
Tamara Hudgins, executive director of the Chisholm Trail Communities 
Foundation, consulted with Leander in the formation of its arts ordinance. 
She cited Chicago, which has a similar statute, as an example of how public 
art drives economic development. The Windy City helped fund popular 
attractions including the Jay Pritzker Pavilion, an outdoor amphitheater 
with brushed stainless steel ribbons and a trellis of steel pipes that carry a 
sound system. A sculpture called Cloud Gate is composed of highly polished 
stainless steel and is casually called  
The Millennium Bean because of its  
likeness to an upside-
down jelly bean.

March 7 Brushy Creek Trail opening
Grand-opening celebration for Phase III of the Brushy Creek Trail,
Twin Lakes Park, 206 E. Little Elm Trail | 9

March 7 Brushy Creek Sports Park grand opening  
Check out the opening of the 54-acre sports park | 9
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Promoting 
public art
Leander arts ordinance 
creates public art fund
By Kara Vaught

Capital Metro’s Red Line train, 
opening March 30, and the ex-
tension of Toll 183A in 2010 will 
make getting to and from Lean-
der quicker and easier. 

By approving a public arts or-
dinance Dec. 18, the Leander 
City Council took a step toward 
making sure people have some-
thing to do when they arrive.

“Art contributes to society in 
such a constructive manner,” 
said Kirk Clennan, Leander eco-
nomic development director. “It 

makes people think. It helps you 
stop and look and listen. [The 
arts ordinance] is a component 
of Leander’s sustained economic 
development efforts over the next 
50 years.”
Money for art, money from art

Leander’s arts ordinance cre-
ates a public art fund. It stipulates 
that 1 percent of the construc-
tion cost of a municipal building 
project and up to 1 percent of the 
construction cost of a municipal 
construction project should be 
deposited into the fund. 

Also, when private developers 
or owners of commercial struc-
tures apply for building permits, 
they will “be encouraged to com-
mit 1 percent of the construc-
tion or reconstruction costs” to 
acquiring fine art to be displayed 

CONTINUED ON | 17

CONTINUED ON | 26

By Robert Bell
The Texas Constitution, which 

gives county commissioners 
courts executive and legislative 
powers, also spells out both the 
scope and limitations of the court’s 
authority. In addition, the Consti-
tution details the specific duties of 
each elected county official.

A county commissioners court 
in Texas has authority not only 
to set a budget for the coming 
year, but also to alter that budget 
in certain ways at any point, at 
its discretion. One power it does 
not have, though, is to dictate to 
elected officials how to perform 
constitutionally specified, or 
“core,” duties.

However, some county offices 
perform tasks that are not out-
lined in the state constitution. 
And unlike “core” duties, these 
discretionary responsibilities — 
and the money that funds them 
— can be shifted from one de-
partment to another at the will of 
the court.

The Texas Supreme Court re-
cently affirmed this authority 

Attorney: Court’s Griffin ruling 
could have wider implications
Story Highlights

Jana Duty, attorney for Williamson County, said the case will not change how  •	
commissioners courts operate
County constables office duties differ from those of sheriff’s office •	

when it upheld lower court deci-
sions in the suit former William-
son County Precinct 1 Constable 
Gary Griffin filed against the 
Williamson County Commis-
sioners Court for altering his 
budget mid-year.

This court ruling could result 
in commissioners courts using 
budget-altering power to dictate 
how elected officials do their jobs, 
said Bill Aleshire, Griffin’s attor-
ney and a former Travis County 
judge and tax collector.

“This is going to have great 
potential to upset the balance of 
power in county government and 
all commissioners courts to in-
terfere, in a way, in the operation 
of independent elected offices 
by using the power of the purse 
strings,” he said.

Not so, said Jana Duty, attor-
ney for Williamson County, cit-
ing a prior case that upheld the 
right of commissioners courts to 
shift discretionary responsibili-
ties from one office to another.

Lowe’s and the Leander Public 
Library partnered to raise awareness 
about energy efficiency and 
environmentally friendly products. A 
house built inside the library serves as 
a visual aid and information center. | 5

The Cedar Park Threadgill’s 
location is “dead in the water,” a 
restaurant spokeswoman said. First 
announced in 2006, the eatery 
was to anchor the shopping center 
immediately west of the Railyard. | 5

Chris Connealy, 
Cedar Park fire 
chief, was recently 
named the chair 
of the Texas 
Fire Protection 
Commission by 
Gov. Rick Perry. | 5

Mobility to and within Leander’s 
transit-oriented development will 
improve with the completion of 
about $12 million in roads, said Pix 
Howell, Leander urban design officer.  
The extension of CR 273 will be 
named in honor of Mel Mathis. | 12

Pedernales Electric Cooperative 
representatives presented the City of 
Cedar Park with its quarterly franchise 
check for $126,000 Jan. 8. | 13

Vic Villarreal, 
Leander 
place one city 
councilman, 
announced his 
candidacy for 
mayor Feb. 9.
more.impactnews.
com/3267

Capital Metro hosted the first of 
five open houses at stations along 
the new passenger rail line between 
Austin and Leander Feb. 7 at the 
Leander Station, 800 N. US 183. More 
than 1,000 people came out to view 
the new train and station.
more.impactnews.com/3276
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Big on art

The job of Williamson County Constables

County constables have all of the 
power of Texas peace officers, 
including the power to make arrests, 
but also have specific duties detailed 
in the state constitution. Constable’s 
offices work alongside other law 
enforcement agencies on a variety 
of cases. 

Some constables offices perform 
other tasks not outlined in the 

Texas Constitution. For example, 
Precinct 3 in Williamson County has 
an environmental crime unit, which 
enforces and investigates activities 
such as illegal dumping, burn-code 
violations and situations involving 
hazardous materials.

Sources: Texas Association of Counties; 
Williamson County
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it’s for her

A brand new facility in Central Texas dedicated to the care of mothers and 
their newborn infants. A place of health, warmth, comfort, and safety. Where 
experienced staff and state-of-the-art technology go hand in hand. Where 
great minds choose to practice because of their shared commitment to 
exceptional care. Where women’s services, needs, and treatments aren’t simply 
the most important things. They’re the only things. Introducing the new  
St. David’s Women’s Center of Texas. It’s here. And it’s for her.

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center  •  12221 N. Mopac Expwy. Austin, TX 78758  •  (512) 901-1050  •  www.womenscenteroftexas.com
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I really enjoy the arts. 
I buy paintings from an 
artist friend to decorate 
my house, and my sister’s 
photography hangs on 

my walls. My husband has accompanied 
me to Zilker Park to watch plays from 
Shakespeare to “Beauty and the Beast.” 
We attended Way Off Broadway Com-
munity Players’ most recent show in 
Leander, and we enjoyed the intimate 
atmosphere. Way Off Broadway even has 
a Shakespeare in the Park night planned 
at Robin Bledsoe Park in May. 

The arts add value to a community, so 
I look forward to seeing more programs 
and people involved in Leander’s art 
community as the city shapes the policies 
allowed by its arts ordinance.

In Cedar Park, March 7 marks the cele-
bration of several projects in the area. The 
opening of the extension of the Brushy 
Creek Trail to the Twin Lakes trailhead is 

kicking off with a 5K at the YMCA.
The new Brushy Creek Sports Park is 

also opening, and there is a monument 
dedication along Brushy Creek com-
memorating the granite blocks that fell off 
the train on its way to building the state 
capitol.

More than 1,000 people attended Capital 
Metro’s first MetroRail open house Feb. 7 
in Leander. If you missed it, see the Recent 
News section at impactnews.com/leander-
cedar-park for more open house dates at 
other stations. 

As we celebrate the new developments 
designed for our area, Community Impact 
is promoting the projects with a new 
design of our own. We hope you enjoy the 
new look of the paper this month.

Laura Wickett
lwickett@impactnews.com
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Online feedback from readers

“I had a great experience taking the CHL 
course [at Capital Area Practical Shooting]. The 
instructor made me feel at ease and gave a lot 
of great information. I will be taking the ladies’ 
shooting class soon!”                                          —  “NL”

Online at more.impactnews.com/3029

Capital Area Practical Shooting, January 2009

Cedar Park
& Leander’s

Choice for
LUXURY

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.

Community Impact Newspaper is Central Texas’ 
fastest growing news organization. Founder 
John Garrett grew up in the Austin area and 
since launching the first paper in Round Rock 
and Pflugerville in 2005, our mission has been to 
provide useful information to the communities 
we serve. Now distributing to more than 382,000 
homes and businesses in six markets, the papers’ 
commitment to local, unbiased reporting has 
become a recognized brand. At a time when print 
media are on the decline, Community Impact 
Newspaper has restructured an old product — 
the community newspaper — and turned it into 
an important tool by providing readers useful, 
informative news.

When it comes to new roadways, 
what issue is most important? 

Relieving traffic congestion as quickly as possible

Avoiding projects that will be tolled

56.8%

24.3%

18.9%

Minimizing damage to potentially sensitive areas               
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Avery Ranch

1 Printing solution
Jannelle and Michael Kling will open 
Alphagraphics in April at 10019 W. 
Parmer Lane. The company will offer 
large format printing and copying, 
lamination, foamboard mounting, 
banners and targeted direct mailing, in 
addition to printing and copies. Hours 
will be Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit  
www.alphagraphics.com.

2 Don’t miss donuts
Bryan and Dana Adkins of Cedar Park 
are opening a Shipley Donuts at 10019 W. 
Parmer Lane. The store will seat 24 people 
and is scheduled to open in the last week 
of February, with a grand opening after 
spring break. Hours will be 5 a.m.-2 p.m. 
daily, and the store will sell 38 different 
varieties of donuts, 17 different pastries 
and eight types of kolaches. Shipley is 

based out of Houston and has about 200 
stores in six states. Visit  
www.shipleydonuts.ws.

Cedar Park

3 Shoot, print, frame 
Ink Stop opened in November at 
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H130. 
The computer supply retailer sells ink 
cartridges, digital cameras and frames, 
jump drives, blank CDs and other office 
supplies. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.- 
8 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and Sun.  
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Call 259-4160 or visit  
www.goinkstop.com.

4 Weight loss by Jenny
Jenny Craig, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd.,  
Ste. AA296, opened Jan. 12. Permanent 
store hours for the weight loss business 
have not been set. Call 259-1079 or visit  
www.jennycraig.com.

5 More Cedar Park lodging
Cedar Park will add another hotel to its 
roster soon. Pradip Mulji, through his 
company LQ Cedar Park Hospitality, 
is building a La Quinta at 1010 E. 
Whitestone Blvd. The $4 million project 
began construction this month. The hotel 
will have 75 rooms. Call 800-753-3757 to 
find out more.

6 Shorter strands
SportClips opened Jan. 16 at 1465 
E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H330. The 
Georgetown-based chain of barbershops 
got its start in Austin in 1993. Store hours 
are Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.- 
7 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Call  
528-9460 or visit www.sportclips.com.

7 Capital idea
Jason and Jill Jarrett will open the newest 
location of Capital Gymnastics March 1 
at 504 Denali Pass. Capital Gymnastics 

Cedar Park & LeanderCommunity Impact
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13 Smoothie operator
Alonzo Soliz opened a Tropical Smoothie 
Café Feb. 7 at 1465 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 350. The restaurant serves 
sandwiches, wraps, salads, soups, 
breakfast and has a children’s menu. Also 
available are many types of frosty drinks, 
including dessert smoothies and low-
fat smoothies made with Splenda. Store 
hours are Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m. and 
Sun. 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Call 259-5472 or visit  
www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com.

14 Ear, nose, throat clinic
ENT Center of Austin opened a new 
ear, nose and throat clinic in November 
at 1730 E. Whitestone Blvd. Dr. Karen 
Stierman is on hand at the clinic on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and Dr. Russell 
Briggs is available Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. The clinic offers a variety of 
ENT services, including evaluations of 
tonsils, tubes, ear and hearing problems, 
allergy treatment, pediatric care, snoring 
and sleep disorders. Call 328-7722 to 
make an appointment. Clinic hours are 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Visit  
www.austinentmd.com.

15 Hookah me up
Jungle Juice, 2423 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. A, 
will now offer a local hookah lounge 
option. Hours are Mon.-Sat. 6 p.m.-
midnight. Customers may bring their 
own beverages to enjoy with the water 
pipe experience. Regular store hours are 
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Call 219-1963. 

Restaurant closings/Threadgill’s
Four Cedar Park restaurants have closed 
in recent months. Rocky Mountain 
Chocolate Factory closed about three 
months after it opened. Traxx closed in 
December. Willy-O’s, which opened in 
December 2007, closed one year later. 
Village Inn also opened in December 
2007 and closed in late 2008. The Cedar 
Park Threadgill’s, first announced in late 
2006, was recently described as “dead in 
the water” by a restaurant spokeswoman. 

Perry picks Connealy
Gov. Rick Perry recently named Chris 
Connealy of Cedar Park chair of the 
Texas Fire Protection Commission. 
The commission enforces statewide fire 
service standards and provides education 
and assistance to fire service personnel. 
Connealy is the fire chief of the Cedar Park 
Fire Department and a regional director 
of the Texas Fire Chiefs Association. 
Connealy’s term with the Fire Protection 
Commission ends Feb. 1, 2011.

Leander

16 Green products 
Lowe’s, 1495 US 183, and the Leander 
Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, have 
partnered to raise awareness about some 
of the ways homeowners and builders 
can increase efficiency in their homes. In 
the library, Lowe’s has installed a small 

gives children from toddlers to age 18 
the chance to learn gymnastics and hosts 
birthday parties, summer camps, mom’s 
day out and competitive teams. Hours are 
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m. and Sat. 8 a.m.-
noon. Call 259-9995 or visit  
www.capgym.com. 

8 Radiological association
Austin Radiological Association recently 
signed a lease for space at the Shops at 
Silverado, 12800 W. Parmer Lane. ARA 
will close its existing location at 801 E. 
Whitestone Blvd. and move into the 
new facility some time in mid-summer. 
The clinic will offer a variety of medical 
imaging, mammography and bone 
density scanning. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 
8 a.m.-6 p.m. Call 458-9098 to make an 
appointment or visit www.ausrad.com.

9 Game on
Teresa Castle opened Gamerz, 11200 
Lakeline Mall Drive, in late November 
at Lakeline Mall. The store sells new and 
used video games, game systems and 
accessories from classics, such as the Atari 
2600, to Playstation 3, X-Box 360 and 
Nintendo Wii, as well as books, strategy 
guides and T-shirts. Gamerz also hosts 
special events and regular tournaments. 
Hours are Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m. and 
Sun. noon-6 p.m. Call 250-0756 or visit 
www.gamerzex.com.

10 Photo contest
Heart of Cedar Park Photo Contest, 
the first citywide photo competition, 
is underway. Entry fees will help fund 
programs at the Cedar Park Public Library, 
550 Discovery Blvd. For application 
and rules, go to www.cedarparktx.us 
and look for contest information under 
“Public Announcements.” Prizes will be 
awarded to top entries in adult and youth 
categories. Photos will be displayed at 
the library.

11 Doctor, doctor
A  Austin Regional Clinic at Cedar Park 
Medical Plaza, 1401 Medical Parkway, 
Bldg. B, Ste. 220, has added two new 
physicians to its staff: Dr. Shwol-Huo 
“Danny” Kiang, a dermatologist, and 
Dr. Manish Naik, an internal medicine 
specialist. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Call 260-1581. B  ARC Discovery 
in Cedar Park, 715 Discovery Blvd.,  
Ste. 117, has added Dr. Nikki Wacker to 
its staff of pediatricians, and Dr. Achel 
Dhruva is seeing ear, nose and throat 
patients on Fridays at the Discovery 
clinic. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Call 528-2300. 

12 Return of Saccone’s
After closing its northwest Austin 
location in July 2007 due to fire, Saccone’s 
Pizza and Subs opened a new location 
at 11416 N. RR 620, Ste. N at the end of 
January. Daniel Saccone’s restaurant 
serves pizza, subs, pasta and salads. Call 
257-1200 or visit www.saccones.com. News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 

E-mail lcpnews@impactnews.com.

Shipley Donuts

The model in the library shows eco-friendly, energy saving 
products for the home.

2
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Rendering of future Cedar Park La Quinta
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cross-section of a house using some of 
its energy efficient and environmentally 
friendly materials. Written material 
detailing the products is available at the 
library. Updates will likely be added to 
the display over the next several months. 
Hours are Mon.-Thur. 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-
Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sun. noon-6 p.m. 
Call the library at 259-5259. 

17 Horse therapy
Dream a Dream Therapeutic 
Horsemanship, 23650 Round Mountain 
Circle, was recently certified as a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit. The organization also 
started a scholarship fund for those 
whose insurance plans do not cover 
hippotherapy and hired Trish Honda, a 
certified hippotherapist. Dream a Dream 
provides horse therapy to children 
who have physical or developmental 
disabilities. Hours are by appointment. 
Call 260-5957 or visit www.dadth.org.  

18 Children’s Courtyard
The Children’s Courtyard, a preschool 
facility located at 906 W. Crystal Falls 
Parkway, opened Jan. 12, with a grand-
opening ceremony Jan. 31. The school 
offers early childhood education and 
after-school courses in an environment 
designed like a home to make children 
feel more comfortable. Children’s 
Courtyard provides meals and classrooms 
with a low student-teacher ratio. 
Enrollment capacity is 285, and all classes 
have two instructors. Discounts on 
enrollment are available through the end 
of March. Hours are Mon.-Fri. 6:30 a.m.-
6:30 p.m. Call 528-1826 or visit  
www.childrenscourtyard.com.

Community 

New principals
Leander ISD Superintendent Bret 
Champion recently announced the 
principals of LISD’s new schools. Kim 
Adcock will be principal of Ronald Reagan 
Elementary, scheduled to open this fall. 
Currently, Adcock is the principal at 
Cox Elementary School, where she will 
remain until March 2. Sheri Hawthorn 
will become principal of Cox Elementary. 
Hawthorn is currently an assistant 
principal at Vista Ridge High School. 
Jim Rose will be principal of River Ridge 
Elementary, also scheduled to open this 
fall. Currently, Rose is an elementary 
principal in Bloomington, Ind. 

Digital TV delay
Congress recently passed legislation 
to shift the nation’s digital television 
transition from Feb. 17 to June 12 in 
order to better educate consumers about 
the transition and to provide ample 
opportunity to utilize the converter-box 
coupon program. To find out more, visit 
www.dtv2009.gov.

The Children’s Courtyard

18

Jill and Jason Jarrett, owners of Capital Gymnastics

7

SportClips celebrates its grand opening
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By Patrick Brendel
When it comes to radio-

controlled aircraft, Wayne 
Funderburgh is as passionate as 
they come. A former real estate 
agent, department store manager 
and shipping manager, Funder-
burgh founded Cedar Park’s 

The Hobby Express a year ago. 
His intent, as owner of the only 
hobby shop for RC enthusiasts 
between Round Rock and south 
Austin, is to cultivate the RC 
community in southwest Wil-
liamson County.

“The hobby shop is open for 

The Hobby Express
251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 103 
992-2586
www.thehobbyexpress.com

Wayne Funderburgh, owner of The Hobby Express

Business Profile    The Hobby Express  Cedar Park

anybody and everybody to come 
in and get information and 
draw knowledge from not only 
the owner, but anyone in here,” 
Funderburgh said. “They can 
ask questions, get answers and 
determine whether or not they 
want to pursue the hobby, and 
enjoy the camaraderie of the 
community.”

The shop is a service location 
for hundreds of RC enthusiasts in 
the Cedar Park-Leander area, he 
said. In addition to vehicles, mod-
el kits and raw building materials, 
the shop carries all the parts and 
supplies needed to maintain RC 
airplanes, helicopters and ground 
vehicles. The shop also has several 
RC boats in stock, in addition to 
kites and rockets.

Though model aircraft can 
carry hefty price tags, ranging in 
cost from hundreds of dollars for 
a beginner’s model to hundreds 
of thousands for cutting-edge 
jet-engine craft, enthusiasm for 
RC flying has not abated amid 
a sour national economy, said 
John Strickland, president of the 
Texas High Flyers club, a group 
started by Funderburgh, Strick-
land and local hobbyists.

“I’ve seen an increase in inter-
est,” Strickland said.

Even in the best of times, the 
hobby industry can be volatile, 
Funderburgh said.

“Retail hobby is the riski-
est business — except opening 
a strip joint next to a Baptist 
church,” he quipped.

He said he did not open the 
store out of desire to get rich, but 
out of affection for the hobby 
and the town he has called 
home for 18 years. Funderburgh 
started flying RC planes when he 
was 12 years old.

“It’s something my dad got me 
into,” he said.

He stressed that RC flying 
is a family-oriented activity, 
one where parents and kids 
can spend a whole day together 
outside. The RC community is a 
tight-knit one, exchanging news 
about contests and places to fly 
through word-of-mouth or the 
internet, Funderburgh said.

“I started this shop because 
I love the hobby. I love to fly. I 
think it has the greatest group of 
people,” he said.

Old Hw
y. 183

N

183

W. Park St.

Cedar Park Dr.

Airfield of dreams
Wayne Funderburgh and John 
Strickland are adamant about local 
radio-controlled aircraft hobbyists 
getting a place to fly. Right now, the 
closest places are well outside the city.

Funderburgh and Strickland, president 
of the newly formed Texas High Flyers 
club, have broached the idea to county 
officials of creating a dedicated airfield 
for RC craft in Williamson County.

The concept is to reserve 100 to 150 
acres of property for the airfield, 
including two paved runways, a grass 
runway, utilities, restrooms and paved 
parking with RV hookups. They did not 
know how much such a facility would 
cost, but Funderburgh predicted a top-
notch airfield could bring the county 
$5-$10 million per year in two to three 
years from RC contests and events.

For more information, call 554-2261 or 
visit www.texashighflyers.com.

If there’s one thing you can rely 
on, it’s the right phone service.

In business, you never know what might happen next. But there 

is one thing you can count on — phone service from Time Warner 

Cable Business Class. When you choose Time Warner Cable Business 

Class Phone, you get reliable phone service that runs on our own network, 

backed by our state-of-the-art infrastructure. You can choose from a variety 

of calling plans including the important features you need. And, one of our 

local, dedicated representatives can visit your office and tailor a phone 

solution that is right for your business. Plus, with this offer, you can simplify 

your communications with one bill from the same trusted provider.

*Offer applies for new Business Class customers who subscribe to a minimum 2-year term agreement. A minimum of two (2) phone lines per customer are required. Offer applies to the Unlimited Local and Long Distance calling plan. 3 months free Internet or Cable TV service offer applies for new Phone and Internet customers or phone and Cable TV service customers. 6 months free 
Internet or Cable TV service offer applies for new Internet, Cable TV and Phone service customers. Free Internet offer applies for service tier monthly rate of up to a maximum of $200 per month. Free Cable TV service offer applies for service tier monthly rate of up to a maximum of $60 per month. Offer not transferable and may not be combined with any other offer. Excludes applicable 
taxes and fees, installation charges, and construction costs. Early termination fee may apply.  Business Class Phone does not include back-up power and should there be a power outage, Business Class Phone, including the ability to access 911 services, ma y not be available. Additional charges apply for taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to Internationa l 
locations. Offer ends 03/31/09.  After promotional period regular monthly rates in effect at that time will apply.  Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2009 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Contact us to learn more about how we can  
tailor the right phone solution for your business.

Get Business Class Phone  
and receive up to

6 months Free 
Internet or Cable TV*

Offer ends March 31, 2009.

Due yesterday

New office space delayed 

Filing cabinet didn’t arrive 

Contract needs signature

Internet. Phone. Cable TV.

555-555-5555
www.sampleco.com

Sign up for a Time Warner 
Cable Business Class 

Bundle today and

Save up to 42% 
off  our standard rates!*

1-866-TWC-4BIZ
www.twcbc.com/tx

*Offer applies for new Business Class customers who subscribe to a minimum 3-year term agreement. Savings of 42% is based on the Time Warner Cable Business Class 3-year Texas bundled pricing (15 x 2 data service 
and 3 lines of Business Class Phone) versus the TWCBC standard month-to-month pricing for the same levels of service. Savings amount varies for other bundled packages. Excludes applicable taxes and fees, installation 
charges, and construction costs. Early termination fee may apply. Offer not transferable and may not be combined with any other offer. Business Class Phone does not include back-up power and should there be a power 
outage, Business Class Phone, including the ability to access 911 services, may not be available. Additional charges apply for taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services and calls to International locations. Offer 
ends 03/31/09. After promotional period regular monthly rates in effect at that time will apply. Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2009 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.
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Tammy and Stephen Walker, owners

Business Profile    W.S. Walker Construction  Leander

By Eric Pulsifer
As a teenager, Stephen Walker began 

working for the family business — a 
small construction company in Austin. 
In 1990, when his parents decided to get 
out of the general contractor business, 
Stephen and his wife, Tammy, purchased 
their equipment, and W.S. Walker Con-
struction was born.

Married in 1980, the couple had never 
worked together before, and Tammy said 
many friends warned against going into 
business with a spouse.

“When we decided to do this years ago, 
people said we wouldn’t make it. But you 
pull up your boot straps and just go and 
do it,” Tammy said. “It’s worked out well. 
We actually still eat lunch together.”

As general contractor, W.S. Walker 
takes plans from an architect and brings 
those ideas on paper to life by working 
with subcontractors, such as plumbers, 
electricians and air conditioning/heating 
technicians. The company also manages 
the bidding process, getting cost estimates 
from subcontractors and adding them up 
for a total project bid cost. The cost needs 
to be low to win the bid for the project 
over other companies, but must be high 
enough to include all projected expenses.

“It can be overwhelming, especially 
when you’re talking about a project that 
costs over a million dollars,” Tammy said.

In the company’s early days, the 
husband-wife team worked mainly on por-
table buildings for school districts around 
the state. While they have grown to work 
on everything from commercial buildings 
to churches, a majority of the jobs handled 
by W.S. Walker are government projects — 
school remodels and improvements.

Currently, the company is working for 
the Austin Independent School District 
on renovations to Odom Elementary 
School and Bowie High School in south-
west Austin. And though W.S. Walker 

does work around the state — from a 
jail in Bastrop to a school in Killeen — 
Tammy said they prefer to stay within a 
150-mile radius of Leander.

“We’re hoping to get more local, as well 
— Leander, Liberty Hill,” Tammy said.

While the option to expand and take on 
lucrative residential construction projects 
has been considered, Tammy said they 
have been fortunate and satisfied focus-
ing on government jobs, which offer more 
conservative pay but consistent work, 
even in a time of economic uncertainty.

“We’ve been very blessed that we’ve 
stuck with [mostly government jobs] and 
not gone into residential because that’s 
proven to be more volatile,” Tammy said. 
“Some companies feel like the faster you 
grow the better it gets, but we’re happy 
where we’re at. We felt like we have what 
we can keep under control without pull-
ing each other’s hair out.”

W.S. Walker Construction
1750 CR 269 
259-0075

In and around Leander
From new projects to minor renovations, W.S. 
Walker has worked on the following projects over 
the past few years.

Leander City Hall•	
Bastrop County Minimum Security Facility•	
Blackshear Elementary School•	
Sims Elementary School •	
McCallum High School•	
Covenant Presbyterian Church•	
Lord of Life Lutheran Church•	

N

CR 269

A sister location of Avery Ranch Dental

10900 Lakeline Mall Dr. #250
Austin, Texas 78717

14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., C-100
Austin, Texas 78717

183

620Anderson Mill Rd.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Great Valley Dr.

183A

2243
2243
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FREE Tuition
for 1 month!

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. **Austin Telco 
will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the 
member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular 
- A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to 
change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. **Austin Telco 
will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the 
member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular 
- A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to 
change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

WWW.ATFCU.ORG
512.302.5555

◆ Full Service 
   Veterinary Care

◆ All Suite Boarding, 
   Cage-Free

◆ Professional 
   Grooming Salon

◆ Dog Day Care

Only minutes 
from Round Rock 
and Cedar Park

g y

3981 Highway 29 West, Georgetown 
512-864-9668  |  www.ZOOTPETS.com

N

FM 620

Hwy 29

TX 45

Parmer Ln.

I-35 N

Now Welcoming New Patients!
Cedar Park, Texas

1401 Medical Parkway B, Suite 311, Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512.795.2009 (ph)   512.241.3776 (f)
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Calendar events must be submitted by the first Friday 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.

Community Events    

February
22 |  Healthy Woman seminar
Learn how a financial plan can be a valuable tool in building 
your wealth and the role massage plays in improving your 
health. Please RSVP by Feb. 20.
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center classrooms  
1431 Medical Parkway • 3-5 p.m. • Free • 370-0483
sonya.leszczynski@smithbarney.com

H-E-B Plus! two-year anniversary celebration
This party will include Clifford the Big Red Dog and  
H-E-Buddy, a catfish tank for kids to go fishing, a bounce 
house, snacks and giveaways.
651 N U.S. 183, Leander • Noon-5 p.m. • Free • 528-7700

28 |  Annual Membership Banquet
Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce presents an evening 
of dinner, a live auction, live music and dancing at the 
Sendero Conference and Events Center. Admission price in-
cludes dinner, one drink ticket and one raffle ticket. Casual 
attire is appropriate.
170 CR 214, Liberty Hill • 6-11 p.m. • $40 • 260-7800
www.cedarparkchamber.org

March
1 |  “Songs of the South”
Austin Symphonic Band presents a concert of songs related 
to or about “The South.” The guest soloist will be Dale 
Underwood, retired Master Chief Musician (U.S. Navy), and 
a highly respected instructor of the saxophone. Richard 
Floyd conducts. 
Cedar Park High School Fine Arts Center, 2150 Cypress Creek 
Road • 8 p.m. • $10/adults, $6/students • 435-8498

3 |  MetroRail presentation
Julie Martin, community involvement team coordinator 
with Capital Metro, will host a MetroRail presentation.
Pat Bryson Hall, 201 N. Brushy St., Leander • 6-7:30 p.m.
369-6224 • www.capmetro.org

5, 12 |  Money Smart Series
This seminar series is presented by Ron Ratliff, CPA, and 
will address a variety of personal finance topics, including 
saving and investing, credit and debit, dangers of debt, debt 
myths, consumer awareness and how to create and live on 
a written budget.
Austin Community College Cypress Creek campus, 1555 
Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park • 6:30-8:30 p.m. • Free
223-2002 • lhaywood@austincc.edu

6-7, 13-15, 20-21 |  “Caught In The Net” 
Way Off Broadway Community Players presents the play by 
Ray Cooney.
WOBCP Theater, 10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander
3 p.m. on March 15; 8 p.m. all other dates • $15/adults, 
$12/seniors and students, $8/children • 259-5878
www.wobcp.org

7 |  Trailsetter 5K 
Twin Lakes Family YMCA and Dr. Jeff Swanson with Cedar Park 
Chiropractic and Acupuncture will host and sponsor a timed 
5K race, including a Kids 1K, followed by the main event. It is 
open to all ages as well as both walkers and runners. 
204 E. Little Elm Trail, Cedar Park • 8:45 a.m. (main race) 
10:30 a.m. (kids race) • $25 before Feb. 22, $30 after (adult 
race), $10 before Feb. 22, $15 after (kids 1K) • 250-9622 
www.signmeup.com 

The Children’s Medical Center Foundation thanks

a program promoting health care for the children of Central Texas

Children’s Medical Center Foundation

Raising funds in suppor t  of
Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas

for their support of

Kohl’s Keeping Kids Healthy

7 |  Brushy Creek Trail grand opening
Celebration for Phase III of the Brushy Creek Trail
Twin Lakes Park, 206 E. Little Elm Trail • 10 a.m. • Free  
260-4283 • www.wilcogov.org • parks@wilco.org

Brushy Creek Sports Park grand opening
Check out the opening of the 54-acre sports park, with 
refreshments, a park tour and a ceremonial first pitch
2310 Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park • Noon • 401-5500  
www.cedarparktx.us

Children’s Health Festival 
The seventh annual festival provides free information and 
resources on healthy eating, physical activity and safety. 
United Heritage Center at the Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock • 10 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free • 248-3252 
www.wcchd.org • hbullis@wcchd.org

LHS Project Graduation 5K
This 5K run is a fundraiser for Leander High School Project 
Graduation, which provides a safe environment for graduation 
celebration. It also includes a one-mile kids run. The entire 
event takes place on LHS property.
Leander High School, 3301 S. Bagdad Road • 7:45 (5K); 8:30 
(kids run) • $25/5K, $20/LISD students and employees, 
$10/kids run • www.lhsprojectgrad.org

21 |  Cedar Chopper Festival 
This festival includes a barbecue cook-off, firefighter exhibi-
tions, rides, food vendors, kids entertainment, arts and 
crafts show and more family activities. Parking is available 
on the southeast side of Toll 183A and Medical Parkway.
NE corner of Toll 183A and Medical Parkway, Cedar Park
9:30 a.m.-dark • Free • 260-7800  
www.cedarparkchamber.org • info@cedarparkchamber.org

28 |  Cedar Park Heritage Festival 
The festival will feature Jason Allen and the Scott Wiggins 
Band, a dance, hamburger cookoff, washer tournament, arts 
and crafts fair, pony rides, train rides, old-time photos, sack 
races, bake sale and petting zoo. Bring your own ice chest.
Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd., Cedar Park 
4-10 p.m. • 401-5508 
www.cedarparktx.us/cp/page32992213.aspx 

Capital Metro downtown station opening
The official grand opening of the Capital MetroRail Red Line 
will feature a ribbon-cutting ceremony with live music and 
other fun activities. After the ceremony at the Downtown 
Station, festivities will begin at each of the remaining eight 
stations. Free rides on Capital MetroRail will be offered.
401 E. Fourth St., Austin • 2-7 p.m. • 389-7400
www.capmetro.org 

Leander High Craft Market
Spend a day, rain or shine, with fun, food and shopping at 
the Leander High Craft Market.
Leander High School, 3301 S. Bagdad Road • 9 a.m.-4 p.m.  
680-4499 • www.leanderbaseball.com

30 |  Commuter rail service begins
Capital Metro commuter rail service between Leander and 
downtown Austin begins. Visit http://allsystemsgo.capmetro.
org/capital-metrorail-schedule.shtml to view the schedule.

2400 Round Rock Ave. (RR 620), Round Rock

Free Weight Loss Surgery Seminars
Feb. 23  •  March 10, 11 & 23
April 8, 14 & 27  •  May 12, 13 & 25

Orthopedic Education Series
March 12  •  April 9  •  May 14

St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center   •   Call 478-3627 or 888-868-2104 to register. 

Sponsored by

www.stdavids.com
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The Aesthetic Center 
at

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

1401 Medical Parkway
Bldg. B, Suite 300
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

Skin Care for the Whole Family

SPECIALIZED CARE FOR THE 
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS

COSMETIC SERVICES INCLUDE

ARC_CP-L_CommImpact_InvestDrNaik_Feb2009_01212009_7595036.indd   1 1/29/2009   1:53:03 PM
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Cheng Lin, co-owner and executive chef of Hayashi Sushi and Grill

Neighborhood Dining    

By Robert Bell
Sushi restaurants have proliferated 

over the last decade or so, and while that 
is undoubtedly a good thing for raw fish 
fanatics, it is important to keep in mind 
that unlike people, all sushi restaurants are 
not created equal. Hayashi Sushi and Grill, 
which opened in Georgetown in 2006, is a 
cut above much of its competition.

Owners and executive chefs Cheng Lin 
and Yao Gao bring years of expertise to 
Central Texas. Cheng began his culinary 

studies in the mid-’90s, and worked for 
several years at high-end restaurants in 
New York, New Jersey and California. Yao 
studied in China and moved to the United 
States in 1996, where he worked in New 
York and California before relocating.

“After many years in the restaurant 
industry, I thought I wanted to do some-
thing of my own,” Cheng said.

The atmosphere at Hayashi is subdued 
and elegant. The lighting is soft, and the 
low-level music drowned out background 

Hayashi Sushi and Grill
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. T140
986-7176 • www.hayashigrill.com
Mon. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-11 
p.m.; Fri. 11 a.m.-midnight; Sat. noon-
midnight; Sun. noon-10 p.m.
Live music begins at 8:30 p.m. Friday  
and Saturday nights.

Hayashi Sushi and Grill  Cedar Park

noise while making it possible to converse 
with fellow diners.

Much of the menu consists of Cheng’s 
custom creations, such as the popular 
signature dishes Mango Chilean Sea 
Bass ($23) and Chicken and Mango 
($17). Cheng implements lots of fruit 
and natural sweeteners in the fare. The 
emphasis on fresh and healthy ingredients 
fits the eating habits of many people in 
the Austin metro area, a factor that was 
in the forefront of his decision to set up in 
Central Texas.

“Austin is a great city to live in and is a 
very healthy city,” Cheng said.

The miso soup ($3) was served with the 
classic combination of scallions, seaweed 
and small cubes of tofu. This soup was the 
perfect way to start a delicious Japanese 
lunch. It was not grainy or too salty, and 
the miso flavor was not overpowering. 

Seaweed salad ($5) came garnished 
with sesame seeds and was bright, with a 
nice, subtle flavor and enjoyable tex-
ture. A bowl of edamame ($4) made a 
nice accompaniment to the other dishes 
throughout the meal.

Two pieces each of yellow tail ($5.50) 
and salmon ($5) nigiri were ample and 
delicious. 

The salmon sushi was incredibly flavor-
ful, owing to its fattiness, and tasted al-
most nothing like it does when smoked or 

roasted. The flavor was rich and buttery. 
The yellow tail was also very flavorful. 

Both pieces of fish were augmented with 
Hayashi’s soy sauce, which was made 
in house and has lower sodium and no 
wheat gluten. 

The gigantic Go Go Roll ($9) is filled 
with avocado, shrimp tempura, spicy crab 
and cucumber and came garnished with 
roe and tempura flakes. Everything about 
the roll was perfect, except for the size. 
Each piece was slightly too big around to 
eat in one bite. The shrimp tempura was 
especially good, and the tempura flakes 
added an interesting textural element. 
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Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?

Certifi edPreowned.com
913-3960

C -  Vehicles  that are certi-
fi ed by the 
manufacturer

ACURA
2007 RDX AWD W/TECH 
22560 miles $26300

2007 ACURA RDX (AWD) 
13333 miles 26875
AUDI  
2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 
13478 miles $23755 C

2007 A4 2.0TQ 
16609 miles $24990 C

2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 
14442 miles $25555 C

2008 A4 2.0T 
17956 miles $25888 C

2008 A4 2.0TQ 
9214 miles $26990 C

2008 A4 AVANT 2.0TQ 
12036 miles $29555 C

2006 A6 3.2Q 
19971 miles $30888 C

2007 A6 4.2Q 
18512 miles $37655 C

2008 A6 3.2Q 
11356 miles $40555 C
BMW
2005 BMW 645 CI 
42014 miles $33888 

2006 GRAND CHEROKEE 
20025 miles  $13495
KIA 
2006 RIO LX 
31195 miles  $8995

2008 RIO 
5614 miles  $10995
LEXUS
2002 IS300 
72209 miles  $12995

2008 LEXUS ES 350 
8468 miles  $33888
MAZDA
2004 MAZDA 6 WAGON 
72891 miles  $9147

2005 3 S 
35309 miles  $11995

2007 CX-7 TOURING 
12005 miles  $16995 
MERCEDES-BENZ
2003 C230K 
57269 miles  $11995

2003 C240 SEDAN 
60384 miles  $14882

2005 C240 
51364 miles  $16995
MINI
2004 COOPER S 
64598 miles  $14695

2005 MINI COOPER S 
33322 miles  $17555

2006 CIVIC LX SEDAN 
54484 miles  $13025

2006 CIVIC EX 
46045 miles  $13495

2006 ELEMENT EX-P 2W 
49142 miles  $14900

2007 CIVIC LX 
14143 miles  $14995

2005 CR-V SE 4WD 
56507 miles  $14995 
2006 CIVIC EX 
25992 miles  $15495 
2007 ACCORD EX V6 
39959 miles  $17216 
2006 TUCSON V6 LTD 
36921 miles  $12700 
2007 AZERA LTD 
34665 miles  $16400 
INFINITY 
2007 G35 SEDAN 
37569 miles  $26425 
2006 M45-V8 
37376 miles  $26495 
ISUZU 
2002 RODEO SPORT 
42661 miles  $7995 
JEEP 
2005 GRAND CHEROKEE 
74688 miles  $9995 

2004 WRANGLER SPORT 
24221 miles  $12455

CHEVROLET
2004 COLORADO XCAB 
42072 miles $10900 
2006 HHR LT 
47225 miles $11900 
CHRYSLER
2005 PT CRUISER 
32280 miles $8995 
DODGE
2003 DURANGO SXT 2WD 
80435 miles $7995

2006 CHARGER SXT 
43020 miles $13585 
EXECUTIVE
2006 TL-3.2 
44796 miles $18495 
FORD
2002 ESCORT ZX2 CP 
80262 miles $5500 

2005 MUSTANG CV GT 
32863 miles $17600 
2007 MUSTANG GT 
13969 miles $17995

2006 F150 CREW XLT 
34276 miles $15495

2008 F150 STX X-CAB 
7995 miles $18487 
HONDA 
2001 CR-V SE 4X4 
102386 miles  $8800

2005 CIVIC LX 5SP 
93701 miles  $8970

•   Thoroughly Inspected and 
Detailed Vehicles

•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 
Manufacturer Backed Warranties

• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly
• Multiple Photos

• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed 

Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

2006 MINI COOPER S 
35881 miles  $21777 
NISSAN
2007 SENTRA S 
19771 miles  $11995 
2004 MAXIMA SL 
73279 miles  $12795 
2008 MAXIMA SE 
20880 miles  $17595 
2005 XTERRA S 
34163 miles  $12900
PONTIAC 
2005 PONTIAC GTO 
45683 miles  $17888 
PORSCHE 
2005 CAYENNE 
59185 miles  $26995 C

2006 BOXSTER 
30269 miles  $31995 C

2006 BOXSTER 
10482 miles  $33995 C

2008 BOXSTER 
2076 miles  $42995 C

2004 911 CARRERA 40T 
39977 miles  $44995 C

2008 CAYMAN S 
17123 miles  $48995 C
SAAB 
2004 9-3 
91245 miles  $8456 

2004 9-3 ARC CONV’T 
60164 miles  $14656 
2006 9-3 
47488 miles  $15190 C

2004 CONVERTIBLE 
53770 miles  $15259 C

2004 9-5 
42217 miles  $15506 C

2006 9-3 2.0T 
28609 miles  $15993 C

2005 9-3 LIN CONV. 
42803 miles  $16995 C
SATURN
2004 SATURN ION 3 
58387 miles  $8225 
2006 VUE 2WD V6 
48897 miles  $10995 
SUBARU
2000 OUTBACK 
71257 miles  $7995 
2004 LEG OUTB LTD AW 
78921 miles  $11500 

2005 IMPREZA WRX 
59604 miles  $13995C

2006 LEGACY LTD 
19205 miles  $15995 C

2008 IMPREZA I 
7965 miles  $16495 C

2008 IMPREZA I 
11472 miles  $16495 C

2006 B9 TRIBECKA LTD 
53514 miles  $16995 C

2008 FORESTER 2.5X 
25377 miles  $16995 C

2008 FORESTER X 
30027 miles  $16995 C
TOYOTA 
2008 COROLLA LE 
10510 miles  $13949

2007 CAMRY 
38427 miles  $15473

2007 CAMRY SE SPORT 
24390 miles  $16931
VOLKSWAGEN
2003 JETTA GLS WGN5S 
59986 miles  $9450

2002 GOLF 
59040 miles  $9995

2005 JETTA GLS 
64133 miles  $9995

2003 JETTA GLS 
63322 miles  $10885 
2004 JETTA GLI 6SPD 
64534 miles  $11500 
2004 PASSAT 4 MOTION 
38300 miles  $14983  
VOLVO 

2006 S40I 5SPD 
40928 miles  $13500 C 

2005 S40 
58387 miles  $14995  C

2004 V70 2.4I ASR 
31735 miles  $15220 C

2004 V70 2.5T ASR 
44687 miles  $16900 C

2007 S40I ASR 
7533 miles  $17900 C

2007 S80 3.2 ASR 
9577 miles  $28900 C

Plus many more online at 
www.certifi edpreowned.com
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Transportation Report   Leander transit-oriented development

South St.

2243

183A
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Old 2243
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183A
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Area to be  
redeveloped by 

Transit Village and 
Capital Metro

CR 273

Extension of CR 269

M
el M

athis Ave. (Extension of CR 273)

By Kara Vaught
Mobility to and within Leander’s transit-

oriented development will improve with 
the completion of about $12 million in 
roads, said Pix Howell, Leander urban 
design officer. 

“We’ll have a landing strip for develop-
ment once we get these roads finished, and 
they’ll probably be finished about mid-
2010,” he said.

An engineer has been hired to design the 
Leander T, consisting of the extensions of 
San Gabriel Parkway and CR 273. 

The project received $4.03 million in 
funding from the Capital Area Metropoli-
tan Planning Organization. The grant does 
not cover engineering, which is being paid 
for by landowners and is to be reimbursed 
over time by the associated tax increment 
financing district.

A resolution to name the CR 273 exten-
sion Mel Mathis Avenue was approved at 
the Aug. 7, 2008, Leander City Council 
meeting. Mathis, who is deceased, was 
a real estate broker and developer in the 
Austin area since 1970.

“Mel was one of the first people to rec-
ognize the benefit of having a plan in place 
[for the transit-oriented development] and 
displayed real leadership when it came 
to smaller, less experienced landowners,” 
Howell said. “He had enough experience to 
know if [TOD landowners] weren’t being 
taken care of, it would create a problem 
down the road. So he was careful to make 
sure everybody understood and was on 
board with any of the plan amendments 
we made before they were adopted.”

Another landowner, in agreement with 
Leander and Williamson County, hired an 
engineer to design the extension of CR 269. 
Once completed, the city will take over the 
road’s operation and maintenance. The 
extension will align with Old 2243 and 
connect to Ronald W. Reagan Boulevard.

The Capital Metro Park & Ride will be 
redeveloped, according to a concept plan 
by the Transit Village and Capital Metro 
development partnership. Howell said the 
plan calls for mixed-use development and 
possibly a parking structure. 

Extension of San Gabriel Parkway

This portion of the San Gabriel 
Parkway extension is scheduled 
for completion in 2010. This road 
and CR 273 received a $4.03 
million grant from the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. 
The grant did not cover engineering 
costs, so landowners are funding 
those and will be repaid over time.

The red line is the portion of San 
Gabriel Parkway that will tie into 
the frontage roads of Toll 183A. The 
Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority plans to build this section 
of the parkway in 2010.

This portion is 
scheduled for 
completion in 
2010. It will be 
named Mel 
Mathis Avenue 
in honor 
of the man 
who worked 
to organize 
landowners in the planning 
process of the transit-oriented 
development. Landowners and 
developers will cover costs not paid 
by the $4.03 million grant from the 
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization for CR 273 and the 
extension of San Gabriel Parkway.

The extension of CR 269 is scheduled 
for completion in 2010. Landowners 
are building the road with a  
$4 million construction contribution 
from Williamson County. 

The shaded area is the next phase of 
Toll 183A, scheduled for completion 
in 2010, which will extend the toll 
lanes from just north of FM 1431 to 
just north of FM 2243. Toll 183A is 
built and managed by the Central 
Texas Regional Mobility Authority.
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Roads in the transit-oriented 
development

Ronald W. Reagan Blvd.

FM 1431

Capital Metro Park & Ride 

and Leander Station

H-E-B Plus!

BRANDON MOORE, CPA
Tax Consultant & Financial Advisor*

PRESTON SINGLETON, CPA
Small Business Accounting & Review Services

Services Provided:
•  Financial services
•  Tax preparation, compliance and consulting
•  Insurance services
• Assistance with accounting entries and 
    “closing the books”
• Accounting system setup
• Financial statement compilation and review

930 South Bell Boulevard, Suite 404, Cedar Park, Texas 78613 • www.singletonmoore.com

*Securit ies offered through 1st Global Capital Corp., Member FINRA & SIPC.  Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc.   
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Service, Inc.

(512) 310-5600

Tax Preparation and Small 
Business Accounting Services

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS We Buy 
   Gold!

Cedar Park Jewelry 
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Cedar Park

City Council Notes   Recent news

Project that benefits the environment. The 
city submitted a proposal to use the $10,000 
to fund the collection of nonhazardous 
waste on its municipal collection day, Keen 
on Clean, scheduled for April. The city is 
awaiting TCEQ review and approval. 

Recreation center construction 
Curt Randa, Cedar Park parks and recreation 
director, reported that work on the 50,000 
sq. ft. recreation center is on schedule and 
under budget. Construction is expected to 
be complete June 1, and a grand opening is 
scheduled for July.

The center, 1435 Main St., will include a 
double gym, cardio equipment, an elevated 
walk/jog indoor track and community 
rooms. Voters approved construction of the 
center as a part of the 2007 bond package.

City approves its 2009  
legislative agenda
The council approved a legislative agenda 
for 2009, including two items of interest 
to those living in municipal utility districts 
and areas of Cedar Park extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. 

Cedar Park will support legislation that 
allows property owners in MUDs to vote 
to form mandatory property owners 
associations. Residents of the Ranch at 
Cypress Creek MUD requested this when the 
city began a three-year annexation plan of 
the MUD last year. 

Leander

Presentation of franchise check
Representatives from Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative presented the city with its 
quarterly franchise check for $216,000.

“We love it when you come here,” Mayor 
Bob Lemon said.

Cedar Park Center construction 
John Frew of the Frew Management Group 
reported that 600 tons of steel have been 
erected for the Cedar Park Center.

“I sincerely believe that the project is on 
schedule, the budget is sound, and we’re on 
our way to delivering the building to you on 
time this October,” he said.

Located at the intersection of New Hope 
Drive and Toll 183A, the Cedar Park Center 
will be a multi-use facility with 6,800 seats 
available for hockey and 8,700 for concerts 
and other events. 

Brushy Creek bleach spill
The city council approved a measure 
directing the city manager to proceed 
with an agreement between the city and 
the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality regarding a bleach spill into Brushy 
Creek June 28, 2008.

A submerged drain valve at the Water 
Reclamation Facility was left open after a 
routine draining procedure, allowing about 
4,000 gallons of bleach into the creek.

The TCEQ and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department were notified and a clean up 
was performed. City staff capped the drain 
line to prevent a leak in the future. 

The TCEQ assessed a fine of $10,000 for the 
spill. Instead of paying the fine, the city may 
perform a Supplemental Environmental 

Feb. 26 and March 12 

6:30 p.m.

Cedar Park Public Library
550 Discovery Blvd., Cedar Park

Leander Library Association funded
Created by the council in 2007, the Leander 
Library Association has been meeting, but 
it had no funding. Place one councilman Vic 
Villarreal sponsored the item, requesting 
a one-time disbursement of $5,000, which 
will be drawn from the council contingency 
fund. The item passed unanimously.

MUDs created
Leander Municipal Utility Districts No. 1,  
No. 2 and No. 3 were approved by council 
Feb. 5. Houston developer Barkley 
Wedemeyer petitioned last year for approval 
of the three MUDs south of Hwy. 29 and 
north of FM 2243. City utility services are 
not yet available in this area, which is largely 
undeveloped. At the time of the original 
application, Leander Mayor John Cowman 
said the city opposed the creation of the 

MUDs and hoped to work out another deal. 

Land swapping
An ordinance was also approved allowing 
the city to trade 15 feet of easement on 
the south side of a proposed development 
at 1200 S. Bagdad for 15 feet of easement 
on the north end of the property. The 
south easement would have affected the 
development’s site plan.

March 6 and 20 

7 p.m.

Pay Bryson Municipal Hall,  
201 N. Brushy St., Leander

Open Year Round
Mon. - Fri. • 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

A branch of Cedar Park 
Montessori and Pfl ugerville 

Montessori Schools

“Th e child, in the process of development, 
has unlimited possibilities – the future rests 

on our ability to cultivate this potential” 
- Maria Montessori

Upcoming Cedar Park 
City Council meetings

Upcoming Leander 
City Council meetings

Cedar Park Center

Cedar Park Recreation Center
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At the Capitol    Local representatives speak out on tight budget

2108 N. Austin Avenue • Georgetown • 512-869-2070 • www.williamsonhabitat.org
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Store Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“The numbers are not likely to improve over the next 
five months. Texas typically seems to be behind the 
curve in terms of what’s happening nationally. So we’re 
now suffering some of the conditions that other parts 
of the country were suffering earlier. I think it might 
be a little bit longer until we start to see a recovery …
We may not be able to invest as much as I’d like in both 
public and higher education, though I think it will still 
be a high priority, as well as making sure that Texas 
citizens have access to quality health care. That requires 
a certain infusion of dollars.”

“Does it affect what I wanted to work on and what issues 
I wanted to address in the budget? It certainly does. I 
don’t think anybody can say it doesn’t affect them in 
some form or another. I worked on an interim study on 
natural resources, on water funding, to make sure we have 
enough water in the future. That will certainly be affected 
by the budget crunch.”

Rep. Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown
463-0309
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist20/gattis.php

Gov. Rick Perry 

 
463-2000

wwwww.governor.state.tx.us

Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin
463-0631
www.house.state.tx.us/members/
dist48/howard.htm

State budget revenue estimates fall 10.5 percent State of the State

Important dates

By Patrick Brendel
Texas’ general revenue funds for the 
2010-2011 biennium are 10.5 percent 
lower than for 2008-2009, Comptroller 
Susan Combs reported in January. That 
is a $9.1 billion decline, from  
$86.2 billion to $77.1 billion.

As main reasons for the shortfall, 
Combs cited $3 billion reserved for 
property tax relief and projected 
declines in 2010-2011 tax revenues.

The state’s Rainy Day Fund is forecast 
to contain $6.7 billion at the end of 
2009, Combs said. In mid-January, 
House and Senate lawmakers filed 
budgets that would draw from that 
emergency reserve.

The House Budget would take  
$3.3 billion, and the Senate Budget 
would require $3.7 billion in Rainy Day 
funds. However, $1.4 billion from the 
Permanent School Fund might also 
become available for spending.

Leander and Cedar Park’s state 
representatives said the following 
about the comptroller’s report:

March 13 • 60th day, deadline to file major bills without suspending rules
June 1 • “Sine Die,” the last day of the 81st Regular session

June 21 • The last day for Gov. Rick Perry to sign or veto bills
Aug. 31 • Date that bills without specific effective dates become law

Gov. Rick Perry delivered his State 
of the State speech to lawmakers 
Jan. 27. The biannual address is an 
opportunity for the governor to 
declare his legislative priorities for 
the legislative session.

Perry’s main goals include: Using 
state incentives to attract new 
businesses; requiring ultrasounds for 
women seeking abortions; funding 
adult stem cell research; requiring 
voters to show photo ID; freezing 
college tuition rates for entering 
freshmen; expanding teacher 
incentive pay and giving motorists in 
polluted areas $5,000 toward buying 
hybrid vehicles.

If Texas freezes public college tuition 
rates, it should also invest more into 
funding higher education, said state 
Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin.

“Going into tough economic times, 
one thing we must not cut back on 
is education funding,” said state Rep. 
Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown.

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
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How does a constable’s job differ from 
that of a sheriff’s?

We’re required by law to have more 
training than what a sheriff’s deputy 
would because our knowledge and our 
responsibilities are much more broad.

The sheriff’s office primarily enforces 
and supports the criminal side. We have 
that full authority and same responsibili-
ties statutorily, but we also have a lot more 
responsibilities on the civil side of the law.

Criminally, you can be punished with 
your life and freedom in Texas. Civilly, 
you’re punished monetarily. 

One of my deputies involved with Lead-
ership Cedar Park on Public Safety Day 
best described [our job]. He pulled out 
[the penal code book] and said, ‘When 
I was a police officer working in the 
municipal police department, this is the 
book I had to know.’ And then from the 
podium he pulled four different law books 
and said now, working in the constable’s 
office, he has to know these too. 

What is the chain of command at the 
Precinct 2 constable’s office?
My staff reports to me and I report to 
the voters. That’s the premise of how the 
structure was organized many years ago. 
So essentially I get approved every four 
years — or not — whether I’ve done a 
good job or not.

What unique challenges does Precinct 
2 present to your office? 

The population growth is always the 
challenge — how you balance need and 
resources. [Increased] population breeds a 
lot of different things. Of all the good stuff 
that comes with it, there also seems to be 
the bad side that population brings with it 
as well. And unfortunately, in many cases, 
we’re the service provider that deals with 
those bad things. So just the rapid growth 
and the continued growth is always going 
to be a challenge as long as we continue to 
grow in double digits.

Can you tell us about your education 
and background in law enforcement?

To me, community is not just where 
you live, but it’s a sense of being. To 
make the community better has always 
been my desire. I’ve been in law enforce-
ment for going on 14 years. I worked 
myself through a regional police acad-
emy. I worked for two municipal police 
departments. And then I got out of law 
enforcement for about nine months and 
bought a local business here in Lakeline 
Mall. That business did really well. Then 
the opportunity evolved in the consta-
ble’s office to get back into uniform and 
provide management in a law enforce-
ment capacity, and that’s what attracted 
me to the business. The constable’s office 

is one of the few departments in the 
county that generates revenue for our 
services. We don’t consume all tax mon-
ies. A lot of the services we provide are 
paid for when the services are rendered. 
So there’s a big part of the constable’s 
office that is business related. Taking my 
business skills and experience, combined 
with my law enforcement, is what really 
attracted me to consider the opportunity 
at the office of the constable, especially in 
my own backyard.

What would be some of those 
activities that generate revenue?

There are fees associated with each 
paper served. Some of the more routine 
papers are service of subpoenas for crimi-
nal and civil cases. A lot are evictions. If 
people fail to follow through part of their 
commitment on a lease, then we have the 
duty to go out and to continue to enforce 
the process and to let landlords recover 
their property.

What is another challenge you and 
your deputies face?

I think that anytime, when the people 
give you their trust, it’s always important 
to make sure that you’re connected with 
the community. Those services should be a 
resemblance of that community and what 
their expectations are. I really don’t see it 

Community Profiles    Precinct 2 Constable Interview by Robert Bell

Dale Vannoy
Williamson County Constable, Precinct 2
Terms served: Appointed to finish unexpired 
term of Jim Wilson in 2004, elected in 2004 
and 2008
Office: 350 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 205
Contact: 260-4270, dvannoy@wilco.org

as a big challenge, but it’s a constant aware-
ness that I operate on a daily basis to make 
sure that we are engaged with the public, 
so we do know how the community is, how 
it’s evolving, how change comes, so that we 
can try to predict where those challenges 
are in the future. 

It’s not significantly different than the 
growth. I don’t know if there’s any other 
big challenges other than the growth. 
There’s a constant awareness of some issues 
that you have to be aware of, but any big 
challenges, there are none. 
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“Stretching is for girls.”
Thankfully, the orthopedic specialists you need are right here.

Choose an Orthopedic Surgeon on staff at CPRMC by visiting www.cedarparkregional.com.
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Public art
CONTINUED FROM | 1

on the property or donate that sum to the 
public art fund.

Tamara Hudgins, executive director of 
the Chisholm Trail Communities Foun-
dation, consulted with Clennan in the 
formation of the ordinance. She cited 
Chicago, which has a similar statute, as 
an example of how public art drives eco-
nomic development.

“It brings tourists to you. It brings un-
likely viewers or visitors to you, and when 
they come to you, they drop cash near or 
around you,” Hudgins said.
Art in Austin

Art is working for Leander’s south-
ern neighbor. A 2007 study, Arts & Eco-
nomic Prosperity III, found that the non-
profit arts and culture industry generates  
$271.69 million in local economic activity 
for the City of Austin. That spending, ac-
cording to the study, supports 8,625 full-
time equivalent jobs generating $154.77 
million in household income to local resi-
dents and produces $27.49 million in local 
and state government revenue.

Leander does not have projections on 
what its potential art community could 
mean in terms of dollars, but the city is 
open to all artistic comers.

“We’re not only talking about the small 
picture,” Clennan said. “Films, television 
shows — anything artful is welcome in 
Leander.”
Public arts committee

The seven members of Leander’s pub-
lic arts committee will secure donations, 
grants and other financial support to sup-
plement private and public donations to 
the art fund. 

They will also create and sponsor pub-
lic nonprofit programs to foster develop-
ment of and interest in public art.

Decisions of the public arts commit-
tee will be subject to approval by the city 
council. Members must be residents of 
Leander and serve for no more than two 
four-year terms.

City of Leander Mayor John Cowman 
said he would nominate Carmen Amaya, 
executive director of the nonprofit Legacy 
Voices, which promotes arts education 

and instruction through events such as 
the Nutcracker Tea Party at the Leander 
Public Library. 

Amaya also owned Pulse Center for the 
Arts, a dance and performing arts studio, 
which she had to close when the credit 
market crisis began.

Leander’s arts ordinance, Amaya said, 
is the beginning of a city-wide movement 
she hopes will result in building a per-
forming arts center located in the transit-
oriented development.

“That way it could be accessible to the 
children by public transportation,” she 
said. “It would be somewhere where peo-
ple could go pretty cost-effectively with-
out having to depend on a car to get there. 
I would like to see it have a great after-

Carmen Amaya, Leander mayor John 
Cowman’s nominee for Leander’s public 
arts committee, is the executive director of 
Legacy Voices, an arts nonprofit originally 
founded by her father in Virginia.

In 2004, Amaya moved to Leander and took 
over Julianna’s Performing Arts Studio, 
renaming it Pulse Center for the Arts.

“It was the best thing I could have done,” 
Amaya said. “I needed to see how the for-
profit model worked. One of the biggest 
things I learned was that some of the most 
talented kids who wanted it the most were 
the ones who couldn’t pay for [classes].”

She began to search for grant money that 
would enable her to give scholarships, but 
soon realized the need outweighed the 
resources.

In an effort to keep the center going, Amaya 
applied for an operating loan. But at the 
closing table, her funding fell through. Pulse 
was a casualty of the national lending crisis.

However, Amaya said she realized the world 
of for-profit arts instruction was not for her.

“It seemed like it was something that some 
people used to be competitive or exclusive 
and that’s not me at all. Arts should be for 
everyone.”

Which is why Amaya approached Cowman 
about creating a more art-friendly Leander.

“I really didn’t know what to expect when I 
first met him, but I was overwhelmed at how 
supportive he was. He’s truly a visionary,” 
she said.

Now that the ordinance establishing a public 
arts committee is in place, Legacy Voices can 
aid the city in creating its artistic vision.

“It takes a collaboration of a city and a local 
organization to really bring the arts into 
fruition,” Amaya said. “Different foundations 
fund things differently — some only give 
to foundations and some only give to 
municipalities.

“My dream is to build the facility, whatever 
mechanism is needed to get that 
accomplished.”

P u b l i c  a r t s  
committee
Members of Leander’s public arts 
committee were scheduled to be 
nominated at the Feb. 19 city council 
meeting. Per city ordinance, the 
committee includes:

•	One	city	council	member

•	One	executive	director	of	an	active	local	
arts nonprofit corporation

•	One	landscape	architect,	architect,	urban	
planner or related design professional

•	One	active	professional	artist

•	Three	citizens	supportive	of	and	educated	
or active in the fields of public art, 
education or community affairs

Leander’s arts ordinance created a 
public arts fund, stipulating that it 
would receive contributions from:

•	Grants	secured	by	the	public	art	
committee

•	Private	donations

•	Public	projects	—	1	percent	of	the	
construction cost of a municipal 
building project and up to 1 percent 
of the construction cost of a municipal 
construction project should be deposited 
into the fund. 

•	Private	developers	or	owners	of	
commercial structures — When applying 
for permits, they will be encouraged to 
commit 1 percent of the construction or  
reconstruction costs to acquiring fine art to 
be displayed on the property.

Comment and find links to related stories at 
more.impactnews.com/3340

Legacy
   VOICES

Legacy Voices sponsored a Nutcracker Tea Party in November

Co
ur

te
sy

 L
eg

ac
y 

Vo
ic

es

Love your pets 

school program.”
To that end, Amaya said she wants to 

develop some pilot programs for schools.
“There’s so much research about how 

the arts help children learn every aca-
demic subject.”
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Here for You 
Now and 

Tomorrow

Amidst economic turmoil in the marketplace today, UFCU continues to serve as a safe harbor 
for your savings.  In addition to a wide variety of deposit and investment products, UFCU offers 
loans for all your financing needs. Need a car? We’re financing them. Need a home? We’re making 
all sorts of mortgage loans. Need to finance your college education? We can help.

Visit your nearest UFCU branch or ufcu.org today for more information.

Robert P. Wills, MD

Brannon R. Frank, MD

John W. Wages, MD

D. Jonathan Bernardini, MD

Laura K. Prewitt-Buchanan, MD

William C. Nemeth, MD

WeLCoMe JoNathaN BeRNaRDiNi, MD 
oUR NeW DoCtoR iN CeDaR PaRK!

South austin  •  North austin  •  Cedar Park

NeW CeDaR PaRK LoCatioN open this March!
1401 Medical Parkway B, Suite 120 
Cedar Park, texas 78613   
www.austinpainassociates.com   

At Austin Pain Associates, we understand that there isn’t just one way to treat 
pain. In fact, a multidisciplinary approach is often the most effective way to get 
your pain under control. We offer individualized treatment plans that include the 
physical, psychological, and emotional aspects of chronic pain. Our goal is to help 
you get a handle on your pain and feel in control of your life again.

to request an appointment an any of our convenient locations visit
www.austinpainassociates.com or call 512-416-7246.
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The landscape of Leander is 
changing, and land is readily 
available for development. Nowhere 
is that more evident than the US 183 
corridor along Crystal Falls Parkway. 

Commercial
1 McDonald’s began serving diners 

Jan. 29 in the Gateway at Leander. 
Austin Java also opened the last week of 
January in the same building as IBC 
Bank, which opened Feb. 2. While Austin 
Java and IBC Bank share a building, each 
has its own exterior entrance and 
drive-through lanes. Lowe’s, Taco Bell 
and Kohl’s opened last year.

2 Crystal Falls Plaza is nearing 
completion. The center includes four 
lease spaces. A Starbucks with a 
drive-through will occupy the south end 
of the building. The coffee shop plans to 
open March 3. Next to Starbucks, 1,200 
sq. ft. of space is available for lease. 
Cricket Wireless and Southern’s Pizza 
and Sports Pub fill the remaining space. 
Southern’s is a family-owned restaurant 
that will serve sub sandwiches, pizza and 
salads and will also have a patio area. 
Cricket and Southern’s both anticipate 
opening by early March. A pad site is also 
available at this location. For more 
information, call 535-0262.

3 Two spaces are available to lease in 
Reunion Square, an environmentally 
friendly building with a rainwater 
collection system and natural lighting, 
making it approximately 80 percent 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design-compliant. The space for lease has 
2,400 sq. ft. of finished space and 2,100 sq. 
ft. unfinished space, both on the upper 
floor. For information, call 259-4959. 
Integra Research and Development 
occupies the majority of the lower level. It 
conducts engineering design for oil rig 
equipment. Another tenant is Sellstate 
Hill Country real estate brokerage team. 
For agents looking for a brokerage office, 
call 528-0404 or visit www.sellstate.com/
hillcountry.

4 The United Martial Arts Education 
Center opened Feb. 2. The center will 
offer Tae Kwon Do and hapkido classes 
for adults and Tae Kwon Do classes for 
children. The martial arts school is the 
first of five locations to be expanded 
from the original Wells Branch center. For 
more information, visit www.umaec.com.

5 V’s Cleaners, Mail & Gifts plans to 
open mid- to late March. The store will 
offer dry cleaning drop-off, a gift shop 
and mail services, including shipping 
through UPS, FedEx and the United 
States Postal Service and mailboxes 
available for rent.
A Laser Carwash opened in December.

 6 Leander Center

SKS Family Dentistry, Dr. Sid K. 
Steadman, 259-3365,  
www.leanderdds.com

Pain Relief Center of Leander, 
Drs. Jon Group and Rene Garcia, 
chiropractic care, massage and spinal 
decompression; 260-4020,  
www.hillcountryspine.com

Austin Church of God, 795-3813, 
www.austinchurchofgod.org

Texas Barber Shop, specializing in 
haircuts for men and boys

7 Brunet Classics services, sells and 
restores classic cars and contemporary 
automobiles. First established in 1998, 
the company moved to Texas in 2003. 
For more information, call 259-7171 or 
visit http://bclassics.com.
 Development 
8 In the Gateway at Leander, 

Development 2000 is building an 11,000 
sq. ft. building next to McDonald’s that 
will include a donut shop, wireless 
provider, hair salon and additional space 
to lease. Future plans include an 
additional bank, fast food restaurant and 
up to 100,000 sq. ft. of retail. For more 
information, call 617-4663.

9 The Storage Center owners have 
put construction plans on hold. 

10 This property is currently under 
construction and is expected to be 
complete within three months. The site 
plan includes a corner pad available for 
sale or ground lease and two buildings 
with 16,000 sq. ft. of leaseable space. 
Prospective tenants include restaurants 
to neighborhood services, but there are 
no final plans for incoming businesses. 
For more information, call 426-1023.

Future land use
11 This 9.6-acre tract is zoned for 
general commercial, but there are no 
plans for further development. For more 
information, call 527-3847. 

12 A mixed-use development is planned 
for this 8.8-acre tract of land, with 
140,000 sq. ft. mapped out in multiple 
buildings on 6.5 acres. While the concept 
plan has been drawn up, construction 
plans are on hold. For more information, 
call 259-4959.

13 This 13-acre property is the 
southernmost property in Leander. It is 
not zoned, but is expected to have 
commercial use. For more information, 
call 472-1800 ext. 12. 

Community Corridor    US 183 and Crystal Falls Parkway  Leander

United Martial Arts Education 
Center and V’s Cleaners, Mail  
& Gifts, Laser Carwash
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By Betty Henry and Sharon Wolfe
There was very little money in 

Cedar Park during the Depres-
sion era, 1929-1933, but people 
did not feel poor because every-
one was in the same situation. 
Folks had all the food they could 
eat, a place to live, church friends 
and neighbors. People were self-
sufficient — growing, making 
or trading for their food, clothes 
and household items — and had 
always been so. Unlike the people 
in cities who needed jobs in order 
to buy food, clothes and a place 
to live, life in Cedar Park was 
simple, very different from today.
Daily life

In those days, there was no 
running water — it had to be 
drawn from a well. The water 
wells were dug by hand, and sev-
eral families used the same well. 
There was no grass in the yard — 
just dirt — because there was no 
water for irrigation. Yards were 
swept to clear twigs and leaves 
using a broom made out of a 
bushy cedar limb.      

Dental hygiene was not a big 
priority in the ’30s. Occasion-
ally, folks would get a small stick 
from an elm tree and chew the 

end until it was soft and fluffy, 
then dip it in baking soda or salt 
to clean their teeth. No dentists 
existed in Cedar Park during that 
period, so if someone got a tooth-
ache, it would be packed with an 
aspirin and Vicks VapoRub.        

Mattresses of the day were 
made at the Round Rock Bed-
ding Company from scrap 
cotton. After the regular cotton 
was picked from the fields, 
small bunches, called scrap 
cotton, were left behind. These 
mattresses were so thin, they 
could be easily rolled up. Each 
spring, all the mattresses and 
pillows in the house were taken 
outside on a hot, sunny day and 
laid on saw horses to air out. 
Other bedding was hung on 
the clothesline. After a day in 
the sun, mattresses and pillows 
fluffed up so much one could 
hardly get into bed that night. 

Bedrooms were not heated, 
so everyone tried to keep warm 
with homemade quilts and com-
forters. Old, ragged quilts and 
blankets were used for stuffing 
and covered with sewn blocks of 
old clothes to make the com-
forters, which were so heavy 

Local History    Growing	up	during	Depression	era	•	Part	one		Cedar Park

children could barely turn 
over in bed. When not in use, 
quilt frames were raised and 
hung from the ceiling. While a 
quilt was being made, women 
gathered around the frame and 
caught up on local gossip. 

A group of boys plays marbles.

Church events, such as ice 
cream socials and monthly din-
ners on the ground, were the 
only time strictly for relaxation. 
Church services were held dur-
ing the spring and summer un-
der a brush arbor; men cut fresh 

branches each year and covered 
cedar poles to make a shade. 
Most women had pasteboard 
fans, often distributed by funeral 
homes as advertisements, to stir 
up a little breeze — there was no 
air conditioning. When the little 
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ones got sleepy, they were placed 
on a quilt on the ground. 
Children

At Christmas, several men 
from the church cut a huge ce-
dar for the Christmas tree. Pa-
per chains, berries and popcorn 
were strung around the tree for 
decoration. Each child at church 
received an apple, an orange, 
a piece of hard candy and a 
small trinket. It was common 
for children to receive another 
apple, orange and sometimes a 
handmade toy at home.

The local children went to the 
Whitestone School at FM 1431 
and US 183. A large folding door 
separated the school into two 
rooms when needed, and it was 
heated by a big pot-bellied stove. 
The building was also used as 
a community gathering place. 
Grades first through eighth at-
tended at the same time. Students 
were taught reading, math, writ-
ing, spelling, English and history, 
but no science. For lunch, the 
students filed by a little window 
to get a tray and could go back for 
seconds as often as they wished. 
Recess was spent standing in 
line at one of the two outhouses, 
playing baseball, swinging or 
sitting on the seesaws or merry-
go-round. Several large oak trees 

covered with grapevines on the 
east side of the school served as a 
jungle gym. The tree that had the 
largest grapevine was trans-
planted about half a mile north 
on US 183 on the east side of the 
road when the schoolhouse was 
torn down. 

After school, children played 
marbles “for keeps” by drawing 
a circle and trying to knock the 
center marble out. Cotton bags — 
often a Bull Durham tobacco sack 
with a drawstring top — usually 
held the marbles, which were 
called shooters and stealies.

The Inman home, an example of Depression-era housing in Cedar Park.

During the Depression, no new 
homes were being built in Cedar 
Park, so people made what 
modifications they could to 
existing houses.

Entertainment was derived from 

simple activities like a game 
of marbles or a dinner on the 
ground after church.

Rooms were heated with wood-
burning, pot-bellied stoves.

Dealing with the Depression

»
»
»
»

»
»

If you are suffering from  
varicose veins you may be  
a candidate for Endovenous 
Laser Therapy (EVLT), a  
minimally invasive procedure 
for eliminating varicose veins.

Varicose 
Veins?

Schedule your free screening NOW.

(512) 458-9098

For more information please visit: www.veintexas.com
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By Patrick Brendel
When an unplanned preg-

nancy occurs, residents need 
to know they have somewhere 
to turn, said Marianne Drum-
mond, center director of Hope 
Connections Pregnancy Re-
source Center, a pro-life Chris-
tian nonprofit. It opened in 
August 2007 and is the only 
pregnancy resource center in 

the Leander and Cedar Park 
area, serving about 200 clients in 
2008, Drummond said.

The center is not affiliated with 
any particular church or de-
nomination, but spiritual belief 
is a component of its service.

“We want to help people 
meet their needs when they are 
pregnant. The ultimate goal is 
to introduce them to the saving 

Marianne Drummond, center director

Nonprofit Profile    Hope Connections Pregnancy Resource Center Leander

knowledge of Jesus Christ,” 
Drummond said.

The center offers free and con-
fidential services, including preg-
nancy testing, adoption services, 
counseling, educational classes, 
formula, diapers, baby items, 
maternity clothes and referrals 
to obtain prenatal care and other 
health services, said Drummond, 
a retired teacher who has lived in 
Leander since 1995. 

Parenting classes are led 
by Connie Thoms, preschool 
director of Hill Country Bible 
Church Northwest.

Many times, a woman who 
comes to Hope Connections 
for a pregnancy test will receive 
services throughout the preg-
nancy and after the baby is born, 
Drummond said. 

If a woman is thinking about 
having an abortion, Hope Con-
nections offers to perform a 
sonogram so she can see the fe-
tus. The center also offers parent-
ing classes as well as a 10-week 
Bible study for women who have 
previously had an abortion.

For services or goods not 
available at the center, such as 
car seats, Hope Connections 

volunteers contact other preg-
nancy resource centers through-
out Central Texas to attempt to 
meet their clients’ needs. 

All potential volunteers un-
dergo an interview and screen-
ing process, which includes 
testimony from the volunteer’s 
pastor. Drummond, a part-time 
employee, is the center’s only 
paid staff member. 

Volunteers can fill a variety of 
positions, including intercessors, 
client advocates, resource orga-
nizers, clerical assistants, church 
liaisons, seamstresses, boutique 
coordinators, baby shower 
coordinators, university liaisons, 
baby bottle campaign coordina-
tors and adoption coordinators.

The center’s annual banquet, 
Saddle up for Hope!, will take 
place from 6:30-8:30 p.m. April 
21 at Victory Baptist Church, 
1775 E. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar 
Park. The keynote speaker 
will be author Lee Ezell, who 
has written eight books and 
describes herself as a humor 
therapist. Sponsorships of tables 
for eight people range from $500 
to $5,000.

Hope Connections Pregnancy 
Resource Center
2701 S. US 183, Ste. C
260-8855
www.hcprc.org

Hope Connections services
Pregnancy testing•	
Limited sonogram•	
Adoption services•	
STD testing (by referral)•	
Lay and spiritual counseling•	
Home visits•	
Maternity/baby clothes and items•	
Educational classes•	
Referrals for prenatal care, health and •	
government services

N
183

Block 

House Dr.

Osage Dr.

clinics.sw.org

Scott & White is committed to providing the best and most accessible healthcare
to Central Texans of all ages. That’s why we’ve opened clinics in Cedar Park,
Cedar Park West, Georgetown, Georgetown Central, Hutto, Pflugerville, Taylor
and Wells Branch. These expanded locations allow you and your family convenient
access to Scott & White physicians and connect you to the expertise of our
specialists at Scott & White Healthcare – Round Rock.

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.HELLO
NEIGHBOR!

Scott & White Clinics
CEDAR PARK

CEDAR PARK WEST

GEORGETOWN

GEORGETOWN CENTRAL

HUTTO

PFLUGERVILLE

TAYLOR 

WELLS BRANCH

Your choice. The trusted choice.

A display shows the size of babies at different 
stages of fetal develpoment
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Homeowners who believe their properties 
have been unfairly or incorrectly evaluated 
have the right to file a protest with the 
appraisal district. Disputes can be settled 
informally or at full-scale review hearings. 

Step 1› Homeowners can discuss their 
cases informally at the appraisal office. 
Appraisers have the authority to adjust 
a home’s taxable value, and have made 
changes based on information gathered from 
documents such as closing papers, deeds, 
engineer’s reports and home sales reports.  

Step 2› If a property owner disagrees with 
the appraiser’s decision at the conclusion 
of the informal meeting, he or she can file a 
written protest and request to appear before 
the Appraisal Review Board. Protest forms are 
mailed with appraisal notice packets in April 
and must be filed by June 1 or within 30 days 
of receiving the notice, whichever is later. 

Step 3› Upon receiving a protest notice, 
the district assigns an ARB hearing date. 
Homeowners can review the documentation 
WCAD consulted in calculating the value. 
The board examines evidence presented by 
the homeowner and rules on whether the 
appraised value should be adjusted.
 
Step 4› Residents can appeal ARB decisions 
to a district court or resolve them through 
binding third-party arbitration.

Property appraisal dispute

Source: Williamson County Appraisal District

Texas’ 10 percent appraisal cap currently applies only to 
houses inhabited by their owners, but two bills filed Feb. 2 at the 
Texas House of Representatives could expand the law to cover 
business property.

Rep. Bill Callegari, R-Katy, introduced House Bill 979 and Joint 
Resolution 49 in response to steadily increasing property taxes 
among businesses in recent years. Without a cap, a business’s 
appraised value could increase well beyond 10 percent each year. 

Callegari’s legislation amends the original appraisal 
cap policy to replace references to “residence 

homesteads” with the 
more inclusive term “real 

property.” 
Most of the 
remaining 

language is 
unchanged.

 

Rep. Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown, said that applying the appraisal 
cap solely to homesteads might appear to benefit homeowners, 
but it has several unseen consequences for the local economy. 

“If businesses’ tax goes up tremendously, we pay for it because 
of lower employment, higher prices of goods and services, and 
they don’t expand when they could because they’re paying higher 
taxes,” he said. 

Gattis said the current system also potentially allows 
appraisers to squeeze more taxes out of businesses.

“As you limit the amount that homes go up and you don’t 
limit the businesses, you put an incentive for tax entities and 
appraisal districts to go look really hard at businesses, because 
they can get as much out of them as possible,” he said.

The measures are up for consideration until the legislative 
session closes this summer. If adopted by the legislature and 
approved by voters in the November election, the bills would take 
effect Jan. 1, 2010.

Legislature considers business appraisal caps

By Rob Heidrick
As Williamson County residents sub-

mitted their 2008 property tax payments 
in early February, county appraisers were 
concluding the district’s first round of 
property evaluations for the coming year. 
Their analysis of local home values in the 
next several months will ultimately be 
used to determine property tax rates for 
all residences in the county.

Despite a volatile national housing 
market, local officials foresee only minor 
changes in the region’s average tax bill. 
Alvin Lankford, the incoming chief 
appraiser at the Williamson Central Ap-
praisal District, said that while it is too 
early to predict how this year’s home val-
ues will compare to last year’s, Central 
Texas has thus far managed to avoid the 
sharp price declines plaguing other areas 
of the nation.

“Texas has been fortunate that we 
haven’t taken that kind of hit,” Lankford 
said. “But it’s a little early in the process 
to know how we’ve been affected.”

Notifications of homes’ appraised values 
will be mailed to residents by mid-April.
 Calculating home values

The appraisal district values each 
home according to the actual selling 
prices of similar homes in the area. 
District officials draw boundaries around 
neighborhoods with homes of comparable 
value and evaluate each property based on 
its estimated sales price, as well as factors 
such as age, size and structural condition. 

WCAD appraises new homes as soon 
as they are built and reappraises every 
property in the county annually. Howev-
er, district employees do not inspect every 
property in person each year, Lankford 
said. Appraisers frequently use market 
statistics to project a home’s appreciation 
or depreciation, but because Texas is one 
of a handful of states that do not require 
home sellers to disclose pricing informa-
tion, the district has to consult Realtors, 
property owners and real estate listings to 
gather accurate figures.

“We have to kind of scrounge around 
and talk to many different sources to try 
to get all the sales data we can,” Lank-
ford said.

There is no official schedule for re-in-
spections, and Lankford said houses could 
be visited within a range of once a year to 
once every six years. WCAD does not give 
advance notice of an inspector’s arrival, 
but Lankford said the appraisers knock 
on doors and speak with property owners 
if they are home. When visiting a home, 
inspectors confirm lot measurements, 
evaluate new improvements and check for 
damages that could devalue a home. 

Homeowners are not usually required 
to report improvements such as addi-
tions or remodels unless the property is 

also used as a business, but appraisers 
will document the upgrades as soon as 
they visit the property. 
Property value to property tax

WCAD analysts compute the total 
taxable value for each area, and local 
taxing authorities — including city 
governments, school districts and public 
utility providers — use the information 
to calculate their respective tax rates for 
the coming year. 

“They make their decisions on what kind 
of tax rate they need based on the values 
that they’ve got to handle their budget,” 
said Joe Pondrom, chief deputy tax asses-
sor-collector for Williamson County. 

The assessor-collector’s office gathers tax 
rates and property information from dis-
tricts and then bills residents accordingly.

Cities use property tax revenues to fund 
public services, such as police, parks and 
recreation, and community development.
Appraisal caps

Increases in home values generally lead 
to rising tax bills, but Texas law limits the 
amount that a house’s taxable value can 
grow from one year to the next. 

Under the state’s 10 percent appraisal 
cap policy, even if a home’s actual market 
value goes up by more than 10 percent 
from one year to the next, the hom-
eowner will not have to pay taxes on any 
increase beyond that amount. For ex-
ample, if a home was valued at $100,000 
in 2008, its owner could not be taxed for 
more than $110,000 on the same house 
in 2009 — even if WCAD determines it 
could have sold for $120,000. 

The cap, which covers a taxpayer’s 
primary residence, is not automatically 
applied. The owner must fill out a free 
homestead exemption application, avail-
able online or at the WCAD office.

Williamson County residents have 
mixed opinions on appraisal caps. Tax-
payers benefit by avoiding sharp increas-
es in annual tax payments, but some 
local governments believe the caps limit 
the funds a city takes in each year. 

Jan. 1 – All residential properties are appraised 
according to their value as of this date.

January-March – Appraisers inspect 
homes, analyze local housing markets and 
calculate values for every home in the county.

Early April – Homeowners receive notices 
of their appraised home values, along with 
documents to file formal protests if desired.

April-May – Residents may file protests with 
the Appraisal Review Board.

June 1 – ARB stops accepting protest 
applications on this date or within 30 days after 
the appraisal is received; whichever is later.   

July 27 – Appraisal district releases data on the 
total property values for each area in the county.

August-September – Cities, school 
districts and other tax districts calculate their own 
tax rates and set their budgets based largely on 
the total property values in their areas.

Sept. 29 – 2009 tax rates are finalized. County 
tax assessor-collector begins to prepare tax bills.

Oct. 1 – The assessor mails tax bills, which will 
be due by the following February.

Property appraisal  
and tax calendar

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

Williamson County property appraisals 2009

Inside Information    Tax appraisals
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ENTERTAINMENT/
RENTALS 

Caricatures by Kevin and Friends
Cedar Park
335-4224
http://fungraphix.com
•	Funny,	animated	caricature	
paintings 
•	T-shirts,	mugs,	buttons,	tote	 
bags and greeting cards available

GGC Productions
Cedar Park
http://ggcproductions.net
•	Music	services	for	any	special	
occasion 
•	Choose	music	from	list	or	create	
custom play list 
•	Karaoke	services	also	available

Jump for Fun Moonwalks
Cedar Park
259-1974
http://jumpforfunmoonwalks.com
•	Delivery,	set-up	and	tear-down	
of inflatables, popcorn machine, 
snow cone machine, cotton candy 
machine, generators, tables and 
seating

Mobile Magic Music
336-8742
Cedar Park
http://mobilemagicmusic.com
•	High-definition	digital	stereo	
•	Library	of	thousands	of	dance	
hits in country, rock, oldies, swing, 
big band, Tejano and salsa 
•	No	travel	fees	or	setup	fees

Party-N-Jump
23094 Nameless Road
Leander
267-5867
http://party-n-jump.com
•	Entertainers,	inflatables,	rides,	

concessions, water games, 
balloons

Shari’s Party Rentals
947-0617
http://sharispartyrentals.com
•	Children’s	tea	party	accessories

Sunny Day Jump & Play
Leander
694-8353
http://sunnydayjumpandplay.com
•	Delivery,	set-up,	tear-down	of	
inflatables 
•	Party	attendant	available

Walden Magic Productions
Cedar Park
996-9019
http://waldenmagic.com
•	Magic	entertainment	
•	Personalized	programs	for	small	
events or meetings

Zippity Zoom Rentals
560-8167
http://zippityzoom.com
•	Delivery,	set-up,	tear	down	of	
moonwalks and water slides 

FLORAL
A New Leaf Florist
10999 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, 
Ste. 110
Leander
259-7800
http://anewleaffloristgifts.com
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements

Bloomin’ Across Texas
1511 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
585-1555
www.bloominacrosstexas.com
•	24-hour	phone	service	for	all	

delivery purposes 
•	Order	flowers	for	delivery	to	
another city or state
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements

Cedar Park Florist
600 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 14
Cedar Park
258-5577
www.cedarparkflorist.net
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements
•	Silk	arrangements	
•	Dried	arrangements	
•	Gourmet	fruit	baskets	
•	Candles	and	greeting	cards

Down The Aisle Florist
519 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
258-9090
www.downtheaisleflorist.com
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements
•	Custom	orders	available	for	any	
occasion 
•	Fruit	baskets	and	other	gifts	also	
available

Just For You Floral
1500 Power Lane
Cedar Park
267-9182
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements

Lakeline Florist & Gifts
12218 N. RM 620, Ste.102
Austin
219-6020
http://lakelineflorist.com
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements
•	Stuffed	animals	

The Glass Fountain 
2303 S. Bagdad Road

Leander
965-2395
http://theglassfountain.com
•	Ready-made	and	custom	floral	
arrangements

FOOD
Be My Cupcake
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive
Cedar Park
996-0271
http://bemycupcake.com
•	Baked	goods	including	cupcakes,	
cakes and cookies 
•	Party	and	wedding	event	
planning, prices vary accordingly 
•	Weekend	deliveries	only

Cake, Please!
Cedar Park
528-1450
http://theoriginalcakeplease.com
•	Cakes	and	cupcakes	
•	Taste	testing	available	
•	Delivery	available	
•	Sheet	cakes	identical	to	main	
wedding cakes available for large 
weddings

Catered Affairs
Cedar Park
689-1161
•	Can	accommodate	2-2,000	diners
•	Drop-off	to	full	service
•	Corporate	events,	weddings	and	
parties

Eudora’s Cuisine
Cedar Park
663-2924
http://eudoras.net
•	Specializes	in	catering	traditional	
and vegetarian cuisine 
•	Service	for	up	to	150	guests

Nothing Bundt Cakes
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. S-170
Cedar Park
986-7543
http://nothingbundtcakes.com
•	Bundt	cakes	
•	Delivery	and	set-up	available,	
customer provides utensils, 
decorations 

Wildflower Bakery
2100 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar Park
331-1375
http://wildflowerbakery.biz
•	Custom	cakes	for	any	occasion,	
emphasis on weddings, bridal 
showers and baby showers

HOTELS
Best Western Cedar Inn
425 Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-7300
http://bestwestern.com
•	Outdoor	pool	
•	Exercise	facility	
•	Wireless	internet	

Comfort Inn
300 Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-1810
www.comfortinn.com
•	Free	breakfast	
•	Wireless	internet

Holiday Inn Express Hotels  
& Suites
1605 Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-8200
www.hiexpress.com
•	Free	breakfast	
•	Wireless	internet	
•	StaySmart	showerhead	
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Cedar Rock Railroad
Williamson County Regional Park
3005 CR175
Cedar Park
413-1705
http://cedarrockrailroad.com
•	Miniature	train	takes	passengers	
on a relaxing 1.3 mile ride through 
the park 
•	Available	for	birthdays	and	events

Crystal Falls Golf Club
3400 Crystal Falls Parkway
Leander
259-5855
www.crystalfallsgolf.com
•	Golf	tournaments	
•	Pro	shop	
•	Tennis	courts	
•	Meeting	space	
•	Clubhouse

Davlynn’s Craft & Gift Mall
251 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
335-4438
•	Refreshments	for	children’s	tea	
parties available
•	Space	for	up	to	14	people,	
12 seated and two standing 
chaperons 

Dr. John’s Sports Center
1800 Clover Lane
Cedar Park
259-7545
http://DrJohnsSportsCenter.com
•	Dance	studio,	kitchen,	gym,	
multipurpose area 
•	Outdoor	field	rentals	
•	Facility	coordinator	
•	Tables,	chairs

Inflatable Wonderland
Lakeline Mall, 600 S. Bell Blvd.,  
Ste. 207
Austin

planning
guidePARTY

planning
guidePARTY

planning
guidePARTY

planning
guidePARTY

PHOTOGRAPHy
Dianne Pursh Photography
Cedar Park
528-1422
www.diannepurschphotography.
com
•	Photography	for	any	event	

Ed Kelley Photography
Leander
986-5519
http://edkelleyphotography.com
•	Photography	for	any	event	
•	Picture	restoration

Lesley Freeman Photography
Cedar Park
528-1422
http://lesleyfreeman.com
•	Photography	for	any	event	
•	Frames	and	wall	folios	available

O’Shaughnessy Photography
2405 US 183, Ste.102
Leander
http://oshaughnessyphotography.
com
•	Photography	for	any	event
•	Custom	mounting	and	framing	
•	Backgrounds	
•	Holiday	cards	
•	Photo	restorations

Photography by Maggie
Leander
834-7860
http://photographybymaggie.com
•	Photography	for	any	event	

Puryear Photography
Leander
260-8400
http://jackpuryear.com
•	Photography	for	any	event	
•	Hand-painted	portraits	of	family	
pictures

PIñATAS
Blanca’s Mexican Imports
305 US 183 
Leander
528-8585
•	A	variety	of	Mexican	cultural	
accessories 
•	Giant	piñatas

WEDDING SERVICES
Customary Couture Bridal Salon
500 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 130
Cedar Park
918-1112
http://customarycouture.com
•	Ready-made	and	custom	gowns	
•	Alterations	
•	Dress	preservation

FountainGlenn Event Center
2222 Downing Lane 
Leander
259-3233
http://fountainglenn.com
•	Separate	indoor	wedding	chapel	
•	Outdoor	gazebo	
•	Indoor	facilities	for	up	to	175	
•	Outdoor	tent	reception	for	up	to	
5,000 people 
•	Formal	bridal	lounge	
•	Full-service	catering

The Old Town Chapel and Rising 
Star Banquet Hall
311 US 183
Leander
259-9119
http://leanderoldtownchapel.com
•	Space	for	wedding	ceremonies	
and receptions 
•	Separate	bride’s	and	groom’s	
rooms 
•	Tables,	chairs,	tablecloths,	
centerpieces, sound system and 

kitchen available 
•	Photography,	catering	and	floral	
arrangements available

Townsley Designs
Cedar Park, Texas
249-2229
http://townsleydesigns.com
•	Wedding	designs,	party	planning	
and social events

VENuES
Austin Sports Center —
Cedar Park
1420 Toro Grande Blvd. 
Cedar Park
260-0333
http://austinsportscenter.com
•	Two	10,000	sq.	ft.	gyms	
•	Concession	stand	
•	Internet	access	
•	Conference	room,	capacity	20,	
with guest computer set-up, video 
projector and satellite television 
•	Weight	room	
•	Inflatables	for	rent

Avery Ranch Golf Club
105000 Avery Club Drive
Austin
248-8009
http://averyranch.com
•	Lakeside	wedding	garden	
•	Banquet	facility,	200	person	
capacity 
•	Full-service	catering	

Cedar Park Driving Range
1700 Hur Industrial Blvd.
Cedar Park
267-6905
http://cedarparkdrivingrange.com
•	More	than	35	hitting	stations	
•	Game	practice	area	
•	Bottomless	bucket	memberships	
•	Professional	instructors	

219-7368
http://cedarpark.
inflatablewonderland.com
•	Slides,	mazes,	moonwalks	and	
inflatable games for children 10 
and younger 
•	Concession	area	
•	Private	party	area

On Deck Circle Batting Cages
1200 Toro Grande Drive
Cedar Park
986-5726
www.cedarparkbattingcages.com
•	Party	packages	
•	Pizza,	drinks,	plates	and	utensils,	
napkins

Sweet & Sassy of Austin
11066 Pecan Park Blvd., Ste. 207
Cedar Park,
512-25-SASSY
http://sweetandsassy.com
•	Manicures,	pedicures,	hair	cuts	
and designs 
•	Party	themes	
•	Extra	accessories,	limousine	rides,	
ice cream and favors available 

Twin Creeks Country Club
3201 Twin Creeks Club Drive
Cedar Park
250-3953
www.twincreekscc.com
•	18-hole	Fred	Couples	Signature	
Course 
•	10-acre	golf	practice	facility	
•	Clubhouse	
•	Board	room	
•	Tennis	courts	
•	Water	park	
•	Fitness	center	
•	Pool

collectbells.com

Come see our entire bell 
collection including earrings

in our creative studio at 
13043 Pond Springs Road

Monday – Friday 9 am – 5 pm
or call (512) 219-9051

Vivek Mahendru, M.D.
Medical Director

Hui Kang, M.D.
Fellowship Trained Pain Management

Austin • Bastrop • Georgetown 

www.centraltexaspaininstitute.com Ph: (512) 485-7200  •  Fax: 512-485-7220

Pain Management Services • Interventional Pain & Spine Care • Behavioral Health Services
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AT FIRST TEXAS BANK YOU HAVE THE ADVANTAGE

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
Round Rock, TX 78680
(512) 255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr. 
Austin, TX 78680 
(512) 246-6010

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 
(512) 259-2443

P� ugerville
1600 West Pecan
Pfl ugerville, TX 78660
(512) 251-7889

www.firsttexasbank-rr.com

Landy L. Warren,
Executive Vice President

Sandy Arnold,
Senior Vice President

Janice Heath,
Senior Vice President

Maria Fulton,
Assistant Vice President 

Kara David,
Assistant Cashier

Mariah Madewell,
Assistant Cashier

Laura Bankston,
Assistant Cashier

Rou
500
Rou
(512

AT 

Mariah Madewell, Sandy Arnold, Maria Fulton, Landy Warren, Janice Heath, Kara David and Laura Bankston (not present)

Constables
CONTINUED FROM | 1

“I don’t think this case changed 
the law in any way,” she said.
Background

In 2005, Lisa Birkman, com-
missioner for Precinct 1, criti-
cized Griffin during commis-
sioners court meetings for not 
serving more warrants. 

Several of Griffin’s deputies 
were trained in handling men-
tal health-related calls, and they 
responded to these calls in addi-
tion to performing core duties, 
which include serving warrants 
and issuing civil papers.

Birkman proposed moving 
mental health deputies and re-
sources from Griffin’s office to 

that of the Williamson County 
Sheriff’s office, which also had 
several deputies trained to an-
swer mental health calls. 

The court voted 3-2 against 
moving them at that time, but 
decided to form a committee to 
consider a move. Griffin was not 
on the committee.

On the night of Oct. 19, 2005, 
Griffin called area emergency 
dispatchers and informed them 
that his deputies would no lon-
ger answer all the mental health 
calls, instead addressing them 
on a case-by-case basis. 

“In a decision that I know Gary 
would not make if he had it to do 
over, he threw his hands up and 
said, ‘Fine. If that’s what Birkman 
wants, then I’m going to take my 
deputies off mental health calls 

and get the sheriff’s department 
to handle them and I’ll go get 
caught up on our criminal war-
rants,’” Aleshire said.

The commissioners court con-
sidered Griffin’s action to be re-
taliation for not being appointed 
to the mental health committee, 
Duty said. 

It also viewed the move as caus-
ing a potentially harmful lapse 
in county emergency services, 
and thus called an emergency 
meeting Oct. 20, 2005. The court 
decided to transfer deputies and 
resources from Griffin’s office to 
the sheriff’s office. 

Soon after this meeting, Grif-
fin told the media and county 
officials that his deputies would 
resume answering all mental 
health calls, but the deputies 

— and the funds supporting 
them — were transferred to the 
sheriff’s department anyway, 
Aleshire said.

Griffin filed suit against the 
county in December 2005. He al-
leged, among other claims, that 
the county commissioners court 
did not have authority to make 
changes to his budget in the mid-
dle of the year. 

The 368th District Court of 
Williamson County did not 
agree with Griffin. Chief Justice 
W. Kenneth Law of the Third 
Court of Appeals upheld the 
lower court’s judgment. 

On Jan. 9, the Texas Supreme 
Court denied Griffin’s petition for 
review, and the case was settled.
Precedent

Aleshire believes the decision 

in the Griffin case conflicts with 
opinions written by state attor-
neys general about both the abil-
ity a commissioners court has to 
amend budgets and the “sphere 
of authority” elected officials 
have under state law, he said. 
He also said the commissioners 
court did not specify how much 
of Griffin’s budget was dedicat-
ed for the discretionary mental 
health calls and how much was 
allotted to core duties.

The commissioners court be-
lieved that it left Griffin with 
enough deputies to perform his 
core responsibilities, Duty said. 

“If the resources are given to 
you to perform your core du-
ties, the commissioners court 
cannot then meddle in how 
you use those resources,” Duty 

1996 
• Gary Griffin elected constable 
for Precinct 1

2004 
• Lisa Birkman elected commissioner 
for Precinct 1

2005
• Birkman criticizes Griffin’s  
handling of mental health calls

Aug. 2005
• Birkman proposes the commissioner’s court transfer mental  
health duties from Griffin’s office
• Motion fails in 3-2 vote
• Commissioners court adopts 2005/2006 budget

Oct. 2005
• Commissioners court approves motion to 
form a committee to determine where the 
mental health unit should be
• Griffin’s office notifies county responders 
his deputies will take mental health calls on 

a case-by-case basis
• First meeting of mental health committee
• Commissioners court holds emergency 
meeting and decides to move mental health 
deputies and resources from Griffin’s office 
to that of the Williamson County Sheriff

Dec. 2005
• Griffin files suit against the 
commissioners court

2006
• Trial court rules in favor of 
commissioners court, which  
Griffin appeals

2007
• Appeals court rules in favor  
of commissioners court

2008
• Griffin requests a petition for review of the case from 
Texas Supreme Court
• Robert Chody elected constable of Precinct 1
• Griffin joins Travis County Precinct 3 Constable’s office

2009
• Texas Supreme Court denies  
Griffin’s petition for review

Griffin vs. WilCo
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said. “Here’s the difficulty: If an 
elected official is doing a dis-
cretionary duty — one they are 
not required to do — and then 
they stop performing that duty, 
I, as the county attorney, cannot 
force them to do it.”

Because the county could not 
legally force Griffin to perform 
discretionary duties, the com-
missioners court decided to ex-
ercise the authority it did have 
— moving the mental health 
deputies.

Though he believes this court 
decision could set an alarming 
precedent for county officials, 
Aleshire said he thinks most 
commissioners courts will not 

resort to the measures used in 
this case.

Duty believes the case, al-
though it represents a rare oc-
currence, falls in line with prior 
legal precedent in the state. But 
the results of this case could still 
prove a cautionary tale.

“If you are an elected official 
and you are performing a dis-
cretionary duty and you decide 
in the middle of a budget year to 
stop performing that duty — then 
elected official beware,” she said.
Case closed

Griffin is now a sergeant major 
deputy with the Travis County 
Precinct 3 Constable’s office. 
Birkman was re-elected in 2008.

“If you are an elected official and 
you are performing a discretionary 
duty and you decide in the middle of 
a budget year to stop performing that 
duty — then elected official beware.”

— Jana Duty
Attorney for  Williamson County

— Bill Aleshire
Gary Griffin’s attorney and a former  

Travis County judge and tax collector

“This is going to have great potential 
to upset the balance of power in county 
government and all commissioners 
courts to interfere, in a way, in the 
operation of independent elected offices 
by using the power of the purse strings.”

Offices are divided into •	
headquarters in Georgetown, 
east substation in Taylor and west 
substation in Cedar Park

Top officer is Sheriff James Wilson•	

Law enforcement officers: 158 •	

2009 budget: $17,782,182•	

Major •	
responsibilities 
and divisions 
include criminal 
investigations, patrol, traffic, school 
resource officers, narcotics unit, crime 
prevention, DARE, 
county jail

Major •	
responsibilities 
and divisions 
include serving as 
bailiff in the justice of the peace 
courts, serving warrants and civil 
papers, subpoenaing witnesses, 
handling evictions, patrol, criminal 
investigations and environmental 
crime unit

Offices are divided into four •	
precinct offices in Round Rock, 
Cedar Park, Georgetown  
and Taylor

Top officers are constables Robert •	
Chody, Dale Vannoy, Bobby 
Gutierrez and Marty Ruble

Law enforcement officers: 36•	

2009 budget: $4,018,220•	

Williamson County Sheriff’s Department

Williamson County Constables Department

Expand your career opportunities at
Texas State University in Round Rock 

Round Rock Higher Education Center • 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock

It’s a new year, and whether your goal is  
to change careers or advance in the one you  
have, it’s never too early to start planning.  
Learn what steps you need to take now.

Join us for a College Planning Information Session 
Thursday, March 12 • 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 18 • 10 a.m.
Saturday, June 13 • 10 a.m.

To register for an Information Session  
go to www.rrhec.txstate.edu/cpis.

Texas State University-San Marcos is an equal opportunity  
educational institution. 

A m
em

ber of The Texas State University System

Comment and find links to related stories at 
more.impactnews.com/3339

“I believe today, as I did in 
2005, that [the commissioners 
court] violated the Texas Con-
stitution,” he said. “They over-
stepped their authority.”

Birkman is glad the case is 
over, she said.

“I don’t ever think it’s good 
when we have elected officials 
that sue the county. It costs the 
taxpayers money and takes away 
the other duties that we needed 
to take care of,” she said.

Source: Williamson County
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Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 
Business ProfilesTop Stories    

Toll 45 SW on track 
for 2011 construction
Southwest Austin The con-
struction of Toll 45 SW is on 
schedule after several delays due 
to funding problems and a lack 
of community support. Hays and 
Travis counties purchased the 
necessary right-of-way for Toll 45 
SW in the late ’90s, but setbacks 
left many who would use the 
road confused about when, or if, 
it would be coming. 

Originally, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation planned 
to begin construction on Toll 45 
SW this year, but budget issues in 
2008 brought the project to a halt. 
With funding issues now ironed 
out, TxDOT has completed the 
design process for Toll 45 SW 
and is currently working on a bio-
logical evaluation to examine the 
project’s effect on nearby wildlife 
and water. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3001

The life of a toll road

     Planning      Design

Cost: $196,000 per lane-mile
Timeline: 1-10 years
Before anything, TxDOT must go through a public ap-
proval process. This includes presenting project alter-
natives and getting citizen feedback. Environmental 
studies are also done to determine the path and plan 
that will cause the least amount of damage.

Cost: $3.9 million per lane-mile
Timeline: 1-2 years
Construction on parts of the project may begin 
while design is still underway, but on most toll road 
projects, all parts of the road are built at once. This 
includes building frontage roads and exits.

Cost: $5,000 per lane-mile a year
Timeline: For the life of the road
Maintenance costs include mowing grass twice a year, lit-
ter pickup, patching holes, sealing cracks, replacing signs 
and repairing dented guard rails. Concrete toll roads can 
go more than 20 years before major repairs are necessary.

Cost: $452,000 per mile for engineering, $3.96 
million per lane-mile for right-of-way acquisition
Timeline: 1 year
After funding is secured, right-of-way is purchased 
and a path for the road is laid out based on the en-
vironmental study. During this period, construction 
and toll equipment is sent off for bidding.

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

1 2

Northwest Austin Viva Choco-
lato! founders Nino DeFalcis 
and Mark and Melissa Adams 
are European travelers at heart. 
Having made multiple trips to 
the continent in their lifetimes, 
they returned to Austin pining 
for the fine gelato and choco-
late they discovered overseas. 
This led to the opening of Viva 
Chocolato! in December 2007. 

“Our mantra is threefold: 
turning chocolate into money 
for local causes, [celebrating] 

the women of Austin and [en-
couraging] married couples to 
start dating again,” Melissa said. 
“[It] started as the simple idea 
of chocolate and gelato, and we 
turned it in to something.”

Rich colors, ambient light 
and enchanting live music greet 
customers at the café, where 
everything from the art on the 
walls to the walls themselves are 
from female-owned businesses. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3120

Viva Chocolato!  The Domain, 3401 Esperanza Crossing, Ste. 104
339-VIVA • www.vivachocolato.com
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MoPac

“Danielle’s Dream” sculpture by Dan Pogue was 
donated by Laurie and Merlin Schwenk to the 
city during the construction of the public library 
in 2007.

Georgetown Whether residents 
are listening to the Williamson 
County Symphony Orchestra, 
reading a book by one of many 
local authors, watching The 
Georgetown Palace Theatre’s per-
formance of “Grease” or viewing 
Don Snell’s paintings in the local 
gallery, the arts in Georgetown 
are good for business. Not only 
do they help improve the qual-
ity of life in the city, they attract 
tourists who bring money to 
pump into the local economy.

A national Arts and Economic 
Prosperity III study from 2005 
found that an average of 39 per-
cent of arts and cultural event 

Georgetown arts and culture board designs 
vision for arts master plan

attendees come from outside of 
the community. The study, which 
focused on the nonprofit arts and 
culture industry in 156 commu-
nities and regions that represent 
all 50 states, showed that while 
local audiences spent an average 
of $19.53 per person per event, in 
addition to the cost of admission, 
those travelling from other areas 
spent an average of $40.19.

The City of Georgetown, through 
its own arts community, is hoping 
to capitalize on that principle.

“Georgetown, like many cities 
before it, is finding that having 
an interesting, multifaceted cul-
tural arts presence makes the city 

a more vibrant place for tourists,” 
said Georgetown Arts and Culture 
Board Chair Ruth Roberts.

Georgetown  Jay Gantt made 
his way through the cavernous, 
40,000 sq. ft. hangar at George-
town Municipal Airport, navi-
gating around the white shells 
of aircraft lined up alongside 
a set of sliding doors. Pausing 
for a moment to examine the 
inventory, the president of Gantt 
Aviation leaned halfway over 
the extended stairwell of a 2005 
Citation XLS and poked his head 
into the cabin.

John Gantt, Jay’s father and 
founder of Gantt Aviation, began 
selling airplanes when he was 22 
and has flown them since he was 
in high school. At 17 he bought 
his first plane, a $300 Piper J-3 
Cub, and used it for crop dusting 
after five hours of instruction. He 
founded the company in 1971, 

operating out of a hangar. Today 
the company sells airplanes 
worth up to $15 million.

Gantt Aviation  221 Stearman Drive 
863-5537 • www.ganttaviation.com

Stearman Dr.

Terminal Dr.

Aviation Dr.

Airport Rd.Corsair D
r. N

I-35

Full story at more.impactnews.com/3228

Full story at more.impactnews.com/3231

• On-site X-ray, Lab, and EKG
• Most health plans accepted
• Physician staff ed
• No appointment needed

Brushy Creek Rd

Avery Ranch Blvd

Parm
er   Ln

1431

www.austinurgentcare.com
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8a.m. - 8p.m. • Sun. 9a.m. - 5p.m. • 10625 Parmer Lane, Suite D400

Health care when you need it!

512.733.9400512.733.9400

     Construction      Maintenance3 4
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Community Impact    Neighborhood Dining

Dinner and a movie
Southwest Austin A  
$5 million Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema theater is planned to 
open in 2009 in Circle C Ranch, 
near the intersection of MoPac 
and Slaughter Lane. The 35,000 
sq. ft. theater will have at least 
eight screens and will be the 
largest corporate-owned Alamo 
Drafthouse theater. The new 
theater will feature digital 3-D 
technology. Visit  
www.drafthouse.com. 

Austin among top 10
job markets in 2008
Austin Texas job markets 
reported the nation’s highest 
gains in private-sector 
employment last year, according 
to employment figures by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
released in December. Austin 
ranked 10 out of 100. Visit  
more.impactnews.com/3051.

Prime dining
Northwest Austin Fleming’s 
Prime Steakhouse & Wine Bar
opened Jan. 26 at 11600 
Century Oaks Terrace, Ste. 140 
in The Domain. The restaurant 
serves prime beef, chops, fresh 
seafood, chicken, vegetables 
and salads and has an extensive 
wine list. Dinner is served seven 
days a week, and reservations 
and private dining rooms are 
available. Call 835-9463 or visit 
www.flemingssteakhouse.com.

Wolf Ranch openings
Georgetown Slated for spring 
openings, new additions to Wolf 
Ranch Town Center at IH 35 and 
Hwy. 29 include the Vitamin 
Shoppe, Firehouse Subs, 
Starbucks, Mama Fu’s Asian 
House and Wolf Camera. Call 
930-8008 or visit www.simon.com. 

Northwest Austin Weigh-
ing more than 20,000 pounds 
apiece and consuming enough 
oak wood per month to fill the 
beds of six full-size pickups, the 
authentic wood-fired brick ovens 
at Austin’s Brick Oven restau-
rants are the biggest in Texas. 
The hearty portions of pizza and 
Italian food might be up there in 

the size rankings, too.
“Definitely, our brick ovens set 

us apart,” said general manager 
Bryan Strempel, who has worked 
for the restaurant for 14 years. 

Owners Stan and Debbie Ad-
ams started the first Brick Oven 
in downtown Austin in 1982.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3122

Brick Oven  10710 Research Blvd. 
345-6181 • www.brickovenrestaurant.com
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Williamson County The Gault 
Site, located northeast of Flor-
ence off FM 2843, is considered 
one of the premier archeological 
discoveries in North America. 
James E. Pearce, known as the 
Father of Texas archeology, 
excavated the site in 1929. Texas’ 

Local History

first professional archaeologist, 
Pearce also served as the chair-
man of the University of Texas’ 
anthropology department in the 
1920s and was instrumental in 
founding the Texas Memorial 
Museum in Austin. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2972
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Education Focus

Pflugerville Pflugerville ISD 
recently launched a $785,000 pilot 
program to outfit 104 classrooms 
across the district with interactive 
whiteboards, document cameras 
and wireless slates and response 
systems. Four classrooms at 
each PISD school became model 
classrooms as part of a project 
funded in the $125 million bond 
package passed by voters in 2007. 

A phased implementation began 
at the end of October and was 
complete in early December.

The district’s instructional 
technology staff went to each 
school and announced in a Pub-
lisher’s Clearinghouse-manner 
that they had been selected for 
the pilot.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3156
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Taste of Ethiopia  1466 Grand Avenue Parkway
251-4053 • www.tasteofethiopiaaustin.com

Pflugerville Taste of Ethiopia 
is not only a venue to experience 
exciting new flavors, it’s a place 
that invites you to slow down, 
unwind and enjoy a long conver-
sation over a family-style meal 
and a hot cup of tea.

Woinee Mariam and her hus-
band, Solomon Hailu, were both 
born and raised in Ethiopia. At 
the ages of 19 and 16, respective-
ly, they came to the United States 
seeking a solid education. They 
met in Washington, D.C., mar-
ried and, three kids later, moved 
to Central Texas so that their 
17-year-old daughter, who has 
autism, could receive the educa-
tion she needed. Three months 
ago, they fulfilled their lifelong 
dream of opening their own 
restaurant, Taste of Ethiopia.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3165
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CIVIL LITIGATION  •  BUSINESS LAW  •  *BANKRUPTCY
ESTATE PLANNING  •  REAL ESTATE

Consumer/DTPA Claims  •  Collections  •  Debt Defense  •  Contracts 
Taxation  •  Wills & Trusts  •  Landlord/Tenant  •  Leases

ROUND ROCK
*We are a debt relief agency.  We help � le for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code

(888) 313-0087   •   www.crewgallini.com
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Regional Report    Austin urban rail

Proposed urban rail could relieve congestion Rail by rail comparison

Light rail
Rails

Power

Speed

Platforms

Commuter rail Street car Urban rail

Source: City of Austin

Light rail runs on rails that 
are embedded in the street 
rather than on traditional 
railroad rails. The rails sink 
several feet into the street, 
which means that buried 
utilities often have to be 
moved when rail is laid, 
making light rail more 
expensive.

Light rail uses an overhead 
catenary wire; these wires 
are installed at the same 
time as the track.
Maximum operating speeds 
of light rail are slower than 
commuter rail at 55 to 
65 mph. They run slower 
because they are at street 
level alongside vehicles.

Platforms are usually ½ 
to 2 miles apart. The light 
rail works similar to a bus, 
serving an urban area. 
Platforms are usually at 
street level.

These trains are able to run 
on regular train tracks, so 
new railway routes can be 
made or they can just run 
on existing tracks. This was 
a factor in the passing of 
Austin’s MetroRail, because 
not laying new track kept 
the price down.

Like a train, these cars have 
their own power source, usu-
ally diesel-electric engines.

Maximum operating speed 
is 79 to 90 mph.

Platforms are 3 to 5 
miles apart. The goal of 
commuter rail is to get 
commuters across town 
where circulator service 
will get them to their final 
destination.

Street cars run on rail 
embedded in the street in a 
lane that can be shared with 
motor vehicles. Street car 
rails are embedded 18 inches 
into the roadway, reducing 
the number of utilities that 
have to be moved, thereby 
reducing the cost.

Street cars use an overhead 
catenary wire.

Since street cars are able to 
share a lane with vehicles, 
the cars run at much lower 
speeds, 20-30 mph, for 
safety’s sake.

Street car systems have 
smaller service areas, but 
make more frequent stops on 
the line. Stops are 2-3 blocks 
apart with service every 8-12 
minutes.

Urban rail combines both 
street car and light rail tech-
nology. Street car technology 
will be used in the downtown 
portion of the project to 
allow more maneuverability 
for trains, while light rail 
technology will be used out 
to the airport to allow for 
higher speeds.

The entire urban rail sys-
tem will use an overhead 
catenary wire.

Speed is dictated by the right- 
of-way, with trains traveling 
slower on Manor Road and 
through downtown, then 
picking up speed on Riverside 
out to the airport.

Stops will be placed closer 
together in areas like Manor 
Road, whereas on Riverside 
Drive stops will be farther 
apart.

Urban rail is different from commuter 
and light rail both in technology and 
in the reasons for its use. These factors 
affect cost and usability in a rail and 
are a major consideration by politi-
cians and transportation experts when 
authoring bonds or asking for finance.

What is CAMPO?
The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization is the regional transportation 
planning group responsible for coordinating the 
efforts of transportation agencies in Williamson, 
Travis and Hays counties. It provides planning 
and air quality services and serves as a forum 
for setting priorities for spending federal 
transportation dollars. CAMPO has a staff of 
15 who report to a 23-member transportation 
policy board. A technical advisory committee 
of representatives from the region’s cities and 
counties, as well as transportation agencies, 
assists the board in developing and evaluating 
plans. The transit working group is 15 members 
strong and is comprised of local elected 
officials from the state, local municipalities 
and UT. The group’s approval of the urban rail 
proposal is the first step toward getting federal 
funding for the project.

How to become involved in 
transportation planning

Establish contacts with representatives on the transit • 
working group
Visit the CAMPO and City of Austin websites,•  www.
campotexas.org and www.ci.austin.tx.us/transportation
Contact CAMPO and City of Austin staff with questions/• 
comments: CAMPO 974-2275 or City of Austin 974-1495
“People, Planning and Preparing • for the Future: Your 25 
Year Transportation Plan”, CAMPO’s effort to establish 
a regional framework for local transportation planning 
decisions, is seeking citizen participation via an online 
survey, newspaper inserts or by attending a public 
workshop scheduled for Feb. 23 from 6:30-8:45 p.m.  
at the Education Service Center Region XIII.

Source: www.campotexas.org

As Austin looks for new transportation 
options to deal with the increasing number 
of commuters, the city is set to unveil plans 
for a proposed transportation system that is 
Austin’s own blend of rail: urban rail.

“We’re trying to make a distinction, that 
this is something different, that this is a 
technology that can have the characteris-
tics of both light rail and street cars,” City of 
Austin Transportation Director Rob Spillar 
said. “That’s why we’re calling it urban rail, 
to really brand it as different from the light 
rail days.”

The proposed $625 million, 15.3-mile 
track would originate in the Mueller De-
velopment, go down Manor Road, through 
the University of Texas and past the state 
capitol to connect with Capital Metro’s Red 
Line commuter rail that will begin service 
in March. The rail will then cross the river 
before running down Riverside Drive to 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.

“This project is two, if not three different 
routes all in one,” Spillar said.

Ridership forecasts indicate the system 
could see 32,000 riders per day. 

Urban rail would meet up with the Capi-
tal Metro Red Line at two points: at a sta-
tion on Manor Road and again at the Aus-
tin Convention Center terminal downtown. 
From the convention center, a rail spur 
would run through downtown to the Sea-
holm Development at the corner of Lamar 
Boulevard and Cesar Chavez Street.

On the south side of the river, a rail spur 
would break off to connect with the Long 
Center, Palmer Center and all the bus routes 
connected to them.

“I think it could fit together very well. 
The two systems go together nicely,” said 
Capital Metro Communications Special-
ist Misty Whited. “The commuter rail will 
provide for the people coming in from the 
suburban areas, and then this new plan 
could get people who are already in Austin 
around downtown a lot quicker.”

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 

Organization’s transit working group, a 
team charged with evaluating the potential 
for rail in Central Texas, approved Austin’s 
initial plans Jan. 12. The group voted 11-1 
in favor, moving the project into the next 
phase, which involves more detailed fund-
ing sources and engineering plans.

“Phase one is very feasible, and I think it 
is very necessary,” transit working group 
member Wade Cooper said. 

Former Travis County Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty was the only group 
member to vote against the project.

“People are convinced that in order to be 
an urban city we have to have rail,” Daugh-
erty said. “If you don’t build a comprehen-
sive road system first, it doesn’t matter what 
you do with alternate modes of transporta-
tion. Why wouldn’t you let the Red Line get 
up and going and see what it produces be-
fore you move forward?”

The city is looking to identify part-
ners who might benefit from such an  
investment, including major employers and 
large landowners, as well as Travis County, 
the state and the University of Texas.

“Unlike roads that usually have two or 
three sources of funding, this may have up 
to 20 different sources of funding, which is 
very common for rail.” Spillar said. 

While federal funding is available, it 
is becoming increasingly harder to ac-
quire, prompting Spillar’s team to recom-
mend going to a city bond election for the  
$290 million to complete phase one.

Should the bond be approved, that initial 
investment would then be the first part of 
a 50/50 match with federal funds, meaning 
the Federal Transit Authority would fund 
the remainder of the project.

Once built, the additional challenge is 
funding the $21-23 million in annual oper-
ating costs. Spillar said Capital Metro is a 
strong option to take on the responsibility.

Spillar said he hopes to be able to get the 
bond proposition on the ballot in either 
May or November of 2010.

Wednesday, March 11th, 2009 6:30pm-8:30pm 
Cedar Park Library

550 Discovery Blvd. • Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Instructor ~ 
The course is co-sponsored by Lisa C. Wright (CDFA) Certi� ed 
Divorce Financial Analyst and Murray Walker & Associates, P.C.

Call 512-336-9994 to RSVP  •  Cost: FREE
Space is limited • Soft drinks and light refreshments will be served.

Inside Information

Be among the first to experience Cedar
Park’s First Resort Lifestyle Community

www.RLCommunities.com

An independent lifestyle that allows
you the freedom to enjoy life.
•  Month-to-month Rent
•  Freedom Dining - Flexible Fine Dining
•  24/hr. Professionally Staffed

1905 S. Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512-331-4100

Now Open!

Models
Open

Come Tour
Today
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Jan. 2009
Jan. 2008
Dec. 2008
Nov. 2008
Oct. 2008
Sept. 2008
Aug. 2008
July 2008
June 2008

46
71
66
50
63
84
88
88

101

Month  

37
61
57
43
46
94
99
94
99

On the market  (January 1-31) Monthly home sales

CLN CLNCLS CLS
Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

2
94
97
78
34
12
32
6
3

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

1
18
64

147
62
30
34
9

13

79
66
68

101
89
94

140
156
119

2
55
82
84
88

117
140
173
169

CLN* CLNCLS* CLS
$219,442
$232,959
$209,455
$211,136
$226,055
$229,304
$238,144
$227,037
$231,780

$208,860
$170,641
$168,044
$177,921
$150,000
$161,907
$178,703
$187,212
$169,592

No. of sales Average price

Market Data provided by Nason Hengst
RE/MAX  |  512-775-7900  |  nasonh@remax.net

N

Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance

Residential Real Estate Market Data

Oakmont Forest  Cedar Park - 78613 Cold Springs  Leander - 78641

Featured homes Featured homes

1 105 Shady Trails Pass
4 Br/3.5 Ba | 2,627 sq. ft.
Agent: George Giles

$295,000
848-0215

5 2109 Cactus Valley Drive
4 Br/3.5 Ba | 3,037 sq. ft.
Agent: Royce Rippy

$283,434
417-4768

2 102 Oakmont Forest Drive 
4 Br/2 Ba | 2,580 sq. ft.
Agent: Esan Coleman

$245,000
913-5220

6 1924 Pecan Valley Drive
4 Br/3 Ba | 2,557 sq. ft.
Agent: Paige Shipp

$269,990 
350-0915

3 116 Oakmont Forest Drive
4 Br/2 Ba | 2,381 sq. ft.
Agent: Clive Hinton

$237,900
632-1595

7 2340 Chimney Rock Road 
5 Br/3.5 Ba | 3,524 sq. ft.
Agent: Royce Rippy

$256,689
417-4768

Oakmont Forest Park

This tree-lined neighborhood is an 
established subdivision, and houses here 
seem to be selling quickly. It is close to 
Lakeline Boulevard and FM 1431. There are 
also a few lots for sale in the development.
Schools

Louis Gibbon Elementary School•	
Running Brushy Middle School•	
Cedar Park High School•	

This is a newer subdivision. It exits to Ronald 
W. Reagan Boulevard and is close to Toll 
183A. The development includes a playscape, 
and a pool center is under construction.
Schools

Parkside Elementary School•	
Rouse Middle School•	
Vista Ridge High School•	N

Colby Ln.

W. Park St.

Amelia Dr.Foster Dr.

Lakeline Blvd. Sugarberry Dr.Mahogany Ln.Deer Trace Dr.

Settlers Creek
Prize O

aks D
r.

Shady 

Trails 
Pass

Sophora Pl.

1
2
3

Marble Slab Ln.

4

5

6

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

Ericanna Ln.

Cactus Valley D
r.

Pecan Valley D
r.

M
ary Ella D

r.

G
ranite Springs Rd.

Gra

nd Lake Pkwy.

4 1913 Granite Springs Road
4 Br/3.5 Ba | 3,025 sq. ft.
Agent: Paige Shipp

$355,990 
350-0915

7

Chimney 
Rock Rd.

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, 
divided by RM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

Parkside Elementary 

NOW OPEN

Oakm
ont 

Forest Dr.
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Looking For An Easy Way To Switch
To Health Coverage That’s Right For You?

{Look No More.}

Medical1 And Prescription Drug Plans2 For People On Medicare Because Of Age And/Or Disability

Switching To SeniorCare Is Simple.
Just give us your information, find out if you’re approved and pay your affordable premium.

That’s all it takes to get the friendliest coverage in the state of Texas.

Choose From Three Medical Plans And Three Drug Plans.
All SeniorCare plans — medical and prescription — enhance your Medicare coverage,

helping you to afford the care and prescriptions you need. With so many options, you can find
the combination of plans that’s right for you and your budget.

Straightforward And Easy.
With no unexpected surprises, no hidden costs and virtually no complicated paperwork,

there’s no easier way to get affordable, comprehensive coverage.

Call 1-800-758-3012 Or TTY1-254-724-2832
For Your FREE SeniorCare Brochure!

H4564

�

�

Monday – Friday • 8 am – 5 pm
1A state-certified and Medicare-approved Health Maintenance Organization.
Anyone with Medicare may apply.
2SeniorCare Rx is separate coverage available at an additional cost.

H4564_SCRXADREV_1_1008

w w w . s w h p . o r g

Find Out Now
About
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Residential Real Estate A Realtor’s perspective

by Mike Freeman
It’s a buyer’s market. And not a bad time 

to sell either.
If you spend much time watching 

television or reading the newspaper lately, 
you would think that there was no hope 
of getting a loan to buy a home or that it 
was a bad time to sell a home. This is not 
necessarily the case. 

Home loans are currently available in 
all shapes and sizes, interest rates are as 
low as they have ever been and there has 
not been a better time in recent memory 
to buy a home. As a Realtor, I receive calls 
every day from my mortgage providers let-
ting me know how low rates are, that they 
have plenty of money to lend to qualified 
buyers and that qualifying might not be as 
hard as you think.

Real estate agents should provide 
clients a list of several reputable mortgage 
providers to get the application process 
started. It is best when you are looking for 
a new home to get qualified and, even bet-
ter, pre-approved before beginning your 
search. This enables you to act quickly 
and to place an offer if you find the home 
you want. 

Frequently asked questions

Do I have to have perfect credit to buy 
a home?

No, however, you do have to show recent 
good credit and the ability to pay. 

Do I have to have 20 percent down to 
buy a home? 

The FHA down payment requirement is 
3 1⁄2 percent, and there are some zero-
down programs available, such as VA and 
USDA loans.

Should I wait until prices go back up to 
sell my house, so I can buy a new one? 

Many homeowners are not selling their 
homes to buy a new one because they want 
to wait until prices go back up again. The 
problem with this thinking is that while 
you are waiting for the value of your home 
to go up, the value of the one you are 
thinking about buying is going up too, so 
most of the time you end up breaking even.

Do I need a real estate agent to 
purchase a new home? 

You don’t need one, but it is recom-
mended. While most of the sales repre-
sentatives that represent the new home-
builders are good, honest people, they are 
there to represent one person: the builder. 
A real estate agent many times can help 
you negotiate a better price, more op-
tions and a better lot and can also help 

you with the process of selecting the best 
builder for you. They will represent your 
best interest.

Prices are great, the selection is good 
and this is a great time to buy a home.

Home loans 
still available

Article provided by Mike Freeman
Century 21 Westbank Summit

694-9769
mike@freemancentury21.com
www.freemancentury21.com

Some basic requirements  
to qualify for a home loan:

Two years of steady employment, •	
preferably with the same employer 
or similar line of work

College degree and working in your •	
degree field

Last two years of income should be •	
the same or increasing

Credit report should have less than •	
two, 30-day late payments in the 
last two years

Bankruptcies must be at least two •	
years old, with good credit since

Foreclosures must be at least three •	
years old, with good credit since

Leasing &

Management 
Fees Special*

45%

6%
Specializing in Leasing 
& Managing Houses

Browse & List Rental 
Homes Free at 
www.AustinRentAHome.com

512-902-0803
Realm Real Estate Professionals

*Special is limited to 
approved homes 
with this ad. 
Offer expires 8/31/09

Can’t Sell Your Home? Rent it! 

Call to schedule your FREE CONSULTATION 
for the LAST DIET YOU WILL EVER BE ON!  
Patients generally loose 1/2 to 1 lb. a day! No pills!  No pre-packed meals!

TEXAS MEDICAL AESTHETICS

• All-natural appetite suppressant • Whole body vibration exercise 
 machine, featuring the Triangle
 Oscillation System

• Weekly B12 fat burning-amino 
 acid injections

LOSE WEIGHT RAPIDLY AND SAFELY THROUGH THIS PHYSICIAN MONITORED PROGRAM
LAP BAND RESULTS WITHOUT THE SURGERY AND SIDE EFFECTS 

Exclusively 

o� ering the 

Dr. TED Diet!

M. ZAPATA, M.D.
512.260.2270

1460 E. Whitestone Blvd. Suite 140
Cedar Park, Texas

Located on 1431 across from Academy

Get swimsuit

ready NOW!
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Present this coupon to our sales 
representative on your first visit to any of 

our communities and receive an extra 

$500 in FREE upgrades 
from our Design Center for your new 

Standard Pacific Home.
Limit of one Upgrade credit per purchase

www.standardpacifichomes.com
visit

to get started today

www.TaylorMorrison.com© 2008 Taylor Morrison. Information contained within this advertisement is correct at  time of publication and subject to change. TAYLOR MORRISON, INSPIRED BY YOU, HOMES INSPIRED BY YOU and The 4 Man Logo 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of Taylor Morrison, Inc. or of one of its affiliates.  Marks used by permission only.  For more information about Taylor Morrison, please visit our website at http://www.taylormorrison.com

ONE HOME. ONE STORY. Countless M emories.

Homes Inspired by You
Find your inspiration in any one of our 
21 desirable communities across Central Texas.

Legends Village
512-845-7350
Teravista
512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
512-341-7611
WWalsh Ranch
512-733-7600
Villages of Berry Creek
512-763-1212 
Whitestone Oaks
512-259-3557

Brodie Springs
512-292-6186
Falconhead West
512-263-5196
Steiner Ranch
512-845-7350
Senna HillsSenna Hills
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
512-490-2441
Falcon Pointe
512-845-7350
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If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send an e-mail 
to realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property's agent/seller for the most current and reliable information.

78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2607 Melba Pass 3br/2.5ba 2,244 $199,900  Gordon Ford Realm Professional Realty 415-7775
78613 Cedar Park Breakaway Park 3004 Kenai Drive 4br/4.5ba 4,354 $749,950  Brian Kerman RE/MAX AustinAdvantage 921-4490
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1880 Nelson Ranch Loop 3br/2.5ba 2,485 $298,763  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8886
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek, Westside Preserve 702 Hegarty Drive 4br/3.5ba 3,519 $329,900  Karen McCarty Keller Williams Realty 413-3788
78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1806 Warwick Cove 4br/3ba 2,764 $225,000  Terri Romere Keller Williams 431-5435
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1608 Edelweiss 5br/3ba 3,189 $264,336  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1711 Azalea Drive 4br/2ba 2,075 $199,900  Diane Wiegrefe Coldwell Banker United Realtors 266-7622
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1200 Peyton Place 3br/2.5ba N/A $159,900  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1216 Rawhide Trail 3br/2.5ba 2,232 $189,900  Steven Simmons Century 21 Excel Realty 733-9032
78613 Cedar Park Mesa Verde Estates 173 Mesa Verde 4br/3ba 3,025 $249,900  Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 203 S. Frontier Lane 5br/2.5ba 2,408 $234,900  Diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 750-2950
78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Brushy Creek 606 Arrowhead Trail 4br/2.5ba 2,488 $229,900  Larry Lewis Keller Williams Realty 637-8455
78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 1109 Ritter Drive 5br/3.5ba 3,603 $399,000  Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 825-0331
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1305 Quiet Creek Drive  4br/3.5ba 4,286 $399,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876 
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 602 Spring Arbor Lane 4br/3.5ba 3,851 $399,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1203 Quiet Creek Drive 3br/3.5ba 3,446 $399,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876
78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak 403 Mandarin Flyway 4br/3ba 2,381 $254,950  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2705 Mingus 3br/2ba 2,350 $269,576  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8872
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club 2001 Kittiwake Lane 5br/4ba 4,607 $499,875  Toni Spalding, Broker Toni Spalding CRS 965-4056
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 1100 Williams Way  4br/3.5ba 3,068 $299,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8877 
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 723 Edwards Walk 4br/3.5ba 3,021 $318,863  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8877
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 722 Edwards Walk 4br/3.5ba 2,717 $299,722  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8877
78613 Cedar Park Whippoorwill Acres 2401 Grandridge 4br/2.5ba 3,511; 2 acres $575,000  Toni Spalding, Broker Toni Spalding CRS 965-4056
78641 Leander Block House 17403 Bottle Springs 3br/2ba 1,744 $140,000  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2604 South Walker  3br/2ba 1,463 $125,000  Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 825-0331
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2010 Ocotillo 4br/3ba 2,786 $232,000  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 909 Applerock 6br/4.5ba N/A $260,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881
78641 Leander County Glen 706 County Cork 3br/2.5ba 1,384 $148,925  Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78641 Leander Crystal Falls-The Highlands 2604 Raindance 4br/3.5ba 3,054 $350,175  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875
78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2007 First View  5br/3.5ba 3,489 $409,655  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 
78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2104 First View 4br/3.5ba 3,222 $327,666  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875
78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2403 Ambush Canyon 4br/4ba 3,875 $417,568  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1402 Camelback 5br/4ba 4,408 $650,000  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2805 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3ba 3,967 $625,000  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356 
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3600 Lajitas 4br/3ba 3,314 $500,000  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2901 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3.5ba 3,725 $600,000  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3600 Posse Trail 4br/3ba 4,186 $699,990  Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1408 Roaring Fork 4br/3ba 3,551 $650,000  Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3509 Goodnight Trail 4br/3ba 4,139 $749,990  Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888
78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3603 Fandango 4br/3ba 3,941 $685,990  Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888
78641 Leander High Gabriel West 107 N. Hill Circle 3br/2.5ba 1,886 $199,950  Jona Ten Eyck Highland Lakes Real Estate, Inc. 917-3767
78641 Leander Horizon Park 1807 Kwai Cove 4br/2ba 2,324 $169,899  Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675
78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 6 Verde Ranch Loop 3br/2.5ba N/A $125,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881
78641 Leander Mason Creek North 833 Eagles Way 3br/2ba 1,600 $114,900  Betty Saenz REALTOR®, EcoBroker® Sky Realty 785-5050
78641 Leander N/A 11414 Johnson Road 3br/2ba 3,219 $650,000  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78641 Leander N/A 500 Mesa Grande 4br/4ba 5,840 $1,750,000  Tina Mallach Keller Williams 587-9127
78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1109 Downridge Drive 4br/2.5ba N/A $190,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881
78641 Leander Summerlyn 760 Kingfisher Lane 3br/2ba 1,783 $141,840  Veronica Hamilton Pulte Homes 778-5372
78641 Leander Summerlyn 772 Kingfisher Lane 4br/2ba 1,955 $151,390  Veronica Hamilton Pulte Homes 778-5372
78641 Leander Summerlyn 796 Kingfisher Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,494 $162,415  Veronica Hamilton Pulte Homes 778-5372
78641 Leander Vista Ridge 404 Red Hawk Drive 3br/2ba 2,079 $199,500  Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
78641 Leander Volente Heights 7608 Navajo Pass 4br/3ba 6,335 $1,205,000  Leslie Jackson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 431-8446
78717 Austin Avery Ranch 9904 Morgan Creek Drive 5br/4ba 3,379 $349,900  Diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 750-2950
78717 Austin Avery Ranch 9717 Broadbay Cove 4br/3ba 3,255 $365,000  Terri Romere Keller Williams 431-5435
78717 Austin Davis Spring 14837 Irondale Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,362 $269,999  Shay Hargus Austin Avenue Real Estate Co. 775-1995

6 Verde Ranch Loop, Leander $125,000

3600 Lajitas, Leander  $500,000

3004 Kenai Drive, Cedar Park $749,950

1806 Warwick Cove, Cedar Park $225,000

78613  Cedar Park
78641  Leander
78717  Austin

Residential Real Estate Property listings
Cedar Park, Leander, Austin ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/B ath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone

404 Red Hawk Drive, Leander $199,500For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/3152

• Panoramic hill country views
• Shaded wood and riverfront property
• 5+ acre tracts available
•All tracts county road frontage
•Liberty Hill School District
•Horses welcome 

Six miles north of 
State Hwy 29, 

near Liberty Hill.

5 ACRES or more in a beautifully restricted development.  
Create a home where you will enjoy the time honored 

lifestyle of traditional country living.

Come and embrace this unique hill country setting along the 
North San Gabriel River in Liberty Hill.

“For pricing & development restrictions visit our web site

Special limited time 10+ acre pricing of 
$12,500/acre on all non River frontage tracts.
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Commercial Real Estate At a glance

1 1754 Bagdad Road | Leander
12,000 sq. ft.
Agent: Gay Ruggiano
The Kucera Companies

1,200-17,185 sq. ft.
Agent: Russ Howard or Travis Robertson
Weitzman Group

3,900 sq. ft.
Agent: Brent Campbell
Don Quick & Associates, Inc.

2 700 E. Whitestone Blvd. | Cedar Park 3 10019 W. Parmer Lane | Cedar Park
$15/sq. ft./year

346-0025
$22/sq. ft./year

482-0094
$20/sq. ft./year

255-3000

300 E. New Hope Road • Cedar Park      $0.75/sq. ft. + NNN

595 Round Rock West, Ste. 103 • Round Rock     $110,900

78613 Cedar Park 300 E. New Hope Road 1,500-7,500 $0.75/sq. ft. + NNN 12 Oaks Business Park Owner 260-1762

78613 Cedar Park 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. A1 8,040 $18/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78613 Cedar Park 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. A2 1,664 $18/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78613 Cedar Park 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. B1 11,000 $15/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78613 Cedar Park 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. B2 7,000 $15/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78613 Cedar Park 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. C1 6,062 $18/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78613 Cedar Park 401 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. C2 4,313 $18/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78613 Cedar Park 930 S. Bell Blvd. #105 1,000 $129,900  Marilyn Kurka  New Home Solution 250-5600

78613 Cedar Park 1460 E. Whitestone Blvd. 581-1,885 $17.50 + NNN Mary Zuniga  Burke Real Estate Group 439-4073

78613 Cedar Park 1464 E. Whitestone Blvd. 1,000-4,000 $180/sq. ft. Mary Zuniga  Burke Real Estate Group 439-4073

78626 Georgetown Hwy. 29 & Ronald Reagan 32 acres $4,878,720  Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800

78628 Georgetown 4819 Williams Drive 4.48 acres $925,000 Wally Wilson  RE/MAX Centx Associates 659-8690

78634 Hutto 409 W. Front St., Ste. 206 3,006 $16/sq. ft. + NNN Alan Rust, CCIM  Sperry Van Ness 373-2814

78634 Hutto 131 W. Austin 8,052 $630,000 Bo Brasfield, CCIM  Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500

78660 Pflugerville 20818 Martin Lane 10.15 acres $700,000 Kelli Roch   Gaston & Sheehan Realty 627-3857

78681 Round Rock 595 Round Rock West, Ste. 103 858 $110,900 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams 789-8111

78665 Round Rock 4010 Sandy Brook 2,000 $350,000 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams  789-8111

Cedar Park, Leander
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Visit one of our models today and register to win a $3,000 
Best Buy Shopping Spree! Get more WOW right now with 
Meritage Homes, where there’s a WOW for everyone!

For more information call (512) 627-9619 or visit www.meritagehomes.com/greentaghomes
* APR for: Monterey is 5.37%; Meritage is 5.39%; Legacy is 5.46%. Promotion available for a limited time only.  “BEST BUY™  is not affiliated with Meritage Homes. Best Buy does not sponsor, endorse, approve or have any responsibility for this promotion.” BEST BUY and the BEST BUY logo are trademarks of Best Buy 
Enterprise Services, Inc. The payments above require a10% down payment and are a combination of a 1st and 2nd mortgage. The interest rate on the 1st mortgage is 5.25% and is a 30 year fixed rate loan that is fully amortized. The interest rate on the 2nd mortgage is 8% and is fully amortized over 30 years, due in 
15 years. APR based on a 30-year fixed rate loan, calculated on a 365 day year with typical closing costs.  Payments estimate principal and interest only, and do not include taxes, insurance, mortgage insurance or HOA dues, if applicable. Other important terms, limitations, and conditions apply.  Offer subject to change 
without notice.  Not valid with existing contracts or other offers. This is not a commitment to lend.  Rates, APRs, fees, actual payments, and programs may vary and are subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. All loans made under this offer subject to underwriting, credit, and property approval.  Loan 
products available may vary.  Equal opportunity lender.  Subject to seller contribution limitations. Financing through Prestige Lending Services, Ltd., an affiliated lender. TX License No. 75436. (512) 527-0200.  8920 Business Park Dr. #175, Austin, TX 78759.
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$400s to $1M

PMTS FROM$2921/mo(Based on $557k)

$200s to $500s

PMTS FROM$1596/mo(Based on $310k)

$100s to $300s

PMTS FROM$746/mo(Based on $145k)$746$746**

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!


