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Sales taxes’ journey to the city

A consumer spends money at 
a retail business on taxable 
items.

The store’s bookkeeper fills out a 
form that allocates the sales tax 
money to a taxing jurisdiction and 
sends them to the state comptroller.

The comptroller takes in the sales 
taxes, enters them into state’s records 
and then sends the sales taxes to the 
taxing jurisdiction designated by the 
retail business.

Once the city receives the tax 
dollars from the comptroller’s office, 
the money goes into the city’s 
general fund and development 
funds.

The business

The comptroller’s office

The city

See Tax | 11

Cedar Park seeks permanent 
fix to lasting sales tax problem
City consults USPS, Texas State Comptroller’s Office for help 
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By Macy Hurwitz
Cedar Park is looking to find a remedy 

to a problem that netted the city millions 
of dollars worth of sales taxes that should 
have gone to the City of Austin, money 
Cedar Park is currently repaying. 

Several businesses in the Lakeline Mall 
area that are in the City of Austin’s jurisdic-
tion, despite having Cedar Park addresses, 
were designating their sales tax money to 
the City of Cedar Park instead of Austin. 

“Situations like this may come up in 
areas where there may be a store close 
to different taxing jurisdictions,” Texas 
Comptroller spokesman R.J. DeSilva said.

Cedar Park noticed there was a problem 
in 2008 after analyzing sales tax numbers 
over time.

“What tipped us off was that we had 
some odd trends,” City Finance Director 

Josh Selleck said. 

A temporary solution
After a thorough audit, the Comptroller’s 

office found the City of Cedar Park owed 
$2,762,180.62. Cedar Park has an agree-
ment with the Texas State Comptroller’s 
Office to pay the sales tax back in payments 
over 10 years after the city brought the issue 
to the office’s attention.

The annual impact of that repayment 
plan is $970,000 per year to Cedar Park’s 
general fund and development funds when 
loss of revenue projections and payback 
requirements are taken into consideration.

There have been errors since 2009. City 
Councilmen Tony Dale and Matt Powell, 
along with Selleck, met with Texas Comp-
troller Susan Combs and staff recently to 

By Victor O’Brien
Leander Independent School 

District approved its 2011–12 
budget at $224.7 million in 
August, cutting costs deeper than 
required to balance its budget in 
an effort to lessen projected cuts 
needed for upcoming years.

The forward thinking, LISD 
Superintendent Bret Champion 
said, will better prepare LISD for 
changes in upcoming years. 

“We’re anticipating that we’re 
going to need to find additional 
ways to trim the budget in the 

2012–13 school year,” he said. 
“2013–14, that’s a big question 
mark. What’s going to happen 
with the housing market in the 
area? What’s going to happen 
with the economy? We’re closely 
tied to all that.” 

Legislative cutbacks required 
the district to trim its budget by 
$15 million for 2011–12 and by an 
additional $7 million for 2012–
13. The district opted to cut about 
$20 million for 2011–12, reducing 
the 2012–13 cuts from $7 million 
to potentially $2 million. 

The 2012–13 cuts still depend 
on whether the district chooses to 
allocate the additional $5 million 
from 2011–12 into the next year’s 
budget, use it over several years 
or allocate it for another purpose, 
Champion said. 

The 2011–12 cuts hit across the 
board and particularly affected 
middle schools, where the district 
changed schedules and cut sev-
eral sports. The district also post-
poned opening two schools and 
increased class sizes at several lev-
els. Several departments lost staff 
members, shifting workload onto 
remaining staff, Champion said. 

“Starting out, our classes are a 
little bit larger. Our whole school 
has grown in population because 
we did not open a new elementary 

See Budget | 29

Leander ISD cuts $20 million 
in budget, readies for 2012
More cutbacks, changes expected for the 2012–13 school year

Old Town Chapel | 17 
Leander couple purchases and renovates 

historic Catholic church to be special 
events venue
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Sometimes my mom 
reminisces about the things 
she wishes she could  have 
passed down to me—boxed 
Madame Alexander dolls, 
photos, an accordion that 

belonged to her grandfather and other 
mementos saved from her childhood. 

All were stored in the attic of the home 
she grew up in, which was destroyed by 
a fire. Fortunately, there was no loss of 
life. While I find it hard to imagine how 
such a loss feels, many of our neighbors 
are dealing with these same devastating 
circumstances. How does one choose in 10 
minutes or less what possessions to throw 
in the car in the event of evacuation? And 
that’s if you’re even home at the time an 
evacuation is declared.  

I spent Labor Day weekend glued to 
my Twitter account reading constant fire 
updates, watching our website and local 

news channels, hearing about families and 
friends of co-workers who lost their homes 
and wishing there was something I could 
do to help. Monday night, my husband 
dropped me as close as he could to the 
Leander fire, and I took off on foot to get 
photos. Neighbors were standing together 
or perched on roofs gazing in fear and dis-
belief as they watched firefighters working 
to put out the flames.  

I am so humbled by this type of service 
given at much risk by our firefighters and 
volunteers. In times of crisis, it helps to be 
in a community such as ours that comes 
together to help one another. Turn to Page 
32 for updates and information about the 
area fires along with ways to aid those 
families in need.

Traci Rodriguez
trodriguez@impactnews.com
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On Page 28, Dr. Joel Goode practices family medicine 
at Brushy Creek Family Physicians in Round Rock at the 
4112 Links Lane, Ste. 201, location.

Correction  – Healthcare Directory 2011–12

County: Horseshoe Drive fire 
burns 15 Leander Homes, forces 
evacuations
more.impactnews.com/14311
Please keep those who lost their homes, pets and belong-
ings in your prayers. Lord help them.

—Christopher Moss
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July employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.6%
No change from June

State unemployment—8.4%*
Up from 8.2%* in June

National unemployment—9.1%*
Down from 9.2%* in June

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hos-
pitality sector added 400 jobs; professional and business 
services added 2,000 jobs; trade, transportation and 
utilities lost 600 jobs; government lost 8,100 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

On Page 30, the map was numbered incorrectly. For a 
corrected version, visit www. impactnews.com.

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 5

Irrigation License #18101

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help those affected by the recent Central Texas wildfires. We 
encourage our readers to help, too. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross of Central Texas will support wildfire relief efforts 
throughout the region. (512) 929-1250,  
www.centex.redcross.org

The Capital Area Food Bank is also accepting nonperishable 
food donations and bottled water at 8201 S. Congress Ave., 
Austin, (512) 282-2111, www.austinfoodbank.org

Accepting new patients 

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home
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4  Mighty Fine Burgers, Fries and 
Shakes opened its fourth area location in 
Cedar Park Sept. 2 at 1890 Ranch Shopping 
Center, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. 
AC, Ste. 100. The local chain serves classic  
hamburgers with hand-formed patties, 
crinkle-cut fries, hand-dipped milkshakes 
and hand-squeezed lemonade. Open Sun.–
Thu. 10:30 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat.  
10:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m.  
www.mightyfineburgers.com

5  Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
opened its Wound Care Center on  
Aug. 17 at 801 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar 
Park. The center features advanced wound 
care treatment including  hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy. Open Mon.–Fri.  
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 259-1964,  
www.cedarparkregional.com

Deanna Chestnut opened Ezy-
Organizing-for life, a home-based home 
organization consulting business, in Cedar 
Park in July. Chestnut helps homeowners 
use strategies to organize their homes 
and provides psychological assistance 
to help them understand what leads to 
clutter in their lives. The business serves 
residents in Cedar Park, Leander, Round 
Rock and North Austin and is available by 
appointment. 506-8190,  
www.ezyorganizing.com

Purrfect Talker opened in Cedar Park 
in July, helping homeowners with their 
kittens and cats. The home-based business 
provides counseling, behavioral training 
and mediation between owners and 
kittens. Available by appointment.  
506-8190, www.purrfecttalker.com

Lindsay Patterson launched Reflect 
& Record, a Web-based business that 
records audio and video for personal 
documentaries, in August. Customers 
receive a CD of the interview that includes 
other photos, video and music. Patterson 
also does multimedia presentations for 
events. She serves the Austin area from 
Georgetown to  
 

Now Open

1  Brandi New opened BLUSHthis Salon, 
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 202, on Aug. 9 in 
Cedar Park. The salon offers hair, makeup, 
spray tan and massage services. Open 
Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.– 
2 p.m. and evenings by appointment.  
259-9899, www.blushthissalon.com

2  Koko FitClub, a fitness club that 
utilizes a technology-based personal 
training system, opened Aug. 15 at  
9231 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 106. This 
30-minutes-or-less workout system will 
also be implemented in six additional 
locations coming to Williamson County 
over the next year. Open 24 hours. Office is 
open Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.– 
1 p.m. 814-6824, www.kokofitclub.com 

3  LifeChurch, formerly Lakeline 
Church, opened Aug. 28 at 1075 CR 271 
in Leander. The church has existed since 
1997 without a permanent site, operating 
out of several temporary locations. The 
new church is on 33 acres of land with a 
5,000-square-foot worship center and also 
serves as a food pantry and emergency 
refuge shelter. 260-5151,  
www.yourlifechurch.org
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The Isle at Cedar Park is scheduled to open in 
September, offering an upscale assisted living fa-
cility with private bedrooms and various amenities. 

Dream Cars Austin moved to Cedar Park in Au-
gust and offers used car sales at the lot that was 
formerly Austintatious Autos.

San Marcos. 337-3706,  
www.reflectandrecord.com

Coming Soon

6  Hemingway Restaurant and Bar is 
slated to open this year at 500 Cypress 
Creek Road, Ste. 170. The restaurant will 
serve hand-cut steaks, fresh seafood, 
innovative small plates, an extensive wine 
list, proprietary cocktails and a full bar. 
The menu will be changing seasonally 
with regionally unifying themes. The 
4,800-square-foot site has a patio and 
fireplace. 

7  The Isle at Cedar Park, 2200 S. 
Lakeline Blvd., is an upscale assisted-
living facility with a nursing unit coming 
to Cedar Park in late September. The Isle 
hosts private bedrooms, a movie theater, 
fitness center, beauty salon, coffee bar 
and an assortment of daily activities and 
outings. Located next to its sister facility, 
Cedar Ridge Alzheimer’s Unit, The Isle 
is accepting deposits for pre-leases. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–8 p.m. 219-0200, http://
jeaseniorliving.com/cedarpark.html 

8  Larry Peel Company expects to start 
construction later this year on Muir Lake 
Apartments in Cedar Park. The 332-unit 
complex will stand at the northwest corner 
of Avery Ranch Boulevard and US 183 near 
a new man-made lake. The amenities will 
include a clubhouse, fitness center and spa. 
The project is expected to open in 2013.  
327-3333, www.larrypeel.com

9  Selling specialty board games for all 
ages, Tenth Planet Games and Comics 
will open at 200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. F1, Cedar 
Park, in October. Tenth Planet Games 
and Comics will also sell game accessories 
and card games including “Magic: The 
Gathering.” Open Mon., Wed., Thu.  
10 a.m.–8 p.m.; Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–10 p.m.;  
Sun. noon–6 p.m., 
www.tenthplanetstore.com

10 Serving fresh pastries, breads and 
desserts, Two Saints Baking Company & 

Cafe is expected to open at  
106 W. Willis St., Leander, in late 2011.  
The restaurant will feature lunch 
sandwiches, soups and salads a full coffee 
bar. Open Mon.–Fri. 6 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 7 a.m.–2 p.m.  

Relocations

11  Dream Cars Austin moved from 
Austin to 910 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park, 
on Aug. 22. The dealership occupies the 
former location of Austintatious Autos 
and sells affordable, high-end, preowned 
vehicles of all kinds. The location features a 
full service and repair center. Open Mon.–
Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m., 250-2000,  
www.dreamcarsaustin.com

12  Kyle Sullivan teaches Adobe Flash 
animation courses at Discovery Business 
Park, 715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 501. 
Sullivan recently relocated his business 
within Discovery Business Park and is 
available by appointment. 417-3358,  
www.whitelightninghq.com

13 Rockhold Karate is moving to a 
2,000-square-foot space at Lakeline Oaks, 
1075 Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 104, Cedar Park, 
from The Railyard Shopping Center 
in Cedar Park on Oct. 1. Owner Chris 
Rockhold offers classes in martial arts, 
cardio kickboxing and Korean swords. 
Instructors will also teach tai chi. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 3:30–9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–noon. 
699-9288, www.rockholdkarate.com

In the News

Cedar Park resident and former Cedar 
Park Center Executive Chef Orlando 
Apodaca published a cookbook in July. 
“Dreams and Memories Cooking with 
Imagination” features recipes and photos 
from Apodaca’s travels across the globe 
to locales in Australia, the Americas and 
Hawaii. 808-649-9076, www.lulu.com/
spotlight/orlandoapodaca

In the Community

Conscious Cupcake, a Rollingwood-based 

home business, is serving up homemade 
cupcakes with a healthy twist. Co-owner 
Nora Eddings said the mission of the 
custom cupcake business is “to provide 
beautiful and delicious treats with 
wholesome, organic ingredients while 
supporting local farmers.” Conscious 
Cupcake delivers to Austin and the 
surrounding area and caters for large 
events such as wedding and baby showers. 
Cupcakes for dietary restrictions like 
gluten-free and vegan are available.  
940-782-0654,  
www.consciouscupcakeaustin.com

Placenta Encapsulation Specialist Lisa 
Kestler opened Hill County Placentas 
Aug. 1. Placenta is placed in a capsule 
form and can be ingested by mothers 
to help them transition through the 
postpartum period. Kestler said the 
placenta is rich in minerals, vitamins 
and nutrients. Hill Country Placentas is 
based out of another business owned by 
Kestler, Red Poppy Baby, located inside 
the Central Texas Birth Center at 111 W. 
Cooperative Way, Ste. 225, Georgetown. 
Kestler serves, Leander, Cedar Park, 
Austin and surrounding areas. 517-9017, 
www.hillcountryplacentas.com

Robert Reisch owns and operates Koko FitClub in North Austin. Koko offers personalized interactive train-
ing systems. 

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail LCP@impactnews.com.

7

2

11

Compiled by Idan Englander and Victor O’Brien

Avery Ranch Dental    
www.AveryRanchDental.com

Excellence in Cosmetic and General Dentistry

512-246-7645
Dr. Elizabeth Lowery

Accredited by theFree Cosmetic
Consultation!

When it matters the most,
Trust your smile 
to the very best... Visit our tiny village on the shores of the Sea of Galilee where 

you can � nd many things to explore such as

Be sure to join us for an evening of Free Family Fun!
Visit  for more info
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CALENDAR

(economic development panel),  
10:30 a.m. (company sign in), 11 a.m.– 
12:30 p.m. (speed pitching to companies), 
12:30–1:30 p.m. (lunch for attending 
businesses), 1–3 p.m. (space for in-depth 
interviews)  Free (attendees), $50 suggested 
donation (participating businesses) • Hill 
Country Bible Church Northwest, 12124 N. RR 
620, Austin • 983-7009  
http://talentconnectaustin.info

7 Movies in the Park: “Hoodwinked Too!” 
Bring blankets, lawn chairs and picnics and 
watch “Hoodwinked Too!” on a large screen at 
Elizabeth Milburn Park. Concessions are not 
available, and glass containers are prohibited. 
7:30 p.m. • Free • Elizabeth Milburn Park, 
1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5500  
www.cedarparktx.us

8 Way Off Broadway Community Players 
present ‘The Cat Princess’
WOBCP are putting on a play in Robin 
Bledsoe Park with the support of Leander’s 
Parks and Recreation Department. “The Cat 
Princess” tells the story of a greedy princess 

Sept. 24
By Macy Hurwitz

Leander’s annual celebration of bluegrass music will feature headliner Allen Hurt & the 
Mountain Showmen, who have been performing for more than 25 years. A Dutch band, The 
Bluegrass Boogiemen, will also take the stage, as well as Central Texas artists Out of the 
Blue and Blacktop Bend. 

The music will begin at 11 a.m. with an open jam session at Bledsoe Pavilion, followed by 
the bands, starting with Out of the Blue, at 12:30 p.m. The headliner will go on at 8 p.m. 
There will be activities for children throughout the day, and there will be a variety of vendors 
providing concessions, though attendees may bring their own food and beverages. Alcohol 
and glass containers are prohibited at the event.

11 a.m.–10 p.m. • Free • Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander •  528-9909  
www.leandertx.gov

Je
nn

 R
ai

ns

Festival attendees enjoy the music at the 2010 Bluegrass Festival at Robin Bledsoe Park. Previous 
performers have included Grammy Award-nominated artist Sarah Jarosz and Alan Munde.

Sixth Annual SuddenLink Bluegrass Festival

24 National Public Lands Day
Williamson County celebrates the 18th Annual 
National Public Lands Day by working to 
restore and maintain Jim Rodgers Trail at the 
Williamson County Southwest Regional Park. 
The county is asking for volunteers to help 
spread mulch, trim overhanging vegetation 
and level rough spots on the trail. • Free 
Williamson County Southwest Regional Park, 
3005 CR 175, Leander • 260-4226 
www.wilco.org

Romance reader’s social 
The Cedar Park Public Library hosts a 
celebration of romance novels, allowing 
romance fans to meet authors, swap books 
and talk romance. • 2–5 p.m. • Free • 550 
Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600   
www.cedarparktx.us/library

28 Burgers, Beer & Bingo

The Twin Creeks Country Club’s Ladies Golf 
Association is sponsoring a series of events 
to benefit local and national breast cancer 
research charities. This event will allow 
attendees to play bingo and drink beer while 
supporting the search for a cure for breast 
cancer. • 7 p.m. • $19.95 for dinner, two bingo 
cards and bottomless beer • Twin Creeks 
Clubhouse, 3201 Twin Creeks Club Drive, 
Cedar Park • 918-1268   
carlawordsmith@sbcglobal.net

30 Concert for the Cure
The Rejectables play a live show on the Twin 
Creeks Country Club lawn to kick off several 
breast cancer benefit events. • 7 p.m. • Free  
Twin Creeks Country Club, 3201 Twin Creeks 
Club Drive, Cedar Park • 331-5900  
www.twincreeksclub.com

October

1 Leander High School Band Boosters 
Sunset Dinner Cruise
The dinner cruise is the first of a series of 
“Parent’s Night Out” series. Passengers 
aboard “The Flagship Texas”—the largest 
freshwater boat in Texas—will eat fajitas and 
dance while traveling around Lake Travis.  
6:30–10 p.m. • $40 • 6506 Bob Wentz Park 
Road, Austin • 570-1036  
events@leanderband.com 

Rally for the Cure golf tournament
The Twin Creeks Ladies Golf Association 
invites the community to join in its fourth 
annual Rally for the Cure golf tournament 
to benefit Austin’s Breast Cancer Resource 
Center and the national Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation. The event includes 
a lunch, a sit-down dinner, a raffle and silent 
auction. • 10:30 a.m. • $125 (non-members) 
$100 (members) • Twin Creeks Country Club, 
3201 Twin Creeks Club Drive, Cedar Park  
918-1268 • carlawordsmith@sbcglobal.net

HarvestFest 5K Family Fun Run
The 5K chip-timed event has participants 
running by the San Gabriel River and the 
hike and bike trail in Georgetown. The event 
benefits the WBC Opportunities Meals on 
Wheels program, which serves Cedar Park 
and Leander. • 8 a.m. • $10–$35 • San Gabriel 
Park, 445 E. Morrow St., Georgetown   
763-1400 • www.harvestfest5krun.org

2 Cars and Coffee: Germanfest
Automobile enthusiasts gather in Old Town 
Leander to admire a variety of classic, vintage, 
antique and exotic vehicles. Preferred parking 
for the October event is given to German 
vehicles, such as Audi, BMW and Volkswagen.  
11 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • 200 W. Willis St., 
Leander • www.carsandcoffee.info

3  WEC Talent Connect (job fair) 
The Wilco Entrepreneurs Community and 
Austin Job Seekers Network host the Talent 
Connect & Entrepreneur Exchange, in which 
the “speed dating” technique is combined 
with job interviews, so businesses can meet 
prospects for volunteer, short-term, contract 
or full-time positions. • 8:30 a.m. (job-seeker 
sign in), 9 a.m. (entrepreneur speaker), 10 a.m. 

September

17 Cave Day
The Texas Cave Conservancy offers cave-
related activities at five sites. Participants can 
choose between three hikes, one of which 
features a visit to an Indian shelter cave, or 
they may go underground in two caves, Avery 
Ranch Cave or Dies Ranch Cave. • 10 a.m.– 
4 p.m. • Free •  www.cedarparktx.us • 401-5500

23 Movies in the Park:  ‘Toy Story 3’
The Leander Parks and Recreation 
Department shows the Academy Award-
winning animated film “Toy Story 3” at Robin 
Bledsoe Park. Movies begin at dusk, and 
the parks department encourages attendees 
to bring lawn chairs, blankets and picnics. 
Friendly, leashed pets are welcome, but 
alcohol and glass containers are prohibited. 
7:45–10:15 p.m. • Free • Robin Bledsoe Park, 
601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 528-9909   
www.leandertx.gov

Movies in the Park:  ‘Megamind’
Watch the animated movie “Megamind” on 
the lawn at Elizabeth Milburn Park. Bring 
blankets, lawn chairs and picnics, but leave 
glass containers at home. • 8 p.m. • Free 
Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., 
Cedar Park • 401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

Worth the Trip

23–25 Day Out with Thomas
Take a 25-minute ride on a full-size Thomas 
the Tank Engine. Passengers will meet 
Sir Topham Hatt, hear stories, enjoy live 
music, build with Mega Bloks and take part 
in Thomas-themed activities with stamps, 
temporary tattoos and arts and crafts. Rides 
last one hour, but the activities are to be 
enjoyed for several hours, so Austin Steam 
Train recommends arriving an hour before the 
departure time. Departure times: 8:30 a.m., 
9:20 a.m., 10:10 a.m., 11 a.m., 11:50 a.m., 
12:40 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2:20 p.m., 3:10 p.m.,  
4 p.m., 4:50 p.m., 5:40 p.m. • $18 (single)  
$14 (group) • 401 E. Jackson St., Burnet  
866-468-7630 • www.austinsteamtrain.org
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Live music in September

Cedar Park Farms to Market
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Austin • Saturday rain or shine
9 a.m.–1 p.m. • 363-5700
Sept. 17 Dim Lit Daylight
24  Ulrich Ellison
Oct. 1 Smith & Company
8  Woody Russell
15  Nefesh

The Dig Pub
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • Thursdays and Fridays 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays 
996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com
Sept. 16 Chrome Wheels
22  Karen Chisholm
23   Jim Nosler
 30  Dim Lit Daylight
Oct. 7 Mark Craven
14  Shaun Davenport

Moonie’s Burger House
200 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park • 259-5214 
Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic country 
and old rock ‘n’ roll every Thursday 6–9 p.m.

The Post Beer Bar
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park  
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 258-2434  
www.thepostbeerbar.com
Sept. 17 Catfish and the Hushpuppies
24  South Texas Sounds
Oct. 1 HR Back Country
8   Dwayn Davis Band

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, 
Cedar Park • Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. 
260-2060 • www.shootersbilliards.net
Sept. 17 LC Rocks (at 9:30 p.m.)
24  Capital Suspects
Oct. 1 LC Rocks (at 9:30 p.m.)
8  Suede
15  Matt Begley & Bitter Whiskey

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
11416 N. RR 620, Austin • Fridays  
9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 401-2060  
www.shootersbilliards.net
 Sept. 16 Capital Suspects
23  Montana Max
30  Suede
Oct. 7 LC Rocks (at 9:30 p.m.)
14  Identity Theft

Spotlight Karaoke and Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • Every other Friday 9 p.m.–1 a.m. 
259-3838 • www.spotlightkaraokebar.com
Sept. 23 The Newsboyz
Oct. 15 Black Top Gypsys

True Grits Texas Bar and Grill
18645 FM 1431, Jonestown • Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. • 267-4749 
www.truegritsgrill.com
Sept. 16 Daniel Tessmer
17  KB and the Headliners
24  Jul and the Chrome Wheels
30  Douglas Clyde Morton
Oct. 1 Relentless
8  Mike Milligan and the Altar Boys

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/central-texas/calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Cedar Park Center calendar
Sept. 29 Club Life by Tiesto, 9 p.m., tickets 
are $36.50, $51.50, ages 18 and up only

 30 Texas Stars vs. San Antonio Rampage, 
7:30 p.m.    

Oct. 1 Miranda Lambert, 7:30 p.m., tickets 
are $28.25, $38.25, $46.25

7  Dolly Parton, 7:30 p.m., tickets are $55, 
$65, $75

9  Texas Stars opening night vs. Oklahoma 
City Barons, 5 p.m.

 11 Roger Daltrey performs The Who’s 
“Tommy,” 7:30 p.m.

 14 Texas Stars vs. Houston Aeros, 7:30 p.m.

who wants a witch’s magical cat. • 6 p.m. 
Free, but donations welcome • Robin Bledsoe 
Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander   
528-9909 • www.wobcp.org

15 Leander Firehouse of Horror
Tour the Leander Fire Department’s new 
training tower, which is transformed into 
a haunted house. There are other non-
frightening events as well. • 7 p.m.–midnight  
Tickets will be four for $1 for games or 
refreshments • Leander Fire Department,  
101 E. Sonny Drive, Leander   
gpetty@leandertx.gov

15–16  Art in the Square
This juried festival features the work of about 
100 artists and offers patrons art to view and 
purchase. • Sat. 10 a.m.– 7 p.m. and Sun.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Free • The Georgetown 
Square • 281-222-6820 
 www.artinsquare.com

16 Women Fore! Hope Golf Tournament
The four-person scramble, all-woman golf 
tournament will benefit Hope Alliance, 
Williamson County’s domestic violence and 
sexual assault response and prevention 
program. Participants will receive a ticket to 
the “Safe at Home” dinner Oct. 15 hosted by 
Ruth and Nolan Ryan at Cimarron Hills Golf & 
Country Club. • 7:30 a.m. registration, 9 a.m. 
shotgun start • $175 (single) $700 (team of 
four) • 200 Cimarron Hills Trail, Georgetown 
www.hopealliancetx.org

LEANDER FIRE DEPARTMENT
Station No. 3 • 101 E. Sonny Dr.
www.leanderfire.org • 528.2848 • gpetty@leandertx.gov

Saturday October 15 & 22 • 7pm–Midnight
Fun Festival

Ring Toss • Bean Bag Toss • And many more!

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

Featuring the 

FireHouse 
of Horror

Haunted House 
Tickets $5

Enter at your own risk!
No refunds.

For Kids of All  Ages
Refreshments • Carnival Games

Car nival 
Tickets 
25¢

OSBORNE, HELMAN, KNEBEL & DELEERY, LLP. 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

The band Lip Service played a collection of 
songs from the last three decades at Leander 

Chamber of Commerce’s Best Party Ever.

The prom king and queen of the Leander Chamber of Commerce’s Best Party Ever, Chris and 

Kim Haskins, sit on the throne after being selected by the event’s attendees for the award. 

Leander Economic Development Director Kirk Clennan sports a 

“pimp suit” for Leander’s prom-themed Best Party Ever. 

Children had their faces painted at this year’s Splash Jam in 

Cedar Park, which celebrates the end of the summer season.

Simon Garcia, with his family and Leander City Council behind 
him, was sworn into Leander City Council Place 3 on Sept. 1.

Cars and Coffee on Sept. 8 showcased classic and modern 
automobiles from across Europe, including a Ferrari (above).
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Apply at wheels101.com, call (512) 498-CARS or  
visit your nearest UFCU branch.
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 72 month 
term and includes up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit,  
the term of your loan and Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.  Rates subject to change 
without notice.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_5-11.indd   1 5/11/11   10:10 AM
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183A

1431

Toll 45

Ronald W 
Reagan Blvd.

Parmer Ln.

James Coatney: Over 20 years experience.  
Strength and Conditioning Coach-track and fi eld

Steve Juengert: Over 20 years experience.  
Former Olympic Gymnast

Chad Kroll: Over 20 years experience.  Certifi ed 
Nutritionist.  Lifestyle Coach.

Sheryl Lau: 20 years experience.  3 years N.P.C. 
and I.N.B.F. Fitness and Bikini competitor.

Lori Leonard: Teaches Spin, Boot Camp, 
Tabata, Boot Camps.  Awesome motivator.  
Innovative workouts.  Gets results.

Michelle Olsen: Teaches Zumba, Pilates 
Step, Stability Balls. 

George Romiti: Former U.S. Military Infantry 
Sargent.  Nutrition and Weight Loss Specialist.

Thomas Vu: Injury recovery and weight loss 
specialist

THE BEST TRAINERS IN CENTRAL TEXAS:

512-260-1500 
3621 E. Whitestone Blvd., Suite 400  
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Health Spa 
Permit #20100101.  

Texas massage 
License ME2064.www.inspirefi tnessonline.com

Non-Member 
Group Exercise 

Class Rates 
Available

DID YOU JUST LOSE 300 POUNDS???
The kids are back in school…It’s time to take care of YOURSELF!

Go to our website www.inspirefi tnessonline.com  for more info on our trainers
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SUmmEr 2011 Cedar Park 
City Council asks city Planning 
Director Rawls Howard to look 
into address and/or ZIP code 
changes to avoid future errors.

NOV. 4, 2010 A member of the 
comptroller’s staff informs the city 
that additional errors have been 
found, totaling $209,891.26. 

APrIL 29, 2010 Comptroller 
Susan Combs accepts the city’s 
10-year repayment proposal.

2008 City staff notice unusual 
fluctuations in the city’s sales 
taxes.

JANUAry 2010 The 
comptroller’s office completes the 
audit and tells Cedar Park it has to 
pay back $2,762,180.62.

JUNE 2011 City Councilmen  
Matt Powell and Tony Dale, along with Cedar 
Park Finance Director Josh Selleck, meet 

with Combs and other comptroller staffers  
to discuss possible remedies.

mAy 2010 City staff finds 
another error from a store in the 
Lakeline Mall area. City staff meet 

with staff at the comptroller’s 
office and discusses the 
$115,754.19 error May 27. 

AUg. 31, 2009 City staff meets with 
staff from the comptroller’s office to discuss 
misallocations in sales tax payments to Cedar 
Park from businesses in Austin’s municipal 
jurisdiction. Comptroller staff tells Cedar Park 
staff they will conduct an audit stretching back 
    four years as required by state law.

Tax
Continued from | 1

mArCh 31, 2010 Cedar 
Park proposes a repayment plan to 
the comptroller’s office to pay back 
$2,706,937.01, which removes the 2 percent
    collection fee the comptroller charges.

Errors, an audit and taxes: A timeline

Source: City of Cedar Park

see what could be done to ensure 
these misallocations do not con-
tinue.  

“Some of those businesses are 
owned by people in other cities 
or other states, so they don’t have 
any ideas that they’re really in the 
City of Austin, not in the City of 
Cedar Park,” Dale said.

Selleck said city Budget Direc-
tor Aaron Rector goes through 
about 1,800 sales tax records 
per month to look for misalloca-
tions, and the comptroller’s office 
has two staffers going over the 
records from the Lakeline Mall 
area as well.

“So now we’ve got three sets 
of eyes poring over this trying 
to make sure that these types of 
errors don’t happen again,” Sell-
eck said.

A change of address
City staff has been looking at 

ways to fix discrepancies between 
mailing addresses and munici-
pal jurisdictions and tasked city 
Planning Director Rawls How-
ard with communicating with 
the postmaster to see if that is 
feasible. Howard said staff met 
with the postmasters of Leander 

and Cedar Park, gave them maps 
of proposed address changes and 
received acceptance from each 
postmaster.

“After our discussions, we then 
mailed our address change request 
to the USPS regional headquarters 
in San Antonio,” Howard said. 
“We received a response back 
from their district manager of 
what areas in our proposal they 
would be willing to consider and 
that they would be undertak-
ing the process for surveying the 
addresses.”

‘A legislative fix’
Dale said his preference would 

be for the comptroller’s office to 
come up with a change in the way 
the businesses report and submit 
sales tax remittances. 

“Our desire would be a legisla-
tive fix where systems that busi-
nesses use help them do it right,” 
Dale said, adding, however, that 
he was not hopeful that would 
happen any time soon. “There’d 
have to be some substantial IT 
work done, which, of course, costs 
money, so there is no appetite on 
the Legislature’s side to possibly 
put in remedies.”

Selleck said there is a silver 
lining to the additional scrutiny 
Cedar Park subjects its sales tax 

numbers to.
“Cedar Park is still growing 

and still has so much commer-
cial growth, regardless of these 
issues. I think it’s good and 

healthy for us to be in a posi-
tion where we’re paying atten-
tion to where growth occurs and 
verifying, not just that we don’t 
get somebody else’s (taxes), but Comment at impactnews.com

2011

2010

2009

2008

that we’re getting everything 
that belongs to come here,”  
Selleck said.

But what about his heart? Heart disease may run in your family and 
there’s an easy, painless way to find out. A HeartSaver CT scan at Heart 
Hospital of Austin can quickly determine your risk in its earliest and  
most treatable stages. In heart disease, early detection is critical. And  
you can trust our expertise with hearts, because for six years in a row, 
HealthGrades® has ranked us as the number one heart program in Texas.

To schedule a HeartSaver CT scan, call 512-407-SAVE today.

HeartHospitalofAustin.com

You clearly have your father’s eyes.

HSCT_CI_fall ad.indd   1 8/31/11   11:12 AM

Our experts know FIT Matters.

Join the BAREFOOT REVOLUTION!

New Balance Minimus is
available in a running,

training and walking shoe. 
Many styles, colors, sizes and
widths for men and women.

Inspired by barefoot running, NB Minimus introduces an entirely new
running, training and walking experience. NB Minimus o�ers

the comfort of a running shoe in a minimal, low-to-the-ground package.

X20 Minimus Barefoot
Cross Trainer

T10 Minimus Barefoot
Trail Runner

5525 Burnet Rd.
(just south of Koenig Ln.)

Austin, TX  78756
512-459-7603   karavelshoes.com

ROUND ROCK

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790
(near Ikea in the University Oaks
Shopping Center)
Round Rock, TX  78665
512-610-3990
newbalanceroundrock.com

Two amazing
NEW BALANCE stores!

Austin’s Premier
New Balance Shop
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Get a free, 14-day trial at 
volusion.com/impact
800.646.3517

Volusion makes it easy 
to open an online store.

WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?WHAT’S STOPPING YOU?

ONLINEONLINEONLINE
SELL ANYTHING

IT WOULD BE

F I G H T
PROSTATE 
C A N C E R
Texas Oncology played a pivotal role in testing 24 of the last 30 new cancer  

drugs approved by the FDA. With world-class cancer care and research in your 

community, you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)

www.TexasOncology.com/Austin 

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle  

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CELEBRATING
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WilCo commissioners adopt $126.88M 
budget, reduce property tax rate
Includes pay increases, cuts to public assistance services

NEWS REPORT

By Gene Davis
After cutting more than $2.6 million 

from the proposed fiscal year 2012 bud-
get, Williamson County commissioners 
approved a $126.88 million general fund 
budget Aug. 30. Commissioners voted 
unanimously to reduce the property tax 
rate by approximately 0.002312 per $100 
in assessed value, making the 2011–12 
adopted tax rate 0.487687 per $100 in 
assessed value.

The slight tax decrease will largely off-
set the slight increase in home property 
values, meaning the average Williamson 
County resident will pay approximately 
the same in taxes in 2012 as 2011.

The $126.88 million general fund budget 
is about a 2.03 percent increase from the 
fiscal year 2011 budget of $124.36 million. 

“It’s nobody’s ideal budget. It doesn’t 
have everything in it or out of it that any of 
us want,” Precinct 3 Commissioner Cyn-
thia Long said. “But I think from the work 
we did last week and previous months, we 
got to a place where we could have a bal-
anced budget, and that took a lot of hard 
work from a lot of folks.”

Civilian county employees will receive 

General fund budget for Williamson County

Sources: Williamson 
County, U.S. Census Bureau
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across-the-board pay increases. The origi-
nal proposed budget gave a 3 percent 
across-the-board raise to civilian county 
employees, but commissioners reduced 
the raise to 1.5 percent. Civilian county 
employees had not received a raise in  
two years.

Williamson County held two special 
sessions during which they individually 
went through items pertinent to the bud-
get. 

“It’s been kind of a painful process, but a 
really good process,” Williamson County 
Judge Dan Gattis said of approving the 
2011–12 budget.

Commissioners originally considered 
more than $200,000 in cuts to public 
assistance services. But after debate, pub-
lic testimony and the special budget ses-
sions, commissioners reduced the cuts to  
roughly $74,600.

The cuts include $20,000 in funding to 
CARTS, which provides transportation 
for people without other options, and 
$7,600 in funding for Williamson-Burnett 
Senior Nutrition, which includes Meals 
on Wheels. Commissioners also approved 
a $15,000 cut for Early Childhood 

Intervention—which helps assist families 
with children who are born with disabili-
ties—and a $32,000 cut for the Child Wel-
fare Board. The cut for the Child Welfare 
Board is designated to eliminate county 
funding for drug testing parents before 
they can visit with their children. 

Commissioners said they were look-
ing to cut funding for public assistance 

services that had other funding sources.
Gattis said the Williamson County 

budget has increased annually because the 
population has grown by approximately 
70 percent in the last 10 years

“Every time we get another person, that 
means we got to service those people, 
somewhat,” Gattis said. “And that’s a big 
deal; it’s hard.” 

• Highest level 
of Montessori 
accreditation worldwide

• Oldest family of Montessori 
schools in Greater North 
Austin

• Decades of family and staff 
experience in education, with 
highly accredited teachers

• Advanced socio-academic, 
character and sensory-motor 
development

• Highly specialized and fun 
learning environments

• Individualized lesson focus 
and variety of group activities

• Peaceful, secure and 
spacious facilities

• Multiple after-school and 
unique enrichment programs

OOPEN YYEAAARR RROUUNDD 
MOON. - FFRI..  

77:000 A.MM. --- 66:000 P.MM.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori
512.260.2261

1220 Cottonwood Creek Trail (CR185)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

wwww.sapieentiamontessori.com

Cedar Park Montessori
512.259.8495

400 E. Whitestone Blvd (FM1431)
Cedar Park, TX 78613

wwww.cedarparkmontessori.com

Hi h t l l

Toddler, Pre-K, 
Private Elementary (K – 6th grade)

Now enrolling ages 18 months – 12 years 
for 2011-13 academic years

Your child could be ready for advanced and gifted 
grade-level courses by Kindergarten!

• Comfortable Waiting Area with Couches

• Big Screen TV

• Free WiFi & Refreshments including
   fresh ground Taste of Austin Coffee

• Courtesy Shuttle in local area

• After Hours Drop Off & Pick Up

• 12 Months, 12,000 mile, Nationwide Warranty

512.219.6900
12326 Ranch Road 620 N., Austin
(between Lake Creek and Ridgeline)

Call or visit 
austinautotechs.com 
to schedule an appointment!

HONEST QUALITY SERVICEIndependent, Owner Operated Full Service Garage

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

May be combined with other offers on this card.
An appointment is required. Expires 10/14/11

May be combined with other offers on this card.
An appointment is required. Expires 10/14/11

FREE 
Inspection
up to $30.00 value
New customers only.

ANY REPAIR
With this ad.

10% OFF
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Independent Member of the Medical Staff  
at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

Cedar Park Regional Medical 

Center is pleased to welcome  

John Branch, M.D., to its medical 

staff. Dr. Branch is a board-certified 

ophthalmologist who treats your 

eyesight like the precious gift it is.

700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Suite 203 
Cedar Park, TX

56861_CEDA_Branch_10x6_04c.indd   1 8/23/11   4:41 PM
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model BAB P1. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly payments of $209.00, � nal pymt / residual 
= $12,356. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,066. Stk# Z6061. 2-Volvo - With approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $3,693 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly 
payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $20,065.50. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3146. 0.9% for 48 mo. = $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered 
to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with cargo mat and Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,585. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at 
inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $21,585. 35 monthly payments of $429. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance 
and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. 
O� ers expire 10-3-11.  4-Saab -MSRP $40,950 - $7,000 Roger Beasley discount = $33,950 +TT&L. Stock# Y8202. Vehicles shown are for display purposes and may not be the actual vehicles.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2011 Saab 9-5 Sport Sedan

2 V

u

2012

Incl

ort Seedan

OFF4

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan

$209mo 1

2yr/24k free maintenance

$7,000

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro

$429 mo3

1st payment paid by Audi
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Hal Hawes announces candidacy for 
County Attorney

  Cedar Park City Council
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park
401-5000, www.cedarparktx.us 
Sept. 22 and Oct. 6, 6:30 p.m.
Watch replays Saturday and Sunday  
at noon on CPTV-10 or online.

  Leander City Council
201 N. Brushy St., Leander
528-2743, www.leandertx.org 
Oct. 6 and 20, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays, 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Gene Davis, Victor O’Brien and Macy Hurwitz

City moves to mandatory 
water restrictions

Cedar Park city officials enacted man-
datory watering restrictions Aug. 25. 
Low lake levels and drought conditions 
prompted the change, officials stated in 
a news release.

The mandatory restrictions began 
when the city entered Stage 2 of the 
drought contingency plan, part of a 
requirement by the Lower Colorado 
River Authority as it tries to manage 
area water levels.

Outdoor watering is restricted to 
Thursdays and Sundays for residents 
with even-numbered addresses; resi-
dents with odd-numbered addresses 
may water Wednesdays and Saturdays; 
and commercial businesses may water 
Tuesdays and Fridays. All outdoor 
watering is required to be done before 
10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. on the designated 
days.

The city altered its drought contin-
gency plan in August to include admin-
istrative fines instead of municipal court 
citations. The city will begin fines after 
Sept. 23. 

LCRA postpones sale of wastewater 
system sought by area cities

The Lower Colorado River Authority 
Board of Directors tabled the sale of 27 
Texas water and wastewater systems. 

During an Aug. 23 committee meeting, 
the board proposed to sell the systems to 
Canada-based utility company Corix. 

The decision was tabled until September 
to re-evaluate the bid and other bidders, 
LCRA Director Scott Spears said. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Sept. 21.

Leander and a coalition of other area 
cities hoped to buy the system to prevent a 
private company from buying it and charg-
ing higher rates. 

Leander is seeking to buy the Sandy Creek waste-
water treatment site from the LCRA.

Cedar Park

Williamson County

Leander

Meetings

(From left): Anthony Serda of CP&Y, James Klotz 
with HNTB Corporation, CP&Y’s J.J. Rhooms, 
Mayor Pro Tem Lowell Moore, Mayor Bob Lemon, 
Williamson County Commissioner Cynthia Long, 
Carlos Lopez of TxDOT, and Cedar Park City 
Councilman Mitch Fuller. 
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Williamson County agrees to hold May 
elections in primary years

Williamson County will hold May 2012 
municipal elections, according to Williamson 
County Elections Administrator Rick Barron.

County officials previously worried a new 
state law requiring counties to provide military 
and overseas voters with ballots at least 45 days 
before an election would make it impossible for 
Williamson County to simultaneously hold and 
prepare for the municipal and November 2012 
presidential elections.

But Barron said the county will be able to 
purchase additional voting machines, train staff 
and have the additional space needed to hold 
the two elections.

“We have options,” he said. 

City cuts ribbon on  
RM 1431 project

Members of Cedar Park’s City 
Council, Precinct 3 Williamson County 
Commissioner Cynthia Long and others 
celebrated the completion of a three-
quarter mile project on RM 1431 from 
Toll 183A to Cottonwood Creek Trail. 

“This project has improved mobility, 
enhanced traffic safety and promotes 
future growth and development in Cedar 
Park according to our city’s strategic 
plan,” Cedar Park Mayor Bob Lemon 
said. “I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Williamson County for 
their partnership and recognize TxDOT 
for their hard work in administrating 
this project.”

The project transformed the road 
from a five-lane undivided roadway 
to a divided four-lane road and added 
protected right and left turns, lighting, 
sidewalks, landscaping on the existing 
median and traffic signal improvements 
at Cottonwood Creek Trail and C-Bar 
Ranch Trail.

Cedar Park and Williamson County 

entered into a cost-sharing agreement 
to fund the $1.37 million in design and 
engineering costs. The $6.08 million in 
construction costs were funded through 
the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, also known as Federal 
Stimulus Funding. CP&Y consulted on 
the design for the project and Hunter 
Industries LTD handled construction.
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Hal Hawes, legal adviser to the 
Williamson County Commission-
ers Court, announced Aug. 17 he 
plans to run for Williamson County 
Attorney in the 2012 Republican 
Primary. 

Hawes said he was running 
because the current county attor-
ney, Jana Duty, can not effectively 
do her job because of legal disputes 
she had with Williamson County 
commissioners.

The 3rd Court of Appeals 

dismissed a 
lawsuit Duty 
filed against 
county com-
missioners 
for allegedly 
violating the Open 
Meetings Act Aug. 24.

Duty said her legal disputes with 
commissioners resulted from her 
properly doing her job.

County primaries are scheduled 
for March 6, 2012. 

Hal Hawes

Now accepting 
new patients!

Call today to schedule 
an appointment.

512-410-7774 • www.GsDentalStudio.com
12920 Parmer Ln., Ste. 101 Cedar Park, TX 78613

We provide full dental treatment.

• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Conventional Orthodontics, 

Invisalign, Fast Braces
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Complete, Partial and 

Immediate Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain 

Crowns and Veneers

LET US DESIGN YOUR PERFECT SMILE!

New Patient Exam and Digital Xrays for $50.00 
(a $275 Value). Must mention this ad when scheduling. 

We are contracted with most Dental 
Plans and honor all PPO plans

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

North Austin   •   South Austin   •   Georgetown   •   Bastrop
512-485-7200  •  PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT
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Capital Area Food Bank of Texas
Fighting hunger in Central Texas through advocacy and action

As Texans continue to try to find 
normalcy after wildfires swept     
 through Central Texas in 

early September, leaving thousands of 
families without homes, the Capital 
Area Food Bank of Texas is lending 
a hand and encouraging citizens to 
donate food or funds to help rebuild 
the lives of those affected.  

Hank Perret, the president and CEO 
of CAFBT, and his staff of 70 full-time 
employees and 16,000 volunteers are 
expanding services to advocate for 
better federal programs, promoting 
nutrition education and expanding 
programs that connect the food bank 
to different food pantries throughout 
its 21-county service region.

“We are doing a myriad of things 
you wouldn’t think a food bank might 
do because it is a different day. If we 
could work ourselves out of the job, 
that would be the best thing we can 
do,” Perret said. “Hunger is unaccept-
able. It is just unacceptable.” 

In any given week, 48,000 Cen-
tral Texans receive food from the 
CAFBT. In just one month, the 

60,000-square-foot warehouse goes 
through an entire stock of inventory 
that holds up to 2 million pounds of 
food, but that amount is not enough to 
keep hungry Texans fed.

With 16,000 volunteers contribut-
ing nearly 80,000 hours of service and 
more than 25 million pounds of food 
annually, the food bank is still in need 
of donations—food and funds—to 
help hungry Texans. 

The food bank announced July 8 
that it will be moving its headquarters 
from South Austin to the Austin-
Bergstrom International Airport area. 
The new building will be double the 
current size of the center with 125,000 
square feet of space. Turner said build-
ing will start in spring 2012. 

With the summertime heat scorch-
ing Central Texas, the summer 
months are a difficult time for area 
residents living on the poverty line as 
the increasing cost of utilities cuts into 
grocery budgets and available money.

“Hunger doesn’t take a vacation,” 
said John Turner, the senior direc-
tor of marketing and branding at the 

food bank. “We get lots of help in the 
fall around Thanksgiving and the 
holidays, but we have just as many 
hungry people on June 24 as we do on 
Nov. 24.”

Funds currently raised for CAFBT 
will go directly toward helping the 
organization during disaster response. 
Items can be brought to the CAFBT 
warehouse located at 8201 S. Congress 
Ave. in Austin or north drop-off loca-
tions that can be found on the food 
bank’s website. 

Desired food donations for fire 
victims include healthy, nonperish-
able items such as water, Gatorade, 
ready-to-eat meals such as chili, stew 
or canned pasta with sauce, single-
serving snacks such as protein or 
granola bars, single-serving foods that 
do not require refrigeration, diapers 
and baby formula.

For more information on how to 
contribute to the disaster relief efforts, 
visit the food bank’s website at  
www.austinfoodbank.org. 

NONPROFIT

The Capital Area Food Bank’s warehouse holds 2 million pounds of 
food that is given away to area residents within one month. 
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By Kate Hull

Capital Area Food Bank
8201 S. Congress Ave. 
282-2111
www.austinfoodbank.org

Slaughter Ln.
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We’ve opened a new financial center in Cedar Park. Stop by and say “hello” 

to bankers who’ll  actually enjoy meeting you and providing the kind of 

personal service that’s al l  too rare these days. And while our coffee’s 

pretty  good, we think you ’ l l  be  even  more  impressed  wi th  our  banking .

1 4 5 0  E .  W H I T E S T O N E ,  E A S T  O F  1 8 3 A    frostbank.com/switch
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NEWS UPDATE

Leander fire labeled arson by investigators

Cedar Park apartment fire involves two buildings

 Investigators suspect the  
300-acre, Sept. 5 Moonglow fire 
in Leander was started inten-
tionally, Leander Fire Chief Bill 
Gardner announced Sept. 6.

“Currently, the investigators 
from the task force that are on 
the scene are going to be releas-
ing information. There was a 
device found that initiated the 
fire. We’re going to call this an 
arson fire,” Gardner said.

Gardner announced the new 
details during a news confer-
ence to prepare evacuees from 
about 120 homes in the Mason 
Creek North subdivision to 
return to their residences on the 
evening of Sept. 6.

According to a William-
son County release, witnesses 
observed two males and two 
females—all described as 15–16 
years old and Caucasian—
running from a wooded area 
behind the Mason Creek North 
Subdivision where investigators 
believe the fire started. 

One of the females was wear-
ing a pink shirt and blue jeans 
and had dark black, possibly 
dyed, hair. The other female 
was wearing a white T-shirt and 
jeans and had dirty blonde hair.

“The males are both described 

 Cedar Park fire claims two homes, damages several more 
A fire broke out in Cedar Park near 

Woods Lane and US 183 on Sept. 4, com-
pletely destroying two homes and caus-
ing damage to several more. According 
to a city news release, the Cedar Park 
Fire Department was dispatched to the 
scene at 11:37 a.m. and found a field in 
flames with the fire heading toward 
homes along Woods Lane.

“Neighbors were helpful,” Cedar Park 
Fire Chief Chris Connealy said in the 
release. “Unfortunately, we lost two homes, 
but it could have been much worse.”

Cedar Park was under a red flag 

warning through most of the Labor 
Day weekend, with wind gusts of up to  
30 miles per hour, which made fires 
spread rapidly and were more difficult to 
extinguish.

“During these conditions of sev-
eral red flag warning days combined 
with the drought, just a cigarette or 
a tiny spark can set acres on fire,”  
Connealy said. 

 Fire investigators have not deter-
mined the cause of the fire.

Firefighters from at least six agen-
cies helped battle the fire, including 

Jollyville, Hutto, Leander, Florence, Sam 
Bass and North Lake Travis. No injuries 
were reported.

Cedar Park and Leander H-E-B gro-
cery stores brought food and water for 
victims, and the American Red Cross 
provided assistance to those who lost 
their homes, along with Cedar Park 
Police Department’s Victim Services 
unit.

“This is exactly what kind of response 
we’re hoping for: that the community 
and different groups can come together 
and provide help during a crisis situ-
ation,” Victim Services Coordinator 
Mirna Fuentes said.

 A fire in two buildings at Mid-
dlebrook Gardens Apartments, 
335 CR 182, Cedar Park, forced 
evacuations and caused exten-
sive damage. The Cedar Park Fire 
Department received the call Sept. 
6 at 7:18 p.m., and by 9 p.m., the 
blaze was in the mop-up phase.

City Councilman Don Tracy 
saw the fire firsthand as he was on 
his way home from work.

“The flames were actually 
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as 15 to 16 years of age. Both 
males have dark, shaggy hair.  
Both were observed wearing 
blue jeans.  One was observed 
with a red shirt, while the other 
wore a green with black striped 
shirt,” the release stated.

Anyone with information 
about the fire should contact 
Leander Police Department at 
528-2800, or give an anony-
mous tip to Williamson County 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-253-
7867 or the Texas Forest Service 
at 1-800-364-3470. Informa-
tion leading to the arrest and 
conviction of any individuals 
may result in a reward of up to 
$2,000.

Gardner said several homes 
on Moon Glow Drive, Hon-
eysuckle Drive and Verbena 
Court needed to be unlocked 
and checked for embers before 
power could be restored. LFD 
began shuttling one resident 
to each locked home Sept. 6 
as a final step in the process 
of returning residents to their 
homes.

Returning residents received  
special identification passes 
advising on-scene crews to 
allow them to return.

Gardner offered no details on 

coming out from behind the trees 
pretty high,” Tracy said. “It looked 
like they were about 50–60 feet in 
the air.”

Cedar Park City Manager 
Brenda Eivens said she was told 
damage to one of the buildings 
was much more severe than the 
other. Building 14, which is where 
the fire started, is a total loss. At 
one point, the fire spread to Build-
ing 12, but it sustained much  
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(Above) Firefighters work to ensure the 
area affected by the Moonglow fire is safe 
enough for residents to return to. 
(Right) Areas affected by the Moonglow fire 
are seen.

How to help
Austin Disaster Relief Network has set up 
hotlines to dispense general information, 
take donations and provide assistance to 
disaster victims:
ADRN public hotline: 331-2200
ADRN fire victim relief hotline: 331-2600

Red Cross suggested locations  
for food donations: 
• Capital Area Food Bank, 8201 S. 
Congress Ave., Austin
• Bastrop County Emergency Food Pantry, 
806 Fayette St., Bastrop

For additional information,  
visit www.centex.redcross.org

less damage.
“We had officers that went 

door-to-door,” Eivens said. “All 
indications at this point are that 
they got everyone out.”

There are eight units in each 
building, but residents from other 
buildings were displaced due 
to smoke damage. Cedar Park 
Communications Director Jennie 
Huerta said 45 people were dis-
placed overall.

the device investigators believed was 
used to start the fire. As of press time, 
officials estimated the damage caused 
by the fire to be $1.4 million, with 10 
homes destroyed and nine damaged. 

Compiled by Macy Hurwitz and Victor O’Brien

Fire damaged the Middlebrook Gardens Apartments on Sept. 6. No one was hurt.
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AT FIRST TEXAS BANK YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78680
(512) 255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr. 
Austin, TX 78680 
(512) 246-6010

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
(512) 259-2443

P� ugerville
1600 West Pecan
P� ugerville, TX 78660
(512) 251-7889

MY BUSINESS:
CASEY HOMES 
DOUG CASEY

“I started Casey Homes 16 years ago, after building my own home.  
Fourteen of those years I have spent building custom homes in Lago 
Vista on the North Shore of Lake Travis.  After establishing our 
name brand, we have become one of the top builders on the North 
Shore of Lake Travis.  And thanks to the help of First Texas Bank, we 
were also able to build the Casey Professional Building, a Landmark 
building in Lago Vista.”

www.firsttexasbank-rr.com

MY BANK: 
“I began doing business with First Texas Bank in 1983 because they were 
always honest and upfront with me.  Their team knew me by name and 
truly wanted to know and understand every aspect of my business.  This 
relationship has been instrumental in the growth of my business.  I began 
working with Jon Sloan, President, First Texas Bank, and now also work 
with Landy Warren, Executive Vice President, at the Cedar Park location.”
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Landy Warren,
Executive Vice President

WELCOME 
NEW DOCTORS

Scott & White is pleased to  
welcome three new providers to 
our growing family of physicians 
and specialists. We are committed 
to providing the finest care to the 
families of Central Texas.

Get to know all of our services  
and providers at sw.org, or call

512-509-0200

April M. Calderon, MD
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic  
Round Rock West

Sean Coughlin, MD
Internal Medicine
Scott & White Clinic  
425 University Boulevard

Julia K. Sherrill
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic  
Taylor 

Your ChoiCe. ThE TRUSTED ChOiCE.
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Robby Chapman
Cedar Park’s new municipal prosecutor happy to return 
to Central Texas, raise children in Cedar Park

By Macy Hurwitz
Robby Chapman was hired to be the City of Cedar Park’s municipal court prosecu-

tor July 18. Chapman is a native Central Texan who grew up in Austin and attended 
Westwood High School. Chapman wanted to come back to his roots and raise his 
young children in Cedar Park, an area he says has a lot to offer for his family.

Before Chapman came to Cedar Park, he prosecuted Class A and Class B Misde-
meanors in Nueces County, a coastal county that contains Corpus Christi. Prior to 
his work in Nueces County, Chapman worked for himself at the Law Office of Robby 
Chapman for several months, interned at the Bexar County District Attorney’s Office 
and was a student attorney at the St. Mary’s Center for Legal and Social Justice. The 
center provides representation for people charged with all levels of offenses—misde-
meanors and felonies—who can’t afford to pay for legal representation. 

Chapman started work at the Cedar Park Municipal Court in mid-July. 

When did you know that you were 
interested in law?

It probably wasn’t until later after I 
graduated from college. I went to UT 
Austin, and when I graduated I was 
thinking about it, but I wasn’t sure. 
I went into retail—I was an assistant 
store manager down at Macy’s at Barton 
Creek—and then I decided to go. So I 
applied (to St. Mary’s University in San 
Antonio) and got in and that was that. 

When you started law school, did you 
know you were interested in being a 
prosecutor?

Yes, I was always interested in it. I grew 
up watching “Law & Order” and all the 
lawyers on TV, the courtroom dramas, 
even reruns of “Perry Mason,” he’s a  
defense attorney, but he’s in the court-
room. So, I was interested in practicing 
criminal law. Then, my second year in 
law school I interned at the Bexar County 
DA’s office, and that’s when I decided 
I knew I wanted to do prosecution. As 
a third-year student, you can practice 
law if another attorney supervises you, 
so I worked in (St. Mary’s Center for 

Legal and Social Justice) as a student 
defense attorney representing people who 
couldn’t afford to be represented. So I saw 
both sides of it.

What interested you in this position in 
Cedar Park?

I grew up here. I’m married, I have two 
kids and when I saw the position open 
up, I thought I’d look into it because I 
wanted to come back to where I grew 
up. What better place to raise your kids? 
I met with Charles Rowland, the city 
attorney, and Assistant City Attorney J.P. 
LeCompte, and I clicked with them and 
thought it was the place to be.

What are your first impressions of Cedar 
Park?

I like it. The city has so much to offer. 
Corpus Christi is a bigger city, but it 
seems like Cedar Park has more. It’s 
growing, and there’s a lot of young fami-
lies. What my wife and I are most excited 
about are the parks and the trails.

What is a typical day for you?
There’s trial days and then there are 

days preparing for trial. I come in, I 
have a number of files, cases that will be 
set that I review. Defense attorneys or 
individuals representing themselves will 
ask for what’s called “discovery,”—videos 
of their traffic stop, police reports—so 
it’s my job to respond to those. I respond 
to the public or defense attorneys calling 
and asking about their cases. 

The process is, once you get a cita-
tion, you come to court and make your 
appearance. If you plead not guilty, you’re 
set for a pretrial with the prosecutor. I 
talk with them in the pretrial and they 
can make any arguments they want about 
the case. I tell them what the next step is 
if they want to go forward, and then it’s 
set for trial.

On trial day, it’s usually a couple of 
jury trials or bench trials, usually on Fri-
day, and we pick the jury and do the trial. 

What kinds of offenses do you prosecute?
Here it’s Class C misdemeanors, which 

are punishable by fine only. You can’t go 
to jail. They’re under the traffic code, so 
speeding, running a stop sign, things like 
that. But also some penal code offenses, 

which have a higher fee amount like 
public intoxication, disorderly conduct 
and driving under the influence, which 
is different from a DWI. For a DWI, you 
can face jail time. DUI [refers to] minors 
who have been drinking and driving. 

What do you do when you’re not being a 
prosecutor?

I have two children, and they’re both 
young. One’s 3 and one’s 1, so my kids 
take up a lot of time. My wife and I take 
them to the park and go to the museums. 
We’re glad to be back in the Austin area 
so we can take them to the museum 
down at UT. We take them to the zoo in 
San Antonio, and we’re excited to take 
them to all the parks down here.

Do you still like to watch legal shows?
Yeah, but you know there’s a caveat. I’ll 

be watching them and say, ‘You can’t do 
that,’ or ‘That’s not how it really works.’ 
They’re still fun to watch, but certainly 
after law school and then absolutely after 
practicing law and doing a number of tri-
als, you look at it with a different eye.
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Comment at impactnews.com

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.comw w w . U F O C O M P U T E R S E R V I C E S . c o m

C O M P U T E R  R E P A I R

2 0 1  S .  B E L L

S U I T E  1 0 2
C E D A R  P A R K ,  T X ,  7 8 6 1 3

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S

I T  C O N S U L T I N G

C O M P U T E R  /  P C  R E P A I R

V I R U S  P R O T E C T I O N

S E C U R I T Y  C A M E R A S
F O R  H O M E  &  B U S I N E S S
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15930 Great Oaks Drive 
Suite A-100  •  Round Rock TX

All services provided by a general dentist

45
TOLL

620

Parm
er Ln.

O’ Connor Dr.

Great Oaks Dr.

• LUMINEERS® Veneers
• Traditional Porcelain Veneers
• Zoom! In-o�  ce Teeth Whitening
• Digital Imaging
• Implant & Extraction Services
• Periodontal Therapy
• TMD/TMJ Disorder
• Sedation Dentistry
• Invisalign
• Same Day Crowns (Since 2005)
• 5 Star Spa Amenities

Houtan Alayan DDS, LVIF, FAGD, FICOI 

FREE 
COSMETIC 
CONSULTATION 
w/LUMI-SMILE 

DIGITAL PHOTO!

(512) 255-3800
www.greatoaksdentistry.com

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

Actual before/after photos of our patients

• FAGD- Fellow Academy of General Dentistry
• FICOI- Fellow International Congress of Oral 

Implantology
• LVI- Graduate of Las Vegas Institute of Advanced Dental 

Studies

“Many patients forget I still perform general dentistry services 
which only compliments the cosmetic and neuromuscular 
side of my practice. Patients are amazed when they 
personally discover the di� erence that cosmetic dentistry has 
made in their appearance and self con� dence”.

- Dr. “Hooty” Alayan

Complimentary 
Whitening Trays

(Valued at $229)
After completing New Patient Exam, 

Cleaning, and X-rays. Some Patients may 
require treatment before whitening. 

Must bring ad! No Cash Value.

NOW OPEN

Personalized, attentive care and state-of-the-art community for 
residents with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. 

Round Rock’s Premier Memory Care Communi ty

4701 Campus Village Drive
 Round Rock,  TX 78665 
P. 512.248.2222 
F. 512.248.2234 
www.universityvillagememorycare.com
License Pending

Cal l  today and schedule 
your personal tour.

COPPER RIDGE 
MEDICAL CLINIC

Full Scope Family Practice Patients 11 Years and Up

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 
512-930-0363

7600 W. State Hwy 29, Ste. 5 • Georgetown, Texas 78626

Preventive Medicine • Acute and chronic care • Physicals
Cash Pay Discounts • Same day appointments most of the time

 Providers:  Love Paul, MD   Nancy Jackson, FNP-C
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DINING

Niki’s Pizza
Restaurant owner puts a spin on freshness

F or the Gardner family, the best part of 
Niki’s pizza is the crust—a combina-
tion of crunchy and chewy.

“We call it ‘crunchewy,’” mom Patricia 
said.

The family has frequented Niki’s Pizza 
in Cedar Park since moving to the area one 
year ago. They typically order a pepperoni 
pie, but on a recent Friday night, they took 
a chance with the stromboli, a turnover 
filled with cheese and meats.

“Honestly, I think the pizza is really 
good,” 9-year-old Joshua said, adding that 
his favorite pie is pepperoni.

Patricia Gardner said despite the great 
pizza and the great price, owner Niki 
Neziri has a lot to do with their loyalty.

“We love it, we love Niki; he’s probably 
the real reason we come,” she said.

Neziri, a native Italian, started Niki’s 
Pizza in 1981 by The University of Texas 
campus at Dobie Mall, selling New York–
style pizza by the slice.

The dough is made fresh daily, a process 
that now takes little time for Neziri, who 
has been crafting pizza since learning from 
his father in Treviso, Italy. Neziri lived in 
Italy for 25 years before immigrating to 
Brooklyn. He then migrated south to Aus-
tin to visit the UT campus, although he did 
not attend the university.

He has since sold the Dobie Mall 
location as a franchise to his longtime 
employee of 30 years, Miguel Rios. Neziri 
later opened locations off Parmer Lane 
near I-35, near Round Rock High School, 
in Cedar Park and in malls in Victoria  
and Temple.

As to why Neziri chose Cedar Park for 
one of his latest locations—he opened 
up just one year ago—he said the area’s 
growth was a major factor. He waited six 
months to find the perfect location with 
good visibility until he found a shuttered 
Wienerschnitzel hot dog franchise.

Neziri has upgraded the menu since his 
UT location. He said students just want 
pizza by the slice because “kids just like it 
fast.” At the Cedar Park location, custom-
ers can order whole pies and pastas like 
chicken piccata, florentine and marsala 
and calzones. All chicken pasta dishes are 
$8.95.

Pizza toppings include sausage, Cana-
dian bacon, olives, pineapple, basil, sun-
dried tomatoes and artichokes. Prices start 
at $5.95 for a one-topping 10-inch pizza 
and go up to $15.95 for a 16-inch specialty 
pizza.

Dishes are created from family recipes, 
including the secret sauce used on the piz-
zas that Neziri inherited from his father.

“It comes from knowing what to do with 
the ingredients, and we will make any-
thing a customer wants,” he said.

Neziri takes customer service to heart 
and said it is just as important as serving 
quality food.

“If somebody is not happy, come to me 
and I’ll fix it,” he said.

Although Niki’s Pizza has a drive-thru, 
Neziri said it is only for customers who call 
in orders for pick-up. He said it takes about 
seven minutes from order to pick-up.

“It’s not like other fast food,” he said. 
“Good food takes time.”

By Amy Deis

Customers can pick up to four toppings, such as 
mushroom and pepperoni, for a customized pizza.

Appetizers such as cheese sticks are served with 
both marinara and ranch dipping sauce.

Staff like Duong Pham (left) say they learned a lot in the kitchen from Niki’s Pizza owner Niki Neziri (right). 

Specialty pizza
For a limited time, Niki’s Pizza is offering a 
16-inch pizza with three toppings for $9.95. 
There are also a variety of specialty pizzas 
available in four sizes.

• White wonder: spinach, mushrooms, 
onions, tomatoes and ricotta

• Pesto: basil pesto sauce, artichoke hearts 
and sun-dried tomatoes

• BBQ chicken: BBQ sauce, grilled chicken 
breast, red onions, garlic and cilantro

• Hawaiian: ham and pinapple

• Alfredo: chicken, alfredo sauce and 
parmesan cheese

Appetizers and Salads
Niki’s Pizza offers a range of appetizers and 
salads to start off a meal.

• Garlic bread ($2.50)

• Focaccia bread ($3.95)

• Fried mushrooms ($6.95)

• Fried calamari ($6.95)

• Caesar salad ($5.95), with chicken ($6.95)

• Niki’s salad: lettuce, tomatoes, olives, 
turkey, ham, salami, red onions and 
mozzarella ($6.95)

• Greek salad: with feta cheese and 
peperoncini ($6.95)

• Chef salad: lettuce, tomatoes, turkey, 
salami, ham, onions, mozzarella and 
parchini peppers ($7.95)

Niki’s Pizza 
508 N. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park
250-1188
www.nikispizzapasta.com
Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.; 
Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
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T E X A S

Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

Three convenient locations:

ation )

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM
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Droughts are a Drain  
on Lake travis.

Due to the current drought, Cedar Park’s watering schedule is now mandatory.

Odd-numbered addresses water on Wednesdays & Saturdays.
Even-numbered addresses water on Thursdays & Sundays.

 
Help us conserve Lake Travis.
Learn more at WaterIQ.org.

The WATER IQ logo is a licensed service mark of the Texas Water Development Board.

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

Thank You
to our honoree Rebecca Powers, founder of Impact Austin and to our 
sponsors for making this event a success. Your contributions make a 

difference to our students receiving scholarships.

Kristi Matus

Keith & 
Darci Weiser

Exclusive Platinum Sponsorship

Bronze Sponsorship

Silver Sponsorship

Gold Sponsorship

American Airlines • Aquila Commercial • Arts + Labor • BMT • The Bommarito Group • Beck
Brown McCarroll • CJG Engineers • Tom & Penny Cedel • Elizabeth Christian & Associates

Cunningham Allen • Don Graf • Heritage Title Company • Hillco Partners • HS&A
KGA Architecture • J.P. Morgan • Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & Preschool • The Powers Family

Regions Bank • Dr. & Mrs. Schmidt • Sodexo • T. Stacy & Associates • Thrivent Financial 
Wattinger Company, Inc. • VRW Construction Company, Inc. • Wattinger Service Company, Inc.

1001 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 202  •  Cedar Park
www.� eMaryDaleLawFirm.com 
mary@themarydalelaw� rm.com
(512) 249-5828

• Business Law

• Contract Law

• Employer/Employee Issues

• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Law

• Real Estate/Property Disputes

• Commercial Civil Litigation

• HUB Certi� ed

• Veteran Owned

Mary Lopez Dale
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

PERSONABLE.  DEPENDABLE.  QUALITY SERVICE.
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Susan Combs
Texas comptroller of public accounts
By Joe Olivieri 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring 
leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

Susan Combs was elected Texas comptroller of public accounts in 2006 and 2010. She 
has served as agriculture commissioner and as a representative in the state Legislature. 
She also worked for the federal government in the General Services Administration. 

What do you think the state has done to 
help foster the kind of business climate 
found in Texas?

I think we got our heads handed to us in 
the early 1980s. It was a terrible recession, 
and the state woke up and said, ‘Whoops, 
this was a big deal.’

And the Legislature did a couple of 
things. One was to establish the rainy day 
fund in 1987. 

Secondly, we decided that we had to 
diversify the economy. Oil and gas is a 
great industry, but we had to diversify 
because if you put all of your eggs in one 
industrial basket, you can get in trouble. 

We have got very strong high-tech, 
very strong banking/financial sector, very 
strong health care. [Regarding] manufac-
turing, we wouldn’t have Toyota here if we 
hadn’t had the drive to diversify.

Is there a biggest misconception of where 
people think their taxes go?
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I think people think their taxes go to 
state employees, and they don’t, really. 

There are three major budget drivers: 
One is public education, which is about  
45 percent to 48 percent of all available 
revenue. Higher ed gets you to up to about  
60 [percent]. Health is [another] 30 per-
cent. We’re at 90 percent in those  
three areas.

One of the state’s core principles is that 
‘government should be limited in size and 
mission but must be highly effective in 
performing the task it undertakes.’ Can 
you give some examples of how your 
office has worked toward this principle?

The first few months we were there, we 
noticed that we had five separate purchase 
orders for toner cartridges. We consoli-
dated those and saved $74,000. 

We saved about $11 million inside the 
agency in the four-and-a-half years I’ve 
been there by not doing stupid stuff. 

We’re now doing data mining. We get 
a monthly data dump from the beer and 
alcohol guys and the tobacco guys, and 
they tell us which store got 100 six packs. 
We then check on the store and ask, ‘Did 
you report sales of 100 six packs?’ We’ve 
recaptured $260 million by data mining. 

What is the state of stimulus projects in 
Texas, and do you think they helped jump-
start the Texas economy at all?

[The Department of Energy] wanted 
us to count [an air conditioning worker] 
doing a school as a full-time, brand-new 
human in air conditioning. It shifted work 
from the private to the public sector. 

The only place where I think it 

legitimately changed the conversation 
was in public ed. The money that came to 
public ed meant that they did not let teach-
ers go. I cannot document, as comptroller, 
that there were any jobs created. 

What are some small wins that you can 
point to so people could say that we’ve 
got some momentum going?

Sales tax revenue is up 16 months in a 
row. Job hiring is up. Motor vehicle [sales] 
lead the way into a depression and lead the 
way out, and they are way up. You have 
companies relocating here. 

People come here. It’s very can-do, and 
it’s very optimistic.

Susan Combs, Texas comptroller of public accounts, said she has worked to decrease waste in public 
spending since being elected to office in 2006.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Comment at impactnews.com

EXTENDED HOURS, 
CONVENIENT HEALTHCARE

Same day appointments available!

After-hours care for adults and kids 
is easier than ever at Scott & White 
Clinic – Cedar Park West.

Scott & White Clinic – Cedar Park West allows you 
and your family easy access to the personalized, 
responsive healthcare you deserve. And, if you need 
a specialist, our network instantly connects you to 
experts at Scott & White Hospital – Round Rock.  
It’s the right care in the right place.

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans. Clinic Hours:
Monday – Tuesday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Thursday – Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

To make an appointment, call 512-336-3400.
Visit clinics.sw.org for more information.

(Back row) Lisa Moreno, LVN; Mitzi Hill; Elise Aleman, CMA; Sandy Giffen, LVN  
(Front row) Terrance Hines, MD; Arti Lal, MD; Carlos Victorica, MD

12129 FM 620  |  Austin, TX
Located in Lakecreek Shopping Center,  
at the intersection of Lakecreek Parkway and 620
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Salus Chiropractic
Family-friendly chiropractic office promotes  
overall health, wellness

For many people, the chiropractic 
office is somewhere to go for treat-
ment of enduring aches and pains 

resulting from aging or a physical accident.
And while those are good reasons to see 

a doctor, Salus Chiropractic in Cedar Park 
is proving that a chiropractic office can do 
much more: It can be a catalyst for overall 
wellness.

Salus Chiropractic, named after the 
Latin word for health and well-being, 
offers in-house massages, yoga classes and 
nutritional supplements in addition to chi-
ropractic work. Salus’ staff is dedicated to 
letting patients know how to get the most 
out of their care.

“It goes way, way beyond the aches and 
pains,” co-founder of Salus Chiropractic 
Dr. Ditto Worley said. “We get to deeper 
issues of the body, too, which is the  
fun part.”

Worley opened Salus Chiropractic in 
2007 with his wife, Kris, and Meg Horany, 
who works as the office manager. Salus 
Chiropractic was one of the first businesses 
off of West Parmer Lane and Colonial 
Parkway.

BUSINESS

By Gene Davis

Dr. Ditto Worley is the co-founder of Salus Chiropractic, a family-friendly chiropractic office in Cedar Park.
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Salus Chiropractic
12920 W. Parmer Lane, 
Ste. 109, Cedar Park
260-5252 
www.saluschiropractic.com

At the family-friendly office, Worley sees 
everyone from grandchildren to grandpar-
ents and will even treat a house pet during 
off-hours.

“Anything that has a spine, we will check 
it out,” he said. 

Worley said a chiropractor is important 
because the spine plays a major role in a 
person’s overall health. The brain sends 
signals down the spinal chord that go 
through tiny nerves and into the heart, 
lungs, thyroid and other major organs, he 
said. 

Worley treats a high number of new 
moms and pregnant women because 
pregnancy or a Caesarean section can 
be harmful for the spine. He also treats 
infants because the birthing process can be 
traumatic to their spine too, Worley said.

“That’s definitely a passion of his, check-
ing on kids and making sure they can live 
to their optimal health potential,” Horany 
said.

Worley has gone to a chiropractor since 
he was 4 months old for help with any 
ache, pain or sickness. He didn’t real-
ize it was uncommon to regularly visit a 

chiropractor until he got to college,  
he said.

Worley decided to become a chiroprac-
tor as a way to help people enjoy life. While 
working at a mental health facility in col-
lege, Worley was upset with how the young 
patients were being heavily medicated. 

 “I knew whatever I wanted to do, I 
wanted to help people have expression of 
life rather than a suppression of life,” he 
said.

Worley’s dedication to promoting the 
expression of life is obvious to the staff and 
patients alike, according to Horany. Tanya 
Lever, who works at the front desk, said 

Worley’s dedication translates to a positive 
office environment.  

“Every single person that comes in that 
door has been incredibly friendly,” she 
said. “You just get that enormous sense 
that everyone is here to get to know one 
another rather than to get adjusted and get 
out the door.”

Parm
er Ln.Colonial Pkwy.

Whitestone Blvd. 1431

Nature into your
Backyard!

Invite

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE

Offer applies to all Wild Delight® products in stock. Expires 9-30-2011.

WILD BIRDSEED FORMULAS

SIX Austin area locations · See our website for more store specials and location information.
CEDAR PARK · 2800 E. Whitestone Blvd. • HEB Shopping Center • 512-452-1560

www.tomlinsons.com
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Leander real estate broker Sharon 
Stegall and her husband, Ray, hope to 
build lasting memories for newly-

weds and families through Old Town 
Chapel. 

Old Town Chapel is a wedding venue 
and banquet hall converted from an almost 
70-year-old, mission-style Catholic church. 
The venue is owned by the Stegalls, who 
have been married for 41 years. 

The church is the couple’s fourth 
remodeling project. Their other projects 
are the current building for Jardin Del 
Rey restaurant, Stegall’s former office in 
downtown Leander and an old post office 
building.

Originally St. Margaret Mary Catholic 
Church, the Old Town Chapel building 
was constructed in 1942 and was operat-
ing as a Korean church shortly before the 
Stegalls purchased it in February 2008. 

The couple bought it—without a plan 
as to what they would use it for—to save 
it from being turned into retail space, 
Sharon said. 

 “It felt so good and inviting. You could 
feel a sense of belonging and presence,” 
Sharon said.  “You can feel the presence of 
history. There’s an ambience. It’s a sense of 
continuity, of people being here.”

Soon after the purchase, they remod-
eled the church, added Americans with 
Disabilities Act–compliant bathrooms, 
revamped the air conditioning and elec-
trical systems, elevated beams to raise the 
church’s ceiling and added chandeliers. 

“Every time we would turn on some-
thing, sparks would start to fly,” Ray said. 

Ray and Sharon Stegall own and operate Old Town Chapel in Leander. They purchased it in 2008. 

The purpose was to restore the church 
and keep to the original look and feel, 
Sharon said. 

Sharon said she caters to the brides and 
allows wedding parties to choose to bring 
their own caterers and vendors—though 
she encourages them to support local  
businesses. 

A full-service package includes a cere-
mony in the chapel and a reception in the 
banquet hall. The wedding venue rental 
rates range between $1,100 and $2,275. 

The church’s history began in the early 
1900s when an Austin priest rode through 
the night in a mule-driven buggy to 
respond to a sick call in the Leander area, 
according to “The History of Leander,” a 
book published in 1981. The priest rec-
ognized the need for a closer church, and 
more than two decades after he received 
the call, Leander was chosen for the site 
to give families in Liberty Hill, Leander 
and Cedar Park a place where they could 
worship. 

“We rescue old buildings. We always see 
the potential,” Sharon said.

The chapel and hall also host business 
meetings, private parties, Sunday services 
for startup churches and coming-of-age 
parties such as sweet 16s and quinceañeras, 
a party celebrating a girl’s 15th birthday. 

Sharon’s real estate office also operates 
in a separate building on-site, so the Ste-
galls are able to help couples with finding 
a home after the marriage.

“For us, it’s a marriage made in 
heaven. It works for both,” Sharon said. 
“It’s really fun to do this because you’re 
helping people with the most-remem-
bered day in their life.” 

Old Town Chapel
260-8933
311 S. Hwy. 183 
Leander
www.leanderoldtownchapel.com

By Victor O’Brien

Old Town 
Chapel
Historic church hosts  
weddings, parties 
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Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.

1st month’s payment
50% OFF*

202 Walton Way | Cedar Park, TX | 78613

www.easyhome.us

LEASING MAKES IT EASY TO 

OWN WHAT 
YOU WANT

*50% Off first month’s payment is available on all products, including 
Feature Items. Not valid with any other offer. Agreement must remain 
active, current and up to date.

No Credit Needed • No Down Payment • Delivered Today

(Across from WalMart)

Lowest weekly payment Guaranteed

NEW 
STORE!

512-528-5341 
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Westside
Elementary

• ••

Model
Homes

Everything is right in the neighborhood.

A FoReStAR GRouP CoMMuNity

Sitterle Homes 250-8000  David Weekley Homes 821-8886
www.WestsidePreserve.com  Sales centers open M-Sat 10-7 & Sun 12-7 

For a price list of available
homes and floorplans

come to the model homes
at 1605 & 1606 

Nelson Ranch Loop.

Homes from the $220’s to $300’s

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd luxury, excitement, independence, 
security, and convenience all in a place that you can call home, look no further. 

 • No entrance fee & no  
 lease!
 • Weekly Housekeeping
 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank/ Gift  

 shop
 • 24-hour Conceirge

 • Library
 • Theater
 • Scheduled Transportation
 • Personal Emergency   

 System
 • Pet Friendly
 • Salon & Barber Shop
 • Non-Smoking

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

Provident Crossings
(512) 671-7771

* Provident Crossings only

Lakeline Oaks 
(512) 331-4100 
1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Lakeline Oaks
1905 S. Lakeline Blvd.

Provident Crossings
195 S. A.W. Grimes Blvd.

35

45
TOLL

S. AW
 Grim

es Blvd.

Lakeline Blvd.

1
TOLL

183A
TOLL

 • Valet Service
 •  All Utilites
 • Local phone and 

 internet*
 • Delicious Meals  &

 Resort Style Dining Healthcare when YOU need it!

• Physicial always on site to treat patients.
• Online paperwork for faster check-in.
• On site x-ray for prompt evaluation of 

possible sprains and breaks.
• Extended hours work with YOUR schedule.

Ask us how you can save 

money at our offi  ce on 

prescriptions & much 

more with the

 Care Savings Card

at Avery Ranch, LLP

512.733.9400 • www.austinurgentcare.com • 10625 W. Parmer Suite D400
M–Sat. 8am–8pm • Sun 9am–5pm
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STAAR brings more exams, tougher standards than TAKS
By Taylor Short

The 2011–12 school year will be one of 
dramatic changes for Texas students as a 
result of legislative decisions made in the 
past few years. 

Following a $4 billion reduction in state 
funding, districts are expected to teach 
more children with fewer instructors in 
larger classes.

The biggest difference, however, will arrive 
next spring, when hundreds of thousands of 
students tackle the STAAR test—or State of 
Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness—
which brings more demanding requirements 
and several more exams than the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.

Students in grades third through ninth will 
take the new test next year, but the roughly 
350,000 incoming ninth graders statewide 
will be the first class required to pass 12 end-
of-course exams to graduate.

“It’s a much more rigorous test, and I do 
worry about the impact of the [end-of-
course exams] on our high school kids,” said 
Myra Pettit, assistant superintendent for cur-
riculum and instruction at Lake Travis ISD. 
“And I wish it weren’t as much as it is, but I 
think the quality is going to be much better.”

Mandated changes
In 2009, state lawmakers mandated the 

Texas Education Agency, the administrative 
body for primary and secondary education, 
to develop a new state assessment test.

TEA spokeswoman Suzanne Marchman 
said there were several things that prompted 
a new test, but placing a larger emphasis on 
college- and career readiness is what drove 
the change.

“At the high school level, [legislators] 
wanted the test to indicate that the students 
understood the Texas curriculum—which 
is what TAKS does—but also show whether 
students were ready for college or post-sec-
ondary education or training for a career,” 
she said.

Marchman said the TEA received many 
complaints from the public and legislators 

TAKS STAAR
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Blueprints for each assessment were 
developed with test lengths ranging from 
30–60 items

Standards set separately for each grade 
and subject and based on the examination 
of test content

Standards have remained consistent since 
the first operational administration in 2003

Assesses standards that prepare students 
for the next grade or course

Students must pass three end-of-course 
tests in each of four core subject areas to 
receive a diploma

Assessments will increase in length at most 
grades and subjects

Assessments will encompass only the 
curriculum for that grade or course, with the 
exception of science at grades 5 and 8 

Overall test difficulty will be increased by 
assessing skills at a greater depth and level 
of cognitive complexity

Links performance year to year from grades 
3–8 to high school and from specific 
courses to college-and-career readiness

At grades 9–11, grade-level assessments 
assess content from multiple courses

Standards aligned across grades and 
courses within a content area

Difficult to measure student growth in 
commended performance category
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Districts prepare for new state test
EDUCATION

about TAKS, including that high school 
instructors had to reteach old material to 
prepare for the tests.

The STAAR test will also have new “grid-
dable” answers on math and science tests, 
Marchman said. In addition to multiple 
choice, some questions in the math and sci-
ence portions now ask students to bubble in 
the calculation themselves.

“It’s more difficult and moves more toward 
critical thinking as opposed to memoriza-
tion-type questions,” she said.    

Notorious EOC exams
TEA’s solution to counter-intuitive 

rehashing of old material is STAAR’s 12 
end-of-course exams. Instead of passing 
the TAKS test’s four exit-level subject area 
tests in order to receive their diploma, stu-
dents will have to take and reach a passing 
cumulative score on all 12 EOC exams.

Linda Rawlings, principal at Westlake 
High School in Eanes ISD, said she has 
mixed feelings about the new tests. 

Rawlings said she expects the transition to 
be challenging, though the EOC exams will 
better reflect the actual coursework students 
are exposed to in a given semester.

“When you do the biology EOC [test], it’s 
going to follow that biology class,” she said. 
“Now, they’re going to take more tests, which 
takes more time statewide. But that’s sort of 
the tradeoff.”

More tests could overwhelm advanced 
placement students, who also have to take 
national AP exams during the first two 
weeks of May, Rawlings said.

“The EOCs offer a better solution on the 
one hand because they [track progress]. But 
like most high school principals, I think we 
would all tell you we’re concerned about how 
this is going to happen logistically,” she said.

Student trajectory
One of the most important changes in 

the STAAR test, Marchman said, is the 
ability for educators to track student prog-
ress from year to year.

The progress measures will be strength-
ened over time, as new testing results are 
available from previous years. The indicator 
will be able to provide an early warning for 
students who are not on track to pass a future 
grade or might not be ready for advanced 
math or English courses in high school.

This encourages parent Sandy Cox, whose  
daughter Reilly will enter sixth grade this 
month in LTISD. She said STAAR’s progres-
sive approach will save educators time and 
benefit students like her daughter.

“I like the fact that STAAR is looking for-
ward,” she said. “It’s trying to show students, 
‘Am I ready for the next grade? And even the 
next grade beyond?’”

Extensive preparations
At LTISD, Pettit said nearly everyone at 

the district is receiving some sort of training 
in preparation for STAAR—administrators, 
school boards, counselors, teachers, parent-
teacher organizations, district committees 
and even custodians.

But with everyone prepared for the signif-
icant changes to come, student success will 
still depend on one thing.

“I think you just have to have awful good 
teaching going on because I don’t see test 
strategies as being critical,” Pettit said. “I still 
see good instruction as being critical.”

Incoming high school freshmen become the 
first class to take the State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test. 

Legislators order TEA to develop a test with 
more rigorous questions based on critical 
thinking as opposed to memorization. College- 
and career readiness is emphasized.

The 76th Texas Legislature mandates the 
Texas Education Agency to develop a new test, 
the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills (TAKS), which is aligned with state-
mandated curriculum.

The Legislature enacts a statewide account-
ability program rating districts and campuses 
using TAAS scores and other factors. Ratings 
are released publicly.

The Texas Assessment of Academic Skills 
(TAAS) ups the difficulty once more and em-
phasizes academic skills over minimum skills.

Legislators require the assessment program to 
measure “minimum skills” rather than “basic 
skills competencies.” The Texas Educational 
Assessment of Minimum Skills (TEAMS) 
increases the difficulty and assesses grades 1, 
3, 5, 7 and 9. Passing the tests for 11th grad-
ers  in 1987 is required for graduation.

The Texas Legislature passes a bill requiring 
basic skills competencies in math, reading 
and writing for grades 3, 5 and 9. Educators 
create the Texas Assessment of Basic Skills 
(TABS), which becomes the first test to be 
reported and the beginning of district account-
ability to the state.

2012
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1993

1990

1986

1979

StAtE tESting timElinE
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202 Walton Way # 198, Cedar Park, TX 78613 
Opposite Walmart

528-0130 •  www.nwcedarpark.com

Natural  Wellness
Cedar Park

*Since 1975, FDA has required labeling and advertising of HCG to state: “hCG has not been demonstrated to be effective adjunctive therapy in the treatment of 
obesity. There is no substantial evidence that it increases weight loss beyond that resulting from caloric restriction, that it causes a more attractive or “normal” 

distribution of fat, or that it decreases the hunger and discomfort associated with calorie-restricted diets.

 $5 OFF 

HCG diet 15 minute 
FREE consultation

a purchase of 
$25 or more

Not valid with other offers. Must present 
coupon. Expires 10/21/2011.

Not valid with other offers. Must present 
coupon. Expires 10/21/2011.

W. Whitestone Blvd.

Bagdad Rd.

Walton Way

183

WE OFFER HCG DIET
•  Combination Homeopathic HCG Detoxifi cation 

& Low-Calorie Dietary Program
•  Holistic Approach and Guidance by N.D.’s
•  No Prescription, No Shots, No Heavy Exercise
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Imagine...
better prospects for the school year ahead.

Your child will sharpen his study habits and shine in
class as he begins to apply the skills and confidence
Kumon unleashes. 

That means you can look forward to one truly
amazing school year after another.

Call to schedule a FREE placement test today!

KUMON OF LEANDER
512-528-9003

1909 S. Highway 183, Unit 105
Leander, TX 78641

www.        .com

Call us:

512-528-1718

WE INVITE YOU
 to our new location at:

2001 W. NEW HOPE ROAD
in cedar park

WHO WE ARE: 
A PEOPLE LEARNING TO LOVE GOD, LOVE OTHERS, 
WALK WITH JESUS, AND TRANSFORM THE WORLD. 
COME AS YOU ARE.  WE WILL HELP YOU FIGURE 
OUT SOME NEXT STEPS IN YOUR WALK WITH 
CHRIST AND MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE.

183

183A
TOLL

1431

N
. Lakeline B

lvd.

W. New Hope Rd.

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am & 11:00am

Beat Debt. Build Wealth. 
Be released from 
fi nancial slavery.

Begins Wed, 9/28 @ 6pm

Is there 
more to 
life? 

Find it beginning 
Sun, 9/25 @ 5pm.

Star Dancers Studio
Offering Ballet, Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop, Drill Prep, Modern, Competition Teams

Registration is still open for fall classes.

Join us for our Fall Workshop Series beginning September!
9/16 - The Fouette Challenge, 6-8pm
10/8 - Taking it to the Next Level with Turning Leaps, 10 to Noon
10/28 - Halloween Hip Hop Night - 6 to 8
11/4 - Perfecting Multiple Turns
12/19 - Holiday Dance Clinic for Kinder - 5th grade, 9am to 3pm
12/20-21 - Holiday Intensive for advanced students, 9 to Noon
Check out our website for fees and registration. 

Located in Cedar Park (312 Old Hwy 183) - next to Plush Upholstery
For more info: stardancers@austin.rr.com  www.stardancersstudio.com  512.218.4904

Mention this ad and we’ll waive the registration fee (35.00).

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters, PHD).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, & 
music.

• Extracurricular activities 
(gymnastics, Spanish, Hindi, 
yoga, dance & piano.)

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

ooooll
Established 

1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open
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Leander ISD

The Leander Independent School 
District told 212 probationary contracted 
teachers in April that the district would not 
be renewing their contracts, but LISD also 
told them not to lose hope.

“When they did tell us that they were 
going to have to let us go, they were still 
very positive saying, ‘We’re doing the best 
we can,’” said Haley Delvizis, a teacher at 
Rouse High School who was non-renewed 
due to the cuts.

Delvizis said she did not do much to find 
another job, partially because she wasn’t 
hopeful of finding another one but also 
because she was optimistic she could come 
back to Rouse.

“I wanted to stay in LISD. I love my job. 
I was going to hold out as long as I could 
and hope they would come back with good 
news,” she said.

While the 82nd Legislature had not yet 
made a decision on school funding in April 
2010, LISD was required to tell its teach-
ers who would have a contract for the next 
school year before school funding had 
been cemented. The district eliminated 250 

positions, along with other cuts, to balance 
its budget with the possible $29 million 
shortfall. 

But once the Legislature passed school 
finance legislation, LISD Communications 
Specialist Veronica Sopher said the cuts 
were still significant, but LISD was able to 
start rehiring some of the teachers it had 
previously let go.

“We approached this from the perspec-
tive of what touches kids the most, what 
programs, what are the implications of 
moving to a new testing system,” Sopher 
said.

The district was able to rehire 152 non-
renewed probationary teachers. Delvizis 
signed a new contract in June, and she said 
she is excited to be back at Rouse. She’s 
coaching the cheerleading team—as well 
as teaching lifetime nutrition and well-
ness, and culinary prepping—and she had 
already put a lot into the team last year.

“I’ve done all this work for cheer, and 
I’ve gotten to know the girls. We’ve had 
tryouts, and I want to be a part of this 
team,” Delvizis said.

By Macy Hurwitz

  Education  FOC
District hires back many teachers previously let go due to projected budget cuts

700 E. Whitestone Blvd Ste. 102
Cedar Park, TX. 78613 (512) 260-0788

pennysgiftemp.com

TEACHERS DISCOUNT 
15 % off everyday

20% 
OFF Expires 10.21.11

Any Purchase of 
$30 or More

Growing school districts such as 
Leander ISD tend to keep student-to-
teacher ratios lower than the state-
mandated maximum, 22-to-1. Districts 
try to start closer to 15-to-1 
to maintain some flexibility 
because students transfer into 
classrooms year-round in high-
growth districts. Because of the 
budget shortfall, however, this year 
LISD starts out at 22-to-1 in many of  
  its classrooms.

school,” Cox Elementary School Principal 
Sheri Hawthorn said. “I think they [classes] 
are still manageable.” 

Hawthorn’s staff trained teachers during 
the summer on how to deal with the added 
diversity of learners and learning levels 
that come with more students. Hawthorn 
said the full ramifications of the cuts will 
become clearer later during preparation 
for new state accountability testing and 
as teachers absorb the decrease in central 

office staff available to help them. 
The result of the budget cuts is that 

LISD is spending approximately $595.62, 
or about 8.12 percent, less on each student 
with most of the cuts coming to personnel, 
which recorded a net loss of 97 positions. 

The state cutbacks decreased signifi-
cantly from early 2011 projections to when 
the state budget was improved in the sum-
mer. The final state budget reduced LISD’s 
projected cuts from $29 million to the  
$15 million for 2011–12. 

With the state budget approved for next 
year because the Legislature operates on 

a biennium, the district gained a glimpse 
of 2012 budgeting, which Champion said 
should make the budget process smoother.

Throughout the budget process, LISD 
kept students and families at the forefront 
of each budget meeting and through com-
munity input sessions, LISD spokeswoman 
Veronica Sopher said in August. 

“Every time we met, it was very clear that 
the focus was our students and their learn-
ing. Most of the staff changes, cutbacks and 
reassignments were done upper level and 
not so much classroom level because those 
are things that impact our kids every day,” 

Hawthorn said. 
The 2012–13 budget will remain a chal-

lenge as LISD is among the fastest-growing 
districts in the state for its size and will have 
to cope with growth while receiving less 
state funding, Champion said. 

Keeping up with that growth has required 
increases in taxes that have put LISD among 
the area’s highest tax rates. LISD was slated, 
as of late August, to be approving a 4.5 cent 
tax rate increase at its Sept. 15 meeting, 
adding about $118.81 to the annual tax bill 
for the average homeowner. 

Comment at impactnews.com

Budget
Continued from | 1

Gorgeous is not just how you look, it's how you feel.

Your One Stop Beauty Shop!
• Mani’s & Pedi’s 
• Facials & Waxing
• Teeth Whitening
• Complete Hair Care

11880 Old 2243 West, Ste. 204 
512-528-9944 • www.hi-gorgeous.com

2243

B
A
G
D
A
D R
D.

183

Hair Feathers • ONLY $10 • In Stock!

Gorgeous September Mani / Pedi Special 

$50 COMBO WITH MARGARITA

Tuesday is Gorgeous Grand’s 
Day...10% off any nail service
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Leander ISD

DiSTRiCT SCORES BY GRADE

2011 TAKS Results (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 95% Math 90%

Grade 4 Reading 93% Math 92%

Grade 5 Reading 98% Math 97%

Grade 6 Reading 93% Math 92%

Grade 7 Reading 96% Math 94%

Grade 8 Reading 99% Math 97%

Grade 9 Reading 95% Math 85%

Grade 10 English language arts 94% Math 81%

Grade 11 English language arts 97% Math 94%

2010 STATiSTiCS State District

Economically Disadvantaged 59.1% 22.6%

Limited English Proficient (LEP) 16.9% 5.0%

Average years experience of teachers N/A 10.5

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $47,975

SuBjECT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

Reading 90% 96% 95%

Math 84% 91% 92%

Writing 92% 95% 95%

Science 83% 90% 92%

Social studies 95% 97% 98%
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SCHOOL BOuNDARiES

Rouse  33  Vista Ridge  35 leander  32Cedar Park  31

Running Brushy   29

Knowles 10
Mason 11

Henry  27Cedar Park  25

Steiner Ranch 20
River Ridge 18

laura Welch Bush 10

Grandview Hills 9
River Place 17

Four Points  26

Plain 14  

Bagdad 1  

Whitestone 22

Pleasant Hill 15
Block House Creek 2

Parkside 13

Cypress 5
Deer Creek 6

Faubion 7
Rutledge 19

Cox 4
Reagan 16
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2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus
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3rd 4th 5th

1  Bagdad 800 Deercreek Lane, Leander 570-5900 1999 560 Acceptable 64.3% 89% 85% 85% 73% 80% 85% 93% 88%

2  Block House Creek 401 Creek Run Drive, Leander 570-7600 1987 715 Recognized 18.3% 94% 90% 94% 83% 91% 94% 98% 93%

3  Laura Welch Bush 12600 Country Trails, Austin 570-6100 2002 890 Exemplary 2.4% 99% 99% 99% 99% 99% 100% 95% 100%

4  Cox 1001 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park 570-6000 2001 810 Recognized 16.3% 98% 97% 94% 90% 97% 94% 98% 100%

5  Cypress 2900 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park 570-5400 1988 748 Recognized 13.9% 99% 95% 98% 94% 91% 91% 100% 99%

6  Deer Creek 2420 Zeppelin Drive, Cedar Park 570-6300 2004 782 Exemplary 3.6% 99% 96% 98% 90% 100% 96% 100% 99%

7  Faubion 1209 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park 570-7500 1975 609 Recognized 32.6% 94% 89% 91% 90% 93% 89% 94% 95%

8  giddens 1500 Timberwood Drive, Cedar Park 570-5600 1996 593 Recognized 33.9% 95% 90% 94% 79% 91% 90% 97% 95%

9  grandview Hills 12024 Vista Parke Drive, Austin 570-6800 2007 498 Recognized 21.7% 94% 89% 96% 93% 94% 93% 99% 98%

10 Knowles 2101 Cougar Country Drive, Cedar Park 570-6200 2003 733 Recognized 50% 94% 95% 90% 83% 92% 98% 98% 95%

11  Mason 1501 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park 570-5500 1994 661  Acceptable 32.6% 93% 91% 91% 77% 86% 88% 97% 92%

12  Naumann 1201 Brighton Bend, Cedar Park 570-5800 1998 875 Recognized 26% 95% 89% 96% 92% 89% 83% 97% 98%

13  Parkside 301 Garner Park Drive, Georgetown 570-7100 2008 638 Exemplary 9.2% 95% 96% 95% 90% 93% 88% 99% 97%

14  Plain 501 South Brook Drive, Leander 570-6600 2006 837 Acceptable 37.6% 92% 87% 89% 86% 82% 83% 95% 93%

15  Pleasant Hill 1800 Horizon Park Blvd., Leander 570-6400 2004 735 Recognized 31% 95% 84% 92% 86% 86% 87% 96% 93%

16  Reagan 1700 E. Park St., Cedar Park 570-7200 2009 802 Exemplary 14.9% 95% 93% 100% 98% 99% 98% 100% 98%

17  River Place 6500 Sitio Del Rio Blvd., Austin 570-6900 2007 788 Exemplary 4% 98% 97% 97% 98% 95% 97% 98% 99%

18  River Ridge 12900 Tierre Grande Trail, Austin 570-7300 2009 734 Exemplary 2.2% 98% 96% 99% 97% 98% 98% 100% 99%

19  Rutledge 11501 Staked Plains Drive, Austin 570-6500 2005 737 Recognized 18.1% 99% 99% 96% 93% 96% 97% 96% 97%

20  Steiner Ranch 4001 North Quinlan Park Road, Austin 570-5700 1996 766 Exemplary 4.7% 99% 99% 98% 97% 98% 99% 100% 99%

21  Westside 300 Ryan Jordan Lane, Cedar Park 570-7000 2008 709 Exemplary 23.1% 97% 97% 93% 89% 95% 97% 98% 99%

22  Whitestone 2000 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander 570-7400 1991 821 Recognized 42.1% 89% 87% 99% 91% 87% 83% 99% 97%

23  Winkley 2100 Pow Wow, Leander 570-6700 2006 777 Recognized 33% 93% 89% 83% 85% 87% 92% 98% 95%

MiDDLE SCHOOLS 2010 Results 6th 7th 8th

24  Canyon Ridge 12601 Country Trails, Austin 570-3500 2004 977 Exemplary 4.6% 98% 97% 99% 98% 100% 99% 100% 99%

25  Cedar Park 2100 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park 570-3100 1995 1,342 Recognized 11.8% 97% 96% 96% 96% 99% 97% 99% 97%

26  Four Points 9700 McNeil Drive, Austin 570-3700 2010 616 Exemplary 15.7% N/A N/A 97% 96% 97% 94% 99% 98%

27  Henry 100 N. Vista Ridge Blvd., Cedar Park 570-3400 2002 1,506 Recognized 28.7% 96% 96% 92% 93% 97% 96% 99% 98%

28  Leander 410 S. West Drive, Leander 570-3200 1996 876  Recognized 52.6% 93% 91% 83% 86% 94% 90% 98% 93%

29  Running Brushy 2303 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park 570-3300 2000 1,259 Recognized 36.7% 96% 90% 90% 91% 92% 88% 98% 95%

30  Wiley 1701 CR 271, Leander 570-3600 2006 1,299 Recognized 22.6% 96% 92% 91% 87% 93% 92% 99% 98%

HiGH SCHOOLS 2010 Results 9th 10th 11th

31  Cedar Park 2150 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park 570-1200 1998 1,794 Recognized 11.2% 97% 92% 98% 91% 95% 88% 98% 98%

32  Leander 3301 S. Bagdad Road, Leander 570-1000 1984 2,086 Acceptable 37.2% 94% 86% 91% 76% 92% 76% 97% 93%

33  Rouse 1501 CR 271, Leander 570-2000 2008 1,826 Acceptable 26.7% 95% 79% 95% 81% 94% 77% 97% 90%

34  Vandegrift 9500 McNeil Drive, Austin 570-2300 2009 1,353 Recognized 8.1% 99% 93% 98% 92% 96% 91% 96% 97%

35  Vista Ridge 200 S. Vista Ridge Blvd., Cedar Park 570-1800 2003 1,847 Acceptable 19.5% 95% 86% 95% 88% 92% 77% 95% 92%

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS
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A  Live Music:
FriDAy
6:30pm-11:00pm

Saturday Night Special
This City Awaits
Don’t Wake Aislin
Playdough
Heath McNease

SAturDAy
6:00pm-11:00pm

Dear Science
Wavorly
Ivoryline 
Hyland
The City Harmonic

Advertisement

For more information, call the Twin Lakes Family YMCA at 250-9622 or visit ymcagwc.org.

SponSorS:

Illustration by Community Impact Newspaper.

Ivoryline

Carnival Games
Craft fair

PettinG Zoo
Costume Contest

& more...

The City Harmonic

Heath McNease

Don’t Wake Aislin

Hyland

183

Little E
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S. Bell Blvd.

All ages  | 3 and under - FrEE

gAtE ADmiSSion: $6/person before October 20th 
$8/person day of

tiCKEtS: All tickets are $1

c  incLuded with GAte AdMission:
Carnival Games  |  Inflatables  |  Adrenaline Rush  |  Big Top Playscape
Crawl Maze - Gorilligan Island  |  Modular Moonwalk  |  Pedestal Joust  |  Hay Rides 
Petting Zoo | Climbing Tower  |  Super Slide  |  Spinner Ride  |  Hole In One | 7-11 
Candy in the Haystack | Ring Toss  |  Slap Shot | Luck ‘O’ the Irish | Bank Shot | Milk Bottle Toss
Inflatables | Bob the Builder | Buzz Lightyear  |  Nemo Adventure Playscape | Whally the Whale 
Cookie Walk | Pumpkin Painting (With the Purchase of a pumpkin)

Activities At An 
AdditionAL cost:
Boxing Arena 2-3 Tickets
Pony Rides 2-3 Tickets
Spinner Ride 3-4 Tickets
Dunking Booth 3-4 Tickets
Hamster Ball 4-5 Tickets
Haunted House  5 Tickets
Zip Line   5 Tickets
Quad Jump  5-6 Tickets

B  Food & BeverAGes:
Festival food and beverages will be 
available for purchase. Items include: 
chips, hot dogs, sno cones, water, 
cokes, funnel cakes, popcorn, sausage 
wraps, pizza and much more. Food and 
drink prices range 1-5 tickets.

TM

TM

PuMPkin PAtch:
Mini Pumpkins $.50
Pie Pumpkins  $2.00
Regular under 15 lb. $8.00
Large over 15 lb. $12.00

Kent Ln.
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Free parking 
will be 
available at 
the Twin Lakes 
YMCA and 
along Little 
Elm Trail (one 
way).

Parking is 
available at 
the Twin Lakes 
Fellowship 
within walking 
distance to 
the park via 
marked trail.

Shuttles will 
also be running 
throughout the 
day from the 
Great American 
Insurance 
Group parking 
lot at 11200 
Lakeline Blvd. 
in Cedar Park. 

3

2

1c
BA

ParkinG

friday, oCt. 21 | 6Pm-11Pm
saturday, oCt. 22 | 10am-11Pm
at twin lakes ymCa 
204 e. little elm trail, Cedar Park - (512) 250-9622

32 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition



impactnews.com • September 2011 | FEATURES | 33

The greater Austin Walk  
Now for Autism Speaks
Organization connects families affected by the disorder

T raci Whitney’s newborn son 
Max quickly learned to roll over, 
sit up, crawl and babble before 

his laughter was replaced by a shriek-
ing sound as he neared the age of 1. 
By the time Max was diagnosed with 
autism in 2007, Whitney said she and 
her husband, Cameron, had already 
lost the son they knew and began to 
battle for the Max he could become.

Whitney, the Greater Austin Walk 
Now for Autism Speaks manager, is 
one of the 180 employees of Autism 
Speaks, an organization that raises 
money for autism research. Autism 
Speaks’ mission is to help change the 
future of those struggling with an 
autism spectrum disorder.

The organization’s largest fundrais-
ers are annual walks in 85 communi-
ties across North America. The 6th 
Annual Greater Austin Walk Now for 
Autism Speaks will be Sept. 24 at The 
Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., in Round Rock.

“Our monetary goal for this year’s 

walk is to raise $110,000 for autism 
research, awareness, family services 
and advocacy,” Whitney said.

For Whitney, Autism Speaks played 
an important role in identifying Max’s 
condition when his symptoms became 
apparent. After watching hours of 
videos on www.autismspeaks.org, 
comparing typical children’s and 
autistic children’s behaviors in certain 
situations, Whitney was driven to 
have her son diagnosed. Max is 
“high-functioning” today because of 
early therapy and intervention on his 
mother’s part. 

The website has tools available for 
download to guide parents raising 
autistic children. Autism Speaks’ 
Autism Response Team helps connect 
families with local resources as well.

Autism Speaks was founded in 2005 
by Bob and Suzanne Wright—grand-
parents of an autistic child—in an 
effort to unite groups working with 
autism.

“The Greater Austin Walk Now 

for Autism Speaks gives us a sense of 
sharing and bonding in our commu-
nity,” said Pam Hebert, Autism Speaks 
committee member and mother of an 
autistic child.   

The fair will host local celebrities 
like Evil Evilsizer as the event’s Disc 
Jockey, Loriana Hernandez of FOX 
7 as master of ceremonies and KASE 
101 radio’s morning crew.  There will 
be a craft area, tooth-brushing party, 
bounce houses and specially trained 
dogs from the Austin Dog Alliance.

Doors will open at 9 a.m. and the 
opening ceremony will start at  
10:30 a.m. The 1.5-mile walk through 
Old Settlers Park will begin at 11 a.m. 
and the fair will end at 1:30 p.m.

“The Greater Austin community, 
because of our size, has the oppor-
tunity to directly impact so many 
families living with the challenges of 
autism,” Whitney said. “We can work 
together to raise substantial funds to 
help find the causes, treatment, and 
ultimately, the cure.”

NONPROFIT

Max Whitney works on flashcards at Starbright Pediatric Center. 
Mom Traci (back) used resources from Autism Speaks to help him.
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By Idan Englander

greater Austin Walk Now  
for Austism Speaks on Sept. 24 
Dell Diamond  
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
austin@autismspeaks.org
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Harrell Pkwy.

• Large selection of frames 
(1300+) in a broad price range

• Onsite lab - some prescriptions 
available the same day

• Beat the rush, check out our 
Back to School specials

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Stop Looking, Start Seeing

Accepting most insurances including:  
VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 

Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Humana, Superior, Avesis, 

Ameritas, Optum Health / Spectera, 
Block Vision, Davis Vision

Clear Choice Eye Care 
welcomes Harry Perez, 

our new General Manager

•  Women’s Health
•  High Blood Pressure, Cholesterol
•  Heart Disease, Diabetes, Arthritis, 

Headaches
•  Routine Physicals and Check-ups
•  Botox®, Fillers, Laser, 

Microdermabrasion
Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Internal 
Medicine (Adult Patients)

Kathryn Sampson, PNP 
Pediatrics (Birth – 18 y/o)

Avicenna Medical Center
709 Bagdad Road, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 260-0101 •  www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

•  Newborns, Children and Adolescents
•  Acute and Chronic Pediatric Diseases
•  ADD, ADHD
•  Asthma, Allergies, Eczema
•  Routine Wellness Exams and 

Immunizations

Sohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certifi ed in Pediatrics 
(Birth – 18 y/o)
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(512) 302-5555 | (800) 252-1310 | atfcu.org | twitter.com/austintelco | facebook.com/austintelco

Free Checking | 250+ Free ATMs | 22 Austin Metro Locations

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit 
qualifications. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Federally insured by the NCUA.

Get a super low rate 
when you finance 

your new vehicle with 
Austin Telco.

1.89%
APR*

New auto loans
Up to 60 months

Sponsors: Snappy Snacks, White Stone Church and In� atable Wonderland

FUN FOR ALL AGES

VISIT WWW.IMPACTNEWS.COM FOR MORE INFO

HANOVER’S &
presents

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2011

Austin bands coming together to beni� t the victims 
of the 2011 Texas Wild� res

INDOOR & OUTDOOR STAGES

More
than20BANDS
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512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

EA expansion cements 
Austin as a top city for 
video game makers
Northwest Austin In an effort that 
reached to the highest branches of state 
government, Austin scored its third deal 
with Electronic Arts, one of the largest 
video game publishers in the world.
At a July 18 press conference, Gov. Rick 
Perry and EA Games President Frank 
Gibeau announced that the Redwood, 
Calif.–based company would expand its 
Bioware Studio at The Domain from 450 
employees to 750 and move a portion of 
its popular EA Sports franchise, creator 
of the “Madden” NFL video game series 
to the former Freescale Semiconductor 
offices at Parmer Lane and Anderson Mill 
Road.
“We’re three out of four,” said Tony 
Schum, economic development director 
at the Austin Chamber of Commerce. EA 
has looked for expansion opportunities 
four times in the past seven years, has 
chosen Austin as its location three times. 
In 2008, the company  expanded by 100 
positions, and the following year added 
another 180 jobs.
Texas ranks second behind California 
in the number of video game industry 
employees in the United States, according 
to the Entertainment Software Associa-
tion, and to that, Austin, particularly 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

M
D

Northwest Austin, is a major contributor.
Irvine, Calif.–based Blizzard Entertain-
ment, maker of massively multiplayer 
computer game “World of Warcraft,” has 
1,200 to 1,500 client and technical service 
employees at its Northwest Austin office 
at any given time. Junction Point, owned 
by Disney Interactive Studios; Vigil 
Games, a THQ Inc. development studio; 
and Nintendo’s Retro Studios are located 
nearby. In fact, all but one major global 
publisher in Austin, Sony Online Enter-
tainment’s Zynga Austin, are in the city’s 
Northwest tech corridor.

However, it is the independent develop-
ers—small studios that range in size from 
five to 50 employees who typically work 
on digitally distributed games—that 
dominate Austin’s video game industry, 
said Dan Magaha, studio director at 
Seamless Entertainment, an independent 
developer located at Spicewood Springs 
Road and MoPac.
In all, the impact the video game industry 
has on Austin’s economy is “profound,” 
and the recent announcement will make it 
even bigger, Schum said. 
Full story by Sara Behunek 

Catfish Parlour
4159 Williams Drive, Georgetown
931-2050 
www.catfishparlour.us
Tue.–Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Johnny T’s BBQ
1318 Round Rock Ave., Round 
Rock
255-7447
Open 11 a.m.–9 p.m. (Johnny T’s 
closes early if the food sells out)

35

Round Rock Ave.

L
ake C

reek D
r.

Georgetown The owners of 
Catfish Parlour like to keep the 
business in the family. Almost 
35 years after opening the doors 
on the restaurant’s Northwest 
Austin location in 1973, Chris 
Kerbow brought his family’s 
home-style catfish restaurant to 
Georgetown.  

His father, David Kerbow, 
started the family-run chain of 
restaurants after working for 
many years at the Holiday House 
in Austin. He started his career 
at age 15, learning the busi-
ness from the ground up before 
becoming general manager and 
eventually leaving to start his 
own business. 

He opened his location on 
Williams Drive in February 
2008. The restaurant, located 
near the Serenada neighbor-
hood, draws most of its diners 
from Georgetown, including 
many from Sun City just up the 
road, Kerbow said. 
Full story by Idan Englander 

Round Rock John Tomlinson made his debut in the 
restaurant industry when he was in third grade. His 
grandfather owned a steakhouse near San Angelo in 
Lowake, Texas, and when one of his workers called in 
sick, Tomlinson had to step in. He stood on a milk crate 
so he could reach the fryer to make french fries.

“I think I left with $50 or $60 in my pocket that week-
end,” he said. “I used the money to buy a bicycle.”
Full story by Samantha Bryant 

Catfish Parlour Johnny T’s BBQ
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Full stories at www.impactnews.com
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COmmUNITIES

Get them Back to School ready with a 
cleaning from Stanley Steemer®

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Upholstery • Leather 
Area Rug • 24 HR Emergency Water Damage Restoration

stanleysteemer.com

Full Service Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning Special:
$33 per room

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offer. Residential Only. Combined living 
areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 

2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are 
priced separately. Protector not included. Valid at participating 
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Offer expires 10/31/11 • Promo Code: SC33

Summer Fun Can Be Tough On 
Your Floors and Furniture

Call today for one of  our 
Austin specials: 1-800-STEEMER®

Family owned
and operated for

30 years

Testimonial:

Ozone Pure Water

“We want to thank you for your honesty in your business and for 
a water system that takes care of our iron problems. The Ozone 
System works great. We have recommended the Ozone System 
to all our friends because it is wonderful to have clean water. The 
ozone water is so crystal clear and tastes great. It is easy on my 
bath � xtures and laundry. I can wear white again.”

D.Manning
(Letter submitted to Tri-Pure Water, Inc., dealer of Ozone Pure Water Systems)

• The oldest manufacturer of high output small scale
   Ozone equipment in the U.S. since 1980
• Automatic-No chemicals
• The best way to eliminate iron-sulfur-manganese
• USO-3 undersink Ozone
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REAL ESTATE

By Angela Brutsché

Austin-area home sales volume up, 
median price down this summer 

AUSTIN — According to the Mul-
tiple Listing Service (MLS) report 
released by the Austin Board of 

Realtors, 1,973 single-family homes were 
sold in the Austin area in July 2011, a 32 
percent increase from July 2010. During 
the same time period, the median price for 
Austin-area homes was $196,750, resulting 
in an 11 percent decrease when compared 
to July 2010.  

“We can now compare month-to-month 
sales activity to a market that is not influ-
enced by last year’s homebuyer tax credits,” 
said Judith Bundschuh, chairwoman of the 
Austin Board of Realtors. “The median price 
for Austin-area homes decreased in July, 
reflecting a shift in demand from higher- to 
lower-priced homes. The increase in sales 
compared to the drop in price shows that 
Austinites are hunting for bargains.”

Austin-area homes spent an average of 77 
days on the market, four days longer than July 
2010. The Austin market also featured 13 per-
cent fewer new listings in July 2011, which was 
20 percent fewer active listings and 28 percent 
more pending sales than in July 2010.

“The combination of decreasing listings 

Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here!

• Premium Quality Shutters
• Arched Shutter Experts
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Buy Factory Direct and Save
• Fast Delivery- Call Today!
• Hunter Douglas Blinds & Shades

10321 Burnet Road         
 One mile north of 183
 behind Lighting Inc.

512-836-3388
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

Visit the Showroom or
Call for a Free Estimate

1905 RR 620 N.         
 3 miles west of Mansfield Dam
 (former Blind & Shutter Expo location)

512-266-0002
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

New Lakeway Location
Now Open- Visit Today!

AustinWindowFashions.comAustinWindowFashions.com

Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here!

$50OFF
orders of $1500
see showroom for details

bring this ad for

Choose Your Savings-
Half Off Shutter Options!

See showroom for details

SAVE $25 to $300 off
popular Hunter Douglas products

Order Now for Installation
Before the Holidays!

offers good thru 12-13-2011

HOMES
COmmUNITIES& 

C O N T E N T S

Article provided by  
Angela Brutsché
Director of Communications
Austin Board of REALTORS®
512-454-7636 | abrutsche@abor.com 

and increasing sales means the inventory of 
Austin-area homes is beginning to shrink,” 
Bundschuh said. “Recent sales activity con-
tinues to follow an upward trend, indicating 
that Austin could be returning to a pre-
recession cycle.”

The volume of leasing activity in Austin 
remained steady in July 2011, with 1,884 
properties leased, 1 percent more than July 
2010. The median price for Austin-area leases 

was $1,300, 4 percent higher than the same 
month of the prior year.

The Austin Board of Realtors is a nonprofit, 
voluntary organization representing more 
than 8,000 licensed Realtors in Central Texas. 
Visit www.austinhomesearch.com, a public 
resource on Austin real estate, for the latest 
news on the local housing market. 

For more information, please contact 
Angela Brutsché at 512-454-7636.

Austin could see return to pre-recession days, expert says
Despite the lack of homebuyer tax credits, single-family home sales have increased since 2010. The median price of homes 
decreased, reflecting a demand for lower-priced homes. 

Single-family homes sold
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Opening Soon  
WALSH TRAILS
Although we are new to Walsh 

Trails, we are old timers to 

building homes. With over 

30 years of experience and 

thousands of happy home 

owners, Homes by Avi is an 

accomplished homebuilder 

with numerous awards and 

industry recognition in quality 

and innovation. Our business 

philosophy has remained simple 

and consistent over the past 

three decades -- “We deliver 

what we promise”. We invite 

you to check out our newest 

o�erings in Walsh Trails -- we are 

sure you will be impressed with 

how much you get with a home 

from Homes by Avi.

HOMES  
FROM THE 

$240s
homesbyavi.com

There’s a  New  
                     Kid in town

For more information please call 

Branka Bogdanich (512) 699-9782

 Homes by Avi  39
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Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

REAL ESTATE

Northcreek Ranch
Leander — 78641

Build-out year: 2002

Builders: Main Street Homes, High Plains Ltd., 
Centex Homes, Eaglewood Homes

Number of homes: 577

Low/high square footage: 1,015–2,861

Amenities: playground

Nearby Attractions:

H-E-B Plus, Devine Lake Park, Veterans 
Memorial Park, Toll 183A, Capital MetroRail 
station, 1890 Ranch Shopping Center

Property taxes:

City of Leander:  0.650420
Williamson County:  0.459999
Austin Community College:  0.951000
Williamson County FM/RD:  0.030000
Leander ISD:  1.454800
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 1A:  0.020000

Total (per $100 value) _____________ 3.566219

Leander iSD schools:

• Bagdad Elementary School

• Leander Middle School

• Rouse High School

905 Rancho Viejo  $131,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,500 sq. ft.
Agent: Regina Cox, RE/MAX Heart of Texas
775-6993

1607 Waterfall Ave. $147,000
3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,937 sq. ft.
Agent: Dori Garner, Realty Austin
917-7310

702 Eaglecreek Drive $149,000
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,364 sq. ft.
Agent: Gina Weesner, Century 21 HSK and Associates
736-2872

500 Eaglecreek Drive $134,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,777 sq. ft.
Agent: Marvin Filla, Coldwell Banker United
750-3205

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

11 7 53

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

47 1,129/2,266 $86,000/$149,892

On the market  (As of Aug. 24, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Aug. 24, 2010–Aug. 24, 2011)

183

Old FM 2243

C
R

 279

archadeck®

Of Austin

MOVE IT 
OUTSIDE...

Stunning, Custom-Designed & Built

Offer good through October 31, 2011. Some restrictions apply

Outdoor living rooms * Screened Porches * Patios 
* Outdoor Kitchens Fireplaces * Decks * Pergolas 

* Shade Structures * Awnings
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Now Open 
WALSH TRAILS
Although we are new to Walsh 

Trails, we are old timers to 

building homes. With over 

30 years of experience and 

thousands of happy home 

owners, Homes by Avi is an 

accomplished homebuilder 

with numerous awards and 

industry recognition in quality 

and innovation. Our business 

philosophy has remained simple 

and consistent over the past 

three decades -- “We deliver 

what we promise”. We invite 

you to check out our newest 

offerings in Walsh Trails -- we are 

sure you will be impressed with 

how much you get with a home 

from Homes by Avi.

HOmeS  
FROM THE 

$240s
homesbyavi.com

There’s a  New  
                     Kid in town

For more information please call 

Branka Bogdanich (512) 699-9782
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Homes All  Over Austin from the $240’s-$600’sThere has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home in 
Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to homes for first-time 
buyers in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes offers home 

buyers more options, a higher standard of quality and design features 
like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

www.HighlandHomes.com

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 6/30/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	low	$200’s
	 512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

Inner Space... Outer Beauty

Highland Homes’ Final Phase 
at Steiner Ranch

With Steiner Ranch nearing completion, 
buyers have only one more chance to build 
with Highland Homes in the award-win-
ning master planned development. 

The company’s final phase at Steiner 
Ranch is Santaluz – a small, gated commu-
nity which features 90-foot lots, superior 
amenities and some of the most spectacu-
lar views that Steiner Ranch has to offer. 

“We tailor our homes to the sites they 
are built on,” explains Lyn Richardson, 
Highland Homes sales consultant. “We 
take into account where the lot is situated 
and build the home to capture the best 
view.”

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 
to almost $1 million. All plans feature 
four to five bedrooms and at least three 
bathrooms. 

And, unlike many builders, Highland 
Homes’ in-house architects are able to 
accommodate semi-custom to custom 
designs. “We can offer buyers the best of 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Highland Homes

both worlds – beautiful, efficient floor 
plans that can be tailored to their specific 
needs,” adds Richardson.

Many of the architectural details 
offered by Highland Homes in Steiner 
Ranch are considered upgrades with 
other builders. Some of their standard 
options include four sides clay brick with 
stone or stucco, soaring ceilings that slope 
to 15 feet in height, oversized windows, 
more than 250 standard tile selections, 
custom-built 40-inch raised panel cabi-
nets and much more. 

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, includ-
ing private access to Lake Austin, three 
community centers, numerous pools, 750 
acres of nature preserves and more. San-
taluz is only minutes from Lake Travis, 
as well.

Steiner Ranch offers convenience like no 
other community, with several on-site res-
taurants and elementary schools, a daycare 
center, ice cream and coffee shops and gas 
station. In addition, a Randalls Signature 
grocery store is scheduled to open this 

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-and-a-half baths and three living areas with 
a three-car garage.  

summer at the entrance to Steiner Ranch.
Santaluz is situated within Leander ISD 

and feeds into River Ridge Elementary, 
Canyon Ridge Middle School and Van-
degrift High School. “The schools here 
are high caliber,” adds Richardson. “And 
they’re close – Santaluz is within walking 
distance to River Ridge.”

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, it’s 
no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ pre-
mier home builder. “At Highland Homes, 

we are not ‘done’ when the customer 
closes on his or her house. We go above 
and beyond to provide excellent customer 
service and ensure that our customer is 
happy,” states Richardson.

Home sites in this stunning commu-
nity are selling quickly. To learn more 
about Santaluz, visit  HighlandHomes.
com or calling Lyn Richardson at 512-
266-7117.
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Call Today: 877-899-7999

Mercedes Homes
Present this ad to receive: 

$1,000 towards closing costs*

www.MercedesHomes.com

HIGHLANDS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $210’s  •  (512) 528-9911
THe FAIRwAYS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander 
Now Selling  •  From the $290’s  •  (512) 528-9911
GRAND MeSA AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $420’s  •  (512) 528-9911
RANCH AT BRUSHY CReeK  –  Cedar Park
From the $240’s  •  (512) 248-8125
THe VISTAS AT LAKe TRAVIS  –  Spicewood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 699-1244

GARLIC CReeK  –  Buda
From the $210’s  •  (512) 312-2150
RIM ROCK  –  Driftwood
From the low $300’s  •  (512) 858-4700
LA VeNTANA  –  Driftwood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 858-4700
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK  –  Southwest/Central Austin
From the $270’s  •  (512) 292-6008
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK eSTATeS – Southwest/Central Austin
From the $420’s  •  (512) 292-6008

*Offer expires 9/30/2011. Offer, prices, plans, specifications and availability are subject to change and/or cancelation at any time without prior notice. May not be combined with any other offers or promotions. 
Additional details and restrictions are listed in Buyer’s contract. Please contact community salesperson for additional details and restrictions.

Present this ad to receive: 
$1,000 towards closing costs*

Mercedes Homes

Thoughtfully Designed, Master-
planned Treasure at Mercedes Homes

Mercedes Homes offers three spectacu-
lar communities to suit every lifestyle at 
Crystal Falls.  Beautiful landscaping and 
incredible architecture add to the ambi-
ance of your new Mercedes home in the 
prestigious Crystal Falls community.

Located in the sprawling Hill Country 
of Leander, TX and strategically posi-
tioned, the community is close to major 
shopping centers, Leander ISD Schools as 
well as many of Austin’s major employers.  
Three communities are now available, The 
Highland at Crystal Falls, The Fairway 
at Crystal Falls and Grand Mesa.  Prices 
start at $216,990, range in size from 2,187 
sq. ft. to 4,241 sq. ft. and offer home sites 
up to an acre. 

Homes at Crystal Falls feature spacious 
and open floor plans which are available 
with an array of custom options. And, 
Mercedes Homes will work to build each 
home to best suit the buyers’ needs. 

Crystal Falls boast a lifestyle that 
everyone is looking for.  Relax at one of 
the three Crystal Falls amenity centers 
with incredible outdoor facilities, resort 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Mercedes Homes

style pools, tennis courts, and incred-
ible recreational opportunities.  Outdoor 
enthusiasts enjoy the hiking and biking 
trails that wind through Crystal Falls and 
the hill country views and sunsets from 
the nearby hilltops.  For the golf enthu-
siast the scenic and pristine Crystal Falls 
Golf Course will not disappoint.  The 
course offers 18 championship holes that 
will challenge your best game while you 
enjoy the breath taking views. 

Mercedes Homes has been building 
quality homes for 25 years. Their distinc-
tive design, coupled with research and 
innovation, has resulted in homes that are 
stronger, safer and more energy efficient. 

“Our Green Logic program outlines 
17 ENERGY STAR features, including 
insulated garage doors, high performance 
low-E windows, low VOC paint, and 
much more,” explains John Damron, Sales 
Professional for the Crystal Falls commu-
nity. “All 17 of these features are standard 
in every home we built.”

 “Our mission is to build distinctive 
homes of outstanding and enduring value 

while providing an enjoyable experience 
for our customers,” adds Damron. “And 
that is exactly what we do.”

Skill, experience, passion and commit-
ment are all part of the craftsmanship 
that goes into each Mercedes home. Their 
family of dedicated employees and trade 
partners works diligently to build homes 
that will be enjoyed for years to come.

“In 25 years, we’ve grown from building 

35 homes a year to building thousands. 
Our company continues to be an indus-
try leader not because of the number of 
homes we build, but because of how we 
build them,” states Damron.

Mercedes Homes offers one- and 
two-year limited warranties, as well as 
a 10-year structural warranty. To learn 
more about Crystal Falls, visit Mercede-
sHomes.com

In the Crystal Falls community, Mercedes Homes builds spacious and open plans priced from the low 
$200’s to the high $400’s.
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Taylor Morrison – We’re in a 
Great Place

Voted one of the top cities for growth, 
Austin is definitely a great place. With Tay-
lor Morrison’s buyer incentives, when you 
purchase a new Taylor Morrison home, 
you’ll be in a great place too.

Taylor Morrison offers custom designs 
to suit a wide range of lifestyles. Homes 
start in the 160s up to the 600s, and floor 
plans range from 1,600 sq. ft. to 5,000+ 
sq. ft.

Location is everything and we’ve got 
Austin covered. Taylor Morrison has 13 
communities currently available in many 
of the most desirable locations in and 
around Austin.  

Crystal Falls has four different product 
lines, offering luxury homes at affordable 
prices. Our newest development showcases 
majestic views of canyons, rolling hills and 
greenbelts, and provides a sense of security 
within a gated neighborhood.

Steiner Ranch offers six sections of 
breathtaking Taylor Morrison homes. Our 
newest section, The Fairways at Steiner 
Ranch, is a quaint community backing to 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Taylor Morrison

the prestigious University of Texas Golf 
Club. The Fairways offers tremendous 
value and one of the final opportunities to 
purchase a new home in Steiner Ranch. 

Visit one of our nine Austin area model 
homes and register for our Great Place 
Sweepstakes*. This summer, three lucky 
winners will enjoy a weekend getaway to 
the Hyatt Lost Pines Resort – including 
golf and spa services. 

Now is the perfect time to purchase a 
home from Taylor Morrison. If you prefer 
to build your own home with Taylor Mor-
rison or are seeking the opportunity to 
purchase a move-in ready home, we would 
like to help you find the home of your 
dreams!  

Visit TaylorMorrison.com, or call 
Heather Fox at 845-7350, for prices, loca-
tions, floor plans and available homes. 

*Design options and savings may vary by com-
munity. See a Sales Associate for details. May not 
be combined with other offers.

Located just a few tee shots from The University of Texas Golf Club, The Fairways Community features families that have a common passion for refined 
living, never-ending views of lush fairways and the rolling hill country. The Florian is one story with 4-5 bedrooms with 2 baths from $290,990.

The Roma is a two story with 4-5 bedrooms and 2.5-3 baths from 
$322,990 with a bonus room option.

Unbelievable Amenities in the Bella Mar community located in 
Steiner Ranch. Fun for all ages!
 

Keeping You Cool for FREE!
Receive all these upgrades when you purchase one of our homes at Crystal Falls.

2701 Highland Trail 
Leander, TX 78641 
512.260.0718

Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. All incentives, pricing, availability and plans subject to change or delay without notice. All dimensions are approximate. Please visit TAYLORMORRISON.COM for official 
terms and conditions and see a Sales Associate or contact your IHC for further details. Offer ends September 30, 2011. ©August, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

UP TO 
$12,000

IN SAVINGS

taylormorrison.com

Visit our Crystal Falls community TODAY for more details! Or contact Heather Fox at www.taylormorrison.com. 

Taylor Morrison’s

AT CRYSTAL FALLS

Ceiling Fans

Washing Machine

Electric Dryer

Covered Patio

Granite Countertops

Mahogany Front Door

Refrigerator

Appliance Package

Rounded Corners 
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 18 2 69 106

$100,000–$149,900 154 39 70 96

$150,000–$199,900 140 100 64 75

$200,000–$299,900 83 178 79 67

$300,000–$399,900 40 49 127 84

$400,000–$499,900 28 15 73 146

$500,000–$749,900 32 9 106 158

$750,000–$999,900 2 2 73 56

$1 million + 2 1 562 9

Month

Number of homes for sale Number of homes for sale

CLN CLS CLN CLS

Aug. 2011 77 78 $168,099 $221,023

Aug. 2010 82 66 $172,563 $243,937

July 2011 62 71 $162,780 $233,208

June 2011 83 79 $170,300 $225,195

May 2011 65 58 $158,062 $225,150

April 2011 81 66 $171,588 $252,200

March 2011 56 58 $183,598 $215,308

Feb. 2011 43 42 $201,416 $231,616

Jan. 2011 53 33 $166,275 $232,807

On the market  (Aug. 1–31) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900 | nason@nasoncompany.com

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, 
while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. Ft. Agent Phone Agency

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1807 Blue Bell Drive 4br/2ba $177,000 1,970 Robert Guest 616-4100 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Enclave Shady Trails 1306 Colby Lane 4br/3ba $330,000 2,759 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 805 Truman Lane 3br/2ba $150,000 1,533 Craig Smyser 735-7200 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Hunters Glenn 2306 Robby Lane 4br/3ba $255,000 3,023 Cheryl Fowlkes 749-8509 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78613 Cedar Park Lakeline Oaks 2322 Clover Ridge Drive 3br/2ba $179,000 1,592 Nicholas Broderson 659-9504 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 305 Arrowhead Trail 4br/2ba $239,000 2,748 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 3605 Turkey Path Bend 4br/3ba $290,000 3,199 Mitchell Gunter 560-1333 RE/MAX Capital City III

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 4017 Gloucester Drive 3br/2ba $280,000 2,181 Lisa Billingsley 848-6888 Crystal Falls Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 207 Brangus Drive 5br/4ba $531,900 4,052 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 4122 Remington Road 4br/4ba $538,900 4,052 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 4124 Remington Road 4br/3ba $486,900 3,684 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 106 Buckshot Way 4br/2ba $349,900 3,346 Larry Lewis 637-8455 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Riviera Springs 2117 Riviera Drive 4br/2ba $115,000 1,854 Linda Graves 744-4584 RE/MAX Capital City III

78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 501 Mandarin Flyway 4br/2ba $249,900 2,473 Robert Guest 616-4100 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Silverado West 517 Clover Flat Road 4br/2ba $204,900 2,417 Holly Hogue 417-5917 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2002 Tattler Drive 3br/2ba $209,900 2,137 Peter Sajovich 219-3030 HomeNet Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2509 Guara Drive 4br/3ba $372,400 3,325 Rocky Breon 577-2678 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78641 Leander County Glen 700 County Glen St. 2br/2ba $239,900 1,442 Kasey Jorgenson 574-5484 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa 1324 Pasa Tiempo 6br/4ba $615,960 4,248 Gwendolyn Cacciatore 731-5633 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 2513 Thunder Horse 5br/3ba $378,900 3,688 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander North Rim 17705 North Rim Drive 4br/3ba $359,000 3,294 Tate Chiles 305-3720 e-Executive Realty

78641 Leander Old Town Village 104 Treasure Oaks Drive 4br/2ba $131,000 1,967 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 306 Nogales Lane 3br/2ba $188,091 1,822 Kenneth Gezella 214-882-4269 Gatehouse Properties

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 1810 Baranco Way 4br/2ba $195,072 2,038 Kenneth Gezella 214-882-4269 Gatehouse Properties

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 619 Alta Vista Drive 3br/2ba $183,104 1,629 Kenneth Gezella 214-882-4269 Gatehouse Properties

78641 Leander Westwood 400 Bello Drive 4br/2ba $145,000 3,055 Ernesto Hernandez 968-4663 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Woods at Mason Creek 904 Mallard Lake Trail 4br/2ba $171,500 2,276 Michael Eckert 304-5786 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 11704 Fletcher Hall Lane 3br/2ba $179,900 1,837 Kenn Renner 423-5626 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78717 Austin Avery Ranch North 9713 Bundoran Drive 4br/2ba $275,000 2,239 Chad Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser Real Estate

78717 Austin Oak Brook 17004 Pagosa Springs Court 4br/2ba $300,000 2,764 Terri Romere 431-5435 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Oak Brook 17025 Conway Springs Court 4br/2ba $310,000 3,341 Terri Romere 431-5435 Keller Williams Realty

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

305 Arrowhead Trail $239,000

2117 Riviera Drive $115,000

2513 Thunder Horse $378,900

17025 Conway Springs Court $310,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 08/23/11 and 09/01/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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The Mother Truckers will headline the Texas star studded musical line up. Great Texas music will be playing from noon to 10pm both days. Check out www.northshoretravis.com for the music schedule and links for most musicians.

  The grand prize winner of the Travis Rain Dance video competition will be 
awarded their prize at the Oktoberfest. Go to www. TravisRainDance.com for all the details.

The Car Show on Saturday is an open class, all around show with a Mayor’s Trophy. Over 100 cars are expected from Model A’s to classic roadsters. Food Booths will provide everything from barbeque, Bratwurst with sauerkraut, giant turkey legs, sausage on a stick, hot dogs, corn on the cob and more. A selection of beers, wine and margaritas will also be available. Come hungry for a wonderful taste sensation. No coolers or bottles will be allowed in the park. On Saturday morning there will 
be a 5K run, the Lakeside Challenge. Details and sign up at www.signmeup.com/77082.  
Sunday is Kids Activities day with games, face painting and a bounce house.

a 
sic 

e 

All-You-Can-Eat Catfi sh 
with Hushpuppies and 

Cole Slaw

*We will be closed on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays due to the current weather/lake conditions until 
further notice. Join us the rest of the week and weekend to relax and enjoy home-style cooking and live music!

Friday, September 16 ................
Saturday, September 17 ...........
Saturday, September 24 ...........
Friday, September 30 ................
Saturday, October 1 ..................
Saturday, October 8 ..................

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US #1 IN THE

#1-Best Restaurant, Overall  •  #1-Best Service, Restaurant
#1-Best Appetizer  •  #1-Best Dessert  •  #1-Best Hamburger

#1-Best Live Music Venue

Visit us at Oktoberfest
September 24-25 at Jones Brothers Park
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Meet the GeRD expeRts
Left to right: Melvin K. Lau, MD; Benjamin D. Havemann, MD; Aline Ghaleb, MD; Douglas W. Martin, MD;  
Vu Nhu Nguyen, MD; F.P. (Tripp) Buckley III, MD, FACS; Kirkland C. Nolan, MD

Get to know your heartburn 
treatment options. 
More than 40 million Americans suffer  
from acid reflux, or gastroesophageal  
reflux disease (GERD). 

GeRD can impact the simplest daily activities, preventing 
you from eating the foods you love or keeping you up 
at night. If ignored or ineffectively treated, it can cause 
permanent damage to your esophagus and lead to more 
threatening health problems, such as bleeding, ulcers, 
scarring and cancer. 

For more information or to schedule  
an appointment, please call  

512-509-GeRD (4373)

Persistent heartburn is the most 
common symptom of GERD. 

Other GERD symptoms include:

• Difficulty or painful swallowing
• sour taste in mouth
•  Feeling of food “sticking”  

in chest or throat
•  Chronic cough, sore throat or hoarseness
• Frequent belching
• excessive mouthwatering
• Bad breath
• Inflammation of gums
• erosion of tooth enamel
• Asthma

heartburn.sw.org


