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WilCo finishes first in health
A national report ranked Williamson 
County as the healthiest Texas county 
more.impactnews.com/12207

By Victor O’Brien and Jenn Rains
Although 1890 Ranch Shopping Cen-

ter is steadily approaching build-out and 
attracting new businesses, some long-
standing tenants are struggling with the 
soft economy and visibility issues.

While continued growth helps diver-
sify options for customers at 1890 Ranch, 
some businesses, especially in the back 
portion of the shopping center, attribute 
the growth, poor foot traffic and road con-
struction to a decline in their business.

Construction has continued over the 
past year at 1890 Ranch, with at least 10 
businesses opening or in the works, said 
Charlie Northington, principal of retail 

1890 Ranch sees growth, some 
struggles for long-standing tenants
Cedar Park’s largest retail development continues  
to attract businesses despite sluggish economy

See 1890 Ranch | 13

•	 Arttie
•	 BBVA Compass Bank  

(name changed from 
Guaranty Bank in 2010)

•	 China Café
•	 Gracy Title
•	 Half Price Books
•	 Jenny Craig
•	 Keller Williams Realty
•	 Medifast
•	 Mr. Notebook
•	 Nutrishop
•	 Pigtails and Crewcuts
•	 Plato’s Closet
•	 Taco Reál
•	 Tan It All
•	 YoYo’s Frozen Yogurt

2009

Projecting a $29 million budget shortfall, Leander ISD Superintendent Bret Champion 
(right) recommended that 213 first-year teacher slots be cut. The board of trustees, 
led by President Will Streit, voted unanimously April 7 in favor of cutting 154 first-year 
teachers slots and accepted the resignation for 59 others. 

2010 2011

•	 Bikram Yoga
•	 Huntington Learning 

Center
•	 Rosa’s Tortilla Factory 
•	 Sun Auto Services

•	 Clear Choice
•	 Logan’s Roadhouse
•	 Natural Grocers by 

Vitamin Cottage
•	 James Avery Jewelry
•	 Barbeques Galore*
•	 Cedar Park Family 

Dentistry*
•	 Mighty Fine Burgers*

1890 Ranch Shopping Center opened as Cedar 
Park’s largest retail development in 2007. In its first 
two years, about 45 businesses opened at 1890 
Ranch. While growth has slowed during the reces-
sion, new businesses continue to open.

By Victor O’Brien
Leander Independent School 

District board members voted 
not to renew the contracts for 
154 first-year teachers, as it 
tries to slash costs amid a pro-
jected district budget shortfall of  
$29 million. 

LISD was able to shrink by 213 
first-year teacher positions to 
open slots for other contracted 
district employees whose posi-
tions are being removed. During 
budget discussions 59 first-year 
teachers resigned, a factor in the 
213 total.

“A very important piece in 

*Currently under construction

development for Endeavor Real Estate 
Group.

“It’s been steady growth. I think it’s 
because we have a well-established desti-
nation shopping center there,” Northing-
ton said. “It’s a family-friendly place to 
come. It’s got a little bit of everything.”

With the final building of the retail por-
tion under construction, the last piece of 
the retail puzzle for 1890 Ranch is nearing 
completion. The remaining two buildings 
of the project—buildings O and P—will 
help complete the office space element of 
the shopping center, Northington said.

As the only major retail center in Cedar 

Leander ISD loses 213 first-year 
teachers, trims budget shortfall
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what we’re doing is we’re hop-
ing to bring back as many of 
these probationary one contracts 
[first-year contracts] as possible. 
We’re non-renewing now with 
the hope of renewing contracts 
later, simply because we cannot 
do the opposite,” Superintendent 
Bret Champion said. 

District officials are now wait-
ing for legislators to approve the 
state’s budget before the district 
moves forward with more cuts 
or brings back the non-renewed 
teachers. Returning staff whose 
positions were eliminated, but 
were required by contract to 

remain on the payroll, are mov-
ing into new positions. 

State law required LISD to 
decide whether to renew the 
contracts no later than 45 days 
before the last school day. 

LISD could re-hire teach-
ers in the summer, if the state 
budget cuts are less severe than 
expected, Champion said. Board 
members will approve the LISD 
budget in August. 

The cuts could rise to $54 mil-
lion of LISD’s expected $244 mil-
lion budget, depending on how 
much of the House’s cuts pass, 

Cuts come as district grapples with gap in state education funds

Growth in 1890 Ranch since 2009
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CATHERINE 
ROANE-BLAKER, M.D.

MELANIE 
PAGETTE, M.D.

JESSE 
JOHNSON, M.D.

CORNERSTONE OB/GYN
ANN BAYLOR, M.D.
JO CHOUDRY, M.D.
MICHELLE IRVIN, M.D.

OAKWOOD WOMEN’S CENTRE
MARK MAUNDER, M.D.
SUSAN ORTH, M.D.

GEORGE SHASHOUA, M.D.
STEPHANIE MICHEL, M.D.
PAUL MURPHREE, M.D.

ALISON RODRIQUEZ, M.D.
MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, M.D.

LONE STAR CIRCLE OF CARE
MARCELLUS PEARCE, M.D.
TARA HEYLIGER, M.D.

NOT PICTURED:  REBECCA L. DORSETT, M.D. , FRANK HINDS, M.D.

Choose the Doctors who choose St. David’s.
Just as moms-to-be have a choice of physicians, their physicians have a 
choice of hospitals. �ey choose the one they know provides the best 
patient care. St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center is chosen more 
often than any other health care facility in Williamson County. �is is a 
trust we don’t take lightly.

Physicians share our commitment to exceptional care for any type 
of delivery, whether in our family birthing suites or Cesarean section 
surgical suites. 

�ey know that should an emergency arise, we are prepared with 
superior facilities and support sta�. Our Neonatal Intensive Care Units 

(NICUs) are sta�ed by highly-skilled neonatalogists, specially-trained 
neonatal nurses and nurses experienced in all aspects of newborn care.

As a member of St. David’s HealthCare, we provide care to more mothers 
and their babies than any other healthcare system in Central Texas.

If you need help choosing a physician, our free physician referral service can 
help you find an obstretician and pediatrician to meet your family’s needs.

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT STDAVIDS.COM AND
FOLLOW THE LINKS TO FIND A PHYSICIAN

OR CALL 512.478.DOCS (3627) 

stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care
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Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

February employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.9%
Down from 7.3% in January

State unemployment—8.2%
Down from 8.5% in January

National unemployment—8.9%*
Down from 9.0%* in January

In the Austin area, government added 2,400 jobs. 
Education and health services added 1,200 jobs, leisure 
and hospitality added 900 jobs, and professional and 
business services added 600 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

I first met Biff Johnson 
when we were preparing to 
launch our second news-
paper in my hometown of 
Leander. I thought I knew 
a lot about the city at the 
time, but quickly discov-

ered how much I had to learn. The town 
had gone through tremendous change in 
the 10 years since I had lived there, and I 
relied on countless meetings with city lead-
ers to get up to speed. 

Almost immediately, I discovered a 
trend with the Leander officials: They were 
passionate about the future of Leander, 
characteristically friendly and approach-
able, and most of them liked to golf. Biff 
was no exception.

Meeting with a green newspaper man-
ager who was getting a crash course in 
city government was probably frustrating 
for the veteran city manager, but if he was 
thinking it, I never felt it.

Biff had a remarkably patient demeanor. 

He was always willing to answer ques-
tions and offer as much time as I needed 
to get comfortable with what was being 
discussed. He was as passionate about the 
information being accurate as I was.

From the first time I met him, I was 
struck by his authenticity and originality. 
He possessed the rare mix of someone with 
whom you can have an intelligent busi-
ness conversation, but also sit outside with 
for hours cooking a brisket and never get 
bored with conversation. You don’t meet 
many people like that, and I feel honored to 
have known him, albeit for a short time.

I attended Biff’s service and between 
Jim Bechtol’s version of “Amazing Grace” 
played on his acoustic guitar, Roy Bechtol’s 
poignant eulogy, and the slideshow of pic-
tures providing a glimpse at Biff’s short but 
meaningful life, it was the perfect farewell 
to a man who is gone but not forgotten.

Claire Love
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Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_lcp

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-lcp

Community Poll

Which cost-saving or cost-generating 
measure do you think LISD should 
make first? 
Reduce central office support and administrative staff 
40.26% 

Hold an election to raise taxes and increase revenue 

24.68% 

Reduce paid days for some positions 

16.88% 
None of the above 

11.69% 

Increase teacher-to-pupil ratios, requiring fewer teachers 

6.49% 
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 03/11/11–04/08/11

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help out with disaster relief in Japan. We would encourage 
our readers to help, also. It is times like this when we realize 
that the world has become a global community, and we can 
all help our neighbors in need. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross will support disaster relief efforts to help those 
affected by the earthquake in Japan and tsunami throughout 
the Pacific.

Donate at redcross.org
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cabin sleeps four people. Anthony and 
Norma Beissner have owned the event 
center for seven years. 535-6584,  
www.cabinsatangelsprings.com

10  Serving frozen yogurt, soft pretzels 
and smoothies, Twisted Treats opened 
March 3 in Leander at 11880 W. Old FM 
2243, Ste. 201–202. Owners Rodney and 
Renee Threet stocked the store with 32 
toppings including candies, nuts and fresh 
fruits. Open Mon.–Thu. 1:30–8:30 p.m.,  
Fri. 1:30–9 p.m., Sat. 12:30–9 p.m. 337-1037 

Austin residents Scott Frowiss and Artie 
Chavez opened My Pit Crew in January. 
The business will pick up customers’ cars 
at their homes or offices and drive them 
to a service station to get an oil change, 
car wash, air filter replacement and other 
services. The business serves people 
in Cedar Park, Leander, Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and North Austin.  
www.mypitcrew.com, 782-2305

Coming Soon

11  Construction started in February on 
a Firestone Complete Autocare at the 
Gateway Shopping Center at the corner 
of Crystal Falls Parkway and US 183 in 
Leander. The building is expected to be 
completed in late May. www.firestone.com

12  Offering a wide range of automotive 
services, Kwik Car Lube and Tune, 3115 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, is expected 
to open in June. The site will provide two 
bays for oil changes and three bays for 
basic and preventative maintenance and 
state inspections.

13  Murphy’s Express is expected to 
open in April at 1454 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Cedar Park. The store will provide gas and 
convenience store services. Open 24 hours 
daily. www.murphyusa.com

Dos Salsas is planning to break ground 
this summer on a restaurant across from 
1890 Ranch Shopping Center in Cedar 
Park. The restaurant is expected to be 
open by summer 2012. The menu will 
feature American and Tex-Mex fare 
including enchiladas, fajitas, combo plates 
and low-carb and seafood options. The 
9,300-square-foot site will have a bar, two 
venue rooms, a covered patio and will host 
salsa dancing. Owner Guillermo Plata has 
owned a location in Georgetown for 12 
years. www.dossalsas.com

Construction will start in April on a 
new Scott & White clinic north of the 
Gateway Shopping Center in Leander. A 
12,500-square-foot site is being developed 
by Development 2000 to be used for Scott 
& White family practice and rehabilitation 
services. The clinic is expected to open in 
October. www.sw.org

Now Open

1  Clear Choice EyeCare opened its office 
March 28 at 1890 Ranch Shopping Center, 
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E-150, Cedar 
Park. Dr. Angela Adkins is the optometrist 
for Clear Choice, which provides full-
service optical retail services including 
vision examinations, injury treatments, eye 
therapy, contact lens fittings and eyewear. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat.  
9 a.m.–3 p.m. 260-2273,  
www.clearchoiceeyecare.com

2  With a menu that features Italian 
frozen yogurt, gelato and ice cream, 
Fruttie’s Frozen Treatery opened  
March 19 at 1540 Cypress Creek Road,  
Ste. 101, Cedar Park. Open Mon.–Sun. 
noon–9 p.m. 258-1091

3  Dentists Aleksandar Gavrilov and 
Hristina Kiprovska-Gavrilova opened 
G’s Dental Studio March 1 at 12920 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 101 in Cedar Park. 
The studio accepts patients of all ages, 
has a children’s play area and offers teeth 

straightening, braces, dentures and dental 
implants. Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sat. by appointment.  410-7774,  
www.gsdentalstudio.com

4  Offering pet grooming for all breeds, 
Judy’s Grooming opened in late February 
at 2405 S. US 183 in Leander. Owner Judy 
Elmendorf has been grooming pets for 
almost 30 years. Open Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.– 
6 p.m. and Sat. by appointment. 259-1444 

5  Offering repair, maintenance and 
servicing for American V-Twins and 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles, Pigg Pen 
Cycles opened Feb. 2 at 410 Municipal 
Drive, Ste. A-200, Leander. Dale Mather, 
Doc Green and Ryan Green own the 
company. Open Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.– 
7 p.m. 259-1006
6  To expand research and development 

efforts, Razer USA opened an office site at 
1460 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 101 in Cedar 
Park in March. Razer USA designs gaming 
peripherals and technology. Razer was 
founded in 1998 in San Diego, Calif., and 
has labs and offices in Singapore and San 
Francisco. www.razerzone.com

7  Teaching students a variety of martial 
arts and kickboxing cardio classes, 
Rockhold Karate opened April 1 at 
the Railyard Shopping Center, 601 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. 2, Ste. 408, Cedar 
Park. Owner Chris Rockhold also offers 
summer and afterschool camps. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–
noon. 699-9288, www.rockholdkarate.com

8   Owners Bob and Mike O’Farrell 
opened Bob & Mike’s Chicken April 2 
at 1535 Cypress Creek Road in Cedar 
Park. The father and son team serves 
fresh made-from-scratch fried, grilled or 
buffalo-style chicken tenders, cold chicken 
salads, hand-cut onion rings, fresh-brewed 
green tea with lime juice, a sweet corn 
cake, cookies and brownies. Open Sun.–
Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.– 
10 p.m. 244-2536,  
www.bobandmikeschicken.com

9  Featuring four log cabins adjacent 
to the Angel Springs Event Center, The 
Cabins at Angel Springs opened  
April 2 at 1550 CR 267, Georgetown. Each 
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Relocations

14  Advanced Therapeutic Massage 
will relocate by June to The Commons 
at Buttercup Creek, 200 Buttercup 
Creek Drive, Ste. 119 in Cedar Park. The 
owners, Vicki and Alex Matthews, leased 
a 1,625-square-foot site at the location in 
April and will relocate from 1001 Cypress 
Creek Road, Ste. 201 in Cedar Park. 
Additional space will allow for community 
education classes and massage therapy 
continuing education classes. Open Mon.–
Fri. 9:30 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 
250-1168, www.advancedmassage.com

15  The Studio moved from Discovery 
Business Park, 715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 
120 to Ste. 501 in the same business park 
in Cedar Park on March 7. Director Joseph 
Fiacco founded the art co-op, which offers 
art classes in drawing, painting, sculpture 
and animation for ages 4 and up. Free 
introductory classes are offered for new 
students. Open Mon.–Fri. noon–7:30 p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 259-0303,  
www.fiaccoart.com

Expansions

Grass Works, a lawncare business based 
out of Round Rock that also provides 
services to Cedar Park and Leander, 
expanded services in March to include tree 
and hedge pruning, aeration, fertilization, 
flower bed cleaning, irrigation repair and 
weed and insect treatment. The team will 
continue to provide lawn care including 
mowing, edging, trimming and cleaning. 
Owner Ferris MyCue expects to add a full-
time crew in the next few months. Open 
Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–7 p.m. 797-1640,  
www.grassworksaustin.com

New Ownership

16  Fallbrook Technologies Inc., 505 
Cypress Creek Road, Ste. C, in Cedar 
Park, announced March 7 that it bought 
Round Rock company Hodyon LP, a 
manufacturer and distributor of energy-
efficient products. Hodyon’s primary 
product is its diesel-electric auxiliary 
power units that provide power for heavy 
trucks when the diesel engine must be 
turned off. www.fallbrooktech.com 

17  Tom and Nikki Howells assumed 
ownership of Leander Quick Stop, 12201 
W. Old FM 2243, Leander, March 2. 
The new owners will add a full-service 
kitchen with made-to-order breakfast 
tacos and lunch plates. Quick Stop offers 
general convenience store services, gas and 
propane exchange. Open Mon.–Thu.  
6 a.m.–10 p.m., Fri. 6 a.m.–11 p.m., Sat.  
7 a.m.–11 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–10 p.m.  
260-5786

Anniversaries

18  Cedar Park Farms 2 Market, operated 
by F2M Texas at 11200 Lakeline Mall 
Drive, celebrated its one-year anniversary 
April 2. F2M Texas has announced the 
opening of its second farmers market, held 
at The Dell Diamond parking lot, 3400 E. 
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock. 363-5700, 
www.roundrockfarmersmarket.org 

School Notes

Five candidates will compete May 14 to fill 
Place 6 on Leander Independent School 
District board of trustees. Board member 
Jim Sneeringer declined to seek re-election.  
All school board positions are three-year 
terms. The candidates include:  
Gene Fruge, Austin
Kyle Ward, Leander
James Spires, Cedar Park
Aaron Johnson, Cedar Park
Nacole Thompson, Leander

Closed

19  Froots Fresh Smoothies, Salads & 
Wraps, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste.  
AA-235, in Cedar Park has closed. 

In the News

20 The Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority will be closing the Scottsdale 
Drive crossover beginning May 2 and will 
reopen it sometime in the fall. Work on the 
Toll 183A northern extension required the 
closure. Residents will still have access to 
the Blockhouse Creek neighborhood from 
southbound 183A frontage road. 684-3256, 
www.183a.com

The Austin Community College board 
of trustees selected two finalists March 8 
in the search to replace retiring President/
CEO Stephen Kinslow. The finalists are: 
Katherine Persson, president of Lone 
Star College System in The Woodlands; 
and Richard Rhodes, president of El 
Paso Community College in El Paso. The 
finalists visited ACC April 4–6 to take 
part in forums with faculty, staff, students 
and the public. The board is expected to 
announce the new president in May.  
www.austincc.edu/pres/search

The City of Austin approved a rebate to 
Leander Independent School District 
for the installation of energy-efficient 
equipment at Vandegrift High School, 
9500 McNeil Drive in Austin. This 
equipment, including high-efficiency 
lighting and a chiller, among other 
components, will avoid use of 662,828 
kWh per year. In addition to reducing air 
pollution, the project’s savings is equivalent 
to the removal of about 80 cars from the 
Austin roadways. www.leanderisd.org

The Studio’s founder Joseph Fiacco instructs Emma Colvin as she paints during a class with her sister 
Sarah (left). The Studio relocated within the same Cedar Park business park March 7.

G’s Dental Studio opened March 1 in Cedar Park 
under the supervision of practicing dentists Alek-
sandar Gavrilov and Hristina Kiprovska-Gavrilova.

3

15

Owners Anthony and Norma Beissner opened The 
Cabins at Angel Springs in Georgetown in April. 
The four cabins sit adjacent to the Angel Springs 
Event Center. 

9

Nikki and Tom Howells purchased the Leander 
Quick Stop and will add a full-service kitchen  
with breakfast tacos and lunch plates. 

17
A Kwik Car Lube and Tune is being built near the 
corner of Parmer Lane and FM 1431. The automo-
tive service center is expected to open in June. 

12

Compiled by Victor O’Brien

Dr. Angela Adkins provides optometry services 
including retail sales, vision exams, therapy and fit-
tings Clear Choice EyeCare, which opened March 
28 in Cedar Park.

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

1

A Firestone Complete Autocare is being built at 
the Gateway Shopping Center in Leander. 

11
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CALENDAR

Brushy Creek water playscape opens
The Brushy Creek water playscape will open 
for children. • Daily May 1–Sept. 30  
10 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free • Brushy Creek Lake 
Park, 3300 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park 
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

2 Leander water playscape opens
The Robin Bledsoe Park water playscape will 
open for children. • Daily May 2–Sept. 30,  
9 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free • Robin Bledsoe Park, 
601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 528-9909 
leandertx.gov

6 Spring Concert in the Park
The band Radiostar will be performing 
classics from the 1980s as part of Cedar 
Park’s Spring Concert in the Park. 
Concessions will be available. • 7–9 p.m.  
Free • Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun 
Chase Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5500 
www.cedarparktx.us

7 Austin Family Music Festival
Live music performances, arts and crafts and 
farm activities are expected as part of the 
Austin Family Music Festival. In addition, Old 
MacDonald’s Magical Musical Farm, part of 
the Emmy award–winning PBS series “Biscuit 
Brothers,” will be recreated and on display. 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. • $10 • Pioneer Farms,  
10621 Pioneer Farms Drive, Austin • 963-3778 
www.austinfamilymusicfestival.com

Cedar Fest
The annual festival features a sanctioned 
barbecue cookoff, live music, outdoor 
dancing, a vendor expo for local businesses, 
local food vendors and games for children.  
10 a.m.–midnight • $5 for adults; free for 
children 3 and under • Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park 
260-7800 • www.cedarparkchamber.org

April 29–30
By Victor O’Brien
The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life for the Cedar Park and Leander area will help 
promote cancer awareness as teams of people camp out at the event and take turns walking 
around a track to remember and honor those who have been affected by the disease. 
Fri. 7 p.m.–Sat. 7 a.m. • $10 per person registration fee  • Running Brushy Middle School,  
2303 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park • 351-5090 • www.relayforlife.org/cedarparkleandertx
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The American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life draws local residents and groups from Cedar Park and 
Leander together to promote awareness about cancer.

Relay for Life

  

Worth the trip
16–17 Red Poppy Festival
Georgetown’s annual Red Poppy Festival 
features musical and dance performances, a 
parade, car show and food and craft vendors. 
Other activities include the Red Poppy Bike 
Ride for Scholarships, the Red Poppy 5K and 
Kid 1K, the announcement of the Miss Red 
Poppy Festival Queen and her court and a 
kids area. • Sat. 10 a.m.–11:30 p.m., Sun.  
11 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • Georgetown Square 
930-3545 • www.redpoppyfestival.com

17 Egg-Stravaganza
The City of Cedar Park is hosting an Easter-
themed event for children to hunt for more 
than 79,000 pieces of candy and prizes. The 
occasion includes a photo opportunity with 
the Easter Bunny until 2:45 p.m. The event is 
for children 12 years old and under. • 2 p.m.  
Free • Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun 
Chase Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5500 
www.cedarparktx.us

Leander Spring Egg-Stravaganza
Children 12 years old and under are invited 
to celebrate Easter with a search for candy. 
2 p.m. • Free • Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. 
Bagdad Road, Leander • 528-9909 
www.leandertx.org

22 ‘Toy Story 3’
The City of Cedar Park presents a showing of 
Academy Award–winning “Toy Story 3” as part 
of its Movies in the Park series. Viewers are 
encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs 
to take in the movie while resting in the grass. 
Picnics are welcome. Glass containers are 
prohibited. • 8 p.m. • Free • Elizabeth Milburn 
Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park 
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

29 ‘Despicable Me’
The Leander Parks and Recreation 
Department is showing “Despicable Me” as 
part of its 2011 Movies in the Park series. 
Movies are displayed on a 20-foot-tall 
inflatable screen. Lawn chairs, blankets and 

picnics are encouraged. Concessions will be 
available. Leashed pets are welcome. 
Movie starts at dusk • Free • Robin Bledsoe 
Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road • 528-9909 
www.leandertx.gov

29–May 2 

Balcones 
Songbird Festival
A collection of 
interpretive events 
will help attendees 
learn about native 
birds, butterflies 
and wildflowers. 
Times vary • 

Some events are 
free • Balcones 
Canyonland 
National Wildlife 

Refuge, 24518 FM 1431, Marble Falls 
339-9432 • www.friendsofbalcones.org

May
 

1 Swimming Kids Triathlon
The Ninth Annual Cedar Park Swimming 
Kids Triathlon will allow children to compete 
in swimming, biking and running. The event 
draws approximately 300 kids and about 
1,000 attendees annually. Age groups include 
7–11 and 12–15. The event is USA Triathlon 
sanctioned. • 8 a.m. • $35 per person 
Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sunchase Blvd., 
Cedar Park • 733-2490 
www.leaguelineup.com/cptri

April

15–May 7 ‘Your Flake or Mine?’
The Way Off Broadway Community Players 
present a production of Jack Sharkey’s  
“Your Flake or Mine?” as directed by Ed 
Trujillo. April 15–May 7, Fri.–Sat. 8 p.m.; May 
1, Sun. 3 p.m. • Adults: $20; seniors, students 
and children: $15 • 2243 Business Park, 
11880 W. Old FM 2243, Bldg. 4, Leander  
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

16 Cave Day 
The City of Cedar Park is hosting a cave day 
that features a tour of several local caves. 
10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • Westside Elementary 
School, 300 Ryan Jordan Lane, Cedar Park 
401-5506 • www.cedarparktx.us

Healthy Kids Day
Healthy Kids Day highlights examples of 
healthy living for children and families through 
a variety of outdoor games, activities, safety 
demonstrations and health screenings. 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park 
250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

Kids Fishing Derby
The CenTex Basshounds are hosting their 
annual Kids Fishing Derby. The derby is 
open to children up to age 14. Prizes will 
be awarded for the largest and smallest 
fish caught. • 8–11:30 a.m. • Cost is one 
nonperishable food item. • Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park 
844-4137 • www.centexbasshounds.com

Spring Fling
The Primrose School at Vista Ridge is 
hosting its Spring Fling fundraiser featuring 
educational and outdoor activities including 
pony rides, inflatables, carnival games and 
concessions. Proceeds benefit Hill Country 
Community Ministries and Primrose Children’s 
Foundation, which supports organizations 
that provide services to children and families. 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. • $30 for a family pack that 
includes lunch and unlimited games • 910 N. 
Vista Ridge Blvd., Cedar Park • 260-0708 
www.primrosevistaridge.com
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Live music in April and May

Cedar Park Farms to Market 
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, 
Austin • Saturdays rain or shine 
9 a.m.–1 p.m. • 363-6700 
www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com 

April 16 Woody Russell
23 Jackie Bristow  & Mikaela Dewar
30 Michael Dart and the Blue Northers
May 7 Chris Smith & Friends
14 Johann Wagner

Contenders Sports Bar and Grill 
500 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park 
Open mic night every Wednesday 8 p.m.; 
Live music Saturdays 9 p.m.–2 a.m. 
331-1227

The Dig Pub 
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park • Thursdays and Fridays 7 p.m.;  
Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays 
996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com
April 15 Mark Craven
22 CTRL-V
29 Shaun Davenport
May 6 Paul Logan
13 Mark Craven

J.T.’s Sports Grille and Billiards 
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park 
Fridays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 9 p.m. 
331-2091

Moonie’s Burger House
200 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park • 249-5214
Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic coun-
try and old rock ‘n’ roll every Thursday 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 

The Post Beer Bar
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 258-2434 
www.thepostbeerbar.com
April 16 Paul Maddox Band
23 Catfish and the Hushpuppies
30 Sunny Wolfe
May 7 Paul Maddox Band
14 The Tall Boyz

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
11416 FM 620 N., Austin 
Fridays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 401-2060 
www.shootersbilliards.net
April 15 LC Rocks
22 Capital Suspects
29 Guilty Pleasures
May 6 LC Rocks

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar 
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 260-2060 
www.shootersbilliards.net
April 16 Gary Lee Cox Band
23 Steven Franks Band
30 Sam Riggs Band
May 7 Drew Womack
14 Curtis Grimes

True Grits Texas Bar and Grill
18645 FM 1431, Jonestown • Open mic 
night Tuesdays 7–10 p.m.;  
Live music Fridays 7–10 p.m.,  
Saturdays 7–9 p.m. • 267-4749  
http://truegritsgrill.com
April 15 Allen Bones Davis
22 The Renditions
29 Bear Creek Wilderness
May 6 Jul and the Chrome Wheels
13 Wake Eastman

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Cedar Park and Leander events at  
www.impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/central-texas/calendar.

To have Cedar Park and Leander events included in the 
print edition, they must be submitted online by the first 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Cedar Park Center calendar
April 28–May 1 “Princess Wishes” presented 
by Disney on Ice, times vary by day, tickets 
range in price from $12 to $45

April 19 Texas Stars playoff game  
vs. Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.

April 20 Texas Stars playoff game  
vs. Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m.

April 22 Texas Stars playoff game 
vs. Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m. (if needed)

May 7 Trans-Siberian Orchestra presents 
“Beethoven’s Last Night,” noon, tickets range 
from $39.50 to $59.50

Pancake fundraiser
Applebee’s is hosting a flapjack fundraiser 
to help raise money to build the Cedar Park 
Veterans Memorial monument, 2525 New 
Hope Drive. The event offers all-you-can-eat 
pancakes and sausage along with orange 
juice and coffee. Tickets must be purchased 
in advance. • 8–10 a.m. • $7 • Applebee’s 
Neighborhood Grill & Bar, 11013 Lakeline Mall 
Drive, Austin • 401-5228 
www.cpvetmemorial.org

13 ‘Secretariat’
The Leander Parks and Recreation 
Department is showing “Secretariat” as part 
of its 2011 Movies in the Park series. Movies 
are displayed on a 20-foot-tall inflatable 
screen. Lawn chairs, blankets and picnics are 
encouraged. Concessions will be available. 
Leashed pets are welcome. • Movie starts at 
dusk • Free • Robin Bledsoe Park,  
601 S. Bagdad Road • 528-9909 
www.leandertx.gov

15 SpringFest
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church is hosting 
its 26th Annual SpringFest family festival. The 
festival features international foods, live music, 
games and silent auctions. • 11:30 a.m.–6 p.m. 
No admission fee; games and food may have 
costs • 1101 W. New Hope Drive, Cedar Park 
259-3126 • www.stmargaretmary.com

A Legacy of Excellence in 
Montessori Education

Sapientia Montessori

Cedar Park Montessori

Enrolling children ages 
18 months - 12 years for 

2011-2012, including Summer Programs. 

Our experts know FIT Matters.
201 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990

ROUND ROCK
Come see

our incredible

selection of

styles, sizes

& widths.

NOW
OPEN!10 Minimus Runner

WOMEN’S: (B) 7.5-11
MEN’S: (D) 9-14

WOMEN’S: (B) 6.5-12 (D) 6.5-10
MEN’S: (D) 8.5-15 (2E) 9-13

890 REVlite Neutral Speed Runner

Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament

   Four locatioNs For your coNveNieNce

Austin • South Austin • Georgetown • Bastrop
512-485-7200

painspecialistsofaustin.com

Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament

   Four locatioNs For your coNveNieNce

Austin • South Austin • Georgetown • Bastrop
512-485-7200

painspecialistsofaustin.com



8 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

512.986.7176  • 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. Cedar Park, TX 78631  
Across from Cinemark in the 1890 Shopping Center  •  www.hayashigrill.com

Check us out on Facebook • www.facebook.com/HayashiGrillandSushi

Roll must exceed $7.  Appetizer price may not exceed $7. 
For dine in only. Must present coupon.

“Best of the Best for International 
Cuisine” by Hill Country News

1 FREE appetizer when order is $35 or more (before tax)
2 FREE appetizers with $55 purchase or more (before tax)
3 FREE appetizers with $75 purchase or more (before tax)
All appetizers must be under $7.  Not valid with any other offer. Expires May 15, 2011.

TAKE OUT:

Check out our website for more information!

DINE IN: $5 OFF MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $35
$10 OFF MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $55
$15 OFF MINIMUM PURCHASE OF $75

Before tax and does not include the beverage and any drink (wine beer 
or liquor). Not valid with any other offer. Not valid during happy hour. 

One coupon per table. Expires May 15, 2011.

Come in for Happy Hour  Sun - Wed, 3-close

1/2 price sushi and sashimi • $4 OFF signature roll

Come in for Happy Hour
Sunday -Wednesday 

3 pm-close
1/2 price sushi and sashimi

$4 OFF signature roll

»
»
»
»

»
»

Stop by our branch in Leander
(located at 11255 Old Hwy 2243)

aplusfcu.org
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Sonogram and voter ID bills

AT THE CAPITOL

State budget negotiations gain speed 
with House vote, Senate deliberations
By Marcus Funk

As the Senate took up the $164.5 billion 
budget that the House passed for 2012–13,  
local representatives were of different 
minds on the approach taken to resolve 
what has become a $23 billion budget 
shortfall.

State Rep. Charles Schwertner, a House 
Appropriations Committee member, said 
maintaining a balance between supporting 
public education and public health without 
raising taxes is the budget’s top priority.

“With the passage of HB 1, the Texas 
House has taken the first step towards a 
balanced and responsible budget that does 
not raise taxes on the people of Texas,” the 
Georgetown Republican said in a state-
ment released April 4.  Schwertner said he 
supported the bill only as a starting point 
in the evolving budget-writing process.

Schwertner and all but two House Repub-
licans voted for the budget, which was 
approved 98–49, mostly along party lines.  

State Rep. Donna Howard of Austin, 
who voted against the budget bill, like 
other House Democrats, said political 
leaders unfairly shut down discussion of 
alternatives to cuts in public services.

“House Bill 1 gives us a budget that 
sacrifices fiscal responsibility in the name 
of fiscal conservatism,” Howard said. “I 
think we’re better than that. I know Texas 
is better than that.”

The Senate budget
In January, the Senate proposed a  

$158.7 billion budget that called for  
$28.8 billion in spending cuts, a 15.4 
percent decrease from 2010–11 spending 
levels. That translates into $5.4 billion cuts 
in public education and $16.1 billion in 
health and human services cuts.

The Senate is expected to rework its 
budget in light of the House’s willingness 
to tap the rainy day fund. 

The overall Senate budget has differed 
from the House’s budget all session, partly 
because the Senate expects Texas to receive Comment at more.impactnews.com/12172

about $1 billion in federal funds that the 
House did not factor in. Also, a Senate 
committee is pursuing as much as  
$10 billion in “non-tax revenue,” and 
members are debating ways to employ 
additional funds the House did not.

House budget activity
Late on April 3, the House approved a 

state budget with more than $23 billion in 
cuts to state services in the next biennium. 

The House initially had a $27 billion pro-
jected shortfall to reconcile. That number 
fell to $23 billion after a $4.4 billion gap for 
this year was resolved by using $3.3 billion 
of the rainy day fund, $800 million in cuts 
were made and the comptroller announced 
that the state would bring in more than 
$300 million more revenue than expected.

There were two major elements of the 
House’s budget version: a refusal to levy 
new taxes and a compromise to use  
$3.2 billion of the rainy day fund to help 
meet a 2011 budget shortfall. Without new 
revenue streams or higher taxes, the House 
budget requires deep cuts to public educa-
tion and health services in Texas.

Reconciling budget visions
Schwertner said he was confident the 

House and the Senate could ultimately 
craft a budget that addressed public educa-
tion and public health needs, while keep-
ing taxes from rising.

State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, said 
he thinks the Senate budget will have more 
money in play than the House budget did. 

“But, I believe what we’ll see is a budget 
that doesn’t take care of the priorities of 
the state. I think we’ll see a budget that 
does not provide for the priority of public 
education the way it should, or health 
care,” he said.

“It’s a little early to tell,” Watson contin-
ued. “But I, for one, have taken the position 
that this budget is a disaster, and it’s not 
entirely a natural disaster.”

Status report: Progress of Perry’s fast-track items in the Legislature

How Senate and House versions stack up

Gov. Rick Perry highlighted several items 
as emergency issues during the opening 
days of the 82nd Legislature. Here is a look 
at the progress of legislation on eminent 
domain, voter ID, “sanctuary cities” and 
requiring sonograms before abortions.

The Senate has voted on several of the 
emergency issues; the House has voted on 
two—the sonogram and voter ID bills. The 
delegation serving Leander and Cedar Park 
split along party lines.

SB 11: Eliminates state funding for so-called 
sanctuary cities that are said to not require 
that law enforcement officers confirm legal 
residency for anyone they arrest

Status: Versions in the Senate and House 
have been sent to committees, but have not 
yet been passed.

SB 14: The voter ID bill, which would require 
all voters younger than 70 to present photo 
identification before casting a ballot

Status: Passed along party lines in the 
Senate, 19-11, and 101-48 in the House.

SB 16: A bill requiring women seeking 
abortions to be offered a sonogram of the 
fetus shortly before the procedure

Status: Passed in the Senate 21-10, mostly 
along party lines. A similar bill, HB 15, 
passed 103-42 in the House; key differences 
between the two bills have yet to reconciled.

SB 18: A bill further restricting eminent 
domain proceedings, strengthening property 
rights and requiring stricter procedures for 
government authorities seeking to condemn 
private land

Status: Passed unanimously, 31-0.

State Sen. Steve Ogden, 
R-Bryan

State Sen. Kirk Watson, 
D-Austin

SB 18

YES

NO

YES

NO

SB 14

YES

NO

YES

NO

SB 16

YES

NO

YES

NO

State. Rep. Charles Schwertner, 
R-Georgetown

YES NO

State Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin

YES NO

Sonogram and voter ID bills

Spending levels in key sectors Source: Legislative Budget Board
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COMING SOON:
Clear Choice Eyecare ..........................Now Open! 
James Avery Craftsman .......................April 13th! 
Mighty Fine Burgers, Fries & Shakes ..... Summer 2011 
Barbeques Galore ............................... Summer 2011 
Adventure Kids Playcare ...................... Fall 2011

Come try our restaurants near Cinemark!
 Spicy Pickle   Rudino’s Pizza & Grinders   Taco Real   China 

Café    Which Wich   Rosie’s Pho   Jamba Juice   Hayashi Sushi, 
Steak & Bar   Nothing Bundt Cakes   Rocky Mountain Chocolate 
Factory   Baskin Robbins   Yo Yo’s Frozen Yogurt
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For more information: Call 512.716.4422 or 
check our website at www.rrhec.txstate.edu

Discover Texas State 
Round Rock Style

10 a.m. until noon - Bobcat Days - Round Rock
Avery Building 
Get information about Texas State University and degree offerings.
Advance registration for prospective students is required at 

www.rrhec.txstate.edu/bobcatday

11 a.m. until 2 p.m. - Health and Wellness Fair 
School of Nursing
Screenings and health related vendors.
Blood pressure screening, vision screening, nutritionist,

blood glucose screening, stress management, yoga demonstrations

Noon - Time Capsule 
Burial of memorabilia from St. David’s School of Nursing.

Refreshments will be served.
Door Prizes – Receive one ticket for attending and one for every three 
canned food items donated to the Round Rock Serving Center and 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Texas State’s Round Rock Higher Education Center and 
St. David’s School of Nursing | 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock

April 30, 2011

stdavids.com  

A member of The Texas State University System

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

SPECIALIZED CARE FOR THE 
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS
Skin Cancer Prevention & Treatment 
Skin Rejuvenation

COSMETIC SERVICES INCLUDE
Laser Hair Removal 
Photofacial/Intense Pulsed Light 
Botox • Fillers • Chemical Peels 
Microdermabrasion

1401 Medical Parkway
Bldg. B, Suite 300
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

Specialized 
Skin Care. 
Trust the care 
of your skin to 
the providers 
at Lone Star 

Dermatology. 
Combining 
specialized 
training with 
advanced 

treatments to 
care for you.
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LISD: The road to the 2011–12 budget

Comment at more.impactnews.
com/12175

LISD
Continued from | 1
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 • LISD’s board 
delays opening 
two new schools 

and begins analyzing 
finances to prepare for 

      state budget cuts.
• Superintendent Bret 

Champion presents 
early recommendations 
for cuts based on  
$19 million–$29 million 
shortfall.

• LISD holds community  
workshops to educate 
and receive feedback 
from stakeholders.

Using a $29 million projected 
shortfall, Champion presents 
a revised set of proposed cuts 

that: 

Eliminated
• 250 classroom, non-classroom and 

central office positions, and
Released

• 154 first-year teachers—another 
59 quit—to make open slots for 
term-contracted employees whose 
positions are being eliminated.

The school board approves staff cuts 
to meet law that requires non-renewed 
teachers to be notified at least 45 days 
before the last day of school.

Legislators are expected 
to approve the budget. 
District officials will review 

changes proposed in March 
by Champion. Changes could: 

Alter
• classroom ratios at elementary 

and high schools
• school start and end times
• athletics and fine arts budgets

Add
• a week off during the summer
• two furlough days

Cut
• double-block scheduling at 

middle schools

• Board members will 
discuss proposed budget 
changes, vote on and ap-
prove the final 2011–12 
budget.
• The 2011–12 school 
year is projected to start 
Aug. 22.
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Champion said. He said he is hopeful 
that $29 million is more on target. 

In the weeks before the LISD 
cuts, the district shifted its bud-
get focus from making trims in the 
$19 million–$29 million range and 
focused on the worst-case scenario of  
$29 million.

Champion said, “We have to, at 
this point, prepare for the worst and 
hope for the best.” 

Probationary teachers were cut 
because the law allows the district to 
release them without cause.

District officials will continue 
reviewing cuts, savings options and 
revenue-generating ideas as they wait 
for the state budget, Champion said. 

Cuts being considered
Using $29 million as a target, 

Champion proposed about $31.8 mil-
lion in changes to LISD board mem-
bers March 22. 

The cuts included $3.75 million 
savings by eliminating about 82 
growth positions, $3.76 million by 
cutting 213 probationary teacher con-
tracts, $1.56 million through teacher 
attrition—based on a projection of 30 
teachers departing—and $1.8 million 
for a district-wide two-day furlough.

Of 213 probationary teachers not 
returning, 59 resigned, possibly to 
avoid any negative effect non-renewal 
might have on future job searches, 
said Karie Lynn McSpadden, assis-
tant superintendent for human 
resources. 

However, non-renewed teachers 
will receive a letter from Champion 
for potential employers explaining 
that the teachers were not renewed 
because of severe budget reasons, 
McSpadden said.

Resigning teachers may have lim-
ited their ability to collect unem-
ployment benefits, though the Texas 
Workforce Commission has at 
times granted exceptions to people 
who resign under the pressure of 

widespread involuntary layoffs, 
McSpadden said. 

The bulk of the savings,  
$20.92 million, will come by cut-
ting 250 slots: 123 instruction 
positions; 44.5 non-teaching cur-
rently filled positions; and 82.5 
other positions that are vacant, 
created by attrition or funded by 
an outside source. 

Many of the 213 slots held by 
first-year teachers will be filled by 
administrative staff, curriculum 
coordinators and writers and 
office workers who have teaching 
certificates and contracts, said 
Veronica Sopher, LISD executive 
director of school and commu-
nity relations. 

Their contracts require the dis-
trict to have positions for them to 
fill, even as their current posi-
tions are being cut.

The teachers will be placed in 
slots that match their training or 
will receive additional training 
or certification, Champion said. 

Term-contracted teachers are 

allowed legal hearings to contest 
non-renewal. Sopher said the 
hearings cost districts an aver-
age of $50,000 per teacher. Legal 
hearings can be avoided only by 
declaring financial exigency.  

Local control limited
A common refrain among 

school board officials during the 
budget process has been about 
the need for greater local con-
trol. When faced with questions 
about tax-rate limitations, class-
room sizes and teacher layoffs, 
officials, including board mem-
ber Don Hisle, have encouraged 
residents to push legislators for 
more local control. 

“Over the years, our state and 
local government has taken away 
control,” Hisle said. 

Unfunded mandates, stan-
dardized testing, and records 
and reporting requirements have 
created overhead and costs that 
districts are responsible for fund-
ing, Hisle said. 

The LISD budget crisis arose, 
Hisle said, because the state 
removed local control, reduced 
LISD’s taxing ability and then 
did not fulfill its promise to 
make up the difference.  

“If we’d been managing that, 
we wouldn’t [be in a crisis], the 
whole state wouldn’t be in this 
whole [situation],” Hisle said. 

Several citizen commenters 
at board meetings have urged 
LISD to reduce its teachers based 
on performance, as is common 
practice in the corporate world. 

“The district is missing an 
opportune time to potentially 
upgrade the service provided to 
the students,” Clarence Brown 
said while addressing the LISD 
board March 24. In March, 
Brown withdrew his candidacy 
for the Place 6 LISD seat, up for 
election May 14. 

Looking toward a budget
The proposed cuts leave room 

for more options, if the situation 

is worse than the projected  
$29 million shortfall: a tax rati-
fication election that could add 
$1.2 million to the district bud-
get for every penny the tax rate 
is increased; using the $1.5 mil-
lion–$3 million district fund 
balance; additional unspecified 
options and the last-ditch effort 
of declaring financial exigency. 

As the budget nears, Cham-
pion said he anticipates refilling 
crucial positions such as special 
education and special programs 
educators first, should state bud-
get cuts allow or teacher attrition 
open new slots. 

Still, the effects of the staff and 
operations cuts on the health of 
the district remain a concern.

“The long-term effects really 
make me very, very nervous,” 
Champion said. 
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2010 Audi A6 
3.0 Premium 
Sedan

$49,925
4 door Sedan, 3.0L V-6 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 12,374 
miles. Stock Number: A5517A. 
Vin: WAUKGAFB8AN071824. 
Model Code: 4F25VL

2008 Porsche 
Boxster S 
Convertible

$52,995
2 door Convertible, 3.4L H-6 
cyl, Manual transmission, 9,645 
miles. Stock Number: PP4311. Vin: 
WP0CB29838U731120. 
Model Code: P

2008 Subaru 
Tribeca 
5-Passenger

$19,495
3.6L H-6 cyl, Automatic transmission, 
57,625 miles. Stock Number: Z5617A. 
Vin: 4S4WX91D284404090. Model 
Code: 8TA

 

M dMod lel C dCode: 4F24F25VL5VL

Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.
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Comment at more.impactnews.com/12176

Board certifi ed Family Medicine physicians and Pediatricians 
providing the convenience of specialized care for your entire 

family in the same offi ce.

More at our website
Call for Appt.
512 336-2777 •  www.CedarParkDoctors.com
345 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite 104 , Cedar Park • 920 N. Vista Ridge Blvd. Suite 500, Cedar Park

Lee Keegan, MD; Carrie Danner, MD; Betzi Mathew, MD; 
Lisa Hutchens, MD; Cameron King, MD; Brent Cardwell, 

MD; Jennifer Cardwell, MD; Joseph Orgeron, MD.

WHITESTONE BLVD.

The shops of 1890 Ranch and their visibility from FM 1431

CR 185
MEDICAL PKWY.
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1  Sun Auto Services

2  Cinemark

3  Buffalo Wild Wings

4  Baskin-Robbins
 China Café
 Jamba Juice
 Nothing Bundt Cakes
 Rocky Mountain  
     Chocolate Factory
 Which Wich?

5  Hayashi Modern  
     Japanese Cuisine

 Rosie’s Pho
 Rudino’s Pizza  
     & Grinders
 Spicy Pickle
 Taco Reál

6  Gold’s Gym
 Gracy Title
 Jenny Craig
 Keller Williams Realty
 Tan It All

7  Arttie 
 Bikram Yoga
 Breeze Salon
 Half Price Books 

 Huntington Learning 
     Center 
 Mr. Notebook
 Pigtails and Crewcuts 
 Plato’s Closet

8  Barbeques Galore

9  Claire’s Accessories 
 Clear Choice  
 Famous Footwear 
 GNC 
 Massage Envy 
 Natural Grocers 
 PetSmart 
 Studio Nails and Spa 

 YoYo’s Frozen Yogurt

10  Bealls
 OfficeMax
 Super Target

11  Academy Sports  
      + Outdoors

12  Hemispheres
 Hobby Lobby
 Mardel
 Ross Dress for Less

13  Rosa’s Tortilla Factory

14  BBVA Compass Bank 
 Cedar Park 
     Modern Dentistry
 Einstein Bros. Bagels
 Firehouse Subs
 Freddy’s Frozen Custard 
 James Avery Jewelry
 Medifast
 Nutrishop
 SportClips
 Tropical Smoothie Café 
 Verizon Wireless

15  Wells Fargo

16  Logan’s Roadhouse

17  Charming Charlie
 Chick-fil-A
 Great Haircuts
 FedEx Kinko’s
 Starbucks Coffee
 Zales Jewelers

18  AT&T
 Carl’s Jr.
 Mattress Firm
 Mighty Fine Burgers

Least 
Visible

Most 
Visible

was slow getting off the ground because of 
the down economy and low name recog-
nition, but growth at 1890 Ranch has not 
been a factor.

“Things have been great. We had double-
digit increases in sales over the previous 
year,” he said.

Visibility and accessibility
Located at the intersection of Toll 183A 

and FM 1431, both heavily trafficked roads, 
1890 Ranch is situated at a place for maxi-
mum visibility—with many of the large 
businesses and restaurants within the 
shopping center facing FM 1431.

Though visibility is not an issue for busi-
nesses in the front of the development, 
those in the back say it continues to be a 
problem.

“If people don’t drive back there, they 
don’t know we’re there,” Rule said.

He said banners and temporary signs put 
in place by businesses in the back had to be 
taken down due to city ordinance.

Cedar Park Economic Development 

Specialist Larry Holt said the city’s sign 
ordinance allows for banners in the first 
60 days of a business opening, but then the 
signs have to be removed.

He said the ordinance is complicated, but 
the city is open to helping companies under-
stand what is allowed, if they want signs.

“It’s best when we can talk with them so 
companies don’t get too far and go down a 
road that costs a lot of money,” Holt said.

Kveton said stores have voiced concerns 
to Endeavor and he knows they are trying 
to help with the sign issue.

The construction on FM 1431 in front of 
the center and expansion of Toll 183A to 
the west compound the visibility and access 
problem, Collins said.

“It’s kind of a bittersweet deal. Construc-
tion makes people more likely to avoid it. 
The construction will impact you in the 
short term, but in the long term it should 
help,” he said.

Northington said road construction has 
had an effect to some degree, but expansion 
is a positive for the area. 

“It will help in the future. It’s just part of 
growth,” he said. “But, I don’t think any-
body will be sad when it’s done.”

Taking the next step
An optimism is growing among busi-

nesses, Northington said, now that the 
economy is improving and businesses have 
a sense of the future strengths of the center.

“The thing is we opened [Spicy Pickle] 
when the recession started to hit, so I don’t 
really know what the store can do in a good 
economy. I’m looking forward to seeing the 
economy improve in the next two years and 
what we can really do out there,” Rule said. 

Garrett said he is optimistic about the 
future at Hemispheres because of growth. 

“You come in every day and see another 
building starting or being completed. It 
gives customers in the community opti-
mism about living where they live,” he said.

3

1

8

18
17

16 15 13

While 1890 Ranch Shopping Center is at a busy intersection, 
the buildings farthest away from FM 1431 have little-

to-no visibility from the road because buildings at 
the front of the complex obstruct the view.

1890 Ranch
Continued from | 1

impactnews.com • April 2011 | NEWS | 13

Park, 1890 Ranch owes much of its success 
to the need in Cedar Park, said Phil Brewer, 
the city’s economic development director.

“It’s fulfilling a lot of the demands of 
our local citizens because they didn’t have 
something like this,” Brewer said. “It’s a 
closer, more convenient location for cus-
tomers to do one-stop shopping.”

Weighing the growth
As businesses were trying to get started at 

1890 Ranch, the economy began to decline 
nationwide. While growth continued, the 
recession took its toll on some businesses.

 Clay Rule, owner of Spicy Pickle, said 
business has been a struggle because of the 
sluggish economy. But, he said the econ-
omy is not the only challenge he has faced, 
as more restaurants open in the area and 
dilute the market.

“There are only so many people to come 
to the center. When they have 10 choices to 
eat, it changes how you look at things and it 
changes your sales,” Rule said.

Taco Real owner Mike Collins said he has 
had similar problems, as new restaurants 
have opened. He said the opening of Rosa’s 
Tortilla Factory, for example, has had a neg-
ative impact on business.

Collins said the growth is a mixed deal, 
though, because some growth does help 
bring in more people.

“They’re developing more retail that’s 
catacorner to us, which is helping our vis-
ibility,” he said.

Kert Kveton, owner of Rudino’s Pizza & 
Grinders, said he believes growth has fac-
tored into the decline in business at Rudi-
no’s because of the added competition, but 
also sees the growth as a positive thing in 
the long term because more retail options 
will add more traffic.

While growth has played a part for some, 
other businesses, especially those fronting 
FM 1431, said they have not seen as much 
impact from the continued growth.

Frances Weisenhorn, manager of Ross 
Dress for Less, which opened in 2009, said 
business continues to have no struggles and 
has been profitable in the past two years.

Hemispheres store manager Mike Gar-
rett said the store, located along FM 1431, 



14 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

The 
30-Minutes-Or-Less 

e.r. Service Pledge.

Only At Cedar Park regional.

*Clinical professional is defined as a physician, physician assistant or nurse practitioner. If you are experiencing a medical emergency, call 911.

Located behind 1890 Ranch Shopping Center
CedarParkRegional.com/ER

Emergency medicine is about three things: compassion, skilled care and speed. You’ll find these at  
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center. The experienced E.R. physicians and the entire team are 
committed to working diligently to have you initially seen by a clinical professional* within 30 minutes 
of your arrival. If you need an E.R. fast, try our fast E.R. Once you do, you won’t want to go anywhere 
else. Visit us online at CedarParkRegional.com/ER to view our current average E.R. wait time.

52952_CEDA_ERwatch_10x12_25c.indd   1 4/11/11   2:43 PM
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Finance Director Robert Powers named interim city manager 

  Cedar Park City Council
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park
401-5000
April 28 and May 12, 6:30 p.m.
Watch replays on Saturday and Sunday 
at noon on CPTV-10 or online at  
www.cedarparktx.us

  Leander City Council
201 N. Brushy St., Leander
528-2743
May 5 and 19, 7 p.m.
www.leandertx.org

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550, www.wilco.org

Meetings are Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

  Travis County  
Commissioners Court
314 W. 11th St., Austin
854-9555, www.traviscounty.org

Meetings are Tuesdays, 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

City creating an emergency preparedness campaign
A presentation was made to the City 

Council at its March 24 meeting about an 
emergency preparedness campaign that is 
being created. 

Emergency Management Coordina-
tor Jessica Jackson said the campaign 
will have three focal points: educating 
citizens, creating public and private 
partnerships and communicating critical 
information to residents in the event of a 
disaster.

Jackson said the goal is to make sure 
as many avenues of communication as 
possible are available to citizens in case of 
a disaster. She said educating the citizens 
is the primary piece of the campaign, and 
she hopes to help citizens learn to make 
a plan, create a kit and stay informed in 
emergency situations.

“I am very excited about this project. I 
know it’s going to be successful,” Jackson 
said at the meeting.

Cedar Park

Leander

Williamson County

Meetings

Cedar Park cancels its general elections in May
The City of Cedar Park will not have 

a general election this May, as no can-
didates filed to run against the incum-
bents for three City Council seats.

Filing for Places 1, 3 and 5 on the City 
Council began in February and closed 
March 14. No applications, except from 

the incumbents, were filed. Matt Powell, 
Scott Mitchell and Tony Dale, respec-
tively, hold the seats.

Because there were no charter or 
bond elections on the books for the May 
election, the city is going through the 
cancellation process.

Vannoy steps down as 
Precinct 2 Constable, 
Coffman is sworn in

Compiled by Victor O’Brien and Jenn Rains

Leander Finance Director Robert 
Powers was appointed the city’s interim 
city manager at a special meeting March 
28. Powers was appointed interim city 
manager after the late City Manager, 
Anthony “Biff” Johnson, died unexpect-
edly March 24 of cardiac arrest. 

Powers has served as city manager 
before, with the City of Midlothian 
and most recently at Cedar Park. He 
began working as a financial consultant 
for Leander in 2006 before becoming 
finance director in 2009. 

Powers said he was pleased with the 
legacy Johnson left the city and the staff 
that is in place to carry through future 
plans.

“We will never fill his shoes. [But] we 
will honor his legacy,” Powers said of 
Johnson.

Powers said there is no timeline on 
when a formal search for a new city 

Leander Finance Director Robert Powers was 
named interim city manager on March 28. City 
Manager Biff Johnson died unexpectedly of 
cardiac arrest on March 24.
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manager will begin.
A graduate of the University of Notre 

Dame, Powers has a graduate degree in 
public policy from Harvard University.

Powers and his wife, Jeri, have three 
children.

Committee approved for 
county redistricting

The Williamson County Commis-
sioner’s Court formally approved a 
committee March 29 that will oversee 
the county’s redistricting efforts in light 
of the 2010 census data, which revealed 
a 70 percent population increase for the 
county since 2000. 

The committee expects to bring a draft 
to the court in May, and the goal will be 
for redistricted precincts to take effect 
Jan. 1, 2012. 

Some of the goals include: 
•	 Make each precinct account for about 

25 percent of the county’s population
•	 Create compact and logical geographic 

precincts
•	 Move boundary lines to major roads

Bradley seeks grant 
for victim coordinator 
position

District 
Attorney John 
Bradley received 
permission from 
Williamson 
County com-
missioners to 
pursue a Texas attorney general’s 
grant that would fund a victim and 
witness coordinator assistant position 
for two years. 

Bradley said the assistant will focus 
on domestic violence to help victims 
get needed counseling and support. 

“Williamson County, like many 
other places across Texas, has seen 
an explosion in domestic violence,” 
Bradley said. 

If granted, the position will put the 
county on par with similarly sized 
counties when it comes to victims coor-
dinator staffing levels, Bradley said.

County Judge Dan Gattis (left) swears in Richard 
Coffman, with wife, Vickie, on March 22. Coffman 
is the new Constable of Precinct 2.
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Dale Vannoy, Williamson County Con-

stable of Precinct 2, announced his resigna-
tion at the March 22 Commissioners Court 
meeting. 

Vannoy, who was elected constable in 
2004, said he was stepping down in order 
to spend more time with his family and to 
pursue a new business venture.

Richard Coffman was sworn in as con-
stable at the meeting. He served in the Navy 
for 22 years and also served as the interim 
chief of police in Leander. He has worked 
for the Constable’s Office since 1999. 
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Global connections with the Austin Chamber of Commerce.

中国奥斯汀
Austin  to  China

The   Austin   Chamber   invites   you   to   experience  
China  with  other  members,  family  and  friends.  Join  
us  to  see  the  beauty  and  culture  China  has  to  offer  
through  ancient  and  modern  Chinese  wonders.    

Learn  more  at  www.austinchamber.com  or  contact  Jan  Riepen  at  jriepen@austinchamber.com  or  at  512.322.5640.

    Round  trip  international  airfare  departing  from  LAX       English-speaking  tour  guides  in  each  city             5-Star  &  4-Star  hotel  accommodations     
    Chinese  domestic  airfare                3  full  meals  a  day,  including  American-style  breakfast       Entrance  fees  into  tourist  attractions
    Deluxe  Tour  Buses                   Airport  taxes  and  Air  Fuel  Surcharge

*

*double  occupancy
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Confidentially Matching Business Sellers with Buyers

BizMatch Commerical Brokerage LLC, TREC Lic. #0516788 Rating A+

For over 25 years
izMatch®

EDUCATION

By Community Impact Staff
Leander ISD recorded gains in both the 

percentage of graduating students ready 
for college or the workplace and students 
who graduated on time in 2009, according 
to a recent report by the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce.

The 2010 Education Progress Reports 
released in March by the Austin chamber 
in partnership with area school districts 
and other Central Texas chambers track 
student performance trends that are most 
important to the business community. 

“By knowing through all the surveys, 
studies and statistics that [the Austin 
chamber] puts together on each school 
district, individuals can have a clear look 
at what the schools are doing and they can 
make a clear call on where they want to 
live,” Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce 
President Harold Dean said. 

Drew Scheberle, senior vice president of 
education and talent development for the 
Austin chamber, said the initiative started 
six years ago as a way for chamber officials 
to improve public education and prepare 
students for college. 

The Austin chamber has released sepa-
rate reports for 10 participating school 
districts, including those in Leander and 
Round Rock ISDs.

Scheberle said this year’s reports are 
particularly important to school districts 
and chambers as state lawmakers consider 
making large cuts to public education.

The reports provide a framework on 
what areas school districts should focus on. 
They also help the Austin chamber decide 
how to allocate the $9 million it donates 
each year for education initiatives. 

“People don’t pay attention until you 
have to make really important decisions 
like shutting down schools, firing a whole 
bunch of people. That’s when they start to 
pay attention, and that’s when these are 
most important,” Scheberle said. “We’re 
asking school districts to set out year goals. 
The hope is the enactment of those goals 

Education progress reports reveal 
more graduates, fewer collegians

will help them in guiding their budget 
process.”

As a part of the compiling process, a task 
force of business leaders reviewed each 
district’s most recent performance data—
largely based on the Texas Assessment 
of Knowledge and Skills test—identified 
its strengths and weaknesses and offered 
recommendations on areas to improve. 
District officials then set goals to work 
toward and identified ways the business 
community can help.

The reports, with their large graphics 
and informational sidebars, were created 
to be more clear and understandable than 
many of the data sheets released by the 
Texas Education Agency, Scheberle said.

The reports examine what percentage 
of a school district’s graduating class is 
deemed college- and career-ready under 
the state definition. They also provide the 
graduation rate and what percentage of 
graduates went on to enroll in a university, 
community college or technical school 
directly after high school.

In addition, the reports track how fifth- 
and eighth-graders performed in reading, 
math and science.

Because education is a major factor in 
the chamber’s ability to attract compa-
nies to the region, chamber officials want 
to address school issues early on, before 
students graduate high school and enter 
college or the workforce.  

“We want kids to be ready for college 
and a high-performance workplace when 
they graduate,” Scheberle said. “This is try-
ing to give Austin-area high school gradu-
ates all the opportunities in the world.”

Leander ISD results
In Leander ISD, 84 percent of the 

district’s more than 30,000 students 
graduated in four years in 2009. The rate 
increased modestly since 2006, which 
yielded 83 percent. 

When those students graduated, about 
68 percent of them enrolled in college 

directly after high school—a loss of 1 per-
centage point from 2008, but up from 2007.

By prioritizing services for students 
who pose a greater dropout risk at early 
stages, including middle school, LISD has 
been trying to improve graduation rates, 
said Sarah Martinez, LISD’s director for 
accountability and system measures. 

The district started the HOPE Dropout 
Prevention task force as a means of keeping 
potential dropouts on track for graduation 
by reaching out to students.

The most notable gain in on-time gradu-
ate rate occurred among economically dis-
advantaged students, who had a 13 percent 
increase from 2008 to 2009. The report’s 
writers caution, however, that due to a lack 

of uniformity in data collection, a year-to-
year comparison from 2006 to 2009 may 
not be accurate.

“Clearly graduation is a goal for all of 
our students. Having seen the gap for kids 
who are economically disadvantaged, 
there was a greater sense of urgency and 
focus,” Martinez said. 

LISD shifted the focus to getting stu-
dents invested in education and involved in 
their development outside the classroom.

The LISD school board adopted a Dis-
trict Improvement Plan that sets targets 
to reduce the gap between economically 
disadvantaged students and their more 
affluent peers. The goals of 12 or fewer 
percentage points in math and 14 or fewer 

Percentage of Leander ISD students academically prepared for higher 
education or the high-performance workplace
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Lakeline
Mall

RR 620

Anderson Mill Rd.

Research (183)
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Secure campus• 

Spanish and music classes•  for all 
preschoolers two and older

Individualized program and • child assessments

Degreed, credentialed, • experienced teachers

Challenging curriculum which • 
fosters a lifetime of learning

Chef-prepared lunches and snacks• 
Free Internet viewing for parents• 

Now Enrolling 
Summer Camp!
Now Enrolling 

for Fall!

Open House
Apr. 30, 10am - Noon

Learn more about 
our award-winning 
school—see our excellent 
facilities and meet our 
caring teachers. We look 
forward to seeing you!
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African-American 78 76 72 85 76 82
Asian/Pacific-Islander 97 93 95 97 96 96
Hispanic  74 64 70 76 77 83
White 90 89 89 91 95 95
Economically 
disadvantaged 67 61 63 74 71 75
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percentage points in science were exceeded 
by nearly 2 percentage points.

This progress is demonstrated with an 
across-the-board increase to 95 percent 
of students who passed all sections of the 
exit-level TAKS test in 2010 from 93 per-
cent in 2009.

LISD’s success in building a strong repu-
tation around graduation rates and supply-
ing Leander with an educated workforce 
are a significant attraction to new busi-
nesses and residents moving to Leander, 
said Mary Bradshaw, Greater Leander 
Chamber of Commerce president. 

“If people can hire from within the 
ranks of our community, it just strength-
ens those businesses. They don’t have to be 
bringing in people from outside because 
they have a pool of applicants right here,” 
Bradshaw said. 

Despite improvements in economi-
cally disadvantaged students, the on-time 
graduation rate for Hispanic students 
dropped by 3 percent, yet the same group 
experienced a 3 percent improvement on 
exit-level TAKS testing from 2009 to 2010. 

Round Rock ISD results
Joe Vining, senior vice president for eco-

nomic development for the Round Rock 
Chamber of Commerce, said the chamber 
often connects local businesses and school 
districts by providing mentors or intern-
ships. The report helps local chambers stay 
updated on the performance and needs of 
Round Rock students, he said. 

According to the RRISD progress report, 
the overall four-year high school gradua-
tion rate increased in 2009 from 84 to 88 
percent. RRISD showed even more signifi-
cant gains in the high school completion 
rate of African-American and economi-
cally disadvantaged students. 

RRISD spokeswoman JoyLynn Occhi-
uzzi credits much of the district’s improve-
ments to the 2008 creation of a Dropout 
Recovery Team, which makes a special 
effort to find students who dropped out 
and support those students academically.

The district experienced a slight decrease 
in the percent of students enrolling in and 
prepared for college. 

In 2009, 68 percent of RRISD high 
school graduates enrolled in college by the 
fall following graduation, compared with 
69 percent in 2008 and 71 percent in 2007. 

Only 64 percent of 2009 high school 
graduates were deemed academically 
prepared for college or a high-performance 
workplace in 2009, a two-point decline 
compared to 2008. 

Lora Darden, director of curriculum 
and professional development, said the 
slight decrease can be attributed to the 
district’s increased effort to bring drop-
outs back to school.

“Anytime you have an increase to that 
extent of students who were not in school 
that we were bringing back in, it adds a 
different element to the testing situation,” 
Darden said. 

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

Cumulative pass rate on exit-level TAKS (all sections)

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12169

Lakeline Oaks
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Natural Wellness
Natural Health Solutions & Wellness Services

“Caring for your health with God’s Natural Remedies”
• Compass - Bioscan

• Nutritional Counseling

• DPA - Heart Screening

• pH Balancing Assessment

• Iridology

• Kinesionics Testing

• Foot Detox Bath
• hCG Diet

Bring this Ad in for $5 OFF
On $20 or more purchase at the store
Expires May 31st, 2011
Not valid with any other offer

• Natural Nutritional Supplements

• Unique Herbal Formulas

• Nutritional Snacks, Bars, Meal Replacements

• “Ionized Alkaline” Water

• Bach Flower Emotional Remedies

• Essential Oils

• Homeopathics

• Gifts and more…

512-528-0130 (183 & 1431)
Monday – Saturday 10am to 6pm

www.nwcedarpark.com
202 Walton Way Ste 198 Cedar Park

Coming Soon 
to Cedar Park!

NEWS REPORT

By Nicole Smith 
The leaders of the state House and 

Senate committees charged with sorting 
out district maps for the  State Board of 
Education, state House and Senate, and 
U.S. House of Representatives gave a status 
update on the process April 7 in Austin.

At a discussion hosted by The Texas 
Tribune, moderator Evan Smith asked 
whether Democrats were anxious about 
getting a fair shake in a GOP-controlled 
Legislature. 

Kel Seliger, R-Amarillo, chair of the 
Senate Redistricting Committee said, “The 
dialogue is ongoing, and it’s amiable at this 
point, and it’s going to be a pretty produc-
tive process, I think.” 

Seliger’s counterpart in the House, Burt 
Solomons, said that his committee is seek-
ing a lot of input from the affected law-
makers, no matter their party affiliation. 

The House Redistricting Committee 
had yet to draw a state House map by the 
time of the discussion, but the Carrollton 
Republican acknowledged that it would be 
hard to draw maps that would preserve the 
GOP majority and pass legal muster.

“We’re methodically going through this 
process.  And it is very much a numbers 
game,” Solomons said of his committee’s 
approach to drawing state House lines. 
“We’re looking at a member-driven map.” 

With preliminary SBOE maps drawn, 
state Senate and House maps are the cur-
rent focus, with the congressional map 
process saved for last. 

Given its population increase reflected in 
the 2010 census, Texas picked up four seats 
in the U.S. House. There has been specula-
tion over how many of those seats will go 
to Republicans. Seliger said that while his 
committee has begun to play with models 
for those seats, he had yet to draw a model 
that had four GOP seats.

Solomons said his committee had not 
started on congressional maps, though it 
was having hearings on the matter. He was 

Legislative mapmakers seek 
collaboration on redistricting

not optimistic that the Legislature’s con-
gressional maps would go unchallenged.

“Everything in context with this con-
gressional map seems to be leading to the 
courthouse,” he said.

If the Legislature cannot agree on a 
plan by the time the Senate and House 
adjourn on May 31, the process will be 
taken over by the Legislative Redistricting 
Board, which consists of Gov. Rick Perry, 
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, House Speaker 
Joe Straus, Attorney General Greg Abbott, 
Comptroller Susan Combs and Land Com-
missioner Jerry Patterson.

The Legislative Redistricting Board has 
until Oct. 26 to adopt a plan. No matter 
who drafts the plan, it must be be cleared 
this fall by the U.S. Justice Department or 
a panel of District Court judges in Wash-
ington. 

Some key terms to know

Redistricting: The process by which census data is 
used to redraw the boundaries of electoral districts within 
a state to ensure that districts are substantially equal in 
population.

Apportionment: The process of divvying up the 435 U.S. 
House seats in proportion to state population. Does not 
involve map drawing, as redistricting does. Texas grew by 
4,293,741 people since 2000 and will gain four more U.S. 
House seats.

Ideal district population: To keep the population sizes 
in a jurisdiction’s districts about equal, the jurisdiction’s 
total population is divided by the number of districts. 
There is more leeway on the state level to deviate from 
the ideal than there is on the federal level.

Gerrymandering: The drawing of electoral districts to 
give one group or party an advantage over the other.

Contiguity: Describes a district in which all parts of the 
district are attached to each other. It is one of the tradi-
tional guiding principles of redistricting. Other principles 
include compactness and respect for communities of 
interest.

Compactness: Refers to the desired overall shape of a 
district.

Community of interest: A group that would benefit 
from being maintained in a single district because of 
shared interests, views or characteristics.
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How close are they to the ideal?

State House

State Senate

District 20
228,091 people

60,454 too many
36.06% too high

District 5
899,155 people
88,008 too many
10.85% too high

District 14
872,176 people
61,029 too many
7.52% too high

District 48
161,817 people

5,820 too few
3.47% too low

State Legislature districts in the Leander–Cedar Park area

Austin
Cedar Park

Cedar Park

Leander

Leander

College Station

Waco

Palestine
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Sources: Texas Legislative Council, 2010 census
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J ust as Austin has evolved as its popu-
lation has grown, Tomlinson’s Feed & 
Pets, which T.R. Tomlinson opened 

in 1946, has also grown and changed.
“Austin changed, and so we changed,” 

owner Scott Click said.
The original Tomlinson’s at East 49 1/2 

Street and Airport Boulevard is still in 
operation but does not carry horse feed 
or sell chickens—instead it focuses on 
premium dog and cat food.

In 1971, the store exchanged hands from 
Tomlinson to Scott’s dad, Liniel Click. 
Now that Liniel is retired, Click, and his 
wife, Renae, manage the business.

Since the 1980s, Tomlinson’s has grown 
from one store to six. It has gone from a 
family operation to a business employing 
about 40 people.

The Cedar Park store opened in 2004 at 
Walton Way but moved in 2009 to its cur-
rent location at FM 1431 and Parmer Lane.

“The first location we were in was not as 
visible, but when we moved where we are 
now, it really made an upswing,” Click said. 

He said there used to be a store near 
Lake Creek Parkway, but construction 
along US 183 hurt the business and it even-
tually closed. Demand in the area was still 
high, which led to the Cedar Park store.

“We try to listen to the customers and 
look for opportunities, and they said, 
‘Man, you need a store up in that [Cedar 
Park] area,’” he said.

Tomlinson’s, Click said, focuses more on 
high-end pet foods.

Renae Click added that because it is an 

Scott and Renae Click, owners of Tomlinson’s, opened their Cedar Park location in 2004. To get better vis-
ibility, the Click’s moved the store in 2009 to the intersection of FM 1431 and Parmer Lane. 

independent store, they have more control 
over what products are sold. They also hire 
employees who are more knowledgeable 
about pet care than a chain store might be.

One thing that makes the Cedar Park 
location different, Click said, is the 
employees are all very involved in pet res-
cue and they know the market personally.

“They’re able to recommend new prod-
ucts because they are involved. We have 
certain things that sell more at that store 
than other stores, such as frozen dog food, 
because of that,” he said.

Tomlinson’s Feed & Pets
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. 235, Cedar Park
260-8566
www.tomlinsons.com

By Jenn Rains and Tiffany Young

Tomlinson’s 
Feed & Pets
Employee knowledge 
drives the sale of novel 
pet products
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Thundershirt
Brad Bowdon, manager of the Cedar Park 
store, pitched the idea of a new product called 
a Thundershirt, which looks like a dog sweater 
but wraps around the dog to make it feel secure 
and less anxious.

“The Thundershirt is an example of how Brad 
always has an eye out for something unique 
and something new,” Owner Scott Click said. 

Serving the community
Tomlinson’s stores have events supporting 
animals throughout the year. The Cedar Park 
store partners with the Williamson County 
Humane Society and other organizations for 
adoption days twice a month, Manager Brad 
Bowdon said. 
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The Thundershirt wraps around a dog and helps 
with training and making the dog less anxious.
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• Daily Academic enrichment and remediation so 
learning continues throughout the summer months

• Certi� ed elementary teachers as summer camp staff 
• Small camp group with a maximum of 25 campers

NURSERY  |   PRE-SCHOOL  |   CAMPSNURSERY  |   PRE-SCHOOL  |   CAMPS

Park St.

Whitestone Blvd.

Lakeline Blvd. 

Buttercup 

Creek Blvd.

1431

183

• Local weekly fi eld trip and guest visitors
• Option to select and pay for only weekly camps 

based on vacation schedules
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Hello, 
NeigHbor!

Let’s Get  
Acquainted! 
Scott & White clinicS  
are ready for you 

n 425 University Boulevard

n Burnet

n Cedar Park

n Cedar Park West

n Georgetown

n Georgetown Central

n Hutto

n Pflugerville 

n Round Rock West

n Taylor

Complete, personalized healthcare  
is just around the corner.
Great healthcare is closer than you think. Scott & White offers several clinics  
for you and your family’s primary care, conveniently located throughout 
Williamson County. Each clinic is fully staffed and committed to personalized 
and responsive healthcare. And, if you need a specialist, our network instantly 
connects you to experts at Scott & White Hospital – Round Rock. 

Scott & White also accepts all major insurance plans, so the right care in the 
right place is more accessible than ever!

Visit clinics.sw.org to learn more about services right in your neighborhood.

Your cHoice. THE TRUSTEd CHoiCE.
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Kids Wheels
Cedar Park shop offers child-size electric rides

T        he vehicles that Flavio Leal stocks 
in his automobile showroom are 
not ordinary cars. His vehicles are 

targeted for a smaller audience, only go 7 
miles per hour and sometimes do not have 
brakes. 

Still, Leal said the speed is fast enough 
and the size is perfect for his customers. 
Leal and his father purchased Kids Wheels 
in March 2010. Kids Wheels sells and 
prepares electric and battery-powered toy 
vehicles for children. 

“It’s fun for the kids. It’s also educational 
because it’s their first [vehicle] and we’ll 
help them develop driving skills that will 
be helpful to them in the future,” Leal said. 

Leal and his father purchased the now 
16-year-old company in 2010 after they left 
their home in Monterrey, Mexico, in 2009, 
Leal said. 

While the showroom stocks more than 
60 vehicles, the strength of the store is 
Internet sales, Leal said. Kids Wheels sells 
and services Peg Pérego, Power Wheels 
and other brands of ride-on vehicles. 

His business offers a competitive advan-
tage over buying from big-box stores like 
Walmart or Toys “R” Us because Kids 

BUSINESS

By Victor O’Brien

Flavio Leal owns and operates Kids Wheels in Cedar Park with his wife, Mara. 
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Kids Wheels Ride On Toy Store 
519 N. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park
257-2399  
www.kidswheels.com
Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Wheels sells the vehicles, parts, extended 
warranties and provides service and tech-
nical support, Leal said.

“Some customers don’t want just the 
sale. They like post-sales service. They 
want support to put it together or if some-
thing is not working, they want someone 
to help,” he said. 

Leal discovered Kids Wheels while his 
uncle was an employee under the previous 
owner. When the business came up for 
sale, his uncle’s inside knowledge helped 
the Leals decide that purchasing it would 
be a shrewd business move, Leal said. 

Leal relocated Kids Wheels from  
RM 620 to Bell Boulevard in August 2010 
to improve visibility, he said. 

He said he hopes to expand the busi-
ness to offer remote-controlled vehicles, 
helicopters and toys to give customers a 
lower-end option. His eventual goal is to 
open a store in McAllen because it is near 
Mexico.

The vehicles are designed for children 
ages 6 months through 13 years old, have 
speeds of up to 7 miles per hour, and range 
in price from $165 to $729. 

Advancements in recent years have 

added rubber wheels, FM radios, MP3 
player jacks and parent speed locks to 
some models. 

The various speeds and features give 
parents options for children of different 
ages and sizes, Leal said. 

 While Internet sales drive the business, 
Leal said, the most exciting part of the 
business remains the children who visit 
the store.

 “I like when kids come to the store and 
they become crazy. They say ‘I want all the 
cars in the store,’” Leal said. “It’s fun see-
ing the kids.” 
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More coverage. 
Less spendage.

Discounts up to

Get more. Spend less. It’s that simple when you 
get your car insurance from us. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

40%
0901127 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Identity Company, Bloomington, IL

700 E Whitestone Blvd, Ste 101
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 259-0202
Jarrodd@CedarParkInsurance.com
www.cedarparkinsurance.com

1001 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 106  •  Cedar Park
www.� eMaryDaleLawFirm.com 
mary@themarydalelaw� rm.com
(512) 249-5828

• Business Law

• Contract Law

• Employer/Employee Issues

• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Law

• Real Estate/Property Disputes

• Commercial Civil Litigation

• HUB Certi� ed

• Veteran Owned

Mary Lopez Dale
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

PERSONABLE.  DEPENDABLE.  QUALITY SERVICE.

Highly recommended by Texas Monthly

FRESH    HEALTHY    AFFORDABLE

APPETIZER
DOLMAS

With purchase of two meals. No substitutions. Excludes specials. 
Carry out or dine in. Expires 5/20/11.

512-401-GYRO  www.athensgreekfoodaustin.com
1540 Cypress Creek Rd., Cedar Park (across from Austin Community College)  

Now Serving 
Beer & Wine

Come enjoy our 
outdoor patio!
TO-GO orders

Lunch Specials $7.99
Monday-Friday

Traditional Gyro 
w/fries and a drink

11am - 3pm 
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On a Tuesday morning at an area 
elementary school, LifeSteps Pro-
gram Manager Lisa Wallace stood 

in front of a third-grade class, giving the 
children tools to help them make better 
decisions about drugs and alcohol. 

Elementary, middle and high school 
presentations are one of the many initia-
tives of LifeSteps, a nonprofit aiming to 
bring drug and alcohol prevention services 
to Williamson County. 

It is as simple as “neighbors helping 
neighbors” said Efrain Davila, executive 
director of the nonprofit.

The idea of neighbors joining together 
resulted in The Williamson Council on 
Alcohol and Drugs in 1978, when some 
Williamson County residents voiced a 
need for such services in their commu-
nity. Prevention, intervention, counsel-
ing, education and family programs were 
implemented and are still evolving today 
through LifeSteps, Davila said. 

In 2001, the nonprofit took the name 
of LifeSteps as the needs of its clients 
changed. It has since become an umbrella 
of services, Davila said, with a focus on 
prevention services due to the limits on 
the group’s funding resources.

LifeSteps is working with Georgetown 
ISD, the City of Georgetown and Scott & 
White Healthcare to have a “Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day,” planned for April 
30. The event, which is open to all cities 
in Williamson County, is slated to raise 
awareness about the abuse of prescription 
drugs.

Bebe Johnson, program manager for 
the organization, said children must be 
educated on the health and legal risks of 
abusing prescription drugs and parents 

LifeSteps Program Manager Lisa Wallace teaches children at McCoy Elementary School in Georgetown 
about tobacco ads. 

should know they are using because of the 
availability to these drugs, many times in 
their own households. 

In other parts of the county, including 
Cedar Park and Leander, the nonprofit’s 
Tobacco Environmental Coalition is 
working to educate more businesses on 
how to go smoke-free. 

A member of the coalition, Cpl. Luana 
Wilcox, director of support services for 
the Leander Police Department, said she 
provides information on what is being 
reported about drugs and alcohol to help 
LifeSteps find ways to direct their efforts. 

Another initiative is the Neighborhood 
Conference Committee Truancy Preven-
tion program, which is an alternative to 
keep putting kids into the court system. 
The program has had a 72 percent suc-
cess rate with neighborhood volunteers 
being the driving force, Davila said.

“There is nothing more powerful [than 
volunteering] when you are only there 
because of your heart,” he said. 

Committee volunteers in Round Rock 
go through an 18-hour training before 
becoming a panel to listen and offer open-
ended questions to the student. After  
90 minutes, a positive action plan is set. 

NCC volunteer Arthur J. Adkins said 
he could not agree more with the program 
after his nephew was referred. Adkins 
said the man talking with his nephew 
gave him the opportunity to be heard. 

Davila said he hopes the program will 
be implemented in Leander and Hutto in 
the next school year. Georgetown NCC 
started Feb. 1. 

Visit www.nccwilco.org for volunteer 
information. 

LifeSteps
2111 N. Mays St., 
Round Rock
246-9880
www.lifestepscouncil.org
Office hours: Mon.–Fri.  
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

By Miranda Hudson 

LifeSteps
Group makes strides for 
drug and alcohol prevention 
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E. Old Settlers Blvd.

Tim Skupin, D.V.M.
512.255.1388

14900 Avery Ranch Blvd.
Suite C500

(Avery Ranch Blvd.
and Parmer Lane)

FREE EXAM
for new clients
(Value of exam up to $46.00)

 Affordable high-quality care

Reengineering 
my career into 

solar design

Austin Community College REVISED

Community Impact Austin
4.9167x2.94 CMYK

Runs April 2011

Suzanne W., electrical engineer 
and renewable energy student at ACC

Get inspired. 
austincc.edu/iamacc
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Noble Pig
Co-owner says restaurant is an ‘ode to pork’ 

J ohn Bates has a fascination with 
pigs. His affection for swine and the 
pork they produce is hard to miss. 

His restaurant’s name, Noble Pig, and the 
namesake sandwich are an homage to his 
favorite animal.

Bates said his affection comes from the 
taste and economy of pork. 

“The Noble Pig is our ode to pork,” Bates 
said. “It is by far my most favorite thing 
in the world to cook. I’ve always thought 
it was the best to cook because you can do 
something with every part of it.” 

Bates said he learned his love of meats 
from watching his father hunt animals and 
grill meats in South Texas. The reverence 
for the quarry that followed a good hunt 
taught Bates to respect the animal, he said. 

The Noble Pig sandwich ($8) features 
pulled pork, along with bacon, spicy ham 
and a slice of provolone cheese.

Bates and co-owner Brandon Martinez 
opened Noble Pig in September 2010. The 
mission, Bates said, was to turn the tired 
and trite sandwich on its head and back to 
its roots as delicatessen art. 

“(Delis) don’t do a lot of new stuff. They 
don’t offer a fresh approach to building a 
sandwich,” he said.

Bates sought to accomplish the mission 
by using his scratch cooking and flavor 
profile experience from years of working at 
upscale Austin restaurants Wink and Asti 
to prepare all products in-house and create 
flavors that cannot be replicated. 

The dedication to scratch cooking means 
that Bates often starts his day at 4:30 a.m. 

in preparation for breakfast and lunch 
menus. He ends his day soon after the 
restaurant closes at 3 p.m.  

“These are almost 100 percent scratch 
sandwiches. We make the bread, cure all 
the meat, grind all the sausages. The condi-
ments are made in-house,” Bates said.

Lead line cook Angela Lunardi said the 
freedom to explore new sandwich concepts 
gives the team a chance to exercise creative 
control over the product and to collabo-
rate. The result is a menu that adapts as the 
team fine-tunes new concepts. 

The sandwiches produce complex 
flavors, but from a minimalist approach, 
Bates said. The core remains the bread, 
meat, cheese and condiments. 

The menu is simple: It features a handful 
of sandwiches and sides. The sides include 
a savory, tender pork and red beans, and a 
spicy mustard-seed potato salad. 

The minimalist influence flows beyond 
the food and into the decor. The interior 
features wooden chairs and benches, a 
glass deli case and black-and-white photos 
of Bates’ family and food scenes.

Much like each sandwich ingredient 
choice, the restaurant location, tucked 
away in a retail strip on RM 620, was also 
deliberate. Bates said the surrounding areas 
of Northwest Austin and Cedar Park are 
hungry for and underserved for the quality 
of restaurants found in Central Austin. 

“We’re filling a gap that nobody else has 
addressed,” he said. “How do you stand 
out in the crowded restaurant market like 
Austin? You have to step it up.”  

By Victor O’Brien

The Noble Pig sandwich ($8) packs a pile of pulled 
pork, bacon, spicy ham and a slice of provolone 
cheese.

One of Noble Pig’s custom sandwiches, the Thai 
chicken ($7) is a double-stacked chicken sandwich 
dressed with a jalapeño cabbage slaw and cilantro. 

The Noble Pig co-owner John Bates prepares and serves hand-crafted, made-from-scratch sandwiches 
at the Northwest Austin restaurant that opened in September 2010. 

Customer Comments
“I like how unassuming it is. I love hole in the 
walls. The food is phenomenal. My girlfriend 
gets mad when I don’t take her here.”  
—Joshua Saux, Austin

“I like the food. It tastes good. It’s creative. 
Everything is done in-house. The people 
that work here are really friendly. They 
seem committed to what they are doing.” 
—Robert Gregg, Round Rock

“I like the presentation and what I like about 
it is that it’s less than perfect. Less than 
perfect to me means something like fun. It 
tastes terrific.”  
—Bob Friedman, Steiner Ranch

Angela Lunardi’s Favorites
1. Italian Sausage ($7)

Italian sausage, herbs, red onions, 
provolone cheese and tomatoes

2. Deviled egg ($7)
A deviled egg sandwich with romaine 

lettuce and red onion garlic mayonnaise
3. Duck pastrami ($8)

A smoked duck pastrami sandwich  
with Russian dressing and rye pickles
4. Pork and red beans ($2)

A cup of red beans with pork inside

5. Fried egg, potato and cheddar  
sandwich ($4)

A sandwich topped with fried egg, 

potatoes, cheddar cheese and made-in-

house picante sauce, by request

Noble Pig
11815 RM 620 N., Ste. 4
Austin
382-6248
www.noblepigaustin.com
Mon.–Thu. 6 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Fri.–Sun. 6 a.m.–5 p.m. 
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3300 Brushy Creek Road
Visit us on the web at 

RowPaddleBrushyCreek.com

Kayak rental and rowing

Got an hour? Your kayak is ready!
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Model
Homes

Some people decide on Westside Preserve in a matter of minutes.

A FoReStAR GRouP CoMMuNity

Sitterle Homes 250-8000  David Weekley Homes 821-8886
www.WestsidePreserve.com  Sales centers open M-Sat 10-6 & Sun 12-6 

For a price list of available
homes and floorplans

come to the model homes
at 1605 & 1606 

Nelson Ranch Loop.

Homes from the $220’s to $300’s

F I G H T
PROSTATE 
C A N C E R
Texas Oncology played a pivotal role in testing 24 of the last 30 new cancer  

drugs approved by the FDA. With world-class cancer care and research in your 

community, you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com 

HOw TExANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle 

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CeLebRATING
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CORRIDOR

The Railyard and The Depot shopping centers in Cedar Park

The Railyard and The Depot shopping 
centers face FM 1431 to the east of  
US 183. The 10-building complex—The 
Railyard has seven buildings, The Depot 
has three—fronts a busy stretch of 
roadway, which will see a beautification 
project take place in the coming months. 

History

The Railyard Shopping Center is owned 
by Cypress Properties. Both The Railyard 
and The Depot used to be an untouched 
pasture. The shopping centers were built 
in phases from 1999 to 2006. 

Business

 1   Providing maintenance supplies, 
tools, parts and chemicals for pools, Blue 
Bottom Pool & Spa Supply, The Railyard 
Shopping Center, 601 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. 704, opened in July 2010. The shop 
offers complimentary chemical analyses 
of pool water to help customers achieve 
an appropriate chemical balance. Open 
Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. noon–  
4 p.m. 259-7665,  
www.bluebottompoolsupply.com

 2   With more than 35 years experience, 
George Poe opened Cedar Park Jewelry, 
Ste. 112 in The Railyard, in April 2005. 
Cedar Park Jewelry offers watch and 
jewelry repair, custom jewelry design and 
sales of fine jewelry. Open Mon.–Fri.  
9 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.  
259-9430, www.cedarparkjewelry.com

 3   Owner Willie Jackson opened the 
pottery studio Ceramics-N-More in The 
Railyard, Ste. 218, in April 2010. The studio 
allows customers to create artwork and 

Compiled by Victor O’Brien and Jenn Rains

pottery, while also providing workshops 
and large group sessions. Open Mon.  
11 a.m.–6 p.m.; Tue. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.; 
Wed.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.; Sun. noon– 
5 p.m. 528-1157, www.ceramicsam.com

 4   Mark Tiedeken opened the Cigar 
Depot at The Railyard, Ste. 210, in April 
2009. The store specializes in hand-rolled 
cigars, pipe tobacco, pipes, imported 
cigars and cigarettes, and accessories. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. noon–5 p.m.  
986-4505, www.cigardepotrailyard.com

 5   The Railyard Cleaners has been in 
The Railyard, Ste. 234, for more than 10 
years. The store offers professional dry-
cleaning services and clothing alterations, 
along with same-day service if clothing is 
left before 9 a.m. Open Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.– 
7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 866-767-2939, 
www.therailyardcleaners.com

 6   Owner Chris Rockhold offers martial 
arts and kickboxing cardio training at his 
studio, Rockhold Karate at The Railyard, 
Ste. 408. Rockhold educates trainees 
in tang soo do and offers afterschool 
programs. Open Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.– 
9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–noon. 699-9288,  
www.rockholdkarate.com

 7   Simply Irresistible, a gift and home 
decor boutique, has been at The Railyard, 
Ste. 700, since November 2004. The store 
is a full-service design center offering 
upholstering, shutters, window treatments 
and home staging services. Open Mon.–
Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 528-8343,  
www.simplyidecor.com

 8   Offering title insurance, Trinity Title 
of Texas, The Railyard, Ste. 100, has 
escrow officers to help people who are 
closing home loans and obtaining titles for 
property. Open Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.– 
5 p.m. 637-0920, www.trinitytitletx.com

 9   Zero Gravity Gymnastics and 
Cheer, in The Railyard, Ste. 500, has a 
wide variety of gymnastics and cheer 
classes for ages 2 through adult. With 
more than 27 years experience, Cathy 
Zeolla opened the business in February 
2008. Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–8:30 p.m., 
Sat 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 986-5815,  
www.zerogravitygymnasticsandcheer.com

Church

10  After holding services at Blockhouse 
Creek Elementary School since opening 
in 2002, Good News United Methodist 
Church moved to The Railyard, Ste. 
304, in April 2010. The church has land in 
Leander to build a permanent future home. 

Health

11   Offering general and specialty dental 
services, such as fillings, teeth cleanings, 
root canals and orthodontics, Castle 
Dental is located in The Depot, 401 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. C, Ste. 105. Open 
Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.– 
3 p.m. 260-3777, www.castledental.com

12  Dr. Donald Cook and his wife, Lori, 
own Cook Hearing & Balance in The 
Railyard, Ste. 712. The couple conducts 
hearing tests and provides the fittings for 
hearing aids. Open Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.– 
5 p.m. 260-2665, www.cookhearing.com

13  Foot Specialists of Cedar Park 
opened 11 years ago in The Railyard, 
Ste. 226. Foot Specialists focuses on in 
foot and ankle care, including surgeries 
for bunions and hammer toe, along with 
minimally invasive heel pain treatment. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. 259–3338, 
www.austinfeet.com 

Motel

14   Best Western Cedar Inn opened 
in November 1999 as Cedar Park’s 
second hotel. The Best Western, 425 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., is located between The 
Depot and The Railyard shopping centers. 
It is a smoke-free hotel with 40 rooms, 
complimentary breakfast and a swimming 
pool. 259-7300, www.bestwestern.com

Nonprofit

15  The Austin Steam Train Association 
offices are housed at The Depot, Bldg. A, 
Ste. 103. The organization started in 1989 
and began running the tourist train The 
Hill Country Flyer in 1992. The train makes 
trips from Cedar Park to Burnet and has 
the Polar Express ride at Christmas.  
477-8468, www.austinsteamtrain.org

Restaurants and Bars

16  1431 Café, Ste. 300 in The Railyard, 
serves soups, salads, breakfast, 
sandwiches and assorted lunch and 
dinner entrees. Owner Scotty Stroup 
opened the restaurant in March 2009. 
Open daily 6:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m. 528-0018, 
www.1431cafe.com

17   Serving seafood and steak, CR Surf 
N Turf is located in The Railyard Shopping 
Center, 601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 200. 
Owned by Hal Lien, Surf N Turf has a 
diverse menu, ranging from hamburgers 
and steak to fish, shrimp and oysters. 
Open Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat.–Sun. 
11:30 a.m.–9 p.m. 260-0600

18  Fuzzy’s Taco Shop opened in The 
Depot, Bldg. A, Ste. 108 in December 
2010. The Fort Worth–based franchise 
serves Tex-Mex, including its signature fish 
tacos. Open Sun.–Thu. 6:30 a.m.– 
10 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 6:30 a.m.–11 p.m.  
259-8226, www.fuzzystacoshop.com

19  Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar 
offers a full menu and full-service bar and 
has live music on weekends, along with 
poker and pool tournaments. Located 
in The Railyard, Ste. 532, Shooters has 
daily drink specials, televisions and trivia 
for customers. Open daily 11 a.m.–2 a.m. 
260-2060, www.shootersbilliards.net

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.

Aerial photo courtesy  
of Williamson County
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Simply The Best®

Register today at coffeebeanaustin.com and you’ll 
immediately receive a thank you with an exclusive offer.

Austin Locations

Sign up to become  
The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf®  Ambassador.

 Follow us on

coffeebeanaustin.com

© 2011, International Coffee & Tea, LLC
Lone Star Bean is an independently owned and operated franchisee of CBTL Franchising, LLC

The Domain (3220 Amy Donovan Plaza)

41st & Red River  (1000 E. 41st) 

38th & N. Lamar (3718 N. Lamar)

221 S. Lamar
183 & Anderson Mill Rd (NOW OPEN!)

24th & Guadalupe (coming soon)

High School 
Sophomores & Juniors
Free College Planning Class
Several free workshops are being held for the parents of college-bound students in 
the Austin area. They focus on little-known ways to get money for college, no matter 
how much income you make or how good a student you have.

What we cover:
•How to choose the right college for the best price
•How to lower your “out-of-pocket” costs and get the maximum amount of money 

from each school
•Is it possible to attend a private university at a public university price?
•Why procrastination can (and will most likely) cost a family thousands of dollars
•The single biggest mistake that 9 out of 10 parents make when planning for college
•Among lots of other topics...

The FREE workshops are 
being held:

Space is Limited! 
Please register by visiting

 our website at 
www.collegeauthority.com 

or call 877-881-8646.

Saturday, April 23, 2011 at 9:30am
Chez Zee Restaurant
5406 Balcones Dr, Austin

Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 7pm
Lost Creek Country Club
2612 Lost Creek Blvd, Austin

Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at 7pm
Lakeway Activity Center
102 Cross Creek, Lakeway

Check our 
website 
for dates & 
locations of 
additional 
upcoming 
seminars.

Saturday, April 30, 2011 at 9:30am
The Oasis Restaurant
6550 Comanche Trail, Austin

Monday, May 9, 2011 at 7pm
Leander Public Library
1011 S. Bagdad, Leander

Tuesday, May 10, 2011 at 7pm
Round Rock Public Library
216 E. Main St., Round Rock

Saturday, May 14, 2011 at 10:30am
Cedar Park Recreation Center
1435 Main St, Cedar Park
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PEOPLE

By Jenn Rains

Anthony ‘Biff’ Johnson

A s family, friends and 
colleagues mourn the 
unexpected death March 

24 of Leander City Manager 
Anthony “Biff” Johnson, many 
have reflected on the full life he 
led, the positive effect he had on 
others and the legacy he leaves.

“He would wake up every 
morning and say ‘today is a beau-
tiful day,’” said his wife, Serena 
Johnson. “He really meant that 
and he lived it.”

Known for bringing a calming 
spirit to work and relationships, 
those close to him said Johnson 
worked hard but played hard.

“He was not a workaholic, but 
he got things done. He was able to 
get more accomplished by talking 
on the phone with someone,” 
Serena Johnson said.

Round Rock City Manager 
Steve Norwood said there was 
never a dull moment with 
Johnson, whether it was on the 
golf course or at a work function. 
Norwood hired Johnson as public 
works director in Lancaster, 
Texas, in 1995, when Norwood 
was city manager there.

“We vacationed together, we 
went to conferences together and 
we played way too much golf 
together,” Norwood said. “When 
it was time to have fun, [Biff] 
never came up short.”

But, he knew how to take care 
of business and lead a city, Lean-
der Mayor John Cowman said.

His work
Johnson began his career in 

Richardson, Texas, in 1978 as a 
waterline repairman. Over the 
next 23 years, he worked his 
way through the public sec-
tor to become city manager of 

Lancaster and then Wylie. 
When Johnson took the helm 

of Leander, the city had been 
through 10 city managers in 13 
years. Johnson’s arrival provided 
“instant stability,” Cowman said. 
That stability led to an increased 
bond rating.

Cowman said when Johnson 
arrived in Leander on Feb. 1, 
2004, he began aligning the city 
and making decisions needed for 
the future of Leander. 

“He really took control of a city 
that was ready to aspire but didn’t 
have the correct components 
until he arrived,” Cowman said. 
“What he did for the city was 
provide a direction that none of 
us ever believed we could obtain.”

Development Services Director 
Jim Bechtol said looking around 
Leander, Johnson’s mark can be 
seen in the many buildings and 
developments that he helped 
bring, including the police station 
and fire stations.

“All those buildings are going 
to be the lasting memories of his 
legacy,” Bechtol said.

Another lasting impact of 
Johnson’s is the staff he put in 
place over his seven-year tenure, 
Cowman said. 

“The staff he built and the 

council he helped shape will 
guide the future of the City of 
Leander,” Cowman said. “His 
vision will not be lost.”

Serena Johnson said her hus-
band believed hiring good leaders 
was the key to success.

“He always said, ‘if you have 
the right leadership in place, it 
always comes together,’” she said.

Leander Economic Develop-
ment Director Kirk Clennan, 
who also worked with Johnson in 
Lancaster, said one of Johnson’s 
greatest strengths was the ability 
to balance situations and find 
common ground between two 
sides when no one else could. 

He said Johnson was also not 
afraid to be tough in situations, if 
it bettered the city.

Johnson’s expertise extended 
to other parts of Central Texas, as 
he helped with the Brushy Creek 
Regional Utility Authority, which 
will provide water to Cedar Park, 
Leander and Round Rock. 

“Biff was able to draw on his 
experience from the North Texas 
region and present options and 
alternatives for consideration 
during the development of the 
[BCRUA]. In doing so, he was an 
incredibly important piece of the 
BCRUA dialogue,” Brenda Eivens, 
Cedar Park city manager, said.

His character
While Johnson was dedicated 

to performing his job as city 
manager, he had the same dedica-
tion for his son, Drew, and all his 
friendships and relationships.

Known for always having a 
smile, he had a calming effect in 
situations, Norwood said. 

“You could always count on 
one thing with Biff: He always 
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had a positive attitude and he 
always had a smile on his face,” 
Norwood said. 

He said being comfortable with 
people was important to Johnson.

“If he felt like he could trust 
you, you were golden. If he didn’t 
feel like he could trust you, he 
would just kind of pat you on the 
head, give you the basics and send 
you on your way,” Norwood said.

Many of Johnson’s friends said 
his calm nature, willingness to 
help and ability to befriend any-
one characterized his life.

“There was just a level of 
calmness in Biff that I’ve never 
experienced with other friends. 
Nothing bothered him,” Bechtol 
said. “He was also a good friend 
and mentor who was always help-
ing people through rough times.” Comment and find additional content 

 at more.impactnews.com/12165

Anthony “Biff” Johnson served as Leander’s city manager for seven years before his 
unexpected death March 24. Johnson helped the city prepare for future growth and 
fostered regional relationships to help Central Texas.

• APRIL 15-MAY15 •
COME SEE OUR ADORABLE CHILDREN’S FABRICS!

CUSTOM BABY BEDDING
AND BABY GIFTS10% OFF 

Lotus Ob.Gyn
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling 
Obstetrical Care • Annual 

Gynecologic Exams • Treatment of 
Abnormal Pap Smears

 Family Planning • Menopause 
Urinary Incontinence • Minimally 
Invasive Surgery • Treatment of 
Abnormal Bleeding • Da Vinci 

Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   

Lotus Ob.Gyn

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

SAIMA JEHANGIR, 
MD, MPH, FACOG 

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

Dan Shiner, police chief of 
Texarkana, Texas, said he and 
Johnson became friends while 
working together in Lancaster. He 
said what stood out most about 
Johnson was his willingness to 
interact with anyone, regardless 
of his or her station in life.

“Biff had friends and con-
nections all over the place and 
everybody thought well of him. 
He couldn’t go anywhere without 
making new friends,” he said. 

“His outgoing personality 
touched people everywhere,” 
Shiner said. “Personally, it really 
is a huge loss. I really think 
Leander and the public sector 
have [also] really lost somebody 
of value.”

“The staff he built and the 
council he helped shape will 
guide the future of the City of 
Leander. His vision will not be 
lost.”

—John Cowman,
 Leander mayor, on Biff  

Johnson’s impact  
on Leander
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Apply online at ufcu.org, call (512) 498-CARS or  
visit your nearest UFCU branch.
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 72 month 
term and includes up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit,  
the term of your loan and Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.

Comm Impact10x6.5_3-11.indd   1 3/14/11   9:36 AM

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com

Where
everybody
is special

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Homeopathic

HCG SPRAY IS HERE!

11416 RR 620 N., Ste. F (In the Shops at Volente) 
Austin, TX 78726

Over 38 Years of Weight Loss Success
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National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, discusses on March 15 how 
Twitter has been instrumental in business, social and political communication.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Andy Carvin
NPR’s social media strategist discusses Twitter, revolution
Compiled by Kate Hull

Editor’s note: Coffee With Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, is the former 
director of the Digital Divide Network and has written extensively on education and 
technology for PBS.org. Carvin has more than 30,000 Twitter followers and spends about 
16 hours daily tweeting and communicating with a vast list of key individuals who are 
directly involved with many of the international stories he has helped break to the public 
before the national media began coverage. 

In March, Carvin discussed how using Twitter as a reporting tool to cultivate sources 
and develop connections has been a necessary platform for covering revolutions in Tuni-
sia, Egypt, Libya and Bahrain.

How have communications such as Twitter 
played a role in the ... revolutions? 

Before Egypt happened, there was 
Tunisia. There had not been protests like 
that in Tunisia for 25 years because the 
government is so restrictive on freedom of 
assembly, and video was quickly posted on 
YouTube and Facebook. This is a country 
of 11 million people. About 35 percent are 
online. Two million of those 11 million are 
active on Facebook. It didn’t take long for 
videos to start making [their] way around.

Now I do not consider this a social 
media revolution. I think it is totally unfair 
to say that, even though it is clear that 
social media was used for so many things. 

How did you build these relationships with 
the people who follow you on Twitter? 

By building relationships—it is as simple 
as that. I always use Twitter as a conversa-
tion and not as a publishing mechanism. If 
I see someone on Twitter say ‘good morn-
ing’ I write back and say, ‘Good morning. 
What are you up to today?’ I have really 
worked hard to expand my Twitter base 
with people that have certain areas of 
expertise.

I have done a lot of work in online disas-
ter response and I have a lot of friends in 
crisis response. I also have a lot of human 
rights workers, reporters and news junkies 
following me that all help out ... .

How have you developed a means to verify 
information through ... Twitter? 

There is no reason for me to pretend that 
I know everything on a given topic because 
I think it is an absolute fact that my com-
munity knows a lot more about these 
subjects than I ever will. Give me a topic, 
and I will find people who know more and 
get them to share it with me. 

The economics of social media—not in 
the money sense but in terms of the trans-
actional relationships—it is all about the 
currency in generosity and reciprocity in 
the best sense of the word. I’ll help you and 
you can help me and in the long run, it will 
be good for all of us. 

What advice would you give local 
businesses and news organizations on 
how to engage their audience?

The advice I give to local NPR and PBS 
stations is to get yourself on Twitter and 
see whom you already know there. Ask 
publicly, ‘Who are the best Twitter folks 
in town and why are you following them?’ 
Also, ‘Which local businesses are using it?’ 
It is amazing at how many companies are 
seeing this as their way to reinvent the rela-
tionships they have with their public. And 
I use that over consumer because these 
people don’t just consume anymore. 
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Comment at more.impactnews.com/12164

The  Education  Progress  Report  has  the  answer.    This  annual  publication  tracks  school  
district  progress  in  graduating  students  who  are  ready  for  college  or  the  workplace.

www.austinchamber.com/edureports

VIEW  REPORTS  FOR:        Austin,  Del  Valle,  Eanes,  Hays,  Hutto,  

LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL: 
Are your graduates ready?

Chen Zhou, M.D.
Board Certified Internal Medicine

Primary Care 
and Internal 
Medicine 
Practice

183

45

Hymeadow Dr.
Lake C

re
ek Pkwy.

Accepting Medicare Patients 
and most major insurances

Same day appointments available

512-258-8300
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Lakeway When Chris Salles 
moved into his home in Senna 
Hills in 2000, he was given a 
choice between electricity and 
gas for heating his home. He was 
told if he chose gas it would be 
propane—a byproduct of natural 
gas. But, he was told, he would 
eventually be switched to natural 
gas, a less expensive source. 
Eleven years later—with propane 
providers changing hands several 
times—Salles and his neighbors 
are still waiting for another viable 
option to propane. 
In winter 2009, Salles calculated 
that with much lower-than-aver-
age temperatures, his bills should 
have increased about 37 percent, 
but actually, he said they went 
up 100 percent in his neighbor-
hood, versus the average national 
increase of 9 percent. 
“I looked into it and found out 
there is no regulation on these 
propane companies. There’s a 
monopoly in these neighbor-
hoods, and they can charge 
whatever they want,” Salles said. 

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

2010 Census shows Round Rock becoming more diverse than ever Local representative calls for propane 
regulation to allow competitionRound Rock While the 

explosive growth of the Hispanic 
population in and around Wil-
liamson County has grabbed 
most of the headlines, minority 
populations of various races and 
ethnicities have been quietly 
surging in Round Rock and 
Round Rock Independent School 
District since 2000.

The result has been a transfor-
mation of communities, schools 
and businesses from what has 
been a primarily white region 
into one that is increasingly 
diverse.

“I see Round Rock … it’s kind 
of its own little melting pot 
because we have so much culture 
and so much diversity and oppor-
tunity here,” said Selicia Sanchez, 
a longtime Round Rock resident 
and owner of Think Group Aus-
tin, a market research company.

The percentage of Round 
Rock residents who identified 
themselves as black or African-
American increased from 7.7 
percent to 9.8 percent between 
the 2000 and 2010 censuses. 
The Asian population increased 
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from 2.9 percent to 5.9 percent 
and Hispanics and Latinos went 
from about 22 percent of the 
population to 29 percent.

Residents and officials alike say 
minority groups come to Round 
Rock for the same reasons as 
others do: good schools, a strong 
business climate, low property 
taxes and a community that is 
learning to embrace its diversity.

Laura Alcorta’s job itself is a 
testament to the diversity that 
is transforming Round Rock 
ISD. Now in her ninth year as 
director of student diversity and 

learning programs, Alcorta’s 
job is to oversee supplemental 
federal and state programs. 

Bilingual students are one of 
the fastest-growing groups in 
the district. Alcorta said that in 
the early 2000s, four elemen-
tary campuses were designated 
bilingual—the state mandates a 
bilingual program when at least 
20 students across the district 
in any one grade level share the 
same non-English language. Next 
school year, there will be 12.
Full story by Blake Rasmussen at
more.impactnews.com/12095

“They own the system, they own 
the lines. There’s no option to 
switch providers.”
While Salles has considered 
converting his home entirely to 
electricity, it would be a costly 
move, and others in similar posi-
tions would not be able to switch 
because of the systems already in 
place in their homes. 
Senna Hills, Lake Point, Span-
ish Oaks, Falconhead and 
Falconhead West are just a few 
of the neighborhoods that have 
limited-to-no options apart from 
propane. 
Full story by Tiffany Young at
more.impactnews.com/12221
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Austin Commons development in Northwest Austin 
gets a Houston-area buyer
Austin Tenants at the Austin Com-
mons development  may have been a bit 
surprised to find in January that they 
were getting a new landlord because St. 
Croix Capital Corp. had not mentioned 
any plans to put it on the market. That 
is, until Houston-area firm Black Forest 
came knocking.

Black Forest, based in The Wood-
lands, bought the eight-acre mixed-use 
development at 11101 Burnet Road 
with plans to build on the remaining 
undeveloped acreage, said Sean Quinn, 
senior asset manager. 

He said the company will complete a 
study about what would be an appropri-
ate use for the land and that multifamily 
apartments are at the top of the list.

“Before we jump in and start develop-
ing the land, we want to understand the 
area,” Quinn said, adding other pos-
sible uses for the development include 

commercial, medical and retail.
“There are no immediate plans to 

begin Phase 2,” Quinn said.
He said he expects the study on 

whether multifamily housing is the best 
option to be complete by the end of the 
third quarter. That study will look at 
apartment vacancies in the area, which 
units leased out the quickest, existing 
apartments in the area and whether 
renting or selling the apartments is the 
best option.

Austin Commons has about 26,000 
square feet of retail space, of which 
about 3,000 square feet are vacant. 
Tenants include Freebirds World Bur-
rito, Firehouse Subs, CRT Flooring, 
Star Physical Therapy, Froots, Detour 
Domain Neighborhood Bar, Ryu of 
Japan and Bamboo Bistro.
Full story by Amy Deis at  
more.impactnews.com/12041
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Lakeway School districts across Texas 
are slashing millions of dollars from 
budgets as the state Legislature determines 
how much less state support public schools 
will receive in the next two years.

Currently, the figure is  
$9.8 billion over the next biennium. At the 
local level, Lake Travis ISD and Eanes ISD 
are each cutting their budgets by  
$5 million to $6 million for the 2011–12 
school year.

Reductions include supplies, programs 
and benefits. While many positions have 
been consolidated or eliminated, so far 
teachers have been spared.

Lake Travis ISD, a district with eight 
schools and more than 7,000 students, is 
expected to receive $5.4 million less from 
the state in the following two years. Before 
the news arrived, however, the district 
planned to cut $2.8 million.

“Even before these state budget cuts, 
there were some deficiencies in the state 
system that we knew we were going to run 
into,” said Johnny Hill, assistant superin-
tendent for business, financial and auxiliary 
services for LTISD. “So, we were already 
doing long-term initiatives and simply try-
ing to cut things out of our budget that we 
could operate without.”

These early reductions included 
5 percent to 6 percent cuts from the 
transportation, maintenance and athletic 

Eanes, Lake Travis school districts bracing for cuts
State cuts may 

erase school positions

Lake Travis ISD
2011–12 Budget before cuts:

$81 million
Total proposed cuts: 

$5.4 million, 6.66 percent

Proposed cost-saving actions:
•	 Absorb new positions in 2011–12
•	 Eliminate positions through attrition
•	 Reduce programs and benefits

Eanes ISD
2011–12 Budget before cuts: 

$66.4 million
Total proposed cuts: 

$6.3 million, 9.48 percent

Proposed cost-saving actions:
•	 Eliminate 50 non-teacher positions*
•	 Eliminate 48 teacher positions 

through staffing ratio change
•	 Reduce overtime, stipends, 

supplemental pay

Sources: Eanes ISD and Lake Travis ISD

*Some of the 50 positions may reflect an employee 
moving from a full-time to a part-time position.

departments. The district also increased 
middle school class sizes from 25 students 
per teacher to 28 students per teacher and 
instituted a seven-period school day. 
Full story by Taylor Short at
more.impactnews.com/12222
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Impacts

In the News
Austin The Alamo Draft-
house announced in March it 
has partnered with Fandango, 
one of the nation’s largest tick-
eting websites, to sell Draft-
house tickets online. Fandan-
go’s online and mobile ticketing 
will cover first-run films at all 
Drafthouse locations, as well 
as the theater’s special brand of 
signature programming, which 
includes sing-alongs, quote-
alongs, live score films and 
feasts. www.drafthouse.com, 
www.fandango.com

Round Rock The City of 
Round Rock was named one of 
SportsEvents Magazine’s “Des-
tinations to Watch in 2011,” 
which recognizes destinations 
and venues for hosting athletic 
competitions. Round Rock was 
acknowledged for excellence 
in the destinations and venues 
category. Planners nominated 
their favorite places for hosting 
sports events.  
www.sportsevents 
magazine.com

Wag-A-Bag 
2604 Sunrise Road
Round Rock
255-1029
www.wagabag.com

Austin Leonard Moore no 
longer arrives already stressed at 
his job as a professor of African-
American history at The Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin.

Since the first day Capital 
Metro opened the MetroRail in 
March 2010, Moore has taken the 
train from the Howard station 
in Northwest Austin to the MLK 
station, shaving minutes off his 
commute from Round Rock.

“Capital Metro is doing a lot,” 
he said. “The suburbs need to 
do a better job. There’s no mass 
transit.”

Moore said Capital Metro is 
visionary for building a system as 
the city of Austin and its sur-
rounding suburbs grow. He has 
lived in Cleveland and Baton 
Rouge, La., but said Capital 
Metro is doing mass transit right.

 Reliable service was one goal 
the Capital Metro board of direc-
tors laid out for operating the line.

President and CEO Linda 
Watson said in early March that 
the MetroRail had experienced 

Wag-A-Bag First year of Capital Metro’s Red Line brings 
expanded service, room to grow system
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Round Rock Adorning the 
walls of a conference room at 
Wag-A-Bag’s headquarters are 
photos of each and every store 
the company has opened—and 
in some cases closed—during its 
more than 45 years in and around 
Round Rock.

“We have a lot of stores here 
that we’ve closed, but they’re still 
important in our life. We built 
them, we managed them, we grew 
them,” said Nancy Rabb, vice 
president and wife of Wag-A-Bag 
founder, the late Virg Rabb.

“They may go out of our lives, 
but they don’t go off the wall.”

That personal connection to 
every store the family has opened 
since Virg Rabb founded the first 

one in Round Rock 
in 1964 is one of the 
defining traits of the 
chain of convenience 
stores and gas stations.

Wag-A-Bag is a 
family operation, both 
literally and figura-
tively. Last summer, 
the third generation of 
Rabbs—Spencer Rabb, 

the son of company president 
Cary Rabb, who is Virg and 
Nancy’s son—worked for the 
company at the age of 13.

Cary Rabb recalls starting 
even younger than that.
Full story by Blake Rasmussen at
more.impactnews.com/12085

Business News Report
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no accidents and had a 98 percent 
on-time performance record over 
the past year. A collision between 
the MetroRail and a vehicle 
occurred March 24 in Cedar 
Park.

“In talking to our customers, 
90 percent would recommend 
service to others,” Watson said. 
“That’s an extremely high num-
ber in any business.”

The Red Line officially opened 
March 22, 2010. By October 
2010, about 850 people rode the 
MetroRail each day. 
Full story by Amy Deis at
more.impactnews.com/12037
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Lakeway Entrepreneur Thomas 
Maione, one-time stunt skier 
and self-proclaimed recover-
ing workaholic, operates two 
seemingly opposite businesses on 
Lake Travis and in South Austin.

The connection, however, it is a 
simple one, he said—whether its 
indoor laser tag or boating on the 
water, he helps people have fun.

Some days he watches over 
Blazertag Adventure Center in 
South Austin. Others, he is far 
from downtown at the Briar-
cliff Marina, tucked away in the 
serene cove of Cat Hollow in 
Spicewood.

“This is something I’ve always 
wanted to do,” Maione said. 
“My background is in customer 
service and I tend to like help-
ing people have fun with things, 
whatever that may be. In this  

Briarcliff Marina
406 Sleat Drive, Briarcliff
264-2666
www.briarcliffmarina.com
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business, it’s helping people 
have fun with the lake.”

A love of water was instilled 
in him from an early age, hav-
ing grown up around boat-
ing. With a passion for skiing, 
Maione said he began per-
forming in a stunt show. This 
interest stayed with him when 
Maione and his wife, Diana, 
moved to Briarcliff, about four 
miles northwest of Lakeway, in 
1995 and in 2005, he purchased 
the marina.

At that time, the marina was 
underserving the community. 
As a resident of Briarcliff, 
Maione said the marina is now 
more community-oriented, 
with the business donating 
prizes such as rental time and 
cash to events in the area.
Full story by Taylor Short at  
more.impactnews.com/12218

The Steeping Room
Austin Amy March said some 
of her fondest childhood memo-
ries were shared over a cup of 
tea with her mother and grand-
mothers, so spreading her pas-
sion for the soothing beverage 
seemed like a natural next step

“As a child, tea was just part of 
my family. We drank tea every 
day,” March said. “The treasured 
things I have from my deceased 
grandmothers are their teapots 
and tea collections.”

In March 2007, March and 
her longtime friend Emily 
Morrison opened The Steeping 
Room, which focuses on tea and 
healthy, well-balanced meals 
made from scratch. Located at 
11410 Century Oaks Terrace, The 
Steeping Room was one of the 
first two restaurants to open at 
The Domain.

Prior to opening The Steep-
ing Room, March ran a holistic 
health practice in New York 
and worked as a personal chef 
specializing in tea. After moving 
to Austin seven years ago, she 
teamed up with Morrison—who 
has worked as a caterer and 
restaurant manager—and they 

The Steeping Room
11410 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. 112, Austin
977-8337
www.thesteepingroom.com

Mon.–Thu., 8 a.m.–9 p.m.;  
Fri.–Sat, 8 a.m.–10 p.m.; 
Sun., 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

Braker Ln.
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began developing the concept for 
The Steeping Room. 

The modern-style cafe is deco-
rated with cactus and colorful 
teapots and includes an indoor 
dining room and outdoor patio. 
March said she and Morrison 
created the space to appeal to all 
kinds of people, from business 
people on lunch break to parents 
having tea parties with their 
children. 

“We view it as a space of com-
munity meeting,” March said. 
“Tea is a very social beverage.”

The restaurant’s overarching 
principle is to offer healthy foods 
influenced by the teas it serves 
and the cultures from which 
they come. The Steeping Room 
sells up to a 120 types of tea from 
countries around the world, 
including China, Japan, India 
and South Africa. 

The food has no artificial 
ingredients, and almost every-
thing on the menu can be made 
gluten-free. The eatery also offers 
a wide range of vegetarian and 
vegan options. 

March and Morrison said it 
was important that they serve 

food they personally feel good 
about eating. 
Full story by Rebecca LaFlure at  
more.impactnews.com/12031

Dining
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Kent Ln.

event brought to you by:

your official 
guide to

Saturday, May 7, 2011 • 10 a.M. to 11 p.M.
twin lakes family ymca
204 E. LittLE ELM traiL, CEdar park

ymca kids’ Zone:
All tickets are $1 and wristbands can be 
purchased for $10 for unlimited access to 
climbing tower and inflatables. Tickets can be 
purchased within the Kids’ Zone or at the ticket 
offices at the center of the park. 

parking:
 Free parking will be available at the Twin Lakes YMCA and along Little Elm Trail (one way).

 Parking is available at the Twin Lakes Fellowship within walking distance to the park via marked trail.

 Shuttles will also be running throughout the day from the Great American Insurance Group
 parking lot at 11200 Lakeline Blvd. in Cedar Park. 

games & rides:
Carnival games Free (includes prizes)
Climbing tower 2 tickets or $10 
 wristband unlimited access
Six inflatables 1 ticket each or $10 
 wristband unlimited access
Hamster ball 5 tickets per time
Zip line 5 tickets per zip
Spinner ride 3 tickets per ride
Super slide  3 tickets per ride

food & beverages:
Hotdogs  2 tickets
Chips 1 ticket
Sno cones 2 tickets
Soft drinks & water 2 tickets

n

n
183

183

Li
tt

le
 E

lm
 T

ra
il

Li
tt

le
 E

lm
 T

ra
il

A
very R

anch B
lvd.

La
ke

lin
e 

B
lv

d.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

S. Bell Blvd.
B

ru
sh

y 
C

re
ek

 R
eg

io
na

l T
ra

il

Brushy Creek 
Regional Trail

3

3

2

2

1

1

entrance gate:
Gate will open at 10:00 a.m. Entry is $5 per person. Children 
ages 3 and under are free. Attendees can pay at the gate 
and will receive a wristband that allows re-entry into the park 
throughout the day. Wristbands will be pre-sold at the Twin 
Lakes YMCA and the Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce until 
May 6th. No outside food or drink are permitted in the park. 

BaCk EntranCE to park:
This entrance is not open to the public. 
Cookers, vendors and volunteers may 
enter through this gate, and must have a 
wristband to re-enter.

183A
TOLL

Advertisement
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tickets:
Food, beverages and YMCA Kids’ Zone activities are only available for 
purchase with tickets. Tickets are $1 each and can be purchased at 
these offices. Wristbands that allow unlimited access to the climbing 
tower and inflatables in the YMCA Kids’ Zone can be purchased for $10. 
Food items range in price from $1 to $6, soft drinks are $2, beer is $4, 
wine is $5 and margaritas are $6. An additional ticket office is located 
within the YMCA Kids’ Zone. An ATM machine will be available.

For more information, call the Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce at 260-7800 or visit cedarparkchamber.org.
Illustration by: Lisa Rehbein, Community Impact Newspaper

main bbQ cookoff area:
Cookers from around the state will 
compete in this IBCA-sanctioned event. 
Awards will be given for best brisket, ribs, 
chicken, salsa, beans and cook’s choice. 
Cookers can contact the chamber office 
for a registration form. Call the chamber 
office at 260-7800 for more information. 

bbQ judging area:
The public is invited to judge and must 
register with the Cedar Park Chamber 
of Commerce prior to the event. Limited 
spots are available. Call the chamber 
office at 260-7800 for more information. 

Pavilion

Vendor and volunteer parking

event headQuarters:
This building is reserved for event staff 
and volunteer check-in, but will also be the 
location to which lost children and personal 
belongings are brought. 

BuSinESS Expo:
Local businesses will be showcasing their 
products and services throughout the day 
at the business expo. Some businesses 
will be located indoors, while others will be 
stationed outdoors along the main road that 
runs through the park. 

stage schedule:
11:00–11:30: Culin Karate Center 

11:30–12:00: Cedar Park Dance Company

12:00–12:30: Zero Gravity Gymnastics & Cheer

12:30–2:00: Kevin Haywood

2:00–4:00: Jim Nosler

5:00–6:00: Texas Tall Boys, set 1

6:00–7:00: BBQ awards announcement

7:00–8:00: Texas Tall Boys, set 2

9:00–11:00: Sam Riggs Band 

food court:
Fuzzy’s Tacos
Nachos 3 tickets
Smokey Mo’s BBQ
Sausage wrap 3 tickets
Chopped beef sandwich 5 tickets
Frito pie 5 tickets
Marco’s Pizza
Pepperoni roll 2 tickets
Pizza by the slice 3 tickets
Carl’s Jr. Charbroiled Burgers
Famous Star with cheese and fries 4 tickets
Western Bacon Cheeseburger and fries 5 tickets
Double Western Bacon Cheeseburger and fries 6 tickets
Super Star Cheeseburger and fries 6 tickets
Popcorn 1 ticket
Cotton Candy 1 ticket
Funnel cakes 5 tickets
Soft drinks & water 2 tickets

bar:
Beer 4 tickets
Wine 5 tickets
Margaritas  6 tickets

183
S. Bell Blvd.

entrance gate:
Gate will open at 10:00 a.m. Entry is $5 per person. Children 
ages 3 and under are free. Attendees can pay at the gate 
and will receive a wristband that allows re-entry into the park 
throughout the day. Wristbands will be pre-sold at the Twin 
Lakes YMCA and the Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce until 
May 6th. No outside food or drink are permitted in the park. 

the texas tallboys
sam riggs band

Advertisement
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Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

REAL ESTATE

Gann Ranch
Cedar Park – 78613

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: American Premier Homes, 
Eaglewood Homes, Lloyd Wayne Homes, 
Wilshire Homes, Legendary American Homes, 
B&L Custom Homes, Buffington Homes, Main 
Street Homes 

Number of homes: 396

Low/high square footage: 1,160–3,800

Estimated HOA dues: $180–$300 annually

Amenities: Neighborhood park and pool 

Nearby attractions: 

Adjacent to 47-acre Veterans Memorial Park, 
hike and bike path, near Toll 183A and the 
Capital Metro Red Line

2503 Nightshade Drive $169,000
4 bedroom / 2 bath 1,761 sq. ft.
Agent: Lloyd Potts, Monterey Real Estate
677-0023

2101 Wheaton Trail $195,000
4 bedroom / 3 bath 2,712 sq. ft.
Agent: Malita Jones, Sky Realty
497-6442

2106 Ariella Drive $220,000
4 bedroom / 3.5 bath 3,324 sq. ft.
Agent: Mary Boatright, RE/MAX Capital City II
426-1881

2013 Barnett Drive $124,900
3 bedroom / 2 bath 1,340 sq. ft.
Agent: Michele Risko, J.B. Goodwin
762-9321

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

5 7 62

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

32 1,263/3,208 $77,600/$217,000

On the market  (As of March 22, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (March 31, 2010–March 31, 2011)

Property taxes:

City of Cedar Park                                0.493501
Williamson County                                0.459999
Austin Community College                   0.095100
Williamson County FM/RD                   0.030000
Leander ISD                                          1.454800
Upper Brushy Creek WC&ID 1A           0.020000

Total (per $100 value) ______________2.55340

Leander ISD schools

• Knowles Elementary School

• Running Brushy Middle School

• Leander High School

New Hope Dr.

B
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Whitestone Blvd.

1431
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data Cedar Park and Leander

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

CLN* CLS* CLN CLS

Less than $100,000 18 1 60 276

$100,000–$149,900 211 39 80 91

$150,000–$199,900 130 105 59 87

$200,000–$299,900 64 181 101 82

$300,000–$399,900 29 53 111 72

$400,000–$499,900 18 17 117 61

$500,000–$749,900 17 8 135 146

$750,000–$999,900 3 1 169 31

$1 million + 3 1 422 337

Month

Number of homes for sale Number of homes for sale

CLN CLS CLN CLS

March 2011 56 58 $183,598 $215,308

March 2010 110 88 $171,785 $236,506

Feb. 2011 43 42 $201,416 $231,616

Jan. 2011 53 33 $166,275 $232,807

Dec. 2010 55 58 $190,734 $211,649

Nov. 2010 51 47 $161,700 $223,426

Oct. 2010 55 49 $178,345 $231,205

Sept. 2010 41 55 $182,295 $249,118

Aug. 2010 78 70 $172,603 $228,976

On the market  (March 1–31) Monthly home sales

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 2700 Brindisi Way 4br/2ba $355,000 3,179 Gerri Misko 426-2814 Prudential Texas Realty

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 2704 Corabella Place 4br/2ba $285,000 2,574 Ellen Kelsey 422-0481 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 703 Coomes 3br/2ba $224,900 2,214 Arthur Jistel 771-1404 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2027 Nelson Ranch Loop 3br/2ba $302,711 2,815 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 417 Oakridge Pass 3br/2ba $155,000 1,694 Kirk Foyle 293-2207 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Townhomes 401 Buttercup Creek 3br/2ba $125,000 1,223 Sondra Chambers 466-2106 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Townhomes 1600 Churchill Cove 3br/2ba $149,900 1,504 Larry Lewis 637-8455 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Ranchettes 2202 Bois D Arc 4br/2ba $87,900 1,248 Mary Rodriguez 300-6019 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Town Center 1506 Big Bend Drive 4br/2ba $149,900 1,945 Betsy Doss 744-4555 RE/MAX Capital City

78613 Cedar Park Coventry Crossing 2517 Glen Field Drive 3br/2ba $134,777 1,880 Mike Kight 924-6524 RE/MAX Capital City II

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills 1019 Audra 4br/2ba $144,000 1,598 Kimberly Montgomery 709-3094 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Mill 1322 Nightingale 3br/2ba $215,000 2,101 Guy Denson 923-3403 e-Executive Realty

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1105 Antelope Ridge 4br/2ba $182,000 1,860 Jessica Dodge 514-1700 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 100 Crockett 3br/2ba $165,000 2,040 Lisa Nauert 217-3762 Avalar Austin

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2013 Barnett Drive 3br/2ba $124,900 1,340 Michele Risko 762-9321 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 2208 Founder Drive 4br/2ba $164,900 2,341 Will Scott 464-1211 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78613 Cedar Park Quarry Oaks 703 Post Oak Circle 3br/2ba $146,900 1,782 Patricia Smith 637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Quest Village 614 Fence Post 4br/3ba $169,000 2,216 Tony Garrant 779-6744 Sellstate Classic Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 602 Frontier Lane 4br/2ba $319,000 3,034 Amber Hart 415-9023 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 710 Frontier Lane 5br/3ba $299,999 3,120 Marty Kaye 799-7355 RE/MAX Capital City II

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 813 Arrowhead Trail 4br/3ba $350,000 3,248 Lisa Billingsley 848-6888 Crystal Falls Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 606 Riley Trail 5br/3ba $349,000 3,717 Susan Rock 382-4320 ROCK Properties

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 2210 Bent Bow 4br/2ba $169,900 2,597 Robert Guest 567-1672 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 1107 Van Horn Way 4br/2ba $193,000 2,274 Paul Azevedo 638-2872 e-Executive Realty

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 2417 Drifting Leaf 5br/4ba $319,900 3,258 Elizabeth Pinney 970-2606 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 400 Gadwall Lane 4br/2ba $265,000 2,356 Douglas young 762-7761 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78613 Cedar Park Sunset Ridge 2930 Grand Oaks Loop 2br/2ba $207,000 1,894 Leah Ionnotti 590-9887 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2708 Copford Lane 4br/3ba $539,000 4,188 Ken Bartlett 418-1435 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2514 Ben Doran Court 3br/2ba $285,000 2,133 Rosemarie Brennan 577-8008 Keller Williams Realty

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 715 Walsh Hill Trail 4br/3ba $274,631 2,314 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 529 Cameron Cove 4br/3ba $307,565 2,714 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78641 Leander Block House Creek 1004 Bordeaux 3br/2ba $136,500 1,673 Kari Cooper 965-4241 Goldwasser Real Estate

78641 Leander Block House Creek 1207 Pine Portage Loop 3br/2ba $135,000 1,725 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Block House Creek 15019 Big Falls 3br/2ba $159,900 2,251 Bob Ratliff 744-4565 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2030 Foothills 4br/2ba $229,000 2,544 Mike Kight 924-6524 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 1607 Lions Den 3br/2ba $245,000 3,055 Tonya Nieto 914-8040 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78641 Leander Caprock at Crystal Falls 2304 Gift Horse Pass 3br/2ba $362,153 2,571 Kevin Elliott 347-7740 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander County Glen 502 Tyrone Drive 3br/2ba $140,000 1,625 Melanie Smith 258-6677 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78641 Leander Cypress Acres 14109 FM Road 2769 3br/3ba $639,000 2,567 Susan Palomino 300-3547 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Estates at North Creek Ranch 701 Camino Real Drive 3br/2ba $119,900 1,617 Robert Guest 567-1672 Keller Williams Realty

ZIP code guide
78613 Cedar Park
78641 Leander
78717 Austin

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, 
while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

703 Coomes, Cedar Park $224,900

1105 Antelope Ridge, Cedar Park $182,000

710 Frontier Lane, Cedar Park $299,999

2708 Copford Lane, Cedar Park $539,000

2304 Gift Horse Pass, Leander $362,153
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78641 Leander Estates at North Creek Ranch 802 Camino Real Drive 4br/2ba $123,900 1,745 Jeannette Morrison 233-9775 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Estates at North Creek Ranch 805 Rancho Viejo 4br/2ba $134,900 2,080 Karla Jordan 657-4292 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1327 Pasa Tiempo 4br/4ba $489,900 3,704 Russell Tam 695-5860 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2805 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3ba $625,000 3,868 Donald Hemingway 789-3356 Crystal Falls Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1713 Mira Vis 4br/3ba $435,000 3,164 Lisa Billingsley 848-6888 Crystal Falls Realty

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3705 Goodnight Trail 4br/3ba $569,900 4,160 Beverly Roddy 497-9247 Pacesetter Properties

78641 Leander Horizon Park 303 Fairfield Loop 3br/2ba $147,500 1,730 Mary Boatright 426-1881 RE/MAX Capital City II

78641 Leander Horizon Park 110 Presidio 3br/2ba $127,500 1,566 John Porter 563-8176 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78641 Leander Mason Creek North 821 Dew Drop Lane 3br/1ba $104,900 1,127 James Watson 964-5151 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Oak Ridge 1502 River Oak Drive 3br/2ba $149,900 1,741 Elizabeth Hirst 947-3376 Pacesetter Properties

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1210 yountville Drive 4br/1ba $199,900 2,925 Allan Griego 705-0610 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78641 Leander Sandy Creek Ranches 24301 Long Hollow 3br/2ba   $97,500 1,560 Rise’ D. Johns 267-5246 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78641 Leander Summerlyn 104 Housefinch Loop 4br/2ba $153,125 2,206 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Summerlyn 192 Barn Owl Loop 4br/2ba $165,490 2,137 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Summerlyn 307 King Elder 3br/2ba $137,495 1,695 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78641 Leander Summerlyn 741 Kingfisher 4br/2ba $157,500 2,002 Mary Beth Kamnetz 589-9845 Pacesetter Properties

78641 Leander Summerlyn 108 Loggerhead 4br/2ba $162,000 2,578 Kimberly Perez 535-8444 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78641 Leander Westview Meadows 306 Katherine 3br/2ba $125,000 1,803 Linda Graves 744-4584 RE/MAX Capital City III

78641 Leander Westview Meadows 205 Carol Ave. 4br/2ba $125,000 1,946 Craig Smyser 735-7200 RE/MAX Capital City

78645 Leander Waterford on Lake Travis 1112 Watercliffe Drive 4br/4ba $1,500,000 3,904 Doatsy Shrake 565-3336 Amelia Bullock, REALTORS

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 12045 Springs Head 4br/3ba $183,000 1,712 Kenn Renner 423-5626 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 11517 Running Brush Lane 3br/2ba $205,000 2,328 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Ranch North 9804 Whitley Bay Drive 5br/4ba $449,000 4,172 Lisa Kosub young 637-8232 Keller Williams Realty

78717 Austin Avery Ranch West 14100 Avery Ranch 2br/2ba $175,000 1,357 Patricia Vincent 657-0772 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78717 Austin Avery Ranch West 14601 Ballyclarc Drive 4br/2ba $254,900 2,458 Vince Martinez 785-4288 Keller Williams Realty

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12159

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 03/02/11 and 04/01/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the 
timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

1327 Pasa Tiempo, Leander $489,900

12045 Springs Head, Austin $183,000

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

821 Dew Drop Lane, Leander $104,900

Accepting new patients 

located next to 
Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

1401 Medical Parkway B Ste. 410 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkobgyn.com

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-9191

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-3636

• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

BUY ONE NOTEBOOK 
FOR $499+, 

GET ONE 50% OFF! 
(up to $175 discount)

Not valid with any other offers and good while 
supplies last. One coupon per person. 

Not valid on previous sales. 
While supplies last. Expires 5/20/11.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

NOW 
OFFERING 

the latest 4G Wimax 
Internet Service!

Downtown Austin:  24th & Rio Grande  474-6060
 M-F 10-6 Sat 11-4

Cedar Park:  1890 Ranch Shopping Ctr  260-9393 
M-F 10-7 Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (next to Half Price Books)

www.mrnotebook.com

FREE DIAGNOSTICS/
EVALUATION ON ANY 

NOTEBOOK OR 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 

Not valid with any other offers. One coupon 
per person. Not valid on previous sales. 

Expires 5/20/11.
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NewHomes and Communities

Taylor Morrison, Steiner Ranch  
– A Winning Combination
T aylor Morrison brings luxury living 

to the majestic beauty of Steiner 
Ranch with its six breath-taking com-
munities.Emerald Ridge, Fairways, Laurel 
Canyon, Mediterra, Palisades and Shade-
stone Villas range in price from the $260s 
to over $500,000 and offer beautiful hill 
country views.

 “We take great care in designing and 
planning out features, amenities and 
landscapes to make our properties stand 
out,” explains Jeff Hudson, vice president 
of Sales and Marketing at Taylor Morrison. 
“We take advantage of the existing views 
and design our land plan around it.”

Taylor Morrison offers unique and vibrant 
floor plans for buyers in every stage of life, 

from first-time buyers to empty-nesters. 
Their newest community, Fairways at 

Steiner Ranch, is located on The Univer-
sity of Texas Golf Course and features 
home sites along the third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth and holes of the award-winning 
course. Homes at the Fairways start at 
$260 and range in size from 1,841 to 
2,745 sq. ft. Floor plans feature three to 
four bedrooms and two- to three-car 
garages.

One of Steiner Ranch’s most attractive 
features is access to outstanding Leander 
ISD schools. Residents also can enjoy 
manicured hike and bike trails and access 
to the Bella Mar community center, which 
features a pool, playscape, soccer fields, 

baseball diamond, picnic area and tennis 
courts. And of course, nearby Lake Austin 
provides hours of recreational fun.

With dedicated green space surrounding 
much of the development, and plentiful 
views of the scenic rolling terrain avail-
able from many home sites, Steiner Ranch 
delivers the very best of laid back, yet 
luxurious Austin living. 

And now, Taylor Morrison is giving 
everyone the chance to win the home 
of their dreams. Enter the Dream Home 
Giveaway contest between by June 30, 
2011, and you could win a single-family 
home in any of Taylor Morrison’s commu-
nities in the U.S. Tell a friend and you could 
win other prizes. Already buying a Taylor 
Morrison home? Enter the contest and 
win $5,000 in designer upgrades. 

To learn more about Taylor Morrison, 
and to enter their Dream Home Give-
away, visit taylormorrison.com.

IN
SI

D
E Highland Homes 

has opened in another 
phase in Crystal Falls.

Page 41

David Weekley
celebrates their 25th 
year of building homes 
in the Austin area.

Page 39

Jimmy Jacobs 
Features Custom 
Home Communities 
Throughout Austin

Page 40

One of Taylor Morrison’s more popular floor plans – the Sorrento – is available at Steiner Ranch.

Santa Cruz A 
Study, Open Great Room, dining area, Hardwood 
floors throughout, Oil Rubbed Bronze fixtures, 
Covered Patio, Elegant Tile Roof, 2 car garage w/ 
cedar garage doors

11716 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000    

Coronado B
Two story, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Master and 
Guest Bedroom on first floor, Large corner lot, Bay 
window at Master Bedroom, Extensive Hard Wood 
Floors, Granite – Kitchen and Master Oil Rubbed 
Bronze fixtures, Covered Patio & Balcony, Elegant 
Tile Roof, 2.5 car garage w/ cedar garage doors 

11500 Shadestone Terrace  $499,950

 Santa Cruz A 
One story, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,  Dining room/ 
study/formal living room, Open Great Room,  
Dining area Hardwood floors throughout, Covered 
Patio, Elegant Tile Roof,  2.5 car garage w/ cedar 
garage doors 

11600 Shadestone Terrace  $349,000
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Dream Home Giveaway
From the mid $180s to the $600s

Taylor Morrison’s

Taylor Morrison is proud to offer you another chance of 
winning the home of your dreams. We are excited to 
announce the 2011 Dream Home Giveaway. Start imagining 
yourself now in your new Taylor Morrison Dream Home; 
designed and built exactly the way you want it.

Taylor Morrison communities are located in Brodie 
Springs, Falconhead West, Senna Hills, four Crystal Falls 
communities and six communities within Steiner Ranch.

To enter to win the Dream Home, go to 
BringtheDreamHome.com

620

620

29

29
95

29

620

71

71

71

Austin

Austin
Bergstrom

Airport

Bee Cave

Lake
Travis

Cedar Park

Leander

Liberty
Hill

Pflugerville

Round Rock

Lake
Georgetown

Georgetown

Taylor

Hutto

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

TOLL

LOOP
1

LOOP
360

79

79

1460

3406

LOOP
1

1826

A
n
d
erson

M
ill R

d
.

Q
u

in
la

n
 P

a
rk

183A

3

2

Design
Studio

Parmer

4

5

1

1  BRODIE spRInGs
512-292-6186

2  FALCOnHEAD WEsT
512-263-5196

3  sTEInER RAnCH
512-227-5746

4  sEnnA HILLs
512-263-2655

5  CRysTAL FALLs
512-260-0718

  DEsIGn sTuDIO
512-821-2245

taylormorrison.com

*Limit of one voucher per transaction, which must be presented at time of contract. Valid only on newly executed purchase agreements entered into between January 17, 2011 and June 30, 2011. This offer can be changed 
or cancelled at any time. Coupons are not valid on sales offers beyond the community incentive. Designer options may vary per community and/or division. see sales associate for complete details and restrictions. © 
January, 2011, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Bring this coupon in for $5,000  in design options*
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NewHomes and Communities

D avid Weekley Homes is 
excited to celebrate their 

25th year of building award-winning 
homes in the Austin area by offering 
new Homebuyers limited-time special 
incentives in communities like Walsh 
Trails! Customers can customize the 
interior of their new home to fit their 
individual needs with an upgraded 
kitchen, master bath, flooring, the 
choices are endless! 
Walsh Trails is a beautiful com-

munity located in Cedar Park and 
is connected to Brushy Creek Park 
by a pedestrian tunnel. This charm-
ing, family-friendly community, filled 
with big city conveniences features 
David Weekley homes set on large, 
semi-wooded homesites. There is a 
David Weekley floor plan perfect for 
every lifestyle in Walsh Trails! In addi-

David Weekley’s model, the Queenfield, is open daily for viewing.  The Builder is celebrating 25 years in Austin by offering special incentives.  Visit Walsh Trails 
today for more details!

David Weekley Homes is Celebrating 25 Years of Enhancing People’s Lives in Austin

Beautiful Homes Inside & Out

Beautiful Homes from the $150’s- $600’s
There has never been a better opportunity to own a quality home 

in Austin’s most sought after neighborhoods. 

From large homesites in the Hill Country with views, to starter 
homes in communities with amenities galore, Highland Homes 
offers home buyers more options, a higher standard of quality 

and design features like no other in the area.

Visit www.HighlandHomes.com for more information. 
Ask about the Highland Homes upgrade offer.

Bring in this ad to receive $2,500 in 
additional options or upgrades

Must bring in ad to receive $2,500 allowance. Valid on new contracts only. Cannot be exchanged for cash. Valid in Austin area 
communities through 5/31/2011. Prices and information are subject to change at anytime without notice. See Sales Counselor for details.
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1)	 THE	VIEWS	AT	BELTERRA	•	From	the	$240’s
	 512-432-0200
	 BELTERRA	•	From	the	$300’s	•	512-301-9110

2)	 ROCKY	CREEK	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-303-0112

3)	 STEINER	RANCH	•	From	the	$590’s•	512-266-7117

4)	 WHITESTONE	OAKS•	From	the	$210’s
	 512-260-2222

5)	 CRYSTAL	FALLS	•	From	the	$350’s	•	512-260-8333

6)	 THE	RANCH	AT	BRUSHY	CREEK	•	From	the	$250’s
	 512-255-4454	

7)	 ARBOR	PLACE	•	From	the	$330’s	•	512-310-7911

8)	 COMMONS	AT	ROWE	LANE	•	.From	the	$150’s
	 512-251-8900

tion, the community offers Residents 
access to walking trails and various 
parks, Round Rock ISD schools, 
nearby shopping, dining and enter-
tainment, convenient to major roads 
and highways, and easy access to 
Capital MetroRail – making daily 
commutes quick and easy!
Now is the perfect time to make 

Walsh Trails your new home! And, 
with David Weekley Homes’ amaz-
ing 25-year incentives, what are 
you waiting for? Stop by today and 
visit our Model Home, open daily, 
and make your homeownership 
dreams come true. 
For more information about David 

Weekley Homes in Walsh Trails, con-
tact a Sales Consultant at 512-821-
8877, or visit our Model Home. 



40 | SPECIAL ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT | Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

NewHomes and Communities
Jimmy Jacobs Features Custom Home 
Communities Throughout Austin

J immy Jacobs Custom Homes’ 
presents a unique offering of 

communities for Austin area residents, 
featuring expansive homesites, ample 
amenities and a convenient commute.  
Jimmy Jacobs’ newest community Villa 
Montana has stunning views of Lake 
Travis and encompasses four-hundred 
acres of nature preserve.  Also recently 
released, the Preserve is a nature-
inspired residential community between 
Georgetown and Leander, with acres 
of secluded native landscape.  The 
Preserve belongs in the award-winning 
Leander ISD and positioned near the 
future site of the 525-acre Garey Park.  
Like the Preserve, two wooded 

custom home communities in George-
town, Shady Oaks Estates and Wood-
land Park offer residents acre plus 

homesites.  Their prime locations boast 
low taxes, elite schools, renowned 
shopping and medical facilities.  For 
residents looking for amenities, Berry 
Creek Country Club Community sits 
on the highly acclaimed Arnold Palmer 
Golf Course.  It features a country club 
with lighted tennis courts, an Olympic-
style swimming pool and recreation for 
the entire family.  Jimmy Jacobs offers 
their active adult residents a private but 
close-knit community Heritage Oaks in 
Georgetown with custom homes, mini-
mum maintenance lots and a clubhouse 
for community activities.
Jimmy Jacobs can also build homes 

throughout Austin area and beyond 
with their build on your lot program.  
For more information, visit www.jacob-
shomes.com. 
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H ighland Homes has opened in 
another phase in Crystal Falls.  

Grand Mesa offers acreage home 
sites which capture the natural beauty 
of the Hill Country.

With 60-, 80- and 90-foot and 
acreage home sites, Highland Homes 
offers a wide range of floor plans at 
Crystal Falls, starting in the $200s. 
Floor plans range in size from 1,800 
to 5,000 sq. ft., and with in-house 
architects, Highland Homes is able to 
accommodate personalized changes 
and build homes specific to what buy-
ers’ desire in their new home.

Crystal Falls, voted Best Master 
Planned Community by the Austin 

Business Journal, encompasses 
5,000 acres of Hill Country bliss. 
Residents will enjoy two swim 
complexes, play areas for the kids, 
an 18-hole golf course, picnic areas, 
fishing pond and more.  And its small 
town atmosphere gives buyers the 
best of both worlds – the tranquility of 
the suburbs along with easy access to 
the city. 

With a strong reputation for quality 
homes and excellent customer ser-
vice, it’s no wonder Highland Homes 
is Texas’ premier home builder and 
has been for more than 25 years. To 
learn more, visit highlandhomes.com 
or call 512-260-8333.

The 914-V plan has 4,044 sq. ft., four bedrooms, four-and-a-half baths and four living areas with a swing three car garage.

Highland Homes Opens in Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls
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STILL SMOKIN’ AFTER 70 YEARS!1941-2011

©2011 Dickey’s Barbecue Restaurants, Inc. 

 ANY EVENT. ANY SiZE.

WE CATER!
401 Whitestone Blvd • Cedar Park TX, 78613

512.986.5863
$5 OFF FAMiLY PACK
Not valid with any other offers. Cedar Park location only. Expires 05/15/11. 284

Includes: 2 Meats (1 lb. each), 3 Sides (1 pint each), 
6 Rolls & Barbecue Sauce.

SPRINKLER SYSTEM & LANDSCAPE INSTALLATIONS

WWW.SULLIVANSIRRIGATION.COM 512-989-3555

• Sprinkler System & Landscape 
Installations

• Repairs on Existing Systems
• Landscape Lighting
• Landscape Design and                     

Installation

• Masonry: Walkways, Patios 
and Retaining Walls

• 3 Year Warranty on Parts & Labor
• Licensed & Insured LI # 8719
• References Provided with 

Estimate Not valid with other offers. Expires 5/20/11

COMPLETE SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM INSTALLATION$100 OFF

Not valid with other offers. Expires 5/20/11

A COMPLETE  LANDSCAPING 
INSTALLATION$200 OFF

Annual System Checks & Back Flow Testing Available 0% FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Jump Start your Landscape Design!


