
m a r c h  2008  |  volume 2, issue 13

Community Corridor  
Cypress Creek Road: Lakeline 
Boulevard to US 183
Page 19

in
s
id

e

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

COMMUNITY IMPACT
78613

Discovery Business 
Park 
Page 14

Community Savings Guide begins page 35

Printed on recycled paper

Business Profiles
Cedar Park Driving 
Range 
Page 4

Seasons Garden 
Center
Page 5
Drew and Carl Demler 
both have green thumbs.

w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m

CONTINUED ON |10

Notes of Hope
Page 13

New parks 
set tone for 
summer months

As brisk winter mornings give way to 
warm spring evenings, and children begin 
staring out the school windows, Cedar 
Park and Leander prepare for the summer 
vacation months with new pools, BMX 
tracks and hike-and-bike trails galore. 
Veterans Memorial Park

The Cedar Park Parks and Recreation 
Department has been busy completing 
Veterans Memorial Park.

CONTINUED ON |25

by Mark Collins
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The 48-acre community park was 
purchased in 2005 with $1.4 million from 
2001 general obligation bonds. The park is 
located near the intersection of Whitestone 
Boulevard and the future New Hope Road 
extension.

Phase one of Veterans Memorial Park 
includes Cedar Park’s largest public pool. 
With 8,500 sq. ft. of water surface area the 
pool is slightly larger than Milburn Pool. 
The most notable difference, however, 
will be the amount of deck space, which 
is approximately twice the size of Milburn 
Pool and includes 10 shaded structures 
available for rent.

“A neat part of this pool is how much 
deck space we have with shaded pavilions 
and umbrellas,” Cedar Park Parks and 
Recreation Director Curt Randa said.

The water area also includes a large zero-
depth area and water playscape for small 
children, a 3 to 4-foot area for older children 
with water basketball and a crossing 
activity and two lanes to accommodate lap 
swimmers. A large diving platform will 

Total revenue:
$19 million

Where your toll money goes

Average weekday
transactions

in January 2008:

55,758

Toll revenue
for January 2008:

$1.23 million

2008 Annual 
projection

2008 Operating 
budget

This pays for 
bond debt, cost 

of operating 
the road, cost 
of collecting 

the tolls, 
maintenance and 
repair costs, and 
administrative 

costs

Although currently only 4.5 miles 
of tolled road, Toll 183A is a stretch of 
pavement that has become a big topic of 
conversation. 

The road, which opened in March 2007, 
starts at Toll 45 in Northwest Austin and 
runs northward, ending just past RM 1431. 
Future expansion will take the road farther 
north through Leander, past RM 2243, 
ending just south of the South Fork San 
Gabriel River. Frontage lanes have already 
been built to the river, north of Leander. 
They are open and free to use.

Toll 183A was originally part of the Texas 
Department of Transportation’s Central 
Texas Turnpike Project — along with Toll 
45, Toll 130 and Toll 1 — but got bumped 
from the project due to lack of funding. As a 

Questions answered about 
Cedar Park and Leander’s 
first toll road

Toll 183A: 
One year later

by shannon Colletti and kara Vaught

result, the Central Texas Regional Mobility 
Authority took it over. 
CTRMA

Williamson and Travis counties created 
the CTRMA through a partnership after it 
had become apparent that state and federal 
dollars for transportation were getting 
harder to obtain, said Steve Pustelnyk, 
CTRMA’s director of communications. 

In 2001, the state legislature passed the 
regional mobility authority legislation that 
gave communities the flexibility to house 
multiple transportation needs under one 
roof. An RMA could be a tolling agency, 
the operator of an airport or bus line or any 
transportation provider.

“When the RMA legislation passed in 
2001, Williamson and Travis counties got 
together and said, ‘OK, now that this is 
available to us, we ought to form one of 
these agencies to get some projects done 
around here that had been stagnating,” 
Pustelnyk said. 

The first was Toll 183A. The CTRMA 
used initial seed money from the counties 
and eventually received grant money from 
TxDOT to move forward with the project. 
Pustelnyk said that once it was able to issue 
bonds, the CTRMA became self-sustaining 

and no longer received money from TxDOT 
or the counties for the Toll 183A project. 
As the mobility authority looks at taking on 
other projects, additional public support 
may be necessary to make some projects 
feasible. The Capital Area Metropolitan 

Planning Organization ultimately decides 
how transportation dollars will be allocated 
in Central Texas.

“We’re just the implementer,” he said. “We 

Net total

Average monthly 
toll revenue 

x 12
= $15.50 million 

(revenue)

        $3.50 million
(interest earned)

=    $19 million

$7.17 million
(expenses)

 $6.95 million
(depreciation, 

interest expenditures)

=    $14.12 million

Total operation costs:
- $14.12 million

This can be used for:
•	 Toll	183A	

extension
•		 Possible	

managed lane 
on	US	183	to	
the south

•		 Other	projects

=   $4.88 million 
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St. David’s HealthCare offers fi ve fully staffed ERs in the greater Austin area, each with a nationally accredited Chest Pain 

Center.  At North Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown hospitals, our ERs stand ready with board-certifi ed emergency 

medicine specialists and the depth of over 1,300 physicians. In an emergency, make sure you choose a St. David’s ER.

Find a St. David’s ER or doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aust in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t .  Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
S t . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l

SD 10 x 13.2875.indd   2 8/23/07   5:42:00 PM
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The new 2008 RX
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quite like a Lexus.
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With spring around the corner, this is 
the time of year when I feel the need to 
create, whether by trying a new hobby 
or planting flowers. The warm weather 
brings people outdoors to enjoy the 
sunshine.

Cedar Park and Leander have big park 
projects in the works, and residents will 
have a wide variety of outdoor activities 
available to them soon. Some of our most 
frequently asked questions are about 
when or if the Texas X Park will begin 
construction. In addition to this privately-
owned outdoor venue, the cities’ parks 
and recreation departments have been 
gearing up for spring, and we’ve provided 

news about all of this as you make your 
spring and summer outdoor plans. 

If you’re looking for an easy way to make a 
difference in the lives of others, this month’s 
non-profit profile will give you an outlet. 
Notes of Hope, begun by Cedar Park resi-
dent, Jayne Clark, gathers comforting letters 
from volunteers to send to military families 
who have lost a loved one killed while serv-
ing our country.

Spring is a time for growth, and our com-
pany continues to grow in a number of ways. 
One of my favorites of the past few weeks 
was the birth of Kaitlyn Sarah Vaught on 
March 2 to our assistant editor, Kara Vaught. 

Another addition (or edition) is in the 
south Austin area. On April 11, Community 
Impact Newspaper launches its fifth paper to 
businesses and residents in the Southwest 
Austin area. We look forward to bringing 
hyper-local news to another part of the 
Greater Austin area.

Employment Opportunity We	are	looking	for	an	Account	Executive	to	join	our	sales	team.	
Candidates	should	have	a	strong	background	in	sales,	marketing	or	a	related	field.	Prior	experience	with	
other	publications	a	plus.	Visit	www.impactnews.com/jobs	or	e-mail	lwickett@impactnews.com
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Cedar park driving range • Cedar park

our game got.”
Gordy is now managing the Cedar Park 

Driving Range, which has been open in 
Cedar Park since 2004. The range features 
38 hitting stations, 20 of which are under 
a canopy. The farthest target is 365 yards 
away, offering golfers plenty of room to 
practice different types of shots, such as 
putting, chipping and driving, he said.

The variety enables Gordy and his PGA 
teaching pro, Joey Clendening, to instruct 
golfers of all skill levels. 

“We welcome everybody,” he said. “If 
they’ve never swung a club before, we’ll 
at least give them the basics. There’s no 
charge for that. In 10 minutes I’ll have 
them hitting straight.”

Clendening offers professional 
instruction now, but Gordy said he hopes 
to have more teachers as business picks up.

Gordy’s career has taken many different 
forms, from working in advertising across 
the U.S. to a consulting job that took him 
to South Africa.

Gordy designed the driving range, while 
working as a consultant at Accelerated 
Building Technologies. He finished the 
project and then left to work for a different 
company. He took over management of 
the driving range March 1.

Cedar Park Driving Range
www.cedarparkdrivingrange.com

1700 Hur Industrial Blvd.
267-6905

business    profile by beth Wade

“I’m one of those people who builds 
something, takes it to a level and then 
sets it free and lets someone else put 
themselves into it,” he said. “Then I’m on 
to the next challenge.”

Gordy is facing the challenges of 
managing his new business with his two 
children. Michelle Hansen operates the 
office and general business, while his son, 
Chris Clem, handles the landscaping and 
general maintenance. 

Along with day-to-day maintenance, 
the family is planning several renovations, 
including new mats at the tee boxes and a 
new putting green.

With his family at his side, Gordy wants 
to turn the place around and make it a 
family fun center for golfers of all ages to 
play.

“The vision was always to make it more 
of a fun community thing for families,” 
Gordy said. “We do have a picnic area, and 
they can come and picnic or putt, free of 
charge. They can come and just have a lot 
of fun.”

Gordy will offer free golf clinics at least 
once a week to the public beginning in 
April. Check the Web site for additional 
information, including tee times and clinic 
topics.

Owner Gaylen Gordy

His first golf swing happened at a 
country club in Idaho at age 7, and 

today, almost 60 years later, Gaylen Gordy 
is back on course.

“I had a good friend whose father was 
a member of a country club in Idaho,” 

Gordy said. “He would drop us off, 
and we would play golf all day. Then he 
would pick us up at night. After a couple 
of weeks, he had the professional at the 
clubhouse cut down a set of clubs for us. 
We were amazed about how much better 

Baskets 
Regular – 50 balls - $6
Large – 100 balls - $9
Jumbo – 150 balls - $12

Individual annual memberships - $200 (includes an 
unlimited amount of balls and trips to the driving range) N

Cedar Park 
Driving Range

FM 1431/White stone Blvd.

GOlf BAll PRICING OPTIONS

Lakeline B
lvd.

H
ur 

Industrial 
B

lvd.

Serving Austin with pride for 70 years.

We’ll beat any price in Texas on  a new 
Chevy...GUARANTEED.

We won’t just sell you a car today, 
we’ll build a relationship for a lifetime.

Henna Chevrolet
    We’ll stand by you!

(512) 402-5856
OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-8PM

VIEW OUR INVENTORY AT WWW.HENNA.COM
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SEASONS GARDEN CENTER  • Leander

Drew Demler’s love for 
horticulture stemmed from 

a lifetime spent around trees and 
plants.

“I started out in the nursery 
business at 16 as a Christmas tree 
salesman,” said Drew, co-owner 
of Seasons Garden Center. “I’ve 
just always done this, always. My 
whole adult life has been working 
with plants.”

Drew was born and raised in 
Baton Rouge, where his father, 
Carl, owned a tree farm. The duo 
had long talked about opening a 
garden center in Louisiana, but 
when Drew saw the potential for 
growth in Leander, he recognized 
a location ideal for a young 
business.

“It’s something I had my eye on 
doing for a long time, and when 
the time was right, we jumped,” 
Drew said. “When we first moved 
out here, you could look around 
and there weren’t a lot of people 

business    profile by Mark Collins

yet. We wanted to get in here, get 
our feet wet for a couple seasons 
while things were growing up.”

That was in 2003. Five years 
later an H-E-B is down the 
street and Lowe’s will soon be 
competing with the Demlers for 
business.

“I’m not concerned at all. I 
think having those landmark 
stores around you really helps 
increase the traffic flow,” Drew 
said. “Not to sound crazy, but it 
would be great if they opened a 
Home Depot right next to us.”

Seasons is a full-service garden 
center that provides more than 
50 different species of trees and a 
wide array of plants, flowers and 
soils. The center also provides 
delivery service, tree plantings 
and landscaping consultation.

For a small fee, Drew will 
meet with homeowners at their 
residence and walk the property 
to coordinate flower beds and 

Seasons Garden Center
11892 FM 2243

528-0830
www.seasonsoftexas.com

Co-owners Carl and Drew Demler

PlANTS fIT TO lIVE IN TExAS

Old FM 2243

N

Seasons 
Garden Center

B
agdad R

d.

Seasons Garden Center makes a point of helping customers choose trees and plants 
that	will	thrive	in	the	local	climate.	Here	are	a	few	things	to	look	for	when	planting	in	
Central Texas:

Drought tolerant: Plants	must	with-
stand long stretches without rain and 
not	require	water	on	a	daily	basis.
Tolerant of rocky soils:	Plants	are	
planted in garden soil but trees have to 
be able to survive in the less-than-ideal 
terrain.
Heat tolerant: Plants	must	be	able	to	
withstand	hot	summer	sun.

other landscaping. Drew takes 
the sketch back to the garden 
center, where the customer joins 
him to pick out plants and work 
on the design together. The 
arrangement allows the customer 
to see exactly what they’re getting 
and make changes with an 
expert’s advice.

“Our services set us apart,” 
Drew said.

The nursery’s specialty is 
fruit trees. Drew has appeared 
on PBS’ Central Texas Gardner 
program multiple times and has 
14 different types of pear trees 
growing on the property, in 
addition to plum and apple trees.

The father-son team has 
worked well together though 
the years and is considering 
expansion to the property behind 
Seasons.

“We’ve definitely made a lot of 
good friends here,” Drew said of 
Leander.

Introducing Business Class Phone 
only from Time Warner Cable.

A better CHOICE in business phone service.
From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Call 866-877-4841 or 
© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.  Some restrictions may apply.

Custom Bundle Packages
Now Available!

or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.
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Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd. The 
sale will last from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on April 
12, 1-4 p.m. on April 13 and 9 a.m.-noon on 
April 14. Prices range from 50 cents to $2. 
For more information, call 401-5600 or visit 
www.cedarparktx.us.

2  Ready for tax season
For those scrambling to get taxes finished 
before the April 15 deadline, Instant Tax 
Service is here to help. The income tax 
preparation firm offers expert advice and 
recently opened at 251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 108. 
For more information, call 356-9125 or visit 
www.instanttaxservice.com.

3  Discount cleaners
A 1.99 Cleaners opened at 2011 Little Elm 
Trail. The business offers $1.99 dry cleaning 
service for any garment. Laundered shirts 
are $1.29. Clothing brought by 9 a.m. 
will receive same-day service. For more 
information, call 250-1460.

4  Eatery upgrade
The Chili’s restaurant at 11012 Pecan Park 
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Cedar Park
License to drive
Texans voted online for a new general-issue 
license plate. The winning license plate was 
“Lone Star Texas” which displays a white 
lone star in the left-hand corner and wide 
brushes of red and blue across a Texas sky, 
with the bottom half of the plate a low-lying 
mountain range designed by the Texas 
Department of Transportation. In early 
2009, the state will change to a seven-
character, alpha-numeric plate pattern. By 
law, the Texas Transportation Commission 
must give final approval to the new general-
issue plate design.

 
1  Used book sale

Friends of the Cedar Park Public Library 
will host a used book sale at the Cedar Park 

N

Blvd. has undergone a re-imaging and is 
ready to show off its new look. The $650,000 
dollar improvements include a new motif 
and color scheme, both inside and out. For 
more information, call 336-0323 or visit 
www.chilis.com.

5  Skateboard shop
Skaters have a new place to hang out. 
District Skate Supply opened Feb. 1 and 
has a wide variety of skateboard equipment, 
supplies and apparel. The locally owned 
skate shop is located at 200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 
B7 and buys direct to help keep prices down. 
For more information, call 276-2080.

6  More shiny things
Claire’s, a national jewelry retailer, is now 
open in 1890 Ranch, 1335 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. E500. The jewelry store also sells 
makeup, perfume and performs ear piercing. 
For more information, call 260-7908 or visit 
www.claires.com.

7     Don’t get nervous
Dr. George Creel has moved his 6-year-old 

community    impact
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Lowe’s Board Cutting Ceremony
10a.m., 1495 N. US 183

Contact: 259-1907 or www.leandercc.org

Sign language storytime
Come see stories in sign language at 1:30 p.m.

Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd.
Contact: 401-5600 or www.cedarparktx.us

Casino night for literacy
7:30-11 p.m. All proceeds benefit Williamson County 

Literacy Council
Allen R. Baca Center, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., Ste. 2, Round Rock
Cost: $25 per person includes drink and chips
Contact: 244-8445

AARP meeting
Meets first Wednesday of each month at 10 a.m.

High Point Fellowship, 600 W. New Hope Road
Contact: 250-5060

Writer’s workshop
Floyd Hugh Palmer teaches novice writers how to 

write short stories for magazines from 6-7 p.m., sign up at 
the library
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road
Contact: 259-5259 or www.youseemore.com/leander

Leander Chamber of Commerce golf 
tournament

Crystal Falls Golf Course, 3400 Crystal Falls Pkwy.
Contact: 259-1907 or www.leandercc.org

Active adult day trip to Zilker Botanical Gardens
Leave at 10 a.m. from Leander Parks and Recreation 

Department, 406 Municipal Drive
Contact: 528-9909 or www.leanderpard.com

Hope Connections Pregnancy Resource Center 
Open House, 10a.m.-noon, 2701 S. US 183, Ste. C

Contact: 260-8855 or www.hcprc.org

Cedar Park Library Reception
Come see the new Radio Frequency 

Identification check-out system in action.
April 14 from 10 a.m.-noon and April 15 from 2-4 p.m.
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd.
Contact: 401-5600 or www.cedarparktx.us

American Cancer Society Relay For Life
Running Brushy Middle School, 2303 N. Lakeline Blvd.

Contact: 779-8008

Suddenlink Full Moon Concert
7-9 p.m.

Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
Contact: 528-9909 or www.leanderpard.com

Third Annual Leander Clean-up Day
7 a.m. - 4 p.m., must present Leander water bill and 

driver’s license. 607 Municipal Drive
Contact: 259-2640

Active adult day trip to state capitol
Leave at 10 a.m. from Leander Parks and Recreation 

Department, 406 Municipal Drive
Contact: 528-9909 or www.leanderpard.com

practice from Georgetown to 11901 Parmer 
Lane, Ste. 300. The NeuroScience Center 
is a general neurology center capable of 
handling any neurological case. Dr. Creel has 
18 years of experience as a neurologist. For 
more information, call 259-8880.

8  Remote-control cars
Hobby Express recently opened in Cedar 
Park at 251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 103. The shop 
specializes in remote-controlled airplanes, 
cars and trucks, but also has scrapbook 
materials, models and other general hobby 
paraphernalia. For more information, call 
992-2586 or visit www.thehobbyexpress.com.

9  Batter up
Just in time for baseball season, On 
Deck Circle is now open at 1200 Toro 
Grande Blvd., Ste. 200. The 8,500 sq. ft. air 
conditioned facility has six full-sized batting 
cages with varying speeds from 50-95 
mph. On Deck Circle has family packages 
and offers discounts for teams. For more 
information, call 986-5726 or visit www.
cedarparkbattingcages.com.

10  More bars in Cedar Park
The largest cellular network in the country 
has opened a new store in 1890 Ranch, 
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. J100. AT&T 
Mobility is open seven days a week and can 
help customers get connected with high-
speed internet, wireless service, phone service 
and television services. For more information, 
call 528-8170 or visit www.att.com.
 
11  Sandwich shop
With more than 50 different sandwiches 
to choose from, Which Wich? is open for 
business in 1890 Ranch, 1335 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. S180. The sandwich shop does 
not offer soup or salad, focusing solely on 
sandwiches served in brown paper bags. The 
eatery also offers chips, just-out-of-the-oven 
cookies and hand-dipped shakes. For more 
information, call 260-9424 or visit 
www.whichwich.com.

12  Free aerobic classes
The newly opened Chirofit Wellness Center 
at 901 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 200 will be 
offering free aerobic classes for all Cedar 
Park, Leander and Round Rock residents 
as a way of giving back to the community. 
Classes are on Wednesdays from 5-8 p.m. 
starting with yogalaties at 5 p.m., kickboxing 
and core at 6 p.m. and yoga at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 293-7973 or visit 
www.chirofitwellnesscenter.com.

Summer jobs
The City of Cedar Park is currently hiring 
for a camp counselor, camp coordinator, 
lifeguard, cashier and swim instructor. 
Applications may be downloaded at www.
cedarparktx.us under the Human Resource 
page.

13  Indoor sports complex
Austin Junior Volleyball, a non-profit 
youth organization, broke ground Feb. 6 
on a 35,000 sq. ft., two-level sports center 
located at 1420 Toro Grande Blvd. The 
center will include four volleyball courts, 
three basketball courts, a concession area, 
pro-shop and meeting rooms. For more 
information, call 479-8776 or visit 
www.austinsportscenter.com.

14  Nail salon
Providing manicures, pedicures and a host 
of other nail salon options, Classic Nails 
opened at 2011 Little Elm Trail, Ste. 108. The 
business is open seven days a week. To make 
an appointment, call 996-8560.

15  Under the knife
Surgeons Alan Abando and Nicole Basa 
formed a new practice located in the medical 
professional building, 1401 Medical Parkway 
B, Ste. 101. Cedar Park Surgeons performs 
most general surgery operations and 
specializes in minimally invasive procedures. 
Abando and Basa moved to Cedar Park to 
establish their practice, which opened at the 
end of January. For more information, call 
260-3444 or visit www.cpsurgeons.com.

Leander
16     Parent seminar series
Wendi Thompson, Sylvan Learning Center 
representative, has started a parent seminar 
series at the Leander Public Library, 1011 
S. Bagdad Road. Seminar topics include 
preparation for the TAKS test and how 
to keep children learning throughout the 
summer. The seminars are free, but an RSVP 
is required. The next meeting is planned 
for March 31 at 6:30 p.m. and will focus on 
at home strategies for a better student. For 
more information, e-mail 
centerdirector@sylvansinaustin.com.

Calling high school seniors
The Williamson County Bar Association 
is hosting an essay contest in honor of the 
50th anniversary of Law Day. All Williamson 
County high school seniors are eligible for 
the contest, which includes a $1,000 first 
place prize. Essays must be postmarked by 
April 15. For more information, call 
238-9206 or visit www.wilcobar.com.

17  Eggs in the hills
Members of VFW Post 10427 will host an 
egg hunt March 22 from 1-3 p.m. More than 
1,000 eggs will be hidden around the post, 
located at 8760 FM 2243. Participants need 
to bring a basket and prizes will be awarded 
to the top egg hunters. A bake sale benefiting 
cancer research will coincide with the egg 
hunt. For more information, call 260-8313.

Run, don’t walk
Leander High School will hold a 5k race 
and 1-mile fun run April 6 at Burden 
Elementary, 315 Stonewall Blvd., Liberty To submit information about Cedar Park or Leander, e-mail 

mcollins@impactnews.com.

community    events
March

25

14-15

2
April

18

Hill. The race begins at 8 a.m. with the fun 
run to follow at 8:45 a.m. Registration is $15 
through April 2 and $20 the day of the race. 
All proceeds benefit Leander High School 
project graduation. For more information, 
call 560-9624 or e-mail runnermom@austin.
rr.com.

Golf for a good cause
The Williamson County Humane Society 
will host the Dog Leg Classic April 21 at 
Cimmaron Hills in Georgetown, and spots 
are filling up fast. The scramble format 
tournament is $150 for an individual or $500 
for a team of four and includes green fees, 
cart, breakfast, lunch and complementary 
snacks and beverages all day. Mulligans will 
be for sale as well. For more information, call 
260-3602 or visit www.hswc.net.
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At the Great Wall Restaurant, the 
cuisines of Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore, 
Japan and China come together in a bounty 
of flavors. 

The family owned restaurant, opened 
since July 2007, is owned and operated 
by Esther, Hai and their son Thomas Lim. 
The Lim family also owns the Great Wall 
Express in Pflugerville, which has been 
in business for five years. With more 
tables and the absence of a drive through, 
Hai said this restaurant is designed to 
accommodate diners who have more time 
to relax and enjoy their meals.   

After picking up our paper menus 
at the cash register, our group chose a 
comfortable booth beneath a panoramic 
picture of the restaurant’s namesake:  The 
Great Wall of China.  With the mouth 
watering aromas and vivid images of the 
Great Wall’s massive winding walkways, 
we were all in the mood to sample an array 
of exotic cuisines.  

The meal got off to a tasty start with 
the Pu Pu Platter Appetizer Assortment 
($6.95), an array of delectable finger foods, 
such as eggrolls, shrimp toast, won tons, 
chicken wings, and batter fried shrimp, all 
perfectly fried and lightly breaded.  The 
Crab Rangoon appetizer ($3.75) tantalized 
our taste buds with a blend of cream cheese 
and crab meat in flaky fried wrappings.

Just a few seconds after the appetizer 
platter was placed on our table, all four 
slices of the crispy Shrimp Toast triangles 
vanished, so we decided to order a second 
helping of the deep fried water chestnut 
and sesame seed filled goodies ($3.75). 

For the main course, I chose the 
Ve r m i c e l l i 
N o o d l e s 
($6.75), a 
g e n e r o u s 
serving of long 
t r a n s l u c e n t 
rice noodles 
stir fried with 

GREAT WAll RESTAuRANT
neiGHborHooD    DininG by JessiCa sinn

The Great Wall Restaurant dining room.

Great Wall Restaurant
1906 Bagdad Rd. • Leander • 528-8892

Sunday-Thursday - 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
and 4:30 to 9 p.m.

Friday and Saturday. - 11 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
and 4:30 to 10 p.m.

N

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Great Wall 
Restaurant

S
. B

agdad R
d.

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10-7, Sun 12-6
600 South Bell Blvd (N. 183), Cedar Park

Home  &   Office

(512) 331-4455

YOU DESERVE A
 TAX BREAK!*

ON ALL FURNITURE & 
DECORATIVE ITEMS

Sale Ends March 31st

*Will discount your regular price purchase the amount you’d pay in Sales tax. Excludes delivery fees. 
Sales tax will be added to the reduced sales price. Good on in stock items only.

BEDROOM DINING ROOM

LIVING ROOM OFFICE

Ron Butler is a trial attorney who was licensed by the Texas Supreme Court 
in 1984 and is also licensed in the U.S. Courts, Western District and 5th 
Circuit.  He has 24 years of experience in many areas including divorce, 
adoption, criminal defense, wills and probate, civil disputes and personal 
injury. His background also includes health law, school law and condem-
nation matters.

Initial consultations are free by appointment.

When you need an advocate who is on your side of life, visit with an expe-
rienced attorney who is conveniently located in Discovery Business Park 
across from the Cedar Park Public Library.

Not certifi ed by the Texas Board of 

Legal specialization

Sometimes Life 
Needs an Advocate

Law Offices of Ron Butler • 715 Discovery Boulevard, Suite 207 
Cedar Park, Texas  78613 • (512) 260-0599

www.ronbutlerlaw.com

S
N

Lunch	specials	($5.25):		11	a.m.	to	2:30	p.m.	
Dinner	specials	($6.45):	4:30	to	9	p.m.
 
U n i q U e  S i D e  D i S h e S

· Fried Chinese Biscuits: Fried dough 
powdered with cinnamon and sugar 

	 ($1.50	for	four	pieces)
· Wakame Soup: Snowpeas, Chinese 

cabbage, mushrooms and seaweed 
	 ($1.25	for	a	cup,	$3.50	for	a	bowl)
·	 Shrimp	Puffs,	bite-sized	puffs	of	cheese-

filled	shrimp	($3.95	for	four	pieces)

LU n C h  A n D  D i n n e R  S P e C i A L S
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Toll 183A

Free Smile Makeover
Consultation

can plan and design projects, but we don’t 
make the final decision about what project 
is in the best interest of the community 
to build. CAMPO’s role is to decide how 
money that’s available for transportation in 
this community should be allocated.”

Although Toll 183A is owned and operated 
by the mobility authority, the agency relies 
on private sector consultants to do much of 
the work. The HNTB Corporation served as 
Toll 183A’s general engineering consultant. 
Hill Country Constructors, a partnership 
between Austin-based J.D. Abrams, L.P. 
and California-based Granite Construction, 
built the road. The total cost of the open 
segment of Toll 183A is about $238 million.

“We are legally able to provide a wide 
range of transportation services or projects, 
but tolling is our primary focus,” Pustelnyk 
said. “In the future we could be involved in 
other projects and can also build projects 
that are not tolled, if we have a source of 
revenue.”

The CTRMA has six future, CAMPO-
approved projects currently planned, 
including the “Manor Expressway,” which 
involves converting Hwy. 290 East to a 
controlled-access expressway from US 183 
to Parmer Lane. (The road system will still 
have free frontage roads.) It is also working 
on a hike-and-bike trail to parallel Toll 183A 
that should be finished next year.
Cedar Park’s perceptions

Cedar Park City Manager Brenda Eivens 
said that when Toll 183A first opened, 
residents noticed a very distinctive change 
in the traffic patterns, with traffic moving off 
of US 183. As this happened, city staff fielded 
calls from concerned owners of businesses 
along US 183. She said when the toll road 
started charging tolls, however, that some of 
the traffic returned to US 183, and the calls 
subsided.

“What we’ve seen over the last year is more 
of a balancing, with people coming back to 
183,” Eivens said. “I think each of them gets 
a benefit from that. You’ve got 183, which is 
not a parking lot because you’ve been able to 
relieve some of that congestion. And at the 
same time, according to the RMA, you see a 
strong ridership on their road as well.”

Eivens said the city looks upon Toll 183A 
as a positive thing for Cedar Park.

“The city’s position has been a favorable 
position. It’s opened up land for development 
for the city and provided an alternative to 
183 in terms of mobility.”

Harold Dean, Cedar Park’s chamber of 
commerce president, also said he views Toll 
183A favorably.

“It seems like it’s getting quite a bit of use, 
which tells me [Cedar Park residents are] 
enjoying it because it cuts down their travel 
time,” he said. “I’m glad it’s here. It was a 
long-time coming.”

Dean also said the toll road is “a great 
economic generator” and is creating a lot of 
commercial and retail development, such as 
1890 Ranch, Cedar Park Regional Medical 
Center and the just-announced special 
events center. He does not believe there is 
a negative connotation toward Toll 183A 
because people are not forced to use it. He 
also said he does not think the toll road will 

take business away from businesses on 
US 183.

“I think it’s going to help alleviate 
some traffic on US 183 and, therefore, 
allow the local folks to get around easier 
and get out and utilize their businesses. 
Plus the traffic won’t be quite as heavy 
and you can turn your head and see a 
business easier than you could before 
without running into the rear of 
someone. So I think it might help. The 
retailers might think differently.”

Ruben de la Rosa, owner of Davlynn’s 
Gift & Craft Mall, which is on US 183, 
said he may have lost some business 
because newcomers use Toll 183A and 
do not see his store. He added, however, 
that most people using the toll road 
are in a hurry and would not stop to 
shop anyway and that the toll road has 
actually made it easier for customers to 
get in and out of his shopping center. 

“We’ve seen a little bit of an effect, but 
the locals that know about us are the 
ones that use 183 to get to us,” he said.

Pet Connection and Moonie’s Burger 
House, other US 183 businesses, have 
not seen a decrease in business because 
of the toll road.

“As far as business is concerned, it 
hasn’t hurt us,” said Sam McAdams, 
manager of Pet Connection. “It’s 
lessened some of the traffic on 183, but 
it hasn’t done it to the extent of where 
it’s affected business negatively — not 
for us, anyway.”

Moonie’s Burger House owner Angela 
Gingrass said her restaurant has not 
been hurt, either.

“When [Toll 183A] first opened and 

it was free to everybody, we saw less traffic 
outside, but it didn’t seem to affect us at 
all. But traffic came back once it was no 
longer free to people. Our business has 
pretty much stayed the same. We are real 
fortunate. We have not been impacted at 
all.”
leander’s perceptions

Mary Bradshaw, Leander’s chamber of 
commerce president, said residents have 
been receptive to the toll road.

“I think [community response has] 
been very positive so far,” she said. “Maybe 
some of that is because there’s no toll on 
it yet up here. I think everybody’s been 
very open to it and looked forward to it 
opening. I think they use it beyond where 
it tolls, also.”

Bradshaw said she cannot imagine why 
people would not be open to the toll road 
because it is simply another travel option, 
one that people can choose to use.

“With transportation issues being the 
way they are, I can’t imagine why anyone 
would be against it,” she said. “We just see 
it as a great corridor opening up traffic and 
opening up land for more development so 
we’re excited about it. We expect to see a 
lot of commercial growth out there along 
the 183A corridor.”

Mayor John Cowman echoed her 
sentiments.

“The 183A toll road has been well 
received by Leander and its citizenry,” 
he said. “The toll road in and of itself is 
accessibility, and that is what Williamson 
County specifically demanded. If I could 
say one thing [only]: The toll road has 
brought a very positive feeling to our 
region, and we’re eating it up.”

TxTags and Toll 183A
With cash lanes closing by the end of the year, drivers will need to purchase a TxTag 

or rely on the pay-by-mail option, which is more expensive and does not roll out until 
this	spring,	to	use	Toll	183A.	

TxTag customers receive a 
10% discount on tolls.

TxTags allow drivers to pay tolls without stopping at toll 
plazas.	 A	 small	 sticker	mounted	 near	 the	 rearview	mirror	
contains a chip that can be read at highway speed by 
sensors	mounted	on	toll	plazas.	Each	time	a	vehicle	passes	
under	a	plaza,	 the	amount	of	 the	 toll	 is	debited	 from	the	
prepaid	 account	 associated	 with	 the	 tag.	 TxTags	 can	 be	
used on any toll road throughout the state, and customers 
also	receive	a	10-percent	discount	on	tolls.

TxTags can be purchased at the cash lane of any toll 
plaza,	at	www.txtag.org or by calling 1-888-GoTxTag (1-888-
468-9824).

Toll road rates 
(2-axle vehicles) TxTag rate Cash rate  Pay by Mail

$0.68	 $0.75	 $0.90

$0.45	 																				 $0.50	 	 $0.60

Plazas

Ramps

$1.35	 $1.50	 $1.80

$0.45	 $0.50	 $0.60

Plazas

Ramps

$1.35	 $1.50	 N/A

$0.45	 	 $0.50	 	 N/A

$0.45	 	 N/A	 	 N/A

Park	Street
Main	Plaza

Ramps

Lakeline
Plaza*

Toll 1 & 
Toll 45

Toll 130

Toll 183A

*	Only	TxTag	is	accepted	as	payment	at	the	Mainline	Plaza/Lakeline	Mall	Dr.	location.	
There	are	no	cash	toll	booths.
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Traffic Revenue

This figure shows the relationship between toll rates and roadway usage. The point where 
the two lines cross represents the planned $2.00 toll rate at the Park Street Main Plaza on Toll 
183A in 2017. if the Mobility Authority were to raise the toll rate, it would collect more money, 
but fewer people would use the road. if it were to lower the toll, more people would use the 
road, but it would collect less money. Volmer, now Stantec, conducted a traffic and revenue 
study in 2004 to get these figures.
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Toll	 183A	 is	 11.6	miles	 long,	 including	 about	 4.5	miles	 of	 tolled	 road	 in	 addition	 to	 the	
frontage	roads,	which	there	is	no	charge	to	use.	

Eventually the tolled portion will extend to the San Gabriel River, on the northern edge of 
Leander,	heading	toward	Liberty	Hill.	Construction	has	not	started	yet,	but	the	extension	could	
be	completed	in	as	little	as	three	years,	said	Steve	Pustelnyk,	Central	Texas	Regional	Mobility	
Authority	spokesman.	The	extension	initially	was	not	expected	to	be	completed	until	2017.	

“Our	traffic	has	been	so	much	stronger	than	originally	projected,	we	feel	we	may	be	 in	a	
position	to	move	forward	more	quickly	in	financing	the	extension,”	Pustelnyk	said.

Future extension of Toll 183AGetting answers

Toll rate analysis: Determining how much a toll should cost

Although Toll 183A has been open 
a year, people still may have questions 
about it. Steve Pustelnyk, CTRMA 
director of communications, helped shed 
some light on several issues surrounding 
the toll road.

Q:  Who owns Toll 183A, and who 
makes money from its tolls?
A: “Every toll road currently open or 
under construction in Central Texas has 
been funded by state or local government. 
All the revenue goes to the government. 
The bottom line is: There are no private 
toll roads in Central Texas at this point.”

The one exemption is the Toll 130 
project between Creedmoor and I-10 
in Seguin, which is being developed 
through a partnership between the 
Spanish-owned Cintra Concesiones 
de Infraestructuras de Transporte and 
American-owned Zachry Construction. 
It is the only private-public roadway 
project in progress in Central Texas, 
Pustelnyk said.

Once toll money from Toll 183A 
is collected, it pays for the CTRMA’s 
expenses, including bond debt, cost 
of operating the road and collecting 
the tolls, any maintenance or damage 
that occurs and administrative costs, 
Pustelnyk said. Once these expenses are 
paid, any surplus money can be used to 
fund additional projects, such as the Toll 
183A extension.

Q:   Who actually collects the tolls?
A: The Washington Division of URS 
Corporation collects the tolls on Central 
Texas toll roads including Toll 183A.

“The people collecting tolls are not 
government employees — that has been 
done for efficiency reasons,” Pustelnyk 
said. “The company running those toll 
plazas does not own the toll roads and 
does not share in the revenue of the toll 
roads. It is simply paid for providing toll 
collection services.”

URS Corporation was also the 
company that designed Toll 183A and 
is the CTRMA’s traffic and revenue 
consultant.

Q:   How was Toll 183A’s route 
determined? 
A:  “It was actually determined in several 
ways. The general concept was first 
proposed in the mid-1980s. Then there 
were various studies over the years and 
various routes looked at. Ultimately 
TxDOT did an environmental study 
that was completed in 2001. That study 
identified potential alignments, and 
based on all the factors analyzed, the 
most viable alternative was selected. And 
the CTRMA was not even involved at 
that time. Basically we were handed the 
approved concept.”

Q:   Did the commuter rail line 
influence the route?
A: “It did not. The commuter rail line 

is based on a 
rail line that is 
already there. 
We think the 
two will work 
together to 
really help 
that part of the 
c o m m u n i t y 
move people, 
but neither of 
them really has too big of an effect on the 
other.”

Q:   Will cash always be accepted as a 
way to pay a toll?
A:: “No. The cash lanes will likely be 
closed this year, Pustelnyk said.

“Our goal all along has been to try to 
get as many people as possible to adopt 
TxTag and then to evolve away from cash 
and go to a pay-by-mail process. Our 
TxTag penetration is in the 85 percent 
range, which is an incredible number. 
We are in the process now of adopting 
pay by mail, and then once we know the 
pay-by-mail process is working effectively 
and we’ve minimized our risk, we plan 
to close the cash plazas. We realize that 
some will question why we built them in 
the first place, and we will agree it was a 
waste of money. But at the time it was the 
only way we could make the project move 
forward.”

Pustelnyk said cash lanes were necessary 
at the time to get the bond market to 
finance the project.

“Times have changed. Most new toll 
roads around the country aren’t accepting 
cash anymore.”

Q:   What will you do with those 
plazas once cash is not longer 
accepted?
A: “We are looking at what the options 
are for using that facility and that space, 
and if we can find some viable uses for it, 
we certainly will pursue those. They could 
be used for selling coffee, dry cleaning, 
convenience store items, ATMs, banks, 
TxTag customer functions ... There’s a 
whole bunch of things we could do.”

Q:   Is there a contract that gives 
incentives to governments (city/
county/state) to lower speed limits 
on free roads to encourage people to 
drive on the toll roads?
A: “I am not aware of any agreements 
that require speed limits to be reduced 
on adjacent highways,” Pustelnyk said. 
“Generally what drives speed limit changes 
are engineering and safety considerations, 
not revenue. In our studies, the real speed 
[on free roads] has gone up since 183A 
was built. The toll road relieves congestion 
on the alternative roads; therefore, people 
are traveling faster and getting where they 
need to go quicker. If you don’t want to 
use the toll road, you still benefit from 
it because the people who choose to pay 
leave more capacity [on the alternate 
routes] for you.”
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Stop in and meet the helpful bankers
at our three Cedar Park / Leander
area locations. 

Come in and say hello. Our helpful bankers
live and work in the area, and look forward
to getting to know you and helping to
make our community thrive.

Visit us at Lakeline • 920 N. Lakeline Blvd. • Cedar Park, TX 78613 • 512-336-4882
Parkline • 14063 N. Hwy 183 • Austin, TX 78717 • 512-344-3169
Cypress Creek (inside Randall’s) • 1400 Cypress Creek • Cedar Park, TX 78613 • 512-336-1574

© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (115063_8218)

Come On In

115063_8218 
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NOTES Of HOPE
non-profit     profile by beth Wade

Jayne Clark, founder

•		Messages	should	be	written	to	extend	comfort	and	
support	to	bereaved	military	families	and	friends.		

•		Messages	should	be	universal	in	nature,	so	be	mind-
ful	of	different	religious	beliefs	and	opinions.			

•		Write	with	love	and	compassion	in	your	heart.
•		Use	your	creativity	and	inspiration.
•		Use	only	language	that	is	clean	and	suitable	for	
children.	

GuIDElINES fOR THOSE WHO WANT TO 
CONTRIBuTE

N

Little Elm Trl.

Jayne Clark lost her father six years ago. 
Her grieving process led her to become 

a grief therapist to help others going 
through similar situations.

Clark’s life changed again after reading 
an article about two women dealing with 
the loss of their husbands in Iraq. This 
time, it was others’ grief which expanded 
the scope of her mission.

“As someone who works with people 
who have lost loved ones, I know there is 
a lot of emotional stuff that goes on, and 
people usually feel isolated and alone,” 
Clark said. “As I was reading the article, 
I felt that for them. I thought it would be 
very hard for them going from military to 
civilian life. It is two different worlds.”

That weekend Clark founded Notes 
of Hope, a non-partisan, non-political 
organization with a purpose of sending 
notes, cards, poems and letters to bereaved 
military families. 

“We, as civilians, may not know how 
to support them. That was a big reason 
why I wanted to reach out to them,” she 
said. “Not just the wives, but the moms, 
dads, brothers and sisters – anybody who 
had lost somebody in the war. I thought it 
would be a great way to not just honor the 
soldiers, but honor their families as well, 
because they give up a lot when their loved 
one goes off.”

By the following Tuesday, Clark had 
founded the group. It operates under the 
umbrella of organizations at Church of the 
Savior in Cedar Park, but is not an official 
ministry of the church.

“I didn’t want to make it about politics. 
I didn’t want to make it about beliefs, if 
you think the war is right or wrong,” Clark 
said. “I just wanted to support the families. 
I felt like that would be a way we could all 
do it, regardless of beliefs and judgments 
about the war.”

Clark works with news stations and 
local reporters to find bereaved families’ 
addresses. When she sees stories on the 
news about a recently killed soldier, she 
will then contact the reporter, who first 
contacts the family for permission. Once 
Clark receives the address, she sends the 
card. Clark sends surplus cards to the Fort 
Hood Casualty Assistance Program, which 
distributes the cards to family members.

The premise of mailing notes to fallen 

Notes of Hope
Church of the Savior
3402 Little elm Trail

www.notesofhope.us

Notes of Hope

620
Anderson   Mill Rd.

soldier’s families seems simple, but can 
mean a lot to people dealing with grief, 
Clark said.

“When I read the article, I thought, 
wouldn’t it be great if, as a community or 
just for the sake of humanity, if we could 
reach out to these people?” Clark said. 
“We can’t change it, but we can absolutely 
let them know that people care about 
them.”

Losing her father was a profound loss 
for Clark, but going through the process 
and being honest with herself helped her 
deal with the pain, she said.

“Healing really can happen. [That loss] 
doesn’t have to stop your life,” Clark said. 
“If you allow yourself to be healed, a lot of 
good stuff can happen, and you can help 
other people.”

Clark sees the cards as a humanitarian 
effort. It is important for people to reach 
out because, in spite of not knowing these 
individuals personally, the smallest gesture 
can have profound impact, she said.

“I think as human beings we don’t have 
nearly enough of that on this planet. I 
feel like just because we may not know 
someone, that doesn’t mean that the 
intention of love, comfort and concern 
can’t be sent to them,” she said. “I think 
when we put that barrier down … it 
renews people’s faith in humanity. It is so 
easy to watch the news and feel bad for 
them, but if we are really active and did 
something out of pure intention and not 
wanting anything back, I think it is a good 
thing.”

On July 4 last year, she received a card 
in the mail from a family member of a 
soldier. 

“It is hard to measure what we are doing 
because I can’t just call these people up 
and ask if they got our card,” she said. “I 
have to wait and if they want to respond, it 
is a good thing.”

For those wishing to contribute to Notes 
of Hope, cards can be sent to Clark or 
dropped off at Church of the Savior. 

“The best way we can honor [fallen 
soldiers] is to honor their families,” she 
said. “We’re just getting started, but I 
think it will take off the more people get 
involved.”

For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.

•	Make	your	own	cards,	write	an	inspirational	poem,	write	a	personal	letter.
•	Request	for	Clark	to	speak	to	your	group	about	

			the	inspiration	behind	Notes	of	Hope	and	why	she	
started	it.	
•	Sign	the	guest	book	on	the	web	site.	
•	Send	the	Web	site	to	everyone	in	your	e-
mail	address	book.

•	Place	cards	in	your	place	of	business	and	allow	your	customers	and	clients	to	participate.	
•	Donate	office	supplies,	card	stock,	paper,	poster	boards,	ink	cartridges,	postage,	displays	
for	the	cards.

•	Make	financial	donations	for	administration,	gas	and	travel	expenses. 
All	donations	are	tax	deductible,	and	checks	can	be	made	payable	to	Church	of	the	Savior.

OTHER WAyS TO HElP
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BOARD-CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

SPECIALIZING IN:
Blade-Free Custom LASIK  »
and PRK
Cataracts »  
Dry eyes »
Glaucoma »
Routine eye exams »
Contact lens exams »

Most Major Medical 
Insurances Accepted

see  more  beauty

Call now 
for your 

FREE
LASIK 
Consultation

512.927.2020
12171 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 201, Cedar Park, TX 78613

Conveniently located near FM 1431 & Parmer Lane
w w w . h i l l c o u n t r y e y e c e n t e r . c o m

Precise • Predictable • Preferred

Amy Robertson, M.D. • Gina Jayawant, M.D. 
Vincent Restivo, M.D.

DISCOVERy BuSINESS PARk
local    business

101 Albertsons School of  Music & 
Texas Magic Supply

Music instruction and magic shop

102 Cedar	Park	Radiology Radiology/MRI	center
105 Styx Capital, LLC Specialty finance company
107 EEStor,	Inc. Builds energy storage units that 

fit into a green emphasis
109 Integrated Bank Technology Provides	software	and	

processing solutions to financial 
institutions

111 City	of	Cedar	Park	

112 Texas Custom AV and Security Custom audio visual services

113 Multi Tenant Investments, LLC Commercial real estate 
investment

114 Paladin	Petroleum,	LLC Oil	and	gas	operator
Ilseng	 	 	 	 														Petroleum	engineering	
                  consulting

 
 

115 Cogent Systems Biometrics 
(fingerprint matching)

117 Austin Regional Clinic Pediatrics
119 Discovery	Park	Dental,	

Christopher	Hastings	DDS
Dentist

Bacon Investments  Ranch sales
Roger Wieland                 American casualty insurance  
                  agent

120 Tangorra Insurance Insurance agent, commercial 
and business focus

122 Endeavor for Wellness
Lisa	A.	Konen,	MFT

Marriage and family therapy

123 CKS	Piano	Arts	Studio Piano	instruction

201 DB	Consulting,	Inc. Accountants
202 Rick’s Flattop Shop Hair	stylist
203 Albracht Family Chiropractic, 

Dr.	Jason	Albracht
Chiropractor

204 Highland	Lakes	Real	Estate Residential,	commercial,	farm/
ranch sales

205 Texas American Title Title company
207 Law	Offices	of	Ron	M.	Butler Attorney
208 Bettenmann - DeVries Jewelers and gem cutters
211 Cedar	Park	Professional	Fire	Fighters	

Association,	Local	4233
Professional	fire	fighters	
association

212 Benchmark Mortgage Mortgage Company
214 Far West Capital Commerical financing

301 Complete Book & Media Supply Wholesale book distributor
304 Advance Med Nationwide	medical	staffing

305 Yen	Acupuncture	&	Herbal	Clinic Acupuncture 
306 Guidelight Business Solutions Software development
308 Texas	Association	of	Local	Health	

Officials
Administrative	office	for	Texas	
local public health departments

311 City	of	Cedar	Park	 Fire department administrative 
office,	fire	marshal,	code	
enforcement

Bldg 1               Business         Service

Bldg 2          Business                   Service

Bldg	3          Business                   Service

Discovery Business Park boasts a wide 
variety of businesses. Tenants range 

from health services, nationally recog-
nized business-to-business companies, 
and retail services. Built from 2003-2006 
with more than 100,000 sq. ft. of leasable 
space, this business park tucked off of RM 
1431 has a lot to offer.

Attend our free dream home workshop - 
Unraveling The Mysteries Of Home Ownership.

What do you get in return for your rent checks? 
Another 30 days with a roof over your head. That’s all. 

Start investing in your own future instead of your landlord’s.

• Free Brunch
• $500 Cash Rebate Certi� cate
• Door Prizes

For more details call or email
259-7773

dreamhome@HighlandLakes-Realtors.com
Register online at HighlandLakes-Realtors.com

Presentations By:

• Powerful Home Buying  
 Tips & Information
• No Sales Pitches

Parks	and	Recreation	
Department
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Discovery Boulevard

403 Minuteman	Press Graphic and printing services
404 Sun-Tan Tanning salon
405 Troy Insurance Group Insurance agent, commercial 

and health focus
406 Sign Spot Graphics and sign 

services
407 The Spine and 

Rehabilitation 
Center

Rehab, chiropractic, 
physical medicine

408 Hanson	Brick Brick, stone and 
masonry

409 Balanced Body 
Yoga & Massage

Yoga studio and 
massage

410 Lake	Area	Home	
Health

Home	health	care

411 Customedia 
Services

Commercial audio 
visual integrater

412 Lakeline Church Church administrative 
office

413 Bridges Insurance Independent insurance agency, 
residential and commercial focus

414 The Journey Bible Fellowship Church	administrative	office

501 Service	TECH,	Inc Custom audio visual services

502 Shermco	Industries,Inc. Electrical distribution equipment 
testing (transformers and 
breakers)

504 Climate Solutions, LLC Commercial heating and air con-
ditioning

505 Pegasus	Construction Custom homes, remodeling and 
commercial construction

506 Optimistic	Enterprises,	Inc Repair	and	service	PDAs	and	
MP3	players

508 AC Depot Commercial and residential 
heating and air conditioning

511 Butterfly Nutrition Education and 
Counseling

Nutrition education and 
counseling

512 DQ	Technologies,	Inc. Custom software

2
3 4

5

1

2
3

5

4

Bldg	4          Business                   Service

Bldg 5          Business                   Service Discovery Business Park

RM  1431/Whitestone Blvd.

N Discovery Blvd.

Located in the medical offi  ces next to Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

� e NeuroScience Center
IN CEDAR PARK

Call us today for 
an appointment!
512.259.8880

Specializing in:
Nerve & Muscle Disorders
Headaches
Epilepsy
Sleep Disorders
Dementia & Movement Disorders
Pain
And much more!

George B. Creel, M.D.

GEORGETOWN NEUROLOGY IS NOW
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NEW HOPE HIGH SCHOOl
eDucation     focus by Mark Collins

New Hope High School offers an 
alternative education for students in 

the Leander Independent School District 
and has been helping students graduate 
since 2002.

“Our focus is students who are at risk 
of not graduating from high school. We 
are an academic alternative high school 
of choice serving LISD,” NHHS Principal 
Bud Seifert said. “We present the same 
curriculum that any of the traditional 
high schools would; we just present it in a 
different way.”

New Hope offers all of the core 
academic courses as well as about 20 
electives. Students are given a variety 
of ways to complete courses, including 
computer-based coursework, textbooks 
and individual tutoring.

The computer-based learning program 
was purchased last year and is web-based, 
meaning students can view lectures and 
complete assignments anywhere they can 
access the internet.

“We are alternative in the sense that 
students work independently. Students 
work at their own pace,” Seifert said. 
“Students interact with the curriculum 
on their own with teachers serving as 
mentors, guides, supporters, tutors, but 
not directly lecturing.”

New Hope has four teachers, all of 
whom have multiple certifications so that 
more areas of study can be taught.

The	New	Hope	High	School	coat	of	arms	was	designed	
in	2007	by	a	New	Hope	student	as	a	senior	project.	The	
bridge to success is a model that the school was given 
when	the	school	opened	in	2002.	The	book	represents	
knowledge.	The	sun	rising	stands	for	a	new	beginning	and	
the	graduation	cap	is	the	goal	of	all	students.	The	clause	at	
the	center	is	Latin	for,	“If	I	can’t	find	a	way,	I’ll	make	a	way.”	
The coat of arms is displayed prominently at the entrance 
to	New	Hope	High	School.

New Hope High School
401 S. West Street

435-4911 • http://nhhs.leanderisd.org

Each student works with a teacher as 
an adviser to create a personal graduation 
plan and course needs list. The adviser 
helps the student keep track of the 
graduation plan to make sure he is staying 
on track. 

The school is open from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
and students are required to attend at least 
five hours each day, but are welcome to 
come early or stay late. Students are not 
assigned homework, but are expected 
to complete a certain amount of work, 
whether it be at home or at the school. 

All students in LISD are welcome to 
apply to attend New Hope. The process 
begins in the counselor’s office with a one-
page application and 250-word essay on 
why the student would like to attend the 
alternative school. Seifert then brings the 
student in for a 30-minute interview to get 
to know the individual.

Students are then placed on a fluctuating 
waiting list, meaning they are ranked on 
the list according to need. Students closer 
to graduation or with other at-risk factors 
are given preference.

The school, with a capacity of 60 
students, is usually filled. It has averaged 
45 graduates per year for the past three 
years and is on pace to meet the mark 
again in 2008. Almost 50 percent of 
students graduate with an LISD passport 
(a vocation-focused area of study), 37 
percent were on the state’s recommended 

graduation plan and 25 percent of 
students have gone on to higher 
education.

“Everything we do is focused on the 

student learning,” Seifert said. “We think that 
because of the way we work, we more easily 
than the other schools can focus on each 
individual student.”
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512-258-4111
600 S. Bell Blvd. #9

Cedar Park, TX 78613
www.synterragroup.com

IT’S YOUR MONEY!
Nothing worthwhile is 

free. However, now you 
can be rewarded for your 

hard work! 
Easy as 1,2,3

What is the di� erence between being PRE-QUALIFIED and being 
PRE-APPROVED for a home loan?

A pre-quali� cation is normally issued by a loan o�  cer who, a� er 
interviewing you, determines the dollar value of a loan you can be 
approved for.  However, loan o�  cers do not make the � nal approval, 
so a pre-quali� cation is not a commitment to lend.  A� er the loan 
o�  cer determines that you pre-qualify, he/she then issues you a pre-
quali� cation letter.  � is pre-quali� cation letter is used when you are 
making an o� er on a property.  � e pre-quali� cation letter indicates 
to the seller that you are quali� ed to purchase the house you are trying 
to buy before your agent presents the o� er to the seller.                                                                                                                             

PRE-APPROVAL is a step above pre-quali� cation.  Pre-approval 
involves certifying your credit, down payment, employment history, etc.  Your loan application is 
submitted to an underwriter and a decision is made regarding your loan application.  If your loan is 
pre-approved, you are then issued a pre-approval certi� cate.

Getting your loan pre-approved allows you to close very quickly when you do � nd a house.  A pre-
approval can help you negotiate a better price with the seller, since being pre-approved is very close 
to having cash in the bank to pay for the house!

Please call our o�  ce, 512-258-4111 and speak to a loan o�  cer to get pre-quali� ed.  IT’S FREE and it’s 
like putting money in your pocket to go shopping for a new home!  We don’t take a buyer out to look 
at property until we know what they can purchase so they won’t be disappointed!

 CALL US AT SYNTERRA PROPERTY GROUP FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS ON YOUR 
PROPERTY AND LET US GO OVER OUR MARKETING PROGRAM WITH YOU!

           AGENTS PRACTICING REAL ESTATE WITH HONESTY AND INTEGRITY
Trust the Local Real Estate Experts!

MOVE-UP, MOVE-DOWN PROGRAM
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & LEASING
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
NEW HOME SALES
IN-HOUSE MORTGAGE BROKER
COMMERCIAL SALES/LEASING

W
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For more info on selling or buying your home call Carolyn at 512-415-2888
VISIT MY WEB SITE AT WWW.NORTHAUSTINPROPERTIES.COM 

E-MAIL ME AT  CAROLYN@SYNTERRAGROUP.COM
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The liberty Plaza retail center is home to The 
Dig Pub, $1.99 Cleaners and a Chase Bank 
ATM.	Space	is	still	available	to	lease,	including	the	
south	side	of	the	building	with	a	drive-thru.	

This property has a preliminary plan for retail 
along Cypress Creek Road and general business 
in	the	back	of	the	property.	No	official	plans	have	
been	set,	and	the	land	is	still	available	for	sale.

This 20-acre piece of land is currently under 
contract	for	a	350-unit	apartment	complex.	The	
developer	plans	to	pursue	rezoning	of	the	land.

Home	to	health	professional	offices	such	as	
Chirofit Wellness Center, Buttercup Dental 
and Specialists in family Medicine, 901 Cypress 
Creek	Road	has	up	to	8,000	sq.	ft.	available	for	
lease.	

With a total of seven buildings, Galleria at Red 
Oaks	is	a	10.1-acre	mixed-use	development.	
The	retail	center	is	more	than	two-thirds	leased.	
The	five	medical/professional	condo	buildings	
are	available	for	purchase	or	lease.	The	site	also	
includes	a	multi-story	professional	office	building	
with	under-building	parking.	The	owner	hopes	to	
celebrate the grand opening by the beginning of 
June.

The Red Oaks neighborhood includes homes 
by	David	Weekley,	Lennar	and	Newmark	Homes.	
The neighborhood has a park, playground, pool, 
pavilion	and	sports	court	for	its	residents.	

Portrait	Homes	is	building	the	Cypress Creek 
Townhomes.	The	neighborhood	includes	a	pool	
and	amenity	center.

MD Totco	is	Cedar	Park’s	largest	employer,	
followed	closely	by	Cedar	Park	Regional	
Medical	Center.	MD	Totco	originally	relocated	
from	California	in	1984	under	the	name	Martin	
Decker.	After	several	mergers,	it	became	a	
subsidiary	of	National	Oilwell	Varco	based	in	
Houston.	The	company’s	main	function	is	oil	field	
manufacturing,	service	and	rental.	

Commercial development

1

2

Recreation

CyPRESS CREEk ROAD: lAkElINE BOulEVARD TO uS 183
community     corriDor Sponsored	by	Synterra	Property	Group	&	Austin	Telco AUSTIN TELCO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
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The leander-Cedar Park youth league is home 
to local baseball and softball leagues for area 
children.	The	fields	have	been	around	since	the	
late	1970s	to	early	1980s,	and	1,300	kids	are	
signed	up	this	spring.	The	2008	season	started	
March	15.	

The ballpark currently has seven fields, and the 
league plans to build two additional fields within 
the	next	year.	The	LCPYL	is	working	with	the	
city to obtain funding for the fields and plans to 
finalize	the	contracts	by	the	end	of	the	month.	
Along with the additional fields, the league 
proposed	changing	its	name	to	the	Cedar	Park	
Youth League and would guarantee that no 
Cedar	Park	resident	would	be	turned	away.

The la fontana	site	is	planned	for	two	office	
buildings,	with	a	total	of	24,000	sq.	ft.,	on	more	
than	three	acres.	The	land	is	currently	for	sale	with	
the	site	plans.

Cypress Creek Road is booming 
with	new	office	and	retail	space.	
“The developments taking place on 
Cypress Creek Road are transforming 
this	road	into	another	business/
commercial corridor within the 
city,”	said	Phil	Brewer,	economic	
development	director	for	Cedar	Park.	
“The	projects	recently	completed	or	
currently underway will create new 
opportunities for businesses and 
provide expanded shopping and 
dining	options	for	our	residents.”

Liberty Oaks Blvd.

Lakeline Blvd.

Juliet Way
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3 The	23,500	sq.	ft.	Shops at Cypress Creek is 
looking for neighborhood service tenants to fill 
the	remaining	1,535	sq.	ft.	of	available	space.	
Current tenants include franklin Bank, Jack 
Brown Cleaners, nail and hair salons and a liquor 
store.	

Cypress Creek Village	offers	a	two-story	
building	with	over	31,000	sq.	ft.	available.	The	
building includes a drive-thru and can provide 
retail	or	medical/professional	office	space.

4

Randall’s
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At Cedar Park Regional Medical Center, you’ll have access to some of the area’s most advanced diagnostic 

services – CT, MRI, Digital Mammography and more. You’ll also find a host of thoughtful touches, including an 

in-room dining system that lets you order healthy, gourmet food and have it delivered to your bedside. Visit 

cedarparkregional.com for more information on our services or physicians on our medical staff.

T h o u g h t f u l  C a re  f o r  W i l l i a m s o n  

Thoughtful Care for Williamson County

Advanced Medical Imaging Technology.
Meal Service That’s More Like Room Service.

33457_CEDA_10x13_2875_RoomSer.in1   1 3/13/08   1:22:07 PM
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Find out more and see how you can be ACC austincc.edu/iamacc (512) 223.4222

It’s kind of cool – when you’re in high school ACC’s Early College Start program gives 
you a chance to be in college for free. Yes, for free! I plan to earn up to one year of college 
before graduating high school. That’ll go a long way toward helping me achieve my dream: 
I want to be an architect and build skyscrapers like the Frost Tower.

Manuel, high school student

Today, Psych 2301.Tomorrow, Prom.

roaD    test by tonya kerr

It is not everyday this mom of three gets behind the wheel of a brand-new car, let alone five of them, but 
that is just what happened this last month when I was asked to leave my gas guzzling SUV in the driveway 
and test drive some of 2008’s most talked-about SUVs from Toyota.

Tonya Kerr lives in Round Rock with her husband and three 
daughters. She is a former TV news anchor and

congressional press secretary. 
Contact her at roadtest@impactnews.com.

Going green in the 2008 Toyota Highlander Hybrid and 
the Lexus RX400h was the easy part of a two-week, 600-
plus-mile journey along the Texas Triangle. From Round 
Rock to Houston to Dallas, my family of five put just 
about every gimmick and gadget to the test.

 Both vehicles had plenty of get up and go on the high-
way and were eerily silent in stop-and-go-traffic when the 
electric motor took over. Just one tank of gas ($42) took 

us about 400 miles. 
An unexpected bo-
nus was all of those 
environmental 
smiles and com-
ments from people 
who credited us 
with driving a 
hybrid.

 Meanwhile, my husband kept himself entertained with 
the on-board navigation systems, and I loved the rearview 
camera and even a conversation mirror, which convinced 
my kids that I had eyes in the back of my head.

 My magical powers continued with the Highlander’s 
SmartKey system, which consists of a start/stop button 
and a key fob (a black computer square with buttons), 
kept inside my purse. With no keys, the car sensed my 
proximity and unlocked the door as I approached.  

I also had a lot of fun with a seat converter that I easily 
pulled out of the center console to transform the second 
row of two captain’s chairs into a seat for three.  It is there 
when you need it and compact when you do not.

Toyota	Highlander	Hybrid
Price:	$33,700	to	$39,500
EPA	rated	MPG:	27/25	
 

Going hybrid
Lexus	RX400h
Price:	$41,180-$42,580
EPA	rated	MPG:	27/24	

Once home, we went up in price and down in fuel ef-
ficiency in both the 2008 Land Cruiser and Sequoia, and 
we loved every mile of it.

 I had plenty of room for groceries, gear, kids and all 
their friends. The Land Cruiser had a great two-tailgate 
system, although I was not crazy about the bulky third-
row jump seats, which locked to the side.  I was surprised 
by the 10 air bags (more than any other new Toyota), 14 

speakers and more 
cup holders than I 
bothered to count. 
Amidst all the 
luxury, the Land 
Cruiser even had 
a giant center con-
sole that doubled 
as a drink cooler.  

 The new Sequoia was a bit more understated, but very 
comfortable and family friendly. My model had all the 
bells and whistles, and of all the cars, this one seemed 
to fit my family best. The setup on the dashboard and 
the bulky knobs took some getting used to, and my first 
grader had to show me the red dial controlled the seat 
heater. The blue dial was actually fanning a cool breeze 
through the seat’s back.  

Both vehicles had my favorite “must-haves” with the 
rearview cameras and the Smart Key system as an avail-
able option. Both also had that “get out of my way look” 
and drove more like a truck, which I really liked until I 
had to pay for it at the gas pump several times.

Toyota Land Cruiser
Price:	$63,200
EPA	rated	MPG:	18/12	

Soccer-mom mobiles
Toyota Sequoia
Price:	$41,150	-	$55,600
EPA	rated	MPG:	16/13

Now, if money is a factor and you regularly cart around 
five people, give the Scion xB a whirl. It was not a hybrid, 
but the little square shape and simple features made it 
feel like I was driving something different. It was low to 
the ground, which took some getting used to, and the ac-
celeration was great around the neighborhood and on the 
highway, although a few 18-wheelers made me nervous.

 The Scion was a “get-us-where-we-need-to-go” kind of 
car for my family. 
It was not big in 
the luxury depart-
ment, but it had an 
amazing amount 
of room. I finally 
found the cup hold-
ers in the doors, 
and my husband 

got me hooked on the short-throw shifter through five 
gears, which I mastered by week’s end.

Scion xB
Price:	$15,650	-	$16,600
EPA	rated	MPG:	28/22

Cool 2B square

*EPA rated MPGs can be found at www.epa.gov.
Research a vehicle: Cars.com; ConsumerReports.org; 
Edmunds.com; kbb.com (Kelly Blue Book)

All in all, these 2008 SUVs are equipped with so many 
perks, I found it hard to find fault with any of them. It 
made it difficult to get back behind the wheel of my old 
SUV.  But, I’m resourceful.  In fact, watch the road. You’ll 
know it’s me and my old gas-guzzler when you see an old 
video camera duct-taped to the bumper and a green “go-
hybrid” flag flying from the antenna.

                lexus of Austin 

“Quiet Room” is complete with Internet access, leather •	 couches and even        
 massage chairs.   

The gift shop puts the Lexus emblem on everything from fine jewelry to•	
 Longhorn gear.

Service any Toyota vehicle and receive a complimentary car wash.•	
Plans include a dedicated children’s area.•	

                          
          

 

               Charles Maund Toyota/Scion 

Close to IH 35 and US 183 •	
Internet access and separate showrooms for truck lovers and sound-system   •	

 enthusiasts
Small children’s area, but friendly staff and lots of smiles•	

               round rock Toyota/Scion 

Showroom is huge and customer friendly. •	
Full-service Starbucks coffee bar in the middle of the waiting area.  •	
Plenty of seating, kiosks, Internet access and a great kids’ area.  •	
Customer check-out offers a Toyota brand gift shop.•	

Stonelake	Blvd.

Capital of Texas Hwy.

lexus of Austin

Clearfie
ld	Dr.

To Lamar

Fairfield
	Dr.

Charles Maund
Toyota/Scion

FM	3406

IH
	35

Round Rock
Toyota/Scion

www.LexusofAustin.com
343-3400
9910	Stonelake	Blvd.	•	Austin

www.CharlesMaundToyota.com
458-2222
8400	Research	Blvd.•	Austin

www.ToyotaofRoundRock.com
244-6900
2307	N.	IH	35•	Round	Rock

140 employees•	
Community involvement includes  •	

 Center for Child Protection, the  
 Rise School of Austin, People's  
 Community Clinic

113 employees•	
Community involvement includes •	

 U.S. Marine Toys for Tots

137 employees •	
Community Involvement includes  •	

 Walk Like MADD- 5k Walk, Stony Point  
 High School Project Graduation

lexus Rx400h Rearview camera Scion xB

Editor’s note: This new feature will not only give you some fresh ideas on new cars, but will also give 
some information on car dealerships in all of our markets.

183

183

M
oP
ac

Complimentary initial exam including • 
digital x-rays and photos
Multiple treatment options including • 
Invisalign and Clear Braces
Extended before and after school hours• 
All insurances � led with multiple interest-• 
free � nancing options

12171 W. Parmer Ln. Cedar Park, TX 78613   

Conveniently located on Parmer Lane across from 
the Ranch at Brushy Creek, just North of Avery 
Ranch. Within 1/2 mile of Henry Middle School 
and Vista Ridge High School.

512-260-0084
Lorelei, Tina, 
Dr. Barnett, 
Danielle & Danica
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Contact us at
FairwayViewHomes.com

or call 512.219.0340

*Prices, specifications and offers are subject to change without notice.

FAIRWAY VIEW HOMES at

The Reserve at Twin Creeks
is proud to introduce

• Luxury Condominiums from the $180’s
• Single Family Homes from the $350’s

all built in the natural setting and beauty of Central Texas.
Come see our new “Master Down” condo floor plan!

New

MASTER DOWN
Condominiums

Introducing
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Historical    impact by karen r. thoMpson

College in Liberty Hill 
educates area students

PROOF

__school_amount__ schools in the __city_1__ area!Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit www.primroseschools.com to find your neighborhood 
Primrose School.

__school_name_1__  |  __phone_1__
__school_name_2__  |  __phone_2__

Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit www.primroseschools.com to find your neighborhood 
Primrose School.

__school_name_1__  |  __school_name_2__
__school_name_3__

School Name
Address | City, State Zip | Phone

Call 1.800.PRIMROSE or visit primroseschools.com to learn more about our 
proven programs for infants through private pre-kindergarten and after school.

Each Primrose School is privately owned and operated. Primrose Schools, Balanced Learning and The Leader in Educational Child Care are trademarks of 
Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2006 PSFC.

Primrose School of Cedar Park West
2021 Little Elm Trail  |  Cedar Park,  TX  78613  |  512.250.2400

Opening Summer 2008!

Now 
Enrolling!

In 1884, a nonsectarian college was 
granted a charter in Liberty Hill. The 

Liberty Normal (Teachers) and Business 
College was looked upon as a boon to the 
growing community of 450. The Liberty 
Normal and Business College opened 
in January 1885 with E.M. Coleman as 
president and his wife, P.T. Coleman, 
as secretary. The school offered seven 
courses, including commercial work 
and telegraphy. Many families moved to 
Liberty Hill to enroll their children in the 
school.

The original building burned in 1903, 
but was rebuilt. The last class graduated 
in 1910, and the facility was converted 
into a public school to accommodate the 
growing population and increase the years 
of pre-college instruction.

At that time, most high schools in Texas 
granted a diploma after 10 grade levels. 
However, Liberty Hill students could pay 
a tuition for an additional two years and 
graduate from high school with 12 grades, 
which was considered to be something like 
attending junior college.

Anna Ray Craven (Barho), born on July 
12, 1908, graduated from Leander High 
School in May 1925. She and three fellow 
graduates of LHS enrolled at Liberty Hill, 
making the commute via Model T Ford or 
by train. They graduated in May 1927.

An advertisement in a local 
newspaper published a list of the 
school’s attributes:

•			Because	the	institution	is	thorough,	practical	
and	economical.

•			You	can	go	cheaper	and	do	better	than	at	
any	other	institution.	

•		Seven	courses	are	sustained.	
•			Our	methods	are	modern.	
•			Study	is	made	a	pleasure	and	not	a	burden.
•		This	Institution	is	permanent	and	it	will	be	
creditable	to	graduate	here.	

•		We	sustain	a	course	in	telegraphy.
•		We	sustain	a	thorough	and	comprehensive	
commercial	course.	

•		It	is	the	only	true	Normal	school	in	Western	
Texas.	

•		The	citizens	and	teachers	are	social	and	
kind,	and	will	make	Liberty	Hill	a	home	for	
the	student.	

•		We	have	beginning	and	advanced	classes	in	
all	common	branches	each	term.	

•		Students	are	not	crowded	over	what	they	do	
not	understand.	

•		Beginning	students	are	not	neglected	for	
those	more	advanced.	

•		This	school	is	better	adapted	to	the	wants	
of the masses than any other school in the 
state.

Liberty Hill

Old FM 2243
FM 2243

Hwy. 29

N

Liberty Normal opened in 1885 with four teachers and by 
1892, there were 166 students. Its curriculum around 1900 
included humanities and science courses. 

(Top) The two-story Liberty Normal and Business College 
which burned in 1903.

(Above) The 1927 graduating class of Liberty Hill.

(Left) Anna Ray Craven of Leander in her 1927 Liberty Hill 
cap and gown.

Anthony & Sylvan is where America swims, with more than 360,000 pools

nationwide. More than any other pool company. Each backed by more than

60 years of experience, and the strongest warranty in the business. 

And now, no matter what your budget, you can have the Anthony & Sylvan

concrete, in-ground pool of your dreams

for less than you ever imagined. 

Call 877.SAY.SWIM today for your 

no-obligation, in-home consultation.

877.SAY.SWIM (729.7946)

or visit anthonysylvan.com

2201 Denton Drive, #114, Austin, TX

*Some restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with any 
other offers. Ask design consultant for details. Limited time only. 

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE A $5,000
HEATING, CLEANING AND WATER

PURIFICATION ACCESSORY PACKAGE, FREE WITH
YOUR NEWANTHONY & SYLVAN POOL.*
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BELLA VISTA – from the $360s 

Beautiful Hill Country views 

512-219-0886

AVERY RANCH – from the $290s 

Only a few homesites remain

512-341-3545

WALSH TRAILS – from the $240s 

New model homes NOW OPEN

512-218-0895

BUILD ON YOUR LOT – from the $240s 
Choose from over 120 plans

512-930-5300

Lake Travis HWY620

HWY1431

Cedar Park

HWY183

LOOP360

Brushy Creek Rd.

Parmer
Lane

Cypress Creek Blvd.

Lakeline 
Blvd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

HWY29

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Dies Ranch Rd.

Park Place

VISIT A WILSHIRE MODEL HOME TODAY!

Prices subject to change without notice.

You say Grillmeister.  
WE SAY OUTDOOR LIVING AREA.

 At Wilshire Homes we speak your 
language. Tell us about your life 
and we’ll translate your needs into 
the perfect home for your family. 

Want to learn more? Let’s talk.
Go to wilshire-homes.com/letstalk

 EQUAL

HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Design Center

1

3

2

4

1

2

3

4

AT&T and Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce

May 9th & 10th        Cedar Park, Texas

AT&T and CedaFirst Ever 

   Brisket
   Pork Spare Ribs
   Chicken
   Cook’s Choice (No Desserts)
   Beans
    **Grand & Reserve Champions do
    not include Cook’s Choice or Beans

    First Place - $400 & Trophy
    Second Place - $300 & Trophy
    Third Place - $200 & Trophy
    (For each BBQ category)
    Grand Champion - $600 & Trophy
    Reserve Champion - $400 & Trophy
    (For those entered in all three BBQ categories)
    Cook’s Choice - 100% Payback
    Trophies 1st - 3rd
    Jackpot Beans Entry - 100% Payback
    Trophies 1st - 3rd

Lone Star BBQ Association rules & sanctioning apply
Check-in for cookers is May 9th, 8 am to noon
Deadline to register as a cooker is May 9th at 5:00 pm

For more information, call the Cedar Park Chamber at 
260-7800 or email info@cedarparkchamber.orgThe event will be held on the grounds of Cedar Park Regional Medical 

Center. Parking will be available in the Cinemark Theater parking lot.

We’re looking for cookers, judges and folks who just want to come out and enjoy the fun!

Medical Pkwy.

18
3A

C-
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r R
an

ch
 T

r.

CPRMC

Theater
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Cedar Park Recreation Center

also be installed.
The pool is slated for a soft opening 

Memorial Day weekend. The aquatic 
park will be open only on the weekends 
until school is out, when the park will be 
functioning seven days a week.

Veterans Memorial Pool is the first 
community pool in the northwest quadrant 
of Cedar Park, and it will host swimming 
lessons and community events starting 
next year. 

Phase two, which is currently under 
design, calls for basketball and tennis 
courts, a dog park, pavilions, sports practice 
fields, a playscape, hike-and-bike trails and 
an amphitheater. 

The name Veterans Memorial Park was 
approved by Cedar Park City Council Jan. 
24, 2008.
Discovery Well Cave Preserve

In Cedar Park, it isn’t entirely about 
what’s going on above ground. The Texas 
cave capital of the world will welcome a 
brand-new, 110-acre preserve early this 
summer. The Discovery Well Cave Preserve 
is located at the corner of Anderson Mill 
Road and Lime Creek Road.

“There are approximately 800 known 
caves in Williamson County, and this is 
about the only place where you can really 
come and go hiking and read about the caves 
and where we have activities available,” said 
Texas Cave Conservatory member Mike 
Walsh. “It’s very rare to have parks that are 
open like this.”

Discovery Well is host to 10 separate 
caves and is one of the last known homes of 
the Tooth Cave Ground Beetle. The beetle is 
found only in Cedar Park and is the reason 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
purchased the land. Two years ago the 
construction of Toll 183A forced TxDOT 
to destroy several caves near the US 183 
and Toll 45 intersection. To proceed, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service stipulated that 
TxDOT purchase at least 100 acres of beetle 
habitat to create a preserve.

“They had to have that or the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife wouldn’t have given them 
permission to do what they had to do,” 
Walsh said. “That was the last piece of 
property of that size in Cedar Park that has 
the same species.”

TxDOT purchased the land for nearly 
$10 million, a price that was driven up from 
$4 million due to the presence of the beetle, 
Walsh said. TxDOT still owns the land, but 
has a 50-year management agreement with 
the City of Cedar Park. 

CONTINUED FROM |1

Parks

The preserve will have a soft opening 
April 12 for Cave Day and will then remain 
open on a limited basis. Citizens are 
encouraged to contact the City of Cedar 
Park Parks and Recreation Department 
before venturing into the preserve.

“We got it in the hands of the City of 
Cedar Park knowing that they would do 
everything they could to get reasonable 
public access as soon as possible,” Walsh 
said.
Cedar Park Recreation Center

City officials have also completed plans 
for the Cedar Park Recreation Center. 

The facility is 50,000 sq. ft. of indoor 
recreational space to include a double 
gymnasium with an elevated walking/
jogging track, cardio theater, weight 
area, three multi-use community rooms, 
childcare area, lobby offices and storage. 
An aquatic element is not planned for the 
facility at this time.

The center will be located in Town Center 
Park, a 13-acre park near the intersection 
of Discovery Boulevard and Main Street.

The $11 million construction budget 
was funded by bond money approved by 
Cedar Park residents in 2001 and 2007. 

”We’re probably one of the largest cities 
in the area that doesn’t have a rec center,” 
Randa said. “It addresses a need that was 
expressed by the public when we had those 
public input meetings.”

Brushy Creek Recreation Park
This fall, residents will also be able to 

enjoy the Brushy Creek Recreation Park, 
located at the intersection of Parmer Lane 
and Brushy Creek Road.

The 54-acre park will emphasize sports 
programming and includes two lighted 
baseball/softball fields and two lighted 
football/soccer fields.

“The additional field space with nighttime 
use will allow Cedar Park to host various 
sports league tournaments that we are now 
unable to offer at other park locations,” 
Randa said.

A concession area, hike-and-bike trails, 
disc golf and a playscape are also included 
within the park as well as a connection 
to Williamson County’s Brushy Creek 
Regional Hike and Bike Trail.

The park has been tentatively titled 
Brushy Creek Recreation Park to coincide 
with the Brushy Creek Lake Park located 
to the east (see map p. 27). Construction 
began on the recreation park in December 
and will be completed in the fall.
Benbrook Ranch Community 
Park

Leander has new park plans, too. 
Benbrook Ranch Community Park, located 
at the corner of Bagdad Road and Halsey 
Street, will be completed by the end of 
May. 

N FM  1431/Wh itesto  ne Blvd.

New Hope Dr.

M
ain S

t.

Discovery 
Blvd.

  Cedar Park 
Recreation 

Center

Kay Redden Park

Twin Creeks Historical Area

Educational Show Cave

Discovery Well Cave Preserve

Cave Day
Texas Cave Conservancy members will host the second annual 

cave day April 12. TCC members will be at the caves from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. with up close looks at caves and Ricky Rhadine, the Tooth 
Cave Ground Beetle. The event starts at kay Redden Park, located 
at the intersection of lakeline Boulevard and Buttercup Creek 
Boulevard, where detailed information and directions to preserve 
locations can be picked up all day long.

Tour	seven	different	caves	in	the	Buttercup	Cave	Preserve,	located	southwest	of	Kay	Redden	Park.	Cave	
expert	Bill	Larson	will	be	on	hand	to	discuss	the	discovery	and	history	of	each	cave.	Educational	signs	have	
also	been	installed	at	each	cave.	Tours	take	place	at	11	a.m.	and	2	p.m.

Located	off	of	Anderson	Mill	Road,	this	historical	site	has	a	150-year-old	log	cabin	that	has	been				
renovated	with	a	new	roof	and	running	water.	Natural	springs,	tall	trees	and	a	Native	American	shelter	
cave	also	inhabit	the	site.	The	tour	involves	a	short	1-mile	hike.

Explore	the	newest	preserve	in	Cedar	Park.	Filled	with	10	caves,	an	expert	guide	will	lead	visitors	
through	the	park	describing	each	cave’s	history	and	answering	questions.	Cavers	will	demonstrate	
climbing	techniques	and	provide	information	on	local	topography.	Tour	starts	at	3	p.m.

Educational signs at each cave will have information on endangered species, cave life, plants and 
bats	who	reside	in	the	caves.	Pick	up	a	cave	entry	pass	at	Kay	Redden	Park.

Cedar	Park’s	new	recreation	center	will	be	located	
just	behind	The	Railyard	Shopping	Center	in	the	Ce-
dar	Park	Town	Center.	The	town	center	is	envisioned	
as	a	future	hub	of	activity	in	Cedar	Park	to	include	
residential,	retail	and	commercial	properties.	It	is	also	
the	potential	site	for	the	proposed	Cedar	Park	City	
Hall.	To	better	accommodate	the	recreation	center,	
Main Street will be extended from Cherry Creek Drive 
to	Discovery	Boulevard.	Construction	will	begin	June	
2008.

SEWING STATION CEDAR PARK
W O M E N ’ S  C E N T E R

Jennifer L. Meadows, M.D.
Obstetrics and Gynecology

1401 Medical Parkway
Cedar Park, Texas 78613
www.cedarparkwomenscenter.com

Now accepting new patients 
(512) 260-3636

Saturday, April 12, 2008

CONTINUED ON |26
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New Parks & Recreation
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Discovery Well Cave PreserveBenbrook Ranch Regional Park

Open	play	area

Future hike and bike trails

18-hole disc golf course

LEGEND
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halsey Dr.

Bagdad rd.

The 46-acre park includes a BMX track, 
disc golf course, softball field, soccer fields, 
hike-and-bike trails, playscape, group 
pavilion and restrooms. Funding for the 
project came in the form of a $500,000 
grant from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, a $200,000 grant from the 
Lower Colorado River Authority and 
leftover 2004 bond funds.

More than 70 percent of the property is 
part of a 100-year flood plain that would 
have otherwise gone unused. The BMX 
course was designed by Land Design 
Partners and constructed by the Leander 

public works department. The 18-hole disc 
golf course is the first in Leander.

Phase two includes a small skate park, 
athletic field improvements and another 
pavilion. Due to funding issues there is no 
timeline for phase two’s completion.

“We’re really behind the curve right now 
due to the growth. We don’t really have the 
facilities that we need to satisfy the public 
demand right now,” Leander Parks and 
Recreation Director Steve Bosak said. “This 
will help us with athletics. We’ll have more 
soccer fields, and we’ll have a softball field. 
This will also bring services north of FM 

2243, which up until now we haven’t had 
up there.” 

The park is also the home of one of three 
restrooms in Leander composed entirely 
of concrete. Made by LB Foster, the CXT 
restroom is prefabricated and delivered 
to the site ready-to-use. Plumbing and 
electricity are completed beforehand, so 
that when the structure arrives it can be 
placed on the pad immediately. According 
to Bosak, the restrooms were fully 
functioning three hours after the landing.
Devine lake Park

Leander is also putting the finishing 

touches on Devine Lake Park. 
The park opened for public use in 

November, however, fishing is prohibited 
until May 1. 

After the lake dried up in 2006, catfish 
donated by H-E-B and chad and sunfish 
from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Division 
were put in the lake. In late 2007 the lake 
was stocked with fingerling large-mouthed 
bass by a donation from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department. Fishing has 
been prohibited until May 1 to allow the 
population to grow and get a foothold on 
the new environment.

4

8

1 6

79

2

5

3

Top: The Benbrook Ranch Community Park is host to Leander’s first and only disc golf course. The park also features a non-irrigated softball field that will eventually be 
improved in order to make it suitable for competition. The BMX track was designed by Land Design Partners and was constructed by City of Leander public works employees. 
A skate park, extensive hike-and-bike trails and more pavilions are planned for phase two, which will commence once funding becomes available. 

Stanberry & Associates has been helping nice folks 
like you buy and sell homes, farms, ranches and 
commercial properties for 26 years. We are proud 
to be members of the community, and are proud 
of the team of unmatched professionals we have 
assembled to serve this community. Call us to begin 
your best real estate experience ever!

R E S I D E N T I A L
C O M M E R C I A L
R A N C H & L A N D
SALES & LE ASING

(512) 258-9310

www.stanberry.com

BMX track

Pavillion	and	restroom

Baseball/softball	field

Athletic fields

Heritage	trail	head	and	restroom

Proposed	location	for	skate park N

Bagdad Rd.

fM  2243

Old fM  2243
HEB
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New Parks & Recreation
1 Information kiosk
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Softball fields 

9 hole frisbee golf course

64	acre	parking	lot

77	acre	parking	lots

36	acre	parking	lots

Toddler thru age 12 ADA 
compliant playscape

Soccer/football	fields

Outdoor	Basketball

Wide Regional Trail 
Segment

9 hole frisbee golf course

Historic	viewing	area

Picnic	tables
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The park includes a playscape, multiple 
picnic areas, open fields and an off-leash 
dog park. It is also the home of Leander’s 
annual kite festival.
Texas x Park

Recent additions to Leander’s Texas X 
Park has the development on schedule 
for a 2008 groundbreaking, with a grand 
opening in late 2009.

“We got excited; it’s our fault. We thought 
we’d be moving a little bit quicker,” X Park 
developer Matt Tolbert said of the delays. 
“We just took a step back and double 
checked everything. We’re in a hurry, but 
we’re not. This stuff needs to be done right 

so you don’t trip down the road when 
things are really rolling.”

The organizers of the extreme sports 
venue are currently working on securing all 
the necessary permits to open a facility of 
this size and nature. Permit requirements 
have forced the X Park to make several 
minor engineering changes.

“We’re just securing the quality of 
the development and trying to be as 
environmentally friendly as we can,” 
Tolbert said. “These permits are tedious, 
but they’re done right.”

The 203-acre park is located at the corner 
of Bagdad Road and San Gabriel Parkway. 

Phase one of the project includes the 
extreme sports facilities, with phases two 
through five to include hotels, commercial 
retail and cable ski facilities.

In February, Leander city council 
approved the addition of a 2,500 seat 
amphitheater suited for small concerts 
and shows. The amphitheater joins BMX 
racing, paintball, and motocross as planned 
features. 

One exciting component to be included 
in the X Park is the electronic wristbands. 
The bands are water resistant and have a 
computer chip embedded in them that 
allows users to keep a balance and track 

Above: The 54-acre Brushy Creek Recreation Park was designed with sports programming in mind. With two lighted baseball/softball fields and two lighted football/soccer 
fields, the Cedar Park Recreation Department will have more scheduling flexibility and be able to host various sports league tournaments it was previously unable to. The park 
will be connected to the Brushy Creek Lake Park by Williamson County’s Regional hike-and-bike trail. Left: Home to the endangered Tooth Cave Ground Beetle, which is found 
only in Cedar Park, the Discovery Well Cave Preserve has 10 caves scattered across 110 acres of protected land. The Texas Department of Transportation owns the land, which 
is managed by the Cedar Park Recreation Department and the Texas Cave Conservancy. Improvements to the park include a walking trails and educational signs.

Sponsored by the Cedar Park Public Library Foundation.

Saturday, April 5, 2008 from 10:30am to 1:00pm 
at the Cypress Creek Campus of Austin Community College.

Tickets are $5 and may be purchased at the 
Cedar Park Public Library, Austin Community College, 
or at the door the day of the event.

Proceeds will be used to support library initiatives, but 
primarily to provide a Teen Media Center for our youth.
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Westide Preserve 
neighborhood

movements throughout the X Park. Ideal 
for children, users need only swipe the 
armband past an electronic sensor to make 
purchases or enter other areas of the park.

Parents will be able to monitor their 
child’s spending and location online and 
place more money in the account. Visitors 
can purchase armbands at the park or 
online.

“The whole community is excited, and 
we’re excited for them. We’re hoping to 
deliver a good product to exceed their 
expectations,” Tolbert said. “The city has 
been great. They’re the perfect neighbor.”
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Expires 4-18-08

(512) 918-BACK (2225)

• Non-Surgical Spinal Decompression Treatment

• Neck and Back Pain  • Sciatica  • Headaches

• Herniated & Degenerative Discs  • Auto Injuries

• Rehabilitation  • Allergies  • Stress  • Depression

• Weight Loss  • Therapeutic and Relaxation Massage

• One Hour Massage Gift Certifi cates Available

• Most Insurances Accepted

UltraCare
Experience Excellence

For more inffoormation calll

512-25559-132299
Open  Monday, WWeednesday && FFriday

6:00 a.m. -- 4:00 p.m.
1201 N. Lakelinee Blvd., Suitte 100 

Cedar Parkk, TX 78613

Trouble Chewing?
The Future of Dentistry is Now!
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Robert B. Daigh
TExAS DEPARTMENT Of TRANSPORTION
community    profile A

ustin D
istrict Engineer

Q. What is one thing you would like people to know 
about TxDOT? 
A. Most people don’t realize that the Austin district of 
TxDOT oversees the federal and state transportation 
system for 11 counties. The Austin district does that 
through the tireless efforts of about 639 dedicated, 
hardworking folks who are working every day to improve 
safety and mobility for the citizens of Central Texas. 
Those are the people who are out there during the ice 
storms, trying to make it so the ambulance can get to the 
hospital. Those are the people, when everyone else is at 
home watching TV, who are out there in the middle of 
the flood, trying to block off the state road so that no one 
gets out there and drowns. Many times, they put their 
lives at risk for the benefit of Central Texas. I think that’s 
something that most people don’t understand.

Q. What are your responsibilities as the Austin Distict 
Engineer at TxDOT?
A. My primary duties are to implement the policies of 
the [Texas] Transportation Commission and the TxDOT 
administration. I manage the workforce of the Austin dis-
trict [of TxDOT] and carry out those policies. I also work 
with the communities’ elected officials to try to ensure 
they understand the policies. I try to develop a work pro-
gram, which promotes congestion relief, improves safety 
and continues to maintain our roads the best we’re able to, 
given the meager funding that we have.

Q. What projects are you most proud of? 
A. There are different projects for different reasons. 
The Central Texas Turnpike project, which is the largest 
highway-only construction project that is bond financed in 
the country, and one of the largest in the world – to have 
been involved with that is obviously a source of pride.

[In 2003 to 2004,] the Cabela’s work that we did on 
[IH] 35 and our partnership with the City of Buda and 
Hays County to help bring Cabela’s to Hays County has 
a little bit of special meaning to me because that was the 
first business development type of activity or project that 
I was involved with. It was not only business, it was safety. 
It was the first project during my tenure that the depart-
ment stepped forward to engage the local elected officials 
and assist them in securing some economic development 
that they were badly wanting. What made that project 
special to me was that the mayor of Buda had negotiated 
certain tax breaks for Cabela’s, but he had not abated the 
school tax, so I knew that if Cabela’s would come to the 
area, there would be a significant revenue stream created 
for the schools in the area. Portions of Hays County were 
principally rooftops at that time, similar to the situation 
that Pflugerville has historically been in. There are small 
details like that most people aren’t aware of.

Q. What is the Central Texas Turnpike System? 
A. The offering statement, which was used to secure 
financing, included the northern extension of Loop 1 from 
FM 734 (Parmer Lane) up to SH 45, SH 45 from essentially 
[US] 183 over to [Toll] 130, and SH 130 from IH 35 north of 
Georgetown down to [US] 183. Those three elements were 
all financed together in one package through bonds sold on 
Wall Street. That was the largest highway-owned project.

At the time, it was the biggest bond sale the state had 
ever done at about $2.2 billion. It was also the first toll proj-
ect that the state had undertaken in modern times.

Q. How was the Central Texas Turnpike project financed? 
A. When we financed the Central Texas turnpike 
project, the goal was to absolutely maximize the amount 
of pavement that we could get on the ground. We 
stretched the financing to the limit. To do that, what the 
department did was what’s generally called backstopping, 
which means we would subsidize the Operations and 

Maintenance (O&M) expenses for the project until the 
traffic was high enough to collect enough revenues to 
where O&M support would no longer be required.

In this financing, the period of O&M support was 
anticipated to be well in the 20-plus year range, so that if 
you get traffic that is higher than projected, that means 
you’re getting more money than you projected. But what 
that extra money is first doing is lowering the amount 
of support you’re receiving from TxDOT. That’s not how 
most roads are financed. That’s not how [Toll] 183A was 
financed, and that’s not how we’re going to finance any 
of the other toll roads going forward. This was a very 
unusual financing because the state felt it was in their in-
terest to maximize the pavement on the ground to make 
the connections that we’re making.

Q. How is the Central Texas Turnpike System different? 
A. This was a 100 percent TxDOT deal - that’s what’s 
different. When we did this deal, there were three 
requirements that we had in the bond indenture. One 
was that we do some interchange improvements to [US] 
183 and [Toll] 45.The next requirement was that unless 
we can’t do it environmentally, we need to construct 
[Toll] 183A. The third requirement was unless we can’t 
do it environmentally, we construct [Toll] 45 southeast.

So the [Toll] 183A project was basically set aside for 
the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority as their 
first project. That was a starter kit for the CTRMA. It was 
environmentally cleared by TxDOT. The counties got 
together and formed the CTRMA, and so [the Toll 183A 
project] was given to them. TxDOT delivered the seed 
money.

Q. How is toll road construction traditionally financed? 
A. Very few projects, if any in the entire world, can be 
financed totally in a traditional manner selling bonds. 
That means that you are able to, just from the traffic 
using the road, go to Wall Street and convince them 
that you would have enough traffic volume that would 
be willing to pay a high enough price to allow you to go 
to Wall Street and borrow enough money to build the 
project. Generally, there is always going to need to be 
some cash involved. So the amount of cash participation 
may need to be 75 percent or 50 percent or 20 percent. It 
will vary for each project. Likewise, the percent of bond 
financing will vary. Obviously if you have a project and 
if you finance that project, you’ve got to pay, just like the 
rent on your house or your house bill. You’ve got to pay 
the banker. You’ve borrowed money and so you’ve got to 
pay the banker or they get kind of mad at you.

Borrowing money from Wall Street is no different. You 
have a payment to make for the debt. But you also have 
to pay for the operations, and you have to pay for the 
maintenance. Under normal financing, the first dollar 
you get goes towards operations and maintenance and 
until you pay for operations and maintenance, a dollar 
doesn’t work its way to be available to pay for the debt 
service. And that’s how the bond holders generally like it 
because even if they don’t get paid, they want that road 
running and well-maintained or their asset will depreci-
ate and that hurts their ability to ever get money.

Q.  Is the additional traffic on the toll roads, beyond 
what was projected, the reason why Toll 183A is being 
expanded in two years rather than in 10 years?
A.  Whatever the board and CAMPO [the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization] decides will be 
done, that is their decision. I’m not going to say that will 
be expanded over something else, but I think that very 
clearly the data indicates there is surplus revenue being 
generated from the [Toll] 183A project. That is a perfect 
example of the economic engine. If you now magnify that 
a couple of times, you could then begin to pretty quickly 

generate - if you have greater than anticipated traffic - 
enough money to actually coddle them all together and 
do something that could be fairly significant.

Q. How did TxDOT miscalculate $1.1 billion? 
A. We blew it. You have to understand it isn’t one thing. 
It is the perfect storm of events. TxDOT has experienced, 
principally because of the rise in oil prices, tremendous 
inflation. That’s no secret. Everything we do takes large 
equipment. We’re using huge amounts of diesel. We have 
a very energy intensive construction process. There has 
been 100 percent inflation in the last few years. Without 
question, that’s part of it. 

We also have an aging system. The interstate system is 
50 years old. The FM and RM system is maybe 40 years 
old. Roads are like the roof of your house. Over time, you 
get a little leak, so you put on another layer of shingles. 
Then time goes by and you go and put up another layer of 
shingles. But you get to a point, after you get that second 
or third layer of shingles on, you have to go and scrape 
off all the shingles, and replace some plywood, and you 
put on a new roof from scratch. Roads are like that. We 
can continue to do surface treatments, and band-aid 
them and hold them together, but there gets to be a point 
in time when you have to just rehabilitate the road. You 
gotta scrape it all up and put it all down. We are facing 
an enormous maintenance liability. The design life of a 
pavement is generally in the 20 or 30 year range. These 
roads, many of them, are all approaching that life span, 
especially with the accelerated roads and traffic that we’re 
seeing. 

You have all of this and you have some miscalculations, 
or over-projections of federal dollars that are going to 
come in. We have increasing costs and increasing need, 
and now we’ve over-projected how much federal revenue 
is going to come in. We didn’t curtail our spending fast 
enough. That’s just how it is. It’s ugly, it’s embarrassing, 
but that’s just how it is.

Given all of this backdrop, which is enough, I mean that 
is crashing the bus into the wall as it is, but we accelerate 
the crashing of the bus with an unfortunate, honest 
mistake, where evidently, monies were allocated to pay for 
both some projects that have been let [already started], 
and also simultaneously allocated for some future builds. 
Wow, what an embarrassment. And it took a long time to 
find it.

Education: 
Bachelor of Science degree in civil 
engineering, University of Texas at Austin

Contact: 
832-7000	or	www.txdot.gov
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has gotten more popular for its jewelry 
collection. 
“Jewelry has been growing significantly 

over the years. You just can’t buy our 
jewelry 
anywhere else,” 
Quilter said. 
“All our jewelry 
has a story 
behind it.”

Clarksville Pottery

Sixth Annual Taste 
of Round Rock and 
Chamber Auction

Northwest Austin A couple 
from Ohio wanted a life change, so they 
quit their jobs in the corporate and 
education fields and moved to Austin 
to run a business: Clarksville Pottery. 
Originally founded in 1976 by Arnie and 
Syd Popinski, Tom and Connie Quilter 
bought Clarksville Pottery in 1999 after 
researching businesses across the country.
“In 1998, we decided to basically shift to 

a new direction and we decided to take 
control of our lives,” Tom Quilter said. 
“These businesses don’t come very often. 
We had been searching [for a business to 
own] for a year. We got lucky — we hit a 
bullseye.”
With two locations, one in central Austin 

and the other at the corner of Great Hills 
Trail and Jollyville Road in the Arboretum 
area, the Quilters have enjoyed much 
success in Austin with a growing customer 
base through word of mouth. 
Despite Clarksville Pottery’s name, it 

Round Rock The first 
Taste of Round Rock in 2003 
featured 20 restaurants and 
caterers. This year’s event is 
expected to have more than 
40 area businesses and attract 
more than 1,000 attendees.

Each business has a booth 
where they offer food samples, 
display menus and provide 
information about their restau-
rant or catering services. 

BUSineSS PROFiLe

9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 110
794-8580

N

Great Hills Tr.

Jollyville Rd.

Clarksville Pottery
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North Austin popular 
for Asian commerce
Northwest Austin When the Tan 
International Group built Chinatown Cen-
ter along Lamar Boulevard in 2006, it was 
no accident that it was large, traditional 
and iconic with an entrance featuring an 
arch with traditional red-tiled roofs and a 
set of three statues welcoming shoppers. 

The goal, according to Austin Asian 
American Chamber of Commerce Chair 
Ali Khataw, was that Chinatown Center 
would become a recognized district in 
Austin; a person could get into a cab and 
say only “take me to Chinatown Center” 
and the driver would know where to go.

The Asian population in Austin, and 
particularly north Austin, has been steadi-
ly growing over the past 20 years, leaping 
most dramatically from 3.3 percent in 
1990 to about 6.5 percent in 2007. But it 
is only in the past five years that Asian-
owned businesses have taken a stand to 
make their presence known, and other 
businesses, schools and the community are 
responding in turn.

“There’s amazing growth in the Asian 

Performers	from	the	Star	
Lion Dance Troupe and 
Love of China dance troupe 
perform at Chinatown 
Center’s 2nd annual Asian 
New	Year	Festival.	The	new	
year	started	Feb.	7	and	
ushered in the year of the 
rat.	Chinatown	Center	is	
located	along	N.	Lamar	Blvd.

AsiAn new YeAr At ChinAtown Center

community here. The best way to look at it 
is to go to a mall and look at the amount of 
Asian faces you see,” Khataw said. “When I 
say Asian faces, I don’t just mean oriental. 
We’re talking Indians, Bangladeshis, Paki-
stanis, Filipinos, Koreans and Chinese.”

March 18 • 6-8 p.m.
Dell Diamond

3400 e. Palm Valley Blvd.

THE TRIANGLE LOCATIONNOW OPEN!

SCHEDULING (512) 458-9098 FAX REFERRALS (512) 836-8869

For more information, please visit www.ausrad.com  
or call our Scheduling department today.

Cedar Park 
Now Open

Our Cedar Park location, which opened in January of 2008, is 

the newest addition to Austin Radiological Association’s (ARA) 

outpatient centers. Cedar Park currently provides routine x-ray, MRI 

and ultrasound, but will eventually offer other modalities such as CT 

and digital mammography. It will feature state-of-the-art equipment  

and an exceptionally trained staff to provide the same quality of 

service for which ARA is known.

C E D A R  P A R K

801 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park, Texas 78613

Tel: (512) 485-7199
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Location will continue to make Pfluger-
ville a prime area for building, Galindo 
said. 

Tentatively known as Pecan Street Plaza, 
the project site is between Windermere 
Drive and Heatherwilde Boulevard, on the 
South side of Pecan Street. 

Once complete, the Plaza could include 
a hotel and banquet center, family health 
club, restaurants, cafés, 50,000 sq. ft. of re-
tail space and 300,000 sq. ft. of office space, 
although all plans are not yet finalized.

Galindo submitted a conceptual plan to 
the city planning and zoning commission in 
late February. He hopes to break ground this 
summer on roads and utilities. 

The best comparison 
for the project is The Tri-
angle in Austin at Lamar 
Boulevard and Guadal-
upe, except that develop-
ment does not have office 
space. It is also smaller 
than what Galindo envi-
sions for Pflugerville.

aBridged STorieS froM our reCenT georgeToWn/HuTTo/TayLor, 
norTHWeST auSTin and round roCk/pfLugerviLLe puBLiCaTionS

COMMUniTY iCOn

fOR full STORIES GO TO WWW.IMPACTNEWS.COM

Event center 
at Dell Diamond
Round Rock Dell Diamond 
has drawn more than 4.7 million 
visitors since it opened in 2000. 
Now its owners would like to 
build an even larger attraction.

In the next two years, they en-
vision the land surrounding the 
minor league field transforming 
into an entertainment hub with a possible 
event center and hotel acting as a catalyst 
to bring restaurants, retail and music.

“I think the multi-use facility is going 
to change Round Rock as much as Dell 
Diamond did,” said Reese Ryan, son of 
Nolan Ryan, whose family co-owns the 
baseball park. “There are so many events 
that should go in Williamson County that 
are in Travis County.”

During the February Round Rock City 
Council retreat, Reese’s brother, Reid 
Ryan, gave a presentation in response to 
the council’s search for a partner to build 

Round Rock
 

Eve
nt C

enter

an event center. 
In 2006, the city hired Economic 

Research Associates to study what type 
of event center might meet Round Rock’s 
needs best. ERA’s presentation in January 
2007 indicated that the community could 
use a large, multi-purpose facility for vari-
ous types of events. 

The council then sent a request for pro-
posals to whoever might be interested in 
a partnership to make the project happen. 
If a partnership is confirmed soon, Reid 
thinks the project could be completed in 
as soon as 18 months. 

Taylor Early settler John Hoxie built his 
Taylor mansion in 1878 on part of 5,000 
acres. The Allison family later purchased 
the house, and it became known as the 
Allison Mansion. Many social events for 
Taylor’s upper class were hosted there, but 
the home was never open to the general 
public.

In 1978 James and Louise Qualls bought 
the mansion. In 2005, after their son Tracy 
Qualls married on the site, he and his wife, 
Traci, purchased the house and moved in. 

Qualls decided to open up the property 
as an event venue and named it Taylor 
Mansion. She began her business in Febru-
ary 2007 with children’s tea parties and 
now does larger events.

The mansion’s formal dining room is 
available for cake-cutting ceremonies, 
luncheons, showers or tea parties. 

Behind the mansion is a 2,400 sq. ft. 
Victorian peaked tent with a concrete floor 
and sides with cathedral windows that can 
be added for bad weather. A 1,200 sq. ft. 

covered pa-
vilion is situ-
ated next to 
a pool and is 
also available 
to guests. 
Clients who 
rent the 
property have access to the tent, pavilion, 
pool and mansion patio, and do not have 
to worry about other events on the same 
day, Qualls said.

“We don’t double book. That day is your 
day for your event,” she said.

The Taylor Mansion
2109 E. fourth St.

352-5447
www.thetaylormansion.com

BUSineSS PROFiLe

The Taylor Mansion

79
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Taylor 
Mansion

A
llison Rd. N79
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Georgetown After the company Sher-
rell Kidd worked for was sold, he and his 
wife, Judy, decided to open a new business. 
That was almost five years ago. Today the 
husband-and-wife team works together 
at Just Kidds & More, a children’s shop in 
downtown Georgetown.

The couple lives in Cedar Park and started 
the venture by selling children’s items at 
Canton’s Market Days. They decided to open 
a storefront after a few years.

“We identified Georgetown to open our 
store primarily because of the demographics 
of the area,” Sherrell said. “We knew it was 
growing, had a population of grandparents 
with disposable incomes, especially in the 
Sun City and Berry Creek areas. We thought 
Georgetown was a beautiful town and one 

Just kidds & More
1005 S. Austin Ave. 

863-0388
www.justkiddsandmore.com

Just Kidds & More
BUSineSS PROFiLe
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Williamson County Candles
846-1213

www.williamsoncandles.com

Hutto Melissa Brogan not only works 
full time for the state and is a mother of 
three, but she is also the owner and manu-
facturer of Williamson County Candles. 

“I hand pour each candle,” Brogan said. 
“My husband helps me, but when it comes 
to making the candles, that’s all me.”

Williamson County Candles are hand-
poured soy wax candles. Brogan began the 
business after months of product testing 
to determine which oils and wicks worked 
best with the wax. She also had to deter-
mine the best process of heating and pour-
ing to create the best burning candle.

“The thing about candles is — they are 
dangerous,” Brogan said. “You are dealing 
with flash points and oils and stuff like 
that. I tested for 10 months and then tenta-
tively started putting the word out.”

Brogan’s candles are available online in-
dividually, but can also be found in stores 
around the area.

Williamson County 
Candle Company

BUSineSS PROFiLe

“As a courtesy to the stores, I limit where 
I sell per ZIP code so there is only one 
store in Georgetown, one in Hutto,” Brogan 
said. “I’m also really picky about the stores. 
I’ve been really lucky in that, for the most 
part, they have approached me and asked 
to carry my product.”

The labels were designed to feature land-
marks from around Williamson County.

Brogan’s goal is to eventually leave her 
job with the state and work with candles 
full time. 

Right now, the operation is out of her 
home in Hutto, but someday she hopes to 
have a warehouse space to work in, she said.

Pflugerville Pflugerville’s city slogan 
declares itself stuck “Between a Rock and a 
Weird Place,” in recognition of its situation 
between its neighbors to the north and the 
south. Because of this location, the city will 
get its first mixed-use development where, 
in concept, people can live, work and play 
without ever driving.

 “The macro reason [we’re building] 
is Round Rock and Austin. Pflugerville 
is right in the middle and as those cities 
grow, development would eventually come 
to Pflugerville,” said Cid Galindo, who is 
heading the 38-acre Pecan Street Plaza 
project scheduled to 
break ground this sum-
mer. “The other reason 
is Pflugerville is starting 
to reach its critical mass 
and evolution as a city. 
Developers and inves-
tors are starting to take 
notice.”

Pecan Street Plaza

Pecan St.

Old Austin Rd.
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in which we 
could con-
tribute with 
a beautiful 
store.”

Round Rock Theodor Timmerman, 
nicknamed “T” or “T-boy,” has lived 
all but one year of his 87-year life in 
Pflugerville, and that was his first year 
of marriage. Timmerman’s father and 
grandfather were instrumental in the 
development of the area, as well as help-
ing found and later rebuild Immanuel 
Lutheran Church after it burned down in 
1928. So it was natural for Timmerman to 
be involved in the community, too.

Over a span of more than 40 years, 
Timmerman served on the Pflugerville 
Independent School District board, the 

Manville water board, 
Immanuel Lutheran 
Church council, Ger-
man-American Farm 
Mutual board, Pfluger-
ville Fire Department 
board, Travis County 
Appraisal board, Round 
Rock Hospital board, 
the Travis County Livestock and Rodeo 
board and is a long time supporter of 
Texas Lutheran University.

For several generations, the Timmer-
mans have owned 1,700 acres in Pfluger-
ville, some of which is currently being 
developed for commercial and residential 
real estate by Timmerman’s son, Tim.

Theodor “T” Timmerman



MARCH  200832 iMpACt news.CoM iMpACt news.CoM

300 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665

512-509-0100
www.sw.org

Scott & White UMC offers a comfortable
setting and attentive care for expectant parents.
Scott & White University Medical Campus provides a spacious setting for new parents
and their newborns. Our facility offers six private, state-of-the-art delivery rooms that
allow physicians to efficiently provide patients with labor, delivery, recovery and
postpartum care in a single room.This unique service includes “Couplet Care,” which
allows the mother and other caregivers to bond with their newborn in a comfortable,
secure environment. Obstetricians provide prenatal care and labor and delivery
services and our nursery is monitored by certified pediatricians.

Additional services for expectant families include a full range of classes designed 
to help with the birth of their new baby, including childbirth preparation and breast-
feeding education. Neonatal consultation, assistance in preparing for natural child-
birth and epidural anesthesia are available. Call 512-509-9276 today to schedule 
a private tour. 

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

CLOSER CARE

Pay 
Yourself  
This Tax  
Season

You have until the tax deadline, April 15, 2008, to contribute to your IRA for 2007.  
If you don’t have an IRA there is still time!

UFCU offers both Traditional and Roth IRAs; both types of accounts can be fixed or variable rate.  
IRAs are insured to a maximum of $250,000 by the National Credit Union Administration.

For more information stop by your nearest UFCU branch or visit ufcu.org.
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NEIGHBORHOODS AT A GlANCE
resiDential    real estate

Current listings Current listings

CEDAR PARk- 78613 lEANDER - 78641

2009 Ebbsfleet
5	Br.	/	4	Ba.
Agent: Kim Moore, Coldwell Banker

$459,995
748-6423

609 kathleen lane
3	Br.	/	2.5	Ba.
Agent: Ronzo Giraldo, Pride of Austin

$152,000
709-4410

2409 Dartford Bend
4	Br.	/	2	Ba.
Agent: Tim Kress, RE/MAX

$339,900
744-4174

2509 Hutton lane
3	Br.	/	2.5	Ba.
Agent: Deana McMullen, McMullen Group

$145,900
731-1172

2804 Wetlon Cliff

Address                 City Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent/owner Phone

513 Kodiak Trail CP 5/4.5 6109 $1,325,000 Michael Hammonds, Turnquist Partners 983-6603

2206 E. Riviera Dr. CP 3/2.5 2800 $375,000 Pat Dukett, Austin Real Pros 507-7161

1606 Fall Creek CP 4/3 3451 $399,900 Carla Ramm, Keller Williams 250-0550

201 Muscovy Lane CP 4/3.5 4000 $328,950 Dawn Alvarez, Keller Williams 293-1917

204 CR 180 L 3/2.5 2553 $399,000 Jennifer Prenger, Falvey Keenan 963-4100

2413 Silver Spur L 5/3 3249 $269,900 Erika Clift, Keller Williams 336-3932

2001 Overland Drive L 4/2 2500 $297,958 John Mick, Century 21 Ripley 401-9306

1104 Rutherford Drive L 4/2 2340 $228,900 Wendi Kallman, Pacesetter Properties 228-0612

312 Frio Lane L 3/2.5 2580 $219,900 Barbara Chaddock, CB United 789-4790

Realtors/owners:	Submit	your	properties	free	at	realestate@impactnews.com

4	Br.	/	3.5	Ba.
Agent: Tish Fenley, JB Goodwin

$389,900
422-1597

16819 Black kettle Drive
3	Br.	/	2 Ba.
    

$189,900
825-9701

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

local Residential listings
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Block House Creek

Neighborhood amenities

With so many amenities, homeowners 
in	Block	House	Creek	may	never	want	
to	leave	the	neighborhood.	Spread	
over a large expanse of land, this MUD 
is	ideal	for	families.

•	Two	pools		 •	Basketball	court
•	Playground	 •	Sand	volleyball	court
•	Multiple	parks		 •	Baseball	field
•	Disc	golf	course	•	Hike	and	bike	trails

Schools
•	Block	House	Creek	Elementary
•	Wiley	Middle	School
•	Vista	Ridge	High	School

Twin Creeks

Neighborhood amenities

Feel free to spread out - Twin Creeks 
has	room	for	new	neighbors.	With	
wide sidewalks and a host of outdoor 
activities, this neighborhood promotes 
an	active	lifestyle.		

•	Large	pool	with				
  slide
•	Canyon	views		 						
•	Park
Schools
•	Deer	Creek	Elementary
•	Cedar	Park	Middle	School
•	Cedar	Park	High	School

620
45

Crystal    Falls Pkwy.

Lakeline Blvd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

P
arm

er Ln
.

R
o

n
ald

 W
. R

eag
an

 B
lvd

.

FM 1431
7

8

A
n

d
erso

n
 M

ill R
d

.

11

12

13

15

7

10

14

 Cypre
ss 

Cre
ek Rd.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Agent: Michelle Hickey, Keller Williams
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ARE YOU IN AN ARM?
If the answer is yes–

If you are currently in an 
Adjustable Rate Mortgage, 

we are here to help! 
Stop by, call or complete the 

Pre-Qual on our web site to see if we can 
turn your ARM into a Fixed Rate.

LET US FIX IT!

•	Gazebo	
•	Sand	volleyball
•	Golf	course 

Park St.

9
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Monthly home sales

Key Stats

Data provided by Nason Hengst, RE/MAX, 1-800-833-2533 ext. 040

market    Data

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 million + 

7

66

154

67

22

15

26

13

3

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

0

16

67

169

88

28

36

6

10

88

58

53

70

131

89

109

87

125

-

79

50

62

81

94

110

225

120

Feb. 2008

Feb. 2007

Jan. 2008

Dec. 2007

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

Aug. 2007

July 2007

81

85

59

89

79

82

83

109

124

Month  

59

95

56

76

72

66

77

96

121

On the market
February 1 - 29, 2008

CLN*CLN* CLS*CLS*

$223,748

$218,562

$228,183

$271,782

$220,076

$234,229

$252,845

$238,081

$239,050

$175,093

$157,641

$168,810

$172,173

$181,422

$164,083

$169,123

$186,902

$167,002

-36

Change in average selling price  
during last year

ClN ClN

ClS ClS
+$17,452 -4

Se Corner Bagdad & Crystal falls • Leander

1212 W. Whitestone Blvd. • Cedar park

2303 Bagdad road •  Leander

12920 W. parmer Lane • Cedar park

3.87 acres

26,300 sq. ft.

1,732 sq. ft.

5,100 sq. ft.

Agent: Matt Kenyon, McAllister and Associates

Agent: Joe Linsalata, Linsalata Realty Services

Agent: Darren Quick, Don Quick & Associates

Agent: Scott Butcher, Dovedale Capital Ventures

$1,854,349

$1,100,000

$20 per sq. ft (annual) 

$23 per sq. ft (annual)

745-0885

327-5000

255-3000

346-4300

No. of sales
CLN*

Average price
CLS* CLN* CLS*

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

1

3

2

4

Cedar Park and leander MlS area

Address                 City Lot/Bldg. Size Price Agent/owner Phone

1202 Leander Drive L 1,068 sq. ft. $8/sq. ft./yr Brent Campbell, Don Quick and Associates 255-3000

2900 S. Bagdad Road L 32,125 sq. ft. $18/sq. ft./yr Jennifer Tran, New Century Properties 833-5969

601 E. Whitestone Blvd. CP 2,928 sq. ft. $16/sq. ft./yr David Johnson, Cypress Properties 528-9994

170 E. Whitestone Blvd. CP 5,000 sq. ft. $140,000/yr Mike Minicucci, Staubach 225-2720

local Commercial listings

commercial    real estate

+$5,186

Realtors/owners:	Submit	your	properties	free	at	realestate@impactnews.com

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

FM 2243

Old FM 2243
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*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which 
included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by RM 1431. CLN includes most of 
Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park. 
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Buying a home can be 
intimidating, but we at SPT & Co. 
create a transparent home buying 
experience. We guide you through 

everything from obtaining 
� nancing, writing a contract, and 
stand by you even a� er  you buy 

your home.

Receive
Rebate

at closing


