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What’s News    

Williamson County and the Central 
Texas Regional Mobility Authority  
partnered together to pursue 
funding for a bridge across South 
Brushy Creek to connect the existing 
Brushy Creek Regional Trail with the 
planned Toll 183A shared use path.
more.impactnews.com/6582

Austin Community College plans 
to hire more than 100 new full-time 
faculty and staff positions in the 
Austin area. ACC officials said the jobs 
will help alleviate growing demands 
from increased enrollment and fill 
positions at the new Round Rock 
campus, which opens in 2010. 
more.impactnews.com/6637

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

The Silver Spoon Café opened in 
Leander in early January. The café, 
owned by Shelia Finch and daughters 
Rebekah Silvers and Wysonda Finch,  
serves daily lunch specials and 
homemade desserts. | 5

Pedal Ranch Bikes, which offers 
bike maintenance, a large selection 
of bicycles and free bike fittings, 
opened recently. The store is owned 
by Mike France. | 5

Cedar Park, Round Rock and Austin 
purchased a regional wastewater 
system in December. The system, 
known as the Brushy Creek Regional 
Wastewater System, provides service 
to roughly 200,000 residents. | 13

Capital Metro transit fares were 
increased and took effect Jan. 18. 
The increase applies to all services, 
including the MetroRail from Leander 
to downtown Austin. | 17

The City of Leander’s population 
exceeded 25,000, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s latest estimate. 
The increased population could 
bring more development to the city, 
officials said. | 20

The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency announced new and stricter 
ozone air quality standards, which 
Cedar Park and Leander officials said 
could have negative consequences 
for the cities if the Austin area does 
not comply with the standards. | 34

Story Highlights
New building to open by late 2010•	
Center has generated more than •	
$1.7 million in sales tax revenue

Biotech company 
to open in Leander

CONTINUED ON | 31

By Melissa Mixon
A biotech firm based in Cambridge, Mass., 

has picked Leander as the site for its first test-
ing facility—a move that could put Leander 
on the map for cities producing alternative 
energy solutions.

Joule Biotechnologies has been in negotia-
tions with the city for several months about 
opening a pilot-scale plant in Leander, which 
would allow the company to take its technol-
ogy out of the laboratory and test it for com-
mercial scale use. If successful in Leander, the 
company estimates that it could eventually 
produce 25,000 gallons of ethanol and 15,000 
gallons of diesel per acre per year at a price 
that would be competitive with oil. In simpler 
terms: It has the potential to meet the nation’s 
growing diesel needs with a land area that, in 
size, is 10 percent of Texas.

Similar biotech companies have tried mass-
producing biofuel without success because of 
the high upfront costs of development and their 
reliance on land, fresh water and food crops. 
But, because Joule plans to produce fuel in a 
new and relatively unknown method, the com-
pany is piquing the interest of others in its field, 
meaning all eyes could be on Leander, too. 

1890 Ranch expansion bucks declining construction trend

By Joseph M. de Leon
By the end of 2010, shoppers at 

the 1890 Ranch Shopping Center 
will have a few more retail options. 
Endeavor Real Estate Group plans 
to break ground on the last unde-
veloped retail area in 1890 Ranch 
this spring.

The latest strip will be built on 
the western edge of the center, 

Facility to be temporary and pilot scale 

How Joule’s technology converts CO2 and sunlight into ethanol and diesel

Highly engineered photosynthetic organisms are stored in a non-
freshwater solution. The organism absorbs CO2 and sunlight and, 
eventually, secretes ethanol fuel or other chemical products.

CO2 is absorbed by the organism.

The secretion process occurs in the  
SolarConverterTM System.

Separaton facility

south of Cinemark Theatre and 
north of PetSmart.

The new building will add an 
additional 26,000 sq. ft. of retail 
space to the 825,000 sq. ft. shop-
ping center. Plans call for a major 
restaurant to anchor the L-shaped 
building that could also hold two 
to eight stores.

Work crews plan to break 
ground on the new strip in April 
or May and could be open in 
time for the 2010 holiday shop-
ping season.

The impact of the development 

"1890 Ranch is more than just a local power 
center. It’s also a regional power. Now 
we’re capturing sales tax dollars that three 
years ago were going somewhere else in a 
surrounding community.”

—Phil Brewer
 Cedar Park economic development director 

goes beyond more choices for 
customers, Charlie Northington, 
principal of retail development 
for Endeavor, said. He continued 
to say that building out a shop-
ping center during a slump in 
the market is a testament to how 
resilient the Cedar Park economy 
is and how good planning and a 
strong partnership with city offi-
cials can pay off.

“I think we have fared well 
because there is no competition 
nearby, we have a great location 
and we’ve branded the center as 
the place to shop in Cedar Park,” 
Northington said. “Another thing 
that’s been a huge factor is having 
city leaders that understand what 
we’re trying to do and help us 
accomplish that.”

Over the past year, Endeavor 
has leased between 2,000 and 
5,000 sq. ft. every month, North-
ington said. With only about 
50,000 sq. ft. of available space 

“It will bring attention from around the 
country that Leander is progressive and will-
ing to work with companies that are environ-
mentally sensitive and doing things to change 
the world in a positive manner,” Leander City 
Manager Biff Johnson said. “They’ll look at 
our city and see the landing zone we’ve cre-
ated for emerging technology.”
How it works

The technology got its start in a Cambridge 
laboratory in 2007, when Joule was founded 
by Flagship Ventures, a venture capital 
firm that finances companies in the fields 
of life science, information technology and 

communications.
Joule now employs 37 people and, thanks to 

its technology, known as helioculture, is at the 
forefront of the race to develop and produce 
biofuels that will help reduce oil dependence.

When Joule went public with its technol-
ogy last summer, it generated headlines from 
major media outlets across the country with 
one hailing it as a way to replace “all fossil 
fuels.”  

The technology works like this: A con-
verter that is similar to a solar panel captures 

CONTINUED ON | 15

Joule’s technology uses a 
photosynthetic organism, 
which absorbs sunlight and 
CO2. The organism, held in 
solar panels, then secretes 
ethanol fuel that can be 
used in place of regular fuel. 

left in late 2009, Endeavor staff 
decided to start construction on 
the project.

Northington hopes the new 
building will attract regional or 
national retailers who are not yet 
represented at 1890 Ranch and 
he said he expects to announce 
a handful of new tenants in the 
next six months.
Boosting the economy

Phil Brewer, economic devel-
opment director for Cedar Park, 
said before 1890 Ranch, much of 
the city’s sales tax leaked out to 
Round Rock and Austin.

“From our perspective, 1890 
Ranch has opened up new shop-
ping, dining and entertainment 
opportunities that did not exist 
before in a concentrated area 
in Cedar Park,” he said. “Now 
we’re capturing sales tax dol-
lars that three years ago were 

1
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The company hopes to supply 
ethanol fuel and diesel for the 
country’s growing transportation 
needs. 

Sources: Joule Biotechnologies 

FEB. 11 Candidate forum 
Sponsored by
Community Impact 
Newspaper, KUT, KXAN, 
League of Women Voters,  
Texas Tribune and the 
University of Texas CPG
www.texasvote2010.com

What’s Ahead    
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Enjoy 2010 in luxury! 
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The all-new 2010 GX 460 The all-new 2010 HS 250h

See the new 2010 line up at Lexus of Austin

A Facebook friend 
recently notified me about 
the 3/50 Project. The un-
derlying motivator of this 
national project is what 

three independently owned businesses 
would you miss if they disappeared?

The goal is to save the brick-and-mortar 
stores that build our communities. It is an 
idea that just might help the struggling 
businesses in our community.

Even in our area, where growth is 
evident and new businesses continue to 
open, it is still disheartening to hear of 
local owners closing up shop. Already in 
2010, businesses such as Vino 100, South-
west Cyclesport and Taps Pub have shut 
their doors.

The 3/50 Project builds on the idea of 
keeping our spending dollars local. Pick 
three independently owned businesses 
and spend at least a total of $50 a month 

at these locations. The economic impact 
multiplies through our community, 
through payroll dollars spent at local 
shops that also pay property taxes, payroll 
and vendors.

Even shopping at national retailers 
in our community supports our cities, 
through sustained growth and com-
mercial property taxes. As 1890 Ranch 
and the Gateway at Leander retail centers 
continue to expand, we have even more 
opportunities to keep our dollars local.

I hope that we will all take it to heart to 
support our local stores. Let’s keep them 
open in 2010. 
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Reader Feedback impactnews.com

Happy customers

more.impactnews.com/6183

“We’ve been very satisfied customers. Mike and 
Hope are professional AND friendly—you will 
never want to step foot in a ‘real’ post office 
again!”

—Phil Barnhart
on Not Just Mail in Cedar Park

The Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority approved a 20-cent toll 
increase that took effect Jan. 1 on Toll 
183A. Will the new rates effect how 
often you use the road?

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls

Yes
70%  
No
25%  
No opinion
5%

Stay connected 24/7
For the latest community news, follow us 

on Twitter at impactnews_lcp.

Online-exclusive content
Visit the Leander and Cedar Park home 

page for up-to-date community news, information 
and a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/leander-cedar-park.

Local shopping. Local savings.
Find additional offers and coupons online 

at savings.impactnews.com.

Local doctors. Local choices.
Browse and search doctor listings at

health.impactnews.com.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly update featuring local 

news, and you will be automatically entered to win a 
$100 Tiff’s Treats gift card. 
The drawing will be held Feb. 28, 2010.

impactnews.com/signup

Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 
12/3/09-1/12/09

“It may be the beginning 
of something big, but it’s in 
its infancy.”

 —John Cowman, 
Leander mayor, on Joule 

Biotechnologies opening 
a pilot-scale facility in the city.
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Federally insured up to 
$250,000 by NCUA.

®

HOME

it’s not quite 
as easy as

clicking 
your heels  
 together

No matter what size your ruby 
slippers might be, we’ll find 
the mortgage loan that fits.
n  First time homebuyer? 

We’ll walk you down that 
road step by step.

n  Have your munchkins 
moved out? We’ll work 
with you when you 
downsize.

n  Looking to add real 
estate to your investment 
portfolio?  We can help 
with that, too.

We have a brain. And a 
heart.  And the courage to 
get you the mortgage you 
deserve.  

Bank less. Live more.

but it’s close

Mention promo code HOME when you apply.

Cedar Park & LeanderCommunity Impact
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1 La Quinta’s new look
With its latest hotel at 1010 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., La Quinta Inn and Suites debuted 
a new prototype in urban design in 
December. The hotel offers 75 rooms 
with a more streamlined, contemporary 
design. This location is one of the first few 
La Quinta hotels with the new design to 
open in the country. Call 528-9300 or visit 
www.lq.com.

2 Hotel offers bookings
Yakub Dalal and Anisa Bhaiwala are 
accepting reservations for guests at 
Candlewood Suites, 1100 Cottonwood 
Creek Trail. The $4 million hotel features 
80 rooms, all of which are suites. Each 
floorplan includes a kitchen with full-
sized appliances, work area with an 

Colonial Pkwy.

Osage Dr.

620

183

183

183

      Medical Pkwy.

Arrow
 Point D

r.

Brushy St.

Willis St.

       Old Hwy. 183

Sun Chase Blvd.

executive chair and free access to high-
speed internet, 24-hour laundry room, 
gym and outdoor gazebo grill. The hotel 
is expected to open Feb. 3. Call 610-5700 
or visit www.candlewoodsuites.com.

3 Help is on the way
HFM Counseling Center, which provides 
Christian-centered counseling and 
psychotherapy to individuals, couples, 
children, at-risk youth and families, will 
open March 1 at 921 W. New Hope Drive, 
Stes. 704 and 705. Tresca Grannum, 
a licensed professional counselor and 
licensed master social worker, owns the 
business, has 25 years of experience and 
will offer workshops on such topics as 
grief and loss, sexual abuse, depression 
and parenting. Available by appointment 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 246-8870 or 
visit www.hfmcc.org. 

4 Spanish and English 
preschool
Bill and Adriana Bastow plan to open 
Excelencia Creative Bilingual Preschool, 
901 Royal Lane, on Jan. 25. The 
preschool for children ages 1-5 features 
an immersive Spanish curriculum in a 
bicultural environment. Activities include 
drama, computer skills and an outdoor 
play area. Drop-ins are welcome as space 
allows. Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-
6 p.m. Call 219-8081 or visit 
www.excelenciapreschool.com.

5 Investing help
St. Louis-based Scottrade Inc., an online 
investing firm, opened a new branch at 
11301 Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 110. Scotttrade 
offers secure online trading platforms and 
a website where customers can manage 
accounts, trade, find stock, research and 
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OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling • Obstetrical Care
Annual Gynecologic Exams • Treatment of Abnormal 

Pap Smears • Family Planning • Menopause • Urinary Incontinence
Minimally Invasive Surgery • Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407
Round Rock, TX 78665    

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

La Quinta debuted a new prototype in urban design, which 
has 75 rooms with a contemporary style.
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Owner Mike France offers bicycle maintenance and a full line 
of road bikes including tandem bikes at Pedal Ranch Bikes.

6

Rebekah Silvers and mother Shelia Finch serve sandwiches, 
soups and homemade desserts at The Silver Spoon Café.

8

Max Hudson relocated Hudson’s Jewelers and offers custom 
jewelry, repair, restoration, consignments and fine art.

11

get quotes. Stockbrokers at branch offices 
are available for help with account-related 
questions. Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Call 331-1980 or visit www.scottrade.com.

6 Ride into the sunset
Pedal Ranch Bikes, which shares space 
with Lane Four Swim Shop at 3621 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 500, opened in 
November. Owner Mike France offers 
bicycle maintenance, a full line of road 
bikes from Santana and Cannondale, a 
large selection of tandem bikes and free 
bike fittings. Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Call 259-3911.

7 Get fit
Manager Luke Hartwig opened 
Nutrishop, 1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. H-320, in late November. The sports 
nutrition and weight loss store sells 
vitamins, supplements and workout 
clothing. Staff offers advice and free diet 
consultations. Open Mon.-Thu. 10 a.m.-
8 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sat.-Sun. 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 986-8920.

Mobile computer help
With more than 15 years in the computer 
industry, Chris Errett opened a home-
based general computer repair business 
called Back Online in December. Errett 
visits customers’ homes or offices to repair 
computers on-site, including after-hours 
and emergency support, virus removal, 
wireless networking, printer support and 
mobile phone help. For more complex 
jobs, such as computer upgrades, Errett 
offers pick up and delivery. On call daily 
8 a.m.-8 p.m. and after hours. Call 
970-2635 or visit www.getbackonline.net.

Get the word out
Following a career in advertising that 
spanned more than 12 years, Kelly Klein 
opened publicity consulting firm Clear 
Frog Marketing, a home-based business. 
Klein helps authors, speakers, nonprofits 
and new businesses improve marketing 
plans with such efforts as establishing a 
business identity, buying advertisements 
and launching a social media campaign. 
Available by appointment. Call 656-9206 
or visit www.clearfrog-marketing.com.

Leander

8 Lunchtime eatery
Shelia Finch, and daughters Rebekah 
Silvers and Wysonda Finch, opened The 
Silver Spoon Café on Jan 4 at 304 W. 
Willis St. The restaurant serves daily hot 
lunch specials, sandwiches, soups and 
homemade desserts with seating for 50 
inside and 12 on the porch. Customers 
can order premade bake-at-home entrées 
and can reserve the restaurant for night or 
weekend parties. Open Mon.-Fri. 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Call 528-1867 or visit
www.thesilverspooncafe.webs.com.

9 New store, new cut
Steve Bixler opened a new Great Clips 
hair salon in December at 1395 Hwy. 
183, Ste. 120, in the Gateway at Leander 
shopping center. This is Bixler’s fourth 
location, but one he said he is especially 
excited about since he lives in Williamson 
County. The salon is offering a $4.99 
special for adults and children until Feb. 
1, no coupon required. Open Mon.-Fri. 
9 a.m.-9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Call 260-7294, or visit www.
greatclips.com.

10 Talk is good
Cellular World, an authorized AT&T 
retailer, opened a new store Dec. 17 at 
1395 US 183, Ste. 110. The store sells 
mobile phones and accessories, and offers 
internet, cable, home phones and cellular 
service agreements. Open Mon.-Fri. 
9 a.m.-8 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Call 259-7770.

11 Bling in the new year
Max Hudson opened Hudson’s Jewelers 
at 1909 S. US 183, Ste. 104, in December. 
After 12 years in business, Hudson moved 
from his Cedar Park location to the new 
Leander store. This full-service jewelry 
outlet offers custom jewelry, repair, 
restoration, appraisals, consignments and 
fine art. All work is done onsite. Open 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Call 866-518-
6720 or visit www.hudsonsjewelery.com

12 Treat your body
Shekendra Vansickle opened Skinanigans 
in mid-December inside an existing salon, 

Sharon Kaye’s The Salon, at 2500 Bagdad 
Road. Skinanigans sells facials, skincare 
products and offers men and women 
microdermabrasion, waxing, chemical 
peels and back treatments. Call 785-2451 
or visit www.skinanigans.com.

Avery Ranch

Computer helpers
After spending more than 30 years 
managing technology companies, Stan 
Saladyk and son Phil, who spent 15 years 
working in information technology 
support services, opened a home-based 
business in November. Fast teks On-site 
Computer Services offers residences and 
small businesses certified technicians 
who specialize in spyware removal, 
data backup and recovery, wireless 
networking, general computer repair and 
office technology consulting. Available by 
appointment 9 a.m.-9 p.m. daily. 
Call 252-4949 or visit  
http://local.fastteks.com/379.

Closings
13 Wine venue closes
Vino100, 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 
102 in Cedar Park, ceased operations in 
December. 

14 Tavern shuts
Taps Pub, 2011 Little Elm Trail in Cedar 
Park, closed for business in December.

15 Cycle shop closes
Southwest Cyclesport, 1050 N. Lakeline 
Blvd., closed its Cedar Park location 
in early January. Its Austin location at 
11805 Bee Cave Road will remain open. 
Call 263-5107.

16 Dojo shuttered
United Martial Arts Education Center 
shut down its Leander location at 10210 
E. Crystal Falls Parkway. The center’s 
Austin location, 14735 Bratton Lane, will 
remain open. Call 775-3283.
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CALL and COMPARE TODAY

201 S. Lakeline Blvd Ste 304
Cedar Park, TX 78613

LOCAL SERVICE - NATIONAL BRANDS

www.headinsurancegroup.com
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Business Profile    Ready to Sew Bernina   Cedar Park

Ronna Hammel opened Ready to Sew Bernina in 2004, after working as a manager at a Bernina shop.
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Ready to Sew Bernina 
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 225
260-4100
www.readytosewbernina.com

The Bernina brand
Bernina, like Singer or Kenmore, is a 
brand of sewing machines and related 
products. What some commenters 
on sewing websites have dubbed 
“the Rolls Royce of sewing machines,” 
the Bernina machines are made 
in Switzerland by a family-owned 
company whose U.S. offices are based 
in Illinois.

Ronna Hammel, owner of Ready to 
Sew Bernina, said the quality, service 
and support that comes with the 
Bernina brand made her want to stick 
with the company. 

Hammel said sewers have their own 
preferences for sewing machines. 
Not surprisingly, she said she’s always 
preferred the Bernina brand.

By Andrea Lorenz
History, technology and 

community piece together to 
form the foundation of a recently 
expanded sewing shop like one 
of the patchwork designs created 
within the store’s walls.

Members of one of the many 
clubs hosted by Ready to Sew 
Bernina discuss the rich history 
behind quilting, while students 

in one of the several classes 
taught at the store attempt 
to master software to create 
embroidery designs.

But more than anything, 
owner Ronna Hammel attributes 
the distinctiveness of her store to 
its community.

“I think we have a lot of fun 
people, not only the staff but the 
customers, too,” Hammel said. 

“We have the daily drop-ins. 
We sometimes feel like we’re the 
‘Cheers’ of the sewing world.” 

Ready to Sew Bernina is one 
of a handful of businesses in 
Central Texas that is certified to 
sell and repair sewing machines 
and products made by Bernina, a 
company based in Illinois.

Hammel opened the store in 
2004 after working as a teacher 
and manager of another Bernina 
dealer for several years.

She chose the Cedar Park 
location because of the area’s 
potential for growth in 2004, and 
the spot has not disappointed her. 
A year ago, the store expanded to 
3,800 sq. ft. from 2,700 sq. ft. 

“We are growing,” Hammel 
said. “It’s just amazing. Today, 
there were three more people 
[who came into the shop] who 
didn’t know where we were. Your 
best advertising is going to be 
word of mouth.”

In addition to selling fabric, 
books, patterns and everything 
else that Hammel said is needed 
to be considered a “one-stop 
shop” for sewing, the business 
hosts dozens of clubs and 
classes for adults and children 

on everything from creating 
a mystery quilt to stitching 
Valentine treat bags. 

Although sewing technology 
might have changed over the past 
couple of decades with software 
to design quilts and embroidery, 
at the heart of programs offered 
at many shops, including Ready 
to Sew Bernina, is community. 

Several evenings a month, 
groups of men and women—from 
children to sewers in their 
80s—meet at the shop for classes 
and clubs. Members of one eat 
pizza and finish any projects 
that have been laying unfinished 
throughout their homes. Another 
class will return each month this 
year for additional free squares to 
make a quilt for the initial cost of 
only $5.

The most popular class is the 
beginning sewing course. 

All of the clubs and classes 
were requested by customers, 
Hammel said. 

Keeping up with trends, such 
as big bold prints and Civil War 
quilt patterns, is key for a sewing 
shop. Hammel said she has to 
ask herself, “Is this going to be a 
fabric that they like; is it going to 

sell well?”
“You have to guess at that, but 

the big part is finding the right 
people, the right staff.” 
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Business Profile    Connie’s Car Wash   Leander

By Kara Vaught
Ed Walker is passionate about clean cars.
He designs and builds car-wash equip-

ment, created his own brand of cleansers 
and owns Connie’s Car Wash and N.E.W. 
Mini Storage locations in Leander and 
Cedar Park with his mother, Connie 
Sowell.

“She calls me the boss, and I call her 
the boss, so it works out pretty well,” 
Walker said.

The two started their car-wash 
careers when Walker was 16. His father, 
Noble Weldon Walker, opened the first 
Connie’s location at 400 Old Hwy. 183 
in Cedar Park in 1978. Since then, the 
family, including Walker’s wife, Carol, 
has torn down and rebuilt that location 
and added N.E.W. Mini Storage, built a 
second car wash, taken over a third and 
opened a second mini storage.

In April, Walker and Sowell plan to of-
fer a new service at their car wash at 1402 
FM 1431 in Cedar Park: a dog wash.

The dog wash will be housed in an 
enclosed room and feature ramps leading 
canines to tubs where the owners can 
wash, blow dry and spritz deodorizer on 
their pets.

A veterinarian was consulted about 
particulars such as the proper way to 
blow dry a dog, which is with room-
temperature air. Walker is designing and 
building much of the dog wash equip-
ment just as he did for the car washes.

In that field, Walker has become an ex-
pert. He founded N.E.W. Manufacturing, 
which produces the car-wash cleansers 
and equipment used at Connie’s and is 
sold throughout the state and elsewhere. 
His latest project, other than the dog 
wash, is designing a way to retrofit the 
meters at older car washes that do not 
accept credit cards.

Fleet cards are also available and used 
by the building inspection and police 
departments in Cedar Park and Leander. 

Connie’s already features “pay every way 

Scent of a clean car
Ed Walker created his own brand of cleaning 
agents that are used at Connie’s Car Wash and 
each features its own scent.

• Prewash—lavender
• Foam brush—bubble gum
• Tire cleaner—pine
• Wax—citrus
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Ed Walker and his mother, Connie Sowell, own Connie’s Car Wash. Walker developed the car-wash equipment pictured above.

meters,” which accept bills, coins, credit 
cards and Connie’s Cards. These customer 
value cards are sold at below face value and 
can be recharged.

“If you lose your Connie’s Card, just call 
and I’ll send you a new one with the value 
of your old one on it,” Walker said. “Try 
that with a department store gift card.”

Connie’s Car Wash locations
310 Crystal Falls Parkway
Leander
249-6867
www.conniescarwash.com

1402 FM 1431
Cedar Park

400 Old Hwy. 183
Cedar Park

Cedar Park Jewelry

Is it time 
for a 
diamond?

512.259.9430
601 E. whitestone Blvd.

Bldg. 7, ste. 112www.cedarparkjewelry.com

Visit us at

kevinsglassandroofing.com

512-671-8740
KEVIN’S

GLASS & ROOFING 

Roofs•	
Glass•	
Auto	•	

			Glass
Fencing•	

Decks•	
Gutters•	
Siding•	
Pressure	•	

			Wash

Your “Whole Claims”
Roofing

Solution!
Call for a FREE Estimate Today:

Locally Owned & Operated

Healthcare 4 Her
Catherine Roane-Blaker, M.D.  •  Brittany Key, PA-C
A Division of Women’s Health Associates

Now proudly off ering our 
new weight program,

A LIGHTER YOU.  
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR $15 CONSULTATION VISIT.
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ALAN ABANDO, M.D., 
F.A.C.S.

Board Certifi ed General Surgeon
General & Bariatric Surgery

NICOLE R. BASA, M.D.,
F.A.C.S.

Board Certifi ed General Surgeon
Fellowship: Minimally 

Invasive & Bariatric Surgery

WWW.CEDARPARKBARIATRICS.COM  •  (512) 260-3444
1401 MEDICAL PARKWAY B, STE 101 • CEDAR PARK, TEXAS 78613

centerformedicalweightloss.com

BEFORE

AFTER
I was blessed to fi nd 
Dr. Basa. She and her 
staff ensured that I was 
adequately prepared 
for my weight loss 
surgery and were 
committed to be 
there for me in 
the journey to my 
new life! Thanks!  
Actual patient photo and 
testimonial*

OFFERING:
Bariatric Weight-Loss • 
Surgery

Non-Surgical • 
Weight-Loss Program

CALL TO SET YOUR $19 INITIAL CONSULTATION

MINIMALLY INVASIVE
GENERAL SURGERY
AND BARIATRICS

Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.

one church two locations

New Service Times
georgetown

Sundays

9 am, 10:30 am, 12 pm,

1:30 pm (en español), and 6 pm

1202 Rabbit Hill Rd. (CR 116)

Georgetown, TX

(1 mile north of Round Rock Premium Outlets exit 

(1 mile north of Round Rock Premium Outlets exit 

259. 1/2 mile east on Westinghouse Road.) 

cedar park

Sundays

10:30 am

2121 Cypress Creek

Cedar Park, TX

(In the Summit Christian Academy 

(In the Summit Christian Academy 

across from Cedar Park High School)

John Maxwell

Leadership Training Conference

“Finding Success in Today’s Economy”

January 29
9 am – 12 pm

Registration – $49

(20% Discount Promo Code: Maxwell09)

(20% Discount Promo Code: Maxwell09)

Register online:

CelebrationChurchTX.com

New York Times

Best Selling Author

CelebrationChurchTX.com
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Sponsored by

Community Events   

Music        s c e n e

Calendar events must be submitted by the first Friday 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.
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Mayor Pro-Tem Chris Fielder and MaShon Fielder distributed 180 
stockings donated by the Leander community to soldiers from 
Ft. Hood’s Bravo Company 3-4 Aviation Regiment Dec. 9.

Recent highlights

Dig Pub: singer/songwriter sets, cover bands, jazz; Thursdays and 
Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar Park • 996-9900
www.thedigpub.com
Jan.   22 |  Mark Craven
  23  | Voyces  

Hayashi Modern Japanese Cuisine: cover bands, karaoke, com-
edy; Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 9:30 p.m. • 1335 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. T-140, Cedar Park • 986-7176 • www.hayashigrill.com 

It’s a Grind: acoustic sets, singer/songwriters, jazz; Fridays and 
Saturdays 8:30 p.m. • 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 259-2220
www.itsagrind.com
Jan.   22 | Philip Morrow
  23 | J. Wagner
  29 | David Isely
  30 | Fiesta Explosion 
Moonie’s Burger House: Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic 
country and old rock ‘n’ roll; every Thursday 6-9 p.m.
200 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park • 249-5214   

O’Leander: Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic country and old rock 
‘n’ roll Fridays 7-9 p.m.; Double-R-Nothin’ plays country Saturdays 
6:30-9 p.m. • 105 W. Willis St., Leander • 259-3388
www.oleandercafe.com

Post Beer Bar: live music, including country and Motown; Saturdays 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. • 601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 258-2434
Jan.   23 | The Tall Boyz
  30 | Burl Wilkerson

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar: live music Fridays 9 p.m.-1 a.m. 
11416 RM 620 North, Austin • 401-2060 • www.shootersbilliards.net
Jan.   23 | Kyle Turley Band
  26 | Ember
  29 | Video Vamp

Texas Stars home games
www.texasstarshockey.com
January 26, 29, 30
February 5, 6, 9, 12, 13
Other events:
Jan. 28 | Jason Aldean, Wide Open • 7:30 p.m.
tickets starting at $24.75
Feb. 2-3 | Austin Toros vs. Reno Bighorns • 7:30 p.m.
tickets starting at $6
Feb. 17-21 | Cirque du Soleil – Allegría, tickets
starting at $40

Multipurpose sports and entertainment venue
2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park

467-8277 • www.cedarparkcenter.com

      Cedar Park Center  
   E V E N T S

Feb.   13 | The 90/90
  19 | Karen Chisholm
  20 | Fiesta Explosion
  26 | Jordann Mitchell

Feb.    6 | Sony Wolf
  13 | Leann Atherton

Feb.    5 | LC Rocks
  12 | Capital Suspects
  19 | Suede
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Cpl. Luana Wilcox, Leander support services officer, and Santa 
helped collect toys for Leander’s Blue Santa toy drive at Leander 
Chamber of Commerce’s Christmas party Dec. 8.
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More than 50,000 lights illuminate the largest live oak at 
Heritage Oak Park in Cedar Park.
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Dr. Karla Hamelin played in the Concordia Music Faculty Trio, 
an all-baroque chamber music recital group, at Concordia 
University Texas in fall 2009.

January
22-30 |  “Deathtrap”
Production by the Way Off Broadway Community Players 
about a successful Broadway writer who collaborates with 
a college student to overcome a “dry” spell in his writing; 
directed by Lissa Satterfield
Crystal Falls Playhouse, 10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway,
Leander • 8 p.m. (Fridays and Saturdays), 3 p.m. (Sunday)
$15 (adults), $12 (seniors and students), $8 (children)
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

23 |  Fourth Annual National Champs Alumni 
Baseball Clinic
University of Texas Alumni baseball players coach boys and 
girls in first through eighth grades. The cost includes a UT 
baseball cap and clinic T-shirt, and proceeds benefit YMCA’s 
annual Strong Kids Campaign.
Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
1-4 p.m. • $40 (YMCA Family Members), $65 (nonmembers) 
250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

Good Earth Petting Farm
Animals include a donkey, miniature horse, goats, sheep and a 
pot-belly pig; activities include hop scotch and giant letters
Sassy Pea Market, 10820 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
Saturday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. • Tuesdays through Friday 9 a.m.-
noon • $2 (children ages 1 and older), free (infants and adults) 
259-4122 • www.sassypeamarket.com 

26 |  Conversation Club
A new club for Spanish speakers to practice English and 
English speakers to practice Spanish; will meet every Tuesday; 
other languages welcome
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, study room B
Tuesdays 6-8 p.m. • Free • 259-5259
www.youseemore.com/leander 

31 |  Cars and Coffee Cruise-In
International event featuring classic, antique and exotic cars 
along with free coffee; sponsored by John Eagle European and 
City of Leander and Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce
Old Town Leander, 200 W. Willis St., Leander • 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Free • 528-2852 • http://usa.carsandcoffee.info

February
3-6 |  Texas Trails & Active Transportation 
Conference
Learn about cutting-edge existing and future “active trans-
portation” facilities throughout the Austin area with national 
and local experts, workshops, exhibits and hands-on learning. 
The 16th annual event expanded to include more bicycling, 
walking and Safe Routes to School sessions.
AT&T Executive Education and Conference Center, 1900 
University Ave., Austin • 8 a.m.-8 p.m. • $65 to $300 for various 
events • 476-7433 • www.texastrails.biketexas.org

4 |  Evening on the Ice
Dinner, awards and live auction at the annual Cedar Park 
Chamber Banquet
Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park
$50 per person ($500 for a table of 10) • 6:30-10 p.m. 
www.cedarparkchamber.org

5-20 |  “‘night, Mother”
A mother attempts to convince her daughter that life is worth 
living in this production by the Way Off Broadway Community 
Players; directed by Lynda Davidson
Crystal Falls Playhouse, 10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
8 p.m. (Fridays and Saturdays), 3 p.m. (Feb. 7)
$15 (adults), $12 (seniors and students), $8 (children)
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

6 |  Valentine’s Teddy Bear Bash
Celebration includes a fashion show, health clinic, fitness tips, 
crafts and snacks for teddy bears and teddy bear lovers; 
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, Leander
2-4 p.m. • Free (RSVP requested) • 259-5259

Piano lecture and recital
Guest pianist Meredith Ridgeway of the music department of 
the University of the Incarnate Word performs.
Concordia University Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive, 
Bldg. A chapel, Austin • 7 p.m. • Free • 313-5424
www.concordia.edu/music 

Parent-child valentine dance
The event includes spaghetti or lasagna dinner, keepsake photo, 
raffle prizes and more
Twin Lakes Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park
6-9 p.m. • $10 (members), $15 (nonmembers)
250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org/twin_lakes 

7 |  Red Wine & Dark Chocolate Tasting
Wine and chocolate experts join cardiologists to discuss the 
benefits of antioxidants and how to pair them for a delicious 
and heathy treat.
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center, 1401 Medical Parkway, 
Cedar Park • 3-5 p.m. • Free • 528-7100

13 |  Austin Steam Train: Sweetheart Special
Bertram Flyer lounge passengers receive a full-service meal and 
excursion passengers a buffet; free drinks and entertainment
Austin Steam Train Association, 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. A-103, Cedar Park • Saturday 7-10 p.m. and Sunday 
11 a.m-2 p.m. • Sat. $60-$85, Sun. $50-$75 • 477-8468 
www.austinsteamtrain.org 

20 |  Concordia Music Faculty Trio
Dr. Karla Hamelin, Dr. Ellen Johnson and Dr. Patricia Burnham 
perform in this all-baroque chamber music recital.
Concordia University Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive, 
Bldg. A chapel, Austin • 7 p.m. • Free • 313-5424 
www.concordia.edu 

Accepting new patients 
Now in our new location

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Accepting new patients 
Now in our new location

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R
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Diabetes management services include diabetes 
education, management of type 1, type 2 and 
gestational diabetes, continuous glucose monitoring, 
insulin pump therapy and dietitian services.

Thyroid evaluation and management, including specializing in 
fi ne needle aspiration biopsies of thyroid nodules, treatment of 
hyperthyroidism and hypothyroidism, thyroid cancer diagnosis, 
management and treatment. 
We offer state-of-the-art ultrasound to identify thyroid nodules 
and skilled ultrasonographers specializing in thyroid nodules and 
thyroid cancer follow-up.

Osteoporosis management and treatment and the latest in bone-
density measurement technology.
Clinical research in the areas of diabetes, obesity, thyroid, 
osteoporosis and cholesterol disorders.

 

Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park, Leander, 
Hutto, Taylor and surrounding areas.

Dr. Stephanie Shaw

Dr. Julie Talavera

(512) 458-8400

Round Rock Office
170 Deep Wood Drive 
Suite 104
Round Rock, TX 78681

Austin Office
6500 N Mopac
Bldg. 3, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78731

I-35
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Experts in diabetes, thyroid, osteoporosis 
and hormonal conditions.

All physicians are Board Certifi ed in 
Endocrinology and Metabolism.

Certifi ed Diabetes Educators on staff.

Adult & Pediatric Allergy
Asthma & Clinical Immunology

1508 Leander Rd.
Georgetown, TX 78628
(512) 931-2288

4204 E. Stan Schlueter Lp.
Killeen, TX 76542

(254) 690-2800

1201 Sam Bass Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78681
(512) 388-1861

6600 S. Mopac Expwy Ste. 2180
Austin, TX 78749

(512) 892-3336

DR. BRIAN TERRY MILLER
DR. UDAY K. REDDY

DR. ANTHONY R. HENRY

JENTRY RIDDLE, PA-C
DONNA PROKOP-FETTIG, PA-C

  Allergic Headache
  Asthma
  Hay Fever
  Food Allergies
  Bronchitis
  Sinusitis
  Eczema
  Drug Allergies
  Urticaria (Hives)

SPECIALIZING IN:

Ac ce p t i n g  m o s t  m a j o r  i n s u r a n c e s.  C a l l  t o  s c h e d u l e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t. 

Diplomate American Board of Allergy 
and Immunology

Certifi ed Physician Assistant

1201
Rouo nn
(512(512

103 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 610-3388

w w w . a l l e r g y c e n t e x . c o m
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www.austinurgentcare.com
Mon-Sat 8a-8p  • Sun 9a-5p   •  10625 W Parmer Suite D400

Health care when YOU need it!

512.733.9400512.733.9400

• Physician always on site to treat 
  patients. 
• Online paperwork for faster check-in.
• On site x-ray for prompt evaluation of 
  possible sprains and breaks.
• Extended hours work with YOUR 
  schedule.

MM

Ask us how you can 

save money at our 

o�  ce, on prescriptions & 

much more with the 

Care Savings Card

Neighborhood Dining    Dulces, The Art of Mexican Cuisine   Cedar Park

By Beth Wade
Touted by owner Daniel Vicharelly as 

a Mexican vacation, Dulces, The Art of 
Mexican Cuisine, is not typical mall food. 

With unique art by Mexican artist Sergio 
Bustamante scattered throughout the din-
ing room, the restaurant feels more like fun 
and lively dining with the Mad Hatter. But 
beyond its fanciful setting and location, 
Dulces’ food is enough to keep guests com-
ing back.

Vicharelly and his father decided to 

N

Dulces
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. F-18
258-2277
www.dulceslakeline.com

Art gallery or restaurant?
After seeing artist Sergio Bustamante’s work in 
Cancún, Cabo San Lucas and Guadalajara, Daniel 
Vicharelly decided he wanted to create an 
artistic atmosphere in his Mexican restaurant, 
Dulces. Vicharelly said he was inspired so much 
by Bustamante’s work, he decided his restaurant 
should be an art gallery as well. 

“The art seemed appropriate for our direction—
it has something special,” he said. Be
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The Enchilladas de Pollo con Verde Salsa ($11.95) come with sides of rice and beans, which are served on two smaller plates.

open the restaurant inside Lakeline Mall 
after watching the space formerly occupied 
by Brick Oven Pizza sit empty for almost 
two years. The idea to open a restaurant, 
however, had always been on his mind, 
Vicharelly said. 

After traveling across Mexico many 
times, Vicharelly decided to pair dishes 
from old Mexico with family recipes. The 
mall, with its touristy feel, seemed like the 
perfect setting.

“[The restaurant] is not cliché or in your 

face,” he said. “It is just a different side of 
Mexico that not everyone gets to see.”

Each table is served a tray with chips, 
two types of salsa and refried beans. All 
three are served warm, and the chips are 
thick and great for dipping. 

Vicharelly said the warm condiments 
are similar to those served in some parts of 
Mexico, where the salsa is made last so it is 
as fresh as possible and there is little or no 
refrigeration. 

The restaurant also has a selection of 
unique quesos. The Queso con Chorizo 
($7.95) is melted Monterrey cheese with 
chorizo. Because Monterrey cheese is a 
harder cheese than what is used in most 
queso dips, this starter is served with corn 
or flour tortillas and a spoon to make 
spreading easy. 

Like many of the dishes, Vicharelly has 
also found a unique way to present the food. 

Enchilladas de Pollo con Verde Salsa 
($11.95) is a delicious choice and is beauti-
fully presented on a triangle plate. The 
sides of buttery rice and beans are served 
on two smaller plates. 

For vegetarians, the Plato de Vegetables 
($11.95) is a variety of vegetables, stacked 
and served in a thick red sauce. 

But a decadent meal is not complete 
without a decadent dessert. The restau-
rant has traditional sweets, including Tres 
Leches ($7.95), but Vicharelly recommends 

diners try his favorite, the Dulce Sensacio-
nal de Maria ($8.95). The dessert is a stack 
of Mexican cookies soaked in a Mexican 
sweet cream. It is served cold with buttered 
vanilla ice cream and neutralized Kahlua 
with a raspberry caramel sauce.

While a trip to Dulces is not an actual 
Mexican vacation, its unique atmosphere 
and tasty food will leave you—and your 
taste buds—thinking otherwise.
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Lakeline Mall

YOU HAVE A VISION OF YOUR PERFECT HOME.
LET US HELP YOU TURN THAT VISION INTO REALITY

1 Acre Lots Available Now

Our “Healthy 
Home” designs 
incorporate 
energy-saving 
features such 
as spray foam 
insulation, which 
can reduce 
monthly utility 
costs by as much 
as 50 percent.

Contact Ken Doocy at 
(512) 848-3676 or email ken@jeff watsonhomes.com.

www.jeff watsonhomes.com

To see renderings, fl oor plans and to learn more about 
our Healthy Home model, visit

BUILD ON YOUR LOT

Jeff  Watson Homes
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Vote 2010    Money, politics and voting

By Patrick Brendel
Going into the March primaries, po-

litical advertisements will fill television, 
radio and mailboxes, paid for with dona-
tions from individuals and organizations.

Top-ballot campaigns for governor and 
U.S. Senate will dominate fundraising and 
the media, while candidates for local offices 
and judgeships will struggle to make them-
selves known, especially non-incumbents.

With little to no knowledge of the people 
on the bottom of the ballot, primary voters 
are often left to choose on the merits of 
someone’s name, without the option to vote 
a straight partisan ticket. Many do not cast 
votes for lesser-known offices, even if those 
positions are more likely to have direct 
consequences on voters’ everyday lives.

“I never understood why people would 
come to vote for the top offices and then 
drop off before voting on the positions 
closest to them,” Travis County Clerk 
Dana DeBeauvoir said.

In March 2008, the intense battle 
between presidential hopefuls Hillary 
Clinton and Barack Obama drew 185,838 
votes from Travis County Democrats. 
On the same ballot, the tight four-way 
contest for district attorney drew nearly 
25 percent fewer votes (140,468), without 
popular retiring incumbent Ronnie Earle 
in the running. That is also 10 percent 
fewer votes than were cast for county tax 
assessor-collector, a race won easily by 
longtime officeholder Nelda Wells Spears.

 “Citizens’ recognition of people down 
ballot is notoriously bad,” University of 
Texas government professor Brian Roberts 
said, explaining that 29 percent of respon-
dents to a national “Money and Politics” 
poll could not correctly identify the cur-
rent U.S. vice president as Joe Biden.

In the same poll, conducted by Roberts 
and professor Daron Shaw and released 
in mid-November, 51 percent did not 
identify the current U.S. house speaker as 
Nancy Pelosi.

“You can imagine how much that num-
ber drops as you go down ballot,” he said.

However, despite (or maybe because of) 
their relative anonymity, local and state 

officeholders are perceived as less corrupt 
than their national counterparts. Accord-
ing to Roberts’ poll, 67 percent of respon-
dents said corruption is most widespread 
in national government, compared to  
12 percent for state and 6 percent for local.

Also, while 67 percent of respondents 
say the average U.S. congressman has a 
“poor” or “not so good” level of ethics and 
honesty, only 36 percent said that about 
their own U.S. senator, and 33 percent 
about their own U.S. representative.

Those results are consistent with all 
national polls, Roberts said.

“In part, it’s a reflection of respondents’ 
lack of knowledge. It’s also a national 
reflection of human nature,” he said. “As 
a voter, you feel accountable for your own 
roster of politicians and somewhat cul-
pable in sustaining a more corrupt group 
than your neighbors’. That’s something 
you wouldn’t want to own up to, right?”

A League of Women Voters  study has 
given the best explanation to DeBeauvoir as 
to why people are less likely to vote for local 
offices. Basically, the more connections 
a person has with the community (using 
factors like property ownership, children in 

public school, civic group membership), the 
more likely that individual is to know their 
local officials and to vote for them.

“Their analysis was a simple explanation 
of a very complex set of factors,” she said.

Further removed from the public, top-
level state and federal candidates rely on 
news stories and advertising to get voters’ 
attention. Bigger campaigns attract more 
news media attention and can afford to 
buy more advertising than typical local 
candidates. On the other hand, successful  
fundraising can expose candidates to 
suspicions of corruption, as the identities 
of donors are reported by the media.

According to Roberts’ survey, a relatively 
small donation ($50,000) from a contro-
versial donor affects voters’ opinions of a 
candidate just as much as a large donation 
($20 million) from the same donor.

“People are much more attuned to 
sources of money rather than amounts of 
money,” he said.

Gov. Rick Perry
Lieutenant Governor, 1999-2000
Texas Agriculture Commissioner, 1991-1999
State Representative, 1985-1991

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
Texas Attorney General, 1999-2002
Texas Supreme Court, 1991-1997
Texas District Judge, 1985-1991 

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
Texas State Treasurer, 1991-1993
State Representative, 1972-1976

U.S. Rep. John Carter
Texas District Judge, 1981-2001

U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett
Texas Supreme Court, 1989-1994
State Senator, 1973-1985

U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith
Bexar County Commissioner, 1983-1985
State Representative, 1981-1982

State Sen. Kirk Watson
Mayor of Austin, 1997-2001

State Rep. Donna Howard
Eanes ISD board member, 1996-1999

State Rep. Diana Maldonado
Round Rock ISD board member, 2003-2008

Moving up the ballot

2008 primary voter patterns
Many primary voters do not cast ballots for lower level offices, although people generally give a 
more favorable opinion of their local representatives than statewide or national officials. 

Source: Texas Secretary of State

Just like employees work their way up the 
company ladder, politicians often begin their 
public careers in local positions and later run 
for higher offices. Here are some examples.

Feb. 1•	  • Last day to register to vote
Feb. 16-26•	  • Early voting period
March 2•	  • Primary Election Day

Important primary election dates

Williamson CountyTravis County
Democratic Primary
President/VP 

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney

Third Court of Appeals

185,838 votes cast

139,701

121,312

117,151

121,835

133,210

140,467

117,418

Republican Primary
President/VP

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney (no candidate)

Third Court of Appeals

40,381 votes cast

35,732

29,325

29,027

30,402

25,684

N/A

28,545

Democratic Primary
President/VP 

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney (no candidate)

Third Court of Appeals

49,490 votes cast

37,478

33,513

31,973

31,899

32,961

N/A

31,594

Republican Primary
President/VP

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney

Third Court of Appeals (no candidate)

28,916 votes cast

26,356 

21,989

21,517

24,113

23,845

21,552

N/A
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Serving client’s real estate, business, 
and probate needs for over 25 years!

512.638.0285 
2701 Mingus Drive
Cedar Park, TX 78613
E-mail: Stuart@AinsleyLaw.com

Stuart Ainsley
Attorney

Licensed in Texas and Washington

City and County Notes   Recent news

Cedar Park

Cedar Park partners on wastewater
The cities of Cedar Park, Round Rock 

and Austin purchased the Brushy Creek 
Regional Wastewater System from the 
Lower Colorado River Authority in an 
agreement finalized in December.

The wastewater system provides service 
to five entities, including portions of the 
cities of Austin, Cedar Park and Round 
Rock as well as the Fern Bluff and Brushy 
Creek Municipal Utility Districts. System 
capacity is about 24.5 million gallons per 
day, and the system serves about 200,000 
residents.

Under an agreement with the three 
cities and an alliance with the Brazos 
River Authority, LCRA has developed and 
expanded the regional system since 1996. 
The authority operated the system during 
this time and is expected to continue to 
do so under a new contract.

Leander

Compiled by Staff

Members of the 3rd and 4th Assault Helicopter Battalion 
stand with Leander Councilman Chris Fielder. 

M
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City recognizes Fort Hood 
In late December, soldiers from Fort 

Hood received support from the City 
of Leander. Leander Councilman Chris 
Fielder presented three Fort Hood 
soldiers from the 3rd and 4th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion with framed 
photos of the Battalion at Leander’s 
Dec. 5 Christmas parade. 

“Your walls were bare,” Fielder said, 
while presenting the frame. 

The unit, which deploys to Iraq in 
February 2011, was adopted by the city 
three years ago. 

Park it where you want it, sort of
The Leander City Council repealed 

controversial rules to the city’s parking 
ordinance in late December to allow 
people to park on more than just paved 
surfaces. 

The ordinance, originally approved in 
July 2008, was meant to stop people from 
parking on their lawns and other unpaved 
surfaces, but it drew complaints from 
residents with narrow or gravel driveways 
who said it was hard to find a legal place 
to park their vehicles. 

Violation of the ordinance came with a 
$200 fine. 

Following residents’ complaints, the 
council issued a parking task force in 
February 2009 to discuss the issue. A rep-
resentative of the task force recommended 
to the council in December that a section 
in the ordinance prohibiting parking on 
unpaved surfaces be removed. The vote to 
remove the ordinance was unanimous.

New public art program in Cedar Park 
The City of Cedar Park is seeking 

volunteers to serve on the city’s new 
public arts board, which will oversee a 
program with the purpose of furthering 
the development, awareness and interest 
in the visual arts, city spokeswoman 
Melanie Carr said. 

The Cedar Park City Council voted 
in October 2009 to establish a public 
arts program, but, in order for it to be 
successful, Carr said the city needs 
citizens’ support.

The board will be made of seven 
members, who will serve two-year terms 
and act in an advisory capacity to the 
council. Members will help create bylaws 
and a strategic plan, suggest projects to 
council and recommend a budget for art 
projects. Visit www.cedarparktx.us.

New county veterans service director
Williamson County Commissioners 

recently appointed Donna Harrell to serve 
as the county’s director of veteran services 
and as the veterans county service officer, 
which is necessary to be recognized by the 
Texas Veterans Commission.

Harrell has lived in Central Texas for 
more than 45 years, is the daughter of a 
Korean War veteran and wife of a Viet-
nam veteran. She started working for the 
Williamson County Veteran Services office 
in 2002 and received her national accredi-
tation from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in 2009.

The county’s veterans service office has 
almost 40,000 Williamson County veter-
ans to serve.

Williamson County

University Ave.

Dog adoptions no longer suspended
The Williamson County Regional 

Animal Shelter resumed dog adoptions 
in mid-January, following an adop-
tion suspension caused by two cases of 
distemper. Adoptions were suspended 
for two weeks and no other dogs showed 
symptoms of the highly contagious 
virus, which is often fatal for canines but 
easy to prevent and eradicate. 
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Summit Christian Academy in Leander
gives thanks to the vendors who participated 

in our November fundraiser, Harvest For Him.
We feel blessed and overwhelmed by 

the amazing support and outreach from
these businesses in our community.

www.SummitEagles.org

Open House / Showcase
 Leander Campus Cedar Park Campus
 Tuesday - February 9th Thursday - February 11th

 6:30 pm - 8 pm 6:30 pm - 8 pm
 259-4416 250-1369

Many thanks to our key sponsors:
Designer Pools & Outdoor Living  •  Brad Marshall Homes  •  Kingdom Premium Financial Services

Additional supporting businesses:
Kohl’s Leander Team  •  Illuminate Photography  •  Go to Girl  •  Rockhopper Creative Video Production  

iii Coaching  •  S/V Hair Studios  •  The BeLiEvE singers and musicians  •  Simply Suzi Gifts  •  James Avery  
Best Buy  •  Academy  •  Little Smiles  •  Pediatric Dentistry  •  Patricia Mutzbaugh with Mary Kay

Amanda Casey at Luxe Apothetique  •  Cimarron Hills Golf Course  •  Breeze Hair Salon  •  Texas Stars
  Home Depot  •  Chic Fil A  •  Cinemark 1890 Ranch  •  Mardel  •  Rover Made Over  •  Combine Training

Ryan Family and Round Rock Express  •  Family Christian Bookstore  •  Offi ce Depot  •  Urban Dawgy
Sharkey’s Cuts for Kids  •  Master Eye Associate  •  Saturday Morning Vintage Jewelry  •  Vanessa Conner

Goldenberg Orthodontist  •  Riding lessons by Marc Meyers  •  Donna Rolands at Roland 4 Horses

Open House / ShowcaseOpen House / ShowcaseOpen House/Showcase
Simonton Winner of the JD Power Award 2 Years in a Row

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power 

Saver ProgramTM participating company, helping customers 
assess and treat their homes for improved energy effi ciency, 

comfort and value.

James Hardie
  Hardiplank
Roofs
Windows

LIMITED TIME OFFER

15% OFF AND

$500 BEST BUY
 GIFT CARD
Valid on new business contracted 
from 1/22/10 to 2/18/10. Minimum 
requirements. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

100% Financing Available

12 months No Interest Financing
Free Estimates

               Texas’ Largest
Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® 
Technology Partner

512-6-Siding  |  www.AlliedSidingAndWindows.com
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1890 Ranch
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/6765

going somewhere else in a surrounding 
community.”

Brewer estimates 1890 Ranch has 
brought to Cedar Park about 1,200 full-
time job equivalents, a term used to 
describe combined full- and part-time 
jobs in a market. Assuming an average sal-
ary of $10 an hour, that’s equivalent to 
$25 million in annual payroll.

In 2008, 1890 Ranch paid more than 
$330,000 in property tax, before a 25 per-
cent reimbursement incentive. Since the 
shopping center opened, it has generated 
more than $1.7 million in sales tax revenue 
for the city, Brewer said. Half of the money 
goes into Cedar Park’s general fund; the 
balance is split between the city’s 4A and 
4B Corporation, which are economic 
development entities that can offer perks a 

city cannot.
“1890 Ranch is more than just a local 

power center,” Brewer said, referring to 
the center’s economic clout. “It’s also a 
regional power. We’re picking up folks 
from north of us in Leander, Marble Falls 
and other surrounding communities that 
would have driven all the way to Austin.”
Bucking the trend

Over the past year, shopping center 
construction declined about 40 percent, 
according to a Jan. 4 International Coun-
cil of Shopping Centers report. The report 
predicts a continued but less sharp decline 
in shopping center construction spending 
this year.

An estimated 140 million sq. ft. of new 
retail space opened nationwide in 2007, 
according to the report. Fewer new proj-
ects, less renovation and the lack of avail-
able money related to a downturn in the 
economy decreased that number to about 
74 million sq. ft. in 2008 and a projected 44 

million sq. ft. and 35 million sq. ft. for 2009 
and 2010 respectively. 

Despite the sour market, about 94 per-
cent of space at 1890 Ranch has been leased 
out and only four stores have closed, North-
ington said.

Other potential construction projects at 
1890 Ranch include five sites that have been 
set aside for medical offices on the northern 
edge of the center between Cinemark and 
Gold’s Gym. 

Vacancies at 1890 Ranch include space for 
a bank, a major retailer and about 16 smaller 
stores or restaurants. Once filled, the only 
way to add more tenants is to expand north 
to land neighboring the medical center.

“It’s logical, and we’ve looked at it from 
time to time, but right now, we don’t have 
any plans,” Northington said. “I’m glad we 
developed 1890 when we did. I’m proud to 
have it in our portfolio, and I’m happy with 
the impact it’s having on Cedar Park.”

A brief history of 1890 Ranch
After many years of use as a cattle farm, a portion of the approximately 130-acre ranch, owned by the Carssow family, 
was sold for development. The family named the ranch after a cabin on the property dating from the 1890s. 

Endeavor Real Estate Group has 
considered developing land 
to the north to expand 1890 
Ranch, but currently does not 
have a plan to do so.FM 1431/Whitestone Blvd.
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build out scheduled for 20101890 Ranch

For lease

Open to public

Cedar Park 
Regional Medical 

Center

1   Cinemark

2   Baskin-Robbins
 Buffalo Wild Wings
 China Café by Phoenix
 Jamba Juice
 Nothing Bundt Cakes
 Rocky Mountain  
     Chocolate Factory

1890 Ranch Shopping Center stores
 Which Wich

3   Hayashi Modern  
     Japanese Cuisine
 Rosie’s Pho
 Rudino’s
 Spicy Pickle
 Taco Reál 

4   Froots
 Gold’s Gym
 Gracy Title
 Jenny Craig
 Keller Williams Realty
 Tan It All

5   Arttie
 Breeze Salon

 Half Price Books 
 Mr. Notebook
 Pigtails and Crewcuts

6   Claire’s Accessories
 Famous Footwear
 GNC
 Massage Envy
 PetSmart

 Studio Nails and Spa
 YoYo’s Frozen Yogurt

7   Bealls
 OfficeMax
 Super Target

8   AT&T
 Carl’s Jr.

 Charming Charlie
 Chick-fil-A
 Great Haircuts
 FedEx Kinko’s
 Mattress Firm
 Starbucks Coffee
 Zales Jewelers

9   Academy Sports

10   Hemispheres
 Hobby Lobby
 Mardel
 Ross Dress for Less

11   BBVA Compass Bank
 Einstein Bros. Bagels

 Firehouse Subs
 Freddy’s Frozen Custard
 Medifast
 Nutrishop
 SportClips
 Tropical Smoothie Café
 Verizon
 Wachovia

8

1
2

3

7

6
9

10

4

11

5

Endeavor Real Estate Group plans 
to break ground on the expansion in 

the spring. The building will offer 26,000 
sq. ft. of space for lease and a major 
restaurant or midsize retailer will anchor 
the new strip. There will be room 

for between two and eight retail 
stores, including a possible 

national retailer.

RELAX
AT YOUR
NEW HOME.
MileStone Community Builders

offers community and land-
scaping maintenance, amenity

centers, pools, and quality
homes at prices you won’t find
anywhere else in Cedar Park. 

www.MyMileStone.com

Quality
LOW

MAINTENANCE
LIVING

*Actual terms of sale may vary. Additional restrictions may apply
and incentives are subject to change without notice. Please con-
tact a community sales representative for additional information
and/or requirements. Offer valid for new contracts only.
**Monthly payments of $1065 and $1195 are based on
principle, interest, taxes and insurance at 5% fixed 30-year
FHA and do not include home owner association dues.

Townhomes for only

$1065 a month!
SingleFamilyHomes for only

$1195 a month!

2005

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Open to public

Under construction

2005 — Contract negotiations with the 
Carssow family led to the sale of about 96 acres to 
be developed into 1890 Ranch and about 40 acres 
to be used for Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

Oct. 2006 — 
Construction begins 
on 1890 Ranch

Oct. 2007 — 
West side of 1890 
Ranch opens to public

Jan. 2008 — 
Construction begins 
on east side of 1890 
Ranch

Sept. 2008 — 
East side of 1890 
Ranch opens

april 2010 — Planned 
construction will add an additional 
26,000 sq. ft. of retail space; expected 
to open to the public by end of 2010

Opening late 2010

Future project

Expected in 2010
Whitestone Blvd.1431

     Medical Pkwy.

Cottonwood 

Creek  Trl.

1431
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Open Year Round
Mon. - Fri. • 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education...

We have been providing quality 
collision repair and service since 1986. 
Whatever type of automotive collision 
repair you need done, Heritage Body 

and Frame will answer your call.  

Please stop by our new 

Leander location 
and don't hesitate to contact us!

We will work with your 
insurance company.

Heritage Leander Location
2505 South 183 

Leander, TX 78641 
512-528-9233

Heritage Lakeline Location
2315 S. Bell Blvd.

Cedar Park, TX 78613
Phone 512-258-7594

Heritage North Location
12952 Pond Springs Rd.

Austin, TX 78729
Phone 512-331-1399

Heritage Body & Frame
Locally Owned and Operated.

Check out our 3 Locations!

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Physician Assistant

Physician Assistant

Aesthetician

Trust the care of  
your skin to the 

providers at Lone 
Star Dermatology. 

Combining 
specialized 
training with 
advanced 

treatments to care 
for you.
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News Report Capital Metro raises fares for 2010

By Joseph M. de Leon
Capital Metro increased fares starting 

Jan. 18 in an attempt to shore up the grow-
ing expenses associated with transporting 
people across the Austin area and launch-
ing a commuter rail line from Leander to 
Austin. 

The hike, part of a process that started 
in August and was approved in November, 
affects all of the agency’s transit services, 
including express and local bus routes, 
RideShare, MetroAccess and the delayed 
Red Line commuter rail. Seniors 65 and 
older, riders with disabilities and Medicare 
cardholders will continue to ride for free.

Express bus service to Austin is available 
from the Leander Station Park & Ride, 800 
N. US 183, and the Lakeline Station, 13701 
Lyndhurst St., in Austin. Capital Metro 
does not offer bus service in Cedar Park.

Capital Metro representatives suggest 
patrons buy a day pass to save money 
if they anticipate taking more than one 

round-trip bus ride.
Leander residents who wish to take a bus 

into Austin will pay $2.50—up from $1.50 
one way. A MetroExpress Day Pass, which 
gives riders unlimited bus rides for 24 
hours, costs $5—the same as a round-trip.

A trip on the Red Line, which is expect-
ed to launch before April, from Leander to 
downtown has doubled. A round-trip will 
cost $6, up from $3. A MetroPlus Day Pass, 
which gives riders unlimited rail and bus 
access for 24 hours, costs $6.

Riders in Austin will pay $1 for a local 
single-ride bus trip, up from 75 cents. A 
round-trip single-ride bus anywhere in 
Capital Metro’s service area, which used to 
cost $1.50, now costs $2, the same cost of 
a MetroBus Day Pass, which gives riders 
unlimited local bus rides for 24 hours. 

For those who commute or use the bus 
regularly, Multi-Ride passes are available, 
which include seven- and 31-day passes.

Select Capital Metro single trip fares

Source: Capital Metro

MetroBus Single Ride Adult $0.75   $1
MetroBus Single Ride Reduced* $0.35  $0.50
MetroBus Day Pass $1.50 $2
MetroExpress Single Ride Adult $1.50 $2.50
MetroExpress Day Pass $3 $5
MetroRail - 1 zone $1 $2
MetroRail - 2 zones $1.50 $3
MetroPlus Day Pass  $3 $6

* Students age 6 to 18 with a current student ID, 
active duty and reserve military with a current ID

MetroBus Day Pass: unlimited rides for 24 hours
MetroExpress Day Pass: unlimited express rides 
for 24 hours
MetroPlus Day Pass: unlimited bus and metro rides 
for 24 hours

For a listing of fares, visit www.capmetro.org.

Service
Old 
fare

Current 
fare

983 express

987 express

986 express

LEANDER

CEDAR PARK

AUSTIN

ROUND ROCK

MetroRail
Zone 1
MetroRail
Zone 2

Great home designs in Leander and Cedar Park

Silverado Ranch
From the $160s
· 2 model homes, 37 fl oor plans
· 1,376 to 5,211 sq. ft.
· 3-5 bedrooms, 2-3.5 baths
· 2-3 car garages
· Leander ISD
· Private recreation area with a 25-meter pool, kiddie pool, clubhouse,  
  playscape, park and picnic areas

Take Parmer Ln. west to Cedar Park. Turn left on FM 1431 and left on Vista Ridge to 
community on right. (512) 260-5805

Sales Center Hours: 
Mon noon - 7pm, Tue-Sun 10am -7pm 

©2010 KB Home (KBH). Payment of Broker Co-op requires Broker to accompany and register buyer on first visit 
and comply with Broker Co-op Agreement.  NAHB Research Center certifi cation is not a representation, warranty 

or guarantee by Research Center of contractor performance. See Built to OrderTM options and upgrades off ered at KB Home Studio. All options/upgrades 
require additional charges, may require ordering at predetermined stages of construction and are subject to change discontinuation anytime by KB 
Home. KB Home is not a custom homebuilder. Exterior photos show upgraded landscaping/options and may not represent communities’ lowest priced 
homes. Recreation center private to community. See sales representative for details. Visit Silverado Ranch or Westwood by February 28, 2010 and redeem 

Broker Co-op Welcome.

the ad for a $10 gift card. Limit one per household. While supplies last. Must surrender post card 
at time of gas card giveaway. No refunds or exchanges. Gift card will be mailed to recipient within 
7 days of visit.  1/5/10

A homebuying experience that’s truly one of a kind.
Built to OrderTM is built around you. Your individual style. 
Your way of life. And most of all, your budget. 
It’s an experience that ensures you’ll have a home you truly love.

Silverado Ranch

Westwood
From the $120s
· 2 model homes, 15 fl oor plans
· 1,376 to 3,728 sq. ft.
· 3-5 bedrooms, 2-3.5 baths
· 2 car garages
· Leander ISD
· Private community park and pool
· ENERGY STAR qualified

From Hwy. 183 in Leander, take CR-2243 heading west. Continue approx. 2 mi., turn 
left on Sunny Brooke and right on Woodway.  (512) 528-1371
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RECOGNIZED NATIONALLY

TRUSTED LOCALLY

YOUR CHOICE. THE TRUSTED CHOICE.

Scott & White accepts 
all major insurance plans.

roundrock.sw.org

Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock is now certified as a Primary Stroke Center.

The Joint Commission represents the highest expectations for quality and safety in
the medical field. In our efforts to provide the best healthcare possible, Scott & White
Hospital – Round Rock met the Joint Commission standard for primary stroke care.
This recognition reflects Scott & White’s high-quality care, adherence to best
practices and commitment to reducing the damage caused by stroke.

Now you, your family and friends can access the care you trust, along with the
reassurance of Joint Commission accreditation.

To receive your free packet of
information on stroke education,
prevention and treatment, 
call 512-509-0100, or visit
strokepage.sw.org 

FREE
Cash Back
Checking

If you use your debit card to make purchases denominated in a foreign currency, you will be charged a foreign exchange fee by MasterCard® to convert currency. Federally insured by the NCUA.

10¢ash
Back

on all Debit Card purchases

Cedar Park Branch
1110 N Bell Blvd

512-833-3300  or  1-800-580-3300  rbfcu.org
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Community Corridor    Sonny Drive: South West Drive to Leander Drive   Leander

La Canasta owner Luis Castillo 
with his daughter Betty

3

183

Sonny Dr.

G
lass D

r.

Lacy D
r.S. W

est D
r.

Horseshoe Dr.

Leander D
r.

183

Sonny Drive is a diverse corridor mixed with new developments, 
a historical marker and local businesses. The Leander Police 
Department opened the doors to its new building here Oct. 1, 
2008. Leander’s first hotel will break ground this year. The Sonny 
Drive extension to the east will offer business owners and 
residents an additional east-west corridor and improve 
accessibility for the city’s public services.

Fire Station #3 and training center11

Business 
1 Wash It All is a self-serve laundromat 

facility that has been in business for seven 
years. The laundromat has several large 
capacity washers, and a self-service car 
wash is available outside. Store hours are 
6:30 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
 
2 Aquafuzion specializes in water 

purification services for residential, 
commercial and industrial customers. 
On-site water analysis and air purification 
services are available for residential 
locations. Aquafuzion carries energy-
efficient products by General Electric.
260-0552 • www.aquafuzion.net
  
3 La Canasta Market opened in 

November. The Hispanic market offers 
groceries, produce, a large selection of 
meats, sweet breads and piñatas. A café 
inside the store offers meals for quick 
dine-in or to go and by individual serving 
or by the pound. Store hours are 7 a.m.-
9 p.m. daily. • 986-8704
 
4 TimberTown USA carries wholesale 

building materials for contractors and 
individuals to create outdoor living areas, 
such as decks, outdoor kitchens, fire pits 
and arbors. The business also connects 

individuals with contractors to perform 
the work. Store hours are Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.- 
5 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m.-noon. 
528-8112 • www.timbertownusa.com
  
5 Keene Roofing Inc. has been in 

business for 12 years. The company offers 
residential re-roofing and new 
construction roofs for homebuilders.
260-1996
 Development
6 Holiday Inn Express Hotel and 

Suites is scheduled to break ground in 
the first quarter of 2010. Construction is 
expected to take eight to 10 months, and 
the hotel will feature 86 rooms, a fitness 
center, an indoor pool and meeting space 
for up to 65 people. This will be the first 
hotel to open in Leander. 
www.holidayinnexpress.com
 Transportation
7 The Sonny Drive extension from US 

183 to Leander Drive will be a two-lane, 
undivided roadway with sidewalks. 
Railroad crossing signal design is pending 
approval from Capital Metro. A traffic 
signal will be installed at the intersection 
of Sonny Drive and US 183. Once 
completed, the new road will allow the 

police department and new fire station 
access to US 183.
 
8 The westward expansion of Sonny 

Drive is in the city’s future roadway plan, 
but construction will be driven by 
subdivision development. Once Sonny 
Drive is connected from West Drive to the 
portion of Sonny Drive in the Mason 
Creek neighborhood, drivers will be able 
to travel directly to Bagdad Road.
 History
9 Texas Historical Marker: Norton 

Moses Lodge, No. 336 A. F. & A. M. was 
organized in the Williamson County 
community of Bagdad. This Masonic 
Lodge was formally chartered in 1871. It 
was named for Norton Moses, who 
participated in the group’s formation. A 
lodge building was constructed in 1870 
and also served as a community meeting 
center and public school. In 1899, the 
Masons moved to the new railroad town 
of Leander. Through the leadership of its 
members, the lodge had an instrumental 
role in the development of Leander and 
western Williamson County.
259-0278 • www.nortonmoses.com
 

Residential
10 The Magnolia Creek subdivision 
began construction May 2005. The 
builder, American Premiere Homes, 
ceased building June 2008 due to the 
economy’s decline. The neighborhood 
has approximately 40 homes, and there 
are 17 vacant lots ready for development. 
Fifteen homes are in various stages of 
construction. The builder is negotiating 
with the bank to move forward with 
finishing out this section of the 
subdivision. The amenity center will likely 
be completed once additional phases of 
the subdivision are built. For more 
information, call Michael Eckert at 
304-5786.

City of Leander
11 Construction on Leander Fire Station 
#3 is expected to be complete by June. 
The new station will include offices for the 
fire department administration, training 
staff, and building permits and 
inspections staff. Leander firefighters will 
have a new training center on site with 
classrooms, a fire rescue training tower, a 
fire burn house and vehicle fire simulator. 
The fire station and training facilities were 
approved in the city’s 2006 bond package.
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Regional Update

By Melissa Mixon
Up until a few months ago, if 

someone searched for numbers 
on Leander’s population they 
would find a few discrepancies. 
For one, city officials estimate—
and they say so in their literature 
about the city—that Leander’s 
population is more than 30,000. 
But, if going by data released 
by the U.S. Census Bureau, the 
estimate would come to only 
23,418.

It might not seem like a big 
deal, especially given how popu-
lation counting in growing cities 
is like throwing darts at a moving 
target, but for city officials, the 
numbers can make everything. 
That’s why Leander city officials’ 
recent revelation that the city’s 
population exceeded 25,000 
people in the 2008 Census is big 
news, Kirk Clennan, Leander’s 
director of economic develop-
ment said.

“It changes the dynamic of our 
city,” Clennan said.

For growing cities, a popula-
tion of 25,000 or more can be the 
magic number for getting federal 
funding and for expanding. Cit-
ies that pass that population 

Leander’s growing population recognized by U.S. Census

threshold become eligible for 
certain public funding programs, 
including the Emergency Food 
and Shelter program under 
FEMA and the Labor Surplus 
Area program under the Depart-
ment of Labor-ETA.

And, according to state law, 
when a city’s population exceeds 
25,000 people, its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction—land outside city 
limits but under the authority of 
the city—grows from one mile to 
two miles.

Leander has already expanded 
its ETJ after its city council voted 
in 2007 that the city’s population 
was over 25,000. The vote was 
controversial to some residents 
of Gabriel’s Overlook in George-
town because the residents 
wanted to remain in the city 
and not be included in Leander’s 
jurisdiction—Leander eventually 
let the neighborhood remain in 
Georgetown.

State Demographer Karl Esch-
bach said cities may declare their 
own population, and if anyone 
contests the number, then the 
courts decide the validity.

Eschbach said cities may use 
different methods for counting 

their population, but the number 
will not be recognized for federal 
funding until it is confirmed by 
the U.S. Census count.

Following the census findings 
on Leander, Eschbach said he has 
reviewed how the city calculates 
its own population.

“Of all the records I’ve ever 
asked for from a city, Leander 
had the most thorough records. I 
was impressed by the quality and 
quantity of the data they were 
sending,” Eschbach said. “Lean-
der is growing so fast [and] when 
you’re growing really fast it’s hard 
to make an estimate.”

Eschbach said he expects that 
the next census will show a num-
ber that is “well higher than what 
people are saying.” 

That’s something city officials 
also predict.

Clennan said that having 
the census verify what the city 
already estimated for its popula-
tion will help not just the public 
portion of the city but also the 
private sector because Leander 
will now be part of the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics and Texas 
Workforce Commission (TWC) 
labor force assessment. Over 

the past decade Leander had to 
estimate its Williamson County 
labor contribution. After March 
2010, Leander will receive its own 
labor force information.

“It means we’ll be able to 
get our own labor data, which 
enables private sector folks to 
look at us more thoroughly and 
get a sense of, ‘OK, if they’ve got 
that kind of population, then how 
much of that population works in 

Leander and what’s the day-
time population and what’s the 
morning population?’” Clennan 
said. “It enables us to get a more 
thorough statistical analysis of 
our community.” 

More relevant data about Le-
ander’s demographic profile will 
be available and can lead to more 
retail, commercial and industrial 
site selection reviews, he said.

Total Population

Reupholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com

o
u

td
o

o
r u

p
h

o
lste

ry, fu
n

 p
illo

w
s, b

a
b

y b
e

d
d

in
g

Held over by Popular Demand!

Ends February 15, 2010
40%OFF

all folded remnants and
                 other specially
                 marked fabrics!

REMNANT CLEARANCE!

Leander
651 N. US HWY. 183, Suite 325

Leander, TX 78641
512-260-7267

 M - F 10 -7• Sat. 9:30-6 • Sun. 12-5
HEB Center behind Chase Bank, across from Texas Back Yard

Color

5.00 Off$

Men’s camo color

Most salons independently owned and operated. 
(SM) Fantastic Sams Franchise Corporation www.FantasticSams.com

$

All-Over Highlights

10.00 Off
All-Over Color, Cut 

& Style Starts At

 Long & thick hair extra.
 Expires 2/28/2010

$

Cut

1 Off 
Adult or Kids Cut 

& Shampoo

included with every cut

 Long & thick hair extra.
 Expires 2/28/2010

 Long & thick hair extra.
 Expires 2/28/2010

Let us help you decide the best treatment for 
your condition. Non-Surgical or Surgical.

1401 Medical Parkway B, Suite 311, Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.795.2009 (ph)

3

Jonathan Buten M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Board Certi� ed OB-GYN
Certi� ed in Advanced Laparoscopy
28 Years in Private Practice

Dr. Buten also specializes in:
Gynecology, Well Woman Exams, & Menopause• 
In-Offi  ce Endometrial Ablation & Sterilization• 
Correction of Uterine, Bladder, Rectal, and • 
Vaginal Prolapse
Urinary Incontinence Evaluation, Treatment,                 • 
and Surgery

Accepting most insurance plans!

Cedar Park Gynecology
Center for Minimally Invasive & Reconstructive Gynecology

Now o� ering Single Incision Laparoscopic Surgery.
(Hysterectomy, Fibroid Treatment, Endometriosis, Oophorectomy)

LEANDER
POP  25,424

25,424

8,786

10,435

12,365

14,423

16,293

18,062

20,332

23,418

2000

2008

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau
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Local History    Mood Wiley—The man behind the name of Moody’s Café in Leander

By Karen R. Thompson
Despite the name, there is 

nothing disgruntled about 
Moody’s Café in Leander or the 
restaurant’s namesake.  

Unknown to most, the café was 
named after a local man who, 
beginning in the 1900s, helped 
make Leander what it is today. 

So, in 2007, when Mood Wiley’s 
granddaughter, Kay Wiley Muel-
ler, and her husband opened the 
café in the city, the two thought 
it was only appropriate to name it 
after him. 

Farrest “Mood” Wiley was born 
in Leander Jan. 30, 1901, to Jasper 
and Lillian Huddleston Wiley. 
He was a third-generation Wiley 
in Leander, where his family had 
moved from Tennessee following 
the Civil War.

After Mood’s high school 
graduation in 1918, the high 
school valedictorian went into 
farming. His fortunes, however, 
would greatly improve in 1922 
when he met a beautiful young 
lady, Bernice Knox.

Around that time, Texas was 
experiencing an extreme drought, 
and in Junction, Ernest Knox had 
no pasture grass to feed his herd 

of 900 goats. He decided to drive 
them to Dime Box, Texas, where 
he owned a section of land. 

Knox’s family of eight included 
18-year-old Bernice, who did 
all of the cooking over an open 
fire, with breakfast starting at 4 
a.m. Families along the way were 
generous with vegetables, milk, 
butter and supplies.

When the Knoxes arrived in 
Leander Aug. 16, 1922, Frank 
Faubion, a local rancher, wanted 
to pasture Knox’s goats briefly so 
they could clear out his land. As 
a result, the Knox family moved 
into a small house and settled 
into the community, starting 
school and attending the Leander 
Presbyterian Church.

Mood and Bernice were mar-
ried Dec. 8, 1922 and their first 
child, Farrest, was born in 1923. In 
1925 another son, Herschel, came 
along, and he would later serve 
in the Navy during World War 
II. Sons Rodger and Bobbie Lee 
would serve in the Army. Their 
additional four children were 
Juanita, Joe, Amanda and Billy.

In the early 1940s, brothers 
Bob and Frank Allen opened the 
Leander Limestone Quarry in 

the area where Crystal Falls Golf 
Course is now located. The first 
employee hired was Mood Wiley, 
who worked there until he retired. 

Mood was also a barber, and on 
Saturdays he helped cut hair at the 
Leander Barber Shop. He was kept 
busy cutting hair for his eight chil-
dren, their friends and neighbors.

Both Mood and Bernice were 
devoted to education and insisted 
their children study hard, behave 
and, most importantly, be in 
school unless they were sick. The 
couple spent three decades sup-
porting Leander schools, espe-
cially the Parent Teacher Associa-
tion. Bernice Knox Wiley Middle 
School, off East Crystal Falls 
Parkway, was eventually named 
in Bernice’s honor. Mood (1901-
1976) and Bernice (1904-1980) are 
buried in Bagdad Cemetery.

Kay Wiley Mueller, who 
sold the café about a year ago, 
said that by naming the café 
“Moody’s” after her grandfather, 
she hopes to honor a man who 
did so much for Leander.

Karen R. Thompson has written 
books on Williamson County, Round 
Rock and Austin. She previously man-
aged archives for Williamson County.

This photo was taken of Bernice Knox and 
Mood Wiley in 1922, the year they married.
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Mood Wiley in 1972, when he was 71 years 
old. He died in 1976.

Since her Lap-Band surgery 
in February 2008, D’Anne 
has lost more than 80 
pounds. She no longer takes 
blood pressure medicine, and 
her sleep apnea is gone.

Individual patient results vary.

The 10 surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric Surgeons personally  
provide follow-up care to their patients to make sure they are  

healthy and losing weight successfully. 

Weight Loss Surgery could transform your life.  
But the procedure alone won’t get you there.

A Healthy 

HealthyLife
Relationship

for a

Online seminar anytime at www.SouthwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.SouthwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

LeaRn moRe at a FRee seminaR

Thursday, Jan. 28, 6:30 pm 
Seton Medical Center Williamson

Saturday, Jan. 30, 10:30 am 
Holiday Inn Express, Cedar Park

Thursday, Feb. 11, 10:30 am 
Austin Surgical Hospital

Moody’s Café
309 S. Hwy. 183
260-6300

2243

South St.
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Old 2243
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Target

H
Holiday Inn 

Express
512.528.0975
Michael D. Morales, DDS
1460 E. Whitestone Blvd., Suite 210
Cedar Park, TX 78613

Dental Implants • 

to Replace One or 
Multiple Teeth

Conscious Sedation • 

Available

Dental Implants to • 

Anchor Complete or 
Partial Dentures

Financing Options • 

Available

Before After

Oakmont Business Park

Another implant placed 
and restored by Dr. Morales

Call for Your Complimentary 
Dental Implant Consulation 
(including necessary xrays)

www.michaelmoralesdds.com

5

Why Buy a Certi� edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Certi� edPreowned.com      913-3960

AUDI
2006 A4 2.0T 28242 miles $24,900 C
2006 CABRIOLE 1.8T 32964 miles $25,900 C
2007 CABRIOLE 2.0Q 29027 miles $30,900 C
2008 A4 2.0Q 25610 miles $31,900 C
2007 Q7 4.2 SUV 21577 miles $39,900 C
2008 Q7 3.6Q 20378 miles $47,900 C
2008 Q7 3.6Q 21591 miles $49,900 C
BMW
2006 3-SERIES 70300 miles $13,500
2005 BMW 325 CI 21127 miles $19,900
CHEVROLET
2002 TAHOE 98572 miles $9,995
2006 EQUINOX 37603 miles $15,450
2007 SUB LTZ 2WD DVD 52550 miles $26,900
DODGE
2007 DAKOTA 40605 miles $12,995

FORD
2004 TAURUS 86450 miles $6,995
2005 FIVE HUNDRED 45954 miles $11,995
2007 EXPLORERSPT TRC 37269 miles $23,995
HONDA
2003 ACCORD SDN 112637 miles $7,900
2007 CIVIC CPE 38553 miles $13,995
2007 CIVIC SDN 17641 miles $15,450
JEEP
2007 WRANGLER 36246 miles $16,995
2005 GRCHERV8LTD4X4 42573 miles $18,975
LEXUS
2007 ES 350 55957 miles $24,995
2007 IS 350 W/NAV 31855 miles $28,500
MAZDA
2005 MX-5 MIATA 65230 miles $8,650
2007 CX7 GR TOUR FWD 27902 miles $19,500

MERCEDES-BENZ
1995 SL-500 35006 miles $15,900
2007 CX7 GR TOUR FWD 27902 miles $19,500
NISSAN
2007 VERSA SL HB 63651 miles $10,700
2004 MURANO SL 88668 miles $12,900
2003 FRONTIER 4X4 69565 miles $13,900
2008 XTERRA S 36138 miles $17,826
PORSCHE
2004 CAYENNE TURBO 58271 miles $33,900 C
2004 911 CARRERA 34396 miles $37,900 C
2008 CAYENNE V6 28422 miles $43,900 C
2006 CAYENNE TURBO 43516 miles $49,900 C
2007 911 CARRERA 18267 miles $53,900 C
SATURN
2003 VUE V6 79046 miles $6,300
2007 SKY ROADSTER 17632 miles $18,900

SUBARU
2008 OUTBACK 48635 miles $21,995 C
2007 B9 TRIBECA 46273 miles $22,995 C
2009 FORESTER PR PKG 7212 miles $23,995 C
2009 FORESTER 12312 miles $25,995 C
TOYOTA
2007 CAMRY XLE 40063 miles $14,900
2007 4RUNNER SPT ED 36912 miles $22,900
VOLVO
2003 V70 104973 miles $8,995
2005 S60 63847 miles $15,450
2009 S40 2.4i SEDAN 15014 miles $24,500 C
2009 S60 2.5T ASR 25160 miles $23,900 C
2009 S60 2.5T ASR 19504 miles $25,900 C
2009 S60 2.5T ASR 16593 miles $25,700 C
2009 S60 2.5T ASR 19175 miles $26,200 C
2008 XC90 3.2ASR7NAV 16911 miles $33,500 C

$23,995 2009 Subaru Forester 2.5X w/Premium Pkg$39,900 2007 Audi Q7 4.2 SUV $24,500 2009 Volvo S40 2.4i Sedan
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Capital of Texas Hwy. from RM 2222 to 2244

Ranking: 61

This segment has more than 338,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $7.03 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 30 minutes in  
20 years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

MoPac from US 183 to Hwy. 290

Ranking: 44

This segment has more than 1.08 million annual hours of 
delay with an annual congestion cost of delay of  
$22.56 million. A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow 
conditions will take approximately 26 minutes during rush 
hour. If no changes are made to the current transportation 
system, TxDOT projects that a trip during rush hour would 
take 40 minutes in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to add 
managed lanes to help with congestion.

IH 35 from US 183 to Howard Lane

Ranking: 45

This segment has more than 570,000 annual hours 
of delay with an annual congestion cost of delay of 
$11.89 million. A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-
flow conditions will take approximately 26 minutes 
during rush hour. If no changes are made to the current 
transportation system, TxDOT projects that a trip during 
rush hour would take 39 minutes in 20 years. TxDOT has 
plans to widen the southbound frontage road, add a 
deceleration lane at Park Thirty Five Circle and construct 
an interchange at Parmer Lane.

US 183 from RM 1431 to 1 mile S. of Lakeline Blvd.

Ranking: 64

This segment has more than 267,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $5.56 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 30 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to add managed lanes from 
Lakeline Boulevard to IH 35.

US 183 from MoPac to IH 35

Ranking: 49

This segment has more than 314,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $6.53 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 42 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to add managed lanes from 
Lakeline Boulevard to IH 35.

MoPac from Toll 45 to Parmer Lane

Ranking: 48

This segment has more than 317,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $6.59 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 25 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 29 minutes in 20 years. 
TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

FM 1325 from IH 35 to Merrilltown Drive

Ranking: 78

This segment has more than 129,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $2.69 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 31 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

RM 620 from US 183 to FM 2222

Ranking: 70

This segment has more than 342,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $7.1 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 37 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to construct direct connectors 
at US 183 and construct a new freeway facility with 
intermittent frontage roads on Toll 45.

IH 35 from Howard Lane to FM 3406

Ranking: 53

This segment has more than 652,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $13.54 million. 
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 25 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 40 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to construct direct connectors 
from Toll 45.

US 290 from Oak Boulevard to RM 1826

Ranking: 72

This segment has more than 150,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $3.12 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 29 minutes in  
20 years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

Capital of Texas Hwy. from RM 2244 to MoPac

Ranking: 81

This segment has more than 193,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $4.02 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 29 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

Southwest Parkway from Vega Ave. to MoPac

Ranking: 54

This segment has more than 153,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $3.18 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 45 minutes in  
20 years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

Capital of Texas Hwy. from US 183 to RM 2222

Ranking: 55

This segment has more than 282,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $5.86 million.  
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 30 minutes in  
20 years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

IH 35 from Hwy. 71 to US 183

Ranking: 26

This segment has more than 1.36 million annual hours of 
delay* with an annual congestion cost of delay* of  
$28.32 million. A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow 
conditions will take approximately 28 minutes during rush 
hour. If no changes are made to the current transportation 
system, TxDOT projects that a trip during rush hour would 
take 45 minutes in 20 years. TxDOT has no plans to update 
this roadway.

Transportation Report By Tiffany YoungMost congested roadways in Central Texas
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Glossary

*Travel delay
The total amount of wasted time is produced by comparing the travel time at congested speeds to the free flow speed 
on each roadway type. The free flow speed was assumed to be 60 mph on freeways and 35 mph on arterial streets and 
frontage roads. An additional factor that varies by road type and urban region is used to account for additional delay 
because of crashes, stalled vehicles and other irregular delay-causing events.

*Congestion cost
Two cost components are associated with congestion: delay cost and fuel cost. These values are directly related to 
the travel speed calculations. In 2007, the most recent year of data, the average cost for an hour of person delay was 
approximately $21 per hour. This value was used as an estimate of congestion cost, including delay and fuel. The delay 
cost is an estimate of the value of lost time in passenger vehicles and the increased operating costs of commercial vehicles 
in congestion. 
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The Texas Department of Transportation recently published a list of Texas’ 
100 most congested roadways. Fourteen of the segments are in Central 
Texas. Find out the ranking of roadways along with what, if anything, is 
planned to improve the roadways and the cost of improvements versus not 
taking action. For a full list, visit http://apps.dot.state.tx.us/apps/rider56.

Ranking Austinites’ commutes
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Armadillo Hall  200 E. Fourth St.
788-4057 • www.armadillohall.com

2PHASE II

1PHASE I

N

MoPac

Braker Lane

NEW/PHASE II

Dillard’s

The Villages at The Domain

Aloft hotel room

The Domain Phase II set to open

Taylor Taking its cue from 
the Austin music hub of the 
’70s—the Armadillo World 
Headquarters—Tommy Rovello 
and Tina Spafford are setting up 
shop in Taylor with big plans for 
a new Armadillo Hall. 

The pair are committed to 
providing Taylor and its sur-
rounding areas with live music, 
and the formerly vacant building 
on East Fourth Street, across the 
street from Taylor city offices, 
turned out to be the perfect 
venue for their dream business.

“This was our creation in Feb-
ruary of last year,” said Rovello, 
a former musician who played at 
the original Austin Armadillo. 
“We’ve basically done every-
thing you will see in the hall 
and in the entire complex by 
ourselves and from scratch.”

The Armadillo building is 

large—some 15,000 sq. ft.—
something that’s appropriate 
given what’s in store for the 
soon-to-be entertainment com-
plex. Already situated inside 
the 5,000 sq. ft. concert hall 
are rows of pool tables, a stage, 
seating and a classic wooden 
bar built in 1909 that was taken 
from one of Taylor’s original 
landmarks.

N
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512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com

( 5 1 2 )  9 0 4 - 0 6 7 2 
2 0 0  U N I V E R S I T Y  B L V D . 

S U I T E  # 3 4 0
R O U N D  R O C K ,  T X  7 8 6 6 5

Lumineers • Wisdom Teeth Extraction Sedation Dentistry
In-Office Bleaching • State-Of-The-Art Dentistry  
Digital X-Ray • General and Cosmetic Dentistry

W W W. K E E P R O U N D R O C K S M I L I N G . C O M

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R : 
C O M P L I M E N TA R Y  B L E AC H I N G  W I T H 
C O M P L E T I O N  O F  N E W  PAT I E N T  E X A M , 
X - R AY S  A N D  C L E A N I N G .

D R .  A N G E L A  N I K N A M 
I S  N O W  P R A C T I C I N G  AT  H E R
 N E W  O F F I C E  I N  R O U N D  R O C K .

W E  WA N T  T O  S E E  Y O U  S M I L E

Happy
New Year!
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Round Rock When REI opened 
its Round Rock location in 2008, 
the company unveiled the store 
as a prototype of its new green 
building strategy, emphasizing 
the use of recycled materials 
and energy efficient fixtures. 
The building was also designed 
to use 43 percent less water and 
50 percent less energy than a 
standard commercial building of 
the same size.

The approach earned recogni-
tion from the U.S. Green Build-
ing Council in October, when 
REI Round Rock received a Gold 
certification in the Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design rating system. 

The REI store is the first 
building in Round Rock to 
earn the designation, but more 
companies, city leaders and 
homeowners in Central Texas 
are beginning to develop green 
building practices. 

Companies, cities embrace green building and design standards

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6554

Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 
Business ProfilesTop Stories    

Central Austin Tom and Brigid 
Abdenour have come a long way 
since pushing around a food cart 
filled with pita bread and baklava 
outside the University of Texas 
Co-op in the late ’70s. For the last 
33 years, the married couple have 
worked to refine, perfect and try 
new things at their Mediterra-
nean deli Tom’s Tabooley. 

Arriving from Illinois when 
they were in their 20s, the 
Abdenours were immediately 
immersed in Guadalupe Street’s 
bustling creative energy and vi-
brant art scene, soaking up what 
they dub “old Austin.” 

“This area down here was the 
destination point,” Tom said. 
“It really was the heart and soul 
of Austin.” 

Tom’s Tabooley  928 Guadalupe St., Ste. 102
479-7337 • www.tomstabooley.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6606
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Sources: Seton Family of Hospitals, REI, Moman Architects, U.S. Green Building Council
* Anticipated; currently under construction

The Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design rating system 
awards points on a 110-point 
scale for environmentally friendly 
design and construction. Builders 
earn points for using recycled 
construction materials, renewable 
energy sources, local building 
supplies and other sustainable 
elements. There are four levels of 
certification: Certified, Silver, Gold 
and Platinum. 

Examples of green buildings in Central Texas

Dell Children’s Medical Center of 
Central Texas, Austin 
Building features:

Only LEED Platinum hospital  • 
in the world
Reused 47,000 tons of airport runway • 
Natural gas turbine supplies all • 
electricity
Energy systems save enough power • 
to fuel about 1,800 homes

AirBorn Inc. manufacturing facility, 
Georgetown 
Building features: 

For each tree cut down, two are planted• 
High efficiency air-conditioning units• 
Paints and adhesives are low in • 
chemical pollutants

Growing restless with their 
respective jobs, the Abdenours 
decided to complement the 
eclectic landscape and alterna-
tive, healthy lifestyle surround-
ing them by filling a niche for 
Mediterranean food.
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Northwest Austin Simon Property Group’s develop-
ment of The Domain is shaping into its vision of luxury 
shopping, upscale hotels, office space and entertainment 
for the northwest Austin area as the last stages of phase 
two finish.

“It truly is a project where you can live, play and work 
as well as shop,” said Kathy Shields, senior vice president 
of development for Simon Property Group.

Plans for The Domain began in 2003 with phase one, 
which was completed in winter 2007. The partnership 
is between local developer Endeavor and Simon Prop-
erty Group Inc., the largest public real estate company 
in the U.S.

In phase two, which is set to open in February, each 
of the developers is building separate phases within 
The Domain’s boundaries of MoPac, Burnet Road and 
Braker Lane.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6503 Full story at more.impactnews.com/6625

REI, Round Rock 
Building features: 

Solar panels harvest enough energy • 
in one year to power five homes
Low-flow sinks and toilets use  • 
40 percent less water
Roof reflects solar radiation, reducing • 
demand on air conditioning
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YoYo for froyo
Round Rock YoYo’s Frozen 
Yogurt opened a new location 
in January at 201 University Oaks 
Blvd., Ste. 560. The self-serve 
frozen yogurt shop offers nonfat 
and no-sugar-added yogurt 
flavors and more than 
40 toppings. Visit 
www.yoyosfrozenyogurt.com.

Art school
Central Austin
The Austin School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts 
will open a private school at 
1110 Guadalupe St. for sixth-to 
12th- graders in fall 2010. The 
school will offer a full academic 
curriculum with an emphasis on 
the arts. Call 773-3398 or visit 
www.theaustinschool.org. 

EMS investment
Georgetown Central Texas 
Regional EMS recently received 
a $1.4 million donation from 
the private investment group 
Whitecap Investments. The 
ambulance provider serves 
hospitals on the IH 35 corridor 
in Georgetown. The investment 
allowed the company to add 
additional ambulances and 
create new full-time jobs. 
Call 254-771-1513 or visit 
www.centraltexasems.com.

Austin hearts bicycles
Northwest Austin The City of 
Austin won the Bicycle Friendly 
Business Award from the League 
of American Bicyclists last fall. The 
city won for promoting healthy 
green workplaces that encourage 
employees to ride their bikes. 
Austin is the only city in Texas to 
receive the designation and is one 
of only three government entities 
in the country to win. Visit 
www.bikeleague.org.

Texas Crushed Stone
Round Rock For the past 51 
years, Texas Crushed Stone has 
operated a limestone quarry 
halfway between Round Rock 
and Georgetown. In 2007, the 
family-owned business was 
No. 2 on the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey’s list of top producing single 
quarries. The quarry spans about 
7,500 acres and is the state’s 
largest.

Edwin Brazelton Snead went 
into business for himself when 
he founded E.B. Snead Con-
struction Company in 1932. Ten 
years later, he opened his first 
quarry in Austin, just southwest 
of MoPac and FM 2222. In 1947, 
he incorporated Texas Crushed 
Stone and also opened his 
second quarry, at the corner of 
MoPac and Far West Boulevard 

in Austin.
In 1958, with the limestone 

almost depleted in the second 
quarry, Snead began looking 
for a new quarry site, which he 
found near Georgetown.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6538

Council takes steps toward 
making Austin a no-kill city
Northwest Austin After a 
heated discussion between Aus-
tin City Council and members of 
the Animal Advisory Commis-
sion, the council recently elected 
to implement a plan to “reduce 
animal intake and increase live 
animal outcomes” within the 
city’s animal shelter.

“Our community and every-
one in this room understands 
the imperative and agrees with 
the priority of becoming a no-
kill city,” said Councilwoman 
Laura   Morrison, who spon-
sored the resolution.

The commission told the coun-
cil they would work with the city 
manager and city staff to develop 
the final implementation plan.

The council passed the 

resolution with the provision 
that the plan and its fiscal imper-
atives be presented to the council 
on or before March 1, 2010. 

Council turns down music 
on boaters

 The Austin City Council 
approved an ordinance prohib-
iting the operation of sound 
amplifying equipment in a wa-
tercraft audible from a distance 
of 100 feet. 

Under the city’s current noise 
ordinance, it is a violation to 
“operate sound equipment in 
a vehicle audible or causing 
a vibration 30 feet from the 
equipment.” The ordinance was 
amended to allow police of-
ficers to enforce the law relating 
to noise coming from sound 
equipment on a watercraft.
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Neighborhood Dining Community Impact    

Southwest Austin Hyde Park 
Bar and Grill is that rare breed of 
restaurant that can take on many 
roles. Its unique charm and great 
character make it a perfect loca-
tion to bring out-of-town guests; 
the low lighting and rotating 
collections of original artwork 
create an ideal spot for a romantic 
evening or casual first date; and 
to top it off, the price is right. 
Most dishes are priced under $10.

The restaurant was founded 
in 1982 and has two locations in 
Austin—a south location on West 
Gate Boulevard and the original 
location on Duval Street in the 
historic Hyde Park neighborhood 
where the restaurant got its name.

The menu features mostly 
homestyle, classic dishes, but with 
special twists. I dropped in with 
a guest to get a taste and began 

Hyde Park Bar and Grill  4521 West Gate Blvd.
899-2700 • www.hydeparkbarandgrill.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6494

City Council Notes

Local History

Texas Crushed Stone
5300 S. IH 35, Round Rock

Westinghouse Rd.

2243

I-35

N

with an appetizer of sweet corn 
and cheese tamales ($5.95). The 
plate came with six mini tamales 
still in their traditional cornhusk 
shells, homemade salsa and a gar-
nish of lettuce, chopped tomatoes 
and peppers. 
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The Pit Barbeque  4707 Burnet Road
453-6464 • www.thepitbarbeque.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6605

Central Austin Across the street 
from a wine bar, salon and yoga 
studio on Burnet Road is a bar-
becue joint that looks like an old 
house and feels like home.

The welcoming vibe at The Pit 
Barbeque comes from an old-
school Austin atmosphere and 
a feeling of nostalgia. Walking 
through the front door is like 
stepping into a portal to a decade 
in the past—save for a modest-
size HDTV—The Pit looks and 
feels like a slice of ’60s-era Texas. 
Despite all of the changes Central 
Texas has seen the past 40 years, 
The Pit remains unchanged.

“That’s what people like about 
it,” owner Roma Duff said. “We’ll 
have people that haven’t been 
here for 15 or 20 years come back 
to visit and say, ‘Everything looks 

the same.’ And it does basically.”
Minor improvements have been 

made—a wheelchair ramp was in-
stalled and the ceiling was redone 
a few years back—but The Pit has 
changed little since it was first 
opened by Duff’s uncle in 1969. 

N

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6571
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Texas Oncology–Round Rock
2410 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 150

Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-341-8724

Texas Oncology–Cedar Park
1401 Medical Parkway B, Ste. 412

Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-260-6050

Texas Oncology–Seton Williamson
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 104

Round Rock, Texas 78665
512-687-2300

www.TexasOncology.com

SURVIVE 
CANCER

Nonprofit Profile 

Faith Zimmerman, also affectionately known as Mama Z, next to the portrait of Chris that was 
presented to her family as part of the American Fallen Soldiers Project. 
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CMZ (Christopher Michael Zimmerman) Memorial Foundation

By K. Jenney
Christopher Zimmerman was 

always watching out for others. 
In 2000, a year after graduat-
ing from McNeil High School, 
he accompanied a friend to 
the Marine Corps recruitment 
office just to—as Chris told his 
mother—“make sure they don’t 
take advantage of him.”

The CMZ Foundation/Z-Man 
Recon Challenge
8102 Ephraim Road, Austin
699-2116
www.christophermichaelzimmer
manmemorialfoundation.org
www.zmanchallenge.com

2010 Z-Man Recon Challenge
This year’s challenge takes place 
Saturday, April 10, at Walter E. Long 
Metropolitan Park in Austin. The 
competition is open to the public, and 
Faith Zimmerman hopes to expand 
the competition categories this year 
to include ROTC and Junior ROTC 
programs, as well as first responders. 

Cornerwood Dr.

So it was a surprise to Faith 
Zimmerman, a resident of the 
Brushy Creek neighborhood, 
when her 18-year-old son came 
home and told her that his friend 
was too young to enlist, but that 
Chris himself had joined the 
military. 

“It was something Chris obvi-
ously wanted to do, and I knew he 

understood the importance of it,” 
Faith said. 

His service took him to San 
Diego, to Afghanistan and, even-
tually, to combat in Iraq. 

But on Sept. 20, 2006, Chris 
was caught in an ambush while 
on foot patrol in Zaidon, Al 
Anbar province. During the fire-
fight, Chris went to aid another 
soldier and was killed. 

Soon after, donations to the 
Zimmerman family poured in.

“We didn’t want Chris to be 
forgotten, so our family talked 
about how we could use the 
donations to keep his memory 
alive,” Faith said.  

They created the Christopher 
Michael Zimmerman Memorial 
Foundation, a nonprofit that 
awards athletic grants and 
scholarships to Central Texas 
youth. 

“Chris loved sports. He was 
never the team’s standout star, 
but he was the kid who showed 
up at every practice. And if he 
wasn’t playing, he was cheering 
on his teammates,” Faith said. 
“We wanted to create an op-
portunity for other children to 
be able to know that feeling by 

enabling them to participate in 
team sports.”

The foundation also supports 
the Austin Marine Executive 
Association, which assists mili-
tary personnel in transitioning 
from active duty to civilian life.

The foundation’s main fund-
raising event is the Z-Man Recon 
Challenge, a grueling 9-mile, 
multisport competition. Individu-
als and teams of four compete in 
everything from a 5K run to an 
800-meter swim. 

The event is something that 
Chris would have been all about, 
given he graduated from the 
Marines’ RECON Indoctrina-
tion Program, a special division 
reserved for individuals with near 
flawless records and outstanding 
physical capabilities.

 The foundation partners 
with the Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps at the University 
of Texas to do the challenge. For-
merly known as the UT NROTC 
Ironman, the event was renamed 
in Chris’ memory in 2008.

“The event has grown every 
year,” Faith said. “That would 
make Chris so proud.” 

Participants in the Z-Man Recon Challenge
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By Kara Vaught
After the holiday parties and presents, 

the bills begin to arrive. Scattered among 
them are documents that have the poten-
tial to consume even more time and effort 
than holiday shopping: tax forms.

Mary J. Edwards, a certified public ac-
countant based in Cedar Park, said there 
are several documents that, depending on 
the individual, are needed for tax returns.

W-2 forms from employers•	
1099 forms for interest, dividends, •	
miscellaneous income and/or sale of 
securities
K-1 forms from partnerships, estates, •	
trusts and S corporations, which elect to 
pass corporate income, losses, deduc-
tions and credit to their shareholders for 
tax purposes
Social security information•	
Mortgage interest and property tax •	
figures
Documentation of charitable giving•	
Documentation of auto purchases and •	
sales tax
Health Savings Accounts information•	
Tuition figures•	
Settlement statements for property sold •	
or purchased
To make tax season smooth, Edwards 

suggests creating a file to store tax docu-
ments during the year.

The next hurdles to tax preparation are 
the several new tax rules.
Estimated tax payments

Individuals who own small businesses 
may be qualified to reduce their annual es-
timated tax payment to the lesser of either 
90 percent of the tax shown on their 2008 
return or to 90 percent of the tax shown 
on their 2009 return. Qualified individuals 
must have more than 50 percent of their 
gross income from a business with an 
average of 500 employees or less in 2008 
and an adjusted gross income of less than 
$500,000 or $250,000 if married and filing 
separately for 2009.
Motor vehicle tax deduction

State, local and excise taxes on the first 
$49,500 purchase price of qualified motor 
vehicles may be deductible if the purchaser 
has a modified adjusted gross income less 

than $135,000 or $260,000 if married and 
filing a joint return. Automobiles, light 
trucks, motor homes and motorcycles 
weighing less than 8,500 lbs. are qualified.
Penalty for failure to file increased

Not filing a tax return by more than 60 
days after its due date, including exten-
sions, will result in a minimum penalty 
of $135 or 100 percent of the unpaid tax, 
whichever is less.
Residential Energy Property Credit

The tax credit for homeowners who 
make energy-efficient changes to parts of 
their homes, such as windows and HVAC 
systems, increased to 30 percent of the cost 
of qualifying modifications. The maxi-
mum credit is also raised to $1,500.
Homebuyer credit

A federal housing act increased the 
first-time homebuyer credit to $8,000 for 
purchases made in 2009 and before May 
1, 2010, and closed on before July 1, 2010. 
Individuals are not required to pay back 
the credit unless they move within three 
years after the purchase.
Filing

Once prepared, individual tax returns or 
requests for extensions must be filed elec-
tronically or mailed by April 15. Business 
returns are due March 15. Individuals who 
are granted an extension must file by Oct. 
15 and businesses by Sept. 15.

An extension on filing a return does not 
enable a delay of payment. All or part of 
the estimated taxes must be paid by the 
due date to avoid penalties and interest.

Individuals earning an adjusted gross 
income of less than $57,000 may qualify to 
e-file their tax return at no charge through 
one of the authorized IRS e-file partners. 
People making more than $57,000 may 
also e-file, but are subject to fees imposed 
by providers. 
Refunds

If filing electronically, individuals can 
expect to receive their refund in one or 
two weeks, said Leander CPA Michael J. 
Bushkuhl. If mailing in a return, expect a 
return in three or four weeks.

“It also depends on when you file,” Bush-
kuhl said. “The earlier you file, the faster 
you get your refund.”

Cedar Park Public 
Library
550 Discovery Blvd.
259-5353

Leander Public Library
1011 S. Bagdad Road
259-5259

U.S. Post Office
500 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
260-7585

U.S. Post Office
801 S. US 183
Leander
259-1965

IRS Forms and 
Publications
www.irs.gov/formspubs/
index.html

Where to get tax forms

Tax informaTion

Where to get help
Taxpayer Advocate Service300 E. 8th St., Room 136Austin

499-5875
1-877-777-4778Free IRS problem assistance for individuals and businessesTaxpayer Assistance Center825 E. Rundberg LaneAustin

499-5127

For more information, meet with an IRS representative or visit www.irs.gov.

Building in Cedar Park’s Finest Neighborhoods

ScottFelderHomes.com Plans, prices and availability are subject 
to change without notice. 

12
3

1

3

4

2

4

Brodie L
n.

S. 1
st S

t.

Slaughter Ln.

1626

18
26

Kelly Ln.45

Austin

1431

1431

 Models open daily  I  Mon-Sat 10 to 6  I  Sun 12 to 6

1. Red Oaks
from the $270’s to the $400’s
510 Scarlet Maple Dr.  I  Cedar Park 78613
(512) 762-8348

2. The Ranch at Brushy Creek
from the $340’s to the $450’s
102 North Frontier Ln.  I  Cedar Park 78613
(512) 750-8500

3. The Ranch at Brushy Creek
from the $220’s to the $300’s
3932 Bowstring Bend  I  Cedar Park 78613
(512) 845-9214

4. Caballo Ranch
from the $230’s to the $350’s
3105 Caballo Ranch Rd.  I  Cedar Park 78613
(512) 567-3501

I n v i t i n g  S pa c e s

I n s p i r e d  D e s i g n sS t r i k i n g  D e ta i l

2051 Gattis School Road Suite 150, Round Rock

512-310 WING (9464)
www.buffalowingsandrings.com online ordering

I-35
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Dine-in only. 
Some restrictions may apply.Located in Round 

Rock in the Randalls 
Shopping Center at 

AW Grimes and Gattis 
School Road

Sunday - Thursday 11-11 
Friday and Saturday 11-12

$5 minimum purchase per stamp. Free Express Lunch. Not valid with other offers.

QUICKBOOKS
POINT OF SALE

ENTERPRISE SUITE

Sales • Implementation • Training
Pro Advisor Since 2005

DON’T GAMBLE WITH YOUR INTUIT PRODUCTS

Letting you focus on your business

512.284.6992 • info@assebilities.com
www.assebilities.com Since 

2005

Inside Information    Preparing for tax season
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Dr. Mani Subramanian, 
M.D., F.A.C.P.

Board Certifi ed in Hematology/
Oncology and Internal MedicineCedar Park Oncology  •  921 W. New Hope Drive Ste 702

Now accepting patients at our 
new Cedar Park o�  ce Oncology

The U.S. Surgeon General has said, “Smoking cessation (stopping 
smoking) represents the single most important step that smokers 
can take to enhance the length and quality of their lives.” 

Make your New Year’s Resolution to quit smoking. 

Cancer Care Close to Home

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the 
Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.   
                     Within 1/2 mile of Henry Middle School and           
                               Vista Ridge High School.

Complimentary initial exam including• 
digital x-rays and photos
Extended before and after school hours• 
Most insurances fi led with multiple • 
interest-free fi nancing options
All treatment options and procedures• 
fully explained by Dr. Barnett
Innovation-C clear braces and •  
available

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the 
Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.   
              

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS

12171 W. Parmer Ln. Cedar Park, TX 78613 
www.averyortho.com  

512-260-0084

places to help you stay in shape

                 GYMS

Anytime Fitness of Leander
2800 S. Bagdad Road, Leander
260-9797
www.anytimefitness.com

Anytime Fitness
2301 S. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park
335-1200
www.anytimefitness.com

Cedar Park Recreation Center
1435 Main St., Cedar Park
401-5516 • www.cedarparktx.us

EYS Training Studio
351 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 140
Cedar Park
535-8108
www.eystrainingstudio.com

Fitness 19
2051 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. A
Cedar Park 
373-8321 • www.fitness19.com

Fitness 19
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., Ste. A-100
Cedar Park
388-1911 • www.fitness19.com

Gold’s Gym
13945 N. US 183, Ste. C-3, Austin
219-9338 • www.goldsgym.com

Gold’s Gym
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. AB
Cedar Park
259-4653 • www.goldsgym.com

Ladies Workout Express 
of Cedar Park
1050 N. Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 103
Cedar Park
249-6556 
www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

Ladies Workout Express of 
Leander
202 W. South St., Leander
259-8606
www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

Twin Lakes Family YMCA
204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park
250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

                    DANCE STUDIOS
 
Cedar Park Dance Company
300 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park
257-9722
www.cedarparkdance.com

Center Stage
2403 S. US 183, Leander
259-0445
www.centerstageleander.com

Dance eMotions
1540 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 108
Cedar Park

401-0043
www.emotionsdance.com

MA Dance Project
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
259-6444
www.madanceproject.com

Star Dancer Studio
312 Old US 183, Cedar Park
218-4904 • www.rrstardancers.com

Willow Tree Dance Center
200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. F-1, Cedar Park
996-0041
www.willowtreedance.com

               GYMNASTICS 
 
Acrotex Gymnastics
2004 Sunchase Blvd., Cedar Park
219-6459 • www.acrotex.com

Capital Gymnastics Avery Ranch
504 Denali Pass, Cedar Park
259-9995 • www.capgym.com

High Tech Gymnastics
901 Oakwood Drive, Leander
259-4913
www.hightechgymnastics.com

Primetime Cheer
11701 Old 2243, Leander
619-0442
www.ptcheer.com

Zero Gravity 
Gymnastics and Cheer
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 500
Cedar Park
986-5815
www.zerogravitygymnastics
andcheer.com

                 INDOOR       
                 SWIMMING 

Nitro Swimming
1310 Toro Grande Blvd., Cedar Park
259-7999 • www.nitroswim.com

                  MARTIAL ARTS 
 
Austin Self Defense
251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 108-A
Cedar Park
918-9999
www.austinselfdefense.com

Culin Karate Center
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Ste. 126
Cedar Park
680-3300 • www.joinkarate.com

Dr. Kwon’s Martial Arts
2100 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 500
Cedar Park
257-8737 • www.drkwonma.com

HK Taekwondo
1075 N. Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 104
Cedar Park
260-0060 • www.hk-tkd.com

Leander Taekwondo Plus
2403 S. Hwy 183, Ste. 104, Leander
809-7689 • www.texasma.com

North Austin Tae Kwon Do
2004 Sunchase Blvd., Cedar Park 
(inside Acrotex Gymnastics building)
350-4242 • www.natkd.com

Peak Performance 
Training Center
500 Brushy Creek Road, Ste. 504 
Cedar Park
918-8921
www.peakperformancemartialarts
.com
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2800 S. Bagdad Rd.
Leander, TX 78641
512.260-9797

2301 S. Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.335.1200

24 hours a day
7 days a week

365 days a year

• 24-hour access                • Machine weights
• Free weights                    • Personal TV screens
• Personal training            • Showers
• Access to 1000 +            • Private / low key
   clubs nationwide              atmosphere                                     

Some restrictions apply. See store for details.

Limited time o� er.

places to help you stay in shape

Tang Soo Do Academy
351 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 150
Cedar Park
335-1890 • www.tsdacademy.com

TaeKwonDo Training Center 
of Leander
1906 S. Bagdad Road., Ste. B
Leander
259-0609 • www.leandertkd.com

XFC Training Center
1300 W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. C
Cedar Park
498-9001 • www.xfctc.com

The World of Martial Arts
1815 Hwy. 183, Ste. 203
Leander
259-6642 • http://worldofma.org

                      RECREATION     
                 CENTERS 
Austin Sports Center
1420 Toro Grande Blvd., Cedar Park
260-0333
www.austinsportscenter.com

Dr. John’s Sports Center
1800 Clover Lane, Cedar Park
259-7545
www.drjohnssportscenter.com

On Deck Circle
1200 Toro Grande Blvd., Ste. 200     
Cedar Park
986-5726
www.cedarparkbattingcages.com

Soccer Zone
1220 Toro Grande Blvd., Cedar Park
259-1704
www.soccerzoneaustin.com

                  GOLF & TENNIS 

Avery Ranch Golf Club
10500 Avery Club Drive, Austin             
248-2442
www.averyranchgolf.com

Cedar Park Driving Range
1700 Hur Industrial Blvd.
Cedar Park
267-6905
www.cedarparkdrivingrange.com

Crystal Falls Golf Club
3400 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
259-5855
www.crystalfallsgolf.com

Twin Creeks Country Club
3201 Twin Creeks Club Drive
Cedar Park
331-5900
www.twincreeksclub.com

Pilates by Vanessa
2516 Peterson Drive
Cedar Park
337-7310
www.pilatesbyvanessa.com

Row Paddle Brushy Creek  
3300 Brushy Creek Road
Cedar Park
809-8916
www.rowpaddlebrushycreek.com

Shape, Rattle & Stroll at 
Anderson Mill West Park   
1900 Dagama Drive
Cedar Park
818-5995
www.shaperattleandstroll.com

Superior Healing
930 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 201
Cedar Park
336-7838
www.superiorhealingusa.com

TP Total Performance 
Personal Training 
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 409
Cedar Park
986-6211
www.tptotalperformance.com

Williamson County Tennis Center
210 Borho
Leander
246-1807 • www.wilco.org

                  VITAMINS & 
                  WEIGHT LOSS  
                  SUPPLEMENTS 

GNC
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, Ste. L4
Cedar Park
918-2508 • www.gnc.com

GNC
850 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 306
Cedar Park
257-0462 • www.gnc.com

Medifast Weight Control Center
1890 Ranch Shopping Center
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. H, 
Ste. H-345, Cedar Park
986-4043
 www.medifastcenters.com

LH Chillers Smoothies & 
Nutrition 
719 S. US 183, Leander
548-6397 • www.lhchillers.com

Nutrishop
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-320
Cedar Park
986-8920
www.nutrishopaustin.com

                   FITNESS   
                   PROGRAMS

Austin Boot Camp 512
• Cypress Elementary
2900 El Salido Parkway
• Brushy Creek Lake Park
3300 Brushy Creek Road
Cedar Park
589-2846
www.bootcamp512.com

Cedar Park Jazzercise
435 Main St. 
(at Cedar Park Rec center)
Cedar Park
917-8853 • www.jazzercise.com

Chirofit Wellness Center
901 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 200
Cedar Park    
531-9100
www.chirofitwellnesscenter.com

Coach Castle Basketball
818-523-4288
www.coachcastlebball.com

Emerge Multisport at Austin 
Sports Center
1420 Toro Grande Blvd., Cedar Park
687-3442
www.emergemultisport.com

Coach Castle BasketballCedar Park Recreation CenterHigh Tech GymnasticsAnytime Fitness
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Eric Strelnieks, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center ERSTDAVIDS.COM

512-341-6428 

Know what to do in

an emergency? We do. 
  Our commitment, 24 / 7:
•  Quality, compassionate care.

•  Board certified emergency physicians

  and a highly trained ER nursing staff.

•  Specialists on call.

•  Advanced technologies for rapid

  diagnosis and treatment.

•  Accredited Chest Pain Center.

“In our ER, we know that seconds count for 
both the patient and their waiting families.”

Official Healthcare
Provider for:

In An Emergency,
Always Dial 911

Community Profiles Cpl. Luana Wilcox

Cpl. Luana Wilcox did not take the 
traditional path to get to her job as the 
director of support services for the Lean-
der Police Department, but she believes it 
was the best path for her. Since joining the 
Leander Police Department in 2003, Wil-
cox has led Leander’s National Night Out, 
helped the police department earn national 
accreditation status and, on a smaller scale, 
she is the person on the other end of the 
line when people call the department with 
questions. 
At 32, you switched careers to pursue 
forensics. Why?

I worked for two different semiconduc-
tor companies and it just wasn’t satisfy-
ing. I’d look at a problem and I’d want 
to find a way to improve the process, to 
make somebody’s job more straight for-
ward or easier to understand with fewer 
mistakes. That doesn’t meet well with the 
goal of a company because they’re just 
trying to stay ahead of their competitor.
Why police work?

Forensics was the only other thing that 
I ever just loved, but I didn’t have a biol-
ogy and a chemistry degree. What goes 
on in forensics, in terms of the chemistry 
and the science, it’s like a puzzle. And, for 
me, things that are like a puzzle greatly 
interest me. But I talked to a forensics 
manager at a big agency and he said that 
with my educational background I’d get 

an interview, but I would not get the job 
because I didn’t have any experience. So, 
I decided to look into Austin Community 
College. I took a law class and a criminal 
investigation class at ACC and decided 
that I was going to go be a police officer. 
How did friends and family react? 

Some members of my family were very 
worried about the safety part. The way I 
explained it was certainly working on the 
streets as an officer you’re going to face 
a risk every day, but I was so unhappy in 
what I did before that I was physically 
making myself sick. 
But what about stress with police 
work? 

It doesn’t mean there aren’t stresses in 
this job, of course there are. You’re going 
to see things that you’re never going to 
forget. So, it does change you. But it was 
almost right after I got here that I was 
asked to do National Night Out and that’s 
just something that was such a tremen-
dous opportunity. That’s what makes the 
bad stuff worth it. 
What’s your least favorite thing about 
this job? 

My least favorite thing is directing traf-
fic. We’re usually directing traffic at an ac-
cident and I’d rather be investigating the 
accident. I like working them, not from 
anybody getting hurt, but from the puzzle 
aspect. And the more information we can 

give families on what happened, the more 
[it helps them].
What’s your favorite thing about your 
job? 

It’s the ability to help people get those 
new tools to go on, whether that’s some-
body who’s a victim of a crime and to help 
them get out of that situation or to put 
their lives back together. 
Any traffic stops you particularly 
remember?

There was one stop that I got a bad 
feeling from the driver and I actually 
asked for backup. When we looked [at his 
record] he had been in and out of prison 
his whole life.  
The department was recently awarded 
a prestigious accreditation. Can you 
speak a little on what this is? 

Accreditation is basically like the ac-
creditation for any of our schools. It’s a set 
of professional standards that deal with a 
particular topic and you have to address 
them. You’re using the best practices not 
just in our country, but there are other 
agencies from Mexico and other countries 
that are actually accredited as well. 

What’s exciting about our department 
is that, a lot of times, I found our people 
were already doing these professional 
standards. That really shows the profes-
sional department we have. 

Interview by Melissa Mixon

Cpl. Luana Wilcox
Director of Support Services 
Education: Bachelors and Masters of 
Engineering from the University of Illinois
Contact: 528-2800

How will this help the city?
Well, it’s just like if you’re running a 

company. You can try to skimp out on 
something that you know you’re going to 
need later and end up paying three times 
as much or more on it because you didn’t 
plan ahead well. The standard is like that. 
It’s saying that, ‘You plan ahead so that 
you know what you need.’ 
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sunlight and the greenhouse gas 
carbon dioxide, which is con-
sidered a large factor in climate 
change. Once inside the converter, 
a genetically engineered organ-
ism, created by Joule, absorbs the 
light and gas and secretes ethanol 
fuel and other petroleum-derived 
chemicals that can be used in 
place of gasoline. 

Joule CEO Bill Sims would 
not say what kind of organism 
is used, due to the competitive 
nature of the industry, but he said 
it is one that naturally uses sun-
light to convert CO2 into organic 
compounds.

Sims said the company pro-
duces 6,000 gallons of ethanol 
per acre, per year, which puts the 
company at 25 percent of their 
full-scale goal.

In Leander, Joule engineers 
hope to test the technology and 
increase production.

“Leander was selected mainly 
for its high solar insolation and 
logistically convenient location,” 
Sims said.

The company plans to open 
facilities on roughly 5 acres 
of land near Leander’s sewage 

treatment plant off of FM 2243, 
said Kirk Clennan, Leander’s 
director of economic develop-
ment. The facilities will open the 
first of this year and could employ 
up to 10 people, Clennan said. 

Johnson met with Joule rep-
resentatives in late December to 
begin negotiations on a one-year 
lease agreement that is extend-
able by Joule for up to five addi-
tional one-year terms.

Following the first year, or once 
the lease is up, Sims said the com-
pany could have plants based in 
multiple locations. In addition to 
Leander, these areas would ide-
ally have high solar insolation, 
such as in the southwestern U.S. 

Under the terms, the company 
will only have to pay the city $1 
per year to lease the land—some-
thing, Johnson said, that is telling 
of how the city is willing to work 
with and promote companies in 
the emerging technologies field.

Clennan said the company will 
still have to pay property taxes, 
and that the city was willing to 
charge Joule so little on the land 
because the likelihood of leas-
ing it to anyone else is “highly 
remote,” given its proximity to 
the city’s wastewater treatment 
plant.

For Joule, however, the location 

is ideal because it offers access to 
untreated water and CO2, Clen-
nan said.

“This just was a good fit and we 
felt like it is an incredibly inter-
esting alternative energy technol-
ogy,” he said. 
What it means for Leander

Leander’s city council has 
made attracting companies in 
the emerging technologies field 
a part of its policy over the past 
two years.

The initiative started as talk 
during council retreats and meet-
ings, but Johnson and his staff 
have since been directed by the 
council to encourage companies 
in that field to come to Leander.

Leander Mayor John Cowman 
said the city moved quickly in 
securing Joule’s temporary move 
to the city because it is a step 
toward bringing more emerging 
technology to the city.

The council’s enthusiasm was 
apparent in council meetings, 
when members were quick to 
approve the project and celebrated 
it in their closing comments.  

“It may be the beginning of 
something big, but it’s in its 
infancy,” Cowman said. 

Because Joule has not disclosed 
what the organism is, Leander 
officials had several questions as 
to how they react in nature and 
what would happen if they were 
accidentally released from their 
designated area.

Kirk Clennan, Leander’s director of 
economic development, said the 
organisms can only live in a small 
temperature range that, if changed, 
they cannot survive.

Joule CEO Bill Sims said his company 
is working to ensure that activities 
at the Leander pilot facility comply 
with federal, state and local 
workplace and environmental health 
and safety requirements.

Safety of the organisms

5,000
5,0005,000

5,000 5,000
5,000

Ethanol and diesel production capabilities

Joule officials hope 
to produce this much 
ethanol and diesel on 
1 acre each year. The 
temporary Leander 
facility, which opens 
in early 2010, will be 
pilot-scale and allow 
the company to test 
for commercial use. 25,000

gallons of ethanol
15,000

gallons of diesel

Ethanol is a grain alcohol that is 
clean burning and, when mixed with 
unleaded gasoline, is commonly 
used as fuel for vehicles. 

Ethanol is produced from crops, 
such as corn, and because it can be 
produced domestically and with 
renewable sources, it helps reduce 
dependency on foreign energy. 

According to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, ethanol blends 
could reduce the country’s carbon 
monoxide emissions in vehicles by 
roughly 10 to 30 percent, depending 
on the technology. 

Currently, about 70 percent of U.S. 
gasoline contains some ethanol.

Ethanol: What is it?

We are a full service childcare • 
center with a small, friendly, and 
personal feel. 
Spanish Immersion - Foreign • 
Language Immersion is quickly 
becoming the popular choice of 
families who are looking to give 
their children a valuable skill in 
today’s world. 
Low Teacher to Child Ratios - with • 
well qualifi ed, friendly and dedi-
cated staff. 
A full learning curriculum based • 
in a wide variety of organized play 
activities. The children will be hav-
ing so much fun they won’t even 
realize they are learning!
Reasonable tuition rates and a • 
variety of enrollment options. 
Contact us now to save hundreds • 
with our Pre-opening Enrollment 
Discounts! Space is limited. 

Ages 1-5

h 

y 
v-

s 

901 Royal Ln. Cedar Park, Tx. 78613 
info@excelenciapreschool.com

  512-219-8081
www.excelenciapreschool.com

1/2 OFF
Pre-opening enrollment discount

your fi rst month’s tuition 
when you register

Grand 
Opening 

January 23rd!

Where learning Spanish is only part of the fun!

see more beauty

512.927.2020
w w w . h i l l c o u n t r y e y e c e n t e r . c o m

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE INCLUDING: 
MEDICARE • BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD
UNITED HEALTHCARE • SCOTT & WHITE 
AETNA • HUMANA • CIGNA • TRICARE

BOARD-CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

SPECIALIZING IN:

Cataracts »  
Dry eyes »
Glaucoma »
Blade-Free Custom  »

     LASIK and PRK
Routine eye exams »
Contact lens exams »

Vincent Restivo, M.D.
Peter Wollan, M.D. 

Amy Robertson, M.D.
Gina Cottle, M.D. 

12171 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 
201, Cedar Park, TX 78613

Near FM 1431 & Parmer Lane

Sources: Joule Biotechnologies 
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HIBACHI GRILL, SUSHI BAR, MARTINI BAR

MON.-THUR. 11:am-2:30pm, 4pm-10pm
FRI. 11:am-2:30pm, 4pm-11pm

SAT. 12noon-11pm
SUN. 12noon - 10pm

NAGOYA STEAK AND SUSHI
11630 FM 620 N | AUSTIN 78750

512-258-9888 | www.eatnagoya.com

HAPPY HOUR 
S P E C I A L

D A I LY  4 - 6 P M
$4.00 martinis

$2.00 Beers
$1.5 Sushi
$3.5 Rolls

$3.5 Hot Appetizers

El Salido Pkwy.  Anderson Mill Rd.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

620

By Melissa Mixon
A new and stricter ozone 

standard could put Central 
Texas, including the Cedar Park 
and Leander area, in danger of 
violating clean air rules set by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

The new standard was 
announced Jan. 7 and brings the 
current ozone standard of 75 
parts per billion down to between 
60 and 70 parts per billion. 

The current number is for the 
EPA-designated Austin-Round 
Rock metropolitan area, which 
includes the counties of Bastrop, 
Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Wil-
liamson.

While a range has been set, a 
final figure will not be announced 
until August, after a period of 
public comment and review.

It is still unclear when the 
standard would go into effect; 
however, the implementation 
date is important because it 
determines how much time the 
Central Texas area has to reduce 
its ozone emissions. 

Not complying with the 
standard can lead to an 
EPA-designated status of 

News Report EPA announces stricter ozone standards
nonattainment, which is already 
held by cities like Houston and 
Dallas. Non-attainment areas 
face state and federal regulations 
designed to curb ozone levels 
and get the region back within 
compliance. The restrictions, 
which can delay road projects 
and business development, can 
remain in place for 20 years after 
the region returns to compliance.

Officials in Cedar Park and 
Leander said the new standard 
could have serious consequences. 

“What this really means for 
the citizens is that to get a road 
built, it’s going to take longer, 
and if you want businesses to 
come in, it’s going to cost more 
and it’s going to put restrictions 
on maybe the kind of businesses 
that can come in,” Cedar Park 
Councilman Tony Dale said. 

Dale said the city will have to 
find ways to make sure it is doing 
everything it can to reduce emis-
sions, while also balancing that 
with the cost of services that the 
city provides residents. 

In March 2009, the Cedar 
Park City Council passed a 
resolution in support of emis-
sions reduction measures to 

assist with Williamson County’s 
clean air efforts. 

The resolution gave several 
recommendations such as fueling 
vehicles after 3 p.m., notifying 
and educating citizens about 
Ozone Action Days and encour-
aging “clean air habits,” such as 
combining errands when driving 
and tree planting, said Melanie 
Carr, a spokeswoman for the city. 

Carr said the city also started 
an educational campaign, which 
included a public service an-
nouncement, the production of 
“Go Green” guides that are dis-
tributed at city hall and posting 
alerts for Ozone Action days on 
the city’s TV channel and website.

Leander Mayor John Cowman 
said it is too soon to tell how the 
new standard will affect Leander, 
but, regardless, he said the city 
has already worked to promote 
“green” living. 

“Our city is basically being 
designed with one-car-families 
in mind, with public transporta-
tion being a major component of 
that,” Cowman said. 

Cowman and Leander City 
Manager Biff Johnson said the 
city’s planned 2,300-acre transit 

oriented development, or TOD, 
is a prime example of the city’s 
efforts. The TOD encourages 
dense, walkable and pedestrian-
friendly areas that center on the 
Capital Metro commuter rail line.

In recent months, several 
Central Texas cities, businesses 
and individuals participated in 
a voluntary regional initiative to 
improve air quality known as the 
Big Push. 

As part of it, Williamson 
County is converting 24 of its 500 
vehicles to propane over the next 

two years. Of the fleet, 14 vehicles 
are hybrids. 

While some cities may meet 
the new standard with alarm, 
because of the prospect of nonat-
tainment, environmentalists and 
some lawmakers say the standard 
is an opportunity to improve 
air quality, help Texans become 
healthier and halt development of 
coal plants, the largest source of 
ozone in the state. 

“We are not where we need 
to be in terms of safe, clean air,” 
state Rep. Eddie Rodriguez said. 

Central Texas ozone levels
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Consulting and Coaching for 
businesses & individuals seeking success!

Get in shape with us! 512-986-7629
www.talentstrategy.us • info@talentstrategy.us

Businesses

• Org. Development
• Recruitment
• Training
• Performance Mgmt
• HR Compliance

Individuals

• Job Search Strategies
• Resume/Cover Letter
• Interview Preparation
• Assessments
• Career Consulting

Save 10%  on services when 
booked before Feb. 19.

Education Focus Superintendent says LISD is strong

By Melissa Mixon 
LISD Superintendent Bret 

Champion outlined the district’s 
goals for the next several years, 
including to improve the achieve-
ment gap for economically 
disadvantaged students and raise 
science and math skills, during 
his annual State of the District 
address in late November. 

Champion said that, overall, 
the district is “strong, it’s aligning 
and it’s continually improving.” 

Signs of progress in the past 
year include the district’s new 
rating as a “recognized district,” 
the second-highest ranking that 
a district can obtain from the 
Texas Education Agency. The 
ratings are based on scores from 
the Texas Assessment of Knowl-
edge and Skills, or TAKS test, 
and are used as an accountability 
measure by the state. This year 
was the first time since TAKS was 
initiated in 2003 that the district 
has received such a high ranking, 
and 16 of its campuses were rated 
“exemplary” (the highest pos-
sible rating) in 2009, up from six 
campuses in 2008. 

All three high schools in the 
district were also featured in 
Newsweek magazine’s annual 
review of the top high schools 
in the nation and the district, 
moving in both an eco-friendly 
and economical trend, was rec-
ognized recently for having the 
lowest energy consumption out of 
31 other participating schools. 

Thanks to energy saving plans 
that were first implemented in 
2001, including the addition of 
11 propane buses, the district 
has saved more than $10 million, 
Champion said.  

Another achievement, Cham-
pion said, is that college-going 
seniors were offered more than 
$27 million in scholarships last 

year, and the number of students 
who went to college jumped to 70 
percent in the same year over 67 
percent the previous year. 

Despite the achievements, 
Champion said the 200-square- 
mile district, which covers 
Cedar Park, Leander and parts of 
Austin, faces some challenges in 
coming years, including growth.  

According to reports presented 
during the address, the district is 
expected to double in size from 
its current student population of 
30,324 to 58,454 in 2020, mak-
ing it the second-fastest growing 
district with more than 20,000 
students in the state. 

Champion said LISD officials 
have visited districts that have 
experienced similar growth, 
including Frisco ISD near Dal-
las, to see what does and does 
not work.

He said he wants all students 
in the district to be reading and 
learning on the same level, so that 
when they leave they have equal 
chances at success. 

“What we want is students 
exiting the system with the same 
passion for and joy in learning 
that they had when they joined 
our system—having achieved 
big academics and built strong 
character without economics 
determining success,” he said. 
“We want to recognize the whole 
student, ensuring that all of our 
interactions are provided by 
an unwavering commitment to 
do right and good by all, and I 
mean all.”

To do so, Champion said the 
district’s priority goals are to: 
close the achievement gap for 
economically disadvantaged 
students in math and science, in-
crease the percentage of students 
achieving “commended” status 
on all portions of the TAKS test, 

increase the number of students 
who are college and career ready 
and reduce the achievement 
gap between special education 
students and English language 
learners with their peers. 

The gap for economically disad-
vantaged students and their peers 
is 13 percent. Champion said 
the district wants to shrink that 
number to 5 percent or less in five 
years and 0 percent in 10 years. 

Champion said he wants 
to do the same with math, in 
which there is a 10 percent 
achievement gap between 
economically disadvantaged 
students and their peers.

Several steps have already been 
taken to improve the outcomes in 
each of the areas, Champion said, 
including the recent creation of a 
“Closing the Gap” task force. Stu-
dents are also using science kits, 
which offer hands-on, inquiry-
based learning, to help improve 
the gap in science scores and 
knowledge, Champion said. 

To encourage students to go 
to college, the district pushes 
Advanced Placement classes, 
which are available at all LISD 
high school campuses. A task 
force on drop-out prevention is 
in place, and the district now has 
a way to track whether students 
are reading at grade-level, which 
Champion said will help teachers 
identify at-risk students in time to 
intervene.  

“There’s a lot of hard work 
ahead. It’s a far-off destination 
and it’s a thing to be done by 
strength, skill and valor. We have 
the opportunity to unroll the 
unknown back before us and we 
can only do so with your help,” 
Champion said. “We need your 
help to ensure this day all of our 
students at LISD have an equal 
life chance.” 

Leander ISD 
Superintendent 
Bret Champion 
said the district, 
as a whole, is 
doing well, but 
it faces several 
challenges, 
including 
rapid growth 

and closing the achievement gap 
between students. Champion wants 
to improve test scores in reading, 
science and math as well as have all 
students in the district reading at 
grade-level. He outlined his goals 
for 2010 in a State of the District 
address in late 2009.

Round Rock ISD

Pflugerville ISD

Georgetown ISD

Mansfield ISD

Austin ISD

Eanes ISD
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STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

Economically Disadvantaged 22.54%
Daily Attendance 95.54%

Native American 0.57%
African American5.23%
Asian/Pacific Islander5.51%

Hispanic20.80%

White67.88%
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Specializing in Family Practice

Megan Passe N. P.  |  Dr. Elizabeth Burnell  |  Dr. Ron Mansolo  |  Glenda Velji N. P.

902 Crystal Falls Pkwy, Leander     512.259.2222

Leander
Primary Care

School & Sports Physicals Available

Accepting New Patients

Same Day Appointments

www.leanderprimarycare.com

183

Cry
sta

l Falls Pkwy
S. Bagdad Rd.

Sources: Leander ISD

Beginning teachers

More than 20 years experience
6-10 years experience

11-20 years experience

TOTAL TEACHERS:                    2,343
1-5 years experience

6.1%
13.5%

23.0%

34.2%

23.2%
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2 405 N. Blue Ridge Parkway
4 Br/3.5 Ba | 2,318 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve Bluestone, Keller Williams Realty

Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a Glance

Park Place  Cedar Park - 78613

Featured homes

Residents can enjoy easy access between US 
183 and Vista Ridge Boulevard. Several parks, 
including Buttercup Creek Natural Area, are 
nearby. Schools in the neighborhood recently 
earned exemplary status.

Schools
• Cox Elementary School
• Henry Middle School
• Vista Ridge High School 

1 303 N. Mt. Rushmore Drive
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,808 sq. ft.
Agent: Ryan Matthews, Goldwasser Real Estate

4 103 N. Kings Canyon Drive
3 Br/2.5 Ba | 1,948 sq. ft.
Agent: Derek Mills, TruStar Real Estate LLC

3 212 E. Park St. 
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,318 sq. ft.
Agent: Barbara Pipkin, National Agent Network

$115,000
750-2547

$129,000
259-5487

County Glen Leander - 78641

Featured homes

Residents have quick and convenient access 
to major shopping centers, close proximity to 
the Leander Public Library and Crystal Falls 
Golf Course is moments away.

Schools
• Pleasant Hill Elementary School
• Wiley Middle School
• Rouse High School

6 603 Wicklow Drive
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,923 sq. ft.
Agent: Suman Khisty, Keller Williams Realty

$139,900
577-1224

5 805 Newcastle Lane
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,889 sq. ft.
Agent: Enrique Lopez, Avalar Texaswide Real Estate

$155,000
775-0762

8 1810 Killarney Drive
3 Br/ 2 Ba | 1,343 sq. ft.
Agent: Lee Autrey, Neighborhood Realty and Property Management

7 1808 Ireland Drive
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,324 sq. ft.
Agent: Colleen Sellars, RE/MAX Capital City II

$128,900
646-1375

$128,000
784-7828

$189,900
420-0300

$175,000 
225-8622
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Luxury Community in Round Rock
From the high $200s

Walsh Ranch

© 2010 Taylor Morrison reserves the right to change the terms of the offer at any time. Buyer must present coupon 
upon initial visit. In order to qualify for any of the packages, home must be fi nanced with Taylor Morrison Home Funding 
(License #MBBR-0113294). For all packages, purchase agreements must be written between January 4 - May 31, 2010. 
Offers valid for a limited time and may vary by community, price and home site. Prices, plans, programs and availability 
subject to change without notice. ‘Gourmet Kitchen’ and ‘Outdoor Living’ packages are available only on new build 
homes not currently under construction. Prizes shown may differ from prizes awarded. See sales associate for details. 
© 2010 TM Homes of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

3901 Walsh Ranch Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78681

Call us at 512-733-7600

The exquisite master-planned 

community of Walsh Ranch is 

a perfect blend of convenience 

and tranquility. Perfectly located 

with easy access to major 

highways, world class shopping 

and entertainment, yet tucked 

away in a scenic enclave of 

elegant homesites. Residents will enjoy a large recreation area 

featuring an oversized pool, kids splash pool, playscape and 

ample walking trails. 

620

TOLL

TOLL

3406

183A

Choose One of Three Dream Packages!

1 2 3
OUTDOOR LIVING

Package
GOURMET KITCHEN

Package
MOVE-IN READY

Package

Don’t forget to enter today
 for your chance to win the

Taylor Morrison Dream Home.

BringTheDreamHome.com

B R I N G  I N  T H I S  A D  A N D
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2803 Krupa Court, Cedar Park $432,040

2617 Corabella Place, Cedar Park $299,500

1608 Hill Country Drive, Cedar Park $199,999

Residential Real Estate Property Listings
Cedar Park, Leander, Austin

78613  Cedar Park
78641  Leander
78717  Austin

ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West    2011 Old Mill Road 4br/2ba 2,151 $189,900 Kelvin Glover Keller Williams Realty  637-8464

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West    2708 Cashell Wood Cove 4br/3ba 2,572 $249,000 Ryan Rogers Coldwell Banker United REALTOR  413-9456

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista    2617 Corabella Place 3br/2ba 2,569 $299,500 Gail Huebel Keller Williams Realty  848-3477

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista    3109 Fiorellino Place 4br/2ba 2,614 $279,900 Carol Cedato-Olivarez Keller Williams Realty  844-6444

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista    3209 Argento Place 4br/3ba 3,611 $349,900 Coco Vargas Keller Williams Realty  801-9788

78613 Cedar Park Breakaway Park    408 Talkeetna Lane 4br/5ba 5,022 $995,000 Keith Melton Property Consultants of Austin  845-5515

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek         1315 Spotted Fawn Cove 3br/2ba 2,696 $219,777 Patrick McGinley Keller Williams Realty  784-2142

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek      1603 Juniper Ridge Loop 4br/2ba 2,157 $219,900 Richard Walker Keller Williams Realty  345-7837

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek       707 Nelson Ranch Road 4br/2ba 2,559 $289,990 Greg Ward Keller Williams Realty  484-6222

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek       606 Kai Drive 3br/2ba 2,184 $259,900 Shantel Verden Coldwell Banker United REALTOR  762-2025

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek      401 Victoria Drive 3br/2ba 3,711 $350,000 Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams Realty  439-3696

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek Village   701 Sapling Cove 3br/2ba 1,431 $145,000 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1375

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek Village   417 Cluck Creek Trail 3br/2ba 2,104 $179,500 Robert Mohr Keller Williams Realty  496-9601

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek Village    1104 Stepp Cove 4br/2ba 2,415 $250,000 Natasha Leahy Keller Williams Realty  786-1799

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek Westside 1622 Juniper Ridge Loop 4br/2ba 2,814 $235,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II  426-1881

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills      2002 Carriage Hills Cove 2br/2ba 1,153 $124,900 Bonnie Light Sellstate Hill Country  788-3977

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills      1717 Lloydminister Way 4br/2ba 2,460 $164,900 Bryan Watson Keller Williams Realty  424-9523

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter    1608 Hill Country Drive 3br/2ba 1,865 $199,999 Margaret Denena Prudential Texas Realty  407-2422

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter    1702 Main St. 3br/2ba 2,386 $189,900 Lisa Myers J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS  576-0370

78613 Cedar Park Coventry Crossing      2512 Glen Field Drive 3br/2ba 1,510 $138,000 David Durham Keller Williams Realty  695-7910

78613 Cedar Park Coventry Crossing      2411 Glen Field Drive 3br/2ba 1,951 $128,000 Vici MacIntosh Goldwasser Real Estate  918-1045

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills     1009 Audra St. 3br/2ba 1,469 $150,000 Milagros Turner Keller Williams Realty  635-6296

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills    1301 Manley Way 3br/3ba 1,419 $100,000 Steve Bluestone Keller Williams Realty  225-8622

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon   1102 Canyon Springs 4br/3ba 2,862 $373,792 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City  401-9306

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon  1101 Canyon Springs Drive 5br/4ba 4,423 $475,985 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City  401-9306

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon  2803 Krupa Court 5br/4ba 3,539 $432,040 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City  401-9306

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,532 $146,490 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,594 $149,190 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,594 $156,490 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,939 $158,990 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,939 $164,490 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks      802 Peyton Place 3br/2ba 1,788 $188,400 Carolyn Skyles Amelia Bullock, REALTORS  293-5552

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2707 Hopewell Court 3br/2ba 1,587 $145,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II  426-1881

78641 Leander Block House Creek 1505 Nettie 4br/2ba 1,689 $149,500 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II  426-1881

78641 Leander Block House Creek   400 Beverly Lane 3br/2ba 1,788 $124,950 Kevin Karos RE/MAX Capital City II  744-4167

78641 Leander Block House Creek   2705 Walker Drive 3br/2ba 1,397 $124,900 Dragoljub Popovich RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1350

78641 Leander Block House Creek   16710 Shipshaw River Cove 3br/2ba 2,250 $175,000 Mark Bowden Keller Williams Realty  616-4115

78641 Leander Block House Creek     2522 Socorro Bend 3br/2ba 1,737 $150,000 Laura Ebersole Coldwell Banker United REALTOR  554-7668

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls  2037 Foothills 5br/3ba 3,698 $244,900 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty  616-4100

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls   1129 Iron Horse 4br/2ba 2,306 $214,000 Dragoljub Popovich RE/MAX Capital City II  343-6322

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls   1112 Wigwam 4br/2ba 2,455 $223,500 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Cochran C Sur 6000 County Road 279 4br/2ba 2,264 $500,000 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty  789-3356

78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2402 First View 4br/3ba 2,925 $399,990 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes  821-8872

78641 Leander Grand Mesa    2805 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3ba 3,868 $695,000 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty  789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 805 Mission Hills 4br/3ba 3,292 $499,900 Brooke Jubb Keller Williams Realty  745-5863

78641 Leander High Gabriel East 1103 Gabriel Drive 3br/2ba 1,722 $309,500 Paula Paulette RE/MAX Centx Assoc.  966-8321

78641 Leander High Gabriel West   135 Hill Circle 3br/2ba 1,571 $157,000 Eric Recktenwald RE/MAX Capital City  535-5797

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1813 Western Justice 4br/3ba 3,618 $385,000 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787
1112 Wigwam, Leander  $223,500

802 Peyton Place, Cedar Park $188,400

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like 
Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With 
plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, 
now may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn 
how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

Central Texas Real Estate 
is Different.  
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1305 Tamarac Trail, Leander $179,900

Dec. 2009 
Dec. 2008
Nov. 2009
Oct. 2009
Sep. 2009
Aug. 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009

52
78
65
71
85
68
86
88
82

Month  

45
59
67
87
81
97

117
115
72

On the market  (December 1-31) Monthly home sales

CLN CLNCLS CLS
Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

7
107
120
50
30
14
11
2
4

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

1
28
78

133
39
24
13
9
3

89
71
81

107
158
121
156
424
292

125
71
67
92
87

140
160
235
429

CLN* CLNCLS* CLS
$240,704
$218,365
$208,361
$219,030
$229,200
$232,116
$233,322
$255,449
$244,538

$186,284
$169,423
$170,724
$151,132
$176,970
$199,231
$186,145
$178,359
$196,796

No. of sales Average price

Market Data provided by Nason Hengst
RE/MAX  |  512-775-7900  |  nasonh@remax.net

Residential Real Estate Market Data

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. 
CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

1912 Alamo Bound, Leander $350,000

Residential Real Estate Property listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone

509 Emma Rose , Leander  $139,900

15313 Valderrama Court, Austin $375,000

15213 Interlachen Drive, Austin $325,000

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/6710

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/01/09 and 01/03/10 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1901 Buffalo Speedway 4br/3ba 3,544 $374,900 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls     1912 Alamo Bound 5br/3ba 3,551 $350,000 Sharon Stegall Leander Realty  736-9009

78641 Leander Horizon Park   116 Lombard Drive 3br/2ba 1,579 $142,900 Kellie Winter Keller Williams Realty  584-5790

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch  2503 Saddle Blanket Place 3br/2ba 2,311 $179,900 Kathleen Wainwright RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1324

78641   Leander   Lakeline Ranch    2701 Saddle Blanket Place   3br/2ba   1,956   $165,690   Kathleen Wainwright   RE/MAX Capital City II    646-1324

78641  Leander  Lakeline Ranch    2404 White Stallion Way  4br/2ba  3,047  $209,900  Matthew Sutter  Keller Williams Realty  623-6330

78641  Leander  Leander Heights    402 Horseshoe Drive  4br/3ba  2,100  $159,900  Vicki McGrath  Sellstate Classic Realty  921-0010

78641  Leander  Mason Creek   1804 Sequoia Drive  4br/2ba  1,516  $137,600  Karen Covey  Goodwin Partners, Inc.  423-5018

78641  Leander  Mason Creek   1500 Deepwoods Trail  3br/2ba  1,512  $137,000  Lindsay Mitchell  J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS  577-2678

78641  Leander  Mason Creek   1305 Tamarac Trail  3br/2ba  1,525  $179,900  Ryanne Vaughan  Keller Williams Realty  619-5034

78641  Leander  Mason Creek    1101 Sorrel Court  3br/2ba  1,189  $99,000  Howard Nemetsky  Sellstate Hill Country  415-3050

78641  Leander  Oak Ridge   702 Birch Brook Drive  3br/2ba  1,456  $149,600  Erhard Sudermann  J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS  750-7642

78641  Leander  Old Town Village   206 Windmill Circle  4br/2ba  2,473  $138,900  Howard Nemetsky  Sellstate Hill Country  415-3050

78641  Leander  Summerlyn   368 House Finch Loop  3br/2ba  1,643  $145,875  Christine Rougeux  Austin Lifestyle Realty  466-1860

 78641  Leander  Summerlyn    100 Barn Owl Loop  4br/2ba  2,103  $188,500  Cynthia Ludwig  Keller Williams Realty  573-6564

78641  Leander  Village at Volente   8116 Beauregard Drive  4br/2ba  3,183  $399,000  Michael Nopper  e-Executive Realty  552-2266

78641  Leander  Vista Ridge   1405 Shamitas Court  4br/2ba  2,283  $182,900  Dragoljub Popovich  RE/MAX Capital City II  343-6322

78641  Leander  Vista Ridge   601 Red Hawk Drive  4br/2ba  2,024  $169,900  Debra Kelsey  RE/MAX Capital City II  656-8932

78641   Leander   Vista Ridge    1829 Baranco Way   4br/2ba   2,500   $219,900   Laura Boggess   J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS    925-8319

78641  Leander  Westview Meadows   212 Banner Ave.  4br/2ba  2,379  $150,000  Joshua Yates  Goldwasser Real Estate  743-5366

78641  Leander  Westview Meadows   509 Emma Rose  3br/2ba  1,540  $139,900  Jaymes Willoughby  Keller Williams Realty  347-9599

78641  Leander  Westview Meadows   205 Banner Ave.  4br/2ba  1,584  $145,000  Larry Barger  Sellstate Classic Realty  922-7913

78641  Leander  Westwood   1608 Candlelight Drive  3br/2ba  2,292  $133,700  Betsy Doss  RE/MAX Capital City  744-4555

78641  Leander  Westwood   2020 Cottontail Drive  3br/2ba  2,344  $145,000  Norma M. Mantz  J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS  431-6226

78641  Leander  Westwood   218 Cottontail Drive  4br/2ba  1,717  $140,000  Gregory Doering  Keller Williams Realty  439-3600

78641  Leander  Woods at Mason Creek   708 Honeysuckle Drive  4br/2ba  1,526  $122,500  Patricia Smith  Keller Williams Realty  637-8277

78717 Austin Avery Brookside  15613 Prestancia Drive 4br/3ba 3,228 $314,900 Carol Pease Keller Williams Realty  721-6320

78717 Austin Avery Estates 10217 Fossmoor St. 5br/4ba 4,316 $499,999 Edward Askelson Prudential Texas Realty  656-2542

78717 Austin Avery Estates 10221 Fossmoor St. 4br/4ba 4,428 $549,983 Gary Gentry Keller Williams Realty  794-6728

78717 Austin Avery Estates 10224 Fossmoor St. 4br/4ba 4,964 $579,000 Susan R. Brown Amelia Bullock, REALTORS  327-4800

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 10700 Roy Butler 4br/3ba 4,296 $549,990 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes  821-8872

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 15313 Valderrama Court 4br/3ba 3,281 $375,000 Aaron Lancaster Keller Williams Realty  637-8231

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 17101 Ennis Trail 3br/2ba 2,363 $264,900 Rina Peiffer Keller Williams Realty  791-0212

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Brookside  10805 Roy Butler Drive 4br/2ba 3,090 $385,000 John Brandon Faught Goldwasser Real Estate  791-5209

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East   16625 Ennis Trail 3br/2ba 1,857 $215,000 Jeffrey Nyland Prudential Texas Realty  626-8552

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East   16717 Cypress Landing Cove 4br/2ba 2,707 $319,000 John Raudy Keller Williams Realty  554-3749

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West    11528 Running Brush Lane 3br/2ba 1,821 $212,000 Kevin McCord Goldwasser Real Estate  784-9644

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West    11644 Running Brush Lane 3br/2ba 2,292 $234,900 Sandy Kerr Goldwasser Real Estate  431-8608

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West    14100 Rountree Ranch Lane 3br/2ba 2,253 $263,000 Lori Anne Goto Goldwasser Real Estate  461-1577

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West     11009 Los Comancheros Road 4br/3ba 1,716 $225,000 Ernesto Hernandez Keller Williams Realty  968-4663

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West     11204 Los Comancheros Road 3br/2ba 1,702 $177,000 Karen Chester Coldwell Banker United REALTOR  663-9974

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West     11205 Los Comancheros Road 3br/2ba 1,423 $169,900 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty  818-1717

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West     11232 Los Comancheros Road 3br/2ba 1,544 $178,000 Robert Lane Keller Williams Realty  785-7698

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West     14312 Homestead Village Circle 5br/4ba 3,147 $365,000 Robert Henson Keller Williams Realty  567-4200

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West     14704 Shallow Water Cove 3br/2ba 2,129 $199,500 Ronnie Bleeker Keller Williams Realty  563-4628

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Garden Homes   15213 Interlachen Drive 4br/3ba 3,023 $325,000 Barbara Bittner Coldwell Banker United REALTOR  431-6027

78717   Austin   Woods Brushy Creek       8204 Cornerwood Drive   3br/2ba   2,449   $199,900   Charles Young   Keller Williams Realty    403-0229




