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The Humane Society of Williamson 
County is seeking emergency funding 
from citizens after a well water pump 
failure caused extra expenses.
more.impactnews.com/10825
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What’s News    
A Disaster Loan Outreach Center 
is open in Williamson County for 
residents, despite FEMA denying a 
disaster declaration. The center will 
allow residents to apply for loans 
to assist in the repairs for flood 
damage. | 30

Preview the 2011 Texas Legislature, 
as the session begins in January. 
The preview will look at upcoming 
hurdles for the Legislature, including 
a $28 billion projected budget gap 
and redistricting plans. | 31

Cedar Park 
Fire Chief 
Chris Connealy 
accepted an 
award for the 
Teen Advocates 
for Community 
Safety program 
that was 
recognized 
at a recent 
Cedar Park 

City Council meeting for receiving 
the 2010 National Citizen Corps 
Achievement Award. | 13

Crystal Falls Golf Course suffered 
flood damage from Tropical Storm 
Hermine, requiring extra funds to fix 
several holes and a spillway. | 13

2010 Volunteer Guide outlines 
how and where to give back to the 
community during the holiday season 
and year-round. | 18 

A guide to holiday displays in Cedar 
Park and Leander outlines places 
to take the whole family to enjoy 
holiday lights. | 29

The Thank You Quilters show 
appreciation for the men and women 
who serve this country by making 
quilts for wounded soldiers at Darnall 
Army Medical Center at Fort Hood. 
The group made a delivery of more 
than 100 quilts Dec. 9. | 14 

Vi
ct

or
 O

’B
rie

n

Shopping, amenities and schools make Parmer Lane  
in Cedar Park popular for residential development

CONTINUED ON | 23

Growth and expansion planned for Leander’s Ronald W. Reagan Boulevard when utilities are in place

CONTINUED ON | 27

By Victor O’Brien
As the Cedar Park City Coun-

cil readies the city for the next 10 
years, a retail analysis has given 
council members reason to be 
both concerned and optimistic 
about the future. 

Larry Holt, economic develop-
ment specialist, presented a retail 
space analysis to council members 
in October as part of an ongoing 
assessment of how the city stacks 
up within the region. 

Councilman Mitch Fuller 
requested it to better understand 
the future impact of city rev-
enue caps. Declines in sales and 
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Story Highlights
•	City captures look at retail market
•	New retail construction low for region
•	Retail vacancies among highest in 

Central Texas
•	Council optimistic for end of recession

Cedar Park Council trying to 
position city for the future

because each choice could either 
help or hinder future councils and 
saddle residents with higher taxes 
to pay debt. 

“We are better off than most, 
but this is the decade in which 
Cedar Park will be built out. We 

have to make very good decisions, 
be cognizant of the future and be 
realistic,” Fuller said. 

Councilman Matt Powell said 
the closer the city comes to build 

Retail areas along Bell Boulevard have struggled, but received a boost when Big Lots moved into Cedar 
Park Plaza. In contrast, FM 1431 and 1890 Ranch Shopping Center have thrived in a down economy. 

By Jenn Rains
The stretch of Parmer Lane that runs 

through Cedar Park has changed dramati-
cally in the past 15 years, going from a two-
lane road to a bustling corridor surrounded 
by developments. 

Parmer Lane, the eastern-most corridor 
of Cedar Park, began as a roadway in the 
1990s with one lane in either direction just 
east of Cedar Park. Soon after it was built, 
commercial and residential developments 
began breaking ground along it, leading to 
expansion that caused Texas Department of 
Transportation to revisit the road. By 2001, 
TxDOT added more lanes in either direction.

Today, Parmer Lane, or FM 734, is no 
longer on the outskirts of the city but is one 
of Cedar Park’s denser areas.

“It has become a major corridor, with high 
traffic volume,” said Amy Link, senior plan-
ner for Cedar Park. “It has easy access to 
major areas and growing shopping centers.”

One thing that made Parmer Lane a popu-
lar road is its convenience to Austin, Cedar 
Park Senior Planner Emily Barron said.

She cited north-south corridors outside 
Austin, such as MoPac and US 183, as other 

         Parmer  Ln
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1431

roadways that have seen booming expan-
sion because of their proximity and access to 
downtown Austin.

Not only have commercial and residential 
developments sprung up along Parmer Lane, 
other amenities have appeared within close 
distance, including schools, running trails, a 
fire station and parks.

“This is what’s known as a [desirable] cor-
ridor, because it is a preferred location, with 
great schools and prices. It’s just a great 
value,” said Nick Moulinet, director of busi-
ness development for Bury and Partners. The 
firm consults on projects along the roadway.

Only a few commercial elements near the 
intersection of FM 1431 and Parmer Lane are 
still available for development. The rest of the 
roadway is nearing build-out, Link said.
Residential success

One aspect of development that has been 
successfully growing along Parmer Lane is 
residential real estate. 

Avery Ranch is one of the cornerstone 
developments along the road that has seen 
growth and expansion over the years. The 

property taxes helped prompt a 
45 cent property tax rate increase 
per $100 valuation passed by the 
council in September. 

“I think that any great city, like 
Cedar Park, is always assessing 
itself and re-assessing itself. It’s 
important to adapt to the eco-
nomic environment we’re in,” 
Fuller said.

What the retail analysis 
showed, Fuller said, is a mixed 
bag that kept him pessimistic 
about tax revenue, but optimis-
tic about the Cedar Park Center, 
Schlitterbahn and the ability of 
leaders to make the right choices 
as the city enters a crucial point 
in deciding its future.
Future in flux

Fuller said the city must make 
careful choices about wastewater, 
roads, public safety and parks 
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What makes Parmer Lane a preferred corridor?
Nick Moulinet of Bury & Partners, said roads and markets are 
defined most desirable and most preferred, depending on 
their accessibility to major cities, strength of school district 
and proximity to shopping and amenities.  
Parmer Lane is a preferred corridor because it is close to 
Austin, in Leander ISD and close to shopping centers.
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For more information call 
Coach Steve (512) 590-2987

Pam (512) 921-0470

LEANDER
LIGHTNING
GIRLS LACROSSE

Teams are forming for:
Elementary: 3rd-5th  

Middle School: 6th-8th
High School: 9th-12th

My memories growing 
up include spending holi-
days and a couple of weeks 
each summer with fam-
ily in West Monroe, La., 

where my mom and dad were raised. My 
grandfather was famous in the summer-
time for his thriving “Hank’s Snowballs,” 
a small snow cone stand serving 32 flavors 
of New Orleans–style snowballs. High 
school students mostly ran the stand. 

During the winter months, my grandfa-
ther stocked the most wonderful home-
made, locally made tamales. He would 
open his door in the morning, label and 
stack the tamales across the countertop, 
and then come back in the evening to pick 
up the money. If you wanted tamales, you 
helped yourself, leaving money behind on 
the counter. He was never disappointed.

The tradition of giving tamales is an old 
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one. After an office debate about the tradi-
tion of tamale giving during the holidays, 
our team decided to research the history 
of this custom. Even more importantly, 
we wanted to know where we could buy 
tamales this time of year close to home. A 
tamale guide can be found on Page 11.

Another tradition for many families is to 
volunteer in their communities. This issue’s 
volunteer guide is a listing of organizations 
in Cedar Park and Leander as well as some 
opportunities in Austin. So whether you 
are looking to help people, pets or the envi-
ronment, the guide can help you decide 
where to reach out this holiday season.

Wishing you and yours a happy holiday.

Traci Rodriguez
trodriguez@impactnews.com

Pick your area. Pick your categories. 
Customize your search for everything you need this holiday season.

 impactnews.com/shop

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

October employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8% 
No change from September

State unemployment—8.1%* 
No change from September

National unemployment—9.6%* 
No change from September

In the Austin area, government added 5,800 jobs. 
Education and health services added 600 jobs, while 
the information sector added 100 jobs.
Source: Jobing.com
* Seasonally adjusted numbers

QUICKBOOKS
POINT OF SALE

ENTERPRISE SUITE

Sales • Implementation • Training
Pro Advisor Since 2005

DON’T GAMBLE WITH YOUR INTUIT PRODUCTS

Letting you focus on your business

512.284.6992 • info@assebilities.com
www.assebilities.com Since 

2005
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Community Impacts  |  Cedar Park and Leander
Nov. 1 at 1525 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. L. 
Villela offers classes in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
and self defense for ages 3 and up, and a 
complimentary private lesson to all new 
students. Open Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–8 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 877-946-2426 ext. 2, 
www.gbaustin.com

Cedar Park resident Dennis Scherbing 
opened Central Texas Sound Company 
in September. The home-based business 
provides public address systems, disc 
jockey service and audio technology 
rentals including speakers, microphones 
and amplifiers. Sound engineers set up 
and run the equipment during events. 
Services are available for all occasions 
including weddings, parties and corporate 
events. Open daily 8 a.m.–8 p.m.  
484-1371, www.txsound.com

Pure Auto Parts sells after-market 
automobile accessories and performance 
parts, and provides installation and 
design consultations by appointment. 
Cedar Park residents Ray and Becky 
Shelton operate home-based auto parts 
sales business. The pair added new lines 
of Chevy Camaro, Hummer and diesel 
products in October. Open Mon.–Sat.  
8 a.m.–7 p.m. 234-7873,  
www.pureautoparts.com

Coming Soon
4 Signature Convenience Store will 

open mid-January at 900 S. Bell Blvd. This 
is the brand’s second location in Cedar 
Park. A third shop is planned for late 2011 
at New Hope Drive and Bagdad Road. 
Signature provides gas and general 
convenience store services. Open Mon.–
Sat. 6 a.m.–midnight, Sun. 8 a.m.–
midnight. www.signatureaustin.com

Under New Ownership
5 Jeff Hobart purchased Grooms by 

Leah, 1406 N. Bell. Blvd., in November. 
Former owner Leah McLendon will 
continue building the business and 
serving customers. Grooms by Leah 
provides animal boarding, bathing, house 
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Cedar Park
Now Open
1 Bringing a casual Tex-Mex experience 

to 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. A, Ste. 
108, Fuzzy’s Tacos opened Dec. 8. A Fort 
Worth–based franchise, Fuzzy’s serves its 
signature fish tacos and other assorted 

tacos, salads, burritos and quesadillas. 
Breakfast tacos are served all day. Open 
Sun.–Thu. 6:30 a.m.–10 p.m., Fri.–Sat.  
6:30 a.m.–11 p.m.  
www.fuzzystacoshop.com

2 Offering specialized group fitness 
training programs, Austin Peak Fitness 
began accepting clients Nov. 15 at  

2011 Little Elm Trail, Ste. 105. Programs 
include boot camps, kettle bell lifting and 
yoga. Open Mon.–Sat. 5 a.m.–8 p.m. 
394-8100, www.austintrx.com 

3  With almost two decades of 
experience in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, Brazil 
native Fabio Villela opened Gracie Barra 
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News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

A Signature Convenience Store is scheduled to open in 
mid-January at the southeast corner of Bell Boulevard and 
Cypress Creek Road in Cedar Park.

4

Jeff Yandle, manager of Austin Peak Fitness, exercises on a 
TRX machine. The TRX replicates common exercises available 
on traditional gym machines using shocks, body weight and 
gravity.

2
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Jeff Hobart purchased grooms by Leah from Leah 
McLendon, who is holding a short-haired terrier named T.J., 
in November. The two provide grooming, boarding and house 
sitting services.

5

Marko Matijevich is a partner in Superior Shine, a hand 
carwash and detailing service in Leander.

9

sitting and full grooming of all breeds. 
Open Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. by 
appointment. 528-1718

In the News
6  A new capital improvement campaign 

kicked off for the Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA, located at 204 E. Little Elm Trail. 
An estimated $8 million in upgrades and 
expansions is expected over the next five 
years at Twin Lakes Family YMCA and 
Camp Twin Lakes. The project includes 
building an indoor aquatics facility, more 
exercise space and a larger teen center, 
which will allow more teens to participate 
in programs. 250-9622,  
www.ymcagwc.org/twin_lakes/index.php

Brian Stevens of Crazy Cakes in Cedar 
Park will be featured on the TLC reality 
show, “Cake Boss: The Next Great Baker,” 
which premiered Dec. 6 at 8 p.m. Stevens 
is one of 10 contestants competing for 
the chance to win $50,000 and work with 
Buddy “Cake Boss” Valastro. Stevens 
opened the home-based custom cake 
design company in May 2009. 
www.crazycakes.com

Austin Community College students 
can continue to use city buses for free 
through August 2012. ACC paid Capital 
Metro $500,000 to continue the free-ride 
program. The funding came from student 
sustainability fees and employee parking 
permit fees.

Leander
Now Open
7 Leander residents Ryan and Johnna 

Tunnicliffe opened R&J Resale Shop, a 
general resale and consignment shop at 
303 US 183 N., Nov. 6. The shop buys and 
resells used clothing, tools, furniture and 
more. Open Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
Sun. noon–7 p.m. 260-9966 

8 Phillip and Ellen Saccone opened 
Saccone Family Pizza Oct. 27 at 2701  
US 183 S., Ste. A. They serve pizzas, 
calzones, strombolis, subs, salads and 
cannolis. Open Wed.–Sat. 11 a.m.– 
9 p.m., Sun. 4–9 p.m. 259-2399,  
www.sacconefamilypizza.com

9 Superior Shine opened Nov. 8 at 
11892 Old FM 2243, providing full-
service hand carwash and detailing.  
Open Mon.–Sat. 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Sun. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 528-8544

The Dryer Vent Doc opened in July and 
provides repair and cleaning services for 
laundry room ventilation pipes, including 
lint and mold removal. Through his 
home-based business, owner James 
Wielenga also provides dryer duct 
replacement. Open Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.– 
5 p.m. 818-9724,  
www.thedryerventdoc.com

School News
Concordia University Texas announced 
a new partnership with Leander ISD’s 
Skills for Encouraging Life-long 
Fulfillment (SELF) 30. The program 
prepares special-needs students ages 18 
to 22 for their transition into adulthood. 
These students meet every morning on 
the Concordia campus to interact with 
other students their age. The SELF 30 
students then head to a classroom to 
work on honing a variety of skills to help 
them live more independently as adults, 
including reading the newspaper or 
preparing their lunch menu for the week.

Avery Ranch 
Now Open
10 Using expert knowledge and analysis, 
Hill Country Running Company sells 
running shoes, apparel and accessories to 
runners of all experience levels. Owner 
Jamie Cleveland and his wife, Andrea 
Fisher, opened the store Dec. 1 at 9900 W. 
Parmer Lane, Ste. 215.  
www.hillcountryrunning.com

Coming Soon
11 Morelia Mexican Grill will be 
opening soon at 9900 W. Parmer Lane, 
Ste. A-220, serving gourmet Mexican 
cuisine. Signature dishes include fried 
avocados, assorted fajitas, soups, salads 
and seafood entrées.  
www.moreliamexicangrill.com

12 A $6 million, 9,100-square-foot fire 
station opened Dec. 6 for the City of 
Austin Fire Department. Construction 
started on Austin Fire Station No. 45, 
located at 9421 Spectrum Drive, in 
November 2009. The site will contain an 
energy-efficient design with solar panels 
and rainwater harvesting for landscape 
irrigation. One fire engine and three shifts 
with five firefighters each will be housed 
at the station. Beginning in January an 
Austin–Travis County EMS unit will 
dispatch from the station.  
www.ci.austin.tx.us/fire/

expansions
13 Martinizing Dry Cleaners, located 
at 9900 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 100, is a 
full-service dry cleaner owned by Louis 
Nicholson. The business is expanding to 
offer home pickup and delivery services 
beginning in January. Open Mon.–Fri.  
7 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.  
341-9804

Cedar Park Pediatric 
& Family Medicine

Complete Medical Care for Your Family

Board certifi ed Family Medicine physicians and Pediatricians providing the 
convenience of specialized care for your entire family in the same offi ce.

We offer:
• Adult and Pediatric Care
• Flu shots/Immunizations
• Same Day Appointments
• Doctors on Call 24/7
• Skin Lesion Removal & Biopsies
• Sports & Annual Physicals
• Allergy/Asthma Care
More at our website

La
ke

lin
e B

lvd
.

Hw
y. 

18
3

Cypress Creek Rd.

Cedar Park Call for Appt.
512 336-2777 •  www.CedarParkDoctors.com
345 Cypress Creek Rd. Suite 104 • Cedar Park

Brent Cardwell MD, Joseph Orgeron MD, 
Cameron T. King MD, Jennifer Cardwell MD, 

and Betzi Mathew MD

Ellen and Phillip Saccone own Saccone Family Pizza in 
Leander. The restaurant serves subs, pizza, salad and pizza 
rollis, which are cheese and a topping rolled up in pizza dough.

8

Offering classes in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and self defense for ages 
3 and up, gracie Barra opened the beginning of November 
in Cedar Park. 

3
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Lisa Brown (far right), owner of Tis the Season, helps customers at her store in Lakeline Mall.
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By Amy Deis
For five months of the year, 

Lisa Brown’s store, Tis the Sea-
son, is decked out in all things 
Christmas.

Brown, a 13-year Cedar Park 
resident, said she really loves 
Christmas so the bright lights, 
ornaments and red and green 
never bother her.

Brown opened Tis the Season 
at Lakeline Mall 10 years ago, 
but she has worked at the mall 
since 1996, when she operated 

Business Profile  |  Tis the Season  Cedar Park

Tis the Season
Lakeline mall, first floor by macy’s
11200 Lakeline mall Drive
249-5100
www.shoptheseason.com

a kiosk selling CD storage units 
and personalized ornaments.

After a couple of years work-
ing the kiosk, mall operations 
staff approached her about 
opening a holiday store. She 
agreed and opened Tis the 
Season as a seasonal shop from 
August to January, hiring tem-
porary workers.

About seven years ago, Brown 
decided to stay open year-round 
because it was a lot of work to 
pack up everything each year. 

Since then, she has established a 
lengthy list of regulars.

“We know our customers. We 
know their name and know if 
they have a new grandbaby or 
new baby,” Brown said.

Tis the Season sells a vari-
ety of gifts for occasions such 
as birthdays, wedding show-
ers, bachelorette parties and 
wine parties. Popular products 
include Lolita hand-painted 
wine and martini glasses, 
Chamilia jewelry, koozies, coast-
ers with photos of Texas and 
The Great San Saba River Pecan 
Company’s pecan pie in a jar.

“It set up nicely,” Brown said 
referring to the look of the pie 
in the jar. “We’ve been sam-
pling that here in the store.”

She also sells collegiate gear 
and clothing for Cedar Park 
High School and area middle 
schools.

Six to eight times a year 
Brown purchases merchan-
dise wholesale by traveling to 
Dallas, Atlanta and Las Vegas. 
She tries to buy from smaller 
designers and companies so she 
is not offering items found at 
national chains.

Every four to five weeks, 
Brown and her operations 
director, Trina Rodenbaugh, 
highlight a certain type of mer-
chandise by promoting a theme. 
Past themes include Girls Night 
Out, religion, cowboy/cowgirl, 
Santa Fe and traditional Texas. 
She and Rodenbaugh are con-
stantly brainstorming ideas.

“I’ll call or text her at 11:30 at 
night and ask, ‘Are you awake? 
I have a great idea for a theme,’” 
Brown said.

By regularly introducing new 
merchandise, Brown is able to 
keep her store fresh and offer 
original gifts.

“It makes things really excit-
ing,” she said. “You may be the 
only person to have [an item] or 
give it.”

For the holiday season, the 
store has different themes like 
Nutcracker, gingerbread, Old 
World Christmas and even a 
beach theme with palm trees.

No matter the holiday theme, 
Brown said she always offers a 
line of ornaments that she per-
sonalizes for free with people’s 
names, the year, team names or 
anniversaries.

Old gringo boots
Gifts and seasonal decorations are not the 
only merchandise Lisa Brown offers at Tis 
the Season.

She also sells Old Gringo boots, a line of 
hand-stitched boots made of 100 percent 
European or American leather.

“In three hours, they will fit like your 
favorite pair of shoes,” Brown said.

The cost for a pair of boots is $272 to $500.

Old Gringo boots are one of the many items sold 
at Tis the Season.

The next generation  
of TV, Internet and phone.

1-888-TWC-8585         timewarnercable.com

*Limited time offer. All services may not be available in all areas. Offer limited to new customers only. The $33.33 for each product price applies when you purchase the All The Best bundle for $99.99 per month for 12 months. All The Best bundle includes Digital Cable, Road Runner 
Standard and Digital Home Phone Unlimited Nationwide. Price will increase $10 every 12 months until retail rate is reached. Monthly charge for Digital set-top box is not included. 6 month free Road Runner Turbo and Wireless Home Networking service offer is valid for customers 
who buy or upgrade to a new All The Best bundle. After 6-month promotional period, regular monthly rate in effect at that time will apply. One time professional installation required for Wireless Home Networking service. Savings cited based on All The Best 12-month discounted 
bundle versus a-la-carte pricing for Digital Cable, Road Runner Standard and Digital Home Phone Unlimited Nationwide services. May not be combined with any other offer. Additional charges apply for equipment, taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to 
International locations. To receive all services, Digital Cable, remote and lease of a Digital set-top box are required. Some services are not available to CableCARD customers. Not all equipment supports all services. HDTV set and HD set-top box required to receive HD service. Chan-
nels may vary by area. Over 4x faster than DSL claim is based on Road Runner Standard’s maximum download speed of 7.0 Mbps versus the standard DSL package’s maximum download speed of 1.5 Mbps. Speed comparison is based on a typical DSL package and may vary by 
area. Actual speeds may vary. A one time $19.99 phone activation charge will apply for new customers. Subject to change without notice. Some restrictions apply. Call for details. All trademarks remain the property of their respective owners. ©2010 Time Warner Cable, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Time Warner Cable and the Time Warner Cable logo are trademarks of Time Warner Inc. Used under license. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (s10)
 

Created for this generation.

SAVE OVER $550!*

33$ 33
TV 

PER MONTH 
FOR 12 MONTHS* 33$ 33

INTERNET 

PER MONTH 
FOR 12 MONTHS* 33$ 33

VOICE

PER MONTH 
FOR 12 MONTHS*

FREE Road Runner®  
Turbo and Wireless 
Home Networking  
service for 6 months!*

Innovation for the way you live today— 
smarter and simpler.
HD Digital TV with over 235 channels plus FREE Primetime On Demand.

Road Runner® Broadband with downloads up to 4x faster than DSL.

Digital Home Phone includes unlimited calling.

Q410-V2-10X6.04-4C-CT.indd   1 10/18/10   8:22 PM
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Baby Face Too Salon & Spa owners Greg Lara and Judy Carleton moved the full-service salon and day spa from West Drive to a 
shopping center along US 183 in Leander in May.

Business Profile  |  Baby Face Too Salon & Spa  Leander

Baby Face Day Spa Too
1909 US 183 S., Ste. 103
528-1116
www.babyfacetoo.com
Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.; 
other availability by appointment

By Amy Deis
Greg Lara and Judy Carleton say they 

never feel like they are just going to work 
at Baby Face Too Salon & Spa in Leander.

Lara said it comes down to having 
a passion for what they do and hiring 
employees who feel the same.

“We try to be a family,” he said. “It’s not 
just mine and Judy’s salon—it’s theirs too.”

Baby Face Too Salon & Spa offers hair-
cuts, colors, highlights, massages, facials, 
manicures, pedicures, waxing and spray 
tans. Clients can also purchase products 
by Paul Mitchell, Redken and Pureology.

Lara bought Baby Face Too from the 
original owner, who founded the salon in 
1999 in Austin. Lara opened a second loca-
tion on West Drive in Leander in 2005.

He came to Austin in 1997 from Carls-
bad, N.M. After attending beauty school, he 
said he developed a dream of owning a spa.

“It’s taken patience and teamwork,” he 
said. “I didn’t really know about manicures 
or pedicures, but it’s in our industry.”

Because he did not know much about 
nail care or Swedish and deep-tissue 
massages, Lara said he made sure to hire 
employees with those specialties.

Carleton bought into the Leander loca-
tion as a co-owner earlier this year. In 
May, Baby Face Too moved to its current 
location at 1909 US 183 S. in Leander.

She has been a hairstylist in the Lean-
der-Cedar Park area for 11 years.

Carleton grew up in Wimberley and 
said she always knew she wanted to be a 
hair stylist just like her grandmother, who 
ran Jenkins Beauty Shop.

“It was a lot of shampoo sets and perms 
and colors; it was just fun,” Carleton said.

When Lara bought Baby Face, it only 
offered facials and hair services. He decid-
ed to add the other services to become a 
full-service salon and spa.

“Our clients can stay here and get 

Coming soon
Baby Face Too offers manicures and pedicures with 
color options from OPI, China Glaze and CHI.

Greg Lara and Judy Carleton are planning to offer 
Shellac, a gel/acrylic hybrid nail color that lasts up 
to 14 days without chipping or wearing off.

The Shellac is expected to be available in early 2011. 
It will cost $15 more than a regular manicure or 
pedicure.

everything done and not have to leave,” 
he said.

Lara and Carleton know finding a great 
hairstylist can be difficult, so they keep 
their clients coming back by making the 
right connection.

“My grandmother told me you have to 
be willing to listen to what they want, take 
feedback and be available,” Carleton said. 

They also stay up on the latest trends 
in hairstyles, such as softer curls for the 
holiday season.

Prices of services start at $35 for 
women’s haircuts, $55 for hair color, $65 
for partial highlights or lowlights and $95 
for full highlights.

The business sells gift certificates during 
the holiday season for people looking to 
give manicures and pedicures as gifts.

Gift certificates can be purchased for 
any of the services offered at the store.

www.austinurgentcare.com
Mon-Sat 8a-8p  • Sun 9a-5p   •  10625 W Parmer Suite D400

Health care when YOU need it!

512.733.9400512.733.9400

• Physician always on site to treat 
  patients. 
• Online paperwork for faster check-in.
• On site x-ray for prompt evaluation of 
  possible sprains and breaks.
• Extended hours work with YOUR 
  schedule.

MM

O� ering

FLU SHOTS
for $25  Adults only.

Also, ask about our
care savings card!

Consulting and Coaching for 
businesses & individuals seeking success!

Get in shape with us! 512-986-7629
www.talentstrategy.us • info@talentstrategy.us

Businesses
• Org. Development
• Recruitment
• Training
• Performance Mgmt
• HR Compliance

Individuals
• Job Search Strategies
• Resume/Cover Letter
• Interview Preparation
• Assessments
• Career Consulting

FREE 30 minute phone consultation and Resume Review!  Call Now!
exp date of 01/21/11

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2007 Subaru 
B9 Tribeca
$19,856
3.0L H-6 cyl, Automatic transmission, 
46,273 miles. Stock Number: ZP1071. 
Vin: 4S4WX82D674405556. 
Model Code: P 

2010 Porsche 
Panamera Sedan

$89,995
4 door Sedan, 4.8L V-8 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 11,033 miles. 
Stock Number: PP4230. 
Vin: WP0AB2A7XAL061412. 
Model Code: P

2010 Audi A3 
2.0T Premium 
Hatchback
$32,900
4 door Hatchback, 2.0L I-4 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 9,602 miles. 
Stock Number: AP5549. 
Vin: WAUKFAFM1AA026462. 
Model Code: 8PA59X

Bagdad Rd.

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

n

183
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Community Events

Calendar events must be submitted by the first Friday of 
each month. Submit events to calendar@impactnews.com  
and find our Central Texas calendar online at  
www.impactnews.com/calendar.

December
11 Cocoa & Cookies with Santa and mrs. Claus
The Twin Lakes Family YMCA will have Santa Claus 
on hand for pictures and to hear Christmas wishes 
from children. Hot cocoa, cookies, crafts, story time, 
and sing-alongs will be part of the entertainment. 
The day includes four, one-hour sessions for ages  
2 to 12. Space is limited. • 8:45 a.m.–1 p.m. • $10 per 
child for members; $15 per child for nonmembers 
Twin Lakes Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, 
Cedar Park • 250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

Holiday in the Park
Brushy Creek Municipal Utility District will host a 
family holiday event featuring live music, a track-
less train, snow machine, bounce castle, crafts 
and games. Santa Claus and Rudolf will be taking 
pictures with children and families. Cookies and 
hot chocolate will be available. • 2–5 p.m. • Free 
Cat Hollow Park, 8600 O’Connor Drive, Round Rock 
255-7871 • www.bcmud.org

17 Rockin’ Wonderland
RockPointe Church brings a Rockin’ Wonderland 
to area residents with light displays, snow to play 
in, hot cocoa, cookies, photos with Santa Claus 
and holiday activities for children. • 6–9 p.m. • Free 
RockPointe Church, 800 CR 177, Leander • 259-8872 
www.rockpointechurch.com

Sponsored by

17–18 Christmas Concert
The Leander High School Choir will perform Bach’s 
“Magnificat” along with traditional Christmas carols 
and songs. The event is sponsored by the Leander 
High School Choir Booster Club. All proceeds ben-
efit the LHS Choir to help them attend a national 
competition in Breckenridge, Colo. • 7:30 p.m. 
 $8 • Leander High School Performing Arts Center, 
3301 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 784-9628 
www.leanderchoir.org

20–23, 27–31 Holiday Camp
Camp Twin Lakes will host a holiday camp at 
school sites throughout Williamson County and 
at YMCA branches in Round Rock, Cedar Park and 
Taylor. Camp activities include arts and crafts, 
adventure tasks and games. • $30 per child per 

Worth the drive
Dec. 4–23 The 48th annual production  
of “The Nutcracker” 
Ballet Austin presents the state’s longest-running produc-
tion of “The Nutcracker,” returning for its 48th year in Austin. 
The story follows Clara who must defeat a giant rat king and 
transform her nutcracker doll into a prince. Music will be pro-
vided by The Austin Symphony Orchestra. “The Nutcracker“ 
has a cast of more than 200. The Mother Ginger character, 
who takes the stage in the second act, is portrayed by local 
community leaders including a person specially selected by 
the public for their community influence and generosity to 
perform on Dec. 23. • Times vary depending on date 
$15–$71 • The Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. 
Riverside Drive, Austin • 476-2163 • www.balletaustin.org

Dec. 11 
Dancers Workshop and the Leander Blue Belles pres-
ent an encore performance of the full-length produc-
tion of “The Nutcracker.” Dancers Workshop’s youth 
ballet company, Ovation, features 46 dancers from 
second grade through high school along with profes-
sional guest performers. The performance opens with 
two routines by the Blue Belles, the dance company 
from Leander High School. • 4:30 p.m. • $10 
Leander High School Performing Arts Center,  
3301 S. Bagdad Road, Leander •  349-7197 
www.dancersworkshopaustin.com

Encore performance of “The Nutcracker”
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Diane Liu is the Sugar Plum Fairy this year.

Live music in November and December

2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park
600-5000 • www.cedarparkcenter.com
Dec. 11  Yo Gabba Gabba! Live, showtimes at  
2 p.m. and 5 p.m., tickets are $29 and $39
14 Texas Stars vs. Manitoba, 7:30 p.m.
15 Austin Toros vs. Bakersfield, 7:30 p.m.
18 Texas Stars vs. Hamilton, 7 p.m.
19 Austin Toros vs. Reno, 5 p.m.
20 Texas Stars vs. Oklahoma City, 7:30 p.m.
30 Austin Toros vs. Tulsa, 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 2 Austin Toros vs. Tulsa, 5 p.m.
8 Texas Stars vs. Lake Erie, 7 p.m.
14–17 Austin Shrine Circus, showtimes vary each 
day, tickets range from $12 to $28
18 Texas Stars vs. Grand Rapids, 7:30 p.m.

Texas Stars tickets range from $10 to $50
Austin Toros tickets range from  $5 to $100

Cedar Park Center

Cedar Park Farms to Market
Lakeline mall, 11200 Lakeline mall Drive, Austin 
Saturdays rain or shine • 9 a.m.–1 p.m. 
363-5700 • www.cedarparkfarmersmarket.com
Dec. 11 Chris Smith and Friends
18 Woody Russell; Ulrich Ellison
Jan. 1 Ulrich Ellison
8 Chris Smith & Friends
15 JP and the Bluetones

Contenders Sports Bar and Grill
500 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park
Thursdays • 9 p.m.–2 a.m. • 331-1227 
www.contenderssportsbar.com

The Dig Pub
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar Park
Thursdays and Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays  
8 p.m.; some Sundays • 996-9900  
www.thedigpub.com
Dec. 10 Voyces
17 Paul Logan Band
18 Blue Channel Jazz Christmas Show

J.T.’s Sports Grille and Billiards
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park 
Fridays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 9 p.m. • 331-2091
Dec. 10 Double or Nothing; 20/40
17 The Detentions
18 The Johnston Brothers
Jan. 7 Tres Hombres
21 Tres Hombres

Moonie’s Burger House 
200 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park • 249-5214
Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic country and 
old rock ‘n’ roll every Thursday 6–9 p.m. 

Post Beer Bar
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 258-2434
Live music, including country and Motown
Dec. 11 HR Back Country
18 Paul Mattox

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
11416 RM 620 N., Austin • Fridays 9 p.m.– 
1 a.m.; Tuesdays 9 p.m.–midnight; DJ every 
Thursday 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 401-2060  
www.shootersbilliards.net
every Tuesday Ember
Dec. 10 The Crush
17 Suede
31 Capital Suspects
Jan. 7 LC Rocks

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar
601 e. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
Saturdays 9 p.m.–1 a.m. • 260-2060
www.shootersbilliards.net
Dec. 11 Texas Tall Boys
18 Texas Ts

day for members, $35 per child per day for non-
members; $25 registration fee after Dec. 10 
Camp Twin Lakes, 204 E. Little Elm Trail,  
Cedar Park • 250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org  

22 “A Christmas Carol”
The Cedar Park Public Library presents a showing 
of the Christmas classic “A Christmas Carol” star-
ring Jim Carrey. • 2:30–4:30 p.m. • Free • Cedar Park 
Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park 
401-5634 • www.cedarparktx.us/cp/li.aspx

26–Jan. 10 Leander Christmas Tree Recycling
Residents can drop off their used Christmas trees 
at Robin Bledsoe Park to be recycled. City staff will 
arrange for the trees to be chopped into mulch for 
the city’s parks and trails. • Robin Bledsoe Park,  
601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 528-9909 
www.leandertx.org

29 “The Karate Kid”
In a presentation of the remake of the 1980s clas-
sic, the Cedar Park Public Library will show the new 
version of “The Karate Kid,” starring Jaden Smith. 
2:30–4:30 p.m. • Free • Cedar Park Public Library, 
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5634  
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/li.aspx

31–Jan. 1 New Year’s eve Overnighter
Children ages 5 to 13 can participate in an 
overnight party at the Greater Williamson County 
YMCA. The event features climbing activities at 
Tango Tower, a campfire, music, dancing, gym 
games, a balloon drop and field sports. Register be-
fore Dec. 19. • 6:30 p.m.–10 a.m. with option for full 
day on Dec. 31 beginning at 7 a.m. • Packages from 
$30–70 for members and $35–85 for non-members 
Camp Twin Lakes, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park  
250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

January
7–29 Rumors by Neil Simon
The Way Off Broadway Community Players’ third 
production of the season is “Rumors” by Neil Simon 
as directed by Christien Bumpus. • Jan. 7–29: Fri.–
Sat., 8 p.m. ; Jan. 16: Sun., 3 p.m. • $20 for adults; 
$15 for seniors and students • 11880 Old FM 2243, 
Bldg. 4, Leander • 259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

8 Cedar Park Tree Recycling
Cedar Park’s annual tree recycling day will give 
residents an opportunity to discard their tree at 
City Hall. The discarded trees will be chipped into 
mulch for landscaping and trails at city parks. A lim-
ited amount of free tree saplings will be available 
to residents who discard their tree. • 9 a.m.–noon 
Cedar Park City Hall, 600 N. Bell Blvd. • 401-5000 
www.cedarparktx.us
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Dancers from Ballet Austin perform during last 
year’s “The Nutcracker.”
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Children enjoy the festive atmosphere at last 
year’s holiday stroll.

11–12 Bluebonnet Ballet’s “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas”
The Bluebonnet Ballet will present the fourth an-
nual “Twas the Night Before Christmas” based on 
the poem of the same name. The show features 
individual dances by dancers ages 3–80. 
Dec. 11, 6:30 p.m.; Dec. 12,  2 p.m. • $15 for adults; 
$12 for children age 4 through college and seniors 
65 or older • Hendrickson High School,  
2905 FM 685, Pflugerville • 670-9959

17 The Just Because Christmas Project  
gift wrapping
The Just Because Christmas Project provides 
families with food and gifts during the holiday 
season. Volunteers will unload donations and 
sort and wrap gift packages. • 5 p.m. • Free 
PFC Robert P. Hernandez Middle School, 
1901 Sunrise Road, Round Rock • 748-1763 

17–31 Radio City Christmas Spectacular
The world-famous Radio City Rockettes bring their eye-high 
kicks and a cast and crew of more than 100 people to Austin. 
The program includes the reenactment of the first Christmas 
and a parade of the wooden soldiers. Tickets must be 
purchased for infants and children. • Times vary depending 
on date • $25.50–$69.50 • Bass Concert Hall, 2300 Robert 
Dedman Drive, Austin • www.texasperformingarts.org

Co
ur

te
sy

 T
ex

as
Pe

rf
or

m
in

gA
rt

s.
or

g

The Radio City Rockettes will perform in Austin.

11 Pflugerville’s Old Town Holiday Stroll  
and Christmas Parade 
The fourth annual event includes shopping vendors, 
children’s activities, antique cars and cycles, a Christmas 
parade and community tree lighting. This year will also 
feature a turkey frying contest. • 10 a.m.–8 p.m. The 
parade starts at 6 p.m.; tree lighting and carols to follow. 
Free • Downtown Pflugerville • 990-6101
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By Amy Deis
The holiday season is full of 

family gatherings and a plethora 
of food.

For many families, the holidays 
are not the same without a platter 
of warm tamales.

“When I was a kid, I remem-
ber my grandma used to make 
them,” said Noel Esquivel of 
La Chaparrita Meat Market in 
Leander.

Esquivel said he sells 450 to 500 
dozen for the holiday season but 
does not know how the Hispanic 
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La Canasta Market in Leander offers corn, chicken and pork tamales during the holiday season. It takes 
hours to make tamales, owner Luis Castillo said, so it is common for people to opt for store-bought varieties.

Neighborhood Dining  |  Tamale guide 

tradition of tamales for the holi-
days got started.

Most Americans consume 
turkey for Thanksgiving, but 
Esquivel said for Hispanics, 
“tamales are like our turkey.”

Tamales are made with masa, 
a corn-based dough, and usu-
ally filled with pork, chicken or 
other meat. The masa and meat 
are steamed inside a cornhusk or 
banana leaf, which is discarded 
before eating. Vegetables, beans 
or cheese are also used for filling.

Luis Castillo, co-owner of 

La Canasta Market, said some 
families serve tamales on Christ-
mas Eve when the entire family 
gathers to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ.

Making tamales is a very 
time-consuming process, and 
Castillo said people will often just 
purchase their tamales.

The process starts with mixing 
water, cornmeal and chilies and 
working it into dough, Castillo 
said, which takes about three 
hours. Next is spreading the 
masa dough on the cornhusk and 
adding the meat or other fill-
ing. Steaming the tamales takes 
another three hours, he said.

Oftentimes, families eat tama-
les with atole, a thick corn-based 
drink flavored with chocolate, 
vanilla, strawberry or coconut.

Cathy Broun of Pleasant Hill 
Farm in Leander taught herself 
to make tamales a few years ago. 
She offers a black bean vegetarian 
option as well as the traditional 
pork tamales. During the holiday 
season, Broun estimates she 
makes about 500 to 800 dozen.

“They’re also a big seller [for] 
the bowl games,” she said, refer-
ring to college football events.
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1   Camino Real
202 Walton Way, Cedar Park
260-2828
Pork
$12/dozen

2   el Patrón
700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 206
Cedar Park
425-0868   
Beef
$8.99/dozen
$10/dozen with queso

3   Los Reyes mexican Restaurant
251 N. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park
258-4016
Pork
$1.89 each

4   La Canasta market
207 Sonny Drive, Ste. 101
Leander
576-0601
Corn, $15.48/dozen
Chicken or pork, $20.28/dozen

5   La Chaparrita meat market
1909 US 183 S., Ste. 107
Leander
259-0584
Chicken, pork, cheese with jalapeño
$10.89/dozen

6   Jardin Del Rey
703 US 183 S., Leander
528-0203
Pork, beef
$9.99/dozen with sour cream,  
red/brown gravy

7   Pleasant Hill Farm
Leander
Available for delivery
497-2655
Beef, pork, chicken, black bean vegetarian
$9/dozen, $5/half dozen
Also available Saturdays at the Cedar 
Park Farmers Market, 11200 Lakeline 
Mall Drive

8   Texican Café
11066 Pecan Park Blvd.
Austin
506-9900
Pork
$2.59 each
Place orders Mondays, Fridays

Lakeline Blvd.
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Where to buy tamales in Cedar Park, Leander

Cash-Back Plus more 
from my checking account.

We’ve put the “ Plus” in Cash-back Checking 
with Cash-Back Checking Plus ! Now, in 

addition to earning a nickel each time you 
swipe and sign with your Debit Card, you will 

also now earn 5 PlusPoints. Earn $2.25 in 
Cash-Back? Get 225 PlusPoints, too!

“Nickels earned for each debit signature transaction are deposited monthly to your 

Membership Savings account. $50.00 Minimum opening deposit. $1.00 monthly fee 

for ages 23 and over if $100 minimum balance is not met. Membership Required.”

Federally Insured by NCUA

800-252-8148

Whatever your dream... 
we can help.

Experience the Best in Friends, Food & Fun

Lakeline Oaks offers Freedom Dining, and a variety of fun and 
creative activities in a friendly luxurious resort-style community. 
Come live with us and experience the freedom to enjoy life! 

(512) 331-4100
1905 South Lakeline Blvd.

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Lakeline Oaks

www.RLCommunities.com

Dining Hours

(512) 671-7771
1950 South A.W. Grimes Blvd

Round Rock, TX 78664

OPENING SPRING 2011

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   December 2010  |  13  

City and County Notes  |  Recent news

Cedar Park Leander

Compiled by Victor O’Brien and Jenn Rains

Leander City Council meetings
Council meets Dec. 16, Jan. 6 and Jan. 20 
at 7 p.m. at Pat Bryson Municipal Hall, 201 
N. Brushy St. 528-2743, www.leandertx.org

Cedar Park City Council meetings
Council meets Dec. 16 and Jan. 13 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Cedar Park Public Library,  
550 Discovery Blvd. 401-5000,  
www.cedarparktx.us

Golf course damaged by flooding
Crystal Falls Golf Course is being 

repaired from flood damage from Tropical 
Storm Hermine.
•	 Suffered about $150,000 in flood damage 

and $30,000 in lost revenue and labor costs
•	 Cart paths, a spillway and several fairways 

and greens were damaged
•	 City Council appropriated $40,000 at  

Nov. 18 meeting for repairs
•	 Repairs to spillway and hole 12 green to 

begin in December

City sends gifts to soldiers
Leander filled Christmas 

stockings with good-
ies for the single 
soldiers of the Task 
Force 3-4 Aviation 
Unit—the city’s 
adopted battalion.

The stockings, which were made by the 
soldiers’ families, were sent Nov. 22 so they 
would arrive in Afghanistan, where the unit 
is stationed, by Christmas.

Cedar Park 
Fire Chief 
Chris Connealy 
presented a 
national award 
to the City 
Council on 
Nov. 18 recog-
nizing the Teen 

Advocates for Community Safety as a 
2010 National Citizen Corps Achieve-
ment winner. 

The Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency award honors the pro-
gram’s efforts to bring innovation and 
strength to neighborhoods through 
emergency response.

The program started in 2007.

Duane Smith poses with Cedar Park City Manager Brenda 
Eivens after being recognized for his retirement Nov. 18.

After almost 13 years of service, Cedar 
Park Planning Director Duane Smith 
retired Oct. 31. The city recognized his 
retirement at the Nov. 18 council meeting. 

Smith will remain with the city in a 
part-time role to help plan the city’s new 
tourism strategy and keep working with 
the 4B Cedar Park Community Develop-
ment Corporation.

Smith started as a transportation plan-
ner and became a player in planning for 
growth in the city in the last decade, City 
Manager Brenda Eivens said. 
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City planner retires, returns in new role

Council hears review of BmX bike ban
Parks and Recreation Director Curt Randa 

recommended not retrofitting Brushy Creek 
Skate Park for bikes at the Nov. 18 meeting. 
•	 Liability and litigation risks most promi-

nent reasons against
•	 BMX bikers requested council review the 

ban in October
•	 Parents, bikers concerned about safety 

risks of riding on streets

Final acquisition nearly complete  
for extension to Lakeline Boulevard

Lakeline Boulevard dead ends at 
Crystal Falls Parkway but will one day 
extend farther north, to Old FM 2243.

Barney Knight, city attorney for 
Leander, updated the council on the 
project at the Dec. 2 meeting.

He said the last right-of-way needed 
would be funded by three developers 
from the private sector. All right-of-way 
needed is secure once it is acquired.

The roadway is being funded by Wil-
liamson County, but right-of-way acqui-
sitions were up to the City of Leander.

No timeline has been set for con-
struction of the roadway.

emergency response team honored
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Old FM 2243

CR 279

CR 281

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Lakeline 

Blvd.

LAkELINE BLVD. EXT. Bagdad Rd.

Offer valid on new Centex homes in the Greater Austin, Killeen and Temple areas purchased between 12/01/10 and 12/31/10. Offer subject to change without notice and subject to availability. Not available on inventory homes. Not valid with other
promotions or discounts or on contract rewrites. Prices, availability, plans, communities and specifications are subject to change without notice. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to represent specific homes or completed
improvements being offered. See your sales representative for details. Void where prohibited. ©2010 Centex Homes

Save big during our $15K Your
Way Sales Event—going on now!
The holidays are right around the corner and Centex would like
to give you the ultimate gift: up to $15,000 toward options and
upgrades, interest rate buy-down, lot premiums or closing costs
when you buy a new Centex to-be-built home before December
31st. But hurry. When the holidays are over, so is this offer!

our gift to you.

for: your family
from: Centex Homes

CLOSE OUT PRICING!
North Creek Ranch
From the $110s • 778.5372 
USDA Eligible

ONLY ONE HOME 
REMAINS!
Westview Meadows
From the $110s • 778.5372
Model home for sale—$150,559

Summerlyn
From the $110s
778.5372 • USDA Eligible

NEW AMENITIES OPEN!
Cold Springs
From the $150s • 259-3282

Hurry in to a Sales Center 
today for unbelievable savings
on a new Centex home!
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Sharon Greene (left) and Kathy Goff make quilts that will be taken to Fort Hood. The women are members of Thank You Quilters, 
which delivers homemade quilts to injured soldiers at the Army facility to show appreciation for their service.
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Nonprofit Profile  |  Thank you Quilters

Thank You Quilters
thankyouquilters@gmail.com
www.thankyouquilters.org

Quilts and deliveries
The Thank You Quilters were scheduled to make 
a holiday delivery to Fort Hood Dec. 9. They 
are taking quilts and afghans for the wounded 
soldiers and children of the recovering soldiers.

The group also delivers lap quilts for those in 
wheelchairs and children’s pillowcases.

In the almost three years the group has made 
deliveries, they have taken more than 400 quilts 
and afghans to soldiers. 

Through word of mouth, other quilters have heard 
about Thank You Quilters, and have sent quilts for 
them to deliver. The other deliveries have come 
from Louisiana, Idaho, Nebraska, Arizona and from 
areas all over Texas.

Each quilt is required to have a red, white and 
blue theme. They are each affixed with a “Blanket 
Blessing” that reads, “This quilt is presented to you 
with gratitude for your service to our country. By 
Thank You Quilters.”

By Jenn Rains
Many people take the time during the 

holiday season to get involved in charities 
or find a way to help out the less fortunate. 
One Central Texas group takes the time to 
give back year-round.

The Thank You Quilters, a volunteer-
based community service group out of 
Cedar Park, makes and delivers quilts to 
Fort Hood throughout the year, as a way 
to say “thank you” to the men and women 
who serve this country.

Cedar Park resident Audrey Winter 
started the group in 2008.

“I read about a rehab center at Fort 
Hood and thought ‘where there’s a rehab 
center, there’s a hospital,’” she said. 

At the time, she could not find a group 
making quilts for the wounded at Fort 
Hood. She said everywhere she looked, 
people made the donations to military 
infirmaries in San Antonio.

Winters made her first delivery, seven 
afghans, to Darnall Army Medical Center 
at Fort Hood on Jan. 22, 2008. Soon after, 
more quilters got together to form the 
Thank You Quilters.

Since its inception, the Thank You 
Quilters have been involved in about nine 
or 10 deliveries, taking about 60 quilts at 
a time. The quilts are taken to the Warrior 
Transition Brigade, where soldiers are 
recovering from battle wounds and wait-
ing to be released.

“This is an expression of appreciation 
for what they’ve already done for us. This 
is not charity,” Winter said.

The group—which is made up of 
members from throughout Central Texas, 
including Cedar Park, Round Rock and 
Austin—meets the second and fourth 
Tuesday each month from 10 a.m. to  
5 p.m. at Ready To Sew Bernina in Cedar 
Park. The organization is open to anyone 
who wants to join.

“I never expected it to get this big,” 
Winter said. “I’m amazed by this group.”

The members have changed over the 
past two years, but the group’s mission 
remains the same: “The service men and 

All quilts that are delivered to the soldiers have a patriotic 
theme as they are made with red, white and blue.

women deserve our respect. This is our 
way of attempting to show our respect 
and say, ‘Thank you,’” Kathy Goff said.

Goff has been a member for more than 
two years and has been on several deliveries.

“It’s just the most heartwarming, heart 
wrenching thing,” she said. “You can’t 
help but just be in awe of their strength.”

Local owners Craig Kelly and Michael PeacockMust present coupon. Expires 1/31/11.resent coupon. Expires 1/31/1111prese
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Secure campus• 

Spanish and music classes•  for all 
preschoolers two and older

Individualized program and • child assessments

Degreed, credentialed, • experienced teachers

Challenging curriculum which • 
fosters a lifetime of learning

Chef-prepared lunches and snacks• 
Free Internet viewing for parents• 

Bluebonnet School of Cedar Park
3420 El Salido Pkwy. (at RR620)

512-331-9009

“You may have read 
my book—the 7th grade 

textbook on Texas history.”

L. Willoughby, 
ACC history professor

Austin Community College

Community Impact

4.9167x2.94

Runs December 2010

Registering for college takes time. 
Make history. Apply today.

austincc.edu



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   December 2010  |  15  

Local History  |  Origins of the holiday trees in Cedar Park, Leander By Victor O’Brien
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Standing more than 60-feet tall, the Heritage Oak Tree is the largest tree on public property in Cedar Park. Crews decorate the 
tree with more than 50,000 lights annually. 

Heritage Oak Tree
The historic Heritage Oak Tree is the hub 

of Cedar Park’s holiday festivities. Each 
year the tree is illuminated with festive 
lights as it overlooks the annual Santa’s 
Workshop family entertainment event. 

The recorded history of the Cedar Park 
Heritage Oak Tree dates back to the 1940s. 
The tree’s lifespan, however, dates back hun-
dreds of years. 

Estimated to be about 400 years old, with 
a height of more than 60 feet and a canopy 
spread of 90 feet, the Southern Live Oak 
at Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway, 
is the largest tree on public land in Cedar 

Park, Parks and Recreation Director Curt 
Randa said.

In the 1940s the tree was on privately 
owned land. During that time, children 
from the Whitestone school, a historic 
school located at FM 1431 and US 183, 
climbed and frolicked around the tree dur-
ing recess, Randa said. 

The land was donated to the city in 1997, 
and the tree’s first holiday lighting took 
place in 1998. Annually, more than 50,000 
lights are strung on the tree and can be 
seen throughout the holiday season. 

For 2010, the Heritage Oak tree lighting 
was held during a Dec. 3 event. 
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Leander found its first living holiday tree when Court 
Administrator Barbara Shannon chose a Leyland Cypress to 
be placed outside City Hall in September 2008. The tree also 
memorializes Shannon’s daughter, Shelli Shannon Guillot, 34, 
who died Jan. 1, 2008.

Leander Christmas Tree
Leander’s holiday tree carries a double 

meaning for Leander Court Administrator 
Barbara Shannon. More than just a tree to 
mark the season, the tree is also a memori-
al for her daughter, Shelli Shannon Guillot.

The idea for a memorial Christmas 
tree arose soon after Guillot, 34, died of 

complications from influenza encephali-
tis on Jan. 1, 2008. 

Guillot was born in Austin but grew 
up in Louisiana and worked as a certified 
public accountant in Shreveport, La. 

When prospective locations, including 
Robin Bledsoe Park, did not mix with the 
type of tree the Shannon family wanted, 
Parks and Recreation Director Steve 
Bozak proposed that the tree be planted 
at City Hall both to memorialize Guil-
lot and serve as the city’s holiday tree—
replacing an artificial tree the city used 
for several years. 

The Shannon family planted the 
Leyland Cypress tree in September 2008. 
A few months later, city staff lit the tree 
with several hundred lights and began a 
holiday tradition. 

“The idea is that it would grow with 
the city and one day be spectacular and 
beautiful,” Bozak said. 

The tree carries an even more personal 
meaning for Shannon, whose office 
window looks out onto the tree. When 
city staff illuminates the tree during the 
holidays, Shannon sees her daughter’s 
big, bright smile, she said.

“She could light up a room with her 
smile. The tree, when it’s lit up, makes me 
think of that,” Shannon said. 

The annual holiday tree lighting and 
parade were held for Dec. 4.

Accepting new patients 

located next to 
Cedar Park Regional 

Medical Center

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

1401 Medical Parkway B Ste. 410 • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkobgyn.com

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-9191

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

(512) 260-3636

More coverage. 
Less spendage.

Discounts up to

Get more. Spend less. It’s that simple when you 
get your car insurance from us. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.

40%
0901127 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Identity Company, Bloomington, IL

700 E Whitestone Blvd, Ste 101
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 259-0202
Jarrodd@CedarParkInsurance.com
www.cedarparkinsurance.com

Lease a 2011 Honda Civic LX Automatic Sedan

$4 a day
Continental Automotive Group - We’re All About Austin!

888-457-2064
FirstTexasHonda.com

First Texas Honda
Low No-Haggle Pricing

36 mos. lease WAC thru AHFC. Based on 12K miles per year with $.15 per mile excess charge.  $3339 due at signing. Residual $11969, MSRP $19305. Ends 1/4/2011

&What do you spend $4 a day on?
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Community Profile  |  Leander fire chief

Bill Gardner became the fire chief in Leander 
Oct. 1. He took the reins after Jerry Williams 
stepped down pending his retirement in 
February.

Gardner grew up in Sudan, a town of about 
1,100 on The Plains of South Texas. He attended 
South Plains College in Levelland, before 
graduating from the health science program at 
Texas Tech University.

He spent time as a teenager working as a 
volunteer firefighter and began his full-time 
career with the City of Littlefield. He worked for 
the Emergency Medical Services in Lubbock. 
In 1999, Gardner moved to Austin and worked 
for the Austin-Travis County EMS and was 
a firefighter for Jollyville before coming to 
Leander in 2005.

Is being a firefighter something you 
always wanted to do?

I was given some opportunities as a 
young man, at 15, to develop and direct 
where my life would go. One of those 
opportunities was to spend time at the fire 
department. That gave me the [chance] 
to learn what the core of the fire service 
is about: serving the citizen, your neigh-
bor, and being there to help your fellow 
firefighters. 

What do you enjoy most about 
firefighting?

The family element is good, but I like 
the people part of it. It’s a job where you 
get to actually reach out and make a dif-
ference in every little diverse pocket [of 
the community] that can exist. You get a 
chance to meet different people, different 
groups and work with each one of them. It 
makes you a better person.

Is there that one moment that is most 
memorable for you?

You have both good and bad moments 
in the fire service. The uncertainty of deal-
ing with the tragedy of death and explain-
ing those events to mothers and family 
members of the lost is a bad moment. 

The other side of it is the positive 
memories of the people who stop and 
thank you. The neatest thing is a young 

child who will smile and wave, no matter 
what’s going on in their world, at the sight 
of a fire truck and fireman. No matter how 
bad your day is, it makes you stop and 
realize the difference you make.

What is your greatest accomplishment 
as a firefighter?

I’ve had a lot of opportunities to serve 
in a lot of fashions, in all sorts of events. 
It isn’t one single thing, but it is knowing 
that, at some point in time, I was able to 
teach, or direct another young person to 
be successful in this career. If you take 
really good people and train them to be 
successful, you get to watch them succeed. 
That’s how you know you’re making an 
improvement in the chosen profession.

Do you still get out in the field and 
help with fires?

Our organization is still fairly small. 
Because of the number of staff we have for 
the number of emergencies or events we go 
to, I still go out on calls. We’re not a size of 
department where the fire chief can sit in 
an office and not have to do field work. 

Are there any common 
misconceptions about firefighters?

Sure there are, and some of them are 
self-created through the movies about 
firefighting. All of those have created an 

Interview by Jenn Rains

image of firefighters. The truth is they’re 
all regular people. They’re your neighbor; 
the guy you go to church with, the girl that 
is sitting with you at PTA. Their kids are 
on Little League teams. The difference is 
whenever their shift comes up they go in 
to work and they’ve made a choice to pro-
tect your way of life. They’re not superhe-
roes; they’ve just put themselves in some 
pretty tough spots.

What are your priorities as fire chief?
The No. 1 priority I will always have as 

fire chief is the safety and welfare of my 
staff. Second, I’m charged with mak-
ing sure we take care of our citizens and 
provide them [with] a safe, healthy and 
prosperous city to grow in. I think the 
third item is making the customer satisfied 
by educating them and informing them so 
that they know the facts.

What do you do in your spare time?
It is very strange for a young man who 

grew up on the South Plains of Texas who 
thought hockey was someone mispro-
nouncing the stuff that got stuck on the 
bottom of your boot to say this, but I love 
the game. I go to hockey faithfully. 

My wife and I go every time they play at 
home. We’re season ticket holders.
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Bill gardner 
Fire chief, Leander Fire department

Comment at more.impactnews.com/10782

Leander • 651 N. US HWY. 183, Suite 325 • (HEB Center behind Chase Bank, 
across from Texas Back Yard) • 512-260-7267

M-F 10-7 • Sat. 9:30-6 • Sun. 12-5

included with every cut
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www.FantasticSams.com

 Long & thick hair extra.
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  Expires 01/21/11

 Long & thick hair extra.
  Expires 01/21/11
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of $55 or more

Color or Perm Service 
of $55 or more
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By Amy Deis

Humane Society  
of Williamson County

A group of Round Rock 
residents founded the 
Humane Society of Wil-
liamson County in 1979 to 
prevent cruelty to animals 
and help with the growing 
number of stray animals.

For 28 years, the society 
served as the county’s shel-
ter. In 2007, the Leander-
based shelter became a 
nonprofit, no-kill facility fully relying on donations and its 
pool of 436 active volunteers.

Community relations manager Eran Albrecht said volun-
teers logged 4,200 hours of service to the shelter last month, 
working with more than 200 cats and dogs.

Volunteer duties include being a Clinic TLC-er (assist-
ing with post-surgery and medication duties), Kennel Crew 
(cleaning cages) or Puppy Playmate (ensuring animals do 
not get cabin fever).

Albrecht said the shelter revamped its volunteer program 
a couple months ago so volunteers could have more of an 
effect on the animals. Dog walkers now work on obedience 
skills with the animals.

“They work with the animals to help them become more 
adoptable,” Albrecht said.

Interested volunteers must go through orientation, and 
children 8–15 must have parent’s supervision. Call 260-3602 
ext. 102, visit www.hswc.net or e-mail volunteer@hswc.net.

Treasure of  
the Hills  
Senior Center

Senior citizens 
not only gather at 
the Treasure of the 
Hills Senior Center 
for socialization, 
but they serve as 
the volunteers who 
keep the center running.

Jeanne Felldin started Treasure of the Hills in 1990 as a 
place for people 50 and older to meet up.

The center has 260 members, and many volunteer to run 
the center and organize a variety of events and clubs.

“That’s what keeps us going,” said Shirley Trombley, who 
was recently elected as the center’s president.

Volunteers keep the center open from 9 a.m.–3:30 p.m. 
five days a week by serving at the reception desk, working in 
the library and doing yard work.

They also help organize and coordinate monthly craft 
groups, card games and breakfasts.

“We’re trying to add new activities all the time,” she said. 
“We have a Wii in there on the TV. We just need someone to 
show us how to use it.”

Trombley said the center prefers for volunteers to be 
members, but school groups are welcome to volunteer.

Call 331-6000 or visit www.toth-seniors.com.

Christine Deacon, a volunteer with the 
Humane Society of Williamson County, pets 
Benny, who has since been adopted.
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Members and volunteers at Treasure of the Hills Senior 
Center work at a bake sale.
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 Alzheimer’s Association - Capital of Texas Chapter  seeks 
to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of 
research and to enhance care and support for individuals, their 
families and caregivers. Volunteer opportunities vary.
3429 Executive Center Drive, Ste. 100, Austin 78731 • 241-0420 
www.alz.org/texascapital

 American Cancer Society  hopes to reduce the cancer mortal-
ity rate and cancer incidents through early detection, prevention 
research, patient services and advocacy. Volunteer opportunities 
include the Road to Recovery transportation and Reach to Recovery 
programs, assisting at health fairs and other events, fundraising, 
office duties and Relay for Life.
2433 Ridgepoint Drive, Ste. B, Austin 78754 • 919-1838 
www.cancer.org

 American Red Cross of Central Texas  ensures disaster plan-
ning, preparedness, community disaster education, mitigation and 
response, as well as assisting military members and their families 
in times of crisis. Red Cross volunteers perform a variety of services, 
including assisting in disaster relief, casework processing and staffing 
shelters.
2218 Pershing Drive, Austin 78723 • 929-1277 
www.centex.redcross.org

 Angel Food ministries - Hill Country Nazarene Church  is a 
nonprofit, nondenominational organization dedicated to providing 
grocery relief and financial support to communities throughout the 
United States. Volunteers help with the distribution and unloading 
of goods.
1750 Bagdad Road, Cedar Park • 259-0881 • www.hcnaz.org

 Austin Dog Alliance  is a rescue and pet therapy organization 
offering community education programs and pet therapy training 
working with all sectors of the community. Volunteers foster dogs, 
join pet therapy teams and help with marketing, special events and 
administrative duties.
12129 RM 620, Ste. 401, Austin 78750 • 335-7100 
www.austindogalliance.org

 Austin Groups for the elderly - elderhaven of Williamson  
 County provides care for seniors with special needs. Volunteers 
assist with activities including bingo and games, perform music, 
dance and serve clients.
475 Round Rock West Drive, Round Rock • 255-4865 
www.ageofaustin.org

 Austin Habitat for Humanity  teams build quality houses for 
impoverished families. Volunteers assist in new construction, land-
scaping, work in the ReStore or perform clerical tasks.
55310 Comal St., Ste. 100, Austin 78702 • 472-8788 
www.austinhabitat.org

 Autism Society of Greater Austin  is an all-volunteer chapter of 
the Autism Society of America, whose mission is to improve the 
lives of all affected by autism with a local focus on advocacy, infor-
mation services and family support. Volunteers are used in many 
different ways, including as staff for the Autism Awareness Bike 
Ride April 13, 2011.
P.O. Box  160841, Austin 78716 • 479-4199                                           
www.austinautismsociety.org

 Boys & Girls Clubs of the Austin Area  offers programs and services 
to promote and enhance the development of boys and girls by instill-
ing a sense of competence, usefulness, belonging and influence. 
Volunteer opportunities vary. Visit the website for more information 
on area chapters.
5407 N. I-35, Ste. 400, Austin 78723 • 444-7199 • www.bgcaustin.org

 Capital Area Food Bank of Texas  works to end hunger in the Aus-
tin area. Volunteers ensure donated food is suitable for distribution.
8201 S. Congress Ave., Austin 78745 • 282-2111 
www.austinfoodbank.org

 CASA of Williamson County, TX  recruits, screens, trains and 
supervises volunteers to provide “guardian ad litem” representation 
for abused and neglected children to help them reach a safe and 
permanent home. 
805 W. University Blvd., Ste. 111, Georgetown • 868-2822  
www.williamsoncountycasa.org

 Cedar Park Public Library Foundation  and Cedar Park Public 
Library volunteers help repair and process books, prepare materi-
als for the children’s program, help with special events and assist 
with other library needs. Volunteers for the library must be 14 or 
older, and those 16 and older must pass a background check.
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600 
www.cedarparktx.us/library

 Celebration of Love  works with area school districts and volun-
teers to give food and gifts to those in need. It also includes the 
Foreman-Phillips Reaching Out Center, which hosts a food pantry 
that is open every Friday from 1:30–5 p.m. Fresh Food for Families 
is the second Monday of every month from 2–4 p.m. and the 
Healthy Options Program for the Elderly occurs monthly on the 
third Thursday 2–4 p.m. Volunteer tasks vary.
15630 Vision Drive, Pflugerville • 251-4800 
www.celebrationoflove.org

 Central Texas SPCA  is a no-kill shelter that provides care for 
homeless animals. Volunteers assist with direct animal care, fund-
raisers and adoption.
909 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 260-7722  
www.centraltexasspca.org

 Crafting Comfort  and its volunteers create handmade quilts, 
toys and other items for those in need.
9725B Anderson Mill Road, Austin 78750 • 219-0321 
www.craftingcomfort.org

 Dell Children’s medical Center of Central Texas  is the only 
dedicated pediatric hospital in Central Texas. Volunteers provide 
assistance to patients, families and staff and take part in fundrais-
ing and community outreach.
4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin 78723 • 324-0161 
www.dellchildrens.net

 Down Syndrome Association of Central Texas  provides educa-
tion, support and resources to individuals with Down syndrome, 
their families, professionals and the community, while building 
public awareness and acceptance of the abilities of individuals 
with Down syndrome. Volunteers help with fundraisers, educa-
tional programs, office tasks and more. 
3710 Cedar St., Austin 78705 • 323-0808 • www.dsact.com

 Faith in Action Caregivers - Northwest  assists older adults in 
maintaining quality of life and independence. Volunteers provide 
transportation, home repairs and companionship to the elderly.
10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin 78750 • 250-5021 
www.fiacaregivers.org

 Financial Literacy Coalition of Central Texas  in collaboration 
with Texas AgriLife Extension Service, provides affordable or free 
money management education and training to adults and youth 
in the Central Texas area. FLCCT recruits and trains volunteers to 
provide this education and training. Volunteers help with various 
tasks and Spanish-speakers are needed. 
1600-B Smith Road, Austin 78721 • 854-9600 • www.flcct.org

 Friends of the Cedar Park Public Library  is a nonprofit, sup-
portive group of volunteers established in September 1980 to 
promote the library within the community. Its purpose is to 
support and strengthen the library’s resources and services to the 
public. Volunteers set up and maintain tables at book sales, help 
customers and work the register. 
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600 
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/li_friends.aspx

 Goodwill Industries of Central Texas  employs people with dis-
abilities. Volunteers work in the retail stores, computer recycling 
centers and job help centers.
150 W. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock • 388-2911 
www.austingoodwill.org

 Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County  teams build qual-
ity houses for impoverished families. Volunteers assist in construc-
tion and clerical tasks. 
2108 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 863-4344 
www.williamsonhabitat.org

 Hill Country Community ministries  is a nonprofit corporation 
that provides food, clothing and financial assistance for people 
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This guide is not a comprehensive list of  
all area organizations that need volunteers. If your  
organization is not included, please e-mail us at  
listings@impactnews.com and we will add it to our online list.

For more Central Texas volunteer  
opportunities, visit www.impactnews.com/volunteerguide

in crisis or poverty in southwest Williamson and northwest Travis 
counties. Volunteers help with the food pantry, sorting donated 
clothes, helping people find food and clothes and picking up 
donated food.
1005 Lacy Drive, Leander • 259-0390 ext.205 • www.hccm.org

 Hospice Austin  has provided compassionate medical, emotional 
and spiritual care for terminally ill people and their loved ones in 
Central Texas for the past 30 years. As the only nonprofit commu-
nity hospice in Austin, it offers extensive services for all, including 
expert pain and symptom management, an in-patient facility, and 
volunteer and bereavement services in Travis, Bastrop, Williamson, 
Hays and Caldwell counties. If volunteers want to be involved with 
patient care, a two-week training is required. Volunteers are also 
needed for office help and to adopt a family at Christmas. 4107 
Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 100, Austin 78759 • 342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org

 Humane Society of Williamson County  is a not-for-profit 
organization founded in 1979. Its missions are to provide innova-
tive programs and services to eliminate pet overpopulation and 
to improve the lives of pets and people in Williamson County. The 
minimum volunteer age is 8 years old, and volunteers must attend 
an orientation session to participate. 
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 260-3602 
www.hswc.net

 Keep Austin Beautiful  works to beautify and enhance the liv-
ing environment of the community. Volunteers work on service 
projects, including creek and road cleanups, tree planting and 
restoration projects.
55 N. I-35, Ste. 215, Austin 78702 • 391-0617 
www.keepaustinbeautiful.org

 Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center  was founded by Lady Bird 
Johnson and Helen Hayes in 1982 to protect and preserve North 
America’s native plants and natural landscapes. The Wildflower 
Center offers volunteer opportunities in the garden, festivals, edu-
cational programs and the gift store.
4801 La Crosse Ave., Austin 78739 • 232-0102 • www.wildflower.org

 Literacy Council of Williamson County  improves adult literacy in 
the county. Volunteers tutor adults and help them earn their GED.
2411 Williams Drive, Ste. 1, Georgetown • 869-0497 
www.literacycouncil-wc.org

 Lone Star Circle of Care  provides primary health care for unin-
sured and underserved patients in Central Texas. Volunteers help 
with administrative tasks and act as patient advocates.
1500 W. University Ave., Ste. 103, Georgetown 
686-0207 ext. 10128 or 10 • www.lscctx.org

 make a Wish Foundation of Central and South Texas  grants 
the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to 
enrich the human experience with hope, strength and job. Volun-
teers assist in wish granting, fundraising and event planning.
2224 Walsh Tarlton Lane, Ste. 200, Austin 78746 • 329-9474 
www.cstx.wish.org

 meals on Wheels - Leander, Cedar Park & Liberty Hill  makes 
and delivers nutritious meals to housebound members of the com-
munity. Volunteers deliver meals by bike or car.
351 N. Bagdad Road, Leander • 259-0288 
www.wbco.net/services_meals.html

 mobile Loaves & Fishes St. Thomas more  is a social outreach 
ministry for the homeless and indigent working poor. Its mission is 
to provide food, clothing and dignity to those in need. It accom-
plishes this mission by delivering food every day. Volunteers make 
and deliver food for the hungry, help lift men and women off of the 
streets and other tasks.
10205 RM 620 N., Austin 78726 • 258-1161 • www.mlfnow.org

 Open my World Therapeutic Riding Center  serves children and 
youths with disabilities using horses for their therapy. Volunteers 
ages 15 and up are needed to work directly with the students and 
horses or in other capacities.
1020 CR 270, Leander • 259-6665 • www.openmyworld.org

 Out Youth  promotes the well-being and identity affirmation of 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered youth. Volunteers provide 

mentoring and participate in activities.
909 E. 49 1/2 St., Austin 78751 • 419-1233 • www.outyouth.org

 Project Linus - Williamson and Travis County Chapter  provides 
handmade blankets for children going through a difficult time in 
their lives.
11000 Pairnoy Lane, Austin 78739 • 963-3015 
www.orgsites.com/tx/austinlinus

 Ronald mcDonald House of Austin  provides housing and support 
for families of critically ill children. Volunteers prepare meals and 
perform administrative duties.
1315 Barbara Jordan Blvd., Austin 78723 • 472-9844 
www.rmhc-austin.org

 RRISD Partners in education Foundation  generates and distrib-
utes resources to RRISD. Volunteers help with clerical assistance, 
filing, inputting information and help with fundraising for events.
1311 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock • 464-5113 
www1.roundrockisd.org/educationfoundation

 SafePlace  seeks to end sexual and domestic violence through 
safety, healing and prevention for individuals, families and the com-
munity. Volunteers work directly with families and individuals as 
well as provide assistance through indirect service, in more clerical 
or administrative roles. They accompany survivors to court, plan 
children’s birthday parties, deliver toys to SafePlace for clients for the 
Holiday Giving Program and more.
P.O. Box 19454, Austin 78760 • 267-7233 • www.safeplace.org

The Salvation Army  volunteers work in a wide variety of programs 
that assist the needy, including social services, character building 
activities and collecting donations.
501 E. Eighth St., Austin 78767 • 476-1111 
www.salvationarmyaustin.org

 Samaritan Health ministries  provides low-cost healthcare services 
to the uninsured. Volunteers support medical professionals by doing 
administrative duties or serving as translators. Medical profession-
als may also donate their time. Pharmacy technicians, physician 
assistants, nurse practitioners, physicians, dental hygienists and more 
are needed.
700 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 331-5828 • www.theshm.org

 Starry  provides shelter and foster care to abused and neglected 
children, as well as family counseling. Volunteers maintain facilities 
and care for children.
1300 N. Mays St., Round Rock • 246-4259 • www.starryonline.org

 Susan G. Komen for the Cure - Austin Affiliate  provides support, 
outreach and research in the fight against breast caner. Volunteers 
are needed to help with Race for the Cure, special events, public 
policy, public relations, community outreach and more.
3508 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 300, Austin 78704 • 473-0900 
www.komenaustin.org

 Texas Youth Commission  volunteers serve as mentors, tutors and 
advocates to youthful offenders and help them develop living and 
academic skills and a positive self-esteem.
P.O. Box 4260, Austin 78751 • 424-6090 • www.tyc.state.tx.us

 Thirst No more  is a Christian aid organization whose mission is to 
transform communities through the power of compassion. Its proj-
ects are typically in regions where people have been affected by war, 
tyranny or natural disaster. Volunteers of all ages for church projects, 
disaster relief and humanitarian projects are needed.
P.O. Box 22, Cedar Park • 382-4318 • www.thirstnomore.org

 Treasure of the Hills Senior Center  provides a place for seniors to 
gather for games and fellowship. Volunteer tasks vary.
408 Ridgewood Drive, Cedar Park • 331-6000 
www.toth-seniors.com

 Twin Lakes Family YmCA  volunteers assist in many programs that 
build stronger families and communities. Most volunteer opportuni-
ties are for youth coaches and special events.
204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 250-9622 
www.ymcagwc.org/twin_lakes/index.php

 United Way of Williamson County  is a nonprofit that seeks to 
advance the common good by focusing on education, income and 

health. Volunteers are needed for two free tax preparation sites and 
must register by the end of the year. Free training is provided.
1111 N. I-35, Ste. 220, Round Rock • 255-6799
www.unitedway-wc.org

 The Volunteer Center  is the central clearinghouse for volun-
teerism in Williamson County. The center coordinates with local 
nonprofit organizations to place volunteers where they are best 
suited.
1099 E. Main St., Round Rock • 733-7625 • www.volrock.org

 Williamson County Brown Santa  provides assistance to families 
in Williamson County living outside the geographical city limits of 
any town or city within the county not providing a similar program. 
Brown Santa purchases toys, books and other items needed to 
make Christmas brighter for children. Volunteers help box up gifts, 
match them with children, distribute the gifts, take donations, print 
photos and serve popcorn at events.
508 Rock St., Georgetown • 943-1400 • www.wilcobrownsanta.com

 Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center (WCCAC)  is a 
nonprofit organization that provides assistance to abused children, 
family members who are not offenders and the professionals dedi-
cated to the intervention, investigation, prosecution and treatment 
options related to child abuse cases. Volunteers are needed to greet 
families.
1811 SE Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3701 
www.wilcocac.org

 Williamson County Crisis Center Hope Alliance  provides a 
24-hour crisis hotline, a shelter and services and counseling to vic-
tims of sexual assault and family violence. Volunteers answer crisis 
calls, accompany sexual assault survivors to the hospital and help 
women and children at the shelter. Training is provided.
1011 Gattis School Road, Ste. 106, Round Rock • 255-1212 
www.hopealliancetx.org

 Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter  provides care for 
homeless animals. Volunteers are need in customer service, to 
clean, play with animals, take animals to events, help with adop-
tions, answer phones and administrative duties.
1855 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3322 • www.wilcopets.org

 Williamson County Symphony Orchestra  travels throughout 
Williamson County performing free concerts. Administrative vol-
unteers are needed prior to performances, and greeters and stage 
crew are needed at performances. Interested musicians can visit 
the website for open positions. The orchestra is currently in need of 
musicians who play French horn, cello and first violin.
1007 Green Meadow Drive, Round Rock • 789-5073 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

 Williamson-Burnet County Opportunities  provides resources 
and opportunities needed by children, adults and seniors of 
Williamson and Burnet counties to realize educational growth, 
economic self-sufficiency and improved quality of life. Volunteers 
are needed to assess meals-on-wheels candidates, as well as cook 
or deliver meals. Training is provided. 
604 High Tech Drive, Georgetown • 763-1400 • www.wbco.net

 Workers Defense Project  is a membership-based organization 
that empowers low-income workers to ensure fair employment 
through education, direct services, community organizing and 
strategic partnerships. Volunteers are needed to help workers who 
have not been paid for their labor, to help out in the office, to pro-
vide English/Spanish translation and to help support community 
organizing efforts. Spanish speakers are highly needed.
5604 Manor Road, Austin 78723 • 391-2305 
www.workersdefense.org
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Contact information
The Texas delegation represents 
your interests in the tax debate and 
other issues facing Congress. Contact 
information for your U.S. senators and 
representative is as follows:

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison 
202-224-5922 
www.hutchison.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn 
202-224-2934 
www.cornyn.senate.gov

U.S. Rep. John Carter - Texas 
district 31 
202-225-3864 
246-1600 
www.carter.house.gov

U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith - Texas 
district 21 
202-225-4236 
306-0439 
www.lamarsmith.house.gov

By Andrea Leptinsky
After months of inaction and 

partisan dispute, last week Demo-
crats in the U.S. House pushed 
through an extension of some of 
the Bush-era tax cuts. The legisla-
tion faces a GOP filibuster threat 
in the Senate, leaving some tax-
payers unclear about the effect of 
the cuts on their financial future.

The House of Representatives 
passed a bill Dec. 2 extending 
the tax cuts for individuals mak-
ing less than $200,000 and fami-
lies making less than $250,000. 
While the bill passed by a vote of 
234-188, is not expected to gain 
approval by the Senate.

U.S. Rep. John Carter, R-Round 
Rock, said Congress’ hesitancy to 
take firm action on the tax cuts’ 
expiration has in part resulted in 
a fear among American citizens to 
do any sort of long-term planning 
or spending.

“A big chunk of what is going 
on is the fear of the unknown and 
the inability to do long-term plan-
ning,” Carter said. “Today, almost 
everyone is expected to look 10 
years down the road. There is no 
way, with the tax environment we 
have created, we can look 10 years 
down the road.”
Sticking points

If Dec. 31 passes without any 
unified action by Congress, pre-
legislation tax rates and provisions 
would be re-established. Money 
that Americans have been pock-
eting for nearly a decade would 
instead go back to the government 
in the form of reinstated taxes. 

However, that the cuts would 
simply expire is not the most likely 
scenario, political observers said. 
In his budget proposal early this 
year, President Barack Obama 
indicated support for maintaining 
the cuts for the middle class.

“I strongly support extending 

tax cuts for middle-class families 
and ensuring no increased tax 
rates for 98 percent of Ameri-
cans,” said U.S. Rep. Lloyd 
Doggett, D-Austin. “I do not favor 
incurring another trillion dollars 
in debt needed to provide another 
tax cut to the 2 percent of taxpay-
ers who earn over $250,000 a year.

“I have supported recently 
approved tax cuts for small busi-
nesses, the engines that help 
drive a strong economy. Limiting 
tax cut extensions to those over 
$250,000 will affect less than 3 
percent of small businesses.”

GOP lawmakers have long 
coalesced around preserving all 
the tax cuts. Carter said tax cuts 
for all income earners should be 
kept because some of the rein-
stated taxes would be harmful.

“We keep talking about the 
graduated income tax that affects 
everyone, but the tax on dividends 
and capital gains—and the capital 
gains tax that will go up from 15 
percent to 20 percent—means a 
lot to you, if you’re selling some-
thing,” he said. “The tax on divi-
dends will go up from 15 percent 
to 39.6 percent—that’s a stab right 
in the heart for our retired people 
who are living on dividends.”

The estate tax expired in 2009 
but is expected to resurface in 
2011, if Congress does not address 
the topic by year’s end. That tax, 
in particular, would have a huge 
effect on Texans, Carter said. 

“We are a landed group of peo-
ple here in Texas, and land appre-
ciates greatly,” Carter said. “If it’s 
in Pflugerville or Round Rock, 
that’s farm land that is worth a 
whole lot of money. If someone 
dies, they may think they have 
a family farm out there, but it 
probably is a multimillion-dollar 
estate. The tax burden [on the 
family] will be horrendous.”

This fall, Obama left room in 
the debate to negotiate a tempo-
rary extension of all the Bush-era 
cuts, even for people making more 
than $200,000. Lawmakers were 
slated to take up the tax cut matter 
before adjourning in December. 
Background on tax cut debate

President George W. Bush 
signed the Economic Growth 
and Tax Relief Reconciliation Act 
in 2001 and the Jobs and Growth 
Relief Reconciliation Act in 2003.

The legislation dropped income 
tax rates, eliminated the marriage 
penalty, raised the child tax credit, 
and lowered the estate tax rate, as 
well as the capital gains and divi-
dends tax rates, among others.

According to the Tax Policy 
Center, a married couple with two 
children under 13 and a household 

Child tax credit
The tax relief legislation raised 
each family’s per-child tax credit to 
$1,000 from $500.

Marriage tax
The tax cut gave a married couple 
who filed jointly a standard 
deduction twice that of a single filer. 

Capital gains  
and dividends
The maximum rate on long-
term capital gains and qualified 
dividends were reduced from 20 
percent to 15 percent as part of the 
tax relief legislation. 

Tax cut highlights

Comment at more.impactnews.com/10778

News Report  |  Demystifying the Bush tax cuts

If all Bush tax 
cuts stay in 
place

Obama 
budget 
proposal

If all Bush tax 
cuts expire

Single

10% 10% 15%

15% 15% 15%

25% 25% 28%

28% 28% 31%

33% 28% 36%

33% 36% 36%

35% 39.6% 39.6%

Married Filing Jointly

10% 10% 15%

15% 15% 15%

15% 15% 28%

25% 25% 28%

28% 28% 31%

33% 28% 36%

33% 36% 36%

35% 39.6% 39.6%

Source: Tax Policy Center

Income tax brackets
What’s at stake 

0 8,575

8,575 34,850

34,850 84,350

84,350 175,950

175,950 195,550

195,550 382,550

382,550 —

0 17,150

17,150 58,150

58,150 69,700

69,700 140,550

140,550 214,200

214,200 237,200

237,200 382,550

382,550 —

Taxable income

Over But not over

income of $75,000 saw about 
$2,600 shaved off their income 
taxes as a result of the tax cuts.

The Treasury Department esti-
mates that making the tax cuts 
permanent for everyone will cost 
$3.7 trillion over the next 10 years.

Congressional Budget Office 
Director Douglas Elmendorf told 
the Senate Budget Committee  in 
September that extending the 
cuts, even temporarily, would give 
the economy a  short-lived boost. 

“A permanent extension of all 
those tax cuts, without future 
increases in taxes or reductions in 
federal spending, would roughly 
double the projected budget defi-
cit in 2020,” Elmendorf said. 
Additional reporting by Nicole Smith

Source: Tax Policy Center

• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

SAVE UP TO 
15% OFF ANY 
DELL LATITUDE 

NOTEBOOK
Not valid with any other offers. One coupon per 

person. Not valid on previous sales. 
While supplies last. Expires 01/21/11.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

NOW 
OFFERING 

the latest 4G Wimax 
Internet Service!

Downtown Austin:  24th & Rio Grande  474-6060
 M-F 10-6 Sat 11-4

Cedar Park:  1890 Ranch Shopping Ctr  260-9393 
M-F 10-7 Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (next to Half Price Books)

www.mrnotebook.com

FREE DIAGNOSTICS/
EVALUATION ON ANY 

NOTEBOOK OR 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 

Not valid with any other offers. One coupon 
per person. Not valid on previous sales. 

Expires 01/21/11.

Re-upholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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December 15 thru January 15, 2011
Come see our new arrivals!

10%
OFF

Custom Upholstered 
Headboard Labor

Plush will be closed for the holidays from December 24th until January 2nd.
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Parmer Lane
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/10754

subdivision is an 1,800-acre mas-
ter-planned community built by 
Waterstone Developments.

The community is nearing 
build-out, with only one area of 
development left in the commu-
nity, said John Avery, whose fam-
ily sold the land to developers to 
build the community.

Waterstone has two other proj-
ects in the works, Pearson Place 
and Avery Station, near Parmer 
Lane on Avery Ranch Boulevard.

John Avery is the developer of 
another community along Parmer, 
the Ranch at Brushy Creek, which 
has seen rapid development.

“I think there are several factors 
[leading to the growth],” Avery 
said. “We’ve got a spill-over from 
Avery Ranch because we’re getting 
the benefit of the move-up buyers 
on this corridor.”

Move-up buyers start with 
smaller, less expensive homes and 
then buy larger homes as their 
economic situation improves and 
their family grows.

“Couple that with the fact that 
Cedar Park is a desirable city to 
live in, and that’s why we are see-
ing success,” he said.

The Ranch at Brushy Creek has 
200 lots under construction in 
three sections, with 700 additional 
lots to be built after that, Avery 
said. The subdivision will have 
about 1,700 homes at build-out.

“It is one of the fastest growing 
residential areas right now,” Barron 
said of The Ranch at Brushy Creek.
The next step

With the residential element 
in place along Parmer Lane, the 
commercial aspect has followed. 
Daycare services, doctor’s offices, 
restaurants and convenience 
stores dot the available land front-
ing the road.

“Rooftops always drive retail,” 
Moulinet said. “The houses come 

first, and then you start to see 
commercial and retail, which is 
what happened here.”

A stretch of roadway between 
Colonial Parkway and FM 1431 
continues to grow as new shop-
ping centers are being built.

Link said other commercial 
businesses, such as Kwik Kar, are 
in various stages of building at the 
intersection.

With Cedar Park landlocked by 
the cities of Austin, Leander and 
Round Rock, few areas of the city 
have the available land to build 
and expand. Parmer Lane has 
been one of those areas over the 
past decade, making it an attrac-
tive place to build, Avery said.

As for future growth, Link said 
there continue to be inquiries 
about different parcels in the area. 

Another residential develop-
ment, Caballo Ranch, is under 
construction just north of FM 1431 
on Ronald Reagan Boulevard, and 
has about 50 homes completed, 
said Dan McFall, developer of the 
community.

“We’re going to continue to 
sell lots to builders,” McFall said. 
“It’s all predicated by home and 
lot sales, but we’re continuing to 
move forward.”

With the anticipated building of 
Schlitterbahn Waterpark on FM 
1431 to the east and development 
along Ronald Reagan Boulevard in 
the north, Parmer Lane could con-
tinue to become a major corridor.

2243

WHITeSTONe  BLVd.

1431

NeW  HOPe  dR.

growth on RONALd ReAgAN BOULeVARd
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Ronald Reagan Boulevard, an 
extension of Parmer Lane north of FM 
1431, was built by Williamson County 
and is the largest eastern corridor in 
the City of Leander.

Residential developments along 
Ronald Reagan Boulevard began in 
2005 with the Cold Springs subdivision.

Today, the stretch of road is rolling hills 
and trees, but a few years ago it was 
expected to explode with growth. It 
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“The houses come first, 
and then you start to see 
commercial and retail, which 
is what happened here.” 

—Nick Moulinet
Bury & Partners,  

director of business development

Source: Bury & Partners

ronaLd W
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Sarita Valley Ranch

Rancho Siena

Cold Springs

LISD Middle School

CRySTAL FALLS PKWy.

has suffered two setbacks: lack of utilities 
and a failing housing market.

“This corridor, four years ago, was about 
the hottest real estate there was,” Nick 
Moulinet of Bury & Partners said. 

He said when utilities are in place, 
developments should follow. 

Jim Bechtol, Leander development 
services director, said, “Utility expansion 
will open this area. Ronald Reagan is an 

attractive road. It’s new and has a wide 
median and creates a very attractive 
thoroughfare for development.”

The Reagan and FM 2243 Ltd. 
Group is building a water line to the 
intersection of FM 2243 and Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard, while the city is 
building a wastewater line to the area 
that should be completed by June 
2011, said David Hutton, Leander 
planning director.

Caballo Ranch

• Development began 
2005.

• First model homes 
breaking ground now.

• DR Horton and Ryland 
Homes are builders.

• 1,584 lots at build-out.

Source: Bill Gunn

• Water and wastewater 
lines being built.

• Construction to begin 
when infrastructure is 
in place. 

• To feature single-family, 
retail and multi-family.

Source: City of Leander

• Construction should be 
complete in 2011.

• School to open for the 
2012–13 school year.

• Will be Leander ISD’s 
eighth middle school.

Source: Leander ISD

• Development began 
2004.

• First homes broke 
ground in 2008.

• CenTex Homes the 
primary builder

• 400 lots at build-out

Source: CenTex Homes

• Development began 
2006.

• First homes broke 
ground in 2008.

• 50 houses complete; 
423 lots at build-out

• Commercial element at 
entry way

Source: Dan McFall

(512) 293-4400  accornerstone@yahoo.com

Uncommon Quality Built on 
Bedrock Principals

Serving the local community over 20 years

REMODELING

ADDITIONS

BARNS

OUTDOOR LIVING AREAS

GARAGESREMODELING

LET US TAKE THE

SCARYSCARY OUT 
OF

“We design, 
build, 

decorate, & 
get smiles”

FREE 
ESTIMATE 
AND INTIAL 
DESIGN WORK

Head Insurance Group
w w w. h e a d i n s u r a n c e g r o u p . c o m

CHOICES...THAT IS WHAT WE ARE ALL ABOUT

201 S. Lakeline Blvd Ste 304
Cedar Park

David Head
Independent Insurance Agent

COMPARE 
TODAY 336-2929

• Auto

• Home

• Business

• Life

• Health

• Renters

To Do:

Call David Head

336-29
29
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Regional Report  |  Abridged stories from our other editions
Top Stories    

Major retailers pause developments in The domain
Austin For years, the buzz surrounding 
retail developments in Northwest Austin 
held that national upscale retailers Saks 
Fifth Avenue and Nordstrom would move 
into The Domain. While these projects are 
on hold, other Domain projects, including 
Whole Foods Market, a 9-acre park, a Fiat 
dealership and many smaller retailers, 
continue to progress despite difficult 
market conditions.

Chad Marsh, managing principal 
for Endeavor Real Estate Group, said 
Nordstrom and Saks Fifth Avenue 
representatives had agreed in 2006 to open 
stores at The Domain under Endeavor 
management. When the economy dipped, 
all parties jointly decided to put the 
agreement on hold pending a stronger 
marketplace.

“We stay in touch with them and hope 
to eventually bring them to The Domain, 
but at this time, there are no concrete 
plans,” Marsh said. 

The uncertain economy also delayed 
plans for Whole Foods Market to move 
from its current location in the Gateway 
Center to The Domain, Marsh said. A 
smaller version of the Austin-based 
upscale market is being planned, but 

he said the store will not be ready for 
shoppers for at least three more years.

Whole Foods representatives 
announced plans earlier this year for 
three new Austin stores: at Hill Country 
Galleria, The Shops at Arbor Trails and its 
move into The Domain.

Plans originally called for a more 
than 100,000-square-foot space for 
Whole Foods at The Domain and a 
250,000-square-foot, 10-story office 
building above the store, but the sour 
economy put an end to the office project, 
Marsh said. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10627

Lake Travis The cities of Bee 
Cave, Lakeway and West Lake 
Hills, as well as Travis County, 
applied for party status with the 
Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality in late October. 

Party status would allow stake-
holders to participate in a hearing 
on whether to include portions 
of southwestern Travis County 
and western Comal County in a 
groundwater conservation district. 

“Groundwater districts are 
charged to conserve, preserve and 
prevent the waste of groundwa-
ter resources,” said Kelly Mills, 
leader of TCEQ’s groundwater 
planning and assessment team. “A 
groundwater district is the only 
entity in the state authorized to 
protect [a landowner’s] private 
water well.”

Under Texas Water Code 35 
and 36, TCEQ must take action 
on regions designated as Prior-
ity Groundwater Management 
Areas—also known as critical 
areas—if local efforts have not 
succeeded in creating a GCD.  
There is no deadline to do so.

Bee Cave, Lakeway, West Lake 
Hills and a small part of the City 
of Austin are all included in the 
Hill Country PGMA, designated 

groundwater district proposed by TCeQ in western Travis County

Source: 
TCEQ
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a critical area by the Texas Water 
Commission in 1990 because of 
a report the commission created 
showing groundwater demand 
would eventually exceed avail-
ability. 

GCDs, such as the Bar-
ton Springs Edwards Aquifer 

Conservation District within por-
tions of the cities of Austin and 
West Lake Hills, have been estab-
lished in all of the Hill Country 
PGMA counties except portions 
in the southwestern Travis and 
western Comal counties. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10776

Round Rock Round Rock’s pop-
ulation growth spurt has brought 
with it development, shopping, 
dining and more than 20 hotels. 
The flip side of the boom, which 
has elevated the city’s regional 
and national status, is a steady 
rise in crime.

From 2004 to 2009, Round 
Rock grew from 78,970 to 97,212, 
an increase of about 23 percent, 
according to estimates from the 
city’s planning and community 
development department. Dur-
ing that time, total reported part 
1 crimes—violent and property 
crimes—increased 39 percent, 
according to the FBI’s Uniform 
Crime Reporting Program.

Because violent crime held 
steady during that period, the 39 
percent increase is due to prop-
erty crime—primarily theft. 

The city and police depart-
ment have taken a number of 
steps to preserve Round Rock’s 
reputation as one of the safest 
city’s in the country, a reputa-
tion it earned after Congressional 
Quarterly placed it among the 
safest cities with populations 
more than 100,000. 

In 2009, Round Rock ranked 
fourth. It made the list again this 
year, but fell slightly to ninth.

“I think that Round Rock’s 
place as one of the safest cities 
in Texas and safest cities in the 
nation is something that we need 
to protect vigorously for the citi-
zens,” Mayor Alan McGraw said.

A major cause of the increase in 
Round Rock’s crime rate, beyond 
normal population increases, has 
been the additional opportunity 
afforded along the I-35 corridor, 
where potential criminals have 
easy access to cars near hotels 
and shopping centers, as well as a 
ready-made traveling route.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10717

Round Rock crime on the rise, in line 
with population boom

Pflugerville Michael Randig remembers 
riding his tractor down the country road 
that is now Toll 130. The fourth-generation 
farmer said he has worked his entire life in 
Pflugerville and in recent years has watched 
developers purchase the land around him. 

 Today, city officials say they hope the 
miles of cropland surrounding the Toll 
130 corridor will become a haven of 
commercial and retail outlets, homes and 
business parks. Randig, who leases or 
owns 2,000 acres a mile east of the cor-
ridor, is not in favor of this plan. But if the 
price is right, he would go along with it. 

 The final segment of Toll 130 opened in 
2008, to help relieve traffic along I-35 and 
give cities in north Travis and Williamson 
counties direct access to Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport. Toll 130 begins north 
of Georgetown and ends at U.S. 183 in Mus-
tang Ridge. The Pflugerville corridor runs 
from Priem Lane to Cameron Road.

Because of this accessibility, Council-
man Wayne Cooper said the corridor is a 
prime location for development.

“We see it as the economic engine for 
our future and what differentiates us from 
other cities,” Cooper said.
  The Pflugerville City Council initially 

passed a zoning ordinance in September 
2007 that defined future development 
of the area around the toll and targeted 
more than 3,000 acres for rezoning, all 
with an eye on growth.

 A citizen advisory committee—cho-
sen by the City Council—decided that 
future development around the toll road 
should include a variety of places to shop 
and work, a varied tax base, a long-term 
market picture and a smart, sensible 
design. Committee members envisioned 
a pedestrian-friendly area where citizens 
could work and live.

 Based in part on the committee’s sug-
gestions, the ordinance also formed three 
new zoning districts with the goal of cre-
ating a large-scale town center with a mix 
of residential and commercial properties. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10716

Pflugerville makes room for Toll 130
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Austin Musicians spanning 
several decades have serenaded 
audiences in a studio space that 
helped transform Austin into the 
Live Music Capital of the World. 

For 36 years, “Austin City 
Limits,” the longest running 
music series in American 
television history, has been taped 
from Studio 6A on The University 
of Texas campus, but it will soon 
move to a custom-made venue 
downtown that producers say 

Now Open 
Austin Former University of Texas 
quarterback Vince Young opened 
Vince Young Steakhouse, 301 
San Jacinto St., on Nov. 6. The 
restaurant is housed in the building 
that was previously occupied by 
Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant 
and the MTV reality show “The Real 
World.” Call 457-8325.

Relocations
Austin The Texas Rollergirls 
announced Nov. 4 the team will 
move from Playland Skate Center 
in Northwest Austin to the Austin 
Convention Center for its 2011 
season. The move will triple the 
audience capacity and increase 
visibility for the organization. Visit 
www.txrollergirls.com.

In the News 
Lake Travis At the request of the 
Buchanan/Inks Regional Council, 
the Lower Colorado River 
Authority plans to lower Inks Lake 
in early January by eight feet for 
about six weeks. This will allow 
lakeside residents to do repair and 
maintenance work to shoreline 
structures such as retaining walls. 
Water released from Inks Lake will 
be captured in Lake Travis. Visit  
http://lcra.org.

Central Texas Rudy’s Country 
Store and Bar-B-Q has launched a 
new service that allows customers 
to purchase and ship Rudy’s 
brisket, turkey breast and ribs 
anywhere in the country through 
its website. All orders include a 
bottle of Rudy’s barbecue sauce. 
Visit www.rudys.com.  

Community Impacts 

Inside Information

Business Profile

Austin On a Tuesday afternoon, 
about a dozen Austin residents 
relax with a cold drink at The 
Water Tank Bar and Grill. Some 
exchange jokes with the bartend-
er—who they know by name—
while others play pinball or watch 
sports replays on ESPN.

Regulars account for more 
than half of the bar’s customer 
base, co-owner Charles Ander-
son said, and it is the comfort-
able and inviting atmosphere 
that keeps bringing them back. 

Anderson and his business 
partner, Ray McEachern, bought 
the neighborhood bar at 7309 
McNeil Road in 1994. At the 
time the bar served only beer 
and had a limited menu, but it 
has since expanded to a full bar 
and grill with food items ranging 
from tacos to chicken fried steak. 

The bar originally opened 
as The Water Tank in 1986. 
Though Anderson is not certain 
where the name comes from, he 
suspects it has something to do 
with the City of Austin water 
reservoir located half a block 
down the road. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10621

will attract a larger audience but 
retain the same intimate setting 
for which the show became 
famous. “ACL” had its final taping 
in Studio 6A with Lyle Lovett. 

Construction on the new venue 
is to be completed in January. The 
show announced its new schedule 
Nov. 19, with the first taping to 
happen as soon as February 2011.

“ACL” Executive Producer 
Terry Lickona said although 
Studio 6A once fit 800 people, its 

The Water Tank Bar and Grill  7309 McNeil Road, Austin
331-9831 • www.austinwatertank.com

Tiff’s Treats Southwest 3201 Bee Caves Road, West Lake Hills
519-3300 • www.cookiedelivery.com/austin

West Lake Hills Just about a year 
ago, Tiff’s Treats added its latest 
Austin location in the Westwood 
Shopping Center. Though new 
to West Lake Hills, the locally 
owned business has been in Aus-
tin since 1999, when two Universi-
ty of Texas students began selling 
cookies to classmates. 

Now the business has three 
locations around Austin—in Cen-
tral Austin, in northwest Austin 
near Braker Lane and U.S. 183 
and in West Lake Hills—and has 
also expanded to the Dallas area. 

Tiffany Taylor and Leon 
Chen grew up together outside 
of Richardson, Texas, and were 
friends while attending UT. As an 
apology for standing Chen up one 
night, Taylor baked him cookies, 
using a family recipe. Though 
Chen was not a die-hard sweets 

Neighborhood dining

183 n

McNeil Rd.

San Felipe 

Blvd.

Spicewood 

Springs Rd.

‘Austin City Limits’ studio heads downtown capacity was reduced to 320 after 
fire marshals reassessed the space. 
As the show’s popularity grew, 
it became apparent that a larger 
space was needed. 

“Moving to a new space that 
we could design from scratch and 
accommodate for more people 
has been a goal for a long time,” 
Lickona said. “We have taken 
the ‘ACL’ brand and expanded 
it beyond our wildest dreams. 
Having a full-time music venue 
that operates year-round will 
hopefully have more impact.” 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10584
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Austin City Limits 310 W. Second St. • 225-7999 • www.austincitylimits.org

Technology Report

Austin Business leaders gathered 
in Northwest Austin in early 
November to encourage collabo-
ration among Austin’s regional 
entrepreneurial community.

The Austin Innovators and 
Entrepreneurs Series, an effort 
between the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce and 
IBM Venture Group, held its first 
session Nov. 4 at IBM Corpora-
tion’s campus on Burnet Road. 
More than 350 people gathered to 
listen to speakers John Cohn—an 
IBM leader and a former cast 
member of Discovery Channel’s 
“The Colony”—and Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell. 

By providing access to IBM’s 

resources, the series hopes 
to grow a base of innovative 
companies. The series will offer 
programs throughout the year on 
technology industry for entrepre-
neurs and investors. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10616
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Austin Innovators and entrepreneurs Series 
11501 Burnet Road, Bldg. 904 • 322-5657 • www.austinchamber.com

fan, he said he loved the cookies. 
Chen said he needed to get a 

part-time job, but instead he and 
Taylor decided to start a small 
business out of his apartment. 

They baked cookies and deliv-
ered them hot and fresh out of the 
oven to students. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10771
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Round Rock In 2006, Round 
Rock ISD officials made it one of 
their top initiatives to increase 
test scores for minority and low-
income students. 

 Superintendent Jesús Chávez 
reinforced this goal during his 

eduction Focus
Closing the achievement gap in Round Rock ISd
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State of the District address Oct. 
12. Though an achievement gap 
still exists, it is closing, he said. 

Black students trailed white 
students by 22 percentage points 
on the science portion of TAKS 
in 2010, compared with 30 

points five years before. Hispanic 
students lagged behind white stu-
dents by 16 points compared with 
26 in 2005. Low-income students 
were 22 points behind compared 
with 33 points five years ago. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/10889
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(512) 467-8080   ufcu.org

Not only do you get great customer 
service from UFCU, but low rates too.
“I have always been happy with UFCU’s customer service. 
But when I needed a loan I decided to shop around anyway. 
Who isn’t looking to save a few dollars, right? What I found 
out was that UFCU had the best rates around. It’s a great 
surprise to find out that my credit union not only wanted me 
to be happy with them, but to prosper with them too.”

Kyle Clark
Assistant Director, UT Austin
UFCU Member

Education Focus  |  ACC offers veteran-focused writing classes

By Joseph M. de Leon
For more than four years, 

Sean Moore fired rockets and 
set off explosives in Iraq for the 
Marine Corps. 

Since August he has been pur-
suing a physics degree at Austin 
Community College’s Northridge 
Campus in hopes of learning 
the skills necessary to eventually 
design combat vehicles for the 
Department of Defense. 

“The hardest part is feeling 
completely and totally out of 

Austin Community College freshman Sean Moore was an active-duty Marine from 2005 to 2009 and 
served as an O351 infantry assaultman. 

my comfort zone,” Moore said. 
“Guys that participate in combat 
are used to knowing exactly 
what everyone is doing at any 
given time, but in college every-
one is in their own little pro-
gram, so it’s hard for me to feel 
relaxed in that environment.”

To help serve the growing 
number of veteran students and 
ease the transition from military 
to civilian life, ACC staff devel-
oped two writing classes that 
focus on the veteran experience. 

English Composition I is open 
exclusively to veterans, and a 
creative writing class focusing 
on the soldier memoir is open to 
veterans, family members and 
their supporters.

ACC spokeswoman Alexis 
Patterson said the courses were 
offered for the first time during 
the fall 2010 semester only at the 
Northridge campus, 11928 Stone-
hollow Drive, because of its large 
veteran population. 

The courses have been so popu-
lar, the program has expanded to 
ACC’s Riverside Campus, 1020 
Grove Blvd., for spring 2011 and 
may be offered at other locations 
if demand continues.

The course’s instructor,  
Christine Leche, Ph.D., spent 
nearly 20 years teaching active 
duty troops in war zones like Bos-
nia, Kosovo and Afghanistan. 

Class topics are designed to 
appeal to former service mem-
bers, Leche said. Essays include 
such topics as soldiers writing 
from war zones, how technology 
is influencing the Arab world, 
what should be censored and how 
soldiers deal with those issues. 

“Writing is a way to process, 

Spring 2011 writing classes for 
veterans
ENGL 1301 | section 23086 | English composition 
(veterans only) 10:30–11:50 a.m. Tue., Thu. at 
ACC Riverside

ENGL 1301 | section 24096 | English composition 
(veterans only) 5:40–6:55 p.m. Tue., Thu. at ACC 
Northridge

ENGL 2307 | section 23362 | Creative Writing– 
The Soldier Memoir (veterans and supporters)
2:50–4:05 p.m. Tue., Thu. at ACC Northridge
Any ENGL 1301 section as a prerequisite.

Registration deadline is Jan. 12. Call 223-4636.

Additional resources 
Post-9/11 gI Bill summary
www.gibill.va.gov/post-911/ 
post-911-gi-bill-summary
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but also a way of sharing the story 
with people who would have 
no way of knowing that way of 
life,” Leche said. “These students 
know what it means to be alive, 
they know what it means to miss 
people until they ache, they’re 
pushed to extremes that others 
are not and the result of that is 
that they are authentic.” 

Learning about the writing 
process has exceeded Moore’s 
expectations, he said.

“I thought it would just be 
about writing formal papers, 
but it’s actually turned out to be 
more of a learning experience—
I’ve learned about myself and 
how to express myself through 
writing,” Moore said. “It’s really 
important for guys and girls 
like us to be able to express our 
opinions about our experience in 
the military.”

Moore is also enrolled in other 
classes, but spending time with 
other veterans has helped him 
acclimate to college life, he said.

“You know you can trust the 
people to your left and to your 
right, you don’t have to worry 
about what they think about you 
or what you’ve done,” Moore said. 
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Retail
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/10755

out, the more developers will ask 
the city to redevelop land. Know-
ing what has worked and is work-
ing can help the council make 
more informed choices, he added. 

A concern for Fuller is how to 
use limited land and developed 
space to increase sales tax revenue. 
Building gas stations, for example, 
might mean less retail vacancy 
but would add little or no sales tax 
revenue, Fuller said. 

In effect, similar retailers “can-
nibalize each other” if too many 
are competing in a market for the 
same sales, Economic Develop-
ment Director Phil Brewer said. 
Current picture

The analysis revealed that Cedar 
Park is in a good position because 
construction is low compared 
with other submarkets. Though 
cities prefer more construction, 
too much construction, low inter-
est from retailers and too much 
vacant space can be problematic, 
Holt said.  

A concern for officials is that the 
city has one of the highest retail 
vacancy rates in the Austin area, 
which has fared the best among 
Texas’ major metro areas.   

Brewer said he believes the 
vacancy rate is low compared with 
other Texas regions and a sign that 
Austin and then Cedar Park will 
be among the first cities to exit the 
recession, after being one of the 
last to enter it. 

Powell said he is “cautiously 
optimistic” about the future but 
believes Cedar Park will be even 
more attractive and in a good 
position to bounce back stronger 
from the recession.
moving forward

The retail analysis could cause 
the council to zone land in a way 
that adjusts to current conditions, 
despite many factors beyond the 
city’s control, Powell said. 

The analysis signalled one step 
in an ongoing city assessment. 
Another step is an analysis of 
how much it costs, including city 
fees and turnaround times, for 
businesses to develop in Cedar 
Park. In November Holt said he 
expected to make the presentation 
Dec. 9.

Powell said, “I believe you make 
your own luck and I want to con-
tinue to make sure Cedar Park 
is the best place for small and 
medium-sized business to open 
up. Ultimately their success is our 
success.” 

A retail space analysis compiled by 
Cedar Park in October quantified 
something city officials said they 
already knew anecdotally: The city’s 
premier retail corridor, FM 1431, 
is thriving and Bell Boulevard is 
struggling.

The disparity between the two 
major corridors has played out in 
retail space during the past decade. 
The older part of the city, Bell 
Boulevard gave way to the new 
development along Cypress Creek 
Road and FM 1431. 

In 2002, the 4B Cedar Park 
Community Development 
Corporation began the 183 
Corridor Enhancement Project, 
a beautification reimbursement 
program, in hopes of coaxing 
Bell Boulevard property owners 
into renovating to make the 
strip become more inviting for 
customers and businesses.

The program reimburses owners for 
75 percent of costs, or up to $50,000, 
for safety and aesthetic renovations.

The driveways and curbs 
contributed to many head-on 
collisions and crashes, 4B board 
Vice President Maria Talamo said.  

“We knew that we had to keep 
people from getting hurt and killed 
and to improve the look of what 
was our central business district. We 
knew we needed to do something 
about the 183 corridor,” she said.

The project achieved a decrease in 
accidents and involvement from 
many local operators but struggled 
gaining support from nonlocal 
owners, Talamo said.

Officials said one hindrance for 
nonlocal owners was that the 

program requires the owners to pay 25 
percent of the costs. 

Getting business owners from out of 
town to make an investment when 
their building is already paid off is 
challenging, 4B board member Mo 
Jahadi said. 

Talamo said local owners are more 
likely to care about the community and 
see the 25 percent as less of a burden 
and more of an investment or giving 
back to the community.

Jacki Spillman paid $20,000 and the 
city paid $50,000 for landscaping 
improvements to her business, Yello 
Corner Child Development Center. The 
improvements garnered immediate 
praise from clients and raised her 
property value, she said. 

“We knew we’d never be able to do 
something of that magnitude. Me and 
my husband decided it was worth our 
money,” said Spillman, a Cedar Park 
resident.

Down the street at HDTV Clinic, John 
Trovato made property improvements 
through the enhancement program 
but found the project cost him more 
than the 25 percent he paid for a new 
driveway, wheelchair ramps and work 
to concrete structures. His appraised 
property value increased $60,000 and 
raised the amount he pays in taxes, 
Trovato said. 

As the owner of a struggling business 
saddled with higher property taxes, 
Trovato said he fears the project has 
made it harder for him to make money 
and could lead other owners to raise 
rents on small businesses, which 
makes it more difficult for a business to 
compete.

According to an informal survey 
conducted by the city as part of the 

retail analysis, Bell Boulevard carries a 
26 percent vacancy rate, as opposed to 
7.5 percent on FM 1431 and 11 percent 
on Cypress Creek. However, the survey 
did not reflect Big Lots moving into an 
estimated 40,000-square-foot vacant 
space on Bell Boulevard in November.

Waning interest in the enhancement 
project has prompted 4B board 
members to reduce the project’s 
budgeted amounts in each of the past 
few years, Jahadi said. 

Bridging the interest gap between local 
and nonlocal owners is an obstacle city 
officials have yet to solve. 

A TALe OF TWO CORRIdORS: Bell Boulevard (US 183) and FM 1431
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“I don’t know anything more that 
the city can do that they aren’t 
already trying,” Jahadi said. 

The competition between Bell 
Boulevard and FM 1431 is part of 
having a strong retail market, and 
the disparity does not have city 
officials “pushing the panic button,”  
Cedar Park Economic Development 
Specialist Larry Holt said. 

“We view this competition as 
healthy,” he said. “This is a natural 
part of a healthy retail marketplace. 
1431’s success means more retailers 
and, hopefully, draws competition.”

Source: CoStar Group, Q3 2010
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LOCAL 
HOLIDAY L   GHT

Nominate your neighbors. Send us a picture or description of neighbors who go above and beyond each 
year with their holiday light displays, or areas in Cedar Park and Leander that have impressive light displays. 
Email lcpnews@impactnews.com. Check www.impactnews.com/lcplights for updates to this feature.

Over the years, visiting light displays 
has become a holiday tradition for some 
families. After thanksgiving, many houses, 
neighborhoods and businesses will deco-
rate with multicolored lights and figurines, 
creating light displays for people to enjoy 
through Christmas. 

the tradition has evolved over the years 
as some people accept donations at light 
displays for local charities, while other dis-
plays feature radio stations to tune to for 
Christmas carols. 

here are some places in Cedar Park and 
Leander to enjoy festive light displays:

 2410 Sharon drive 

 Anna Court

 Chinati Court

 Marysol Trail

 1300 Butch gap Cove

 1715 Warwick Way

 Country Squire drive

 Oak Tree of Cedar Park
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1001 Cypress Creek Road, Suite 106  •  Cedar Park
www.� eMaryDaleLawFirm.com 
� eMaryDaleLawFirm@yahoo.com
(512) 249-5828

• Business Law

• Contract Law

• Employer/Employee Issues

• Commercial Landlord/Tenant Law

• Real Estate/Property Disputes

• Commercial Civil Litigation

• HUB Certi� ed

• Veteran Owned

Mary Lopez Dale
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

PERSONABLE.  DEPENDABLE.  QUALITY SERVICE.

n

Compiled by Traci Rodriguez

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   December 2010  |  29  

In four months of weekly 
classes learn the complete 
tai chi set of 108 moves. 

The sequence of continuous 
movements incorporates 
stretching and turning to 
improve the body, mind, 

and spirit.
Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Church • 3315 El Salido Parkway 
Cedar Park, TX • 512-339-9004 • http://texas.usa.taoist.org

Appropriate for all ages and ability levels. 
Classes held near Lakeline Mall. 

NEW BEGINNER CLASSES START

FIRST CLASS FREE!

Wed Jan 5 6:30–8:00 PM

Sat Jan 8 9:00–10:30 AM

Thurs Feb 3 6:30–8:00 PM

Mon Mar 7 6:30–8:00 PM
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News Update  |  williamson County denied FEMA assistance for flooding

By Rebecca LaFlure and Jenn Rains
 For the second time in a 

month, the federal government 
denied Gov. Rick Perry’s request 
for financial aid for Central Texas 
to repair flood damage caused by 
Tropical Storm Hermine Sept. 8.

Perry asked President Barack 
Obama in a Sept. 20 letter to issue 
a major disaster declaration for 13 
Texas counties, including Travis 
and Williamson. The Obama 
administration denied the request 
Oct. 8, but Perry appealed.

In a letter dated Nov. 5,  
W. Craig Fugate, administrator of 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, wrote that fed-
eral officials stand by their initial 
evaluation.

“We reaffirm our original 
findings that the impact from 
this event is not of the severity 
and magnitude that warrants 
a major disaster declaration,” 
Fugate wrote. “The required 
response appears to be within the 
combined capabilities of the state, 
affected local governments and 
voluntary agencies.”

According to Perry’s writ-
ten request in September, eight 
Texans lost their lives due to the 

tropical storm, including one in 
Williamson County and one in 
Travis. Perry’s report stated 178 
Texas homes were destroyed and 
298 suffered major damage.

Cedar Park officials have iden-
tified 80 homes with flood dam-
age, while Leander has a reported 
15 flood-damaged homes.

Jarred Thomas, Williamson 
County’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator, estimates that 
the flood in Williamson County 
affected about 654 homes, but 
said it is difficult to place a dollar 
amount on the damage.
Some relief on the way

Although Perry’s request was 
denied, on Nov. 9, the U.S. Secre-
tary of Commerce issued a disas-
ter declaration, allowing the Small 
Business Administration to set up 
a center to issue low-interest loans 
for homeowners, renters and busi-
nesses affected by the storm.

On Nov. 11, the SBA set up a 
Disaster Loan Outreach Center 
at Round Rock City Hall, 221 E. 
Main St. in Round Rock to assist 
applicants in Williamson County 
and 17 other counties.

Thomas said city governments 
are working to fix road damage, 

but individual residences will 
take the longest to repair. The 
SBA loans, he said, will secure 
funding for residents and help 
accelerate the cleanup process.

“Providing assistance to home-
owners is really difficult, and 
that’s our main concern,” Thomas 
said. “There’s no quick fix.”

Williamson County Judge Dan 
Gattis also asked that Perry seek 
an agricultural disaster decla-
ration from the U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture to make loans 
available from the Farm Service 
Agency to eligible agricultural 
producers and farm operators.

The Williamson County 
Voluntary Organizations Active 
in Disaster established a commit-
tee to assist residents affected by 
the flooding. The Tropical Storm 
Hermine Long-Term Recovery 
Committee is partnering with 
city and county agencies to deter-
mine the needs of families.

The committee is organizing a 
day for volunteers to assist resi-
dents in fixing their homes.

County officials are asking 
affected residents to complete the 
Unmet Needs Assessment Survey 
at www.wilco.org or call 943-3839.

SBA Disaster Loan Outreach Center
The Small Business Administration has a 
Disaster Loan Outreach Center at Round 
Rock City Hall, 221 E. Main St., Round Rock. 
The center helps applicants apply for loans 
to repair damaged real estate, personal 
property or businesses, and nonprofits 
caused by Tropical Storm Hermine. 

Homeowners must provide Social Security 
numbers, insurance, and lease or deed 
information. Businesses should provide 
Social Security or EIN numbers, insurance 
and financial information.

The center is open weekdays  
9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

TROPICAL STORM HeRMINe dAMAge IN WILLIAMSON COUNTy
Residential flood damage by city
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At the Capitol  |  Preview of 82nd State Legislature

Texas House Districts before and after 2001 redistricting
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By Andrea Leptinsky
As Texas’ next legislative ses-

sion starts Jan. 11, two topics will 
be looming over the Capitol: the 
budget and redistricting. 

According to state legislators, 
the outcome of the 2010 elections 
have drastically changed the 
anticipated outcome of both. 

“Clearly we had a huge change 
in the makeup of the House,” 
said Rep. Donna Howard, 
D-Austin. “We know very little 
about these new people coming 
into the Legislature.”

The 82nd Legislature includes 
two new senators and 37 new 
representatives, all of whom 
most likely will need to be edu-
cated on topics, including mental 
health funding, border security 
and water quality issues. The fact 
that some previous legislators 
who worked on these issues are 
now gone results in a significant 
loss of “institutional memory,” 
Howard said.

 Of the 150 representatives 
in the House, 99 of them are 
Republican, creating one of the 
largest party majorities in state 
history. Republicans won 22 
seats from the Democrats in the 
November elections.

Aside from balancing the 
budget and redistricting, the 
next Legislature can expect to 
see some new bills brought up as 
a result of the majority shift, said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the 
Republican Party of Texas.

“I’m 99 percent convinced we’ll 
see a voter ID bill … and one on 
border security,” he said. “And 
the Republican Party would lose 
total support if they raised taxes.”
Ironing out the budget

The 2011 budget includes 
$80 billion in general revenue 
funding that goes toward health 
and human services, education 

and other state agencies. With 
health and human services and 
education taking up roughly 80 
percent of the budget, only $16 
billion is left to fund highways, 
prisons, mental health services 
and other state needs. 

Though some lawmakers say 
budget cuts will require cutting 
“into bone,” the actual projected 
shortfall will not be fully known 
until January. Current projec-
tions estimate the shortfall could 
be as much as $28 billion.

In a November meeting of 
the Legislative Budget Board, 
Republican Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst and House Speaker 
Joe Straus, R-San Antonio, 
agreed Texas will be in the hole 
by at least $4 billion based on 
lower-than-expected sales tax 
revenue and the results of fiscal 
year 2010. 

In part, some legislators blame 
the restructuring of the franchise 
tax as one reason why the state 
may be in for a large shortfall. 
The tax is defined as “a privilege 
tax imposed on corporations, 
including banking corporations 
and limited liability companies 
that are chartered in Texas.” Out-
of-state corporations that do busi-
ness in Texas are also taxed.

In 2006, legislators changed 
the franchise tax’s base, lowered 
its rate and extended coverage to 
active businesses receiving liabil-
ity protection, under state law. The 
move was projected to bring in 
$6.8 billion in additional revenue 
in 2009, but instead only brought 
in $3 billion, said Sen. Leticia Van 
de Putte, D-San Antonio.
Redistricting Texas

Once population numbers are 
released next year by the U.S. 
Census Bureau, legislators will 
also face the task of redistricting, 
which is expected to create an 

additional three or four congres-
sional districts based on popula-
tion growth.

State legislatures are required to 
redistrict every 10 years, after cen-
sus numbers are released. But they 
are not limited to doing so just 
once a decade, as shown in 2003 
when Republicans led a redis-
tricting effort that split Travis 
County into three districts. Steve 
Bickerstaff, a professor at The 
University of Texas School of Law, 
said he expects 2011’s redistricting 
initiative to be no different than 
those of decades past, especially 
now that Republicans have the 

majority in the Legislature.
“From my standpoint, it’s 

not going to likely be differ-
ent in terms of partisan out-
come because the Legislature is 
unlikely to adopt redistricting 
plans for the House and Senate,” 
Bickerstaff said.

Instead, as in three of the past 
four post-census redistricting 
sessions, efforts to remap bound-
aries will fall upon the Legislative 
Redistricting Board, composed 
of the lieutenant governor, 
comptroller of public accounts, 
commissioner of the Texas 
General Land Office, speaker 

of the House and the attorney 
general. The LRB has the final 
vote in redistricting when the 
Legislature fails to pass its own 
redistricting plan, or its plans are 
found to be invalid.

“The shape of your govern-
ment for the next 10 years will 
be defined by what happens in 
a process in which you are not 
included,” said Harvey Kronberg, 
editor of “The Quorum Report,” 
a publication on state politics. 
“Every two years, voters get to 
pick their elected officials. Every 
10 years, public officials get to 
pick who votes for them.”

Based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2009 estimates, 
the population shift out of North and West Texas and 
into the Dallas, Austin and Houston areas means up 
to four congressional districts will be created to cover 
the densely populated areas, while one congressional 
district will be removed from North or West Texas.
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40.0 to 88.9

estimated 2009 percent change in county population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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1401 Medical Parkway B, Suite 311, Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.795.2009 (ph)

Jonathan Buten M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Board Certi� ed OB-GYN
28 Years in Private Practice

Dr. Buten also specializes in:
Gynecology, Well Woman Exams, & Menopause• 

In-O�  ce Endometrial Ablation & Sterilization• 

Correction of Uterine, Bladder, Rectal, and Vaginal Prolapse• 

Urinary Incontinence Evaluation, Treatment,  and Surgery• 

Accepting most insurance plans!

Cedar Park Gynecology
Center for Minimally Invasive & Reconstructive Gynecology

Now o� ering Single Incision Laparoscopic Surgery.
(Hysterectomy, Fibroid Treatment, Endometriosis, Oophorectomy)

01 MM diedi lcal PPa krkway

www.drbuten.com
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Family Impact  | Cedar Park and Leander By Val Avery

December
11 Cocoa & Cookies with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus
The Twin Lakes Family YMCA will have Santa 
Claus on hand for pictures and for children 
to share their Christmas wishes. Hot cocoa, 
cookies, crafts, story time, and sing-alongs 
will be part of the entertainment. • 8:45 
a.m.–1 p.m. • $10 per child for members; 
$15 per child for nonmembers. • Twin Lakes 
Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar 
Park • 250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

Through Dec. 24  
Visit with Santa Claus 
at Lakeline Mall 
Santa Claus and his helpers will be set up 
at Lakeline Mall outside Dillard’s on the 
lower level everyday until Christmas Eve. 
Children can stop by to visit, give him their 
Christmas wishes and take a photo. • Mon.–
Thu. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.; Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.– 
8 p.m.; Sun. noon–6 p.m. • Price varies by 
picture package closen • 11200 Lakeline 
Mall Drive, Cedar Park • 257-8500  

20–Jan. 1 Winter 
Wonderland Camp
The Little Gym at Lakeline is hosting a winter 
camp for ages 3–8. Arts, crafts and group 
activities are included. • 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
$25 per child per day for members; $30 per 
child per day for non-members; 10 percent 
discount for siblings • 14010 US 183 N.,  
Ste. 440, Austin • 918-9876 
www.tlgaustinlakelinetx.com

20–31 Leander ISd 
holiday vacation
The Leander ISD is having its holiday 
break beginning Dec. 20. Students will be 
dismissed Friday, Dec. 17 and will return to 
school Monday, Jan. 3. • 570-0000  
www.leanderisd.org

20–Jan. 3 Round Rock 
ISd holiday vacation
The Round Rock ISD is having its holiday 
break beginning Dec. 20. Students will be 
dismissed Friday, Dec. 17 and will return to 
school Tuesday, Jan. 4. Monday, Jan. 3 is a 
teacher workday. • 464-5000 
www.roundrockisd.org

Kids calendar
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A child enjoys the sweet treats at Krissy’s Cakes.

Krissy’s Cakes
2403 US 183 S., Ste. 102
Leander
755-2588
www.krissyscakes.com

Bagdad Rd.

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

183

Osage Dr.

Day Tr ip

Holiday outings
Pioneer Farms
10621 Pioneer Farms Drive, Austin 
837-1215
Homestyle Holiday Hoedown
The Biscuits Brothers of PBS fame will perform 
a holiday concert of family-friendly music at 
Pioneer Farms, where their show is filmed.

Dec. 4, 6–8 p.m., Tickets are $10 and available at 
www.biscuitbiz.com/ho3.

ebenezer’s Journey
The historical houses that dot Pioneer Farms 
will become stops along Ebenezer Scrooge’s 
journey through time in this interactive take on 
“A Christmas Carol.” Dec. 10, 11, 17 and 18,  
7-10 p.m. Tickets are $12.

Whistle Stop Christmas 
Cleburne
Eleven acres of Christmas lights will drape 
Johnson County’s Hulen Park from Dec. 3 
to Jan. 1, as part of Cleburne’s Whistle Stop 
Christmas event.   
Hulen Park, 900 S. Hillsboro St., Cleburne 
Admission is free. 817-645-2455,  
www.whistestopchristmas.org

Santa’s Ranch  
New Braunfels
Check out the 50-foot Christmas tree while 
cruising by lighted holiday displays at this 
drive-thru outing. Sun.–Thu.,  6–10 p.m.; Fri. 
and Sat., 6–11 p.m., until Jan. 2 . Entry fee is 
$20 per car. Season passes are available for 
$40. 9561 N. I-35, New Braunfels. 
830-743-1293, www.santasranch.net

Grapevine
As is fitting for the self-described “Christmas 
Capital of Texas,” Grapevine, 25 miles 
northeast of Dallas, offers a variety holiday 
activities for children. For instance, there is 
a 30-minute train trip aboard the North Pole 
Express. Every Fri., Sat. and Sun. through  
Dec. 21. Tickets are $18, but free for children 
2 or younger. Other activities  and admission 
information is available online at  
www.grapevinetexasusa.com/christmas

Grapevine, Texas calls itself the ‘Christmas capital of Texas.’
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Just Because Christmas Project is a 
nonprofit program that aims to help fami-
lies who are not receiving aid from other 
holiday support programs in the area.

“This is a project without borders—
whether you live in South Austin or 
Cedar Park, we will try to help you,” orga-
nizer Tino Hernandez said. “It’s about the 

Just Because Christmas Project
Austin Diocese Medical Mission 
110 Raley Road, Cedar Park  
www.austindiocesemedicalmission.org/ 
justbecause.html

The core group of volunteers for Just Because Christmas 
Project has been with the organization for at least three years.

Just Because could also use volunteers 
for the collection and distribution process.

“I only ask people to do what they can. 
They don’t have to spend a lot of money,” 
Hernandez said.

For more information on how to become 
involved with the Just Because Christmas 
Project, call Hernandez at 748-1763 or 
Cynthia Gonzales at 748-5542.

needs of the community at this special 
time of year. We don’t want anyone to fall 
between the cracks if we can help it.”

Just Because, which got its start 
around 1987, identifies families in need 
through local schools, the Williamson 
County Health District and other agen-
cies. The group then links families with 
sponsors, who provide nonperishable 
food staples and children’s gifts. In 2009, 
Just Because arranged for more than 500 
families to get support.

Some of the ways people can help a 
family identified by Just Because include: 
becoming a family sponsor and donat-
ing wish list items, making monetary 
donations, or by donating clothes, toys 
or nonperishable foods.

Donations will be accepted Dec. 17 from 
6 to 10 p.m. at Hernandez Middle School, 
1901 Sunrise Road in Round Rock.
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Kriston Wood, known as 
Krissy, found her passion for 
baking and turned her dream 
into reality when she opened 
Krissy’s Cakes in Leander.

From the moment custom-
ers step inside Krissy’s Cakes, 
they know they have entered 
somewhere special. The atmo-
sphere is bright and cheery, 
and the air is filled with the 
smells of baking. 

The store is large and spa-
cious with counters lining the 

open kitchen where customers 
order their treats and watch 
them being made. 

Near the back of the bakery 
is a quaint pink and brown 
striped room where customers 
can sit while placing their order 
or sampling treats. 

Orders can be placed in the 
store, over the phone or on the 
website. 

The bakery is open Tue.–Fri., 
10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Lotus Ob.Gyn
OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling 
Obstetrical Care • Annual 

Gynecologic Exams • Treatment of 
Abnormal Pap Smears

 Family Planning • Menopause 
Urinary Incontinence • Minimally 
Invasive Surgery • Treatment of 
Abnormal Bleeding • Da Vinci 

Robotic assisted Surgery

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407 • Round Rock, TX 78665   

Lotus Ob.Gyn

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

SAIMA JEHANGIR, 
MD, MPH, FACOG 

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

n



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   December 2010  |  33  

Residential Real Estate  |  Neighborhoods at a glance

Westview Meadows  Leander - 78641
With a nearby community park and pool, an 
H-E-B grocery store and a Lowe’s store, Westview 
Meadows is close to an assortment of shopping 
essentials. The neighborhood is minutes from Toll 
183A and Capital Metro’s park and ride service. 

Leander ISD schools
• Jim Plain Elementary School
• Leander Middle School
• Leander High School

Featured homes

204 Carol Ave.
3 Br./2.5 Ba. | 2,269 sq. ft.
Agent: Eddie Gawlik, 
Robinson Co. Realtors

$124,900
217-9595

537 emma Rose St.
4 Br./2 Ba. | 1,577 sq. ft.
Agent: Matthew Menard, 
Keller Williams Realty

$119,900
947-8787

540 mackenzie Way
4 Br./2 Ba. | 1,602 sq. ft.
Agent: James Morelli, 
RE/MAX Capital City

$119,900
744-4153

109 mesa Drive
3 Br./2.5 Ba. | 1,670 sq. ft.
Agent: Val Velasquez, 
Casa Blanca Realty

$118,000
736-2721

Buttercup Creek  Cedar Park - 78613
Buttercup Creek comes with quick access to 
Lakeline Mall, the Austin Community College 
Cypress Creek campus and nearby shopping 
centers. The community has a pool and park. It 
also features a natural preserve with caves. 

Leander ISD schools
• Faubion Elementary School
• Henry Middle School
• Vista Ridge High School

Featured homes

1226 Fall Creek Loop
4 Br./2.5 Ba. | 2,985 sq. ft.
Agent: Clive Rutherford, 
Highlands Lake Real Estate

$269,000
589-7635

1315 Anna Court
5 Br./4.5 Ba. | 4,323 sq. ft.
Agent: Dan Zora, 
Mike Parker & Co.

$434,900
507-0800

1209 Valorie Court
4 Br./3.5 Ba. | 4,280 sq. ft.
Agent: Cliff Nowell

$339,950
964-1925

1103 Bit Lane
3 Br./2 Ba. | 2,314 sq. ft.
Agent: Kitty Fowler, 
Fowler Realty Associates

$249,900
825-9109
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PROUD AFFILIATE OF

TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY, CALL THE TOROS
OFFICE AT 512-236-8333 OR VISIT AUSTINTOROS.COM

BUY ONE, GET ONE
TICKET FREE!
REDEEM AT TICKET BOX OFFICE. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. EXPIRES: 2/1/11.

SUN. DEC. 19TH AT 5PM
TOROS VS. RENO BIGHORNS
HOLIDAY PARTY
PRESENTED BY TEXAS ORTHOPEDICS

THURS. DEC. 30TH AT 7:30PM
TOROS VS. TULSA 66ERS
THIRSTY THURSDAY

Mon-Thu  11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri  11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sat  11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sun  11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

1540 Cypress Creek Suite 106
Cedar Park, TX 78613 

(512) 257-0888

Conveniently 
located near Austin 
Community College!

S. Lakeline       BLVD

RR 620

Cypress   Creek RD

183 TollAnderson Mill RD

Korean & Japanese Sushi & Grill

Bibimbab  •   Sashimi Bibimbab  •   Korean Grilled BBQ

Get 15% OFF of your meal with this 
coupon during the months of December & January! 

GREAT TWO-ROLL LUNCH SPECIAL
(Dinner only- not available during lunch)

Now We Deliver!



34  |  December 2010   Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

Cedar Park, Leander, Austin
78613  Cedar Park
78641  Leander
78717  Austin

ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

2003 Tillman Drive, Cedar Park $325,000

1900 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park $125,790

Residential Real Estate  |  Property Listings

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 3202 Blazing Star 3br/2ba $169,900 1,538 Terrie Kunec Moreland Properties 771-4921
78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 3122 Castellano 4br/3ba $415,000 3,330 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 3128 Fiorellino 4br/3ba $315,000 3,215 Pete Martin ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1713 Cattle Drive 4br/3ba $244,775 2,968 Judy Schoening Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 797-4422
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1812 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/3ba $250,000 2,911 Gerri Misko Prudential Texas Realty 426-2814
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2011 Clegg Drive 3br/2ba $199,999 2,084 Paul Logan J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 502-7827
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2003 Tillman Drive 4br/4ba $325,000 3,742 Jan Obar Keller Williams Realty 567-3955
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 416 Oakcrest Drive 3br/3ba $159,900 1,940 Rose Land Keller Williams - Lake Travis 924-2208
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 400 Marigold Lane 5br/2ba $202,000 3,133 Russell Martinez e-Executive Realty 691-9383
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Townhomes 401 Buttercup Creek 3br/2ba $131,466 1,341 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 300-4445
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Townhomes 401 Buttercup Creek 3br/2ba $115,420 1,273 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 300-4445
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Townhomes 401 Buttercup Creek 2br/2ba $111,875 1,075 Rodney Rodriguez Keller Williams Realty 300-4445
78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1804 Fairweather 3br/2ba $144,900 1,860 Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775
78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter 1711 Big Bend 3br/2ba $189,900 2,221 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 347-9599
78613 Cedar Park Coventry Crossing 2615 Byfield 3br/2ba $139,000 2,231 Dow Kennedy RE/MAX Capital City II 267-6302
78613 Cedar Park Cross Creek 13101 Running Doe 5br/4ba $365,000 3,700 Candi Smith Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 426-5958
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon 2815 Checker Drive 4br/2ba $259,900 2,673 Bettye Turner J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 241-1745
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 2br/2ba $125,790 1,552 Cynthia Dietz Austin City Living 731-6934
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 2br/2ba $160,160 1,532 Cynthia Dietz Austin City Living 731-6934
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1115 Antelope Ridge 3br/2ba $259,000 2,224 Morris Joseph Joseph Realty Group, LLC 350-3512
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 419 Clear Creek 4br/2ba $279,990 3,129 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 567-1672
78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2212 Wheaton Trail 3br/2ba $185,000 2,351 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II 426-1881
78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2334 Zoa Drive 4br/3ba $225,000 3,205 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II 426-1881
78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2105 Barnett 3br/2ba $109,900 1,309 Adrian Grabe J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 517-4502
78613 Cedar Park Shenandoah 3004 Great Valley 3br/2ba $123,500 1,096 Harry Deitz Keller Williams Realty 560-2375
78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 202 Wigeon 3br/2ba $234,000 2,275 Ernesto Hernandez Keller Williams Realty 968-4663
78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 112 Greater Scaup Lane 4br/2ba $239,000 2,731 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty 784-2142
78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 507 Gadwall Lane 4br/2ba $289,970 2,597 Scott Robarts Keller Williams Realty 775-9600
78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 1506 Merganser 3br/2ba $419,983 2,652 Gary Gentry Keller Williams Realty 794-6728
78613 Cedar Park Silverado West 509 Whistlers 4br/2ba $239,900 2,771 Kimberly Montgomery Keller Williams Realty 709-3094
78613 Cedar Park Silverado West 511 Paseo Grand Drive 4br/2ba $250,000 3,318 Ernesto Hernandez Keller Williams Realty 968-4663
78613 Cedar Park The Ranch at Brushy Creek 3907 Knob Creek 4br/3ba $449,900 3,737 Liz Ott Keller Williams Realty 338-4771
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2316 Aldworth 6br/4ba $559,000 4,129 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 947-8787
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2613 Farleigh 4br/3ba $469,900 3,675 Shawn Smith e-Executive Realty 789-6035
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 500 Walsh Hill 4br/3ba $256,990 2,774 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 525 Cameron 3br/2ba $249,990 2,479 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 527 Cameron 4br/2ba $263,990 2,742 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78641 Leander Arrowhead Point 7507 Navajo 4br/3ba $417,500 2,785 Doug Land Capital City Sothebys Itl Rlty 940-6645 112 Greater Scaup Lane, Cedar Park $239,000

Now Open
Motel 6 Cedar Park
800 Arrow Point Dr.

Cedar park, TX 78613
512.260.3233

For Reservations:
motel6.com 
800 4-Motel 6

Motel 6 Cedar Park Ammenities:
Free expanded cable • Guest laundry • Free morning coffee and 

local calls • Free WiFi • Indoor pool • Pets welcome • Kids under 18 
stay free* • Extended stay suites with kitchenettes available

* when accompanied by a parent

Rates as low as

$44.99
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307 McCarthur Drive, Leander $134,900

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

1408 Rio Bravo Loop, Leander $154,650

17507 Darleen Drive, Leander $700,000

14417 Mowsbury Drive, Austin $175,500

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/10731

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 09/24/10 and 11/29/10 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Residential Real Estate  |  Property Listings

Less than $100,000
$100,000–$149,900
$150,000–$199,900
$200,000–$299,900
$300,000–$399,900
$400,000–$499,900
$500,000–$749,900
$750,000–$999,900
$1 million + 

9
152
130
55
21
10
13
3
3

Price range Number of homes for sale Average days on market

2
38

103
146
43
9
4
2
2

67
92
81

117
184
117
126
100
301

84
73

102
95
93
70

116
109
187

November 2010
November 2009
October 2010
September 2010
August 2010
July 2010
June 2010
May 2010
April 2010

51
81
55
41
78
60
92

101
93

Month 
 

47
78
49
55
70
62
81

105
84

On the market  (November 1–30) monthly home sales

CLN* CLN CLN CLNCLS* CLS CLS CLS
$223,426
$208,996
$231,205
$249,118
$228,976
$267,025
$243,121
$211,759
$225,126

$161,700
$171,366
$178,345
$182,295
$172,603
$174,473
$178,887 
$173,994
$165,853

Number of sales Average price

Market Data provided by Nason Hengst
Keller Williams  |  775-7900  |  nason@nasoncompany.com

Market Data

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. 
CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch 1003 Remington 3br/2ba $100,000 1,360 Drema Brown Spencer Properties 914-7892
78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch 1116 Remington 4br/2ba $154,900 1,701 Carol Pease Keller Williams Realty 721-6320
78641 Leander Block House Creek 16500 Lone Wolf 3br/2ba $122,370 1,571 Kimberly Smith J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 576-7341
78641 Leander Block House Creek 16322 Spotted Eagle 3br/2ba $124,900 1,620 Dan O’Connell Prudential Texas Realty 407-2449
78641 Leander Block House Creek 16409 Jadestone Drive 3br/2ba $114,500 1,762 Mike Kight RE/MAX Capital City II 924-6524
78641 Leander Block House Creek 14813 Snelling 3br/2ba $149,900 1,817 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 347-9599
78641 Leander Block House Creek 14905 Big Falls Drive 3br/2ba $159,000 1,774 Jennifer Young Habitat Hunters 482-8651
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 1121 Iron Horse 4br/2ba $199,000 2,249 Dena Hinds RE/MAX Capital City III 963-1770
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 1213 Sedona 5br/3ba $259,000 2,982 Diane Bennett Prudential Texas Realty 751-0664
78641 Leander Briggs E H 20901 Lindeman 4br/4ba $749,000 4,580 Dave Murray Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 751-6060
78641 Leander Caballo Ranch 3104 Herradura 3br/2ba $284,990 2,113 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 347-7740
78641 Leander Cold Springs 2012 Pecan Valley 3br/2ba $163,221 1,625 Sarah Luebcke Sisu Realty & Associates 587-7548
78641 Leander Cold Springs 2020 Granite Springs 3br/2ba $185,724 2,109 Sarah Luebcke Sisu Realty & Associates 587-7548
78641 Leander Cold Springs 2100 Granite Springs 4br/2ba $223,529 3,037 Sarah Luebcke Sisu Realty & Associates 587-7548
78641 Leander Cold Springs 2532 Ericanna 3br/2ba $173,996 1,848 Sarah Luebcke Sisu Realty & Associates 587-7548
78641 Leander County Glen 1910 Killarney Drive 3br/2ba $89,000 1,155 Jeffrey Clawson Austin Vestors 695-2425
78641 Leander County Glen 403 Tyrone Drive 3br/2ba $150,000 1,640 Sharon Stegall Leander Realty 736-9009
78641 Leander County Glen 606 Wicklow Drive 3br/2ba $132,000 1,632 Eugene Schubeck Keller Williams Realty 331-6063
78641 Leander Estates at North Creek Ranch 809 Ranchero 4br/2ba $129,900 1,925 Betsy Doss RE/MAX Capital City 744-4555
78641 Leander Fisher W D 16317 Fisher Hollow 2br/2ba $338,000 1,917 Leslie Cartwright Turnquist Partners, REALTORS 695-1912
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 710 Timarron 5br/3ba $400,000 4,001 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3606 Lajitas 5br/3ba $750,000 5,282 Mary Ann Ramsel Keller Williams Realty 635-6550
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1514 High Lonesome 4br/3ba $589,999 3,681 Russell Eitel Keller Williams - Lake Travis 633-1758
78641 Leander Horizon Park 307 McCarthur Drive 3br/2ba $134,900 1,732 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78641 Leander Horizon Park 508 Golden Gate Drive 4br/2ba $142,000 1,848 Charlotte Hair Keller Williams Realty 565-4703
78641 Leander Hunt M Sur 360 County Road 283 3br/2ba $369,000 2,430 Bill Morris RE/MAX Capital City 785-3345
78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 1105 Horseshoe Ranch Drive 3br/2ba $165,000 1,614 Ryan France StoneHaven Realty 773-3493
78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2603 White Stallion 4br/2ba $194,500 3,032 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty 567-1672
78641 Leander Leander Hills 13902 Gillum Creek 3br/2ba $52,900 1,632 Wendy St. Thomas Goff Properties 925-3271
78641 Leander Mason Creek 839 Mica 2br/1ba $79,000 822 Jeffrey Clawson Austin Vestors 695-2425
78641 Leander Mason Creek 833 Topaz Lane 2br/2ba $79,900 822 Tina Mallach Keller Williams Realty 587-9127
78641 Leander North Creek 1408 Rio Bravo Loop 3br/2ba $154,650 2,114 Ryan Waggoner Spencer Properties 507-8544
78641 Leander Oak Ridge 1309 River Oak 3br/2ba $149,000 1,502 Dominique Davalos J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 965-7790
78641 Leander Oak Ridge 810 Hilltop 3br/2ba $147,500 1,749 David Matthys RE/MAX Capital City II 744-4138
78641 Leander Oak Ridge 714 Ridge View 3br/2ba $125,000 1,497 Jonathan Wells Stanberry & Associates 423-9292
78641 Leander Oak Ridge 707 Ridge View Drive 3br/2ba $164,500 2,329 Lynetta Ruble Keller Williams Realty 779-0262
78641 Leander Old Town Village 202 Windmill Cir 4br/2ba $157,900 1,933 Noel Green Keller Williams Realty 925-3165
78641 Leander Post Oak Estates 881 County Road 180 4br/3ba $1,000,000 6,740 Kathleen Bucher Keller Williams Realty 784-7169
78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1910 Rutherford Drive 4br/2ba $164,000 2,408 Douglas Young Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 762-7761
78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1006 Vintage Drive 3br/2ba $164,900 1,969 Kathy Stafford Keller Williams Realty 626-9559
78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1004 Downridge 3br/2ba $159,995 1,645 Kevin Karos RE/MAX Capital City II 744-4167
78641 Leander Silver Creek Ranch 201 Copper Lane 3br/2ba $315,000 2,560 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 347-9599
78641 Leander South Cherry Hollow Estates 11508 Creek Bluff Cove 3br/2ba $95,000 1,370 Jennifer Schoepflin Keller Williams Realty 689-1550
78641 Leander South Cherry Hollow Estates 10901 Cherry Hollow Crossing 2br/2ba $155,000 1,200 Justine Smith Keller Williams Realty 970-0681
78641 Leander Summerlyn 141 Barn Owl Loop 4br/2ba $161,390 1,899 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78641 Leander Summerlyn 149 Barn Owl Loop 4br/2ba $163,840 2,137 Daniel Wilson Keller Williams Realty 801-7718
78641 Leander Summerlyn 108 Loggerhead 4br/2ba $165,000 2,578 Kimberly Perez J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 535-8444
78641 Leander Summerlyn 213 Inca Dove 3br/2ba $160,080 2,515 Sarah Luebcke Sisu Realty & Associates 587-7548
78641 Leander Trails End 17507 Darleen Drive 5br/4ba $700,000 3,307 Dow Kennedy RE/MAX Capital City II 267-6302
78641 Leander Trails End 9905 Trails End 1br/1ba $85,000 672 Rocky Breon J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 577-2678
78641 Leander Vista Ridge 307 Olmos Drive 4br/2ba $150,000 1,888 Sharon Stegall Leander Realty 736-9009
78641 Leander Westwood 2107 Woodway Drive 4br/2ba $119,900 1,752 Karla Jordan Keller Williams Realty 657-4292
78641 Leander Westwood 2302 Lauren 4br/2ba $130,000 2,788 Ernesto Hernandez Keller Williams Realty 968-4663
78717 Austin Avery Ranch Brookside 9901 Royal New Kent 4br/3ba $359,000 3,415 Noel Green Keller Williams Realty 925-3165
78717 Austin Avery Ranch East 16904 Crystal Downs Cove 4br/2ba $314,900 2,635 Terri Romere Keller Williams Realty 431-5435
78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 14705 La Llorona 3br/2ba $185,000 1,702 Denny Holt DENNY HOLT REALTORS 694-1103
78717 Austin Avery Ranch Garden Homes 15636 Interlachen 3br/2ba $232,140 1,839 Michael Sanguiliano Keller Williams Realty 992-8336
78717 Austin Avery Ranch West 10616 Royal Tara Cove 3br/2ba $179,999 2,090 Lisa Marie Contaldi Intero Real Estate Services 784-5111
78717 Austin Avery Ranch West 14417 Mowsbury Drive 3br/2ba $175,500 1,780 Karen Covey Goodwin Partners, Inc. 423-5018

2020 Granite Springs, Leander $185,724


