984, the founders of Preferred Care at Home have 
had the privilege of partnering with thousands of families,

Asking for help is not easy.  Losing 
your independence is probably your 
greatest fear.  We understand, and we 
want to be there for you, by your side, 
every step of the way.

Services:
Meal Preparation  |  Dress/Hygiene Assistance  |  Medication Reminders
Housekeeping  |  Companionship  |  Transportation  |  Alzheimer Care  
24-hour on-call replacement service
Free Home Evaluation and 53-point safety inspection Celebrating life, dignity 

and independence.

giving that extra care needed to maintain independence and dignity in the comfort and security 
of home.  Preferred Care at Home understands that long-term care can be costly and have built a 
reputation on o� ering quality services at a� ordable prices.  The cost-e� ective Live-in Service has 
always been our specialty, providing 24-hour peace of mind.

“Reliable, Compassionate 
and A� ordable...
We Promise!”

Visit: www.PreferHome.com for more information.
Serving: Burnet, Hays, Travis and Williamson Counties
For free consultation, call today! 512-238-0222

Carla Aphayboun

15003 4x5 1399 MEAL DEAL Comm mag.indd   1 6/29/12   2:44 PM
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Beanitos Inc. 
3006 Bee Caves Road, Ste. A-315, Austin
609-8017
www.beanitos.com

Texas Chili Parlor
1409 Lavaca St., 472-2828
www.txchiliparlor.com
Mon.–Sun. 11 a.m.–2 a.m.

Beanitos
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Westlake When Doug Foreman, CEO of 
Beanitos Inc., decided to dip into the chip 
industry, he decided to do things a little 
differently.

Spending the majority of his life in the 
food industry, Foreman was determined 
to make a chip that was both filling and 
healthy, which led him to create Beanitos.

Toiling in his kitchen for two years 
looking for a new twist on the chip, Doug 
took notice of the glycemic index, which 
is a ranking of carbohydrates on a scale of 
0 to 100 according to the extent to which 
they raise blood sugar levels after eat-
ing, according to the American Diabetes 
Association.

“There is a lot more awareness of food 
and where it comes from and what it does 
to you,” Foreman said.

It is this awareness that helped the 

Central Austin Amid a changing down-
town landscape with large skyscrapers 
under construction and new retail estab-
lishments opening every month, there is 
the Texas Chili Parlor, a restaurant whose 
atmosphere is as chill—and as “Austin”—as 
it was when it opened in 1976.

Signs with kitschy phrases line the 
walls, and old neon beer advertisements 
accompany them. The restaurant is bro-
ken up into a bar, main dining room and 
an off-to-the-side dining room. The light-
ing is dark, and classic rock music plays 
overhead. Not much has changed since 
the restaurant opened more than three 

business dip into the market, but Foreman 
is still battling preconceived notions.

“If I blindfold you and give you our black 
bean chips and a corn chip and ask you to 
eat some guacamole, ours will come out on 
top every single time because it has flavor 
people aren’t even used to,” Foreman said. 
“I recently met with an investor who asked 
me, ‘What will my kids think about it?’ 
We had a cheese flavor at the time that we 
were working on, and I told him the kids in 
our neighborhood said they taste just like 
Doritos. About two weeks later we met again 
with this same investor and he brought his 
kids and his wife along and we were just 
meeting, and he was letting the kids try it, 
and he turned to them and said, ‘So kids, 
what do you think about the chips?’ And 
they said, ‘These taste just like Doritos.’”
Full story by Kyle Webb
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decades ago, save the menu, a few staff 
members and the owner. 

While a group of four men opened TCP 
in the ’70s, Scott “Zoob” Zublin now runs 
the restaurant. He purchased it in 2002 
after the Texas Comptroller’s Office seized 
it during its second round of owners, a 
couple who had little desire to see the 
parlor continue as a successful restaurant, 
Zublin said.

At no point, Zublin said, did he want to 
try something new as owner of the parlor. 
The menu features 36-year-old chili 
recipes, such as the X, XX and XXX-rated 
chilis, as well as Freida’s Chili Enchiladas, 
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Full stories at impactnews.com

a dish crafted by one of the restaurant’s 
first cooks.

Zublin credits TCP’s success to his com-
mitment to consistency, he said.
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky

elaine Carington, Psychic Reader

Elaine Carington, Psychic Reader
2900 W. Pecan St. 
252-7052
Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.– 
9 p.m., Sun. by  
appointment only

35 pecan St.
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Pflugerville I had never put much stock 
in psychics. 

That isn’t to say I don’t believe in the 
supernatural or the unexplained. It’s just 
that I had never tried having my fortune 
told, and it was hard for me to believe 
that people who could see the future were 
making a living charging $15 a pop for a 
palm reading.

But that was before I met Elaine Caring-
ton and had my palms read by the woman 
behind the ever-present Pflugerville 
Psychic Readings sign at the eastern bend 
on Pecan Street, a sign that has been there 
with the business for about eight years.

Carington’s read was certainly accurate 
in many ways that it could have easily 
gone wrong if she were simply guessing. 
Things about my family and my friends 
were eerily spot-on. If it was a parlor trick, 
it was certainly a good one.

She did miss in one very specific area 
of my life. That detail could, however, be 
interpreted in a way that would have made 
it accurate, depending on how I chose to 
look at it.

But isn’t that the main knock on psy-
chics? That they prey on people looking 
for something? People who more often 
than not find answers because they want 

to, not because they’re really there?
Still, it’s hard to meet a woman like 

Carington and think that. She is genuine, 
kind and soft-spoken and wears her faith 
on her sleeve.

Walking into her home, where she holds 
her readings, I was moderately shocked 
that it wasn’t closer to something out of the 
movies. There was no crystal ball, only a 
few small candles, and the lights stayed on 
the whole time.
Full story by Blake Rasmussen
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F ashionistas
The premier modeling workshop also featuring etiquette and grooming for today's girl!

A non-profit organization. 
For Girls age 10 to 18.

Star in a runway fashion show at 
Lakeline Mall
Beauty tips to last a lifetime
Social skills and elegant dining
Build confidence and self esteem
Professional fashion photo shoot
Opportunities to participate in more 
mall events
Eight Hours of Instruction $150
Early Enrollment Only $135.
Classes divided into age groups.

888-559-8418

AT LAKELINE MALL

$10 off Haircut
$20 off Haircut and Color
$30 off Haircut and Highlight
Not applicable with other offers. Please present coupon at 
time of purchase. Valid on weekdays only. Expires 8/17/12

1625 N. Bell Blvd., Suite A, Cedar Park • 512-528-8380 • www.razmatazsalon.com

Come experience the difference 
at Razmataz Salon!

We specialize in highlights
and color!

New Client Special!
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STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate
Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the  
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended  
Environmentally Friendly Products

Before

After

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated 

Insured & Bonded

S

Before

After

Keep Your Eyes Young...Protect them from the Sun!

Did you know UV sunlight can cause:
• Cataracts
• Macular Degeneration
• Cancer of the eyelids

• Large selection of frames (1400+)
• Onsite lab - some prescriptions available the same day
• Specialty contact lens fi tting
• Treatment of ocular injuries or infections

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch Shopping Center 
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150

Cedar Park, TX 78613www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Accepting most insurances including:  VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 
Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Superior, Avesis, 

Ameritas, Optum Health / Spectera,  Block Vision, Davis Vision

• Pterygium (tissue growth on the whites of eyes)
• Premature aging of the eyelids

Stop Looking, Start Seeing
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Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

Featured neighborhood 
Caballo Ranch, Leander

3105 Madisina Drive $292,990
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,714 sq. ft.
agent: Steve durso, Steve durso properties
789-3656

3106 Herradura Drive $348,500
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,197 sq. ft.
agent: nick tondre, keller Williams realty
829-2023

3112 Caballo Ranch Blvd.  $329,900
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,121 sq. ft.
agent: Seth koppel, texHomes realty
535-2980

3114 Caballo Ranch Blvd.  $392,300
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,550 sq. ft.
agent: Seth koppel, texHomes realty
535-2980

Overview Featured homes

Build-out year: not built out

Builders: Scott Felder, Jimmy Jacobs

Number of homes: 35, with 173 residential 

lots total  

Low/high square footage: 2,135–3,531

HOA dues (estimated): $240 annually

Amenities: playground, park, community pool, 

clubhouse

Nearby attractions: H-e-B, dining, retail, 

Southwest Williamson County regional park 

 

Property taxes:

City of Cedar park 0.493501

Williamson County  0.457687

austin Community College  0.094800

Williamson County FM/rd  0.030000

leander iSd 1.499760

Upper Brushy Creek 0.020000

Total (per $100 value) ____________ 2.595748

Leander ISD schools

parkside elementary School 

Stiles Middle School  

rouse High School

On the market  (As of July 12, 2012)
No. of homes for sale 5

No. of homes under contract 0

Avg. days on the market 129

Home sales  (July 12, 2011–July 12, 2012)
No. of homes sold in last year 11

Square footage Low/High 2,121/3,519

Selling price Low/High $239,990/$453,590

real eState

Whitestone Blvd.

Cr 180
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environment energy efficiency

TM

TM

TM

environment. energy. efficiency.

Caring about the environment is important to all of us. 

At Taylor Morrison, we believe it’s important to do all we 

can to help preserve the environment for future generations. 

Whether it’s designing and building homes that use 

sustainable materials, increasing the energy efficiency

of our homes or simply recycling the building material 

waste on our jobsites, we’re committed to improving

the environment through lessening our impact on it.

There are three core elements to the approach
we take in designing and building homes –
 energy, efficiency and the environment.
 Taylor Morrison approaches home
 building with an eye toward delivering
 these elements in all of our homes.
Our goal is to build energy-efficient homes by 
drawing on technology and building methods
to lessen the carbon footprint of our homes. 

Taylor Morrison is a proud
ENERGY STAR® partner 
committed to providing 
energy efficient homes.

With the Taylor Morrison  
Boomerang Program, we’re
doing our part to preserve
the environment for future
generations.

Find out how innovative 
building products are used 
to preserve and enhance the 
longevity of your home.

Now utilizing the nationally-
recognized HERS index, you 
can quickly find out the 
efficiency of your home.

http://elements.taylormorrison.com
While we make every effort to always provide the most current and accurate Elem3nt™ Program information, materials and data available (collectively, the “Data”), such Data is provided 
“as is” without warranty and may contain errors. Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All incentives, pricing, availability and plans subject to change or delay without 
notice. Please see a Taylor Morrison Sales Associate for details and visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © June, 2012, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc.  All rights reserved.
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78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 3005 Cottonweed Trail 3br/2ba $159,000 1,340 Robin Reed 501-6363 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 1601 Hatch Road 3br/2ba $169,999 1,578 Rachel Francois 337-0245 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2508 Tierra Blanco Trail 4br/2ba $229,900 2,772 Amanda Cribbs 736-2919 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2903 Buckeye Trail 4br/4ba $229,900 2,975 Mary Battaglia 767-6787 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 1811 Dayflower Terrace 4br/2ba $215,000 2,333 Meta Bates 694-9316 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 502 Twin Oak Trail 3br/2ba $135,000 1,342 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 623 Victoria Drive 4br/2ba $299,900 3,455 Carolyn Abbott 633-7080 Realty Executives, Austin-North

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 702 Theresa Cove 4br/4ba $429,000 3,800 Michael Kelly 636-5955 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 511 Victoria Drive 3br/2ba $315,000 3,097 Kevin Karos 744-4167 RE/MAX Capital City II

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1400 Deepbrook Path 4br/2ba $174,900 2,164 Kelli Roch 627-3857 Marketplace Real Estate Group

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 2013 Bridal Path 3br/2ba $125,000 1,251 Barbara Bittner 431-6027 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Ranchettes 802 Monarch Drive 3br/2ba $149,500 1,478 Patty Alexander 751-1621 Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1802 Lion Heart Drive 3br/2ba $190,000 2,160 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon 811 Zappa Drive 4br/2ba $295,000 3,169 James Watson 964-5151 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek 2107 Sharon Drive 4br/2ba $198,500 2,322 Robyn Mosner 913-5593 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek 1705 Tracy Miller Lane 4br/2ba $259,000 2,813 Richard Young 637-8050 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek 1709 Tracy Miller Lane 4br/2ba $250,000 2,620 Stuart Sutton 844-3254 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1203 Willowbrook Drive 4br/2ba $249,900 2,995 Tom Polk 914-6200 Stanberry & Associates

78613 Cedar Park The Ranch at Brushy Creek 4207 Oldenburg Lane 4br/3ba $286,040 2,266 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park The Ranch at Brushy Creek 4216 Zacharys Run 4br/3ba $327,885 2,413 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 1202 Mathias St. 4br/2ba $165,900 2,134 Robin Gulledge 657-6889 RE/MAX Capital City II

78613 Cedar Park Hunters Glenn 1606 Mackenzie Lane 3br/2ba $198,000 1,824 Camille Abbott 529-1299 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Ranchettes 706 Buffalo Ave. 3br/2ba $170,000 2,177 Bettye Turner 241-1745 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Quest Village 512 Paso Fino Trail 4br/3ba $179,900 2,189 Janet Hoelscher 789-3467 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 202 Belgian Bend 4br/3ba $444,900 3,848 Marc Scott 786-4608 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 1801 Bow Ridge Cove 3br/2ba $169,000 1,630 Kurt Duffeck 820-8048 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 2119 Kimra Lane 4br/2ba $224,900 2,440 Jerry Castillo 751-0386 RE/MAX Capital City II

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 1104 Challa Drive 4br/3ba $339,000 3,286 Lisa Madden 788-3865 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Silverado West 605 Clover Flat Road 3br/2ba $175,000 1,555 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX 1

78613 Cedar Park Silverado West 2307 Sage Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $197,000 1,752 Megan Companion 986-4519 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Trails at Carriage Hills 1912 Ruthie Run 4br/2ba $159,950 2,563 Robert Mello 789-3332 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2105 Tattler Drive 5br/4ba $362,000 3,989 Jack Carter 413-5757 Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2202 Aldworth Drive 5br/4ba $624,999 4,002 Stacey Rider 423-8122 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1408 Cedar Park Drive 4br/2ba $230,000 2,653 Christine Bennett 528-5271 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1305 Rimstone Drive 4br/2ba $375,000 3,711 Diana Proud 633-4287 Avalar Austin

78641 Leander Block House Creek 16304 Snelling Cove 3br/2ba $170,000 2,493 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX 1

78641 Leander Block House Creek 16404 Lone Wolf Drive 3br/2ba $148,500 1,610 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX 1

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2502 Socorro Bend 4br/3ba $144,900 2,198 Betsy Doss 744-4555 RE/MAX Capital City

78641 Leander Cap Rock at Crystal Falls 1812 Cantina Sky 3br/2ba $340,545 2,187 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

real eState

Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 14 5 53 88

$100,000–$149,900 154 32 53 47

$150,000–$199,900 166 98 45 37

$200,000–$299,900 82 199 79 54

$300,000–$399,900 45 69 98 60

$400,000–$499,900 26 13 97 57

$500,000–$749,900 26 12 114 60

$750,000–$999,900 0 3 0 194

$1 million + 2 2 241 160

Month

Number of homes for sale Number of homes for sale

CLN CLS CLN CLS

June 2012 108 91 $213,638 $235,192

June 2011 100 93 $174,119 $234,271

May 2012 101 79 $204,757 $226,130

April 2012 90 79 $170,036 $210,538

March 2012 97 68 $207,081 $229,876

February 2012 51 47 $162,366 $216,075

January 2012 53 35 $186,248 $240,681

December 2011 62 57 $180,064 $205,210

November 2011 51 42 $175,224 $214,948

On the market  (June 1–30) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900 | nason@nasoncompany.com

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar park/leander area was changed from Multiple listing Service area Cl, which included all of leander and Cedar park, to MlS areas Cln and ClS, divided by FM 1431. Cln includes most of leander, 
while ClS includes most of Cedar park.

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

4216 Zacharys Run, Cedar Park $327,885

16304 Snelling Cove, Leander $170,000

1802 Lion Heart Drive, Cedar Park $190,000

605 Clover Flat Road, Cedar Park $175,000

2903 Buckeye Trail, Cedar Park $229,900
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Austin’s fabulous climate, healthy 
lifestyle, and year-round charm present 
an amazing way of life. Consider the 
jewel of Central Texas, Cimarron Hills, a 
community that is truly Austin luxury at 
the gateway to the Hill Country. Resort-
style living with world class dining, the 
Cimarron experience includes the best 
of golf, tennis, � tness, and community 
connections. Featuring Jack Nicklaus 
Signature Golf, the Cimarron Hills course 
is a 7,302-yard, award-winning design 
that rewards thoughtful and strategic 
play, with a layout that ebbs and � ows 
through stately oak trees, mountain 
laurels, creeks and rolling terrain.

Perfectly located between Austin and 
the Hill Country, the beautifully designed 
Cimarron Hills is close to shopping, 
dining, business and entertainment, but 
away from the frenzy of the city, with 
nearly 1,000 glorious acres of sweeping 
views, mighty oaks, and rolling hills. 
From street to street, Cimarron Hills 
carries the contemporary spirit of Austin, 
adding to it a luxurious blend of old-world 
design.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

� is is where the latest Grand Haven 
Homes’ designs and the company’s brand 
new GH Signature product line come into 
play. For savvy homebuyers looking to 
live in a master planned community that 
comes with stellar resort amenities, the 
team at Grand Haven Homes announces 
� e Fairways at Cimarron Hills, luxury 
homes from the low $400’s by GH 
Signature.

Grand Haven’s latest o� ering in Central 
Texas, the Fairways at Cimarron Hills 
o� ers a stylized and exclusive lifestyle 
with all resort amenities just a golf cart 
drive away. � ese right-sized home 
designs, created by Grand Haven Homes, 
mean that residents can enjoy life to the 
fullest. Carefully planned to promote 
community and require less upkeep, this 
GH Signature o� ering includes top of 
the line materials, quality cra� smanship, 
high-end � xtures and supreme energy 
e�  ciency to enhance the fabulous � oor 
plans.

For Grand Haven buyers, the Cimarron 
Hills developer is making available for 
a limited time complimentary golf or 

tennis membership initiation with a home 
purchase in � e Fairways at Cimarron 
Hills (up to a $20,000 value). And enjoy 
all the resort amenities now while your 
GH Signature home is completed – 
sponsored by Cimarron Hills for GH 
Signature buyers. 

Grand Haven Homes is known for 
its unique livable home designs and its 
dynamic growth in the Austin market. 
Grand Haven’s � oorplans feature 
personalized home areas through its 
Lifezones™ solution. For the Grand 
Haven team, “cookie cutter” is out of 

Enjoy the luxury of a GH Signature home at the new Fairways of Cimarron.

the question; the company focuses on 
creating the best possible designs that are 
speci� cally personalized to buyers’ needs, 
integrated with architecturally distinctive 
exteriors and elegant, recognizable 
streetscapes.

Act now to get your built-for-living 
GH Signature home in � e Fairways at 
Cimarron Hills and complimentary club 
membership initiation in Cimarron Hills 
Developer Sponsored Golf or Tennis 
Membership Initiation*. Call 512.472.1105 
or email cimarron@grandhavenhomes.net. 
* Limitations Apply.

F

F

F

F

sarita valley 
Leander’s Newest Master Planned Community!

EXPERIENCE THE LUXURY OF 
GRAND HAVEN’S LIFEZONES
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78641 Leander Cap Rock at Crystal Falls 1908 Boldsundown Drive 4br/3ba $372,125 3,217 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Cap Rock at Crystal Falls 1916 Boldsundown Drive 5br/4ba $385,115 3,738 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Cold Springs 1928 Mary Ella Drive 4br/3ba $239,630 2,599 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Cold Springs 2416 Grand Lake Parkway 4br/2ba $248,650 2,557 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander County Glen 719 Ruby Isle Drive 3br/1ba $119,600 1,040 Gretchen Gullekson 970-2569 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2809 Amber Valley Lane 3br/2ba $223,297 1,930 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2817 Amber Valley Lane 4br/2ba $217,509 1,830 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2828 Garnet Ridge Drive 4br/2ba $227,509 2,125 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander Estates North Creek Ranch 811 Rancho Viejo 4br/2ba $132,800 2,032 Karen Covey 423-5018 Goodwin Partners Inc.

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3303 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3ba $695,000 3,484 Karen Covey 423-5018 Goodwin Partners Inc.

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3504 Goodnight Trail 5br/4ba $725,000 6,340 Tish Fenley-Darey 422-1597 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1620 Buffalo Thunder 4br/3ba $334,911 3,320 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 2821 Homecoming 3br/2ba $259,500 2,223 Lynn Miller 255-4867 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78641 Leander Horizon Park 2010 Horizon Park Blvd. 3br/2ba $144,950 1,841 Tom Polk 914-6200 Stanberry & Associates

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2415 Tumbling River Drive 3br/2ba $184,900 2,101 Paula Gold 294-8707 Stanberry & Associates

78641 Leander Leander Hills 14804 Rock Cliff Drive 3br/1ba $45,000 924 Eric Recktenwald 535-5797 RE/MAX Capital City

78641 Leander North Creek 808 Maplecreek Drive 3br/2ba $119,000 1,210 Trisha Winkelmann 635-7628 EXIT-Options Realty

78641 Leander Red Wagon Ranchettes 17000 Trails End Cove 3br/2ba $99,000 1,456 Gerri Misko 426-2814 Prudential Texas Realty

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1003 Saint Helena Drive 3br/2ba $169,900 1,670 Kathy Stafford 626-9559 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Sandy Creek Ranches 23004 Windy Valley Road 3br/1ba $135,000 1,635 Kevin Karos 744-4167 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Summerlyn 141 Housefinch  Loop 4br/2ba $175,340 2,402 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78641 Leander Summerlyn 109 Loggerhead Cove 4br/2ba $179,900 2,552 Sharon Stegall 736-9009 Leander Realty

78717 Austin Avery Brookside 10805 Roy Butler Drive 4br/2ba $385,000 3,090 John Brandon Faught 791-5209 Realty Austin

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 10209 Medinah Greens Drive 4br/2ba $370,000 3,396 Jenny Walker 653-3398 Realty Austin

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East 16612 Ennis Trail 4br/2ba $245,000 2,163 Lynn Miller 255-4867 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East 16600 Brayton Park Drive 4br/2ba $234,500 2,304 Tami Kagy 694-6724 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 11212 Fletcher Hall Lane 3br/2ba $209,900 1,970 Joan Klausner 569-7489 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 15300 Staked Plains Loop 3br/2ba $259,500 2,686 James DeLoney 638-0903 Realty Austin

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 14824 Mistletoe Heights Drive 4br/3ba $200,000 1,707 Siobhan McCullough 767-6757 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 12001 Springs Head Loop 3br/2ba $259,900 2,127 Michael Kelly 636-5955 RE/MAX 1

78717 Austin Avery Ranch North 9808 Bundoran Drive 5br/3ba $340,000 3,554 Julie Pratt 250-1540 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78717 Austin Avery Ranch North 9800 Bundoran Drive 3br/2ba $319,900 2,532 Tim Kress 719-5555 RE/MAX 1

78717 Austin Avery Ranch West 10625 Royal Tara Cove 3br/2ba $190,000 1,594 Hong Lee 931-4968 Bridgepoint Investment Group

78717 Austin Commons at Avery Ranch 14815 Avery Ranch Blvd. 2br/2ba $180,000 1,461 Becky Griner 917-5712 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78717 Austin Meadows Brushy Creek 16312 Rockgate Drive 4br/2ba $199,900 2,705 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Meadows Brushy Creek 8905 Joachim Lane 3br/2ba $299,717 2,536 Peter Russian 695-8274 RE/MAX Capital City III

78717 Austin Oak Brook 1238 Sutter Creek Trail 4br/3ba $339,000 3,065 Kimberly Johnson 293-6653 Keller Williams Realty-RR

“Let Us Open Your Door to a GREAT Day!”

$100 off

$200 off

Not Valid With Any Other Offer.
Must present coupon. Expires 8/17/12.

Wood Doors

2507 S Bell Blvd - Cedar Park
www.CedarParkGarageDoors.com

Family Owned & Operated

We Can Fix It
TODAY

®

a Small Door

a Large Double Door
Please come and see our new showroom at 

2423 S Bell Blvd today to pick out your new doors Today!

Custom Built to your 
specifi cations at our workshop

Heavy duty Commercial 
Hardware

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

real eState

Property Listings

1003 Saint Helena Drive, Leander $169,900

16600 Brayton Park Drive, Austin $234,500

811 Rancho Viejo, Leander $132,800

9800 Bundoran Drive, Austin $319,000

1928 Mary Ella Drive, Leander $239,630

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 06/27/12 and 07/11/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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CARPET • WOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILE

OOPS PROOF!
WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

ALL STAINMASTER® CARPETS 
FEATURE LIFETIME WARRANTY 
PROTECTION AGAINST:
 •   ALL FOOD & BEVERAGE STAINS - NO EXCLUSIONS
 •   PET URINE STAINS
 •   SOILING
 •   STATIC SHOCK

Hardwood: $.99 - $2.79 / sq. ft.
Vinyl: $.39 - $.79 / sq. ft.
Laminate: $.29 - $1.99 / sq. ft.
Carpet: $.42 - $.79 / sq. ft.
Pad: $.11 - $.49 / sq. ft.

FACTORY CLOSEOUTS
AVAILABLE NOW

SPECIAL
FINANCING

Subject to credit approval.
See Store for details.CALL TODAY

to speak with a 
fl ooring specialist

512-259-9990

Featured commercial properties

1120 Toro Grande Blvd.  |  4,000 sq. ft.
Office/warehouse property for sale: $435,000
Agent: Brent Campbell, don Quick & associates inc.
922-6018

201 S. Bell Blvd. |  7,338 sq. ft.
Office property for sale: $1,375,000
Agent: Merry Motley, Gold rush realty
258-7784

2800 S. Bagdad Road  |  9,600 sq. ft.
Retail property for sale: $1,591,000
Agent: Jason Middlebrook, SrS real estate partners
236-4636

1805 S. US 183  |  1,200 sq. ft.
Retail property for lease: $2,400/month
Agent: Carter Bailey, retail Solutions
474-5557

real eState

Cedar Park Leander

Compiled by Emilie Boenig
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


