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New house seat investigated
United States Department of Justice is 
looking into WilCo’s new house district’s 
impact on minority voters
impactnews.com

 Lotus Garden | 23
Family-run Chinese restaurant tailors 
meals to meet customers’ needs 

Capital 100 Club | 33 
Local branch of the nonprofit organization 

helps first responders and their families

By Victor O’Brien
Rising costs compelled Cedar Park 

and Leander city staff to take cautious 
approaches to the 2011–12 budget, which 
resulted in no tax rate increase in Cedar 
Park and a 2 cent property tax rate 
increase in Leander.

The two cities reported slight revenue 
increases, but Leander added 2 cents to 
its tax rate to relieve pressure on rising 
water utility rates. Cedar Park kept last 
year’s tax rate as it tries to position itself 
well for future growth and rising fuel 
and occupancy utility costs. The increase 
kept Leander’s tax rate among the high-
est in the area while Cedar Park stayed 

Increased 
expenses limit 
cities’ budgeting
Leander adds 2 cents to 
its property tax rate

in the middle.
Cedar Park city staff avoided working 

many additions into the budget because 
of revenue constraints spurred by less-
than-expected increases in property 
and sales tax collections. The increases 
occurred at a time when the cost of fuel 
and occupancy utility costs have also 
increased expenses, Cedar Park Finance See Budgets | 13

See LCRA | 11
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LCRA announces it intends to sell 
32 systems as one package deal

Leander files suit to prevent Sandy Creek 
WTP from being sold to a private company

Leander submits a final bid  
for Sandy Creek WTP

LCRA accepts Leander’s bid and starts 
final sale process

LCRA expected to finalize the sale  
of Sandy Creek to Leander

The road to buying
SAndy CReek WTP

by Macy Hurwitz
Leander signed a purchase 

agreement for Sandy Creek 
Water Treatment Plant on Oct. 
14, following almost a full year of 
angling to purchase the facility.

According to city officials, 
this means Leander residents 
are avoiding the possibility of 
having a private contractor 
run the facility and increasing 
rates in the future. Leander will 
pay $36.6 million for the facil-
ity, but officials say ownerhsip 
will allow the city to  charge 
its approximately 9,000 water 

Officials say purchase will offset some future water rate increases

City of Leander to purchase Sandy Creek  
Water Treatment Plant for $36 million

customers at cost.
“We figure we could save a 

significant amount of money,” 
Interim City Manager Robert 
Powers said.

Those savings would come 
from avoiding overhead and 
administrative costs Leander 
has been paying to LCRA. How-
ever, Leander will not get to keep 
any revenue LCRA took in while 
operating the plant. 

Leander has been working 
toward the goal of purchasing 
Sandy Creek WTP since LCRA 
announced its intention to sell the 

water and wastewater treatment 
facility as a package deal along 
with 31 other systems in Novem-
ber 2010. Leander officials were 
not always convinced LCRA 
would sell the facility to the city, 
so the city filed a lawsuit earlier 
this year.

“(The lawsuit) has not been 
dropped, but it’s a condition 
upon closing that we would drop 
it,” Powers said.

LCRA declined to comment on 
the issue of selling the facilities.

Cedar Park Leander

+ $36/year

ProPerty
Avg. Home vAlue tAx rAtes

2010 $161,924  $0.65042*

TOTAL:                                    $1,053

2011 $162,514  $0.67042*

TOTAL:   $1,089

Projected tax bill to increase for average homeowners

+ $10/year

ProPerty
Avg. Home vAlue  tAx rAtes

2010 $187,576 $0.493501*

TOTAL:                                       $925

2011 $189,506     $0.493501*

TOTAL:  $935

Source: City of Cedar Park, City of Leander

Director Josh Selleck said.
Cedar Park kept a property tax rate of 

$0.493501 per $100 valuation. The stable 
tax rate means an increase for the average 
homeowner of about $10, resulting from 
average home values increasing by $1,930.

“Because the economy kind of 
stagnated to some extent, this year’s 
budget looks very much like last year’s,” 

Councilman Lowell Moore said. “There’s 
not a lot of new money ... There wasn’t a 
lot we could do beyond the things we had 
planned already.”

The slight increase in property tax 
revenues occurred because many new 
properties were added to tax rolls, 
Selleck said. 

* per $100 valuation

Source: LCRA, City of Leander
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who
what
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in  an  emergency
make   your   choices   before   AN   emergencY   happens

512-341 -6428    |     STDAVIDS.COM/TRAUMA

You never know when an emergency can happen; be prepared before 

it does. St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center’s “Who-What-Where 

Emergency Information Kit” lets EMS know about you and your choices, 

in case you can’t. We treat more emergencies than any other hospital 

in Williamson County and have Trauma Surgeons in-house 24/7. For the 

highest level of emergency and trauma care for the most critically injured  

patients, choose the name you can trust.

Visit our website to order your free kit.

Connect with us on-line at  
stdavids.com/connect

1034_10_RRMC_Trauma_10.75x13_rev.indd   1 10/26/10   1:00 PM
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This issue’s calendar is 
packed, as is my personal 
calendar. The first round 
of holiday decorations are 
already out of the box at my 
house, along with candles 

giving off the delicious aroma of freshly 
baked pumpkin pie. I already made my first 
visit to a pumpkin patch, and my family 
and I carved some of our best pumpkins 
yet. I’ll be making another trip closer to 
Halloween so we can carve pumpkins 
to put by the door to welcome trick-or-
treaters. 

I am looking forward to the Leander Fire 
Department’s Fall Fun Festival on Oct. 22, 
where my son will blend in quite easily in 
his firefighter costume. It will be interesting 
to see his reaction to the haunted house, 
another Halloween tradition of which I 
am a huge fan. Will he get the fun of being 
scared, or will he sit it out with his dad, the 
Scrooge of haunted houses. Community 

Impact Newspaper is sponsoring this event 
through our Community Impact Cares 
program to help raise money for area fire 
victims who I hope are still in everyone’s 
thoughts. Community Impact Cares is 
committed to supporting communities 
during times of need.

Another highly anticipated event is the 
dedication for the Cedar Park Veterans 
Memorial to be held Saturday, Nov. 12 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at which the monument 
honoring members of the armed forces will 
be unveiled. I know my entire family will 
enjoy watching an Air Force flyover and 
will join the crowd to honor our veterans. 
If you are ever lacking something to do, let 
our calendar on Page 6 be your guide.

Traci Rodriguez
trodriguez@impactnews.com
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Reader Feedback

Cedar Park considers cap on pets 
to reduce animal hoarding
more.impactnews.com/14787

“True hoarding is rare. This is a case of a draconian law 
that will affect more good, responsible pet owners than 
people it was intended to target. Hoarding is a mental 
disorder and a law is unlikely to prevent it. There are other 
tools to deal with hoarding, including anti-cruelty and 
nuisance laws. It’s a bad law.” 

—Lindy

Reader Poll

The location of Rockhold Karate, Impact No. 13 on Page 
5, is incorrect. Rockhold Karate is relocating to the 
northwest corner of FM 1431 and Lakeline Boulevard at 
1075 N. Lakeline Blvd. 

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 6

Did you know Lakeline Mall is       
under Austin’s jurisdiction?
Yes

55%
No

45%
Total votes: 122
To take this poll and see results, visit www.impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park.

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com

2011 NNA Awards
Community Impact Newspaper earned 11 awards at the 
National Newspaper Association’s Annual Convention Sept. 
24. The NNA is made up of more than 2,400 community 
newspapers. The Better Newspaper Contest and The Better 
Newspaper Advertising Contest recognize achievement in 
writing, advertising and design. This year Community Impact 
Newspaper was awarded:

Best newspaper Website, first place, 
impactnews.com 

Best Business Story, first place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition 

Best education/Literacy Story, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition 

Best Business Story, third place, 
Tomball/Magnolia edition

Best Business Story, honorable mention, 
Northwest Houston edition

Best Small-Page Ad, first place, 
Northwest Houston edition 

Best Small-Page Ad, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Best Use of Ad Color, third place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Best Use of Ad Color, honorable mention, 
Northwest Houston edition

excellence in Typography, first place, 
Central Austin edition

Best Use of Color, third place, 
Cedar Park/Leander edition

www.austinurgentcare.com
Mon-Sat 8a-8p  • Sun 9a-5p   •  10625 W Parmer Suite D400

Health care when YOU need it!

512.733.9400512.733.9400

• Physician always on site to treat 
  patients. 
• Online paperwork for faster check-in.
• On site x-ray for prompt evaluation of 
  possible sprains and breaks.
• Extended hours work with YOUR 
  schedule.

MM

O� ering

FLU SHOTS
for $25  12 years and up.

Also, ask about our
care savings card!
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4  Austin Shoe Fitters Inc. opened its 
second Austin location in Lakeline Mall, 
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. D01A, 
Cedar Park. The full-service sit and fit 
shoe store celebrated its grand opening 
Oct. 15. The store specializes in brand-
name comfort shoes in a variety of sizes 
and focuses on customer service.  
996-9304, www.theshoeplanet.com

Iris Ribble became a local adviser for  
lia sophia jewelry in August, serving 
Leander, Austin, Cedar Park and Round 
Rock. Lia sophia offers gold, silver, mixed 
metal and costume jewelry. Ribble is avail-
able to showcase the jewelry by  
appointment. 254-624-5360, 
www.liasophia.com/irisribble

Bess Newton’s new online boutique,  
Miskata, opened in early September. The 
site offers fashion accessories, designer 
handbags and jewelery. Email  
bess@miskata.com for questions.  
http://shop.miskata.com

Executive Director Diko Maybalian 
founded the nonprofit IT services com-
pany Technology For Good. The business 
is based in Maybalian’s home and serves 
for-profit small, medium and large busi-
nesses in Central Texas. The company puts 
any revenue generated toward bringing 
technology resources to nonprofits and 
underserved organizations and communi-
ties. Open Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.  
428-8985, Twitter: @TFGAustin, 
www.technologyforgood.org
 
Kathryn Irey and Marilyn Galbreath 
started Downsizing Designs in Septem-
ber, specializing in moving, design and 
relocation for seniors. The home-based 
business helps senior citizens and their 
family members with packing, unpacking, 
planning, cleaning out and setting up new 
homes, as well as interior design, residen-
tial space planning, staging and oversee-
ing movers and other professionals. The 
business serves clients by appointment in 
Cedar Park, Leander, Northwest Austin 
and Georgetown. 968-8849 or 577-9155, 
www.downsizingdesigns.com

Now Open

1  Torchy’s Tacos opened its doors  
Sept. 30 in the Plaza Volente shopping 
center near H-E-B at 11521 RR 620, 
Ste. 1000, Austin. Torchy’s serves tacos, 
including its green chile pork and fried 
avocado, as well as breakfast tacos. This is 
the eigth Austin location. 381-8226,   
www.torchystacos.com
 

2  Taking over the space of the now-
closed sushi restaurant Hayashi, Takara 
Sushi and Asian Bistro serves sushi, 
Japanese and Korean food. The new 
Asian eatery opened Sept. 7 at 1335 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-140, Cedar Park. 
Open Tue.–Fri. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sat–Sun. 
noon–10 p.m. 528-5449 

3  Brothers Rob and Mike Elling opened 
Flippin’ Burgers, 202 Walton Way,  
Ste. 150, Cedar Park, on Sept. 24. The 
restaurant serves homemade fries, 
onion rings, hand-spun milkshakes and 
flat-griddle burgers. Flippin’ Burgers 
marinates its meat for 12–24 hours before 
grinding it in-house. Open Mon.–Sat.  
11 a.m.–9 p.m. 528-5413
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Takara Sushi and Asian Bistro opened Sept. 7 
at the 1890 Ranch Shopping Center. Pictured are 
Manager Lindsay Tanner (left) and Linda Nguyen.  

Brothers Mike (left) and Rob Elling marinate and 
grind meat in-house for their burgers at Flippin’ 
Burgers. The restaurant also features a chicken 
thigh sandwich and hand-spun milkshakes.

Expansion

5  Mexican food restaurant El Patron 
Restaurant and Cantina, 700 E. Whites-
tone Blvd., Ste. 206, Cedar Park, has added 
an ultralounge experience on Saturdays 
featuring DJs, bottle service and a special 
happy hour. The ultralounge experience is 
limited to guests 21 years of age and older 
on the outdoor patio. The ultralounge 
experience begins Saturdays at 10 p.m. 
259-8840, www.elpatronrestaurants.com

Coming Soon

6  Mexican fast food chain Qdoba plans 
to open a restaurant at 1445 E. Whites-
tone Blvd., Ste. 200, Cedar Park, in the 
1890 Ranch Shopping Center in March 
or April 2012. It will be the third location 
in the Austin area, serving food ranging 
from tacos and burritos to nachos and  
quesadillas. Twitter: @qdobamexgrill, 
www.qdoba.com

7  Brent Hammond plans to open Arrow 
Point Assisted Living in June 2012 at 
1201 Arrow Point Drive, Cedar Park, 
providing assisted living care for resi-
dents with dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
The planned facility, operated by Colinas 
Healthcare, will house 64 residents and 
partner with Coro Health for a new music 
therapy program. 306-0018

Closings

8  R&J Resale Shop closed its doors to 
the public Sept. 14. R&J co-owner Ryan 
Tunnicliffe said he will not be selling any 
items at the store formerly located at  
303 N. US 183, Leander, but will continue 
to operate as a home-based auction ser-
vices business. (512) 887-0001

9  International Bancshares Corp. will 
close 55 of its smaller bank branches, 
including one in Leander located in the 
H-E-B Plus at 651 N. US 183, and one in 
Cedar Park at the H-E-B located at 170 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park. A repre-
sentative from IBC said the bank listened 

to input from its customers and has 
decided to close branches to control costs 
rather than get rid of free checking and 
free debit card services. The branches will 
close Dec. 28.

New Ownership

10  Caddyshack Bar & Grill, located at 
2011 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park, was 
purchased by Jae Woo in July. The sports 
bar features eight televisions for watching 
sports, including the NFL Sunday Ticket. 
Open Mon.–Thu. 4 p.m.–midnight;  
Fri. 2 p.m.–midnight; Sat. noon–1 a.m.; 
Sun. 1 p.m.–midnight. 331-7466

Relocations

11  Hancock Fabrics relocated its store 
from 13450 Research Blvd., Austin, to 
11066 Pecan Park Blvd., Cedar Park, on 
Aug. 23. The fabrics store also has a craft 
section and sells sewing machines, sup-
plies and home decor items. 258-1668,  
www.hancockfabrics.com

12  Finding a permanent home after 
previously meeting at Cox Elementary 
School in Cedar Park, Rockbridge 
Church recently moved to a new loca-
tion at 2001 W. New Hope Road in Cedar 
Park. Sunday worship times are 9:30 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. The church is led by pas-
tor Wade Killough and is celebrating its 
third year as an organization. Rockbridge 
Church is also launching two new youth 
programs for middle school and high 
school students. 260-0900, 
www.rockbridgelife.com

In the News

13  The Texas Stars—the American 
Hockey League affiliate of National 
Hockey League team the Dallas Stars— 
has unveiled a secondary logo intended 
to help team branding. The new design 
was developed by the Texas Stars market-
ing department in conjunction with the 
official equipment provider of the Texas 
Stars, Reebok. The home of the Texas 

Stars is the Cedar Park Center, located 
at 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park. 
467-8277, www.texasstarshockey.com

In the Community

Bin There Dump That Mini Disposal & 
Environmental Services began opera-
tions in the Greater Austin area Sept. 15. 
The franchise offers pickup and removal 
of any waste municipal trash handlers do 
not take, taking care not to damage drive-
ways, with rentable bins from 4 to  
20 yards in length. 921-0900,  
www.austindumpsterrental.org

Co-founders Clif Haley, Carson Barker 
and Charles Haggas launched  
Appspire.me on Sept. 26 to meet the 
needs of startups, agencies and app devel-
opers with packaged marketing deals. The 
web-based app marketing company com-
bines in-app advertising, online reviews, 
pay-per-click services, content writing and 
social media strategies in monthly, one-
time, advertising and launch packages.  
485-3016 ext. 1446, www.appspire.me

Austin Shoe Fitters’ Area Manager Mario Sorola practices shoe fitting on customer Patrick Zschoche at the 
full-service sit and fit shoe store in Lakeline Mall.

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
Email lcpnews@impactnews.com.
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Compiled by Victor O’Brien and Macy Hurwitz
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Said Soubra, MD
Harsh Babbar, MD
Shantanu Naik, MD

Oakmont Business Park

512-986-7765
1464 East Whitestone Blvd. 

Building 6, Ste. 601

Cedar Park, Texas 78613

State of the art Sleep Center providing: 

• Comprehensive evaluation of 
 

all sleep disorders

• Initial Evaluation; Night time
 

sleep study and follow up by

Expert Sleep Physicians
 

American Academy of Sleep Medicine accredited

Clinic and Sleep Center
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29 “Howl-o-Ween” Adoption Event at  
Humane Society of Williamson County 
‘Howl-o-Ween’ adoption event
Give a dog or cat a forever home and 
celebrate “Howl-o-Ween” with the Humane 
Society of Williamson County. The party 
this year has a superhero theme. Attendees 
who dress up like a superhero may adopt an 
animal from the shelter free of charge, but 
those who don’t dress up still receive the 
reduced rate of $25. HSWC has a bounce 
house, pumpkin painting, photos with 
superheroes and vendors for families to enjoy. 
11 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • Humane Society 
of Williamson County, 10930 Crystal Falls 
Parkway, Leander 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

Second Annual benefit team roping and 
silent auction 
For the second year in a row, area ropers will 
participate in a team roping competition to 
benefit Leander’s Open My World Therapeutic 
Riding Center, which improves the quality of 
life for children with special needs involving 
physical, mental and emotional disabilities. 
Participants in the team roping competition 
get three chances at a cash prize, and buckles 
are awarded to winners. Ropers may register 
on the day of the event. There is a silent 
auction and other activities for spectators. 
9 a.m.–noon • WCSP Arena, 415 E. Morrow 
St., Georgetown • 259-6665  
www.openmyworld.org 
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CALENDAR

November
5 Williamson County Historic 
Courthouse Centennial Celebration
Williamson County marks its historic 
courthouse’s 100 years of existence with a 
birthday bash celebrating the heritage and 
culture of Williamson County. Submit names 
of people, businesses and organizations in 
the county celebrating 100 years in 2011 or 
before by Nov. 1 in order to have the names 
read at the event. The Round Rock Symphony 
Orchestra also performs. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.  
Free • 710 S. Main St., Georgetown  
943-1663 • www.wilco.org

         Worth the trip

5 Viva Las Vegas Casino Night for 
Literacy
Gamble for a good cause at the Literacy 
Council of Williamson County’s casino 
night, which raises funds for adult literacy. 
In addition to the casino games and prizes, 
there is food, a cash bar, a silent auction and a 
possible cameo by “Elvis.” • 7:30 p.m.– 
10:30 p.m. • $30 • Allen R. Baca Center,  
301 W. Bagdad Road, Building 2, Round Rock  
869-0497 • www.literacycouncil-wc.org 

Oct. 21–22
By Macy Hurwitz

Experience the fun of the fall season with the Cedar Park Fall Festival at YMCA Camp Twin 
Lakes. There is live music, carnival games, inflatables, hayrides, crafts, costume contests, a 
climbing tower, a super slide, a cookie walk, a pumpkin patch and pumpkin painting for those 
who choose to purchase a pumpkin. For an extra fee, those attending the festival may take 
part in a dunking booth, hamster balls, haunted house, zip line, petting zoo and boxing arena. 
Concessions are available for purchase as well. • Fri. 6–11 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–11 p.m. • Free 
(3 years old and younger), $6 per day in advance, $8 per day at the gate • Twin Lakes YMCA, 
204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org
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Family-friendly activities abound at the Fall Festival at Twin Lakes YMCA. Some activities come with 
the price of admission and others require an additional fee. 

Fall Festival at Twin Lakes
Leander Firehouse of Horror
The Leander Fire Department’s new training 
tower is transformed into a tower of terror 
as part of the Fall Fun Festival. Non-scary 
activities are available as well, including 
carnival games. • 7 p.m.–midnight • Tickets 
for games and concessions are 25 cents 
per ticket • Leander Fire Department, 101 E. 
Sonny Drive, Leander • gpetty@leandertx.gov

Texas Stars ‘Pink in the Rink’
The Texas Stars’ annual “Pink in the Rink” 
event benefits Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
and the Cedar Park Regional Medical Center. 
The Texas Stars are donating $2 from every 
individual and group ticket sold for the game 
against the Peoria Rivermen. The team is also 
wearing pink-themed jerseys and is holding a 
silent auction to sell the game-worn jerseys.   
7 p.m. • Tickets $10–$60 • Cedar Park Center, 
2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park  
467-8277 • www.texasstarshockey.com

Concert in the Park
Don’t Tell Debbie, a cover band playing hits 
from the 1960s to the present day, plays 
at Elizabeth Milburn Park. Lawn chairs and 
blankets are welcome, as are picnics, and 
concertgoers may purchase food concessions 
at the park. Glass containers are prohibited.  
7–9 p.m. • Free • Elizabeth Milburn Park,  
1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5500  
www.cedarparktx.us 

22–24 Friends of the Cedar Park 
Public Library book and bake sale
The Friends of the Cedar Park Public Library is 
holding a used book sale to raise money to go 
toward enhanced services, technology, book 
collection and programs at the Cedar Park 
Public Library. There are more than 12,000 
items to choose from—including children’s 
and adult fiction, nonfiction, DVDs and CDs—
and a wide variety of baked goods. Oct. 22,  
9 a.m.–4 p.m.; Oct. 23, 1–4 p.m.;  
Oct. 24, 9 a.m.–noon • Free • Cedar Park 
Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar 
Park • 401-5600 • www.cedarparktx.us

23 Van Cliburn medalist recital
The Georgetown Symphony Society presents 
Yakov Kasman, silver medalist in the 10th 
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition. 
Kasman performs works by Bach, 
Tchaikovsky, Prokofiev, Schumann
and Stravinsky. There is a free pre-concert 
lecture at 3:15 p.m. by Dr. Ellsworth
Peterson in the Little Theatre. • 4 p.m.  
$25 (premium), $20 (general), $5 (students),
Georgetown High School PAC,   
2211 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 864-9591 
www.gsstx.org

Holy Family Catholic School Fall Festival
Holy Family Catholic School hosts a 
celebration of the season featuring food, 
games, a petting zoo, pumpkin patch, bingo, 
hayrides, barbecue and a Texas Hold’ em 
tournament. • 10:30 a.m.–6 p.m. • Free • Holy 
Family Catholic School, 9400 Neenah Ave., 
Cedar Park • 246-4455 
www.holyfamilycs.org

28 Nightmare on Little Elm Street
Hill Country Bible Church will host its annual 
Halloween outreach for high school students, 
providing a safe, drug- and alcohol-free 
place to have fun and celebrate Halloween. 
Admission includes food and beverages.  
9:30 p.m.–1 a.m. • $15 • Hill Country Bible 
Church, 12124 N. RR 620, Austin • 336-4369  
jjessat@hcbc.com • www.hcbc.com

october
21 Movies in the Park: ‘Nanny McPhee 
Returns’
The Leander Parks and Recreation 
Department screens the family-friendly film 
“Nanny McPhee Returns” at Robin Bledsoe 
Park. The movie starts at dusk, and attendees 
are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, 
blankets and picnics. Friendly, leashed pets 
are welcome, but glass and alcohol are not 
allowed. • 7:45–10:15 p.m. • Free • Robin 
Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander  
528-9909 • www.leandertx.gov

21–31 Cedar Park First United 
Methodist Church Pumpkin Patch
Pick out the perfect pumpkin at Cedar Park 
FUMC’s annual pumpkin patch. There will be 
pumpkins of all shapes and sizes.   
1:30–7 p.m. • Prices vary • Cedar Park First 
United Methodist Church, 600 W. Park St., 
Cedar Park • 335-9540 • www.cpfumc.org

Pumpkin Patch at Twin Lakes YMCA
Area residents can choose from a variety 
of pumpkins at Twin Lakes YMCA’s annual 
pumpkin patch. There are pumpkins ranging 
from miniature in size all the way up to more 
than 15 pounds. Pumpkins for cooking are 
available as well. • Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–noon and 
4–7 p.m.; Sat. 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m; Sun.  
12:30 p.m.–3:30 p.m. • 50 cents–$12  
Twin Lakes YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, 
Cedar Park • 250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

22 Harvest Hugs Blood Drive
Those who donate blood at the Cedar Park 
Farmers Market can save lives, earn money 
toward medical bills for two community 
members, and be registered to win an HP 
tablet computer and other prizes. Each blood 
donation will contribute $10 to help defray 
medical costs for Paul Young, who lost his legs 
and one of his arms in a train accident, and Tim 
Huynh, who is fighting leukemia.  
9 a.m.–1 p.m. • Free • Lakeline Mall parking lot, 
11300 Lakeline Mall Drive, Austin  
363-5700 • www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com

Williamson County GREAT STRIDES 
5K walk
Teams made up of family, friends and 
co-workers will walk to support the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation. Aside from the walk, 
there will be activities for children, music and 
food available for attendees. • 9 a.m. • Free to 
walk, donations accepted • Elizabeth Milburn 
Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park   
338-1744 • www.cff.org/great_strides/aboutgs/
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Live music in November

Cedar Park Farms to Market
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Austin • Saturday rain or shine
9 a.m.–1 p.m., 363-5700,  
www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com
Oct. 22 Nefesh
   29 JP and the Zydeco Angels
Nov.   5  Smith and Co.
   12 Jackie Bristow

The Dig Pub
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • Thursdays and Fridays 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays 
996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com
Oct.  21 Karen Chisholm
   22 Jim Nosler (show at 1 p.m.)
   28 The Detentions
Nov. 11 Mark Craven
   18 Chrome Wheels

J.T.’s Sports Grille and Billiards
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Ste. 130 
Fridays and Saturdays 10 p.m.–2 a.m. 
331-2091
Oct. 21 Tony D. 
   22 Dave Massey
   28 Dave Massey (show at 6 p.m.)
   29 Double or Nothing
Nov.    4 The Detentions (show at 6 p.m.)
     5 Mighty Pelicans
   12 Dave Massey

The Post Beer Bar
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park  
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 258-2434  
www.thepostbeerbar.com
Oct. 22 The Glen Collins Band
   29 Chrome Wheels
Nov.   5  The Glen Collins Band

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, 
Cedar Park • Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. 
260-2060 • www.shootersbilliards.net
Oct. 22 Sam Riggs Band
   29 Video Vamp
Nov.  5 Capital Suspects
   12 Suede
   19 Sam Riggs Band

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
11416 N. RR 620, Austin • Wednesdays 
and Fridays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 401-2060  
www.shootersbilliards.net
Oct. 21 Sprung
   26 Montana Max (show at 8:30 p.m.)
   28 Capital Suspects
Nov.  4 LC Rocks (at 9:30 p.m.)
   11 Video Vamp
   18 Suede

Spotlight Karaoke and Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • Every other Friday 9 p.m.–1 a.m. 
259-3838 • www.spotlightkaraokebar.com
Oct. 28 The Newsboyz
Nov. 11 Capital Suspects

True Grits Texas Bar and Grill
18645 FM 1431, Jonestown • Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. • 267-4749 
www.truegritsgrill.com
Oct. 21 Vinson and Friends
   22 John Pierre and the Zydeco Angels
   28 The Mighty Pelicans
Nov. 4 Marty Linville
   5 Fond Kaiser, Little White and Los  

     Kickers
  11 The Jennifer B. Band

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/central-texas/calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Cedar Park Center calendar
Oct. 21 “So You Think You Can Dance” Tour,  
7 p.m., tickets are $37, $47, $57

 22 Texas Stars vs. Peoria Rivermen, 7 p.m.

 29 Bassnectar, 6:30 p.m.,  
tickets are $35 or $126

 Nov. 3 Texas Stars vs. Toronto Marlies, 
7:30 p.m.

5 Paul Simon with Punch Brothers, 8 p.m., 
tickets are $46–$320

11 Texas Stars vs. Abbotsford Heat, 7 p.m.

12 Texas Stars vs. Abbotsford Heat, 6 p.m.

Visit www.cedarparkcenter.com for more 
information on events at the Cedar Park 
Center or www.texasstarshockey.com for 
further details on Texas Stars games.

6 Cars and Coffee
Italian cars from manufacturers such as 
Abarth, Alfa Romeo, Ferrari, Fiat, Lamborghini, 
Lancia and Maserati are featured at the 
November Cars and Coffee in Leander’s Old 
Town. Automobile enthusiasts are invited 
to attend the free, noncompetitive, come-
and-go event. Exhibitors park their vehicles 
throughout Old Town, but preferred parking is 
given to vehicles fitting the month’s theme.  
11 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • 200 W. Willis St., 
Leander • www.carsandcoffee.info

11–12 Angels Among Us Bazaar
Cedar Park First United Methodist Church 
kicks off the holiday season with its annual 
bazaar featuring a tea room, a bake shop, and 
Christmas and Thanksgiving crafts. There is a 
handmade king-size quilt to be raffled off on 
Saturday. • 9 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • Cedar Park 
First United Methodist Church, 600 W. Park 
St., Cedar Park • 335-9540 • www.cpfumc.org

12 Veterans 
Day Celebration 
and Memorial 
Dedication

 Celebrate Veterans 
Day and witness 
the unveiling of the 
Veterans Memorial at 
Veterans Memorial 
Park. Attendees will 
enjoy music and a 
planned Air Force 
flyover, and various 
veterans groups 
will place wreaths 
at the memorial. 
The memorial was 

made possible by the City of Cedar Park, 
community donations and the work of the 
Veterans Memorial Citizen Advisory Group. 
2–4 p.m. •  Free • Veterans Memorial Park, 
2525 New Hope Drive, Cedar Park • 401-5500  
www.cedarparktx.us 
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512-259-7800 | egreen@farmersagent.com

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Boat/RV

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE 
& START SAVING TODAY!

You could
save hundreds!

New home discounts  •  Low down payments  •  Fast and easy quotes

1910 S Bagdad Rd - Leander, TX 78641

Ethan Green

LOSS OF USE 69,300
PERS LIABILITY 500,000
$530 per Year

DWELLING 231,000
SEP STRUCTURES 11,550
PERSONAL PROP 127,050

Sample Home Quote:

SAVE UP TO 

40%
WITH MULTILINE 

DISCOUNTS

Paying too much for insurance?  No Problem!

Join us for the Cedar Park 
Veterans Memorial 
Monument Dedication

Please bring lawn chairs or blankets, seating is very limited.
For additional information, visit www.cedarparktx.us or www.cpvetmemorial.org.

Saturday, November 12, 2011 | 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Veterans Memorial Park | 2525 New Hope Drive
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AT FIRST TEXAS BANK YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78680
(512) 255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr. 
Austin, TX 78680 
(512) 246-6010

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
(512) 259-2443

P� ugerville
1600 West Pecan
P� ugerville, TX 78660
(512) 251-7889

www.firsttexasbank-rr.com

MAKE YOUR HOME 
A “NO FLU” ZONE
Flu season is here again and one simple step can help you 
and your family stay healthy. This year, one vaccination 
safeguards you against the seasonal fl u and H1N1 virus. 
Watch for more information about when fl u shots will be 
offered at your local Scott & White clinic.

For more information, call or visit us online.

Vaccinations are available at:

Scott & White Clinic 
425 University Boulevard...............512-509-0200

Scott & White Clinic 
Cedar Park ..........................................512-260-6100

Scott & White Clinic 
Cedar Park West ...............................512-336-3400

Scott & White Clinic 
Georgetown .......................................512-819-0500

Scott & White Clinic 
Hutto ....................................................512-509-9500

Scott & White Clinic
Round Rock West..............................512-250-7000

Scott & White Clinic 
Taylor ...................................................512-352-4000

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.
Certain co-pay options may apply.  

Walk-in appointments are available.
Please call to schedule your fl u shot appointment.

fl u.sw.org

• Highest level 
of Montessori 
accreditation worldwide

• Oldest family of Montessori 
schools in Greater North 
Austin

• Decades of family and staff 
experience in education, with 
highly accredited teachers

• Advanced socio-academic, 
character and sensory-motor 
development

• Highly specialized and fun 
learning environments

• Individualized lesson focus 
and variety of group activities

• Peaceful, secure and 
spacious facilities

• Multiple after-school and 
unique enrichment programs

OOPEN YYEAAARR RROUUNDD 
MOON. - FFRI..  

77:000 A.MM. --- 66:000 P.MM.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori
512.260.2261

1220 Cottonwood Creek Trail (CR185)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

wwww.sapieentiamontessori.com

Cedar Park Montessori
512.259.8495

400 E. Whitestone Blvd (FM1431)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

wwww.cedarparkmontessori.com

Hi h t l l

Toddler, Pre-K, 
Private Elementary (K – 6th grade)

Now enrolling ages 18 months – 12 years 
for 2011-13 academic years

Your child could be ready for advanced and gifted 
grade-level courses by Kindergarten!
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Recent highlights

Cedar Park High School’s choral ensemble Seasons sings at Fable Fest hosted by the Friends of the Cedar Park 
Public Library on Oct. 1. The event raised funds to help purchase new materials and support programs at the library.
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Cedar Park City Councilman Tony Dale (left) along with his wife, Mary Dale, an-
nounced his candidacy for Texas House District 149 at El Patron Mexican Restaurant 
& Cantina on Sept. 13. 

The Bluegrass Boogiemen play at the 6th Annual SuddenLink Bluegrass Festival on Sept. 24. The event was held 
at Robin Bledsoe Park and featured bluegrass music and local vendors.

M
ac

y 
H

ur
w

it
z

Leander Building Official Janet Gallagher signs her oath for the Texas State Board of Plumb-
ing Examiners Oct. 6 as her daughter and husband, Megan and John Gallagher, watch. 
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Program Manager Elizabeth Leyva (center) works with 
volunteers at the United Way Day of Caring on Sept. 23.
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Carolyn Honish (right) of Austin Dog Alliance and Lumpi 
read to Evelyn and Garrett Minton at Fable Fest on Oct. 1.
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LCRA General Manager Rebecca Motal on 
Sept. 30 to request the board to meet with 
the coalition again before making a final 
decision about the remaining systems. 

“We understand LCRA’s concern regard-
ing fairness to bidders and protection of 
the process,” the letter reads. “However, we 
are customers, and such a direct dialogue 
is justified given that these systems were 
originally conveyed to LCRA by our partic-
ipants with the understanding that LCRA 
would be a long-term regional retail utility 
provider in this basin and that the systems 
would be operated on a non-profit basis.”

The letter lists steps the coalition mem-
bers have taken in an 
attempt to demonstrate 
the coalition’s willing-
ness to work with LCRA. 

“But now the LCRA 
board, by its decision to 
convey most of its water 
and wastewater assets 
to one or more private 
corporations, is telling 
us that LCRA is no lon-
ger willing to listen or 
consider the desires and 
needs of the consumer 
or the environment,” the 
letter reads.

Howell said the 
response he received did 
not include an invitation for the meeting 
the UDC requested.

LCRA
Continued from | 1

AUSTIN’S

FLOOR STORE
CARPET • WOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILE

Up to 70% OFF on In-stock Items

Family
Owned &
Operated

www.austinsfloorstores.com

Next Day
Installation
Available

Call for details

CEDAR PARK
401 East Whitestone Blvd.
The Railyard Shopping Center

between 183 & 183A

AUSTIN
13800 N. IH-35
Southbound service drive

off Hwy 35, between
Wells Branch & Parmer Lane

512-259-9990

512-989-9999

A minimum charge may apply for installed prices, see store for details.

FREE
Financing
Available

W.A.C.

Handscraped
Hardwood Flooring $229

per sq. ft.

WAS $3.79, NOW

CLEARANCE

0% OU t 0% OFF

Laminate
Wood Flooring

With FREE 1/4 Round (White)

$219
per sq. ft.

8mm

Up tUp to
Handscraped

12mm Laminate
Floors on SALE

$179

CLEARANCE

per sq. ft.

msms

FamilyFamilyng

7mm
Laminate

89¢
per sq. ft.

y
on
e
ls

Fi
Av

Carpet Remnants
As Low As

25¢
per sq. ft.

CEDAR PARK
NOW OPEN!!Happy Halloween!

Lake Travis

1431

1431

 Lim
e C

reek rd.

    TriaLs ends rd.

The coalition
Leander entered into a group called the 

Coalition of Central Texas Utilities Devel-
opment Corporation—commonly referred 
to as the UDC—in order to join forces with 
other entities facing the same dilemma. 
The coalition comprises Leander, Bee Cave, 
Lakeway Municipal Utility District, Travis 
County Water Control Improvement Dis-
trict 17, Travis County, Hays County, Bur-
net County, Bastrop County and others. 

Though Leander’s bid was accepted, not 
all of the entities in the coalition were as 
fortunate. The LCRA board decided to hold 
on to five systems—Rollingwood Waste-
water System, Tahitian Village Wastewater 
System, West Lake Hills Wastewater Sys-
tem, and raw water and wastewater systems 
serving Windmill Ranch—and delay the 
sale of 20 others to two private companies. 

Pix Howell is the president of the UDC 
and serves as Leander’s urban design offi-
cer. Howell said the UDC will continue to 
look at ways to help its members control 
their own destinies.

“We are still committed as a coalition to 
keep the rates in the control of the custom-
ers as much as possible,” Howell said.

A reaffirmation of mission
The UDC sent a letter to LCRA Board 

Chairman Timothy Timmerman and 

“We got a letter from the LCRA that 
basically put the question back on us of 
why we didn’t provide more detailed infor-
mation on an agreement with another bid-
der that, in our minds and from what we 
were told by the LCRA, would have vio-
lated our nondisclosure agreement,” How-
ell said.

History
Leander Mayor John Cow-

man said purchasing Sandy 
Creek WTP will not change 
much because Leander resi-
dents have helped pay for the 

SAndy CReek WTP
Some facts about

Comment at impactnews.com

plant through their water bills since the 
facility was built in 2001. 

“We believe that by owning and operat-
ing our own system, we can save our citi-
zens money. On paper, it looks like we can, 
and I believe that we can in reality,” Cow-
man said. “So, it’s a win-win for the city, for 
its citizens, for LCRA—which has relieved 
itself of an asset—so it’s a win-win-win.”

The Lower Colorado River Authority 
contracted with a design firm to begin design 
work on the Sandy Creek Water Treatment 
Plant to provide Leander with a long-term supply of 
water. The facility was in operation by May 2001 with a 
capacity of 4 million gallons per day. Barge-mounted water 
intake pumps in Lake Travis pump water through a raw water 
pipeline to Sandy Creek Water Treatment Plant. The facility now 
has the capacity to process 12 million gallons per day.
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• Large selection of frames 
(1300+) in a broad price range

• Onsite lab - some prescriptions 
available the same day

• Beat the rush, check out our 
Back to School specials

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Stop Looking, Start Seeing

Accepting most insurances including:  
VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 

Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Humana, Superior, Avesis, 

Ameritas, Optum Health / Spectera, 
Block Vision, Davis Vision

Clear Choice Eye Care 
welcomes Harry Perez, 

our new General Manager

   

BALANCEBALANCE

On-site Exemplary elementary school
Miles of hike & bike trails

Neighborhood Parks
Resort-style Amenity Center

New Homes crafted by:

∫
∫

BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737

...is part of the plan.

CI_2011_Builder_Highland.indd   1 10/4/2011   5:54:52 PM

BENEFIT CONCERT
for

Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas

Corporate Sponsorships
Available

Visit www.remaxrocksforkids.org for more information.

October 23 • Noon to 10pm

Proceeds from this event will benefi t the greatest needs at Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas.

Bob Cole (Emcee)
Marcia Ball
Dale Watson • The Governors
Johnny Dee & The Rocket 88’s
Miss Lavelle White • Leeann Atherton
The Rankin Twins • Clay McClinton
and more...

Nutty Brown Cafe • 12225 W Hwy 290

Special Thanks: Mark & Sandy Sharp Schulte • Hilda Schulte • Tim Kress, Owner RE/MAX 1 • Judi Taylor • Janice Hart
Tammy Bazar, Broker RE/MAX 1 • Lynn Taylor, Broker Associate RE/MAX 1 • David Matthys, Broker Associate RE/MAX 1
KVET Radio: Bob Cole, Chris Mosser, Scott Coy • Community Impact Newspaper, John Garrett-Owner • Luz Riley
Pitt and Vicky Garrett • Evens Aire • Show Gear • Moore Chiropractic • Brilliant Sky Toys • The Emerald Irish Restaurant
Accent Insurance - Sam Sotelo • Capital Title • Gracy Title • Spectacular Spaces, Jennifer Plant-Owner

oooorrrrssss
888888888’’’sss
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Budgets
Continued from | 1

Comparison of regional property tax rates in cents

Georgetown Round Rock Austin Cedar Park Hutto Pflugerville Leander Taylor

2010 2011 Tax rates are per $100 valuation

60.4

59.9

65.042

67.042

81.3893

81.3893

Utility rates get relief
Facing rising utility rates, 

Leander shifted some of the 
utility costs from utility bills 
and across the taxpaying base 
by increasing property taxes by 
2 cents. The average Leander 
homeowner should expect about 
a $36 increase in property taxes 
for 2011–12.

“Raising taxes is always a con-
cern during uncertain times, but 
we all worked extremely hard to 
make the impact as minimal as 
possible on our citizens,” Mayor 
John Cowman said. “I feel very 
comfortable with what we did.”

A change in accounting 
practices necessitated the rate 
increase, Interim City Manager 
Robert Powers said. Each year, 
the city transfers money from 
the utility fund, which is funded 
by utility bills, to the city’s gen-
eral fund. The transfer generally 
covers a percentage of costs from 
the general fund that pay for 
administration and operations 
overhead for the city’s utilities.

Leander began reducing the 
amount transferred in the last 
few years to ease utility rates, 
which have risen in the last 

two years. The city needed to 
increase the property tax rate to 
offset the change, Powers said.

Cities add staff, software
The Cedar Park budget adds 

five positions: two civilian 
police positions and one civil-
ian fire position; a traffic signal 
engineer, which is funded for a 
half-year; and a utility equip-
ment mechanic. Other notable 
additions included a one-time 
$25,000 expense for new books 
and publications for the library 
and $28,085 for police officer fit-
ness testing.

 The Leander budget adds 
seven new positions, some of 
which are funded by sales tax 
increases and others by vacant 
positions. The seven positions 
are: a police officer, civilian police 
clerk, one maintenance worker 
each for public works and parks 
and recreation departments, a 
firefighter, a fire marshal and a 
fire training officer.

The city is also adding a 
framework for employee pay 
increases—pending the employ-
ees pass evaluations—that will 
allow staff with more than five 
years of employment with the 
city to receive a 2.5 percent raise 
and staff with more than 10 

years to receive a 5 percent raise. 
The raises should help Leander 
retain veteran employees, Pow-
ers said.

Leander eyes stable rate
Whether Cedar Park can 

maintain a stable tax rate will 
depend on residential and com-
mercial growth, along with fluc-
tuations in tax and property val-
ues, Selleck said.

Increasing sales tax and add-
ing jobs will remain priorities 
for Cedar Park as increases in 

those areas can mitigate recent 
decreases in property values, 
Councilman Matt Powell said.

“We’ve put ourselves on solid 
financial footing this year. I 
think we have given ourselves 
the opportunity in the future to 
move forward with our initia-
tives,” Powell said.

Leander has one of the high-
est property tax rates in the 
area in part because the city is 
heavily residential and needs 
more commercial development 
to increase sales tax revenue, 

Powers said.
He also said he thinks Lean-

der will keep a steady tax rate 
during the next two years. 

Cowman said the most 
important thing for Leander’s 
long-term success as a city is 
growth.

“We need growth. Growth is 
what we’ve planned on,” he said. 
“Leander is holding our own 
and doing well. We just need 
growth. That is the answer.”

Comment at impactnews.com

50.758

51.6545

512.219.6900
HONEST QUALITY SERVICEIndependent, Owner Operated Full Service Garage

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

12326 Ranch Road 620 N., Austin
(between Lake Creek and Ridgeline)

Independent, Ow

1
(
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Avery Ranch Dental    
www.AveryRanchDental.com

Excellence in Cosmetic and General Dentistry

512-246-7645
Dr. Elizabeth Lowery

Accredited by theFree Cosmetic
Consultation!

When it matters the most,
Trust your smile 
to the very best...

Your Family’s Home for Health

Lori Naglieri, M.D. Debbie Boettner, PA

6618 Sitio del Río Blvd. 
Suite D102 Austin, TX 78730
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We offer:
• General medical care
• Berkeley Heart Labs
• Well woman/male annual exams
• Sports physicals/well child exams

Accepting patients of all ages 
We accept most insurance plans

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd luxury, excitement, independence, 
security, and convenience all in a place that you can call home, look no further. 

 • No entrance fee & no  
 lease!
 • Weekly Housekeeping
 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank/ Gift  

 shop
 • 24-hour Conceirge

 • Library
 • Theater
 • Scheduled Transportation
 • Personal Emergency   

 System
 • Pet Friendly
 • Salon & Barber Shop
 • Non-Smoking

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

Provident Crossings
(512) 671-7771

* Provident Crossings only

Lakeline Oaks 
(512) 331-4100 
1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Lakeline Oaks
1905 S. Lakeline Blvd.

Provident Crossings
195 S. A.W. Grimes Blvd.
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 • Valet Service
 •  All Utilites
 • Local phone and 

 internet*
 • Delicious Meals  &

 Resort Style Dining



impactnews.com • October 2011 | NEWS | 15

2011 Election Guide
Citizens to vote on state constitutional amendments

election 
dates

Election date: Nov. 8, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Early voting: 
Oct. 24–Nov. 2, 8 a.m.–6 p.m., and Nov. 3–
Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. excluding Sundays
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Nov. 1

Early voting locations

Election Day locations by precinct

Cedar Park Public Library  
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park

Cedar Park Randalls  
1400 Cypress Creek Road,  
Cedar Park

Pat Bryson Municipal Hall 
201 N. Brushy St., Leander

Voters may vote at any early voting 
polling location.

Williamson County
186: Lord of Life Lutheran Church,  
9700 Neenah Ave., Austin

189: Lord of Life Lutheran Church,  
9700 Neenah Ave., Austin

201: Vista Ridge High School PAC,  
200 S. Vista Ridge Blvd., Cedar Park

203: Pat Bryson Municipal Hall,  
201 N. Brushy St., Leander

204: Cedar Park Public Library,  
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park

216: Naumann Elementary School,  
1201 Brighton Bend Lane, Cedar Park

253: Leander High School,  
3301 S. Bagdad Road, Leander

254: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,  
700 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park

259: Bagdad Elementary School,  
800 Deercreek Lane, Leander 

254: The Ridge Fellowship,  
875 RR 2243, Leander

265: Block House Creek Elementary 
School, 401 Creek Run Drive, Leander

266: Riviera Springs Clubhouse,  
2402 E. Riviera Drive, Cedar Park

273: Cypress Elementary School, 
2900 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park

276: Pleasant Hill Elementary School, 
1800 Horizon Park Blvd., Leander

277: Cedar Park High School, 
2150 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park

278: Treasure of the Hills Senior Center, 
408 Ridgewood Drive, Cedar Park

283: Highland Estates IRL, 
1500 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park

287: Mason Elementary School, 
1501 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park

293: Faubion Elementary School, 
1209 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park

331: Cedar Valley Middle School,  
8139 Racine Trail, Austin

397: Patsy Somner Elementary School, 
16200 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin

Travis County
426: Deer Creek Elementary School,  
2420 Zeppelin Drive, Cedar Park

Sources: Vote Texas, Texas Secretary of State, Williamson County

Amendment 1
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 
market value of the residence homestead 
of the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or 
totally disabled veteran.”

Explanation: The spouse of a totally disabled 
veteran would be provided with an exemption 
from ad valorem (property) taxation on all or 
part of the market value of their home.

Amendment 2

“The constitutional amendment providing for 
the issuance of additional general obligation 
bonds by the Texas Water Development 
Board in an amount not to exceed $6 billion 
at any time outstanding.”

Explanation: The Texas Water Development 
Board could issue general obligation bonds 
for one or more accounts of the Texas Water 
Development Fund II, as long as the total 
amount of bonds does not exceed $6 billion.

Amendment 3

“The constitutional amendment providing 
for the issuance of general obligation bonds 
of the State of Texas to finance educational 
loans to students.”

By Marie Leonard and Macy Hurwitz
Texas legislators proposed 10 amend-

ments to the Texas Constitution during 
the 82nd legislative session earlier this 
year. Each amendment was approved by at 
least two-thirds of the House and Senate, 
and Texas residents will be able to vote on 
the amendments Nov. 8.

The constitution has been amended 467 
times since 1876. In 2009, voters passed 
all 11 amendments on the ballot, and 
approximately eight percent of residents 
voted in the election statewide.

Williamson County voters in several 
neighborhoods near Cedar Park will 
also be deciding whether or not to create 
emergency services districts in order to 
contract for fire and emergency services.

Amendment 7

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit conservation and 
reclamation districts in El Paso County to 
issue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes 
to fund the development and maintenance of 
parks and recreational facilities.”

Explanation: El Paso County would be 
added to the list of counties allowed to create 
districts to develop parks and recreational 
facilities financed by taxes.

Amendment 8

“The constitutional amendment providing for 
the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes 
of open-space land devoted to water-
stewardship purposes on the basis of its 
productive capacity.”

Explanation: The Legislature would provide 
for taxation of open space land devoted to 
water stewardship, where property owners 
would promote water quality and conservation 
on their land on the basis of its output.

Amendment 9

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the governor to grant a pardon to a person 
who successfully completes a term of deferred 
adjudication community supervision.”

Explanation: The governor could grant a 
pardon to a person who completes one term of 
deferred adjudication community supervision.

Amendment 10

“The constitutional amendment to change 
the length of the unexpired term that causes 
the automatic resignation of certain elected 
county or district officeholders if they become 
candidates for another office.”

Explanation: If certain elected officers become 
candidates for another office, the length of 
their unexpired term that causes automatic 
resignation would be extended from one year to 
one year and 30 days.

Explanation: The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board could issue and sell 
bonds to finance student educational loans.

Amendment 4
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit a county to issue 
bonds or notes to finance the development 
or redevelopment of an unproductive, 
underdeveloped, or blighted area and to 
pledge for repayment of the bonds or notes 
increases in ad valorem taxes imposed by 
the county on property in the area. The 
amendment does not provide authority for 
increasing ad valorem tax rates.”

Explanation: Counties could issue bonds 
or notes to finance the development of an 
underdeveloped area, and they could pledge 
an increase in ad valorem tax revenues in the 
area to repay the bonds or notes.

Amendment 5

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to allow cities or counties to 
enter into interlocal contracts with other cities 
or counties without the imposition of a tax or 
the provision of a sinking fund.”

Explanation: Cities and counties could 
have contracts with other cities and counties 
without assessing an ad valorem tax and 
setting aside specific funds to pay the 
contract costs.

Amendment 6

“The constitutional amendment clarifying 
references to the permanent school fund, 
allowing the General Land Office to distribute 
revenue from permanent school fund land 
or other properties to the available school 
fund to provide additional funding for public 
education, and providing for an increase in 
the market value of the permanent school 
fund for the purpose of allowing increased 
distributions from the available school fund.”

Explanation: The amount of principal 
available for withdrawal each year from a fund 
established to provide additional revenue 
for all public schools would increase. Also, 
available school fund annual revenue could 
be distributed from school fund land or other 
properties up to $300 million each year.

ESD 11

Voters in the Shenandoah neighborhood south of Cedar Park will 
decide whether or not to create Williamson County Emergency 
Services District 11. If approved, the ESD would be able to levy an 
ad valorem tax not to exceed 10 cents per $100 in valuation. The 
ESD would also be able to enter into contracts with emergency 
services providers and secure those services for the neighborhood. 

The neighborhood, which is in Cedar Park’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction, has been receiving emergency services from Cedar 
Park Fire Department without a contract. The City of Cedar Park 
asked the neighborhood to come up with a mechanism to contract 
for emergency services.

ESD 12

Voters in the Breakaway, Caballo Ranch, Whippoorwill, 
Lakewood Country Estates, The Place and Sam Bass 
neighborhoods will decide whether or not to create Williamson 
County Emergency Services District 12. 
If approved, the ESD would be able to levy an ad valorem tax 
not to exceed 10 cents per $100 in valuation. The ESD would 
also be able to enter into contracts with emergency services 
providers and secure those services for the neighborhoods. 

The neighborhoods, all located in Cedar Park’s ETJ, have been 
served by Cedar Park Fire Department without a contract. The 
City of Cedar Park asked the neighborhoods to come up with a 
mechanism to contract for emergency services.
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301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   
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www.lotusobgyn.com

Natural Wellness Introducing

GREENFED™ AMASAI – Cultured dairy with >30 probiotics & unique nutrients
GREENFED™ RAW CHEESE – Easy digestion for even the lactose intolerant
GREENFED™ BEEF – Green-finished (grass, forbs, herbs, no grains) & high CLA
SueroViv™ - Probiotic & electrolyte sports drink with green-fed WHEY
REIGN™ - Supreme Mountain Water w/ Fruit, Veggie & Awaken Infusions

Directly From Greenfed Farm To Your Family Table
No chemicals, no hormones, no antibiotics, kind & humane treatment
Find out how to place your order at Natural Wellness Stores

Round Rock | 512-310-8880 | IH-35 & 620 Cedar Park | 512-528-0130 | 183N & 1431

Bring this ad in to 
learn how to order 
Beyond Organic 
products at 
Wholesale Co-Op 
Club Price

With Texas Oncology, you get the expertise of the country’s largest network 

of cancer specialists and researchers, right here in your hometown. So you 

can fight cancer and stay close to home.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle 

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CELEBRATING

F I G H T
B R E A S T
C A N C E R

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)  •  www.TexasOncology.com/Austin 

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.



impactnews.com • October 2011 | NEWS | 17

County Commissioners approve new voting map

Williamson County commissioners 
approved a voting precincts redistrict-
ing map Sept. 27 that has 15 fewer 
precincts than the current map.

The new map was drawn to ensure 
voting precincts have between 100 and 
5,000 registered voters and a public 
voting location. When redrawing the 
map, officials looked to reduce the split 
of local government entities and single-
member city precincts.

There are 87 voting precincts on the 
redrawn map. Most of the precincts 
that were combined with others had 
fewer than 100 registered voters or split 
local government entities.

 
The voting precincts redistricting map 
comes after the county adopted new 
commissioner, justice of the peace and 
constable precinct lines in July. The 
county was required to redraw the 
precincts map to comply with the new 
boundaries the county established.

The United States Department of 
Justice will now review the map. If 
approved, the new map will go into 
effect Jan. 1, 2012.

To view a larger version of the map, 
visit Williamson County’s website at 
www.wilco.org. 

  Cedar Park City Council
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park
401-5000, www.cedarparktx.us 
Oct. 27, Nov. 3 and Nov. 17, 
6:30 p.m.
Watch replays Saturday and Sunday  
at noon on CPTV-10 or online.

  Leander City Council
201 N. Brushy St., Leander
528-2743, www.leandertx.org 
Nov. 3 and Nov. 17, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays, 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Gene davis and Macy Hurwitz

City gives update on proposed 
animal control ordinance

After much thought and community 
input leading up to a Sept. 27 meeting, 
Cedar Park Police Department Capt. Jeff 
Hayes said Cedar Park city staff decided 
against presenting a cap on the number 
of pets allowed per household to the 
Cedar Park City Council.

City staff was tasked with coming up 
with ways to bring city ordinances in 
line with state statutes passed in Texas’ 
81st Legislative Session regarding animal 
control, and staff had suggested amend-
ing the city’s animal control ordinance to 
limit Cedar Park residents to seven pets 
per household.

“A law is not going to prevent someone 
from hoarding animals. What it would 
do is it would give us a tool to work with, 
but then we had to ask if it was the most 
appropriate tool,” Hayes said.

Meet-and-greet with Leander city 
manager candidates held Oct. 6

The general public got a chance to meet 
the five candidates vying for the open 
Leander city manager position during a 
meet-and-greet held Oct. 6.

The five candidates who appeared at 
Crystal Falls Golf Club, 3400 Crystal 
Falls Parkway, were Kent Cagle, Elizabeth 
Grindstaff, Susan Thorpe, David Vela and 
Greg Vick. Every candidate has a back-
ground in city management.

The city manager position was left vacant 
following the sudden death of Leander 
City Manager Anthony “Biff” Johnson 
on March 24. Johnson, 49, had been the 
Leander city manager since 2004 before 
dying of cardiac arrest. Robert Powers, the 
Leander finance director and former Cedar 
Park city manager, was appointed as the 
interim Leander city manager by Leander 
City Council on March 28.

The City Council conducted interviews 
Oct. 6–7, but did not take any action at that 
time. 

The Leander City Council is expected 
to select the new city manager in October. 
Powers said he will go back to being the 
Leander finance director following the 
appointment of the new city manager.

From left: Leander city manager candidates Greg 
Vick, Susan Thorpe, David Vela, Elizabeth Grindstaff 
and Kent Cagle

Cedar Park

Williamson County

Leander

Meetings

G
en

e 
D

av
is

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

hu
tt

er
st

o
ck

 Im
ag

es

WilCo reinstates funding for 
trapper after appeals 

Williamson County commissioners 
voted to reinstate funding for the county 
trapper position Sept. 27 after hearing 
from ranchers and farmers about the posi-
tion’s usefulness.

The 2012 county budget had called 
for elimination of the position that traps 
varmints on land throughout the county. 
In reinstating the position, commissioners 
said they would fund part of the county 
trapper through fees paid by residents who 
use the trapper. The details on the possible 
fees had not been finalized as of Oct. 11.

The county pays approximately 40 
percent of the trapper’s funding, with state 
and federal money covering the rest. Elim-
inating funding for the position would 
have saved the county $28,800 annually.

City moves on drought 
contingency project

The Cedar Park City Council voted 
unanimously to move forward with the 
construction of a temporary floating 
raw water intake system to provide 
Cedar Park and Leander with water 
should lake levels drop below 620 
feet mean sea level. If the lake drops 
below that level, both Leander and 
Cedar Park’s current intakes—which 
draw water from the lake to the cities’ 
respective water treatment facilities—
could start to fail. Cedar Park and 
Leander are partners, with Cedar Park 
paying 70 percent and Leander paying 
30 percent relative to their share of the 
usage of the future facility.
The council directed the city manager 
to execute agreements to design and 
construct the temporary floating barge 
for an amount not to exceed 
$3 million.

With the cap being taken out of the 
discussion, Hayes explained that the 
rest of the changes to the city’s animal 
control ordinance would be to clean up 
definitions and bring the city’s regula-
tions into compliance with state law.

“We’re trying to accomplish the best 
possible conditions for the animals in 
our community,” Hayes said.

Source: Williamson County
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WilCo seeks bilingual 
election workers

The Williamson County Elections 
Office is looking to hire people who are 
fluent in both English and Spanish to 
work when the county holds elections. 

The bilingual poll workers will aid 
Spanish-speaking voters during elec-
tions and be paid $8 per hour for train-
ing and work.

Prospects must be a registered Wil-
liamson County voter, be available 
on Election Day and be able to attend 
training. For more information, contact 
Kay Proud at 943-1621 or 
kproud@wilco.org.
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NOW OPEN!

Buy a house with Linda Welsh Realty from October through December 2011 and receive a 

FREE one year Residential Service Home Warranty 
OR 

a $500 gi�  certi� cate for new home furnishings!

www.LindaWelshRealty.com  |  512-263-1030

Certi� ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialist
Certi� ed Negotiation Expert, Linda Welsh (cell) 512-657-4033 * Some restrictions apply

15930 Great Oaks Drive 
Suite A-100  •  Round Rock TX

All services provided by a general dentist
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Great Oaks Dr.

• Same Day Crowns (Since 2005)
• LUMINEERS® No prep / Minimal Prep Veneers
• Traditional Porcelain Veneers
• Zoom! In-offi  ce Teeth Whitening
• Digital Imaging
• Implant & Extraction Services
• Periodontal Therapy
• TMD/TMJ Disorder
• Sedation Dentistry
• Invisalign
• 5 Star Spa Amenities Houtan “Hooty” Alayan 

DDS, LVIF, FAGD, FICOI 
Metlife Preferred Provider

Ask about our 
HOLIDAY 
VENEER 

SPECIALS!
(512) 255-3800

www.greatoaksdentistry.com
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AFTER
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Actual before/after photos of our patients

FREE take-home whitening
(Valued at $229)

Some Patients may require treatment before whitening. Must bring ad! No Cash Value.

After completing 
New Patient Exam, 

Cleaning, and X-rays. 

with purchase of
Invisalign 

braces
or
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FM 1431 upgrades 
first step; new 
lanes still to come

TRANSPORTATION

By Victor O’Brien
Cedar Park finished construction on 

an expansion of FM 1431 from Toll 183A 
to Cottonwood Creek Trail over the 
summer. However, because of road clear-
ance restrictions and funding timelines, 
the 0.75-mile project made the road 
wider but did not add any lanes. 

The new lanes will have to wait until 
a Texas Department of Transportation 
environmental assessment is finished. 
Then the city and county can restripe the 
road to six lanes in front of 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center. 

The city is about three months into an 
environmental assessment process that is 
expected to last 18 months, Cedar Park 
Engineering Director Darwin Marchell 
said. 

The project started several years ago 
as a Cedar Park and Williamson County 
venture to expand FM 1431 from four to 
six lanes. Then federal stimulus money 
became a funding option. 

“The stimulus money changed every-
thing. With the stimulus money, it had 
to be shovel-ready,” Marchell said. 

TxDOT requires that road projects 

that add lanes and capacity must receive 
environmental assessment clearance, a 
process that can take more than  
18 months, Marchell said. 

To make the project shovel-ready for 
stimulus funding and to avoid having to 
wait for clearance, the city opted to build 
the road for six lanes but striped it for 
four. 

When the TxDOT environmental 
clearance for FM 1431 from Toll 183A to 
Sam Bass Road comes through, the city 
will be able to make the road six lanes 
for all of FM 1431 within the city and 

to restripe the stretch in front of 1890 
Ranch to six lanes. 

Each additional lane could handle 
between 1,000 and 1,200 vehicles 
per hour while providing significant 
improvements to mobility, Cedar Park 
Transportation Planner Tom Gdala said. 

The project will cost about $7.45 mil-
lion, with $1.37 million coming from 
Cedar Park and Williamson County and 
$6.08 million being funded by federal 
stimulus money. 

Macy Hurwitz contributed to this article.
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At Cedar Park Regional Medical Center, growing families 

can expect more. With amenities like Tempur-Pedic® beds, 

cozy rocker-recliners and bedside Internet access, you’ll enjoy 

more comfort and convenience. And with our skilled physicians 

and compassionate nurses, you’ll experience a higher level 

of attention and personalized care. To get a firsthand look at 

our family centered environment, you can tour the Birthing 

Center on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. on the third floor. For more 

information, or to find an OB physician, call 512-528-7312 

or visit CedarParkRegional.com/OB.

Level II Neonatal Intensive Care Unit opening in early 2012

Joy.
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Cedar Park plans to move to 
new City Hall in March 2012

NEWS REPORT

By Macy Hurwitz
The current Cedar Park City 

Hall was previously a bank, but 
the buildings the city will be relo-
cating to at 450 Cypress Creek 
Road have sat vacant since they 
were built. As the city works to 
finish out the complex it plans 
to move in March 2012, it was a 
blank slate.

“We’re not moving into a build-
ing with someone else’s things. 
If you buy a building that’s been 
finished out, there’s a great temp-
tation to live with those choices,” 
Mayor Pro Tem Lowell Moore 
said. Moore sits on the subcom-
mittee that is overseeing the pro-
cess to finish out the buildings.

The main building, Building 1, 
will house the communications, 
engineering, city managers, eco-
nomic development, legal and IT 
departments. 

The subcommittee—which 
includes staff members from 
every department, Moore and 
councilmen Tony Dale and Matt 
Powell—considered input from 
city employees when planning the 

design for the finish-out. Build-
ing 1 will have a large break room 
where staff can eat, and the room 
incorporates a balcony. Staff in all 
four buildings will be encouraged 
to eat lunch in Building 1.

“We also added a shower to 
encourage employees to bike to 
work, walk to work or exercise 
during lunch,” Assistant City 
Manager Sam Roberts said.

The building inspection, 
utilities and code enforcement 
departments will be located in  
Building 2.

“They are the cash handling 
departments of the city,” Roberts 
said. “We wanted to centralize 
that.”

There will also be a kiosk to 
make payments in the parking lot.

Cedar Park’s convention and 
visitor’s bureau, fire administra-
tion and a multipurpose room 
will be in Building 3. The multi-
purpose room will serve as a com-
mand post for emergency man-
agement if necessary. 

The City Council’s chambers 
will be in Building 4. The new 

The new City Council chambers will feature stadium-style seating with a moderate slope to enhance visibility.
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Building 1 will have access-controlled parking on the ground floor for employees.

chambers will expand capacity 
from the 85 people the current 
chambers can hold to 115 with 
six wheelchair-accessible seats. 
There will also be a lobby where 
people can congregate during and  
after meetings.
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Everything is right in the neighborhood.
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Sitterle Homes 250-8000  David Weekley Homes 821-8886
www.WestsidePreserve.com  Sales centers open M-Sat 10-7 & Sun 12-7 
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CORRIDOR

Anderson Mill Road from Pecan Creek Parkway to Olson Drive

Anderson Mill Road from Pecan Creek 
Parkway to Olson Drive has two shopping 
centers occupied almost solely by locally 
owned businesses. From glass artists to 
restaurants and fitness studios, the range 
of services along the corridor is varied. 

Businesses

1   Anderson Mill Tavern, 10410 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 121, has been 
open for more than 30 years but has been 
owned by Mark Alger and Coe Kennedy 
for one year. The bar is also a live music 
venue with shows Wednesday through 
Saturday. 918-1599,  
www.andersonmilltavern.com 

2   David and Linda Oliveira opened 
Artisan Stained Glass, 10700 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 110, seven years ago. The 
studio and gallery provide classes on the 
art of stained glass and mosaic.  
336-9442, www.artisanglass.us

3   With an all-day pass to Extreme 
Fun Kids Entertainment Center, 10410 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 110A, children 
age 10 and younger can play on seven 
inflatables, from slides to junglescapes. 
258-7800, www.extremefun-tx.com

4   Owned by Paul and Karen Tarlow, 
Helios Kiln Glass Studio, 10700 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 120, offers 
classes on how to fuse colored glass to 
create art, jewelry or decorational objects. 
996-0960, www.heliosglass.com

Compiled by Amy deis

5   Since opening in January, Yo Cup, 
10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 105, has 
added coffee, smoothies and bubble teas 
to its menu of nonfat, low-calorie frozen 
yogurt. 249-9820

Restaurants

 6   Crown Donut, 10700 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 102, serves doughnuts, 
sausage, ham and cheese rolls, kolaches 
and breakfast tacos until 1 p.m., seven 
days a week. 336-5000

 7   Peter Ademski is the owner of all four 
Delaware Sub Shop locations, including 
the one at 10410 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 117. The shop serves sandwiches, 
wraps, salads and breakfast sandwiches.  
331-7344, www.delawaresub.com

 8   Mesa Rosa Mexican restaurant in 
Williamson Square, 10700 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 100, is one of four in Austin. 
This is the original location, which opened 
in 1994. 335-3335, www.mesarosa.com

 9   Shipley Do-Nuts, owned by Kong 
Hok, opened Aug. 29 at 10401 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 100A. Shipley sells 
doughnuts, kolaches and coffee.  
219-9170, www.shipleydonuts.ws

10   Zacatlan Mexican Restaurant, 
10300 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. A, serves 
soups, tacos, burritos and enchiladas. The 
restaurant has been open for seven years. 
219-9469

11   In addition to pizza, Zi Pizza, 10300 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. C, serves 
calzones, sandwiches and salads. The 
pizzeria has been in business for  
two-and-a-half years. 257-1911

Fitness

12  Ruchika Dias opened Bollywood 
Shake, 10700 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 208, in 2009. She teaches children 
and adults choreography to Bollywood 
songs inspired by movies created in India.  
800-803-0752, www.bollywoodshake.com

13  Cherie Williams opened Inner Diva 
Studios, 10401 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 104, in January. She hosts classes on 
pole dancing, burlesque, Zumba, Pilates 
and yoga. 983-8053,  
www.innerdivastudios.com

14   Pilates Connections The Studio, 
10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 101, offers 
one-on-one Pilates sessions, semi-private 
classes and group classes. Owner Vivian 
Floyd moved the business to its current 
location in 2010. 568-6111,  
www.studio.pilatesconnections.com

15  Punch Kettlebell Gym, 10700 
Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 300, uses 
kettlebells, barbells and free weights for 
strength and endurance training in a group 
setting. Owner Christine Huppee opened 
the gym two years ago. 219-0251,  
www.myartofstrengthaustin.com

Service

16  For 17 years, Affordable Electronics, 
10700 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 130, has 
repaired TVs no longer under warranty. 
The business accepts Sony, Samsung, 
Mitsubishi and Panasonic brands.  
249-7100

17   Veterinarian Jeffrey May opened 
Crossing Animal Clinic, 10700 Anderson 
Mill Road, Ste. 103, 25 years ago. The 
clinic provides medical service to cats, 
dogs and exotic animals such as lizards 
and guinea pigs. 331-9737,  
www.crossinganimalclinic.net

18  June and Chong Park opened Facet 
Flowers, 10700 Anderson Mill Road,  
Ste. 101, in 2009. The shop carries fresh-
cut arrangements and silk flowers.  
219-6599, www.facetflowershop.com

19  Greg Shifflett is the owner of 
Roosters Paint, 10700 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 210. He carries Benjamin 
Moore, Coronado and Ralph Lauren paint 
as well as paint supplies. 249-9119,  
www.roosterspaint.com

20  For the past 15 years, Leanne 
Campbell has owned and operated 
SyndiCut Salon, 10401 Anderson Mill 
Road, Ste. 102. She has eight stylists who 
provide haircuts and color for men, women 
and children. 335-3999

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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T E X A S

Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

Three convenient locations:

ation )

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

Irrigation License #18101

(512) 997-HOME                 ufcu.org

Goodbye 
Apartment  
& Welcome  

To Your  
New Home

Low fixed rate, low down payment  
and no closing costs
Ready to stop writing rent checks and start living in your 
first home? It’s easy with UFCU’s First Time Homebuyers 
Program.  It comes with everything you need to “get 
moving.”

•  Low fixed rates - to make your payments affordable
•  No closing costs* - which can save you thousands  

of dollars
•  Down payments as low as 3.5%
•  Loans up to $300,000
•  Friendly mortgage experts who will help you each
 step of the way

Home prices are down, mortgage rates are amazingly  
low and there are a lot of nice homes available. Go to  
ufcu.org or call (512) 997-HOME for more details today. 
Then, start planning your house warming party.

* Certain restrictions and requirements apply. UFCU will pay all normal
 buyer’s closing costs including lender fees, third party fees and escrow
 items.  Program subject to change without notice.

Comm Impact10x6.04_6-11.indd   1 6/21/11   4:36 PM
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DINING

Lotus Garden
Taiwanese family brings taste of China to North Austin

F or 15 years, Steve and and Con-
nie Chao ran a successful Chinese 
restaurant in Pflugerville, but with 

three children wanting to attend college, 
they decided it was time to open a second 
location near Cedar Park.

The Chaos opened Lotus Garden in 
November 2010 on Parmer Lane in Austin, 
and the new location has steadily built a 
list of regulars.

“We have a lot of regulars who come 
in two, three times per week,” said Mark 
Chao, their son. “We have trouble bring-
ing in new customers. With the down 
economy, it’s been tough, but we just try to 
provide the best food and service.”

Still, Anjanette Lelko of Leander and 
Jeanne DeFelice of Round Rock discov-
ered Lotus Garden during their weekly 
luncheons where they chatted over plates 
of General Tso’s chicken and shrimp 
with garlic. DeFalice said she loved being 
greeted when she first walked in and how 
the food was presented on the plate.

“We’re thinking of coming back; it was 
hard to decide [what to order],” Lelko said.

The Chaos opened China Dragon at 
2700 W. Pecan St., in Pflugerville after the 
family immigrated from Taipei, Taiwan. 
Their son Mark, who serves as manager 
of the Austin location, suffers from severe 
allergies, and the air pollution in Taipei 
made him ill.

Steve’s sister had told him about Pfluger-
ville, then a much smaller town, and about 
its potential for growth. That garnered his 
attention, and the family chose Pflugerville 
for their new home.

In Taiwan, the Chaos had owned a beef, 
noodle and soup shop but served much 
more traditional food than what appears 
on the menus of their American  
restaurants.

Mark said his parents had to learn to 
prepare American Chinese food dishes to 
offer on their menu, such as General Tso’s 
chicken, sesame chicken, beef with broc-
coli and sweet and sour chicken. However, 
the soups, fried rice, twice-cooked pork 
and lo mein dishes are much more tradi-
tional Chinese dishes, he said.

“They’re more savory and spicy dishes,” 
Mark said.

Steve, who still steps into the kitchen to 
prepare meals, said the chefs can add spice 
to any dish or change the sauce as well as 
omit whatever vegetables a customer does 
not want for a more custom meal.

They use fresh ingredients and prepare 
dishes daily. The restaurant closes between 
3–5 p.m. to prepare for dinner. Steve began 
teaching his son how to cook different 
dishes and said Mark has mastered soup 
preparation.

“He’s pretty good,” Steve said. However, 
Mark plans to head back to college soon.

Lotus Garden delivers within a 5-mile 
radius, which does not include Leander but 
does include Avery Ranch. The restaurant 
serves white, red and plum wine as well as 
sake and beer.

The lunch special runs Mon.–Fri. from 
11 a.m.–3 p.m. Each meal is served with 
one egg roll, one crab rangoon, soup 
(hot and sour, egg drop or wonton) and 
steamed or fried rice.

By Amy deis

Sweet and sour chicken is one of the most-ordered 
dishes and is served with vegetables.

The sesame shrimp is Mark Chao’s favorite dish. 
The battered shrimp comes with steamed broccoli.

Steve Chao (right) owns Lotus Garden with his wife, Connie. Their son, Mark, (left) is the manager.

Customer favorites
Many of the customer favorites at Lotus 
Garden are American Chinese dishes 
that the Chaos learned to cook when 
they immigrated to America. Dishes are 
served with two scoops of steamed rice or 
substitute fried rice for $1.

• General Tso’s chicken ($9.50)

• Sweet and sour chicken ($8.50)

• Beef with broccoli ($9.25)

• Kung pao chicken ($8.50)

• Moo goo gai pan ($8.50)

• Szechuan chicken ($8.50)

House specials
Kung Pao Delight: Shrimp and chicken 
sauteed with peanuts, water chestnuts, 
bamboo shoots and celery in spicy kung 
pao sauce ($10.50)

Triple Delight in Nest: Shrimp, beef and 
chicken sauteed with various vegetables in 
chef’s special brown sauce on the top of a 
nest ($11.50)

Beef with scallops: Tender beef stir-fried 
with scallops, baby corn, water chestnuts, 
carrots and snow peas in chef’s special 
sauce; served on a sizzling hot platter 
($11.50)

Sesame shrimp: Fresh shrimp battered 
and deep fried then sauteed with brown 
sesame sauce and garnished with steamed 
broccoli ($12.50)

Lotus Garden
9231 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 101, Austin
249-0800
www.austinlotusgarden.com
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Spectrum Dr.

•  Women’s Health
•  High Blood Pressure, Cholesterol
•  Heart Disease, Diabetes, Arthritis, 

Headaches
•  Routine Physicals and Check-ups
•  Botox®, Fillers, Laser, 

Microdermabrasion
Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine (Adult Patients)

Kathryn Sampson, PNP 
Pediatrics (Birth – 18 y/o)

Avicenna Medical Center
709 Bagdad Road, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 260-0101 •  www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

•  Newborns, Children and Adolescents
•  Acute and Chronic Pediatric Diseases
•  ADD, ADHD
•  Asthma, Allergies, Eczema
•  Routine Wellness Exams and 

Immunizations

Sohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Pediatrics 
(Birth – 18 y/o)
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Fumée Cigars
Shop has cigar lounge, beer and wine menu

With a wine and beer menu, and 
a large lounge, Fumée Cigars is 
leaving the competition up in 

smoke.
Fumée Cigars is the only cigar bar in 

the Austin area that has a beer and wine 
license. Fumée, which is the feminine 
French word for “smoke,” is also one of 
the few cigar bars in the country that is 
run by a woman. 

“The customers enjoy having women 
work here and having a little interaction 
with the opposite sex in a place that’s 
usually just filled with dudes,” Heather 
Haddad, president of Fumée Cigars, said.

Haddad started smoking cigars at 
the age of 18. She realized after college 
that she did not enjoy working for other 
people and thought about what kind of 
business she should open.

“My mind kept going back to cigars,” 
she said.

Haddad moved from California to 
Austin to open Fumée Cigars in 2008 
because there were not many cigar shops 
in the area relative to the population, 
she said. The existing cigar shops in 
the Austin area either did not have 

BUSINESS

By Gene davis

Fumée president Heather Haddad chose to relocate from California to open up her cigar shop in Cedar 
Park because she saw a place for a shop with a comfortable lounge in Central Texas.
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Fumée Cigars
2403 S. Bell Blvd.
291-3863
www.fumeecigars.com

lounges, or had them but did not devote 
much space or many resources to them. 
Haddad said she believed the industry 
was moving toward having higher-
quality smoking areas because of the 
proliferation of smoking bans.

Fumée’s 1,500-square-foot lounge is 
open to all customers and doesn’t require 
a membership fee. It has plush red 
leather chairs, free Wi-Fi and customers 
can choose from a wide variety of 
Toraño cigars, as well as brands like 
Rocky Patel and Arturo Fuente. 

Haddad said she is most proud of 
Fumée’s customer service. Three out of 
the five Fumée employees are certified 
tobacconists—a classification of 
expertise given to tobacco dealers which 
requires students to take classes and pass 
a test.

Laurie Bray, a customer of Fumée 
since it opened three years ago, said 
the “unequaled” customer service and 
relaxed atmosphere set Fumée apart 
from the other cigar bars she has visited 
with her husband. 

“The atmosphere is warm, friendly and 
welcoming,” she said. “They really listen 

to customers and try to provide for all 
tastes and preferences. It is definitely our 
home away from home.”

Fumée is open every day of the week 
and holds special events throughout the 
month. The events range from trivia on 
the last Wednesday of every month to 
Scotch Club meetings.

Haddad said most customers enjoy the 
atmosphere while smoking as much as 
the cigar itself.

“Cigar smoking is kind of a unifying 

thing that lets people put aside any 
differences and just talk to each other,” 
she said. “It’s an hour you get to forget 
about everything else and  
enjoy yourself.”

Lakeline 
Blvd.

Avery Ranch 
Blvd.

183

183A
toll

S. Bell 
Blvd.

NOW OPEN

Personalized, attentive care in a state-of-the-art community.

Round Rock’s Premier Communi ty

4701 Campus Village Drive
 Round Rock,  TX 78665 
P. 512.248.2222 
F. 512.248.2234 
www.universityvillagememorycare.com

Cal l  today and schedule 
your personal tour.

COPPER RIDGE 
MEDICAL CLINIC

Full Scope Family Practice Patients 11 Years and Up

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 
512-930-0363

7600 W. State Hwy 29, Ste. 5 • Georgetown, Texas 78626

Preventive Medicine • Acute and chronic care • Physicals
Cash Pay Discounts • Same day appointments most of the time

 Providers:  Love Paul, MD   Nancy Jackson, FNP-C

Accepting new patients 

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home



impactnews.com • October 2011 | FEATURES | 25

L eander’s first and only soft-serve 
frozen yogurt store offers samples of 
the 23 flavors of frozen yogurt waiting 

inside. Even better, the yogurt from locally 
owned Twisted Treats is actually good for 
you. 

“Our product is quite different from 
most of the other frozen yogurt stores,” 
co-owner Renee Threet said. Renee 
and her husband, Rodney, opened the  
1600-square-foot store in March 2011 after 
they sold their Pflugerville-based gymnas-
tics business. 

“This product contains no processed 
sugars—no cane sugar, corn syrups, or 
artificial ingredients. Even diabetics who 
are watching their sugars can eat it safely,” 
Renee said.

The yogurt is sweetened with natural 
fruit extract, so the body processes it the 
same way it does fruit. 

“Even lactose-intolerant people have 
been able to eat it without having a reac-
tion. Though we make it with milk, the 
probiotics in the yogurt far outweigh the 
lactose in the milk,” Renee said. 

For those who can not eat any sugar at 
all, the store also offers Stevia-sweetened 
flavors. Stevia is a natural plant-based 
sweetener with no fructose. 

“It’s like Whole Foods meets frozen 
yogurt. It’s not 100 percent organic, but it’s 
all natural,” Renee said.

Twisted Treats serves 23 flavors of 
yogurt (six are available at any one time) 
that the Threets rotate every three or four 
days. Toppings include six types of fresh 
fruit, three varieties of nuts and 23 other 
kinds of candy-like toppings. 

Renee and Rodney Threet opened Twisted Treats after selling their Pflugerville-based gymnastics business.

To ensure high-quality taste and texture, 
store personnel empty the machines each 
night and make a new batch every day. 
Renee said the most popular flavors are 
the traditional ones—chocolate, vanilla 
and strawberry—followed by cotton candy, 
banana and cake batter. 

In addition to frozen yogurt, Twisted 
Treats sells fruit smoothies and pretzels. 
In fact, Twisted Treats’ name was inspired 
by the twisting process used to dispense 
the yogurt and the shape of the large, soft 
pretzels. 

The large pretzels are sprinkled with 
salt or cinnamon sugar although Threet 
wants to add gourmet pretzels (stuffed and 
frosted) to the menu in the future. 

To make the smoothies healthier, Threet 
uses frozen yogurt instead of crushed ice. 

“You get the same health benefits by 
using a yogurt product,” Renee said. 

Ironically, she does not even eat dairy 
products. 

“That’s why we are 
so particular in the 
type of product we 
offer. We want it to 
taste like soft-serve 
ice cream, but have 
all the health benefits 
of the yogurt,”  
Renee said. 

Eventually, she hopes to open additional 
stores. 

“All the feedback has been totally posi-
tive. We look forward to growing—I have 
lots of ideas.”

Twisted Treats yogurt is $0.39 an ounce; 
smoothies are $4.25 for 16 oz., and pretzels 
are $1.75. 

Twisted Treats 
11880 W. Old FM 2243
Leander
337-1037

By kay kirchner

Twisted Treats
Yogurt shop features 
healthy, tasty snacks
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“Even diabetics 
who are watching 

their sugars can 
eat it safely.”

—Renee Threet, 
Twisted Treats

Time and Again, Our Heart  
Program Comes in First.

For six years in a row, HealthGrades® has ranked Heart Hospital of 
Austin as the number one heart program in Texas, an accomplishment 
no other hospital has achieved.  What’s more, Thomson Reuters ranks 
us as one of the Nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® for Cardiovascular Care 
— for the fifth time. Here, we put patients and their families first. 
That’s why we’re dedicated to providing the highest quality care and 
achieving better outcomes. And it’s why we’re recognized by so many 
quality-rating organizations. So if you’re seeking the best in heart care, 
choose the hospital that ranks at the top. 

SIX YEARS
IN A ROW

512-407-7000 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $216.00, � nal pymt / residual = 
$13,254. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,066. Stk# Z6038. EXP 10/31/2011. 2-Volvo - Lease o� er with approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $0 due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 
1st mo. Payment courtesy of Volvo. 36 monthly payments of $399. Final payment / residual = $19,747. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3347. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/
safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan excludes tires. ©2011 Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark and “Volvo. for life” are registered 
trademarks of Volvo. Always remember to wear your seat belt. Pictures for illustration only. volvocars.us. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Advertised � nancing may vary, excludes fees and is available to quali� ed customers. 
Please visit www.rogerbeasleyvolvo for details. O� ers end 10-31-11.  3-Saab - MSRP $34,670 - $10,000 Roger Beasley discount -$2,000 Current Saab Owner Loyalty Bonus* = $24,670 +TT&L. Stk# Y2222  *Must be 1995 or 
newer Saab to qualify for Current Saab Owner Loyalty Bonus Exp 10-31-11. 4-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with cargo mat and Convenience 
pkg. based on MSRP $36,585. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $21,585. 35 monthly payments of $429. Advertised o� ers require 
dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per 
year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 10-31-11.  

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD

 $399mo 2

Sign & Drive!
Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

All new in-stock Saab 9-3

2 V2012

ab 9-3b 9-3

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan

$216mo 1

2yr/24k free maintenance

$12,000 o�  MSRP3

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro

$429 mo4

1st payment paid by Audi

otal due at inception no sec dep required 42 monthly payments of $216 00 �nal pymt / residual =

EPEPISCISCOOPPAALL SC SCHHOOOOLL

•  Multicultural, diverse, inclusive community of boarding  
       and day students
•  Creative & inspiring faculty
•  Varsity sports from football to rock climbing
•  Almost 40 Fine Arts Offerings
•  Students from 42 Austin area zip codes
•  $2.4 million in financial assistance supporting families   
       with a variety of income levels

	 	 			for	admission	to	grades	6-12
Sunday,	November	6	at	1:30	•	Program	begins	at	1:30	in	the	Chapel

Experience our inspiring 
classroom environment, 

meet our faculty and  
students, and learn about 

the admission process.

January	15,	2012
Showcase St. Stephen’s and Open HouseSave	the	date	

To Reply visiT us aT www.sstx.org/admission
512-327-1213 ext. 210  •  6500 St. Stephen’s Drive  •   Austin, Texas 78746

EXTENDED HOURS, 
CONVENIENT HEALTHCARE

Same day appointments available!

After-hours care for adults and kids 
is easier than ever at Scott & White 
Clinic – Cedar Park West.

Scott & White Clinic – Cedar Park West allows you 
and your family easy access to the personalized, 
responsive healthcare you deserve. And, if you need 
a specialist, our network instantly connects you to 
experts at Scott & White Hospital – Round Rock.  
It’s the right care in the right place.

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans. Clinic Hours:
Monday – Tuesday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Thursday – Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

To make an appointment, call 512-336-3400.
Visit clinics.sw.org for more information.

(Back row) Lisa Moreno, LVN; Mitzi Hill; Elise Aleman, CMA; Sandy Giffen, LVN  
(Front row) Terrance Hines, MD; Arti Lal, MD; Carlos Victorica, MD

12129 FM 620  |  Austin, TX
Located in Lakecreek Shopping Center,  
at the intersection of Lakecreek Parkway and 620



impactnews.com • October 2011 | FEATURES | 27

Ross Milloy answers questions posed by Community Impact Newspaper Associate Publisher Claire Love.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Ross Milloy
President of the Greater Austin- 
San Antonio Corridor Council 

By Gene davis
Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our 

headquarters featuring leaders in various sectors who are making a 
difference in Central Texas and beyond.

For more than 16 years, Ross Milloy has been the president of 
the Greater Austin-San Antonio Corridor Council, a public-private 
partnership created in 1984 to aid infrastructure development, eco-
nomic development and regional cooperation in Central Texas.

The Corridor Council during Milloy’s tenure has helped secure 
nearly $3 billion for public works projects in the Austin-San Anto-
nio corridor, led efforts to build the Toll 130 reliever route for I-35 
and crafted state legislation creating the Lone Star Rail District, a 
project aimed at building a passenger rail line between Austin and 
San Antonio. 

Why is there a focus on developing the 
I-35 corridor?

It’s the spine of the area. All of our 
raw materials come in on I-35, and all of 
our manufactured goods leave on I-35 
right now. I know the (Federal Highway 
Administration) did a study that to meet 
anticipated demand by 2025, you would 
have to expand I-35 to 18 to 20 lanes 
through downtown Austin to meet that 
demand. I can tell you something: That 
isn’t happening. We’ve got to find other 
ways to do things ... Over the entire 1,700-
mile length of I-35, the Federal Highway 
Administration will tell you that the most 
congestion, the highest vehicle count, the 
most fatalities, the most accidents, the 
slowest speed per mile, the lowest levels of 
service are all in the Austin-San Antonio 
corridor. We outsmarted ourselves; we 
got better than we had the infrastructure 
in place to deal with it. That’s one of the 
challenges we have right now.

What are the options for relieving 
congestion in the corridor?

I think the thing to do is make what 
improvements we can to I-35 and develop 
Toll 130 for the capacity that we can. I’m 
in favor of switching the designation, 

making 130 the interstate, making it free, 
and figuring out some way to toll I-35. 
That’s a challenge because traditionally, 
tolling an interstate is a very, very politi-
cally difficult thing. But it is something 
that I think needs to be looked at in time. 
I think we need more than I-35 between 
Austin and San Antonio. I think we need 
to increase the ability to move freight 
north-south through this area. We’ve got 
one rail line that runs north-south, but it 
was built 120 years ago. The problem is in 
the years since it was built, all the com-
munities around it have grown up.

Why would it make sense to build a 
passenger rail line from Austin to  
San Antonio?

What we think would make sense is 
to take Union Pacific’s existing freight 
that’s moving up and down the existing 
line and move it to a new corridor … and 
then take that existing line that runs right 
through the heart of downtown Round 
Rock, downtown San Antonio, down-
town Austin, downtown San Marcos (and 
other central hubs) and convert that to a 
passenger system that will move 10,000, 
20,000, 30,000 people a day by rail. 
Suddenly, you’ve killed two birds with 

one stone. You’ve got an alternative to 
I-35 that’s moving a lot of people up and 
down, and you’re moving freight where 
it needs to go, which is north and east. 
Conceptually it’s quite simple; unfortu-
nately it gets back to an access to capital. 
It’s kind of expensive ... The grand agenda 
we’re working on is to finish 130, reroute 
Union Pacific and develop passenger rail. 
I think it’s probably one of the most excit-
ing infrastructure projects that this area 
has embarked on. I think it will have a 
more dramatic impact on congestion and 
economic development than any other 
single project we could work on. 

Can you explain how the funding will 
come about to complete the Lone Star Rail 
Project?

I think it will be a combination of pri-
vate, state, local and federal funding that 
will finance it. 

Do you think Toll 130 has succeeded so far 
in its goal to relieve traffic from I-35? 

The rest of that highway should open 
up in November 2012, [and] will con-
nect it to I-10. You will see a lot more of 
that truck traffic that you’re now see-
ing on I-35 shifting over to 130. It’s not 

happening as fast as we’d like, I think, 
because of some design flaws in [Toll] 
130 and some political decisions that 
were made to move it way, way away 
from I-35. What we know now about a 
reliever route is that it works better the 
closer it is to the primary highway. So 
when the political decision was made to 
move 130 way out there, you lost a lot of 
that traffic that would ordinarily go over 
there. But there are things we can do 
about that, and a lot of smart people are 
dealing with it.

The projects you are working on, in 
particular the Lone Star Rail, require cities 
to come together and support what you 
are doing. How do you turn that support 
into concrete action?

We’ve got to continue to build the polit-
ical will to do these kinds of projects. It’s 
not impossible, though. When we started 
on [Toll] 130, everyone said it would 
never happen, it’s too much money, 
you’ll never be able to get it done, there’s 
not enough money in the world. Well, 
people are driving on it right now. You 
can do it, it takes time, it takes effort, it 
takes energy, it takes a little vision, but 
you’ll get it done.
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251 North Bell Street, Suite 110   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613   |   512-250-8711
(Next to Los Reyes Mexican Restaurant)

$3.00 off
fl attops and bald fades
Excludes seniors and children. Not to be combined 
with any other offers. Expires January 31, 2012.

ANGIE’S BARBER SHOP
Serving
men and boys
» Flattops
» Regular haircuts
» Shave fades

» Bald fades
» Beard trims
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• Providing care to children birth to 21 yrs 
• Wellchild exams, sick, sport physicals, 
 vaccinations and consultations 
• Same day appointments available

Tiffani Scott, MSN, CPNP 
Serving the community since 2004 

1464 E. Whitestone Blvd. Ste. 201 • Cedar Park • 512-260-8100
(across 1431 from 1890 Ranch)

www.whitestonepediatrics.com

Austin & Bytes
For All Your Computer Service & Repair Needs!

512-553-6086 • www.APandB.com

» Desktop and laptop repair
» Custom built PC’s
» Networking
» Spyware and virus removal
» Data-backup
» Upgrades & Set-up

Available
7 Days/Week!

Call for availability.

Accepting New Patients 

SAME DAY appointments for acute illnesses

Medicare and most insurance plans accepted

Preventive Care and Disease Management

Routine Gynecology

Flu shots available

Donna Prokop  Fettig, PA-C

Board Certified
Physician Assistant

           5301 W. Duval Rd, Suite A500 · (Intersection of Duval Rd. and Angus) · www.myaustindoc.com

WE INVITE YOU
 to our new location at:

2001 W. NEW HOPE ROAD
in cedar park

183

183A
TOLL

1431

N
. Lakeline B

lvd.

W. New Hope Rd.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am & 11:00am

NEW SERMON 
SERIES

are you living the life you want to 
live? ready to try something new?

WHO WE ARE: 
A PEOPLE LEARNING TO LOVE GOD, 
LOVE OTHERS, WALK WITH JESUS, 
AND TRANSFORM THE WORLD. 
COME AS YOU ARE.  WE WILL HELP 
YOU FIGURE OUT SOME NEXT STEPS 
IN YOUR WALK WITH CHRIST AND 
MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE.
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Round Rock ISD

A new Round Rock high school that 
was rated Academically Unacceptable by 
the state last year has implemented new 
strategies in hopes of improving student 
performance.

Cedar Ridge High School, which opened 
last year, has changed the way it addresses 
students struggling with math after two 
student groups failed to meet standards for 
the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills (TAKS) last school year. Cedar Ridge 
High School was one of two RRISD schools 
rated Academically Unacceptable. 

This school year, students who have 
trouble in math alternate between a regular 
math class and a smaller math lab where 
they work on specific strategies and areas 
where they have difficulties. The labs 
generally have 15 students, are broken into 
four table groupings and have a bank of 
computers. Last year, students who had 
trouble in math went to the same larger 

Due to $8.9 million in excess funds, the 
Round Rock ISD board of trustees voted 
Sept. 15 to lower the district’s property 
tax rate from $1.38 to $1.335 per $100 of 
property valuation.

“We are one of the few districts that is 
in this position. A majority of the dis-
tricts are suffering,” Superintendent Jesús 
Chávez said.

A home with a value of $200,000 would 
save about $90 with the lower rate.

 “We have an implicit compact with our 
taxpayers to take just what we need and 
nothing more,” board member Glen Colby 
said.

Construction on the new cafeteria, 
library and gymnasiums at Round Rock 
High School wrapped up Aug. 1 before 
teachers and students headed back to class.

This was the second of four planned 
construction phases to update the school at 
300 Lake Creek Drive and to accommodate 
2,400 students. The building is west of the 
original part of campus.

Alan Albers, RRISD’s executive director 
of operations and facilities, said the school 
opened in 1971 as a 2A high school and has 
since grown to a 5A campus. The second 
phase cost $31 million and was part of two 
bonds passed in 2006 and 2008. Phase 1 
was completed in the summer of 2009 and 
added a building that houses ROTC, art 
classes and an auto mechanic shop.

Phase 3 will add a new academics wing, 
and Phase 4 would demolish older build-
ings. Albers said these two phases will need 
to be funded by future bond packages, 
potentially between $35 million and  
$40 million.

By Gene davis

By Blake Rasmussen

By Amy deis

math class every day.
Cedar Ridge High School Principal Dr. 

Daniel Presley said smaller class sizes and 
a change of environment and teacher help 
improve student learning.

“I think kids learn in different ways,” he 
said.

Nuria Doubleday, whose daughter is a 
sophomore at the school, was aware of the 
school’s Academically Unacceptable rating 
and said the alternating math classes 
“worked a lot better.”

Cedar Ridge High School will also 
continue to offer a late bus for kids 
who stay after school for tutorials and 
centralized tutorials two days a week after 
school in all core subject areas. 

Academically Unacceptable rating
Cedar Ridge High School was rated 

Academically Unacceptable because not 
enough black students and economically 

disadvantaged students passed the math 
portion of 2010–11 TAKS test.

Sixty-five percent of the student group 
must pass TAKS for a school to be rated 
Academically Acceptable; 52 percent of black 
students and 58 percent of economically 
disadvantaged students at Cedar Ridge High 
School passed the math TAKS. 

Presley said he believes the school did 
not meet accountability standards because 
it only has freshmen and sophomores. 
Juniors in high school are required to 
pass TAKS to graduate, but the test has no 
impact on the graduation of freshmen and 
sophomores.

“Scores are higher junior year than 
they are at the ninth and 10th grade 
level,” Presley said. “Some students are 
intrinsically inspired, but for others, it’s 
just another test they have to take. If we 
had juniors, we would have passed.”

The freshmen and sophomores who 
took TAKS last school year will continue 
to take the standardized test through 
their junior year. TAKS is being phased 
out and replaced with the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness 
(STAAR), which requires students to pass 
12 exams in four subject areas over three 
years to graduate. 

Campus improvement team
State standards require a campus 

improvement team to be assembled for any 
school rated Academically Unacceptable. The 
team puts together a campus improvement 
plan that is implemented and evaluated 
throughout the school year. 

 If Cedar Ridge High School is rated 
Academically Unacceptable for a second year 
in a row, the campus improvement team will 
stay in place and create a reconstitution plan 
that examines whether school personnel 
should be removed or replaced.

Cedar Ridge High School, now in its second year, was rated Academically Unacceptable this year by the state.

  Education  FOC
Cedar Ridge High School looks to improve on Academically Unacceptable rating RRISD lowers taxes

Construction update
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Gorgeous is not just how you look, it's how you feel.

Your One Stop Beauty Shop!
• Mani’s & Pedi’s 
• Facials & Waxing
• Teeth Whitening
• Complete Hair Care

11880 Old 2243 West, Ste. 204 
512-528-9944 • www.hi-gorgeous.com

2243

B
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D.

183

Hair Feathers • ONLY $12 • In Stock!

New! SNS Healthy Nail Enhancements

Introductory Offer: Complete “Pink and White” Set only $35 

with the purchase of any Pedi service.

Fall Special: 
Teeth Whitening $59
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Round Rock ISD

DISTRICT SCORES BY GRADE

2011 TAKS results (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 93% Math 94%

Grade 4 Reading 92% Math 93%

Grade 5 Reading 97% Math 96%

Grade 6 Reading 91% Math 91%

Grade 7 Reading 93% Math 90%

Grade 8 Reading 97% Math 94%

Grade 9 Reading 93% Math 81%

Grade 10 English language arts 93% Math 82%

Grade 11 English language arts 98% Math 94%

2010  –11 STATISTICS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.08% 29.84%

Limited English proficient (LEP) 16.86% 8.08%

Average annual salaries of teachers $44,638 $48,759 

SUBjECT State 2011 District 2011 District 2011

Reading 90% 94% 94%

Math 84% 91% 91%

Writing 92% 95% 95%

Science 83% 91% 90%

Social studies 95% 97% 97%
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ROUND ROCK ISD FEEDER PATTERN

RRISD SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

Westwood 47  Round Rock 45 Mcneil 44Stony Point 46

Ridgeview  41 C.d. Fulkes  34 Hernandez  39 Hopewell  40 Walsh  42 Chisholm Trail 36 Cedar Valley 35 deerpark  37 Grisham  38 Canyon Vista  33

double File Trail 13  

Robertson 26

Forest Creek 15
Blackland Prairie 3

Gattis 17

Callison 8
Berkman 2

Voigt 31

Teravista 29  

Union Hill 30
Herrington 19  

Caldwell Heights  7

Chandler Oaks  11

deep Wood 12
Bluebonnet 4

Fern Bluff 14

Wells Branch  32 Great Oaks  18

Sommer 27  

Brushy Creek 5

Forest north 16
Live Oak 22

Pond Springs 24

Jollyville  20

Anderson Mill 1
Purple Sage 25

Canyon Creek 9

Spicewood 28
Laurel Mountain 21

Caraway 10
Cactus Ranch 6  

Old Town 23

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
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2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus
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3rd 4th 5th

1  Anderson Mill 10610 Salt Mill Hollow, Austin 428-3700 1977 549 Academically Acceptable 57.3% 90% 79% 88% 85% 83% 81% 84% 85%

2  Berkman 400 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock 464-8250 1958 681 Academically Acceptable 81.3% 85% 87% 87% 94% 79% 80% 88% 94%

3  Blackland Prairie 2005 Via Sonoma Trail, Round Rock 424-8600 2001 982 Exemplary 8.8% 97% 97% 98% 95% 96% 90% 98% 99%

4  Bluebonnet 1010 Chisholm Valley Drive, Round Rock 428-7700 1986 649 Academically Unacceptable 84.0% 77% 83% 78% 85% 73% 80% 72% 74%

5  Brushy Creek 3800 Stonebridge Drive, Round Rock 428-3000 1981 840 Exemplary 22.4% 97% 98% 98% 98% 93% 98% 100% 98%

6  Cactus Ranch 2901 Golden Oak Circle, Round Rock 424-8000 2001 1,048 Exemplary 3.6% 99% 99% 99% 97% 99% 99% 100% 100%

7  Caldwell Heights 4010 Eagles Nest St., Round Rock 428-7300 1999 619 Exemplary 44.2% 93% 95% 89% 97% 87% 93% 96% 96%

8  Callison 1750 Thompson Trail, Round Rock 704-0700 2008 942 Recognized 53.3% 91% 90% 85% 88% 86% 89% 88% 82%

9  Canyon Creek 10210 Ember Glen Drive, Austin 428-2800 1998 490 Exemplary 1.2% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100%

10 Caraway 11104 Oak View Drive, Austin 464-5500 1978 631 Exemplary 15.1% 98% 98% 99% 95% 98% 99% 98% 97%

11  Chandler Oaks 3800 Stone Oak Drive, Round Rock 704-0400 2010 584 Exemplary N/A N/A N/A 96% 91% 98% 98% 97% 100%

12  Deep Wood 705 St. Williams Drive, Round Rock 464-4400 1977 429 Recognized 26.6% 95% 94% 96% 93% 90% 90% 95% 96%

13  Double File Trail 2400 Chandler Creek Blvd., Round Rock 428-7400 1986 767 Recognized 41.0% 92% 89% 91% 87% 91% 84% 95% 93%

14  Fern Bluff 17815 Park Valley Drive, Round Rock 428-2100 1991 866 Exemplary 7.7% 99% 98% 99% 100% 95% 97% 100% 99%

15  Forest Creek 3505 Forest Creek Drive, Round Rock 464-5350 1996 855 Exemplary 8.5% 96% 93% 92% 95% 95% 90% 97% 95%

16  Forest North 13414 Broadmeade Ave., Austin 464-6750 1977 344 Exemplary 47.5% 93% 94% 91% 93% 100% 97% 100% 97%

17  Gattis 2920 Round Rock Ranch Road, Round Rock 428-2000 1991 739 Recognized 41.1% 93% 93% 90% 93% 88% 92% 88% 92%

18  Great Oaks 16455 Great Oaks Drive, Round Rock 464-6850 1997 903 Exemplary 8.4% 99% 98% 95% 94% 96% 97% 96% 98%

19  Herrington 2850 Paloma Lake Blvd., Round Rock 704-1900 2011 635 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

20  Jollyville 6720 Corpus Christi Drive, Austin 428-2200 1991 533 Recognized 37.6% 95% 89% 82% 78% 85% 85% 91% 95%

21  Laurel Mountain 10111 DK Ranch Road, Austin 464-4300 1985 739 Exemplary 5.5% 99% 99% 98% 100% 98% 98% 100% 99%

22  Live Oak 8607 Anderson Mill Road, Austin 428-3800 1986 547 Recognized 39.0% 95% 95% 97% 96% 90% 93% 90% 82%

23  Old Town 2200 Chaparral Drive, Round Rock 428-7600 1988 870 Academically Acceptable 18.9% 97% 97% 92% 95% 97% 99% 98% 93%

24  Pond Springs 7825 Elk Horn Mountain Trail, Austin 464-4200 1985 652 Exemplary 26.4% 98% 96% 96% 91% 97% 97% 99% 97%

25  Purple Sage 11801 Tanglebriar Trail, Austin 428-3500 1981 375 Recognized 45.6% 89% 83% 93% 92% 73% 83% 98% 92%

26  Robertson 1415 Bayland, Round Rock 428-3300 1979 547 Recognized 76.8% 89% 86% 90% 86% 88% 90% 83% 90%

27  Sommer 16200 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin 704-0600 2008 1,113 Exemplary 5.9% 98% 97% 100% 98% 99% 99% 99% 99%

28  Spicewood 11601 Olson Drive, Austin 428-3600 1974 682 Exemplary 5.3% 99% 99% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 98%

29  Teravista 4419 Teravista Club Drive, Round Rock 407-0500 2008 750 Recognized 21.0% 96% 97% 92% 95% 88% 95% 96% 99%

30  Union Hill 1511 Gulf Way, Round Rock 424-8700 2002 860 Recognized 56.4% 95% 99% 99% 99% 95% 100% 90% 94%

31  Voigt 1201 Cushing Drive, Round Rock 428-7500 1975 735 Academically Acceptable 75.7% 84% 86% 80% 84% 80% 92% 84% 78%

32  Wells Branch 14650 Merriltown Drive, Austin 428-3400 1985 897 Recognized 47.6% 93% 89% 93% 94% 93% 89% 93% 84%

MIDDLE SCHOOLS 2010 results 6th 7th 8th

33  Canyon Vista 8455 Spicewood Springs Road, Austin 464-8100 1984 1,198 Exemplary 7.5% 99% 99% 98% 99% 99% 99% 98% 99%

34  C.D. Fulkes 300 W. Anderson Ave., Round Rock 428-3100 1939 791 Academically Acceptable 65.7% 83% 82% 83% 88% 84% 80% 89% 76%

35  Cedar Valley 8139 Racine Trail, Austin 428-2300 1991 1,195 Exemplary 12.0% 98% 98% 98% 98% 99% 98% 98% 98%

36  Chisholm Trail 500 Oakridge Drive, Round Rock 428-2500 1978 1,063 Recognized 32.7% 92% 91% 90% 90% 92% 92% 96% 93%

37  Deerpark 8849 Anderson Mill Road, Austin 464-6600 1986 1,036 Recognized 34.1% 92% 90% 88% 82% 91% 85% 93% 84%

38  Grisham 10805 School House Lane, Austin 428-2650 1976 703 Academically Acceptable 21.2% 96% 93% 91% 90% 91% 89% 93% 87%

39  Hernandez 1901 Sunrise Road, Round Rock 424-8800 2010 845 Academically Acceptable N/A N/A N/A 81% 75% 83% 79% 89% 72%

40  Hopewell 1535 Gulf Way, Round Rock 464-5200 2002 800 Academically Acceptable 48.2% 88% 87% 86% 85% 89% 79% 92% 91%

41  Ridgeview 2000 Via Sonoma Trail, Round Rock 424-8400 2001 1,358 Academically Acceptable 24.6% 92% 91% 90% 94% 93% 90% 96% 89%

42  Walsh 3850 Walsh Ranch Road, Round Rock 704-0800 2008 1,182 Exemplary 13.8% 98% 98% 97% 98% 99% 96% 99% 97%

HIGH SCHOOLS 2010 results 9th 10th 11th

43  Cedar Ridge 2801 Gattis School Road, Round Rock 704-0100 2010 2,208 Academically Unacceptable N/A N/A N/A 91% 71% 91% 75% N/A N/A

44  McNeil 5720 McNeil Road, Austin 464-6300 1992 2,460 Recognized 17.3% 96% 91% 92% 83% 94% 90% 98% 98%

45  Round Rock 300 Lake Creek Drive, Round Rock 464-6000 1971 2,620 Academically Acceptable 28.1% 94% 80% 94% 83% 94% 82% 99% 92%

46  Stony Point 1801 Tiger Trail, Round Rock 428-7000 1999 2,581 Academically Acceptable 33.8% 91% 83% 91% 73% 90% 72% 96% 90%

47  Westwood 12400 Mellow Meadow Drive, Austin 464-4000 1981 2,465 Recognized 10.7% 98% 97% 98% 96% 98% 94% 100% 99%

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS
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We believe that just because we’re a bank doesn’t mean we have to act l ike one. To see what 
banking can be, come join us for a cup of coffee at our new financial center in Cedar Park.

1 4 5 0  E  W H I T E S T O N E  B L V D ,  E A S T  O F  1 8 3 A     frostbank.com/switch

$22*

per week / 130 week lease
Total Cost $2860
Cash Price $1430

“ZIA MOCHA”
SOFA/LOVESEAT

per week / 130 week lease

HALLOWEEN

$19*

per week / 130 week lease
Total Cost $2470
Cash Price $1235

40" LCD HDTV

per week / 130 week lease

$22*

per week / 130 week lease
Total Cost $2860
Cash Price $1430

“CABRIO”
WASHER/DRYER

per week / 130 week lease

$12*

per week / 104 week lease
Total Cost $1248
Cash Price $624

NETBOOK

Cedar Park
202 Walton Way, Suite 180
Cedar Park , Texas 78613

512-528-5341

*(1) Advertised prices are valid until November 30th, 2011. All prices are available at participating location. Other charges may include applicable taxes, delivery 
fees and a liability waiver fee. Not all merchandise is exactly as pictured or available at all locations. Merchandise may be new or previously rented. Offers are 
good on selected merchandise and only while supplies last. This is a rental purchase transaction with an option to purchase. Ownership is attained only after 
the maximum number of rental renewal payments are made or the purchase option is exercised as prescribed by the rental purchase agreement. (2) Total Cost 
does not include a one-time $20.00 delivery fee, optional liability waiver, sales taxes or other optional fees. (3) We match your initial payment applies to any new 
agreement when an initial payment is paid, equal to 8 weeks. No cash value surrender.

We Match Your Initial Payment!*

No Credit Needed • No Down Payment • Delivered Today
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The 100 Club of Central Texas
‘Texas’ first response for first responders’ needs’

T he rash of devastating wildfires 
throughout Texas served as a stark 
reminder of the risks taken by first 

responders at the scene when disaster 
strikes. The 100 Club of Central Texas 
makes sure these men and women who 
risk it all have the support they need—both 
financially and emotionally—when trag-
edies happen.

Serving a five-county area throughout 
the region, the nonprofit is known as 
“Texas’ first response for first responders’ 
needs,” Executive Director Allan Moritz 
said. 

Moritz’s father, James, founded the 
club in 1983 after hearing the story of a 
police officer killed in the line of duty who 
left behind a wife and young children. 
He decided to start a local chapter of the 
national nonprofit to benefit the com-
munity. Moritz took over for his father in 
March of this year.

When the club was first founded, police 
officers were the sole recipients of the 
funds. Recently, however, the board of 
directors decided to make the nonprofit 
an all-encompassing resource for first 
responders. 

NONPROFIT

By kate Hull

Executive Director Allan Moritz and the 100 Club of Central Texas help give first responders assistance.
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“I have always realized how much these 
people put out on the line,” he said. “They 
say goodbye to their families for work 
and don’t always know if they are coming 
home.”

Moritz, along with a group of 1,200 
members, helps provide funding and 
support through six programs for police 
officers, firefighters and emergency medi-
cal technicians. Funds are gathered from 
public donations and membership dues. 
Dues are $100 annually, which is how the 
group’s name originated.  

A large portion of the funds goes to a 
program for families of first responders 
killed in the line of duty. The day after they 
are contacted about a death, the 100 Club 
brings the family a check. Moritz said the 
main purpose is to make sure they have 
enough to get by until benefits begin to 
kick in, which can take some time. 

But the support does not stop there. 
“We don’t go away; after that we provide 

financial assistance,” he said. “We do 
follow-ups with the families, help them 
find counseling and any other assistance. 
We let them know we are here, not only 
financially but emotionally, and for 

anything they need.”
The recent wildfires throughout Central 

Texas, although devastating, did not take 
the lives of any fire responders. Moritz 
said, however, that the 100 Club’s role 
extends beyond the worst-case scenario of 
losing a life. 

Other programs provide financial sup-
port for those critically injured, depart-
ments in need of supplies, scholarship 
programs and animal services for trained 

police and fire dogs, including funding 
memorials. 

Wildfire awareness throughout the com-
munity has helped with donations, but the 
100 Club is still in need of support to be 
able to continue to help families. 

For information on how to become a 
member of the group or donate to the pro-
gram, visit www.100clubcentex.com. 

SUPPORTED BY

THE DELL DIAMOND
ROUND ROCK. TX

STARTS AT 1PM

for more information go to
spirit1059.com
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Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Cesar Chavez St.

Lamar Blvd.

Georgetown For years, 
Georgetown’s southern 
boundary has had little 
development, but with the 
recent widening of Westing-
house Road and the push of 

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Medical corridor at 
MoPac, Parmer grows

Round Rock traffic 
plan looks forward 
five years

Near approval, officials halt Downtown 
Austin Plan vote

Area developers eye Westinghouse Road

Austin As Austin’s population 
center shifts north, medical 
office developers are filling a 
growing need to provide space 
for doctors and clinics that want 
to cater to the Northwest Austin 
region.

Now that construction on 
Plaza North—a 34,000-square-
foot, three-story medical office 
building at 12319 N. MoPac—
is complete, it is the newest 
member to this medical cor-
ridor, anchored by St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center 
on MoPac just south of Parmer 
Lane.

“On 38th Street, only a certain 
number of doctors are needed 
for a portion of the population. 
[Doctors] are looking for a new 
population they can serve,” said 
Scott Taylor, whose company, 
Land\Creek Development, is 
constructing the Plaza North 

Round Rock The long traffic 
jams behind the railroad tracks 
on RM 620. The awkward center 
turn lane on Mays Street that 
leaves cars facing off on who gets 
to turn left first. The complete 
inability simply to go straight 
north or south for any great dis-
tance on the west side of the city.

These are just a few of the 
major problems Round Rock 
is hoping to address as part of 
its new five-year transporta-
tion plan that offers citizens a 
glimpse into the city’s short-term 
future.

Though the city has had a 
long-term transportation plan 
that plots out the roadways 
needed for the city’s ultimate size 
of around 300,000, this year, as 
part of the budget process, City 
Manager Steve Norwood asked 
the transportation department 
to create what would become a 
$58 million five-year plan that 
offers a look at how the city will 
address its worst traffic  
problems.

 “We’re getting out in front, 
and we’re saying, ‘Here it is, 
here’s what we’d like to do, here’s 
what effect it’s going to have on 
the system,’” Transportation 

Central Austin After years of 
community development and 
review, City of Austin planning 
staff came before City Council 
in August to brief officials on the 
Downtown Austin Plan, a long-
awaited culmination of guide-
lines, recommendations and 
ordinances that will guide the 
city’s downtown district through 
its expected upcoming growth.

Although the plan was 
expected to be adopted Aug. 25, 
the issue of density manage-
ment has divided City Council, 

complex. Taylor said North-
west Austin is the geographic 
and demographic epicenter for 
the Austin metro area, which 
includes cities in Williamson 
County.

So far, two-thirds of Plaza 
North’s office space has been  
purchased, and confirmed 

Director Gary Hudder said.
The plan utilizes the city’s 

Type B sales tax funds to build 
roads, ease congestion and 
improve existing roads. The 
funds, therefore, could only 
touch arterial roads and other 
economic drivers allowed under 
law. Residential roads and 
neighborhood streets are funded 
under the city’s general fund.

The plan looks at eight of the 
city’s worst traffic problems and 
examines ways to address them 
over the next five years.

occupants are Wildflower 
Dermatology, Austin Urology 
Institute, OB GYN North and 
Austin Ear Clinic.
Full story by Amy Deis

“In most cases, the recom-
mended project does not 
completely solve the problem,” 
Round Rock Transportation 
Planner John Dean said. “But it’s 
one of the steps to solving the 
problem.”

The money
Round Rock finance direc-

tor Cheryl Delaney said the city 
currently has a $40 million fund 
balance in Type B funds from 
the half-cent sales tax. 
Full story by Blake Rasmussen 

causing the group to delay its 
adopting vote until November.

The DAP calls for several 
changes to the downtown 
district, which encompasses 
1,000 acres of land between Lady 
Bird Lake, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Boulevard, I-35 and Lamar 
Boulevard. Amid its recommen-
dations for improved historic 
preservation, transportation, 
utilities and parking, it also 
includes recommendations for 
density management, the topic 
causing the most contention for 
council members as they inch 
closer to the plan’s approval.
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky 
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Construction of a new three-story medical  
office building was completed Oct. 1. 

Plaza North office building
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Citywide

Citywide

PROBLEM LOCATiON

Source: City of Round Rock

McNeil Rd. to University Blvd.1. I-35 corridor deficiencies 

West Round Rock 
RM 620 to RM 14312. Westside north/south connection

Gattis School Rd. and FM 3406;
University Blvd. and Mays St.

3. Intersection/corridor efficiency

West Round Rock
Sam Bass Rd., RM 620, FM 34064. Strengthen westside east/west routes

Citywide5. Neighborhood connectivity 

Chisholm Trail Rd., Mays St., 
La Frontera, others6. Economic development/rehabilitation

7. Access control on existing arterials

8. Traffic management center

TRAFFiC TROUBLESRound Rock’s 

ACCORDiNG TO CiTY OFFiCiALSTOP 8 

Downtown Austin’s 
density development 
potential

City representatives created a map to show  
what the downtown district could look like in 
three decades if qualified parcels of land are 

developed according to downtown density  
bonus program specifications.

2039

Employement  
center

Office

Multifamily

Retail

Retail
Office/hotel

Employement center

Office

Multifamily

Retail center

Employement  
center

Windmill Hill

Bourn Tract

Proposed Steele St.

Westinghouse Rd.

B
lue R
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in July, Georgetown City Council approved 
comprehensive plan amendments and rezon-
ing agreements for two tracts of land located 
off of Westinghouse Road. Both parcels are 
designated as future employment centers 
in the city’s future land use plan that was 
adopted by City Council in 2008. 

Map not to scaleSource: Land Strategies

NEW ZONiNGS
Windmill Hill 
Business park: 
56 acres
Local commercial: 
16 acres
Multifamily:  
22 acres

Bourn Tract 
Business park:
100 acres
Local commercial:
45 acres
Multifamily:
38 acres

C
R

 116

35

Westinghouse Rd.

Windmill 
Hill

Bourn 
Tract

Westinghouse Road developments in Georgetown

development just to the south 
on University Boulevard in 
Round Rock, some developers 
have taken a new interest in 
the area. 
Full story by Beth Wade
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Now Open
Georgetown Charmed Designs 
children’s boutique at 1110 Williams 
Drive held a grand opening  
Aug. 17. Owner Nathan Russell, a 
1993 graduate of Georgetown High 
School, started Charmed Designs as 
an online store about 18 months ago 
but decided to open a retail storefront 
in Georgetown. The store carries 
children’s clothing, such as the brand 
Mud Pie, bath supplies and home 
decor items. There is also a section 
of collegiate merchandise. 869-0939, 
www.charmeddesigns.com

Round Rock Guitar Center opened 
a new location in Round Rock on Sept. 
29. The guitar retail store, located at 
2200 S. I-35, Ste. B4, features Guitar 
Center Studios, an embedded lesson 
and rehearsal facility, and is the only 
Austin-area Guitar Center with a 
Guitar Center Studios. 244-0101,  
www.guitarcenter.com

North Austin Sweet Caroline’s 
Snow Shack opened its fourth trailer. 
The new location is at The Shops at 
Volente, 11416 N. RM 620, near Jiffy 
Lube. This trailer is owned by Les 
Wittman and serves 39 flavors of New 
Orleans–style snowballs, or snow 
cones. The shack opened Sept. 15 and 
will close for the season Nov. 9.  
www.sweetcarolinessnowshack.com

Coming Soon
North Austin Houston-based 
Lupe Tortilla Mexican Restaurant 
is planning to build its first Austin 
location at The Shops at Arbor Walk, 
10515 N. MoPac. The 6,700-square-
foot restaurant will be a freestanding 
building. www.lupetortilla.com

Closings
North Austin Triumph Cafe, 3808 
Spicewood Springs Road, closed its 
doors Aug. 31 after 12 years of serving 
coffee and Vietnamese and American 
food.

Pflugerville Nana’s Treat House, 
2700 W. Pecan St., is closed. The 
cupcake-shaped building sold sweets, 
such as cupcakes, ice cream and 
Italian ice.

Georgetown Genghis Grill, is 
no longer doing business at 1019 
W. University Ave., Ste. 700. The 
Mongolian stir-fry restaurant has 
other locations in the Austin area. 
www.genghisgrill.com

Ross’ Old Austin Café
11800 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 6
835-2414
www.greencity.com/cafeross.htm
Mon.–Thu. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 7 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. closed

Living Waters Fly Fishing

Ross’ Old Austin Café
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Round Rock Chris Johnson loves to fish. 
And based on the way his store, Living 
Waters Fly Fishing, is expanding, so does 
Round Rock.

Now located in downtown Round Rock, 
Living Waters does fly-fishing the way 
Johnson thinks it should be done.

“We don’t want to just be a fly shop. 
We want to be an education center for the 
sport,” Johnson said. “Anyone can sell 
fly-fishing equipment. We wanted to have 
something that is truly life-giving.”  

Fly-fishing has become so popular that 
the store has expanded every year since 
opening in 2008. The new store, triple the 
size of the original location, is attracting 
customers from as far away as Waco, Bur-
net and San Antonio. 

Austin For more than 17 years, Austin 
natives Ross and Sandy Sterzing have 
prided themselves on serving home-style 
meals to devoted regulars.

Ross and Sandy opened Ross’ Old Aus-
tin Café, 11800 N. Lamar Blvd., in January 
1994. The small, simple menu hinges on 
Southern comfort food—from chicken-
fried chicken to T-bone steaks—inside a 
modest red building with family photos 
and autographed headshots of musicians 
covering the walls.  

A salad bar with vegetables, fruits and 
potato and macaroni salads is stationed 
at the front of the café, and a wine cooler 
used to chill homemade pies sits nearby. 
On any given night, local musicians play 
on one of the café’s two stages. 

“The atmosphere is easy,” Sandy said. 
“We try to accommodate everybody.”

The couple’s experience in the restau-
rant business dates back decades before 
the café even opened its doors. 

Ross’ grandparents owned the Origi-
nal Maerki Bakery on Congress Avenue, 
next to the site of the former State Capitol 
building, now a national landmark. The 
family built a new bakery in front of their 
home on Sixth Street in the 1930s but later 
sold the business.

In 1963, Ross married Sandy, whose 

Johnson runs the store with his wife, 
Emily, who learned to fly-fish four years 
ago. 

Johnson is a self-taught, first-generation 
fly fisherman. He attributes his love of the 
sport to a video he found at the Round 
Rock Library in fourth grade. 

“My dad worked through the first fly 
with me, and then I started tying flies that 
weren’t in the book, and it took off from 
there.

 “I had no desire to do anything else. If I 
had free time, I was fishing,” Johnson said.

In high school, Johnson got his first look 
at the business side of fishing when he 
worked at a local sporting goods store in 
the fishing department. 

“That really allowed me to be around 
fishing, not just as a hobby, but also as a 
job. So every facet of my life except for 
school involved fishing,” he said.
Full story by Kay Kirchner

family owned Milam Cafeterias in Aus-
tin. He began working in the cafeterias 
soon after. 

“My wife gave me the inspiration. 
When I married her, she put me to work,” 
Ross joked.
Full story by Rebecca LaFlure 
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McNeil Rd. to University Blvd.

West Round Rock 
RM 620 to RM 1431

Gattis School Rd. and FM 3406;
University Blvd. and Mays St.

West Round Rock
Sam Bass Rd., RM 620, FM 3406

Citywide

Living Waters Fly Fishing
309 W. Main St., Ste. 110
Round Rock
www.livingwatersflyfishing.com
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512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family

Full stories at www.impactnews.com
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Taylor Morrison has a “Home” field 
advantage when it comes to locations

Location is everything and we’ve got 
Austin covered.  Taylor Morrison has 10 
communities currently available in many of 
the most desirable locations in and around 
Austin, as well as a brand new community, 
Ladera, coming soon. (Visit us online for 
more details.)

Crystal Falls has four different product 
lines, offering luxury homes at affordable 
prices. Our newest development showcases 
majestic views of canyons, rolling hills and 
greenbelts, and provides a sense of security 
within a gated neighborhood.

Steiner Ranch offers six sections of breath-
taking Taylor Morrison homes. Our newest 
section, The Fairways at Steiner Ranch, is a 
quaint community backing to the prestigious 
University of Texas Golf Club. The Fairways 
offers tremendous value and one of the final 
opportunities to purchase a new home in 
Steiner Ranch. 

We want to help you make your home a 
reflection of your personal sense of style and 
sophistication. With Taylor Morrison’s cur-
rent incentive of half off your personal choice 
selections, you can have the home of your 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Taylor Morrison

dreams in the perfect community! Taylor 
Morrison offers designs to suit a wide range 
of lifestyles.

Our Affordable Luxury Homes prices start 
from the $160s and sizes range from 1,600 
sq. ft. to 3,000 sq. ft. Our Signature Luxury 
Series Home prices start from the high $200s 
up to the $600s and sizes range from 2,200 
sq. ft. to 5,000+.

Now is the perfect time to purchase a 
home from Taylor Morrison. If you prefer to 
build your own home with Taylor Morrison 
or are seeking the opportunity to purchase a 
move-in ready home, we would like to help 
you find the home of your dreams!  

Visit one of our Austin area model homes 
and register for our Home Field Advantage 
Sweepstakes*.  You could win the $20,000 
Ultimate Home Tailgate Party! For prices, 
locations, floor plans and available inventory 
homes visit our website,  
www.tailgatingwithtaylormorrison.com. 
To speak with someone immediately, give 
Heather Fox, our Internet Home Consultant 
a call about your specific needs!

Our newest development, Crystal Falls, offers affordable luxury living in a community with Amenities galore! The Florence, one of our most 
popular plans, showcases our Luxury living in the prestigious section of Crystal Falls, The Fairways. When you tour the Taylor Morrison model, see if you 
can discover the hidden room, one of the many fun designs we have to offer!

The Hampton is a two story with 4+ bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths and was 
designed with you in mind!

The stunning 18-hole Crystal Falls Golf Course is well-maintained and 
a testament to the beauty of the surrounding Texas landscape.

PURCHASE A NEW  TAYLOR MORRISON HOME  AND 
SCORE SOME AMAZING SAVINGS!

50% OFF
PERSONAL CHOICE SELECTIONS

Make your home a re� ection of your personal sense of style and sophistication.  
Purchase a new Taylor Morrison home and receive HALF OFF stylish accents and 

 designer upgrades to dress up every room of your new place.
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29
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29
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Austin Bergstrom
Airport

Bee Cave
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Design
Studio

53

1
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Design
Studio

1. CRYSTAL 
FALLS 

2. STEINER 
RANCH

3. LADERA
coming soon

4. FALCONHEAD 
WEST

5. SENNA 
HILLS

6. BRODIE 
SPRINGS

Design options and savings may vary by community. See a Sales Associate for details. Limited time offer for quali� ed purchases between October 1, 2011 and December 31, 2011 on 
accepted to-be-built purchases. May not be combined with other offers. Offer for quali� ed customers utilizing Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, TX License: #149227. Services not 
available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to underwriting and loan quali� cation of the lender. Additional licensing 

or other details, including special � nancing incentives (as applicable), may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/� nance. Maximum seller contribution not to exceed LTV/lender guidelines. Offer void 
where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Visit www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © September, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com
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REAL ESTATE

By FEMA

Understand your risk for winter flooding

T he Federal Emergency Management 
Agency wants to remind residents of 
two things that put many homeown-

ers at risk during the winter months. First, 
the dangers of severe weather and related 
flooding do not end when colder weather 
begins. Floods are a year-round hazard, and 
they can be especially damaging during the 
winter due to heavy seasonal rains and other 
factors. Second, most homeowners insur-
ance does not cover flood damage. Without 
the financial safety net that flood insurance 
provides, residents may be forced to cover 

Article provided by FEMA
www.fema.gov

thousands of dollars in damage on their own.
Portions of Texas may also see an 

increased risk of flooding because of summer 
wildfires, which leave the ground charred, 
barren and unable to absorb water, creating 
conditions ripe for flooding.

There are simple steps residents can take to 
prepare for seasonal winter flooding, and one 
of the most critical ways to protect homes 
and businesses is by obtaining flood insur-
ance. Because flood policies typically take 30 
days to become effective, residents should not 
wait for the next storm to take action—the 

time to get protected is now.
Flood insurance is available to renters, 

homeowners and business owners through 
approximately 90 insurance companies in 
more than 21,000 participating communi-
ties nationwide. Coverage can be purchased 
for properties both in, and outside of, the 
highest-risk areas; in moderate to low-risk 
areas, policies can start at $129 a year. Indi-
viduals can learn more about seasonal flood 
risks and what to do to prepare by visiting 
FEMA’s www.floodsmart.gov website, or by 
calling 1-800-427-2419. 

Normally, vegetation absorbs 
rainfall and reduces runoff that can 
result in neighborhood flooding.

Wildfires destroy the vegetation 
and harden the landscape, leaving 
communities exposed.

Heavy rains create runoff that 
isn’t easily absorbed. This can 
result in floods.

Risks remain higher until 
vegetation is restored — 
up to 5 years.

1 2 3 4

Wildfires and rainy season — a recipe for flooding

Flood insurance a vital source of protection

COmmUNITIES
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Lakeline Blvd.

El Salido Pkwy.
620

Cypress Creek Rd.

Anderson 
Mill Rd.

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

REAL ESTATE

Cypress Mill
Cedar Park – 78613

2829 Little Elm Trail $229,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,856 sq. ft.  
Agent: Robin Curle, J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS
633-3011

1313 Nightingale Drive $209,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,472 sq. ft.
Agent: Deborah Simmons, Keller Williams Realty
659-7579

2818 Little Elm Trail $207,500
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,484 sq. ft.
Agent: Mary Mealy, Nextage Lincoln Ray Realty
554-8335

1322 Nightingale Drive $210,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,101 sq. ft.
Agent: Guy Denson, e-Executive Realty
923-3403

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

10 1 80

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

21 1,699/2,488 $153,199/$225,000

On the market  (As of Oct. 4, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Oct. 4, 2010–Oct. 4, 2011)

Build-out year: 2005

Builders: Centex

Number of homes: 420

Square footage: 1,364–3,640

Home values: $145,069–$283,342

HOA dues (estimated): $25 per year, 
voluntary

Amenities: Jogging/biking path, park, 
playground, underground utilities

Nearby attractions: 1890 Ranch Shopping 
Center, Twin Lakes YMCA, Cedar Park Center 

Property taxes:

City of Cedar Park                                0.493501 
Williamson County                                0.459999 
Leander ISD                                          1.454800 
Upper Brushy Creek WCID                   0.020000 
Williamson County FM/RD                   0.030000 
Austin Community College                   0.095100

Total (per $100 value)  ___________  2.553400

Leander ISD schools
• Naumann Elementary School 
• Cedar Park Middle School 
• Cedar Park High School

Ozone Pure Water

• The oldest manufacturer of high output small scale
   Ozone equipment in the U.S. since 1980
• Automatic-No chemicals
• The best way to eliminate 
   iron-sulfur-manganese
• USO-3 undersink Ozone

Testimonial:
“We want to thank you for your honesty in your 
business and for a water system that takes care of 
our iron problems. The Ozone System works great. We 
have recommended the Ozone System to all our friends 
because it is wonderful to have clean water. The ozone 
water is so crystal clear and tastes great. It is easy on 
my bath � xtures and laundry. I can wear white again.”

D.Manning
(Letter submitted to Tri-Pure Water, Inc., dealer of 
Ozone Pure Water Systems)

Family owned
and operated for

30 years

Your homebuying goals
deserve my attention  
As a home mortgage consultant with Wells Fargo Home Mortgage, one
of the nation’s leading retail mortgage lenders, I can provide a home
financing program to meet a variety of homebuyer needs.   

Whether you’re looking to buy your first home, a second home or an
investment property, I’m ready to give you the service and attention you
deserve to help you realize the rewards of homeownership.

Call me today. 

101016 -

Matthew Powers 
Home Mortgage Consultant 
Phone: 512-336-4871 
Cell: 512-573-0530 
matthew.powers@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 410001 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
©2011 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. 
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Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 10/31/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

Highland Homes’ Final Phase 
at Steiner Ranch

With Steiner Ranch nearing completion, 
buyers have only one more chance to build 
with Highland Homes in the award-win-
ning master planned development. 

The company’s final phase at Steiner 
Ranch is Santaluz – a small, gated commu-
nity which features 90-foot lots, superior 
amenities and some of the most spectacu-
lar views that Steiner Ranch has to offer. 

“We tailor our homes to the sites they 
are built on,” explains Lyn Richardson, 
Highland Homes sales consultant. “We 
take into account where the lot is situ-
ated and build the home to capture the 
best view.”

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 
to almost $1 million. All plans feature 
four to five bedrooms and at least three 
bathrooms. 

Highland Homes offers many custom-
izing features and options. “We can offer 
buyers the best of both worlds – beautiful, 
efficient floor plans that can be tailored to 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Highland Homes

their specific needs,” adds Richardson.
Many of the architectural details 

offered by Highland Homes in Steiner 
Ranch are considered upgrades with 
other builders. Some of their standard 
options include four sides clay brick with 
stone or stucco, soaring ceilings that slope 
to 15 feet in height, oversized windows, 
more than 250 standard tile selections, 
custom-built 40-inch raised panel cabi-
nets and much more. 

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, includ-
ing private access to Lake Austin, three 
community centers, numerous pools, 750 
acres of nature preserves and more. San-
taluz is only minutes from Lake Travis, 
as well.

Steiner Ranch offers convenience like no 
other community, with several on-site res-
taurants and elementary schools, a daycare 
center, ice cream and coffee shops and gas 
station. In addition, a Randalls Signature 
grocery store is scheduled to open this 
summer at the entrance to Steiner Ranch.

Santaluz is situated within Leander ISD 

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths and three living areas with 
a three-car garage.  

and feeds into River Ridge Elementary, 
Canyon Ridge Middle School and Van-
degrift High School. “The schools here 
are high caliber,” adds Richardson. “And 
they’re close – Santaluz is within walking 
distance to River Ridge.”

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, it’s 
no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ pre-
mier home builder. “At Highland Homes, 
we are not ‘done’ when the customer closes 

on his or her house. We go above and 
beyond to provide excellent customer 
service and ensure that our customer is 
happy,” states Richardson.

Home sites in this stunning commu-
nity are selling quickly. To learn more 
about Santaluz, visit  HighlandHomes.
com or calling Lyn Richardson at  
512-266-7117.
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Call Today: 877-899-7999

Mercedes Homes
Present this ad to receive: 

$1,000 towards closing costs*

www.MercedesHomes.com

HIGHLANDS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $210’s  •  (512) 528-9911
THe FAIRwAYS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander 
Now Selling  •  From the $290’s  •  (512) 528-9911
GRAND MeSA AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $420’s  •  (512) 528-9911
RANCH AT BRUSHY CReeK  –  Cedar Park
From the $240’s  •  (512) 248-8125
THe VISTAS AT LAKe TRAVIS  –  Spicewood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 699-1244

GARLIC CReeK  –  Buda
From the $210’s  •  (512) 312-2150
RIM ROCK  –  Driftwood
From the low $300’s  •  (512) 858-4700
LA VeNTANA  –  Driftwood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 858-4700
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK  –  Southwest/Central Austin
From the $270’s  •  (512) 292-6008
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK eSTATeS – Southwest/Central Austin
From the $420’s  •  (512) 292-6008

*Offer expires 11/31/2011. Offer, prices, plans, specifications and availability are subject to change and/or cancelation at any time without prior notice. May not be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Additional details and restrictions are listed in Buyer’s contract. Please contact community salesperson for additional details and restrictions.

Present this ad to receive: 
$1,000 towards closing costs*

Mercedes Homes

Breathtaking Vistas at 
Mercedes Homes

Mercedes Homes offers upscale living 
in a tranquil environment at the beauti-
ful Vistas at Lake Travis. With gorgeous 
half-acre home sites and a low tax rate, 
Mercedes is the natural choice for a new 
home.

The Vistas is located off of State High-
way 71 and Bee Creek Road, less than a 
mile from Lake Travis. All home sites are 
at least a half-acre, offering trees and level 
yards, perfect for children and gardening 
or landscaping projects. Prices start at 
$370,000 and range in size from 2,976 sq. 
ft. to 4,241 sq. ft.

Homes at The Vistas feature spacious 
and open floor plans which are available 
with an array of custom options. And, 
Mercedes Homes will work to build each 
home to best suit the buyers’ needs.

A quaint, small community, The 
Vistas at Lake Travis will have a total of 
38 homes when completed. It is located 
within the Exemplary-rated Lake Tra-
vis ISD and has the lowest tax rate (1.95 
percent) in the area. This prime location 
also provides easy access to Lake Travis, 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Mercedes Homes

upscale shopping and dining. In addition, 
Lakeway Regional Medical Center, slated 
to open next year, is only minutes away.

Mercedes Homes has been building 
quality homes for 25 years. Their distinc-
tive design, coupled with research and 
innovation, has resulted in homes that are 
stronger, safer and more energy efficient. 

“Our Green Logic program outlines 
17 ENERGY STAR features, including 
insulated garage doors, high performance 
low-E windows, low VOC paint and much 
more,” explains Mike Flanagan, sales 
professional for The Vistas at Lake Travis. 
“All 17 of these features are standard in 
every home we built.”

In cooperation with their technol-
ogy partners, Mercedes Homes also has 
developed features and options designed 
to increase structural strength and reduce 
the chance for water intrusion in storm 
conditions. 

“Our mission is to build distinctive 
homes of outstanding and enduring value 
while providing an enjoyable experience 
for our customers,” adds Flanagan. “And 

that is exactly what we do.”
Skill, experience, passion and commit-

ment are all part of the craftsmanship 
that goes into each Mercedes home. Their 
family of dedicated employees and trade 
partners works diligently to build homes 
that will be enjoyed for years to come.

“In 25 years, we’ve grown from build-
ing 35 homes a year to building thou-
sands. Our company continues to be an 

industry leader not because of the number 
of homes we build, but because of how we 
build them,” states Flanagan.

Mercedes Homes offers one- and 
two-year limited warranties, as well as 
a 10-year structural warranty. To learn 
more about The Vistas at Lake Travis, 
visit MercedesHomes.com.

Mercedes Homes builds a variety of luxurious plans in the Vistas at Lake Travis community, including the 
Tyler design, which serves as the model home.
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 16 1 57 200

$100,000–$149,900 144 40 73 102

$150,000–$199,900 121 88 66 77

$200,000–$299,900 80 185 74 74

$300,000–$399,900 35 40 148 81

$400,000–$499,900 23 12 101 126

$500,000–$749,900 31 6 124 173

$750,000–$999,900 1 2 79 89

$1 million + 2 2 595 26

Month

Number of homes for sale Number of homes for sale

CLN CLS CLN CLS

September 2011 86 57 $169,882 $245,603

September 2010 51 58 $176,981 $246,500

August 2011 77 78 $168,099 $221,023

July 2011 62 71 $162,780 $233,208

June 2011 83 79 $170,300 $225,195

May 2011 65 58 $158,062 $225,150

April 2011 81 66 $171,588 $252,200

March 2011 56 58 $183,598 $215,308

February 2011 43 42 $201,416 $231,616

On the market  (Sept. 1–30) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900 | nason@nasoncompany.com

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, 
while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. Ft. Agent Phone Agency

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2209 Old Mill Road 3br/2ba $185,000 1,911 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2107 Burnie Bishop Place 4br/3ba $269,900 2,848 Carla Ramm 250-0550 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Ranchettes 102 Mustang Ave. 2br/1ba $75,000 936 Ronnie Bleeker 563-4628 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills 1117 Welch Way 4br/2ba $189,900 3,318 Charles Young 794-6688 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 2101 Kane Cove 4br/2ba $169,900 2,526 Jeff Dillard 426-1294 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78613 Cedar Park Lakeline Oaks 1401 Brighton Bend Lane 4br/2ba $229,900 2,092 Greg Young 587-1337 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 319 Silent Spring Drive 3br/3ba $375,000 3,472 Donna Carmichael 695-0009 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 305 Silent Spring Drive 4br/3ba $299,900 2,841 Donna Carmichael 695-0009 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Settlers Creek 103 Settlers Drive 3br/2ba $159,900 1,817 Carla Ramm 250-0550 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 106 Muscovy Lane 4br/2ba $259,750 2,772 Karen McCarty 345-1030 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2403 Guara Drive 5br/3ba $259,900 2,751 Robert Guest 616-4100 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 3012 Heathmount Drive 4br/2ba $279,000 2,478 John Fore 750-6270 Turnquist Partners, REALTORS

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 4410 Zacharys Run 5br/3ba $352,925 3,993 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 404 Kati Lane 5br/3ba $381,266 3,993 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78641 Leander Old Bagdad Estates 4301 Red Oak Lane 3br/2ba $62,000 1,216 Nancy Bilunas 698-2214 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch 1008 Remington Drive 3br/2ba $137,000 1,689 Carol Pease 721-6320 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander County Glen 705 Newcastle Lane 3br/2ba $118,500 1,189 Kevin Karos 744-4167 RE/MAX Capital City ii

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1804 Harvest Dance Drive 4br/3ba $468,920 3,985 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1808 Harvest Dance Drive 4br/4ba $441,790 3,732 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1928 Harvest Dance Drive 4br/4ba $435,940 3,228 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Horizon Park 311 Glen Valley Lane 3br/2ba $169,000 2,207 Kimberly Smith 576-7341 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2409 Silver Spur Lane 3br/2ba $177,000 2,177 Linda Larson 517-3322 Hill Country Realty

78641 Leander Leander Heights 705 CR 273 2br/1ba $179,000 864 Sharon Stegall 736-9009 Leander Realty

78641 Leander Oak Ridge 703 Meadow View Drive 4br/3ba $165,000 2,661 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MAX Capital City ii

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1019 Saint Helena Drive 3br/2ba $146,000 1,685 Sherri Teepen 636-7444 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1016 Downridge Drive 3br/2ba $167,500 1,862 Don Crow 415-6677 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78641 Leander Vista Ridge Oaks 13406 Vista Oaks Drive 4br/3ba $372,500 2,490 Christy Gessler 657-5092 RE/MAX Capital City ii

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 311 Bonita Court 3br/2ba $165,500 1,637 Risé D. Johns 267-5246 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78641 Leander Westwood 2302 Cottontail Drive 4br/2ba $159,900 2,677 Trudi Dufek 567-0191 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Brookside 15616 Prestancia Drive 4br/2ba $349,000 3,162 Gretchen Gullekson 970-2569 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Davis Spring 9428 Altona Way 5br/3ba $329,900 3,866 Marguerite Craig 656-8292 Avalar Austin

78717 Austin Davis Spring 14926 Galena Drive 3br/2ba $190,000 2,387 Tomoko Hall 970-3953 Harmony Real Estate Group

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

1401 Brighton Bend Lane, Cedar Park  $229,900

2403 Guara Drive, Cedar Park $259,900

2409 Silver Spur Lane, Leander $177,000

9428 Altona Way, Austin $329,900

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 09/22/11 and 10/05/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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isit us online at

u.o.u.
Schedule your 
mammogram today.
Visit our experts in early detection:

 • State-of-the-art technology

 • Dedicated team of specialists

 • Comprehensive care from diagnosis to treatment

 • Patient-centered care for the mind and body

YOU GIVE SO MUCH OF YOURSELF TO OTHERS.
IT’S TIME TO DO SOMETHING FOR YOU.

512-509-9100 | uou.sw.org


