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By Victor O’Brien
As Cedar Park and Leander try to receive 

compensation after years of providing free 
fire services, communities near the cities 
may find a new set of challenges as they cre-
ate emergency service districts to maintain 
fire protection.

In separate efforts, Cedar Park and Lean-
der are asking residents of areas outside the 
city limits either to start paying for fire ser-
vices they have received for free, or find a 
new service provider.

Several neighborhoods in Cedar Park’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction are moving 
closer to creating Williamson County 
emergency service districts 11 and 12, while 
Leander is beginning a process that could 
lead to the creation of additional William-
son County emergency service districts.

Communities, cities seek to 
solve fire service quandary
Areas closer to creating emergency service districts

See ESD | 13

By Macy Hurwitz
Extreme drought conditions 

have prompted area governments 
to take measures such as canceling 
Fourth of July fireworks and ask-
ing citizens to conserve water. 

One of the conservation meth-
ods Cedar Park and Leander have 
suggested is xeriscaping—which 
uses plants and gardening meth-
ods that require little to no supple-
mentary irrigation—and Cedar 
Park has gone so far as to launch 
a website to encourage it: Water-
ThriftyCedarPark.com. 

However, some residents are 
limited in the ways they can meet 
these requests due to landscaping 

Drought spurs change, conservation
Residents and cities use different methods to cut back on water

See Drought | 11
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requirements instituted by their 
homeowners associations.

Mitch Fuller is a board mem-
ber on the Brushy Creek Regional 
Utility Authority and the mayor 
pro tem of Cedar Park. BCRUA is 
a partnership with Round Rock, 
Leander and Cedar Park to build 
facilities and capacity necessary 
to provide water for the growing 
populations in each city. Fuller 
said his involvement with BCRUA 
has caused him to re-examine the 
way he views his own lawn.

“I got a nasty letter from my 
HOA about my yard,” Fuller said, 
remarking on his yard’s appear-
ance. “I fertilize it, but I can tell 
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Cedar Park resident Linda Hernandez’s xeriscaped yard is featured on the new Water 
Thrifty Cedar Park website. Hernandez’s yard provides food and shelter for wildlife.

you that my personal behavior has 
changed. It’s more important that 
we have drinking water.”

What residents can do
Silverado Ranch and Cedar 

Park resident Linda Hernandez’s 
yard is featured on the Water 
Thrifty Cedar Park website. She 
uses native and drought-resistant 
plants, rain collection barrels and 
a sensor that shuts off the sprin-
klers if it detects rain.

Hernandez said she and her 
husband, Saul, put a lot of work 
into their yard, and some plants 
have not worked for them. But, 

Changes in fire service industry stan-
dards, costs and urbanization of rural com-
munities have created challenges for ESDs, 
said Cliff Avery, executive director of the 
Texas State Association of Fire and Emer-
gency Districts.

“Unfortunately, ESDs don’t have the same 
tax authority as municipalities,” Avery said.

Looming changes
Leander Fire Chief Bill Gardner has 

begun to put plans in place that would 
require areas Leander Fire Department 
serves in the county and the city’s ETJ to 
pay for fire services. The areas received 
fire protection through a contract worth 
about $30,000 that Williamson County had  
with Leander.

Steps to becoming an

       STEP 2

    
   S

TE
P 6 Any cities that 

have ETJ rights 
over the areas 
consent to the 

formation

       STEP 1
At least 100 people in the 

designated area sign a 
petition

ESD
An emergency service district is a 
political subdivision that allows areas 

to raise money through property 
taxes to pay for emergency 

medical and fire prevention 
services. An ESD 

provides services 
to those areas 

through its own 
emergency 
departments or 
by contracting 
with nearby 
agencies. 
Board 
members are 
appointed by 
the county to 
govern and 
coordinate 
emergency 
services.

The board 
sets a tax rate 
and decides 

how it will provide 
fire and emergency 

response services to 
the residents

Source: Williamson County

STEP 4

The county holds 
public hearings 
and approves an 

election date

Residents vote in favor of 
the ESD being created

The county 
commissioners court 
sets up and appoints 
members to the ESD 

board

STEP 5

STEP
 3
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in  an  emergency
make   your   choices   before   AN   emergencY   happens

512-341 -6428    |     STDAVIDS.COM/TRAUMA

You never know when an emergency can happen; be prepared before 

it does. St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center’s “Who-What-Where 

Emergency Information Kit” lets EMS know about you and your choices, 

in case you can’t. We treat more emergencies than any other hospital 

in Williamson County and have Trauma Surgeons in-house 24/7. For the 

highest level of emergency and trauma care for the most critically injured  

patients, choose the name you can trust.

Visit our website to order your free kit.

Connect with us on-line at  
stdavids.com/connect

1034_10_RRMC_Trauma_10.75x13_rev.indd   1 10/26/10   1:00 PM
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I can trace the decades 
of my life by the bodies of 
water I found myself in. 
Growing up, if we weren’t 
in Galveston, we were at a 
lake in the Hill Country.  

Lake Buchanan was our favorite until it 
went dry, then we switched to Lake LBJ. 

Its constant water level meant we could 
make our reservations a year ahead of time 
and know there would be water. My dad 
would pull my brother and me behind the 
boat for hours as we water skied, twisting 
and turning to see who would fall first. 
Gasoline was cheap in those days. 

Then, along came my college years in 
San Marcos. I turned into a river rat, and 
floating down the Guadalupe with friends 
became the ultimate in entertainment. 
A subsequent move to Austin and apart-
ment life on RM 620 North introduced 
me to Lake Travis right down the street. 

Although the lure of the Guadalupe occa-
sionally wins out, my husband and I find 
it’s easier to just load up the lawn chairs, 
blow-up rafts and the kids and spend a 
Saturday on Lake Travis. 

With the drought, low lake levels and 
the extremely high temperatures, we are 
spending more time at home this sum-
mer. As we ramp up our efforts to conserve 
water, our lawn is not quite as green, but we 
have hopes for its revival at the drought’s 
end. 

It seems that water conservation is fore-
most on many people’s minds these days, 
and we all have different water demands. 
Our lead story Page 1 is full of useful infor-
mation for conserving water, no matter 
what floats your boat.

Traci Rodriguez
trodriguez@impactnews.com
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Are you following the voluntary 
watering schedule?
Yes, all the time

53%
No, and I don’t know my watering days

25%
Sometimes

18%
No, but I know my watering days

4%
To take this poll and see results, visit www.impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park.

Reader Poll

Local jobs
Post your resume and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

May employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.7%
Up from 6.5% in April

State unemployment—8.0%*
No change from April

National unemployment—9.1%*
Up from 9.0%* in April

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and 
hospitality sector added 1,500 jobs. Mining, logging and 
construction increased by 1,200 jobs. Professional and 
business services added 900 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

On Page 7, the phone number to Cedar Park Farms to 
Market is 383-5700.

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 3

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help out with disaster relief, especially in those states recently 
besieged with flooding, tornadoes and wild fires. We would 
encourage our readers to help, also. It is times like these when 
we realize that the world has become a global community, and 
we can all help our neighbors in need. Your gift to the Ameri-
can Red Cross will support disaster relief efforts throughout 
this country and around the world.

Donate at redcross.org

• Comfortable Waiting Area with Couches
• Big Screen TV
• Free WiFi & Refreshments including fresh ground 

Taste of Austin Coffee
• Courtesy Shuttle in local area
• After Hours Drop Off & Pick Up
• 12 Months, 12,000 mile, Nationwide Warranty

512.219.6900
12326 Ranch Road 620 N., Austin
(between Lake Creek and Ridgeline)

SECOND LOCATION GRAND OPENING!

Call or visit 
austinautotechs.com 
to schedule an appointment!

HONEST QUALITY SERVICEIndependent, Owner Operated Full Service Garage

Mon-Fri 7am-5pm A/C SERVICE OIL CHANGE

Includes gauge & systems 
test, verify proper operation 
of fans and mode controls

Includes up to 5qts. 5W30 
synthetic blend oil, new filter, 

& 25 point safety check
May be combined with other offers on this card.

An appointment is required. Expires 8/19/11
May be combined with other offers on this card.

An appointment is required. Expires 8/19/11

plus parts
$50 value

up to
$35 value

$12 $12
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8 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 260-3131,  
www.kwikkar1431.com

4  Mad Coins, 251 N. Bell Blvd.,  
Ste. 114 A, Cedar Park, opened Feb. 8 
under Michael and Dawn Egger. The 
store is a full-service coin shop that sells 
certified and uncertified coins, as well as 
other collectibles. Customers can also buy 
and sell gold and silver scrap metal. Open 
Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat.  
10 a.m.–4 p.m. 258-2646

5  Supercuts opened in April at 510 N. 
Bell Blvd., Ste 102. Owner Alan Sager 
operates more than 30 Supercuts in the 
Austin area. Supercuts offers haircuts for 
adults and children, shampoos, coloring 
services, waxing, beard trims, styling, 
conditioning treatments, hot towel 
treatments and massages. Open Mon.–Fri. 
9 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m.  250-8129,  
www.supercuts.com

6  On May 31, Village Cleaners, 1805 
S. US 183, Leander, opened as an all-
biodegradable, eco-friendly cleaner. Village 
Cleaners offers free, same-day cleaning, 
express service for overnight drop-offs, 
and hand pressing. Open Mon.–Fri.  
7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 260-1755, 
www.villagecleanerstexas.com

7  With a wide array of ophthalmological 
services, the Vision Center of Texas 
opened July 5 at 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. 203, Cedar Park. The center’s services 
include routine exams, glasses and contact 
lens prescriptions, LASIK and cataract 
surgery, medical diagnosis and treatment 
for conditions including glaucoma and 
macular degeneration. Open Mon.–Fri.  
8 a.m.–5 p.m. 259-3800,  
www.visioncentertexas.com

8  Whitestone Pediatrics opened in late 
June at 1464 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 201, 
Cedar Park. Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 
Tiffani Scott will provide pediatric 
primary care to all newborns and patients 
up to age 21 including sports physicals, 

Now Open

1  Brake Check Plus held a ribbon 
cutting June 29 for a new location at 1340 
E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park. The store 
specializes in brake repair, oil changes, 
and other maintenance not including air 
conditioning repair. Open Mon.–Sat.  
7:30 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.  
259-1661, www.brakecheck.com

2  Agent Ethan Green opened a Farmers 
Insurance office at 1910 Bagdad Road,  
Ste. 205, Leander, in June. A seven-year 
veteran of Farmers Insurance, Green will 
offer automobile, boat, life, home and small 
business insurance. Open Mon.–Fri.  
8:30 a.m.–5 p.m. 259-7800,  
www.farmers.com

3  Offering complete auto care, Kwik Kar 
Lube & Auto Repair opened  
June 27 at 3115 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Cedar Park. Owner Jim Withers provides 
oil changes, mechanical repair, tire 
installation, alignments, tire rotations, 
air conditioner  and transmission repair, 
and engine flushes. Kwik Kar offers a free 
loaner car for customers to use during 
mechanical repairs. Open Mon.–Fri.  
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NEW COMING SUMMER 2011!

Mighty Fine Burgers, Fries & Shakes
Adventure Kids Playcare
Takara Sushi Bar & Asian Bistro
Gymboree Play & Music

Come try our restaurants near Cinemark!
 Spicy Pickle   Rudino’s Pizza & Grinders   Taco Real  
 China Café    Which Wich   Rosie’s Pho   Jamba Juice  
 Nothing Bundt Cakes  Baskin Robbins   Yo Yo’s Frozen Yogurt
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vaccinations, consultations and health and 
wellness exams. Scott has been practicing 
in Williamson County since 2007. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 260-8100,  
www.whitestonepediatrics.com

9  Xtreme Tan opened June 6 in a 
1,478-square-foot space at Lakeline Village 
Shopping Center, 1400 Cypress Creek 
Road, Cedar Park. The store offers five 
levels of tanning beds, UV-free mystic 
tanning, lotion and skincare products. 
Open Mon.–Thu. 9 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri. 9 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sun. 1 p.m.–6 p.m. 832-5850, 219-8267, 
www.x-tremetan.com

Austin-based HomeboyMedia launched 
www.homeboydeals.com June 1. The 
website is dedicated to offering deals on 
products and services for homeowners. 
Twitter: @HomeboyDeals

Bobby Miller is the creator and director 
of the new youth baseball league, Big 
Diamond Youth Baseball, in Leander. The 
league is up and running for children ages 
7–10 to play in travel games and practice 
on various rented fields. Miller hopes to 
have official land for the league to play on 
recreationally by next spring. 721-9707, 
www.bigdiamondbaseball.com

Wyatt Penrose co-owns a home-based 
franchise of Starscapes, which paints 
murals—that are only visible at night—of 
nighttime stars onto the ceilings of homes, 
offices and theaters. Penrose, a Leander 
resident, services the Austin region, 
including Leander and Cedar Park. The 
franchise started locally early this year. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–8 p.m. 275-6583, 
www.starscapesfx.com/2569

Coming Soon

10 Austin’s Floor Store leased 2,000 
square feet at the Depot Center,  
401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, with 
plans to open a second location by late 
summer or fall. Owner Tim Redwine has 
been in the flooring industry since 1981. 
The Austin-based store sells hardwood, 
carpet, ceramic tile and vinyl flooring.  
www.austinsfloorstores.com

11  Bellini’s Texas Grill is a Texas-Tuscan 
fusion restaurant slated to open in late 
September at the Shops at Silverado, 12800 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 202, Cedar Park. Owned 
by Cedar Park residents Gerald and Suzy 
Freeny, the menu will include deep-dish 
and wood-fired pizza, burgers, salads, 
sandwiches, pasta, paninis and assorted 
desserts including gelato. The restaurant 
plans to serve breakfast, lunch and dinner 
and offer a full bar. Open Mon.–Fri.  
7 a.m.–11 p.m. Sat–Sun. 8 a.m.–11 p.m. 
528-8558, www.bellinistexasgrill.com 

12  Grocery store, MTM Indian Foods 
will open at the Parmer Crossing shopping 

center, 9225 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 102, by 
the end of July. Owner Jolly Varghese will 
be closing his other location on Burnet 
Road in Austin at the end of August.  
www.mgmindianfoods.com

13  Ultimate Eyecare, 14900 Avery Ranch 
Blvd., Austin, will add a second location at 
Parmer Crossing, 2500 W. Parmer Lane, 
Austin, this fall. Ultimate Eyecare provides 
full optometry services including vision 
care, eye exams, LASIK consultations, and 
glasses and contact sales. Open Mon.–Fri. 
8:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.   
www.ultimateeyecare.com

Relocation

14  Moving from 304 W. Willis St., 
Leander, The Silver Spoon Café relocated 
to 1005 S. US 183, the former Burger 
Central location, in late April and opened 
in early May. Owned by James and Jennifer 
Gehring, the restaurant offers daily lunch 
specials, catering, free meals for children 
on Monday through Thursday and live 
music on Fridays and Saturdays. Open 
Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. 528-1867,  
www.thesilverspoonleander.com

Anniversary

15  Texas Orthopedics, which has a 
location at 1401 Medical Parkway B, 
Ste. 120, Cedar Park, celebrated its 25th 
anniversary July 1. The company was 
founded in 1986 by two orthopedic 
surgeons and one physical medicine and 
rehabilitation specialist. Texas Orthopedics 
has 21 physicians and six locations in 
Central Texas. 439-1009, www.txortho.com

Expansions

16  Located at 101 N. West St., Leander 
Presbyterian Church, a 154-year-old 
congregation, has renovated the sanctuary 
with raised ceilings, a steeple and a 
refinished floor. 259-5995,  
www.leanderpres.org

17  Waterloo Ice House, 14900 Avery 
Ranch Blvd., Ste. B-100, installed an 
insulated material to keep its outdoor 
patio cool in the summer and warm in the 
winter and make it a year-round outdoor 
dining area. The restaurant will add air 
conditioning and heating in July. Open 
Mon.–Thu. 7 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. 7 a.m.– 
10 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.– 
9 p.m. 255-4873,  
www.waterlooicehouse.com

New Ownership

18  Stephen and Nicole Anderson are the 
new owners of Silverado Liquors, 12920 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 103, Cedar Park. The 
store sells wines and spirits. Open Mon.–

Jim Withers opened Kwik Kar Lube & Auto Repair in Cedar Park in June.

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

3

Compiled by Victor O’Brien

With a diverse collection of rare and valuable coins, 
Michael and Dawn Egger opened Mad Coins on 
Bell Boulevard in Cedar Park.

Stephen Anderson co-owns Silverado Liquors in 
Cedar Park.

4

18

P&H Services purchased two condo units in June 
that it has used since moving to Cedar Park in 
2010.

19

Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. 260-6663,  
www.silveradoliquors.com

Nonprofit

The Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter in Georgetown announced 
in June that it had received nine animals 
in two months that needed emergency 
surgeries—about 80 percent more cases 
than the shelter normally handles. Shelter 
Director Cheryl Schneider said this has 
depleted the fund for surgeries, which 
are supplied by donations. Schneider said 
the shelter is asking for donations and for 
people to adopt any of the animals at the 
shelter, located at 1855 S.E. Inner Loop, 
Georgetown. 943-3322, www.wilcopets.org

In the News

19  In June, P&H Services purchased two 
condo units that the business has occupied 
since July 2010 at the Parmer Medical 
and Professional Center, 11901 Parmer 
Lane, Cedar Park. Owned by Hilda and 
Pete Eisele, P&H Services helps patients 
from the diagnosis of breast cancer until 
recovery with mastectomy products, 
such as clothing. Additional services 
include support products for sleep apnea 
sufferers and compression garments for 
lymphedema patients. Open Mon.–Fri.  
8 a.m.–5 p.m.  986-6291,  
www.phservnet.com

Pedernales Electric Cooperative members 
elected William D. Boggs and Kathy 
Scanlon as directors and voted to keep 
its board of directors’ at-large election 
system June 18. Under PEC’s at-large 
system, seven directors reside in different 
geographical districts with each director 
being nominated by local members and 
elected by members from all area districts. 
www.pec.coop 
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7 Cars and Coffee
The August event will feature American ’60s 
and ’70s-era vehicles like Buicks, Cobras and 
Studebakers. Cars and Coffee is an informal 
event for automotive enthusiasts wishing to 
show off their own cars or simply browse the 
automobiles on display. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free  
Leander Old Town, 200 W. Willis St. 
http://austin.carsandcoffee.info 

7 Princess Flyer 2011
Austin Steam Train invites anyone desiring 
royal treatment to take the Princess Flyer to 
Bertram. Those on board will enjoy tea and 
biscuits and an opportunity to take photos 
with princesses. • 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. • $22–$37 
401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste A-103, Cedar 
Park • 477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org
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CALENDAR

July 22–24
By Macy Hurwitz

The Peddler Show has brought arts and crafts to Texas shoppers for 34 years, and the 
show will return to the Cedar Park Center for the second time after a record-breaking 
event last summer. The event will bring more than 120 vendors with wares such as jewelry, 
ceramics, photography, quilts, cutting boards and fragrances. The Peddler Show will 
offer free parking, and there is a coupon available on its website. One admission payment 
is good all weekend, so shoppers may come back again and again. • Friday 3–8 p.m.; 
Saturday 9 a.m.–6 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m.–4 p.m. • $6 (adults), $5 (seniors 65 years and 
older), $5 (children 5–11 years), free (children 5 years and younger) • Cedar Park Center, 
2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park 358-1000 • www.peddlershow.com
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The Peddler Show broke attendance records when it came to the Cedar Park Center in 2010.

The Peddler Show at the Cedar Park Center

August
1 Monday movies at the Leander library: 
‘Shrek’
The Leander Public Library will screen the 
animated film “Shrek” as the last of its series 
of free, family friendly movies. Popcorn will 
be provided. • 2 p.m. • Free • Leander Public 
Library, 1011 South Bagdad Road, Leander 
259-5259 • www.leander.lib.tx.us/

5 Kids R Kids seventh anniversary
The Kids R Kids School of Quality Learning of 
Austin is celebrating its seventh anniversary, 
and the school would like to invite the 
community to join in the fun.  
7:30 a.m.–5 p.m. • 15111 Avery Ranch Blvd., 
Austin • 218-9669 • www.krkaustin.com

Leander Public Library summer reading 
program finale party
The Leander Public Library will say goodbye 
to both summer and the summer reading 
program with a Renaissance fair–themed 
party. • 6–8 p.m. • Leander Public Library, 
1011 S. Bagdad Road, Leander  
259-5259 • www.leander.lib.tx.us/

5–6 Advanced Auto Parts presents 
Monster Jam
See monster trucks like Grave Digger and El 
Toro Loco tear up the Cedar Park Center as 
they rumble around the arena, smash through 
obstacles and perform stunts. • Friday 7 p.m.;  
Saturday 2 p.m., 7 p.m. • $10 (children 2-12) 
$25 (adults) • Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue 
of the Stars, Cedar Park • 1-800-745-3000 

www.cedarparkcenter.com

July
15–16 Christmas In July craft show
Shop for handmade and one-of-a-kind goods 
made by more than 30 vendors at two model 
homes at the Christmas In July craft show.  
Friday 9 a.m.–9 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.–6 p.m.  
Free • 1105 Walsh Trail Hill, Cedar Park  
924-2327

17 Bird survey at Baker Sanctuary
The Conservation Committee, in collaboration 
with the Sanctuary Committee at Travis 
Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary, invites area 
residents to take part in a bird survey. 
Participants will count the species and 
individual birds at the sanctuary, and the 
results will be entered into Cornell University’s 
eBird database. The Conservation Committee 
asks attendees to register by email for 
the event. • 6:30–10 a.m. • Free • Travis 
Audubon’s Baker Sanctuary, 12308 Lime 
Creek Road, Leander • 219-8425  
http://travisaudubon.org/ 
shelia.hargis@gmail.com

18–22 Camp Invention at Reagan 
Elementary School
Camp Invention fosters creative-thinking 
skills, science literacy, history and the arts 
in children entering grades 1–6. Campers 
experience five integrated modules per day 
designed to inspire them to explore, imagine 
new things and exercise their curiosities. 
The camp is directed and instructed by area 
teachers. Discounts are available when two or 
more children register together. • 9 a.m.– 
3:30 p.m. • $215 • Reagan Elementary School, 
1700 E. Park St., Cedar Park  
1-800-968-4332 • www.invent.org

18 Monday movies at the Leander 
library: ‘Robin Hood’
The Leander Public Library invites the public 
to enjoy some time away from the heat with 
the animated feature, “Robin Hood” and 
popcorn. • 2 p.m. • Free • Leander Public 
Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, Leander   
259-5259 • www.leander.lib.tx.us

21 Puppet Show at the Cedar Park 
Public Library
Join Ms. Kit and Ms. Jane for a special puppet 
performance for children in grades K–5 in the 
large meeting room at the Cedar Park Public 
Library. •  1:30–2:30 p.m. and 2:45–3:45 p.m.  
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600  
www.cedarparktx.us/library

Free workshop on how to pay for college
Ryan Thomson, a college planning expert, 
will lead workshops to help inform parents 
about different ways to make college more 
affordable. Reserve a spot through the 
website or by phone. • 7 p.m. • Free  
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, 
Leander • 250-8682  
www.collegefundingspecialiststx.com

22 Dive-In Movie: ‘Despicable Me’
The Twin Lakes Family YMCA will provide 
area residents an opportunity to stay cool 
and entertained with a “dive-in” movie, 
“Despicable Me.” Watch the family-friendly 
movie poolside. Moviegoers can purchase hot 
dogs, drinks, candy, snow cones, chips and 
other concessions with cash. 
8:30–11:30 p.m. • $2 (adult members), $3 
(adult non-members), $1 (child members), $2 
(child non-members), free (children 2 years old 
or younger) • Twin Lakes Family YMCA,  
204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 250-9622  
www.ymcagwc.org
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July 22–Aug. 13 Way Off 
Broadway Community Players present: 
‘Showdown at Bittercreek Saloon’
The Way Off Broadway Community Players’ 
summer offering will be “Showdown at 
Bittercreek Saloon” by Gerry McKimmey, 
a western tale with cowboys, saloon girls, 
villains, and other characters of the storied 
Wild West. July 22–23, 8 p.m.; July 29–30,  
8 p.m.; July 31, 3 p.m.; Aug. 5–6, 8 p.m.;  
Aug. 12–13, 8 p.m. • $10–$20 • 11880 W. Old 
FM 2243, Bldg. 4, Leander • 259-5878 
www.wobcp.org

25 Monday movies at the Leander 
library: “The Never Ending Story”
The folks at the Leander library will provide 
families a cool way to spend an afternoon with 
the family-friendly classic, “The Never Ending 
Story,” and some popcorn • 2 p.m. • Free  
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, 
Leander • 259-5259 • www.leander.lib.tx.us

Free workshop on how to pay for college
College planning expert Ryan Thomson will 
teach parents about the various avenues and 
resources available to help offset the cost of 
a college education for their children. Make 
reservations online or by phone. 7 p.m. • Free 
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery 
Blvd., Cedar Park • 250-8682  
www.collegefundingspecialiststx.com

Worth the Trip

28 HSWC benefit concert 
Rick Broussard and the Continental Club are 
throwing a concert to benefit the Humane 
Society of Williamson County. Two Hoots 
and a Holler, Scott Angle & the Cold Cold 
Hearts, and Bear and the Essentials will all 
perform. • 2–6 p.m. • $10 suggested donation 
Continental Club, 315 S. Congress Ave., 
Austin • www.hswc.net
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Live music in July and Aug.

Cedar Park Farms to Market
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Austin •  Saturday rain or shine
9 a.m.– 1 p.m. • 363-5700
www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com

July 16 The Aberdeens
23  Woody Russell
30  The Average Cover Band and The Randy 

Staudt Band
Aug. 6 Smith and Co.
13  Michael Dart and the Blue Northers

The Dig Pub
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • Thursdays and Fridays 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays 
996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com

July 15 Karen Chisolm
29  Shaun Davenport
Aug. 12 Paul Logan

J.T.’s Sports Grille and Billiards
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park 
Fridays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 9 p.m.  
331-2091

July 15  Johnny Blue
 22 The Detentions
 29 The Detentions
Aug. 5  Rockhouse
 19 Whitestone

Old Town Chapel
311 S. US 183, Leander • Thursdays  
7–10 p.m. • 736-9009 • $10 cover

 July 21 Michael Dart and the Blue Northers

The Post Beer Bar
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 258-2434 
www.thepostbeerbar.com

 July 16 Jul’s and the Chrome Wheels
23  Vince and Friends
30  South Texas Sound
Aug. 6 Roger Len Smith Band
12  Capital Suspects

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532,  
Cedar Park • Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m.  
260-2060 • www.shootersbilliards.net
DJ Devast 8 Fridays at 9 p.m.

July 16 Texas Tall Boys
30  Paul Logan

Spotlight Karaoke and Bar
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park  
Every other Friday 9 p.m.–1 a.m. 
259-3838  
www.spotlightkaraokebar.com

July 22 The Newsboyz
Aug. 5 Texas Tall Boys
19  The Newsboyz

True Grits Texas Bar and Grill
18645 FM 1431, Jonestown • Fridays and 
Saturdays at 7 p.m. • 267-4749 
www.truegritsgrill.com

July 15 Wake Eastman
16  J.T. Coldfire
22  Daniel Tessmer
23  Jordan Mitchell and the New, 
  Unique Band
29  Ryan Collins
30  The Sam Bentley Band
Aug. 5 Grafted Branch
6   Venson and Friends
12  Lee County Line
13  Juke Joint Sandinistas

This list is not comprehensive. For more,
visit www.impactnews.com/

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/central-texas/calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

13 Team Jaylie 5K and Fun Run

The event will benefit 5-year-old Cedar Park 
resident Jaylie Nielson who was recently 
diagnosed with an aggressive and rare form of 
cancer. Participants will receive a free T-shirt. 
There will be a celebration after the race with 
music, face painting, a coloring booth and a 
raffle. 5K starts at 7:30 a.m., Fun Run starts at  
8:30 a.m. • $30 for the 5K until Aug. 12,  
$35 on race day,  $15 for the fun run  
Southwest Williamson County Regional Park, 
3005 County Road 175, Leander   
www.teamjaylie.org 
 

13 Name Your Own Adoption Fee event 
at Humane Society of Williamson County
Adopt a new best friend for whatever fee you 
see fit (minimum $1) at the Humane Society 
of Williamson County. The no-kill shelter is 
looking for forever homes for dogs and cats, 
and all proceeds for the fees will go toward 
helping save more animals’ lives. • 11 a.m.– 
5 p.m. • Humane Society of Williamson 
County, 10930 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander 
260-3602 • www.hswc.net

Join us  for a day of decadent pampering, indulgence and relaxation! You’re invited 
to experience some of the latest and greatest spa treatments available while lending your 
palate to exquisitely scrumptious cuisine and treating your ears to the soothing sounds of 
jazz, and as tradition has it, this event will be offered free to the public.

• Tranquil Massage Therapy

• Unique Aromatherapy

• Luxurious Body & Face Therapies

• Manis, Pedis & Energizing Treatments

• Custom Spray Tans

• Smoothies, Teas & Tantalizing Hors d’oeuvres

• Yoga & Tai Chi

• Brow Shaping

• Progressive Makeup Lessons

9-10 a.m.:  Progressive brunch and physician 
open house in medical office building 
adjacent to hospital

10 a.m.-1 p.m.:  Spa Day is open (please enter 
through medical office building)

* No regiStratioN iS requireD *

1401 Medical Parkway
Cedar Park, tX 78613
512-528-7100
dana_raykovich@cedarparkregional.com

Spa Day
at

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center
August 6, 2011 * 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

56658_CEDA_HWaug_4_9167x6_04c.indd   1 7/8/11   4:00 PM

Our experts know FIT Matters.
201 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990

ROUND ROCK

MR890 Neutral Runner
MEN’S: (D) 8.5-13

WOMEN’S: (B) 7-11
WR890 Neutral Runner

 (B) 7-11

MR890 Neutral Runner
MEN’S: (D) 8.5-13

WR890 Neutral Runner

01 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

WOMEN’S: (B) 7-11
WR890 Neutral Runner

We specialize in ACTIVITIES, STYLES, SIZES & WIDTHS!
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15930 Great Oaks Drive 
Suite A-100  •  Round Rock TX

All services provided by a general dentist

45
TOLL

620

Parm
er Ln.

O’ Connor Dr.

Great Oaks Dr.

• LUMINEERS® Veneers
• Traditional Porcelain Veneers
• Zoom! In-o�  ce Teeth Whitening
• Digital Imaging
• Implant & Extraction Services
• Periodontal Therapy
• TMD/TMJ Disorder
• Sedation Dentistry
• Invisalign
• Same Day Crowns (Since 2005)
• 5 Star Spa Amenities

Houtan Alayan DDS, LVIF, FAGD, FICOI 

FREE 
COSMETIC 
CONSULTATION 
w/LUMI-SMILE 

DIGITAL PHOTO!

(512) 255-3800
www.greatoaksdentistry.com

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

Actual before/after photos of our patients

• FAGD- Fellow Academy of General Dentistry
• FICOI- Fellow International Congress of Oral 

Implantology
• LVI- Graduate of Las Vegas Institute of Advanced Dental 

Studies

“Many patients forget I still perform general dentistry services 
which only compliments the cosmetic and neuromuscular 
side of my practice. Patients are amazed when they 
personally discover the di� erence that cosmetic dentistry has 
made in their appearance and self con� dence”.

- Dr. “Hooty” Alayan

Complimentary 
Whitening Trays

(Valued at $229)
After completing New Patient Exam, 

Cleaning, and X-rays. Some Patients may 
require treatment before whitening. 

Must bring ad! No Cash Value.

Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.
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AT THE CAPITOL

Wiliamson County legislators call  
special session an overall success
by Marcus Funk

With the state budget fully designed 
and its funding plans passed on to the 
governor, Williamson County’s delega-
tion in the Texas House of Representa-
tives said this June’s special session has 
been an overall success. But what caught 
the most attention were two prominent 
Republican priorities—arguments that 
became more fueled as deadline after 
deadline continued to pass.

The highest priority of the special ses-
sion, said freshman Rep. Charles Schw-
ertner, R-Georgetown, was to balance 
the state budget without raising taxes. 
The legislature did that, but it took longer 
than expected; a spartan budget plan 
was passed in May along party lines, but 
it took an impromptu special session to 
solidify funding mechanisms determin-
ing how funding for health care and pub-
lic education would be divided. Of special 
note is a bill granting more fiscal flex-
ibility to local school districts, which will 
be allowed to reduce teacher and admin-
istrator pay, or require furloughs, instead 
of being limited to outright layoffs.

“I think we sent a message to the 
nation that Texas, at least, is going to live 
within its means,” said Schwertner, who Comment at more.impactnews.com/13634

was also a member of the House budget-
writing committee. “We prioritized the 
spending of Texas and lived within our 
budget, without raising taxes, and that’s 
an important statement that the rest of 
the nation needs to hear.”

Bills addressing conservative initia-
tives on so-called “sanctuary cities”—or 
municipalities with lax enforcement poli-
cies concerning undocumented immi-
grants—as well as a bill banning invasive 
pat-downs by Transportation Security 
Administration officials at airports were 
left unpassed. Supporters called the 
pat-downs akin to groping. Both bills 
disintegrated in the special session’s final 
days and hours as Republican leaders in 
the House and Senate could not agree on 
dueling versions and conflicting amend-
ments that had been added to each bill.

“The anti-groping bill really became a 
phenomenon in the last few days, espe-
cially since so many horror stories began 
coming out of airports,” said Rep. Larry 
Gonzales, R-Round Rock.

Both bills were added midway through 
the special session by Gov. Rick Perry; 
originally, only the funding mechanisms 
had been mentioned. As the special ses-
sion continued, lawmakers grew absent 
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Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round Rock, said he felt the special session produced several significant out-
comes, despite legislators’ mixed opinions of the “sanctuary cities” bill and the anti-pat-down bill.

to the point that the House was unable to 
reach quorum on two occasions. 

Most Democrats, meanwhile, consid-
ered both bills a distraction. A Demo-
cratic filibuster in the Senate forced a 
special session, and Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin, had hoped to use the special 
session to secure additional funding for 
public schools and public education; 
instead, she said, the special session 
became awash with pet causes that had 

previously died in the regular session.
Gonzales, though, said that despite the 

lockdown over the TSA and sanctuary 
cities bill, the special session was worth 
the time.

“The days don’t matter so much to me. 
If it takes a little extra time to get it right, 
then so be it,” Gonzales said. 

Accepting new patients 

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home
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Brushy Creek Rd.

Avery Ranch Blvd.

3300 Brushy Creek Road
Visit us on the web at

RowPaddleBrushyCreek.com

Kayak rental and rowing

Got an hour? Your kayak is ready!

• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

RECEIVE $50 OFF 
ANY APPLE 

MACBOOK OR 
HP ELITEBOOK!

Not valid with any other offers. One 
coupon per person. Not valid on previous 

sales. Expires August 19, 2011.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

NOW 
OFFERING 

the latest 4G Wimax 
Internet Service!

Downtown Austin:  24th & Rio Grande  474-6060
 M-F 10-6 Sat 11-4

Cedar Park:  1890 Ranch Shopping Ctr  260-9393 
M-F 10-7 Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (next to Half Price Books)

www.mrnotebook.com

FREE DIAGNOSTICS/
EVALUATION ON ANY 

NOTEBOOK OR 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 

Not valid with any other offers. One 
coupon per person. Not valid on previous 

sales. Expires August 19, 2011.
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Comment at
more.impactnews.com/13631
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Continued from | 1
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Lake Travis
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Vista

Northland Hills Dr.

Pipe

they said, that after the first couple 
of years it gets easier.

“If something doesn’t survive, 
we figure it wasn’t meant to be,” 
Hernandez said. “For instance, I 
love purple fountain grass, and I 
know it’s drought-tolerant, but we 
just haven’t had good luck with it.”

She said she had to have 
discussions with her HOA 
about her yard before it had 
matured, but she has had fewer 
issues since her plants became  
established.

Silverado Ranch HOA Presi-
dent Trey Hensley said the HOA 
is only interested in serving the 
neighborhood and protecting 
property values. He said any pre-
vious objections were about non-
compliance, not xeriscaping.

“Now that it’s been in three or 
four years it looks good, but she’s 
just like anyone else. If she lets it 
grow over the sidewalk, she’ll get 
a violation,” Hensley said of Her-
nandez.

Many HOAs require a large 
majority of all HOA members, 
not just those who attend meet-
ings, to vote in favor of changing 
their rules. Cedar Park subdivi-
sion Forest Oaks’ HOA requires 
80 percent of all members to vote 
in favor to change its covenants.

“We couldn’t get 10 percent of 
the residents in May to attend our 
annual meeting or have a proxy,” 
Forest Oaks HOA President John 
Taube said. “To expect that we 
can get 80 percent of people to 
vote ‘yes’ on anything, I think, is 
not going to happen.”

Hensley said that xeriscaping 
is not expressly forbidden, and 
both Hensley and Taube said resi-
dents just need to educate them-
selves on their deed restrictions 
and covenants and get any plans 
approved by their HOAs.

The Crystal Falls development 

in Leander encourages xeriscap-
ing. Crystal Falls developer Bill 
Hinckley said not only do xeri-
scaped lawns save water and 
money in the long run, they blend 
in with Crystal Falls’ natural sur-
roundings.

“Just read the headlines. We 
see a future of reduced water 
capacity, and Leander will be no 
exception. The water that we do 
use needs to be used efficiently,” 
Hinckley said.

Common lake interests
As Leander and Cedar Park 

encourage citizens to conserve, 
the cities are also pursuing 
ways to ensure the water supply 
remains constant. The cities get 
their drinking water from Lake 
Travis, and both cities’ pipes that 
draw water from the lake to their 
treatment plants are at the same 
depth. If the lake gets below 620 
feet, both of the intakes would be 
in jeopardy.

“Conservation is not a luxury,” 
Cedar Park Utilities Program 
Manager Katherine Woerner 
said.

The cities have teamed up with 
the Drought Contingency Raw 
Water Intake Plan, which would 
be implemented in two phases. 
Phase A, which has already been 
approved for engineering and 
the bidding process at a cost of 
$80,000, would take the pipeline 
to a deeper part of the lake, and 
thus provide water to the two cit-
ies if lake levels drop below 620 

feet. Cedar Park will shoulder 70 
percent of the cost and Leander 
will pay 30 percent.

“We’re not only adjacent to each 
other, our raw water intakes are 
adjacent to each other, so it’s logi-
cal that we have a partnership to 
address those problems and take 
the necessary contingency mea-
sures to prepare for and be able to 
respond to lowering lake levels so 
we are able to have a continuous 
water supply,” Leander Utilities 
Director Wayne Watts said.

For Phase B, which has not 
yet been approved by either city 
council, the cities have an agree-
ment with landowners to allow 
the cities to place a floating raw 
water intake barge to take water 
from the deep water intake and 
send it on to the cities’ respective 
water treatment plants. 

“Those agreements state that 
the barge can only be there dur-
ing certain low lake level condi-
tions, and once those low lake 
level conditions cease to exist, the 
barge has to be moved,” Assistant 
City Manager Sam Roberts said.

Roberts said bidding on Phase 
A will begin July 19.

Seeking a paradigm shift
It seems all the entities at work 

are striving to achieve a funda-
mental shift in water consump-
tion, because if there is something 
no one seems to disagree about, 
it is that water issues are not 
going away. The feast and famine 
cycles of droughts followed by 
short periods of excess rain are 
expected to continue as more and 
more people draw on the same 
resources.

“That’s just the nature of the 
climate here in the Austin area.” 
Lower Colorado River Author-
ity meteorologist Bob Rose 
said. “It’s been this way for a  
long time.” 

Drought Contingency Water Intake Plan

1  Leander’s raw water intake barge

2  Cedar Park’s raw water intake 
barge

3  Phase A of the plan would put an 
intake pipe in deeper water

4  Jonestown Water Supply Corp. 
raw water intake barge

5  Phase B of the plan would put 
a temporary intake barge if the 
lake levels dropped below 620.

1
2

5

4

3

LAKE TRAVIS
Important lake levels to note

The lake is full when it 
reaches this level.

The lake was at this level  
July 1, 2011.

If the lake reaches this level, 
the cities’ intakes will no 
longer function.

This is Lake Travis’ July average.

681  ft.* =

646.31  ft. =

620  ft. =

658  ft.  =

“We’re not only adjacent to 
each other, our raw water 
intakes are adjacent to each 
other, so it’s logical that we 
have a partnership to address 
those problems ...”

—Wayne Watts,  
Leander Utilities Director

Source: Lower Colorado River Authority

Source: City of Cedar Park

*Levels are measured in feet mean sea level

Help your child to focus better and excel at school 
this year with special “Back to School” supplements 

and nutrition plan by Natural Wellness.

Natural Health Solutions & Wellness Services
“FOR YOUR HEALTH WITH GOD’S NATURAL REMEDIES”

1001 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 106  •  Cedar Park
www.� eMaryDaleLawFirm.com 
mary@themarydalelaw� rm.com
(512) 249-5828

• Business Law

• Contract Law

• Employer/Employee Issues

• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Law

• Real Estate/Property Disputes

• Commercial Civil Litigation

• HUB Certi� ed

• Veteran Owned

Mary Lopez Dale
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

PERSONABLE.  DEPENDABLE.  QUALITY SERVICE.
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Secure campus• 

Spanish and music classes•  for all 
preschoolers two and older

Individualized program and • child assessments

Degreed, credentialed, • experienced teachers

Challenging curriculum which • 
fosters a lifetime of learning

Chef-prepared lunches and snacks• 
Free Internet viewing for parents• 

Your Child’s Academic Success Begins at Bluebonnet!

Get our E.R. wait time  
even before you get  

to our E.R.

We know that when you have an emergency, you want help fast. 

That’s why Cedar Park Regional Medical Center introduced 

the 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge*. And now, we’re 

introducing two ways to find the current average wait time before 

you arrive. Either scan this QR code with your smartphone or visit 

our website to get a better idea of how quickly you’ll initially be seen.    

*We are committed to working diligently to have you initially seen by a clinical professional (physician, physician assistant  
or nurse practitioner) within 30 minutes of your arrival. If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

Scan this QR code to visit our website and add our  
quick launch web app to your home screen.

30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge.

Located behind the 1890 Ranch Shopping Center 
CedarParkRegional.com

CPRMC

56482_CEDA_ERpldgP_4_9167x12_25.indd   1 7/8/11   3:45 PM
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Areas for Williamson 
County ESD 12
9    Breakaway

10    Caballo Ranch

11    Whippoorwill

12    Lakewood Country 
Estates

13    The Place

14    Sam Bass 

Status: Preparing for November 
election to vote on forming 
WCESD 12

Cedar Park

Travis County ESD 14 
areas in Cedar Park ETJ
15    Bella Vista

16    Deer Creek

17    Twin Creek

18    Cypress Canyon

Status: Contract negotiations 
between TCESD 14 and Cedar Park 
ended. The area will be served 
by Volente Fire Department via a 
contract with TCESD 14

183

183A
TOLL

2243

Old FM 2243

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

R
onald 

R
eagan B

lvd.

B
agdad R

d/

183

1431

Whitestone Blvd.

Park St.

New Hope Dr.

Parm
er Ln.

Butte
rcup Creek Blvd.

Lakeline Blvd.

   
 C

yp
re

ss
 C

reek R
d.

183A
TOLL

Brushy Creek Rd.

Anderson M
ill Rd.

45
TOLL

Areas for Williamson 
County ESD 11
1   Shenandoah

Status: Preparing for 
November election to vote on 
forming WCESD 11
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“The county could not afford the cost to 
continue to pay for that at what it was actu-
ally costing,” Gardner said. “The problem 
is when you run 3,000 calls per year and 
about 35 percent are in the county, that 
wasn’t covering the city’s cost.”

Gardner said the impetus for cities mov-
ing toward requiring payment is the grow-
ing demand placed on covering rural areas 
that have become suburbs. He also said the 
recession has made cities more prudent 
with money.

The city hopes that the affected residents 
will have an election to create an ESD by 
November, but May 2012 appears more 
likely, he said. Without creation of an ESD 
or a way to pay for services, the city may 
have to consider not serving those areas.

Cedar Park approached residents of 
about 1,000 ETJ homes in non-contracted 
areas in late 2010. The city asked the areas 
to find a way to provide fire service on their 
own or design a funding mechanism with 
ability to contract by Nov. 8, 2011, to keep 
service until the end of 2012. Otherwise, 
service would stop by the end of 2011.

The creation of WCESDs 11 and 12 in 
Cedar Park’s ETJ is expected to go to vote 
in November, and if approved, the ESD 
will be allowed to tax residents and create 
their own fire departments or contract with 
Cedar Park or another agency.

If approved in November, WCESD 12 
will include various subdivisions east of US 
183. WCESD 11 would cover the Shenan-
doah neighborhood.

Cedar Park officials said equity is a driv-
ing factor and that it is not fair for city 
residents and contracted areas to pay for 
services while some are not, Cedar Park 
spokeswoman Jennie Huerta said. 

“I think that by forming an ESD we are 
doing the right thing because, God knows, 
I don’t want my house to burn up,” said 
Josef Zeevi, an ETJ resident of Breakaway 
who has helped prepare the area to form an 
ESD.

Origin of the ESD
ESDs evolved out of the outdated model 

of Rural Fire Protection Districts during 
the last 20 years. ESDs trumped RFPDs 

by increasing the maximum tax rate from  
3 cents per $100 property value to 10 cents.

As suburbs have developed over the rural 
areas, fire departments have needed more 
equipment, higher-level training and better 
staffing to handle more emergency calls.

“The ESDs don’t solve everything. The  
10 cents, for many districts, is not enough 
to do what they want to do or the folks 
in their community need them to do,”  
Avery said.

Annexation poses problem
ESD sustainability is also threatened 

when cities annex ESD residents, reducing 
the tax base. 

Travis County ESD 14 has contracted 
with the Volente Fire Department to ser-
vice most of the ESD, while contracting 
with the Cedar Park Fire Department to 
service the city’s ETJ areas in the ESD. 

TCESD 14 ended the CPFD contract in 
June after a year of off-and-on negotiations. 
TCESD 14 Commissioner Brandon Tanous 
said TCESD 14 needed to add more staffing 
for VFD last year but could not do so and 
continue to fund the Cedar Park contract.

TCESD 14 may need more revenue in the 
coming years to survive annexation and 
to secure mutual support agreements with 
other area departments, Tanous said. 

Caleb Magee, founder of Cedar Park 
Neighborhood Action Network, said he 
thinks the contract with Cedar Park dis-
solved at the cost of the ETJ areas’ fire ser-
vice quality.

After the contract dissolved, residents of 
Deer Creek Ranch, a subdivision in Cedar 
Park’s ETJ, asked the city about voluntary 
annexation and could be beginning the 
petition phase of the process, Huerta said. 
The city is not considering any areas besides 
Deer Creek Ranch for annexation at this 
time.

Still, Gardner and other fire officials said 
that despite the challenges, an ESD remains 
the best option, especially over stand-alone, 
volunteer-only departments. 

“It’s the best we got at this point,” Avery 
said. “They are being created all over Texas 
because they are more viable than relying 
on barbecues and bake sales [to raise funds 
for volunteer departments].”

Leander
service areas
2   High Gabriel Estates

3   San Gabriel

4   Hidden Mesa

5   Falcon Oaks

6   Ridgmar Landing

7   Whitetail

8   Parkside
Status: Leander is in the early phases of reaching out to 
neighborhoods about future options.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13630

ESD
Continued from | 1 Areas facing fire service changes

Sources: City of Cedar Park, Leander Fire 
Department, Williamson County
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  Cedar Park City Council
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park
401-5000, www.cedarparktx.us 
July 24 and Aug. 11, 6:30 p.m.
Watch replays Saturday and Sunday at 
noon on CPTV-10 or online.

  Leander City Council
201 N. Brushy St., Leander
528-2743, www.leandertx.org 
July 21, Aug. 4 and Aug. 18, 7 p.m.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550, www.wilco.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org 
Meetings are Tuesdays, 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Macy Hurwitz, Victor O’Brien and Joe Olivieri

City Council upholds ordinance against retail in homes 

Cedar Park

Meetings

City looks to raise speed limits on several roadways

Leander

Leander approves 911 Public Safety Answering Point
Leander City Council members 

approved funding $35,479 toward a 
Public Safety Answering Point 911 System 
through the Capital Area Council of Gov-
ernments. 

The PSAP system manages 911 call rout-
ing and mapping between cities within the 
region to coordinate response.

CAPCOG will fund the remaining 

$25,000. The funding allows Leander to 
continue the program, Leander Police 
Chief Don Hatcher said.

CAPCOG was forced by the state to 
slash budgets for money used to maintain 
the 911 system. The PSAP centers are 
funded through cell and landline phone 
fees. The state is holding the funds and not 
releasing it to agencies for 911 funding.

Myers Concrete wins 
sidewalk expansion project

Myers Concrete won the Bagdad Road 
Sidewalk Improvement project with a 
$148,425 bid in June. Myers beat out four 
other bids from regional contractors by 
$17,000 or more.

The project will add 6-foot-wide side-
walks on a stretch of the east side of Bag-
dad Road. The project calls for sidewalks 
from the Walgreens on Bagdad Road to 
Los Vista Drive. 

A Community Development Block 
Grant through Williamson County will 
fund $100,000 of the project.  

A project will expand the sidewalk on the east 
side of Bagdad Road to Los Vista Drive.
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At the June 16 meeting the City 
Council voted 6–1—Mayor Bob Lemon 
was the lone vote against—not to allow 
direct sales residential zoned property. 
An inquiry from a resident prompted 
the council to look at the idea. Lemon 
asked to look at the issue again, and at 
the June 16 meeting city Planning and 
Zoning Director Rawls Howard gave a 

presentation that showed the council 
changing the ordinance could cause 
several negative consequences.

One of those consequences would be 
placing a strain on city staff. City code 
enforcement officers and the Cedar Park 
Police Department would be tasked with 
enforcing standards, such as per-day 
customer limits for home retail.

Williamson County

Resurfacing project begins 
on subdivision roads

Williamson County began resurfacing 
several subdivision roads in unincorpo-
rated areas of the county south of FM 
1431 on July 5.

The resurfacing will span the Fern 
Bluff and Brushy Creek municipal utility 
districts and is expected to last through 
the middle of August.

Resurfacing seals the road, preventing 
cracks from allowing water to settle and 
deteriorate the roads, according to the 
Williamson County website.

The coating process improves trac-
tion, preserves asphalt and reduces 
potholes. The hope is the projects will be 

Commissioners Court OKs 
vote center application

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court voted June 21 to allow the county 
clerk to apply to pilot a countywide poll-
ing place program during the November 
election.

The court’s unanimous decision fol-
lowed a public hearing in which Travis 
County residents shared hopes of greater 
convenience and fears about impersonal 
service at the polls.

The Travis County Clerk’s Office must 
apply to the Texas Secretary of State by 
Aug. 3 to be eligible, according to a state-
ment from the clerk’s office.

Travis County

A road resurfacing project is expected to help 
preserve county roads in unincorporated areas 
including Great Oaks Drive near Hairy Man Road.
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preventative maintenance against larger, 
more costly repairs, Williamson County 
Senior Director of Infrastructure Robert 
Daigh said in April.

The City Council took the first step 
toward raising several speed limits by 
5 miles per hour at the June 16 meet-
ing. At the January council retreat, the 
council asked city staff to do a compre-
hensive review of speed limits within 
city limits. 

It would cost $4,389 to purchase 
99 new speed limit signs and 22 new 
school speed zone signs. The council 
will see a revision to the city’s speed 
limit ordinance at the July 28 meeting. 

Cedar Park officials are considering raising the 
speed limit on city roads, including Cypress 
Creek Road, as seen here.
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The sidewalk currently extends from 
the corner at Crystal Falls Parkway to 
just past the Walgreens before deadend-
ing and becoming an undesignated foot 
path that follows Bagdad Road. 

SPECIALIZED CARE FOR THE 
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS
Skin Cancer Prevention 
& Treatment Skin Rejuvenation

COSMETIC SERVICES INCLUDE
Laser Hair Removal 
Photofacial/Intense Pulsed Light 
Botox • Fillers • Chemical Peels 
Microdermabrasion

Specialized Skin Care. 
Trust the care of your skin 
to the providers at Lone 
Star Dermatology. 
Combining specialized 
training with 
advanced treatments 
to care for you.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com
1401 Medical Parkway | Bldg. B, Suite 300 | Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician
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Cedar Park seeks traffic 
signal efficiency

TRANSPORTATION

183

The blue cars hit green lights 
because they began at a break 
point, but the green car does 
not because it entered 
from a side street. 

By Macy Hurwitz
Under their simple, tri-color veneer, 

traffic signals are complex, labor-intensive 
machines. Cedar Park Councilman Matt 
Powell discovered that when he asked staff 
to look into ways to increase the efficiency 
of Cedar Park’s roads.

“There are two ways you can get traffic 
moving: You can increase capacity on 
roads, and you can increase efficiency,” 
Powell said. 

Cedar Park is already increasing capac-
ity on several of its roads, so Powell started 
to look for ways to increase efficiency. He 
asked city staff to see what it would take 
to put the traffic signals not already under 
the city’s purview—Texas Department of 
Transportation is in charge of signals on 
roads like US 183 and FM 1431—to make 
those light systems more efficient. 

The city was already preparing to 
maintain and control the traffic signals, 
since cities with populations of more than 
50,000 take over the traffic signals for 
TxDOT. When the 2010 census put the 
city’s population less than 50,000, plans to 
take over the signals stalled.

“TxDOT controls a number of signals in 
town, but they cover 11 counties,” Powell 
said. “It’s not that they don’t consider us 
a priority; it’s that they have many, many 
priorities and we are merely one.”

TxDOT Austin District Engineer Carlos 
Lopez said there are 389 TxDOT signals 
in the Austin district and only six techni-
cians to maintain them. Cedar Park has 26 
TxDOT signals inside city limits, 17 signals 
under its own jurisdiction and four signals 
maintained by the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority. according to Cedar 
Park Assistant City Manager Sam Roberts.

Traffic signal engineers—who must 
be specially trained to work with traffic 
signals—attempt to move cars through 
systems of lights without stopping using 
coordinated timing plans. 

“If you stop at certain intersections, 
when you start from a stop—if you travel at 
speed limit and if the traffic volumes aren’t 
at saturation level—you should be able to 
hit every light green. That’s called progres-
sion,” Roberts said.

The engineers study traffic flow at differ-
ent times of the day to come up with a plan 
that assigns the right amount of green time 
to each side of each intersection. The goal 
is to maximize traffic flow.

“It’s always going to be some kind of 
give-and-take because if you add green to 
one side you take away green from another 
side. So it’s always a balancing act,” Lopez 
said.

Certain intersections, called break 
points, are designed to be a starting and 
stopping point for traffic. Coordinated 
timing plans depend on these break 
points to bunch cars back up once they’ve 

stretched out. Roberts said that is why it 
can be hard to attain progression when 
turning onto a major road from a side 
street; the side streets aren’t break points.

“When a group of cars takes off at the 
green, they’re called a platoon of cars. That 
platoon of cars can make it through all 
those system of signals at green, but unless 
you’re in that platoon of cars that’s created 
by the brake point you don’t get in progres-
sion,” Roberts said.

The coordinated timing plans need 
periodic revision because traffic patterns 
change over time for a number of reasons, 
such as changing school schedules or new 
development.

“We try to retime a certain amount 
every year, but we can’t get to every cor-
ridor every year,” Lopez said.

That’s why Powell would like to see the 
city in control: faster response to changing 
traffic conditions.

“Maybe there’s a mutually beneficial 
solution here. Maybe [TxDOT] could work 
with us financially to help us get the ability 
to handle these stop lights immediately 
and they could wipe them off their books,” 
Powell said. 
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Interested in a Bachelor  
of Science in Nursing?

Whether you are an  
RN, college graduate,  
or beginning college,  
we have the program  
to fit your needs.

Locations in  
Round Rock and  
Bryan-College Station.

979.436.0110 
nursing.tamhsc.edu
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RECEIVE TWO FREE MOVIE TICKETS
when you schedule your child’s back-to-school 
sports physical in July.

Our experienced team provides comprehensive, personalized 
care for children, with access to a network of nationally renowned 
specialists. We provide leading-edge medical and surgical care 
in comforting, family-oriented settings. Our pediatricians and 
pediatric specialists work together to achieve the best outcome 
for each child entrusted to our care.

WE’RE GETTING YOU READY 
TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL

For more information, visit roundrock.sw.org, or  
call 512-509-KIDS (5437)

Extended Pediatric Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Scott & White Clinic – Cedar Park West
Pediatric Services
12129 FM 620, Suite 600-E
Austin, TX 78750 
512-336-3400 

Scott & White Clinic – 425 University Boulevard
Pediatric Services
425 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665
512-509-KIDS (5437)

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.
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Cedar Park Center readies to rodeo
CEDAR PARK CENTER

By Macy Hurwitz
The Cedar Park Center has been used 

for a multitude of purposes since it 
opened in September of 2009. The center 
has already been home to Cirque du 
Soleil, the Texas Stars, The Austin Toros, 
“Yo Gabba Gabba” and was even trans-
formed into a prehistoric playground for 
dinosaurs in 2009 when “Walking with 
Dinosaurs” came to town. 

When Bad Company Rodeo put on the 
Cedar Park Rodeo on June 23–25, they 
started with a concrete floor as a base. It 
took just under three days to transform 
the Cedar Park Center into an arena fit 
for Professional Bull Riders bull riding.

Bad Company 
Rodeo bullfighter 
Wesley McManus 
said it took a little bit 
longer to transform 
the Cedar Park Center 
than it takes for other venues.

“This one by far is more intense than 
normal to set up because the facility is, 
we’ll say, a lot nicer than most,” he said. 
“For instance, we watered the dirt down 
before we brought it in so it wouldn’t 
have a bunch of dust flying around.”

McManus said the livestock got a 
chance to relax at a ranch 21 miles from 
the center while staff from Bad Company 
Rodeo and Cedar Park Center worked. 

“They sit in the shade and enjoy the 
time off,” he said.

Bad Company Rodeo sets up arenas 
in Travis County, Buda, Victoria and in 
Bastrop, where they construct half the 
arena.

“It all depends on the facility. Some-
times it’s ready to roll; some you have to 
adapt. It all depends on a case by case 
basis,” rodeo consultant Dale Mitschke 
said.

It took 50 truckloads to transport 
enough dirt to make the facility into a 
place safe for bull riders to get tossed 
onto the ground and for the bulls that do 
the bucking that sends them there. 

Bad Company arrived at the Cedar 

Park Center on June 20 and began to 
haul the dirt into the building. 

“Getting the dirt here takes longer 
than spreading it,” McManus said.

It is distributed—partly by full-scale 
construction equipment and by staff with 
shovels—10 inches thick across the entire 
floor of the arena and all the way out 
through to the pens set up in the back.

McManus said the work of distributing 
the dirt would take about a full day, and 
the arena would be built and the Cedar 
Park Center would be “ready to rodeo” 
by noon June 22.

“If you don’t have a consistent base 
to it, if it’s too deep or 
too hard, there’s oppor-
tunity for injuries,” 
Mitschke said. “So we 
just take every extra 
step possible to avoid 

any injuries to the contestants or to the 
livestock.”

Bad Company brought 55 bulls for 
each of the two nights of bull riding, plus 
some sheep. The final night,  
June 25, was a full rodeo, featuring  
25 bulls, 30 bucking horses and a num-
ber of calves and steers.

“We back up to the ramp at the back 
and move them straight back into the 
pens,” McManus said.

He said once the dirt is put into place, 
they don’t usually have to bring in much 
more.

“We come in every day and we’ll prep 
the arena and anywhere that dirt’s been 
moved around, or if things look out of 
whack. We straighten up every day,” he 
said.

And once it’s all over, they pack every-
thing up and move on down the road to 
the next rodeo.

McManus said breaking down the 
rodeo does not take as long as setting it 
up. He said Bad Company is usually on 
to the next destination by the end of the 
evening. 

The Cedar Park Center was made rodeo-ready in three days while Bad Company Rodeo’s livestock rested.

Bad Company Rodeo brought in 50 truckloads of dirt to transform the Cedar Park Center into a rodeo 
arena fit for PBR bull riding and other rodeo events. The dirt was spread 10 inches thick to ensure safety.

The Cedar Park Center 
hosts events from arts and 
craft fairs to monster truck 

rallies and Texas Stars 
Hockey. 

E
m

ily
 N

oy
ed

M
ac

y 
H

ur
w

it
z

E
m

ily
 N

oy
ed

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   
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512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE WORLD
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL YOUR DECISIONS.

Call today to find out how you should approach swings in the market.

Bill Coffey, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

Member SIPCwww.edwardjones.com

201 S Bell Blvd Suite 108
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-258-0654

“Getting the dirt here takes 
longer than spreading it,” 

—Wesley McManus
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Cedar Park resident

City chooses Web tool to inform 
residents in case of emergencies

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

By Macy Hurwitz
Public safety is one of government’s 

most important tasks, and the City 
of Cedar Park just got a new tool to 
help ensure its residents are safe and 
informed. Blackboard Connect is a Web 
notification system the City Council 
approved at the June 16 meeting.

“We’re coming from a system that 
doesn’t provide very much information 
to people about what the emergency 
is,” Cedar Park Mayor Bob Lemon said. 
“This tool provides a mechanism to say 
not only what the emergency is, but also 
to target the people directly affected  
by it.”

The system allows the city to send 
voice and text messages to residents 
through landlines and cell phones. 
Emergency Management Coordinator 
Jessica Jackson said she can use an appli-
cation on her iPhone to send out mes-
sages to alert residents of any emergency 
situation the city might face.

“Sending out a notification is going 
to be pretty much instantaneous for us, 
which, being an EMC, I’m just thrilled 
about,” Jackson said. “Our dispatch staff 
will also be trained on the system as well, 

so in the event I’m overwhelmed out on 
the scene somewhere, I can pick up the 
phone and any staff member on our dis-
patch team will be able to use this tool.”

The system will automatically include 
all landlines for both residences and 
businesses, and it geocodes each phone 
number to be mapped according to the 
address assigned to it. Jackson can select 
which area to notify, even if it doesn’t 
follow an established neighborhood or 
regional boundary.

“It could be anything from a local-
ized flood warning to a wildfire issue,” 
Jackson said. “It has a mapping feature 
so we can actually map certain neighbor-
hoods or sections of the city for purposes 
of evacuations and localized flooding 
and things like that. So really, it’s an all-
hazards tool.”

Cedar Park residents can opt in with 
additional phone lines, such as a cell 
phone, and for text messages as well. All 
residents and businesses within city lim-
its—the extraterritorial jurisdiction is not 
included in the current contract—may 
go to www.cedarparkprepares.com and 
choose which messages they would like to 
receive above and beyond the minimum 

City of Cedar Park

emergency alerts.
“It is all manageable by each indi-

vidual,” Jackson said. “When you go in 
there and you register your cell phone 
number, it will give you the capability 

In an emergency, the city will be able to send text alerts to residents 
to warn of weather hazards or to send other vital information.

A sample text notification

to choose what messages you want to 
receive.”

For information on how to assemble 
an emergency supply kit, go to  
www.cedarparkprepares.com. 

LEANDER’S BEST PARTY EVER

prom
High School

A Black 
Tie Affair

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!  Call 259-1907 or visit www.leandercc.org

August 27, 2011
Twin Lakes YMCA

7:30 pm to 11:00 pm

Title sponsor:

Message Sent
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All Day/All Night Automotive
Ex-pilot builds Leander business on principle of being 
‘emphatically honest,’ and fixing only what’s broken

J ohn Cannan had been an airline 
pilot for 20 years before he was 
injured in 2005. Unable to resume 

his position with Atlantic Southeast Air-
lines, a subsidiary of Delta, Cannan had 
a serious decision to make: What was he 
going to do with the rest of his life? 

“I elected to go into automotive repair 
to continue to help people and service the 
neighborhood,” he said. “I wanted to make 
a comfortable, honest shop.”

He is adamant about fixing only what 
needs to be repaired and not surpassing an 
original quote.

“I am emphatically honest,” he said. “It 
gets in my way sometimes, but I can sleep 
at night.”

Born in upstate New York, Cannan 
moved to Georgetown in 1984. However, 
when it came time to choose a location for 
his venture, Cannan cast an eye west.

“Georgetown had a lot of automotive 
shops already. Leander was up-and-
coming and growing quickly,” he said. “It 
didn’t have a lot of amenities for people. 
No automotive shops, no restaurants. It 

BUSINESS

By Katie Gutierrez Painter

General Manager Jerry Landrum and Owner John Cannan operate All Day/All Night Automotive, which 
services vehicles and provides U-Haul rentals.
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All Day/All Night 
Automotive

was still in its infancy. It seemed like the 
place to start.”

Cannan purchased the shop’s location 
on Crystal Falls Parkway in December 
2007 and began the task of remodeling. 
Most of the garage doors were broken, 
there was no insulation and the ceiling 
panels needed to be replaced and painted. 
Cannan and his father also spent a week 
re-trussing the garage to make it con-
ducive to parking vehicles. The overhaul 
was almost complete when heavy rains 
flooded the building in June 2007. Mildew 
immediately set in, and it took another two 
months of repairs before the business was 
able to open its doors.

“Owning a business is a huge undertak-
ing,” Cannan said. “You have an idea or a 
dream, and implementing that is some-
times a completely different process than 
what you thought it would be.”

Case in point: The economy hit All Day/
All Night hard in 2008, forcing Cannan to 
modify his initial plan for a 24-hour auto 
repair shop with an attached restaurant. 
Business hours were scaled back (now 

by appointment-only past six p.m.), and 
Cannan leased out the space where the 
restaurant would have been.

Today, Cannan runs All Day/All Night 
along with two experienced mechanics, 
and word of mouth continues to be the 
shop’s strongest form of advertising. 

“I had one customer in Round Rock who 
talked to people about us, and four of his 
neighbors showed up in one week,” Can-
nan said. “I think the honesty and the pric-
ing we do is incentive enough [for refer-
rals], because it works. People come in here 
and know exactly what they’re getting.”

As for future growth, Cannan knows 
much depends on the economy, but he still 
thinks of his original business plan. 

“Eventually, once I get enough experi-
ence and if the economy can support it, it’s 
still a possibility,” he said.

10303 Crystal Falls Parkway
Leander
966-7525
www.alldayallnightauto.com

»
»
»
»

»
»
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Apply at wheels101.com, call (512) 498-CARS or  
visit your nearest UFCU branch.
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 72 month 
term and includes up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit,  
the term of your loan and Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.  Rates subject to change 
without notice.

Comm Impact_10x6.04_5-11.indd   1 5/11/11   10:10 AM

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE YOUR
BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL?

5.25%*
SEE US FOR A COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE  LOAN.

7 YEAR 
FIXED RATE

20 Year Amortization • No Prepayment Penalty

Call Jim Howey (ext. 7317) or 
Jim Greenwood (ext. 7379) at 
512.302.5555 or 800.252.1310

FREE CHECKING
250+ FREE ATMs
21 METRO LOCATIONS

*Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development 
loan rates/terms may vary. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco Federal Credit Union 
is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

COPPER RIDGE 
MEDICAL CLINIC

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY! 
512-930-0363

7600 W. State Hwy 29, Ste. 5 
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Full Scope Family Practice 
Patients 11 Years and Up

Preventive Medicine 
Acute and chronic care

Physicals
Cash Pay Discounts 

Same day appointments most of the time
 Providers:  

Love Paul, MD   
Nancy Jackson, FNP-C



impactnews.com • July 2011 | FEATURES | 21

O n 100-degree summer afternoons, 
area parents have an option other 
than parks and pools to take their 

kids to for play dates: The Big Bounce.
A 12,000-square-foot inflatable play-

ground, The Big Bounce is owned by local 
mother-and-son team June and David 
Housman. With 12 inflatable structures, 
a solid playscape, private party rooms and 
a theater, The Big Bounce takes pride in 
providing a safe, clean environment for 
children 10 and under—and their parents.

“There are some places that throw in a 
bunch of inflatables and let kids go, which 
is fine,” David said. “To kids it’s all the 
same. But to parents, it’s nice to have extra 
perks.”

Those perks all revolve around customer 
service and safety.

David, 29, had been working a sales 
job in California when his mother first 
broached the idea of opening what would 
become The Big Bounce.

“She lived out here in Cedar Park/Lean-
der, and she knew of other concepts like 
this, so she was picking my brain to see 
what kind of personal touch I’d put,” said 
David. “I wasn’t familiar with this kind of 
business, but I did know what kids liked 
and what keeps them motivated.” 

David—who, except for the California 
sales position, had worked in childcare 
since 2000—was amenable to moving 
closer to his “close-knit family.” Upon 
returning to Texas, he and June began 
the research and development process. 
They started by taking David’s nieces and 

David Housman moved from California to open The Big Bounce with his mother, June Housman.

nephews to similar businesses in the area.
“We took all the positives and added our 

spin on them,” said David. 
Specifically, that meant combining the 

Housmans’ expertise: David’s experience 
in childcare and June’s business savvy. (She 
owns Housman & Associates, a meeting 
planning company.) The Housmans found 
their current location, which they are leas-
ing to buy, and made the $65,000 equip-
ment investment. In April 2010, The Big 
Bounce opened its doors.

On a typical afternoon, the space is 
filled with the laughter and shouts of 
children exploring the brightly colored 
inflatables. Near the front doors is a kiosk 
where employees monitor who is enter-
ing and exiting. Upon entering, kids are 
given wristbands and their information is 
entered into a computer system. Behind 
the kiosk (closest to 
the tables where most 
parents sit) are three 
inflatables suitable 
for children 4 years 
old and under. The 
lower level holds the 
larger structures and 
two-story playscape, and on the other side 
of the facility are the private rooms The 
Big Bounce rents out for parties. There is 
also a mini theater, which holds a 123-inch 
screen, available for larger parties. Finally, 
a snack bar sells packaged snacks and 
drinks, though customers are welcome to 
bring their own food.

“We try to give the best product and 
best customer service we can,” said David. 
“When kids walk in we want them to 
smile, and we want to blow parents’ expec-
tations away.”

The Big Bounce
1754 Bagdad Road
Cedar Park
528-0038
www.thebigbouncetx.com

By Katie Gutierrez Painter

The Big 
Bounce
Cedar Park bounce 
house offers reprieve 
from summer heat 

BUSINESS

“When kids walk 
in, we want them 

to smile...”
—David 

Housman
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Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com

MONTH YEAR

T E X A S

117
Cedar Park 12212 RR 620 N • 512-250-0321
Austin 9231 Burnet Road • 512-491-8112
Leander 2101 S US Hwy 183 • 512-259-5400 ( Our newest location )

“Home of the 
10 Minute 

Inspection”

Three convenient locations:

ation )

WWW.STICKERSTOP.COM

A Legacy of Excellence in 
Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori

Cedar Park Montessori

Toddler, Pre-K, 
Private Elementary (K – 6th grade)

Now enrolling ages 18 months – 12 years
for 2011-12, including summer programs.
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Renovation restores roots 
of historic Leander church
Upgrades enhance 127-year-old building

T he congregation of Lean-
der’s oldest church is hoping 
to return the historic house 

of worship to its original condi-
tion with a recently finished 
renovation.

The renovation of Leander 
Presbyterian Church, one of Wil-
liamson County’s oldest, started 
in 2010 with the aid of a donation 
from the children and estate of a 
deceased former church member.

The church’s renovation con-
trasts with larger, non-denomina-
tional modern churches, Leander 
Presbyterian historian Shannon 
Smith said.

The church’s place in Leander 
history predates the city itself. 
The church formed around the 
same time as the town of Bagdad, 
which was settled by North and 
South Carolina natives before 
becoming part of Leander.

As was common during the 
era, a large percentage of the early 
settlers in western Williamson 
County were churchgoers, Wil-
liamson County historian and 
Leander Presbyterian attendee 
Karen Thompson said.

“We’re not a big church,” Pas-
tor Robert McElwaine said of 
the church’s 30 active members. 
“We’re still kind of rural and 
becoming a city church.”

Reverend R.M. Overstreet 
founded the first church, then 
known as the Pleasant Hill 
Presbyterian Church, on Feb. 14, 
1857. The church met in a Bagdad 
school house because there was 
no church building.

Leander Presbyterian 
Pastor Robert McElwaine 
worked for months, with 

the aid of other church 
members, to restore the 

church to its original 
walls and to upgrade the 

church’s interior.  

HISTORY

By Victor O’Brien
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Leander Presbyterian Church
259-2135
101 N. West St., Leander
www.leanderpres.org

The church moved in 1882 to 
Leander on land belonging to 
church member Sarah J. Walker. 
The name changed when the 
church approved a petition to 
become Leander Presbyterian 
Church on March 7, 1884.

The church has occupied the 
same site since 1884, and many of 
the church’s early families have 
descendants who continue to 
attend. The church’s membership 
comes from Williamson and Tra-
vis counties, mostly from Cedar 
Park and Leander.

The church’s longest-attending 
member, Anna Ray Borho, is 103 
and started playing the piano for 
the church when she was 15, a 
role she continues to fill.

The church maintains a small 
display case of archives that 
includes historic records of mem-
bers who served in World War I 
and World War II, depictions of 
the church when it had separate 
male and female entrances and 
old Sunday school attendance 
rolls.

A Texas Historical Marker was 
given to the church in 1987 for 
its 130th anniversary. The church 
celebrated its 150th anniversary 
in 2007.

The overhaul began in Febru-
ary 2010 when the church added 
its first steeple as part of about 
$30,000 in renovations, exclud-
ing the extensive free labor of 
McElwaine and six other church 
members.

McElwaine peeled back layers 
of walls inside the church to 

return to the church’s strong 
wooden foundation.

“We found that as we peeled 
this stuff back that we have 
excellent craftsmanship,” said 
McElwaine, who was a carpenter 
before becoming a pastor.

Workers filled in holes in the 
wood, painted it a soft green and 
then removed a drop ceiling that 
was added in the 1960s to accom-
modate a heating system. 

McElwaine also built a new 
cross from mesquite. The church 
added vintage lights and fans 
along with new banners. Most of 
the work was completed over six 
to eight months in 2010.

An aging congregation with 
most of its residents over 50 years 
old, the church is trying to grow 
and attract future generations 
while connecting its current 
membership with the church’s 
history, McElwaine said.

“We are rural and that’s what 
makes us such a community 
church,” church elder Mary Cam-
eron said. “In a smaller commu-
nity, it’s like a family, and if you’re 
not there, they worry about you.”

  This undated photo 
is believed to be Leander 
Presbyterian Church as it 
was originally after being 

built in the late 1800s.

Leander Presbyterian Church 
as it was in 1953.  
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BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGAMENT

FOUR LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

512-485-7200
PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain
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CORRIDOR

Parmer Lane: FM 1431 to Kenai Drive and Ranch Trails Court Compiled by Macy Hurwitz

Aerial photo courtesy  
of Williamson County

Whitestone Blvd.1431

Parm
er Ln.

Colonial Parkway

Kenai Dr. Ranch Trails Ct.

Parmer Lane in Cedar Park has 
experienced rapid growth since it 
was extended to FM 1431. In the past 
four years, apartment communities 
and businesses have dotted Parmer’s 
sides, and there are plans for more 
development in the future.  

Future land use

1   The Commercial West property, 
near the intersection of Parmer Lane and 
Kenai Drive, is approximately 5.7 acres. 
Jennie Braasch of Pohl, Brown and 
Associates said the owner is looking to 
sell, and the property is zoned for local 
retail and offices. 694-9400

2   The Fellowship Bible Church 
currently meets at Ronald Reagan 
Elementary School, 1700 East Park 
St.  The congregation is in the process 
of raising money to build on a plot of 
land near the intersection of Colonial 
Parkway and Parmer Lane. According 
to the website, about 400 people attend 
services weekly. 260-2002,  
www.experiencefellowship.com

Business

3   The 1431/Parmer branch of Bank of 
America, located at 2900 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., has a 24-hour ATM and drive-up 
banking. Lobby hours Mon.–Thu.  

9 a.m.–4 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 260-5650,  
www.bankofamerica.com

4   Charlie Stover State Farm, 13010 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 200, offers auto, 
home and life insurance, mutual funds 
and everyday banking and loans.  
Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m., 259-9122  
www.charliestover.net

5   Eternal Nails & Spa II, 12920 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 104, offers a range of 
services from manicures and pedicures 
to waxing. Open Mon.–Sat. 9:30 a.m.– 
7 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–5 p.m., 260-8338

6   Family-owned Silverado Hair 
Salon, 12800 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 209, 
offers family cuts, perms, color, waxing, 
eyelash extensions and more. Owner 
Perry Vo opened the salon almost two 
years ago. Open Mon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.– 
7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.

7   Star Brite Cleaners opened in 
November 2008 at 12800 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 212. The cleaners offers 
discounts for members of the military, 
police, firefighters, student band 
uniforms and teachers. Open Mon.–Fri.  
7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–4 p.m.,  
986-7339,  
www.starbritecleanerstexas.com

8   Image Cleaners, 13010 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 100, cleans men’s business 
shirts for $1.49, has same-day service 
(excluding Saturdays) and offers 
alteration services. Open Mon.–Fri.  
7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.–4 p.m.,  
260-9192

Nonprofit

9   The Goodwill retail store located 
at 3100 E. Whitestone Blvd. opened in 
2006. Open Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.–7 p.m. 259-8553,  
www.austingoodwill.org

Retail

10   Mattress Firm Parmer Village, 
13010 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 300, was 
previously a Mattress Pro Superstore 
before the company was bought out by 
Mattress Firm in 2007. Open Mon.–Sat. 
10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.  
528-1818, www.mattressfirm.com

11   Stephen and Nicole Anderson 
bought Silverado Liquors, 12920 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 103, in early June. The 
Andersons recently moved to the area 
from Georgia. Open Mon.–Sat 10 a.m.– 
9 p.m., 260-6663,  
www.silveradoliquors.com

 

Residential

12   The Ranch at Brushy Creek is 
slated to have more than 1,800 homes 
ranging from $220,000–$500,000. The 
subdivision has pedestrian access to 
the Brushy Creek Lake Park and the 
Williamson County Regional Trail.  
502-7506,  
www.theranchatbrushycreek.com

13   Open since 2007, Altea at 
Silverado, 12820 W. Parmer Lane, has 
300 units ranging from one to three 
bedrooms. Rent for the units ranges 
from $600 to $1,190. Residents enjoy 
access to a resort-style swimming pool, 
a billiards room and more.  
866-637-9298, www.alteaapts.com

14   Apartment community Colonial 
Grand at Silverado, 3001 Colonial 
Parkway, features a 24-hour fitness 
center and 24-hour emergency 
maintenance. Apartments at the Colonial 
Grand at Silverado range in rent from 
$790–$1,470. 260-2500,  
www.colonialprop.com

15   The Colonial Grand at Silverado 
Reserve, 3000 Colonial Parkway, sits 
across Colonial Parkway from Colonial 
Grand at Silverado. The communities are 
both managed by Colonial Properties 
and share many of the same amenities. 
Units at The Colonial Reserve at 
Silverado Reserve range from $790–
$1,450 for one- to three-bedroom units. 
260-9222, www.colonialprop.com

Medical

16   Hristina Kiprovska-Gavrilova 
opened her dental practice, G’s Dental 
Studio, 12920 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 
101, in February. The dental clinic offers 
amenities like Wi-Fi and movie glasses. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., 410-7774,  
www.gsdentalstudio.com

17   Dr. Ditto Worley of Salus 
Chiropractic, 12920 W. Parmer Lane, 
Ste. 109, invites new patients to come in 
for a $20 first exam—the fee is donated 
to the Strong Kids Campaign. Open 
Mon. and Thu. 7:30 a.m.–noon and  
3–6 p.m., Tue. 7:30 a.m.–noon,  
Wed. 3–6 p.m., 260-5252,  
www.saluschiropractic.com

18   Austin Radiological Association, 
12800 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 200, 
performs bone densitometry, CT scans, 
digital screening mammography, MRIs, 
and ultrasounds. Open Mon.–Fri.  
8 a.m.–5 p.m., Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–7 p.m. 
for MRIs, 458-9098

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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11200 Lakeline Mall Drive
Cedar Park, TX

On the lower level next to Dillards  

• We Do Braces! • Gentle dental care for the entire family
• Financial Arrangements • Medicaid, CHIP & most insurance accepted

• Never A Charge For A Consultation • Cosmetic Procedures Available • Under New Ownership

Orthodontic Evaluation
Monthly Payment Plans

W.A.C. With Coupon. Expires 8/19/11

Exam & X-Rays
First visit only. With coupon.

Expires 8/19/11

Tooth Whitening
With coupon. Expires 8/19/11
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John Perez
Top 3 priorities
•	 Planning	for	growth		
 correctly

•	 Infrastructure	
 including water,  
 police and fire

•		Follow	ordinances	to		
 the letter

PEOPLE

Leander Place 3 candidates

Randy Caldwell
Top 3 Priorities
•		 Providing	necessary	

resources for public 
safety 

•		 Hire	and	integrate	a	
city manager into the 
comprehensive plan

•	 Support	partnerships	with	existing	and	poten-
tial business to grow jobs, economy

By Victor O’Brien
Three candidates will be vying for Leander’s vacant 

Place 3 City Council seat in a special election Aug. 20.
The candidates for Place 3 are former Place 3 council 

member John Perez, Simon Garcia and first-time candi-
date Randy Caldwell.

The seat was vacated when Councilman Carl Wake 
resigned for personal reasons. Wake defeated Perez, who 
had held Place 3 for seven years, in 2010.

According to the filing paperwork, Perez has lived in the 

city the longest, 39 years. Garcia has lived in Leander for 
eight years and Caldwell for two years.

Garcia is a store manager for a national retail company 
and also does freelance business consulting. He has served 
Leander in various capacities on city boards and has 
graduated from the Leander Citizens Police Academy.

Garcia ran unsuccessfully against current Council-
woman Michell Cantwell for Place 4 in 2006 and ran for 
an unexpired term in Place 5 in 2005, losing to Iris Davis.

Caldwell is a railroad safety investigator and former 

president of the Benbrook Ranch Homeowners  
Association.

Perez is a retired barber who served on the council from 
2003 to 2010. He has been active with Leander since its 
incorporation in 1977 and served in various capacities 
with what was then the Leander Volunteer Fire  
Department. 

The election will be Aug. 20. Early voting will be Aug. 
3–16 with varying hours. Voting will be closed Aug. 6, 7 
and 13. For more information, visit www.leandertx.gov.

Q&A
The candidates

What changes or improvements 
would you push for if elected?

What is your philosophy when it 
comes to growth in Leander?

What kinds of economic development 
would you like to see in Leander?

“I am in support of a well-balanced 
and diverse economic base. I would like 
to see businesses that offer long-term 
career opportunities for the citizens of 
Leander and with the capability of grow-
ing as our city grows. I would like to see 
retail development so citizens do not 
have to drive to other cities for products 
and services, “Keeping Leander dollars 
in Leander.”

“I would push for an improvement 
of interaction and rapport between the 
citizens and city government, which is 
evident by the lack of participation in 
city council meetings and voter turn-
out. I would also push for an increased 
focus on balancing the maintenance 
of existing roads with that of new road 
initiatives. A balanced approach would 
achieve deserving road standards 
citywide.”

“I am optimistic about the future of 
our city and believe we will experience 
exponential growth in retail, residential 
and industrial development. We need 
to maintain the position of controlling 
that growth and be proactive in direct-
ing where, when and how that growth 
happens in relation to what’s best for the 
citizens of Leander.”

“We need to look a whole lot closer 
at our transit-oriented development 
(TOD), which has not gotten started.”

“Make sure that all of the infra-
structure is well-planned (water, sewer, 
highways, street, police, fire, staff), and 
kept and financed without burdening 
the residents.”

“We need to listen to all proposals and 
pick and choose.”

Simon Garcia
Top 3 priorities
•		Selecting	the	best	fit	

for and the most-
qualified city manager

•		Economic	development

•		Stabilize	and	secure	
future water resources

“We need more shopping estab-
lishments, more restaurants, unique 
startups and entertainment businesses. I 
strongly support economic development; 
more conveniences and choice with 
retail, professional, medical and educa-
tion workplaces. These establishments 
will enhance our ability to regionally 
compete. We also need well-paying and 
sustainable jobs that will reflect our 
changing economic realities and create a 
self-sustaining Leander.”

“I will work to continue building 
infrastructure within our city. Infra-
structure meaning we finish projects 
on time and on budget before starting 
another, and sidewalk access across the 
city. Also, as proven recently, strong 
and continued support of the best first 
responders a city could hope for is 
important. Our first responders extin-
guished a possible catastrophe with 
professionalism and expedience.”

“My philosophy on growth is simple. 
Planning is imperative toward our 
success. I strongly support Leander’s 
Composite Zoning Ordinance, which 
allows for growth but takes into consid-
eration the visual and safety effects that 
come with growth. Regardless, growth 
continues, and we must plan in order to 
both guide and innovate for the future.”

Board certifi ed Family Medicine physicians and Pediatricians 
providing the convenience of specialized care for your entire 

family in the same offi ce.

More at our website
Call for Appt.
512 336-2777 •  www.CedarParkDoctors.com
345 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite 104 , Cedar Park • 920 N. Vista Ridge Blvd. Suite 500, Cedar Park

Lee Keegan, MD; Carrie Danner, MD; Betzi Mathew, MD; 
Lisa Hutchens, MD; Cameron King, MD; Brent Cardwell, 

MD; Jennifer Cardwell, MD; Joseph Orgeron, MD.MD; Jennifer Cardwell, MD; Joseph Orgeron, MD.

Our new family physician, 
Elizabeth S. Neal, MD starts in August!
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Learn more  at WaterIQ.org.

The WATER IQ logo is a licensed service mark of the Texas Water Development Board.

Following your watering schedule is more important than ever. 
Odd-numbered addresses water on Wednesdays & Saturdays.

Even-numbered addresses water on Thursdays & Sundays.

DURING THE DROUGHT,

PLEASE DO  
YOUR PART FOR 
LAKE TRAVIS.

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78680
(512) 255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr. 
Austin, TX 78680 
(512) 246-6010

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
(512) 259-2443

P� ugerville
1600 West Pecan
P� ugerville, TX 78660
(512) 251-7889

www.firsttexasbank-rr.com

Jon Sloan
President

First Texas Bank

w w w. R L C o m m u n i t i e s . c o m

If you’re looking to retire in a setting where you can � nd luxury, excitement, independence, 
security, and convenience all in a place that you can call home, look no further. 

 • No entrance fee & no  
 lease!
 • Weekly Housekeeping
 • Live-in Managers 
 • Fitness Center
 • On-Site Bank/ Gift  

 shop
 • 24-hour Conceirge

 • Library
 • Theater
 • Scheduled Transportation
 • Personal Emergency   

 System
 • Pet Friendly
 • Salon & Barber Shop
 • Non-Smoking

1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd • Round Rock, TX 78664

Provident Crossings
(512) 671-7771

* Provident Crossings only

Lakeline Oaks 
(512) 331-4100 
1905 South Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Lakeline Oaks
1905 S. Lakeline Blvd.

Provident Crossings
195 S. A.W. Grimes Blvd.
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 • Valet Service
 •  All Utilites
 • Local phone and 

 internet*
 • Delicious Meals  &

 Resort Style Dining
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Livestrong Cancer Navigation Center
A one-stop shop for treatment, support and resources

G retchen Flatau remembers when 
dealing with husband Art Flatau’s 
1992 leukemia diagnosis meant trips 

to the library to find information and mak-
ing countless phone calls to area doctors to 
discuss treatment plans.

The couple had to make the connec-
tions themselves. Now, Gretchen said, the 
missing links are readily available to those 
who need them thanks to the Livestrong 
Foundation.

On March 25, the couple celebrated the 
grand opening of the Livestrong Cancer 
Navigation Center, which helps cancer 
patients and their families find support, 
services and treatment options in one loca-
tion and connects them to services to suit 
their personal needs.

The navigation center began offering 
services in November but held its official 
opening in early spring at the Livestrong 
Center, 2201 E. Sixth St. The center is the 
newest branch of Livestrong, the advocacy 
nonprofit founded in 1997 by seven-time 
Tour de France winner and testicular can-
cer survivor Lance Armstrong.

“My journey to this building started in 
Austin in 1996 when I was diagnosed,” 

NONPROFIT

By Kate Hull

From left: Lance Armstrong; State Rep. Eddie Rodriguez; U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin; and State Sen. 
Kirk Watson, D-Texas, celebrate the March 25 opening of the Livestrong Cancer Navigation Center.
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Armstrong said at the opening. “And my 
journey down to the doctor’s office [that 
day] was very similar to the journey people 
will make [to this center]. They will walk 
through these doors and have the very 
same questions that I had, and they will 
want answers.”

Those visitors will want to know what 
their chances of survival are, how they can 
afford the treatments they need and other 
questions about what to do next, he said. 
The center also offers support for the fam-
ily members of those dealing with cancer.

“We welcome any person affected by 
cancer who lives in Williamson County 
to come visit us in person at our [center] 
in Austin or contact us online or by phone 
to receive free, confidential, one-on-one 
support,” said Rae Bazzarre, the deputy 
director of communication and external 
affairs at the center. 

Individuals are connected with local 
resources such as the Breast Cancer 
Resources Centers of Texas in Round 
Rock, which was started by breast cancer 
survivors to provide education, support 
and information to individuals with breast 
cancer as well as their family and friends. 

The center works with medical providers 
across the area to coordinate care to help 
the patient and family facilitate a plan that 
fits with their specific needs, Navigation 
Center Director Chris Dammert said.

They have partnered with local and 
national nonprofits to provide additional 
services individuals may need, such as pro-
viding support groups for children whose 
parents have cancer. 

Center staff also answer questions about 
fertility preservation, financial concerns 
and treatment, as well as provide emo-
tional support.

Hoping to bridge the gap between a 
diagnosis and a plan, the navigation center 
is the first of its kind for cancer treat-
ment and, if successful, will be duplicated 
around the country, Dammert said.

Livestrong Cancer 
Navigation Center
2201 E. Sixth St.,
Austin
220-7777
cancer.navigation@livestrong.org
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• Large selection of 
frames (1300+) in a 
broad price range

• Onsite lab - some 
prescriptions available 
the same day

• Beat the rush, check 
out our Back to School 
specials

512.260.CARE (2273)

Located in the 1890 Ranch 
Shopping Center 

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150
Cedar Park, TX 78613

www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

Dr. Angela Adkins, O.D.

Stop Looking, Start Seeing

Accepting most insurances including:  
VSP, Medicare, United Healthcare, 

Eyemed, Aetna, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Humana, Superior, Avesis, 

Ameritas, Optum Health / Spectera, 
Block Vision, Davis Vision

Now accepting new patients!

Call today to schedule 
an appointment.

We provide full dental treatment.

• Pediatric Dentistry
• Implants
• Conventional Orthodontics, Invisalign, 

Fast Braces
• Extractions, Root Canals
• Complete, Partial and 

Immediate Dentures
• Cosmetic Dentistry: Porcelain Crowns 

and Veneers

LET US DESIGN YOUR PERFECT SMILE!

We are contracted with most Dental 
Plans and honor all PPO plans

$400 credit toward traditional braces or Invisalign
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Summer fun can be tough on your entire house.  
Protect your fl oors with our Austin special.

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Upholstery • Leather 
Area Rug • 24 HR Emergency Water Damage Restoration

stanleysteemer.com

Call today for one of  our 
Austin specials:

512-926-8549

Full Service Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning Special:
$33 per room

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offer. Residential Only. Combined living 
areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 

2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are 
priced separately. Protector not included. Valid at participating 
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Offer expires 8/31/11 • Promo Code: SC33

Summer Savings 
from Stanley Steemer®
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DINING

Los Chilaquiles
Restaurant brings flavors of Mexico to Cedar Park

It took Mina Ibanez three years to bring 
her dream of an upscale Mexican 
restaurant to fruition, but the Mexico 

native is reaping the rewards of her hard 
work at Los Chilaquiles.

“I’m surprised to be as busy, only having 
been open five months,” she said. “It took 
me three years at the other restaurant [to 
achieve this success].”

Ibanez has been in the restaurant busi-
ness for 10 years and worked at a Mexican 
restaurant in Georgetown before deciding 
to branch out on her own. She opened Los 
Chilaquiles the last week of 2010. Her goal 
was to bring an upscale restaurant with 
good service and good food to Cedar Park. 
To ensure quality, she opens and closes the 
restaurant and has a hand in nearly every 
aspect.

“I’m always back there in the kitchen, 
helping the cooks,” she said.

The decor of Los Chilaquiles includes 
hand-carved wooden tabletops featuring 
fruit or flowers, an aesthetic more well-
known in the Southeast in places like 
South Carolina, Ibanez said. The backs of 
the booths are decorated with two cari-
cature peppers below the Los Chilaquiles 
emblem. Ibanez said a friend drew the 
design and she had the booths carved in 
Guadalajara, Mexico.

On a wall in the dining room, there is a 
waterfall enclosed in glass panes with “Los 
Chilaquiles” frosted on one side.

“It’s really hard to open a restaurant,” 
Ibanez said. “The glass wall took forever.”

As for the menu, Ibanez hired a chef 
from Guadalajara. Menu items highlight 

dishes representing all regions of Mexico, 
as well as the owner’s love of shrimp. Four 
jumbo shrimp can be added to almost any 
dish for $3.95.

One dish servers recommend to cus-
tomers is the carnitas de puerco ($9.95). 
Ibanez said hardly anyone in Austin 
serves carnitas, slow-cooked chunks of 
pork prepared in a large, wok-like pan 
because “that’s the way they cook them in 
Mexico,” she said. The dish is served with 
beans, rice and pico de gallo.

Ibanez grew up in San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico, but came to the U.S. when she 
was 15 years old. Her goal with her new 
restaurant is to serve traditional cuisine at 
a reasonable price.

It’s the reasonable prices, flavor of the 
food and service that has brought Don-
nie Cook, who lives west of Cedar Park, 
back to Los Chilaquiles four times since it 
opened.

“I love the mole enchiladas,” he said. 
“I like the flavor of it. It’s the real thing. 
Some other places, it’s kind of thinned 
out.”

Cook said the servers are always refill-
ing drinks and checking back to see if he 
needs anything. He was even surprised to 
see one of his favorite servers from another 
Mexican restaurant working at Los Chila-
quiles. 

“I want to see it succeed,” Cook said.
Los Chilaquiles can seat 96 diners inside 

and about 20 on the patio. Ibanez recom-
mends visiting on Monday, Tuesday or 
Wednesday for a more relaxed atmosphere. 
She also offers catering for any event.

By Amy Deis

The tres leches cake ($3.95), is topped with a 
drizzle of chocolate, whipped cream and a cherry.

Carnitas de puerco is an authentic Mexican dish 
Ibanez said very few Austin-area restaurants serve.

Owner Mina Ibanez was surprised with how quickly Los Chilaquiles attracted a crowd.

Signature dish
Chilaquiles are a popular breakfast dish in 
Mexico made with crispy fried corn tortillas 
cut into small pieces and topped with 
different salsas, cheeses and meats.

“I wanted it to be different,” owner Mina 
Ibanez said. “No one makes chilaquiles like 
we do.”

She offers nine different types of 
chilaquiles, all priced at $5.95 or $6.95, but 
her favorite is the de rajas with poblano 
peppers. Other flavors include verdis with 
salsita verde and coloraos with salsita roja.

Owner’s top four
• Chilaquiles de rajas: Crispy fried corn 

tortilla pieces topped with poblano pep-
pers, onions and cotija cheese. $5.95

• Molcajete a los chilaquiles: Grilled 
chicken and beef fajitas with tomatoes, 
mushrooms, bell peppers and onions 
served in a large, sizzling pan. $11.95

• Stuffed avocados: With chicken salad for 
$8.95; with tuna salad for $7.95; or with 
shrimp cocktail and the house sauce for 
$9.95

• Parrillada San Luis: Named after the 
owner’s home town, chicken and beef faji-
tas, sausage, large chicken quesadilla, two 
stuffed jalepeños, beans and rice. $26.95, 
serves two

Los Chilaquiles
200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. E-1, Cedar Park
344-9389
www.chilaquilestexmex.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.; 
Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–10 p.m.
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Park St.

•  High Blood Pressure, Cholesterol
•  Heart Disease, Diabetes, Arthritis, 

Headaches
•  Routine Physicals and Check-ups
•  Botox®, Fillers, Laser, 

Microdermabrasion

Roya Azadi, MD
Board-Certi� ed in Internal 
Medicine (Adult Patients)

Kathryn Sampson, PNP 
Pediatrics (Birth – 18 y/o)

Avicenna Medical Center
709 Bagdad Road, Leander, TX 78641

(512) 260-0101 •  www.AvicennaMedicalCenter.com

•  Newborns, Children and Adolescents
•  Acute and Chronic Pediatric Diseases
•  ADD, ADHD
•  Asthma, Allergies, Eczema
•  Routine Wellness Exams and 

Immunizations

Sohail Azadi, MD
Board-Certi� ed in Pediatrics 
(Birth – 18 y/o)
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In comparison: Texas’ 
economic development 
agreements
During the period of  
Jan. 1, 2000–May 21, 2008,  
Austin brought in the 
fewest development 
agreements compared 
with other cities 
in Texas. 

Georgetown A municipal util-
ity district near Liberty Hill has 
filed an application for a permit 
from the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality for a 
wastewater treatment facility. The 
runoff from the sewage facility 
would be released into Sowes 
Branch Creek, which flows into 
the San Gabriel River and ulti-
mately Lake Georgetown.

Georgetown Assistant City 
Manager Jim Briggs said the city is 
protesting the location because of 
the possible impact it could have 
on water quality at Lake George-
town and because he believes 
MUD No. 19 could obtain waste-
water service elsewhere.

“It’s not just a concern that it 
goes into the lake,” he said. “We 
just think that it is an inappropri-
ate management of wastewater 
when there are other options 
available to the property.” 

After learning of the MUD’s 
plan in April, the cities of 
Georgetown and Liberty Hill 
filed protests with the TCEQ and 
requested a public hearing.

The proposed wastewater 

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Emerson purchases Frontera Vista buildings, promises more jobs Georgetown, Liberty Hill protest plan
Round Rock Emerson, a 
Fortune 500 company, plans 
to move its Austin offices to 
Round Rock, transferring into 
one of the city’s largest  unfilled 
office complexes.

Emerson Process Manage-
ment purchased Frontera Vista 
and will move its operations 
and 750 employees from its cur-
rent location at 12301 Research 
Blvd., promising another 125 
jobs and $25 million in facility 
improvements and  
personal property.

“We literally ran out of space. 
We looked at 26 different sites 
to buy, to lease or to build,” 
said Jim Nyquist, president of 
Emerson’s system and services 
division. “Frontera Vista came 
out the winner.”

He cited the location, central-
ity to the company’s employee 
base and the proximity to La 
Frontera as some of the factors 
that led Emerson to select the 
Round Rock office buildings.

Frontera Vista is a largely 
empty, 278,860-square-foot, 
two-building property at 1100 
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W. Louis Henna Blvd. Cur-
rently, the five-story buildings 
have only two tenants on the 
first floor of one building but 
have otherwise been empty 
since they were completed  
in 2009.

Emerson plans to finish con-
struction on the interior of the 
buildings by the end of the year, 
Nyquist said, with employees 
moving in starting in  
early 2012. 

Emerson is one of the largest 

corporations in the world, 
ranked by Fortune magazine 
in 2010 as the 117th largest in 
America and 420th in the world 
based on revenue.

According to the company’s 
website, Emerson, which is 
headquartered in St. Louis, had 
$21 billion in revenue in fiscal 
year 2010 and about 127,700 
employees worldwide.

Full story by Blake Rasmussen at
more.impactnews.com/13472

Top stories

183

29

Santa Rita 
tract

Williamson County MUD 
No. 19 and 19A
A municipal utility district has 
proposed building a wastewater 
treatment plant on its property 
between Liberty Hill and Georgetown.

Sowes 
Branch 
Creek

San Gabriel River

Source: Williamson Central Appraisal District

Middlebrook 
tract

Proposed 
wastewater 
plant site

Ronald 
Reagan 
Blvd.

treatment plant would be for a 
tract located on 1,480 acres north-
east of the intersection of Hwy. 29 
and Ronald Reagan Boulevard. 
 
Full story by Samantha Bryant at
more.impactnews.com/13552

Development, job growth continue with incentives
Austin In its most recent incentive 
agreement with a Northwest Austin 
company, the Austin City Council  
approved a 10-year, $1.2 million eco-
nomic incentive proposal to expand 
eBay’s Parmer Lane facility by 1,000 
employees with an average salary of 
$122,576 per year. 

With 13 economic incentive deals 
under the city’s belt, Austin is relatively 
new to the concept of giving city funds 
to large companies in exchange for jobs 
and regional investment. Other 
Texas cities such as Plano and 
Dallas have agreed to more than 
80 economic deals in the same 
span of time.

But city officials say that 
economic incentives are vital 
to the area’s growth, having 
directly created 2,500 new jobs 
in Austin since 2009.

Brian Gildea, city economic 
development manager, said 
the city is in discussions with 
biotechnology and green energy 
companies for potential incen-
tive agreements, but he could 
not go into detail as a result of 
nondisclosure agreements.

The Economic Growth and 
Redevelopment Services Office 
was created in 2003 to manage Austin Houston Fort  

Worth
San  

Antonio
Dallas Plano

7
11

22

43

63

79

the city’s economic development policies 
and oversee its incentive program.

Among the first agreements the office 
made was with Samsung Austin Semi-
conductor, L.L.C., which has been in 
Austin since 1996 and is moving its 
research center to Northwest Austin  
in July.
 
 
Full story by Bobby Longoria at
more.impactnews.com/13382

City to begin surveillance program at Rundberg
Austin The Austin 
Police Department is 
getting ready to test-
drive a new program to 
digitally patrol high-
crime areas, starting 
with a North Austin 
intersection.

This month, police 
will install four surveil-
lance cameras at Rund-
berg Lane and I-35; 29 
cameras will be installed 
downtown by the end of 
the year.

“Statistically, Rund-
berg [at I-35] has been 
a problem for years,” 
said Michael Schultheis, 

prostitution, possession of a narcotic, 
kidnapping, rape and murder.

Mary Rudig, neighborhood watch cap-
tain for Gracywoods and a watch coach 
for several other North Austin neighbor-
hoods, contends that one of biggest prob-
lems with the Rundberg intersection is the 
threat it poses in the future.

 

Full story by Sara Behunek at
more.impactnews.com/13384

Comparative crime rates
The intersections of I-35 and Rundberg Lane, Braker Lane and US 
183 are similar in composition with gas stations and discount hotels 
dominating the landscape; however, the crime rates in the half-mile 
radius surrounding the junctions vary dramatically.3,000
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a senior police officer who spent 
three years on a street-level narcotics 
and gang suppression unit in North 
Austin. “People go there from all over 
Austin because they know that’s where 
they can get drugs.”

In the one-year period ending June 
1, police recorded 1,959 violations in 
the approximately half-mile radius 
around the junction, nearly four times 
the amount recorded at Braker Lane 
and I-35, located nearly 2 miles north.

Crimes included aggravated assault, 
robbery with a deadly weapon, 
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Impacts

Now Open
Pflugerville Baby Me Twice 
opened May 21 at 15803 
Windermere Drive, Ste. 603, 
Pflugerville. The children’s 
resale store buys and sells new 
or gently used children’s toys, 
clothing, shoes, equipment and 
furniture. 537-7019,  
www.babymetwiceaustin.com

Lakeway Chateau Tracy, a 
vintage shop featuring furni-
ture, accents, gifts and pin-up 
and retro finds, opened June 
1 at 4610 N. RR 620 in Austin. 
Owner Tracy Mohme has been 
in the antique business for 23 
years. 550-3161,  
www.chateautracy.com

Coming Soon
Pflugerville St. David’s 
HealthCare and St. David’s 
North Austin Medical Center 
broke ground June 3 on the St. 
David’s Emergency Center in 
Pflugerville—a freestanding 
emergency department and 
the first full-service emergency 
care facility in the city. The 
facility will feature 12 treat-
ment beds, radiological testing 
and a medical lab, and will 
be staffed by board-certified 
emergency medicine physi-
cians affiliated with St. David’s 
HealthCare. It will be located 
at Stone Hill Town Center on 
the southwest corner of Toll 
130 and Toll 45 in Pflugerville. 
www.stdavids.com

Closed
Round Rock  Pack N Print 
Plus closed June 11 at  
201 University Oaks Blvd.,  
Ste. 1285, Round Rock.

Rogues Gallery Comics and Games
279-8888
1601 S. I-35, Ste. 360, Round Rock
Mon.–Thu. and Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri. 10 a.m.–10 p.m.
Sun. noon–7 p.m.
www.roguesgallerytx.com
Twitter: @roguesgallery

The Original Brooklyn Pie Co.
8127 Mesa Drive, Ste. B202
346-1414
www.brooklynpie.com
Open daily 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Austin The Original Brooklyn 
Pie Co. has 28 specialty pies, 
three sauces and 34 toppings. But 
when co-owner John Dellamarco 
makes himself a slice, it is plain 
ol’ cheese with a healthy serving 
of anchovies. 

“[Anchovies] are not a very 
popular topping. There are a few 
people from New York who get 
it, but that’s about it,” said Del-
lamarco, a straight-shooting East 
Coast native softened by 12 years 
in Austin. “Pepperoni—everyone 
loves pepperoni.”

Born and raised in Newburgh, 
N.Y., Dellamarco moved to Texas 
24 years ago, most recently work-
ing as director of food and bever-
age at a Holiday Inn. He bought 
into Brooklyn Pie Co. in 2008. 
Full story by By Sarah Behunek at
more.impactnews.com/13371

The Original Brooklyn Pie Co.
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Round Rock Surrounded in his 
office at Rogues Gallery Comics 
and Games by posters of super-
heroes, miniature sculptures of 
fantasy characters and stacks of 
comic books, Randy Lander is 
quick to label himself a geek. 

But with comic book staples 
like X-Men, Green Lantern, Thor 
and Captain America taking over 
the summer movie season, the 
40-year-old father of two and his 

Round Rock comic shop have 
become something else entirely. 

They have become cool.
“The movies are essentially a 

marketing opportunity for us,” 
Lander said. 
Full story by By Blake Rasmussen at
more.impactnews.com/13462
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Servpro Industries  
of North Central Austin
13900 N. I-35, Ste. J-1 
579-0189
www.servpronorthcentralaustin.com
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Austin Kelly Haney’s Northwest 
Austin townhome suffered roof 
damage during a hailstorm two 
years ago, and when the workers 
came in to fix the leak, they ended 
up accidentally tracking fiberglass 
insulation all over her house. 

The fiberglass got into the air 
conditioning system and became 
embedded in the carpet, furni-
ture and even Haney’s clothing. 
That’s when she called Servpro of 

North Central Austin, a com-
pany that specializes in disaster 
restoration, cleanup and repair 
services.

“We’re helping [people] get 
their life back together,” said 
Chris von Schweinitz, who 
started Servpro of North Central 
Austin with his wife, Jill. 
Full story by Amy Deis at  
more.impactnews.com/13372
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La Playa Cafe
3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 102
868-4433
www.laplayacafe.com
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Georgetown La Playa Cafe 
in Georgetown is the newest 
member of a group of restaurants 
owned by the Trevino family. 
Israel Trevino opened La Playa 
in September 2010, making it 
the third iteration of his family’s 
interior and coastal Mexican food 
concept.

Trevino said people are often 
surprised at what they find when 
they walk into the restaurant, 

located on Williams Drive.
“At first they [think] they are 

going to find just another Mexi-
can restaurant, but then they 
realize they found something 
unique,” Trevino said.

La Playa—which means “the 
beach” in Spanish—is decorated 
much like a beachside Mexican 
cantina. 
Full story by Macy Hurwitz at
more.impactnews.com/13541

La Playa Cafe

OPENING THIS SUMMER

Personalized, attentive care and state-of-the-art community for 
residents with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias. Now Accepting Reservations.

Round Rock’s Premier Memory Care Communi ty

4701 Campus Village Drive
 Round Rock,  TX 78665 
P. 512.248.2222 
F. 512.248.2234 
www.universityvillagememorycare.com
License Pending
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CommUNITIES

No purchase necessary to enter sweepstakes. For complete sweepstakes rules, visit any Taylor Morrison community. Design options and savings may vary by community. See a Sales Associate for details. Limited time offer for qualified 
purchases between July 5, 2011 and July 31, 2011 on accepted to-be- built purchases. May not be combined with other offers. Offer for qualified customers utilizing Taylor Morrison Home Funding, LLC, TX License:  #149227. Services 
not available in all states. Rates, terms and conditions offered are subject to change without notice. All loans are subject to underwriting and loan qualification of the lender. Additional licensing or other details, including special financing 
incentives (as applicable), may be found at www.taylormorrison.com/finance.Maximum seller contribution not to exceed LTV/lender guidelines. Offer void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Visit www.taylormorrison.com for 
additional disclaimers. © July, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com/greatplace/austin

JULY
NEW HOME SPECIAL

With 50% off design  
center options, you can  
be in a great place too.

WHeN yOu puRCHASe beFORe JuLy 31, 2011

Win a Trip to Hyatt-Lost Pines Resort 
Register at any of our local communities for your chance  
to WIN an all expenses paid Golf and Spa getaway.

EnTER bEfoRE JuLy 22, 2011
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REAL ESTATE

By Huma Munir

Cool House Tour 
Area homes show off energy-efficennt nteihnciqes

F or the 15th annual Cool 
House Tour, 16 homes 
from Round Rock, Austin, 

Westlake and Oak Hill were 
selected to serve as models of 
energy efficiency and conserva-
tion.

The Texas Solar Energy Society 
and the Austin Energy Green 
Building Program sponsored the 
event. They chose diverse houses 
in and around Austin that dem-
onstrated energy efficiency and 
resource conservation, according 
to TSES’ website.

The June 5 tour included the 
first green-rated and 5-star house 
in Round Rock, built by Solluna 
Builders, said Wayne Jeansonne, 
Solluna Builders president. Hun-
dreds of people visited the home 
and asked questions about ways 
they can build and renovate their 
own homes, he said.

“The Cool House Tour orga-
nizers called [it] ‘a classroom for 
the community,’” he said. “It’s 
remarkable for several reasons.”

Dan and Karen Cripe, owners 
of the showcased Round Rock 
home, designed and built a house 
that would have a low environ-
mental impact, Jeansonne said.

He said the house was built 
with a reflective metal roof that 
prevents the heat from being 
trapped inside the house rather 
than a rooftop of black shingles 
that trap the heat and make it 
harder for the cooling system to 
work efficiently. 

The house also includes solar 
panels on the rooftop, which 
sometimes generate more elec-
tricity than the house can use. 

“Their [The Cripes’] most 
recent energy bill was an $82 
credit,” Jeansonne said. 

Jeansonne said the Cripes’ 
house shows that people do not 
have to change their lifestyles 
drastically to be more energy 
efficient.

“You can live comfortably and 
conserve energy and resources at 
the same time,” Jeansonne said.
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Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here! • Premium Quality Shutters

• Arched Shutter Experts
• Limited Lifetime Warranty
• Buy Factory Direct and Save
• Fast Delivery- Call Today!
• Hunter Douglas Blinds & Shades

10321 Burnet Road         
 One mile north of 183
 behind Lighting Inc.

512-836-3388
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

Visit the Showroom or
Call for a Free Estimate

$50 OFF purchase 
of $1500

Must present coupon at time of order. Can be used in conjunction with posted Specials.
Cannot be combined with other coupons. Cannot be applied toward previous orders. Limit 
one coupon per customer. Valid at both AWF locations. See store for details. Expires 9-15-11

$50 OFF

1905 RR 620 N.         
 3 miles west of Mansfield Dam
 (former Blind & Shutter Expo location)

512-266-0002
Mon-Fri 8:30-5 • Sat 10-4

New Lakeway Location
Now Open- Visit Today!

Summer Sale Going on Now - Best Offers of the Year

AustinWindowFashions.comAustinWindowFashions.com

Real Wood Plantation Shutters
Made RIGHT Here!

More info and offers online AustinWindowFashions.com
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C O N T E N T S

 Dan and Karen Cripe’s home on Johnson Way in 
Round Rock was showcased in the Cool House Tour June 
5. They expect a net zero energy bill this year because 
the house is able to generate enough electricity for its 
use. The house originally cost $295,000, but the green 
renovations brought the final price to about $300,000, 
Solluna Builders President Wayne Jeansonne said.

 Energy-efficient applianc-
es, such as the magnetic-
induction cooktop, were 
installed in the kitchen.  The Cripes’ living room has 

four solar tubes that eliminate 
the need to turn on lights during 
the day.
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REAL ESTATE

Oak Ridge
Leander – 78641

Build out year: 2004

Builders: Jimmy Stried Homes, Gehan Homes, 
Bob Antle Homes, Ideal Custom Homes

Number of homes: 512

Low/high square footage: 1,134 sf – 3,208 sf

Estimated HOA dues: $216 annually

Amenities:

Jogging and biking path, playground and 
community pool

Nearby attractions:

Access to US 183 and Toll 183A, close to 
Gateway and 1890 Ranch shopping centers 
and a near the Metro Rail and Crystal Falls Golf 
Course

1504 River Oak Drive $149,950
3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,559 sq. ft.
Agent: Donald Hemingway, Crystal Falls Realty
789-3356

1110 Laurel Glen Blvd. $139,900
3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,826 sq. ft.
Agent: John Winkler, Winkler & Co. Realtors
219-9166

713 Birch Brook Lane $145,000
3 bedroom / 2.5 bath  1,614 sq. ft.
Agent: Michelle Bubela, Bubela & Associates
971-4947

719 Mountain Ridge Drive $119,900
3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,465 sq. ft.
Agent: Justin Lindenmuth, Lindenmuth Realty
924-6320

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

8 5 102

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

25 1,431/2,860 $104,000/$170,600

On the market  (As of June 12, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (June 12, 2010–June 12, 2011)

Property taxes:

City of Leander 0.650420

Williamson County             0.459999

Austin Community College         0.095100

Williamson County FM/RD         0.030000

Leander ISD                 1.454800

Upper Brushy Creek WCID1A     0.020000

Total (per $100 value):  ____________ 2.710319

Leander ISD Schools

• Pleasant Hill Elementary School

• Wiley Middle School

• Rouse High School

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

183

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

C
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 273

183A
TOLL

2243

Friday, August 26, 2011 - 6:30 p.m.
Four Seasons Hotel | Austin, Texas 

Honoring 
Rebecca Powers
Founder, Impact Austin

For additional information on the Gala, 
to purchase tickets or learn about sponsorship opportunities 

please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL

Cash today for any Gold, 
Sterling Silver, Platinum, 

and COINS

Clean out that jewelry box 
and get cash today

We pay more than jewelry stores!

We pay the most in cash! 

2403 S. Bell Blvd. (183) #A Cedar Park, TX 78613

Open 7 days a week
Mon-Sat 10-7  Sun 11-4

Our live payout pricing updated every 
60 sec @ www.usgoldandcoin.com
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Shop Loial wcnth 
Sntreentman Homes

With more than 120 years combined 
experience, Streetman Homes has the 
expertise to turn your dream home into a 
reality.

Streetman Homes is an Austin company 
that specializes in the creation of luxury 
homes. For more than 19 years, they have 
offered innovative home designs that 
inspire and invite. But more importantly, 
they constantly strive to provide a level of 
quality craftsmanship that distinguishes 
them from other homebuilders.

They also provide a level of customer 
service not found everywhere. “We’re a pri-
vately-owned and local company,” explains 
Ryan Jackson, vice-president of Sales & 
Marketing, Streetman Homes. “Because 
we build between 125 and 175 homes a 
year, we are able to maintain extraordi-
narily high standards of construction and 
customer service.”

For buyers looking to build in the West 
Round Rock area, Streetman Homes 
can help. Streetman has opened a new 
section in Sendero Springs, an upscale 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Streetman Homes

community located on the Northern edge 
of Brushy Creek. Located three miles west 
of IH-35 on FM 1431, Sendero Springs is a 
short drive to medical centers, shopping, 
dining, entertainment and many of the 
area’s major employers. The community is 
located within Round Rock ISD and feeds 
into the exemplary-rated Cactus Ranch 
Elementary and Walsh Middle School.

In the all new section of Sendero 
Springs, Streetman Homes offers 13 differ-
ent floor plans from their Classic Collec-
tion. Most home sites are oversized, with 
more than one-third of them backing to 
permanent greenbelts. Homes start in the 
$190s and range from 1,600 to 3,500 sq. ft.

Homeowners in Sendero Springs have 
access to all the amenities of Brushy Creek, 
including the 10-plus parks, four pools, a 
community facility with a full-size work-
out center, neighborhood hike and bike 
trails and easy access to the Williamson 
County Regional Trail system.  Sendero 
Springs specifically features a salt water 
Junior Olympic-size competition pool, the 

home of the Brushy Creek Marlins swim 
team.  

Homes in Sendero Springs meet very 
high energy efficiency standards, far 
exceeding local codes. Streetman Homes 
has been the leading Green Builder in 
Austin for many years having built more 
5-Star Austin Energy Green Built homes 
than any other builder. They were named 
the Green Builder of the Year for 2008, 
2009 and 2010 by the Home Builders Asso-
ciation of Greater Austin.

Streetman’s designs are unique, featur-
ing natural stone or stucco with cedar 
accents which captures the essence of the 
Texas Hill Country. 

But it is their homes’ structural integrity 
that most buyers find engaging. “Every-
thing is built on-site,” states Jackson. “We 
engineer our slabs and frames. We don’t 
use pre-fabricated parts.”

To learn more about Sendero Springs, 
visit streetmanhomes.com or call 310-0127.

Streetman Homes Classic Collection from the $190s
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 16 2 91 66

$100,000–$149,900 191 43 68 81

$150,000–$199,900 123 125 56 67

$200,000–$299,900 71 206 89 73

$300,000–$399,900 41 62 118 67

$400,000–$499,900 23 20 68 82

$500,000–$749,900 24 12 92 146

$750,000–$999,900 4 2 138 75

$1 million + 4 0 410 0

Month

Number of homes sold Median price

CLN CLS CLN CLS

June 2011 83 79 $170,300 $225,195

June 2010 98 90 $179,688 $241,951

May 2011 65 58 $158,062 $225,150

April 2011 81 66 $171,588 $252,200

March 2011 56 58 $183,598 $215,308

Feb. 2011 43 42 $201,416 $231,616

Jan. 2011 53 33 $166,275 $232,807

Dec. 2010 55 58 $190,734 $211,649

Nov. 2010 51 47 $161,700 $223,426

On the market  (June 1–30) Monthly home sales

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, 
while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1808 Fall Creek Drive 4br/3ba $338,400 3,434 Dianne West 422-2545 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1612 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/2ba $247,900 2,437 Alexandra Marek 656-0788 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2018 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/3ba $339,804 3,540 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 917 Woodhollow Lane 4br/2ba $229,000 2,422 Janice Hurst 507-6988 Amelia Bullock, REALTORS

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter 1708 Main St. 3br/2ba $216,500 1,788 Dianne Bartlett 266-2606 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78613 Cedar Park Coventry Crossing 2618 Byfield Drive 3br/2ba $102,000 1,694 James O’Donnell 917-2482 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Damon S Sur 273 Sunrise Terrace 4br/3ba $309,950 2,086 Carla Ramm 250-0550 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1021 Savanna Lane 4br/2ba $259,999 3,110 Tim Gigliotti 826-3691 Austin City Living

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 609 Arrowhead Trail 3br/2ba $259,900 2,448 Luis Abundis 791-2141 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 2912 Zambia Drive 4br/3ba $325,000 2,946 Angela Noeth 695-7025 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1605 Liberty Oaks Blvd. 4br/2ba $273,000 3,082 San Juanita Schafer 423-1349 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Riviera Springs 2109 Riviera Drive 3br/2ba $119,900 1,128 Kathy Chappell 914-8859 Pacesetter Properties

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2403 Guara Drive 5br/3ba $275,000 2,751 Clare Atkinson 917-2820 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2313 Birchington Drive 6br/4ba $549,700 4,566 Steven Senter 761-5047 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2513 Moray Lane 4br/3ba $318,500 2,219 John Fore 750-6270 Turnquist Partners, REALTORS

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2604 Walker Drive 3br/2ba $125,000 1,390 Beverly Roddy 497-9247 Pacesetter Properties

78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2406 First View 5br/3ba $450,000 4,038 Lisa Billingsley 848-6888 Crystal Falls Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2021 Palos Verdes 4br/3ba $389,900 3,280 Amanda Cribbs 736-2919 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1221 Sidewinder 5br/4ba $560,900 4,143 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1213 Sidewinder 5br/4ba $599,900 4,797 Liz Ott 338-4771 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Horizon Park 2200 Trolley Cove 3br/2ba $139,999 2,192 Charles Stephens 287-9304 Prudential Texas Realty

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2722 Costa Azul Cove 3br/2ba $159,500 1,618 Danielle Babin 619-1456 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 14 Verde Ranch Loop 2br/2ba $104,900 1,398 Knolly Williams 206-0060 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1014 Rutherford Drive 4br/2ba $224,900 2,887 Charlotte Hair 565-4703 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Westview Meadows 102 Katherine Way 3br/2ba $110,000 1,668 Jessica Licona 637-8434 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 14704 Springs Edge Drive 3br/2ba $221,500 2,100 Jeff Dillard 426-1294 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78717 Austin Avery South 9808 Castle Pines Drive 3br/2ba $222,900 1,848 Kenn Renner 423-5626 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78717 Austin Woods of Brushy Creek 16020 Dark Lane 4br/2ba $300,000 2,982 Deborah Harber 637-8485 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Woods of Brushy Creek 8717 Ken Aaron Court 4br/2ba $245,000 2,625 J. Rene Ward 694-2558 Best Agents in Texas

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

917 Woodhollow Lane, Cedar Park $229,000

2403 Guara Drive, Cedar Park $275,000

2021 Palos Verdes, Leander $389,900

9808 Castle Pines Drive, Austin $222,900

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/13647

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 6/25/11 and 7/1/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the 
timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Opening Soon  
WALSH TRAILS
Although we are new to Walsh 

Trails, we are old timers to 

building homes. With over 

30 years of experience and 

thousands of happy home 

owners, Homes by Avi is an 

accomplished homebuilder 

with numerous awards and 

industry recognition in quality 

and innovation. Our business 

philosophy has remained simple 

and consistent over the past 

three decades -- “We deliver 

what we promise”. We invite 

you to check out our newest 

o�erings in Walsh Trails -- we are 

sure you will be impressed with 

how much you get with a home 

from Homes by Avi.

HOMES  
FROM THE 

$240s
homesbyavi.com

There’s a  New  
                     Kid in town

For more information please call 

Branka Bogdanich (512) 699-9782



38 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

Homes All  Over Austin from the $240’s-$600’sThere has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home in 
Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to homes for first-time 
buyers in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes offers home 

buyers more options, a higher standard of quality and design features 
like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

www.HighlandHomes.com

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be 
exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area communities through 6/30/2011. Prices and 

information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.

1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	low	$200’s
	 512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

Inner Space... Outer Beauty

Hcghland Homes’ Fcnal Phase 
ant Sntecner Ranih

With Steiner Ranch nearing completion, 
buyers have only one more chance to build 
with Highland Homes in the award-win-
ning master planned development. 

The company’s final phase at Steiner 
Ranch is Santaluz – a small, gated commu-
nity which features 90-foot lots, superior 
amenities and some of the most spectacu-
lar views that Steiner Ranch has to offer. 

“We tailor our homes to the sites they 
are built on,” explains Lyn Richardson, 
Highland Homes sales consultant. “We 
take into account where the lot is situated 
and build the home to capture the best 
view.”

All of the lots in Santaluz are oversized 
and offer either greenbelt views or stun-
ning canyon views. Plans start at 3,300 
sq. ft. and range in price from $600,000 
to almost $1 million. All plans feature 
four to five bedrooms and at least three 
bathrooms. 

And, unlike many builders, Highland 
Homes’ in-house architects are able to 
accommodate semi-custom to custom 
designs. “We can offer buyers the best of 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Highland Homes

both worlds – beautiful, efficient floor 
plans that can be tailored to their specific 
needs,” adds Richardson.

Many of the architectural details 
offered by Highland Homes in Steiner 
Ranch are considered upgrades with 
other builders. Some of their standard 
options include four sides clay brick with 
stone or stucco, soaring ceilings that slope 
to 15 feet in height, oversized windows, 
more than 250 standard tile selections, 
custom-built 40-inch raised panel cabi-
nets and much more. 

Residents of Santaluz have access to all 
of the amenities at Steiner Ranch, includ-
ing private access to Lake Austin, three 
community centers, numerous pools, 750 
acres of nature preserves and more. San-
taluz is only minutes from Lake Travis, 
as well.

Steiner Ranch offers convenience like no 
other community, with several on-site res-
taurants and elementary schools, a daycare 
center, ice cream and coffee shops and gas 
station. In addition, a Randalls Signature 
grocery store is scheduled to open this 

In addition to spectacular views, the 916 plan at Santaluz is 4,339 sq. ft. and has five bedrooms, five-and-
a-half baths and three living areas with a three-car garage.  

summer at the entrance to Steiner Ranch.
Santaluz is situated within Leander ISD 

and feeds into River Ridge Elementary, 
Canyon Ridge Middle School and Van-
degrift High School. “The schools here 
are high caliber,” adds Richardson. “And 
they’re close – Santaluz is within walking 
distance to River Ridge.”

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer service, 
it’s no wonder Highland Homes is Texas’ 

premier home builder. “At Highland 
Homes, we are not ‘done’ when the 
customer closes on his or her house. We 
go above and beyond to provide excel-
lent customer service and ensure that our 
customer is happy,” states Richardson.

Home sites in this stunning commu-
nity are selling quickly. To learn more 
about Santaluz, visit  HighlandHomes.
com or calling Lyn Richardson at 512-
266-7117.
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Call Today: 877-899-7999

Mercedes HomesMercedes Homes
Present this ad to receive: 

$1,000 towards closing costs*

Present this ad to receive: 
$1,000 towards closing costs*

Leander

Lakeway
EXIT 245

EXIT 256

EXIT 240A

EXIT 252B
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Driftwood
Buda

Rim Rock Bridges of Bear Creek

Bridges of
Bear Creek Estates

The Vistas at
Lake Travis

Highlands
at Crystal Falls

The Fairways
at Crystal Falls

Grand Mesa
at Crystal Falls

HIGHLANDS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $210’s  •  (512) 528-9911
THe FAIRwAYS AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander 
Now Selling  •  From the $290’s  •  (512) 528-9911
GRAND MeSA AT CRYSTAL FALLS  –  Leander
From the $420’s  •  (512) 528-9911
RANCH AT BRUSHY CReeK  –  Cedar Park
From the $240’s  •  (512) 248-8125
THe VISTAS AT LAKe TRAVIS  –  Spicewood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 699-1244

GARLIC CReeK  –  Buda
From the $210’s  •  (512) 312-2150
RIM ROCK  –  Driftwood
From the low $300’s  •  (512) 858-4700
LA VeNTANA  –  Driftwood
From the $370’s  •  (512) 858-4700
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK  –  Southwest/Central Austin
From the $270’s  •  (512) 292-6008
BRIDGeS OF BeAR CReeK eSTATeS – Southwest/Central Austin
From the $420’s  •  (512) 292-6008

www.MercedesHomes.com*Offer expires 7/31/2011. Offer, prices, plans, specifications and availability are subject to change and/or cancelation at any time without prior notice. May not be combined with 
any other offers or promotions. Additional details and restrictions are listed in Buyer’s contract. Please contact community salesperson for additional details and restrictions.

Thoqghntfqlly Descgned, Masnter-
planned Treasqre ant Meriedes Homes

Mercedes Homes offers three spectacu-
lar communities to suit every lifestyle at 
Crystal Falls.  Beautiful landscaping and 
incredible architecture add to the ambi-
ance of your new Mercedes home in the 
prestigious Crystal Falls community.

Located in the sprawling Hill Country 
of Leander, Texas and strategically posi-
tioned, the community is close to major 
shopping centers, Leander ISD Schools as 
well as many of Austin’s major employers.  
Three communities are now available, The 
Highland at Crystal Falls, The Fairway 
at Crystal Falls and Grand Mesa.  Prices 
start at $216,990, range in size from 2,187 
sq. ft. to 4,241 sq. ft. and offer home sites 
up to an acre. 

Homes at Crystal Falls feature spacious 
and open floor plans which are available 
with an array of custom options. And, 
Mercedes Homes will work to build each 
home to best suit the buyers’ needs. 

Crystal Falls boasts a lifestyle that 
everyone is looking for.  Relax at one of 
the three Crystal Falls amenity centers 
with incredible outdoor facilities, resort 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By  Mercedes Homes

style pools, tennis courts, and incred-
ible recreational opportunities.  Outdoor 
enthusiasts enjoy the hiking and biking 
trails that wind through Crystal Falls and 
the hill country views and sunsets from 
the nearby hilltops.  For the golf enthu-
siast the scenic and pristine Crystal Falls 
Golf Course will not disappoint.  The 
course offers 18 championship holes that 
will challenge your best game while you 
enjoy the breath taking views. 

Mercedes Homes has been building 
quality homes for 25 years. Their distinc-
tive design, coupled with research and 
innovation, has resulted in homes that are 
stronger, safer and more energy efficient. 

“Our Green Logic program outlines 
17 ENERGY STAR features, including 
insulated garage doors, high performance 
low-E windows, low VOC paint, and 
much more,” explains John Damron, 
Sales Professional for the Crystal Falls 
community. “All 17 of these features are 
standard in every home we built.”

 “Our mission is to build distinctive 
homes of outstanding and enduring value 

while providing an enjoyable experience 
for our customers,” adds Damron. “And 
that is exactly what we do.”

Skill, experience, passion and commit-
ment are all part of the craftsmanship 
that goes into each Mercedes home. Their 
family of dedicated employees and trade 
partners works diligently to build homes 
that will be enjoyed for years to come.

“In 25 years, we’ve grown from building 

35 homes a year to building thousands. 
Our company continues to be an indus-
try leader not because of the number of 
homes we build, but because of how we 
build them,” states Damron.

Mercedes Homes offers one- and 
two-year limited warranties, as well as 
a 10-year structural warranty. To learn 
more about Crystal Falls, visit 
MercedesHomes.com

In the Crystal Falls community, Mercedes Homes builds spacious and open plans priced from the low 
$200’s to the high $400’s.
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We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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