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What’s Ahead    
Oct. 17  Kids Fishing Derby Children 14 
and under can participate in this free event. 
Bring a nonperishable food item for Hill Country 
Community Ministries. | 11

NOv. 2  Kelly Clarkson “All I Ever Wanted Tour” 
will be at the Cedar Park Center. | 11

Rail delay does not 
affect development

CONTINUED ON | 21

Story Highlights
Average tax bills will go down•	
Sales tax in both cities generated •	
more revenue than last year
No cuts to public safety•	

CONTINUED ON | 35

Cedar Park and Leander pass
budgets, tax bills to go down

Leander officials and developers say 
projects continue, despite rail’s delay

What’s News    

Olympic Gold 
Medalist Michael 
Phelps visited 
Wiley Middle 
School in October. 
The swimmer 
spoke to students 
about setting and 
reaching goals. 

Students at the school earned the 
visit after winning first place in the 
Scholastic Book Fair’s Spring 2009 
National Middle School Contest. 
more.impactnews.com/5920

Construction started earlier this 
month on greeting monuments for 
the City of Leander. The monuments, 
made out of 12-ton stones, will be 
built at 11 locations. 
more.impactnews.com/5843

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

Former major league scout and 
minor league coach Tommy Le Vasseur 
started home-based Future Stars 
Baseball Program in September. The 
program provides athletes with a 
10-week plan and college placement 
help. | 7

Place 5 Cedar Park Councilman 
Stephen Thomas announced his 
resignation from the council in late 
September to pursue a state office. | 17 

The Humane Society of Williamson 
County will celebrate its 30th 
anniversary  Oct. 25 with a free, 
family-friendly party and adoption 
reunion that will include music, food 
and activities. | 27 

Family Impact section highlights 
area deals on children’s meals, 
places to buy pumpkins for 
Halloween and ideas for fall snack 
recipes and storytimes. | 25

Election guide features information 
for voters who will decide whether 
to approve 11 amendments to the 
state constitution during the Nov. 3 
election. | 16

By Melissa Mixon 
There is good news for resi-

dents: Average tax bills will go 
down under new city budgets 
that were approved recently for 
Cedar Park and Leander. 

The two cities approved their 
2009-2010 budgets in late Sep-
tember, ending with balanced 
budgets that officials touted as 
a big feat, especially given how 
other cities across the country 
have struggled with job fur-
loughs and large debt that is in-
dicative of the current economy. 

“It was more challenging 
[crafting this budget] than it has 
been in years past because overall 
we saw a decrease in revenues,” 

Newspaper recognized 
with 11 national awards

Community Impact Newspaper earned 
11 awards at the National Newspaper 
Association’s Annual Convention Sept. 26.

The NNA is made up of more than 2,400 
community newspapers. The Better News-
paper Contest and the Better Newspaper 
Advertising Contest recognize achieve-
ment in writing, advertising and design. 

From the Leander/Cedar Park edition, 
Elizabeth Janson won third place for the 
best small-page ad. 

Other staff recognitions included:
Shannon Colletti, Best business story, first place, 
and best business feature story, third place, 
Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor edition
Patrick Brendel, Best agricultural story, first place, 
Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor edition
Amy Stansbury, Best business story, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition
Eric Pulsifer, Best business story, third place, Round 
Rock/Pflugerville edition 
Tiffany Young, Heather Wills, Excellence in 
typography, third place, Northwest Austin edition
Ellie Burke, Best use of local photography, first 
place, Southwest Austin edition 
Tiffany Knight, Best single ad idea, Honorable 
mention, Southwest Austin edition
Alison Lyons, Best single ad idea, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition
Lisa Rehbein, Best use of ad color, third place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Read more at more.impactnews.com/5755

Leander tax bills

Cedar Park tax bills

Impact on property owners

Based on the average home 
value of $187,819, residents in 
Cedar Park can expect to pay 
$4,687 in property taxes. 

Austin Community
College
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County*

LISD

$157
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$813

$2,360
Based on the average home 
value of $165,920, residents 
in Leander can expect to pay 
$4,326 in property taxes.
                 * Williamson County  
                               tax rate

Cedar Park City Manager Bren-
da Eivens said. “So the challenge 
is, how do you continue to pro-
vide the same level of services 
with less resources?”

Officials in both cities believe 
they have found a way. 
Cedar Park 

In Cedar Park, council mem-
bers approved $28.5 million for 
the 2009-10 fiscal year general 
fund budget, the part of the bud-
get that pays for the day-to-day 
operations of the city. The new 
budget is less than last year’s 
$29.4 million budget. 

Some of the highlights for the 
new budget include: 

• $534,000 for a new fire truck 
• $14,000 to staff a winter swim-

ming program
• Funds to begin staffing a new 

By Joseph M. de Leon
Capital Metro officials announced in late 

September that its 32-mile MetroRail commut-
er line will be delayed even further. The Red 
Line from Leander to Austin, now two years 
behind schedule, will not open until sometime 
in the first quarter of 2010 at the earliest. 

The announcement was another blow to 
an agency that has faced several setbacks; 
however, officials in Leander and developers 
agree the repeated delays have not hampered 
growth of the city’s planned Transit Orient-
ed Development. But the slowdown in the 
economy could be a factor in the future.

The Leander TOD includes planned urban 
areas surrounding the MetroRail stop with 
residential and commercial developments 
that encourage walking and reduce depen-
dence on vehicles.

Jolinda Marshall, TOD planner for Capi-
tal Metro, said despite repeated delays, she 
expects successful developments will come 
to Leander in the long run. The timing has 
more to do with the market than rail cars.

“It wouldn’t matter if the train was run-
ning right now, it would still take us awhile 

to get anything built because the economy 
has slowed down growth,” she said. “It’s just 
a matter of getting through the development 
process until we can break ground.”

Kirk Clennan, economic development direc-
tor for Leander, said he knows of no business 
that has been hurt by the MetroRail delays. 
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Lance Hughes, managing partner for the 160-acre Leander Transit 
Village project, expects buildings to go up sometime in 2011.
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YOU CAN’T PLAN ON A HEART ATTACK.  
BUT YOU CAN PLAN ON SURVIVING ONE.

HAVE A PLAN FOR CHEST PAIN. Planning for a heart attack is the fi rst step to surviving 

one.  Know whom to call. And where to go. The emergency team at Scott & White Hospital in 

Round Rock is certifi ed by the Society of Chest Pain Centers – and specially trained to quickly 

and accurately diagnose and treat you. Make your plan for chest pain today at myheartplan.org.

www.myheartplan.org

Your Choice. The Trusted Choice.

09-SNW-0383_Community_Impact_Ad.indd   1 9/22/09   4:24 PM
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Reader feedback
Kudos
September 2009
“First of all, as a resident of Block House 
Creek, your newspaper is the best thing to 
ever happen to the area. The wife and I wait 
with baited breath every month for it to come 
out. Great job!!”

— Mitch

Online poll
 Some cities and school districts in our 
region have said they do not want to impose 
tax increases on residents because of the 
struggling economy. What do you think?

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls
Results from unscientific web survey, collected 9/23/09 -10/07/09

Raises not appropriate

62.5%  
Appropriate, if they are needed

25%
Indifferent

12.5%  

IMPACT YOUR INBOX
Sign up to receive 
Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly 
eNewsletter featuring 
local, up-to-date 
news, and you will be 
automatically entered 
to win a $100 Tiff’s Treats gift card. 
The drawing will be held Nov. 30, 2009.

impactnews.com/signup

I normally enjoy the 
rain, especially after a long 
dry season. However, when 
my husband and I set out 
for our first Austin City 

Limits festival adventure a couple of weeks 
ago, the rain was not so appealing.

Damp clouds hung in the air, cover-
ing the Capitol building. High foot traffic 
areas within the festival were muddy from 
the thousands of people trudging by. It 
was a day set up for discomfort. And yet, 
there was clarity in the chaos, a human 
element amid the masses. In a huge crowd 
of people, there was a singular focus on 
the bands playing before us.

Shared experiences are the founda-
tion of community, whether attending a 
concert, cheering for the new hometown 
sports team or caring for others.

A community newspaper is not 

complete without focusing on the people 
it serves. It’s this passion for the people in 
our community that initiated our recently 
launched program, Community Impact 
Cares. The month of October kicked off 
the first event of the program as our staff 
participated in the Walk MS Austin held 
at the Dell Diamond. Among our staff, we 
honored 19 friends and family members 
who have suffered from multiple sclerosis.

Caring for those in your community 
takes time and effort, but it is always re-
warding. As the holiday season approach-
es, there will be even more opportunities 
to get involved in helping others. We hope 
that you will.

“Thank you, Capital Metro, for putting safety 
first. People will ride the trains whenever they 
launch, only if they are safe and well-run. 
I’m excited to see them start and would love 
seeing the line run through the new Mueller 
Community.”

— “KatieBGreen”

Officials say commuter train 
delayed until next year 
September 2009

Drawing will be held Sunday, Dec. 6, 2009 
at the Hilton Austin during Dancing with 
the Stars Austin.*  

All Proceeds 
Benefi t the Center for Child Protection

Enter for a Chance to Win a

NEW 2010 
LEXUS  IS250C
 CONVERTIBLE

*Raffl e ticket purchase does not include entry into the 
gala. Must be 18 years of age or older to win. Need 
not be present to win. Raffl e winner will be posted on-
line December 7, 2009. Tax, title and license fee not 
included. Income tax due upon delivery of the vehicle. 
Chance of winning is 1 in 2,000.

Purchase your 
$100 raffl e ticket NOW at ...

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.
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For three generations, expectant mothers and their doctors have 
chosen St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center. It’s a level of trust we 
don’t take lightly, which is why we’ve become known as the premier 
healthcare provider for mothers-to-be and newborns.

Our Women’s Center provides a family-centered approach to childbirth 
with beautiful birthing suites and state-of-the art Cesarean section 
surgical suites. Rooming-in and nursery options are also available for 
our moms’ comfort and recovery.  For times when newborns need 
specialized care, we have the highest Level II Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit available in Williamson County, and provide 24/7 coverage with 
specially-trained neonatal sta�. 

As a  member of St. David’s HealthCare, we provide care to more mothers  
and their babies than any other healthcare system in Central Texas.

If you need help choosing a physician, our free
physician referral service can help you find an obstetrician

and pediatrician to meet your family’s needs. 

visit our web site at stdavids.com and
follow the links to find a physician

or call 512.478.docs (3627)

delivering with care. 
Choose the Hospital more Moms choose.

Whether pregnant or planning to get pregnant, parents want to give their babies a 
healthy start.   Questions dealing with health issues and selecting a physician and hospi-
tal should be asked in the first trimester of pregnancy.  The following questions will 
help you get started.  

What health issues should be considered?
       • Any chronic illnesses — such as high blood pressure, epilepsy, heart disease, or 
diabetes — or previous complications may require special care.   Select a physician 
who has experience in caring for high risk patients. Depending on the type of chronic 
illness, a high-risk obstetric specialist known as a perinatologist may be needed.
       • Smoking and drinking have been proven to potentially cause lifelong damage to 
your child, and should be stopped during pregnancy and breastfeeding.
       • Certain medications—whether prescribed by a physician or are over the 
counter—can cause birth defects.  Ask your healthcare providers and research any 
medications currently being taken to determine if they will cause harm to the baby 
during gestation or breast feeding.

Having a Baby?  Get your Questions Ready Early.
How do I find a physician for prenatal care and delivery?  
Obstetricians (OB) and some family physicians deliver babies.  Physicians usually 
prefer one hospital for their OB patients to deliver babies, because they know and trust 
in the hospital and the staff’s expertise.
  
To find physician, ask for a recommendation from current healthcare providers or 
friends or relatives who have recently had a baby.   If location to home or work is 
important, make sure the physician's practice and hospital are convenient.  Check with 
insurance plans to make sure the physician and hospital are included.

In Williamson County, St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center has a database of both 
obstetricians and pediatricians.  The list is available on line at www.StDavids.com or 
call 512.478.docs (3627).   Another source to get names of board-certified ob-gyns in 
your area is the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
http://www.acog.org  or (202) 638-5577.

stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care

Paid AdvertisementPaid Advertisement
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Just as moms-to-be have a choice of physicians, their physicians have a choice 
 

St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center is chosen more often than any other health 
 

Physicians share our commitment to exceptional care for any type of delivery, 
whether in our family birthing suites or Cesarean section surgical suites.  

and support sta�. Our Neonatal Intensive Care Units (NICUs) are sta�ed by highly 
skilled neonatologists, specially-trained neonatal nurses and nurse experienced in all 
aspects of newborn care.

As a  member of St. David’s HealthCare, we provide care to more mothers and their 
babies than any other healthcare system in Central Texas.

stdavids.com

Maternity and Newborn Care

 

CATHERINE 
ROANE-BLAKER, M.D.

MELANIE 
PAGETTE, M.D.

JESSE 
JOHNSON, M.D.

CORNERSTONE OB/GYN
ANN BAYLOR, M.D.
JO CHOUDRY, M.D.
MICHELLE IRVIN, M.D.

OAKWOOD WOMEN’S CENTRE
MARK MAUNDER, M.D.
SUSAN ORTH, M.D.

GEORGE SHASHOUA, M.D.
STEPHANIE MICHELE, M.D.
PAUL MURPHREE, M.D.

ALISON RODRIQUEZ, M.D.
MICHAEL FITZPATRICK, M.D.

LONE STAR CIRCLE OF CARE
MARCELLUS PEARCE, M.D.
TARA HEYLIGER, M.D.

NOT PICTURED:  REBECCA L. DORSETT, M.D. , FRANK HINDS, M.D.

delivering with expertise. 
Choose the Doctors who choose St. David’s.

How should I select a physician?
Consider visiting several physicians and interviewing them before making a final decision. 
For example, ask each one about policies on returning patient phone calls; if interventions 
such as IVs and continuous electronic fetal monitoring are routinely used; how often and 
under what circumstances an episiotomy is done; and when a cesarean section is warranted. 
You can't predict what your individual case will require, but you'll get an idea of the physi-
cian's outlook and practice patterns from the responses to your questions.

Also consider the physician’s attitude about breastfeeding, pain relief, and the presence of 
fathers, partners, and other coaches during labor.

How about selecting the hospital?  
Physicians usually prefer one hospital over another because of technical expertise and 
compassionate care for their patients.  When a physician is being interviewed, find out which 
hospital they use for deliveries. The first trimester is not too early to take a tour of the hospi-
tal before making your ultimate decision about a physician.  St. David’s Round Rock Medi-
cal Center offers tours on Tuesday & Thursday at 4 p.m. and Saturday at 2:00 p.m. 
No appointment is necessary. 

The tours start at the Women’s Center entrance and include the child birth suites and 
the nursery.

Some questions to ask during the tour include the policies about support 
person/people in the delivery room; about 24-hour rooming-in with the baby; 
overnight accommodations for partners; and post partum visiting hours. Find out 
whether an anesthesiologist is available in-house 24 hours a day — and, if not, how 
long it takes for one to get there, if needed.  On breastfeeding, ask if a lactation 
specialist is available.

How does “on-call” duty work when it’s time to deliver the baby?
Physicians—whether they are in a group or solo practice—rotate their on-call duty.  
No physician can be available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Ask which physicians 
rotate with your physician.  Meet as many of them as possible and communicate 
needs and wishes to them. Ask your doctor whether all the doctors who share the 
on-call duty tend to handle deliveries the same way.

Paid Advertisement
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1 Sweet treats
Nicole and Greg Seagren opened 
Sugarbakers Bake Shop, 2100 Cypress 
Creek Road, Ste. 200, Sept. 10. The shop 
offers cupcakes, cookies, brownies, cakes 
and coffee. The couple plans to add a 
party room early next year where guests 
can decorate cupcakes and cookies. Open 
Tue.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sat. 
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Call 336-7300 or visit 
www.sugarbakersbakeshop.com.

2 Smoke ’em if you got ’em
When Mark Tiedeken realized there was 
no cigar shop in the area, he opened Cigar 
Depot, 601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 210, 
earlier this year. The shop specializes in 
hand-rolled cigars and offers imported 
cigarettes, bulk tobacco and smoking 
accessories. Open Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. 

Colonial Pkwy.

Osage Dr.

Avenue of The Stars

620

183

183

183

    Medical Pkwy.

and Sun. noon-5 p.m. Call 986-4505 or 
visit www.cigardepotrailyard.com.

3 Needles and herbs
After studying traditional Japanese 
and Chinese medicine in Boston, Sarah 
Johnson moved to Austin earlier this 
year. In August, she started working as 
an acupuncturist for Yen Acupuncture 
and Herbal Clinic Inc, 715 Discovery 
Blvd., Ste. 305. The clinic specializes in 
pain management, women’s health and 
digestive health. Call 260-1710 or visit 
www.yenacupuncture.com.

4 On your side
Nationwide Insurance held a ribbon 
cutting Oct. 1 to celebrate the opening 
of its newest office at 921 W. New Hope 
Drive, Ste. 603. Owner Gary Pollard 
and Associate Agent Robin Martin offer 
home, renter, condo and auto insurance, 
as well as coverage for motorcycles, 

recreational vehicles and boats. Open 
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday by 
appointment. Call 986-8873 or visit 
www.nationwide.com.

5 Allergies away
Allergy and Asthma Clinic of Central 
Texas opened a new location at 103-A2 
N. Bell Blvd. Aug. 4. The clinic treats 
asthma and food, seasonal and skin 
allergies. Open Mon. 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., 
Tue. 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Thu. 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Call 610-3388 or visit 
www.allergycentex.com.

6 Health spa
Alternative medicine center Superior 
Healing offers spa treatments and will 
hold a grand opening Oct. 27, with an 
open house 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m. at its new 
location in the Creek Bend Office Condos, 
930 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 201. Prizes will be 
raffled off hourly at the open house and 
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Bank less. Live more.

512.836.5901
goamplify.com

Federally insured up to 
$250,000 by NCUA.

Need extra
 money now?
Right now we have home 

equity loan rates as low as 
4.99% APR*. Home equity 
loans are one of the most 

inexpensive ways to borrow 
and you can use your loan for 

anything you choose.

Apply for a home equity  
loan online or give us a call  

at 512.836.5901 and  
apply by phone.

* APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Fixed rate current 
as of 09/04/2009, subject to change.  Rates may 
vary based on creditworthiness and term.  Loans 
subject to approval.  Contact AMPLIFY for details.

Cedar Park 
SPOOKTACULAR!
n Coloring contest for kids  
     through 10/30

n Costume contest Saturday  
     10/31 from 2 – 4 pm

n  Prizes in all categories 

202 Walton Way, Cedar Park, TX 
Get more info at goamplify.com.

Cedar Park Branch
SPOOKTACULAR!

®

9
10
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call for an appointment today
at our new location!

A sister location of Avery Ranch Dental

AVERY RANCH DENTAL
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., C-100

512.246.7645

LAKELINE RANCH DENTAL
10900 Lakeline Mall Dr. #250

Austin, Texas 78717
512.583.0700

year end
is coming 
soon!
Don’t let your
insurance
benefits
expire!

year end
is coming 
soon!
Don’t let your
insurance
benefits
expire!

WE OFFER THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY

• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Zoom Whitening

• General Dentistry

• Non-invasive Early Oral Cancer Detection

• Sedation Dentistry

• Laser Dentistry

• Invisalign

• Fully Digital O�  ce

512.583.0700

Free 
Cosmetic 

Consultation & 
20% off  

“Smile Makeover”  
O� er ends December 31st, 2009

News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 
E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

Dr. Oliver Lou, second from left in front, and the staff of 
Signature Eye Care relocated their office in September.

16

Paul Wrench of Wrench Funeral Home recently opened the 
first built-from-scratch green funeral home in the nation.

Greg and Nicole Seagren of Sugarbakers Bake Shop offer 
cupcakes, cookies, cakes and coffee.
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include treatment packages, as well as 
facial and body products. Open Mon.-Sat. 
by appointment. Call 336-7838.

7 Get covered
Insurance agent Jeffrey Dietz opened 
Allstate Insurance, 13010 W. Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 400, in August. The office will 
offer a full line of insurance, including 
home, auto and financial services. Open 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call 
528-0099 or visit www.allstate.com.

8 Diamonds and gold
Rudolf Lailson opened Pariseli Jewelry, 
1075 N. Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 101, Sept. 14. 
The shop offers custom-design items and 
jewelry repair and sells original pieces. 
Open Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and 
Saturday by appointment. Call 207-7107.

9 Pay, then call
Moon Lee and son Josh Lee opened 
Wireless Net Boost Mobile, 251 N. 
Bell Blvd., Ste. 116-A, Sept. 18. Among 
the services the store offers are prepaid 
cellular phones on the Sprint network, 
mobile phone accessories and repair 
service. Open Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Call 335-8100.

10 Cuts, curls and color
Caprice Hair Salon, 119 N. Bell Blvd., 
Ste. A, opened earlier this year. Vilma 
and Carlos Sura offer haircuts for men 
and women, coloring, perms and waxing. 
Open Mon.-Tue. and Thu.-Fri. 9:30 a.m.-
7 p.m., Wed. 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. and Sat. 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 219-7077.

11 Skate away 
A skateboard store, The District 
Skateboard Supply, recently changed 
ownership. Matt Dinger and his wife 
took over the business, located at 200 S. 
Bell Blvd., Ste. B07, Oct. 1. The store will 
provide the same products and services, 
including skateboards, longboards, 
accessories and apparel. Call 276-2080 or 
visit www.skatethedistrict.com.

12 Healing for kids
Milestones Children’s Therapy moved to 
its new location, 1101 Arrow Point Drive, 
Bldg. 1, Ste. 105, Sept. 8. The center’s 13 
therapists offer children occupational, 
physical, speech, feeding and music 
therapy. Major insurance plans, including 

Medicaid and CHIP, are accepted. Open 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call 260-3300 
or visit www.milestonestherapy.com.

13 Learning center opens
Brothers Patrick and Thomas Murphey 
opened a Kids ‘R’ Kids Oct. 7 at 1301 N. 
Lakeline Blvd. The center provides care, 
including infant, pre-kinder, before-and- 
after school and summer camp programs, 
for children 6 weeks to 12 years old. The 
center offers pick up and drop off to seven 
nearby schools. Open Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-
6:30 p.m. Call 651-1700 or visit 
www.krkcedarpark.com. 

14 Upscale dining
Dulce’s, The Art of Mexican Cuisine 
opened in September at Lakeline Mall, 
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, to offer guests 
a high-end dining experience with a 
Mexican flair. The restaurant seats 150 
and features art from Sergio Bustamante. 
A grand opening is planned for late 
October. Open Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Fri-Sat. 11 a.m.-11 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.-
7 p.m. Call 258-2277 or visit 
www.dulcesaustin.com.

15 Burgers and tacos
A new food court restaurant, Dave’s 
Hamburgers, opened Aug. 5 in Lakeline 
Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive. Owner 
David Reed offers breakfast tacos, 
burgers, seasoned fries, chili cheese fries 
and onion rings. Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-
9 p.m. and Sun. 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 
219-8077.

16 Eye center moves
Dr. Oliver Lou moved Signature Eye 
Care, 2071 Cypress Creek Road, to a 
new office in the Cypress Bend Shopping 
Center in September. The center offers eye 
exams, same-day service glasses, contact 
lenses and laser-assisted vision correction. 
Open Mon. 8 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Tue.-Fri. 
8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call 250-1700 or visit 
www.sigeyecare.com.

17 Insurance policies
Manager Chris Baumli opened Inspire 
Insurance Solutions Inc., 301 Brushy 
Creek Road, Ste. 106, Aug. 1. The 
independent office offers access to more 
than 100 insurance carriers for rates on 
home, auto and business insurance. Open 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call 257-3773 
or visit www.inspire-insurance.com.

Leander

18 Funeral home opens
Owner Paul Wrench held a grand 
opening Sept. 20 for Wrench Funeral 
Home, 1200 S. Bagdad Road. The 5,000 
sq. ft. mortuary includes a 150-person 
capacity chapel and offers many burial 
options including green burials, memorial 
services, cremations and online streaming 
of services for those who cannot attend. 
Open Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 
9 a.m.-noon and Sun. by appointment. 
Call 260-8800 or visit 
www.wrenchfuneralhome.com.

Vanecek CPA
Bill Vanecek started offering general 
bookkeeping, financial statement 
preparation and accounts receivable 
services from his home Sept. 15. Vanecek 
CPA also offers bank reconciliation and 
preparation and QuickBooks consultation. 
Available by appointment. Call 260-2616 or 
visit www.vanecekcpa.com.

Baseball consultant
Former major league scout and minor 
league coach Tommy Le Vasseur started 
home-based Future Stars Baseball 
Program in September. The program 
offers a 10-week plan that includes 
strength training, nutrition advice, 
conditioning guidance and pointers on 
baseball fundamentals. The program 
also offers college placement help and 
professional networking with major 
league clubs. Available by appointment at 
various locations. Call 818-523-4288.

Community

Football in Spanish
K-MAC Deportes, a branch of internet 
broadcaster K-MAC Sports, started its 
first season of streaming some Central 
Texas high school football games in 
Spanish. Games, including Cedar Park 
and Leander, are transmitted in Spanish 
or English and are available live online 
each Friday night. To view a full schedule 
of this year’s football season, listen to 
play-by-play live broadcasts and past 
games, visit www.kmacdeportes.com. 
Call 466-7751.

18
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*Offer ends 10/31/09. Valid for new residential customers only. $24.99 per month for 12 months Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps price applies when bundled with Digital Cable at regular rate. After 12 months, Road Runner High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps will return to regular rate in effect at 
that time. May not be combined with any other offer. All services not available in all areas. Additional charges apply for applicable taxes and fees. Subscription to Road Runner Standard or Turbo is required for PowerBoost®. Actual speeds may vary. Not all service tiers are available in all areas. Many 
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Call 1-888-TWC-8585 or visit timewarnercable.com

Road Runner™ High Speed Online. 
Game-winning speed.

Road Runner™ High Speed Online 7.0 Mbps 
with PowerBoost®

only

$2499
per month 
for 12 months
when you bundle with Digital Cable!*
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By Kara Vaught
Nine years ago, Sherrie and 

Chris Kjar received a heartbreak-
ing diagnosis for their son, Dillon. 
He was so severely autistic, the 
doctor said, that he would likely 
need to be institutionalized by the 
time he was 6 years old.

“[The doctor said] the only 
thing he could do was put Dillon 
on anti-seizure medicine,” Sher-
rie said. “Being a chiropractor, 
I know the side effects of it. He 

Business Profile    Food for Life   Cedar Park

The Kjar family, from left: Sherrie, Chris and their son, Dillon
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wasn’t having seizures, so that 
didn’t make any sense to me.”

Sherrie delved into researching 
the condition and hit upon what 
she said made all the difference 
for Dillon: a gluten-, casein- and 
dairy-free diet.

“[Kids with autism] can’t break 
down gluten and it causes leaky 
gut syndrome,” she said. “When 
I removed dairy from his diet 
[at 2 years old], three days later 
we were out in the garage and he 

counted to 10. I didn’t even know 
he knew what one to 10 was. We 
did a lot of other therapies, but I 
believe they worked because I had 
him on this diet already.”

Dillon, 10, is now in main-
stream fourth grade and on the 
honor roll. 

Six months ago, Sherrie opened 
Food for Life, a gluten- and 
casein-free café and store in Ce-
dar Park where customers can eat 
in or take out. Depending on the 
food item, the taste is the same or 
better than foods with gluten and 
casein in them.

“This diet is not convenient,” 
Sherrie said. “My hope in opening 
this store is it would make it more 
convenient for people, and maybe 
more parents would do this for 
their children.”

Gluten is a natural component 
of wheat, barley and other grains, 
and casein is in milk and other 
dairy products. These substances 
are not easy to avoid, Sherrie 
said, and nutrition labels may not 
necessarily use the words “gluten” 
or “casein.”

Which is why coming to Food 
for Life is a relief for many of her 
customers, Sherrie said.

“People have cried; people 
hug and kiss on me. I’ve had 
people pray for us. It’s been an 
overwhelming response,” she 
said. “Customers say, ‘I love 
coming in here and I don’t have 
to read one label.’”

Because Sherrie attributes her 
son’s success to this diet, she is 
meticulous in making certain 
her ingredients are indeed 
gluten- and casein-free—even if 
the manufacturer has given her 
the OK. She tests anything she 
is uncertain about, with strips 
that test chemicals in foods. 
Outside food is not permitted in 
the building to ensure no cross-
contamination occurs.

“You have to really trust 
someone, cooking like this, that 
they know what they are doing,” 
Sherrie said.

Food for Life has become 
a family affair, in addition to 
a second business for Sher-
rie, who still sees chiropractic 
patients about 25 hours a week. 
Her father, Billy Jack Newland, 
moved temporarily from Den-
ton to help and is now a fixture 
at the store. Dillon likes to 
greet customers, and Chris just 

invented a new wing sauce for 
Friday pizza and wing nights.

Sherrie encourages families 
with autistic children to feel 
comfortable having a meal at 
Food for Life.

“If they have a tantrum, it’s 
OK,” Sherrie said. “We’ve all 
been there.”

Food for Life
2051 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. L, 
Cedar Park
331-0096
www.gfcfcuisine.com
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Food for Life menu 
Sherrie is always adding new menu 
items and will even fulfill special 
requests to the best of her ability. 
Chicken pot pie and pizza are her 
current best-sellers. She is creating 
several soups for the cooler weather, 
as well as a Thanksgiving meal 
complete with stuffing.
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BEST Service, BEST Installation
in Central Texas since 1989

S. Bell Blvd. (183) Lakeline Blvd.

183A

Avery Ranch

512-335-8908
shadesoftexaswindowtinting.com

Solar Control Window Films• 
Decorative Films• 
Safety and Security Films• 
Anti-Graffi ti Films• 

HOME COMMERCIAL

Authorized Window Film Dealer 
Prestige Dealer Network

Please call for a FREE estimate 
and professional consultation.

3MTM Window Films reduces 
heat, glare and fading. 
Trailer rentals and 
vehicle inspections

Mention 
this ad for 

FALL 
DISCOUNTS

Grand Opening 

Healthy Woman 
Anniversary Celebration

November 12, 2009 • 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
Cedar Park Center

Plated Dinner • Health Expo • Silent Auciton

The Rachelle Briton & 
BettySport Fashion Show

Keynote Speaker
Linda Armstrong Kelly

Featuring

&
Purchase tickets now at 
CedarParkRegional.com, 
call 1.800.745.3000 or 
stop by the Cedar Park 
Center box offi ce.
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Cousins Oscar Paredes and Luis Parada, owners of Leander Signs

Business Profile    Leander Signs   Leander
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By K. Jenney
As property managers in Los Angeles 

several years ago, cousins Oscar Paredes 
and Luis Parada responded to the needs of 
landlords in some of the most high-priced 
rent areas of the city. So, when they had 
difficulty with a sign vendor on a project to 
renovate three properties, the cousins took 
matters into their own hands. 

 “We just couldn’t get good service,” 
Paredes said. “The project was a struggle, 
so when it was finished, our boss charged 
us with finding a new sign vendor.”

The research and interview process 
turned out to be more than a job assign-
ment. It was the beginning of a new career.

“The more vendors we spoke with, the 
more interested we became in how the sign 
industry worked,” Parada said.

It was also the height of California’s 
housing market, and the pair had been 
discussing moving their families out of 
southern Los Angeles and starting a new 
business together.

“Everything seemed to come together, so 
we sold our houses, packed up and moved 
to Leander,” Paredes said. 

The cousins selected the Central Texas 
town because it was still a relatively small 
but growing Austin suburb that offered a 
good school system for their children.

Armed with determination and a wealth 
of knowledge about the sign business, they 
registered Leander Signs in September 
2006. Their grand opening was the fol-
lowing November, and things have been 
moving up since.

Leander Signs offers a full line of signage 
and promotional materials, including 
custom full-color wood, metal, lighted and 
neon signs; banners, magnetic signage, 
vehicle graphics and lettering; interior sig-
nage, posters, decals and bumper stickers; 
business cards and forms and brochures. 
They also recently added a line of embroi-
dery items and work apparel to further 
help businesses brand their identity.

Despite their appearance as a mom-and-
pop shop, the staff of one part-time and 
five full-time employees is capable of meet-
ing the needs of large commercial proj-
ects. The company just purchased a small 
bucket truck to meet this growing need, 
and it continues to modify its business 
model to adjust to the current economy.

“Our greatest accomplishment thus far 
is also our greatest challenge, and that is 
maintaining and growing our business,” 
Paredes said. “We are fortunate that the 
residents and businesses of the Leander 
area have welcomed us. We have a good, 
loyal clientele.”

The next step for the company is to re-
locate from its current location on Brushy 
Street onto the frontage of US 183. The 
cousins said they hope to make that move 
in the next few years. 

Leander Signs
200 S. Brushy St.
528-0887
www.leandersigns.com

What’s with the sign?
When you first pull up to Leander Signs, you 
might be fooled by the unassuming, clean 
wooden sign that sits on four small pedestals of 
stone. Don’t be. 

The simple signage is not a representation of 
the biggest and best that Leander Signs can 
do, but rather a commitment to maintaining 
the historical integrity of the area of Leander 
known as Old Town. Signage restrictions in 
the business’s location call for nonelectrical 
wooden exterior signs that may only be 
illuminated with spotlighting during designated 
evening hours. Paredes and Parada look forward 
to the eventual move to US 183 so they can 
show passers-by “what we can really do.”
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800 Crystal Falls 
Parkway, #4
Leander, Texas 78641

Member of the American Optometric Association

The goal at Texas Family 
Eyecare is to provide 
comprehensive family eyecare 
and quality eyeware to 
enhance the beauty of life for 
all our patients.  We believe in 
patient education, starting with 
good eye health habits from 
childhood to adulthood.  Dr. 
West wants to make sure that 
you understand every aspect 
of your vision and what can 
make it change.  Call to set 
up an appointment today, so 
that you can get in the habit 
of healthy eyecare.

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Physician Assistant

Physician Assistant

Aesthetician

Skin Cancer Prevention & Treatment • Skin Rejuvenation

Laser Hair Removal • Photofacial/Intense Pulsed Light 
Botox • Fillers • Chemical Peels • Microdermabrasion

Trust the care of  
your skin to the 

providers at Lone 
Star Dermatology. 

Combining 
specialized training 

with advanced 
treatments to care 

for you.

F I G H T
BREAST
CANCER

When I was diagnosed with breast cancer, I knew the support of my family

and friends would be really important. I chose to partner with Texas

Oncology right here in my hometown, so I wouldn’t have to travel to get the

care I need. Texas Oncology is part of the country’s largest network of

cancer specialists, researchers and treatment centers. Like thousands of

my fellow Texans, I’m glad I have Texas Oncology on my side.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) • www.TexasOncology.com

Austin • Cedar Park • Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.
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Sponsored by

October

Community Events   

16-17 |  Fall Fest ‘09
This two-day event includes a street dance, cookoffs, art 
exhibits, live music, children’s activities and vendor booths.
Old Town Leander, West Willis Street and North Brushy Street, 
Leander, Fri. 7-9:30 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. • Free 
www.leandercommunityclub.org

16-31 |  Twin Lakes YMCA haunted house
Enjoy a frightfully good time with the family
Twin Lakes Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park
Fri. and Sat. 6 -11 p.m. • $8 • 250-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org

17 |  Kids Fishing Derby
Children up to age 14 can fish in Brushy Creek Lake and prizes 
will be awarded. Bring a nonperishable food item for Hill 
Country Community Ministries
Brushy Creek Lake Park, 3300 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park
8-11:30 a.m. • Free • 844-4137 • www.centexbasshounds.com

Cedar Park Kiwanis Club Pancake Breakfast
Proceeds benefit Kiwanis youth activities including Key Club, 
leadership development and scholarships
Applebee’s Restaurant, 11013 Lakeline Mall Blvd., 
Cedar Park • 8-9:30 a.m. • $6 • 258-1860

17-18 |  Hill Country ShootOut Leander BBQ 
Cook-Off 
VFW Post 10427 will host its third annual cookoff featuring 
food, entertainment and a silent auction; proceeds benefit a 
scholarship fund for high school seniors.
VFW Post 10427, 8760 FM 2243, Leander • Free 
Fri. 5 p.m.-midnight, Sat. 9 a.m.-11 p.m. • 868-7238
www.leandercookoff.com

21 |  Fall Farmer’s Market 
Products for sale include Raising 5 Cattle Co. vendor Deborah 
Hajda’s grass-fed beef, seasonal vegetables and natural, 
vegan-based bath products from Vibrant Naturals.
Good Earth Day School, 10820 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, 
Leander • 4-5:30 p.m. • Free • 259-3922
www.goodearthschool.com

23 |  Movies in the Park “Madagascar 2”
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander
Movie begins at dusk. • Free • 528-9909
www.leandertx.org

24 |  Book Signing and Concert
Author H. Joaquin Jackson will speak and sign copies of his 
book “One Ranger: A Memoir.” Following that, the public can 
enjoy live country music by Sons of the Lone Star; Western 
street dance, concessions and picnic
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway, Cedar Park
Book signing is 5 p.m. and dance is 6-8 p.m.
Free • 401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

Music        s c e n e

Calendar events must be submitted by the first Friday 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.

      Cedar Park Center  
   E v E N T S

Texas Stars Home Games
Oct. 20, 23, 24, 31
Nov. 1, 6, 7, 14
Other events
November
2 |  Kelly Clarkson, All I Ever Wanted Tour
7:30 p.m. • $42.50 and up

18-22 |  Walking with Dinosaurs, 
The Arena Spectacular • $21 and up

Multipurpose sports and entertainment venue
2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park

467-8277 • www.cedarparkcenter.com

Dig Pub: singer/songwriter sets, cover bands, jazz; Thursdays and 
Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays 8 p.m.; some Sundays • 401 Cypress Creek 
Road, Ste. 600, Cedar Park • 996-9900 • www.thedigpub.com
Oct.   16 |  Fiesta Explosion
  23  |  Blue Rail
  24 | The Detentions 
  30 | Shaun Davenport

Hayashi Modern Japanese Cuisine: cover bands, karaoke, 
comedy; Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 9:30 p.m.
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T-140, Cedar Park • 986-7176 
www.hayashigrill.com
Oct.   29 | Divas and Cavaliers
  31 | Halloween Party

It’s a Grind: acoustic sets, singer/songwriters, jazz; Fridays and 
Saturdays 8:30 p.m. • 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
259-2220 • www.itsagrind.com
Oct.    23 | Fiesta Explosion

Moonie’s Burger House: Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic 
country and old rock ‘n’ roll; every Thursday 6-9 p.m. 
200 S. Bell Blvd., Cedar Park • 249-5214

O’Leander: Jimmy Simms Trio performs classic country and old 
rock ‘n’ roll Fridays 6:30-9 p.m.; Double-R-Nothin’ plays country 
Saturdays 6:30-9 p.m. • 105 W. Willis St., Leander • 259-3388

Post Beer Bar: live music, including country and Motown; 
Saturdays 9 p.m.-1 a.m. • 601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
258-2434
Oct.   17 | The Star Fires
  31 | Brian Collins

Shooters Billiards & Sports Bar: live music Fridays 
9 p.m.-1 a.m. • 11416 RR 620 North, Austin • 401-2060
Oct.   16 | KLBJ Party
  23  |  The Video Stars
  30 | Memphis Train Revue

Taps Pub: open mic Sundays 7-9 p.m.; Karaoke Mondays  
7:30 p.m.-close, rock or blues Fridays and Saturdays 8-10 p.m.
2011 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 249-9340 • www.tapspub.com 
Oct.   16 | Drew Womack
  17 | Chris the 90/90
  22 | Tanner McPhaul
  23 | Jul & The Chrome Wheels
  31 | Mad Dog 

vino100: acoustic sets, including country, pop, jazz, covers; Fridays 
and Saturdays 8:30-11 p.m. • 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste.102, 
Cedar Park • 259-8467 • www.vino100cedarpark.com 
Oct.  16 | Philip Morrow
  17 | Jordann Mitchell
  22 | Mr. Thrill
  24 | April Hall
  30 | John Curtis

Twin Lakes YMCA
Celebrate Halloween with costumes, carnival games, rides, 
inflatables, concessions, a pumpkin patch, music and goodies.
Twin Lakes Family YMCA, 204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park
5-10 p.m. • $10 (per vehicle) • 250-9622 
www.ymcagwc.org

Concordia Faculty Trio
Dr. Patricia Griggs-Burnham, Dr. Karla Hamelin and Dr. Ellen C. 
Johnson perform. 
Concordia University, 11400 Concordia University Drive, Bldg. 
A chapel, Austin • 7 p.m. • Free • 313-5424 
www.concordia.edu

Leander High School Fall Craft Market
Crafters and vendors from the area sell and exhibit their 
wares; proceeds benefit Leander High School baseball
Leander High School, 3301 S. Bagdad Road, Leander 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. • $2 (adults), $1 (children and seniors) 
680-4499 • www.leanderbaseball.com

Good Earth Day School Fall Festival
Hay ride, pony rides, face painting, games, vendors, petting 
zoo, refreshments and live music by Cowgirl Sue 
Good Earth Day School, 10820 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
10 a.m.-1 p.m. • $3, plus ride fees • 259-3922
www.goodearthschool.com

Third Annual Classic Car Cruise-In 
Noncompetitive, informal display where more than 42 area 
classic car clubs will show off their rides
Gateway at Leander Shopping Center, 
1495 US Hwy 183, Leander
1-8 p.m. • Free • 259-1907 • www.leandercc.org

25 |  Humane Society of Williamson County
Celebrate the society’s 30th anniversary with a family-friendly 
party, adoption reunion, live music, animal demonstrations, 
dog contests, food, drink and vendors. Humane Society of 
Williamson County, 10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander 
noon-5 p.m. • Free • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

30 |  Fall Golf Tournament
Network and promote business while playing golf. Sponsored 
by Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce, Randolph-Brooks FCU, 
Highland Lakes Real Estate and Signature Eye Care
Lago Vista Golf Club, 4616 Rimrock Drive, Lago Vista 
11 a.m. registration, 1 p.m. start • $75 (player), $300 (team)
260-7800 • www.cedarparkchamber.org

November
6 |  Movies in the Park “Transformers”
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander
Movie begins at dusk. • Free • 528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

12 |  Healthy Woman Anniversary Celebration
Food, silent auction, health expo, fashion show, cocktails and 
a presentation by Linda Armstrong Kelly, mother of renowned 
cyclist Lance Armstrong; sponsored by Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center

Cedar Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar Park • 5:30-
8:30 p.m. • $21.50 • 528-7104 • www.cedarparkregional.com

12-14 |  24th Annual Christmas Boutique
Handcrafted gifts and holiday decorations from 20 artists; 
canned goods will be collected for Hill Country Community 
Ministries
Walker House in Blockhouse Creek, 2600 Block House Drive 
South, Leander • Thu. noon-9 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • Free • 826-8988

14 |  Fable Fest
Cedar Park Public library celebrates reading with music, 
puppetry, storytelling, genealogy and science.
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway, Cedar Park • 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. • Free • 259-5353 • www.fablefest.com

Second Annual Girls Now Conference   
The conference for middle school-aged girls and parents 
covers pertinent teen issues.
The Ann Richards School for Young Women Leaders, 
2206 Prather Lane, Austin • 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • $20 • 841-4093
www.genaustin.org

16 |  Cedar Park Youth Scholarship Benefit Golf 
Tournament 
Proceeds provide scholarships to help Cedar Park-area youth 
participate in recreational programs
Twin Creeks Country Club, 3201 Twin Creeks Club Drive, 
Cedar Park • 10 a.m. practice, noon start • $100 per person and 
$150 per hole sponsorship • 401-5508 • www.cedarparktx.us

21 |  Eighth annual Holiday Bazaar
Arts, crafts, food and activities for the whole family; proceeds 
benefit Project Graduation 2010
Cedar Park High School, 2150 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. • $2 (adults), Free (children) • 217-0498

Nov.      6 | Voyces
  13 | Mark Craven
  19 | Karen Chisholm
  20 | Blue Rail

Nov.        7 | DeWayne Davis Deluxe
  14 | The Kay’s
  21 | Vince and Lee

Nov.     6 | The JMB
  13 | Suede
  20 | LC Rocks
  27 | The Video Stars

Nov.     6 | Brentwood Drive
  12 | Tanner McPhaul
  14 | Linton & Mancilla
  21 | Chris the 90/90
  26 | Tanner McPhaul

Nov.  6 | Alan Lemke
  13 |  Val & Eddie
  19 | Mr. Thrill

Nov.    13 | Divas and Cavaliers

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the 
Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.   
                     Within 1/2 mile of Henry Middle School and           
                               Vista Ridge High School.

Bui ld ing  Hea l thy  Bi tes
Complimentary initial exam including• 
digital x-rays and photos
Extended before and after school hours• 
Most insurances � led with multiple • 
interest-free � nancing options
All treatment options and procedures• 
fully explained by Dr. Barnett
Innovation-C clear braces and •  
available

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from the 
Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery Ranch.   
              

and Beaut i fu l  Smi les

Blair R. Barnett, DDS, MS

12171 W. Parmer Ln. Cedar Park, TX 78613 
www.averyortho.com  

512-260-0084

Reupholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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October 15 thru November 15, 2009.
Come see our new arrivals!

First Annual Fall Fabric Sale20%OFF all in-stock and special 
order fabrics
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All loans and credit cards subject to credit approval. Member FDIC. © 2009 Copyright. 
www.cnbanktexas.com • 316 North Main, Taylor, TX 76574

Denis Phocas, Owner Alpha Granite  and Johnnie Mikeska, Branch President, Citizens National Bank  

At Citizens National Bank, we are helping businesses like Alpha 
Granite grow. They just moved to their new location at 915 West Howard Lane  
in Austin, expanded their facilities and added a showroom. We want to help 
your business the same way.

Just like always, we’re 
making business loans.

CITIZENS NATIONAL BANK
“Rated one of the nation’s strongest banks.”

2009 Economic Recovery Plan: As a part of the plan, new financing tools 
and programs are available for businesses. Ask us about reduced SBA lending 
fees, expanded eligibility and increased SBA assistance. 

Our lenders have SBA experience and offer quick service. For more information 
about available lending options, please contact us today at (512) 352-7641.

Adult & Pediatric Allergy
Asthma & Clinical Immunology

1508 Leander Rd.
Georgetown, TX 78628
(512) 931-2288

4204 E. Stan Schlueter Lp.
Killeen, TX 76542

(254) 690-2800

1201 Sam Bass Rd.
Round Rock, TX 78681
(512) 388-1861

6600 S. Mopac Expwy Ste. 2180
Austin, TX 78749

(512) 892-3336

DR. BRIAN TERRY MILLER
DR. UDAY K. REDDY

DR. ANTHONY R. HENRY

JENTRY RIDDLE, PA-C
DONNA PROKOP-FETTIG, PA-C

  Allergic Headache
  Asthma
  Hay Fever
  Food Allergies
  Bronchitis
  Sinusitis
  Eczema
  Drug Allergies
  Urticaria (Hives)

Ac ce p t i n g  m o s t  m a j o r  i n s u r a n c e s.  C a l l  t o  s c h e d u l e  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t. 

Diplomate American Board of Allergy 
and Immunology

Certifi ed Physician Assistant

103 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
(512) 610-3388



impactnews.com   October 2009  |  13  

Practice makes perfect.
(again)

For the sixth year in a row, Heart Hospital of Austin has 

been ranked as the number one heart program in Texas, according 

to the Eleventh Annual HealthGrades Hospital Quality in America 

Study™.  The study, the largest of its kind, analyzed patient outcomes at 

virtually all of the nation’s 5,000 hospitals. No other hospital in Texas 

has ever achieved this distinction more than once, let alone six times 

in a row. So if you ever need quality health care with a comprehensive 

approach, come to the Heart Hospital of Austin. It’s a perfect place for 

your heart. 

HealthGrades produces objective health care studies that provide independent quality 
information about hospitals by researching and analyzing Medicare discharges from 
virtually every U.S. hospital. The 2009 HealthGrades ratings for all hospitals nationwide are 
available, free of charge at www.healthgrades.com.

www.hearthospitalofaustin.com
512-407-7000

HHA_PmakesP_LeanderCP.indd   1 9/25/09   10:59 AM

Lakeline
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Anderson Mill Rd.
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www.bluebonnetschool.com

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
A Private Preparatory Preschool

Secure campus•	

Spanish and music classes for all •	
preschoolers two and older

Individualized program and child •	
assessments

Degreed, credentialed, •	
experienced  teachers

Challenging curriculum which •	
fosters a lifetime of learning

Chef-prepared lunches and snacks•	
Free Internet viewing for parents•	

Infants • Toddlers • Preschool
Kindergarten • Afterschool

The Nation’s Best Preschool
Is In Your Neighborhood!
A lifetime of learning begins with the first moment of wonder.

Bluebonnet School 
of Cedar Park
3420 El Salido Pkwy. (at RR620)

512-331-9009

SELECTED! 
 National Child 

Care Center of the Year 

SELECTED! 
National Child 

Care Center of the Year 

National Child 
Care Center of the Year 

N
C

National Child
Care Center of the Year
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EADINESS CERTIFICATION

READY FOR SCHOOL, READY F
OR

 LI
FE

.SCHOOL            READY!

Texas School
Readiness
Certified
2007, 2008, 2009

pica

1.5
pica

Whitestone Blvd.

C-Bar 
Ranch Trl.

         Medical Pkwy.

Neighborhood Dining    Taco Real Mexican Grill   Cedar Park

General Manager Jorge Soto takes a customer’s order, one of Taco Real’s $5.99 daily lunch specials. The 
restaurant also offers Mexican beer and sodas as part of its authentic feel. 
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By Clara Cobb
Taco Real Mexican Grill is a 

locally owned restaurant with 
south-of-the-border flair. 

At this taquería, the smell 
of homemade tortillas fills the 
air as buzzers go off signaling a 
customer’s order is ready. Tor-
tillas and salsa are made fresh 

Taco Real Mexican Grill
1890 Ranch
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
986-7153
Open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., daily

Specials 
Taco Real offers $5.99 daily lunch 
specials, which include a drink. Starting 
Oct. 17, the restaurant will feature a new 
happy hour from 2 to 5 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday, where domestic beers are 
$2 and appetizers are half price.

Taco Real also has Wi-Fi available.

onsite, and dishes are accented 
with authentic toppings, such as 
queso fresco.

The Mexico City-inspired 
restaurant opened May 2 and is 
co-owned by Mike Collins and 
his partners, who also own 18 
Burger King franchises in the 
Austin area. 

When it came time for a new 
project several months ago, they 
had Mexican in mind. 

“We wanted to do something 
different, that was authentic 
Mexican and not the traditional 
Tex-Mex,” Collins said.

While his favorite Mexico 
destinations include vacation hot 
spots Puerto Vallarta and Can-
cún, Collins and his employees 
have traveled to or are from vari-
ous parts of Mexico, and they add 
to the flavor at the restaurant. 

Taco Real features a taco plate 
($6.99-$7.99) with two tacos, rice 
and Taco Real’s signature refried 
black beans. 

In addition to tacos ($2-$3 
each), the restaurant has wraps, 
nachos, quesadillas, soups, 
salads, appetizers and desserts. 
Sopapillas and churros are 99 
cents. Taco Real’s salsa bar 
features four custom sauces, 
including verde, carrot haba-
nero, traditional red sauce and 
fire-roasted chipotle. 

Like all the food at Taco Real, 
the salsas are made fresh daily, 
Collins said.

“We try to stay healthy,” he 
said, noting the restaurant serves 

a white Spanish-style rice and 
black beans, which he said are 
more nutritious than traditional 
Mexican food.

That, Collins said, is the mis-
sion for Taco Real: to be fast, 
healthy and family friendly. 

“Given our background, we’re 
used to working in chains,” he 
said. “Our hope is to one day 
make it a chain. Because every-
thing is made onsite, there’s a lot 
of prep and a lot of following the 
recipe. We always want it to be 
the same every time.”

While the sagging economy 
has prevented the partners from 
opening new storefronts, they 
have expanded the options at 
their flagship Cedar Park taque-
ría. The first expansion came in 
the form of scrambled eggs— 
breakfast taco-style, of course 
($1.49). 

“We have businesses that call 
three days a week and we supply 
them with breakfast tacos,” Col-
lins said. “It’s a great way to start 
the day.”

Taco Real also offers an Austin 
favorite: migas ($3.99). 

“Everybody loves migas,” Col-
lins said.  

N

On the plate: Acapulco and Yucatan tacos flanked 
with white, Spanish-style rice and black refried 
beans make up the taco plate. 
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Wade Etheredge, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center ERSTDAVIDS.COM

512-341-6428 

Know what to do in

an emergency? We do. 
  Our commitment, 24 / 7:
•  Quality, compassionate care.

•  Board certified emergency physicians

  and a highly trained ER nursing staff.

•  Specialists on call.

•  Advanced technologies for rapid

  diagnosis and treatment.

•  Accredited Chest Pain Center.

“In our ER, the best medicine starts with  
being seen quickly.”

Official Healthcare
Provider for:

In An Emergency,
Always Dial 911

Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Certifi edPreowned.com      913-3960

ACURA
2006 ACURA MDX TOUR. 45535 miles $22,995
AUDI
1999 A6 2.8Q 62996 miles $10,888
2005 A4 1.8T 53857 miles $14,500 C
2006 A3 2.0T 40585 miles $18,995 C
2007 A3 2.0T PREM 27317 miles $22,555 C
2007 A4 AVANT 2.0TQ 36767 miles $26,555 C
2008 A4 2.0T 12699 miles $30,555 C
2006 TT 225 ROADSTER 36147 miles $31,888 C
BMW
2006 BMW 330I SEDAN 52079 miles $22,900
2006 BMW X5 4.8I 32462 miles $38,726
CHEVROLET
2007 SUBURBAN LTZ
CHRYSLER
2006 PT CRUISER TOUR

FORD
2008 EDGE SEL 16885 miles $23,675
HYUNDAI
2005 ELANTRA GT 56500 miles $7,995
2008 SANTA FE 27814 miles $19,995
JAGUAR
2006 X-TYPE AT SR 40760 miles $15,995
JEEP
2007 WRANGLER 36246 miles $19,995
LAND ROVER
2006 LR3 V8 SE 4WD 45889 miles $24,775
MASERATI
2007 QUATTROPORTE 13424 miles $69,995
2009 QUATTROPORTE 9290 miles $104,995
MERCEDES-BENZ
2002 ML 320 4WD 131174 miles $11,800
2002 C230 SPT SP A 36613 miles $15,150

MINI
2006 MINI COOPER S 43188 miles $15,555
2008 COOPER HARDTOP 22650 miles $17,995
NISSAN
2004 XTERRA XE 4WD 44866 miles $11,495
2007 MURANO 53221 miles $17,495
PORSCHE
2001 BOXSTER 49748 miles $18,995
2006 BOXSTER S 34881 miles $35,995
2008 CAYENNE 10710 miles $46,995 C
2008 911 CARRERA 3605 miles $79,995 C
2007 911 TURBO COUPE 23536 miles $89,995 C
SAAB
2004 9-3 70567 miles $9,995
2004 9-5 64993 miles $9,995
2006 9-2X 40538 miles $10,626
2005 9-7X AWD DVD 68342 miles $14,575   

SUBARU
2008 IMPREZA I 11472 miles $15,995 C
2008 FORESTER 13080 miles $16,995 C
2006 BAJA 14219 miles $19,995 C
2009 LEGACY SP ED 7412 miles $21,995 C
2009 IMPREZA WAGON 6437 miles $21,995 C
TOYOTA
2008 PRIUS 35242 miles $16,995
2007 AVALON XLS 58185 miles $18,500
VOLVO
2005 S40I ASR 33589 miles $15,900 C
2006 S60 2.5T LEA SR 56188 miles $17,495 C
2006 S40I ASR 33646 miles $18,325 C
2008 S40I A 35224 miles $20,625 C
2006 XC70 AWD ASR5 27050 miles $22,995 C
2008 S40 T5 ASR 16368 miles $24,700 C
2010 XC60 T6 AWD 2792 miles $38,900

0070 SUBSU URBBUSUBURBAN LTZUBURBBANN BA
HRYSLER
00600666600 PT CRUISER TOURSER ROURCRUIUUIS

MERCEDES BENZ
00222 0 4WDML 320 L 32M DW00
00220 C230 SPT SP AC230 S SC ASP

1311747411 milesmm s $11,80011,80001$
36611313 milesm s $15,1505,15055

006200620 9-2XX9 40538388854 mmm
520055 9-7X AWD DVDVDDDWX A 683423 m

$38,900 2010 Volvo XC60 T6 AWD$30,555 2008 Audi A4 2.0T

$ ,
es $$9,995995$9,9995$ ,9959,9959,9995$ 9999
esesess 0,626$10,6$$10,6$$10,$$10$10$$10$1$10,66$
es $14$14,57575$14,575$14,57$14,5 5575$1

$ ,
20066200620062006200200200620020062020 X D ASRASR55XC70 AWD AS 5 2702705050 ilmiles $22$22 99,9955$22 CCC
2008 S40 T50 T5 ASR 16368 miles $24,70007$ CC
201020222 XC60 T6 AW6 AWDAAW 2792 miles $38,90000$3

$46,995 2008 Porsche Cayenne 
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Sidewalks under 
construction

N

By Melissa Mixon
Pedestrians looking for an easier and 

safer way to walk along US 183 in Cedar 
Park are in luck. 

A mile and a half worth of sidewalks 
are being built along both sides of US 183 
from FM 1431 to Cypress Creek Road. 
Construction of the sidewalks, which 
started at the end of August, is set to be 
complete by Jan. 1, said Garret Bonn, se-
nior engineer for the City of Cedar Park. 

The $598,673 project, which has been 
in the works for a few years, is funded by 
the city and by federal funding awarded 
to the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion. Under an agreement between the 
state and the city, Cedar Park will pay 
for $119,735 and the state will pay for the 
rest of the project. 

Bonn said the Cedar Park Community 
Development Corporation (4B), which 
uses a portion of the city’s sales tax to 
fund certain projects for streets, public 
parks, municipal facilities, and others, 
covered the city’s costs on the project. 
The corporation also funded the design 
phase of the project at roughly $212,000, 
he said. 

The project will place sidewalks along 
almost all of US 183 between Cypress 
Creek Road and FM 1431. 

“There’s a certain area where there are 
already sidewalks so this project is just 
filling in the holes on both sides [of the 
road],” Bonn said. 

Sidewalks on one undeveloped section 
along the road, at the corner of Cypress 
Creek and US 183, will not be built at 
this time. Bonn said sidewalks there will 
be built at a later time by the developer 
of the land. 

Bonn said there have been no major is-
sues caused by pedestrians walking along 
the road, but he said the sidewalks will 
make walking much safer, improve access 
to businesses along the road and enhance 
the appearance of US 183.  

“We’ll see some people walking kind 
of in a traffic lane and that’s always a 
worry,” he said. “We’re trying to give 
them a safe place to walk on.” 

Construction of the project will not af-
fect traffic, Bonn said. 

Sidewalks developed 
at a later date

With Physicians Health Choice, you choose the Plan that fits 
your needs. Our goal is to provide Medicare Beneficiaries with 
more benefits than Original Medicare. You can be assured with 
Physicians Health Choice you get more...

Choose a plan that works best for you:

SOME OF OUR  
BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

 No or low co-pay  
  for primary care  
  physician visits

 No or low monthly  
  plan premium

 Dental, vision and  
  hearing benefits

 Disease Management  
  program

 Gap Coverage  
  for Prescriptions

 Transportation2

PHYSICIANS HEALTH CHOICE.
FOR HEALTH.  FOR WELLNESS.  FOR LIFE.

Physicians Health Choice is a Medicare Advantage Organization with a Medicare 
Contract.  Individuals are eligible to enroll in the plan if the individual is entitled to 
Medicare benefits under Part A and enrolled in Part B and resides in the service area 
of the plan.  You must use plan providers except for emergent, urgent, or out of area 
dialysis.  You must continue to pay Medicare Part B premium if not otherwise paid 
for by Medicaid or by a third party.  If you obtain routine care from out-of-network 
providers, neither Medicare nor Physicians Health Choice will be responsible for the 
costs. The benefit information provided is not comprehensive. Additional information 
should be requested before making a decision about your coverage. Benefits, formulary, 
pharmacy, network premium and/or co-payment/coinsurance may change January 1, 
2010. Contact Physicians Health Choice for additional benefits and details.» 1. Benefits 
vary by plan and service area.» 2. Once all 26 one-way or 13 round trips have been 
used, transportation services will no longer be covered by Physicians Health Choice. In 
case of emergency, dial 911. Transportation services are provided for your convenience 
only and are not to be used for emergency purposes. Drivers are not medically trained. 
If a medical emergency occurs during transport, the driver will proceed to the nearest 
emergency department. Transportation is limited to service areas only. For members 
who are confined to a wheelchair, drivers can assist with up or down movement of no 
more than three (3) steps. Service is curb-to-curb, unless arrangements have been 
made for a wheelchair.» 3. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medicaid and 
Medicare.  Premiums, co-pays, coinsurance, and deductibles may vary based on the 
level of help that beneficiaries may receive.

 M0044_4002 ADCHOOSE09 CMS071709

Your Doctor.  
Your Neighborhood. 
Your Medicare  
Health Plan.

Physicians Health Choice Basic 
Medical coverage—no Prescription 
drug plan

Physicians Health Choice Select3 
Coverage for people with  
Medicare and Medicaid

Physicians Health Choice Standard 
Medical and Prescription drug plan—
no premium

Physicians Health Choice Wellness3 
Chronic Care plan/special needs 
with a monthly plan premium

Physicians Health Choice Extra 
Medical and Prescription drug plan 
with a small monthly premium

The choice is yours. Join Physicians Health Choice today to find 
out what plan is for you! Call or log on to:

PHCcares.com1-800-892-2192

1-800-290-9905 TTY
TDD

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8AM–5PM C.S.T.

Transportation Report Sidewalks along US 183
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Sign marking the construction of sidewalks on US 183 
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At the Capitol    Constitutional amendments on the November ballot
By Patrick Brendel

Texas legislators proposed 11 amend-
ments to the state constitution for voters 
to consider in the Nov. 3 election. Each 
amendment was approved by at least two-
thirds of the House and Senate.

The constitution has been amended 456 
times since 1876. In 2007, voters passed all 
16 of the amendments on the ballot.

County officials said they expect voter 
turnout to be very low this fall, as there 
are no public offices up for election. 
Williamson County Deputy Elections 
Administrator Kay Eastes said this elec-
tion may have an especially low turnout 
because in most areas there are not even 
bond issues up for consideration. 

Different cities and school districts often 
have their own ballot issues, but this fall, 
all of Williamson County—with the excep-
tion of the City of Hutto, which has bond 
propositions and charter amendments on 
its ballot—will have the same ballot with 
the 11 proposed amendments.

The following are descriptions of the 
amendments that will be voted on Nov. 3. 
For the full text, visit www.sos.state.tx.us/
elections/voter/whatisontheballot.shtml.

Allow cities and counties to issue bonds 
or notes to buy land to create buffer 
zones around military bases. (State 
lawmakers would have to pass subse-
quent legislation enabling the act to take 
effect.)

Require home appraisals to be based on 
the current value of the property, rather 
than the potential value of the property 
if used for a different purpose. Current 
law pegs appraisals on the “highest and 
best use” of the property.

Give the state authority to enforce uni-
form property appraisal standards and 
procedures. (The State Legislature has 
not enacted enabling legislation.)

Establish the National Research 
University Fund to encourage the 

development of more Tier One univer-
sities. A total of seven schools would be 
eligible for funding.

Allow the consolidation of appraisal 
review boards. Most Texas counties 
have a single appraisal district, but some 
counties share districts.

Renew the Veterans’ Land Board bond 
authority. More than $2 billion in fund-
ing would become available.

Allow members of the Texas State Guard 
to hold civil office. It would take effect 
Jan. 10.

Authorize the state to contribute 
resources to veterans’ hospitals. Simi-
lar legislation—not contingent on this 
amendment—already took effect June 19.

Establish a constitutional right to use 
and access public beaches. It would not 
change current practices but would put 
the Texas Open Beaches Act into the 
constitution.

Allow elected commissioners of emer-
gency service districts to serve four-year 
terms instead of two. It would affect 
Harris County and boards located in 
more than one county. Commissioners 
of Travis County ESDs are appointed 
rather than elected.

Restrict the use of eminent domain to 
taking property for public purposes. 
The Legislature could grant power of 
eminent domain to an entity only with 
two-thirds approval in each chamber.

For more information on the 
ballot items and to see results 
on election day, visit www.
impactnews.com/vote.

Amendment 1

Amendment 2

Amendment 3

Amendment 4

Amendment 5

Amendment 6

Amendment 7

Amendment 8

Amendment 10

Amendment 9

Amendment 11

VOTERSVOTERSInformation for

days of the early voting period, mobile 
voting units come to you. The mobile voting 
program includes sites at senior activity 
centers, hospitals, universities and outlying 
rural areas. Check the early voting schedule 
for dates when mobile voting centers will be 
in your area at www.wilco.org.

What if I’m not sure if I am a 
registered voter, or I don’t know        
my precinct number?

In Travis County, you may verify your status 
with the Travis County Voter Registrar’s 
office by calling 854-9473 or visit www.
co.travis.tx.us/county_clerk/election. 
Williamson County voters should visit 
www.wilco.org/elections for information on 
registration status, precinct number or the 
voting process.

What do I need to vote?
Registered voters can vote with a voter 
registration card, driver’s license or any 
official photo ID, birth certificate, United 
States citizenship papers or passport, 
a copy of a current utility bill, bank 
statement or other official document that 
shows the name and address of the voter.

Do I need a voter           
registration card?
Bringing the card will help both you and 
others in line by speeding up the process. 
If you do not have your card, you will be 
asked for a driver’s license or other form 
of positive identification. 

What is mobile voting?
Your busy schedule might make it 
difficult to get to the polls, so on certain 

Early voting Oct. 19-24 and Oct. 26-30

Election day Nov. 3
Leander locations

Pat Bryson Municipal Hall, 
201 N. Brushy St.

Leander High School, 
3301 S. Bagdad Road

Bagdad Elementary School, 
800 Deercreek Lane

First Baptist Church, 
10,000 FM 2243

Block House Creek 
Elementary School, 
401 Creek Run Drive

Pleasant Hill Elementary 
School, 
1800 Horizon Park Blvd. 

Cedar Park locations

Cedar Park High School, 
2150 Cypress Creek Road 

Naumann Elementary School, 
1201 Brighton Bend Lane
 
Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 
700 W. Whitestone Blvd.

Randalls, 
1400 Cypress Creek Road

Cedar Park locations
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd.
Randalls, 1400 Cypress Creek Road

Leander location
Pat Bryson Municipal Hall
201 N. Brushy St.

Cypress Elementary School, 
2900 El Salido Parkway

Treasure of the Hills 
Senior Center, 
408 Ridgewood Drive

Giddens Elementary School, 
1500 Timberwood Drive 
 
Mason Elementary School, 
1501 N. Lakeline Blvd. 

Faubion Elementary School, 
1209 Cypress Creek Road

Cedar Park Public Library, 
550 Discovery Blvd.
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City and County Notes   Recent news

Cedar Park Leander
Councilmember resigns 

Cedar Park Place 5 City 
Councilman Stephen Thomas 
announced Sept. 24 that he will 
step down from his council seat 
to pursue state office. His resig-
nation was effective Oct. 1.

Thomas, who has served on the 
Council for four and a half years, 
plans to run for state Rep. Dan 
Gattis’ seat in 2010. Gattis, who 
represents Williamson County, is 
running for State Senate. 

By Melissa Mixon 
 Williamson County managed to 

keep a bare-bones budget while also 
adding eight new positions and giving 
more money to employees’ retirement 
and health care, said Ashlie Koenig, the 
county’s budget officer.

Williamson County passes 2010 budget
The county approved its $121.2 mil-

lion budget for 2009-2010, along with 
an increased tax rate of 48.99 cents per 
$100 of appraised property value Aug. 
24. The tax rate is up from last year’s rate 
of 46.83 cents—meaning the average tax 
bill will increase $31.71 this year.

The budget is about $2 million less 
than last year’s budget and is $7 million 
less than what was originally requested 
by county department heads.

“There were almost $128 million in 
requests and we cut those down substan-
tially,” Koenig said. “The major drivers 
were really on the employer’s side. It was 
healthcare costs and retirement—things 

that were beyond their control.”
The county’s overall taxable value fell 

$3 billion, for a total property value of 
approximately $30.2 billion. As a result, 
the county had to make major cuts from 
its original budget proposal.

For more information, visit  
www.wilco.org. 

Cuts from 2010 proposed budget
$150,000 that would have gone toward • 
constructing a building at the Sam Bass Fire 
District fire station near Round Rock

$50,000 in savings by dropping the county’s • 
membership to the Austin-San Antonio 
Intermunicipal Commuter Rail District 

$133,000 that would have paid for purchasing • 
four new vehicles for the county’s constable 
offices

Budget highlights
$7 million toward the county’s retirement • 
contribution to its employees

$4 million for indigent care and health care • 
for county employees

$530,258 toward filling eight new full-time • 
positions, including costs of salaries and 
benefits

2008-2009 2009-2010 Outcome

General fund budget $123 million $121.2 million $1.8 million decrease

Property tax rate 46.83 cents 48.99 cents 2.16-cent increase

Average taxable  
home value

$185,272 $183,548 $1,724 decrease

Average tax bill $868 $899 $31 increase

2010 budget by the numbers

Leander’s comprehensive plan
Leander could be developed 

similarly to cities like Atlanta, 
with historical, dining and shop-
ping districts dotting the city, 
under a newly updated compre-
hensive plan that was presented 
to council members recently. 

The plan, which was first ad-
opted in 2002, is meant to be a 
guideline for the city’s Planning 
and Zoning Commission on 
how Leander should grow and 
develop.

The plan includes the pres-
ervation of historic sites in the 
city, green development, tree 
protection in commercial areas, 
beautification of civil buildings 
and the incorporation of public 
art, courtyards and plazas in 
commercial developments.

A public hearing on the plan 
will be held by the end of the 
year before the council votes on 
it. For more, visit 
www.leandertx.org.

Entertainment center opens
The Cedar Park Center opened 

Sept. 25 with a ribbon cutting 
attended by councilmembers, 
media, the public and developers 
of the center. 

That evening, Grammy-Award 
winning singer George Strait 
performed to a sold-out crowd. 

During the center’s ribbon 
cutting ceremony, city officials 
spoke of the long process to open 
the center at the intersection of 
New Hope Drive and Toll 183A.

Thomas’s announcement was 
made at the end of the council’s 
meeting. In discussing his resig-
nation, Thomas said the Sept. 24 
meeting would be his last.

“It’s been a pleasure to serve 
the citizens of Cedar Park, to 
work with the city staff and to 
work with my fellow council 
members,” Thomas said.

According to the city’s charter, 
the council has 30 days to fill 
Thomas’ seat. The appointed 

member can 
then serve 
in the spot 
until the 
next regular 
election, at 
which time, 
he or she 
may choose 
to run for 
the seat. The 
city declared the seat open dur-
ing its Oct. 15 council meeting.

Stephen Thomas, 
former City Council 
Place 5 member
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Cedar Park City Council members and 
business partners at the ribbon cutting of 
the Cedar Park Center Sept. 25
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“This project has been in the 
process for seven years. There’s 
been a lot of work and, finally, 
we’re at the finish line,” Cedar 
Park Mayor Bob Lemon said. 
“We could not have done this 
without the support of a lot of 
people, the most of whom were 
the citizens of Cedar Park.”

 The multiuse stadium has 
6,800 seats for hockey games and 
8,700 seats for concerts. The cen-
ter includes 24 suites, 545 club 
seats and a private club lounge.

kevinsglassandroofing.com

512-671-8740
KEVIN’S

GLASS & ROOFING 

Roofs•	
Glass•	
Auto	•	

			Glass
Fencing•	

Decks•	
Gutters•	
Siding•	
Pressure	•	

			Wash

Your “Whole Claims”
Roofing

Solution!
Call for a FREE Estimate Today:

Locally Owned & Operated

N

2243

183
South St.

Old 2243 West

Municipal Dr.

Bagdad Rd.

Bagdad, 2243 intersection
The $1.3 million construc-

tion at the crossing of Bagdad 
Road and Old 2243 West could 
be completed in about 25 dry 
working days.

The work includes installing 
a five-lane section on Bagdad 
Road 500 feet north of the 
intersection to match the south 
stretch and a transition back to 
three lanes. 

On 2243, east and west of the 
intersection, the two-lane road 
will be converted into a four-
lane undivided road with lanes 
in each direction dedicated 
to right-turn, left-turn and 
straight-ahead lanes.

Roadwork
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Community Corridor    North Brushy Street   Leander

Business
1 The law office of Terry Davis & 

Associates opened in Leander in 2000. 
The Leander office provides will and 
probate services by appointment, and a 
full-service location is on US 183 in Cedar 
Park. 259-3955 • www.terrydavis.com
 
2 Bella’s Beauty Salon opened in 

October 2007. The salon offers haircuts, 
color, perms, highlights and waxing. 
Tue.-Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
260-2509
 
3 Waley Insurance Agency is 

independently owned and offers policies 
for automobiles, homes, boats, 
motorcycles, travel trailers/motorhomes, 
four wheelers, jet skis, bonds, farms/
ranches, and commercial equipment and 
liability. The agency was established in 
1980. Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-noon. and 
1:30-5 p.m. • 259-2338
 
4 Artful Things opened in mid-

October. The shop offers unique and 
affordable art, including antiques, 
paintings, sculpture and home décor.
466-9360
 
5 Leander Realty provides residential 

and commercial real estate services. The 
company was opened in 1994. Owners 
Ray and Sharon Stegall designed their 
office building with a stage and plaza to 
add a community meeting and activity 

location. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Weekends are by appointment only. 
259-9119
 
6 Ladies Workout Express of Leander 

was one of the first renovation projects in 
Old Town Leander, opening in January 
2004. The gym offers ladies-only circuit 
training exercise, including aerobic and 
resistance training. Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-
1 p.m. and 3-8 p.m.; Friday, 7 a.m.-1 p.m. 
and 3-6 p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.m.-noon. 
259-8606 • http://ladiesworkoutexpress.
com/leander
 Restaurant
7 O’Leander Café serves home-style 

American cooking and specializes in 
homemade pies. The café’s menu also 
features Italian dishes. Established in 
2005, the café will continue to serve 
patrons at its current location until it 
relocates to the Gateway at Leander 
shopping center in January. Mon.-Fri., 
10:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Sunday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
259-3388 • www.oleandercafe.com
 
City and county services
8 Fire Station #1 was built in 2001, and 

the fire department moved in at the 
beginning of 2002. The original location is 
a metal building behind City Hall. The 
Leander Fire Department has 29 paid 
firefighters and 65 volunteers.
 

9 Pat Bryson Municipal Hall was 
completed in 2002, and named for the 
second mayor of Leander who held office 
for 10 years from 1980 to 1990. City 
council, municipal court, planning and 
zoning, and chamber events are held here 
throughout the month.
 
10 City Hall, originally an office building, 
was purchased by the city in 1985. The 
following Leander city departments have 
offices in City Hall: city manager, assistant 
city manager, city secretary, human 
resources, urban design, economic 
development, utilities, finance, 
engineering and municipal court.
528-2700 • www.leandertx.org
 
11 The City of Leander  Planning 
Department relocated to its current 
office January 2008. The city bought this 
house and the adjoining land from Jimmy 
Davis, a fiddle maker, and turned it into 
office space. The house was built circa 
1890 and, at one point, it served as a 
boarding house.
 
12 The Greater Leander Chamber of 
Commerce was originally chartered in 
1946. Volunteer participation did not 
sustain the chamber, and a new group of 
volunteers began the process of 
incorporating it with the State of Texas in 
1986. The chamber now has 330 
members and offers monthly luncheons, 
ribbon cuttings and Leander Business 

Circle and Real Estate Roundtable 
networking events to members. 
259-1907 • www.leandercc.org
 
13 This house will serve as the chamber 
of commerce and some city offices once 
complete. It is expected to be finished in 
two years; progress depends on the 
amount of work needed and the allotted 
budget. The house was built in 1900 and 
was relocated from across South Street 
in 2008.
 
14 This area will serve as a community 
plaza once completed, though the project 
is not yet funded. Plans for the plaza area 
include native landscaping and gardens, 
picnic tables and a gazebo with stage.
 
15 The city’s holiday tree lighting occurs 
annually on the first Saturday in 
December at this location. The leyland 
cypress was donated in 2008 in memory 
of Shelli Shannon Guillot, daughter of 
Leander’s court administrator, Barbara 
Shannon. This year’s lighting is Dec. 5. 

16 Williamson County EMS Medic 23 
occupies a remodeled home formerly 
used by the city. The Emergency Medical 
Services team built an ambulance garage 
adjacent to the house. The EMS station is 
staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
and is open every day of the year.

Sources: City of Leander, city records courtesy Blanche and 
Curtis Corley
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Brushy Street is part of Old Town Leander and serves as a downtown area 
with municipal services and local businesses. Several community events are 
hosted on Brushy and Willis streets, including the fall festival in October and 
the Christmas parade and tree lighting in December.

Leander ISD 
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 Bariatric Weight-Loss  
   Surgery

 Non-Surgical Weight-Loss
   Program

Minimally Invasive General Surgery and Bariatrics.

Board Certi� ed General Surgeon
General & Bariatric Surgery

Board Certi� ed General Surgeon
Fellowship: Minimally 

Invasive & Bariatric Surgery

Call Today: (512) 260-3444

NEW SERVICE • NOW OFFERING: 
Non-Surgical Medical • Weight Loss

Call to set your $19 Initial Consultation
512-260-THIN (8446)

I was blessed to � nd Dr. Basa. She and her sta�  ensured that I was 
adequately prepared for my weight loss surgery and were committed to be 
there for me in the journey to my new life! Thanks!  
Actual patient photo and testimonial*

“WATER WASTE
REALLY 

DRAINS ME.”

–THE COLORADO RIVER

Do your part for Cedar Park’s water

 source. Don’t water between 10 a.m. 

and 7 p.m. Only water as needed 

according to your watering schedule.

Find more water-saving tips at WaterIQ.org

The WATER IQ logo is a licensed service mark of the Texas Water Development Board.

AT FIRST TEXAS BANK YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE

Announcing New Member 
to the First Texas Bank Team
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Rail delay
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/5912

“The malaise in the economy has more 
to do with it than any perceived slow-
down related to the delay of the trains 
running,” he said. “If anything, what it’s 
done is really enabled the TOD landown-
ers to refine their concept and prelimi-
nary land plans.”

Clennan believes a later start date might 
even help some businesses by giving them 
more time to plan a strategy to open in 
Leander.

Pix Howell, urban design officer for Le-
ander, agrees. If major business and retail 
centers already existed in the TOD, How-
ell believes things would be different.

“They would have been really per-
turbed about not having rail,” Howell 
said. “Employers are seeing this delay as 
a way to make their deal before the rail 
starts running.”

Howell said prospective businesses 
have shown as much interest in Leander, 
in spite of the rail delays, as when the 
commuter line existed only on paper.

Leander Mayor John Cowman said city 
officials have been in discussions with 
several major restaurant chains that have 
expressed interest in opening in the TOD, 
but declined to name them.

“Those discussions have slowed down, 
not because of the rail but because of the 
economy,” he said. “The rail is a compo-
nent that will be essential to the sustain-
ability of Leander in the future, but the 
delay is not affecting anything in the pro-
cess. We’re still moving forward.”

Slowdown helps developer
The TOD includes Urban Design Group’s 

160-acre Leander Transit Village.
Lance Hughes, managing partner for 

the project, said the slump in the econo-
my and rail postponements have had no 
negative effect on the development be-
cause he does not expect any buildings to 
go up until 2011. 

“If the credit market stays where it’s 
at, it could hurt us in the next couple of 
years,” he said. “If the market continues 
to correct itself, we will be in a good posi-
tion by then.”

The slowdown has given Hughes a 
unique opportunity to make progress 
on the development’s groundwork. That 
includes engineering drainage systems, 
bringing in water and sewer lines, and 
building roads.

“When you have fast growth, infra-
structure always falls far behind,” Hughes 
said. “When things slow down, it gives us 
an opportunity to play catch up on all 
that infrastructure.”

Hughes has spent the past year col-
lecting right-of-ways from surrounding 
landowners and designing the roadway, 
which is scheduled to start construction 
sometime in 2010. 

The project is being built on land north 
and south of the transit station east of US 
183. Since the rail line limits access to the 
development, building rail crossings and 
extending roads is vital.

“That’s a key component for us,” Hughes 
said. “Without it, we’re developing a piece 
of land you can’t get to.”

Capital Metro President and 
CEO Fred Gilliam, who took 
over the agency in 2002, 
announced in a letter to the 
board of directors that he will 
step down effective Oct. 16. He 
listed pursuing personal goals 
and giving the transit agency 
a change of leadership as the 
reasons for his departure.

The board has not yet decided 
on an interim replacement or begun searching 
for a permanent one.

The commuter rail line, now two years behind 
initial estimates, is not expected to begin 
carrying passengers until at least the first 
quarter of 2010, Capital Metro officials said.

Finishing the work that remains will add 
$750,000 to $1 million to the project’s cost, 
Chief Development Officer Doug Allen said. 
Capital Metro officials originally estimated the 
project would cost $90 million, but they have 
spent more than $105 million so far.

MetroRail timeline

2002 2003 20052000 2001

NOVEMBER 2000: Voters 
reject a light rail project

2004

NOVEMBER 2004: 62 percent of 
voters approve commuter rail project

DECEMBER 2006: Capital Metro officials 
predict rail will open in late 2008

2006

JUNE 2007: Capital 
Metro begins to receive 
commuter rail cars

2007

MARCH 2008: Capital Metro 
unveils new commuter rail car

2008

OCTOBER 2008: Agency 
announces the commuter rail 
line will open March 30, 2009

MARCH 20, 2009: Capital Metro 
cancels grand opening celebration 
and delays the line indefinitely 

APRIL 2009: Capital Metro 
officials begin to release monthly 
progress reports

SEPT. 28, 2009: Capital Metro officials announce rail will 
not be ready to launch until the first quarter of 2010

SEPT. 30, 2009: Capital Metro President and CEO 
Fred Gilliam announces his early retirement 

The problems include: crossings gates that do 
not work properly and trouble with the system’s 
computer programming.

Capital Metro has been releasing monthly 
updates on the progress of the rail. During 
testing of the rail in August, Federal Railroad 
Administration officials discovered a flaw in the 
system’s “vital logic” intended to compensate 
for human error.

Allen said the logic system attempts to take into 
account possible scenarios that can go wrong 
related to human error, then makes adjustments 
to the system to minimize harm.

The agency expects to complete the 
following measures by January:
• Finish program changes
• Improve the time it takes gates to react
• Complete final validation and testing of system
• Install primary radio communication system
• Complete a functional specification document

Once the work is finished, FRA officials will return 
to inspect the commuter rail line.

Developments in the Leander TOD

Villages of Messina

Cortiña

Capital MetroRail Station

Leander Transit Village

Leander Crossing

Mostly residential

Mixed use

Transit station

No site plan submitted

TOD

1
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Development name

Land use
2

3
4

Capital Metro announces rail delay, early retirement of president

Sources: City of Leander, Transit 
Village Investments
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CALL NOW or EMAIL for FREE CONSULTATION
512�336�9994 or info@mw-assoc.com

Evening and Weekend Appointments Available.

Murray Walker & Associates, P.C., Attorneys at Law  
Located at the intersection of N. Hwy 183 and Lake Creek Parkway

www.mw-assoc.com

DEALING with CREDITORS 
      NEGOTIATING DEBT

• Dealing with Creditors • Settlement negotiation strategies 
• What to do or not to do if you are sued? • Can they really garnish 
my bank account? • Credit Counseling • Alternatives to bankruptcy 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

Information for Anyone coping with a 
Cash Crunch having to deal with Creditors.
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News Report   Pecan Grove development planned for Cedar Park

By Melissa Mixon
A group of business partners 

is currently securing utilities for 
a 128-acre tract of land in Cedar 
Park that they and city officials 
hope will eventually be home to a 
high-tech employer, restaurants, a 
hotel and possibly housing to sup-
port an employment center. 

No development is currently 
taking place on the land just north 
of New Hope Road in Cedar Park, 
but developers behind the project, 
known as Pecan Grove Com-
merce Park, are securing water 
and wastewater services. 

Cedar Park Economic Devel-
opment Director Phil Brewer 
said the city would like to see a 
high-tech company located in the 
center to drive development in 
the area. 

Brewer said the city has worked 
on the project with developer 
Dennis McDaniel and his busi-
ness partners for a couple of years. 

Under an agreement between 
the city and developers, McDan-
iel and his partners will pay the 
upfront costs of extending water 
from New Hope Drive to the 
development as well as extending 
sewage utilities from the Block 

House Creek Municipal Utility 
District. 

After development occurs in 
the project, the city will eventually 
reimburse the business partners 
for the costs, which are estimated 
at about $800,000. 

The city’s reimbursement will 
be paid for by the Cedar Park 
Development Corporation (4B).

Construction to extend the 
utilities began a month ago and is 
scheduled to be complete by the 
end of the year, McDaniel said. 
Traffic will not be affected by the 
construction, officials said.

A timeline has not yet been set 
for the project, though McDaniel 
said there are a couple develop-
ment prospects. 

“Frankly, a lot of businesses are 
moving slowly now. They don’t 
think they have the banking sup-
port,” McDaniel said. 

However, two things are ex-
pected to drive development on 
the land: the Cedar Park Center, 
which is close by, opened in Sep-
tember and the future extension 
of Toll 183A.

Construction is scheduled 
to start in 2010 to extend the 
tollroad from its current end-

point south of New Hope Road to 
just north of FM 2243, said Steve 
Pustelnyk, director of commu-
nications for the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority. 

The $120 million project is set 
to take 18 months to two years to 
complete. 

Once it is completed, the 
tollroad’s frontage lanes will run 
along the Pecan Grove develop-
ment, and Scottsdale Drive will 
be extended from Blockhouse 
Creek into the development. 
(McDaniel and his partners are 
responsible for this extension.) 

The tollroad will also have an 
exit that provides quick access to 
the Cedar Park Center, Scottsdale 
Drive and to the Pecan Grove 
Development, which will offer 
convenience to residents and 
increase visibility for the develop-
ment, McDaniel said.

“When the economy gets going 
again, [the Pecan Grove develop-
ment] is going to be a very impor-
tant spot,” McDaniel said. “With 
183A and the frontage lanes, we 
think that’s going to bring a lot of 
attention.” 

Visit www.pecangrove
commercepark.com.
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zones is a no-brainer,” Powell 
said. “But it’s tough when you 
create a complicated law because 
then you have to have a compli-
cated sign to explain it.”
Too late for Leander

The proposal to enforce the 

law came 
to Leander officials 
too late to be considered for 
the 2010 budget, Leander Public 
Works Director Wayne Watts 
said. The installation of 45 new 
signs in the city’s school zones is 
expected to cost about $756. 

The plan to install new signs 
and enforce the law will be put 
before council at a future date for 
consideration in the 2011 budget.

News Update    New state laws restrict mobile phones

Cedar Park rejects the law
The Cedar Park council decided 

Sept. 24 not to enforce the law 
because they said it is too ambigu-
ous and does not give guidance on 

how the signs should be worded. 
Council members also cited the 
costs of installing roughly 100 
new signs throughout Cedar 
Park’s school zones, which would 
total $11,891. 

The price of the signs in Cedar 
Park includes costs for removing 
existing signs and installing new 
and taller poles that comply with 
the city’s ordinance.

Councilman Scott Mitchell, 
Place 3, said the intent of the law 

By Joseph M. de Leon
A state law aims to make chil-

dren safer, but Cedar Park council 
members decided not to enforce it 
and officials in Leander have not 
yet decided on the issue. 

Cedar Park officials said that 
Texas House Bill 55, which 
prohibits drivers from using 
handheld mobile phones in active 
school zones, is too vague. The 
law took effect Sept. 1 and allows 
drivers to use a handheld mobile 
phone in a school-crossing zone 
only if the vehicle is stopped or 
during an emergency. The use 
of a hands-free device to make a 
phone call in a school-crossing 
zone is allowed.

The law also prohibits pas-
senger bus operators from using 
a cell phone while transport-
ing children, unless the bus is 
stopped. The fine for the offense 
may not exceed $200.

Cities or counties that want to 
enforce the law must post a sign 
at the beginning of each school 
zone to let drivers know of the 
restriction.

Officials in Austin, Round Rock 
and Pflugerville have decided to 
install signs and enforce the law.

was good, but its execution was 
not.

“There is already a law against 
reckless driving,” he said. “If you 
enforce the law, you don’t have 
to make new laws that are that 
specific.”

Mitchell said the 
sign’s message is vague 
because it does not 
specify when phones 
are prohibited or legal 
ways to use a mobile 
phone in school zones.

He believes most 
people can drive safely 
while using a mobile 
phone, so the actions 
of a few reckless drivers 
should not ruin it for everyone.

Mayor Pro Tem Matt Powell 
agrees the law is poorly worded 
and the proposed sign does not 
explain the rule like most road 
signs are expected to do. He said a 
sign with every detail of the law is 
not practical, however.

During the Sept. 24 council 
meeting Powell made a motion 
to enforce the law, but no other 
council member supported the 
action.

“Improving safety in school 

“improving safety in school 
zones is a no-brainer. 
but it’s tough when you 
create a complicated law 
because then you have to 
have a complicated sign to 
explain it.”

— Matt Powell, 
Mayor Pro Tem, City of Cedar Park

CELL PHONE
USE

PROHIBITED
UP TO $200 FINE

CELL PHONE
USE

PROHIBITED
UP TO $200 FINE

www.austinurgentcare.com
Mon-Sat 8a-8p  • Sun 9a-5p   •  10625 W Parmer Suite D400

Health care when YOU need it!

512.733.9400512.733.9400

• Physician always on site to treat 
  patients. 
• Online paperwork for faster check-in.
• On site x-ray for prompt evaluation of 
  possible sprains and breaks.
• Extended hours work with YOUR 
  schedule.

wwwwww
Mon-Sat 

Flu Shots
Available!

BRANDON MOORE, CPA
Tax Consultant & Financial Advisor*

PRESTON SINGLETON, CPA
Small Business Accounting & Review Services

Services Provided:
•  Financial services
•  Tax preparation, compliance and consulting
•  Insurance services
• Assistance with accounting entries and 
    “closing the books”
• Accounting system setup
• Financial statement compilation and review

930 South Bell Boulevard, Suite 404, Cedar Park, Texas 78613 • www.singletonmoore.com

*Securit ies offered through 1st Global Capital Corp., Member FINRA & SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.   
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Service, Inc.

(512) 310-5600

Tax Preparation and Small 
Business Accounting Services

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Accepting new patients 
Now in our new location

Mikaela Rush, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Bringing Women’s Healthcare Home

CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R
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A .W.  Grimes medicAl Offices

2051 Gattis School Road, Suite 250
At the corner of A.W. Grimes and Gattis School Road

lscc OB/GYN

2300 Round Rock Avenue, Suite 202
Round Rock Professional Building

877-800-LSCC (5722)

dr. Tom Phelpsdr. Tara Heyligerdr. sabrina Hannadr. marcellus Pearcedr. frank Hinds

lone star’s
OB/GYNs provide 
person-centered 
care.

Hablamos español.

Complete
Women’s Services
Prenatal & postpartum care

labor & delivery

Yearly women’s exams

family planning

Healthy babies start here.
We happily accept medicaid, cHiP and mAP
as well as patients who are uninsured.

1 IN 8 WOMEN  
WILL BE DIAGNOSED WITH INVASIVE 

BREAST CANCER SOMETIME IN HER LIFE

Ref: American Cancer Society, Cancer Facts and Figures of 2007 and 2008

SCHEDULING (512) 458-9098

Schedule your screening mammogram 
today online or by calling our 
Scheduling Department.

ACR ACCREDITED 
FACILITIES WITH:

Expert physicians•	

Certified technologists•	

Digital mammography •	
equipment

THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF RADIOLOGy (ACR) 
RECOMMENDS WOMEN OVER THE AGE OF 40 RECEIVE  

A SCREENING MAMMOGRApHy ANNUALLy 

ExpERTISE IN BREAST IMAGING IS IMpORTANT

Austin Radiological Association’s Breast Imaging program –  
quality you can count on

DIGITAL SCREENING MAMMOGRApHy IS 
pROVIDED AT 9 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Anderson Mill Road•	
Cedar Park•	
Quarry Lake•	
Rock Creek Plaza•	
San Marcos•	
Southwood•	

Westlake•	
William Cannon•	
Women’s  •	
Imaging Center

www.ausrad.com

Open Year Round
Mon. - Fri. • 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

A Legacy of Excellence in Montessori Education...

And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most 
innocent faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people 
nourished by our Capital Area Food Bank is a child. 
And the need for food assistance among our neighbors 
has increased more than 60% in the past year. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can 
solve hunger. With your help.

Donate. Advocate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

HungerAd-scaled.indd   1 10/6/09   2:31:18 PM
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Family Impact Cedar Park & Leander

Vehicle passenger safety
All occupants of a vehicle, 
regardless of age, must now 
be secured by a seat belt. Any 
child younger than 8 years old 
or shorter than 4 feet 9 inches 
must be restrained by a seat 
belt and sit in an approved 
passenger safety seat, such as 
a booster seat.

Product recall news
Receive daily notifications of the latest 
product recall news as it is announced 
by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. Sign up at www.cpsc.gov.

Safety

yMCA’s Camp Twin Lakes
204 East Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park 
Pumpkins are for sale until Oct. 31. 
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-noon and 4-7 p.m.
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Sunday 12:30–3:30 p.m. Call 250-9622. 

This month, we introduce a new feature 
that highlights activities, outings and 
projects for families in Cedar Park and 
Leander. We welcome your feedback 
and suggestions. 

Comment and find more ideas, 
including crafts, restaurant deals and 
seasonal events, at our website. 

Visit more.impactnews.com/5921

Deals on meals

Guest can enjoy hayrides, a “Texas” 
maze, scarecrow stuffing and pump-
kin painting—just to name a few of 
the activities available on this day trip 
to Marble Falls’ Sweet Berry Farm. 

Pumpkins for sale

Day trips
Sweet Berry Farm in Marble Falls

Entrance to the farms is free, as is 
parking, and each activity is individu-
ally priced. This event is open until 
Nov. 14.
Mon.-Tue. and Thu.-Sat. 8:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m.;  Sun. 1-5 p.m.; closed on 
Wednesdays 

The Elgin Christmas Tree Farm will 
hold its annual Pumpkin Festival Oct. 
17-18 with family activities including 
face and pumpkin painting, live 
music, scenic hayrides, a maze, farm 
animals, train rides and plenty of 
fall photo opportunities. Visit the 
website to print a coupon for one 
free child admission.
Annual Pumpkin Festival
Saturday 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Noon-5:30 p.m. 
$6/adults • $5/children ages 3-12 years

Elgin Christmas Tree Farm
120 Nature’s Way, Elgin • 281-5016
http://pages.suddenlink.net/jrf/ectf/

Nature’s 
Way

Old McDade Rd.

   Ave F

Ro
y D

av
is 

Rd
.

290290

95

N

A child picks out his pumpkin at the Elgin 
Christmas Tree Farm.
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Pumpkin patch at the Elgin Christmas Tree Farm

The pumpkin patch at Sweet Berry Farms
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yoyo’s Frozen yogurt offers six self-
serve machines with two flavors each 
and the option to “twist” them together. 
Guests can also choose toppings, from 
fruit to candies and sweets. The price of 
each yogurt is determined by it weight.

Tried it, liked it

yoyo’s Frozen yogurt
1890 Ranch
1335 Whitestone Blvd., Ste. G-200, 
Cedar Park • 259-2818

Whitestone Blvd.

C-Bar 
Ranch Trl.

                Medical Pkwy.

N
1431

Snack recipes
SPIDER 
COOkIE
•	 Double	

Stuf Oreo cookies
•	 Cherry	or	black	licorice	Twizzlers	 

Pull-n-Peel candy
•	 M&M’s	MINIs	or	other	small	round	

candy
Pull apart strings of the licorice. Cut 
into eight 2- to 3-inch pieces. Push 
four pieces of licorice into the filling 
on each side of the Oreo to make the 
legs. Slightly open one side of the 
cookie and insert two M&M’s MINIS 
for the eyes.

CEDAR PARk PUBLIC LIBRARy
550 Discovery Blvd. • 259-5353
Lapsit Storytime (Ages 0-12 months)
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 9:45 a.m. 
Monday 2 p.m. 
Toddler Storytime (Ages 12-36 months) 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
10:30 a.m.
Preschool Storytime (Ages 3-5 years)
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
11 a.m.
Family Storytime (All ages) 
Saturdays 10 a.m. 
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/lib_kids.aspx.

LEANDER PUBLIC LIBRARy 
1011 South Bagdad Road • 259-5259
Angela’s Family Storytime
(Toddler & Pre-K)
Sunday 3:30 p.m.  
George’s Preschool Storytime  
(3-5 year olds)  
An appealing combination of new and 
familiar stories, a bilingual hand puppet 
“Alberto,” and songs played on a ukulele.
Monday 9:30 a.m.  
k-5 Storytime
Tuesday 7 p.m.  
Mary’s Toddler Storytime (1-3 year olds) 
Friday 9:30 a.m.  
www.youseemore.com/leander

PIGTAILS AND CREWCUTS
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. D-135, 
Cedar Park 
Toddler Tuesdays for Preschoolers and 
under—free storytime, snack and craft at 
10:15 a.m.  

BARNES & NOBLE
14010 US Hwy. 183, Austin
Wednesday 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Saturday 11a.m.
Special Halloween Storytime Oct. 24 at 
1 p.m.

Storytime

Sweet Berry Farm
1801 FM 1980
Marble Falls • 830-798-1462 
www.sweetberryfarm.com

Leander United Methodist Church
107 S. West Drive, Leander 
Pumpkins, gourds and decorative corn 
are for sale until Oct. 31. 
Monday-Saturday 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday 12-6 p.m. Call 259-1284.

Cedar Park First United 
Methodist Church
600 W. Park St., Cedar Park
Pumpkins are for sale until Oct. 31
Open daily starting at noon. 
Call 335-9540.

SUNDAyS 
Tropical Smoothie Café
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
Kids eat free with purchase of 
regular combo
259-5472

MONDAyS
Texadelphia 
14010 N. US 183, Ste. 500 Cedar Park
From 4-8 p.m., kids eat free with 
purchase of adult entrée.
Available Monday-Wednesday
249-0249

TUESDAyS
Rome’s Pizza 
9225 W. Parmer Lane, Austin 
From 4-8 p.m., kids eat free.
Available Tuesday and Wednesday 
996-8890

Baskin Robbins 
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd.,
Cedar Park 
From 6-10 p.m., $1 kids’ scoop and 
$1.50 regular scoop
986-7593

Firehouse Subs 
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H-340, 
Cedar Park
From 5-9 p.m., children under 12 
eat free.
259-9696

Pluckers 
11066 Pecan Park Blvd., Austin
Two free kids’ meals with purchase 
of one adult entrée. Available all 
day.
258-9464

Denny’s 
10930 Lakeline Mall Drive
From 4-10 p.m., buy one adult en-
trée and get two kids’ meals for free.
Special is also offered on Saturdays
401-0628

WEDNESDAyS
Serranos Cafe & Cantina
11100 Pecan Park Blvd., Cedar Park
Buy one adult entrée, get one kids’ 
meal free. Available all day.
258-3441

Applebee’s 
11013 Lakeline Mall Drive
Kids eat free all day with purchase 
of one adult entrée
257-9749

THURSDAyS
Rudino’s Pizza & Grinders
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
One free kids’ meal with purchase of 
adult entrée. Available all day. 
260-6636
Every day

SPECIAL DATES
IHOP 
800 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park 
From 4-10 p.m., purchase one adult 
entrée, get one kids’ meal free.
336-9234
Every day

Chick-fil-A 
1325 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
Oct. 31
From 6:30-7:30 p.m., children wear-
ing a costume will receive a free 
kids’ meal.
Nov. 10
From 5-8 p.m., bring two canned 
goods and receive free kids’ meal.
260-9777

For $50, patrons can book YoYo’s party 
room. The business has Guitar Hero and 
you can draw or write on the walls in the 
shop. After 4 p.m. Mon-Fri., yogurts are 
buy one get one free.
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Editor’s	note:	YoYo’s	is	one	of	two	frozen	
yogurt shops in Cedar Park. Berry Cool 
Frozen	Yogurt,	1525	Cypress	Creek	Road,	
offers a similar product.

Val Avery and Diana Cook are former teachers and now stay-at-home moms who create, collect and enjoy sharing the fun and 
educational experiences they share with their children.

Compiled by Val Avery and Diana Cook
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cedar 
Park

OREO TURkEy
•	 2	Double	Stuf	Oreo	cookies
•	 Whoppers	candy
•	 Small	tube	or	can	of	icing	(if	using	

can, put some into baggie to 
squeeze	out)

•	 Candy	corn
Take apart 
one Oreo 
cookie, and lay 
one half down 
with icing facing 
up. Then, press a 
whole cookie into  
the icing of the 
cookie half (may 
need to use more icing to keep 
attached). 
Place three to four candy corn into 
the icing of the whole cookie, stick-
ing straight up like a turkey tail. 
For head, place one Whopper in 
front of the whole cookie and 
squeeze icing on to the Whopper to 
create eyes. Lay one candy corn in 
front of the Whopper to create the 
turkey’s beak.

183
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183

183

1431

1980



26  |  October 2009   Community Impact Newspaper • Cedar Park/Leander Edition

pica

1.5
pica

Local History    Ghost haunts in Leander 

By Melissa Mixon
At first glance, the Davis Cemetery in 

Leander seems like any other historical 
cemetery. The lawn is nicely kept, old 
headstones—some weathered by time or 
damaged intentionally—stick straight up 
or sideways and traffic from nearby 
FM 2243 can be heard whizzing by. 

But what happened at this cemetery 170 
years ago is something that sets it apart. 
Davis Cemetery

On Aug. 27, 1839, roughly 30 men, 
women and children were killed by 
Comanche Indians in what is now known 
as the Webster Massacre. Only three sur-
vived, a woman and her two children who 
were made prisoners and later escaped.

A Texas Highway Department marker 
in the cemetery sums up the massacre 
with this: “In death they rest together in 
one grave.”

With Halloween around the corner, 
ghost stories and horror movies are in 
overdrive. But you do not have to go 
through all seven “Halloween” movies 
to get your ghost fix. Places like Davis 
Cemetery have their own haunted history 
in Leander. 

The cemetery and its history recently at-
tracted Chris Walden, of Cedar Park, and 
David Marsh, of south Austin. The men 
are ghost observers (they prefer this term 
over ghost hunters) who rely on their own 
instinct and intuition rather than fancy 
gadgets when it comes to detecting ghosts. 

“You may encounter ghosts visually with 
your eyes; you may encounter smells and 
sounds or touches,” Walden said. “I think 
ghosts are very subtle.” 
La Llorona

But then there are the ghosts who make 
their presence strongly known. One ghost 
legend that has reached the Cedar Park 
and Leander area is La Llorona, a woman 
who allegedly drowned her children and 
then, as part of her judgement in Heaven, 
is forced to search for them around the 
earth. 

Walden said there have been reported 
sightings on Lake Travis of the woman, 
though he said her legend, which comes 
from Mexico, and sightings of her are 
common at most all bodies of water.  

“Some people hear her wailing; some 
people hear her trying to lure them into 
the water,” Walden said.
Hairy Man 

Another ghost legend, known as Hairy 
Man, is of a Bigfoot-type creature that 
haunts Brushy Creek. It is believed that the 
Hairy Man was left in the area as an infant 
by settlers in the 1800s and raised by wild 
animals. Believing that the creek belonged 
to him, Hairy Man is said to have jumped 
out from behind trees to frighten people. 
Eventually, he was run over by a wagon 
and killed, though it is believed that his 
spirit still haunts Brushy Creek.

The legend is most popular in Round 
Rock, which named a road after the ghost 
and celebrates him with a yearly festival. 
Pickle-Mason House

The historic Pickle-Mason House that 
was built in Leander in 1871 is said to 
have ghosts because roughly a dozen 
people have died in the home since it was 
built. Kathy Howell and her husband 
moved into the house five years ago and 
felt a ghostly presence immediately. 

The couple got so spooked that they had 
a priest come into the home and bless it. 

Still, to this day, Howell said some 
children will not enter her house while 
trick-or-treating because they believe it is 
haunted. 

Karen Thompson, a longtime historian 
in Williamson County who is Howell’s 
mother, has spent years preserving Texas’ 
historical cemeteries. 

“I’ve had people go into a cemetery and 
say, ‘Can’t you feel there’s somebody from 
here that’s trying to tell us something? And 
I go, ‘No, they haven’t told me anything 
yet,’” Thompson said. “But I don’t totally 
discount it because I don’t have any first-
hand knowledge or real feel for it.”

The Pickle-Mason House was built in 1871 by Andrew Pickle, pictured here. Its current owners believe the home was haunted.
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Nonprofit Profile Humane Society of Williamson County

By Kathryn Eakens
Founded in 1979, the Hu-

mane Society of Williamson 
County began with a foster 
home program and a small 
group of volunteers with the 
vision of a community where 
every pet has a lifetime home.

Thirty years later, HSWC is 
still working to improve the 
lives of pets and people in Wil-
liamson County—now with 

more than 300 volunteers, eight 
full-time and six part-time em-
ployees, and a facility situated 
on 22 acres in Leander. 

In celebration of the organi-
zation’s anniversary, HSWC is 
planning a free, family-friendly 
party and adoption reunion 
Oct. 25 that will include music, 
food and activities for both 
humans and canines.

“We would love for all our 

Moose, a 5-year-old Beagle mix, has been in the shelter since June.
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Humane Society of 
Williamson County
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, 
Leander
260-3602
www.hswc.net

30th Anniversary Celebration
Oct. 25 • Noon-5 p.m.

Tiger, a 3-year-old Tabby, was adopted Oct. 2. 

Crystal Falls Pkwy.
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adopters to come back and 
bring their pets,” HWSC 
Director Juliana DeRosa said, 
“and, of course, anyone who’s 
interested in adopting.”

A nonprofit organization, 
HSWC receives no government 
funding and is supported en-
tirely by donations, grants and 
fees for services. 

“We performed 158 adoptions 
in August, which is amazing 
considering how small our staff 
is,” DeRosa said. “The volun-
teers really make this possible.”

DeRosa has served as HSWC 
director since December 2008, 
but she began her association 
with the organization two years 
prior as a volunteer. 

“This is my true passion. 
When the position of director 
opened, I felt I could finally have 
that marriage between what I 
love to do and making a living,” 
DeRosa said. “I also think it 
was important that I knew the 
organization from a different 
perspective. I was a volunteer 
during the ‘darker days’ when 
we were charged with euthaniz-
ing animals if we could not find 
homes for them. So that really 

cemented my passion to be part 
of a no-kill organization.”

A no-kill shelter since early 
2007—when the Williamson 
County Regional Animal Shelter 
took over the county’s animal 
control contract—HSWC works 
to reduce the burden on the 
area’s municipal shelters by 
transferring animals into its 
adoption program. 

“We work closely with the 
Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter, which brings in 
phenomenal numbers of strays, 
as well as owner surrenders,” 
DeRosa said. “We pull animals 
from the regional shelter as well 
as Town Lake and Pflugerville 
and Georgetown—all the sur-
rounding areas. We try to get 
out and help as many animals as 
we can, but our main focus is on 
the Williamson County area.” 

In addition to conducting 
adoptions and offering tem-
porary shelter for homeless 
dogs and cats, HSWC also runs 
low-cost vaccinations and spay 
and neuter clinics for the public 
and gives educational tours and 
presentations to area schools 
and community groups. 

“No one has to suffer through 
a single unwanted litter,” DeRosa 
said. “No animal needs to be in 
a shelter—mine or anyone else’s.”

512
615-9191

Wendy M.
Merola, MD

Where
everybody
is special

901 Cypress Creek Rd., Bldg 1, Ste 100
Cedar Park • www.specialistsinfamilymedicine.com

( 5 1 2 )  9 0 4 - 0 6 7 2 
2 0 0  U N I V E R S I T Y  B L V D . 

S U I T E  # 3 4 0
R O U N D  R O C K ,  T X  7 8 6 6 5

Lumineers • Wisdom Teeth Extraction Sedation Dentistry
In-Office Bleaching • State-Of-The-Art Dentistry  
Digital X-Ray • General and Cosmetic Dentistry

W W W. K E E P R O U N D R O C K S M I L I N G . C O M

L I M I T E D  T I M E  O F F E R : 
C O M P L I M E N TA R Y  B L E A C H I N G  W I T H 
C O M P L E T I O N  O F  N E W  PAT I E N T  E X A M , 
X - R AY S  A N D  C L E A N I N G .

D R .  A N G E L A  N I K N A M 
I S  N O W  P R A C T I C I N G  AT  H E R  N E W  O F F I C E  I N 
R O U N D  R O C K .

C O M E  A N D  J O I N  H E R  I N  C E L E B R AT I N G  T H E 
G R A N D  O P E N I N G !
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FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

 
Conveniently located in Round Rock

255-8826

ONE FREE GAMEONE FREE GAME
OF BOWLING

Valid when open play lanes 
are available. 

Limit one coupon per person 

Book your BIRTHDAY 
PARTY with us for less 
than $100 for up to 8 people

Friday at 6:30 pm and 
Saturday/Sunday at 1:30 or 4pm

JAMIN’ STRIKES: FRIDAY NIGHTS 9P-1A
Rockin’, Bowlin’, Dancin’ Fun for everyone! Join DJ’s 
Trav & Ares as they spin the tunes with Pub Trivia, color pin 
giveaways, and Slammin’ drink specials all night long! 

LUNCH-N-BOWL: MON-FRI 11A-2P
Juicy burger or delicious deli sandwich, fries, fountain drink, one 
game of bowling with shoe rental, ALL for just $7.95. Bring a 
friend and join us for lunch! 

THANKSGIVING TEAM DOUBLES TOURNEY
Sunday November 29, 2009. $750 First Place. $80 per team 
entry. 5 game handicap tourney. Squad times are 
9:00 a.m. and 12 noon. One lucky early bird will receive free 
entry. Call in for details.
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Central Austin After a gold-
shovel ground breaking in 
September, workers have trans-
formed the site of the infamous 
Intel shell into a construction 
zone for a new U.S. courthouse. 
Scheduled to be complete in Sep-
tember 2012, the new eight-story, 
LEED-certified civic building 
will be an integral element of 
plans to reshape Republic Square 
into a premier downtown desti-
nation.

After nearly a decade of lob-
bying for the new courthouse by 
local officials, Congress reserved 
$116 million for construction 
in the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act that passed in 
late March.

“This building represents the 
Recovery Act’s largest single 
construction investment in 

Photograph of courthouse rendering taken at ground breaking ceremony

Construction begins on downtown Austin courthouse

Central Texas—it means more 
than 2,000 local construction 
jobs and a significant addition 
to the exciting renewal that is 
spreading across downtown Aus-
tin. It provides a long-overdue 
improvement benefiting all who 
rely upon our federal justice 
system,” U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett 

said during the Sept. 2 ground 
breaking at the block bounded 
by Fifth, San Antonio, Fourth 
and Nueces streets. 

The federal government 
awarded a $102 million construc-
tion contract for the courthouse 
to White Construction Company. 
Full	story	at	more.impactnews.com/5781

Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 
Business ProfilesTop Stories    

Southwest Austin It is not 
unusual for musicians to take on 
a day job in order to help support 
their love of music, but few of 
them do it the way local singer/
songwriter and country and 
western fiddler Doug Moreland 
does: with a chainsaw.

Texas-born Moreland uses 
chainsaws to create finely de-
tailed sculptures from wood. He 
works and sells his art in Man-
chaca from Cattlelacs Chainsaw 
Art Gallery.

Moreland started the gallery 
in 2003, admittedly without 
much of a business plan. He 
intended to redesign old Cadillac 
cars, but along the road, chain-
saw art took over.

“I saw some friends of mine 
out in New Mexico carving. 
They let me borrow a saw and 
said, ‘Try it,’” Moreland said. 
“I was already kind of an artist 
anyway, but I realized, ‘Hey, I 

Cattlelacs Chainsaw Art Gallery  12301 Lowden Lane, Manchaca
280-2530 • www.dougmoreland.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5696

can do this with that tool.’”
After friends encouraged 

Moreland to make a business out 
of his art, he set up shop on some 
of his grandmother’s land south 
of Austin.Round Rock plans for future parks needs

Round Rock As Round Rock’s 
population continues to climb, 
the second fastest-growing city 
in the nation is busy preparing 
to accommodate its projected 
ultimate population of 300,000 
residents. For the Parks and 
Recreation Department, that 
means enhancing its level of 
service to meet the needs of the 
growing population while at the 
same time preserving parkland.

In order to accomplish those 
goals, the city council adopted 
the Parks and Recreation Stra-
tegic Master Plan in June. The 
comprehensive document will 
be used to guide the department 
through 2020.

The process of developing the 
plan began in February 2008, 
when the department held a 
series of open houses to gather Full story at more.impactnews.com/5756

input on current and future 
amenities for city parks and 
programming.

“One of the key things that 
came out of that was the need 
for trails,” Parks Development 
Manager David Buzzell said. 
“Based on the need that was 
identified by our citizens and 
what we have now, we need to 
triple the amount of trails in the 

city by 2020.”
Currently there are 18 miles of 

trails in the city—8 miles owned 
by the city and the remainder by 
Williamson County and Munici-
pal Utility Districts. The city’s 
goal is to have 1 mile of trail 
for every 5,000 residents, which 
equates to 60 miles of trail at the 
city’s ultimate population.

The City of Round Rock hopes to acquire 1,460 acres of additional parkland and 36 miles of new trails 
by 2020.

Brushy Creek East Trail Greater Lake Creek Trail
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Pflugerville Rick Hunt’s of-
fice overlooks the first floor of 
Austin’s Park, and through a 
panoramic glass window, the 
amusement park’s general man-
ager has a bird’s-eye view of rows 
of arcade machines, carnival 
games and playgrounds. 

The park is in its sixth year 
in Pflugerville, and although its 
peak season drew to a close in 
September, Hunt said he expects 
a steady stream of business from 
field trips and other outings.

“Everyone from all over the 
state comes to Austin for their 
eighth grade field trips to see 
the state capitol and the Bob 
Bullock Museum,” he said. 

Austin’s Park  16231 N. IH 35
670-9600 • www.austinspark.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5752

“They also want to do some-
thing fun while they’re on the 
field trip to Austin.”

Greenlawn Bl v d.

                 
      Grand Avenue Pkwy.
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Robert P. Wills, MD

Brannon R. Frank, MD

John W. Wages, MD

D. Jonathan Bernardini, MD

Craig DuBois, MD

Laura K. Prewitt-Buchanan, MD

William C. Nemeth, MD

At Austin Pain Associates, we understand that there isn’t just one way to treat pain. In fact, a multidisciplinary approach 
is often the most effective way to get your pain under control. We offer individualized treatment plans that include the 
physical, psychological, and emotional aspects of chronic pain. Our goal is to help you get a handle on your pain and feel 
in control of your life again. 

SOUTH AUSTIN CLINIC
2501 W. William Cannon Dr. 
Suite 401
Austin, Texas 78745

NORTH AUSTIN CLINIC
7307 Creekbluff Drive
Austin, Texas 78750

CEDAR PARK CLINIC
1401 Medical Parkway B
Suite 120
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

www.austinpainassociates.com 
512-416-7246

     
GEORGETOWN CLINIC
1229 Leander Road
Georgetown, TX 78628

INSIDE TX ORTHO BLDG
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Neighborhood Dining Community Impact    

Central Austin When Russell’s 
Bistro owner Russell Millner 
talks to patrons about the wine 
menu, it’s not about subtle un-
dertones or other vague charac-
teristics that would seem foreign 
to the average diner: He talks 
about the label. Introducing a 
Toad Hollow wine, he talks about 
how the vineyard was started by 
Robin Williams’ brother with 
money from a small role in “Mrs. 
Doubtfire.” While it may sound 
blasphemous to wine snobs, 
Millner said his approach is about 
accessibility and making fine din-
ing feel more like neighborhood 
dining. 

“I don’t want to alienate 
people,” he said. 

This relaxed approach to the 
wine list doesn’t mean Russell’s 
Bistro isn’t to be taken seriously. 

Russell’s Bistro  1601 W. 38th St.
467-7877 • www.russellsbistro.com

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5777

City Council Notes

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5742

Local History

Economic development forum
Round Rock State Rep. Di-
ana Maldonado met with state 
experts and community leaders 
at Round Rock City Hall Sept. 22 
to discuss economic development 
and future business opportunities 
throughout Maldonado’s home 
district in Williamson County.

Participants at the community 
forum included officials from the 
Texas Comptroller’s office, Round 
Rock Chief Financial Officer 
David Kautz and Joe Vining, se-
nior vice president for economic 
development at the Round Rock 
Chamber of Commerce.

The panel primarily discussed 
strategies for attracting new com-
panies to the area.

“Schools, healthcare facilities, 
infrastructure and even tax rates 

The final L.C. Anderson High School in east Austin before it was forced to close in 1971

L.C. Anderson High School
Northwest Austin The name-
sake for L.C. Anderson High 
School has a long past, one that 
goes far from the campus’s cur-
rent location in northwest Aus-
tin and into east Austin during 
the days of racial segregation.

The high school, now located 
at 8403 Mesa Drive, initially held 
three locations in east Austin 
and was the only high school for 
Austin’s black students before a 
federal judge ordered the campus 

to close. 
Because hardly any white 

students attended the school fol-
lowing the 1954 ruling in Brown 
v. Board of Education of Topeka, 
a federal judge ordered Ander-
son to close in 1971. 

Two years later, AISD planned 
to open a high school on Mesa 
Drive. At the urging of the com-
munity, the school was named 
L.C. Anderson High School, in 
honor of the east Austin school.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/5674
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Hutto When Trung Pham was 22, 
he moved with his family to Texas 
from Vietnam, shortly before 
enrolling at the University of 
Texas. While he studied computer 
science, he worked odd hours cod-
ing firmware for IBM and washed 
dishes, cooked noodles and waited 
tables at his brother, Minh’s, res-
taurant Dong Nai in South Austin. 

When he graduated, rather than 
sit at a computer poring over lines 
of code, he and his wife, Thao, de-
cided to open their own restaurant 
in Hutto.

“The restaurant business is very 
difficult, lots of hard work. You 
spend a lot of time there, but it’s 
also a lot of fun,” Pham said. “It’s 
very, very interesting because you 
see people every day and everyone 
has different ideas. If I stay home, I 

Biên Hòa Vietnamese & Chinese Cuisine  560 Hwy. 79, Ste. A-600
846-2699

Full story at more.impactnews.com/5822

really miss it because I like to talk 
to customers. I like the kitchen.”

The couple opened Biên HÒa 
Vietnamese & Chinese Cuisine, 
560 Hwy. 79, Ste. A-600, June 28, 
2005, a couple of years after help-
ing a relative move to Hutto.
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In remembrance
Georgetown Families of 
deceased soldiers who fought in 
Iraq and Afghanistan in need of 
a monument may pick up a free, 
un-engraved headstone from 
Top Solutions Inc., 9850 W. Hwy. 
29. The company is giving away 
about 100 monuments on a first-
come, first-serve basis to families 
who can provide documentation. 
Call 864-2750 or visit 
www.topsolutionsinc.com.

Video game developer 
Northwest Austin Trion 
World Network, a privately 
owned video game developing 
company, has leased more than 
24,000 sq. ft. of office space at 
The Avallon, 10814 Jollyville Road, 
but officials have not disclosed 
how the space will be used. The 
company’s main studio is in 
Redwood City, Calif., but it has a 
location in San Diego as well as 
a technology studio already in 
Austin. Visit www.trionworld.com.

No more `Dillos
Central Austin On Oct. 2, 
Capital Metro suspended route 
numbers 450 and 451. The routes 
were suspended indefinitely to 
help the organization achieve a 
balanced budget for the fiscal 
year 2010.  Other bus routes will 
continue to operate in the area. 
Call 474-1200 or visit 
www.capmetro.org.

Play ball
Round Rock Austin Sports 
Arena, an 18,000 sq. ft. facility 
at 3918 Gattis School Road, is 
now available for league sports, 
birthday parties and open-skate 
nights. It will serve as a venue 
for youth and adult volleyball, 
inline hockey, lacrosse, dodgeball, 
floorball and other leagues. Visit 
www.austinsportsarena.com or 
call 251-7500.

Rep. Diana Maldonado

It’s the kind of place any foodie 
would love to have within walk-
ing distance: upscale casual din-
ing at its best.

Millner opened Russell’s Bistro 
last December a few doors down 
from the original Kerbey Lane 
Cafe in Jefferson Square. 

have a signifi-
cant impact on 
development, 
and this com-
munity forum 
allowed us to 
hear how each 
component 
affects the 
others,” Maldonado said. “The 
community forum served as an 
opportunity to hear first-hand 
some of the efforts the state and 
the city have been looking at and 
working on to keep our economy 
sustainable and competitive.”

Kautz said Round Rock’s exist-
ing commercial development and 
its growing reputation as a hub 
for higher education make it ap-
pealing to businesses.
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By Joseph M. de Leon
During the 2007-2008 school year, the 

Leander Independent School District 
received about $1.7 million from its vari-
ous Parent Teacher Associations. While 
parents and teachers from each of the 
associations raise a lot of money, their pri-
mary goal is to advocate for the education 
and well-being of students.

The associations are just a few of 
dozens of programs that are a part of 
Partners in Education, a district-wide 
organization started four years ago to 
bring all district programs under one 
umbrella of leadership.

Jennifer Williams, Partners in Educa-
tion director, said some of the programs, 
such as the Volunteer Program, have been 
around for 25 years. 

“When the community and parents get 
involved, it sends a clear message to our 
students that education is important,” she 
said. “If you are willing to take time out of 
your day to volunteer, you’re saying that a 
student’s education matters to you.”

During the 2007-2008 school year, 
more than 10,000 volunteers participated 
in the various programs and contributed 
more than 200,000 volunteer hours across 
the district. Details about the 2008-2009 
school year are still being gathered.

Partners in Education staff hope to 
exceed those numbers this school year. 

Williams said volunteers in the past 
have read to students, served Thanksgiv-
ing lunch and guided field trips so that 
teachers can spend more time in the 
classroom. 

While program staff can try to assess 
the volunteers’ time in money and time 
saved, the value each student and school 
receives is beyond measure, Williams said. 

Get involved
Career Development Programs – partner 
organizations help district officials offer real-world 
experience to students through programs, such as 
Career Passports; call Camille Clay at 570-0228 or 
contact a high school transition coordinator

Community Partners – a business or organization 
partners with a school to offer resources or 
volunteers throughout the school year; call 
Jennifer Williams at 570-0027

Leadership Leander ISD – participants take part 
in a 10-month program to learn how the district 
works; call Jennifer Williams at 570-0027

Leander Educational Excellence Foundation – 
pays for teacher training, offers literacy programs 
and scholarships to pay for college textbooks; call 
Jennifer Williams at 570-0027

Parent Teacher Association – parent volunteers 
and school staff team up to advocate for the 
education and well-being of students; contact 
school’s volunteer coordinator

Principal for a Day – community leaders shadow 
school staff to learn how schools work; call Ruth 
Hisle at 570-0029

Spanish Language Program – volunteers offer 
elementary students weekly Spanish lessons; call 
Teresa Orkun at 434-7098

Student Mentoring Program – mentors serve 30 
minutes per week on campus during the school 
year for K-8 students; call Jennifer Williams at 
570-0027

Volunteer Program – volunteers donate their 
time to district schools; call Ruth Hisle at 570-0029

Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads Of Great Students) – 
fathers and father figures provide positive male 
role models for students and enhance school 
security; contact school’s volunteer coordinator

Without more volunteers, programs could 
lag behind the growing student body.

“Each and every one of our volunteers 
contributes to make our district a great 
place to be and a great place to learn,” Wil-
liams said. “We need everybody—whether 
they have a little or a lot of time, we want 
the community involved in our schools.”

Education Focus Partners in Education

Russell Bridges, government and community affairs manager for 3M, reads to first graders at Grandview Hills Elementary as part of 
the Partners in Education’s Principal for a Day program.
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Universal precautions
•  Cover the nose and mouth with a tissue when   

     coughing or sneezing and throw it away after use, 
    or cough or sneeze into the crook of the elbow.

•  Wash hands with soap and water or use alcohol-based 
    hand cleaners.

•  Avoid touching the eyes, nose and mouth where germs 
     spread.

•  Stay home from work or school for seven days after the onset 

By Suzanne Haberman and Joseph M. de Leon
The seasonal flu vaccine became avail-

able on Sept. 1 and the H1N1 vaccine will 
be available in mid to late October. The 
Texas flu season typically runs from No-
vember to May, but the Texas Department 
of State Health Services is encouraging 
citizens to prepare by staying informed 
and taking preventative measures. 

As for concerns regarding H1N1, health 
officials assure that most people will be 
able to deal with the infection in the same 
way as the seasonal flu. 

“What we’re seeing is that H1N1 is 
milder at this point,” said Dr. Christopher 
Hearne, a physician at Scott & White Sun 
City. “Seasonal flu will knock you back 
pretty hard—once you get it, you’ll never 
forget it.” 
Scope of H1N1

Official reports that the Center for 
Disease Control gathered between April 
15 and July 24 indicated that there were 
47,333 confirmed and probable cases 
reported in the United States.

The virus mostly affected individu-
als between the ages of 4 and 24 years, 
the group historically least affected by 
seasonal influenza. Out of the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s estimated population of people 
in that age group, that means that an 
average of 24.6 people out of 100,000 
reported being affected by H1N1.

Nationwide, 302 individuals died 
after contracting H1N1, though 
an analysis showed that un-
derlying conditions were 
prevalent among those 
hospitalized and 
who died.  

Healthcare Update   Seasonal influenza versus H1N1

Vomiting •	
Diarrhea•	
Fever•	
Cough •	
Shortness of breath•	
Sore throat•	

Symptoms of seasonal 
flu and H1N1

Chills•	
Fatigue or weakness•	
Muscle pain•	
Runny nose•	
Headache•	
Wheezing•	

Seek medical 
help

When symptoms last • 
for more than seven to 
10 days
When there are • 
underlying health 
conditions
When symptoms • 
are accompanied by 
increasing, extreme 
weakness

Sources: Center for Disease Control and Prevention; Dr. Jim Donovan, chief medical officer at St. David’s Georgetown Hospital; 
and Jennifer Jackson, director of nurses at the Williamson County and City Health District

Vaccinations
Influenza

One vaccination per • 
year available to adults 
as of Sept. 1

Influenza
Children 6 months to 18 years• 
Adults 50 years or older• 
Women who are pregnant• 
Individuals with medical conditions or weak • 
immune systems
Healthcare providers and caregivers of infants • 
to children 5 years

H1N1
Children 6 months to 18 years• 
Adults 19 to 24 years• 
Adults between 25 and 64 years with medical • 
conditions or weak immune systems
Women who are pregnant• 
Healthcare providers and caregivers of • 
children younger than 6 months 

Candidates for vaccines

“i would encourage everyone to get 
the seasonal flu vaccine now and the 
h1n1 vaccine when it is available. it 
is the best way for people to protect 
themselves and others.”
                             — Deb Bolline, R.N.
                                               director at Scott & White      
                                                      Sun City

“Right now it’s easy to tell if you have h1n1 because there is 
no seasonal flu yet—it’s too early. once seasonal flu season 
kicks in, there won’t be a way to distinguish between the two.”
                               — Dr. Christopher Hearne
                                           Scott & White physician

“children younger than 2, pregnant 
women and those with serious 

underlying disease should seek medical 
attention. Most people will do best to 
simply stay home for a week, unless 
you experience shortness of breath, 
prolonged fever, lightheadedness or 

uncontrollable diarrhea or vomiting.”
          — Dr. Christopher Hearne

 Scott & White physician

H1N1 
Vaccinations may be • 
available mid to late 
October

Those interested in beating the flu can get a flu 
vaccine.

Scott & White Cedar Park Clinic, 900 Quest 
Parkway, Cedar Park • Free (Scott & White 
insurance members), $30 (non-members) • 6-8 
p.m. Oct. 29 and Nov. 12; 8 a.m.-noon Oct. 24 
and Nov. 7 • 260-6100 • www.flu.sw.org.

Flu clinic

Let us help you decide the best treatment for 
your condition. Non-Surgical or Surgical.

1401 Medical Parkway B, Suite 311, Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.795.2009 (ph)

3

Jonathan Buten M.D., F.A.C.O.G.
Board Certi� ed OB-GYN
Certi� ed in Advanced Laparoscopy
28 Years in Private Practice

Dr. Buten also specializes in:
Gynecology, Well Woman Exams, & Menopause• 
In-Offi  ce Endometrial Ablation & Sterilization• 
Correction of Uterine, Bladder, Rectal, and • 
Vaginal Prolapse
Urinary Incontinence Evaluation, Treatment,                 • 
and Surgery

Accepting most insurance plans!

Cedar Park Gynecology
Center for Minimally Invasive & Reconstructive Gynecology

Now o� ering Single Incision Laparoscopic Hysterectomy

Onion/ SMDR ad- (due Monday, as usual)
Graphics: GW logo, GWB logo, spooky pic, 
your Halloween headquarters stamp
 
Shop Goodwill
www.austingoodwill.org
 
(at bottom/corner) 
Get your tickets now for Austin’s premiere 
adult costume party: The Ghoulwill Ball!
October 30 @ The Driskill Hotel

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! AUSTIN’S PREMIERE COSTUME PARTY!
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Discover
Independent Retirement Living
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While many Holiday Retirement residents are simply looking to 
minimize life’s responsibilities by moving to an apartment with 
a few amenities, what they find when they move in is so much 
more. They find a home, full of friendly neighbors, helpful staff, 
beautiful surroundings and endless possibilities. That’s what 

makes our residents our biggest fans. 

Highland Estates offers residents diverse activities and events,  
an innovative travel program, delicious chef-prepared meals 

from scratch, weekly housekeeping and linen service, convenient 
local transportation, two management teams living on-site 

available 24/7, and so much more. 

Visit us today for a complimentary meal and personal tour. 

Highland Estates
independent Retirement living

1500 n. lakeline Blvd., Cedar Park, tX 78613
highland-estates.net  |  877-235-7312

Call today for current move-in specials!

Our Biggest Fans Live Here

Exclusively on Channel 1400

Your Community Connection to High School Football

Games available Wednesday following game day.

8/28  Cedar Park vs. Westlake

9/4  Vista Ridge vs. Midway

10/2  Leander vs. Stony Point

10/9  Round Rock vs. Cedar Park

10/23  Cedar Park vs. Stony Point

10/30  Westwood vs. Cedar Park



impactnews.com   October 2009  |  33  

Inside Information    Sports bars

Buffalo Wild Wings

Dig Pub

Southern’s Pizza & Sports Pub

Taps Pub

Wingstop

Specializing in Family Practice

Megan Passe N. P.  |  Dr. Elizabeth Burnell  |  Dr. Ron Mansolo  |  Glenda Velji N. P.

902 Crystal Falls Pkwy, Leander     512.259.2222

Leander
Primary Care

School & Sports Physicals Available

Accepting New Patients

Same Day Appointments

www.leanderprimarycare.com

183

Cry
sta

l Falls Pkwy
S. Bagdad Rd.

Compiled by Robert Bell and Samantha Bryant 

HURRY! EXPIRES ON 11/20/09

Bring this ad for your choice 
of one free service. Cannot be 
combined with other off ers.

- Ring Cleaning
- Watch Battery
- Watch Link Removed
- Appraisal
- Ring Sizing 
  (up or dn. 1 size)

- Chain Solder

Cedar Park Jewelry
Cedar Park/Leander

  Babes Burgers and Wings
Type of food: burgers, wings, appetizers
Drinks: beer, wine and liquor
Game-day specials: vary
Capacity: 220
Happy hour: all day
Number of TVs: 16
Sports packages: ESPN GamePlan, NFL 
Sunday Ticket, UFC, University of Texas foot-
ball pay-per-views, Big Ten Network

200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Cedar Park
258-1888
Mon.-Thu. 4 p.m.-12 a.m., Fri.-Sun. 11-2 a.m. 
www.babesburgersandwings.com

  Buffalo Wild Wings
Type of food: wings, burgers, sandwiches
Drinks: beer, wine and liquor
Game-day specials: daily drink specials
Capacity: 249
Happy hour: Mon.-Fri. 4-7 p.m. 
Number of TVs: 39
Sports packages: ESPN GamePlan, NFL 
Sunday Ticket, Major League Baseball package

1890 Ranch
4710 Toll 183A, Cedar Park
528-9030
Mon.-Sat. 11-2 a.m., Sun. 11-1 a.m.
www.buffalowildwings.com

  Contenders Sports Bar and Grill
Type of food: sandwiches, burgers, full menu
Drinks: beer, wine and liquor
Game-day specials: different drink specials 
for football games on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday nights
Capacity: 350
Happy hour: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Number of TVs: 42
Sports packages: NFL Sunday Ticket, ESPN 
GamePlan, UFC

500 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 170
331-1227
Sun.-Wed. 11-midnight, Thu.-Sat. 11-2 a.m. 
www.contenderssportsbar.com

  Dig Pub
Type of food: sandwiches and appetizers
Drinks: beer and wine
Game-day specials: Monday Night Football 
$3 drafts, Sunday special on Texas drafts 
Capacity: 60
Happy hour: Mon.-Fri. 4-7 p.m.
Number of TVs: two
Sports packages: DirecTV

401 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 600, Cedar Park
996-9900
Mon.-Thu. 4-11 p.m., Fri.-Sat. 4 p.m.-midnight, 
Sun. 3-10 p.m. • www.thedigpub.com

   Pluckers Wing Bar
Type of food: wings, sandwiches, appetizers
Drinks: beer, wine and liquor
Game-day specials: daily
Happy hour: Mon.-Fri. 3-7 p.m.
Capacity: 336
Number of TVs: 32
Sports packages: DirecTV, all baseball games, 
all football games

11066 Pecan Park Blvd., Austin • 258-9464
11-2 a.m., daily • www.pluckers.com

   The Post
Type of food: pizza
Drinks: beer and wine
Game-day specials: none 
Capacity: 150-180
Happy hour: daily 1-7 p.m., $2.50 beers 
Number of TVs: five
Sports packages: ESPN GamePlan, Time 
Warner Cable

601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar Park
258-2434
Sun. 1 p.m.-midnight, Mon. 1 p.m.-1 a.m., 
Tue.-Fri. 1 p.m.-2 a.m., Sat. noon-2 a.m.
www.thepostbeerbar.com 

  Shooters
Type of food: burgers, sandwiches, appetizers
Drinks: beer, wine and liquor
Game-day specials: happy hour all day on 
Sundays during football season, free pool on 
Mondays
Capacity: 300
Happy hour: daily 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Number of TVs: 13
Sports packages: NFL Sunday Ticket

601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 532, Cedar Park
260-2060
11-2 a.m., daily • www.shootersbilliards.net

  Southern’s Pizza and 
  Sports Pub
Type of food: pizza, sandwiches, salads
Drinks: beer and wine
Game-day specials: $8, 60 oz. domestic beer 
pitchers (offered daily)
Capacity: 70
Happy hour: daily 2-7 p.m.
Number of TVs: four

Sports packages: ESPN College GameDay, 
NFL Sunday Ticket

1805 S. US 183, Leander
259-2699
Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Fri.-Sat 11 a.m.-11 
p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
www.southernspizzaandsportspub.com

  Taps Pub
Type of food: American, burgers, bratwursts, 
steaks (on Wednesday), quesadillas
Drinks: beer and wine
Game-day specials: 50-cent wings, beer spe-
cials, some food specials, University of Texas 
games on Saturday and game-day on Sunday
Capacity: 99
Happy hour: Mon.-Fri. 3-7 p.m.
Number of TVs: eight
Sports packages: NFL Sunday Ticket, ESPN 
GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, UFC

2011 Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park
249-9340
Mon-Thu. noon-midnight, Fri.-Sun. 11 a.m.-
midnight • www.tapspub.com

  Waterloo Ice House
Type of food: American and Tex-Mex
Drinks: beer, wine and liquor
Game-day specials: Dallas Cowboy and 
Longhorn-themed drinks, happy hour spe-
cials, high school pre-game $1 Menu (Thu.-Fri. 
4-6 p.m.)
Capacity: 300
Happy hour: Mon.-Thu. 2-9 p.m., Fri.- 2-7 p.m.
Number of TVs: nine
Sports packages: University of Texas pay-
per-view football games

14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., Austin
255-4873
Sun. 8 a.m.-9 p.m., Mon.-Thu. 7 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. 
7 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m. (bar open 
later select days)
www.waterlooicehouse.com

  Wingstop
Type of food: wings, tenders
Drinks: beer
Game-day specials: specials on wing packs
Capacity: 36
Happy hour: none
Number of TVs: two
Sports packages: NFL Network, all sports 
(baseball, basketball, hockey, etc.)

401 W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. B-100, Cedar Park
996-9464
11 a.m.-midnight, daily • www.wingstop.com
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www.austinfeet.com
Medicare, Medicaid & 
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Hours: M-F 8:00am - 5:00pm

We Lead the Way in Expert Foot Care

I n t e g r a t i n g               

EXPERIENCE,
COMPASSION & CARE!

with

Shine John, DPM
Associate, American College 

of Foot and Ankle

Wayne Hurst, DPM
Board Certi� ed

Diplomate, American Board of 
Podiatric Surgery

Fellow, American College of Foot 
and Ankle Surgeons

18 years of Experience
Diagnostic Ultrasound
Sonic Shockwave Therapy
Digital X-Ray
Electronic Medical Records
Latest Surgical Techniques
Minimally Invasive Surgery
Comprehensive Treatment for all Foot 
& Ankle Conditions

We are happy to 
be expanding our 
practice to better 

accommodate 
our patients.

Georgetown
930-0707 
1103 Rivery Blvd
Suite #255

Cedar Park
259-3338
601 E Whitestone Blvd.
Ste # 226 at the Railyard

Kellywood Estates
Jonestown, Texas 

14 lots
Available!

FOR SALE
LAKEVIEW LOTS

Call Today!

Derrick Payton (512) 506-2503
Brandon Gilley (512) 506-2504

View listings at 

www.webfnb.com 

*Reserves for taxes and insurance will be required of borrower. Information presented here is being provided to you on an “as-is” basis. First National Bank does 
not make any representations, warranties or guarantees, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, correctness, or completeness of such information, including, 
without limitation, pricing, descriptions, designs, data and other features. It is your sole responsibility to independently evaluate the accuracy, correctness and 
completeness of the information presented here. All information, including pricing and availability, is subject to change without notice. **Other terms and 
conditions apply.

Member FDIC

No Closing Cost*

Low Down Payments**

Low Interest Rates**

   

The surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric 
Surgeons have helped more than 2000 
people lose weight and keep it off. 
With better health and more energy, 
they can now participate more fully 
in life and be there for friends and 
family. And our 10 Austin and Round 
Rock-based surgeons are always there 
to personally care for our patients.

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

Since her Gastric Bypass 
surgery in 2006, Rhonda 
has lost 130 pounds. Her 
acid reflux is gone, her blood 
pressure is lower, and she’s 
living a healthy life.

Weight Loss Surgery could  
help you live a more fulfilling life.

Learn More at a Free SeMinar  
in PerSon or onLine

Individual patient results vary.

•  Wednesday, Oct. 7, 6:30 pm 
Round Rock Medical Center

•  Tuesday, Oct. 20, 10:30 am 
Austin Surgical Hospital

•  Tuesday, Oct. 27, 6:30 pm 
Cedar Park Holiday Inn Express

Online seminar anytime at www.southwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.southwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

future
Be there

yourfor

Limited Time Offer – Save $1000
Have weight loss surgery by Nov. 16, 2009, 
and you’ll SAVE $1000 (or more) off the 
surgery fee if your insurance will not cover 
the procedure. (Initial procedures only.)
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Cost savings were made wherever pos-
sible during that time and now, even 
down to relatively small things, including 
using paperless agendas and documents 
at council meetings, said Aaron Rector, 
the city’s budget manager.

“Is it a huge dollar amount? Probably 
not, but it adds up,” he said of the cost 
savings. “We’re trying to look for efficien-
cies in the way in which we do business.” 
Leander 

In Leander, city officials approved a 
$15 million general budget, which is $1.8 
million larger than last year’s budget. 

Sharon Johnson, Leander’s assistant 
city manager, said the budget’s increase 
was needed to add new positions and pay 
for rising healthcare costs for employees.  

The city added five new staff positions, 
including two police officers assigned to 

schools and a part-time 
clerk for municipal 
court. The new posi-
tions took up $162,000 
of the budget. 

The budget also in-
cludes a 2.5 percent pay 
raise for city employ-
ees, Johnson said. She 

said the raise was needed to keep employ-
ees’ pay at a competitive level and to keep 
up with the costs of living.

Similar to Cedar Park, Leander also 
saw an increase in its sales tax. However, 
the 7.8 percent increase over last year was 
not as much as was originally projected. 

Last year Leander’s sales tax was rough-
ly $1.6 million, and this year Leander took 
in a little more than $1.7 million. Johnson 
said the city had projected a sales tax rev-
enue of $1.9 million. 

 To make up for the $167,185 difference, 
the city cut costs of employee health in-
surance by 21 percent, mostly by raising 
deductibles from $250 to $1,000, similar 
to Cedar Park. 

Johnson said the budget for each de-
partment’s training and travel expenses 
was reduced, and most every department 
made cuts to its originally proposed bud-
gets. For instance, the budget for contract 
labor work was cut in half to $50,000.   

Johnson said regional counterparts, such 
as Austin and Dallas, faced more challeng-
es in crafting budgets than Leander did. 

“We had to cut, but not as tough as they 
did,” she said.  

Budgets
CONTINUED FROM | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/5913

signal maintenance department. The 
money will fund one position to oversee 
the maintenance of current as well as new 
traffic signals that the city is taking over 
from the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation. 

• Pay increases for employees who have 
advanced degrees and a new incentive 
pay for public safety officials who speak 
Spanish or know sign language. 

• Funds for 12 electronic ticket writers, 
which police will use to swipe a driver’s 
license through the ticket writer and have 
the information on the license electroni-
cally downloaded so that court officials 
can then retrieve the information. Eivens 
said the system is more 
efficient and will increase 
accuracy.  

“If you look at what 
you end up funding, it’s 
a pretty lean budget,” 
Eivens said. “I wish I 
had a better word; at the 
same time I think there 
is minimal impact to services.” 

Eivens said the city faced challenges in 
crafting this year’s budget because build-
ing permit fees and sales tax in Cedar 
Park were not as high as expected.

Sales tax revenue for the city went up this 
year to about $6.9 million from $6.8 million 
last year. However, the officials expected it 
to reach $7.7 million, Eivens said.

The revenue from building permit fees 
in Cedar Park was roughly $850,000, Eiv-
ens said, though the city originally ex-
pected the amount to be $1.4 million. 

To make up for the lower-than-expect-
ed returns, the city froze 13 non-public-
safety staff positions, a move that saved 
the city about $604,000. The vacant posi-
tions that were frozen include ones in the 
planning, library, engineering, and parks 
and recreation departments. 

“In an organization of our size, 13 jobs 
frozen may not sound like a lot, but when 
you look at the services we provide, you 
find we’re lean to begin with so it does 
have an impact when you freeze vacan-
cies,” Eivens said.  

The city will also save about $237,000 
because of changes made to employees’ 
health insurance. Deductibles for em-
ployees increased from $250 to $1,000, 
under the new budget.

Costs for training and travel was also 
decreased by 20 percent, which saved the 
city $820,000.  

Eivens credited the city’s staff and coun-
cil for making this year’s budget relatively 
smooth, given the circumstances. During 
the first week of November last year, as 
the economy worsened, Eivens said staff 
created a contingency plan for the 2009 
budget in the event that the economy did 
not improve. The plan allowed the city to 
adjust accordingly and to scrutinize each 
line item for its 2009-10 budget. 

Cedar Park

Total 2009-2010 city budgets
A breakdown of how much each city department received under Cedar Park and Leander’s new budgets

$28.5 million

Leander

$15 million

48% 53.4%Public Safety & Court

8.3%City Council, City Manager’s Office, 
City Secretary, Economic Development, 

 Legal, Public Information Office

Public Safety & Court

10%
Finance, Human Resources, 

Information Technology, 
Administrative

5% Building Inspection, Planning, 
Urban design and  Economic 

Development 4%Building Inspection and Planning

13.3%Parks and Library

11%Streets, Signal Maintenance, 
Maintenance, Engineering

Leander Cedar Park

Under both cities’ budgets, taxes on average value homes will decrease because of lowered tax rates 
and/or decreased home values. 

Here’s the breakdown for each city: 

Tax rate
(per $100 valuation)

Average home 
value

Average tax bill

Tax rate

Average home 
value

Average tax bill

                              2008-2009    2009-2010                             2008-2009    2009-2010

60.26¢

$167,044

$1,007

60.042¢

$165,920

$996

48.9001¢

$187,819

$918

48.9001¢

$189,936

$929

11.5% Finance, Human Resources, 
Information Technology, 

Administrative

“We had to cut, but not as 
tough as they did,”.  

— Sharon Johnson, 
Assistant City Manager, 

City of Leander

Sources: Cities of Cedar Park and Leander

18% City Council, City Secretary 
and non-departmental

9% Streets, Signal Maintenance, 
Maintenance, Engineering

8.5% Parks and Library
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Community Icon    Chief Chris Connealy

By Melissa Mixon
With 31 years of experience in fire 

services, Cedar Park Fire Chief Chris 
Connealy has lived through the extreme 
lows and highs that can come with being 
a firefighter. 

He still gets emotional about the death 
of a good friend and fellow firefighter who 
died in 2001 while trying to rescue resi-
dents from a burning 41-story high rise 
condominium in Houston. Connealy was 
the Houston Fire Chief at the time, so he 
takes the loss personally. To this day, he 
wears a black bracelet on his right hand 
that reads, “Everyone goes home.” The 
bracelet is meant to be a reminder of his 
No. 1 job as fire chief: firefighter safety. 

“I wake up with Jay and I go to bed 
with Jay to this day,” Connealy, 50, said of 
his friend. “I never want to forget, and it 
drives me.” 

But the highs—and there are many of 
them—also drive Connealy. 

He has delivered babies on the job, 
rescued people from burning buildings 
and helped resuscitate people who are 
clinically dead.

“When you’re a part of that rescue, no 
drug can match that [feeling],” he said. 

Connealy took over as the Cedar Park 
Fire Chief in 2004. Since then, he has 
helped bring the city’s rating* with the 
Insurance Services Office Inc. to a 1, the 
highest score a city can earn. 

Connealy and his team helped do the 
same thing for the City of Houston when 
he was the fire chief there from 2000 to 
2004, making him the only chief in the 
nation who has earned a No. 1 rating at 
two different fire departments.  

“It’s a real accomplishment. We’re one of 
58 cities in the nation that has an ISO rat-
ing of 1,” Cedar Park City Manager Brenda 
Eivens said. 

Connealy is also working to get the city’s 
fire department accredited with the Com-
mission on Fire Accreditation Interna-
tional, which puts departments through an 
extensive self-assessment. 

Cedar Park Fire Chief Chris Connealy in his office
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Coworkers and city officials, including 
Eivens, say Connealy has transformed 
the department into one that is more 
professional. 

“It’s been a very big, noticeable and 
positive change [since Connealy took 
over],” said James Mallinger, the city’s as-
sistant fire chief and emergency manage-
ment coordinator. 

Mallinger has worked for the depart-
ment for 14 years and said Connealy 
has involved firefighters in the decision-
making process more so than was done in 
years before. 

Part of that is because Connealy believes 
in trust and teamwork. When discussing 
the department’s achievements in recent 
years, Connealy is quick to say that it was 
not all accomplished by him. 

Connealy was first attracted to firefight-
ing when he was 12 years old. The Houston 
native was going to church with his family 
when he saw a fire truck driving by. Seven 
years later, he joined the Houston Fire 
Department. 

After that, he rose up the ranks. He 
worked various positions in the Houston 
Fire Department before becoming chief in 
2000. He retired from the department in 
2004 and took the job in Cedar Park so he 
could spend more time with his two teen-
age sons, interact more with firefighters 
and also to get away from big city politics, 
he said. 

 “I hope to retire from here, but I didn’t 
come here to coast and just keep the fire 
trucks coming out the door,” he said. “I 
want the citizens of Cedar Park to know 
when they call the fire department, they 
feel good about it because we know what 
we’re doing and we’re taking care of it.” 

Cedar Park earns best ISO rating
*The ratings are based on several factors, like 
the city’s water supply and hydrant locations, 
but they are mostly determined by the quality 
of the fire department. A good rating results 
in lower insurance premiums for residents and 
business owners in the city.
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Recreation Report    Skate parks under development

Stephen Bosak, parks and recreation director for Leander, stands near the volcano structure during construction of the skate 
park at Benbrook Ranch Park.
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By Joseph M. de Leon
By early next year, residents in Cedar 

Park and Leander should have a place to 
skate without risk of being chased away 
by property owners or police. Both cities 
will soon open their first skate parks.

Leander officials expect to open a skate 
park at Benbrook Ranch Park, 1100 Halsey 
Drive, in November. Cedar Park should 
open theirs in the first quarter of 2010. 

Stephen Bosak, parks and recreation 
director for Leander, said community 
input was an important factor in devel-
oping what he expects will be a success-
ful skate park.

“You don’t build what you want, you 
build what the community wants,” he 
said. “If you build it and they don’t come, 
you’ve failed.”

Curt Randa, parks and recreation 
director for Cedar Park, agrees. His staff 
aims to make a skate park at Brushy 
Creek Sports Park that matches the pub-
lic’s expectations.

In the past two years, leaders from 
both cities held several public meetings 
to gather input from skaters, parents and 
neighbors. 

“Skate parks have not been widely 
available in Texas until about five or six 
years ago,” Bosak said. “But on the East 
and West Coast, you see them a lot in 
little towns.”

Leander’s skate course is part of a 
roughly $1 million project to improve 
Benbrook Ranch Park that includes a 
playscape, pavilion, athletic fields, a dirt 
course for BMX bicycles, restrooms, 
parking, a disc golf course and trails. 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment contributed $500,000, and the 
Lower Colorado River Authority granted 
$200,000. 

Work at the park was scaled back in 
2007 when officials realized money allo-
cated to the project would not cover the 
full cost of construction. Bosak hopes 
lighting, more athletic fields and another 
pavilion can be added over time. 

The Leander skate park at Benbrook 
Ranch has been in the planning stages 

since residents approved a parks improve-
ment bond in 2004, but area skaters have 
wanted a place to skate for much longer. 

Skate enthusiasts in Cedar Park have 
suggested building a place to practice for 
at least 15 years, Randa said. The move-
ment gained momentum in 2006 when 
city council approved a Parks and Open 
Space Master Plan in 2006. 

Over the past three years, Cedar Park 
officials shifted from talking about a 
park to building it. With plans now com-
plete, construction is expected to start on 
the $550,000 project in late October. The 
Cedar Park Community Development 
Corporation (4B) granted the project 
$500,000, and Williamson County con-
tributed $50,000.

Bosak and Randa believe the parks 
will add value to the community by en-
couraging exercise and civic pride.

“Rather than using facilities, such as 
concrete drainage structures and bas-
ketball courts,” Randa said, “skaters will 
now have a visible, safe and accessible 
area to practice, improve and demon-
strate their skills.”

Seth Johnson, president of Ideal 
Skateparks, has designed and built sev-
eral skate courses in the area, including 
the city-run skate park in Round Rock.

His crew has worked hard to build the 
Benbrook Ranch course in spite of unex-
pected setbacks, including drainage prob-
lems, design changes and wet weather.

When workers discovered power lines, 
the park was moved several yards south. 
To reduce the risk of flooding, crews 
elevated the bowl.

For Johnson, the most beneficial part 
about making bowls, transitions and 
tacos out of concrete is giving children 
a place to exercise. He believes the park 
will draw them away from sedentary 
activities, such as playing video games, 
watching TV and clicking on computers.

“This is the type of facility that will 
be a magnet to drag those kids off the 
couch,” he said. “This will be a furnace 
for burning teen calories.”

2310 Brushy Creek Road  •  401-5500

1100 Halsey Drive  •  528-9909

Call 512-284-6992  or  info@assebilities.com  •  www.assebilities.com

QuickBooks Pro®, Premier, 
Enterprise Suite & POS 

Help is at your fi ngertips!

Intuit Certifi ed Since 2005

Trouble with

QuickBooks®?
Help is at your fi ngertips!

Setup, training and optimization.

Trouble with

Is Your Business Harnessing The Power
                                                    of QuickBooks®?

Cedar Park   Brushy Creek Sports Park

Leander   Benbrook Ranch Park  

Size: 4,800 sq ft.
Expected completion date: November 2009
Cost of skate park: $92,533 

Size: 14,000 sq ft.
Expected completion date:  early 2010
Budget for skate park: $550,000
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2 1620 Hawk Drive
3 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,431 sq. ft.
Agent: Regina Cox, RE/MAX Heart of Texas

Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance

Heritage Park  Cedar Park - 78613

Featured homes

This neighborhood offers residents a 
swimming pool, playscape and park, easy 
access to FM 1431 and US 183, shopping and is 
near Veterans Memorial Park.
Schools
• Knowles Elementary School
• Running Brushy Middle School
• Leander High School 

1 1111 Heritage Park Drive
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,186 sq. ft.
Agent: Lynn Robin-Pitts, Coldwell Banker United Realtor

4 2310 keegans Way
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,301 sq. ft.
Agent: Christi Baylor, Austin Texas Homes LLC

3 1405 Hawk Drive
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,108 sq. ft.
Agent: Angela Hayek, Smart Source Realty

$140,000
788-3698

$175,000
924-4815

Oak Ridge  Leander - 78641

Featured homes

This neighborhood offers easy access to Toll 
183A and Gateway at Leander shopping center 
and is moments away from Crystal Falls Golf 
Course. Capital Metro park and ride is nearby.
Schools
• Pleasant Hill Elementary School
• Wiley Middle School
• Rouse High School

6 1207 River Oak Drive
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,382 sq. ft.
Agent:	Dow	Kennedy,	RE/MAX	Capital	City	II

$185,000
267-6302

5 1309 River Oak Drive
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,502 sq. ft.
Agent:	Nicole	Scott,	Coldwell	Banker

$135,000
632-6790

8 804 Mountain Ridge Drive
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,445 sq. ft.
Agent: Robin Adrian, Coldwell Banker S.G. Billings

7 1209 River Oak Drive
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,499 sq. ft.
Agent:	Billy	Kurtz,	Century	21	HSA

$159,900
417-1780

$159,900
450-8460
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$194,000
736-8822

$176,900
775-6993

I flew it. 
Let’s do it!

Honk if you 
love Austin!

Show me the 
money, honey.

Receive a $2,000 Travel Credit at closing  
when you buy a home by Oct. 31, 2009!  

(Perfect for holiday travel!)

You buy and fly We’ll pick up the tab.

taylormorrison.com/flyaustin

Now is the time to make a change and a Taylor Morrison 
community is the place. The hottest deals under the Texas 
sun are being made at every Taylor Morrison community in 

the area. Never has a new home been a better buy than right 
now. So, set your sights, flap your wings and head to one of 

our communities! Buy a home and we’ll give you $2,000 to fly 
anywhere you choose. Better shake your tail feathers though, 

“Buy and Fly*” ends October 31, 2009!

©2009 Taylor Morrison, Inc. All rights reserved. TAYLOR MORRISON, INSPIRED BY YOU, HOMES INSPIRED 
BY YOU and The 4 Man Logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of Taylor Morrison, Inc. or of one of its 
affiliates. Marks used by permission only. For more information about Taylor Morrison, please visit our website 

at http://www.taylormorrison.com. *Buy and Fly offer valid only with contracts signed between 9/1/09 and 10/31/09. Up 
to $2,000 to be credited towards purchase price at time of closing. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
Taylor Morrison special offer. Restrictions may apply. **Printed page must be presented at time of contract. See a Sales 
Associate for details. Prices, programs, plans and availability subject to change without notice. Prices effective 9/09.

Brodie Springs 
Austin 
From the $360s
Emerald Ridge  
at Steiner Ranch 
Austin 
From the $420s
Falconhead 
Final Opportunity! 
Austin  
From the $480s 
Falconhead West 
Bee Cave 
From the $330s
Hawk’s Canyon  
at Steiner Ranch 
Austin 
From the $500s
Mediterra at  
Steiner Ranch 
Austin 
From the $300s
Palisades at  
Steiner Ranch 
Austin 
From the $340s
Paloma Lake 
Round Rock 
From the $250s

Senna Hills 
Austin 
From the $550s
Senna Hills  
Garden Homes 
Austin 
From the $340s
Teravista 
Final Opportunity! 
Round Rock 
From the $230s
The Reserve  
at Steiner Ranch 
Austin 
From the $620s
Tierra Grande  
at Steiner Ranch 
Austin 
From the $280s 
Villages of  
Berry Creek 
Georgetown 
From the $140s
Walsh Ranch 
Round Rock 
From the $290s

Please hurry!  
Our “Buy and Fly 
Program” ends 

October 31, 2009!

(Must be presented  
at time of contract.)

BRING THIS 
AD IN TO 

RECEIVE YOUR 
$2,000 TRAVEL 

CREDIT**
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1211 Parker Place, Cedar Park $174,777

1703 Persimmon Road, Cedar Park $174,500

1202 Antelope Ridge, Cedar Park $229,990

Residential Real Estate Property listings
Cedar Park, Leander, Austin

78613  Cedar Park
78641  Leander
78717  Austin

ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West  1703 Persimmon Road 3br/2ba 1,621 $174,500 Beverly Williams Keller Williams Realty  773-6056

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 914 Timber Trail 4br/2ba 2,298 $178,000 Michelle Lee-Wilder Coldwell Banker United Realtor  554-3976

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek  804 Tasha Court 5br/3ba 3,209 $293,000 Andrew Constancio J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  784-0852

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek  713 Russet Valley Drive 3br/2ba 1,080 $125,000 Russell Taylor Keller Williams Realty  695-1390

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek  1300 Deer Grove Drive 4br/3ba 2,682 $204,000 Joshua Will Keller Williams Realty  330-1030

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek  1925 Nelson Ranch Loop 5br/3ba 2,854 $270,534 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes  821-8872

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek  1206 Andrew Cove 4br/3ba 3,960 $375,000 Kevin McCord Goldwasser Real Estate  784-9644

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek  1905 Nelson Ranch Loop 4br/2ba 2,919 $279,418 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes  821-8872

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1604 Grayson Cove 3br/2ba 1,586 $141,000 Rachel Hoffman Lee Real Estate Services, Inc.  825-7043

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills  1916 Stonehenge Cove 4br/2ba 2,075 $175,000 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  844-3254

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills  1717 Lloydminister Way 4br/2ba 2,460 $167,000 Kari Cooper Goldwasser Real Estate  420-0300

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills  2003 Hawksbury Way 3br/2ba 2,219 $159,900 Jerry Castillo RE/MAX Capital City II  751-0386

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills  2000 Parksville Way 3br/2ba 1,675 $154,900 Judy Schoening Coldwell Banker United Realtor  797-4422

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills  2012 Parksville Way 3br/2ba 1,684 $162,900 Kimberly Johnson Keller Williams Realty  293-6653

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Ranchettes  701 Marquis Lane 3br/2ba 2,603 $289,900 Debra Kelsey RE/MAX Capital City II  656-8932

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter 1902 Main St. 4br/2ba 2,302 $225,000 Toby Rocha Coldwell Banker United Realtor  589-6747

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend  1813 Lion Heart Drive 3br/2ba 1,443 $147,900 Candi Smith Coldwell Banker United Realtor  426-5958

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon  1306 Rhondstat Run 5br/4ba 4,267 $479,000 Michelle Lee-Wilder Coldwell Banker United Realtor  554-3976

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon  1210 Rhondstat Run 5br/4ba 4,389 $565,000 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1375

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek  1901 Jerry Lane 5br/4ba 3,701 $270,000 Drew Griffin Goldwasser Real Estate  785-9765

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Mill  2903 Meadow Lark Circle 4br/2ba 1,905 $194,900 Tracie Johnson Keller Williams Realty  917-7823

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  1202 Antelope Ridge 4br/2ba 2,900 $229,990 Greg Young Keller Williams Realty  587-1337

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  400 Lynnwood Trail 3br/2ba 1,939 $189,000 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty  818-1717

78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  1203 Peyton Place 3br/2ba 1,430 $159,965 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  844-3254

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 1911 Barnett Drive 4br/3ba 2,501 $204,990 Jason Randall Keller Williams Realty  736-1593

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2116 Wheaton Trail 3br/2ba 2,067 $180,000 Pamela Buske RE/MAX Capital City II  704-4672

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2300 Barnett Drive 5br/3ba 3,690 $264,905 D. Joan McPherson Keller Williams Realty  639-3339

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 2308 Natalie Cove 3br/2ba 2,430 $173,000 Judy Schoening Coldwell Banker United Realtor  797-4422

78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park  1211 Parker Place 3br/2ba 1,884 $174,777 Kevin Karos RE/MAX Capital City II  744-4167

78613 Cedar Park High Meadows 2110 Yaupon Trail 3br/2ba 1,232 $124,500 Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty  233-9775

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROugHT TO yOu By THE AuSTin BOARd Of REALTORS®

C entra l  Texas  Real  Estate  
i s  Dif ferent .  

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.
There aren’t many investments that have held their value like Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, now 
may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

1600 N. Bell Blvd. 
Cedar Park

Federally Insured by NCUA (512) 458-2558

Set a course for higher savings

Above average rates. 
3 to 60 month terms. 

Minimum deposit $1,000.
All deposits are safe, secure and 

insured up to $500,000.

Stop by our local branch 
today or visit us online for 

current rates.

Share Certificate of Deposit 
(CD) Accounts 

Contact: Diane Schouten at dschouten@ashcreekinc.om
947-5671 or 249-0335 or ashcreekinc.com

Now Selling in 
Arboretum Park!

A secure, gated community in northwest 
Austin, surrounded by 100 year old oaks! 

Great shopping and restaurants nearby at 
The Domain and The Arboretum. 

FHA Financing Available!

Inspired by 
Classics, Driven 

by Design.
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1313 Fairlawn Drive, Leander $145,000

Sep. 2009
Sep. 2008
Aug. 2009
July 2009
June 2009
May 2009
Apr. 2009
Mar. 2009
Feb. 2009

85
96
68
86
88
82
60
65
42

Month  

81
100
97

117
115
72
72
67
37

On the market  (September 1-30) Monthly home sales

CLN CLNCLS CLS
Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

4
92

126
55
28
14
23
3
5

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

2
34
66

143
52
31
22
9

10

80
67
75
81

139
70

208
274
176

19
65
62
78
78

101
155
211
218

CLN* CLNCLS* CLS
$229,200
$230,513
$232,116
$233,322
$255,449
$244,538
$227,317
$230,676
$228,434

$176,970
$161,949
$199,231
$186,145
$178,359
$196,796
$166,379
$193,914
$157,524

No. of sales Average price

Market data provided by Nason Hengst
RE/MAX  |  512-775-7900  |  nasonh@remax.net

Residential Real Estate Market Data

*Beginning	in	2007,	the	Cedar	Park/Leander	area	was	changed	from	Multiple	Listing	Service	area	CL,	which	included	all	of	Leander	and	Cedar	Park,	to	MLS	areas	CLN	and	CLS,	divided	by	FM	1431.	
CLN	includes	most	of	Leander,	while	CLS	includes	most	of	Cedar	Park.

3806 Arrow Wood Road, Cedar Park   $487,650

Residential Real Estate Property listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone

3305 Lambrusco Lane, Leander $180,500

9916 Valderrama Drive, Austin $359,900

11232 Los Comancheros Road, Austin $179,999

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/5933

78613 Cedar Park Hunters Glenn  2452 Madeline Loop 4br/2ba 1,808 $189,900 Laura Redd Keller Williams Realty  636-7814

78613 Cedar Park La Costa On Lakeline 2900 Lakeline Blvd. 2br/2ba 1,792 $169,900 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  844-3254

78613 Cedar Park Park Place  308 Mount Rushmore Drive 4br/2ba 1,875 $178,000 Robin Curle J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  633-3011

78613 Cedar Park Preserve Gann Ranch 2516 Preserve Trail 4br/2ba 2,062 $184,500 Jason Randall Keller Williams Realty  736-1593

78613 Cedar Park Preserve Gann Ranch 1919 Barnett Drive 4br/2ba 2,439 $234,900 Kay Kernek Keller Williams Realty  970-7444

78613 Cedar Park Quarry Oaks  806 Prize Oaks Drive 3br/2ba 1,287 $126,900 John Faught Goldwasser Real Estate  791-5209

78613 Cedar Park Quarry Oaks  905 Prize Oaks Drive 4br/2ba 1,942 $149,900 Dusty Burcham e-Executive Realty  351-5401

78613 Cedar Park Ranch Brushy Creek  3806 Arrow Wood Road 3br/3ba 3,260 $487,650 Tim Kress RE/MAX Capital City  719-5555

78613 Cedar Park Ranch Cypress Creek  1101 Del Roy Drive 5br/2ba 3,242 $219,000 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1375

78613 Cedar Park Ranch Cypress Creek  1435 Jenna Lane 4br/2ba 2,633 $223,000 Brenda Underwood Coldwell Banker United Realtor  293-2805

78613 Cedar Park Ranch Deer Creek 2415 Drifting Leaf Drive 5br/3ba 2,646 $235,000 Kimberly Baker Coldwell Banker United Realtor  289-8371

78613 Cedar Park Ranch Deer Creek  2319 Narrow Valley Drive 4br/3ba 2,960 $277,500 Denise Arndt Coldwell Banker United Realtor  508-4014

78613 Cedar Park Ranch Deer Creek  2702 Oro Viejo Cove 4br/2ba 2,702 $299,900 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty  947-8787

78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch  908 Brook Drive 3br/2ba 1,675 $154,900 Tex Meazell Keller Williams Realty  785-4834

78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch  1008 Remington Drive 3br/2ba 1,689 $146,900 Traci Smith Keller Williams Realty  826-6757

78641 Leander Block House Creek 15011 Big Falls Drive 4br/2ba 1,917 $137,500 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II  426-1881

78641 Leander Block House Creek  1313 Fairlawn Drive 3br/3ba 2,176 $145,000 Samantha Hale StoneHaven Realty  771-4681

78641 Leander Block House Creek  809 House Creek Drive 3br/2ba 1,511 $138,500 Larry Lewis Keller Williams Realty  637-8455

78641 Leander Block House Creek  15325 English River Loop 3br/2ba 1,896 $159,900 Michelle Busby Keller Williams Realty  616-4000

78641 Leander Block House Creek  2712 Winslow Drive 3br/2ba 2,091 $160,000 Colleen Sellars RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1375

78641 Leander Block House Creek  1252 Pine Portage Loop 3br/2ba 1,506 $142,000 Kathleen Wainwright RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1324

78641 Leander Block House Creek  3310 Saint Genevieve Drive 4br/2ba 1,981 $170,000 Sherri Teepen Keller Williams Realty  636-7444

78641 Leander Block House Creek  2504 Cynthia Court 4br/2ba 1,480 $138,000 Laurie Flood Keller Williams Realty  576-1504

78641 Leander Block House Creek  3305 Lambrusco Lane 3br/2ba 2,314 $180,500 Paulette Bostur Prudential Texas Realty  751-4567

78641 Leander Boulders Crystal Falls  1121 Iron Horse 4br/2ba 2,249 $215,000 Dena Hinds Coldwell Banker United Realtor  963-1770

78641 Leander Boulders Crystal Falls  1105 Sedona 4br/2ba 1,953 $199,900 Dragoljub Popovich RE/MAX Capital City II  646-1350

78641 Leander Cherry Hollow Estates  21401 Lonesome Court 3br/2ba 2,000 $199,000 Vlado Ruzicka Goldwasser Real Estate  413-7188

78641 Leander County Glen  1915 Emerald Isle Drive 3br/2ba 1,133 $129,900 Kevin Karos RE/MAX Capital City II  744-4167

78641 Leander County Glen  603 Wicklow Drive 3br/2ba 1,923 $139,900 Suman Barrett Keller Williams Realty  577-1224

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1825 Tall Chief 3br/2ba 2,014 $236,330 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1902 Tall Chief 4br/3ba 2,553 $272,390 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1904 Tall Chief 4br/3ba 3,082 $297,230 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1906 Tall Chief 4br/3ba 2,828 $276,880 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty  347-7740

78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 1304 Ventana Canyon 4br/3ba 3,064 $449,000 Tina Mallach Keller Williams Realty  587-9127

78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 2007 Palos Verdes 5br/3ba 3,693 $429,900 Ana Meek Keller Williams Realty  825-0405

78641   Leander   Summerlyn   104 Purple Martin Cove   4 br/2.5ba   2370   $187,500   Marianne Spencer   Marianne Spencer   548-6427

78717 Austin Avery Brookside 10029 Loxley Lane 4br/3ba 3,901 $419,900 Tim Kress RE/MAX Capital City  719-5555

78717 Austin Avery Brookside  15405 Echo Hills N Drive 4br/2ba 3,236 $345,900 Thomas Jenkins Keller Williams Realty  947-0365

78717 Austin Avery Brookside  15516 Echo Hills Drive 4br/3ba 3,376 $349,000 Joshua Schenck Goldwasser Real Estate  420-0300

78717 Austin Avery Brookside  10521 Roy Butler Drive 5br/4ba 4,451 $425,000 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors  844-3254

78717 Austin Avery Estates 10217 Fossmoor St. 5br/4ba 4,316 $514,900 Edward Askelson Prudential Texas Realty  407-2498

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 9916 Valderrama Drive 4br/3ba 3,009 $359,900 Aaron Lancaster Keller Williams Realty  637-8450

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 10700 Roy Butler 4br/3ba 4,296 $599,990 Jimmy Rado David Weekley Homes  821-8872

78717 Austin Avery Ranch  10020 Palmbrook Drive 4br/3ba 3,291 $399,000 Don Crow Coldwell Banker United Realtor  415-6677

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East  9416 Lisi Anne Drive 3br/2ba 2,678 $305,000 Barbara Bittner Coldwell Banker United Realtor  431-6027

78717 Austin Avery Ranch East  16641 Ennis Trail 4br/2ba 2,629 $250,000 Terri Romere Keller Williams Realty  431-5435

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 11232 Los Comancheros Road 3br/2ba 1,544 $179,999 Robert Lane Keller Williams Realty  785-7698

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 8/20/09 to 9/23/09 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


