
Retail giants bring jobs, cachet to Cedar Park
Walmart and Costco plan to come to the city, bringing jobs and taxes

Making 2012 a year of growth for Leander
City shifting strategy for 
new year after tough 2011

Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce president Mary Bradshaw, left, visits new business owners Aaron and 
Amy Santos. They opened Two Saints Baking Co. and Cafe on Jan. 16 with David and Heather Tworoger. 

By Emilie Boenig
Opening a business requires courage, and 

for entrepreneurs, the stakes are high.
Few understand this better than Aaron 

Santos, one of four owners of Two Saints 
Baking Co. and Café, which opened Jan. 16 
in Leander. Santos said fear perpetuates a 
rumored weak economy.

“I think that people just need to be brave, 
and that’s what we’re doing here,” he said.

For the last six-and-a-half years, the City 
of Leander focused on attracting big retail-
ers, Economic Development Director Kirk 
Clennan said. Secondary to this goal was 
encouraging local entrepreneurship, luring 
industrial and office employers, and promot-
ing destination tourism.

But Clennan said in 2012 he hopes to shift 
the emphasis on retail and return to the 
basics of economic development: the recruit-
ment, retention and expansion of primary 
employers.

“It’s become very apparent in the last few 
weeks, when after six and a half years of 
recruiting Walmart, Costco and roughly 
4,000 other retailers to the community, they 
decided to go somewhere else besides Lean-
der,” he said. “And that was compounded by 
the loss of J.C. Evans.”

J.C. Evans Construction Inc., formerly 
one of Leander’s largest employers, filed for 
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See Big box | 9

See Leander | 11

By Macy Hurwitz
In a matter of weeks two of the 

most well-known big-box retail-
ers in the United States chose 
Cedar Park as a site for new stores. 
Bentonville, Ark.–based Wal-
Mart announced plans in early 
December to open a Supercenter 
at the corner of RM 1431 and Ron-
ald Reagan Boulevard, and on  
Dec. 9, wholesaler Costco 
announced plans to build a store 

in the Town Center development 
located at RM 1431 and Toll 183A. 

“This area has certainly weath-
ered better than other parts of 
the country. I think that lots of 
the larger retailers are starting to 
focus on [the better-faring] areas 
because they want to get in and 
take advantage of the momen-
tum. When the economy finally 
starts to hit on all cylinders again, 
they want to be positioned,” said 

Phil Brewer, Cedar Park’s eco-
nomic development specialist.

Big-box development
begets more development

Cedar Park Chamber of Com-
merce President Harold Dean 
said he is happy about the two 
developments and thinks they 
will have a positive impact.

“We’re pleased they’re com-
ing to create jobs and create tax 

revenues for the city. So, all in all, 
it’s a good thing,” Dean said.

Wal-Mart already has a store 
in Cedar Park at Walton’s Way 
and Bell Boulevard. Brewer said 
the new store will be able to 
generate more sales tax without 
taking a bite out of revenues at 
the other location because it will 
serve new areas of growth in 
western parts of the city, as well 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in August 
and announced layoffs for 300 employees in 
December. Clennan said the loss reiterates a 
need for steady and gainful employment in 
Leander.

Leander has about 60 primary employers, 
including H-E-B, Dennis Steel and Leander 
Independent School District, yet about one-
third of the population leaves the city on a 

daily basis for work, Clennan said. If more 
people stay in Leander for jobs, they will 
also purchase clothing, gas and food locally, 
pushing money back into the city through 
sales and property taxes.

“I think bringing in primary employers 
needs to take on a whole new level of effort 
because when people have a job—not an 

Local Updates

Census challenge
Cedar Park contested the U.S. Census’ 
2010 population count, which put the 
city under 50,000 and under staff-
conducted counts as well. | 15

Contingency plan 
The project that will move Cedar Park 
and Leander’s intakes, which bring 
water into the cities’ systems, is 
progressing. | 14

Judy’s Grooming
A local groomer continues to settle 
into her own shop and finish aesthetic 
improvements after opening up her 
doors in early 2011. | 17

Cedar Park Jewelry
George Poe got out of the pawn 
business and opened up his store as 
a pre-retirement diversion, but instead 
became a local institution. | 21

Transportation news
View a four-page section featuring 
maps and updates on projects affecting 
commutes all over the region. | 27

Updates on 2011 and a look ahead to 2012
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It’s your last chance to score  
bIg wIth taylor MorrIson

50% OFF
DesIgn center uPgraDes

Make your home a reflection of your personal sense of style and sophistication.  
 Purchase a new Taylor Morrison home between now and January 31, 2012 and receive HALF OFF  

stylish accents and designer upgrades to dress up every room of your new place.

Design options and savings may vary by community. See a Sales Associate for details. Limited time offer for qualified purchases between January 1, 2012 and January 31, 2012 on accepted to-be-built purchases. May not be combined with other 
offers. Offer for qualified customers utilizing Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, TX License: #149227. Services not available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to underwriting 
and loan qualification of the lender. Additional licensing or other details, including special financing incentives (as applicable), may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/finance. Maximum seller contribution not to exceed LTV/lender guidelines. Offer 
void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © January, 2012, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com

Ready to Score Big? 
Visit tailgate.taylormorrison.com/austin
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Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/lcp

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/lcp-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_lcp

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Mailing schedule
Our mailing schedule varies slightly through the month of 
March. You can expect your copy of Community Impact 
Newspaper on the following dates: Friday, Feb. 24 and 
Friday, March 23.
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In the newspaper busi-
ness, we are always looking 
forward, but sometimes I 
look back at our past issues 
and I find myself wonder-
ing, “When is the last time 

we filled our readers in on the latest with 
that story?” 

We try not to cover the same stories all 
the time, but I know I could use a refresher 
every once in a while, especially if there are 
new developments to report. That is why I 
am so excited about The January Issue. It 
gives us the opportunity to look back on the 
important news from the past year and give 
updates to stories that have developed since 
we last covered them.

As we look forward to 2012, I have 
noticed some glimmers of momentum in 
the community. January is historically a 
slow month in the business community. 
Some small-business owners welcome this 
month as a time to catch their breath, while 

many families stay home and work toward 
paying off December’s spending. In my 
years with Community Impact Newspaper, 
I’ve noticed business news seems noticeably 
slower during January, but this year seems 
different. 

Just last week, I went to grand open-
ings for the new Scott & White Clinic in 
Leander and LongHorn Steakhouse in 
1890 Ranch. A new retail center was also 
announced in Cedar Park.

Overall, I’m feeling optimistic about the 
business climate. Commercial projects and 
development that seemed stuck in 2011 are 
moving forward and gaining steam in 2012. 
I’m happy to see Cedar Park and Leander 
showing signs of new life in the new year. 

Reader feedback

Construction to begin on new Cedar Park 
retail center in February  
www.impactnews.com

“The great news just keeps on getting better, with more 
consumer choice coming to Cedar Park. Thankfully, the 
no-growth naysayers don’t run Cedar Park like they do 
in Austin. To them, it shouldn’t have to be an either-or 
proposition when it comes to being open to both locally 
owned businesses and ‘chain stores.’ Good move, Cedar 
Park City Council, in granting the variance that allows 
this particular development to come to our community. Its 
location is hardly ‘sprawl,’ when that intersection already is 
zoned for retail.”

—Robert E. Lee

“Wow! ANOTHER mattress store and another boring 
sandwich shop. Yikes! So far, I don’t see a reason to stop 
in. I think this is what the city folk call “endless retail 
sprawl.” Hey, everybody has a right ... variety is the spice of 
life ... if you build it, they will come (you hope!), etc.”

—CoachRick

November employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.6%
Down from 7.1% in October

State unemployment—8.1%*, **
Down from 8.4% in October

National unemployment—8.6%*, **
Down from 9.0% in October

In the Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos area, the trade, 
transportation and utilities sector added 4,300 jobs; the 
government sector added 3,100 jobs; and the professional 
and business services sector lost 3,900 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

Traci Rodriguez
General manager

trodriguez@impactnews.com
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Cedar Park Offi ce!
All Appointments are FREE

Christian Non-Profi t 
Always Confi dential 

512-355-1305

Freedom from 
Addictions
Pornography · Alcohol · Smoking · Drugs · Lifestyles  
See Awesome Testimonies Online! 
One Miraculous Touch from 
Jesus Christ sets you Free!

· Addiction Destroys Lives
· Save Your Family · Love Again

800 Crystal Falls Parkway 
Building 1

Leander, TX 78641

KAREN SMELCER, CPA
972.978.3108

Karen@afairchildpc.comCorporate office:
Carrollton, TX
214.731.7664

www.afairchildpc.com

Each of the CPAs at 
AFairchild, PC has 
more than 20 years’ 
experience dealing with 
business and individual 
tax returns as well as 
accounting and auditing 
for businesses.

Corporate office:
Carrollton, TX
214.731.7664

TAX

ADVISORY

ACCOUNTING /  AUDIT

PAYROLL
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supplies. The store is located at  
310 E. New Hope Drive and is open 
Mon.–Thu. 10–6, Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sun. by appointment only. 259-2506

4  Leander’s first Jiffy Lube opened at 
1705 S. US 183 in December. The shop 
offers a variety of car maintenance and 
repair services, including oil changes, air 
conditioning and transmission service, 
and inspections and emissions tests. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 7 a.m.– 
6 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 259-2388,  
www.jiffylube.com

5  Great Clips Salon opened in the 
Avery Ranch Shopping Center at 10621 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 102, on Dec. 10. 
Les Norton and Diane Sinclair own the 
salon and also own another location in 
the Anderson Arbor Shoppes Plaza. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.– 
7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 218-0030,  
www.greatclips.com/salons/8807 

6  Couples Aaron and Amy Santos and 
David and Heather Tworoger opened 
Two Saints Baking Co. & Café in Old 
Town Leander at 106 W. Willis St. on 
Jan. 16. The eatery offers baked goods, 
sandwiches, soups, gourmet coffee and 
daily lunch specials. Open Mon.–Fri.  
6 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.  
260-5700. 

7  Laura Alexander brought Business 
Solutions Consultant to 10101 W. 
Parmer Lane, Austin, in December. The 
company provides project management, 
event planning, marketing, customer 
service, bookkeeping, team-building and 
special event services. BSC specializes in 
helping businesses do business with the 
government. 378-0099,  
www.businesssolutionsconsult.com

John Lopez became an independent 
consultant for Scentsy in November.  
Scentsy is a wickless alternative to scented 
candles, and Lopez’s business will serve 
Cedar Park, Leander and Round Rock.  
For information regarding Scentsy 
parties, fundraisers, fairs, shows, or to 

Now Open

1  Mehrdad “Mike” Bashiri and Ray 
Hassen opened the doors of their new tax 
preparation and bookkeeping business, 
Summit Tax & Financial Services 
on Jan. 2 at 2303 S. Bagdad Road, Ste. 
300 in Leander. The business offers 
financial services for both individuals 
and businesses. The business also offers 

discounts for public school employees and 
senior citizens age 65 and older. Seniors 
may request an appointment at their 
home as well. 259-1999,  
www.mysummittax.com

2  Gigi’s Cupcakes opened Dec. 17 at 
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. J-200, 
Cedar Park, in the 1890 Ranch Shopping 
Center. The bakery sells a variety of 

cupcakes, and customers may place 
orders online to pick up at the store. 
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 528-5164,  
www.gigiscupcakesusa.com,  
Twitter: @gigiscedarpark

3  Marilu and Zenen Rodriguez opened 
Creations Boutique in Cedar Park. 
The shop leases tablecloths, and sells 
formal wear, invitations and other festive 
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Name Brand & 
Designer Clothing 
and Accessories!

Monolo Blahnic! 
Coach Purses

& More!

600 S. Bell Blvd., #18 (Near Jardin Corona) 512.331.0767 
www.WhatWomenWantBoutique.com

Grand Opening Event 
Ladies Night!

Wednesday, Feb 1 
4 - 7pm

Visit our new boutique and enjoy 
complimentary “cupcake martinis,” 

treats and raffl e drawings.

Name Brand & 
Designer Clothing 
and Accessories!

Monolo Blahnic! Monolo Blahnic!
Coach PursesCoach Purses

& More!& More!

600 S. Bell Blvd., #18 (Near Jardin Corona) 512.331.076

Grand Opening Event 
Ladies Night!
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Wednesday, Feb 1 
4 - 7pm

Visit our new boutique and enjoy 
complimentary “cupcake martinis,” 
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“Magic The Gathering Dark Ascension” Pre-Release Event

Jan 28 & 29th at Noon   Release on February 3

Go to www.tenthplanetstore.com for location and hours.

506-8500Or like us on Facebook for information on store events and new releases!

Bringing You a Brand New World of Games and Comics!

1
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The Zdroj family accepts three full scholarships 
from Concordia University. The family lost its 
home in the September wildfires, but “Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition” built them a new one.

Owner Marci Ferguson, center, expanded Little 
Hugs Childcare in November. She cares for infants 
and children with director Laura Sanchez, left, and 
teacher Chelsea Lagerstrom, right.  

become a Scentsy consultant, visit the 
website.  965-7677, www.wicklessusa.com.

Coming Soon

8  National frozen yogurt chain Orange 
Leaf plans to open a location at 202 
Walton Way, Ste. 156, in Cedar Park. It is 
expected to open this spring.  
www.orangeleafyogurt.com,  
@myorangeleaf

9  A+ Federal Credit Union plans to 
open a new branch at 1604 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Cedar Park, across from the 1890 
Ranch Shopping Center. The branch will 
have four drive-thru lanes, a drive-thru 
ATM, video lending and teller pods. 
The branch is expected to open in the 
summer. www.aplusfcu.org

10  A new salon with independent 
stylists, aestheticians and massage 
therapists is slated to open in Cedar Park 
at the beginning of February. One of the 
managing partners of The Salons @ 1890 
Ranch, Julie Pearson, said each of the 
independent contractors will have his or 
her own suite in the facility at 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center, 1335 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. O Cedar Park. 221-3745, 
www.thesalonsat.com

11  Brothers Bill and Bob Wolesensky and 
their wives, Kris and Tyree, respectively, 
plan to open a store to sell beef jerky 
made from a recipe they brought to Texas 
from a small butcher shop in Nebraska. 
Mahlon’s MicroCrafted Beef Jerky, 
located at 11880 W. Old 2243, Ste. 207, in 
Leander, will sell four different varieties 
of beef jerky and is tentatively scheduled 
to open Feb. 1. 
www.mahlonsmicrocrafted.com

12  There will be a 7-eleven convenience 
store and gas station at the southeast 
corner of Bagdad Road and Crystal Falls 
Parkway in Leander. A representative for 
the chain said the new location is set to 
open in June. www.7-eleven.com

Expansions

13  Marci and Jake Ferguson expanded 
their in-home child care business to a 
space at 11701 W. Old 2243, Ste. B. Little 
Hugs Childcare accommodates children 
from birth and older, including after 
school care. The center is open Mon.–Fri. 
6:30 a.m.–7 p.m. 260-1000, 
www.littlehugschildcare.org

14  Rachel Smith plans to open a new 
location of Razmataz Salon in April at 
1625 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. A, in Cedar Park. 
The existing location in Georgetown has 
been open for seven-and-a-half years, 
offering cuts, color, extensions and 
straightening systems. 864-9829,  
www.razmatazsalon.com, @razmatazsalon

Closed

15 Simply Irresistible, 601 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 700, Cedar Park, in the Railyard 
Shopping Center, is now closed.  The shop 
sold upscale home decor, fine gifts and 
offered interior design services. 

In the News

16 Area children helped distribute close 
to 300 coats to other children Jan. 16 for 
an MLK Service Day Project organized by 
Damascus Road Christian Church. With 
the support of 19 other organizations, 
children handed out winter outerwear 
in keeping with the event’s theme, 
“Every child deserves to be warm,” at the 
Williamson County Annex at  
350 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 204, Cedar Park. 

Concordia University presented three 
full tuition scholarships to the children of 
the Zdroj family of Smithville, who lost 
their home in the September wildfires. 
The university presented the check at 
the “Extreme Makeover: Home Edition” 
press conference on Dec. 15, held after 
volunteers—150 of whom were from 
Concordia—and the ABC reality program 
built the family a new home.  
www.concordia.edu

Gigi’s Cupcakes opened Dec. 17 in the 1890 Ranch Shopping Center, and sells gourmet treats, such as 
the Red Velvet cupcakes (above).

News or questions about Cedar or Leander? 
e-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

2

Compiled by Macy Hurwitz
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The City of Leander’s first Jiffy Lube opened in 
mid-December near the corner of Crystal Falls 
Parkway and US 183.
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Co-owner of Creations Boutique Marilu Rodriguez 
helps customers find formal wear and accessories 
for any occasion. 
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Treasure Your
Romance at
Takara for1890 Ranch Shopping Center

happy hour 4-7pm monday - friday 1335 e whitestone    cedar park    512.528.5449    takaraonline.com

Now open!
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Cedar Park
601 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Ste. 226 | 512-259-3338

www.AustinFeet.com

Georgetown
1103 Rivery Blvd. | Ste. 255 | 512-930-0707

Round Rock
Forest Creek Medical Center | 4112 Links Lane 
Ste. 204 | 512-259-3338

Specializing in All Aspects of Surgical and Non-Surgical Foot Care

Wayne A Hurst, DPM, FAFCAS
Shine John, DPM, AAFCAS

Personalized Foot Care

SetonHeart.com

The Seton Heart Institute is the newest member of the most 
advanced academic health care network in Central Texas. 
As part of the Seton Healthcare Family, our cardiologists will share in the educational

partnership with UT Southwestern Medical Center, one of the top medical schools

in the nation, and scientists and professors at UT Austin to bring innovative clinical

research and the most advanced techniques and treatments to Central Texas.

L E A D E R S  A T  H E A R T

Now Open in Cedar Park!
In collaboration with Austin Regional Clinic, Seton Heart Institute is providing 
cardiology services at ARC Cedar Park Medical Plaza. For appointments, 
please call (512) 324-2705.

ARC Cedar Park Medical Plaza | 1401 Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Suite 220 | Cedar Park, TX 78613

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru: Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $3,699 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $149, Final pymt / residual 
= $12,628. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,551. Stk# Z6423.  2-Volvo:  Lease o� er with approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease on 2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD, $3,293 + TT&L due at 
inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $18,662. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $32,175. Stock# V3658. †With approved credit through US 
Bank in lieu of other o� ers, $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan 
excludes tires. ©2011 Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark and “Volvo. for life” are registered trademarks of Volvo. Always remember to wear your seat belt. Pictures for illustration only. volvocars.us. O� ers may 
include Volvo Allowance. Advertised � nancing may vary, excludes fees and is available to quali� ed customers. Please visit www.rogerbeasleyvolvo.com for details. O� ers end 1-31-12.  3-Audi: Closed-end leases o� ered 
to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,475. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,083 
due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,331.75. 36 monthly payments of $389.Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee 
responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 2-8-12.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

202

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan
Premium CVT

$149mo 1

2yr/24k free maintenance

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro

$389 mo3

1st payment paid by Audi

Uncover this exclusive offer
GTFCU has an exclusive member’s only offer!  

No Payment for 90 days
Auto Loan Rates as low as 2.99% APR*

$100 Cash 

*APR= Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions do apply. Visit the credit union online for full details. 

1600 N. Bell Blvd.
(512) 458-2558 ext. 1002
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Feb. 19 
By Emilie Boenig

three of the most sought-after Rat Pack tribute singers in america share the sound, look 
and camaraderie of entertainers Frank Sinatra, dean Martin and Sammy davis Jr. for one 
afternoon in Leander. the crooners have toured the country with shows in Las Vegas, Lake 
tahoe and atlantic City. they perform classic favorites such as “Come Fly With Me,” “that’s 
amore,” “Mr. Bojangles” and more. 

the Leander High School Band will open the concert with a musical introduction. 

3 p.m. • $25–$30, group discounts available • Leander High School Performing arts Center, 
3301 S. Bagdad Road., Leander • 800-585-3737 • www.startickets.com  
president@leanderband.com
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A Rat Pack tribute trio performs classic crooner hits from the past. All proceeds benefit the award-
winning Leander High School Band and its programs. 

Rat Pack tribute show to benefit high school band January 

27–29 AMA Arenacross Series

Competitors race motorbikes on a course with 
technical obstacles, jockeying for spots in 
two of the american Motorcycle association’s 
arenacross classes. • Fri.–Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 
10 a.m. • $10–$25 • Cedar Park Center,  
2100 avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park  
600-5001 • www.cedarparkcenter.com 

28 Coffee with the LISD board 
Members of the Leander independent School 
district board of trustees offer parents and 
community members an opportunity to 
discuss school-related issues in an informal 
setting. • 10–11:30 a.m. • Free • deer Creek 
elementary School, 2420 Zeppelin drive, 
Cedar Park • 570-0000 • www.leanderisd.org

Small business showcase
Local vendors such as Body by Vi, Mary Kay, 
Scentsy, a touch of Paradise Massage, Rae’s 
Candy and more are set up for attendees to 
browse and discover new small businesses 
to patronize. • 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • Riviera 
Clubhouse, 2400 e. Riviera drive, Cedar Park 
736-0215 

February 
1 International Bowl 2012
the world’s best high school–age football 
players compete in this annual competition 
pitting team USa against the world team.  
7 p.m. • $10–$15 • the Kelly Reeves athletic 
Complex, 10211 W. Parmer Lane, austin  
www.internationalbowl2012-zvents.
eventbrite.com

1, 4, 10, 14
Cupid’s 
Classroom 
sewing 
workshops
this workshop 
shows children age 
5 and older how to 
make hand-sewn 
Valentine’s day 
gifts, including 
hair accessories, 
a mini purse 

and Valentine’s cards. • two-hour classes 
are offered in the morning and evening on 
selected dates. • $25 • Sew Something, 11880 
W. old 2243, Ste. 200, Leander • 694-5912  
www.sew-something.com 

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/lcp-calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Emilie Boenig
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6–8 LEGO Engineering Camp
Children ages 5–12 learn to build structurally 
sound models with LeGo blocks during 
the LiSd holiday. • 9 a.m.–noon (ages 5–7), 
1–4 p.m. (ages 8–12) • $90 • Leander Public 
Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, Leander  
528-9909 • www.leandertx.gov

8 Travel Talk lecture series 
the Leander Public Library hosts the first 
lecture in a series about travel, which covers 
topics such as when and how to obtain a 
passport, accessible travel options and use of 
travel agents. • 7 p.m. • Free • Leander Public 
Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, Leander 
259-5259 • www.leander.lib.tx.us

10–11 Valentine’s Overnighter
Children ages 5–13 can spend the night 
participating in their favorite summer camp 
activities while parents have an evening to 
themselves. Food, games and crafts are 
provided. • 6:30 p.m.–10 a.m. • $45  
(Y members), $55 (nonmembers) • twin Lakes 
YMCa, 204 e. Little elm trail, Cedar Park  
250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

11 Parent-child Valentine’s Day dance    
Celebrate Valentine’s day with an italian 
dinner, photo keepsake, prize raffle and dance 
with the kids. • 6–9 p.m. • $10 (Y members), 
$15 (nonmembers) • twin Lakes YMCa,  
204 e. Little elm trail, Cedar Park • 250-9622  
www.ymcagwc.org

Sweetheart Special
Celebrate Valentine’s day with wine tasting 
from Pilot Knob Winery and hor d’oeuvres 
from Kerbey Lane aboard the Sweetheart 
Special. • 7 p.m. • $50–$75 • austin Steam 
train boarding platform, 401 e. Whitestone 
Blvd., Cedar Park • 477-8468   
www.austinsteamtrain.org

Sweetheart Story Time
Preschool-age children and parents are invited 
to enjoy a Valentine’s day–themed story time 
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accompanied by snacks and crafts. 
10–11 a.m. • Free • Cedar Park Public Library, 
550 discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600  
www.cedarparktx.us/library

Chili cookoff

the Humane Society of Williamson County 
hosts the third annual chili cookoff fundraising 
event. Prizes are awarded for best three chilis. 
Noon–3 p.m. • $35 (registration), $10 (judge) 
Humane Society of Williamson County, 10930 
e. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 534-8993 
www.hswc.net/chilicookoff

12 Leander Presbyterian Church 
celebrates 155th anniversary
Celebrate 155 years of worship with Leander 
Presbyterian Church. • 11 a.m. worship, 
lunch to follow • Free • Leander Presbyterian 
Church, 101 N. West Street, Leander 
267-1210 • www.leanderpres.org

17 ‘Call of Duty’ teen gaming night
teens ages 12–19 can play the video game 
“Call of duty” for a prize. • 5–9 p.m. • Free 
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, 
Leander • 259-5259 • www.leander.lib.tx.us

23 Winter Jam Tour Spectacular 2012 
Grammy award–nominated band Newsong 
hosts Christian music’s largest annual tour, 
including Skillet, Sanctus Real, Peter Furler, 
Building 429 and more. • 7 p.m. • $10 plus 
parking • Cedar Park Center, 2100 avenue of 
the Stars, Cedar Park • 600-5001  
www.cedarparkcenter.com 

Cheers for Children

the Northwest austin Circle of Friends 
presents its 13th annual Mardi Gras–themed 
wine and food tasting event benefiting dell 
Children’s Medical Center, featuring premier 

wines, single-malt scotches, local cuisine, a 
silent auction and jazz for adults 21 and older. 
6:30–9 p.m. • $55 (in advance), $65 (at the 
door) • twin Creeks Country Club, 3201 twin 
Creeks Club drive, Cedar Park • 922-2231  
www.dellchildrenscircleoffriends.org  
eweir@austin.rr.com

 Worth the Trip 
Bill Engvall Celebrity 
Bowling Tournament 
Join the United 
Way of Williamson 
County in presenting 
$10,000 to one local 
nonprofit in honor of 
Bill’s sister, former 
Georgetown area 
United Way executive 
director Janet engvall 
Mctigue. Guests 

watch celebrities bowl. • 7–10:30 p.m. • $50 
(spectator pass), $400 (teams), $250–$5,000 
(sponsorship) • Mel’s Lone Star Lanes, 1010 
N. austin ave., Georgetown • 255-6799  
www.unitedway-wc.org



8 | THE JANUARY ISSUE | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.

FOR A LIFETIME. 

CONVENIENCE TODAY. 

CARE

When it comes to experienced and compassionate OB/GYNs,  
John Thoppil, M.D., is here for you. Dr. Thoppil provides care for 
women at every stage of life. His goal is to provide quality care 
for patients with individualized attention and education to help 
them make informed decisions. He continues to see patients 
in Cedar Park and has now added weekly hours at Family First 
Healthcare, located at 651 N. U.S. Hwy. 183, Ste. 110, in Leander. 
To schedule an appointment, please call 512-528-7385. 

John Thoppil, M.D.
OB/GYN

Now seeing  
patients in  
Leander

59695_CEDA_Thop_4_9167x6_04c.indd   1 1/17/12   10:47 AM

Does your 
preschooler 
love to 

read?

Ours do.

Join us for an Open House!
Saturday, February 4 9 a.m.–Noon 
Tuesday, February 7 9 a.m.–6 p.m 
Thursday, February 16 9 a.m.–6 p.m.

Because You Know the Value of Education
An independent private school offering preschool through eighth grade 

ChallengerSchool.com© 2012, Barbara B. Baker

15101 Avery Ranch Boulevard  •  (512) 341-8000



impactnews.com • January 2012 | THE JANUARY ISSUE | 9

Big box
Continued from | 1

as surrounding areas in Round Rock and 
Avery Ranch. 

About half of the merchandise Costco 
sells is nontaxable, but even that is enough 
to generate a sizable amount of sales tax 
revenue for the City of Cedar Park.

“If you look at the average sales of a 
Costco, their average annual sales are about 
$130 million. So, if you say just 50 per-
cent is taxable, $65 million is still taxable. 
At 2 cents [sales tax], that’s a nice revenue 
stream for the city and then you add on the 
property tax to that,” Brewer said.

Tim Redwine, owner of Austin Floor 
Store on RM 1431 near the future site of 
Costco, said he thinks it will draw traffic to 
the area and be a positive force for Cedar 
Park businesses.

“More people will come out here and 
see the store,” George Poe said, owner of 
Cedar Park Jewelry. His store, located at 
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 112, is near 
the future site of Costco. “Since I advertise 
everywhere, people will see the store, and 
then they will know where we are.”

Another effect the two big boxes will have 
on the area is that these developments beget 
more development. Brewer said because of 
that, those retailers are referred to as “bell 
cows” in the economic development indus-
try.

“They tend to generate a lot more in an 

indirect manner than just what the direct 
impact that a big box has because of all of 
the smaller retailers that tend to follow and 
locate adjacent to them,” Brewer said.

Big boxes to come
Wal-Mart will build a 150,000-square-

foot Supercenter that will be staffed with 
300 employees. Brewer said he had been 
in contact with a representative for sev-
eral years, and he knew Cedar Park was 
on Wal-Mart’s radar, but the retailer never 
sent anyone through City Hall. Sometimes 
larger retail companies do not require 
much courtship from cities to come to 
town.

“They’re going to look at within a cer-
tain radius how many people there are, 
what the median income is in that area and 
things of that nature to determine whether 
or not it would be viable with them,” said 
Jesse Tron, a representative for the Inter-
national Council of Shopping Centers. 
“They would also take into consideration 
the site, center or property they’re looking 
at, how easily accessible it is and other fac-
tors as well.”

Sometimes, however, a city spends years 
meeting with large retailers before a proj-
ect gets off the ground. Brewer said Cedar 
Park had been meeting with Costco for 
four years before the deal to build a store in 
Town Center was solidified. He said at first, 
Costco had been concerned that locating a 
store in Cedar Park would cannibalize the 

location near the Arboretum on US 183.
“By them coming up this way, I think 

once again, it shows that our market 
has grown enough in WilCo to support 
that Costco and not have a very negative 
impact on their US 183 store in Austin,” 
Brewer said.

Costco will build a 150,000-square-foot 
store in the Town Center development 
and staff 300 to 400 full- and part-
time employees. The store will have 
a four-island fueling station, in 
addition to the wholesale-priced 
groceries, electronics, clothing 
and household goods available to 
its members, who pay an annual 
membership fee.

“We think that it’s a great 
Costco customer base up there. We 
look for high-end members, and you’ve 
got solid incomes in the Cedar Park area,” 
said Dave Messner, Costco vice president of 
real estate. 

City involvement?
Wal-Mart has not announced a pro-

jected completion date for its new Cedar 
Park store. It announced it will open stores 
in Manor and Elgin in early fall 2013 and 
late summer 2013, respectively. Brewer 
said Costco and the city are meeting to 
determine what kind of economic incen-
tive package the city would be willing to 
offer.

“We’ve been asked to help out on that 

project. We’re running some models right 
now to see what the level of participation 
that could possibly be offered on that proj-
ect,” Brewer said.

Shopping center 
employment: 

27,126

Other sector 
employment:

368,467

Shopping centers

Source: International Council of Shopping Centers

Numbers from Cedar Park and Leander’s 
Congressional District 31, as broken down by 
the International Council of Shopping Centers.

Comment at impactnews.com

Percent employed 
by shopping centers 

versus total:  

6.86%

GOLF PROVIDED BYGOLF PROVIDED BY

Visit the Golf Marathon Fan Page by 
scanning the QR code or visiting Facebook.com/

Children-At-Heart-Golf-Marathon; “Like” for a 
chance to win golf for four at Star Ranch.

On April 23, caring golfers of 
all ages will play 100 holes–in 
a single day. Every hole they 
complete will benefi t children 
and families served by Children 
At Heart Ministries through 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home 
and STARRY.

To learn even more, visit ChildrenAtHeartMinistries.org/GolfMarathon 
or call Amanda Keeter at (512) 246-4286.

Win 
Free 
Golf

Rates as 
low as

$44.99

MOTEL 6 CEDAR PARK AMMENITIES:
Free expanded cable • Guest laundry • Free morning coffee and local calls

Free WiFi • Indoor pool • Pets welcome • Kids under 18 stay free*
Extended stay suites with kitchenettes available

                *when accompanied by a parent

MOTEL 6 CEDAR PARK
800 Arrow Point Dr.  Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.3233  
www.motel6cedarpark.com
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301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

»
»
»
»

»
»

Avery Ranch Dental    
www.AveryRanchDental.com

Excellence in Cosmetic and General Dentistry

512-246-7645
Dr. Elizabeth Lowery

Accredited by theFree Cosmetic
Consultation!

When it matters the most,
Trust your smile 
to the very best...
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Leander
Continued from | 1

Average annual jobless counts in Leander 
are consistently lower than national and county rates.

Applebee’s job or a McDonald’s job, a pri-
mary employer job—it affords them the 
benefits and the disposable income to buy 
houses, to purchase groceries, to buy cars, 
things like that,” he said. “It also keeps them 
here. They live, work, play, learn, shop and 
stay in Leander, Texas.”

A roller-coaster history
A review of the Leander economy over 

the last 12 years is akin to a tale of two  
cities.

Leander construction values soared 
between 2000 and 2006, along with sales 
tax receipts, water permits issued and other 
economic indicators. But that growth either 
dramatically slowed or reversed as signs of 
recession crept into the city, particularly 
over the last two years.

Clennan said despite Leander’s recent 
roller-coaster history, the economy seems 
to be on a gradual uptick.

“The average growth rate for Lean-
der over a 12–year period of time is  
10.25 percent, which is pretty mind-
boggling regardless of the past two years. 
That’s a staggering number considering the 
unpredictable nature of what’s going on,” 
he said. “There was a time I sort of bought 
into the myth that Texas is untouchable; 
no, we’re not. It takes longer for us to be 
affected because we are so diverse now, but 
it’s a global economy.”

The front lines
Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce 

President Mary Bradshaw visits new busi-
nesses and said many have opened and 
closed in Leander in the last five years. She 
said the local economy didn’t feel a reces-
sion until 2010, when real estate agents 
began dropping their chamber member-
ships, followed by local shops and restau-
rants.

“We started seeing more of [the local 
shops] closing but not a huge amount. We’re 
still getting new things, too, so it hasn’t felt 
terrible, but we have had some close,” she 
said. “I think they’re still feeling like they 
are in the depths. I don’t think anybody is 
totally optimistic. I think everybody is just 
holding their breath and waiting.”

Some Leander businesses can not afford 
to wait. Melissa Van Baast, owner of Gor-
geous Nails and Demi Spa, which opened 
in July, said she tried enticing new patrons 
with coupons, deals and advertising. But 
like at many locally owned businesses, 
nothing seems to work, and she is consid-
ering selling her salon. 

“The clients we have love us and have 
been fiercely loyal, and we are so grateful 
for that,” she said. “But we really need more 
of them, a lot more.”

Cause and effect
Unemployment and economic unease 

could explain signs of stagnant local 
money flow. Leander foreclosures were at 

an all-time high with 151 in 2011, com-
pared to 132 foreclosures in 2010 and 105 
in 2009. Average unemployment in 2011 
topped 5.8 percent, the highest in more 
than a decade but still the lowest of any city 
in Williamson County, according to the 
Texas Workforce Commission.

Sherry McDonnell, executive director 
of Hill Country Community Ministries, 
which supplies needy families with food and 
clothing, said the number of families seek-
ing assistance increased 24 percent since 
2009. Last year, the nonprofit distributed  
more than 450,000 lbs. of food to 4,951 
families, most of whom live in the greater 

Leander area.
“Between 40 and 50 percent of those 

people come to us because of unemploy-
ment,” she said. “I don’t see a decrease at 
this point in the need for our services.”

Moving forward
City Council will convene in February 

to consider Clennan’s recommendation to 
refocus on recruiting primary employers. 

At least six new businesses planned to 
opening in Leander in early 2012.

Source: Texas Workforce Commission
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Before After

Finally!
An affordable 
patented 
procedure is now 
available to treat 
toenail fungus.
SAFELY AND 
EFFECTIVELY

Precision Podiatry is 

proud to offer the use of 

the Q Clear Laser. This 

patented laser is a specially 

designed medical device 

which shines a laser light 

beam through the nail and 

vaporize the germs in and 

under the nail plate that 

causes nail fungus. 

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE 

CONSULTATION TODAY.

Jeffrey Cohen, DPM, FACFAS | Brenda Cohen, DPM 
Jon Smedley, DPM, FACFAS

Precision Podiatry

CEDAR PARK
1103 Cypress Creek, 

Ste. 101
512.336.2300

ROUND ROCK
7200 Wyoming Springs, 

Ste. 1150
512.255.0125

www.PrecisionPodiatry.com

Q Clear Laser

$295Starting at

Austin & Bytes
For All Your Computer Service & Repair Needs!

512-553-6086 • www.APandB.com

» Desktop and laptop repair
» Custom built PC’s
» Networking
» Spyware and virus removal
» Data-backup
» Upgrades & Set-up

Available
7 Days/Week!

Call for availability.
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FAMILY OWNED – FRIENDLY SERVICE - LOWEST PRICES - SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

LAKELINE MALL
(512) 996-9304

BARTON CREEK 
(512) 732-0037

 50%
O

F
C

WOMEN’S & MEN’S

S S. W  .

Discount Code: ANY25 

512.733.9400512.733.9400

•  Physician always on site to treat 
patients. 

•  Online check-in now available!
•  On site x-ray for prompt evaluation 

of  possible sprains and breaks.
•  Extended hours work with YOUR  

schedule.

Ph i i ll itit t t t

Health care when    
                 YOU need it!

ASK US HOW YOU CAN SAVE MONEY AT OUR OFFICE ON 
PRESCRIPTIONS & MUCH MORE WITH THE CARE SAVINGS CARD

MON-SAT 8A-8P  • SUN 9A-5P
10625 W PARMER LN., SUITE D400

www.austinurgentcare.com
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Chaplain Joe Bob Ellison of the Cedar Park Police Department leads the invocation at the dedication of the Cedar Park 
Veterans Memorial on Nov. 12. More than 500 people attended the event, which honored service members of all the 
branches of the military. The memorial is located in Cedar Park Veterans Memorial Park. 

A skateboarder takes advantage of the skate 
park at Brushy Creek Sports Park. The skate 
park, Cedar Park’s first, opened June 26.

The Cedar Park Center underwent a facelift to host the 
Cedar Park Rodeo in July. The organizers brought in 50 
truckloads of dirt to cover the center’s floors.

Representatives from J Jacobs Construction, the Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce, Cedar 
Park City Council and the City of Cedar Park turn dirt at the groundbreaking for the Tolteq 
manufacturing facility on March 4. Tolteq makes equipment for the oil and gas industry. 
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The Williamson County Courthouse on the Square celebrated its cen-
tennial in 2011 and was lit up for the holiday season at the Lighting 
of the Square on Nov. 25.

Allen Hurt & The Mountain Showmen play the Suddenlink Bluegrass 
Festival at Robin Bledsoe Park in Leander on Sept. 24. The annual 
celebration of the American music genre attracts international talent.
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Trust the care of your skin to the 
providers at Lone Star Dermatology. 
Combining specialized training with 
advanced treatments to care for you 
and your family. From skin cancer 
prevention, detection and treatment to 
the latest advances in acne, eczema, 
psoriasis and skin surgery, Lone Star 
Dermatology is here to serve you.

S P E C I A L I Z E D  S K I N  C A R E  F O R  T H E  FA M I L Y

Cedar Park, project’s partners still committed to waterpark

Officials: Schlitterbahn project 
still looking for financing

By Macy Hurwitz
Cedar Park officials say though nego-

tiations are ongoing, the park will cer-
tainly miss the summer 2012 opening 
deadline laid out in an economic devel-
opment agreement between the city and 
a proposed Schlitterbahn water park’s 
partners.

In December 2010, Rick Redmond, a 
partner in the development, said bank 

loan regulations had made securing a 
loan for the project more difficult than 
anticipated and made the project more 
risky for the developers. He also said the 
first phase—the phase that includes the 
water park that was originally projected 
to open in May 2012—could be closer to 
$45 million than the $75 million devel-
opers presented to the city. 

Cedar Park Economic Development 

Director Phil Brewer said there are still 
active discussions going on between the 
city and the partners in the water park 
development.

“All I can say now is it’s a work in 
progress,” Brewer said. “I continue to 
speak regularly with our partners, and 
I think the majority of us are ready to 
move on this project as well as Schlit-
terbahn, and it continues to be the 
financing piece that is a struggle to put 
in place.”

The original economic development 
agreement between the partners in 
the water park and the city is worth 
$6 million in incentives to improve 
city infrastructure near the planned 
site at Parmer Lane and RM 1431. The 

agreement required the first phase of 
the project be completed by May 2012, 
phases 2 and 3 were to be started in 
May 2012 and the final phase was to 
be under way no more than 48 months 
after the completion of phases 2 and 3.

Brewer said there is a new goal of 
May 2013 for phase 1, but as time passes 
without a new agreement, the window 
gets smaller and smaller.

“We’re going to end up amending or 
renegotiating that agreement whether it 
expires or not. If we’ve got movement in 
January, we could be renegotiating that 
agreement before it expires,” he said.

Additional reporting by Victor O’Brien

Comment at impactnews.com

the drought Water intake 
Contingency Project Phase a 
is under way—an underwater 
pipeline that will connect to a 
floating intake barge in Phase B 
of the project. Contractor excel 
Construction engineered the 
method, where seven 200- to 
900-foot sections of pipe—3.7 
inches thick and 42 inches in 
diameter—are constructed on 
dry land. each segment has 
8,000-pound ballasts placed 
every 20 feet along the length 

of the pipe. the ends of the 
sections are capped, and since 
there is air trapped inside the 
pipe segments, these sections 
float. When the sections are all 
ready, a crane will pick up the 
pipe sections and bolt them 
together. then the connected 
pipe will be taken to its desired 
location, the ends will be 
opened, water will flush out the 
air and the pipeline will sink to the  
river bottom.

Constructing the pipeline

TCEQ action buys Leander, Cedar Park time for project

Bringing water to the people

By Macy Hurwitz
November and Decem-

ber’s rainfall has done little to 
raise the level of Lake Travis, 
the main source of water for 
residents of Cedar Park and 
Leander. However, the rain 
has allowed the cities to push 
back parts of the cities’ shared 
Drought Water Intake Contin-
gency Project. 

The Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality also 
approved changes to the Lower 
Colorado River Authority’s 
water management plan. The 
changes allow the authority to 
cut off water to rice farmers 
downriver if lakes Buchanan 
and Travis drop below 850,000 
acre-feet of water, which trans-
lates to approximately 634,000 
acre-feet for Lake Travis.

To ensure Cedar Park and 
Leander are able to draw the 
water the cities need, the cit-
ies have teamed up to build 
an underwater pipeline that 

SANDY CREEK MARINA

1 2

5

4

3

will move their raw water 
intakes—currently at 620 feet 
above mean sea level—deeper 
in Lake Travis to the Colorado 
Riverbed. 

“That action has already 
allowed us to extend the com-
pletion of the deadline of what 
was March to April. How-
ever, the most recent LCRA 
lake level projections released 
just (several) weeks ago, the 
December projections, still 
show a possibility of the lake 
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Two portions of the pipeline float in a cove, waiting to be connected and sunk 
to the bottom.

1   Leander’s raw water intake 
barge

2   Cedar Park’s raw water 
intake barge

3   Phase A of the plan would 
put an intake pipe in 
deeper water

4   Jonestown Water Supply 
Corp. raw water intake 
barge

5   Phase B of the plan would 
install a temporary intake 
barge if the lake levels 
dropped below 620 feet.

Pipe

            NorthLake Hills Dr.

Lime Creek Rd.

levels dropping to the point 
that LCRA would trigger the 
mandatory pro rata curtail-
ment this summer,” said Sam 
Roberts, Cedar Park assistant 
city manager.

Mandatory pro rata cur-
tailment would mean LCRA’s 
firm water customers, such 
as municipalities, would be 
required to reduce water 
usage by 20 percent, and there 
would be stiff penalties for  
noncompliance.

Source: City of Cedar Park
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City awaits results of 2010 
population count resolution

Cedar Park census challenge 

By Emilie Boenig
The City of Cedar Park is waiting for 

the U.S. Census Bureau to respond to city 
officials’ claim that the 2010 census mis-
counted the city’s population.

The 2010 census counted 48,937 Cedar 
Park residents, about 5,000 fewer than 
internal tallies conducted by the city the 
same year. Last spring, the Cedar Park 
City Council directed staff to apply for a 
Census Count Resolution. That challenge 
was accepted by the Census Bureau on  
Aug. 2, 2011, but its status is still pending, 
said Rawls Howard, director of planning 
and development services. 

Howard said the Census Bureau did not 
count homes included in the city’s maps. 

“If you take those small discrepancies in 
these small geographic areas and multiply 
them exponentially over the entire city, 
that comes up to thousands of folks as far 
as a discrepancy is concerned, and that’s 
what we submitted to the census,” he said. 

 The Cenus Bureau lists Cedar Park as 
one of 108 municipalities challenging the 

Despite recent hiccups, F1’s schedule of completion still on track

By Andrea Leptinsky
Work is still ongoing despite a tem-

porary halt in construction last fall 
after a dispute between Formula 1, Cir-
cuit of The Americas and the State of 
Texas regarding the race’s confirmed 
contract to come to Austin and the 
funding it will receive from the state.

“We have not paid out any money 
for the Formula 1 event,” State Comp-
troller Susan Combs said in the fall. 
“The only dollars that can be spent on 
the United States Grand Prix are tax 
revenues attributable to the successful 

running of a race. The State of Texas 
will not be paying any funds in 
advance of the event. Further, as is the 
case with all (projects in line for spe-
cial state funds), each application will 
be reviewed and analyzed for its likely 
economic impact, and only after the 
race occurs would any funds be dis-
bursed.”

The project resumed in early Decem-
ber after the contract was confirmed. 
The site in Del Valle is now on its way 
toward completion, with hundreds 
of builders working daily to create 

integral pieces of the raceway, includ-
ing the pit and grandstand areas.

The site will host its first F1 race 
Nov. 18, when thousands of visitors 
are expected to travel to Austin for 
the inaugural event. While the grand-
stands hold 13,000 people, about 
120,000 people are expected to attend 
November’s event. An even larger 
number is the economic impact on 
Austin as a result of the racetrack’s 
development—$4.5 million in city 
revenue in 2012 alone.
 “We have a substantial number of 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

The U.S. Census Bureau releases population 
estimates July 1 of each year. The estimates 
from 2001–09 are calculated by taking 
the most recent census count (2000) and 
factoring in birth and death rates and 
migration for that area.

ANNUAl POPUlATION ESTIMATES 
for Cedar Park
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official 2010 population count for their 
jurisdictions. Of those, 94 are still pend-
ing, according to the Census Bureau.

Howard said he believes Cedar Park’s 
early submission puts the challenge 
request toward the top of the list.

“They were listing out who submitted 
and so forth, and we were easily in the 
first bunch of handfuls that were listed,” 
he said. “Our understanding of working 
with the Census [Bureau] is they put you 
in a queue, and they queue you up, and 
it’s sort of like a first-come, first-serve 
basis.”

There is no timeline on a response from 
the Census Bureau, which will review 
the maps, aerial photos and other docu-
mentation sent by the city before mak-
ing a decision. A population greater than 
50,000 is a benchmark for a city, said Phil 
Brewer, Cedar Park economic develop-
ment director.

“There are a lot of retail businesses and 
restuarants that typically base their loca-
tions on population, per-capita income 
and disposable incomes,” Brewer said. “So 
for a long time, that 50,000 has been the 
jumping off point for some restaurants.”

Comment at impactnews.com

Construction is under way at the Circuit of The Americas Formula 1 racetrack in Southeast Travis County, officials say
fans who have expressed interest in
buying tickets and hospitality, so today 
is a win for all of them as much as it is 
for Circuit of The Americas,” said Steve 
Sexton, president of Circuit of The 
Americas. “We encourage everyone to 
visit our website and register for infor-
mation. Registered fans will receive 
the first communication regarding 
ticket sales plans. In a matter of weeks 
we will have more exciting news as 
we unveil our full calendar of world- 
class events.”

Accepting new patients 

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home
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• Highest level 
of Montessori 
accreditation worldwide

• Oldest family of Montessori 
schools in Greater North 
Austin

• Decades of family and staff 
experience in education, with 
highly accredited teachers

• Advanced socio-academic, 
character and sensory-motor 
development

• Highly specialized and fun 
learning environments

• Individualized lesson focus 
and variety of group activities

• Peaceful, secure and 
spacious facilities

• Multiple after-school and 
unique enrichment programs

OOPEN YYEAAARR RROUUNDD 
MOON. - FFRI..  

77:000 A.MM. --- 66:000 P.MM.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori
512.260.2261

1220 Cottonwood Creek Trail (CR185)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

wwww.sapieentiamontessori.com

Cedar Park Montessori
512.259.8495

400 E. Whitestone Blvd (FM1431)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

wwww.cedarparkmontessori.com

Hi h t l l

Toddler, Pre-K, 
Private Elementary (K – 6th grade)

Now enrolling ages 18 months – 12 years 
for 2011-13 academic years

Your child could be ready for advanced and gifted 
grade-level courses by Kindergarten!

In previous issues, Community 
Impact Newspaper told readers 
about businesses that were new, 
coming soon, expanding and more. 
This month, we revisit a few. 

Aubry Klingler (left) watches as teacher Joseph 
Fiacco demonstrates a painting technique. 
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The Studio

The Studio
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 501
Cedar Park
259-0303 • www.fiaccoart.com
Mon.–Fri. noon–7:30 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

183

183A
TOLL

1431

Whitestone Blvd.

discovery B

lvd
.

Quest 
Pkwy.

The Studio serves novice and experi-
enced artists one brushstroke at a time. 

“The way I work with my students 
is by doing a painting next to them,” 
Director Joseph Fiacco said.

Instructors at the co-op art studio 
offer lessons to students age 4 and 
older in charcoal, animation, painting, 
sculpture, sewing and other media, as 
well as art birthday parties. 

“Art is a good outlet for kids and a 
good source of confidence for them,” 
teacher Jessica Padgett said. “We offer a 
free introductory lesson, so anyone can 
sign up and see if it’s for them.”

Mattress Made Easy in Leander cele-
brated its first anniversary Jan. 24, and 
the store has already expanded beyond 
its original scope. Owners Michele 
Chambers and Robert Boudreaux said 
they have added some key items to the 
store’s inventory.

The store now carries mattresses, 
headboards, footboards, mattress pro-
tectors, pillows and sheets. The store 
also became authorized by Sealy to sell 
SBU merchandise, which is new mer-
chandise that retailers were unable to 
sell as brand new because of damaged 
packaging or something similar.

“Traffic’s been steady. We’d like 
to see more traffic—especially from 
Cedar Park and south of here—but 
not too bad. We’ve been really happy,” 
Bourdreaux said.

Mattress Made Easy

Mattress Made Easy
11880 W. Old 2243, Ste. 104, Leander
649-1364
www.txbed.com
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Michele Chambers and Robert Boudreaux 
opened Mattress Made Easy in January 2011.
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O’Leander Café
1395 S. US 183, Ste. 140, Leander
259-3388 • www.oleandercafetx.com
Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.–2 p.m.
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Owner Loretta Warner said she is excited that 
O’Leander Café now serves breakfast. 

O’Leander Café has cooked up 
gourmet burgers, chicken fried steak, 
unique pasta dishes and pies since 
2005. After a seven-month hiatus, the 
cafe reopened in December 2010 at the 
new location on South US 183. 

“We wanted a place where people 
can come meet their friends, where 
they know the owners,” owner Loretta 

O’Leander Café Warner said. “We wanted a big family 
of people who like good food, and that’s 
what we are: the O’Leander family.”

Now open for breakfast, Warren 
said the café serves the same food 
she learned to cook when her parents 
owned a restaurant. 

“Most of the recipes are my parents’ 
recipes, and that’s how it should be,” 
she said.  
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Sonny dr.

Sheila dr.

Crystal

Falls Pkwy.

$6.99 Haircut
Offer expires 2/3/2012

$7.99 Haircut
Offer expires 2/24/2012

Good at the following locations:

Avery Ranch Plaza - NEW
10620 W. Parmer Ln.
512-218-0030
(Next to Jack Brown Cleaners)

Anderson Arbor Shoppes
13435 US Hwy 183 N
512-401-2437
(Behind Walgreens)

Cypress Bend
2051 Cypress Creek Rd.
512-401-2547
(Across from Cedar Park High School)

Plaza Volente
11521 North FM 620
512-250-5131
(NExt to HEB Plus)

Leander Shopping Center
1395 Highway 183
512-260-7294
(Crystal Falls & Hwy 183, in 
front of Lowe’s and Kohl’s)
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If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd luxury, excitement, independence, 
security, and convenience all in a place that you can call home, look no further. 

 • No entrance fee & no  
 lease!
 • Weekly Housekeeping
 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank/ Gift  

 shop
 • 24-hour Conceirge

 • Library
 • Theater
 • Scheduled Transportation
 • Personal Emergency   

 System
 • Pet Friendly
 • Salon & Barber Shop
 • Non-Smoking

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

Provident Crossings
(512) 671-7771

* Provident Crossings only

Lakeline Oaks 
(512) 331-4100 
1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Lakeline Oaks
1905 S. Lakeline Blvd.

Provident Crossings
195 S. A.W. Grimes Blvd.

35

45
TOLL

S. AW
 Grim

es Blvd.

Lakeline Blvd.

1
TOLL

183A
TOLL

 • Valet Service
 •  All Utilites
 • Local phone and 

 internet*
 • Delicious Meals  &

 Resort Style Dining

Store Director Ron Hovey said he enjoys help-
ing customers find the perfect grill.
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The California-based grilling sup-
plies retailer Barbecues Galore opened 
in Cedar Park in April and kept sales 
steady during the hot summer months 
despite burn bans across Central 
Texas. As temperatures rose, the mar-
ket for custom outdoor kitchens kept 
business from evaporating, said store 
manager Ron Hovey. 

“Business has been slower than 
some expected with all the burn bans, 
so we tried to sell barbecue rubs and 
cooking supplies,” he said. “But for 
people looking to build an outdoor 
kitchen, now is a good time to do it.”

Barbecues Galore staff can help 
homeowners select a grill and accom-
panying accessories as well as design 
and install the ideal outdoor kitchen.

Grill and island prices range from 
around $100 to more than $30,000. 

Barbecues Galore
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. O-100, Cedar 
Park • 259-1407 • www.bbqgalore.com 
Mon.–Thu. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Barbecues Galore 
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John Thomas took an aptitude test 
about six years ago, and his score on 
that test started him down the path 
that led to where he is now: the proud 
owner of three Fantastic Sam’s salons. 
Thomas’ salon in Leander, located at 
651 N. US 183, Ste. 325, near H-E-B 
Plus, is about to celebrate its fifth year 
of operation.

The aforementioned aptitude test was 
to determine the test-takers’ abilities as 
a business owner. Thomas scored high, 
and he was given a list of franchises he 
could run with his wife, Nedra.

“(Fantastic Sam’s) was the last one 
on that list I expected to pick, but the 
more we looked at it, the more sense it 
made,” Thomas said.

He has wanted to expand in Wil-
liamson County for awhile and is 
working on a location near Cedar Park. 

Judy’s Grooming
2405 S. US 183, Leander • 259-1444 
Mon.–Tue. 7 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Wed. 6:30 a.m.–6 p.m., Thu.–Fri. 7 a.m.–
6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Fantastic Sam’s

Fantastic Sam’s
651 N. US 183, Ste. 525, Leander
620-7267 • www.fantasticsams.com
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., 
Sat. 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. noon–5 p.m.

John Thomas opened Fantastic Sam’s in 
Leander almost five years ago.
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Judy Elmendorf works on longtime client Beau 
at her shop off US 183 in Leander.

When the groomer she was working 
for was bought out, Judy Elmendorf 
decided to strike out on her own. She 
brought her 15 years of experience to 
Leander and opened Judy’s Grooming 
at 2405 S. US 183.

Elmendorf signed the lease for her 
shop in January 2011, and she opened 
officially in March. She brought over 

Judy’s Grooming many of her clients from her previous 
job, and she said business has been 
great. In 2012, she hopes to finish 
the cosmetic fixes left over after she 
moved in to her building so quickly. 
Elmendorf also plans to launch a new 
website.

“I’m so excited about the new web-
site,” she said. “I can’t wait for it to be 
finished.”
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Ads for Community Impact. Due Jan. 17:

For San Marcos, Buda, Kyle: For Leander, Cedar Park: 
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City of Leander

Brenda Eivens

John Cowman

City council members can also be reached by mail at 600 N. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park.

City Council members can also be reached by calling City Hall at 528-2700.

Council members (term expiration)

Top issues for 2012

•	 Attracting employers and retail 
one of the city’s strategic goals is to 
attract primary employers in order to 
keep residents in town during the day, 
supporting local dining establishments 
and running errands in city limits. to that 
same end, the city will also focus on 
bringing in more retail options for area 
residents, focusing on development in 
the western part of town and redevelop-
ment along the US 183 corridor.

•	 Government accessibility
the new City Hall will have new City 
Council chambers with more seating, 
better visibility for audience members 
and better access for those with disabili-
ties. the city will also be able to better 
interact with constituents with its new 
website, which is expected to launch in 
spring 2012, around the same time as 
the city plans to move into the new City 
Hall, located at 450 Cypress Creek Road.

•	 Destination projects 
When the Cedar Park Center was 
completed in September 2009, the city 
began to look at new destination devel-
opments that could encourage tourism 
and give residents more entertainment 
options close to home. the planetarium 
committee has resumed meeting, deter-
mining if a science center or planetarium 
is the most desirable next step in Cedar 
Park tourism.

•	 Regional partnerships
 the city would like to partner with other 
communities with shared interests to 
maximize limited resources. 

Top issues for 2012

•	 Bringing retail to town 
Mayor John Cowman said the city is ex-
pecting to make some announcements 
in 2012 regarding new projects coming 
to town. More specifically, Cowman said 
he expects to be able to announce an 
anchor tenant at a new development in 
2012.

•	 Dining options
Cowman said the City of Leander is 
looking to increase the number of restau-
rants in town so residents do not have to 
leave the city limits to find a nice place 
to eat. 

•	 New homes 
Cowman said the city expects to ink 
a development agreement for a major 
residential component on the west side 
of Leander. He has said in the past that 
getting more people to move to Leander 
is key to the city’s long-term well-being. 

•	 Infrastructure
Leander will continue to work with Wil-
liamson County to ensure the proper 
infrastructure is in place to encourage 
development. the completion of the toll 
183a extension, San Gabriel Parkway 
and Hero Way are all expected in 2012, 
which will help connect the city to the 
region and allow Leander to foster devel-
opment and connectivity with the rest of 
the county.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 The purchase of the new City Hall 
campus on Cypress Creek  
the Cedar Park City Council approved 
the purchase of a $4.95 million City Hall, 
which provided a projected savings of 
more than $10 million over a previous 
2007 proposal to issue bonds to fund a 
$19.57 million City Hall. 

•	 Implementation of the Drought 
Contingency Project 
Cedar Park is spearheading the project 
that is moving Cedar Park and Leander’s 
intake pipes in Lake travis to deeper 
water to prevent the lake level dropping 
below the pipes due to the record-
breaking drought. though recent rains 
have lessened fire danger, precipitation 
has not negated the need for the project, 
which will ensure both cities are able to 
provide water for their constituents. 

•	 The annexation of WCID-1D 
the voluntary annexation of the deer 
Creek subdivision added 415 acres of 
land along North Cypress Creek and 
anderson Mill roads to the City of Cedar 
Park. Residents began receiving emer-
gency services and other city services. 

•	 The expansion and relocation  
of Fallbrook Technologies 
Fallbrook technologies, a clean-energy 
company that designs transmissions for 
various vehicles, accepted a  
$1.68 million incentive from the city. the 
California-based business agreed to 
spend $5.5 million on a larger corporate 
operations center and add at least 65 
jobs by 2013.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 Purchasing Sandy Creek Water 
Treatment Plant
the Lower Colorado River authority 
announced it intended to sell the water 
treatment plant along with 31 other facili-
ties in a divestiture in November 2010. 
the city fought to purchase SCWtP be-
cause, according to city officials, keeping 
the facility in the hands of the public 
would keep water rates from possibly 
spiking under private ownership.

•	 Hiring City Manager Kent Cagle
the Leander City Council voted unani-
mously to hire Cagle on oct. 20. the 
previous city manager, anthony “Biff” 
Johnson, died unexpectedly March 24. 
City Finance director Robert Powers 
was named interim city manager, but he 
was not interested in holding the position 
permanently.

•	 Lakeline right of way acquisition 
Leander made strides in acquiring the 
necessary right of way to complete the 
extension of Lakeline Boulevard. Cow-
man said the step is critical in encour-
aging further development along the 
corridor because it allows for traffic flow.

•	 Scott & White Clinic – Leander 
Leander has been an underserved area 
as it pertains to health care for quite 
some time, but the new Scott & White 
Clinic at 1007 S. US 183 aimed to help. 
S&W broke ground on the project in May, 
and while it did not open by the end of 
the year as planned, it is slated to open 
Feb. 1 and provide the community with 
primary care and physical therapy. 

How council members are paid
Council members and the mayor receive 
a monthly cell phone use reimbursement, 
$100 and $200, respectively, in addition to 
reimbursements for meals, travel, conferences 
and other expenses directly relating to their 
role on City Council. 

Meetings
Cedar Park City Council meets at 6:30 p.m. 
the second and fourth Thursdays of the 
month.

Temporary City Council chambers 
Cedar Park Library
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park

Starting in March, council will convene at the 
new Cedar Park City Hall, located at  
450 Cypress Creek Road. 

Meetings
Leander City Council meets at 7 p.m. the first 
and third Thursday of every month.

Pat Bryson Municipal Hall
201 N. Brushy St., Leander

Council members (term expiration)
Mayor: Bob Lemon (2012)

mayor@cedarparktx.us

Place 1: Matt Powell (2013)

place1@cedarparktx.us

Place 2: Mitch Fuller (2012)

place2@cedarparktx.us

Place 3: Scott Mitchell (2013)

place3@cedarparktx.us
Place 4/Mayor 

Pro Tem: Lowell Moore (2012)

place4@cedarparktx.us

Place 5: Tony Dale (2013)

place5@cedarparktx.us

Place 6: Don Tracy (2012)

place6@cedarparktx.us

Mayor: John Cowman (2012)

mayor@leandertx.gov

Place 1: Andrea Navarrette (2013)

place1@leandertx.gov

Place 2: Kirsten Lynch (2012)

place2@leandertx.gov

Place 3: Simon Garcia (2013)

place3@leandertx.gov

Place 4: Michell Cantwell (2012)

place4@leandertx.gov

Place 5: Christopher Fielder (2013)

place5@leandertx.gov

David Siebold (2012)

place6@leandertx.gov

How council members are paid
The position is voluntary, though council 
members are reimbursed for travel, meals, 
conferences and other items directly relating 
to their role on City Council. Expenses cannot 
exceed the $10,500 allotted in the budget. 

“Fallbrook Technologies’ expansion 
demonstrates that some of the most 
advanced companies in technology can 
thrive in Cedar Park and represents a 
significant investment by a leader in 
clean technology, one of the fastest-
growing industries in the U.S.”

—City Manager Brenda Eivens

“Purchasing the Sandy Creek Water 
Treatment Plant was probably the single 
most important decision that we made, 
because the future growth of our city 
depends on that.”
—Mayor John Cowman on the decision 

to acquire the water treatment plant 
that serves Leander’s water customers

Mayor Pro 
Tem/ Place 6:

Place 4/Mayor
Pro Tem
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Williamson County

Dan Gattis

County commissioners

Top issues for 2012

•	 Transportation and mobility
Williamson County grew by almost  
70 percent in the last 10 years. Keeping 
up with transportation needs will con-
tinue to be something the Commission-
ers Court will address in 2012. although 
a bond issue is not likely in 2012, the 
court may begin looking at issuing 
bonds in 2013 or 2014 to fund transpor-
tation projects, Gattis said.

•	 Water
the Commissioners Court does not 
have any authority over water distribu-
tion and development, but water use 
is a big issue in Williamson County 
and something the court is concerned 
about. Gattis said the county would give 
leadership and support to the entities 
that do control water use, and it will 
promote conservation and development 
of new water resources.

•	 The economy and the budget
developing the county budget and 
setting a tax rate will continue to be a 
big concern through 2012 and probably 
through 2013, Gattis said.

•	 Infrastructure
the Commissioners Court will be looking 
at infrastructure from the standpoint of 
county buildings and office buildings. 
the county has some old buildings, and 
some people are working in questionable 
conditions, Gattis said. What to do about 
office space is something the county will 
be addressing in the coming year.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 Transportation
the county spent time developing plans 
and starting construction on projects 
in 2011 that included Hwy. 195 and 
Ronald Reagan Boulevard in Precinct 
3 and o’Connor drive in Precinct 1. 
environmental concerns, particularly 
those affecting road construction, were 
also an issue.

•	 Drought
Because of the September wildfires in 
Bastrop, Leander and Steiner Ranch, 
as well as adverse weather conditions, 
Williamson County Judge dan Gattis is-
sued a disaster declaration for William-
son County on Sept. 7 that banned all 
outdoor burning and cooking. 

•	 The budget and tax rate
Williamson County was able to lower the 
tax rate slightly in 2011. the taxes on the 
average–priced home in the county did 
not increase over the 2010 level. 

•	 Emergency radio system
a computer-aided dispatch program 
was installed as a part of the county-
wide emergency radio system. the Cad 
program enhances the efficiency of 
emergency dispatch by allowing police 
officers to do more tasks from their 
vehicles, such as bookkeeping, and 
the program also has global position-
ing software that gives the county the 
ability to track the location of every 
emergency vehicle.

Meetings
Williamson County Commissioners Court 
meets at 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday.

Williamson County Courthouse
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550
www.wilco.org

County Judge: Dan A. Gattis

710 Main St., Ste. 101, 
Georgetown • 943-1550

Precinct 1: Lisa Birkman

1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd., Ste. 110
Round Rock • 244-8610

Precinct 2: Cynthia Long

350 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 201
Cedar Park • 260-4280 

Precinct 3: Valerie Covey

3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 153
Georgetown • 943-3370

Precinct 4: Ron Morrison

350 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100
Hutto • 846-1190

Terms and compensation
The county judge and four county 
commissioners serve four-year terms. Each 
commissioner receives $83,558.62 per 
year, and the county judge’s annual salary is 
$102,616.81.

“Water is easy to talk about now because 
we’re in a drought. But all we need is one 
big rain event, and the lakes fill up and 
people quit worrying about it. It’s something 
we need to keep in the forefront.”

—County Judge Dan Gattis
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Shop-Vac® 1 Gal.
Micro Portable Wet/Dry Vac
1 peak hp, 6 amp
Great for small spills and messes.  
Includes a 4’ hose, gulper, nozzle, 
crevice tool, wall mounted storage 
bracket. 2334241

Clorox® Liquid 
Bleach
96 oz.
12173

Ajax® Liquid Laundry 
Detergent
50 oz. concentrated formula. 
1225366

After $8 Mail-in Rebate.
You pay $15.99
Songbird 
Selections® 
Colorful Bird Blend
Wild Bird Food
12 lb., attracts two times more 
colorful birds.
8299778 Limit 2 Rebates.

2 Gal. Home 
Garden 
Sprayer
Multi-purpose 
sprayer with anti-
clog filter, funnel 
top for easy filling. 
7215031

Pleated Furnace 
Filter
Various sizes available.  
Traps pet dander, mold 
spores, pollen, dust mites, 
household dust, lint. 

18 Gal. Tote
6192132

Mardi 
Gras® 
Paper 
Towels
6162044

72 Qt. Tote
6208326

1999

999

499999

999

799

599

199

699

799

GAL.

Pt.

$6 $1

$2 2 for $5

$7
High Energy
Seed & Suet 
8/Pk.
8, 11 oz. packages
8322893, 8217788

After $5
Mail-in Rebate. You 
pay $6.99
Weed & Grass Killer 
Kills the root. Ready to use. 
7105141 Limit 3 rebates.

After $5
Mail-in Rebate.
You pay $11.99
Roundup® Concentrate 
Plus Weed & Grass Killer
Pint makes up to 5 gal.
Visible results in 12 hours. Plant 
in 1-3 days.
73637 Limit 3 rebates.

After $8
Mail-in Rebate.
You pay $15.99
Roundup® Pull ‘n Spray 
Weed & Grass Killer
1.33 gal. Continuous
Spray. Rain fast in 30 minutes. 
7105190 Limit 3 rebates.

799
Garden Bird 
Feeder
1 lb. seed capacity.
6 feeding ports.
Antiqued Copper 
Finish
8299869
Bird seed sold 
separately.

Drawstring Trash Bags
39 gal., 18 ct. Lawn & Leaf; 
33 gal., 20 ct. Large; 13 gal., 
45 ct. Tall Kitchen; or 13 
gal., 40 ct. Odor Control Tall 
Kitchen. 6186761, 6214910, 
6187116, 6187009

32 Gal. Trash 
Can
Snap on lid, heavy 
duty construction. 
7208366

IT’S TIME TO GET YOUR FEBRUARY BACK
NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 29
200 South Bell Blvd. • Cedar Park • 512.258.1500

99

3/Pk.

D
5
1

Save 
$15

$34.99 Value

Save 
$4

$13.99 Value

STOCK UP & SAVE! 
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By Macy Hurwitz

Corvalent 
Company makes rugged computers, grows in 2011

Corvalent chose Cedar Park when it moved to Texas from California in part because of an eco-
nomic incentive package and the state’s “business-friendly” climate. 
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Corvalent makes computers, but 
part of what makes the Cedar 
Park–based business’ computers 

desirable to its clients would be devas-
tating to Dell or Apple or most other 
commonly known computer compa-
nies. Corvalent’s ruggedized, industrial 
computers are guaranteed to be the 
same for seven to ten years. 

“When our customers design a solu-
tion or an application to run a specific 
software or a specific application, they 
don’t like changes,” Corvalent CEO 
Ed Trevis said. 

The industrial computer company 
came to Cedar Park from Silicon 
Valley three years ago and has grown 
quickly since it arrived. Trevis said 
Corvalent chose Cedar Park over 
other Central Texas locations because 
of an economic incentive package the 
company received from the city.

Corvalent has kept up with its end 
of the agreement, which rewarded the 
company for each new employee hired 
to work at the company’s headquarters 
on Arrow Point Drive. 

When it moved to Cedar Park, 

Corvalent had 20 employees; the 
company now has 45, and about 15 
of the new employees were hired in 
2011. Trevis said his industry did 
suffer at first when the recession hit, 
but when the U.S. dollar lost value 
against foreign currencies, it became 
more appealing for companies to buy 
American products. 

“We’re one of the only companies 
left in the computer industry that 
produces the majority of their prod-
ucts in the United States, and there’s 
several reasons we do it that way,” 
Trevis said. “One is high quality. Two 
is consistency and longevity. We’re 
able to maintain the consistency and 
longevity of the product by controlling 
it locally. It’s not the cheapest, but it’s 
the most reliable.”

Trevis said he expects Corvalent 
will continue its trend of growing by 
about 35 percent per year, creating 
computers that do big jobs like operate 
tanks, CAT-scan machines and even 
the robot that repaired the underwater 
oil rig that exploded in July 2010 in 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Corvalent 
1101 Arrow Point Drive, Ste. 501,
Cedar Park • www.corvalent.com

“We build computers that with-
stand many years in operation—15 
to 20 years running 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year—running in extreme 
circumstances, so they have to be very 
reliable,” Trevis said. 
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Corvalent’s employees test its computers at 
the Cedar Park facility to ensure quality.
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On-site Exemplary Elementary School
Miles of Hike & Bike Trails

Neighborhood Parks
Resort-style Amenity Center

New Homes crafted by:

∫
∫

LIFELIFE ...feels different here.

BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737
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By Macy Hurwitz

Cedar Park Jewelry
Growing store creates custom pieces

George Poe’s brightly colored shirts have become one of his trademarks in the community.
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O ne of these days, George Poe is 
going to retire. At least, that’s 
what he keeps saying, but it 

seems like his business, Cedar Park 
Jewelry, will continue to keep him busy 
for years to come. Cedar Park Jew-
elry has expanded steadily since Poe 
opened the shop at its first location in 
The Railyard on RM 1431. 

Now at its second location in the 
Railyard Shopping Center, Cedar Park 
Jewelry has expanded two times, with 
the latest expansion happening in 2011. 
This was not Poe’s intention when he 
came to Cedar Park from Pasadena, 
Texas. Poe said he wanted to get into a 
“cleaner” business than the pawn shops 
he had been running for 10 years.

He decided to get into the jewelry 
business because he had experience 
designing custom rings at pawn shops.

“I was just going to run a small jew-
elry store with three employees. Now, 
I’m up to 18,” he said.

Poe said he attributes a lot of his 
success to his involvement in the com-
munity, and the Cedar Park Chamber 
of Commerce specifically. 

“They accepted me with open arms, 
and word got out,” Poe said.

Cedar Park Jewelry buys gold and 
silver, helps customers design custom 
pieces and specializes in vintage and 
antique Rolex watches. The shop also 
repairs jewelry. 

Due in part to omnipresent adver-
tising, Cedar Park Jewelry is a visible 
brand in the region, and the business 
supports a multitude of causes and 
sponsors a variety of teams in the area. 
Cedar Park Jewelry is an official spon-
sor of the Texas Stars and the Austin 
Toros, and the store is the official 
jeweler of the Toros as well.

“In 31 years, I’ve never told any 
worthwhile cause ‘no,’” Poe said.

The store’s last expansion was in 
February 2011, and Poe said he doesn’t 
see himself, or his business, slowing 
down any time soon. Cedar Park Jew-
elry employs his wife, his mother and 
father, and his son. So, maybe he will 
get around to retiring some day, but it 
won’t be in the near future.

“I have 18 employees who depend on 
me,” Poe said.

Cedar Park Jewelry
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 112
Cedar Park 
259-9430
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
www.cedarparkjewelry.com
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Cedar Park Jewelry creates custom jewelry for 
its customers, such as this custom diamond 
ring, as well as ready-made retail items.

 CONVENIENCE FOR YOU.

CARE FOR YOUR 

FAMILY.

Terri Jones, F.N.P., a board-certified family nurse 
practitioner, has joined Dr. Luis Egelsee at Family 
First Healthcare in Leander. Terri has more than a 
decade of experience caring for families in Leander, 
Cedar Park and Liberty Hill. She is a strong believer 
in patient education and is dedicated to helping 
you and your family lead healthier lives. Terri is now 
accepting patients at this location.

651 N. U.S. Hwy. 183, Suite 110
Leander • 512-528-0432
FamilyFirstLeander.com

Terri Jones, F.N.P.
Family Medicine

Member of the Allied Health Professionals Staff  
of Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

59696_CEDA_Jones_4_9167x6_04c.indd   1 1/16/12   3:00 PM
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IT’S TIME TO 
LIVE UP TO
YOUR OWN
EXPECTATIONS.

PART-TIME BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE PROGRAMS AND YOUR
OWN DEGREE COACH.

APPLICATION DEADLINE FEBRUARY 1
CALL 512.326.7000
OR VISIT WWW.STEDWARDS.EDU/COACH

Let St. Edward’s University help. Your 
Degree Coach will answer your questions, 
provide direction and keep you on track 
to fi nish that degree.

Buy one 
entree, 
get one 
50%off
Of equal or lesser value. One 
coupon per table. Excludes 
specials and holidays.
Exp. 02/24/12

Get
$2 off for 
Pecan Tilapia
Of equal or lesser value. One 
coupon per table. Excludes 
specials and holidays.
Exp. 02/24/12

Great steaks & fresh seafood delivered DAILY!
10903 Pecan Park Blvd. • 512.506.8700 

www.FredasSeafoodGrille.com

    “Like” Freda’s 
Seafood Grille on 

Facebook!

Pecan 

Park Blvd.

183

45
TOLL

620

Lakeline 
Mall

Freda’s

OPEN DAILY 
Happy hour everyday 4–7 pm
Thursday ALL NIGHT happy hour 4pm - Close
Sunday brunch 10am-2 pm

*cannot be combined with 
any other offers 

*cannot be combined with 
any other offers 

PREMIER LOUNGE AND 
GORGEOUS OUTDOOR PATIO

LUNCH SPECIALS 
STARTING AT $7.95!

LCP LCP

Pecan tilapia - one of Freda’s 
signature dishes 
Pecan nut and bread crumbles crusted tila-
pia fi llet, seared and baked to golden brown, 
topped with a pesto creme sauce and 
crawfi sh. The fi sh is mild and 
moisturized, while out-
side coating remains 
a crunchy texture. 
The pesto sauce 
and crawfi sh add 
a sophisticated 
fl avor.
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By Emilie Boenig

By Emilie Boenig

Silver Spoon Cafe 
Leander eatery transformed 
into homestyle kitchen

Mighty Fine Burgers, 
Fries and Shakes
Austin-based restaurant 
embraced by Cedar Park
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Brian Morris runs Mighty Fine in Cedar Park. 

 Silver Spoon Café owners James 
and Jennifer Gehring transformed 
the former soup and sandwich shop 
into a homestyle Americana hangout 
after taking ownership in February 
2011. 

Gehring said he redesigned the 
menu to feature the food he loves to 
make and what people like to eat. 

“We came in and added fried foods 
and burgers to the menu,” he said. 
“It’s almost like a totally different 
restaurant, but with the same name.”

The Silver Spoon Cafe was first 
located on West Willis Street, but 
after two months, Gehring said the 
restaurant outgrew the space and 
moved to the spot on South US 183, 
next to Hill Country Feed and Supply.  

“Business is better at this location, 
but it goes up and down,” he said. “It’s 
the kind of place people come and 
eat, sit around talking. You feel like 
you’re at home.”

The menu features burgers, salads, 
hot sandwiches, wraps and Gehring’s 
top seller, chicken-fried steak. Chil-
dren eat free on Mondays, and every 

Ask team members at Mighty Fine 
Burgers, Fries and Shakes how they’re 
doing, and the response will likely be 
“Mighty Fine.”

The staff’s Texas hospitality makes 
Mighty Fine unlike other burger 
joints, General Manager Brian Morris 
said. 

“Our people set us apart more than 
anything else that we have. They are 
the key ingredient,” he said. 

As one of four Mighty Fines, all 
in the Austin area, Morris said the 
restaurant has special ties to the  
community. 

“We’ve been able to work a little 
with the high schools, and we’re look-
ing to become more involved with 
them. It’s something that we see as 
an opportunity that we need to take 
advantage of,” Morris said.

Mighty Fine opened on Labor Day 
weekend in 2011, and the restaurant 
did as much business in the first four 
days as any other Mighty Fine did that 
entire week, Morris said. 

Silver Spoon Cafe
1005 S. US 183, Leander
528-1867
www.thesilverspoonleander.com
Open Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Mighty Fine Burgers, Fries and Shakes
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. AC, Ste. 100
Cedar Park • 528-5421
Sun.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–10 p.m.
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Friday there is an all-you-can-eat 
fried catfish special all day. 

Gehring said after a slow holiday 
season typical for small, local res-
taurants, he will continue to rebrand 
the Silver Spoon Cafe as a weekday 
lunch and dinner destination serving 
homestyle meals made from scratch. 
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The Gehrings own Silver Spoon Cafe.

“We had more requests to come 
open a store in Cedar Park than any 
other area of town,” he said.

This year, Mighty Fine will offer 
holiday-themed milkshakes for 
Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day and 
Independence Day.
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Welcome  
our neWest

CARDIOLOGIST

With Dr. Stancoven, you now have 
greater access to the expert care that 
you and your family deserve. 

Cardiovascular disease is the number one cause  
of death worldwide, so it’s good to know that you 
have access to an expert cardiologist, right here  
in Round Rock. Amy Stancoven, MD received her 
medical degree at the University of Texas Medical 
School at Houston and specialty training at the  
UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. She  
is board certified in cardiovascular disease by  
the American Board of Internal Medicine and is  
a member of the American Heart Association.

Get to know Dr. Stancoven and how she’s  
helping Central Texas stay healthy at:

roundrock.sw.org

to make an appointment, please call:

512-509-0200
300 University Boulevard  |  Round Rock, TX

Amy Stancoven, MD
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Now accepting new patients!
Call today to schedule an appointment.

We provide full dental treatment.

• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Complete, Partial and 

Immediate Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain Crowns 

and Veneers

LET US DESIGN YOUR 
PERFECT SMILE!

We are contracted with most Dental 
Plans and honor all PPO plans

In-offi ce teeth whitening using the Lumibrite System for $140

We do Conventional Orthodontics, 
Invisalign, and Fast Braces

A HEART HEALTH SEMINAR 
WITH A TASTY TWIST.

You are cordially invited to snack and sip your way to a healthier heart! Join 

cardiologist Dr. Carl Carlino for a free seminar on heart disease, risk factors and 

how moderate intake of dark chocolate and wine can have a positive impact on 

your heart. Bring a friend and wear red to show your support for the prevention 

and treatment of heart disease. 

Carl Carlino, M.D.

A Healthy Heart Loves  
Dark Chocolate and Wine
Thursday, February 16, 2012 | 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center Café  
1401 Medical Parkway in Cedar Park

RSVP to CedarParkRegional.com/HealthyWoman 
or 512-528-7119.

Member of the Medical Staff at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center.
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Candidates line up for WilCo 
attorney as Duty leaves post
By Gene Davis 

With Williamson County Attorney 
Jana Duty announcing her intention to 
run for district attorney against incum-
bent John Bradley, multiple Texas 
lawyers have filed to run for the county 
attorney position.

Rick Kennon, Jeff Maurice and Dee 
Hobbs filed as Republicans to run for 
county attorney before the temporary 
Dec. 19 filing deadline. The candidacy 
filing period will be reopened after 
a court enters redistricting plans for 
Texas House, Senate and Congress. The 
filing period will then be permanently 
closed Feb. 1.

The county attorney is in charge of 
prosecuting misdemeanor adult crimi-
nal and all juvenile cases, handling all 
small-claims cases and several of the 
civil lawsuits filed against the county, 
and performing civil duties such as 
representing Child Protective Services 
on behalf of abused and neglected chil-
dren of Williamson County.

Duty has served as county attor-
ney for seven years. The relationship 
between county commissioners and 
Duty has been strained following a 
series of lawsuits and grievances the 
parties filed against each other. 

The Williamson County Attorney’s 
Office provided legal counsel to com-
missioners before the county created a 
legal adviser position in 2010. Multiple 
candidates cited Duty’s conflict with 
the commissioners and county judge 
as a reason they entered the county 
attorney race. 

For her part, Duty has said keeping 
commissioners in check was one of the 
many jobs she was elected to do.

The candidates who have filed
Hobbs received his law degree from 

Baylor University and has worked in 
the county attorney’s office for the past 

10 years. He is currently the chief of the 
office’s criminal division. He said he 
is well-qualified to be county attorney 
because he knows how the county 
attorney’s office works and where it 
needs to go.

“I think it’s a passion for the office 
that’s important,” he said. “I love 
what I do, and I want to keep moving 
forward.”

Kennon, an attorney for 27 years, 
filed before Duty announced her inten-
tion to run for district attorney. He said 
he thinks he is the most experienced 
candidate and that he has done every-
thing from litigation representing a 
governmental entity to prosecution and 
criminal defense work.

“I’ve covered the gambit of what the 
county attorney’s office does, and I 
think because of that experience, I’ve 
got a better ability to run that office,” 
he said.

Maurice received a law degree from 
The University of Texas at Austin and 
was a lawyer for Dell Computers. He 
ran and lost as a Democrat against 
Williamson County Precinct 4 Com-
missioner Ron Morrison in 2010. He 
is running for county attorney as a 
Republican.

“We must do a much better job of 
negotiating, administering and enforc-
ing the county’s contracts and business 
arrangements while making William-
son County a good and fair place to 
do business,” he said in a statement. 
“I believe that my proven track record 
as Dell’s lead attorney in developing 
Dell’s Round Rock and Parmer Lane 
campuses is an achievement that can’t 
be matched by any other candidate in 
the race.”

The general primary election is 
scheduled for April 3, but the date is 
subject to change.

The following locally elected positions are up 
for election in May. Elected officials currently 
holding the seats are listed. No candidates 
have officially filed for seats. The first day for 
candidates to file is Feb. 4 (a Saturday, so some 
areas may not take filings until Monday, Feb. 6). 
The last day is March 5.

Leander ISD board of trustees
Place 1 Lisa Mallory
Place 2 Don Hisle 

The following elected positions are up for 
election in November and, in some cases, 
candidates may face primary challenges on  
April 3, though that date is subject to change. 
Incumbents are listed.

NATIONAL AND STATE REPRESENTATIvES

U.S. House, District 31
John Carter

Railroad Commissioner
Barry Smitherman
Elizabeth Ames-Jones (Ames-Jones is running 
for Texas State Senate)

Texas Supreme Court
Place 2 Don Willett
Place 4 David Medina
Place 6 Nathan Hecht

Court of Criminal Appeals 
Presiding Judge Sharon Keller
Place 7 Barbara Parker Hervey
Place 8 Elsa Alcala

3rd Court of Appeals
Place 2 Jeff Rose
Place 3 Diane Henson
Place 5 David Puryear
Place 6 Bob Pemberton

State Board of Education District 10
Marsha Farney (Farney is running for House 
District 20)

State Senator District 5
Sen. Steve Ogden (Ogden is retiring)

State Representative District 20
Rep. Charles Schwertner (Schwertner is 
running for State Senate District 5)

State Representative District 52
Larry Gonzales

 

Cedar Park City Council
Mayor Bob Lemon
Place 2 Mitch Fuller
Place 4 Lowell Moore
Place 6 Don Tracy

Leander City Council
Mayor John Cowman
Place 2 Kirsten Lynch
Place 4 Michell Cantwell
Place 6 David Siebold

 
State Representative District 149

Open seat (newly created district)

WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

26th District Judge
Billy Ray Stubblefield

395th District Judge
Mike Jergins

425th District Judge
Mark Silverstone

District Attorney
John Bradley

Tax Assessor-Collector
Deborah Hunt

Sheriff 
James R. Wilson

County Attorney
Jana Duty (Duty is running for Williamson 
County District Attorney)

Pct. 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman

Pct. 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey

Pct. 1 Constable Robert Chody

Pct. 2 Constable Rick Coffman

Pct. 3 Constable Bobby Gutierrez

Pct. 4 Constable Marty Ruble

Round Rock ISD board of trustees
Place 2 Charles Chadwell
Place 7 Bobby Seiferman

May 12 elections

Nov. 6 elections

Source: Williamson County GoP

ANGIE’S BARBER SHOPANGIE’S BARBER SHOP

» Flattops
» Regular haircuts
» Shave fades SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSShhhhhaaaaaaaaavvvvvvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee fffffffffaaaaaaaaadddddddddddddddeeessssssss
» Bald fades
» Beard trims

251 North Bell Street, Suite 110   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613   |   512-250-8711
(Next to Los Reyes Mexican Restaurant)

$3.00 off
bald fades
Excludes seniors and children. Not to 
be combined with any other offers. 
Expires March 31, 2012. Angie Geneva
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When time is of the essence, you should know 
that in addition to being nationally accredited as 
experts in the treatment and care for stroke and 
chest pain, Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock 
Emergency Department has one of the shortest 
wait times in the country. Our ER team assesses, 
diagnoses and treats patients quickly. Whether 
it’s a stroke, heart attack or some other life 
threatening event, you don’t need help fast.  
You need it Scott & White EMERGENCY fast.

Then there’s Scott & White 
EMERGENCY fast.

There’s fast.

To see our current wait times or to learn more,  
visit roundrockemergency.sw.org

Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock
EMERGENCY DEpaRTMENT

512-509-0100
300 University Boulevard, Round Rock, TX
Directly behind the Round Rock Premium Outlet Mall

• Large selection of frames 
(1300+) in a broad price range

• Onsite lab - some prescriptions 
available the same day

• Knowledgeable staff with 20+ 
years of experience

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Stop Looking, Start Seeing

Accepting most insurances including:  
VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 

Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Humana, Superior, Avesis, 

Ameritas, Optum Health / Spectera, 
Block Vision, Davis Vision

Get moving.

Get solutions.

Get VVeeeiiinnnnSSSSoolllluuttiioonss.

Step up and stand out this year.  Eliminate your spider and varicose veins.
Visit now for a coupon http://VeinSolutionsAustin.com/coupon.php 

512-452-VEIN
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By Blake Rasmussen

Local leaders: Williamson 
County MPO unlikely soon
Area officials still searching for public transit solution

R ecent talk of creating an indepen-
dent Williamson County met-
ropolitan planning organization 

seems to have died down in part due to 
a CAMPO funding plan that gave more 
local control of how transportation 
dollars are spent.

Desire for more control in how 
transportation dollars were spent in 
the county prompted some high-level 
discussions among city and county 
leaders about the possibility of creat-
ing a new metropolitan planning 
organization (MPO)—an entity that 
is responsible for regional transporta-
tion planning and doling out federal 
dollars.

Some of that talk was born out of 
frustration with the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
which covers Williamson, Travis, Hays, 
Caldwell and Bastrop counties.

“I leave CAMPO meetings frus-
trated, and I think in weak moments, 
I’ve thought this would be easier to do 
this on our own,” said Cynthia Long, 
Williamson County Commissioner 
and CAMPO vice chair.

However, Long, as well as the mayors 
of Round Rock and Cedar Park, all 
expressed doubts about the viability of 
a Williamson County MPO.

“I don’t see that happening,” said 
Bob Lemon, Cedar Park mayor and 
CAMPO board member, citing a recent 
meeting between city and county lead-
ers. “The general consensus was that 
wasn’t the right way to go.”

Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 
also said he had “serious questions” 
about creating a new MPO, not only 
because of its effect on regionalism, but 
also because it would create a new list 

of requirements and obligations for the 
county.

According to DeLania Hardy, 
executive director of the Association of 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 
a nonprofit transportation advocacy 
group, those obligations would include 
short- and long-range planning docu-
ments, regional objectives and goals, a 
congestion management process and 
a certification process through the 
Federal Transit Administration.

Instead, Lemon said, CAMPO needs 
to continue putting more decisions 
in the hands of the counties, as it did 
when it approved—by a vote of 9–8—a 
plan allowing counties to have discre-
tion over their share of $36.374 million 
in federal transportation funds.

“The five counties and CAMPO just 
need to work together and come up 
with strategies where everyone wins,” 
Lemon said. “And the way to do that is 
with local control.”

WilCo public transit
However, that still begs the ques-

tion of how Williamson County will 
address its growing need for public 
transportation.

The need has arisen as cities outgrow 
the Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System (CARTS), an on-demand bus 
service that runs in cities with popula-
tions less than 50,000. With several 
cities in the county nearing or already 
past that benchmark, leaders have been 
struggling to come up with a solution.

“There is a need for connectivity 
between the various cities in William-
son County,” McGraw said.

While Capital Metro—which already 
operates in Leander—would seem like 

a natural fit to step in, that may not be 
practically possible. In order for a city 
to opt into the Capital Metro service 
area, citizens would need to vote to 
dedicate a 1 cent sales tax to Capital 
Metro.

However, most cities in Williamson 
County are already at their sales tax 
ceiling, typically dedicated to the Type 
A and Type B economic development 
corporations that are responsible for 
much of the county’s growth and thus, 
somewhat ironically, its need for public 
transportation.

“Short of other communities being 
able to do something like that [dedicate 
a 1 cent sales tax], I don’t see a huge 
expansion without a totally different 
way of funding public transit,” Long 
said.

One possible model is being tried 
out in Round Rock, which is the first 
city in the county to attempt to run its 
own bus service. Starting in mid-2012, 
Round Rock officials plan to implement 
a replacement for CARTS.

That service will be funded in 
part by federal funds due to Capital 
Metro deciding to allow Round Rock 
to be a direct recipient of federal 

transportation funds—the first time 
Capital Metro has made such a deal.

As a result, Round Rock will receive 
about $426,000 in federal funds, 
Round Rock Transportation Director 
Gary Hudder said, about $175,000 of 
which will go to bus service.

The deal only lasts one year, during 
which both the city and Capital Metro 
will evaluate the system. After that, it 
could be extended or re-evaluated.

“Very few people realize what it takes 
to run a transit system and get fund-
ing from FTA,” said Todd Hemingson, 
vice president of strategic planning and 
development planning and develop-
ment for Capital Metro. “One of the 
[questions] would be, how is that work-
ing for Round Rock? They’re putting in 
X amount of money and Y amount of 
effort. Or does it make sense for Capital 
Metro?” 

Still, Lemon said he is not sure a 
similar approach could work for the 
rest of the county. 

“Right now, public transportation is 
not looking very promising in Cedar 
Park,” Lemon said. “I don’t hear an 
outcry from the people in our city who 
say they need it.”

The top 10 metropolitan planning organizations in Texas by population as designated in the 
2000 census are shown. Urbanized Areas (UZA) for 2010 populations will not be designated 
until later this spring, but Williamson County’s population as of the 2010 census was 422,679.

Source: association of Metropolitan Planning organizations

Organization City
2000 UZA 

population
Year MPO 

designated
North Central Texas COG Arlington 4,145,659 1974

Houston Galveston Area Council Houston 3,822,509 1974

San Antonio-Bexar County MPO San Antonio 1,327,554 1977

CAMPO AUSTIN 901,920 1973
El Paso MPO El Paso 674,801 1973

Hidalgo County MPO McAllen 523,144 1993

Corpus Christi MPO Corpus Christi 293,925 1973

Killeen-Temple Urban Transportation Study Belton 239,913 1975

Lubbock MPO Lubbock 202,225 1976

Amarillo MPO Amarillo 179,312 1975

Texas metropolitan planning organizations

MONTH YEAR

T E X A S

121
Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

“Home of the 
10 Minute 

Inspection”

Three convenient locations:

ation )

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

Cedar Park
1st Annual

March 2, 2012 • 7pm
Don Tew Performing Arts Center at Leander High School

2 Divisions
• Junior (K-6th grade)
• Senior (7th-12th grade)

Cash Prizes for Winners!
• $1000 overall winner
• $500 each division winner
• $250 each division runner ups

Auditions:
• February 21, 23 • 6:30pm
• Entry fee: $7.00
• Leander High School

Li� le Theatre

Rotary Club
Talent Show

Proceeds fund our local and international service projects

Applications and offi  cial rules available online at www.cedarparkrotary.org
Questions regarding sponsorships or auditions:
Contact Tim Adams  at 512-528-7001 • CPRotaryTalentShow@gmail.com
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Capital MetroRapid 

By Amy Deis

the Capital Metropolitan transit authority was awarded a Federal transit authority grant for 
$38.1 million of a $47.6 million project for a two-route rapid bus system. the first route will 
replace the limited Route 101 that runs along North Lamar Boulevard from the tech Ridge Park 
and Ride to South Congress avenue and the Southpark Meadows Retail Center. the second 
route will run along Burnet Road to South Lamar Boulevard.

the faster routes will use new buses, some of them 60 feet in length to accommodate up to 
111 people, including wheelchair slots and bicycles. the buses will run every 10 minutes seven 
days a week and make 77 stops between the two routes. Near downtown, the routes cross one 
another, allowing for access to both. design on the first route is complete, but Capital Metro is 
waiting to receive permission to proceed with design on the second route.

Austin’s urban rail initiative

By Eric Nagurney

the City of austin’s Urban Rail initiative would feature streetcars that travel on rails built 
into the city’s streets. Urban Rail would also connect to the current Metro Rail route and the 
planned Lone Star Rail Network that will extend through Georgetown and San antonio. once 
complete, the system would run from the Mueller development east of i-35, through the 
University of texas, downtown, and into the austin-Bergstrom international airport. each car is 
expected to hold approximately 165 people. By the projected completion of the network’s final 
phase in 2035, the city estimates an average of 27,600 daily riders.

Timeline: City Council is considering a 
November bond election for residents to 
approve the funding plan. if approved, 
the city projects construction to begin 
in 2014 or 2015 and operations to begin 
between 2017 and 2019.

Cost: $1.3 billion with $250 million to  
$700 million in initial investment 

Funding: a combination of funds from 
local sources, such as bonds, value 
capture tools and partnerships would 
support the initiative. Further funding is 
being sought through the Federal transit 
administration’s New Starts Program.

Map not to scale

Timeline: Capital Metro 
anticipates receiving the green 
light to start implementing 
the project in February or 
March. once approved, Capital 
Metro will complete design on 
the second route and begin 
construction on the shelters, 
purchase the buses and have 
First transit start training bus 
operators.

Cost: $47.6 million, including 
$25.4 million for 40 new buses 
and construction of shelters at 
the 77 stops

Funding source: the Fta 
awarded Capital Metro a  
$38.1 million grant. Capital 
Metro pays 20 percent of the 
total cost, or $9.5 million, which 
comes out of the operating 
budget.

45
TOLL

35

35
130
TOLL

1
TOLL

MoPac

183

183

7171

MLK Blvd.

Rundberg Ln.

45th St.

26th St.

Braker Ln.

McNeil Dr.

E. Riverside Dr.Oltorf St.

S.
 C

on
gr

es
s A

ve
.

Bu
rn

et
 R

d.

S. Lamar Blvd.

N.
 La

m
ar

 B
lvd

.

290

290

Tech Ridge 
Park and RideNorth Austin 

Medical Center

Westlake 
Transit Center

Southpark Meadows 
Retail Center

Route 1 
North Lamar/South Congress

Route 2 
Burnet/South Lamar

MetroRapid stops

T
ra

n
sp

or
ta

ti
on

 U
p

d
at

e



impactnews.com • January 2012 | THE JANUARY ISSUE | 29

    
    

    
    

    
    

   C
on

gr
es

s A
ve

.

            
  

Pflugerville

Austin

Hutto

Round Rock

Georgetown

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

79

79

45
TOLL

Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport

Austin Exectutive Airport

Taylor Municipal 
Airport

1460

183

71

Oltorf St.

E. 1st St. 

MLK Blvd.

Ca
mero

n R
d.

N.
 L

am
ar

 B
lvd

.

Braker Ln.

A.W. Grim
es

Georgetown 

Inner Loop

University Blvd.

290

290

1

3

4

35

1

Urban rail

Capital MetroRapid

Proposed toll roads

Existing toll roads

Existing roads

Airport update

1 3

Toll update

By Sara Behunek

With a number of toll roads slated for completion in 2012, this year will represent the most 
miles added to the system since its debut in the region in 2007. See more on Page 31.

Hwy. 290
• Phase 1 of 3 of the Manor expressway 

opens in 2012. the first phase 
includes four direct connectors 
between US 183 and east Hwy. 290 
and a toll road from that intersection 
to Chimney Hill Road. Phase 2 
extends the toll road to Giles Road 
and the third phase to Parmer Lane. 
the expressway will have six toll lanes 
and a three-lane nontolled frontage 
road in each direction.

Timeline: Phased opening 2012–14 
Cost: Phase 1 is $73.4 million; total cost 
is $426 million

Toll 183A 
• a 5-mile extension of toll 183a from 

north of RM 1431 to north of RM 2243 
will be complete in 2012, making toll 
183a 11 miles long.

Timeline: Spring 2012 
Cost: $105 million

Toll 130
• Segments 5 and 6 of toll 130 

will be complete in 2012 and will 
extend the highway 41 miles from 
the intersections of US 183, toll 45 
Se and toll 130 to i-10 just north 
of Lockhart. Currently, toll 130 is 
37 miles long and stretches from 
Georgetown to the intersection of 
those three highways.

Timeline: Fall 2012  
Cost: $1.35 billion

By Samantha Bryant

More travelers are using austin-Bergstrom international airport as their gateway to the skies. 
airport spokesman Jim Halbrook said the airport anticipates reports to show an increase of 
passengers in 2011 over 2010. While smaller, nearby airports did not all experience an increase 
in air traffic in 2011, they are making improvements and planning for future growth. 

Taylor Municipal Airport
• the City of taylor is going through 

the approval process to extend the 
airport runway from 4,000 to 5,000 feet. 
although the extension is years away, 
Bob van til, director of planning and 
development, said the longer runway 
will allow the airport to accommodate 
larger business jets compared to the 
single- and double-engine aircraft that 
use the airport now.

Austin Executive Airport
• austin executive airport, formerly 

known as Bird’s Nest airport, opened 
in June and is planning to begin 
construction on a new hangar in 
January, said executive director 
andrew Perry.

4

4

5

6

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
• on dec. 15, austin City Council 

approved using the design/build 
method to construct a fourth passenger 
screening checkpoint at the airport. 

• a report released dec. 5 revealed the 
total passenger traffic for January 
through october 2011 was up 6 percent 
compared to the same time period in 
2010, marking 22 consecutive months of 
passenger growth.

• the free cell phone waiting area for 
passenger pickup opened Nov. 1.

• a new holiday overflow parking area 
near the cargo facilities was finished in 
late November and has 764 additional 
spaces off of Spirit of texas drive. 

2

1

2

3

Georgetown Municipal Airport
• airport Manager Sarah Hinton said 

additional events are scheduled at the 
airport in 2012. the easter egg drop 
will occur March 31, a movie night is 
tentatively planned for Father’s day and 
the third annual Georgetown airfest is 
scheduled for Nov. 3.  

• Within the next six months, the airport 
will resurface and reseal some of the 
taxiways and lanes and add blue solar 
lights to make it easier for pilots to 
navigate.

MoPac Improvement Project
• the recommendation moving forward 

to Federal Highway administration for 
approval is to build one express lane 
in each direction between Parmer 
Lane and Cesar Chavez Street that 
that would be free for transit vehicles. 
drivers on the express lane would pay 
a toll.

Timeline: environmental review complete 
in late summer/early fall 2012 
Cost: Not yet known

SH 45 SW
• a four-lane limited access tollway 

is planned on a new alignment 
connecting MoPac to FM 1626. the 
texas department of transportation 
is leading the two- to five-year-long 
environmental review process, which is 
in the early stages.

Timeline: Not yet known 
Cost: Not yet known

The Y at Oak Hill
• Preliminary work on short-term 

improvements to Hwy. 290 at the 
intersection of Hwy. 71, known as 
the Y at oak Hill, are under way and 
do not involve the construction of toll 
roads. the long-term plans call for a 
controlled-access six- to eight-lane 
tolled highway with two- to three-lane 
untolled frontage roads. the two- to 
five-year-long environmental review 
process is under way.

Timeline: Not yet known 
Cost: Not yet known
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COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

ALL LOCATIONS OPEN
Monday - Friday at 7:00 am  |  Saturday at 7:30 amwww.SunAutoServiceUSA.com

LET CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS PERFORM YOUR REPAIR

YOUR ALTERNATIVE TO THE DEALERSHIP

405 W. Slaughter Lane
Austin, TX 78748
512.291.6789

NEW LOCATION
NOW OPEN!
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd.,
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(next to Cinemark Theater 
off of 183A, north of 1431)
512.456.2500

1403 Rivery Blvd.
Georgetown, TX 78628
(in front of Home Depot)
512.819.9200

$19.95

$129.95

$59.95*

$79.95 $139.95*

YOUR VEHICLE MAY HAVE DIRTY FUEL 
INJECTORS. LET OUR PROFESSIONAL 
TECHNICIANS PRESSURE FLUSH YOUR FUEL 
INJECTORS WITH VALVOLINE SYNPOWER. 

Does your car experience 
any of the following?
• Knocking 
• Loss of performance 
• Reduced fuel economy 
• Rough idling or hesitation

FUEL SAVINGS OFFER

FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR SERVICE 

Since 1978

PLEASE ADD WASTE DISPOSAL FEE FOR THIS SERVICE

OIL CHANGE 
LUBE • FILTER 

FREE TIRE ROTATION
PREMIUM SYNTHETIC BLEND
When our certified technicians change your oil, they inspect your vehicle and let you know if it 
needs attention. Take the extra time and prevent major expenses due to lack of maintenance.

Check fluids 5W-30 up to 5 qts.
Please call for appointment

Most cars & 
light trucks, 
Add EPA waste 
disposal fee.

$59.95*
A $96 value

We will scan your on-board computer 
for diagnostic codes free of charge

FREE!
If additional diagnostic time is required take 
advantage of the special. Includes up to 1 hour 
of diagnostic time.*

*in some cases more than 1 hour maybe required.

• Lube, Oil & Filter Change
• Air Filter
• Cabin Air Filter (may require 

additional labor)
• Replace engine coolant

• Pressure test cooling systems
• Scan on-board computer for 

codes
• Clean & Adjust Rear Brakes
• Complete vehicle inspection 

(approx. 52 points)

• Perform road test
• Service Transmission 

(filter is additional if required)
• Rotate Tires
• Battery Service

WHY GO TO THE DEALER?
30,000 • 60,000 • 90,000 Mile Service*

*When applicable. **Platinum plugs and extended plugs additional charge. Most cars and light trucks. Please call for appointment. 
Add EPA waste disposal fee ***Change transmission oil, clean filter/screen, install new pan gasket. Complete fluid exchange available. Filter extra.

MAINTAIN YOUR FACTORY WARRANTY SAVE TIME & MONEY

Preventive maintenance 
recommended every 
30,000 miles or 24 
months, whichever 

comes first.

We are the experts!  Many auto repair facilities do not have the trained technicians or the right 
equipment to diagnose and repair anti-lock brake systems...we do!  Same day service available on 
most cars & light trucks.*Also includes cleaning and adjusting brakes or a FREE oil Change! 

See store manager for details on all of the above.

BRAKES 
AS LOW AS

Semi-Metallic Pads

STANDARD

Lifetime Warranty Ceramic Pads
 or OEM Equivalent

PREMIUM

W. SLAUGHTER LN.

S. 1st ST. 35

35

R
IVERY BLVD.

W
OL

F R

ANCH AVE. WILLIAMS DR.

RIVERY DRWY.

NEW HOPE DR.

183A TOLL RD.

N. BELL BLVD. RANCH RD. 1431

183

FREE
TOWING!

TOWING W/MAJOR REPAIR*

*350 OR GREATER UP TO 10 

MILES TOWING TO NEAREST 

LOCATION.

Gift Cards
Available!

WE WELCOME ALL YOUR 
QUESTIONS!

• Certified Technicians

• We perform only the
work you authorize 

• We guarantee our
work in writing 

• Same day service

• Competitive Pricing
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By Sara Behunek

2012 marks completion  
for many area tollways
Miles of roads to increase by more than one-third 

This year, slightly more than  
47 miles of toll roads will open 
to traffic, representing the largest 

addition to the system since tollways 
made their debut in the region in 2007. 

 “The gas tax, which used to be the 
main source of funding for new roads, 
hasn’t changed for over 20 years, but 
the cost of building roads has gone up,” 
said Doug Woodall, director of opera-
tions for the Central Texas Turnpike 
System, which oversees operations for 
Loop 1, Toll 45 and Toll 130. 

“There are few other ways to pay for 
new roads than making them tolled, so 
I think we will see more and more of 
them in the future,” he said.

Opening in 2012
Segments 5 and 6 of Toll 130—

stretching 41 miles from where  
US 183, Toll 45 SE and Toll 130 meet 
southeast of Austin to I-10 just north 
of Lockhart—are scheduled to be open 
to traffic by fall, Woodall said. Toll 
130 currently extends 37 miles from 
Georgetown to the intersection of 
those three highways. The additional 
segments, which cost $1.35 billion to 
design and build, will complete Toll 
130. 

Although originally envisioned as 
an alternative to I-35, the road has 
not quite lived up to that idea. In the 
2011 fiscal year, which ended Aug. 
31, revenue from Toll 130 was $36.2 
million, which fell $6.3 million—14.8 
percent—short of 2005 forecasts, and 
$1.3 million—3.4 percent—less than 
updated projections.

The discrepancy is due to Toll 130’s 
location, Woodall said. 

“Building the road closer would’ve 

gotten a lot more traffic off of I-35,” he 
said.

The expressway was built further 
east than many officials had anticipated 
after the federally mandated environ-
mental review process, which includes 
the collection of public input, revealed 
that it was what residents and stake-
holders preferred.  

Woodall said Toll 130 would be put 
to best use when developments such 
as the Stone Hill Town Center shop-
ping complex, where Toll 45 meets Toll 
130 in Pflugerville, crop up along the 
roadway. 

“Opening up a new highway, we 
figured there would be some sort of 
development, either office parks or 
commercial/residential development 
along [Toll] 130, and that just hasn’t 
occurred yet,” Woodall said.

Also this year, the first of two phases 
of the Manor Expressway, a tolled 
roadway and free frontage road, will 
open to traffic, said Melissa Hurst, a 
spokeswoman for the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority, the 
organization that is spearheading the 
development of that road.

Phase 1 starts at US 183 and stretches 
1.4 miles east to Chimney Hill Road. 
Eventually, the expressway will stretch 
east of Parmer lane into the City of 
Manor.

“The cities of Manor and Elgin con-
tinue to boom,” said Mario Espinoza, 
deputy executive director for CTRMA. 
“That corridor is really growing and is 
zoned for development.” 

In another prime growth area, the 
5-mile Toll 183A extension that will 
expand the toll road from its current 
end point at RM 1431 in Cedar Park 

to north of RM 2243 is opening in the 
spring.

In the hopper
The environmental review process 

for the MoPac Improvement Project, 
which aims to relieve traffic congestion 
on the highly traveled route, is slated to 
be finished by late summer or early fall 
2012, Hurst said. After that, CTRMA, 
the project’s lead sponsor, will begin 
looking for funding.

The recommendation moving for-
ward to the Federal Highway Admin-
istration for approval is to build one 
express lane in each direction between 
Parmer Lane and Cesar Chavez Street 
that would be free for transit vehicles. 

Drivers on the express lane would pay 
a toll. 

An orphan project?
Still unknown is when Toll 45 and 

southbound I-35 will get a direct con-
nection so that drivers on Toll 45 do 
not have to exit onto a frontage road 
before taking I-35 south. 

Woodall said bridge abutments are 
in place to sustain the infrastructure of 
a direct connection, but funding for the 
approximately $55 million project has 
not been identified. 

He said the construction of direct 
connection would most likely fall to 
the TxDOT Austin District or the City 
of Round Rock. 

What is an environmental review?

By federal law, each transportation project 
must go though an environmental review, 
but few understand what that actually 
means. 

“People think it’s just an assessment 
of the trees and the impacts on the 
habitat, which it is, but only part of it,” 
said Mario Espinoza, deputy executive 
director for the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority. “It also has to do with 
the schematics, how much right of way 
to acquire and public input on the impact 
on the neighborhoods.”

The environmental process has two 
categories: an environmental assess-
ment—a less in-depth process that lasts 
two to three years—and an environmen-
tal impact statement, which can take 
between three and five years to complete, 
Espinoza said. 

Only one of the studies is required. The re-
sults are presented to the Federal Highway 
Administration for review and approval 
prior to shovels hitting the ground.

Toll 183A extension

2243

1431
35

183A
TOLL

183

45
TOLL

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

New Hope Rd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Avery Ranch Rd.

Parm
er Ln.

Leander

Cedar Park

Toll road extension 

Existing toll road

183A frontage road

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority expects the Toll 183A extension will open 
this spring, almost a full year ahead of the original projected finish date.
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512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com



32 | THE JANUARY ISSUE | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

CoFFee WitH iMPaCt

Clarke Heidrick
Austin Chamber of Commerce 2012 chairman
By Eric Nagurney 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring 
leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond. 

Clarke Heidrick is former chairman of Travis County’s health care district, Central 
Health, and in 2004 led the successful initiative to create the district. He will be hon-
ored in April at the Seventh Annual University Medical Center Brackenridge luncheon 
for his long-standing commitment to providing Austin with quality medical services.

Heidrick began practicing law in 1977 and currently works as an attorney at Graves, 
Dougherty, Hearon & Moody where he also serves as chairman of the firm’s board of 
directors. Heidrick holds, or has held, leadership positions in several local organiza-
tions, including the Shivers Cancer Foundation, Rebekah Baines Johnson Center and 
the United Way Capital Area organization. He began his term as chairman of the Aus-
tin Chamber of Commerce on Jan. 1.

What should Central Health do to reach a 
balance between its growth and budget?

What Central Health probably needs to 
do is increase its tax rate modestly [over 
the next two to three years]. It will need to 
carefully manage its expenses and probably 
cut some expenses. One of the big projects 
Central Health has pursued is the construc-
tion of a new clinic on Braker Lane, which 
had some controversy. When we open a 
clinic like that, we’re going to pull some 
patients from other clinics, and, at some 
point, we need to close some clinics that are 
not as efficient. You have to close things, 
and government organizations aren’t as 
good as they might be at closing things.

You mentioned the Braker Lane clinic. Do 
you think that was the right location?

I think the long-term answer is yes. I 
think we got the right results. It was an 
experiment we learned a lot from, since 
it was the first new facility that Central 
Health built. I don’t think in hindsight that 
we did as much work with the neighbor-
hood up front to anticipate a lot of issues 
that popped up … You learn as you go.

Do you support establishing a medical 
school in Austin? What challenges do you 
feel that initiative will present?

I definitely support it, and I think chal-
lenges abound … As usual, what comes 

down to every major project is dollars. To 
get it done, we’re going to have to raise 
some money for endowment, and we’ll 
have to find a source for operating dollars. 
What I keep hearing from UT is they are 
very confident that the endowment and 
the capital dollars can be found, but the 
operating dollars will be hard to come by. 
That’s where Central Health would come 
in to raise its tax rate and conceivably 
have some money to invest in the project.

In terms of a rail system, Travis County 
wants it developed while Williamson 
County thinks it’s too expensive. How 
can Austin engage Hays and Williamson 

counties in the rail conversation?
I think you’ve got to envision and start 

doing infrastructure now to serve a com-
munity that’s going to exist 35 to 40 years 
from now. We all are going to be part of a 
thing that’s very dynamic that’s called Cen-
tral Texas for now. I think you’ve also got to 
look at the triangle formed by Dallas, San 
Antonio and Houston, with Central Texas 
right in the middle … Whether you live 
in Williamson County or Travis County, 
we’re all in this together. We need to have 
the mentality where we’re happy a major 
employer comes into Williamson or Hays 
County … because those folks are going to 
drive the regional economy forward.
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Clarke Heidrick (left) answers questions from Community Impact Newspaper Publisher John Garrett.

Bill Engvall 
Celebrity Bowling 
Tournament

February 23, 2012
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes

Georgetown, TX

Tickets and information at

www.unitedway-wc.org

Honoring Janet Engvall McTigue and benefiting 

United Way of Williamson County 

Happy
Valentine’s

601 E. Whitestone Blvd. Cedar Park, TX  (512) 259-9430        CedarParkJewelry.com

C E D A R  P A R K  J E W E L R Y

Create
your own CUSTOM JEWELRY,
Let our professional design
team help you bring your 
imagination to life!

C E D A R  P A R K  J E W E L R Y

Buy
Engagement Rings,
previously enjoyed
ROLEX Watches, 
Estate Jewelry, 
Coins and GIA 
Certified Diamonds 
at a at a reasonable price.

your broken or 
unwanted gold, 
silver, platinum
and diamond 
jewelry or ROLEX
watches and coins
to get the mostto get the most
cash possible.

your broken jewelry and
watches with our in-
house  Jewelry Repair 
Team.Repair

Visit our showroom
or website today!Create the Jewelry YOU want.  Sell us the Jewelry you don’t.

Sell

Trust
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Benbrook Ranch
Leander – 78641

Build-out year: 2010

Builders: american Premiere Homes, Capital 
Pacific Homes, d.R. Horton

Square footage: 1,275–2,779

Home values: $79,479–$177,978

HOA dues (estimated): $35 per month

Amenities: Community pool, playground

Nearby attractions: H-e-B, Capital Metro rail 
and bus station, US 183

Property taxes:

City of Leander:    0.670420 
Williamson County:   0.457680 
austin Community College: 0.094800 
Williamson County FM/Rd: 0.030000 
Leander iSd: 1.499760 
Upper Brushy Creek: 0.020000

Total (per $100 value) ______________2.77266

Leander ISD schools:

• Plain elementary School
• Wiley Middle School
• Rouse High School

1010 Barclay Drive $149,000
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,007 sq. ft.
agent: John duke, Keller Williams Realty
228-2886

1000 S. Brook Drive $123,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,358 sq. ft.
agent: Lori Williams, Keller Williams Realty–RR
484-8108

1011 Clayton Drive $125,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,701 sq. ft.
agent: Carissa Ratliff, own texas Property
264-5544

909 Remington Drive $149,500
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,803 sq. ft.
agent: Valencia Key, Keller Williams Realty
296-3603

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900 | nason@nasoncompany.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

6 6 89

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

43 1,323/2,508 $92,500/$169,900

On the market  (As of Jan. 16, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Jan. 16, 2011–Jan. 16, 2012)

2243

old FM 2243
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W. Broade St.

183

H-E-B 
PlUS

Cedar Park

SUPERVISED HCG-FREE 
DIET PLANS 

• Homeopathic HCG-Free Blend Drops
• Adjustable Caloric Dietary Plans 
• Holistic Approach and Guidance

by N.D.’s
FREE 15 minute 

Personal Weight Loss 
Consultation

with a purchase 
of $25 or more

Not valid with other offers. Must present coupon. 
Expires 2/29/2012

Not valid with other offers. Must present coupon. 
Expires 2/29/2012

202 Walton Way #198, Cedar Park, TX 78613
Opposite Walmart

528-0130 • www.nwcedarpark.com

Bagdad Rd.

W. Whitestone Blvd.
Walton Way

183

• SIX AUSTIN AREA LOCATIONS •
See our website for store specials and location information.

CEDAR PARK • 2800 E. Whitestone Blvd.
HEB Shopping Center • 512-260-8566

www.tomlinsons.com

The pet store for people

who cherish their pets!

We’re local and in your neighborhood!

It’s easy living green.
1 2 3

Falcon Point 
Pflugerville

from the $180s

18801 Falcon Pointe Blvd

Teravista
Round Rock

from the $220s

4201 Grand Vista Blvd

Whitestone Oaks 
Cedar Park

from the $220s

1300 Rimstone Drive

It’s the good life. We build homes that use energy wisely, reduce your home’s eco 
footprint, minimize water consumption and help you breathe easier. 

$1,000 
We’ll give you an 
additional $1,000 
towards options 
or upgrades when 
you bring this ad!*

centerratx.com
*Additional $1,000 promotion is good on new contracts only. Must present ad in order to receive the 
promotion. Prices, plans, features and promotions are subject to change without notice. Cannot be 
combined with any other promotion including Hometown Heroes incentive. 
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Grand Haven Homes 
announces the second phase 
of its exclusive o� ering in 
Cap Rock ---a small, gated 
enclave of homes within the 
award winning master planned 
community of Crystal Falls. 
With long distance views, deep, 
canyon-fronting homesites, and 
lush tree cover, these limited 
opportunities are now available 
for discriminating buyers  who 
want fantastic views, � exible, 
life enhancing home designs, 
and beautiful golf course, 
greenbelt living.

“Phase Two homesites in Cap 
Rock are the perfect setting 
for our brand new home 
designs,” said Bob Kennedy of 
Grand Haven Homes. “� is 
exclusive o� ering will feature 
our innovative 2012 plans, 
incorporating � exible living 
space, bonus rooms that can be 
used for o�  ce space or adapted 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

to the homeowner’s specialized 
needs, as well as fully integrated 
outdoor spaces to complement 
the overall home design.”

Grand Haven Homes, 
Austin’s locally based signature 
homebuilder, is the exclusive 
builder for both phases of the 
Cap Rock community. Hand 
selected by Crystal Falls, Grand 
Haven Homes is known for its 
unique livable home designs 
and its dynamic growth in the 
Austin market. For the Grand 
Haven team, “cookie cutter” 
is out of the question; the 
company focuses on creating 
the best possible designs that 
are speci� cally personalized 
to buyers’ needs, integrated 
with architecturally distinctive 
exteriors and elegant, 
recognizable streetscapes. 

Cap Rock at Crystal Falls 
features not only spectacular 
Hill Country views, an 
extensive greenbelt, and some 
of the area’s best golf, but also 

a gated community built for a 
myriad of ages and lifestyles. 
Built on a large plateau and 
surrounded by cli� s and 
wooded landscapes, this enclave 
o� ers both privacy and serenity. 
Inspired by the lush setting, 
Grand Haven Homes has 
designed a variety of innovative 
� oor plans, designed to attract 
active adults and families 
alike with home designs that 
allow homeowners to simply 
live better. Unique to Grand 
Haven’s buyer process, their 
Lifezones™ concept allows 
buyers to personalize � oor plans 
to � t their speci� c lifestyle and 
desired home focus.

Perfect for family 
entertaining or an active 
“Boomer” on-the-go, Grand 
Haven Homes’ � oor plans 
meet the needs of a variety of 
generations.  From acreage 
estates, master bath spas, to 
outdoor kitchens and mud 
room showers designed to wash 

muddy paws, there’s something 
to inspire buyers of all ages with 
the Grand Haven Cap Rock 
collections. 

Pre-selling activities are 
underway in Phase 2 of Cap 
Rock at Crystal Falls, with a 
limited number of opportunities 
to create your Grand Haven 
Home with a spectacular view, 
nestled on the golf course - 
including some homesites as 
large as ¾ of an acre, ideal for 
your new Grand Haven home.  

The 6021 Residence at Cap Rock offers 4-5 bedrooms, 3.5-4 baths, game room, media room, 
sunroom, and rear balcony to optimize the views from Cap Rock’s spectacular home sites.

Experience the thoughtfully 
designed and built homes 
of Grand Haven Homes, in 
the exclusive new phase of 
Cap Rock at Crystal Falls. A 
limited number of homesites 
are available, so call Bob 
Kennedy now at 512-610-6800 
to learn more, or visit www.
GrandHavenHomes.net.

Your

HAS SOMETHING FOR     EVERYONEHHAASS SSSOOMMETHINGG FOORR      EEVERYOOONNE

OUTDOOR LIVING
LIFESTYLE AMENITIES

GROWING FAMILIES & ACTIVE ADUL
TS

FROM THE $290’S

TWO DISTINCT OFFERINGS,
ONE AMAZING COMMUNITY
• Featuring new home collections 
designed for growing families as 
well as innovative plans designed for 
Active Adult Living

• Gated community offering private 
homesites with views, situated on a 
plateau overlooking fairways 3-7 of 
the Crystal Falls Golf Course
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Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 11 3 64 149

$100,000–$149,900 146 29 73 105

$150,000–$199,900 103 59 84 83

$200,000–$299,900 66 120 114 83

$300,000–$399,900 38 23 119 83

$400,000–$499,900 22 12 123 97

$500,000–$749,900 19 3 171 204

$750,000–$999,900 2 4 95 75

$1 million + 1 1 266 112

Month

Number of homes for sale Number of homes for sale

CLN CLS CLN CLS

December 2011 62 57 $180,064 $205,210

December 2010 73 60 $181,189 $219,030

November 2011 52 62 $175,224 $214,948

October 2011 52 62 $186,952 $214,668

September 2011 86 57 $169,882 $245,603

August 2011 77 78 $168,099 $221,023

July 2011 62 71 $162,780 $233,208

June 2011 83 79 $170,300 $225,195

May 2011 65 58 $158,062 $225,150

On the market  (Dec. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900 | nason@nasoncompany.com

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, 
while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 1321 Butternut Place 3br/2ba $123,500 1,179 Dathon Aragon 257-9899 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 3203 Appennini Way 6br/3ba $549,000 4,919 Michelle Lee-Wilder 554-3976 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Breakaway 2502 Wildlife Run 4br/2ba $289,999 2,223 Priscilla Hanson 919-6406 Moreland Properties

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1719 Cattle Drive 4br/2ba $255,000 2,872 Carla Ramm 250-0550 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1710 Nelson Ranch 4br/2ba $259,000 3,080 Victoria Costello 917-4562 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1900 Nicholas Zane Drive 3br/3ba $266,990 2,344 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1923 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/3ba $276,026 2,913 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Coventry Crossing 2618 Byfield Drive 3br/2ba $102,000 1,694 James O’Donnell 917-2482 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills 1401 Royce Lane 3br/2ba $134,900 1,786 Carol Pease 721-6320 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Mill 2829 Little Elm Trail 4br/3ba $218,000 2,856 Robin Curle 633-3011 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1021 Savanna Lane 4br/2ba $249,999 3,110 Tim Gigliotti 826-3691 Austin City Living

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 2301 Drue Lane 3br/2ba $146,000 1,863 Sherry Scales 925-8928 HomeNet Realty

78613 Cedar Park High Meadows 502 Yaupon Cove 3br/2ba $124,900 1,632 Tom Ellis 458-3730 Austin Real Pros, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Park Place 203 Kings Canyon Drive 3br/2ba $123,500 1,326 Laurel Brown 801-8694 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Quarry Oaks 700 Prize Oaks Drive 3br/2ba $165,000 1,569 Terri Vaclavik 775-4664 Private Label Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 227 Dakota Drive 3br/2ba $304,329 2,219 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 4200 Thoroughbred Trail 5br/4ba $461,412 4,332 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 4202 Thoroughbred Trail 5br/4ba $438,547 3,980 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 207 Brangus Drive 5br/4ba $531,900 4,052 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 4122 Remington Road 4br/4ba $538,900 4,052 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 3803 Longhorn Acres St. 4br/3ba $295,000 3,283 Gregory Doering 439-3600 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 106 Buckshot Way 4br/2ba $314,000 3,346 Larry Lewis 637-8455 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 403 Bluff Point Bend 5br/4ba $545,564 4,059 Stacy Mansoor 589-8311 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 207 Shorthorn St. 4br/3ba $425,000 3,794 Terri Romere 431-5435 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 3902 Simon Ridge Court 4br/3ba $399,990 3,681 Donald Groff 669-5599 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 509 Pebblestone Walk Drive 4br/2ba $259,900 3,111 Gail Buquoi 913-9148 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park The Estates At Brushy Creek 402 Bluff View Road 4br/3ba $547,793 3,981 Stacy Mansoor 589-8311 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2105 Tattler Drive 5br/4ba $359,900 3,989 Knolly Williams 206-0060 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2509 Guara Drive 4br/3ba $328,500 3,325 Rocky Breon 577-2678 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2313 Birchington Drive 6br/4ba $489,900 4,566 Steven Senter 761-5047 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2607 Terlingua Drive 4br/2ba $314,000 3,105 Adrian Grabe 517-4502 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2611 Moray Lane 5br/4ba $399,900 3,365 Diane Bennett 751-0664 Prudential Texas Realty

78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1506 Cedar Park Drive 4br/3ba $170,000 2,183 Suman Khisty 577-1224 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2001 Singing Hills 4br/2ba $245,500 2,767 Kathy Deeny 461-9590 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2002 Starr Pass 5br/2ba $280,000 3,602 Nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Briggs 20901 Lindeman 4br/4ba $699,000 4,580 Dave Murray 751-6060 Coldwell Banker United Realtors

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2824 Granite Hill Cove 5br/3ba $263,865 2,800 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1908 Long Bow Drive 5br/4ba $449,938 4,136 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2213 Traditions Court 5br/4ba $519,761 4,197 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 2024 Granite Hill Drive 5br/3ba $269,527 2,800 Ryan France 773-3493 StoneHaven Realty

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

2618 Byfield Drive, Cedar Park  $102,000

4122 Remington Road, Cedar Park $538,900

2509 Guara Drive, Cedar Park $328,500

2002 Starr Pass, Leander $280,000

2301 Drue Lane, Cedar Park $146,000
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ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

ReaL eState

Property Listings

15282 Faubion, Leander $375,000

250 Honeycomb Mesa, Leander $339,000

604 Ranchero Road, Leander $115,650

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/13/11 and 01/18/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

78641 Leander Cypress Acres 14233 FM 2769 2br/1ba $299,000 1,226 Xuan Le 773-6934 J.B. Goodwin Realtors

78641 Leander Dunkley 1080 CR 271 4br/4ba $524,900 3,501 Amelia Washington 636-3695 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Estates North Creek Ranch 604 Ranchero Road 4br/2ba $115,650 1,709 Pamela Buske 704-4672 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1420 Mirador 4br/4ba $376,000 3,378 Priscilla Hanson 919-6406 Moreland Properties

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1304 Ventana Canyon 4br/3ba $421,400 3,065 Tina Mallach 587-9127 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1203 High Lonesome 7br/5ba $999,950 7,671 Karen McCarty 345-1030 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1410 Roaring Fork 5br/3ba $599,950 4,942 Lisa Billingsley 848-6888 Crystal Falls Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1101 High Lonesome 4br/3ba $450,000 3,244 Kiersty Lombar 439-3696 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78641 Leander Hamilton 250 Honeycomb Mesa 3br/2ba $339,000 2,446 Brenda Dismuke 228-2651 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1913 Alamo Bound 5br/4ba $497,950 5,447 Terry Miller 431-4663 Stanberry & Associates

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1915 Alamo Bound 5br/4ba $529,950 5,544 Terry Miller 431-4663 Stanberry & Associates

78641 Leander Indian Point 14514 Pocohontas Trail 2br/2ba $280,000 4,176 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78641 Leander Lake Travis 8015 Sharon Road 5br/5ba $4,999,000 9,107 Fred Meyers 517-2300 Austin City Living

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2716 Costa Azul Cove 5br/3ba $205,000 2,611 Rodney Rodriguez 300-4445 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2806 Stirrup Cove 3br/2ba $212,000 2,379 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78641 Leander North Rim 17705 North Rim Drive 4br/3ba $337,500 3,294 Tate Chiles 305-3720 e-Executive Realty

78641 Leander Roundmountain Oaks 15282 Faubion 5br/4ba $375,000 3,868 Kevin Karos 744-4167 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Summerlyn 145 Hoot Owl 4br/3ba $198,999 3,109 Pamela Buske 704-4672 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Summerlyn 125 Inca Dove Lane 4br/2ba $162,005 2,570 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 1605 Encino Drive 4br/3ba $210,000 2,838 Jon Grubb 294-6950 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 619 Alta Vista Drive 3br/2ba $179,990 1,629 Kenneth Gezella 882-4269 Gatehouse Properties

78717 Austin Avery Brookside 10700 Roy Butler Drive 4br/3ba $560,000 4,295 Susan Truair 691-6957 Coldwell Banker United Realtors

78717 Austin Avery Estates 10216 Fossmoor St. 5br/4ba $524,900 4,195 Edward Askelson 656-2542 Prudential Texas Realty

STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Terra Cotta

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the 
Better Business Bureau

We Use IICRC Recommended 
Environmentally Friendly Products

S

Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

Before After

p h y s i o l o g i s t i x
Speed Power Strength Functional  Corrective Conditioning  Stabilization 
Endurance Lose Weight Burn Fat Tone Muscle Get in Shape Core Busters  
Proper Nutrition Cardiovascular TRX Suspension

www.physiologistix.com     (512) 560-0628

Perseverance is not a long race; it is 
many short races one after another.  
  ~Walter Elliott

Professional
Certified
Personal 
Trainers

Offering Elite 1-on-1 Instruction • NO CONTRACTS!

F ITNESS BOOTCAMP. 
F U N  F R I E N D LY  E N V I R O N M E N T !

15% OFF 
any package in the month 
of February

Buy one get one 

50% off 
of equal or lesser value



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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EXPERT HEALTHCARE, EXPERTLY LOCATED

The newest Scott & White clinic 
is now open in Leander. 

Scott & White Clinic – Leander provides 
immediate access to the primary and specialty 
care you and your family deserve.

NOW OPEN!
1007 South US Highway 183
Leander, TX

On-site specialties will include:
• Family medicine
• Physical therapy

Available late February:
• Cardiology
• Lab services
• Orthopedics
• Podiatry
• X-ray

clinics.sw.org

Call to make an appointment:

512-260-4900
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