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A city’s budget is the document that tells 
the story of the city’s goals and how they 
will be achieved. It is the dollars and cents 
behind the intangibles the city provides 
such as public safety, mobility, recreation 
and utilities. 

In Leander and Cedar Park, the story is 
a similar tale. Both municipalities are deal-
ing with debt in order to provide services 
to citizens who live there while building the 
infrastructure to allow the growth pattern 
to continue.

“A growing municipality has no choice 
but to go into debt,” Leander Assistant City 
Manager Sharon Johnson said. “You’ve got 
to meet with the infrastructure for what 
you’re building. There is no way that a mu-
nicipality can have that many funds set 
aside to do that many projects.”

In the 2009 fiscal year, 44 percent of Le-
ander’s budget and 50 percent of Cedar 
Park’s budget will go toward debt service. 

CONTINUED ON |16

by kara Vaught

Pedernales Electric Co-op

The faces and terms of leadership at the Pedernales Electric 
Cooperative changed drastically since the filing of a mem-
ber-led lawsuit more than a year ago. Resolution of the suit, 
for which a settlement was approved in May, was halted due 
to member appeals that will last indefinitely. A criminal in-
vestigation of the PEC was recently turned over to the Texas 
Attorney General Greg Abbott, who has not announced what 
he intends to do with the case.

Meanwhile, PEC continues to provide electricity service to 
more than 200,000 locations in 24 counties, including 63,176 
in the Leander and Cedar Park area.
What is an electric co-op?

In 1935, Franklin Del-
ano Roosevelt signed the 
Rural Electrification Act, 

Cooperative reorganizes leadership, benefits, 
compensation after lawsuits, investigation

Community Corridor
Park Street - Toll 183A to 
Vista Ridge Boulevard
Page 19

Budget breakdowns
Cedar Park total budget: $56 million

Leander total budget: $25.5 million
28 14.3 2.9 3.6 3.7 2.1 1.4

6.1 3.2 1.3 1.4 1.2 0.4 0.5

Monthly fee  n/a         $1,500 $1,500 $1,500        $2,000 $2,000 $2,000        $1,500
Per meeting fee
     Voting meeting               $750  $750 $750 $750 $750 $750 $750       $750
     Non-voting meeting      $300 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Avg. fees per director $21,400 $29,600 $28,000 $29,800 $34,900 $37,900 $38,500 TBD
Avg. benefits per director $7,100 $8,200 $9,000 $9,100 $9,500 $12,100 $11,200 TBD
Avg. total compensation per director $28,500 $37,800 $37,000 $38,900 $44,400 $50,000 $49,800 TBD

In 1996 Cedar Park was paying 20 percent 
of its general fund toward debt service. 
Since that time, the population has grown 
by more than 35,000 and the general fund 
has inflated from just more than $5 million 
to a little under $30 million. 

“This is not out of the ordinary for a town 
that has had explosive growth,” Cedar Park 
City Manager Brenda Eivens said. “When 
you have that happen, you’re spending 
money on voter-approved bond programs. 
There has been a lot of money spent on mo-
bility projects and public safety. You’re go-
ing to be building things you need to pro-
vide better services for the demands of the 
community.”

The debt has grown due to recent bond 
sales in 2007 that funded projects like the 
Cedar Park Recreation Center, Leander Po-
lice Station and East Crystal Falls Parkway 
expansion.

Although a city’s debt is not likely to be 
completely erased, both Leander and Ce-
dar Park cite improved bond ratings as evi-
dence that the cities’ finances are headed in 
the right direction. The improved ratings 
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The 2008-09 fiscal year lasts from Oct. 1, 2008 to 
Sept. 30, 2009. The new budgets, which Leander 
City Council approved Sept. 4 and Cedar Park City 
Council approved Sept. 11, are subject to change 
as the market and the cities’ needs shift.
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ST. DAVID’S HEALTHCARE INCLUDES:

ST. DAVID’S MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S NORTH AUSTIN MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S ROUND ROCK MEDICAL CENTER | ST. DAVID’S SOUTH AUSTIN HOSPITAL | ST. DAVID’S GEORGETOWN HOSPITAL

STDAVIDS.COM

Thanks to the quick response of 

Williamson County EMS and St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center emergency room doctors and nurses, Karen was able to leave 

the hospital just two weeks later with normal brain and heart function.

Quick response and cutting-edge treatment are the hallmarks of our emergency room services. It is the only ER in Williamson 

County with both a certified Chest Pain Center and an on-call Emergency Heart Team. That plus new equipment and innovative 

technology mean patient care that’s second to none. So when seconds count, count on St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center.  

Just ask Karen Henderson.
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Autumn is back in full swing, 
regardless of the temperature reading on 
the thermometer. Parents and students 
are busy with school activities, retailers 
are already promoting Halloween and 
Thanksgiving, and families are planning 
for where to host their holiday gatherings. 
Most of all, I’m grateful for college 
football season and getting to watch my 
favorite team.

Leander Independent School District is 
already planning for next year’s football 
season. This month’s corridor takes a look 
at the school district’s building projects 
along Park Street. Within this stretch of 
road, plans are in the works for a regional 

stadium in addition to future elementary 
school number 22 and additions to Vista 
Ridge High School.

As we draw nearer to the winter 
holidays, families start to budget for extra 
expenditures incurred at this time of year. 
Similarly, Cedar Park and Leander are 
planning their budgets on a grander scale. 
Both cities have experienced huge growth 
in the past year with new retail stores and 
increasing property values. It’s hard to 
believe that Target and the main anchors 
in 1890 Ranch have already been open for 
a year. 

There are many local activities for the 
community to enjoy with the changing 
seasons. To help plan your family outings, 
we compiled a fall/winter entertainment 
guide. From festivals to holiday parades, 
there are a lot of ways to enjoy the 
community. Check out our online 
community calendar for additional events 
in between issues.

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

Nothing else is built 
quite like a Lexus.

The  RX

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.
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Shape, Rattle & StRoll • cedaR paRk

Shape, Rattle & Stroll
818-5995

shaperattleandstroll.com
classes: Mon. 8:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; tues. 6 p.m.; 

Wed. 8:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Sat. 9:15 a.m. 
prices: all-inclusive $65/month, with partner 

$45/month; punch card $8/class

business    profile by Mark Collins

Meghan Dixon (in black) helps moms train 
with their children in the Shape, Rattle & Stroll 
fitness program.

What has four wheels, a handle, 
needs to be burped and is the ideal 

weight for resistance training? A baby in a 
stroller, of course. 

Meghan Dixon often incorporates a 
baby stroller into her workouts as co-

ing for two reasons: It’s the best way to lose 
weight, and I like empowering women.”

As a certified personal trainer and nu-
trition major, Dixon hatched her business 
model when she was pregnant and “too 
big to go to a gym.”

Her husband, Kirtus, had always want-
ed to manage a small business, and with 
a baby on the way, Dixon was looking for 
a way to work from home, so she started 
doing some internet research.

As she sought workout partners, Dixon 
happened upon a business for sale: Shape, 
Rattle & Stroll. The Dixons were then 
proud parents of a new baby boy and a 
business in its infancy.

 “It was nice because we didn’t have to 
do the legwork of starting a new business,” 
Kirtus said. “A lot of the branding had al-
ready been done, which made it easier, but 
there is still a lot of work to be done.”

The previous owner left the business be-
hind to start a family, but having a family 
has not slowed down Dixon. She teaches 
six classes a week and has helped each of 
her mommies lose at least an inch from 
their waistlines.

“I don’t take it easy on them at all,” 
Dixon said. “I want the moms to connect 
with other moms, but I want them to see 
results. It isn’t a mommy group at all, and 
the women appreciate that.”

Each new customer meets with Dixon 
for a consultation to set goals, discuss 
fitness, nutrition and to take a “before” 
photo. Classes meet at Anderson Mill 
West Park. Women without children 
are welcome to sign up for classes, and 

houR-long WoRkoutS 
include:
• Five-minute warm-up such as light jogging 
or jumping jacks
• Cycle of cardio and weight training, which 
is repeated multiple times with different 
weight lifting exercises
• Abdominal workout
• Cool down

n

owner of Shape, Rattle & Stroll, a mother 
and infant lifestyle fitness program that 
aims to “build the hottest mommies in 
Central Texas.”

“Our workouts consist of cardio and 
weight training,” she said. “I do weight train-

women with children are welcome to 
bring them.

Once a month, Shape, Rattle & Stroll 
celebrates family day so that the fathers 
can join in the training.

“It’s nice for the mothers to be able 
to say, ‘You push the stroller this time,’” 
Dixon said.

Shape, Rattle & Stroll plans to offer 
classes through the YMCA this fall and 
is looking into expanding to another area 
such as Round Rock or Georgetown.

“It’s our goal to have one new opportuni-
ty by the end of the year,” Kirtus said. “We 
have really high hopes for this business.”
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paydiRt giftS • leandeR
business    profile by kara Vaught

Paydirt Gifts
528-9389

www.paydirtgifts.comColton, Cindy and Paul Covert

Petroleum makes possible everything 
from pacemakers to polyester. Paydirt 

Gifts, an internet-based business offering 
trinkets related to the petroleum industry, 
pays homage to that black gold.

Cindy and Paul Covert, owners of Pay-
dirt Gifts, have history in the oil industry 
and a passion for educating people about 
the origin and uses of oil. Cindy’s father 
is a retired petroleum engineer, and Paul’s 
family has owned the royalties to oil re-
serves for six generations. 

“I’ve lived in or been through just about 
every town in Texas and Oklahoma,” Cindy 
said. “So I’ve lived one side [of the oil busi-
ness] and married into the other side.”

Through those connections, the Coverts 
met the former owner of Paydirt Gifts and 
purchased the business in 2003, expanding 
it every year since.

Their catalog includes Christmas orna-
ments, bookends, jewelry, key chains, 
dominoes, cookie cutters, T-shirts and 
glass figurines featuring oil derricks, pump 
jacks and drill bits. 

There are also oil field board games, a 
pump jack trailer hitch, and animated oil 
derricks and pump jacks, which are their 
most popular item.

The business is unique; the only direct 
competition the Coverts knew of closed. 
Oil museums sell some similar merchan-
dise, but at least a portion of it is bought 
wholesale from Paydirt.         

Many items the Coverts sell are made 
exclusively for them, including the hand-
blown glass oil derrick Christmas ornament 
and the handmade solar-powered, animat-
ed desktop pump jacks and oil derricks.          

With every order, the Coverts include 
the Oil Activity Book, a coloring and 
puzzle book filled with information about 
the oil and gas industry.

“We want to promote oil education,” 
Cindy said. “That’s a big deal for us. There 
are so many people who don’t know where 
oil comes from.”

When Carol Keeton Strayhorn was 
Railroad Commissioner, Cindy joined the 
initiative to educate schoolchildren about 
the role of that office.

“I went into an elementary school to 
do a presentation, and I had a table full 
of all kinds of stuff: cell phones, car parts, 
Beanie Babies, nail polish, makeup. I asked 
[the students] which of those things was 
petroleum based. They just stared at me. 
I said, ‘All of it.’ I even had an elementary 
school teacher tell me she didn’t know oil 
was natural. That’s scary to me,” Cindy said.

For his part, Paul is involved in the Na-
tional Association of Royalty Owners and 
volunteers to help those who own royalties 
understand the business.

“A royalty owner is what you become 
after oil or gas is found on your property,” 
Paul said. “Before that, you are a mineral 
owner — if you own the minerals under 
your property. In Texas, there is a surface 
estate and a mineral estate, and they can 
be separated. If you own your land and the 
right to the minerals underneath it, you 
have the potential to be a royalty owner.”

pRoductS With 
A PETRoLEuM 
coMponent
Artificial limbs
Balloons
Bandages
Candles
Computers
Contact lenses
Crayons
Credit cards
Dishwashing liquids
Disposable diapers
Eye glasses
Flooring (linoleum, 

tiles, carpets)
Furniture
Helmets 
Heart valves

Lotion
Panty hose
Pens
Perfume
Safety glass
Shampoo
Synthetic fabric
Tape 
Telephones
Toys
Tires
Toothbrushes
Waterproof materials 

Robert A. Benson, M.D. Michael F. Lenis, M.D.

Same- and 
next-day 
appointments 
available

David G. Burger, M.D.

Animated pump jack, 
oil-themed T-shirt
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Cedar Park
1  Chiropractor

Chiropractic, Neurology and Wellness 
Center, 201 S. Lakeline Blvd., is a brain 
enhancement and wellness center. The 
high-tech, all-digital facility is now 
accepting patients of all ages who suffer 
from ADHD, dizziness, ear infections, 
numbness, headaches and nerve pain. Call 
366-5911 or visit www.cnwcenter.com.

2  BYDEE festival
Join the city of Cedar Park for the second 
annual BYDEE Festival Sept. 27 from 
2-7 p.m. The celebration of community 
and diversity will feature artist booths, 
live music, games, an arts and crafts fair, 
jugglers, inflatables, caricatures, a stilt 
walker, BYDEE dancers, best decorated 
yellow hat contest and more. The event 
takes place at Heritage Oak Park, 875 
Quest Parkway. Call 401-5500 or visit 
www.cedarparktx.us.

3   Free oil changes
Hill Country Bible Church Northwest, 

12124 N. FM 620, will partner with 
Christian Brothers Automotive to give 
single mothers one free oil change Oct. 
18. The event will take place from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at all five Austin-area Christian 
Brothers locations, including the two in 
Cedar Park. Refreshments will be available, 
and volunteers will wash the vehicles. 
Space is limited and pre-registration is 
required. Visit www.hcbc.com.

4   Drinks all around
Taps Pub, a neighborhood beer and wine 
pub, opened this month at 2011 Little 
Elm Trail, Ste. 100. The establishment 
offers a wide selection of beers on tap and 
wines by the glass, as well as an extensive 
selection of appetizers and full dinner 
menu. Visit www.tapspub.com.

Water intelligence
The city of Cedar Park has announced 
its membership in the “Water IQ” public 
awareness water conservation program 
to encourage residents to abide by the 
voluntary watering schedule. Residences 
with an address ending in an even number 
should water on Thursdays and Sundays, 
while those with odd-numbered addresses 
should water on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. Commercial customers should 
water on Tuesdays and Fridays. Call 401-
5500 or visit www.cedarparktx.us.

5 Small businesses
Providing an opportunity for small and 
home-based businesses to gain exposure, 
the Cedar Park Entrepreneur Expo 
will take place Sept. 27 from 10 a.m.–2 
p.m. Located at Austin Community 
College-Cypress Creek, 1555 Cypress 
Creek Road, the free event will feature 
everything from arts to health projects 
as well as live music, games, door prizes 
and entertainment. Call 260-7800 or visit 
www.cedarparkchamber.org. 
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wine. The business also sells beer and wine 
by the glass, has wine-related retail gifts 
and will feature live music on Friday and 
Saturday nights. Visit 
www.vino100cedarpark.com.

10 Relax
Massage Heights is now open seven days 
a week at 700 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 
203 offering monthly memberships and 
one-time massages. Call 528-1156 or visit 
www.massageheights.com.

11 Alternative education
The owners of Pflugerville Montessori 
and Cedar Park Montessori have opened 
a sister school. Sapientia Montessori is 
a fully accredited institution located at 
1220 Cottonwood Creek Trail that will 
employ the open classroom, individualized 
education style of Montessori. Call 260-
2261 or visit www.sapientiamontessori.com.

12 Indoor sports complex
Austin Sports Center – Cedar Park 
officially opened its brand new, 35,000 sq. 
ft. facility Aug.18 at 1420 Toro Grande 
Blvd. The complex will be the home 
of Austin Juniors Volleyball Club and 
features four volleyball courts, three 
basketball courts, a concession area and 
meeting rooms. Call 260-0333 or visit 
www.austinsportscenter.com.

13  Bundt goodness
Nothing Bundt Cakes opened Sept. 6 in 
1890 Ranch, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. 
The cakery specializes in gourmet bundt 
cakes for any occasion from weddings 
to birthdays and even when you just 
need a piece of cake. The store sells cake 
accessories as well. Call 986-7453 or visit 
www.nothingbundtcakes.com.

Leander
14  Stop, drop, run

The second annual Leander Firefighter 
5k is Sept. 27 and will include an 
open firehouse with food, fire safety 
demonstrations and a display of fire 
engines and command vehicles. The Fun 
Run is $20 and the Kids K is $7. Proceeds 
benefit firefighter health and wellness 
programs. Festivities begin at 8 a.m. at fire 
station two, 1950 Crystal Falls Parkway. 
Call 528-2856 or visit www.leanderfire.org.

15  Bluegrass festival
Bring your picnic blankets and spread 
out on the grass at Robin Bledsoe Park, 
601 S. Bagdad Blvd., for the third annual 
Suddenlink Bluegrass Festival Sept. 27. 
The music by Open Jam Session begins at 
5 p.m. The Grazmatics play at 6 p.m., The 
Seiker Band at 7 p.m. and the Blue River 
Band at 8 p.m. Outside food and drinks 
are permitted, and concessions will be 
available as well. Call 528-9909 or visit 
www.leandertx.org. News or questions about Cedar Park or Leander? 

E-mail mcollins@impactnews.com.

259-2338
202 N. Brushy Street

(across from the Fire Department)

ñ

6  Texas tradition
Dillehn’s Outlaw BBQ opened Aug. 
14 and is open six days a week serving 
barbecue, burgers, breakfast tacos and 
daily specialties prepared by the chef. 
Located at 251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 101, the 
restaurant has buffalo burgers and a line of 
salads as well. Call 219-7227 or visit 
www.dillehnsbbq.com.

Barktoberfest
Central Texas SPCA, the first no-kill 
animal shelter in Williamson County, is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary with its 
sixth annual Barktoberfest Oct. 11 from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Old Settlers Park in 
Round Rock. The dog- and family-friendly 
event will feature a canine costume 
contest, live music, games for children, 
arts and crafts and much more. Call 260-
7722 or visit www.centraltexasspca.org.
 

7  Stars season tickets 
The Texas Stars ticket office will hold a 
grand opening Oct. 4 at its new location, 
202 Walton Way, Ste. 154. Seating 
preferences for 2009-2010 season tickets 
will be given on a first come, first serve 
basis. Single game tickets will be available 
for purchase as well. Visit  
www.texasstarshockey.com.

8   Light up your life
Light Perfect recently opened in the 
Discovery Business Park, 715 Discovery 
Blvd., Ste. 212. The business offers a wide 
selection of home lighting solutions and 
will meet with homeowners to design 
individualized lighting arrangements to 
accommodate any budget. Call 505-8801 
or visit www.lightperfect.com.

Ironman
Beginner, intermediate and advanced 
triathletes are welcome to join the newest 
multisport training camp in Cedar Park. 
Emerge Multisport employs Olympic-
caliber coaches that specialize in one 
sport. The all-inclusive multisport training 
program is available for a flat monthly fee, 
which includes meetings with the on-staff 
sports nutritionist. Visit  
www.emergemultisport.com.

9 Wine selection
Purveyors of fine wine, Vino 100 will 
open at the end of September at 700 E. 
Whitestone Blvd. The store offers a new 
way to buy wine with 100 different wines 
for less than $25, each displayed on its 
own pedestal with information about the 

16  Fall fest
Celebrate the change in seasons at 
Leander’s sixth annual Fall Fest Oct. 3-5 
in the old town square at the intersection 
of Brushy and South Streets. The fall 
festival includes a street dance with live 
music, cookoffs, a fine art exhibit, vendor 
booths, bakeoffs, games and pony rides. 
The street dance begins at 7 p.m. Friday, 
with festivities beginning at 10 a.m. 
Saturday and noon Sunday. Call 259-9119 
or visit www.leandercommunityclub.org.

17  Traffic safety
On Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. the Leander Police 
Department will hold a traffic safety 
presentation at Pat Bryson Hall, 201 N. 
Brushy St. As part of the department’s 
Selective Traffic Enforcement Patrol grant, 
speed and intersection safety will be 
discussed, along with stopping distances 
and distance traveled at different speeds. 
Call Officer Wilcox at 528-2832 or visit 
www.leandertx.org.

Best Party Ever
The Leander Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual banquet is Sept. 27 from 6-10 
p.m. at Reunion Ranch, 850 CR 255 in 
Georgetown. Dubbed the “Best Party 
Ever,” the Hollywood-themed event 
will feature live music, champagne, 
silent auction and a $10,000 vehicle 
voucher raffle. The paparazzi will be 
out to photograph all the “celebrities.” 
Sponsorships are available. Call 259-1907 
or visit www.leandercc.org.

18  Woof 
The Humane Society of Williamson 
County, 10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, a 
nonprofit, no-kill animal shelter, is seeking 
people passionate about animal welfare 
to fill vacant positions on the board of 
directors. Those interested in applying 
should review the requirements at www.
hswc.net/volunteer/board.html or call 
260-3602.

19  Keep your stuff
The Storage Center, a chain in Texas, 
Mississippi and Louisiana, will open a new 
location in Leander in early 2009 on the 
northeast corner of Crystal Falls Parkway 
and US 183. The business will offer eight 
different sizes of climate-controlled storage 
options. Visit www.thestoragecenter.com.

20  Credit scores
A+ Federal Credit Union has announced 
it will expand to Leander in early 2009. 
The new branch will be located on the 
southwest corner of US 183 and FM 
2243. The credit union has 11 Austin area 
locations. Visit www.aplusfcu.org.

21 Miles of smiles
The Texas Mission of Mercy Dental 
Program, which provides dental care for 
those that cannot afford it, will host the 
Williamson County event in Leander 
Sept. 26-27. Patients will register at Rouse 
High School, 1501 CR 271, before being 
bussed to the Leo Conference Center. The 
organization is seeking volunteers for a 
wide variety of tasks. To volunteer, call 443-
3675 or visit www.tdasmiles.org/leander
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“The Game Plan”
Children’s Clinic of Leander Movies in the Park

Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
8 p.m. • Free
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

The Park at Brushy Creek apartments grand opening
Ribbon cutting with music, food, fun, libations and prizes
The Park at Brushy Creek, 15510 N. FM 620
4-7 p.m. • Free
828-4100

“The Odd Couple”
Way Off Broadway 

Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sunday Sept. 28 at 3 p.m.
$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, $5 children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

“Spiderwick Chronicles”
Time Warner Cable presents Movies in the Park

Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd.
8 p.m. • Free
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

Trinity Family Medicine grand opening
Come celebrate the practice’s new name with 

entertainment, face painting and food.
Trinity Family Medicine, 201 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 104
10 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free
258-1645 • www.urreamd.com

Williamson County/YMCA Teen Court training
Fall training for teenagers 13 and up who want to learn how 
to be a teen court attorney, juror, clerk, bailiff and judge. 
Each month the teen court will hold a sentencing hearing in 
the Williamson County Annex courtroom.
Williamson County Cedar Park Annex, 350 Discovery Blvd., 
Ste. 204
9 a.m.-4 p.m. • $10 per person or $20 per family
260-4210 • www.ymcagrw.org

College funding workshop
A finance expert will discuss student loans and how to 
reduce the costs of higher education.
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road
10 a.m. • Free, RSVP required
250-8682

College Funding workshop
A finance expert will discuss student loans and how 

to reduce the costs of higher education.
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd.
7 p.m. • Free, RSVP required
250-8682

Water Playscape closes
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road

528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

Tiara Thursday/Bunko party
Free refreshments, hand massages and door prizes 

will be accompanied by sale prices.
Simply Irresistible, 601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 700
5:30-8 p.m. • Free
528-8343 • www.simplyidecor.com

Octoberfest 
Features local beer vendors, food and live music 

Admission includes commemorative pint glass, two beers 
and a food ticket.
The Dig Pub, 401 Cypress Creek Road
2-8 p.m. • $10
996-9900

“Bee Movie”
Children’s Clinic of Leander Movies in the Park

Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
8 p.m. • Free
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

Railyard Car Show
Features more than 30 Jaguars and other classic cars

Railyard Shopping Center, 601 E. Whitestone Blvd.
9 a.m.-4 p.m. • Free
528-8343

community    events
September

26

Calendar events must be submitted by the first Friday 
of the month. Visit www.impactnews.com.

19-oct. 4

29

30

4

10

Cedar Park Splash Jam Aug. 31

Recent highlights

Mayor Bob Lemon congratulates firefighters 
Brad Moore, David Henderson, Eric Reesing 
and Sean Cone, the members of Cedar Park’s 
Firefighter Combat Challenge team, at the Aug. 
29 city council meeting. The team competed in 
Carlsbad, N.M., and advanced to the national 
finals in Las Vegas.

19

27

october

5

11

Superintendent Bret Champion presents 
Charles Rouse with the key to Rouse High 
School at the dedication ceremony Sept. 13.

Charles and Sandra Rouse, center, cut the 
ribbon at the Rouse High School dedication 
ceremony Sept. 13.
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Taking care 
of our health 
is now more 

convenient

For your medical imaging needs, choose ARA. 

14 convenient locations, including Cedar Park 
which opened in January of 2008
Unsurpassed, state-of-the-art technology
Board-certifi ed radiologists, many with 
additional subspecialty training
A history you can count on

For more information about ARA or for a complete 
list of our services and locations, please visit our 
website or call our scheduling department.

SCHEDULING

(512) 458-9098
www.ausrad.com
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“WATERING 
DURING THE HEAT 

OF THE DAY?
NOT SO HOT.”

–THE COLORADO RIVER

Do your part for Cedar Park’s water source. 
Water before 10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. as needed

on your designated watering day.

Wednesdays & Saturdays. 

Thursdays & Sundays.

Tuesdays & Fridays.

WaterIQ.org

hoSpice auStin
nonprofit     profile by beth Wade

While many nonprofits serve niche 
groups of people, Hospice Austin 

is an organization that deals with some-
thing that everyone goes through. Hospice 
Austin was established to help people in 
the last stages of life, but while focusing on 
the patient, the hospice staff takes care of 
the family as well.

“People never forget [the time their 
family member or friend spent in hospice 
care]. That time is etched in your memory 
forever. That time is sacred,” said Marjorie 
Mulanax, Hospice Austin executive direc-
tor. “Everybody faces this. That sets us 
apart from other nonprofit organizations. 
This is something personally we will face 
for ourselves and for our loved ones.”

The hospice was founded in 1979 by a 
group of physicians and began aiding ter-
minally ill patients and their families and 
caregivers in 1980. 

Hospice Austin provides care for people 
diagnosed with any terminal illness with 
a life expectancy of six months or less. In 
some cases a patient could be discharged 
from hospice care if the patient improves, 
Mulanax said. 

“Patients can go back and forth between 
hospice care and curative care. Some do 
get better,” she said. “We have discharged 
about 10 percent of patients a year. Most 
of them do come back later.” 

The philosophy of hospice care is to pro-
vide pain and symptom management for 
patients to allow them to live out their last 
days, weeks or months comfortably and 
with dignity. The hospice admits anyone 
to the program, regardless of his or her 
ability to pay.

Hospice Austin goes beyond helping 
the patient, caring for the family as well. 
Hospice nurses can help answer questions 
about the end of life, caring for the patient; 
social workers help with anticipatory grief 

Hospice Austin
1101 Williams Drive, Ste. 102

georgetown • 863-8700
www.hospiceaustin.org

and unresolved issues 
that may be bother-
ing family and the 
patient; the hospice’s 
nondenominational 
chaplains can assist 
the family and the 
patient with religious 
questions or end of life 
ceremonies. The hos-
pice has experience 
with most religions, 
from Christianity to 
Buddhism to Native 
American beliefs. 

Once the patient 
has passed away, the 
hospice continues to 
care for the family 
and friends through 
group and one-on-one 
counseling as well as 
other programs. 

When a patient is 
admitted into hos-
pice care, he or she 
is provided with a 
team of care provid-
ers. The team consists 
of a nurse, nurse’s 
aide, chaplain, a social 

worker and a volunteer who provides a 
comforting presence for the patient and a 
chance for the patient’s normal caregiver to 
take a break. Each patient is the team’s cap-
tain and is in charge of his or her own care. 

Hospice Austin serves Travis, William-
son, Caldwell, Burnet and Hays counties. 
Patients can be treated in their home, 
nursing home, assisted living center, 
in area hospitals or in Hospice Austin’s 
Christopher House, the short-term, inpa-
tient facility. 

Each year, the hospice group takes care 
of approximately 2,000 patients, including 
about 30 children.

Several of the hospice staff have lost 
loved ones and chose a career in hospice 
care to support others in similar situations.

“Everything about hospice is so personal, 
and that is why it is so special,” Melinda 
Marble, communications coordinator said. 
“Everyone approaches their ending differ-
ently. Hospice Austin is here to provide a 
calm voice. There are good deaths out there.”

VoLuNTEERS
Hospice Austin has 200 paid staff members 
who are supported by more than 400 
volunteers. 

• Volunteers are assigned one patient at a time 
  to offer emotional support and nonmedical 
  practical assistance such as travel to and from 
  appointments, running errands and a chance 
  for full-time caregivers to take a break. 
• Some provide professional services, including 
  massage therapy, hair-styling, acupuncture 
  and handyman-type services. 
• All volunteers must attend a volunteer   
  training session, which is held twice a year in        
  September and February. 

Volunteers are always needed in Austin, but 
are especially needed in surrounding areas, 
including Leander, Hutto, Taylor, Round Rock 
and Pflugerville. For more information, call 
volunteer coordinator Gayle Smith at 342-4735.

Olivia lights a candle in 
her father’s memory at 
Hospice Austin’s Camp 
Brave Heart. 
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Budget

www.impactnews.com
Comment online At 
more.impACtnews.Com/1886

CITY OF LEANDER
RATE: $0.602590
AvERAgE TAx bILL: $977.29

WILLIAMSON
COUNTY
RATE: $0.4683
AvERAgE TAx

bILL: $759.50

LEANDER ISD
RATE: $1.3792
AvERAgE TAx bILL: $2,236.81

CITY OF CEDAR PARK
RATE: $0.489001
AvERAgE TAx bILL: $928.79

WILLIAMSON
COUNTY
RATE: $0.4683
AvERAgE TAx 
bILL: $889.47

LEANDER  ISD
RATE: $1.3792
AvERAgE TAx bILL: $2,619.60

Average Leander tax bill average cedar park tax bill 

AUSTIN 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEgE
RATE: $0.096

AvERAgE TAx bILL: $155.70

AUSTIN 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEgE
RATE: $0.096

AvERAgE TAx bILL: $182.34

AvERAgE HOME PRICE
$189,936
AvERAgE HOUSEHOLD
TAx bILL
$4,620.20

Past tax rates

Pflugerville

Leander

Tem
ple

San M
arcos

Cedar Park

Austin Round Rock

Georgetown

Current property tax rates
$0.614

$0.603

$0.560
$0.530

$0.489
$0.401

$0.365
$0.356

Dollars per $100 of valuation

cedar parkLeander

mean the city does not have to pay as much 
interest, which allows the municipalities to 
provide more services with their revenue.
cedar park

“One of the first goals we have is to pres-
ent a balanced budget and respond to our 
service demands so that we are maintain-
ing our current level of service, or even en-
hancing it, in areas where we can enhance 
them,” Eivens said.

Public safety is one area upon which the 
city looked to improve.

With the approved hiring of seven new 
police department employees, Cedar Park 
will reach the goal it set three years ago 
of reaching 1.5 officers per 1,000 citizens. 
The addition of one detective in the crimi-
nal investigation division, two corporals 
and four police officers will bring the total 
sworn staff to 79.

Another big program included in this 
year’s budget is the opening and operation 
of the new recreation center. The center is 
expected to open in July and will employ 
four full-time employees as well as several 
part-time recreation specialists.

The new positions were made possible 
by increasing revenue generated by Cedar 
Park’s diversifying tax base. Building permit 
fees once accounted for more than half of 
the city’s revenue, but as the city nears build-
out, an emphasis is being put on commercial 
developments that beget sales tax dollars.

“Having 1890 Ranch come into our city 
was a good thing because it brings people 
in, and it keeps local dollars within our 
city,” Eivens said. “We’ve also had some 
revenues reduced due to [a fewer number 
of] permits, and sales tax is one of the areas 
where we’ve been looking to offset that.”

The additional revenue put Cedar Park 
in a position to lower the property tax rate 
for the second consecutive year. The rate 
dropped nearly two cents to $0.4890, al-
though homeowners will likely see an in-
crease in their taxes due to the 9.5 percent 
increase in home value.
Leander

“The city of Leander is doing well to stay 
abreast of the growth,” Johnson said. “We 

need positions in every department, but, of 
course, there is only so much in your main-
tenance and operating budget, so we try to 
spread it out year by year and get every de-
partment a little of what they need. Maybe 
this year I have to do without while some-
body else receives funding, but maybe next 
year they do without while somebody else 
gets funding. We try to be fair about it.”

Public safety is one area where Leander 
did not economize. The fire department 
will add nine new employees this year to 
staff the new fire station, and the police 
department will hire four new employees 
to continue the five-year staffing plan it set 
out on last year.

A new feature coming to Leander in 
the 2009 budget is automatic meter read-
ing technology for water utility operations. 
New houses built in the Benbrook Ranch 
subdivision will be outfitted with an elec-
tronic water meter that broadcasts the 
reading to a truck as it winds through the 
neighborhood, saving time and money. 

If the pilot program is found to be cost-
effective, the new technology will be imple-
mented in all new subdivisions and could 
be retrofitted into older neighborhoods.

Expenditures on new positions and new 
programs will be covered by the budget 

due largely to the 18 percent increase in 
sales tax revenue. The jump in sales tax has 
helped Leander put 25 percent of its budget 
in reserve, something it did not have as re-
cently as three years ago. Johnson attributes 
the spike to Leander’s commercial growth 
throughout the city, not just the Gateway 
development.

“H-E-B is part of it. Lowe’s is part of it. 
There are a lot of small things that have 
gone in also like the Subway over on Bag-
dad. With Kohl’s you get a big number at 
one time; otherwise, it is small but it keeps 
growing. That 18 percent is due to every-
thing in town, everything.”

With the average value of a house in Wil-
liamson County rising to $189,936 com-
pared to $173,521 last year, homeowners 
will still see a rise in taxes despite the tax 
rate dropping half a penny to $0.602590. 
Johnson attributed the drop to the growth 
of the city and an efficient budget.

“I budget conservatively on the revenue 
side, and then I budget conservatively on 
the expenditure side,” Johnson said. “Then 
if we come out with any to boot, we can all 
go back and ask for our part of that.” 

FY 2008-09 $0.602590
FY 2007-08 $0.607591
FY 2006-07  $0.598291
FY 2005-06  $0.556630
FY 2004-05  $0.558450

FY 2008-09  $0.489001
FY 2007-08  $0.508070
FY 2006-07  $0.518070
FY 2005-06  $0.518070
FY 2004-05  $0.468070

AvERAgE HOME PRICE
$162,182
AvERAgE HOUSEHOLD 
 TAx bILL
$4,129.30

� e NeuroScience 
Center

IN CEDAR PARK

Call us today for 
an appointment!
512.259.8880

Specializing in:
Nerve & Muscle Disorders
Headaches
Epilepsy
Sleep Disorders
Dementia & Movement Disorders
Pain
And much more!

George B. Creel, M.D.

Round Rock Independent School District tax rate: $1.33
Austin Independent School District tax rate: $1.20

other area tax rates: City of Austin tax rate: $0.401
Travis County tax rate: $0.4122
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Providing Thoughtful Care for Our Community, Always.

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center’s Bariatric Weight Loss Surgery Program is here to help 

our patients change their lives. Experienced in surgical weight loss procedures, our bariatric surgeons can help 

you gain confidence and knowledge as you discover a whole new YOU!  

If you’re more than 100 pounds over your ideal weight, join Nicole Basa, M.D., and Alan Abando, M.D.,  

for a seminar to learn more about your weight loss options. To register, please call us today at 260-3444.

1 4 0 1  M e d i c a l  P a r k w a y  •  C e d a r  P a r k  •  ( 5 1 2 )  5 2 8 - 7 0 0 0  •  w w w . c e d a r p a r k r e g i o n a l . c o m

WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY CAN 

change your life.

37839_CEDA_10x13_2875_4C.indd   1 9/2/08   3:25:33 PM
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neiGHborHooD    DininG
Moody’S cafÉ • leandeR

Moody’s café
309 n. uS 183 • leander

260-6300
www.moodyscafe.com

Sun. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Wed.-Thu. 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Fri.-Sat. 8 a.m.-9 p.m.
Kay and Wayne Mueller

Moody’s may be a recent addition to 
Leander, but its history dates back to 

the early 1900s. Third-generation Leander 
resident Kay Mueller, formerly Kay Wiley, 
attributes the café’s name to a time when 
everyone knew everyone else in Leander.

“[The locals] used to say, ‘Let’s go over 
to Moody’s,’” Kay said. Moody was her 
grandfather’s name. 

Kay said her grandparents never let 
anyone go home hungry, and she and her 
husband, 16-year Leander resident Wayne 
Mueller, are continuing that tradition with 
their restaurant. 

Wayne’s son, Curtis Mueller, a graduate 
of the Texas Culinary Academy working at 
The Belmont in downtown Austin, helped 
craft Moody’s menu. The menu, which the 
owners say is a work-in-progress, has a 
variety of sandwiches, salads and coffees, 
while a blackboard menu hangs at the 
front of the restaurant featuring daily spe-
cials, including their famous quiche.

“Our quiche is the best quiche this side 
of Leander,” jokes Wayne, adding that it’s 
the only place in Leander to get a slice. 

The café has an herb garden growing 
beside the parking lot that Kay gardens for 

Moody’s dishes, while a large, covered patio 
often features live music on weekends. 

Inside, an oversized chessboard greets vis-
itors next to a sign inviting guests to take a 
seat wherever they would like, while shelves 
in the center of the café display games to 
play while waiting, such as Connect Four 
and Monopoly. The back room, aptly named 
“The Gathering Place,” can be rented for pri-
vate parties. The Muellers also cater events, 
creating menus specifically for the occasion. 
Local artist Katherine Uitz painted rural-
themed art hanging on the walls. 

Despite my dietary limitations, I found 
several things on the menu to choose 
from, settling on a grilled cheese sand-
wich ($3.65), which comes made to order. 
I chose provolone cheese on sourdough 
bread. The fresh bread, which the Muellers 
order from the New World Bakery in Kyle, 
made a classic sandwich stand out.

Horseradish and potato soup ($2.95) 
began the meal, delighting my companion’s 
and my senses with warmth and aroma. 
The soup, tasting much like a baked potato 
with a sharp bite, made a memorable 
impression. We also tried the quiche and 
Reuben sandwich ($6.90). Piled high with 
meat, the Reuben was made of prime 
corned beef stacked on slices of marbled 
rye with Swiss cheese, sauerkraut and 
a homemade dressing. The feta tomato 
basil quiche ($6.35 with a small salad) 
had a tempting flaky crust — difficult to 

turn down. Sandwiches were served with 
a choice of macaroni salad or slaw and a 
pickle spear. 

For dessert, we tried the mouthwater-
ing Chocolate Eruption ($4.75), a creamy 
chocolate cake filled with chunks of cheese-
cake topped with shaved chocolate.

Moody’s also has a dinner menu that 
features steak and seafood. 

MooDy’S EVENTS
• Moody’s Sunday Brunch is from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Each plate includes three sides and a juice 
and coffee bar. Choose from any of its brunch 
items, including steak and eggs, trout, savory 
or sweet crepes, omelet plate, eggs Benedict 
and eggs Florentine.
• Live music is on Fridays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 7-9 p.m.

n

South St.

Moody’s Café

183

2243

old 2243

Your neighborhood wireless store

  CelluCenter
Premium Retailer

www.cellucenter.com

Novatel
USB727

 
Moto 
W755

Buy One Get Two Free*

2GB 
Memory

Card

 Nation’s Most 
Reliable Wireless Network 

Wherever you go let the

take you surfing.

Lakeline Mall
Located downstairs in the mall

between Zales and Dillards
512-506-8248

by tiffany young

Mon -Thurs 8 am - 10 pm
Fri & Sat 8 am - midnight

Private Parties on Sundays

Hourly Drop-In Childcare
Ages 6 wks - 12 yrs

14010 North Hwy. 183, Ste. 535
Austin, TX 78717

512.258.PLAY 
www.wannaplayplaycare.com

Mini Indoor Basketball Court

Makoto Sports Arena

Video Gaming Room

Movie Theater

Karaoke

Toddler Toys

Sensory Table & Crafts

Dance Dance Revolution

Dress Up/Play Kitchen

Enclosed NurseryHourly Drop-In Childcare

Take PAIN 
Management

Central Texas Pain Institute

Into Your 
Own 

Hands

Vivek Mahendru, M.D.

• Pain Management Services 
• Interventional Pain & Spine Care
• Behavioral Health Services

(512) 485-7200
www.centraltexaspaininstitute.com

Austin
Bastrop

Georgetown
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hometown: Liberty Hill
education: Described his education as  “a 
Ph.D. in the 9/11 truths”
occupation: Master craftsman
political background: Candidate for 
Liberty Hill ISD school board in 2004 and
Texas governor in 2006 
contact: 515-0229
jimdillon@sbcglobal.net

Q. Why should people vote for you?
A. Because I’m of the attitude that a fight is necessary. There 
are a lot of candidates who would like to do well and solve 
some of the issues and problems that face us, but without the 
passionate commitment to an actual fight — and I’m talking 
in terms of fight for our survival, [like] the fight our soldiers 
are in and the fight poor people are in every day for their very 
existence and survival. I’m committed to that level and to 
solving problems that face our country because I have young 
daughters who are going to be impacted by these problems if 
we don’t solve them now.

Q. What is your platform and why?
A. As a candidate for the Democratic Party, I’m supposed 
to adhere to their platform by and large. But I stray from 
it in the most important areas, which irritates them. My 
platform consists generally of personal liberties, individual 
freedoms, because our country was founded on the notion 
that independence and rugged individualism were what was 
required to win the West and survive under harsh conditions. 
Defeat the British, defeat Mexico, defeat the Indians — that 
was more of a genocide thing. The official formal platform of 
the Democratic Party includes a love of abortion, wide open 

borders and uncontrolled spending, extraordinary rights for 
homosexuals and pretty much unrestricted drug use. So in those 
areas, my platform is uniquely customized to myself in that I 
have my own deeply held convictions on what the solutions 
need to be. In general, the two most important issues to me are 
the Second Amendment — gun rights — and ending abortion. 

Q. What prompted you to be associated with the 
Democratic Party even though you don’t agree with 
some of their positions?
A. They’re the underdogs in Texas. They’re the underdogs in 
Williamson County, which is where District 20 primarily is. 
The Democratic Party is only a label — not even a good fitting 
label. The Republican Party is not the solution. My association 
with the Democratic Party is very limited. They’ve disowned me 
100 percent officially. The leadership of the party has ostracized 
me and ignored me to the point of invisibility. It doesn’t hurt 
my feelings at all. I needed a position on the ballot, and the 
Republican Party already had their candidate, a three-term 
incumbent. I could have run against him in the primary, but it 
would have been futile. I needed the Democratic Party, and they 
need me and candidates like me in order to mount a winning 
campaign for office and literally to save America. 

hometown: Austin
education: Bachelor’s in agriculture 
economics, Texas A&M University; Juris 
Doctor, South Texas College of Law
occupation: Small business owner
political background: First elected as 
District 20 representative in 2002, 
re-elected in 2004
contact: 868-5400
dangattis@dangattis.org

hometown: Cedar Park
education: Bachelor’s in education, 
University of North Texas; master’s in 
education, University of Houston-Clear Lake
occupation: Government teacher at 
Cedar Park High School
political background: First-time candidate
contact: 350-9159
ccwroo@academicplanet.com

Q. What would your priorities be for the 
81st session?
A. Some of the main things that are a concern to my 
constituents are appraisal district reform and property tax 
reform. I’m serving on a select committee to address and 
deal with those things. We’re going to have to come up with 
a package of changes for how we deal with [them] from a 
transparency and accountability standpoint. 

Q. How would those changes come about?
A. I think the appraisal district board of directors should 
be elected positions the way our commissioners and 
constables are elected. The appraisal board of directors 
does three things: sets the budget for the appraisal district, 
hires the chief appraiser and sets basic policy guidelines 
for the appraisal district. It is not the board that deals 
with the review process. If taxpayers’ concerns were not 
being addressed or if there was an incorrect technique [in 
appraising] or if they just felt they were being treated rudely, 
then there would be someone accountable to the voters. 
Some of the people who talk against that say, “That’s putting 

Q. Why should people vote for you?
A. I think people should vote for me to send a message to 
the two major parties in Texas. That message is: “You’re more 
concerned about being re-elected and being a Republican or 
a Democrat than doing what’s best for the people of Texas.” I 
really feel that this needs to change and that people need to 
start putting people in office who reflect that feeling.

Q. What is your platform and why?
A. There are three things I’m focusing on. I’m focusing on 
education because I’m a teacher, and I was in business for 20 
years, so I’ve kind of seen both sides of the coin here. Our 
education system in the United States and in Texas is, at the 
very best, mediocre. We have more than enough money. It 
is just so grossly misused, it is not getting to where it needs 
to be spent. We need to have competition and choice for 
parents and students. We need to reward our teachers and 
get rid of the bad ones. Communism, I think, is how they 
based the pay system for teachers. It’s based on how long 
you’ve taught, not on how good you are or how many hours 
you’ve taught or what you’ve achieved. 

politics into the appraisal process.” The people who select those 
positions now are the taxing districts. So the people who are 
getting the money get to select them but the people paying the 
money do not. That doesn’t make sense.

On the property tax side, I don’t know of anybody who 
doesn’t want their home to increase in value; it’s the biggest 
asset most of us have. Then why do we get upset when the 
appraisal goes up? Because it means an automatic increase 
in our taxes — but it shouldn’t. If the appraisals of a property 
increase 20 percent, shouldn’t the tax rate decrease 20 percent? 
If it doesn’t, that means that taxing entity has raised your taxes. 
Instead, what happens is appraisals increase 20 percent, they 
cut the rate 5 percent and say, “We cut your taxes.” No, you 
didn’t. You raised it 15 percent. That’s not transparency, and 
that’s not accountability. We have to fix that part of the system 
so that if appraisals go up, the tax rate must go down the same 
amount. If a [taxing entity] says, “We need more money from 
you this year than we did last year,” they ought to have to take 
a vote that says, “We’re raising your taxes, and here’s why.” Just 
tell me what you’re doing and why you’re doing it.
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Second is taxes. We pay imbedded taxes: your driver’s license 
is a tax, your safety inspection sticker on your car is a tax, your 
license renewal for your car [is a tax]. [There was a] property 
tax decrease last year. Well, they turned around and raised the 
value of the houses so much that, yeah, you’re paying a lower 
percentage, but you’re paying almost the same thing in property 
taxes that you were before. 

The last thing is less government and government that 
is responsive to the people. I’m tired of going in to renew a 
driver’s license, get a vehicle registration sticker or go protest 
my property tax and be[ing] treated like I’m their employee or 
a criminal or whatever. Do you wait in line for two hours when 
you go to renew your driver’s license? Do you wait for anything 
in free enterprise for two hours? We need competition and we 
need free businesses handling these [governmental functions, 
where] they’re rewarded for doing a good job and they’re 
penalized for doing a bad job.

Q. Why did you get into politics?
A. There was no choice on the ballot. There’s a Democrat 
candidate and a Republican candidate, and I’m really fed up with 
both parties. 

interVieWs by Mark Collins and kara Vaught

For extended interviews, visit more.impactnews.com/1439.
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PEC

which made loans available to rural residents for the estab-
lishment of cooperatives. These member-owned, tax-pay-
ing, not-for-profit entities were responsible for bringing 
power to areas with populations too sparse to be profitable 
for investor-owned electricity companies to serve. PEC 
was formed 70 years ago and is now the largest electric co-
operative in the United States.
Leadership and policy changes

In addition to a general manager, a board of directors 
governs PEC: seven have a vote and seven are non-voting 
advisers. There are also provisions for directors at large. 
Eight board members left office within the last year — 
three resigned, four did not seek re-election and one lost 
a bid for re-election. Bennie Fuelberg, who had a 35-year 
tenure as general manager, retired in November.

In February, PEC hired Juan Garza as PEC general man-
ager. He was formerly general manager of Austin Energy, 
the city-owned electricity provider. 

When he was hired, Garza told co-op members he in-
tended to build on PEC’s strengths while focusing on mak-
ing it a more open and accountable organization.

That process included revising board of director benefits 
and compensation. PEC no longer pays for health, dental 
and life insurance for board members and dependents. In 
2007, average benefits per board member totaled $11,200. 
Also, the board is now compensated for only one meeting 
per day; in the past, they received fees for multiple meet-
ings on the same day. Most board members have employ-
ment outside their PEC duties.

The changes continued in June with an election. Rather 
than the decades-old practice known as the proxy system, 
which often kept the same people in director positions for 
years, PEC bylaws were changed to allow every member of 
the co-op to vote in board of director elections either on-

classification                      Service availability     energy charge 
                                                 charge
Residential and farm/ranch For individually metered 
residences, farms, ranches and their facilities  

Small power For commercial and industrial members whose 
demand is less than 75 kilowatts and whose use is not covered by 
another specific rate schedule   

Large power For commercial and industrial members whose 
demand is 75 kilowatts but less than 10,000 kilowatts and whose use is 
not covered by another specific rate schedule  

Renewable power Applicable to members choosing to purchase 
electricity generated by 100 percent renewable energy sources 

Interconnection backup Applicable to members with small 
power production equipment such as solar panels

$20 per month

$35 per month

$525 per month

As per the otherwise 
applicable tariff

$20 per month

$0.10678 per kwh
 

$0.09868 per kwh

Primary $0.08958; secondary 
$0.09298 per kwh

Per the otherwise applicable 
tariff, plus $0.005 per kwh

$0.10678 per kwh

Residential

commercial
Austin Energy breaks commercial customers into several categories with 
varying rates

$6 per month Nov. - April: $0.0355 per kwh 
for the first 500 kwh, $0.0602 
per kwh over 500 kwh; May - 
Oct.: $0.0355 per kwh for the 
first 500 kwh, $0.0782 per kwh 
over 500 kwh

Varies from $0.0464 per kwh 
Nov. - April and $0.0644 per 
kwh May - Oct. to $12.60 per 
kwh

General service 

commercial service

Large power 

$17.50 per month

Single-phase: $22.50 per 
month; three-phase: $45 
per month

$100 per meter per month 
plus demand charge

$0.080353 per kwh

$0.083270 per kwh

$0.060907 per kwh

(Serves 14 Texas counties, including portions of Travis, 
Williamson and Hays)

Pedernales Electric

classification                      Service availability     energy charge 
                                                 charge

classification                      Service availability     energy charge 
                                                 charge

kwh = kilowatt-hour

• On-site X-ray, Lab, and EKG
• Most health plans accepted
• Physician staff ed
• No appointment needed

Brushy Creek Rd

Avery Ranch Blvd

Parm
er   Ln

1431

www.austinurgentcare.com
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8a.m. - 8p.m. • Sun. 9a.m. - 5p.m. • 10625 Parmer Lane, Suite D400

512.733.9400

Health care when you need it!

512.733.9400

Varies from $6 per month 
to $0.018 per kilowatt hour

Austin Energy*

Bluebonnet Electric Cooperative

*See www.austinenergy.com for Austin Energy’s GreenChoice and interconnection programs.

Specialized
Skin Care

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certi ed Dermatologist

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Licensed Aesthetician

Treatment of Skin, Hair & Nail Disorders • Skin Cancer Prevention & Treatment

The Aesthetic Center at Lone Star Dermatology
Skin Rejuvenation • Microdermabrasion • Laser Hair Removal 

Photofacial / IPL • Botox® • Fillers • Chemical Peels

Kelly Webb
Certi ed Physician Assistant

1401 Medical Parkway • Bldg. B, Suite 300 • Cedar Park, TX 78613

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Certi ed Physician Assistant

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com
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Interconnection: Hooking up solar panels to PEC’s grid

Inverter 
(converts DC, 

or battery 
power, to AC, 
or alternating 

current power)

Distributor 
panel

line or by mail. Also, an independent company now con-
ducts the elections. 

Five board positions were on the ballot, and five new di-
rectors were elected. Three directors not up for re-election 
resigned in July. A committee is considering whether to fill 
or eliminate those positions.

At its meeting Aug. 18, the board approved another 
change: an open meetings and open records policy. That 
night, newly elected director Patrick Cox said he expects 
the legislature to address transparency and accountability 
in electric co-ops, and, therefore, it is essential PEC put a 
policy in place. In June, Garza and PEC members gave tes-
timony at a hearing about electric co-ops convened by the 
congressional Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform in Washington, D.C.
up in the air

With the discovery of more than half a million dollars 

in a bank account that listed former general manager Fu-
elberg and former president Bud Burnett as signatories, 
PEC moved to form a new board for Texland, a subsidiary 
company and partnership with Bluebonnet Electric Coop-
erative. Approval for Texland’s planned power plants was 
denied more than 25 years ago, effectively killing the com-
pany, but not all of its assets were dissolved. 

Cox, newly elected Texland treasurer, said he is dissatis-
fied with the records the new board has received from the 
bank where the money was held, adding he intends to fully 
investigate the financial history of the company. 

“The Texland board believes that we are rightfully en-
titled to recover interest on this Texland account from the 
day it was established in 1986 to the present,” Cox said at 
a Sept. 11 meeting. “According to our calculations, we are 
looking at roughly $1 million in interest that we’re seeking 
to recover, along with court costs.”

The Texland board is now pursuing legal action to that end.
Sources and rates

PEC purchases power from the Lower Colorado River 
Authority, which generates electricity through a coal-fired 
power plant, three gas-fired plants, six hydroelectric dams 
and wind power facilities in West Texas.

In July, PEC’s rate increased $0.10678 per kilowatt-hour 
to compensate for a LCRA rate hike. The LCRA will again 
raise its prices in October. Almost 40 percent of LCRA’s 
power is generated by gas plants, which have been affected 
by the overall rise in oil prices. 

An independent third party is in the process of a com-
plete PEC rate and fee study. When the results are available, 
the board will re-evaluate its rate structure. PEC members 
can use an interactive tool to analyze their homes’ energy 
efficiency and find money-saving tips on the PEC Home 
Energy Center page at www.pec.coop.

PEC offers interconnection backup service to members 
who opt to install solar panels to generate electricity 

for their home. They purchase electricity at a rate of about 
10 cents per kilowatt-hour. If their solar panels generate 
more electricity than they use, PEC credits the member’s 
account at a rate of about 5 cents per kilowatt-hour. 

Leander resident Paul Breaux became a PEC member 
for the co-op’s interconnection service after being off the 

power grid for more than 12 years.
Breaux and his family live in a 

home he designed that uses solar 
panels, batteries, architecture and 
other features to maximize energy 
efficiency.

“It’s much more cost effective to reduce your en-
ergy needs through better design,” he said. “Once you’ve 

reduced your demand, you can come in and 
buy solar panels.”

Shaunda Sansing of Texas Solar Power Com-
pany, an Austin company Breaux uses, said so-
lar panel systems range from $7,000  for a 127 

kwh-producing setup to $44,000 for a system 
capable of producing 765 kwh.

High-voltage lines Sub station utility pole home solar panels

Helping families build happy, healthy lives.

Doug Falke DC
512.260.8558
drdoug@liveoakchiropractic.com

651 N US Hwy 183 Suite 155
Leander, TX 78641
Located by HEB Plus

Complimentary
Exam/

Consultation
Expires 10/17/08
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ARCHITECTURE
We manage your project from design to occupancy.
mwilliams@slrdesigninc.com

DEVELOPMENT
We manage all aspects of developing your new facility while you 
concentrate on running your business.
srudd@slrdesigninc.com  •  ccunningham@slrdesigninc.com

BUILT ON RELATIONSHIPS
     

13450 Research Blvd.    Corner of Anderson Mill & Hwy 183    Next to Starbucks

512-836-7200
www.rebathoftraviscounty.com

October 4th, 9AM to 6PM

$800 off
a bathroom remodel

1 Day only, up to

Gas Cards
just for coming

Register to win FREE

183

620Anderson Mill Rd.

Lake Creek Pkwy.

Great Valley Dr.

Take  
any store purchase over $50

Take 
any store purchase over $100
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community     corriDor
paRk StReet: toll 183a to viSta Ridge Blvd. 

Park St.

1 Ronald Reagan Elementary 
broke ground in August and is the 
district’s 22nd elementary school. 
The 112,000 sq. ft. school will have 
the same basic floorplan as West-
side Elementary, located in the 
Westside Preserve neighborhood, 
with some modifications. Parkland 
will be located on the west side of 
the property. Leander ISD projects 
811 students will attend Reagan 
when it opens for the 2009-2010 
school year.

A new agricultural center is being 
built for Vista Ridge High School. 
The 16,500 sq. ft. building will be 
completed by the end of Septem-
ber. VRHS has been sharing Cedar 
Park High School’s agricultural 
center, and the new addition al-
lows each LISD high school to have 
its own center. The building will 
include workshop rooms, storage 
areas and pens for the animals.

The VRHS performing arts center 
is designed as a 400-seat audito-
rium. The center will take 13 to15 
months to complete, and the 
district is currently waiting on ap-
proval from the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality. Addi-
tional parking spaces will be added 
to the area. The center is funded 
by the 2006 bond package and is 
expected to open by spring 2010. 

Vista Ridge High School
Principal: Paul Johnson
Address: 200 S. Vista Ridge Blvd.
Opened: 2003
Number of students: 1,952

Henry Middle School
Principal: David Ellis
Address: 100 N. Vista Ridge Blvd.
Opened: 2002
Number of students: 1,220

The school board is discussing 
the details of the regional sta-
dium planned for this site. Part of 
the bleachers are planned to be 
incorporated into the hillside on 
the property. The school board is 
still discussing the number of seats 
for the stadium, which will be more 
than 9,000, but not more than A.C. 
Bible’s 10,000. 
The regional stadium is funded 
through the 2007 bond pack-
age. The bond package wording 
requires the stadium be completed 
by 2011. However, due to rising 
construction costs, the school 
board is considering a 2010 open-
ing date. No decision has been 
made on the completion timeline. 
Decisions regarding the timing 
of construction, seating and final 
design will be made in the next six 
months.

With 33 campuses serving 200 
square miles, Leander ISD is one 
of the fastest growing districts in 
Texas and the nation. More than 
28,000 students were enrolled in 
LISD schools at the beginning of 
September, and more than 2,000 
of those students were new to the 
district. LISD added 156 teach-
ers and four new campuses — 
one new high school and three 
elementary schools — this year. 
September’s corridor highlights 
additional projects the school dis-
trict has in progress around Park 
Street to improve its services to 
the students and the community. 

School district
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other stadium news:
• A.C. Bible Jr. – Memorial Stadium 
will be completely rebuilt following 
the final game of the 2008 season 

3
4

5

6

Creek Vista Blvd.

Vista Ridge Blvd.

vRhS  agricultural center

2

creekview neighborhood

8

Buffington Signature Homes is 
building 35 homesites in Forest 
oaks. Construction began in April 
and is expected to last two years. 
Prices range from $260,000s-
$360,000s. Buffington Signature 
Homes is a privately held com-
pany based in Austin and main-
tains a focus in Austin and the 
surrounding areas. 

creekview is a new D.R. Horton 
neighborhood that began con-
struction in January. Construction 
is expected to last for at least 
three years. Prices range from 
the $180,000s-$200,000s in this 
240-home community. The pool 
and amenity center are still under 
construction and will be ready for 
summer 2009.

Silverado Ranch is a kB home 
neighborhood. With 50 different 
floorplans available, prices range 
from the $160,000s-$300,000s. 
Construction on the 500 homes-
ites began in March 2005. Comple-
tion is expected by the end of next 
year. Amenities include a commu-
nity center, pool and parks.

Currently known as Arterial A, 
the new road will connect Park 
Street and Brushy Creek Road. The 
school district conducted a traffic 
study in order to minimize the 
traffic impact on the surrounding 
community. The road has been 
designed, but not yet named. The 
district anticipates construction to 
be completed when Ronald Rea-
gan Elementary opens next year.

Tentatively named Vista Ridge 
Park Center, this 6.5-acre site will 
include a mix of retail and of-
fice space. Current plans call for 
division of the land into four lots, 
with approximately 41,500 sq. ft. 
of retail space and 18,000 sq. ft. of 
office space. Design and engineer-
ing of the project will take six to 
eight months. Construction will 
begin in phases when each proj-
ect phase is 30-40 percent leased. 
Contact Pohl, Brown & Associates 
at 694-9400 for more information. 

Commercial
11

11

or after playoffs as needed. In No-
vember, crews will begin dismantling 
the stadium. The rebuilt stadium 
will have 10,000 seats, which will be 
ready for the 2009 football season. 
The stadium will keep its name, 
which memorializes the service-
men who have died protecting our 
country.

• A third district stadium is planned 
for high school number five, Vandeg-
rift High School. The stadium will be 
built with 5,000 seats with the ability 
to expand up to 7,000 seats. The 
stadium is expected to open for the 
2009 football season.
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transportation     upDate
aRea Road pRojectS

 Main Street - cedar park
To provide better access to the city’s new recre-
ation center, Main Street in the Cedar Park Town 
Center will be extended from Cherry Creek Lane 
to Discovery Boulevard. The project consists of 
one 24-foot wide pavement section with two lanes 
that will later be expanded to a four-lane road with 
a raised median. Construction began in August 
and is expected to be complete in January 2009.

 Brushy creek Road (toll 183a 
to parmer lane) - cedar park
Designs call for Brushy Creek Road to be widened 
from the existing two-lane undivided roadway to 
a four-lane divided roadway with a raised median.  
Construction on the project is estimated to begin 
in February 2009 and should reach completion in 
February 2011.

            cypress creek Road / uS 183 
intersection - cedar park
A right-turn lane from eastbound Cypress Creek 
Road to southbound US 183 and the lengthening 
of the westbound left turn lane to southbound US 
183 will go under construction in December 2008.  
The northbound US 183 right-turn lane to east-
bound Cypress Creek Road/Brushy Creek Road is 
included in the project as well. The project should 
be completed by March 2009.
 
            RM 1431 / Lakeline Blvd. intersection - 
cedar park
This project consists of the construction of a right-
turn lane from southbound Lakeline Boulevard to 

westbound FM 1431. Construction is estimated 
to begin in December 2008 with an anticipated 
completion date of March 2009.

 fM 1431 - cedar park
Realignment of FM 1431 between Trails End Road 
and Vista Oaks Drive is on schedule and should be 
completed by August 2009. Asphalt paving work is 
continuing, and all utilities have been moved.

 east crystal falls parkway - leander
Plans are complete for phase one of the East Crystal 
Falls Parkway project that will transform the road-
way from a two-lane road into a four-lane, divided 
roadway from US 183 to Ronald Reagan Boulevard. 
Construction is not expected to start until January 
2009. Phase two of the project calls for traffic lights 
at CR 271 and Ronald Reagan Boulevard and will 
be funded by a grant from the Texas Department of 
Transportation to the city. There is no timeline for 
phase two.

 Bagdad Road - Leander
Design is 99.5 percent complete, and the city of 
Leander is in the final stages of acquiring the right 
of way to expand Bagdad Road to a five lane road-
way north of Old FM 2243. The project includes 
intersection improvements at the convergence of 
Bagdad Road and Old FM 2243 to allow traffic to 
pass through more quickly. City Engineer Wayne 
Watts said the city hopes to pair the project with 
the East Crystal Falls Parkway project to save 
money on the bidding process. Construction will 
likely begin in January 2009.

Parm
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Lakeline Blvd.

183
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New Hope   Dr.
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creek Rd.

Bagdad Rd.

by Mark Collins

Brushy creek Rd.
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roaD    test by tonya kerr

Move over, Speed Racer! I now 
understand the thrills of hugging 

curves and hills around Central Texas 
after test driving the 2008 Infiniti G35 
Sport and mastering the skill of “riding-
on-rails, mom-style.”

On the very first drive around the 
neighborhood in this luxury sport 
sedan, my husband, my kids and I were 
shocked by the transformation of my 
driving skills. This G35 had a powerful 
3.5-liter V6 (306-horsepower) engine, 
and with little effort on my part, the car 
had amazing thrust.

I later found out that this little 
surprise is what Infiniti calls the “Ac-
celeration Swell,” which is basically a 
redesign of conventional acceleration 
that typically peaks and falls off when 
you shift. Infiniti’s burst of power lasts 
into the next shift and makes you feel 
like you are flying, even when driving 
just 35 miles per hour. My car’s manual 
transmission was equipped with a short-
shifter, which put the car in gear even 
more quickly. That meant the rush was 
building faster the faster we went, and 
everyone in the car could feel the thrill.

With that, we needed more road, so 
we quickly zipped along to IH 35, and 
I shifted my way through all six gears, 
carefully (and lawfully) changing lanes 
alongside the fastest cars on the road. Ev-
erything behind the wheel of this car felt 
powerful, from the heavier clutch to the 
tight steering, which seemed to anticipate 
my slightest turns. The bright red exterior 
only added to the illusion that Mom was 
successfully driving a real sports car.

The G35 sedan series is available in 
four models: base, Journey, Sport and 
xAWD. My Sport model’s base price 
was $32,400, but additional packages 
like Premium ($2,500) and Naviga-
tion ($2,150) added to the sticker price, 
which totaled $37,765.

A few of the cool tech options in these 
two packages included a moonroof, Bose 
sound system with an iPod interface and a 
compact flash slot for MP3 files along with 
a 9.3GB hard drive for storing music and 
ripping CDs. The hands-free Bluetooth 
phone system complemented the real-time 

AUSTIN INFINITI

traffic information with a touch-screen, 
3-D navigation system. Even the rearview 
camera was equipped with graphics to let 
me know where I would soon be going as I 
turned the wheel.

The G35 Sport was sleek, but not too 
flashy. Inside, it was roomy and packed 
with plenty of luxuries like keyless entry 
and heated/cooled seats. My kids (and 
even a couple of neighbors) were actual-
ly volunteering to ride along on errands! 
And although I surprised everyone with 
my decision to take it on a family camp-
ing trip, once the trunk was packed with 
all our gear (even two Razor scooters), 
we couldn’t wait to hit the road.

Had my husband come along, I’m sure 
he would have laughed at our exhilara-
tion over taking a curve on a windy road 
around Lake Buchanan at 50 miles per 
hour. To the kids and me, however, it felt 
amazing. We’re used to slowing down 
around a bend in our family SUV, not 
accelerating into each and every turn.  

The drive turned out to be just as mem-
orable as the s’mores and the encounter 
with a sleepy rattlesnake. We’re still talk-
ing about it. And while my lack of sports 
car driving expertise should have cost 
me dearly at the gas pump, the G35 Sport 
consistently averaged about 20 miles per 
gallon both on the road trip and around 
the city. (The EPA average is 17 mpg in 
the city and 24 mpg on the highway.)

For a family-sized sedan, this rear-
wheel drive sports car was impressive 
and packed plenty of muscle, luxury and 
economy. While I never had the guts to 
test Infiniti’s claims that the car goes from 
0 to 60 mph in just 6.2 seconds, I’ll take 
their word for it. Pushing my own enve-
lope — with my kids safely buckled into 
the backseat — was exciting enough, and 
I’ll remember the thrills of the 2008 In-
finiti G35 Sport for many years to come.

Infiniti G35 Sport

Austin Infiniti
8140 Burnet Road 
Austin 
454-9489 
www.austininfiniti.com 
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Austin Infiniti Burnet Rd.

W. Anderson Ln.

$16,999
Starting at

+TT&L
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MPG

EST. HWY.

0%
APR Financing
Available*

**

**

**

2008 Suzuki Grand Vitara

1. © AutoPacific, Inc. Ideal Vehicle Award for 2007. 2. Homelink is a registered trademark of Johnson Controls, Inc. 3. Model comparisons based on manufacturers’ 
Web sites as of 04/08. 4. MSRP does not include taxes or government fees. 5. 100,000-mile/7-year powertrain limited warranty. RAV4, Escape and CR-V are registered 
trademarks. © American Suzuki Motor Corporation 2008. Suzuki, the “S” logo, and Suzuki model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®.  MSRP $20,539 - $3,000 
customer cash rebate to dealer - $540 dealer discount = $16,999. *With approved credit in lieu of any other offers. **Optional feature available.  Offer ends 9-30-08. 
Picture for illustration only.

Hwy. 1431 just east of Parmer Lane
512-259-6600 • www.cleobaysuzuki.com
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Now off ering these services:
   • Traditional Hemodialysis
   • Home Hemodialysis
   • Peritoneal Dialysis (PD)

For more information call

512-259-1329
Open  Monday, Wednesday & Friday

6:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
1201 N. Lakeline Blvd., Suite 100 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

FM 1431

Lakeline B
lvd.

B
agdad Rd.

Fresenius Medical Care resenius Medical Care 

NowNow
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B
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• Single use Dialyzers 

• State of the art equipment

• Individual Entertainment System

• Best Quality Outcome

FrF

clinics.sw.org

Everyone is welcome at Scott & White.
Scott & White is committed to providing the best and most accessible healthcare to
Central Texans of all ages. That’s why our clinics’ doors are open wider now in Cedar
Park, Cedar Park West, Georgetown, Georgetown Central, Hutto, Pflugerville, Taylor
and Wells Branch. These expanded locations allow you and your family convenient
access to Scott & White physicians and connect you to the expertise of our specialists
at the University Medical Campus in Round Rock.

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

YOU

ARE
COVERED

Scott & White Clinics
CEDAR PARK

CEDAR PARK WEST

GEORGETOWN

GEORGETOWN CENTRAL

HUTTO

PFLUGERVILLE

TAYLOR

WELLS BRANCH
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FIND HEART DISEASE BEFORE IT FINDS YOU.
HeartSaver CT is a fast, painless and powerful screening tool that 
can uncover heart disease years before there’s even a symptom. 
It only takes minutes. And right now, it’s just $199. To learn more 
about the HeartSaver CT, visit hearthospitalofaustin.com. To  
purchase a gift certificate or to schedule an appointment for 
yourself, call 512-407-SAVE or 877-535-3534.
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County announces Hwy. 29 alignment
Williamson County commissioners Valerie Covey, 

precinct three, and Cynthia Long, precinct two, released 
a five-part plan Sept. 4 to improve transportation in the 
county after four months of public input on the future 
expansion of Hwy. 29.

The commissioners said they heard residents’ urging to 
make the current Hwy. 29 facility last as long as possible 
and, when expansion becomes necessary, to make the 
footprint of the wider road smaller, with the least impact 
on existing homes and businesses.

From several route options, the commissioners selected 
the southern bypass alignment from the Burnet County 
line to Ronald Reagan Boulevard. Hwy. 29 cannot be ex-
panded on the existing road in that area due to engineer-
ing and environmental concerns, including historical sites 
such as the Bryson Stagecoach, they said.

“The goal of all of this was to minimize the impact on 
people and businesses,” Long said. “[This route] has the 
lowest possible number of people impacted. We couldn’t 
get the number down to zero.”

From west of D.B. Wood Road to Ronald Reagan, the 
commissioners chose the combination alignment.

Long and Covey said the road will not be expanded 
until needed — estimating more than 15 years before 
construction would begin.

The county will begin negotiations with willing land-
owners along the alignment route after the first of the year. 

“We aren’t going to use condemnation or eminent 
domain,” Long said. “This will be only with willing sellers, 
and we’ll have options including leasebacks and option 
periods.”

Funds for land purchases will come from the 2006 Bond 
Program and would require approval from the commis-
sioners’ court. However, Long said the bulk of purchases 
will be made with funds from future road bond programs, 
which are approved or rejected by public vote.

In response to residents’ concern with the proposed 
400-foot right of way, the footprint of the expansion was 
scaled back to 300 feet. That figure includes the existing 
road, which varies in width from about 180 to 200 feet.

“We’ve heard people say they don’t want a 10- or 12-
lane road, and that’s not what we’re proposing,” Covey 

said. “What we’re looking at is four through lanes with 
no traffic lights and frontage roads for local traffic. You’d 
much rather pull out from a neighborhood onto a front-
age road than the highway.”

To funnel traffic off Hwy. 29 in the near term, the 
commissioners will produce a road improvement plan to 
expand and upgrade existing facilities including CR 200, 
CR 279, CR 214 and FM 3405. The plan will be incorpo-
rated into the updated long-range transportation plan that 
is currently being developed. It will likely be submitted to 
the commissioners’ court for approval early in 2009.

Last, Covey and Long will create a community-based 
safety and mobility task force within the next 30 days to 
examine and recommend ways to improve overall trans-
portation on Hwy. 29. The group will include representa-
tives from the Texas Department of Transportation, Wil-
liamson County, local school districts, law enforcement 
and first responders.

www.impactnews.com
• disCuss this story And find links to relAted websites And 
stories At more.impACtnews.Com/1803

City of Liberty Hill

29

1869

183

Hwy. 29 Southern bypass alignment

key

Proposed roadway

Residential

commercial / industrial

Planned development

Southern bypass alignment

n

San Gabriel River

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

200

29

railroad

620

620
45

183

Lake Creek 

Pkwy

Mellow 
Meadows 
Dr.

183

insiDe   information

• 24 Hour Licensed Nursing Supervision
• Respite & Day Care Available
• Personalized Assistance
• Family Education & Support
• Social/Recreational Activities
• Specially Trained Caregivers  

www.jeaseniorliving.com

2100 S. Lakeline Blvd.

Ask us about...

“Meaningful Moments”

License Numbers: #101287, #119664

by kara Vaught



SEPTEMBER  200824 iMPacT nEwS.coM iMPacT nEwS.coM
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Round Rock considers property tax increase
Round Rock To reduce Round Rock’s 
reliance on sales tax revenue, the city coun-
cil is looking at ways of diversifying the local 
economy and discussing an increase to the 
city’s relatively low property taxes.

By law, whatever property tax rate the city 
settles on will be no greater than the current 
rate of 36.522 cents per hundred dollars. But 
with the average value of a home in Round 
Rock up nearly $10,000 from last year, even 

with a lower tax rate, owners will see a cost 
of around $650 to $676 next year, an increase 
of approximately $30.

Because of Round Rock’s substantial sales 
tax revenue, the city has enjoyed lightning-
fast growth and some of the lowest property 
taxes in the state over the past decade.

Full story at more.impactnews.com/1703

Mesa Rosa
Round Rock Fresh ingredients and 
a family atmosphere define the din-
ing experience at Mesa Rosa Mexican 
Restaurant. Unlike big national chains, 
Mesa Rosa’s three locations differ in 

Transportation region’s highest priority 
HOW CENTRAL TExANS 
WOULD SPEND $100*
TO ADDRESS REgIONAL   
     PRIORITIES:

$35.38
Developing 
an effective 

transportation 
system$24.24

Protecting the 
environment 
and natural 

resources

$14.47
Promoting a 

diverse and 

thriving 

economy

$11.58
Preserving

 the region’s 
unique 

character

$8.40
Regional collaboration among jurisdictions

$8.79
Fostering 

social 
equity

 and racial 
harmony

$10.72
Providing 
a variety 

of housing 
choices

The Vision Progress Assessment, a five-month study to see whether the region is moving towards 
Envision Central Texas’  Vision, was published in July. As part of the study, an online survey posed the 
above question to Central Texans.

*Participants were given numbers to add up to $100, but answers were not rejected if they totalled more than the 
amount given. Hence the total adds up to more than $100 due to human error.

Northwest Austin New toll roads and retail develop-
ments have increased transportation and shopping choices 
for Northwest Austin residents. However, despite increas-
ing choices, a study released by Envision Central Texas, a 
nonprofit organization that plans for concentrated regional 
growth, shows that residents are still concerned about the 
same major issues as five years ago.

The study, conducted by TIP Strategies, Inc., showed 
transportation is still the most important issue needing to 

be addressed in the region, 
just as it was in 2004 when 
ECT launched “A Vision 
for Central Texas,” a plan 
created with community 
input to accommodate the 
1.25 million new residents 
expected to populate the 
area in the next 20 to 40 
years. Land use, cost of liv-
ing, water availability, air/
water quality, open space, 
public education and jobs 
all ranked as less important 
than transportation, but 
still regional priorities. 

“The issues of how do 
we use land, do we have 
enough water, what we are 
doing to our climate, are 
we competitive as a region 
— those are regional is-
sues, not local issues,” said 
Travis Froehlich, ECT vice 
chair and vice president 
of strategic planning for 
Seton Family of Hospitals.

Full story at more.impactnews.
com/1584

Mesa Rosa Mexican Restaurant
2850 n. ih 35 • 218-1818

www.mesarosa.com
Mon.-thu. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 

Fri.-Sat.  11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Sun. 10 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 

cornerwood dr.
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architecture and interior design. Each 
eatery has a unique personality. But 
loyal customers of the local restaurant 
should experience equally satisfying fare 
whether they’re at the original in Austin 
on Anderson Mill Road or the Round 
Rock restaurant off IH 35, Round Rock 
Manager Adrienne Kolly said.

Full story at more.impactnews.com/1699

china café
13729 Research Blvd., Ste. 695

331-7747
Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10:30 p.m.

Sun. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.mn

183

Anderson Mill Rd.
china café

620

Lakecreek Blvd.

NEIGHBoRHooD DINING

China Café
Northwest Austin Exotic but famil-
iar, there is something undeniably satisfying 
about Chinese food. Bing Yu and his wife, 
Jasmyn, own China Café, which has been 
open for 16 
years. Yu is 
from the Hu-
nan province 
of China. 

Full story at more.
impactnews.
com/1578

Growing pains for local farmers

Hutto From beneath the brim of a base-
ball cap, John Noren’s eyes track the me-
thodical progress of his son Christopher’s 
cotton stripper. Six rows at a time, the yel-
low-and-green machine combs the 330-acre 
patch of white fluff and Blackland soil, leav-
ing behind a trail of bare, brown twigs, sun-
scorched leaves and stray bolls. To the south 
— suburbia — a rising tide of red brick, 
dark-roofed Hutto homes swells against the 
boundary of the unfenced field.

Noren predicts that the person from 
whom he leases this plot will sell to devel-
opers soon. Recently, a 100-acre field he 
used to lease was sold in order to build a 
new high school. Profits have been almost 
nonexistent for area farmers over the past 
few decades, despite the recent high price 
of grains. A devastating summer drought 
has cut crop yields by as much as half their 
normal size.

Full story at more.impactnews.com/1802

We are very proud to announce that at Cedar Park Regional Medical Center, 

we now accept and are in-network for all major health plans. For a complete 

listing of health plans, log on to cedarparkregional.com/healthplans today.

w w w . c e d a r p a r k r e g i o n a l . c o m

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 

Now In-Network
for all  major health plans!

37057_CEDA_10x3_125_Insur_4c.ind1   1 8/4/08   10:49:34 AM
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completed in March 2008, experienced 
numerous delays because of a delay in the 
delivery of steel and bad weather. The fee 
to exit Heatherwilde Boulevard from Toll 
45 will be 50 cents.

New field house
Northwest Austin Concordia 
University received a $5,000 check from In-
dependence Ridge retirement community, 
which will be built next to Concordia’s new 
campus on 8311 N. RM 620. The money is 
allocated to construction of Concordia’s new 
field house, where flooring for the basketball 
court is being installed. Independence Ridge 
will open at the entry to the Concordia cam-
pus with 92 independent living apartment 
residences plus several townhouse-style 
“casitas.”  The community expects to interact 
extensively with the Concordia campus as 
it expands to a 680-unit retirement village 
complete with a clubhouse, restaurants, pub, 
fitness center and other amenities. Call 313-
3000 or visit www.concordia.edu.

Helping out victims
Williamson county The Sheriff ’s 
Office is seeking volunteers to assist and 
support victims during the first hours after 
traumatic events. Volunteers will receive 
20 hours of training and must be at least 
21 years old, pass a background check, 
have a valid Texas driver’s license and 
commit to one year of service. The dead-
line to register is 5 p.m. Sept. 18. Training 
is scheduled for Sept. 19 to 21. Call 943-
1374 or visit www.wilco.org.

One man’s treasure
Hutto Waste Management decided not 
to send the city of Killeen’s trash to the 
Williamson County landfill. In response to 
citizens’ and commissioners’ concerns, the 
company instead will send Killeen’s trash 
to Temple’s landfill. Williamson’s landfill 
will act as a backup site for Killeen’s waste 
in case of emergency. Visit 
www.williamsoncountylandfill.wm.com.

Thai cuisine
Georgetown There’s a new Thai 
restaurant downtown. Dia Thai Cuisine 
is expected to open in early September at 
114 E. Seventh St., Ste. 105. Call 868-0026.

 Auto additions
Northwest Austin Covert Auto 
Group, located at 11750 Research Blvd., 
recently added GMC trucks and SUVs and 
Pontiac to its Buick and Cadillac lineup. Call 
583-3000 or visit
www.covertbuickpontiacgmc.com.

 specializes 
in treating children 
from infancy through  
young adults. We 
want your child’s visit 
to the dentist to be a 
fun, educational and 
positive experience. 
Our goal is to provide 
your children with 
beautiful smiles, in a 
dental environment 
they love to visit.

*$25 Dental
Dollars

*with new patient visit of cleaning, 
x-rays & exam; no cash value

iMpactS

British cars
Round Rock The 18th Annual Texas 
All British Car Day will be held Sept. 28 
at the Lakeside Pavilion at Old Settlers 
Park off of E. Palm Valley Blvd. The week-
end event begins Sept. 27 with registration 
followed by a two-and-a-half hour road 
rally departing from Springhill Suites 
and ending at Dell Diamond. Visit www.
txabcd.org.

Haunted house
Round Rock Rated America’s scariest 
haunted house by Lions Gate Films, The 
Mansion of Terror Haunted House is 
returning for its fifth season Sept. 19. Lo-
cated at 2000 S. IH 35 behind Walgreens 
in Sky Ridge Plaza, The Mansion of Terror 
will include two unique haunted houses 
inside the main house. Cost is $18. Cou-
pons are available at local Goodwill and 
Halloween Express locations. Call 576-
9570 or visit www.mansionofterror.com.

Realtors relocating
Round Rock The Williamson Coun-
ty Association of Realtors broke ground 
on its new office building at 123 Old Set-
tlers Blvd. The larger space includes meet-
ing areas, parking and a café with internet 
access. Call or visit 
www.williamsoncountyrealtors.org.

Wanted: water
Georgetown Residents of Whitetail 
Estates are negotiating with the city of 
Georgetown to install a water system in 
the 223-lot subdivision, located southwest 
of Georgetown. If the parties come to an 
agreement, a petition will be circulated 
and brought before Williamson County 
commissioners to create a Water Control 
Improvement District encompassing the 
subdivision, which is outside city limits. 
Whitetail residents would vote on bonds 
for the water system. Visit 
www.whitetailestates.net.

The Salt Lick
Round Rock Known in Austin for its 
smoked pork ribs and brisket, The Salt Lick 
opened Sept. 2 at the northeast corner of 
Palm Valley Boulevard and Harrell Parkway. 
Call 386-1044 or visit www.saltlickbbq.com.

Toll access
Pflugerville The Texas Department of 
Transportation opened the Heatherwilde 
Boulevard entrance and exit to Toll 45 on 
Sept. 11. The project, first expected to be 
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Andrew Aldi, developer of Independence Ridge 
retirement community, presents a check for 
$5,000 to Concordia President Tom Cedel.

Realtors’ association 
questions aspects 
of possible ordinance
Southwest Austin Austin’s Energy 
Efficiency Upgrades Task Force is finishing 
discussions for the basis of a possible ordi-
nance with the ability to affect the city’s real 
estate market. Some say it could increase 
housing prices.

However, Matt Watson, who is Mayor 
Will Wynn’s policy director, said the ef-
fort so far is not only about environmental 
protection. It is about housing affordability. 
He notes that since 1994 Austin Energy has 
not changed its base rate, which covers the 
cost of operating the utility. What is increas-
ing is the cost of fuel, which the consumer 
directly pays. 

“[Energy] keeps going up, and it’s going 
to keep going up,” he said. 

Full story at more.impactnews.com/1603

Austin Zoo and Animal Sanctuary
10807 Rawhide Trail

288-1490
www.austinzoo.org

NoNPRoFIT PRoFILE

Austin Zoo and Animal 
Sanctuary
Southwest Austin Lions, tigers and 
bears, oh my!” The Austin Zoo and Sanc-
tuary has more than 300 animals, includ-
ing the ones that frightened Dorothy in 
“The Wizard of Oz.” 

With 90 percent of the zoo’s animals 
coming from rescue situations, this number 
is always increasing.

“We have an ever-expanding animal 
selection,” said Patti Clark, the zoo’s board 
president. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1596

Taylor When Sherman Burrows took 
over the family business from his father, 
James, in 1994, Burrows Cabinets had three 
employees and sold less than $300,000 of 
products each year. He did everything from 
sales to installation to the designing and 
building of the cabinets.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1796
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Burrows Cabinets

Burrows cabinets
1353 W. Second St., Taylor

352-8600
www.burrowscabinets.com
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Consolidate your bills today with a
Home Equity account from Wells Fargo.

Maybe we can’t make your bills go away completely, but when you
consolidate them with a home equity loan or line of credit from
Wells Fargo, you could lower your monthly payments. What’s more, 
the interest you pay may be tax deductible.* There’s even an interest 
rate discount when your monthly payments are automatically 
deducted from your Wells Fargo checking account. Why wait for
someday? Talk with a Wells Fargo banker today, call 1-800-WFB-OPEN
(1-800-932-6736) or visit wellsfargo.com.

Lakeline
920 N. Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613 • 512-336-4882 

Parkline
14063 N. Hwy 183 • Austin, TX 78717 • 512-344-3169 

Cypress Creek (inside Randall's)
1400 Cypress Creek • Cedar Park, TX 78613 • 512-336-1574

*Consult your tax adviser regarding the deductibility of interest. 

© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
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Historical    impact by sharon Wolfe and betty henry

Prior to the early ’70s, Cedar Park depended on the 
Leander Volunteer Fire Department to assist with 

fires in the area. After Cedar Park implemented a water 
system, concerned citizens decided that it was vitally 
necessary to organize some type of fire protection that 
was self-sufficient. Frequent fires were started by the hot 
boxes of the daily train. The practice of using burlap bags 
dipped in water to beat out fire was not very effective, 
even with help of the water truck from the State Dairy 
and Hog Farm.

Even though Cedar Park had few residents, a small 
group of men got together in 1972 to discuss how to start 
their own fire department. The first order of business was 
securing a state charter that would grant nonprofit status. 
The necessary papers were filed, and the Cedar Park 
Volunteer Department was officially in operation. The de-
partment was the only organized group of residents in the 
area. It was used to bring the entire community together 
to discuss important decisions and was instrumental in 
the process of the city becoming incorporated.

This small department was responsible for territory 
bordered by Lake Travis on the west, Leander on the 
north, Brushy Creek low water crossing at Brushy Bend 
on the east and RM 620 on the south — more than 27 
square miles, or 18,000 acres. The CPVD also assisted 
neighboring fire departments when needed. 

In addition to fires, the group was called out for car 
accidents and medical emergencies. Working with the de-
partment were volunteer emergency medical technicians 
organized as the First Responders Association of West 
Williamson County. It had eight to 10 people including 
Virginia Hester, Bob Gamill, Gerda McQueen, Pricilla 
Davis and Butch Dennis from Cedar Park. Covering Le-
ander were Paula Landeua and Dee Johnson. 

The first fire truck was a very used 1956 Wards 
LaFrance purchased from the Granite Shoals Fire Depart-
ment at a cost of $1,313.13. The volunteers themselves 
made changes to the vehicle to suit their needs. They 
were also joined by two women in the department: Gerda 
McQueen and Pricilla Davis.

A ladies’ auxiliary made plans for a spring festival, bake 
sale and auction that paid for the truck. In the beginning, 
other fire departments donated most of the equipment, 
but new equipment was gradually purchased with a door-
to-door campaign for donations. Street dances and bingo 
were held at the Cedar Park Plaza from time to time to 
raise money. 

The volunteers were dedicated individuals who faith-
fully attended weekly training sessions and became pro-
ficient at their duties. Practice sessions were sometimes 
held at a local lake on property east of the Parmer Lane 
bridge. Their normal sessions were held at the future site 
of the fire station on Old Hwy. 183.

A siren was positioned on the roof of Henry’s Drive-in 

Cedar Park Volunteer Fire Department

Grocery, which was on old US 183 about 500 yards from 
Brushy Creek Road, and the first fire truck was parked 
on the north side of the store in warm weather. With the 
first onset of cold weather, a shelter was constructed for 
the truck and electric heaters installed to keep the motor 
from freezing up. When a fire was reported, a telephone 
grid table was used to contact the volunteers. All available 
people would report to Henry’s Grocery to get directions 
to the fire. Because most of the volunteers worked out of 
town, Buzz Henry, who ran the grocery store, was the first 
fire chief. He was 24 at the time and served for two years. 
James Hester was chief for eight years. Bob Russell was the 
last volunteer chief.

Don Webster donated a site for a fire hall a few hundred 
yards north of the grocery along the railroad tracks in 
1975. Using donations and free labor, a slab was poured 
for the building. Most of the volunteers were able to get 
their employers to donate materials or at least sell to them 
at cost. Several of the volunteers signed a personal note 
to obtain the money to start construction of the actual 
building. The building was completed in April 1976. The 
original fire station is still standing and located on Old 
Hwy. 183 adjacent to Station 1, which is north of Calla-
han’s Feed Store. 

Through the years, the department acquired four used 
trucks and was able to afford their first new one — a 1981 
Ford Fire and Rescue Truck costing $45,000. Compare 
this with the Cedar Park Fire Department’s latest truck, 
a 2007 Quint ladder truck, costing more than $750,000. 
In 1994, the city hired its first five paid career firefighters, 
who worked alongside the volunteers. In 2001, the fire 
department was fully staffed with paid firefighters.

Former volunteers at a recent gathering — from back left: John 
Gupton, Buzz Henry, Smokey Wiley, Ernest Willis, Joe Chism, 
Lester Johannason and James Hester.

Artie Henry*, Lester Johannason, Ernest Willis, Steve Stohr, James Hester, Dale Boyer, Dale Davis, Charles Fleet, John Gupton*, Mike 
Gartier, Rodney Hester, Steve Langley, Richard Hester, Ron Mejtek, Joe Chism and George Dennis*. Not pictured: Bob Gamill, Gerda 
McQueen, Pricilla Davis, Jodie Vanlandingham*, Jack Todd*, David Starnes, Jim Kaufman, Leroy Tschoerner, Gilbert Tschoerner, Matt 
Quigley, Rick Schirmer, Rueben Boyer, Bob Russell, John Francis*, Steve Langley, Don Webster* and others.
 *Deceased

The city’s first fire truck, a 1956 Wards LaFrance

• Personalized service
• Specially formulated supplements designed to 
   safely enhance our clients’ weight loss
• Registered dietician on staff to offer customized   
   nutritional, well-balanced diet
• One-on-one personal supervision
• Nutritional guidance
• Behavioral modification 

All of our programs are tailored to our client’s 
individual needs, lifestyle, and personal schedule

1890 Ranch Shopping Center • 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd. Bldg. J. Ste. 200, Cedar Park, TX 78613
www.beverlyhillsofaustin.com • 512-259-7222
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pRivate SchoolS

Year opened: 1996
Affiliation: Hill Country Bible Church Northwest
Grades served: Pre-K through 12th
Total students: 522     •     Total teachers: 64
Tuition: $6,900 - $7,570
Attendance requirements: Students and families who share their 
vision and values as:
1. a Christ-Centered School, (affirming that all truth is God’s truth and 
integrating faith and learning by teaching all subjects from a Christian 
world-and-life view). 
2. a Classical School (emphasizing the mastery of the liberal arts and teaching students to value truth, beauty, and goodness).
3. a College-Preparatory School (offering a comprehensive curriculum that meets or exceeds the admission requirements of the most 
selective colleges and universities in the nation).
Accreditation/memberships: Association of Christian Schools International, Texas Education Private School Accrediting Commission, 
Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools, The Society for Classical Learning, the Association of Classical Christian Schools, 
National Association of College Admissions Counselors, Texas Association of College Admissions Counselors and the College Board
Mascot: Knights     •     Colors: Blue and silver
Headmaster: William d. McGee     •     Years as headmaster: Hired 2008
Education: Bachelor’s in economics and politics and master’s in teaching from Austin College
Background: Classroom teacher, coach and administrator, nonprofit consultant 

hill Country Christian school
12124 RR 620 North • Austin • 331-7036 • www.hccsa.org

eDucation     focus by kara Vaught

holy family Catholic school
9400 Neenah Ave. • Austin • 246-4455 • www.holyfamilycs.org
Year opened: 2000
Affiliation: Catholic
Grades served: Pre-K through 8th
Total students: 476     •     Total teachers: 31
Tuition: $4,705 per school year for one child whose family attends one 
of the seven parishes in the school’s service area; $5,155 per year for 
one child whose family attends a Catholic parish other than those in the 
school’s service area; $5,655 for one child whose family is not Catholic. 
Families receive a 10 percent discount on a second child’s tuition and 15 
percent off third and subsequent children’s tuition.
Attendance requirements: Open to children of all faiths; priority given to children who attend one of the seven parishes that contribute to 
the school: St. Albert the Great, St. John Vianney, St. Margaret Mary, St. Mary, Our Lady of the Lake, St. Thomas More, St. Vincent de Paul and St. 
William
Accreditation: Texas Catholic Conference Education Department, 2005
Mascot: Blue Angel     •     Colors: Blue and white
Principal: dr. Joan Wagner     •     Years as principal: Hired 2008
Education: Bachelor’s in secondary education from Texas Tech University, master’s and doctorate in philosophy from  
Texas Women’s University
Background: Principal, director of diocesan summer program for gifted students

summit Christian academy 
Leander campus

1303 Leander Drive • Leander • 259-4416 • summiteagles.org
Year opened: 2002 (merger between CornerStone Christian School and 
Great Hills Christian School)
Affiliation: Christian non-denominational
Grades served: Pre-K through sixth
Total students: 151     •     Total teachers: 15 
Tuition: $300 enrollment fee; $3,950 for preschool three days a week; 
$4,250 for preschool five days a week; $4,895 for half-day kindergarten; 
$6,310 for full-day kindergarten; $6,590 per school year for first through 
sixth grade
Attendance requirements: Students must score in the upper 51st percentile of the Stanford Achievement Test in order to be accepted.
Accreditation: Association of Christian Schools International, Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools, Austin Christian 
Athletic Association
Mascot: Eagles     •     Colors: Red, white and blue
Principal: dr. derek Cortez     •     Years as principal: First year as principal of the Leander campus, seven years as Summit superintendent
Education: Doctor of philosophy from the University of Texas
Background: Minister, school superintendent

summit Christian academy 
Cedar Park campus

2121 Cypress Creek Road • Cedar Park • 250-1369 • summiteagles.org
Year opened: 2002 (merger between CornerStone Christian School and 
Great Hills Christian School)
Affiliation: Christian non-denominational
Grades served: Pre-K through 12th
Total students: 308     •     Total teachers: 39
Tuition: $300 enrollment fee; $3,950 for preschool three days a week; 
$4,250 for preschool five days a week; $4,895 for half-day kindergarten; 
$6,310 for full-day kindergarten; $6,590 per school year for first through 
sixth grade; $6,655 per school year for seventh through 12th grade
Attendance requirements: Students must score in the upper 51st percentile of the Stanford Achievement Test in order to be accepted.
Accreditation: Association of Christian Schools International, Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools, Austin Christian 
Athletic Association
Mascot: Eagles     •     Colors: Red, white and blue
Elementary principal: debby Hackbarth     •     Years as principal: Three
Education: Bachelor’s in education from Western Illinois University; two master’s degrees in special education curriculum and instruction
Background: School administrator
Secondary principal: Georgia Hensley     •     Years as principal: 15
Education: Bachelor’s from Miami Christian College; master’s in education from Columbia International University 
Background: Classroom teacher and administrator
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September 19
“The Game Plan”
Children’s Clinic of Leander presents 
Movies in the Park
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
8 p.m. • Free
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

September 19-October 4
“The Odd Couple”
Way Off Broadway Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sunday 
Sept. 28 at 3 p.m.
$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, 
$5 children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

September 20-27
Austin Steam Train Bertram Flyer
Short train ride follows scenic route and 
visits historic landmarks
10 a.m. • $12-$32
477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org

September 26
“Spiderwick Chronicles”
Time Warner Cable presents Movies 
in the Park
Elizabeth Milburn Park 
1901 Sun Chase Blvd.
8 p.m. • Free
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

September 27
Best Party Ever
Leander Chamber of Commerce Banquet
Reunion Ranch, 850 CR 255, Georgetown
6-10 p.m. • $40 single, $75 couple
259-1907 • www.leandercc.org

Suddenlink Bluegrass Festival
Features four different bands, concessions 
will be available
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
5-9 p.m. • Free
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

BYDEE Festival
Bringing You Delightfully Entertaining 
Experiences
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway
2-7 p.m. • Free
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

Cedar Park Entrepreneur Expo
Small business vendors, food, raffle, games 
and prizes
ACC–Cypress Creek
1555 Cypress Creek Road
10 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free
260-7800 • www.cedarparkchamber.org

September 30
Water playscape closes
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

October 3-5
Leander Fall Fest
Street dance, live music, food, games, 
prizes and more
Old Town Leander
259-9119 • www.leandercommunityclub.org

October 5
Paws in the Park
Olympic style events, games, canine  
contests, food and crafts
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
1490 E. Whitestone Blvd.
1-4 p.m. • Free
218-8793 • www.austindogalliance.org

October 7-8
Fall Bible Event “At My Father’s Feet”
Walk back in time to a tiny village in Israel
Leander Church of Christ, 300 W. Crystal 
Falls Parkway
6:30-8 p.m. • Free
259-4673 • www.leanderchurch.com

October 10
“Bee Movie”
Children’s Clinic of Leander presents  
Movies in the Park
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
8 p.m. • Free
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

October 10-11
Mr. Puppet – special event
Way Off Broadway Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
8 p.m. • $12 adults, $10 seniors and stu-
dents, $5 children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

October 13-31
Pumpkin Patch
Leander United Methodist Church 
107 S. West Drive
259-1284 • www.leanderumc.org

October 17
“Brian Milson and the Short Road Band”
Suddenlink Full Moon Concert
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
8 p.m. • Free
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org

October 18
Brian Byrne and Borrowed Time –  
special event
Way Off Broadway Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
8 p.m. • $12 adults, $10 seniors and  
students, $5 children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

October 20
Hill Country Dayz
Live music, food, drinks, arts, crafts, 
games and prizes
Bar-K Ranch, Lago Vista
10 a.m.-11 p.m. • Free
267-7952 • www.hillcountrydayz.com

October 24
Movie TBD
Time Warner Cable presents Movies 
in the Park
Elizabeth Milburn Park
1901 Sun Chase Blvd.
8 p.m. • Free
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

October 24-26
Cob Garden Wall Workshop
Covers foundation construction, cob  
mixing, wall building, window  
incorporation and roofing; tuition  
includes lunches and spot to camp
$250 early tuition before Sept. 30, or 
$300 after
422-3517 
www.sanctuarynaturalbuilding.com

October 25
Austin Steam Train Halloween Murder 
Mystery
Admission includes meal, beer and wine, 
and train excursion with Halloween-
themed comedy show.
8 p.m. • $50-$75
477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org

November 7-8
Leander 30th Anniversary Celebration
Friday morning - 30th anniversary bus 
tour
Friday 4:30-7 p.m. - Tailgate party for  
Leander/Cedar Park football game at  
Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad.  
Includes free shuttle to A.C. Bible Stadium
Saturday 8-10 a.m. - Cowboy prayer 
breakfast includes food, live music and 
prayer
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. - Celebration at 
DeVine Lake Park includes children’s  
fishing event, games, live music, jumpy 
houses and appearances by Leander’s 
adopted unit from Ft. Hood.
Saturday 7 p.m. - Street dance
259-1907 • www.leandercc.org

November 7-22
“Butterflies are Free”
Way Off Broadway Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sunday 
Nov. 16 at 3 p.m.
$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, 
$5 children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

November 15
Cedar Park High School Annual Craft 
Bazaar
Includes arts and crafts, food and fun for 
the whole family
Cedar Park High School, 2150 Cypress 
Creek Road
10 a.m.-4 p.m. • $1
cphs.leanderisd.org

Fall -Winter
Entertainment Guide
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November 27
Annie’s Way Thanksgiving Project
Organized thanksgiving dinner for 
the needy
259-5746 • tinojbep@aol.com

December 5
Heritage Tree Lighting
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

December 5-22
Jacob Marley’s Christmas Carol
Way Off Broadway Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, 
$5 children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

December 5-28
Austin Steam Train North Pole Flyer
Mr. and Mrs. Claus appear to enjoy hot 
cocoa and cookies with passengers
7 p.m. • $25-$35
477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org

December 7
Leander Christmas parade and
tree lighting
Corner of Willis and Brushy Street
8 p.m. • Free
259-91119 
www.leandercommunityclub.org

December 13
Santa’s workshop
Music, games, yule fire, arts and crafts, hot 
cocoa and Santa Claus
Heritage Oak Park, 875 Quest Parkway
6-8 p.m. • Free
401-5500 • www.cedarparktx.us

December 19-21
AKA Christmas show – special event
Way Off Broadway Community Players
10960 E. Crystal Falls Parkway
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sunday 
Dec. 21 at 3 p.m.
$12 adults, $10 seniors and students, $5 
children
259-5878 • www.wobcp.org

December 31
Austin Steam Train New Year’s Eve  
Twilight Flyer
Includes meal, complimentary beer, wine, 
party favors, entertainment and a cham-
pagne toast at midnight
9 p.m. • $85-$125
477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org

Fall -Winter
Entertainment Guide

It’s a Grind
700 E. Whitestone Blvd.
259-2220 • www.itsagrind.com
When: Fridays and Saturdays at 8:30 
p.m. (7 p.m. every other Friday)
Genre: Varies — acoustic sets, singer/
songwriters, Irish music every other 
Friday

Jungle Juice
2423 S. Bell Blvd.
219-1963 • www.ajunglejuice.com
When: Karaoke Thursday-Saturday, 
Live music on occasional Fridays and 
Saturdays
Genre: Sing three karaoke songs and 
receive half off your order. Live music 
includes soul and world music.

Moody’s
309 N. US 183
260-6300 • www.moodyscafe.com
When: Open Mic on Thursdays from 
7-9 p.m., live music Fridays and Sat-
urdays from 7-9 p.m., country gospel 
hour Sundays from noon-2 p.m.
Genre: Eclectic, singer/songwriters, 
American folk, Christian, Latino, 
Caribbean

Moonie’s Burger House
200 S. Bell Blvd
249-5214
When: Every Thursday, 6-9 p.m.
Genre: Country western

Old Town Leander
100 W. Willis St.
259-9119
When: Open for use anytime
Genre: Rock ’n’ roll, Irish music,     
acoustic and others

Roasters
2011 Little Elm Trail
506-9592
When: Occurs sporadically, although 
typically on Fridays and Saturdays
Genre: Folk, singer/songwriters

LIVE MUSIC VENUES
Robin Bledsoe Park
601 S. Bagdad Road
528-9909 • www.leandertx.org
When: Concert series at 7 p.m. 
throughout the summer, annual 
bluegrass festival in late September
Genre: Rock ’n’ roll, folk, bluegrass

Rudinos
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd.
258-4900 • www.rudinostexas.com
When: Fridays from 6-10 p.m.
Genre: Harmonica blues, country 
and hip hop covers

Taps Pub
2011 Little Elm Trail
249-9240 • www.tapspub.com
When: Fridays and Saturdays at 7 p.m.
Genre: Eclectic mix of acoustical 
sets, including singer/songwriters, 
country and rock ’n’ roll

The Dig Pub
401 Cypress Creek Road
996-9900
When: Fridays at 7 p.m. and  
Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Genre: Acoustic guitar, singer/
songwriters, saxophone, three-piece 
bands

Vino 100
700 E. Whitestone Blvd.
www.vino100cedarpark.com
When: Fridays and Saturdays
Genre: Easy listening, jazz, country
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Real Estate

Prices subject to change without notice.

You say Grillmeister.  
WE SAY OUTDOOR LIVING AREA.

 EQUAL

HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Design Center

1

3

2

4

1

2

3

4

BELLA VISTA – from the $370s 

Grand Close Out - Only a few homes remain

512-658-8348

AVERY RANCH – from the $300s 

Grand Close Out - Final chance to buy

512-797-8730

WALSH TRAILS – from the $220s 

Beauiful, wooded homesites

512-218-0895

BUILD ON YOUR LOT – from the $220s 
Choose from over 120 plans

512-930-5300

VISIT A WILSHIRE MODEL HOME TODAY!

 At Wilshire Homes we speak your 
language. Tell us about your life 
and we’ll translate your needs into 
the perfect home for your family. 

Want to learn more? Let’s talk.
Go to wilshire-homes.com/letstalk
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monthly home sales

Key Statistics

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

2
92

151
77
20
16
33
11
3

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

1
14
85

172
72
35
24
9

18

59
60
75
64
73

109
110
123
164

105
65
59
72
85
97
82

108
119

Aug. 2008
Aug. 2007 
July 2008
June 2008
May 2008
April 2007
March 2007
Feb. 2007
Jan. 2007

88
137 
88

101
95
89
89
81
59

Month  

99
116 
94
99

102
86
98
59
56

on the market  (august 1-31)

CLNCLN* CLSCLS*
$238,144
$235,980 
$227,037
$231,780
$285,514
$261,348
$259,511
$223,748
$228,183

$178,703
$186,318 
$187,212
$169,592
$182,974
$186,506
$181,067
$175,093
$168,810

change in average selling 
price during last year

cln -$7,615

No. of sales
CLN

Average price
CLS CLN CLS

-17clS

change in number of homes 
sold during last year

cln -49
change in number of

homes sold during last year

Market Data cedar park and leander MlS area*

change in average selling price  
during last year

clS +$2,164
*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, 
divided by RM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park.

Real Estate Table 
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A bill signed into law July 30 will allow first-time home-
buyers meeting specific criteria to utilize a $7,500 tax credit 
on the purchase of a primary residence. In order to qualify 
for the tax credit, the home must have been purchased on 
or after April 9, 2008, and before July 1, 2009. Anyone inter-
ested in claiming this credit is highly encouraged to consult 
a tax adviser regarding housing bill H.R. 3221.

This bill includes stipulations for amount of credit, eli-
gible property criteria, income limits and a recapture clause 
concerning this tax credit. This act stipulates a temporary 
tax credit can be issued for up to 10 percent of the cost of 
a home but not to exceed $7,500. For example, on a home 
costing $55,000, the potential maximum credit allowed 
equals $5,500. Any home costing more than $75,000 has 
only a maximum credit potential of $7,500 total whether it 
is $150,000 or $350,000.

This credit cannot be used toward a down payment as 
there is currently no provision made for that process. In-
stead, the homebuyer would claim the credit when filing his 
income tax using Internal Revenue Service form 1040 and 
any additional forms IRS requests. Additionally, this credit 
cannot be used in conjunction with any tax-exempt bond 
programs offered by a state housing agency.

This tax credit is available to first-time homebuyers and 
previous homeowners who have not owned a primary resi-
dence during the past three years. The property must be lo-
cated in the United States and classified as a single family 
residence, which includes condos and co-ops.

The eligibility for this tax credit can also be affected by 

the amount of adjusted gross income earned by the home-
buyer. The maximum credit is available to a single buyer 
with an income of up to $75,000 or, if married and filing 
joint tax returns, the maximum is $150,000 for the couple. 
The credit is still available to an individual with income of 
up to $95,000 or up to $170,000 for a joint return, but the 
credit amount is reduced. For example, a couple making 
$165,000 of adjusted gross income would have their poten-
tial credit reduced to $1,875.

Finally, it is important to understand that this tax credit 
must be paid back. Called the recapture clause, many con-
sumers find the easiest way to understand this tax credit is by 
thinking of it as an interest-free loan. Any homebuyer who 
claims this credit on his taxes must repay the credit over the 
next 15 years at a percentage of 6.67 percent per year with no 
interest accrual. This equates to approximately $502.50/year 
x 15 years assuming the $7,500 maximum credit. If the home 
is sold prior to the 15-year repayment period, the remaining 
balance would be paid from the proceeds of the home sale. If 
the proceeds of the sale do not cover the remaining balance, 
then the outstanding balance may be forgiven. Again, you 
are encouraged to visit a tax adviser as the rules and logistics 
of this program are still evolving. 

The National Association of Realtors has created a Fre-
quently Asked Questions handout that can help answer oth-
er questions. Please visit www.realtor.org and search H.R. 
3221 for more information.

First-time homebuyer tax credit

Amount  of credit

Eligible property

Refundable

Income limit

First-time homebuyer only

Recapture

Impact of District of Columbia
homebuyer credit

Effective date

Termination

Interaction with alternative
minimum tax

Ten percent of cost of home, not to exceed $7,500

Any single-family residence (including condos, 
co-ops) that will be used as a principal residence

Yes. Reduces income tax liability for the year of 
purchase; claimed on tax return for that tax year

Yes. Full amount of credit available for individuals 
with adjusted gross income of no more that $75,000 
($150,000 on a joint return) phases out above those 
caps ($95,000 and $170,000, respectively).

Purchaser (and purchaser’s spouse) may not have 
owned a principal residence in three years previous 
to purchase

Portion (6.67% of credit) to be repaid each year 
for 15 years, then remainder of credit recaptured 
on sale 

D.C. credit not available if purchaser uses this credit

Purchases on or after April 9, 2008

July 1, 2009

Can be used against AMT, so credit will not throw 
Individual into AMT

Feature                   H.R. 3221
           Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008

HOUSINg AND ECONOMIC
RECOvERY ACT OF 2008

http://roundrock.water2wine.us  

� e perfect gift for All your business clientele. 
• Create your own custom wine NOW, 

so it is ready for the Holidays.
• Design your own personalized label 

512.310.WINE (9463)

S. M
ays St.

Hester’s

Crossing

45
I-35

620

79

Custom WineryC WWii

Try it before you buy it.

Sky Ridge Plaza
2000 S. IH-35
Round Rock, TX 78681

Market data proVided 
by nason hengst

RE/MAX
512-775-7900

nasonh@remax.net

Article provided by Realtor Nicole Boynton, Sky Realty. 
Call BUY-HOME (289-4663) or e-mail 
nicole@512buyhome.com. 
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resiDential    neiGHborHooDs at a Glance

722 Leann Lane

1503 Waterfall Ave.706 Horizon Trail 1409 Rio Bravo Loop813 Settlement St.

610 clear Spring lane
3 Br./2.5 Ba. 
2,270 sq. ft. 

3 Br./2 Ba. 
1,965 sq. ft. 

3 Br./2.5 Ba. 
1,990 sq. ft. 

4 Br./2.5 Ba. 
2,004 sq. ft.

4 Br./2.5 Ba. 
2,113 sq. ft.

3 Br./2 Ba. 
1,385 sq. ft.

Agent: Jaymes Willoughby
Agency: Keller Williams

Agent: Carmen Spencer
Agency:  Keller Williams

Agent: Karen Zello
Agency: Avalar Austin

Agent: Joel Douglas
Agency: Resident Realty

Agent: Camille Carney
Agency: Keller Williams

$174,900

$150,000$148,000 $165,000$164,900 

 
347-9599

289-4233796-2866 264-4160461-8078

312-5855

cedaR paRk - 78613

Featured homes Featured homes

LEANDER - 78641
Quest Village
• Park with playscape, trees, gazebo
• Walking paths and sidewalks
• Close to 1890 Ranch and Toll 183A

north creek
• Close to H-E-B Plus!
• Elementary school located in subdivision
• Easy access to DeVine Lake Park

Schools
• Cox Elementary School
• Henry Middle School
• Vista Ridge High School

Schools
• Bagdad Elementary School 
• Leander Middle School
• Rouse High School

1

43 62

5

$146,000

Agent: Craig Sanderson
Agency: Keller Williams

3

1

WOODED WALkWAyS AMENITy CENTER
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Griffith Animal Hospital 
• Achieved accreditation by 
the American Animal Hospital 
Association 

 • Evaluated on over 900 standards 
to ensure the highest level of care 

• Only 17% of U.S. and Canadian 
veterinary practices voluntarily 
participate in an on-site evaluation  

Please call us today for 
an appointment!

Mention this 
ad for a free 

pet tag!

Services include:
• full veterinary services
• boarding
• grooming

2105 Cypress Creek Rd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613

(512) 331-8555
gri�  thanimalhospitals.com

riffith An ma HoospG HosspAnimalGriffith

Lakeline  Blvd.
    Anderson  Mill Rd.

Cypress C reek 
Rd

.

El Salido  Pkwy.
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78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 3003 Blazing Star 3br/2.5ba 2,000 $179,500 Mike Knight One Percent Realty  931-2456

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 2700 Brindisi Way 4br/3.5ba 3,179 $399,900 Wilshire Homes N/A 485-3316

78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista 3116 Castellano Way 3br/3.5ba 2,800 $399,900 N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2006 Shea Cove  3br/2.5ba 2,425 $299,098  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8886 

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1711 Fall Creek 5br/4.5ba 3354 3,354 $299,500 Mike Knight one Percent Realty  931-2456

78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2013 Nelson Ranch Loop 5br/3.5ba 3,451 $366,918  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8886

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1512 Country Squire drive 3br/2ba 2,221 $179,900 Marisa Ladd The Samford Group 586-3267

78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1508 Santana St. 4br/2ba 2,112 $179,900 Marisa Ladd The Samford Group 586-3267

78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Square 02 1405 Serene oak 3br/2ba 1,411 $117,500 Gerald L Reichl Howard Nemetsky 528-0404

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1608 Edelweiss 5br/3ba 3,189 $264,336 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Preserve 2801 Rambler Valley drive 5br/4ba 3,730 $449,000 david & deanna Freeman Tina Torgrude 590-4216

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Preserve 2811 Rambler Valley Drive 5br/4ba 4,069 $523,500 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 336-8331

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Vistas 806 Ripperton Run 3br/2ba 1,981 $209,740 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 401-0050

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Vistas 605 Basie Bend 4br/2.5ba 2,654 $291,637 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 401-0050

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Vistas 613 Basie Bend 4br/2.5ba 2,574 $293,212 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 401-0050

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Vistas 608 Basie Bend 4br/3ba 2,961 $301,630 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 401-0050

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Vistas 2726 Lovett Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,631 $317,095 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 401-0050

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Vistas 2900 Etta James 4br/3ba 3,001 $342,519 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 401-0050

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Mill 2720 Little Elm Trail 3br/2ba 1,912 $198,900 Lynn Miller Amelia Bullock Realtors 255-4867

78613 Cedar Park Cypress Mill 1101 Red Bird Drive 3br/2.5ba 2,184 $199,900 Georgia Levin Amelia Bullock Realtors 451-4004

78613 Cedar Park Forest oaks 803 Tallow Trail 4br/2ba 2,556 $225,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534

78613 Cedar Park Forest oaks 203 Tulip Trail Bend 4br/3.5ba 3,212 $274,746 Susie davison Amelia Bullock Realtors 698-1997

78613 Cedar Park Forest oaks  913 Bogart Road 4br/2.5ba 1,740 $170,000 Arie & Tracey Yadov Jame’ Fowler 635-3268

78613 Cedar Park Forest oaks  1209 Cardigan St. 3br/2.5ba 2,137 $182,000 Adam & Erica Royder Jame’ Fowler 635-3268

78613 Cedar Park Forest oaks Sec 12 1302 Walnut Cove 4br/2.5ba 3,330 $300,000 Christi L & Gregory K Harrell Howard Nemetsky 528-0404

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 1906 Barnett 4br/2ba 1,760 $184,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-0260

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 2516 Preserve Trail 4br/2.5ba 2,024 $199,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-0260

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 1911 Barnett 4br/3.5ba 2,433 $224,890 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-0260

78613 Cedar Park Gann Ranch 1905 Wheaton 5br/4ba 3,001 $249,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-0260

78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 1906 Jojoba Drive 3br/2ba 2,542 $279,995 Michele Lopez Homecity Real Estate 825-2752

78613 Cedar Park Ranch At Deer Creek 1109 Ritter Drive 5br/3.5ba 3,603 $420,000 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 258-0909

78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1305 Quiet Creek Drive  4br/3.5ba 4,286 $423,852  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876 

78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1203 Quiet Creek Drive 3br/3.5ba 3,446 $437,494  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2601 Terlingua Drive  3br/2.5ba 2,571 $309,766  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8872 

78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2515 Ben doran Court 3br/2.5ba 2,798 $325,000 Jolene Hall/Agent Turnquist Partners 633-3077

resiDential    property listinGs
If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com to request a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
 Cedar park

1109 Ritter Drive, Cedar Park $420,000

1508 Santana St., Cedar Park $179,900

803 Tallow Trail, Cedar Park $225,000

1608 Edelweiss, Cedar Park $264,336

Stuck in a lease? 
Ask about our LEASE BUYOUT PROGRAM! 
Visit a Legacy Homes or Meritage Homes 
community and find out how easy it is to own 
your own home. Lose the landlord and gain 
your freedom! 

Visit our website at meritagehomes.com for 
current pricing, locations and directions.

* Offer available on contracts written between September 1, 2008 - December 31, 2008. 
Offer not available in conjunction with other incentives or specials, certain financial 
restrictions may apply. See sales manager for details.

WEʼLL 
BUY OUT 

YOUR LEASE!
Some restrictions apply.*

Stop dreaming about it and start living it.
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78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2308 Dervingham Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,210 $345,000 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams 921-4150

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 1100 Williams Way  4br/3.5ba 3,068 $299,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8877 

78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 4517 Three Arrows Court 5br/3.5ba 3,593 $383,097 N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316

78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1301 Ravensbrook Drive 3br/2ba 1,841 $226,200 Bruce Jones Taylor Morrison 259-3557

78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1417 Rimstone Drive 3br/2ba 2,191 $245,480 Bruce Jones Taylor Morrison 259-3557

78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1302 Ravensbrook Drive 5br/3ba 2,854 $278,100 Bruce Jones Taylor Morrison 259-3557

78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch 1001 Burgess Drive 4br/3ba 2,230 $177,000 Joan Klausner Amelia Bullock Realtors 569-7489

78641 Leander Block House 17403 Bottle Springs 3br/2ba 1,744 $140,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2604 South Walker  3br/2ba 1,463 $125,000 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 258-0909

78641 Leander Block House Creek 3207 Port Anne Way 3br/2ba N/A $129,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II 426-1881

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2715 Alexander Drive 3br/2ba 1,561 $140,000 Robyn Mosner Keller Williams Realty 913-5593

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2803 Greenlee drive 4br/2ba 1,666 $154,900 Patricia Fitzpatrick Amelia Bullock Realtors 925-0161

78641 Leander Block House Creek 2805 Turtle River 4br/2.5ba N/A $158,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 416-1881

78641 Leander Block House Creek 1311 Chardonnay Xing 4br/3ba 2,512 $199,700 Robyn Mosner Keller Williams Realty 913-5593

78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 909 Applerock 6br/4.5ba N/A $265,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1701 indian Wells 3br/2ba 2,504 $325,500 Venesa Montague City Real Estate 299-2647

78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1526 El Cielo 4br/4ba 3,598 $680,000 Venesa Montague City Real Estate 299-2647

78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Fairways 2007 First View  5br/3.5ba 3,489 $449,877  david Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 

78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Highlands 1810 Alamo Bound  4br/3.5ba 3,069 $324,990  david Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 

78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Highlands 2609 Running Wyld  4br/3ba 3,087 $357,996  david Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 

78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2205 Buffalo Gap 3br/2ba 2,583 $359,900 Christopher Brooks RE/MAX Capital City 744-4553

78641 Leander Fairways at Crystal Falls 2403 Ambush Canyon 4br/4ba 3,875 $550,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3600 Lajitas 4br/3ba 3,314 $525,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2407 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/4ba 3,675 $559,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1309 Roaring Fork 4br/4ba 3,771 $575,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3307 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/4ba 3,891 $600,000 Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1504 El Cielo 4br/3.5ba 4,100 $650,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 2901 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/3.5ba 3,725 $650,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1402 Camelback 5br/4ba 4,408 $670,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1508 El Cielo 4bd/3.5ba 3,958 $695,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1201 High Lonesome 4br/4.5ba 4,775 $725,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 3600 Posse Trail 4br/3ba 4,186 $765,900 Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1512 High Lonesome 6br/4ba 4,441 $795,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Grand Mesa at Crystal Falls 1306 High Lonesome 5br/5ba 4,600 $850,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Horizon Park 1807 Kwai Cove 4br/2ba 2,324 $179,900 Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 98 Verde Ranch Loop 3br/2.5ba N/A $129,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 416-1881

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2708 Tumbling River 4br/2.5ba 3,008 $199,899 Sheila Hawkins-Bucklew Coldwell Banker United 736-2502

78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2709 Katie Cove 3br/2ba N/A $230,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 416-1881

78641 Leander North Creek 701 Encanto 3br/2ba 1,565 $154,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-8944

78641 Leander North Creek 703 Encanto 3br/1ba 1,940 $164,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-8944

78641 Leander North Creek 913 Ranchero 3br/2ba 1,745 $164,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 260-8944

78641 Leander North Rim 17801 North Rim 3br/3ba 3,501 $410,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000

78641 Leander North Rim 13217 North Ridge Circle 4br/3ba 2,494 $439,500 Betty England, Agent N/A 619-3040

78641 Leander Old Town Village 206 Windmill Circle 4br/2.5ba 2,473 $184,900 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 258-0909

78641 Leander Ridgewood     1302 Yountville 3br/2ba N/A $179,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 416-1881

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1011 Downridge 4br/2.5ba 2,160 $167,000 Robert P Johnson Howard Nemetsky 528-0404

78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1109 Downridge Drive 4br/2.5ba N/A $192,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II 426-1881

78641 Leander Round Mountain Oaks 22650 Nameless Road 4br/2ba 3,800 $570,000 Jamie Smith Howard Nemetsky 528-0404

78641 Leander Summerlyn 448 Falcon 3br/2ba 1,863 $168,900 Mike Knight one Percent Realty                                    931-2456

78641 Leander Summerlyn 101 Purple Martin Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,604 $170,000 Miguel Martinez N/A 492-5741

78641 Leander Vista Ridge 317 Bonita Court 4br/2.5ba 2,764 $174,000 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490

78641 Leander Woods at Crystal Falls 1901 overland drive 3br/2.5ba 1,905 $169,950 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78641 Leander Woods at Mason Creek 717 Honeysuckle 4br/2ba 1,444 $132,000 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 15408 Bandon Drive (Model) 3br/2.5ba 3,232 $399,990 N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316

78717 Austin Avery Ranch West 14312 Mowsbury Drive 3br/2ba 1,409 $165,000 Diane Lipsitz Amelia Bullock Realtors 632-9264

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Far West 11105 Los Comanchos Road 3br/2ba 2,015 $199,500 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron inc. 258-0909

78717 Austin Woods of Brushy Creek 8306 Cambria drive 3br/2.5ba 2,419 $214,500 don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356

78717 Austin Woods Brushy Creek 8302 Cornerwood 5br/3ba 3,488 $278,900 Barbie Wells-Joplin 1% Realty, LLC 924-1897

78717 Austin Avery Ranch Brookside 10013 Royal New Kent 5br/3.5ba 4,046 $388,200 Gene Arant Keller Williams Realty 261-1000

78717 Austin Avery Ranch 15009 Banbridge Trl. 5br/4ba 3,890 $368,000 Arthur LaGuette Owner 289-9151

78717 Austin Avery South 9212 Castle Pines Drive 5br/4ba 4,176 $394,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534

real estate listings

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
Cedar park, leander and austin

1807 Kwai Cove, Leander $179,900

2708 Tumbling River, Leander $199,899

2407 Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander $559,000

1311 Chardonnay Xing, Leander $199,700

2604  South Walker, Leander $125,000

1302 Ravensbrook Drive, Cedar Park $278,100

11105 Los Comanchos Road, Austin $199,500
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78727 Austin Lamplight Village 2111 Singletree Ave. 3br/2ba 1,244 $137,000 Cathy Z. Powell Amelia Bullock Realtors 917-1726

78727 Austin Milwood 4705 Callisto Ter 3br/2ba 1,408 $160,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507

78727 Austin Northwood 3605 Oak Creek Drive 3br/2ba 1,469 $199,900 Kevin Phelps Phelps Properties 443-8542

78727 Austin Milwood 4801 Ganymede 3br/2ba 1,510 $219,000 Gene Arant Keller Williams Realty 261-1000

78727 Austin Milwood 4503 Cumbria Lane 3br/2.5ba 1,998 $238,800 Tammy Fariss Tammy Fariss, Realtors 836-4437

78727 Austin Preston Oaks 4520 Destinys Gate 3br/2.5ba 2,168 $249,900 Barbie Wells-Joplin 1% Realty, LLC 924-1897

78729 Austin Springswood 8930 Black Oak 3br/2ba 1,509 $157,900 Georgia Buttler Amelia Bullock Realtors 560-4228

78729 Austin Cobblestone Condo  8518 Cahill Drive #45 3br/2.5ba 1,523 $179,900 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams 921-4150

78729 Austin Springwoods 9104 Hazelhurst 4br/2.5ba 2,393 $239,000 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942

78729 Austin Forest North Estates 13011 Sherbourne St. 3br/2ba 2,128 $260,000 Robert Kauffman/doug Parnell Keller Williams Realty 853-0110

78729 Austin Milwood 13201 Humphrey Drive 5br/4ba 3,351 $284,900 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490

78750 Austin Park West Condo 10616 Mellow Meadows #10D 2br/2ba 952 $72,500 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 258-0909

78750 Austin Sonesta West 8515 Fathom Circle 3br/2.5ba 2,998 $254,000 Susan Hochderffer Amelia Bullock Realtors 689-0944

78750 Austin Spicewood at Bull Creek 10203 Lockerbie Court 4br/3.5ba 3,529 $574,777 Christy Taylor Keller Williams 507-5632

78758 Austin Park at Quail Village 9502 Quail Village Lane 3br/2.5ba 1,237 $110,000 Linda Moore Amelia Bullock Realtors 577-1015

78758 Austin Enclave at Gracywoods 1402 Gorham Street  4br/2.5ba 2,270 $302,005  David Weekley Homes N/A 490-1367

78759 Austin oak Forest 7405 Fireoak drive 4br/2.5ba 2,382 $309,900 Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675

78759 Austin Twin Mesa 8400 Mesa Doble 3br/2ba 2,392 $399,000 Cabrera Webster/Quadlander Amelia Bullock Realtors 924-9923

78759 Austin Great Hills 5807 Painted Valley Drive 3br/2.5ba 2,643 $459,900 Sandy Kerr Keller Williams 431-8608

78628 Georgetown 10 acres 2905 Cedar Hollow 2br/2ba 2,186 $399,900 Mike Knight One Percent Realty                                 931-2456

78628 Georgetown Gabriel’s overlook 124 Park Place Lot 4.17 acres $96,999 Agent - Faith Staires RE/MAX Austin Skyline 426-3115

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook  112 Westview Drive 5br/2.5ba 3,226 $435,000 David R Van Noy Howard Nemetsky 528-0404

78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 111 Lovie 5br/5.5ba 5,694 $808,548 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams 964-3010

78626 Georgetown Morrow Addition 1222 S Church St. 3br/1ba 1,694 $219,900 Tommi Larrison Coldwell Banker United 630-5777

78626 Georgetown Villages at Berry Creek 7745 Squirrel Hollow 4br/2.5ba 2,601 $199,900 don dungan, Broker Keller Williams  439-3628

78633 Georgetown Walnut Springs 120 Layton Way 4br/3ba 2,875 $423,000 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942

78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2407 Arbor Drive 5br/3.5ba 4,389 $379,900 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942

78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 16536 Avaranche Way 5br/4ba 4,122 $289,900 Kevin Phelps Phelps Properties 443-8542

78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 1105 Hidden Glen 5br/4ba 4,228 $389,000 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312

78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3505 Dolomite Trail  3br/2.5ba 2,224 $252,099  David Weekley Homes N/A 733-6977

78681 Round Rock Stone Canyon 8704 Glen Canyon 3br/2ba 1,820 $187,500 Robert Fischer Keller Williams 791-0229

78665 Round Rock Teravista 4306 Fairway Path 5br/2ba 3,036 $247,000 Brian Schwab N/A 567-4301

78681 Round Rock Villages of Brushy Creek 15820 Neenah Oak Loop  3br/2ba 1,650 $209,866  David Weekley Homes N/A 733-6977 

78641 Round Rock Vista Oaks 3920 Artesia Bend 5br/4ba N/A $270,000 Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City II 426-1881

78681 Round Rock Vista Oaks  4317 S. Summercrest 4br/2.5ba 2,336 $199,500 Sammy & Jamie Rizzotto Howard Nemetsky 528-0404

78681 Round Rock Walsh Ranch 3558 Alexandrite Way 4Br/4Ba 3,106 $398,500 Sam Wigginton Five Star GMAC 563-3144

78681 Round Rock Walsh Ranch 3304 Alexandrite 5br/4ba 4,173 $482,500 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507

7405 Fireoak drive, Austin $309,900

3558 Alexandrite Way, Round Rock $398,500

real estate listings

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
austin, georgetoWn and round roCk

4503 Cumbria Lane,  Austin $238,800

*All square footage is approximate and per tax or appraisal district records. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent/seller for the most current and reliable information.

Cast a winning ballot with the Presidential Money Market account 
from OMNIBANK.  With a great rate and a bank you can trust, 
you know you have a winning combination.  Contact a customer 

service representative for more details today!

Count on us.

3.45% APY*

*Minimum Balance to open and receive stated APY(annual percentage yield) is $250,000.  Maximum Balance to receive stated APY is $5,000,000.  
Balances over $5,000,000 will not earn interest.  Balances $150,000-$249,999 receive 2.45% APY.  Balances $50,000-$149,999 receive 1.45% APY.  
Balances less than $50,000 receive 0.41% APY.  The annual percentage yields are accurate as of publication date.  We may change the interest rate 
and APY at any time after the account is open.  Fees could reduce earnings on the account.  New money only.  FDIC Insured.

www.omnibank.com

1861 S. Lakeline Blvd
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512-506-2900

7745 Squirrel Hollow, Georgetown $199,900
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78729 Austin Car Wash 6508 McNeil Road N/A $745,000 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800
78613 Cedar Park Creek Bend Office Condo  930 S. Bell Blvd. Unit 106 1,000 $134,900 Marilyn Kurka New Home Solutions 250-5600
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek Village 351 Cypress Creek Road 31,625 $5,000,000 Donna Ripley, CCIM Grubb & Ellis 788-5888
78613 Cedar Park N/A 300 E. New Hope Road 1,500-7,500 0.75/sq ft + NNN 12 oaks Business Park N/A 260-1762
78613 Cedar Park oakmont Business Park 1460 E. Whitestone Blvd. 581-1,885 $17.50 psf/yr + NNN david Sour Burke Real Estate Group 439-4057
78613 Cedar Park Vista Ridge oaks 16103 FM 1431 1.51 acres $500,000 Bambi Hampton Smyth design & Realty 636-2907
78628 Georgetown Crestview Addition 1616 Williams Drive C 827 $1300/month Wally Wilson/Bryan Jamison RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Georgetown Airport 402 Wright Brothers 15,200 $1,100,000 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams  439-3628
78626 Georgetown Land/Acreage Hwy. 29 & Ronald Reagan 32 acres $4,878,720 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800
78628 Georgetown N/A 1603 Northwest Blvd. 9,078 $890,000 Greg Gaynor Marcus & Millichap 338-7835
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 1918 Leander Road 1,692 $310,000 Wally Wilson/Daniel Explorations RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78641 Leander N/A 101 E. South St. 0.6427 acres $398,944 Tammy Walker Synterra Property Group  947-1515
78641 Leander N/A 911 CR 271 (Hwy 183-A) 6,250 $695,000 Tammy Walker Synterra Property Group  947-1515
78641 Leander N/A 9220 FM 2243 9,000 $695,000 Tammy Walker Synterra Property Group  947-1515
78641 Leander N/A 700 Leander Drive 3.24 acres $705,672 Tammy Walker Synterra Property Group  947-1515
78641 Leander N/A 10860 & 10870 E. Crystal Falls 80 acres $4,029,562 Tammy Walker Synterra Property Group  947-1515
78660 Pflugerville Across from Walmart 1601 Pfennig 2,064 $550,000 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams  439-3628
78660 Pflugerville Auto Shop Toll 130 & Rowe Lane N/A $125,000 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800
78660 Pflugerville Sur 3 Blessing  1601 E. Pfennig Lane 2,064 $550,000 Margarita Dove Realtor 657-5795
78664 Round Rock Austin Addition 2531 Double Creek Drive 128,502 $700,000 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 258-0909
78681 Round Rock office/Warehouse Condos FM 172 & Chisolm Trail N/A $149,950/each Scott Nicholson/discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800
78665 Round Rock University Commons 4010 Sandy Brook 2,000 $350,000 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams  439-3628

commercial    real estate

103 n. Bell Blvd. • cedar Park 1701 S. West drive • leander

5,344 sq. ft.
$1.60/sq. ft. + NNN 
Agent: O’Barr Rost
PR Investments • 633-3197

1,096 sq. ft.
$477,400 
Agent: Noble E. Walker
784-5503

2 31 9900 W. parmer lane •  austin

30,000 sq. ft. 
$22-$24/sq. ft. 
Agent: Ryder Jeanes
Weitzman Group • 482-0094

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send an e-mail to realestate@impact-
news.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. Although every effort has been made to ensure the 
timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent/seller for the most current and reliable information. 

Note: Only those properties within Community Impact Newspaper’s 
current distribution area are included.

1616 Williams Drive C, Georgetown           $1300/month

1601 Pfennig, Pflugerville         $550,000

*All square footage is approximate and per tax or appraisal district records.

City Property Address Size* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
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Community Impact A

Only office park in Northwest to rise 14-stories tall.
Prominent location at US 183 and SH-45.

PROPERTY DEVELOPED BY: FOR LEASING INFORMATION:

Bart Matheney
Aquila Commercial

matheney@aquilacommercial.com
512.684.3808

www.aspen-prop.com

www.AspenLakeAustin.com

visibil ity

AUSTIN ENERGY
GREEN BUILDING

Two Stars

ASPEN
LAKE


