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Leaders push green plans

CONTINUED ON | 15

What’s News    

Precinct 2 
Williamson 
County 
Commissioner 
Cynthia Long 
announced in 
November that 
she will run for a 
second term. Her 

seat represents the cities of Cedar 
Park, Leander and Liberty Hill.
more.impactnews.com/6378

The Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority voted last month 
to increase toll rates. The increase 
will help pay for a 5-mile extension 
project that begins in early 2010. 
more.impactnews.com/6194

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

The Cedar Park Veterans Memorial 
Advisory Group received a $25,000 
donation from Pentad Corporation 
to go toward building artwork in 
Veterans Memorial Park. | 13

The Leander City Council approved 
a 7.1 percent water rate increase in 
early November. The new rates are 
now in effect . | 13

The City of Cedar Park received 
a grant from H-E-B and Keep 
Texas Beautiful to expand a local 
environmental stewardship program 
for children. | 13

Recycling guide explains services 
that are now available through Cedar 
Park’s new solid waste provider. | 17

Bridgehook Songwriters, a 
group of local musicians, released 
a Christmas album that will benefit 
children in need. | 28 

Volunteer guide offers ideas for 
places in the community where 
residents can lend their service. | 30

Story Highlights
Former DA, judge and sheriff created reputation •	
County’s crime rate is lower than regional average•	

By Joseph M. de Leon
Groups from businesses to 

governments have been taking 
steps to reduce their impact on 
the environment and follow more 
sustainable practices.

Individual approaches are as 
varied as the organizations they 

CONTINUED ON | 33

Williamson County’s tough-on-crime reputation a three-decade legacy

By Melissa Mixon and Beth Wade
Williamson County’s tough-on-crime 

reputation has been 30 years in the making 
and is bringing the county statewide 
recognition. The county’s stance on crime is 
infused into every level of its law enforcement, 
down to the arresting officer and the juries 
who hand out the sentences. 

As lead prosecutor in Williamson County, 
District Attorney John Bradley is sometimes 
credited as the man behind the reputation, 
but it was the work of two district attorneys 
and other law enforcement officials who 
came before him and set the bar. 

“By the time I got here in 1989, that 
reputation was clearly established in 
Williamson County,” Bradley said. “In fact, 
it matched what I was looking for by the way 
people described it.”
A reputation to stand on

Although the county now has a tough 
reputation, it is one that did not always exist. 

In fact, in 1977 when Ed Walsh took office 
as district attorney, the position was not even 
a full-time job. 

“Back in those days, Williamson County had 
a part-time district attorney that didn’t spend 
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State
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National

Williamson Co.

2003
6,172.6

5,147.8

4,529.6

4,063

1,948.6

2004
5,827.3

5,034.4

4,325.6

3,977.2

1,810.7

2005
5,679

4,861.7

4,201.5

3,900.5

1,978.3

2006
5,494.8

4,597.7

4,015.7

       3,808

1,842.1

Source: Capital Area Council of Governments, www.capcog.org

Don Christian, the dean of the College of Business, looks over Concordia University’s nature preserve. 
Christian organizes a speaker series that explores the role religion plays in conservation.
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represent. Some teach tomorrow’s 
leaders the value of conservancy. 
Others are using fewer resources. 
They all have one goal in mind: to 
make the future a better place.

Concordia University Texas is 
building a community around the 
environment in its new location, 

leaders in Leander are taking 
steps toward a greener future 
with a revised comprehensive 
plan and Cedar Park officials 
are using a $519,700 grant to 
launch environmentally friendly 
projects.
Concordia’s environment

The university’s mission is 
to develop Christian leaders 
who understand the value of 
environmental stewardship. Its 
location near a natural preserve is 
a major influence.

After 80 years in downtown 
Austin, Concordia University 
moved to its current location 
on 385 acres off RM 620 near 
FM 2222 in July 2008. About 65 
percent of the land is made up 
of the Balcones Canyonlands 
Preserve. Travis County officials 
oversee the preserve, but the 
university owns and co-manages 
the land.

Dr. Laurence Meissner, profes-
sor of biology, has been using the 

preserve to teach environmental 
management and conservancy. 

“It is absolutely imperative that 
we preserve the area in as pristine 
a way as we can,” Meissner said. 
“We have a unique opportunity 
here; we have a living laboratory 
for students to access under 
controlled supervision.”

He oversees the environmental 
studies program, in which stu-
dents have been recording data 
about the preserve, including two 
endangered species: the Jollyville 
Plateau salamander and the gold-
en cheek warbler.

Meissner’s loftiest goal would 
be to develop meaningful partner-
ships among governments, agen-
cies and organizations to figure out 
what is really best for the environ-
ment.

“Anything we can do to support 
environmental education is a 
great start because when you have 
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Eco-friendly ideas move forward in cities, university

dec. 16  Cedar Park Mayor Bob Lemon  
will lead a Christmas charity party for the Hill 
Country Christmas Bureau. | 9

JAN. 15-30  Way Off Broadway Community 
Players presents “Deathtrap,” a play written by 
Ira Levin. | 9

What’s Ahead    
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Contents Reader feedback
Rail delay does not affect development
(October 2009)
“In my professional opinion, Leander is the 
best area in which to invest at this time. When 
the economy comes back, and hopefully the 
rail will be running at that time, I truly believe 
that Leander will boom. With or without the 
rail, Leander is the next “hot” area. The rail 
will just be icing on the cake, but will certainly 
make a huge difference.”

— Patsy Snyder, 
real estate broker associate at Sky Realty

Online poll

IMPACT YOUR INBOX
Sign up to receive 
Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly 
eNewsletter featuring 
local, up-to-date 
news, and you will be 
automatically entered 
to win a $100 Tiff’s Treats gift card. 
The drawing will be held Dec. 31, 2009.

impactnews.com/signup

Rate increase approved for Toll 183A
(November 2009)
“I don’t take the tolls much anyway and now 
I’ll take them less. If I took it just to and from 
work, five days a week from Pflugerville to 
Austin, it would cost me $60 a month. That’s 
insane.”

— Dan

Do you believe Williamson 
County’s reputation that it is 
tough on crime?

Yes  86%  
No 12%  
No Opinion  2%

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls
Results from unscientific web survey Nov. 9 to Dec. 3

Give the gift of
hyperventilation.

The December to 
Remember Sales Event
Now through Jan. 4th 

The  RX

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.

The  ES

The  IS

Receive a special gift from us to you, 
when you mention Community Impact 

Newspaper during your test drive.

Decorating for Christ-
mas is one of my favorite 
times of the year. Orna-
ments have been a special 
tradition in my family, 

and they mark significant events in my 
life. My husband and I have ornaments 
marking our first Christmas together and 
special vacations, and we even have one 
for when we got our dog. Our ornament 
for this year came from a trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. This time of year allows us 
to pause and reflect on where we’ve been 
together and where we’re headed. 

As we hung ornaments on our tree 
this holiday season, I started thinking 
about the significant events that have 
happened in Cedar Park and Leander. 
If I could design a commemorative 
ornament for our community, the 2009 
collector’s edition would be a hockey 

puck and stick. The opening of the Cedar 
Park Center was a major milestone. The 
ornament for 2007 would be shopping 
bags to mark the 1890 Ranch retail 
development, and a stethoscope in 2008 
for the opening of Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center. The 2010 edition could 
be the MetroRail, with the hope that the 
new start date holds true. 

As we take time to reflect on this year, 
we at Community Impact Newspaper are 
grateful for you, the readers. We wish 
you and your family the best holiday 
season yet!
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Cedar Park

1 Online learning
Scott Bailey, vice president of client 
services, helped open Diversys Learning 
in 2005. Earlier this year, the online 
education company moved to its current 
location at 1101 Arrow Point Drive, 
Ste. 302. Office staff builds, hosts and 
manages custom online learning systems, 
including compliance-based programs, 
such as the preparation for Texas Food 
Handlers and Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission certifications. Open Mon.-
Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 343-2600 or visit 
www.diversyslearning.com.

2 Clinic moves
Children’s Cardiology Associates moved 
its Cedar Park location to 1401 Medical 
Parkway, Bldg. B, Ste. 100 in October. 
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The clinic specializes in the assessment 
and care of cardiac disorders, including 
acquired and congenital heart disease, in 
fetuses, newborns and children. Available 
by appointment Tue. 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Call 454-1110 or visit 
www.cca-austin.com. 

3 Restaurant opens
Vivo opened its second location at 
12233 RM 620, Ste. 105 on Dec. 11. The 
restaurant serves San Antonio-style 
Tex-Mex food that features freshly 
prepared dishes with a healthy twist. 
Guests can enjoy patio dining and a full 
bar specializing in tequila drinks. Open 
Mon.-Thu. 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m., Fri.  
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m., Sat. noon-11 p.m. and 
Sun. noon-10 p.m. Call 331-4660 or visit 
www.vivo-austin.com.

4 Work that body
After spending four years playing 
professional arena football, Torrey Prather 
recently opened TP Total Performance 
Personal Training, 715 Discovery Blvd., 
Ste. 409. The fitness instructor offers 
clients weight loss help, sport-specific 
training, post rehabilitation coaching and 
injury prevention advice. Available by 
appointment. Call 986-6211 or visit 
www.tptotalperformance.com.

5 New phone shop
Aircom Wireless opened its latest 
location in October at 308 S. Bell Blvd. 
The authorized Cricket Wireless dealer 
offers pre-paid wireless phone plans, sells 
mobile phones and accessories, accepts 
payments and repairs phones. The shop 
can also enable mobile phones to work 
on any carrier and reinstall or update a 

512.836.5901
goamplify.com

Federally insured up to 
$250,000 by NCUA.

Need extra
 money now?

Right now we have home 
equity loan rates as low as 
4.99% APR*. Home equity 
loans are one of the most 

inexpensive ways to borrow 
and you can use your loan for 

anything you choose.

Our Cedar Park branch is located at  
202 Walton Way, Suite 200, near the 

intersection of 1431 and 183.

* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Fixed rate current 
as of 11/15/2009, subject to change.  Rates may 
vary based on creditworthiness and term.  Loans 
subject to approval.  Contact AMPLIFY for details.

Bring this ad to our  
Cedar Park location and 
you’ll pay no application 

fee, or closing costs.
Visit goamplify.com for more 

information.

Bank less. Live more.
®
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To reserve your seat NOW call 1-888-5THYROID or UnresolvedThyroid@gmail.com

Are you confused and frustrated because your thyroid symptoms persist 

even though you medicate appropriately and have “normal” test results?  
Thursday December 17th may change your life! 

Fatigue/Low Energy                            • 
Unexplained weight gain • 
Diffi culty losing weight• 
Morning headaches                            • 
Depression                                          • 

Constipation• 
Thinning or brittle hair                            • 
Always feeling cold                            • 
Poor circulation in hands and feet• 
Anxiety                                          • 
Night Sweats                                          • 
Insomnia• 

UNRESOLVED THYROID?

The Doctors’ Speaker Bureau proudly announces:

THE UNRESOLVED THYROID Presented by
International Lecturer and Board Certifi ed Chiropractic Neurologist
Dr. Thomas J. Culleton, D.C., D.A.C.N.B.

Thursday, December 17th from 6:30pm-7:00pm
La Quinta, 1010 E Whitestone Blvd, Cedar Park, TX

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

Cameron Chin of Krawltex Motorsports holds a trophy for a 
race he won in this off-road vehicle he built.

6

Hispanic supermarket La Chaparrita expects to open before 
the end of the year. 
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Heritage Body and Frame offers collision repair, paintless dent 
repair and alignments

7

phone’s operating system. Open Mon.-Sat.  
9 a.m.-8 p.m. and Sun. noon-6 p.m.  
Call 336-0004.

6 Get dirty in a 4x4
Krawltex Motorsports, 500 Brushy 
Creek Road, Ste. 400, moved to its 
present location from south Austin to 
serve off-road enthusiasts. The full-
service shop offers custom fabrication 
of roll cages, reinforced suspensions, 
performance modifications and four-
wheel drive maintenance. Shop workers 
and customers also share information in 
an online forum. Open Mon.-Fri.  
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 996-9669 or visit 
www.krawltex.com.

Chocolate sales
When Celine Windwillow moved from 
Lampasas to Cedar Park in September, 
she brought along the home-based 
business Dove Chocolate Discoveries. 
She offers customers the direct sale of 
gourmet products from Dove Chocolates 
and chocolate parties at a host’s home. 
Available by appointment. Call 382-6974 
or visit www.dove-chocolate-discoveries.
com/celine.

Storage options
After a March hailstorm damaged many 
cars across town, Yuri Yurianto started 
Home Sweet Garage LLC out of his 
Cedar Park home in November. Yurianto 

builds and installs an overhead garage 
storage unit so homeowners can store 
bulky items in the rafters. That frees up 
space to allow owners to park cars inside 
to protect from the threat of theft and bad 
weather. Available by appointment. 
Call 796-5902 or visit 
www.homesweetgarage.com.

Radio station switches signal
Emmis Austin Radio station KGSR-FM 
has switched frequencies from 107.1-FM to 
93.3-FM and a Spanish-language format 
took its place Nov. 30. KGSR broadcasts a 
blend of Texas, roots and adult alternative 
music and switched to the stronger 93.3 
signal, which is licensed to the City of 
Cedar Park. Call 832-4000 or visit  
www.kgsr.com.

Leander

7 Body shop expands
Glenn Borkland opened the third location 
of Heritage Body and Frame, 2505 S.  
US 183, on Nov. 23. The family-owned 
and -operated auto body shop sits in a 
6,000 sq. ft. building on 2.5 acres. Heri-
tage offers collision repair, paintless dent 
repair and alignments. Borkland is in 
negotiations to offer car rental services. 
Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Call 528-9233 or visit 
www.heritagebodyandframe.com.

8 Mercado Latino
Noel Esquivel plans to open the Hispanic 
supermarket La Chaparrita, 1909 S. US 
183, Ste. 107, by the end of the year. The 
store name means “the short woman,” 
and customers can choose cuts from a 
Latino-style meat market, order freshly 
made tacos, buy groceries, pick produce 
and shop for Mexican products, such 
as piñatas, belts and sweet bread. Open 
every day 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Call 762-2833.

9 After-school program
Param Gyani moved Kumon of Leander 
from Bagdad Road to 1909 S. US 183, 
Ste. 105 on Dec. 1. The learning center 
offers math and reading tutors for 
preschool through high school students. 
The program, which was developed in 
Japan in the 1950s, helps students who 
are struggling as well as those who seek 
academic advancement. Open Mon. and 
Wed. 4-7 p.m. Call 528-9003.

10 New ownership
The third location of La Tapatia Mexican 
Restaurant, 109 N. US 183, opened  
Oct. 24 in the former El Coyote 
restaurant. The eatery offers Jalisco-style 
food and management expects to add a 
full-service bar by the end of January. 
Open Sun.-Thu. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. and Fri.-Sat. 
7 a.m.-10 p.m. Call 259-5019.
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Business Profile    Kid Express Performing Arts   Cedar Park

Kid Express Performing Arts students, ages 6 to 12 years old, perform “High School Musical.“
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Kid Express Performing Arts 
1415 County Road 180 
554-4111 
www.kidexpressperformingarts.com

Musical schedule
Dec. 13
“Hannah Montana” 

Jan. 16
“High School Musical 2” 
Classes in progress 

March 5 (tentative)
“Ella Enchanted”

Other classes and programs are 
available, including beginning acting, 
intermediate acting, voice technique 
and behind-the-scenes workshops. 
Go online for more information. 

N

New 
Hope 
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“Get back in the game, Texas.”

$2500
HD Digital Cable only

per month  
for 12 months

when you sign up for Road Runner® High Speed  
Online and Digital Phone Unlimited Nationwide*

Call today! 1-888-TWC-8585 www.BundleBowl.com

Home of the True Bundle
Digital Cable with FREE HD  
and FREE On Demand

Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0  
Mbps with FREE PowerBoost®

Digital Phone Unlimited Nationwide 
with FREE Calling Features

*Offer ends 12/31/09. Valid for new residential customers and residential use only. Digital Cable for $25 price applies when All The Best bundle is purchased for $99.99 per month for 12  months. All The Best bundle includes Digital Cable, Road Runner High Speed 
Online 7.0 Mbps and Digital Phone Unlimited Nationwide. Price will increase $10 every 12 months until package price is reached. $7.99 charge for Digital set-top box is not included. May not be combined with any other offer. All services not available in all areas. Ad-
ditional charges apply for equipment, taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to International locations. To receive all services, Digital Cable, remote and lease of a Digital set-top box  are required. Some services are not available to CableCARD 
customers. Not all equipment supports all services. HDTV set and lease of an HD set-top box required for HD service. Subscription to Road Runner Standard or Turbo is required for PowerBoost®. Actual speeds may vary. Not all service tiers are available in all areas. 
Many factors affect speed. Road Runner with PowerBoost® provides a burst of download speed when capacity is available above the customer’s provisioned download speeds for the first 10 MB of a file. It then reverts to your provisioned speed for the remainder of 
the download. PowerBoost® is a registered trademark of Comcast Corporation. Used with Permission. Road Runner reserves the right to discontinue any feature or offer at any time. Not all Road Runner products and services are available to customers using the Mi-
crosoft® Windows VistaTM operating system. A one time $19.99 phone activation charge will apply for new customers. Digital Phone does not include back-up power and, as in the case with an electric-powered home cordless phone, should there be a power outage, 
Digital Phone, including the ability to access 9-1-1 services, may not be available. Subject to change without notice. Some restrictions apply. Call for details. ©2009 Time Warner Cable, Inc. All Rights Reserved. TM & © Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc. (s09)
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By Christi Covington 
Mark Hanson’s mother sang, 

his father acted and his grandfa-
ther appeared regularly on “Gun-
smoke,” so he does not take credit 
for his artistic ability. Dancing, 
singing and acting are just a part 
of who Hanson is and have led 
him into theater work and TV 
commercials. 

“Once you’re bitten by the bug, 
it does not go away,” he said. 

His love of the theatrical indus-
try was the reason why in June he 
opened Kid Express Performing 
Arts, a locally run program that 

teaches all aspects of the showbiz 
industry, from stage presentation 
to set building.  

His decision to make the busi-
ness venture followed a series of 
events the previous year. He had 
enrolled his daughter in a local 
acting program; however, he and 
other parents began to notice 
that the student-to-teacher ratio 
was close to 30/1, a number he 
thought prevented the children 
from getting enough attention or 
time to perform.  

“The kids never got a chance 
to really do anything,” said 

Hanson’s wife and Kid Express 
choreographer, Priscilla.   

To help remedy the problem, he 
volunteered, bringing his 25 years 
of show-business expertise to the 
group, and the teacher eventually 
added him as a cast participant. 
As parents saw him work, they 
suggested he start a program. 
After talking with his wife, they 
decided it was not only a good 
opportunity for other families 
in the community, it would also 
benefit their daughters, Morgan 
and Madison.  

The first theater workshop was 
in late June. Hanson kept the 
classes small, with 15 children 
participating at most, and the 
more intimate groups allowed for 
more flexibility. After the work-
shops, interest increased.  

“We really wanted to work with 
the kids to see what they could 
do and what they are willing to 
do,” he said. “Lots of parents told 
us that they were amazed at the 
change in their kids.” 

Perhaps most rewarding was 
seeing their shy 7-year-old, 
Morgan, learn to love performing 
before an audience. 

“It’s not just about learning to 

be a great singer,” he said. “It’s 
about being more well-rounded.” 

The youngest students of Kid 
Express are 4 to 6 years old. Their 
confidence at this age makes 
them perfect candidates for 
performing, Hanson said. Most 
of the students are 7 to 11 years 
old, but recently middle-school 
students started to join, which 
Hanson has found enhanced the 
level of expertise. 

Classes take place at an office 
space in Cedar Park and perfor-
mances are at The Rock United 
Methodist Church. It has a small 
stage and room for an audience 
of around 250. Hanson said it 
is rewarding to watch students 
transform on stage. 

“Some completely jump out 
of their skin,” he said. “They get 
their energy from the audience.” 

Their performances are almost 
like a variety show. During a 
musical costume change, other 
students will sing or dance. Even-
tually, Hanson wants to add other 
elements, such as instrumentals.  

This fall, in addition to the 
regular programs, Hanson’s team 
was invited to get involved with 
local schools, including Kids ‘R’ 

Kids and The Goddard School. 
What began as summer work-
shops has become more than a 
regular workweek venture. 

“I don’t mind working over-
time,” he said. “It’s OK when 
you’re having fun.”
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651 N. US HWY. 183, Suite 325 • 260-7267 • M-F 10-7• Sat. 9:30-6 • Sun. 12-5
Next to HEB Plus! Behind Chase Bank in Leander

GET YOUR 
PARTY 

HAIR ON.

Senior Day Tuesday 10-3 

Cuts start at $10 

Women’s Day Wednesday 

Cuts start at $12 

Men’s Day Thursday 

Cuts start at $12

$1 OFF any 
full-priced cut

With this ad.

Show up to this season’s festivities in style with a new holiday look.

10%
Long & thick hair extra.

Expires 12/19/09.
 Long & thick hair extra.

 Expires 12/19/09.
 Long & thick hair extra.

 Expires 12/19/09.

Adult cut conditioning 
treatment and round-brush 
style starting at

$2495

Highlites:  20 foils 
starting at:

$4995 OFF 
up-dos

($30 value)

Lakeline
Mall

RR 620

Anderson Mill Rd.

Research (183)

El Salido

Ridgeline

Lakeline   Blvd.
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www.bluebonnetschool.com

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
A Private Preparatory Preschool

Secure campus•	

Spanish and music classes for all •	
preschoolers two and older

Individualized program and child •	
assessments

Degreed, credentialed, •	
experienced  teachers

Challenging curriculum which •	
fosters a lifetime of learning

Chef-prepared lunches and snacks•	
Free Internet viewing for parents•	

Infants • Toddlers • Preschool
Kindergarten • Afterschool

The Nation’s Best Preschool
Is In Your Neighborhood!
A lifetime of learning begins with the first moment of wonder.

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
3420 El Salido Pkwy. (at RR620)

512-331-9009

SELECTED! 
 National Child 

Care Center of the Year 

SELECTED! 
National Child 

Care Center of the Year 

National Child 
Care Center of the Year 

N
C

National Child
Care Center of the Year

N
C
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S R

EADINESS CERTIFICATION

READY FOR SCHOOL, READY F
OR

 LI
FE

.SCHOOL            READY!

Texas School
Readiness
Certified
2007, 2008, 2009

Business Profile    Destination Graphix   Leander

By K. Jenney
Some people enjoy the journey in life, 

and Gabrielle Melisende is all about the 
destination. As founder and creative 
director of Leander-based Destination 
Graphix, she creates “demand by design” 
for her clients, providing large and small 
businesses with innovative ways to de-
velop their identity and create demand for 
their products and services.

Destination Graphix is a full-service firm 
whose services include marketing consult-
ing, graphic design, website solutions and 
advertising. Melisende arrived in Texas 
via Tucson, Ariz., in 2005. She and two 
employees provide personalized service to 
customers from a home-based studio. 

Melisende credits her previous jobs, 
including one with a music company, for 
giving her the skills to run her business. 

“Some days I was writing press releases 
and other days I was pitching albums,” she 
said. “It was when I began doing desktop 
publishing for album liners that I jumped 
into the design element feet first.”

Melisende honed her graphics skills and 
began producing impressive publications 
and designs. Her on-the-job training also 
included a stint at a publishing house. But 
she never viewed her work as just placing 
text on a page. Her desire to learn, com-
bined with her natural marketing abilities, 
enabled her not only to strike out on her 
own, but also separate herself from other 
traditional design firms.

GorgAnna Randolph, one of Melisende’s 
clients, has taken notice. The director 
at ProBusiness Systems Inc. appreciates 
Melisende’s skills and her ability to see far 
beyond the obvious. 

“Gabrielle sees the big picture,” 
Randolph said. “She really listens to her 
clients, and because of that, she delivers 
innovative ideas and creative solutions.”

Having such talented local resources 
has come in handy for the Greater Lean-
der Chamber of Commerce, which works 
with Melisende on its annual city profile 
and directory. 

Destination Graphix
1605 Greening Way
260-7886
www.destinationgraphix.com

And the winner is . . .
• In 2007, Gabrielle Melisende was named a 
finalist in the Marketing Campaign of the Year 
category in the Stevie Awards for Women in 
Business. 

• In 2008, the 2007-08 Leander Chamber 
Directory earned an American Inhouse Design 
award from Graphic Design, USA, the news 
magazine for creative professionals.

• Melisende also writes, edits and designs the 
award-winning “Eye on Leander,” a business 
newsletter promoting the city’s economic 
development.

N

La
ur

a 
W

ic
ke

tt

Pictured from left: Kirk Clennan, Leander’s director of economic development; Gabrielle Melisende, owner of Destination Graphix; 
and Mary Bradshaw, president of the Leander Chamber of Commerce 
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Publications by Destination Graphix that have received awards

“Destination Graphix consistently 
provides the chamber with quality, award-
winning work,” said Mary Bradshaw, 
chamber president. 

Destination Graphix embarked on a 
rebranding of the company this year, 
which will include marketing seminars 
and workshops for business owners to bet-
ter understand marketing a business. 

“I am hoping through our workshops 
people will walk away having accom-
plished something they couldn’t have 
done on their own and couldn’t afford to 
pay someone else to do,” Melisende said. 
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Shamrock Dr.

Tamarac Trl.
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Avery Ranch Dental

583-0700
Lakeline Ranch Dental

10900 Lakeline Mall Dr. #250
Austin, Texas 78717

Dr. Hadden Dr. Judy Dr. Lowery Dr. dela Cruz

246-7645
Avery Ranch Dental

14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., C-100
Austin, Texas 78717

Free Cosmetic Consultation 
  & 20% off   

“Smile Makeover”  
Off er ends December 31st, 2009
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And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most 
innocent faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people 
nourished by our Capital Area Food Bank is a child. 
And the need for food assistance among our neighbors 
has increased more than 60% in the past year. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can 
solve hunger. With your help.

Advocate. Donate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

HungerAd-scaled.indd   1 10/6/09   2:31:18 PM

Single-Ride FaRe

MetroBus $ 1.00 

MetroBus Reduced * $ 0.50 

Metroexpress $ 2.50 

Metroexpress Reduced * $ 1.25 

MetroRail  — 1 Zone $ 2.00 

MetroRail  — 2 Zones $ 3.00 

disability/Medicare/Seniors (65+) with a 
valid capital Metro-issued Id card FRee 

multi-Ride paSSeS FaRe

MetroBus day Pass $ 2.00 

MetroBus 7-day Pass $ 8.00

MetroBus 31-day Pass $ 28.00 

MetroBus 31-day Pass Reduced * $ 14.00 

Metroexpress day Pass (All Metroexpress  
Passes are valid for all bus services.) $ 5.00 

Metroexpress 31-day Pass $ 63.00 

Metroexpress 31-day Pass Reduced * $ 31.50 

Stored Value card ($15 Value — Bus use Only) $ 12.00 

MetroPlus day Pass (All MetroPlus Passes are 
valid for both MetroRail and all bus services.) $ 6.00 

MetroPlus 31-day Pass $ 70.00

MetroPlus 31-day Pass Reduced * $ 35.00

MetroAccess Monthly Pass $ 35.00 

MetroAccess 10-Ride Booklet $ 12.00 

capital metRo FaReS
~ eFFective JanuaRy 18, 2010 ~

*  Students age six to eighteen with a current school Id, and active  
duty and reserve military personnel with a current military Id may 
ride at the reduced rate.

the fare increase is one part of a long-range 
financial sustainability plan to help capital 
metro mitigate the rising costs of providing 
transportation services to the central 
texas region. For more information, 
please visit capmetro.org.

RideShare — In Service Area $ 60.00 

RideShare — Out of Service Area $ 60.00 + 
MIleAge 

FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

3101 N. IH 35 (Exit 256 N.)
Conveniently located in Round Rock

www.interstatelanes.net

255-8826

ONE FREE GAMEONE FREE GAME
OF BOWLING

when you buy one game
at regular price

Valid when open play lanes 
are available. Limit one coupon 

per person per day.  
Expires 1/22/10

Book your Holiday Party 
with us and our Live DJ Friday 
or Saturday Night!
Come out during our 3 hour Jamin’ 
Strikes phenomenon with all your 
co-workers & celebrate the holidays 
with cheer! All-U-Can Bowl for $15 per 
person, buffet packages sure to suit 
everyone’s taste buds, drink specials 
that will make for a Not-So-Silent Night 
& the best tunes to keep you Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree!

JOIN US FOR LUNCH-N-BOWL 
MON-FRI 11AM-2PM
Juicy burger or delicious deli sandwich, fries, fountain drink, 
one game of bowling with shoe rental, ALL for just $7.95. 
Bring a friend and join us for lunch! 

SUPER BATTLE OF THE SEXES LEAGUE
Now forming it’s guys against the girls complete with pizza 
and beer every week. Call us for more information.

WE SPECIALIZE IN KIDS’ BIRTHDAY PARTIES
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Sponsored by

Community Events   

Music        s c e n e

Texas Stars home games
www.texasstarshockey.com
December 11, 12, 15, 19, 29 
January 6, 12, 15

Multipurpose sports and entertainment venue
2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park

467-8277 • www.cedarparkcenter.com

Calendar events must be submitted by the first Friday 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.
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Children enjoyed pony rides at The Goddard School’s 
Children’s Literacy Festival Nov. 21.
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Way Off Broadway Community Players presented Larry Shue’s 
“The Nerd” in Leander in November. 

Jan.      2 | The Tall Boyz
  19 | Michael Goss

Jan.     1 | LC Rocks
    8 | The Space Rockers
  15 | The Suede

L i v e  M u s i c  &  A r t  K e e p  A u s t i n  C o o l

500 E. Cesar Chavez • Downtown 
Enter on Trinity near 2nd

Fine Art • Extraordinary Gifts • Live Music 
www.armadillobazaar.com • 512-447-1605

December 11-24  • 11am -11pm   
Austin Convention Center

Close to 6th Street 

Let us help you decide the best treatment for 
your condition. Non-Surgical or Surgical.

1401 Medical Parkway B, Suite 311, Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.795.2009 (ph)

3

Jonathan Buten M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Board Certi� ed OB-GYN
Certi� ed in Advanced Laparoscopy
28 Years in Private Practice

Dr. Buten also specializes in:
Gynecology, Well Woman Exams, & Menopause• 
In-Offi  ce Endometrial Ablation & Sterilization• 
Correction of Uterine, Bladder, Rectal, and • 
Vaginal Prolapse
Urinary Incontinence Evaluation, Treatment,                 • 
and Surgery

Accepting most insurance plans!

Cedar Park Gynecology
Center for Minimally Invasive & Reconstructive Gynecology

Now o� ering Single Incision Laparoscopic Surgery.
(Hysterectomy, Fibroid Treatment, Endometriosis, Oophorectomy)

Recent highlights

Dig Pub: singer/songwriter sets, cover bands, jazz; Thursdays and 
Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays
401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar Park • 996-9900
www.thedigpub.com
Dec.   11 |  Double-R-Nothin’ 
  12 | Blue Channel Christmas Show
  18 | Shaun Davenport

Hayashi Modern Japanese Cuisine: cover bands, karaoke, comedy; 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 9:30 p.m. • 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
Ste. T-140, Cedar Park • 986-7176 • www.hayashigrill.com

It’s a Grind Coffee House: acoustic sets, singer/songwriters, jazz; 
Fridays and Saturdays 8:30 p.m. • 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
259-2220 • www.itsagrind.com

Moonie’s Burger House: Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic country 
and old rock ‘n’ roll; every Thursday 6-9 p.m. • 200 S. Bell Blvd., 
Cedar Park • 249-5214

O’Leander: Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic country and old rock 
‘n’ roll Fridays 6:30-9 p.m.; Double-R-Nothin’ plays country Saturdays 
6:30-9 p.m. • 105 West Willis St., Leander • 259-3388

Post Beer Bar: live music, including country and Motown; Saturdays 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. • 601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 258-2434
Dec.   12 |  JP Bluetones
  19 | Chrome Wheels
  26 | Uncle Lucky

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar: live music Fridays 9 p.m.-1 a.m.
11416 RM 620 North, Austin • 401-2060
Dec.   11 | The JMB
  15 | Ember
  18 | Blue Finger Disco
  22 | Ember

Vino100: acoustic sets, including country, pop, jazz, covers; 
Fridays and Saturdays 7:30-10 p.m. • 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste.102, 
Cedar Park • 259-8467 • www.vino100cedarpark.com
Dec.   11 | Val & Eddie
  12 | Jordan Mitchell
  18 | Sam Riggs
  19 | Blue Rail
  31 | New Year’s Eve Party with Chris Smith performing

      Cedar Park Center  
   E V E N T S

December
12 |  Benbrook Ranch Park skate park opens
The City of Leander and H-E-B will host skating demonstra-
tions and offer refreshments. There will be open skating on a 
concrete skate course with elevated bowl, transitions, rails and 
stairs, volcano and street course.
Benbrook Ranch Park, 1100 Halsey Drive, Leander
noon-4 p.m. • Free • 528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

Brushy Creek Holiday in the Park
Inflatables, a trackless train, local school groups selling food, 
crafts, games, face painting, performances by area children 
and a snow machine; Brown Santa Donation Station for cash 
donations and new toys
Cat Hollow Park, 6800 O’Connor Drive, Round Rock • 2-5 p.m. 
Free • 255-7871 • www.bcmud.org 

Cedar Park Santa’s Workshop
Join Santa for music, arts and crafts, games, inflatables, a Yule 
fire and refreshments; Hot cocoa $1, pictures with Santa $2; 
unwrapped toy donations accepted to benefit Blue Santa
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway, Cedar Park • 6-8 p.m. 
Free • 401-5500 • www.cedarparkfun.com 

Cocoa and cookies with Santa and Mrs. Claus
Enjoy hot cocoa, cookies, crafts, singalongs, story time and 
pictures with Santa
Twin Lakes YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park
9 a.m.-noon • $10 (per child) • 250-9622
www.ymcagwc.org/twin_lakes

Concordia University voice and piano recital 
Professor Susan Taborn, soprano, and Dr. Patricia Burnham, 
piano, will present a Christmas recital of hymns, holiday carols 
and spirituals
Concordia University Texas, Chapel in Building A, 
11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin • 7-8:30 p.m. 
Free • 313-5424 • www.concordia.edu

Eighth Annual Gingerbread House Competition
Entries will be judged on overall appearance, creativity, 
difficulty, execution and consistency of theme. Also, look 
for children’s holiday cookie decorating, a cake decorating 
demonstration and appearance by Chef Santa.
Texas Culinary Academy, 11400 Burnet Road, Austin
11 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free • 837-2665 • www.chefs.edu 

Vandegrift High School Winter Theatre Camp
Theater games, pantomime, skits, costume and mask-making 
for children in kindergarten through fifth grade; includes 
T-shirt, lunch and souvenir; public invited to 1:30 p.m. 
performance
Vandegrift High School Cafeteria, 9700 McNeil Drive, Austin
9 a.m.-2 p.m. • $30 • 570-2355

13-14 |  Cake decorating for kids
Le Cordon Bleu Pastry Chefs teach basic icing decorating on 

a different treat each week, including cookies, cupcakes and a 
mini cake; all supplies provided
Cedar Park Recreation Center, 1435 Main St., Room 135, 
Cedar Park • 3:30-4:30 p.m. • $20 per class • 401-5516
www.cedarparktx.us

14 |  Stories of Doctors Without Borders with 
Elizabeth Vargas
Broadcast live via satellite, “ABC News” anchorwoman Elizabeth 
Vargas will moderate a live town-hall discussion with aide 
workers and journalists following a documentary about doctors 
who participate in a medical humanitarian group. 
Cinemark, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
$15 • 259-6741
www.fathomevents.com/doctorswithoutborders

16 |  Christmas Charity Party
Cedar Park Mayor Bob Lemon leads a fundraiser to help Hill 
Country Christmas Bureau buy pantry staples, space heaters, 
blankets and toys for families in need; refreshments available. 
Hayashi Modern Japanese Cuisine
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-140 • 7 p.m. • $55 • 986-7176

LISD retirement party for Ron LaFevers
Modern Woodmen of America celebrate LaFevers’ retirement 
from Leander Independent School District with a burger party; 
includes half-pound burger, fries and drink and children receive 
a kids meal with cookie; open to the public; please bring canned 
food donations
Fuddruckers, 11023 Pecan Park Blvd. • 5:30-8 p.m. • $5 (adults), 
$2 (children 12 and younger), free (children 2 and younger)
250-0458

18 | Rockin’ Wonderland
This Christmas event will feature light displays, a snow machine 
and activities for children. Hot chocolate, cookies, caroling and 
photos with Christmas characters will be available. 
RockPointe Church’s property on CR 177, south of the intersec-
tion of Ronald Reagan Boulevard and East Crystal Falls Parkway
6-9 p.m. • 259-8872 • www.rockpointechurch.com

20 |  ‘Twas The Night Before Christmas
Third annual performance of the Christmas classic presented by 
Bluebonnet Ballet Company
Hendrickson High School Performing Arts Center
2905 FM 685, Pflugerville • 2-5 p.m. • $5 • 670-9959

26-Jan. 10 |  Christmas tree recycling
Drop off used live Christmas trees without lights, ornaments or 
tree stands; city staff will grind trees into mulch for use on trails 
and flower beds.
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander 
6 a.m.-10 p.m. • Free • 528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

January
2 |  Christmas tree recycling Drop off used live Christmas 
trees without lights, ornaments or tree stands and receive a free 
seedling while they last. 
Cedar Park City Hall, 600 N. Bell Blvd. • 9 a.m. to noon • Free 
www.cedarparktx.us 

9-10 |  Austin Challenge and Regional Youth 
Circuit
Fencing tournament features men’s, women’s and youth 
saber, epee and foil events
Austin Sports Center, 1420 Toro Grande Blvd., Cedar Park • 9 
a.m. $45 (all events), $15 (each event)
260-0333 • www.austinsportscenter.com

10 |  RunTex 20-Miler
Sponsored by the Georgetown SERTOMA and RunTex, the run 
features 20-mile, 10K and 5K races and benefits the Boys & 
Girls Club and other local organizations.
Georgetown High School Annex, 2211 N. Austin Ave.
Georgetown • 7:30 a.m.-noon • $35-75 • 868-2345
www.runtex20miler.com

15-30 |  “Deathtrap”
A struggling writer collaborates with a younger apprentice, 
but unexpected problems threaten the project.
Way Off Broadway Community Players, 10960 E. Crystal Falls 
Parkway, Leander • Fridays and Saturdays 8 p.m.; matinee at 
3 p.m. Jan. 24 • $15 (adults), $12 (seniors and students), 
$10 (children) • 259-5878 • www.wobcp.org
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  Bring this coupon in to
RECEIVE A FREE ISSUE OF CIGAR MAGAZINEE

601 E. Whitestone Blvd. #210   |   WWW.CIGARDEPOTRAILYARD.COM

Monday - Saturday 10-8, Sun 10-5
986-4505    Rail Yard Center-Cedar park|

• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

1890 Ranch Shopping Center
1335 E Whitestone Blvd. Ste # D165 
(next to Half Price Books)

260-9393
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7, Sat. 10am-5
www.mrnotebook.com

FREE DIAGNOSTICS/
EVALUATION ON ANY 

NOTEBOOK OR 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 
(A $49 VALUE) with coupon. Not valid with 
any other offers. One coupon per person. 
Not valid on previous sales. Cedar Park 

location only. Expires 1/22/2010.

$25 OFF ANY 
NOTEBOOK 

PURCHASE of $349 
OR MORE  

With coupon. Not valid with any other 
offers. One coupon per person. Not 
valid on previous sales. Cedar Park 

location only. Expires 1/22/2010.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

Now Open

Airplanes • Helicopters • Traxxas Parts
512.992.2586  •  251 North Bell Blvd.  •  www.thehobbyexpress.com

10-7 Tuesday to Friday and 10-5 Saturday • Closed Sunday & Monday

Shop early for Christmas specials.

Now stocking up for the Holiday’s. Come in and see 
what’s new for all the pilots in your family. Special 

orders available for Christmas at a great savings!

Adding more parts for larger scale aircraft. Gas and glow parts. Smart-Fly, 
SWB Mfg. and others. Props up to 32”, and spinners up to 6”.

Holiday Hours for December: Open Mon.to Fri. 10-9 and Sat. 10-8 until Christmas

CHECK OUR WEB SITE FOR HOURS AND SPECIALS DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Holiday SavingsHoliday Savings

1001 Cypress Creek Rd #201 • 250-1168 • www.advancedmassage.com
v

• Serving the Community since 1996
• Highly Trained Therapists 

                LME0574

 $39
Simply Massage 
(regularly $49) 

Or $10 Off 
Specialty Massage 
(regularly $65/$90) 

not to be used with any other offer.
expires 1/22/10

Introducing Simply Massage
50 minutes of Simply Relaxation
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The Salon Just for Kids
where haircuts are cool and fun rules!

Fun Chairs  X-Box 360  Play Station 3  Game Cube 
Unique Toys & Gifts  Mini-cures  Private Birthday Parties

257-1957
11066 Pecan Park Blvd., Lakeline Plaza by ToysRUs
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 12-5pm

Schedule a haircut or Glamour/Rockstar/Princess party online at www.SharkeysCutsforKids.com

 Great selection of toys and jewelry for stocking stuffers!  

Gift certifi cates available!
Give a “Day of Beauty” spa package. 

Great for your daughter, niece 
or special friend! $5 off kid haircut or 

FREE mini-cure ($7.95 value)
(with a $50 holiday gift purchase) 

Offer expires 12-31-09

Holiday 
Shopping Specials!

Holiday 
Shopping Specials!

Ages 0-24 months. 
Not valid with other 

promotions. See store 
for details.

Toddler Thursdays!Toddler Thursdays!
Join us for

Special priced haircuts

$14.95$14.95

Merry Christmas!

Neighborhood Dining    China Café by Phoenix   Cedar Park

By Kelsey Wilkinson
China Café by Phoenix is a unique 

Chinese restaurant in a delightful corner of 
the 1890 Ranch shopping center in Cedar 
Park. The locally-owned restaurant opened 
in early 2009 and is making a name for 
itself with its good food and serene setting.  
I had an early Sunday dinner and was 
pleasantly surprised at how the evening 
turned out. 

The ambience inside the café was 
agreeable with décor that incorporated 
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China Cafe by Phoenix
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 190
528-9963

Veggie options
Meat not your thing? China Café by Phoenix 
also has vegetarian dishes available, including 
veggie delight, eggplant with garlic sauce and 
sesame tofu. If you don’t feel like eating in, 
the café offers meals for pick-up and delivery 
service to selected areas.
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General Tsao’s Chicken at China Café by Phoenix

elements from Chinese and American 
cultures. The deep red walls, traditional 
Chinese plants and classical Chinese music 
made the café, which sits in the middle of 
the busy shopping center, seem intimate 
and cozy. There were two large flat screen 
TVs in the restaurant that distracted from 
the general ambience, but which clearly 
pleased the Sunday-night football fans 
seated at nearby tables. 

My guest and I were seated at a table 
near one of the restaurant’s many large 

windows. The spot was great for people 
watching, as the restaurant is located near 
the shopping center’s movie theater in a 
pedestrian-heavy courtyard. Nearly every 
seat in the restaurant offers a great view of 
the outside landscape.

We were greeted immediately with 
menus and beverages, and decided to start 
with an order of pork egg rolls (plate of 
two, $3). The rolls were delicious with a 
crunchy, flaky exterior and a warm filling 
of pork, cabbage and carrots. The dish was 
served with traditional red sweet and sour 
sauce and definitely satisfied my craving 
for the classic Chinese treat.

For my entrée, I chose another 
traditional dish, General Tsao’s Chicken 
($10 dinner, $8 lunch). From experience 
I know the Chinese dish can vary from 
place to place, and I was not disappointed 
in China Café by Phoenix’s variation. The 
breaded chicken was served in a sweet 
and spicy brown sauce, with red peppers 
and served with a side of steamed white 
rice. The generous portion of chicken was 
chewy, but not overly crunchy, and it was 
surrounded by the brown sauce without 
being too saturated. The menu depicted an 
icon of a red pepper to warn of the dish’s 
spiciness, but in my opinion, it would be 
tolerated and appreciated by even the most 
delicate palate.

For seasoned Chinese cuisine goers, I 

also recommend the coconut shrimp curry 
($12). The yellow curry is infused with 
mild coconut flavors and is served over 
shrimp, sliced onions and peppers with a 
side of steamed white rice. The curry dish 
was running with more juices than the 
chicken dish, and the added sauce helped 
to soak the shrimp and veggies in the 
unique flavors. The amazing combination 
of sweet and tangy flavors made it difficult 
to leave leftovers.

The café’s staff was quick and attentive, 
and I got to satisfy my sweet tooth with the 
traditional fortune cookie that capped off 
the evening of Asian dining.
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2010. The new year is ready for you.

Accepting new patients 
Now in our new location

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com

At the Capitol    Texas primaries

By Patrick Brendel
In the March primaries, Texas voters 

will choose which candidates will repre-
sent their respective political party in the 
November general elections. The rules 
governing primary elections grew out of 
the state’s dominance by the Democratic 
Party until recent years.

Political parties are in charge of run-
ning their own primary elections. In 
Texas, primaries are open, meaning a 
voter can participate in either the Demo-
cratic, Republican or third-party primary 
election each year. Voters do not have to 
be registered members of a party to vote 
in that party’s primary, but voters can-
not participate in more than one party’s 
primary each year.

The first time more voters participated 
in the Republican primary than the 
Democratic primary was 1986. The only 
other years GOP primary votes surpassed 
Democratic primary votes were 1996, 
2000 and 2006.

Since 1990, Democratic primaries have 
drawn about 7.9 percent of Texas’ voting-
age population, and GOP primaries 
have drawn about 5.7 percent. Over that 
same time span, general elections have 
drawn about 37 percent of the voting-age 
population.

Before the insurgence of the GOP, the 
Democratic primaries determined the 

overall winners, for the most part, as 
Republicans put up only token opposition 
in the general election.

In the 1800s, parties had free rein in 
choosing their nominees for office. The 
1905 Terrell Election Law attempted to 
regulate the nominations process, estab-
lishing a mandatory statewide direct-
primary system for all state, district and 
county elective offices, according to the 
“Handbook of Texas.”

Before 1960, the state’s primaries were 
held in July, with runoffs in August. To 
benefit the potential presidential candi-
dacy of U.S. Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson, state 
laws were altered to move the primaries to 
May, with runoffs in June, so that Johnson 
could be nominated for re-election to the 
U.S. Senate and also be on the ballot as a 
presidential candidate.

Beginning with the 1988 primaries, 
state lawmakers moved up the party elec-
tions to March, with runoffs in April, to 
conform with Super Tuesday primaries in 
other Southern states. 

1970 1980 1990 2000 2008

U.S. Representatives, all 32 seats  2-year term

Governor  4-year

Lieutenant Governor  4-year

Attorney General  4-year

Comptroller of Public Accounts  4-year

Land Commissioner  4-year

Commissioner of Agriculture  4-year

Railroad Commissioner  6-year

Texas Supreme Court, three places  6-year

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
three places  6-year

State Senators, 16 seats  4-year

State Representatives, all 150 seats  2-year

State Board of Education, eight places  4-year

Court of Appeals Justices, various  6-year

District Judges, various  4-year

Criminal District Attorneys, all  4-year

County Judges, all  4-year

District  and County Clerks, all  4-year

County Treasurers 4-year

County Surveyors  4-year

County Commissioners 
Precincts 2 and 4  4-year

Justices of the Peace, except Place 1  4-year

Offices up for election in 2010

Texas voting turnout

vote %
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General  Democratic Primary  Republican Primary

Voting turnout spikes during presidential election years, compared to gubernatorial election years. 
While the race for governor will be the main focus in 2010, many other offices will also be on the ballot.

Dec. 3-Jan. 4, 2010 • Candidates file to be on ballot

Jan. 1-Feb. 23 • Mail-in ballot applications accepted 

Feb. 1 • Last day to register to vote

Feb. 16-26 • Early voting period

March 2 • Primary Election Day
Source: Texas Secretary of State

Important primary election dates
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Located in Round Rock in the Randalls Shopping 
Center at AW Grimes and Gattis School Road

2051 Gattis School Road Suite 150 
Round Rock, Texas 78664

Sunday - Thursday 11-11 • Friday and Saturday 11-12

512-310 WING (9464)
www.buffalowingsandrings.com

online ordering
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Dine-in only. Some restrictions may apply.
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New P&Z board members
The Leander City Council named 

Marcie Cox and Ron Boots to the plan-
ning and zoning commission Nov. 5. 

Cox, an accountant, will represent 
Place 2 and replaces Seth Tanner, whose 
term will expire in 2010. Boots will hold 
Place 3 after Josh Payne’s term expires in 
2010.

During their three-year terms, board 
members ensure proposed developments 
meet the city’s technical, environmental 
and aesthetic standards.

City and County Notes   Recent news

Cedar Park
Green grant

For the second consecutive year, Cedar 
Park was awarded a grant from H-E-B 
and Keep Texas Beautiful for the Green 
Bag Grants Program. The grants began 
in 2008 after H-E-B became one of the 
first major retailers to introduce resusable 
shopping bags. 

Cedar Park’s $3,000 grant will be 
used to expand the Kids Keen on Clean 
Program, which promotes environmental 
stewardship. 

Leander

Compiled by Staff

New water rate fee approved
Some residents in Leander will see a 

7.1 percent water rate increase under a new 
rate increase that the city’s council ap-
proved Nov. 5 for the 2009-10 fiscal year.

City staff recommended a rate increase 
between 7 and 14 percent to reflect an 
increase in costs associated with supply-
ing water to the city.

City Manager Biff Johnson said the 
7.1 percent increase was approved rather 
than the 14-percent proposal because the 
city did not want to make a profit from 
providing water to customers.

From left: Anne Cunic, Keep Texas Beautiful; Yvonne Lane, 
the City of Cedar Park; Jill Reynolds, H-E-B
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City to use own money for roadwork
Council voted Nov. 5 against accept-

ing about $2.13 million in grants from 
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion, opting instead to pay for the full 
cost of improvements to Crystal Falls 
Parkway with local taxpayer money.

Had the city accepted the state money 
it would have had to do an environmen-
tal study, which could delay the project 
up to 18 months. Even after the study is 
complete, there is no guarantee the grant 
would be awarded. The city plans to 
transform the two-lane county road into 

Improvements

N

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Bagdad Rd.

CR 273

Leander D
r.

183

a major four-lane urban roadway with 
raised medians, curbs and gutters.

Due to the economy’s downturn, 
construction costs will drop from 
$4.4 million to about $4 million. The 
project is set to start in April 2010.

Donation helps veterans memorial
The Cedar Park Veterans Memorial 

advisory group got a boost in November 
for its efforts to raise $100,000 for artwork 
in the city’s Veterans Memorial Park.

Pentad Corporation, a company that 
does contract work for the U.S. military, 
donated $25,000 to the memorial, which 
will be built in the park at 2525 New Hope 
Drive. The artwork is set for completion in 
2011 and Pentad encourages companies to 
match the donation. 

Visit www.cpvetmemorial.org.

Richard Jones, left, and Robert Rocha present a check on 
behalf of Pentad to Robert Carter, center, the president of 
the Cedar Park Veterans Memorial advisory group. 
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Rec center builders win award 
The company that built the Cedar Park 

Recreation Center was recognized in 
November for its work. Flintco, a 
national building company headquar-
tered in Tulsa, won the Associated 
Builders and Contractors Excellence 
in Construction Award for the center, 
located at 1435 Main St. 

The 47,500 sq. ft. center opened in July 
and has a double gymnasium with an 
elevated walking/jogging track, a cardio 

and weight area, babysitting area and 
three multiuse community rooms. 
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All loans and credit cards subject to credit approval. Member FDIC. © 2009 Copyright. 
www.cnbanktexas.com • 316 North Main, Taylor, TX 76574

Denis Phocas, Owner Alpha Granite  and Johnnie Mikeska, Branch President, Citizens National Bank  

At Citizens National Bank, we are helping businesses like Alpha 
Granite grow. They just moved to their new location at 915 West Howard Lane  
in Austin, expanded their facilities and added a showroom. We want to help 
your business the same way.

Just like always, we’re 
making business loans.

CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK
“Rated one of the nation’s strongest banks.”

2009 Economic Recovery Plan: As a part of the plan, new financing tools 
and programs are available for businesses. Ask us about reduced SBA lending 
fees, expanded eligibility and increased SBA assistance. 

Our lenders have SBA experience and offer quick service. For more information 
about available lending options, please contact us today at (512) 352-7641.

inyourhands.org
(512) 206-1266  

This holiday, make a difference in the lives of 
Central Texans. Donate a pint of blood and 
receive one  FREE PINT of Amy’s Ice Creams. 

Promotion runs December 9 – January 4.

Sponsored by

Simonton Winner of the JD Power Award 2 Years in a Row

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power 

Saver ProgramTM participating company, helping customers 
assess and treat their homes for improved energy effi ciency, 

comfort and value.

James Hardie
  Hardiplank
Roofs
Windows

LIMITED TIME OFFER

15% OFF AND

$500 BEST BUY
 GIFT CARD
Valid on new business contracted 
from 12/11/09 to 1/21/10. Minimum 
requirements. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

100% Financing Available

12 months No Interest Financing
Free Estimates

               Texas’ Largest
Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® 
Technology Partner

512-6-Siding  |  www.AlliedSidingAndWindows.com

Lot 1

2.48 AC.

Lot 2
2 AC.

Lot 3
2 AC.

Lot 4
2 AC.

Doe Run

Patricia R
d.

Jeff  Watson Homes

2 Acre Lots
Whitetail Estates

www.jeff watsonhomes.com

Only 2 left!

Please contact Ken Doocy:
(512) 848-3676

ken@jeff watsonhomes.com

*Price may change without notice.
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Leander Schools
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"Anything we can do to support 
environmental education is a great 
start because when you have an 
educated public, you have a concerned 
public. Education is so much power, so 

there is no better marriage 
than our location 

and environmental 
protectionism.”

— Dr. Laurence Meissner
 professor of biology 

at Concordia University 

warm and fuzzy,” he said. “Some people 
think of sustainability as strictly a green 
approach, but I think of it as in the end being 
able to be utilized for generations.”

For example, in Old Town Leander 
buildings that have been homes are now 
becoming businesses. The builders have 
gotten the most out of the resources that were 
used to make the buildings decades ago.

In recent years, a purpose-built building, 
such as a convenience store, generally does 
not meet the requirements for other uses, 
Howell said. To change uses, the building 
must be razed and a new one built in its 

Green initiative
CONTINUED FROM | 1

an educated public, you have a concerned 
public,” he said. “Education is so much 
power, so there is no better marriage 
than our location and environmental 
protectionism.”

The preserve has also inspired Don 
Christian, the dean of the College of 
Business, to organize a monthly speaker’s 
series about the role Christianity plays in 
environmental preservation that is free and 
open to the public.

In years past, the series generally covered 
business topics and how Christian values 
influenced those ideas. This year, he chose to 
focus on the environment because the new 
campus has changed the school’s identity.

“Moving to this new location says, ‘This 
is who we are,’ and makes us think about 
how we should care for creation,” Christian 
said. “Concordia will become a magnet 
for environmental discussion, a shaper of 
opinions as well as a place where opinions 
are shaped.”
Leander plans for the future

Leander officials adopted a guide Dec. 3 
to serve as an all-inclusive vision of the city 
for coming generations. 

Known as a comprehensive plan, the 
62-page document sets forth a policy of 
recommendations for all city business, 
including land use, future city planning, 
housing and parks.

Pix Howell, Leander urban design officer, 
said within those recommendations, green 
issues and sustainability are addressed in 
a number of ways. For instance, adapting 
rules for sustainable growth and setting 
guidelines for the reuse of wastewater 
help make sense environmentally and 
economically.

“Sometimes I get irritated with the use 
of green phraseology: Sometimes it’s just 
a blanket statement that makes you feel all 

kids do also.”
Cedar Park puts plans into action

Melanie Carr, communications manager 
for Cedar Park, said green products help 
cut costs in the long run and decrease the 
amount of resources it takes to do business.

“We hope that by participating in 
more green initiatives, it will put the City 
of Cedar Park in a position to lead our 
community in change and minimize our 
environmental footprint,” she said. “It is 
good for our environment and good for our 
bottom line.”

The U.S. Department of Energy awarded 
Cedar Park officials an Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Block Grant earlier this 
year. The money is given to cities to pay for 
improving energy efficiency, reducing energy 
use and lowering fossil fuel emissions. 

Cedar Park officials will spend the money 
on 11 projects, most of which rely on green 
technology to make a dent in the city’s 
consumption.

Carr said many green products are based 
on new technology. That means it often 
costs more to buy green products than their 
nongreen counterparts.

For example, more expensive technologies 
were used in the construction of the Cedar 
Park Recreation Center but city officials 
expect to recoup the costs in coming years.

Automatic switches turn off lights when 
no one is in a room, low-flow plumbing 
fixtures use less water and tinted windows 
and reflective roofing keep the building 
cooler during summer months. Another 
green measure at the recreation center 
includes an irrigation system that monitors 
weather and will not operate when there is 
sufficient moisture in the ground.

“It often requires more money upfront 
to get started, but the key is to look long 
term and that’s where the savings come into 
play,” she said. “The more companies and 
individuals go green, the more it will spur 
innovation for greener products.”

Concordia University Texas 
environmental programs
Bachelor of Arts in biology

Bachelor of Arts in environmental science

Bachelor of Science in biology

Bachelor of Science in environmental 
science

Environmental stewardship 
speaker series
Concordia University Texas, Bldg. A 
Auditorium, 1400 Concordia University 
Drive, Austin • 11:30 a.m. • Free • 313-5302 
www.concordia.edu/speakerseries
Feb. 4–Valerie Davis 
EnviroMedia Social Marketing
March 4–Rob Bradley 
Institute for Energy Research
April 1–Donna Berber 
Glimmer of Hope Foundation

Comment at more.impactnews.com/6434

Williamson County 
reduces consumption
County officials have started several 
green projects including:

Adding paper recycling bins to offices • 
Replacing some lighting with LED • 
bulbs to reduce electricity usage
Reducing water use in landscape • 
maintenance with installation of drip 
irrigation in the Justice of the Peace 
Center-Precinct 4, Justice Center and 
Central Maintenance Building
Reducing paper use by using paperless • 
documents for commissioners court
Buying and installing new LED • 
Christmas lights for the courthouse
Converting 24 of the 500 vehicles in the • 
county’s fleet to propane over the next 
two years will save about $275 per year 
per vehicle converted; 14 vehicles in 
the fleet are hybrids

Source: Williamson County Source: City of Cedar Park

Cedar Park receives 
green funding 
City leaders plan to use a $519,700 
grant to pay for green projects 
including:

Tools to reduce idle time at traffic lights• 
Energy-efficient lights for the library• 
Window tinting in some buildings to • 
reduce costs of cooling 
Motion-controlled lighting that • 
automatically turns off lights in empty 
rooms in city hall and justice center
Reflective roofing that will reduce costs of • 
cooling city hall and library
Heat, ventilation and air condition • 
upgrades for city hall, city hall server 
room, Treasure of the Hills Senior Center
Topsoil screener and conveyor system • 
will help separate materials for reuse 
and reduce construction waste that 
enters landfills

Source: Concordia University Texas

At a glance: Additional measures university and government leaders are taking to conserve 

place—the exact opposite of sustainability. 
The comprehensive plan places emphasis 

on preserving historical aspects of Leander; 
new building techniques, such as home 
designs that use recyclable or renewable 
materials; green spaces that use native 
vegetation; and trails that encourage 
walking and reduce the need for cars. 

Howell believes the end result is a 
community that is diverse architecturally 
and culturally and is attractive to 
employment and development in an 
environmentally responsible way.

“That makes the community as a whole 
more sustainable,” Howell said. “All the 
things that become important to people in 
their life cycle are here, and [residents] stay 
here throughout their life, and maybe their 

UNCLE SAM
WANTS

YOU
ToEnjoy
A great vacation
Just for purchasing

anewhome.
Extended for a limited

time, you can take
advantage of the $8,000
first time buyer tax credit
and a $6,500 tax credit
for second time buyers!

Maintenance is included
at MileStone’s Communities,
so you can have a worry

free vacation!

www.MyMileStone.com

Enjoyable
LOW

MAINTENANCE
LIVING

*Purchasers can spend their government credit however they want, a
vacation is just one of many possibilities. Actual terms of sale may vary.
Additional restrictions may apply and incentives are subject to change
without notice. Please contact a community sales representative
for additional information and/or requirements. Offer valid
for new contracts only. 
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Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Certifi edPreowned.com      913-3960

AUDI
2005 CABRIOLET 1.8T 29231 miles $19,900 C
2007 A4 2.0T 26136 miles $24,900 C
2008 A4 2.0TQ 25209 miles $28,888 C
2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 22086 miles $30,900 C
2008 AVANT 2.0TQ 13809 miles $38,900 C
2007 RS4 32841 miles $47,900 C
2009 Q7 TDI PRESTIGE 12946 miles $68,900 C
BMW
2007 BMW 328I SDN 32163 miles $23,900
2006 BMW X5 4.8I 32462 miles $33,995
CHEVROLET
2002 TAHOE 98572 miles $10,450
2005 TAHOE LT2WD DVD 48690 miles $17,900
2007 SUB LTZ 2WD DVD 49050 miles $29,700
DODGE
2008 RAM QUAD 4X4 7387 miles $23,900

FORD
2004 TAURUS 86450 miles $7,250
2005 FIVE HUNDRED 45954 miles $12,995
2004 EXPED EB 2WD 38551 miles $16,700
HONDA
2003 ACCORD SDN 107623 miles $9,995
2002 ODYSSEY EXL DVD 60949 miles $10,500
2004 PILOT 136024 miles $11,995
JEEP
2005 LIBERTY 102701 miles $9,750
2007 WRANGLER 36246 miles $17,753
LEXUS
2004 LEXUS RX330 57109 miles $19,995
2008 LEXUS IS-F 19960 miles $44,900
MAZDA
2006 MAZDA6 43850 miles $12,995
2007 RX-8 24520 miles $17,995

MERCEDES-BENZ
2003 M.BENZ CLK 320 25215 miles $20,900
2006 M. BENZ CLK 350 54260 miles $23,900
NISSAN
2006 ALTIMA 2.5-S 48576 miles $10,900
2004 MURANO SL 88668 miles $11,295
2007 MURANO 53221 miles $15,310
2008 XTERRA S 36138 miles $17,900
PORSCHE
2006 BOXSTER 40208 miles $29,995 C
2001 911 CARRERA 58773 miles $44,995
2008 CAYENNE 23957 miles $45,995 C
1996 911 TURBO 35100 miles $69,995
2008 911 CARRERA 12600 miles $77,995 C
SATURN
2003 VUE V6 79046 miles $7,200
2007 AURA 36859 miles $13,995

SUBARU
2008 IMPREZA I 7965 miles $16,289 C
2007 LEGACY WAGON 41329 miles $17,995 C
2009 FORESTER 6852 miles $21,486 C
2009 OUTBACK 2.5 LMT 2662 miles $22,995 C
TOYOTA
2007 CAMRY XLE 40063 miles $14,900
2007 4RUNNER SPT ED 36912 miles $22,900
VOLVO
2004 S40 1.9T ASR 67472 miles $10,975 C
2005 V50 2.4I ASR 48003 miles $17,759 C
2007 S40I ASR 34961 miles $20,475 C
2009 S60 2.5T ASR 25160 miles $23,900 C
2006 XC90 2.5T ASR 7 42319 miles $24,895 C
2009 V70 3.2 ASR 19272 miles $27,500 C
2008 XC90 7ASR NAV 31977 miles $31,995 C
2010 XC60 T6 AWD 4310 miles $35,800

$45,995 2008 Porsche Cayenne$28,888 2008 Audi A4 2.0T $23,900 2009 Volvo S60 2.5T  

Cedar Park Branch
1110 N Bell Blvd

Subject to credit approval. Your specific rate will be dependent upon your credit rating, your relationship with us and other factors. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice.
If you use your MasterCard to make purchases denominated in a foreign currency, you will be charged a foreign exchange fee by MasterCard to convert currency.

Open Saturdays, 9-4

Apply Online for Your Platinum 
Preferred Rate MasterCard® Today!

Rates!
We’ve Lowered
Credit Card 7.7%

APRPlatinumPreferred Rate

as low as

512-833-3300  or  1-800-580-3300  rbfcu.org

NOW
OPEN!
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By Kara Vaught
The Cedar Park City Council 

approved a contract with a 
new solid waste and recycling 
service provider Nov. 19. Central 
Texas Refuse will take over 
those services beginning Feb. 1, 
2010. CTR replaces Red River 
Waste Solutions, a provider the 
city contracted with in January 
2008. Cedar Park Assistant City 
Manager Jose Madrigal would 
not comment on why the contract 
with Red River Waste Solutions 
was terminated. 

With CTR, Cedar Park resi-
dents will receive single-stream, 
curbside recycling service, in 
which all recyclable materials are 
put into one large container for 
collection. Residents will also be 
able to recycle more materials.

The selection of a new solid 
waste and recycling service 
provider is one reason why the 
city declined to partner with the 
Austin-based nonprofit Ecology 
Action to keep open the recycling 
drop-off center it operated in 
Cedar Park, said Melanie Carr, 
city communication manager.

Ecology Action shut down its 
recycling center at 2665 Whit-
estone Blvd. in January 2009. 
Joaquin Mariel, Ecology Action 
staff coordinator, said the Cedar 
Park site was a drain on the 
group’s resources due to the time 
and cost of hauling goods to 
the group’s processing center in 
downtown Austin. 

Travis County has budgeted 
funds and is in the process of        
putting the operation of the collec-
tion center out for bid, but Mariel 
said the group has not decided 
whether it will bid on the job.

Recycling resources 
Cedar Park–Current 

Utility billing department:•	  
      401-5300, www.cedarparktx.us

Red River Waste Solutions:•	  877-
733-7483, www.rrwastesolutions.com

About:•	  Red River Waste Solutions 
provides Cedar Park residents with 
solid waste services, including 
curbside recycling. Materials for 
recycling are retrieved from the 
provided 18-gallon bins on the same 
day as garbage service; collection 
days vary by neighborhood. 

Accepts:•	  Dry newspaper and 
newspaper inserts (place in the 
bottom of bin), rinsed, drained and 
flattened plastics (remove caps and 
rings), rinsed, drained, non-aerosol 
cans and dry, flattened corrugated 
cardboard tied into manageable 
bundles

Charges:•	  $16.21 per month for 
garbage and recycling collection

Cedar Park–Beginning Feb. 1, 2010
Central Texas Refuse:•	  243-2833, 
www.centraltexasrefuse.com

About: •	 Recyclables will be collected 
from a single 96-gallon cart every 
other week on the same day as 
garbage collection; collection days 
vary by neighborhood.

Accepts: •	 Aluminum and tin cans, 
cardboard and chipboard (cereal 
and shoe boxes), newspaper, mixed 
paper, glass and plastics No. 1-7

Charges:•	  $18.38 per month for 
garbage and recycling collection

Leander
Utility billing department:             •	
259-1142, www.leandertx.org

Al Clawson Disposal Inc.•	 , 259-1709, 
www.clawsondisp.com

About:•	  Al Clawson Disposal Inc. 
provides solid waste and recycling 
services. Recycling is collected on 
the same day as garbage; collection 
days vary by neighborhood.

Accepts:•	  Clean and dry clear, brown 
and green glass, tin and aluminum 
cans, aluminum foil that has not 
contained food, dry newspaper and 
plastics No.1-7, except the very thin 
plastic containers in which berries 
are often packaged

Charges:•	  $13.26 per month for 
garbage and recycling collection.

Christmas tree recycling
Trees placed on residential curbsides • 
in both Cedar Park and Leander 
will be picked up, but not recycled, 
by each city’s solid waste service 
provider. Austin Wood Recycling, 
3875 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, 
accepts drop-offs of live Christmas 
trees, stripped of all decorations. 

In Cedar Park, trees may be brought • 
to city hall, 600 N. Bell Blvd. from       
9 a.m. to noon on Jan. 9.

The City of Leander will accept live • 
Christmas trees for recycling  from 
6 a.m. to 10 p.m. Dec. 26-Jan. 10 at 
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad.

Recycling centers
1  Austin Wood Recycling

3875 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-7430
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Accepts: Trees, shrubs and untreated, 
unpainted lumber and pallets. Land-
clearing services, container drop off and 
haul away is available. Live Christmas 
trees—stripped of decorations—are 
accepted after the holiday.

2  CDN Systems
12510 Trails End Road
Leander
913-6048
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
www.cdnsystems.com
Accepts: Items composed of non-
ferrous metals such as copper, 
aluminum, stainless steel, computers, 
circuit boards and batteries

3  Double D Salvage
14003 Rock Cliff Drive
Leander
259-5683
Thu.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Accepts: Anything made of copper, 
aluminum or brass, except microwaves, 
fluorescent lights with ballasts and 
anything that contained paint, 
chemicals or hazardous materials

Plastic bag recycling
Look for collection containers near the 
entrance of these stores.
4  H-E-B

170 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-5500
www.heb.com

5  H-E-B
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
528-0027

6  H-E-B Plus!
651 N. US 183
528-7700
Leander

7  Walmart Supercenter
201 Walton Way
Cedar Park
528-8746
www.walmart.com

New items that can be recycled in Cedar Park
Starting Feb. 1, Cedar Park residents will be able to recycle more items, thanks to a new solid 
waste and recycling service provider that the city approved in November. New garbage and 
recycling bins will be delivered to homes in the weeks leading up to the change. For more 
information, visit www.cedarparktx.us.

Cedar Park Jewelry

Is it time 
for a 
diamond?

512.259.9430
601 E. whitestone Blvd.

Bldg. 7, ste. 112www.cedarparkjewelry.com

Visit us at

Things to add to 
your recycling bin
Among the items that residents 
will be able to recycle are glass, 
a wider array of plastics and the 
shoe and cereal box material 
called chipboard. 

5

News Report Recycling services in Cedar Park and Leander
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My business:
Our personal relationship with First Texas Bank is 
starting its 10th year. Cheryl and I moved to Cedar 
Park in 1999 and have loved living in Central Texas. 
First Texas Bank is a Great local Texas Bank that has 
met our needs for several years.

As President of the Cedar Park Chamber of 
Commerce, I now enjoy the Banking relationship the 
Chamber is having with First Texas Bank. 

My banker:
The personal touch of having a Banker that understands 
your needs and has the ability to make decisions in a 
timely manner is my choice of Banking. Jerry Rose 
is one of those types of Bankers. It is a good feeling 
knowing your personal banker and we are pleased we 
chose Jerry Rose. His Banking experience and ability 
to offer a personal touch is a key asset. Jerry Rose

Vice President of 
Business Development

AT FIRST TEXAS BANK YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE

1901 Bagdad Rd., Cedar Park, TX 78613
259-2443 • www.fi rsttexasbank-rr.com

Harold Dean

1401 Medical Parkway • (512) 528-7000  
www.cedarparkregional.com

“I choose Cedar Park 
Regional Medical 

Center because 
together we’re 

making a positive 
difference in our 

patients’ lives.”
Dr. Nicole Basa

General and  
Bariatric Surgeon

Patient results may vary.  
Consult your physician about the 

benefits and risks of weight loss surgery.

As a general and bariatric surgeon, Nicole Basa, M.D., 

uses advanced technology to help her patients 

regain control of their weight. She chooses Cedar 

Park Regional Medical Center because of the  

support her patients receive throughout their 

treatment. “It’s a team approach to caring for our 

patients – from a dedicated bariatric coordinator 

who helps patients at each stage of the care process 

to knowledgeable and skilled dieticians, nurses, and 

physical therapists – everyone is involved in our 

patients’ journey to success.”

To find out more about our Bariatric Weight Loss 

Surgery Program or to attend a FREE informational 

seminar that could change your life, call (512) 528-7317, 

or visit our Web site at cedarparkregional.com.  

Seminars are held on the first Thursday of every month 

from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. in Classrooms 3 and 4 at Cedar  

Park Regional Medical Center.

45274_CEDA_Basa_10x6_04_4c.indd   1 11/19/09   11:05 AM

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Physician Assistant

Physician Assistant

Aesthetician

Trust the care of  
your skin to the 

providers at Lone 
Star Dermatology. 

Combining 
specialized 
training with 
advanced 

treatments to care 
for you.
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Community Corridor    Colonial Parkway: Vista Ridge Boulevard to Parmer Lane   Cedar Park

Residential
1 Bellamy Garden Homes is a 32-lot 

neighborhood featuring country French-
style architecture. Custom home-builder 
JW Development designed this 
neighborhood so it would create a “worry-
free” lifestyle for residents; all exterior 
yardwork is included as part of the 
homeowners’ association fee. Home sizes 
range from 1,360 to 2,423 sq. ft., and 
prices range from the $260,000s to 
$330,000s. 
527-3501
www.bellamygardenhomes.com

2 Colonial Grand at Silverado Reserve 
is a 256-unit apartment complex. Units 
are 680 to 1,410 sq. ft. and range from 
$600 to $1,100 per month. Amenities 
include a resort-style pool, outdoor grills, 
misters, 24-hour fitness center, business 
center, clubhouse, covered pavilions, free 
cable TV, and washers and dryers in every 
unit. 
260-9222 
www.colonialprop.com 
  

3 Colonial Grand at Silverado 
apartments offer residents a pool/patio 
area, outdoor grills, 24-hour fitness center, 
business center, clubhouse, free cable TV, 
and washers and dryers in every unit. The 
complex has 238 apartments ranging 
from 602 to 1,421 sq. ft. and $575 to 
$1,540 per month. 
260-2500 
www.colonialprop.com 
 
4 Altea at Silverado is a 300-unit 

apartment complex, ranging from 695 to 
1,332 sq. ft. apartments from $550 to 
$1,400 per month. Amenities include a 
resort-style pool and spa, outdoor grills, 
24-hour fitness center, business center, 
café area with coffee bar and TV, billiards 
room, DVD library, gift-wrapping station 
and on-site car wash with vacuum. 
260-0215
www.alteaapts.com 

Future land use
5 This 10.8-acre tract is owned by the 

City of Cedar Park and zoned as open 
space/greenbelt use. A trail is proposed to 
be included on the property, once the 
city’s trail master plan is updated. 
  

Business
6 Dr. Ditto R. Worley opened Salus 

Chiropractic in 2007. The full-service 
chiropractic practice offers family 
wellness for infants to adults through 
upper cervical care and Thompson 
techniques. Worley's office also offers 
massage therapy, yoga classes, some 
rehabilitation and in-house lectures on 
health topics. 
260-5252
www.saluschiropractic.com 
  
7 Eternal Nails and Spa II offers 

manicures, pedicures, waxing and facials. 
The salon is open Mon.-Sat. 9:30 a.m.-
7 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
260-8338 
  
8 Silverado Liquors opened in August 

and sells tobacco products in addition to 
beer, wine and liquor. The store is open 
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
260-6663 
  
9 Austin Radiological Association has 

15 locations in Central Texas, and the 
Cedar Park location opened in July 2009. 

The Cedar Park office provides bone 
densitometry, CT, digital screening 
mammography, MRI, general radiology 
(X-rays) and ultrasound. 
458-9098
www.ausrad.com  
  
10 Silverado Hair Salon opened in 
August. The full-service salon offers 
haircuts, color, perms, highlights, facials 
and waxing. The salon is open Mon.-Fri. 
9:30 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
260-2566  

11 Star Brite Cleaners performs all dry 
cleaning and laundry services on site. The 
store also offers clothing alteration 
services and cleaning options for 
household items such as rugs, tablecloths 
and bedding. The Cedar Park location is 
one of four Austin-area stores and 
includes a drive-thru. Star Brite is open 
Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sat. 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
986-7339
www.starbritecleanerstexas.com 

Silverado 
Ranch

The Home 
Depot

H-E-B

Goodwill

Colonial Pkwy.
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Bellamy Garden Homes1 Silverado Hair Salon10

Colonial Parkway connects residential 
areas to local shopping centers. There 
are no plans under way for the open land 
lining the corridor at this time. 
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Local History    Origin of Parmer name a result of misspelling?

By Karen R. Thompson
It’s one of those simple mistakes 

anyone could make while writing: 
transposing a letter or leaving one 
out or simply misspelling a word 
altogether. But could it be possible 
that a road, a school and a num-
ber of businesses were all victims 
of a simple misspelling?

County documents reveal 
Parmer Lane started out many 
decades ago as Palmer Lane, not 
Parmer. And as late as 1960, the 
City of Austin said the road was 
Palmer. Since then, Pflugerville 
ISD’s Parmer Lane Elementary 
School, The Parmer Lane Tavern, 
Parmer Lane Baptist Church 
and several others have all been 
named after the road.

For about 100 years, Austin 
was home to many families by 
the name Palmer. It was not until 
recent years that anyone named 
Parmer even lived in Travis 
County.

By 1880 there were six Palmer 
families in Travis County. Docu-
ments show 1900 and 1910 had 
five Palmer families. That num-
ber grew to 13 families by 1920 
and increased to 15 by 1930. Still 
no Parmer family in sight.

One early noted Palmer was 
four-star Gen. Bruce Palmer Jr., 
who was born in Austin in 1913 
to parents Brig. Gen. Bruce and 
Madeline Palmer. He graduated 
from the United States Military 
Academy in 1936.

When he was head of the U.S. 
Readiness Command, a portion 
of Bergstrom Air Force 87th Tac-
tical Reconnaissance Squadron 
was under his command.

Both the Charles Palmer and 
Edward Palmer families farmed 
in the area where Palmer Lane 
originated. It is believed that the 
road name was derived from 
either of these families. Often a 
road was named after 
the drive that led to 
the home or farm of 
a well-known family. 
Either of these farm-
ing families fit that 
scenario.

In 1940, Vernon 
Scofield began buy-
ing land in that area 
for Scofield’s Ranch. 
According to Vernon 
and Audrey Scofield, “everyone 
knew the road name was Palmer, 
and somehow in recent years it 

was misspelled to Parmer.” 
Lester Palmer was mayor 

of Austin from 1961 to 1963. 
Palmer Auditorium is named in 
his honor. At that time, it was 
still Palmer Lane. 

According to records at the 
Austin History Center and the 
Austin and Travis County map 
collections, the road name was 
Palmer as late as 1960. A large 
official map, created on linen 
by the City of Austin Planning 
Department in September 1960, 

showed the road name as Palmer. 
At that time the road was about 
five miles long and ran between 
IH 35 and FM 1325, between 
Kramer and Howard lanes.

City of Austin officials say the 
road was always Palmer in their 
records and any change to the 
name was done without their 
knowledge. Travis County has no 
information on the situation. 

Marcus Cooper at the Austin 
District office of the Texas 
Department of Transportation 

said as far as TxDOT is 
concerned, that road is officially 
Farm to Market 734. Cooper 
said if Austin or Travis County 
wanted to name the road, they 
were responsible for doing that.

In Williamson County the 
road is named Parmer Lane, 
most likely a case of Williamson 
imitating Travis County. 

Karen R. Thompson has written 
books on Williamson County, Round 
Rock and Austin. She previously man-
aged archives for Williamson County.

A 1960 city planning 
map from the Austin 
History Center shows 
Palmer Lane where 
Parmer Lane is now 
located. The map also 
shows the now demol-
ished Summit School.
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Eric Strelnieks, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center ERSTDAVIDS.COM

512-341-6428 

Know what to do in

an emergency? We do. 
  Our commitment, 24 / 7:
•  Quality, compassionate care.

•  Board certified emergency physicians

  and a highly trained ER nursing staff.

•  Specialists on call.

•  Advanced technologies for rapid

  diagnosis and treatment.

•  Accredited Chest Pain Center.

“In our ER, we know that seconds count for 
both the patient and their waiting families.”

Official Healthcare
Provider for:

In An Emergency,
Always Dial 911

I-35

N
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Nonprofit Profile 

Sherry McDonnell, executive director for Hill Country Community Ministries
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Hill Country Community Ministries

By Samantha Bryant
Canned goods, bread and 

boxed mixes line the shelves at 
Hill Country Community Min-
istries’ food pantry. But Sherry 
McDonnell, the executive direc-
tor for the nonprofit, said while 
the shelves are full now, dona-
tions of food are always needed.

“It’s amazing how fast it goes 
out,” McDonnell said.

The local nonprofit was 
founded in 1983 by a coalition 

of churches and is supported 
by local businesses and 
organizations. Now in its 26th 
year, the organization includes 
a food pantry, clothes closet and 
financial assistance for people 
going through a crisis or hardship 
in southwest Williamson and 
northwest Travis counties. 
The nonprofit has a location in 
Leander and serves 10 ZIP codes 
in the area.

A growing population and 

struggling economy have 
contributed to a surge in HCCM 
clients in 2009, McDonnell said.

As of October, HCCM pro-
vided some form of assistance to 
11,000 individuals, or 3,350 fami-
lies, in 2009. This is 23 percent 
more people than in the previous 
year. However, McDonnell said 
donations are about 18 percent 
behind HCCM’s budget needs.

She said the nonprofit is work-
ing to communicate the organiza-
tion’s needs to the community, 
but she does not see the demand 
decreasing anytime soon.

“The community is generous 
with us and we’ve had a good 
response,” McDonnell said. “It’s 
just that the demand is what it is. 
It’s taking more than what we’ve 
received in donations so far.”

HCCM is supported by 30 
member churches, 37 associated 
churches and approximately 50 
businesses and organizations, all 
which provide the ministry with 
finances, volunteers and support.

McDonnell said it takes 96 
volunteers a week to run HCCM.

Sharon Fitzpatrick is one of 
those volunteers. As a caseworker, 
she meets with clients and helps 

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Teen Health • Prenatal Counseling • Obstetrical Care
Annual Gynecologic Exams • Treatment of Abnormal 

Pap Smears • Family Planning • Menopause • Urinary Incontinence
Minimally Invasive Surgery • Treatment of Abnormal Bleeding

301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 407
Round Rock, TX 78665    

512.716.0971
www.lotusobgyn.com

University Blvd.Exit 256

Seton Center Pkwy.

FM
 14

60

I-35

CR 112

Specializing in Family Practice

Megan Passe N. P.  |  Dr. Elizabeth Burnell  |  Dr. Ron Mansolo  |  Glenda Velji N. P.

902 Crystal Falls Pkwy, Leander     512.259.2222

Leander
Primary Care

School & Sports Physicals Available

Accepting New Patients

Same Day Appointments

www.leanderprimarycare.com

183

Cry
sta

l Falls Pkwy
S. Bagdad Rd.

Advanced Eyecare for you and your family
Dr. Kim Wampler
& Dr. Jeff Wineinger
Therapeutic Optometrists
& Glaucoma Specialists

Comprehensive Eye Exams
Diagnosis & Treatment of Eye Disease
Designer Eyewear & Contact Lens
Lasik & Cataract Surgery Co-Management
Most medical insurance accepted

512.259.2020
202 Walton Way Ste. 116

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Do you participate in a fl ex spending account? Use them or Lose them! Most of these 
benefi ts expire Dec 31! Flex spending funds can be used on eyeglass frames and lenses, sunglasses, 
reading glasses AND contact lenses!! Come see us to take full advantage of your employee-sponsored 
benefi ts! **Shop: Gucci Fendi Oakley Juicy Couture Coach Maui Jim and more!**

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the 
Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.   
                     Within 1/2 mile of Henry Middle School and           
                               Vista Ridge High School.

1431
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Kenai Dr

Happy Hol idays  From Our Fami l ies  to Yours
Complimentary initial exam including• 
digital x-rays and photos
Extended before and after school hours• 
Most insurances fi led with multiple • 
interest-free fi nancing options
All treatment options and procedures• 
fully explained by Dr. Barnett
Innovation-C clear braces and •  
available
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Brushy Creek Rd
Kenai Dr

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the 
Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.   
              

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS

12171 W. Parmer Ln. Cedar Park, TX 78613 
www.averyortho.com  

512-260-0084

determine what services HCCM 
can offer to them and where she 
can refer them to for additional 
assistance. HCCM provides 
approximately $100,000 in 
financial assistance each year.

Fitzpatrick said volunteering 
has made her thankful.

“You can always write a 
check to some organization, 
but this really puts a face on it,” 
Fitzpatrick said. 

Many of those faces—about 
half of all new clients at HCCM— 
are recently unemployed and 
volunteer Jeanne Bryan said she 
knows she could easily be in that 
same position.

That is one reason why she has 
volunteered at HCCM since 1994 
and is the clothes closet supervisor. 

McDonnell said HCCM plans 
to implement new programs to 
serve their new clients better, 
but currently the organization is 
focused on meeting the increased 
need in the community.

“It takes it all,” she said. 
“Everything from somebody 
walking in the back door with a 
sack of groceries to a couple of 
trucks pulling up with 4[000] or 
5,000 items.”

Hill Country Community 
Ministries
1005 Lacy Drive, Leander
259-0360
www.hccm.org

How you can help:
1.  Volunteer
2.  Make a donation of money, food 

or clothing
 You can donate online at                 

www.hccm.org or mail a check to 
      P.O. Box 1064, Leander, Texas 78646.
 Donations of food and clothing 

are accepted at 1005 Lacy Drive, 
Leander.

3.  Give the ‘Gift of Hope’ 
 Donate to HCCM in honor of 

someone and send a Christmas card 
designed by local artist Kathleen 
McElwaine. People who donate 
will receive one card for every $10 
donation.

 To make a donation and receive an 
acknowledgement card, include your 
name and mailing address—make 
checks payable to and mail to:

 Hill Country Community Ministries
 P. O. Box 1064, Leander, Texas 78646.
 Write “Gift of Hope” on the memo 

portion of the check.
4.  Organize a food or clothing drive

N
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CATHERINE ROANE-BLAKER, M.D. CORNERSTONE OB/GYN
ANN BAYLOR, M.D.
JO CHOUDRY, M.D.
MICHELLE IRVIN, M.D.

OAKWOOD WOMEN’S CENTRE
MARK MAUNDER, M.D.
SUSAN ORTH, M.D.

GEO
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CATHERINE 
ROANE-BLAKER, M.D.

MELANIE 
PAGETTE, M.D.

JESSE 
JOHNSON, M.D.

CORNERSTONE OB/GYN
ANN BAYLOR, M.D.
JO CHOUDRY, M.D.
MICHELLE IRVIN, M.D.

OAKWOOD WOMEN’S CENTRE
MARK MAUNDER, M.D.
SUSAN ORTH, M.D.

GEORGE SHASHOUA, M.D.
STEPHANIE MICHEL, M.D.
PAUL MURPHREE, M.D.

ALISON RODRIQUEZ, M.D.
MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, M.D.

LONE STAR CIRCLE OF CARE
MARCELLUS PEARCE, M.D.
TARA HEYLIGER, M.D.

NOT PICTURED:  REBECCA L. DORSETT, M.D. , FRANK HINDS, M.D.

Choose the Doctors who choose St. David’s.

stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care

Just as moms-to-be have a choice of 
physicians, their physicians have a choice of 
hospitals. They choose the one they know 
provides the best patient care. St. David’s 
Round Rock Medical Center is chosen more 
often than any other health care facility in 
Williamson County. This is a trust we don’t 
take lightly.

Physicians share our commitment to 
exceptional care for any type of delivery, 
whether in our family birthing suites or 
Cesarean section surgical suites. 

They know that should an emergency arise, 
we are prepared with superior facilities and 
support staff. Our Neonatal Intensive Care 
Units (NICUs) are staffed by highly-skilled 
neonatalogists, specially-trained neonatal 
nurses and nurses experienced in all aspects 
of newborn care.

If you need help choosing a physician, our 
free physician referral service can help you 
find an obstretician and pediatrician to 

meet your family’s needs.

VISIT STDAVIDS.COM TO FIND A PHYSICIAN
OR CALL 512.478.DOCS (3627)  

StDavids_OB_RRMC_10x6.04.ai   10/19/09   10:52:05 AM
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Frank Rhodes’ Cedar Park home at 2410 Sharon Drive is decorated with 93,000 to 95,000 lights. 
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The Anna Court neighborhood has collected funds for the Blue Santa Program for the past three years. 
Seven homes are decorated with thousands of lights. 

Ken and Jan Nicol decorated their home at 2004 Marysol Trail with lights, nativity scenes and 28 
poinsettias. Their mailbox displays lights and a letter from Santa. 

Inside Information    Christmas light displays in Cedar Park and Leander Compiled by Melissa Mixon

Some local residents are turn-
ing their love of Christmas into 
a time-consuming hobby that 
transforms their homes and 
neighborhoods into a real-life 
winter wonderland. Below are 
just a few of the many decorated 
homes in the area that are bring-
ing holiday cheer. A few are even 
helping a good cause. 
1  2410 Sharon Drive

Every year around November, 
Frank Rhodes starts preparing 
for Christmas. For the Cedar 
Park resident, that means taking 
one to two weeks off from his 
computer programming job and 
spending 12 to 14 hour workdays 
at home to decorate the outside 
of his house for Christmas.

With 93,000 to 95,000 Christ-
mas lights—an amount that 
stretches four miles long—Rho-
des needs all of the extra time 
he can get to transform the red 
brick home into a true Christ-
mas scene, with everything 
from a 40-foot arch of lights to 
synchronizing all of the lights to 
Christmas music.

“Sometimes I’ll think, ‘It’d 
be nice if I didn’t have to [put 
up Christmas lights] this year,’” 
Rhodes said. “But when I see 
little kids light up, I’m like, ‘OK, 
this is why I’m doing it.’”

For the past nine years, Rhodes 
and his family have decorated 
their home at 2410 Sharon Drive 
with thousands of lights. Rhodes 
said his “addiction” to Christmas 
lights started 12 years ago when 
his wife assigned him to decorat-
ing one tree in their yard.

“I wrapped it [with lights] 
and was like, ‘That’ll look neat 
if I add more lights,’ So, I did.” 
Rhodes said. “My wife called it 
the burning bush.”

There are some sacrifices to his 
hobby, however. Aside from the 

time it takes, Rhodes tacks on 
an extra $450 to his electric bill 
between December and January. 
During those months, his wife 
refers to herself as the “Christmas 
widow” because Rhodes spends 
most of his time in the yard.

Rhodes uses his light display 
to collect food and donations 
for Hill Country Community 
Ministries, a local nonprofit that 
helps families in crisis and in 
poverty. Since he started helping 
three years ago, Rhodes and his 
family have raised roughly $5,500 
and several thousand pounds of 
food for HCCM from people who 
drive by to see his lights. 

“People used to always say, ‘This 
has got to cost a lot, let us help 
pay,’” he said. “I say, ‘No I do this 
because I want to. But if you’re 
willing to donate, let’s collect.’”

The lights are on daily from 
5:45 to 10:30 p.m. Listen to FM 
95.9 to hear the music that plays 
in sync with the light show.
2  Anna Court

Residents in this Cedar Park 
cul-de-sac rallied together under 
the commonality of loving Christ-
mas and wanting to help others. 

At Christmas time, roughly 
seven houses turn into a Christ-
mas fantasy with traditional 
nativity scenes, peppermints 
dangling from trees and giant 
lollypops dotting yards. 

The lights also go to a good 
cause: For the past three years, 
residents on the street have col-
lected donations and toys for 
the Blue Santa Program, which 
helps children in need over the 
holidays.

Norman Andrighetti said he 
and his neighbors meet in the 
summer to discuss how they will 
decorate their homes. He said 
they plan to keep decorating 
each year, so long as none of the 

neighbors move.
“If we had one dark house in 

the middle, I guarantee we’d 
decorate it while they were sleep-
ing,” he said.
3  2004 Marysol Trail

Ten years ago, Jan and Ken 
Nicol started decorating their 
home for Christmas. It started 
with a small nativity scene, but 
each year the couple added more. 

This year, their Cedar Park 
home at 2004 Marysol Drive 
is decorated with thousands 
of lights, two nativity scenes—
including a large one that is 
displayed in the window of their 
home—and 28 poinsettias.  
Other lighted areas
CeDAR PARK
4   From Lakeline Boulevard, 

take a left at Cedar Hills 
Boulevard and then a right at 
Castleguard Way. 

LeAnDeR
5  Horizon Park subdivision 

closest to Toll 183A south of 
East Crystal Falls Parkway
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Pflugerville Bob Sheehan can 
tell you in amazing detail about 
the watches once owned by 
former financial adviser and 
convicted fraudster Bernard 
Madoff. An assortment including 
an 18-karat gold, black-faced 
vintage Rolex and 39 other 
designer timepieces was just a 
small part of a 200-lot inventory 
of jewelry and collectibles 
auctioned Nov. 14 in New York. 

When the U.S. Marshals 
Service took possession of 
Madoff’s home in July, the items 
became government property. 
Gaston & Sheehan Auctioneers 
directed the live auction of 
Madoff’s personal assets, which 
was simulcast online to enable 
virtual participation. The auction 
was held to help raise $500,000 
to compensate the Ponzi scheme 
operator’s victims.  

Gaston & Sheehan Auctioneers  1420 Hwy. 685
251-2780 • www.txauction.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6402

N

Pfennig Lane

685

Opportunities to coordinate 
events of this nature don’t come 
along often, but Gaston & Shee-
han Auctioneers has seen its fair 
share of high-profile cases due to 
its contract with the U.S. Mar-
shals, allowing them to auction 
seized and forfeited jewelry, art, 
antiques, gold, silver and collect-
ibles anywhere in the country. 

of hiring temps who don’t have 
the experience, might not show 
up, are unprofessional and spend 
all day texting or on Facebook,” 
Jenkins said. “They know that 
someone who is 50 plus is going 
to be more responsible.” 

Central Austin Austin Java, 
BookPeople, Waterloo Records: 
All are iconic Austin businesses 
that travelers flock to the minute 
they hit town—before they even 
get their luggage.

While airline passengers to 
other places are often greeted 
at the terminal with chain gift 
shops, prepackaged sandwiches 
and imported beer, visitors to 
Austin get their first taste of 
the city right when they get off 
the plane. At least, that is the 
philosophy directing business 
decisions at Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport, which 
marked its 10th anniversary in 
the spring, officials said.

“It’s not like you get off and  
see a Taco Bell, Pizza Hut and 
Chili’s. It’s unique. People like 
that,” said Terry Mahlum, 

Keep Austin-Bergstrom 
weird

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6331

Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 
Business ProfilesTop Stories    

Northwest Austin Some people 
dream of spending their senior 
years lying on sunny beaches, 
visiting grandchildren and 
fiddling in the garden, but for 
others, a permanent vacation is 
not in the cards. The latter are 
the people that Allison Jenkins 
targets. 

Jenkins and her mother, 
Holly DeLeon, founded Senior 
Work Solutions, an employment 
agency that focuses exclusively 
on finding jobs for adults older 
than 50. The business specializes 
in filling gaps in the workforce 
with senior-level experience. 
The company is young, but 
has already received national 
attention and hundreds of clients.

“A lot of employers are tired 

Senior Work Solutions 1101 Capital of Texas Hwy., Bldg. H, Ste. 200 
Employers: 745-5597 • Job seekers: 371-6835 • www.seniorworksolutions.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6250

district manager for Delaware 
North Companies, a hospitality-
concessions company contract-
ed by the City of Austin to run 
businesses in the airport.

Delaware North employs 
about 160 people to work in the 
airport’s stores and restaurants. 
A separate company, News & Gift 

Walk-up restaurants in Austin-Bergstrom are designed to accommodate hungry and hurried travelers.

Pflugerville The Pflugerville 
Community Development Cor-
poration has finalized an agree-
ment with Avant Technology Inc. 
to help facilitate the company’s 
move to Pflugerville, which will 
bring approximately 150 jobs to 
the area by January 2010.

Established in 1985, Avant 
Technology manufactures dy-
namic random access memory 
modules for clients worldwide 
in the computing, data and tele-
communication industries. 

“We basically buy, sell and 
manufacture memory mod-
ules—anything from your 

Avant Technology 
to bring 150 jobs to 
Pflugerville

Avant Technology manufactures memory modules 
for clients worldwide in the computing, data and 
telecommunication industries. 

standard laptop and desktop to 
server units and flash units,” said 
Todd Hector, the company’s gen-
eral manager. “Avant is probably 
the largest memory manufacturer 
in North America.” 

The company will relocate its 
corporate headquarters from 
Burnet Road in Austin to the 
million sq. ft. industrial 
office park, Verde Springbrook 
Corporate Center, located near 
the intersection of Toll 45 and 
Heatherwilde Boulevard at 828 
New Meister Lane. 

Pflugerville’s most notable 
asset is its triple Freeport exemp-
tion, under which businesses 
involved in the export of tangible 
property are exempt from prop-
erty taxes paid on inventory. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6405

Shops International, has about 40 
employees in its shops, Mahlum 
said. Delaware North is head-
quartered in Buffalo, N.Y., and in 
charge of concessions in major 
attractions like the Grand Can-
yon.
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Play ball
Northwest Austin On Oct. 
23, Concordia University Texas, 
11400 Concordia University 
Drive, held a ground breaking to 
celebrate the start of construction 
on its new baseball field. The field 
is planned for completion by the 
first home baseball game in the 
upcoming season. The university 
received a $1.5 million donation to 
go toward the field and received 
an additional $300,000 gift from 
former Concordia baseball player 
Scott Linebrink, now playing with 
the Chicago White Sox. Visit
www.concordia.edu.

Sweet treat
Southwest Austin Locally 
owned cookie delivery shop Tiff’s 
Treats opened a new location at 
3201 Bee Caves Road in Westlake 
Nov. 14. The business has two 
other Austin locations and offers 
homemade cookies and brownies 
for delivery and pickup. Visit 
www.tiffstreats.com.

Downtown ice skating
Central Austin Whole Foods 
Market, 525 N. Lamar Blvd., 
transformed its rooftop into an 
ice skating rink for its annual 
“Skating on the Plaza,” open 
from the day after Thanksgiving 
until Jan. 17. For $10 per hour, 
adults and children can skate 
atop the store’s flagship location. 
Call 476-1206 or visit www.
wholefoodsmarket.com.

Here comes the science
Round Rock Texas A&M 
Health Science Center 
celebrated the grand opening of 
the first building on its new Round 
Rock campus Dec. 10. A ribbon 
cutting and open house were 
held at the new building, located 
at 3950 N. A.W. Grimes Blvd. Visit 
http://tamhsc.edu.

Neighborhood Dining Community Impact    

Georgetown Matt Saltus and 
his business partners approach 
owning a restaurant the same 
way that they approach cooking 
good food: They are open to 
everything and are willing to 
try something new. The partners 
used to own seafood restaurants 
in the New York area, but they are 
now trying their hand at Italian 
food in the form of Amante’s in 
downtown Georgetown. 

Saltus and his partners con-
stantly taste and tweak recipes on 
the restaurant’s menu.

“There’s been no sacred cow 
from the very beginning,” Saltus 
said. “We’re constantly tasting 
everything to make sure it tastes 
like we want it to.” 

Saltus and his girlfriend Kim 
Daskam opened Amante’s Sept. 
10 in the old Romeo’s location. 

Amante’s  701 S. Main St.
869-6662

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6349

City Council Notes

Local History

Austin The uncertainty 
surrounding this year’s Trail of 
Lights was settled in November 
when the City of Austin 
announced it is moving forward 
to produce a free, nine-night 
event called the Zilker Tree 
Holiday Festival. Featuring a 
lighted pedestrian footpath 
display, a holiday concert, nightly 
entertainment and concessions, 
the festival will run Dec. 13-21. 
from 6-10 p.m. The full-scale Trail 
of Lights, which traditionally 
occurs on the north side of Zilker, 
will not be a part of the festivities.

Anchored by the Zilker Tree, 
a 152-foot-tall tree of lights that 
has been an Austin tradition 
for 43 years, all festival events 
and attractions will take place 
on the Zilker Park grounds 
surrounding the tree and the 

Trail of Lights scaled down

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6287
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Barnstormers
Taylor In preparation for World 
War I, the United States trained 
pilots at airfields throughout the 
country. The closest to William-
son County was Kelly Field in 
San Antonio. Most military pilots 
learned to fly a Curtiss JN-4, also 
known as a Jenny, while training. 

After World War I ended in 
1918, the government sold a large 
portion of its surplus war material, 

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6347

Central Austin To visit Green 
Pastures Restaurant is to travel 
back in time. Some may picture 
corseted ladies in lace-trimmed 
gowns visiting on the wrap-
around porch. Others may envi-
sion a young soldier returning 
from World War II to share 
a homecoming meal with his 
family.

Green Pastures is tucked 
away in the Bouldin Creek 
neighborhood on Live Oak 
Street, in what was once south 
Austin. When pulling up the 
long drive, a Victorian-era 
mansion is revealed, its white 
siding contrasting against lush 
greenery. Strolling peafowl greet 
diners under a canopy of live oaks.

Owner Bob Buslett is an Austin 
native who also owns the three 

Green Pastures Restaurant  811 W. Live Oak
444-4747 • www.greenpasturesrestaurant.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/6324

area Tres Amigos restaurants. 
Buslett began working at Green 
Pastures in 1973 as a busboy. 
He later became a waiter and a 
manager and eventually bought 
out the partners in 2003.
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The restaurant is authentic to its 
core, even down to its antique 
lighting and its recipe for tomato 
soup.

Saltus’s sister went to cooking 
school in Bologna, Italy and the 
recipes she learned while there 
are now used at Amante’s.

including a number of Curtiss 
JN-4 planes. The planes, which 
cost the government $5,000, were 
sold to the public for as little 
as $200, which allowed many 
demobilized pilots to purchase 
them. This led to barnstorming—a 
form of entertainment where 
pilots performed aerial stunts for 
the public for a fee.

Zilker Hillside Theater, south 
of Barton Springs Road. The 
city will hold the official Zilker 
Tree-lighting ceremony at 7 p.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 6. The tree will 
remain lit through Dec. 31.

The announcement comes 
after months of financial studies 
and discussions, including 
considering outside vendors’ bids 
to produce the Trail of Lights 
Festival. City staff is not making 
a recommendation to move 
forward with granting a contract 
for services this year, but will 
assess what to do early next year.

Parking for this year’s festival 
will be $10 per vehicle, and Barton 
Springs Road will be closed to 
through traffic from Stratford 
Lane to Robert E. Lee Boulevard 
from Dec. 13-21.

www.austinurgentcare.com
Mon-Sat 8a-8p  • Sun 9a-5p   •  10625 W Parmer Suite D400

Health care when YOU need it!

512.733.9400512.733.9400

• Physician always on site to treat 
  patients. 
• Online paperwork for faster check-in.
• On site x-ray for prompt evaluation of 
  possible sprains and breaks.
• Extended hours work with YOUR 
  schedule.

wwwwww
Mon-Sat 8Mon-Sat 8

Special Holiday Hours: 

Christmas Eve 8-4 pm

Christmas Day 12-4 pm

New Years Eve 8-4 pm 

New Years Day 10-4 pm

( 5 1 2 )  9 0 4 - 0 6 7 2 
2 0 0  U N I V E R S I T Y  B L V D . 

S U I T E  # 3 4 0
R O U N D  R O C K ,  T X  7 8 6 6 5

Lumineers • Wisdom Teeth Extraction Sedation Dentistry
In-Office Bleaching • State-Of-The-Art Dentistry  
Digital X-Ray • General and Cosmetic Dentistry

W W W. K E E P R O U N D R O C K S M I L I N G . C O M

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R : 
C O M P L I M E N TA R Y  B L E AC H I N G  W I T H 
C O M P L E T I O N  O F  N E W  PAT I E N T  E X A M , 
X - R AY S  A N D  C L E A N I N G .

D R .  A N G E L A  N I K N A M 
I S  N O W  P R A C T I C I N G  AT  H E R
 N E W  O F F I C E  I N  R O U N D  R O C K .

W E  WA N T  T O  S E E  Y O U  S M I L E

Don’t let your 
insurance benefits go
to waste, make your 
appointment before

 the year ends!
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Adult & Pediatric Allergy
Asthma & Clinical Immunology

1508 Leander Rd.
Georgetown, TX 78628
(512) 931-2288

4204 E. Stan Schlueter Lp.
Killeen, TX 76542

(254) 690-2800

1201 Sam Bass Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78681
(512) 388-1861

6600 S. Mopac Expwy Ste. 2180
Austin, TX 78749

(512) 892-3336

DR. BRIAN TERRY MILLER
DR. UDAY K. REDDY

DR. ANTHONY R. HENRY

JENTRY RIDDLE, PA-C
DONNA PROKOP-FETTIG, PA-C

  Allergic Headache
  Asthma
  Hay Fever
  Food Allergies
  Bronchitis
  Sinusitis
  Eczema
  Drug Allergies
  Urticaria (Hives)

SPECIALIZING IN:

Ac ce p t i n g  m o s t  m a j o r  i n s u r a n c e s.  C a l l  t o  s c h e d u l e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t. 

Diplomate American Board of Allergy 
and Immunology

Certifi ed Physician Assistant

1201
Rouo nn
(512(512

103 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 610-3388

w w w . a l l e r g y c e n t e x . c o m

OFFERING:
 Bariatric Weight-Loss  

   Surgery

 Non-Surgical Weight-Loss
   Program

Minimally Invasive General Surgery and Bariatrics.

ALAN ABANDO, 
M.D., F.A.C.S.

Board Certi� ed General Surgeon
General & Bariatric Surgery

NICOLE R. BASA, M.D.,
F.A.C.S.

Board Certi� ed General Surgeon
Fellowship: Minimally 

Invasive & Bariatric Surgery

w w w . c e d a r p a r k b a r i a t r i c s . c o m

Call Today: (512) 260-3444

1401 MEDICAL PARKWAY B, STE 101 • CEDAR PARK, TEXAS 78613

. c e d a r p a r k b a r i a t r i c s . c o m
DICAL PARKWAY B STE 101 • CEDAR PARK TEXAS 78613

NEW SERVICE • NOW OFFERING: 
Non-Surgical Medical • Weight Loss

Call to set your $19 Initial Consultation
512-260-THIN (8446)

www.centerformedicalweightloss.com

P r o v i d i n g  P e r s o n a l  a n d 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C a r e

BEFORE AFTER
I was blessed to fi nd Dr. Basa. She and her staff  ensured that I was 
adequately prepared for my weight loss surgery and were committed to be 
there for me in the journey to my new life! Thanks!  
Actual patient photo and testimonial*

OFFERING

MiMiiMiiMiMi iiininiin mmallllllyy yy IInInvava isisiveve GG Genenerer lalal SS Sururgegegg ryryryyyy a a a a dndnd BB Bara iiiaatttrt iicicss.ll l d

P r o v i d i n g  P e r s o n a l a n d 
C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C a r e

“own a car”

We can help.
11 convenient locations

aplusfcu.org
512-302-6800 • 800-252-8148

“I have fulfilled
one of my dreams

of a new car.
Thanks A+!”

–Wanda R.

COMING IN NOVEMBER!Leander Branch

Leander Branch  Now opeN!

Exceptional patient care•	

Flexible office hours, with several •	
locations open from 7 a.m. – 11 p.m.

14 locations throughout Travis, •	
Williamson and Hays counties 

A new ARA location is  
opening in January 2010 at  
3201 S. Austin Avenue, 
#105 in Georgetown

Handicapped-accessible parking•	

Most insurance plans accepted and filed•	

Leading edge technology•	

Body/cross-sectional imaging•	
Interventional radiology•	
Mammography and women’s imaging•	
Musculoskeletal imaging•	
Neurointerventional surgery•	
Neuroradiology•	
Nuclear radiology•	
Pediatric radiology•	

Our bOard-certified radiOlOgists 
have subspecialty training in:

Expert Physicians, 
Exceptional Convenience

SCHEDULING (512) 458-9098         www.ausrad.com

AUStIN RADIoLoGICAL ASSoCIAtIoN

Your Choice for Medical Imaging
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Community Icon    Former mayor served at pivotal time

By Melissa Mixon
Pat Bryson never desired a life of 

politics, but it was her own curiosity that 
put her at the center of them in Leander, 
during one of the most pivotal times in 
the city’s history.

Bryson, originally from the north Texas 
town of Quanah, moved to Leander in 
1979 after marrying. At the time, the city 
had roughly 1,500 residents and the clos-
est grocery store was at FM 620. 

“I said, ‘I don’t know if I’m going to 
like that,’” Bryson said of when she first 
moved to the city. 

Leander also did not provide city water 
or sewage services, so residents had to get 
their water from privately owned wells 
and used septic tanks for sewage, Bryson 
said. Sometimes residents would run out 
of water when they bathed. 

“You’d be taking a bath, all soaped up, 
and all of a sudden you didn’t have any 
water. I kept water in gallon jugs just in 
case,” she said. 

Bryson, who worked in Austin prior to 
her move, started asking questions about 
why residents did not have street lights or 
addresses and street names. 

Someone finally told her that she should 
run for city council and find out the an-
swers, which is exactly what she did. 

With the help of her husband, Bobby, 
she made her own campaign signs and 
then hit the streets. Bryson, who is mod-
est to this day when talking about her 
accomplishments, never asked people 
to vote for her, but encouraged them to 
participate in local government. 

In April 1980, Bryson was elected to the 
city’s council. Only months later, in Octo-
ber, she was appointed to serve as mayor, 
making her the first and only female 
mayor in the city’s history. 

“You learned a lot right quick,” she said 
of joining the council. “I had no idea what 
I was getting into, but I did the best job I 
could do.” 

Tough choices
Serving on the council was not always easy.
For Bryson, one of the toughest votes was 
whether to open a city golf course. Bryson was 
personally against it because she thought it 
would cost taxpayers in the long run, but she 
supported the measure after asking residents 
what they wanted. 

“I said, ‘If you live in Leander, stand up if you 
want the golf course.’ And almost everyone in 
the room stood up,” Bryson said. “You have to 
do what you think is best for the city.”  

Pat Bryson, Leander mayor from 1980-1990

And many city officials, even today, 
credit Bryson with bringing water and 
sewer lines to the city, opening it up to 
growth and development. 

“During her tenure, the very tough 
decisions that she and her council made 
have made us what we are today, and I, for 
one, appreciate what Mayor Bryson did,” 
Leander Mayor John Cowman said. “She 
basically guided Leander in [the city’s] 
infancy.”

Bryson lobbied to get water and waste-
water for the city, something that took 
her to Washington, D.C., into the offices 
of former U.S. Reps. J.J. Pickle and Lloyd 
Bentsen.

Under her tenure, Bryson and her 
council secured water for the city from 
Stillhouse Hollow. They also built sewer 
lines, paved all of the streets in town 
and opened the city’s first public library.
Because the city had so few people on staff 
at the time, getting things done in the city 
often meant you had to do it yourself. 

“Sweeping and mopping, we did what-
ever had to be done,” she said.

Bryson’s husband, along with a coun-
cilmember, built the city’s first dog pound 
while Bryson was in office. 

When the city needed a new police car, 
it was Bryson and the city’s secretary who 
secured a new one.  

“I said, ‘I don’t know. Why don’t we go 
buy a new one? We can make payments 
for what we’re paying to get this one 
fixed.’ So we went to the car dealer and 
said, ‘Could we buy a car?’” Bryson said.  

She left office in 1990, and the work she 
did for the city was recognized in 2002, 
when the city’s new municipal hall was 
named for her. 

“When they raised the piece of paper up 
to show what it was going to be, I couldn’t 
even talk. I’m still flabbergasted that they 
did it,” Bryson said. 

Council meetings are currently held 
there and a picture of Bryson hangs inside 
the building. 

Bobby served on the council for eight 
years after Bryson left office, and since 
then Bryson, who still lives in Leander, 
said she has not kept up with city politics 
that much. Still, she said, she is mostly 
happy with the city’s direction and she 
takes pride in what she and her council 
were able to do for Leander.  

“I’m proud of what we did because we 
did it all,” she said. 
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Chris Smith, left, leads Bridgehook Songwriters, which meets every Wednesday at It’s a Grind Coffee House in Cedar Park. 
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By Joseph M. de Leon 
When Chris Smith needed a way to moti-

vate himself to write more tunes, he formed 
a music circle for inspiration. Now the 
group’s talent will benefit underprivileged 
children during the holidays.

Bridgehook Songwriters, five Cedar 
Park-area musicians who meet weekly to 
practice music, released a holiday CD Dec. 
4. Proceeds from the disc, which costs $10, 
will benefit Cedar Park Blue Santa. 

“It really means a lot to me to participate 
in this project because we have a lot of 

Entertainment Profile Area musicians release holiday CD to benefit Blue Santa

opportunity to play in some really fantastic 
places in Cedar Park,” Smith said. “To be 
able to get together with some really tal-
ented musicians and create, in most cases, 
original music and have that help a good 
cause for our local community is really 
special for us.”

In May, Smith, who works in public 
relations, started Bridgehook Songwriters 
group to inspire his musical imagination. 
The group includes local musicians Karen 
Chisholm, Mark Lewis, Philip Q. Morrow 
and Sam Riggs. 

“In the past, I had a real tough time com-
ing up with some way to motivate myself 
to write more music,” Smith said. “Now 
with Bridgehook, we all come in and have a 
discussion about music. We give each other 
feedback, and it’s been working really well 
to get us all to come up with more music.”

The group meets every Wednesday at 
It’s a Grind Coffee House in Cedar Park. 
Members pick a song topic, then each artist 
has a week to write music about the idea. 
During the following session, the group 
critiques the songs, picks a new theme and 
the process continues. The group is open to 
experienced musicians. 

Topics have included addiction, coffee 
shops and the holidays.

When Dave Siebold, owner of It’s a 
Grind, heard some of the Christmas songs, 
he knew there was potential to boost the 
group while raising money for charity.

“I thought Christmas time would be an 
easy time to sell CDs as gifts, and we all 
agreed on Blue Santa as a charity,” Siebold 
said. “I think it would also be a great way 
to get these guys some recognition and let 
people know there are some good local art-
ists right here in Cedar Park.”

The city’s police department sponsors 
the Cedar Park Blue Santa program, which 
provides local children in need with gifts 
during the holidays.

Smith said exposure for the artists is a 

secondary goal, but he is proud the group 
came together to make a CD.

Smith recorded, mixed and mastered 
most of the songs on the disc. That included 
taping songs in bedrooms, mixing audio 
on his computer and shopping local CD 
replication companies.

“It’s been a motivational experience to 
have a purpose, to drive toward a target and 
to help our community,” he said. “It’s also 
been a great thing to get all the kinks out of 
a process like making a CD. Musicians have 
a problem with starting things and often 
never finish them.”
For a video interview with Bridgehook members and 
music clips, visit more.impactnews.com/6422. 

Bridgehook Songwriters
It’s A Grind Coffee House, 700 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 100, Cedar Park • 6 p.m. Wednesdays 
259-2220

“Bridgehook Holiday Volume I”
The CD includes 14 holiday songs from 10 Cedar 
Park-area artists. The disc is available for $10 at 
It’s a Grind Coffee House and Vino100 in Cedar 
Park and other locations. Proceeds benefit 
Cedar Park Blue Santa. Call 850-6463.

Cedar Park Blue Santa
The nonprofit arm of Cedar Park Police 
Department that collects holiday gifts for 
underprivileged children will distribute presents 
10 a.m.-noon Dec. 20. To donate or register to 
receive gifts, call 773-5878.

Thanks for being part of  
a successful anniversary celebration.

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center and its Healthy Woman Chapter  
would like to thank these organizations for their partnership in improving the lives of women in our community.

2009-2010 HealthyWomanPartners
 — PLATINUM PARTNERS — 

— GOLD PARTNERS — 

Healthy Woman offers monthly presentations and events  
covering a wide variety of women’s issues, all designed to improve your life and the lives of those you love.  

To join Healthy Woman, go to www.cedarparkregional.com, or call (512) 528-7100. Membership is free, and the benefits last a lifetime.

. .

1401 Medical Parkway • (512) 528-7000 • www.cedarparkregional.com
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Last year, your donations helped 
Goodwill serve more than 10,000 Central 

Texans with barriers to employment!

WWW.AUSTINGOODWILL.ORG

IMPROVE LIVES AND STRENGTHEN 
THE COMMUNIT Y

Dr. Mani Subramanian, 
M.D., F.A.C.P.

Board Certifi ed in Hematology/
Oncology and Internal MedicineCedar Park Oncology  •  921 W. New Hope Drive Ste 702

Now accepting patients at our 
new Cedar Park o�  ce

According to The America Cancer Society: 
regular screening examinations by a health 
care professional can result in the detection 
and removal of precancerous growths, as 
well as the diagnosis of cancers at an early 
stage, when they are most treatable.

We urge you get an annual exam.

We are participating 
providers for...

Medicare• 
Medicaid• 
Tricare (Military)• 
BlueCross/BlueShield• 
Other major insurance plans• 

Cancer Care Close to Home

Open Year Round
Mon. - Fri. • 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education...

By Joseph M. de Leon
Students in some Cedar Park classrooms 

could soon spend part of the day learning 
in Vietnamese. It is not a foreign language 
class—the program is for students whose 
primary language is Vietnamese.

Leander ISD officials plan to offer a 
bilingual prekindergarten class in Viet-
namese for the 2010-11 school year. The 
district has not yet selected a school to host 
the program. 

Tina Dozier, English Language Learner 
program director, said the goal for students 
in the program is the same for all district 
students: to be equipped with the tools 
they need to be successful when they leave 
the district.

The only difference with the dual- 
language program is that some instruction 
is given in the students’ native language.

“First of all, it honors the native language 
of the child,” Dozier said. “You’re also 
honoring diversity and culture.”

Studies show students who master 
subject matter in their primary language 
are far more successful at mastering those 
subjects in a second language, Dozier said.

State law requires school districts to offer 
classes in a student’s primary language 
when 21 or more students who speak a 
language other than English are enrolled 
in a single grade level across the district. 

The requirement for Vietnamese classes 
was met for the first time in the district 
during the 2009-10 school year, but district 
officials have waived the requirement for 
now to develop a plan for the following 
school year. 

Dozier said officials are preparing for 
the program by researching Vietnamese 
language curriculum and searching for a 
certified bilingual Vietnamese teacher. 

District officials will continue to monitor 
the number of primary Vietnamese-speak-
ing students enrolled in the district to 
make sure the number does not dip below 
21 in a single grade level.

Dozier said the program must start at 
the lowest grade level to create a founda-
tion for students. Each year, the next 
grade up may be included in the bilingual 

Education Focus

Norma Hernandez teaches English Language Learner students Lesly Perez and Juan Fajardo at Westside Elementary School.
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Primary Vietnamese-speaking 
students on the rise
These numbers show the largest number of 
students in a single grade level across the 
district. District officials said these numbers 
have fluctuated in the past few years. 

program. The program is not available to 
students after the fifth grade, but they may 
receive ESL support.

In the early 1990s, LISD started offering 
support to the district’s growing number of 
students who primarily spoke Spanish. 

Starting this year, the district is offering 
a Spanish dual-language program to more 
than 450 students at Bagdad, Knowles, 
Westside and Whitestone elementary 
schools. 

In the Spanish program, participants 
in kindergarten through fifth grade learn 
subjects in Spanish and English. The 
ultimate goal is bilingualism and to ease 
students into all-English classrooms.

In sixth grade, ESL teachers help students 
who still need support.

More than 600 LISD teachers have been 
trained in ESL in the past six years, and 
Dozier hopes that eventually all teach-
ers in the district will be trained in ESL 
teaching strategies. 

Source: Leander Independent School District
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Bilingual program enrollment 
The number of primary Spanish-speaking 
students in LISD’s dual language program has 
increased 242 percent since 2000.
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Year Highest number by grade level
2007 17 students in third grade
2008 20 students in third grade
2009 21 students in first grade

Source: Leander Independent School District

LISD’s bilingual program to expand
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GuideVolunteer
 1house at a time  is dedicated to financial empowerment for 
low-income families, community building and renewable energy 
education and advocacy. It creates pathways to self-sufficiency for 
struggling homeowners and informs the public about the benefits, 
both financial and environmental, of renewable energy, energy 
efficiency and conservation. Volunteers weatherize and improve the 
energy efficiency of homes by installing various products.
6404 Wilbur Drive, Austin 78757 • 577-9296 
www.1houseatatime.org

 American Cancer Society  hopes to reduce the cancer mortality 
rate and cancer incidents through early detection, prevention and 
advocacy. Volunteer opportunities include the Road to Recovery and 
Reach to Recovery programs, assisting at health fairs, fundraising, 
office duties and Relay for Life.
2433 Ridgepoint Drive, Ste. B, Austin 78754 • 919-1800 
www.cancer.org

 American Red Cross of Central Texas  ensures disaster planning, 
preparedness, community disaster education, mitigation and 
response, as well as assisting military members and their families 
in times of crisis. Red Cross volunteers perform a variety of services 
including assisting in disaster relief, casework processing and  
staffing shelters.
2218 Pershing Drive, Austin 78723 • 928-4271 
www.centex.redcross.org

 Angel Food Ministries - Hill Country Nazarene Church  is a 
nonprofit, nondenominational organization dedicated to providing 
grocery relief and financial support to communities throughout the 
United States. Volunteers help with the distribution and unloading  
of goods.
1750 Bagdad Road, Cedar Park • 259-0881 • www.hcnaz.org

 Annunciation Maternity Home  offers new beginnings to teenagers 
and women experiencing crisis pregnancy. Volunteer opportunities 
include mentoring and life skills training for mothers, working at the 
daycare center, providing transportation, administrative support and 
helping at special events.
3610 Shell Road, Georgetown • 864-7755 
www.thematernityhome.org

 Austin Dog Alliance  is a rescue organization offering community 
education programs and pet therapy training. Volunteers participate 
in youth activities, event coordinating, administrative tasks, fostering 
dogs and marketing.
12129 RM 620, Ste. 401, Austin 78750 • 219-8793 
www.austindogalliance.org

 Austin Groups for the Elderly - Elderhaven Williamson County  
provides care for seniors with special needs. Volunteers help with 
entertainment, yard work, clerical duties and more.
110 S. Brown St., Round Rock • 255-4865 • www.ageofaustin.org

 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas  pairs volunteers with 
young people in need of mentoring and positive role models.
1400 Tillery St., Austin 78721• 472-5437 • www.bigmentoring.org

 Bikes for Goodness Sake Foundation  provides bike shop quality 
bikes to children in need.
12530 Research Blvd., Austin 78759 • 680-8659 • www.bikesfgs.org

 Blue Santa - Hill Country Christmas Bureau  brings some Christmas 
cheer to families who might not otherwise have gifts and food. 
Donations will be given to Cedar Park and Leander families in late 
December. 
1624 Shenandoah Drive., Cedar Park • 773-5878 
www.hillcountrychristmas.org

 Breast Cancer Resource Centers of Texas  is a grass roots, nonprofit 
organization created by breast cancer survivors. The center exists to 
serve women with breast cancer, their families and support systems, 
women who have questions about screening and biopsy, and others 
in the community who are concerned about breast cancer issues.
2000 Scenic Drive, Georgetown • 942-4689 • www.bcrc.org
12221 MoPac, Austin 78758 • www.bcrc.org
2300 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock • 248-2645 • www.bcrc.org

 Camp Agape Bereavement Camp for Children  is a summer camp 
program designed specifically for children who have lost a loved one. 
The free, Christian-based service offers all the fun of a typical summer 
camp, along with group-therapy activities to assist the children with 
their bereavement process.
P.O. Box 1484, Marble Falls, 78654 • 830-385-8916 
www.campagapetexas.org

 CASA of Williamson County, Texas  recruits, screens, trains and 
supervises volunteers to provide “guardian ad litem” representation
for abused and neglected children to help them reach a safe and 
permanent home.
605 E. University Ave., Georgetown •  868-2822 • www.casawctx.
com

 Cedar Park Public Library Foundation  volunteers help repair and 
process books, prepare materials for the children’s program, help with 
special events and assist with other library needs. Volunteers must be 
14 or older, and adults must pass a background check.
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600 
www.cedarparktx.us/library

 Central Texas SPCA  is a no-kill shelter that provides care for home-
less animals. Volunteers assist with direct animal care, fundraisers and 
adoption.
909 S. Bagdad Road, Leander • 260-7722 
www.centraltexasspca.org

 Central Texas Trail Tamers  is a group of ready volunteers that 
donates labor to lessen the burdens of government for projects that 
enhance public use and protection of environmentally sensitive parks 
and preserves.
P.O. Box 12045, Capitol Station, Austin 78711 
464-1205 • www.trailtamers.org

 Charity Craft Volunteer Network  and its volunteers create hand-
made quilts, toys and other items for those in need.
9725B Anderson Mill Road, Austin 78750 • 219-0321  
www.charitycraftcenter.org

 Fairy Godmother Foundation  helps underprivileged high school 
girls attend their prom, homecoming or any special evening by giv-
ing them dresses, surrounding them with positive role models and 
encouraging future success. Open year-round by appointment only.
501 Tyrone Drive, Leander • 507-6364 
www.austinfairygodmother.org

 Faith in Action Caregivers - Northwest  assists older adults in 
maintaining quality of life and independence. Volunteers provide 
transportation, home repairs and companionship to the elderly.
10633 Lake Creek Parkway, Austin 78750 • 250-5021  
www.fiacaregivers.org

 Family Link  is a nonprofit organization devoted to linking children 
who need homes with foster and adoptive parents in Central Texas.
8700 Manchaca, Unit 604, Austin 78748 • 945-8953 
www.familylinkkids.com

  Friends of the Cedar Park Public Library  is a nonprofit, supportive 
group of volunteers established in September 1980 to promote 
the library within the community. Its purpose is to support and 
strengthen the library’s resources and services to the public.
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park • 401-5600 
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/li_friends.aspx

 Girlstart  volunteers encourage girls to pursue math, science and 
technology through after-school programs and mentorship. 
1400 W. Anderson Lane, Austin 78757 • 916-4775 
www.girlstart.org

 Goodwill Industries of Central Texas  employs people with
disabilities. Volunteers work in retail locations performing stocking 
and customer service duties.
75 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park • 249-5300
2051 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park • 331-9363
1911 N. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park • 259-4392
3100 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 259-8553
651 N. US 183, Ste. 160, Leander • 528-9894
www.austingoodwill.org

 Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County  teams build quality 
houses for impoverished families. Volunteers assist in construction 
and clerical tasks.
701 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 863-4344 
www.williamsonhabitat.org

 Hill Country Community Ministries  is a nonprofit corporation that 
provides food, clothing and financial assistance for people in crisis or 
poverty in southwest Williamson and northwest Travis counties.
1005 Lacy Drive, Leander • 259-0360 ext. 205 • www.hccm.org

 Hope Connections Pregnancy Resource Center  offers assistance to 
families experiencing planned and unplanned pregnancy. Volunteers 
assist with clerical tasks and counseling services. Donations of dia-
pers, baby clothes and maternity clothes are accepted year-round. 
2701 S. US 183, Ste. C, Leander • 260-8855 • www.hcprc.org

 Hospice Austin  provides compassionate, end-of-life care for patients 
and their families. Volunteers assist staff in caring for patients. There 

www.westernroofingtx.com
I N S U R A N C E  R E S TO R AT I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S 15505 N O R T H  I H  35 •  P F LU G E R V I L L E, T X  78660

Western States
Roofi ng Contractors
Association

MIDWEST ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
ASSOCIATION

51 2 - 4 4 0 -76 6 3

1 0  Y E A R  W A R R A N T Y
$250 OFF 

Any Re-Roofi ng Project

F R E E
INSPECTIONS!

I N S U R A N C

51
Over 220,000

sa
tis

fi e
d customers

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



impactnews.com   December 2009  |  31  

This guide is not a comprehensive list of  
all area organizations that need volunteers. If 
your organization is not included, please e-mail 
us at listings@impactnews.com and we will add 
it to our online list.

For more Central Texas volunteer  
opportunities, visit  
www.impactnews.com/volunteerguide

will be a volunteer training session Feb. 16-27, 2010.
4107 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 100, Austin 78759 • 342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org

 Humane Society of Williamson County  is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion founded in 1979. Its mission is to provide innovative programs and 
services to eliminate pet overpopulation and to improve the lives of 
pets and people in Williamson County. Volunteers must be 8 years old or 
older.
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

 Just Because Christmas Project  is a nonprofit program that was 
established in 1992 in association with St. William’s Parish of Round 
Rock. The project serves underprivileged families that live outside the 
city limits of Round Rock or that do not get help from other agencies. 
Volunteers are needed the Friday and Saturday before Christmas to 
help sort goods, wrap presents and distribute items.
620 Round Rock West Drive, Round Rock • 748-1763 
www.austindiocesemedicalmission.org

 Leander Community Club  seeks volunteers to assist in organizing 
free events designed to bring the community together.
106 W. Willis St., Leander • 259-9119 
www.leandercommunityclub.org

 Literacy Council of Williamson County  improves adult literacy in 
the county. Volunteers tutor adults and help them earn their GED.
2411 Williams Drive, Ste. 1, Georgetown • 869-0497 
www.literacycouncil-wc.org

 Lone Star Circle of Care  provides primary health care for uninsured 
patients in Central Texas. Volunteers help with administrative tasks 
and act as patient advocates.
1500 W. University Ave., Ste. 103, Georgetown 
686-0207 ext. 10128 or 10170 • www.lscctx.org

 Meals on Wheels - Leander, Cedar Park & Liberty Hill  makes and 
delivers nutritious meals to housebound members of the community. 
Volunteers deliver meals by bike or car.
Bagdad Activity Center, 351 N. Bagdad Road, Leander • 259-0288 
www.wbco.net/services_meals.html

 Miracle League at Town & Country  is a baseball league for children 
with special needs. Volunteers work in concessions, help the children 
play, provide coaching and more.
P.O. Box 200277, Austin 78720 • 335-7434 
www.miracle.tandcsports.org

 Mobile Loaves & Fishes - St. Thomas More  is a social outreach 
ministry for the homeless and indigent working poor. Its mission is to 
provide food, clothing and dignity to those in need. It accomplishes 
this mission by delivering food every night of the week.
10205 RM 620 North, Austin 78726 • 258-1161 • www.mlfnow.org

 Notes of Hope  is a non-partisan, non-political organization that sends 
notes, cards, poems and letters to bereaved military families.
Church of the Savior, 3402 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 968-2644

 Project Linus - Williamson and Travis County Chapter  provides 
handmade blankets for children going through difficult times.
110 Ridgewood Drive, Georgetown • 930-4792 
www.projectlinus.org

 R.O.C.K. (Ride On Center for Kids)  is a nonprofit provider of thera-
peutic horseback riding for children and adults with cognitive and 
physical challenges. There are opportunities to volunteer directly with 
the students, with the horses, in the office and on committees.  
2050 CR 110, Georgetown • 930-7625 • www.rockride.org

 Round Rock Area Serving Center  is a nonprofit social services 
agency and food pantry that serves the Round Rock, Hutto and Wells 
Branch areas by providing financial assistance for rent, utilities, trans-
portation, temporary lodging and prescriptions.
1099 E. Main St., Round Rock • 244-2431 • www.servingcenter.org

 SafePlace  seeks to end sexual and domestic violence through safety, 
healing and prevention for individuals, families and the community. 
Volunteers work directly with families and individuals as well as 
provide assistance through indirect service, in more clerical or admin-
istrative roles. They accompany survivors to court, plan children’s 
birthday parties, deliver toys to SafePlace for clients for the Holiday 
Giving Program and more.
P.O. Box 19454, Austin 78760 • 267-7233 • www.safeplace.org 

 Samaritan Health Ministries  provides low-cost healthcare services 
to the uninsured. Volunteers support medical professionals by doing 
administrative duties or serving as translators. Medical profession-
als may also donate their time. Pharmacy technicians, physician 
assistants, nurse practitioners, physicians, dental hygienists and more 
are needed.
700 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park • 331-5828 • www.theshm.org

 Scottish Rite Learning Center of Austin Inc.  provides dyslexic 
individuals with a proven research-based, multisensory approach for 
learning the basic language skills of reading, writing and  
spelling through the ongoing charitable commitment of the Scottish 
Rite Masons.
12871 N. US 183, Ste. 105, Austin 78750 • 472-1231 
www.scottishritelearningcenter.org

 STARRY  provides shelter and foster care to abused and neglected 
children, as well as family counseling. Volunteers maintain facilities 
and care for children, and they can also help in the mentoring pro-
gram that partners with the Round Rock ISD.
1300 N. Mays St., Round Rock • 246-4259 • www.starryonline.org

 Susan G. Komen for the Cure - Austin Affiliate  provides support, 
outreach and research in the fight against breast caner. Volunteers are 
needed to help with Race for the Cure, special events, public policy, 
public relations, community outreach and more.
3508 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 300, Austin 78704 
473-0900 • www.komenaustin.org

 The Volunteer Center  is the central clearinghouse for volunteerism 
in Williamson County. The center coordinates with local nonprofit 
organizations to place volunteers where they are best suited.
1099 E. Main St., Round Rock • 733-7625 • www.volrock.org

 Treasure of the Hills Senior Center  provides a place for seniors to 
gather for games and fellowship.
408 Ridgewood Drive, Cedar Park • 331-6000 
www.toth-seniors.com

 Twin Lakes Family YMCA  volunteers assist in many programs that 
build stronger families and communities. Most volunteer opportuni-
ties are for youth coaches and special events.
204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 250-9622 
www.ymcagwc.org

 United Way of Williamson County  helps local nonprofits and com-
munity programs.
1111 N. IH 35, Ste. 220, Round Rock • 255-6799 
www.unitedway-wc.org

 Way Off Broadway Community Players  is an all-volunteer non-
profit that produces plays and musicals for the public. 
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 259-5878 • http://wobcp.org

 Williamson County Brown Santa  provides assistance to families 
in Williamson County living outside the city limits of any town or 
city within the county not providing a similar program. Brown Santa 
purchases toys, books and other gifts for children in need. Volunteers 
help with special events and box up gifts.
Williamson County Cedar Park Annex, 350 Discovery Blvd.
Cedar Park • 943-1400 • www.wilcobrownsanta.com

Wolf Ranch Town Center, 1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 700         
Georgetown • 943-1400 • www.wilcobrownsanta.com

 Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center (WCCAC)  is a 
nonprofit organization that provides assistance to abused children, 
non-offensive family members and the professionals dedicated to 
the intervention, investigation, prosecution and treatment options 
related to child abuse cases. Volunteers are needed to greet families.
1811 SE Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3701 • www.wilcocac.org

 Williamson County Crisis Center Hope Alliance  provides services 
and counseling to victims of sexual assault and violence. Volunteers 
answer crisis calls and assist in a variety of programs.
1011 Gattis School Road, Ste. 106, Round Rock  
255-1212 • www.hopealliancetx.org

 Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter  provides care for 
homeless animals. Volunteers assist the staff and walk dogs.
1855 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3322 
www.wilcopets.org

Compiled by Samantha Bryant and staff
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A LIGHTER YOU.  
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YOU CAN’T PLAN ON A HEART ATTACK.  
BUT YOU CAN PLAN ON SURVIVING ONE.

HAVE A PLAN FOR CHEST PAIN. Planning for a heart attack is the fi rst step to 

surviving one.  Know whom to call. And where to go. The emergency team at 

Scott & White Hospital in Round Rock is accredited by the Society of Chest Pain 

Centers – and specially trained to quickly and accurately diagnose and treat 

you. Make your plan for chest pain today at myheartplan.org.

www.myheartplan.org

Your Choice. The Trusted Choice.
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Texas Oncology–Round Rock
2410 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 150

Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-341-8724

Texas Oncology–Cedar Park
1401 Medical Parkway B, Ste. 412

Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-260-6050

Texas Oncology–Seton Williamson
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 104

Round Rock, Texas 78665
512-687-2300

www.TexasOncology.com

SURVIVE 
CANCER

Call Now For Details:
Derrick Payton (512) 506 -2503 or Brandon Gilley (512) 506 -2504

190 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park, TX 78613

RESERVE

TODAY!

Executive 
Conference Room

*No reservation or use fees. Reservations and times must be approved through Branch President. 

www.webfnb.com

Member FDIC

• Absolutely FREE*

• Perfect For Local Businesses

• Comfortably Seats 10 Individuals

• Professional Environment

• Available During Branch Business Hours
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full time in the office,” Walsh said. 
“I ran for DA in 1976. The basis 
of my campaign was that I would 
be tough on crime and be a full-
time district attorney, and I was 
elected.” 

Around that time, crimes such 
as robbery and drug offenses 
became more prevalent, which 
led the county’s top elected law 
enforcement officials to make a 
decision: enough was enough. 
Walsh, along with Bill Lott—the 
26th District Court judge—and 
then Williamson County Sher-
iff Jim Boutwell, would meet to 
discuss ways they could work 
together to convince criminals 
that they were serious about be-
ing tough on crime, Walsh said.

Two cases, in which both de-
fendants were sent to prison, set 
the tone for what would eventual-
ly give the county its reputation. 

“It was those early cases and 
those early sentences that began 
to get some publicity,” Bradley 
said. “Then it began to develop 
by word of mouth, this notion 
that people who commit crimes 
in Williamson County are going 
to get caught and they are going to 
get punished. I think it had more 
to do with the certainty that that 
was going to happen, and the cer-
tainty that the punishment was 
going to be fitting the crime that 
began to develop that reputation.”

Criminals know that cross-
ing the Williamson County line 
signifies more than a change in 
geographic borders: It means 
harsher sentences, officials said.

“Not everyone pays that much 
attention to geography, but 
within the criminal element, I 
certainly think the professional 
burglars had a good sense of 
where the county line is,” said 
Ken Anderson, the 277th Dis-
trict Court judge.
Too tough? 

For the past 30 years, the 
county’s crime stance has been 
welcomed by residents and re-
f lected in the sentences that ju-
ries dole out, both former and 
current county officials said. 
However, all acknowledge that 
as the county has grown and the 
population has diversified, the 
reputation—along with the way 
the county prosecutes crime—
has been scrutinized.

The county’s tough-on-crime 
position has often been com-
pared to Travis County, which 
officials in both counties say 
has a more liberal reputation.

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Crime

Comment and find related links at
more.impactnews.com/6435

“A police officer pulls someone 
over for what he thinks is just 
a traffic ticket, and he calls in 
the information of that person. 
He is making judgments on how 
to behave and how to protect 
himself based upon what he 
gets back,” he said. “If another 
jurisdiction has failed to put 
in critical information about 
that person’s criminal history, 
then that officer is both putting 
himself in danger and failing to 
protect the community.”

For 2007 Williamson County 
had a 96 percent reporting 
rate, while nearby counties, like 
Travis and Hays, had rates of 
64 percent and 80.5 percent, 
respectively. 

county’s tough-on-crime atti-
tude has spread not because of 
heavy sentences necessarily, but 
because of the county’s effort to 
promote it.

“[John Bradley] has continued 
with what was sort of a tradition 
of saying, ‘We’re not Austin, and 
we’re not running around here 
smoking dope and laughing it 
off. We believe in the old stan-
dards, and we’re going to prose-
cute accordingly,’” Minton said.

Bradley and others point out 
that while it is the high profile 
cases that make the news, a large 
number of cases end with plea 
agreements, not jury trials, and 
the county has several rehabili-
tative programs.

Bradley said he prosecutes an 
average of 2,000 cases a year, and 
of those cases about 50 receive a 
sentence of 20 years or more.
Recognized

Despite criticism from others 
for being too tough, state offi-
cials have shown their support 
of the county’s work.

In September Gov. Rick Perry 
handpicked Bradley to serve 

on the Texas Forensic Science 
Commission as chairman. 
State legislators also praised the 
county in the last legislative ses-
sion for the county’s accuracy in 
reporting criminal history in-
formation to the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety. Law en-
forcement and attorneys use the 
data for everything from crimi-
nal background checks during 
traffic stops to building cases 
against defendants.
A reputation’s evolution

Bradley said that every time he 
selects a jury, he asks why they 
moved to Williamson County. 
The answer, inevitably, is good 
schools, low unemployment and 
low crime rate.

The county’s average crime 
rate is lower than the regional, 
state and national averages, 
something that Bradley said is 
“no accident.”

While the crime rate has re-
mained low, some have ques-
tioned if what the county does 
in reality is the same as what the 
county has touted. Some also 
question whether the reputation 

still fits, given how the county is 
changing.

“You’ve got young people 
from Round Rock and you’ve got 
young people from all around 
that are very different in their 
attitudes. They’re going to be 
much closer in their mindset to 
people in Austin than they’re 
going to be with the people who 
are my age that were running 
things and had the attitude of 
being as strong,” Minton said.

However, others might say the 
changing demographics make 
law enforcement work harder to 
maintain that tough-on-crime 
attitude.

Walsh said he believes the coun-
ty could be considered tougher 
now on defendants than when he 
prosecuted in the 1970s and ’80s. 
Those who have played a part 
in its continuance say they are 
proud of the reputation’s results.

“I think we still have that 
reputation, and I think it is a good 
reputation to have,” Walsh said.

Ed Walsh served as Williamson County district attorney from 1977 to 1985. 
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" ... it began to develop by word 
of mouth, this notion that 
people who commit crimes in 
Williamson County are going to 
get caught and they are going 
to get punished. I think it had 
more to do with the certainty 
that that was going to happen, 
and the certainty that the 
punishment was going to be 

fitting the crime 
that began to 
develop that 
reputation.”

— John Bradley
Williamson County 

district attorney

Criminal history 
reporting law

State Sen. Florence Shapiro, 
R-Plano, sponsored a bill that 
requires counties with criminal 
history-reporting rates lower than 
90 percent to establish committees 
by November 2009 to develop 
data-reporting plans. The data is 
reported to the Texas Department 
of Public Safety and provides 
everyone from police officers 
to prosecutors with detailed 
information on a person’s criminal 
history. 

Williamson County District 
Attorney John Bradley said having 
proper information is crucial. 

“I think people try to contrast 
us a lot, but the truth is that you 
won’t find a lot of difference in 
areas like violent crime and 
things of that nature,” Travis 
County District Attorney Rose-
mary Lehmberg said. “I think 
we both reflect what we hear 
from juries, our constituencies, 
on those kinds of matters. Theirs 
is a much more conservative 
population in general, though 
it is changing some. I think as 
Williamson County grows and 
people begin to study causes of 
crimes and reforms of criminal 
justice, you will see more people 
understanding or believing, par-
ticularly in drug cases, that per-
haps locking people up forever 
doesn’t get you very far.”

Williamson County officials 
said their prosecutions and sen-
tences are fair, however, and 
they ref lect the desires of the 
community and jurors.

Anderson recalled his first 
case when he started as the 
county’s district attorney in 
1985. It was an armed robbery 
case, and Anderson offered the 
defendant a plea agreement to 
serve 20 years in prison. But the 
defendant, thinking he could 
get a lesser sentence with a jury 

trial, refused the deal. So An-
derson recommended to the 
jury that the defendant receive 
40 years; however, when the ver-
dict came, jurors handed down 
a sentence of 55 years.

Roy Minton, an Austin defense 
attorney who has represented 
clients in several high profile 
cases, said he approaches cases 
in Williamson County the same 
way he would in Travis County, 
even though he is aware of the 
difference in the two counties’ 
reputation. Minton said he re-
spects Williamson County’s 
prosecutors and believes the 
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FREE CHECKING                     250+ FREE ATMs

15 METRO LOCATIONS

*AnnuAl PercentAge rAte. All rAtes Are exPressed “As low As”. ActuAl rAte mAy vAry dePending on credit quAlificAtions. **Austin 
telco will PAy All stAndArd closing costs on Home equity loAns below $100k. AdditionAl non-stAndArd fees will be tHe 
resPonsibility of tHe member. ***rAte APPlies to 1st lien commerciAl reAl estAte loAns witH A loAn to vAlue of 80% or less; 
construction/develoPment loAn rAtes/terms mAy be different. no Pre-PAyment PenAlty. ****AnnuAl PercentAge yield. PenAlties for 
eArly witHdrAwAl mAy APPly. All APr’s, APy’s And terms Are subject to cHAnge witHout notice. PleAse cAll for detAils. tHis credit 
union is federAlly insured to At leAst $250,000 Per member by tHe nAtionAl credit union AdministrAtion.

www.atfcu.org                            512.302.5555

HOME EQUITY
LOANS

4.89%*
10 yeAr

fixed

5.19%*
15 yeAr

fixed

5.69%*
20 yeAr

fixed
PLUS NO CLOSING COSTS**

REGULAR CERTIFICATE 
OF DEPOSIT

1.36%****6 montHs

1.66%****12 montHs

2.17%****24 montHs

COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE LOANS

5.75%***
5 yeAr
fixed

5.95%***
10 yeAr

fixed

6.20%***
15 yeAr

fixed
20 YR. AMOR./NO PRE-PMT. PENALTY

AUTO LOANS

3.69%*60 montHs

3.89%*66 montHs

4.29%*72 montHs

NEW, USED OR REFINANCE

JUMBO CERTIFICATE
OF DEPOSIT

1.46%****6 montHs

1.76%****12 montHs

2.27%****24 montHs

MIN. DEPOSIT OF $95000 REQ.

MONEY MARKET 
ACCOUNTS

1.26%****
$25,000

to $74,999

1.36%****
$75,000

to $124,999

1.51%****
$125,000

And Above
MIN. DAILY BALANCE OF $2000 REQ.

You caN JoIN...
membersHiP is oPen to Anyone
         in tHe 5 county Austin metro AreA

MIN. DEPOSIT OF $1000 REQ.

Happy Holidays

2 new locAtions coming soon in
rouND rocK And PfLugErVILLE

see more beauty

512.927.2020
w w w . h i l l c o u n t r y e y e c e n t e r . c o m

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE INCLUDING: 
MEDICARE • BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD
UNITED HEALTHCARE • SCOTT & WHITE 
AETNA • HUMANA • CIGNA • TRICARE

BOARD-CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

SPECIALIZING IN:

Cataracts »  
Dry eyes »
Glaucoma »
Blade-Free Custom  »

     LASIK and PRK
Routine eye exams »
Contact lens exams »

Vincent Restivo, M.D.
Peter Wollan, M.D. 

Amy Robertson, M.D.
Gina Cottle, M.D. 

12171 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 
201, Cedar Park, TX 78613

Near FM 1431 & Parmer Lane

HIBACHI GRILL, SUSHI BAR, MARTINI BAR

MON.-THUR. 11:am-2:30pm, 4pm-10pm
FRI. 11:am-2:30pm, 4pm-11pm

SAT. 12noon-11pm
SUN. 12noon - 10pm

NAGOYA STEAK AND SUSHI
11630 FM 620 N | AUSTIN 78750

512-258-9888 | www.eatnagoya.com

HAPPY HOUR 
S P E C I A L

D A I LY  4 - 6 P M
$4.00 martinis

$2.00 Beers
$1.5 Sushi
$3.5 Rolls

$3.5 Hot Appetizers

El Salido Pkwy.  Anderson Mill Rd.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

620



impactnews.com   December 2009  |  35  

John Bradley
Williamson County District Attorney
Background: Assistant to a criminal defense 
attorney, briefing attorney with the Texas Court 
of Criminal Appeals, assistant district attorney 
in Harris County, assistant district attorney in 
Williamson County
Education: Juris doctorate from University of 
Houston Law Center 
Became district attorney: Appointed in 2001 
by Gov. Rick Perry, elected in 2004 and 2008
Contact: 943-1234 • www.wilco.org

Community Profiles Williamson County attorneys

How did you get into law?
I was originally a high school English 

teacher. After a year or two of teaching, I 
decided that I really didn’t want to make 
a career of teaching. I wanted to be a 
lawyer since I was very young. My mother 
planted that seed. I just decided to go to 
law school. I went to law school, and I 
kind of ended up in prosecution by ac-
cident. It really wasn’t intentional; I didn’t 
expect to go into criminal law when I was 
in law school. It just kind of progressed 
that way. 

What is the county attorney’s role?
The easiest way to explain it is the 

district attorney prosecutes all adult 
felony crime, and the county attorney 
does everything else. We prosecute all 
adult misdemeanor crime; all juvenile 
crime that’s felony and misdemeanor; 
we represent child protective services for 
Williamson County; we represent victims 
of family violence for protective orders; 
we advise the commissioners court; and 
we represent the county, its officials and 
employees in lawsuits filed against the 
county, county officials or employees. 

Every county in Texas is different, and  
I think that is what confuses people. 

How do you deal with the more 
difficult cases?
I’ve spent some time just dealing with 
how overwhelming [it can be]. You can 
get overwhelmingly depressed when 
you see a lot of the abuse. I have dealt 
with it through counseling. Now, I am 
once removed from the cases, and my 
prosecutors see the cases day-to-day like 
I used to. They come and they brief me 
with the cases, but I don’t live with it on a 
day-to-day basis. It is easier being in this 
role. It is more of a management role. 

When you are working, what 
motivates you to keep doing your job?

What keeps me enjoying this job is 
that it is a job I can be passionate about. 
I mean, we represent Child Protective 
Services, we prosecute crime, we pros-
ecute juvenile crime. It is a job you can be 
passionate about. 

Every area is an exciting area of law that 
we practice here. 

Who are your role models?
I would probably have to say my mother 

because she had a very strong work ethic, 
and she had five daughters that she raised 
as a single mother. All five of her daugh-
ters are very successful because she in-
stilled in us to always be able to take care 

of ourselves no matter what. Her favorite 
saying was, “He may be prince charming 
today, but in 10 years he may turn back 
into the frog. So you better be able to take 
care of yourself and your children.” And 
all five of us have taken that to heart be-
cause all five of us have done really well. 

What is your favorite book?
I read a lot. To ask for one favorite is re-

ally, really hard. If I had to pick one—and 
it is only because I couldn’t put it down, 
and it was a really long book that I read in 
two days because I stayed up until 2 and 3 
in the morning reading it—“Seabiscuit.” 

What are your hobbies?
I am a sun worshiper. I love to lie in the 

sun and read. We live on the San Gabriel 
River, and I love to sit out on the river 
and read and just soak up as much sun as 
I possibly can. I know, my dermatologist 
told me [not to do that] ... I have three 
grandchildren, so they take up a lot of my 
time. I enjoy spending time with them.

What is something people would be 
surprised to know about you?

A lot of people know I am seventh-
generation Texan because I publicized 
that when I ran for office. My great, 
great, great, great-grandfather was one 

How did you get into law?
When I was in college I majored in 

English, and I imagined I was going to 
write novels. 

I had worked as a manager of an ice 
cream store, and I had driven a delivery 

truck around Houston —making great use 
of my English degree. My wife decided 
that when we were married one of us 
needed to do something for a living. 

We would have [moved] back to New 
Orleans, her hometown, if I didn’t have a 
better idea. That’s largely what spurred me 
to make a decision.

I realized what I really was good at 
and what I liked to do was to read, write, 
research and argue. So I applied to law 
school and was accepted, and we both 
decided I would go to law school. 

Once I was in law school, the only sub-
ject matter that made any sense to me and 
I just loved was criminal law. 

What brought you to Williamson 
County?

I truly loved the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office. 

I found I was working 70 hours a week 
at the DA’s office in Houston—great 
stuff and I loved it—but it was going to 
burn me out. So I started asking people, 
“Where is a good community in Texas 
where there is strong support for law 
enforcement and a very professional, 
small district attorney’s office?” The most 
consistent answer I got to that question 
was Williamson County.

What do you do as district attorney? 
We prosecute all felony criminal cases 

that occur in this county and also handle 
all misdemeanors that involve official 
misconduct. That means any crime that 
occurs in connection with a public of-
ficial’s work. Like if a mayor steals from a 
city, even it it’s a misdemeanor amount, it 
would come over here because it involves 
a public official. We handle adult felony 
criminal cases.  

When you became district attorney, 
what changes did you make?

I came here at a time when the county 
was essentially a rural place. 

One of the first things I emphasized 
was technology. It was time for us to make 
sure the entire office was computerized 
and we collected information in a way 
that was modern.

I also recognized that we needed to 
increase the support in the courtroom. 
When I came here there were two pros-
ecutors for each of the two courts. A third 
was added while I was here. 

We have introduced the county to a 
new way of receiving cases and putting 
them into the courtroom. It is called 
direct filing. 

The net result is we now resolve one-
third of all the felony cases without ever 
having to take them to a grand jury. The 
lawyers, the defendant, the judge—be-
cause we got the cases early—look at them 
and agree on how to resolve them. 

Interviews by Beth Wade and Melissa Mixon

Jana Duty
Williamson County Attorney
Background: High school English teacher, 
Williamson County attorney prosecutor
Education: Bachelor of Arts in English from 
University of Texas at San Antonio, juris 
doctorate from St. Mary’s University
Became county attorney: Elected in 2004, 2008
Contact: 943-1111 • www.wilco.org

of the original 300 to come to Texas with 
Stephen F. Austin. [I have the] map that 
shows the original land grant, and the 
land grant [written] in Spanish to Joseph 
Duty from Stephen F. Austin.

How do you cope with what you 
experience through your job?

If a prosecutor does nothing but focus 
upon the negative side of his job—mainly 
the discovery of how badly people can be-
have, particularly toward the unprotected, 
children, the elderly and disabled—then 
over time you will develop really serious 
emotional problems. You have to, as a 
part of this job, find ways to balance that 
with something positive. That’s why I’m 
delighted to work with the Children’s Ad-
vocacy Center. When I go over there and 
work on the board of directors, we raise 
money to build a new building or to hire 
a therapist or to paint a wall. I mean you 
get smiles out of that because you know 
you’re going to make a positive change. 
[Another way] that I deal with that best 
is playing basketball three days a week. I 
meet with a group of guys, and that is the 
only court in which I can foul somebody 
and not get in trouble.

What is your favorite book? 
For my work, one of my favorite books is 

a novel called “True Grit.” I like it the most 
probably because of the movie it’s made 
into with John Wayne. He’s a lawman 
who goes out and does his form of justice 
on behalf of a young girl’s father who was 
murdered. I just loved his attitude and his 
approach to getting things done.



36  |  December 2009   Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

Building in Cedar Park’s Finest Neighborhoods

ScottFelderHomes.com Plans, prices and availability are subject 
to change without notice. 
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Austin

 Models open daily I Mon-Sat 10 to 6 I Sun 12 to 6

1. Red Oaks
from the $240’s to the $380’s
510 Scarlet Maple Dr. I Cedar Park 78613
(512) 762-8348

2. The Ranch at Brushy Creek
from the $330’s to the $450’s
102 North Frontier Ln. I Cedar Park 78613
(512) 750-8500

3. The Ranch at Brushy Creek
from the $220’s to the $300’s
3932 Bowstring Bend I Cedar Park 78613
(512) 695-3127

4. Caballo Ranch
from the $240’s to the $350’s
3105 Caballo Ranch Rd. I Cedar Park 78613
(512) 567-3501

I n v i t i n g  S pa c e s

I n s p i r e d  D e s i g n sS t r i k i n g  D e ta i l

Call for your child’s appointment

512-218-1500
Located in The Shops at Avery Ranch

10510 W. Parmer Ln., Suite 100
www.drjennysmiles.com

Specializing in Dentistry for Ages 12 months to Teens
• We are contracted with MetLife,Humana, Aetna, Assurant, 
   Ameritas, Guardian, and Principal
• We honor all other dental PPO plans
• Parents welcomed in treatment rooms
• Emergencies seen on same day
• State-of-the-art offi ce with TV’s at every chair

Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.Jennifer L. Kiening, D.D.S.
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Family Impact Cedar Park & Leander By Val Avery and Diana Cook

Storytimes
CEDAR PARK PUBLIC LIBRARY
550 Discovery Blvd. • 259-5353
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/lib_kids.aspx
Winter Holiday themed puppet 
shows:
Toddler Puppet Show
Dec. 14, 15 and 17 • 10:30 a.m.
Preschool Puppet Show
Dec. 14, 15 and 17 • 11:15 a.m.
Puppet Show and Craft 
School-age (K-5)
Dec. 17 • 10:30 a.m.
All ages Puppet Show
Dec. 19 • 10 a.m.
Movie Mondays
These free showings start at 2 p.m. 
and are open to the public
Dec. 21- “Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas” (rated PG)
Dec. 28 - “Santa Buddies” (rated G) 
Ready to Read
Free workshops to learn more about 
fostering preliteracy skills in children 
ages 0-5. 
Jan. 2 • 1-3 p.m.
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/readytoread.
aspx

LEANDER PUBLIC LIBRARY
1011 S. Bagdad Road • 259-5259
www.youseemore.com/leander
Family Storytime (toddler & pre-K)
Sundays • 3:30 p.m.
Preschool Storytime (ages 3-5 years)
Mondays • 9:30 a.m.
Grades K-5 Storytime   
Tuesdays • 7 p.m.
This storytime will continue a chapter 
book every week along with book 
discussion.
Toddler Storytime (ages 1-3 years)
Fridays • 9:30 a.m.
Songs, stories and fingerplays
Movie time
The movie “Elf” will be shown.
Dec. 21 • 2 p.m.
Bow-Wow Reading Dog
The first Saturday of every month 
(Jan. 2)
10-11 a.m.
Sign up to read with a Bow-Wow 
Reading Dog
259-5259

YoYo’s Frozen Yogurt
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-200, 
Cedar Park
Happy hour—mention this feature for 
buy one, get one free
Mon.-Fri. 2-4 p.m., through January
259-2818

SPECIAL DATES
Chick-fil-A at Cedar Park
1325 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
Dec. 15
From 5-8 p.m., bring two canned goods 
and receive a free kid’s meal
Dec. 19
From 8-10 a.m., have breakfast with the 
Chick-fil-A Santa Cow and Kid Elf Cow.
Free Mini-Moo Cows while supplies last
260-9777

Deals on kids’ meals

Safety
In the hustle and bustle of the holiday 
season, it is easy to overlook the many 
hazards that are present during the 
holidays. According to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, about 11,000 
people are treated in emergency rooms 
for injuries related to holiday decorations 
each winter. Below are a few tips to help 
make the holiday season a joyous and 
safe time of the year.

When purchasing an artificial tree, • 
be aware that labels that say “fire 
resistant” indicate only that the tree is 
more resistant to burning—not that it 
will not catch fire at all.

Purchase decorations that are • 
nonflammable or flame-retardant. 

Attach stockings securely to the • 
mantel to prevent young children 
from pulling them down—heavy 
stocking holders can cause injuries 
and lacerations.

Use only newer lights that have thick • 
wiring and safety fuses to prevent the 
wires from overheating. Check to see 
that they have been safety tested. 
When the lights are on, periodically 
check the wires to make sure they are 
not warm to the touch.

Check labels on outdoor lights to • 
confirm that they have been certified 
for outdoor use. 

Do not burn wrapping paper in the • 
fireplace. 

Keep small toy parts away from • 
children age 3 and younger. Also, 
toys with strings that are more 
than 12 inches in length can be a 
strangulation hazard for babies. 

For additional holiday safety tips, visit 
www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/pubs/611.pdf or 
www.aap.org/advocacy/releases/novtips.
cfm.

Craft idea
Candy Cane Bird Feeder
• 1 can of refrigerated breadsticks
• 1 package of Goldfish Colors crackers
• Peanut butter
• Ribbon
 
Twist breadstick dough pieces as 
directed on package and form into candy 
cane shape. Bake until extra crispy (a little 
longer than directed on the package). 

While breadsticks are baking, sort the 
Goldfish by color: put all of the red crack-
ers into a sealed baggie and the green 
crackers into another baggie. Crush into 
small pieces. 

Allow breadsticks to cool completely 
and then spread peanut butter onto the 
top side of bread. Press red and green 
crushed Goldfish pieces into peanut but-
ter. Wrap ribbon around hook of candy 
cane and tie. Hang outside for birds to 
enjoy or eat them as a snack.

Val Avery and Diana Cook are former teachers and now stay-at-home moms who create, 
collect and enjoy sharing the fun and educational experiences they share with their children. Visit more.impactnews com/6417

Rudolph Snack-wich
• 2 pieces of toast cut into triangles
• Apple butter or peanut butter
• Dried cranberries or cherries
• Raisins or mini chocolate chips
• Regular pretzels

Spread apple butter or peanut butter onto 
toast and put together with the tip of the trian-
gle at the bottom. Add a dab of apple butter or 
peanut butter to two raisins and one cranberry. 

Press raisins into place as eyes and the cranberry 
at tip of triangle as the nose. Break two pretzels into 
antler shape and insert between bread at the top of 
the sandwich to stick out as antlers.

If desired, chocolate chips may be substituted for raisins, 
and cherries may be substituted for cranberries.

Snack recipe

If you are looking for delicious sweets 
this holiday season, visit Sugarbakers 
Bake Shop in Cedar Park. The newly 
opened business offers everything 
from its signature cookie, The Sugar-
baker, to cupcakes, gingerbread men 
and “Sugarbaker men.” All items are 
made fresh daily in the shop, which is 
warm and inviting thanks to storeown-
ers Nicole and Greg Seagren, who greet 
customers when they arrive. 

Customers can choose their favorite 
baked good from a glass case display. 
The Seagrens plan to add a party room 
by early spring for cookie and cupcake 
decorating parties. During the holidays, 
the shop’s hours and menu will be 
expanded to include items such as 
chocolate dipped candy canes and pies. 

Tried it, like it

A young girl eats a cupcake at Sugarbakers Bake 
Shop in Cedar Park

Walkway of Lights in Marble Falls

Day trip
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Holiday outings

BURNET
Main Street Bethlehem
An entire block of buildings transports 
you back to the night of Christ’s birth, in-
corporating Christmas lights shaped like 
animals and a train. The must-see holiday 
display is free and features complimen-
tary refreshments.
First Baptist Church, 108 S. Vanderveer St. 
Dec. 11-13 • 6-9 p.m. • 756-4481

1800s and are staffed by families dressed 
in frontier attire. Visitors are welcomed 
with hot apple cider and homemade 
cookies.
Old Fort Croghan, 703 Buchanan Drive 
Dec. 12 • 6-7 p.m.  
www.burnetchamber.org

JOHNSON CITY
Living Story of Christmas
Johnson City’s First United Methodist 
Church puts on an annual Christmas 
program that is great for all ages. There 
will be five 10-minute shows per night 
that begin every half-hour. There will be 
a large display of nativity scenes and free 
refreshments, and children are welcome 
to pet the animals.
First United Methodist Church, 
105 N. LBJ Drive • Dec. 11-12  
6-8:30 p.m. • Free • 830-868-7414

LBJ Ranch Christmas  
Tree Lighting
Celebrate the season with an open house 
at the Sauer-Beckmann German farm. 
Festivities include an appearance by 
Santa, a candlelit Christmas tree, home-
made refreshments, a nativity scene and 
a relaxing ride through the LBJ Ranch.
LBJ Ranch, Hwy. 290, 14 miles west of 
Johnson City • Dec. 20 • 5-9 p.m. • Free 
830-644-2420 • www.lbjcountry.com

Christmas on the Square
Shoppers are sure to find some great 
holiday gifts at this festive shopping 
event.
Downtown Square, 229 S. Pierce St. Dec. 
12 • 756-4297

Christmas at Old Fort Croghan
The cabins at Old Fort Croghan are deco-
rated as they would have been in the 

Make the holidays bright with a trip to one of the following holiday festivities and light displays that are only a short drive away.

MARBLE FALLS
Walkway of Lights
Arrive early to dine, shop and visit the 
Walkway of Lights in Lakeside Park. This 
wonderful display of lights features more 
than a million lights decorating 130 
sculptures and reflecting onto the waters 
of Lake Marble Falls. 
West of Hwy. 281 river bridge, Marble 
Falls • Nov. 20-Jan. 2 • 6-10 p.m. daily 
www.marblefalls.org

GRUENE
Cowboy Kringle’s Kids Workshop 
Make and wrap one-of-a-kind hand-
crafted Christmas presents. Parents will 
be able to safely leave their children (5 
years and older) at the gift center while 
they shop, eat, or enjoy the sights of this 
beautiful historic district.  The workshop 
benefits Communities in Schools.  
1612 Hunter Road • Dec. 12–13 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Photos with Cowboy Kringle  
Create a Christmas memory with photos 
with Cowboy Kringle, Gruene’s unique 
version of Santa.
1612 Hunter Road • Sat. and Sun. through 
Dec. 20 • Noon-5 p.m. • 830-620-4247 
www.holidaysingruene.com

Sugarbakers Bake Shop
2100 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar	Park	•	336-7300
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2 303 Aspen Cove
5 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,523 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve Deitrick, Spicewood Development Inc.

Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a Glance

Forest Oaks  Cedar Park - 78613

Featured homes

Schools in the neighborhood recently earned 
exemplary status; residents participate in a 
homeowners’ association, which offers pools, 
parks and basketball courts.

Schools
• Cox Elementary School
• Henry Middle School
• Vista Ridge High School 

1 1004 Bretton Woods Drive 
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,899 sq. ft.
Agent: James Swift, Coldwell Banker United Realtor

4 800 Antelope Ridge
6 Br/2.5 Ba | 3,935 sq. ft.
Agent: Marilyn Kurka, New Home Solutions Realty

3 1216 Willowbrook Drive
4 Br/3.5 Ba | 3,000 sq. ft.
Agent: Kathy Stafford, Keller Williams Realty

$264,990
750-1216

$272,000
786-3865

Westview Meadows Leander - 78641

Featured homes

Residents have quick, convenient access to 
major shopping centers and close proximity to 
the MetroRail station. Benbrook Ranch Park is 
moments away.

Schools
• Jim Plain Elementary School
• Leander Middle School
• Leander High School

6 906 South St.
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,743 sq. ft.
Agent: Jon Hubble, Pioneer Real Estate Services

$149,900
743-5188

5 110 Katherine Way
3 Br/2 Ba | 2,038 sq. ft.
Agent: Maggie Kennedy, Sellstate Classic Realty

$150,000
698-3478

8 317 Carol Ave.
3 Br/2 Ba | 2,211 sq. ft.
Agent: Kay Kernek, Keller Williams Realty

7 300 Carol Ave. 
3 Br/2 Ba | 2,218 sq. ft.
Agent: Kim Womack, RE/MAX Capital City II

$148,000
646-1355

$145,000
970-7444

$312,900
897-4812

$274,900 
970-3359
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taylormorrison.com

Taylor Morrison’s  
Luxury Community in Round Rock 
From the high $200s

Walsh Ranch

©2009 Taylor Morrison reserves the right to change the terms of the offer at any time. Please see a 
Taylor Morrison Sales Representative for more details. Buyer must present coupon upon initial visit. 
Purchase agreements must be written by Dec 31, 2009 and purchase agreement must be successful 
from Nov 1 - Dec 31, 2009. Taylor Morrison will pay up to 2% of purchase price toward closing costs. 
All rights reserved. TM Homes of Texas, Inc.

3901 Walsh Ranch Blvd. 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Call us at 512-733-7600620 

TOLL

TOLL

3406

183A

The exquisite master-planned community of Walsh Ranch is a perfect 

blend of convenience and tranquility. Perfectly located with easy 

access to major highways, world class shopping and entertainment, 

yet tucked away in a scenic enclave of elegant homesites. Residents 

will enjoy a large recreation area featuring an oversized pool, kids 

splash pool, playscape and ample walking trails. 

Come visit us today at any of our communities 
and bring this coupon with you so Taylor Morrison can 

help you put money back in your pocket!

BUY NOW
AND CLOSING COSTS ARE ON US!*
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2815 Checker Drive, Cedar Park $289,000

2609 Buckeye Trail, Cedar Park $171,900

1430 Big Bend Drive, Cedar Park $147,000

Residential Real Estate Property Listings
Cedar Park, Leander, Austin

78613  Cedar Park
78641  Leander
78717  Austin

ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West    1401 Black Cherry Drive 3br/2ba 1,142 $138,500 Norma Jo Lins Keller Williams Realty  695-2284

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West   2609 Buckeye Trail 3br/2ba 1,820 $171,900 Camille Carney Keller Williams Realty  461-8078

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West  2011 Old Mill Road 4br/2ba 2,151 $189,900 Kelvin Glover Keller Williams Realty  637-8464

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2205 Macaw Drive 4br/2ba 2,464 $210,000 Betina Foreman Keller Williams Realty  771-6318

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1509 Pagedale Drive 3br/2ba 2,465 $265,000 Adam Kahanek Keller Williams Realty  750-1266

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1603 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/4ba 3,660 $350,000 Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock  750-0116

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 606 Kai Drive 3br/2ba 2,184 $259,900 Shantel Verden Coldwell Banker United Realtor  762-2025

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 401 Victoria Drive 3br/2ba 3,711 $360,000 Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams Realty  439-3696

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2006 Hoffman Court 3br/2ba 3,796 $335,000 Chad Goldwasser Goldwasser Real Estate  420-0300

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek    507 Live Oak Drive 3br/2ba 1,313 $135,000 Patricia Vincent Coldwell Banker United Realtor  657-0772

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek    621 Russet Valley Drive 3br/2ba 1,123 $128,900 Catherine Collins Stanberry & Associates  297-8131

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek     609 Riverwood Drive 4br/3ba 1,600 $134,900 Jerry Castillo RE/MAX Capital City II  751-0386

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills      2002 Carriage Hills Cove 2br/2ba 1,053 $132,500 Bonnie Light Sellstate Hill Country  788-3977

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills      1503 Bridal Path Cove 3br/2ba 1,298 $133,000 Chad Proctor Keller Williams Realty  637-8422

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills     1808 Carriage Hills Trail 3br/2ba 1,683 $134,900 Paulette Bostur Prudential Texas Realty  751-4567

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills     1708 Carriage Hills Trail 3br/2ba 1,683 $150,000 Laura Ebersole Coldwell Banker United Realtor  554-7668

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1308 Cedar Oaks Drive 3br/2ba 2,217 $190,900 Sheri Brummett Coldwell Banker United Realtor  970-8809

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Town Center 1430 Big Bend Drive 3br/2ba 1,351 $147,000 Michelle Lee-Wilder Coldwell Banker United Realtor  554-3976

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter   1701 Hill Country Drive 4br/2ba 2,364 $225,000 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty  347-9599

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter 1416 Colorado Bend Drive 3br/2ba 1,409 $147,000 Michelle Murphy Coldwell Banker United Realtor  569-5887

78613 Cedar Park Crossing at Carriage Hills    1007 Bohica Way 3br/2ba 1,490 $149,500 John Spoerlein Keller Williams Realty  517-4171

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon 2815 Checker Drive 4br/2ba 2,601 $289,000 Paula Greenfield Coldwell Banker United Realtor  925-9225

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,532 $146,490 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,594 $149,190 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,594 $156,490 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Townhomes 1900 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,939 $158,990 Shannan Riemer Keller Williams Realty  762-9205

78613 Cedar Park Damon S. Sur 1850 Starwood Drive 4br/2ba 1,960 $425,000 Catherine Myers Amelia Bullock, Realtors  423-9349

78613 Cedar Park Emerald Oaks 610 Palo Alto Lane 3br/2ba 1,914 $199,900 David Pavliska RE/MAX Round Rock  422-5457

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks    802 Truman Lane 3br/2ba 1,585 $164,500 Nicholas Hibbs Property Consultants of Austin  848-6800

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  1210 Rawhide Trail 3br/2ba 2,137 $181,900 Richard Hayden Keller Williams Realty  917-2466

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 805 Linden Loop 4br/2ba 2,753 $219,500 Kathleen Wainwright RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1324

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  406 Lynnwood Trail 4br/3ba 2,928 $219,900 John Little Keller Williams Realty  637-8400

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  216 Water Oak Drive 4br/3ba 2,613 $225,000 Bryan Watson Keller Williams Realty  424-9523

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1216 Willowbrook Drive 4br/3ba 3,068 $264,900 Kathy Stafford Keller Williams Realty  626-9559

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 1910 Wheaton Trail 4br/2ba 2,595 $189,000 James Gough Keller Williams Realty  415-9602

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park   2211 Bakers Way 3br/2ba 1,656 $145,000 Joshua Bushner Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.  771-3367

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park   1401 Hawk Drive 5br/3ba 2,632 $187,000 Jennifer Young Habitat Hunters  482-8652

78613 Cedar Park Hunters Glenn   1602 Old Mill Road 4br/2ba 2,335 $200,000 Gretchen Gullekson Keller Williams Realty  970-2569

78613 Cedar Park Indian Springs 17116 Indian Chief Drive 3br/2ba 1,700 $114,900 Paula Paulette RE/MAX Centx Assoc.  966-8321

78613 Cedar Park Lakeline Oaks   915 Woodridge Lane 4br/3ba 2,714 $205,000 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty  616-4100

78613 Cedar Park Lakeline Oaks  1400 Brighton Bend Lane 3br/2ba 1,474 $172,500 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty  203-2985

78613 Cedar Park Oakmont Forest   1507 Colby Lane 3br/2ba 2,482 $224,990 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty  587-1337

78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch       1104 Clayton Drive 4br/2ba 2,490 $175,000 Dow Kennedy RE/MAX Capital City II  267-6302

78641 Leander Block House Creek 1505 Nettie 4br/2ba 1,689 $150,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II  426-1881

78641 Leander Block House Creek 702 Luke Lane 3br/2ba 1,615 $143,333 Norma M. Mantz J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  431-6226

78641 Leander Block House Creek 1510 Rossport Bend 3br/2ba 2,037 $160,000 Dow Kennedy RE/MAX Capital City II  267-6302

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2515 Winslow Drive 3br/2ba 2,177 $179,900 Nasrin Mombaini Keller Williams Realty  680-6163

78641 Leander Block House Creek 16219 Copper Leaf Lane 3br/2ba 1,777 $155,750 Al Jordan Keller Williams Realty  775-5681
1602 Old Mill Road, Cedar Park $200,000

406 Lynnwood Trail, Cedar Park $219,900

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like 
Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With 
plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, 
now may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn 
how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

Central Texas Real Estate 
is Different.  

1600 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park

(512) 458-2558
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78641 Leander Block House Creek  17409 Bottle Springs Lane 3br/2ba 1,668 $149,900 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls   1112 Wigwam 4br/2ba 2,455 $223,500 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls   1121 Iron Horse 4br/2ba 2,249 $205,000 Dena Hinds Coldwell Banker United Realtor  963-1770

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls    2037 Foothills 5br/3ba 3,698 $244,900 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty  616-4100

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls  1601 Lions Den 4br/2ba 3,218 $246,600 Barbara Wigginton Central Texas Realty Experts  203-0670

78641 Leander County Glen   600 County Glen St. 3br/2ba 1,311 $114,900 Laurie McGary Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.  695-7461

78641 Leander County Glen   720 Ruby Isle Drive 3br/2ba 1,189 $129,950 Kevin Karos RE/MAX Capital City II  744-4167

78641 Leander County Glen 1808 Ireland Drive 3br/2ba 1,324 $128,900 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1375

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1825 Tall Chief 3br/2ba 2,014 $236,330 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1902 Tall Chief 4br/3ba 2,553 $272,390 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1904 Tall Chief 4br/3ba 3,082 $297,230 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1906 Tall Chief 4br/3ba 2,828 $276,880 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Cypress Acres 8204 Marina Vista Circle 4br/4ba 3,310 $750,000 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  844-3254

78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2103 First View 5br/3ba 3,554 $453,500 Donna Ciccarelli Goldwasser Real Estate  736-3124

78641 Leander Grand Mesa  at Crystal Falls 1317 Pasa Tiempo 3br/3ba 3,764 $650,000 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty  789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3511 Goodnight Trail 4br/4ba 4,047 $595,000 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty  789-3356

78641 Leander Hamilton A Sur 250 Honeycomb Mesa 3br/2ba 2,446 $439,000 Chip Edmiston RE/MAX Centx Assoc.  869-6386

78641 Leander High Gabriel East 1204 Gabriel Drive 3br/2ba 1,581 $449,000 Sharon Stegall Leander Realty  736-9009

78641 Leander High Gabriel West   106 Bar Ryder Trail 4br/2ba 1,748 $189,000 Paula Gold Stanberry & Associates  294-8707

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1813 Western Justice 4br/3ba 3,618 $385,000 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1817 Western Justice 4br/4ba 4,314 $449,000 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls 1901 Buffalo Speedway 4br/3ba 3,544 $374,900 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Highlands at Crystal Falls      1904 Alamo Bound 5br/3ba 3,413 $369,900 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Horizon Park  105 Brentwood Drive 3br/2ba 1,592 $107,777 Mike Kight RE/MAX Capital City II  924-6524

78641 Leander Horizon Park    1821 Brentwood Drive 4br/2ba 2,705 $134,900 Jeana Aliani Prudential Texas Realty  845-2549

78641 Leander Horizon Park    2202 Twin Peaks Cove 3br/2ba 2,118 $170,000 Howard Nemetsky Sellstate Hill Country  415-3050

78641 Leander Horizon Park    501 Lafayette Square Drive 3br/2ba 2,144 $159,900 Alexa Keller York Real Estate Services  653-2195

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch   2718 Tumbling River Drive 3br/2ba 1,582 $150,000 Nason Hengst RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1333

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch   1307 Horseshoe Ranch Drive 4br/2ba 3,408 $200,000 Jerry McCulley Keller Williams Realty  282-4772

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch   2404 White Stallion Way 4br/2ba 3,047 $209,900 Matthew Sutter Keller Williams Realty  623-6330

78641 Leander Old Town 107 Bagdad St. 2br/1ba 1,058 $109,900 Tim Kress RE/MAX Capital City  719-5555

78641 Leander Leander Heights 402 Horseshoe Drive 4br/3ba 1,816 $159,900 Vicki McGrath Sellstate Classic Realty  921-0010

78641 Leander Mason Creek   1842 Greening Way 3br/2ba 2,034 $159,900 Marissa Atkinson Austin 360 Realty  554-2596

78641 Leander Mason Creek   1606 Mason Creek Blvd. 3br/2ba 1,596 $129,900 Lynn Allen Keller Williams Realty  587-1942

78641 Leander Village at Volente   8116 Beauregard Drive 4br/2ba 3,183 $399,000 Michael Nopper e-Executive Realty  552-2266

78717 Austin Davis Spring  10212 Cassandra Drive 4br/2ba 1,996 $230,000 Joyce Davis Keller Williams Realty  468-2837

78717 Austin Davis Spring  14949 Cordero Drive 3br/2ba 2,602 $245,000 Gretchen Gullekson Keller Williams Realty  970-2569

78717 Austin Davis Spring 14936 Cordero Drive 4br/3ba 3,882 $333,950 Erhard Sudermann J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  750-7642

78717 Austin Davis Spring 14925 Solera Drive 4br/3ba 3,843 $419,000 Debra Krist Keller Williams Realty  965-2810

78717 Austin Highland Horizon 433 Highland Horizon 4br/2ba 2,618 $314,441 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes  821-8872

78717 Austin Meadows Brushy Creek 8600 Pepper Rock Drive 4br/3ba 2,918 $272,800 Steven Lofaro Prudential Texas Realty  507-6086

78717 Austin Meadows Brushy Creek 8802 Fritsch Drive 4br/3ba 2,688 $225,000 Terri Romere Keller Williams Realty  431-5435

78717 Austin Meadows Brushy Creek   15810 Rustic Lane 4br/2ba 3,099 $269,000 Sev Champeny J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  897-6223

78717 Austin Oak Brook   204 Chesapeake Bay N. Lane 4br/2ba 3,685 $309,990 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty  587-1337

78717 Austin Oak Brook   8009 Manitou Springs Court 5br/4ba 3,287 $344,000 Karen McGrath J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  940-4057

78717 Austin Schirpik & Sane Tracts 13635 Rutledge Spur 4br/2ba 1,723 $499,000 Walter Payne Prudential Texas Realty  587-6653

78717 Austin Woods Brushy Creek     15902 Fennimore Cove 4br/2ba 2,135 $209,000 Robert Guest Keller Williams Realty  616-4100

600 County Glen St., Leander $114,900

Nov. 2009
Nov. 2008
Oct. 2009
Sep. 2009
Aug. 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
Apr. 2009

65
52
71
85
68
86
88
82
60

Month  

67
45
87
81
97

117
115
72
72

On the market  (November 1-30) Monthly home sales

CLN CLNCLS CLS
Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

6
95

123
48
32
17
16
2
5

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

1
26
81

145
44
27
17
7
8

68
67
78

105
171
84

172
390
231

91
54
61
82
83

129
136
257
299

CLN* CLNCLS* CLS
$208,361
$213,374
$219,030
$229,200
$232,116
$233,322
$255,449
$244,538
$227,317

$170,724
$176,740
$151,132
$176,970
$199,231
$186,145
$178,359
$196,796
$166,379

No. of sales Average price

Market Data provided by Nason Hengst
RE/MAX  |  512-775-7900  |  nasonh@remax.net

Residential Real Estate Market Data

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by FM 1431. 
CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

17409 Bottle Springs Lane, Leander $149,900

Residential Real Estate Property listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone

1904 Alamo Bound, Leander $369,900

1842 Greening Way, Leander $159,900

8600 Pepper Rock Drive, Austin $272,800

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/6414

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 07/24/09 and 11/30/09 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


