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Keri Byer plans to become a  
full-time fairy godmother by  
the end of the year.

MUD matters 
ongoing in 
both cities

w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m

cedar park, capital metro 
differ on study aspect

Cedar Park and Leander have 
MUD on the mind, but not the kind 
tracked in on clean carpet.

Cedar Park has placed the Ranch 
at Cypress Creek MUD on a three-
year annexation plan, while Leander 
officials want to prevent a developer 
from forming a MUD along Ronald 
W. Reagan Boulevard.
What is a MUD?

MUD stands for municipal utility 
district — an entity created under 
Chapter 54 of the Texas Water 
Code that functions like a tiny 
town and is separate from the cities 
near or surrounding it. MUDs are 
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Ranch at Cypress Creek annexation FAQs

MUD FAQs

Why is the City of Cedar Park considering annexing the 
Ranch at Cypress Creek MUD?
The Ranch at Cypress Creek MUD is surrounded by the 
city, and residents have made numerous requests for 
annexation. Also, the MUD has a low debt load, which the 
city considers serviceable.

What benefit do Ranch residents get from annexation?
Benefits include Cedar Park police protection services, 
street maintenance and the right to vote in city elections.
What changes will there be in police protection?
After annexation, the Cedar Park police will respond to 
Ranch calls instead of the Williamson County Sheriff.
Will the city enforce deed restrictions? 
No. Cities are prohibited by law from enforcing deed 

What is a MUD?
Municipal Utility Districts are entities that 
can be created by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality for purposes including 
control, conservation and distribution of water. 
MUDs are authorized by the TCEQ to provide 
water, sewer, drainage and other services to 
residents by levying taxes and issuing bonds.

How is a MUD created?
A majority of property owners in a given 
area must provide a petition to the TCEQ 
including a description of the proposed MUD 
boundaries, the nature of the improvements 
they intend to make, the cost of the project 
and a proposed name. If the MUD is approved, 
the TCEQ appoints five temporary MUD board 
of directors who serve until an election can be 
held to select permanent members.

restrictions similar to those enforced by 
homeowners associations.  

What are the financial implications of being 
annexed?
The property taxes for the Ranch at Cypress Creek 
MUD, currently $.6282 cents per $100 of property 
valuation, will be replaced by the city’s property 
tax, currently $.50807 cents per $100. Fire 
protection is included in city taxes. Bills for trash 
collection will come from the city in the water/
wastewater bill.

Will annexation have any effect on the 
homeowners associations?
No. 

Source: cedarparktx.hbmgproduction.com

See more MUD FAQs on page 9

Gateway at Leander is a $45 million 
project including more than 360,000 sq. ft. 
of commercial real estate. The centerpiece 
is Lowe’s Home Improvement slated to 
open in March.

Other businesses in Gateway include 
Kohl’s department store, International Bank 
of Commerce, Taco Bell and McDonald’s. 
The remaining space is designed for a 
major electronic store, pet store, restaurant 
with outdoor seating and another bank.

The mastermind of the project is 
Development 2000’s Jerry Reed, who has 
30 years of real estate experience.
The property

Reed became familiar with Williamson 
County while working on several projects 
in Cedar Park, including Threadgill’s.

“We saw an area with phenomenal 
growth and knew there had to be more 
opportunities out there,” Reed said.

Reed settled on the 20-acre tract on the 
northwest corner of US 183 and Crystal 
Falls Parkway. However, Reed’s vision for a 
Lowe’s shopping center called for more land, 
a move that would require Development 
2000 to acquire the 40 individually owned 
mobile homes adjacent to the property.

Development 2000 offered between 
$70,000 and $90,000 for homes valued  at 

The Capital Metropolitan Transit 
Authority and the City of Cedar Park 
made an agreement Jan. 24 whereby 
the authority will fund 80 percent of 
two studies: one on transit in the city 
and the other on a possible Cedar Park 
commuter rail stop. 

However, Capital Metro and Cedar 
Park differ on one aspect of the deal.

Jose Madrigal, assistant city manager, 
said the first study will determine the 
transportation needs of Cedar Park 
and find options on how the city 
can receive federal transit funding, 
including obtaining federal grantee 
status, Madrigal said.

However, Fred Gilliam, president 
and CEO of Capital Metro, said the 
authority would be opposed to Cedar 
Park becoming a federal grantee. His 
understanding is that the study will 
detail how the city and the authority 
can partner to use the federal money 
Capital Metro already receives through 
its federal grantee status. 

Capital Metro, as the grantee for 
the region, receives funding on behalf 
of cities in its service area and in 
turn provides transportation in those 
communities. 

Cedar Park removed itself from 
Capital Metro in 2000. After that, 
Capital Metro was obligated to provide 
only special transit services to elderly 
and disabled residents of Cedar Park, 
and the city pays the bill. Although 
the services are limited, the federal 
government still factors in Cedar 
Park’s population to calculate Capital 
Metro’s funding amount.  

If Cedar Park became a federal 
grantee, the federal transit money 
would go to the city instead of Capital 
Metro and the city could contract for 
services with any transit provider. 

The details of the second study are 
clear; it will determine the feasibility 
of a Cedar Park commuter rail 
station and examine how the city and 
Capital Metro could make money 
on a stop through a transit-oriented 
development similar to Leander’s.

Glass Dr.

Cr
ys

ta
l F

al
ls 

Pk
w

y.
Sheila Dr.

US 183

Home Improvement
170,393 sq. ft. 

Opening March 25
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www.lowes.com/careers    
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quarter 2008
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Broke ground in January, 
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State Representative District 52

Presidential candidates (as of press time)

U.S. Senator

Ray McMurreywww.mcmurreyforussenate.com(361) 442-9046

Richard Noriegawww.ricknoriega.com (713) 921-7425

Rhett Smith
www.rhettsmithforussenate.com

John Cornyn (incumbent) www.johncornyn.com 494-8535

Larry Kilgore
 www.larrykilgore.com (817) 522-3951

Barack Obamawww.barackobama.com (866) 675-2008

John Edwardswww.johnedwards.com (919) 636-3131

Hillary Clinton www.hillaryclinton.com (703) 469-2008

Joe Biden 
www.joebiden.com (302) 574-2008

Christopher Doddwww.chrisdodd.com(202) 737- 3633

Mike Huckabeewww.mikehuckabee.com (501) 324-2008

Mitt Romney www.mittromney.com (857) 288-6400

Alan Keyes 
 www.alankeyes.com (800) 727-6142

Rudy Giuliani www.joinrudy2008.com (212) 835-9449

John McCain www.johnmccain.com (703) 418-2008

Ron Paul 
www.ronpaul2008.com (703) 248-9115

Hoa Tran
www.drhoatranchinenutritionalmedicine.com

Duncan Hunterwww.gohunter08.com (619) 463-3896

Hugh Cort 
www.hughcort2008.com (888) 386-8176

Diana Maldonado www.dianamaldonado.com
573-3630

Vivian Sullivan www.vivsullivan.org

John Gordon 
www.johngordon52.com

789-5073

Bryan Daniel 
www.bryandaniel.org863-3663

Dee Hobbs 
www.deehobbs.com383-5808

Gene Kelly

Leonard Surratt www.leonardsurratt.com869-4589

Jim Dillon
www.jimdillon.org 497-1427

Dan Gattis 
(incumbent) 
www.dangattis.org868-5400

Railroad CommissionerArt Hall 
www.arthallfortexas.com (210) 479-9018

Dale Henry
www.electdalehenry.com

Mark Thompson www.markfortexas.com
Michael Williams  (incumbent) 

www.williamsfortexas.com 482-0682

Supreme Court Chief Justice Supreme Court Justice, place 7
Baltasar Cruz
cruzforjudge.blogspot.com
Dale Wainwright (incumbent) 

www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/court/justice_dwainwright.asp

Supreme Court Justice, place 8
Susan Criss
www.judgecriss.com (409) 771-4069

Linda Reyna Yanezwww.lindayanez.com
Phil Johnson www.justicephiljohnson.com 391-1600

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, place 3
Susan Strawn susanstrawn@gmail.com (713) 253-9112

Tom Price 
(incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us

Third Court of Appeals Chief Justice, place 1
Woodie Joneswww.woodiejones.com 482-9302

Ken Law  
(incumbent) 
www.3rdcoa.courts.state.tx.us

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, place 4
J.R. Molina 
(817) 624-4700

Robert Francis  www.judgerobertfrancis.com/experience.html
Paul Womack (incumbent) 

www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/court/justice_pwomack.asp

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, place 9
Cathy Cochran  (incumbent) 

www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/court/justice_ccochran.asp

Primary Election – March 4Voter registration ended Feb. 4Early in-person voting: Feb. 19 – 29Vote by mail: Jan. 4 – Feb. 26
Primary Runo� Election – April 8 Voter registration deadline: March 10Early in-person voting: March 31 – April 4Vote by mail: Feb. 8 – April 1

Sam Houston 
www.samhoustonforjustice.com (713) 520-1464

Jim Jordan 
www.dallascourts.com
Wallace Je�erson (incumbent) 

wallaceje�erson.com

U.S. Representative District 31

John Carter 
(incumbent) 
carter.house.gov
246-1600

Brian Ruiz 
www.ruizforcongress.com

Primary Electiondates and deadlines

Runo� Electiondates and deadlines

State Representative District 20

EARLY VOTING ANYWHEREVoters can vote at any early polling location. For Williamson County polling locations, visit www.williamson-county.org/elections.

Q: Can I vote in both the Republican and Democratic primaries?
A: No. In Texas, voters can participate in the primary election by voting Democrat or Republican, 

but cannot vote in both. Independent candidates are not included on the Texas primary ballot. 

Once a voter participates in the primary election, he or she is designated a member of the party 

for which he or she voted for the next two years and is ineligible to participate in the opposing 

parties’ primary elections.
Q: Will I vote at the same polling location for the March primary and the 
November election?A: Not necessarily. The number of voters is typically lower for the primary election so the 

elections o�ce consolidates precincts to vote at fewer polling locations.Q: Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot? A: You may request a ballot by mail if you will be out of the county on Election Day and during 

early voting, if you are sick or disabled, or if you are 65 years old or older on Election Day.
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VOTER REGISTRATIONVoters must be registered 30 days before an election. To register in Williamson County, visit www.williamson-county.org or call 943-1630.

Republican Democrat

Absentee ballots  Used when a voter is traveling, 
at work or physically unable to vote at the place where he or she is registered. The ballot must be marked and mailed before election day.Caucus  Members of a political party gathered to 

nominate candidates and determine convention delegates. 
Primary election  Election held before the general election in which voters of each party nominate candidates for o�ce, party o�cers, Source: PBS online elections glossary and www.

dictionary.com

Election glossary
etc. In the primaries, voters register with the Democratic or Republican Party. Once registered as a Democrat, a person can vote in the Democratic primary, but will not be allowed to vote in the Republican primary, and vice-versa. Straw poll  Uno�cial poll taken to determine a group’s opinion on a candidate or issue.Wedge issue  A political issue that divides voters.

Mark Silverstone (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_courts/425th/index.html

26th District Court Judge
Billy Ray Stubble�eld  (incumbent) 

www.wilcogov.org/district_courts/26th/index.html

395th District Court Judge
Mike Jergins
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_courts/395th/index.html

425th District Court Judge

Deborah Hunt (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/tax

John Bradley (incumbent) www.wilcogov.org/district_attorney/DA_TAB
943-1234

James R. Wilson(incumbent) 
www.williamson-county.org/Sheri�

26th District Court Judge 395th District Court Judge 425th District Court Judge

Tax Assessor-Collector

County Attorney

Precinct 3 County Commissioner
Precinct 1 Constable

Jaime M. Lynn
www.vote4lynn.com826-8313

Jana Duty
(incumbent) 
www.janaduty.com943-1111

Mike Grimes 
255-5888

Lisa Birkman
(incumbent) 
www.lisabirkman.com733-5380

Steve Laukhufwww.laukhuf4wilco.com431-9436

Precinct 1 County Commissioner

Gregory Windham864-7282

Valerie Covey (incumbent) 
www.valeriecovey.com868-6741

Gary Gri�n (incumbent) www.williamson-county.org/constables
248-3239

Robert Chody www.robertchody.com497-0771

District Attorney County Sheri�

Dale Vannoy 
(incumbent) 
www.dalevannoy.com260-4270

Bobby Gutierrez  (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/constables

943-1434

Marty Ruble  
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.
org/constables
238-2181

Precinct 2 Constable Precinct 3 Constable Precinct 4 Constable

COMING SOONTHE BEGINNING OF THE END OF HIGH RENTS

Highland Lakes Real Estate can help.Attend our free dream home workshop - Unraveling The Mysteries Of Home Ownership.

What do you get in return for your rent checks? 
Another 30 days with a roof over your head. That’s all. 

Start investing in your own future instead of your landlord’s.

Mark your calendar!

 Tips & Information

30,000 sq. ft. 
Potential 

electronics 
store

2,448 sq. ft. 10,500 sq. ft. 
7,000 sq. ft. 

20,000 sq. ft. 
Potential pet 

store

8,500 sq. ft. 

12,500 sq. ft. 

30,000 sq. ft. 
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February is a month of introductions. 
It all started with the new neighbors that 
moved in behind my house. We’ve built 
up a community in our neighborhood of 
some really great people.

Neighborhoods are the centerpiece of 
our community experience. Much like 
meeting new neighbors, the Ranch at 
Cypress Creek MUD is in the process of 

Laura Wickett
lwickett@impactnews.com

becoming part of the City of Cedar Park. 
We bring you details of the origination 
and annexation of MUDs.

The trend continues with more 
introductions in our community. Soon, 
Leander will welcome its second large-scale 
retail project: Gateway at Leander. The city 
landscape is evolving with the new growth 
and development, and residents will have 
more options closer to home.

While no stranger to the area and its 
needs, we introduce to you this month 
Bret Champion, the new superintendent of 
Leander Independent School District. As 
of Feb. 1, Champion officially stepped into 
his new role and is making the rounds of 
the schools and community to introduce 
himself to all those in the school system. 

LISD also opens its fourth high school 

Laura Wickett

General
Manager’s 
Note

this year. We have prepared a feature that 
explains the school’s zoning, mascot and 
staff, including an interview with the 
principal, Nancy Scott.

Finally, we are excited to introduce our 
readers to Connected, a comprehensive 
community guide. This annual publication 
will arrive as an additional issue of local 
information on Feb. 29. You will want to 
keep this one by your phone. 

Go ahead, get introduced to this new 
issue of Community Impact!

page 4

page 5

page 29

page 27
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4 SLR Design Stacy Rudd’s company provides real estate 
development and architectural services including land 
acquisition, architecture, design, working with banks, engineers 
and consultants.
    
5 Canine Academy Training Center This facility gets 
homeless dogs off the street and on their feet with advanced 
training and three square meals a day.
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33 Bret Champion LISD’s new superintendent talks about 
his goals for the district as he takes over the position held for 20 
years by Tom Glenn.
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SLR DeSiGN 

process from top to bottom beginning 
with land acquisition, architecture and 
design to working with banks, engineers 
and consultants. 

SLR Design also invests private equity 
into real estate deals.

“We really want our clients to feel like 
we’re taking care of their projects,” Rudd 
said. “They don’t have to worry about the 
project while they’re still running their 
business and we’re building a new facility 
for them.”

Rudd launched SLR design in 2002 after 
working for several different firms and 
finding a desire to manage a more compre-
hensive business with an individual touch.

“Really, I just wanted to have a better 
service,” Rudd said. “I wanted to bring it 
all in-house so we could manage our proj-
ects ourselves and not have to have clients 
go deal with several other people. We do 
all of it so we take better care of them.”

Taking good care of customers has 
always been important to Rudd. The 12-
person company could easily double in 

SLR Design
301 Brushy Creek Rd., Ste. 106

401-9700
www.slrdesigninc.com

business    profile by mark collins

size, but Rudd has purposely slowed the 
growth in order to maintain a personal 
touch on each project.

“I meet all of our clients, and I know 
who all of them are, and as they get 
handed off to other people in our compa-
ny, I still stay in contact with them,” Rudd 
said. “If we get too many big projects — if 
we add too many employees too quickly 
— I would lose that and people would stop 
getting really good service.”

Although SLR Design’s flagship develop-
ments are large industrial projects, Rudd 
is quick to point out that the company is 
also capable of helping smaller scale busi-
nesses. 

The firm has completed projects as large 
as 30,000 sq. ft. and as small as 1,500 sq. ft. 
If SLR Design can’t build the right space, it 
offers tenant representation to help find it.

 “Business is going well. We feel like 
we’ve provided some nice projects for the 
city and created some tax base and com-
merce for the city,” Rudd said. “We’re real 
happy to be here.”

SLR Design owner Stacy Rudd is a former UT placekicker.

As businesses in Cedar Park continue 
to grow, so does SLR Design.

“More than anything, we try to cater to 
tenants and businesses who need to grow 
their business whether they need more 

space, need a bigger building or just need 
to lease space,” said SLR Design president 
and founding owner Stacy Rudd.

SLR provides real estate development 
and architectural services, handling the 

Blue Creek Plaza – 301 Brushy Creek, home of 
SLR Design, Classic Charms, Burke’s Reprographics 
and Native Land Design

901 Cypress Creek – 20,000 sq. ft. medical office 
building

Soccer Zone – 30,000 sq. ft. indoor soccer facility

Toro Grande Boulevard Development – 25 
acres, includes Nitro Swim, volleyball facility and 
On Deck Circle batting cages

Hill Country Climatized Storage – 3621 E. 
Whitestone Blvd.

n

SLR DesignCypress Creek Rd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

SoMe NoTaBLe SLR DeSiGN PRojeCTS iNCLUDe:
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CaNiNe aCaDeMy TRaiNiNG CeNTeR  

“We look more for drive than we do for 
a particular breed of dog. We want them to 
be obsessed with fetching,” she said. “They 
don’t make really good pets because they 
want to be doing something all the time. 
They’re not bad dogs; they’re just high 
energy.”

When dogs first arrive at Canine 
Academy, their hips and elbows are tested 
for dysplasia to make sure the joints can 
withstand the rigors of the job. Training 
consists of fetching drills and associating a 
specific odor with the training. Eventually, 
the dog will go after the odor and not just 
the training toy. Caughlin has taught dogs 
to detect mold, termites and drugs. 

Her strangest request, though, was for a 
dog that could detect cheating spouses.

Although the Canine Academy was 
founded in 1990, Caughlin acquired the 
property in April 2005 when the previous 
owners retired. Caughlin always had an 
interest in canine training and made the 
move to Cedar Park from a position as a 
crime lab toxicologist in California.

“I was training part time on the side. 

business    profile by mark collins

Animals were definitely my passion more 
than crime scenes,” Caughlin said. “The 
opportunity was there, so I quit my job 
and moved here and started up.” 

She is now licensed by the Certification 
Council for Professional Dog Trainers.

In addition to training dogs for pro-
fessional work, Canine Academy also 
provides services for stay-at-home pets. 
The 11-acre property has 50 on-site runs 
available for boarding. 

Two play yards allow space for dogs to 
exercise and socialize.

On Sundays, Caughlin teaches “zone” 
obedience classes. Owners can attend 
when convenient and move to the next 
level of difficulty when the pet is ready. 

For those who may not have time to 
spend training a dog, Canine Academy of-
fers boarding school. The pet will stay with 
Caughlin for four to five weeks and receive 
training from her staff. 

When the owners return, they need only 
learn the commands to get in sync with 
the dog.

Canine academy 
Training Center

13420 Cedar Lime Road
267-2275

www.k9-academy.comA Pflugerville police officer works with Pfrog, a police K9 officer.

The Canine Academy Training Center 
is getting homeless dogs off the street 

and on their feet with advanced training 
and three square meals a day.

“Most of the dogs we take out would 
probably be euthanized in a shelter,” said 
Canine Academy owner Lisa Caughlin. 
“It’s such a great thing for both sides. We 

When working dogs have completed training, the potential handler 
comes to Canine Academy Training Center for two weeks of handler 
school.

HaNDLeR TRaiNiNG

get to help these nutty, crazy dogs, and 
they get to ride around in the back of a 
police car and be nutty, crazy dogs.”

She estimates 95 percent of the dogs she 
trains come from shelters. As often as she 
can, Caughlin will visit each Austin-area 
shelter in search of canines that have a 
special quality.

“It’s more teaching the handler 
how to use the dog; the dog is 
already pre-trained,” Caughlin said. 

The pair will spend two weeks 
bonding and getting comfortable 
with commands. If the canine is 
trained to attack, the handler will 
come early for an additional week 
of bite work.

FM 1431 / Wh itestone Blvd.
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service bank is open 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. on Friday 
and 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Saturday. It is the second 
Comerica Bank in the Cedar Park area. For 
more information, call 259-1566 or visit 
www.comerica.com.
          

          Keeping Texas alert
Roaster’s 
Coffee Ha-
ven opened 
in mid- Janu-
ary at 2011 
Little Elm 
Trail, Ste. 
110. The lo-
cally owned 
and operated 
business roasts its own coffee once a week 
to guarantee freshness. The shop also offers 
milkshakes, smoothies and homemade 
bakery items. Open from 5 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 6 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, Roaster’s has free wire-
less internet and a drive-through window. 
For more information, call 506-9592.
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Cedar Park
 Simply en fuego
A new breed of cuisine is now available in 
Cedar Park. Sushi Caliente, 202 Walton 
Way, has taken traditional Japanese dishes 
and added Mexican ingredients to create 
spicy dishes. The restaurant opened in early 
February with a limited menu, which will 
expand to fit demand. Hours are 11 a.m. – 9 
p.m. For more information, call 294-4143.

 
     Another banking option
Comerica Bank, 810 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. C, celebrated Jan. 26 with a ribbon cut-
ting and grand opening ceremony. The full-

1

N

          Sub station
Thundercloud Subs, 700 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 200, opened Feb. 4 near It’s a 
Grind. Thundercloud submarine sandwiches 
can be ordered at www.thundercloud.com 
for in-store pickup. The sandwich shop is 
also available for catering. For more infor-
mation, call 259-8815.

        Industrial park
SLR Design has announced a $22 million 
dollar industrial project titled Whitestone 
Business Park, which will be located at the 
corner of Toro Grande Boulevard and FM 
1431. Phase one of the project will include 
150,000 sq. ft. of mixed-use industrial space 
and will reach 252,000 sq. ft. at the comple-
tion of the project. Construction is expected 
to begin in June. For more information, con-
tact SLR Design at 401-9700 or visit www.
slrdesigninc.com.

 Under new ownership
The Domino’s at 309 S. Bell Blvd. is now 
under new ownership. The pizza shop was 
corporately owned but is now locally owned 
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Tween and teen gaming night
Sign up for a computer or enjoy a board game; feel 

free to bring your own games. Snacks and drinks provided 
from 7 – 9 p.m.
Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road
Contact: 259-5259 or www.youseemore.com/leander

 The Hollow
 Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., matinee March 

16 at 3 p.m.
Way Off Broadway Community Players, 10960 E. Crystal Falls 
Parkway
Cost: $12 adults, $10 seniors and students, $5 children
Contact: 336-8966 or www.wobcp.org

Devine Lake Park kite festival
Flying demonstrations, kite making, music, food and 

fun from noon – 4 p.m.
Devine Lake Park, 1000 Maple Circle
Cost: Free
Contact: 528-9909 or www.ci.leander.tx.us

On Golden Pond auditions
Cold readings from the script at 7 p.m.

Way Off Broadway Community Players, 10960 E. Crystal Falls 
Parkway
Contact: 336-8966 or www.wobcp.org

Senior day trip
Visit the Blue Bell Creamery in Brenham. Bring your 

own lunch.
Leander Parks and Recreation, 406 Municipal Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: 528-9909 or www.ci.leander.tx.us

Movie Day
Come watch “Bee Movie” at 10:30 a.m.

Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd.
Contact: 401-5600 or www.cedarparktx.us

H-E-B Spring Egg-Stravaganza
Annual candy hunt from 2 – 4 p.m.

Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road
Cost: Free
Contact: 528-9909 or www.ci.leander.tx.us

Cedar Park Egg-Stravaganza
Easter egg hunt for prizes and goodies starts at 2 

p.m. Children can also have their picture taken with the 
Easter Bunny.
Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd.
Contact: 401-5000 or www.cedarparktx.us

and operated. Open for dine-in and delivery, 
call 651-3512 or visit www.dominos.com for 
more information.

 New stores in 1890 Ranch
1890 Ranch, located at the corner of 183A 
Toll and FM 1431, adding more retail and 
several dining options. Gold’s Gym and 
Bealls department store are under construc-
tion and will be completed by July. Academy 
Sports + Outdoors will begin construction 
in March, with Mardel, a Christian book 
and supply store, Hobby Lobby and Hemi-
spheres, a furniture store, to follow suit in 
April. New eateries in the Ranch include 
Carl’s Jr., Buffalo Wild Wings and Chick-
fil-a, which will all begin construction by 
the end of February. For more information 
on happenings at 1890 Ranch, visit www.
endeavor-re.com.

       Vitamins and more
General Nutrition Centers, a nationwide 
retailer of nutritional supplements and 
vitamins, opened a new store at 1890 Ranch, 
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. E400. Cedar 
Park’s third GNC opened Jan. 7 and is open 
from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday and noon – 6 p.m. on Sunday. For 
more information, call 528-1746. 
      Classic barber
Bringing back the classic barbershop atmo-
sphere, Rooster’s opened in early January 
at 2011 Little Elm Trail, Ste. 104. Catering 
specifically to male customers, the barber-
shop offers haircuts and full-face shaves with 
a seven-step process. After the shave, relax 
with a cold beer. Rooster’s is open 9 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Saturday and by appointment. For more 
information, call 258-3300.

 School carnival
Hoping to start a new tradition, Summit 
Christian Academy will hold the first 
annual Spring Round Up March 1 at 2121 
Cypress Creek Road. The event is open 
to the community and will feature game 
booths, moon jumps, a batting cage, live 
music, silent auction, food and more. Tickets 
are $5 for adults, $3 for children and $10 for 
a family of four.

      Corner store
Red Onion Market is a locally owned and 
operated grocery store opening in March at 
1201 N. Lakeline Blvd. Its focus is on high-
quality produce and meats. Unlike the origi-
nal location in Round Rock, this Red Onion 
Market will include a sit-down restaurant 
serving breakfast and lunch. For more infor-
mation, visit www.redonionmarket.com.

      Health care
Scott & White is bringing its circle of care to 
more people in Cedar Park with the opening 
of a new clinic at 12129 FM 620, Ste. 600E. A 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was held Jan. 25 to 
celebrate. The clinic provides a wide variety 
of health services. For more information, call 
336-3400 or visit www.sw.org.

 Library changes
The Cedar Park Public Library will be 
closed March 17 – 23 for minor remodel-
ing and the final phase of new equipment 
installation. The library will resume normal 

operating hours March 24. For more infor-
mation, call the library’s new phone number 
401-5600 or visit www.cedarparktx.us/cp/
li.aspx.

 Ready to rule
The Cedar Park Municipal Court, 911 
Quest Parkway, has a new associate judge. 
Daniel R. Gonzalez was sworn in Jan. 16. 

      Health care option
A new Austin Regional Clinic is scheduled 
to open Feb. 18 in the Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Plaza, 1401 Medical Parkway, Build-
ing B, Ste. 220. The 10,000 sq. ft. clinic has 26 
exam rooms, treatment rooms, a non-stress 
testing room, sonography and on-site lab. 
For more information, call 421-4811 or visit 
www.austinregionalclinic.com. 

Leander
 Stable factor
Located at Deer Shadow Farm, 23650 Round 
Mountain Circle, Dream a Dream Thera-
peutic Horsemanship began therapeutic 
riding lessons for people with disabilities 
in January. Dream a Dream is certified by 
the North American Riding for the Handi-
capped Association and is one of more than 
700 riding centers in the United States. For 
more information, call 260-5957 or visit 
www.deershadowfarm.com/dream.

 Tutoring time
The first Sylvan Learning Centers in Wil-
liamson County will be located in Leander 
next to Como’s Italian restaurant, 901 Crystal 
Falls Parkway. Build out of the location is 
expected to be completed by late February 
with a grand opening celebration planned 
for March. For more information, visit www.
sylvanlearning.com.

 Start pedaling
BMX racing is in Leander at Building 
Champions Raceway, 711 CR 269. It 
opened Jan. 1 and offers both BMX and 
motocross racing. The track is open Saturday 
for practice 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Sunday 
for races starting at noon. The cost is $6 per 
practice session and $12 to race. Spectators 
may watch for free and enjoy the on-site 
concession stand. For more information, call 
the track hotline at 259-2277 or visit www.
ridebcr.com.

 Open wide
Crystal Falls Dental, a family and cosmetic 
care dental clinic, opened in late January 
at 500 Crystal Falls Parkway. Dr. Thomas 
D. Ince offers “people hours” instead of 
“dental hours” with appointments available 
on most Saturdays and as late as 7 p.m. on 
weekdays. For more information or to make 
an appointment, call 260-7400 or visit www.
crystalfallsdental.com.
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To submit information about Cedar Park or Leander, e-mail 
kvaught@impactnews.com.

community    events
February

29

7-22

8

10

14

March

17

18

19

12

15

16

         Tax preparer
Just in time for tax season, H & R Block has 
moved into the H-E-B complex, 651 US 183. 
For more information, call 454-4657 or visit 
www.hrblock.com.

Road extension open
Ronald W. Reagan Boulevard is now fully 
operational. On Feb. 1, the segment between 
FM 2243 and Hwy. 29 opened, completing 
the 4.1-mile stretch of four-lane divided 
highway from FM 2243 to Hwy. 29. The 
$14.6 million project began in January 2006 
and was completed on schedule. Ronald 
Reagan North, which extends the roadway 
from FM 3405 to RM 2338, is expected to be 
completed this summer.

       Get ready for summer
A Home Outdoor Garden Show from  
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. March 1 at Leander High 
School, 3301 S. Bagdad Road, will feature 
landscape designs, equipment, plants, food 
and prizes. Admission is $3 for adults and 
free for children under 12. Proceeds benefit 
LHS Future Farmers of America. For more 
information, visit classroom.leanderisd.org/
webs/LHS.FF/home.htm.
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MUD
authorized by the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality to provide water and sewer service, recreational 
facilities and common area landscaping to residents by 
levying taxes and issuing bonds. MUDs are governed by 
elected board members who often contract with nearby 
municipalities for utility service. In 1991, the state 
legislature also gave MUDs the ability to enforce covenant 
restrictions similar to those enforced by homeowners 
associations.
annexation in Cedar Park

The city council voted at its Jan. 24 meeting to begin the 
process of annexing the Ranch at Cypress Creek MUD. 
State law mandates a three-year period for the involuntary 
annexation of areas with more than 100 residents.

The council postponed the annexation vote in December 
after several residents and board members requested more 
time and communication to MUD residents from the 
city. They said that although the MUD was interested in 
annexation, residents were concerned about property 
values declining after the MUD was dissolved. 
Covenant restrictions and landscaping

Only two sections of the Ranch have active HOAs, so 
the MUD enforces covenant restrictions in the other nine. 
Cities do not have the power to enforce such restrictions, 
so unless the HOAs in those nine sections become active 
after annexation, only city ordinances regarding property 
appearance could be enforced.

For example, the city could not enforce restrictions 
disallowing the storage of boats or RVs in driveways or flag 
poles or gym equipment in the front of a home. 

“There’s certain decorum. If you understand what a 
covenant is, it is basically a contract among homeowners 
that they will maintain certain standards,” said Larry Yetter, 
assistant secretary of the MUD board. 

Landscaping was the other main concern of those who 
addressed the council. Under MUD management, right of 
way, park and drainage area landscaping receives attention 
from maintenance crews 52 weeks of the year. These services 
in city-maintained areas are conducted 29 times a year.

“We believe that a 52-week program, where a service 
company is paid and measured on timely clean up, is simply 
a more productive approach than what the city can offer,” 
according to the MUD’s Web site, www.ranch-at-cc.org.
Compromise

In a letter to the city read at the Jan. 24 city council 
meeting, the MUD board requested the council enter into 
a strategic partnership agreement with the MUD to find a 
way in which covenant restrictions and landscaping could 
be maintained after annexation. 

If such a solution cannot be found, the board requested 
a limited purpose district be created for the MUD. Such 
districts can enforce covenant restrictions and allow 
residents to pay additional taxes to cover services such as 
extra landscaping maintenance. 

Matt Powell, place one council member, said he prefers 

to think of the limited purpose district as a safety net for 
the MUD if another solution could not be reached.

“We’ve got a couple legislative sessions that will take 
place in the next three years,” Powell said. “Right now, a 
MUD lacks the ability to turn itself into a mandatory HOA. 
I think that may be an option.”

Yetter also sees potential for help from the legislature.
“We would like the legislature in the next couple years 

to empower cities to administer covenants,” he said. “If the 
city could pick that up, that would be better than forming 
a separate entity.”

Involuntary annexation of the Ranch is scheduled to 
take place in 2011. However, the area could be immediately 
voluntarily annexed if the city and a majority of MUD 
residents come to an agreement before that time expires.
MUD formation in Leander

In Leander, Houston developer Barkley Wedemeyer 
recently petitioned for approval of three MUDs south of 
Hwy. 29 and north of FM 2243. City utility services are not 
yet available in this area, which is largely undeveloped. 

A group of landowners, including Wedemeyer, 
created the Reagan/Parmer Corridor Association (www.
reaganparmer.com) last year to explore ways to spur 
economic growth along the corridor. Wedemeyer’s MUD 
petition, though separate from the RPCA, is presumably 
his way of getting a water and sewer system in place along 
the corridor. Wedemeyer declined to comment.

MUD developers are required by law to finance 30 percent 
of the cost of utilities. The MUD’s board of directors, first 
appointed by the TCEQ and then elected by residents, can 
issue bonds and levy taxes to fund the remaining costs. 

“Because taxes are raised to pay off infrastructure 
indebtedness, developers may be able to sell lots at more 
attractive rates than those not in a MUD,” said Wayne 
Watts, director of public works for Leander. “MUDs are 
often formed where developers think it’s not going to be 
effective for them to be part of the city because they have 
to recover all of that infrastructure cost at the front end 
through lot sales.”
Negotiation

The city opposes the creation of the MUD, Watts said.
“We feel that many of those residents will use a lot of our 

city services, but the city will not be able to collect taxes in 
that area,” he said.

MUD residents, like those in the Ranch at Cypress Creek, 
often have access to city parks and recreational facilities, 
water and sewer service, libraries, inspections, roads and 
fire protection through agreements with the city. 

Leander does not have the ability to block the MUD. 
The city has 90 days after the petition is filed to approve 
or disapprove it. After that, Wedemeyer can request city 
utility services for his project. If the city and Wedemeyer 
do not reach an agreement within 120 days, he can petition 
the TCEQ for the creation of the MUD. The petition will be 
granted if the TCEQ finds the city either does not have the 
ability to provide services or has not committed sufficient 
funds to do so at a reasonable cost to the landowners.

“We’re trying to work through some issues and create a 
win-win situation,” said John Cowman, Leander mayor. 

MUD FAQs
Who runs a MUD?
The publicly elected board of directors manages all the affairs 
of a MUD. Board meetings are open to MUD residents.

What services does a MUD provide residents?
MUDs often contract with a nearby city for water and 
wastewater services, trash collection, recycling, fire fighting 
and law enforcement. The MUD board can undertake projects 
benefiting residents including landscaping and maintenance of 
public areas and installation of recreational facilities.

How are MUDs funded?
The MUD board of directors is responsible for setting tax rates 
and issuing bonds to fund projects.

Can MUDs regulate how homeowners maintain property?
Yes. In 1991, the state legislature gave MUDs the ability to 
enforce covenant/deed restrictions/agreements similar to those 
of homeowners associations. Rules can include restrictions on 
boats and RVs in driveways, sports equipment, architectural or 
color changes, lawn decorations and visible garbage cans.

Can MUD residents vote in a city election or use city services?
MUD residents are not considered residents of a city, so they may 
not vote. Many MUDs, such as the Ranch at Cypress Creek, have 
arrangements with the nearby city allowing residents to use the 
library, parks and other public amenities for a fee, often paid with 
other MUD taxes and fees.

Who maintains the streets in a MUD?
The county in which a MUD is located is responsible for streets.

Must a city consent to the creation of a MUD within its limits?
According to Chapter 54 of the Texas Water Code, land within 
corporate city limits or ETJ cannot be made into a MUD without 
city consent. However, if the city refuses to grant consent for 
the creation of a MUD within 90 days, a majority of landowners 
of the proposed MUD may petition the city to provide water 
and wastewater services to the area. If the city and the 
landowners do not reach an agreement within 120 days, the 
landowners can petition the TCEQ for the creation of the MUD. 
The petition will be granted if the TCEQ finds that the city either 
does not have the ability to provide the services or has not 
committed sufficient funds to do so at a reasonable cost to the 
landowners.

What is a developer’s responsibility to a MUD?
Developers must finance 30 percent of the cost of utilities 
within a MUD they create. No developer, developer’s employee, 
associate or family member may serve on a MUD board of 
directors unless they are a resident of the MUD. 

Houston developer 
Barkley Wedemeyer 
owns these 927.5 acres 
straddling Ronald W. 
Reagan Boulevard, 
on which he 
has submitted 
petitions to 
create three 
MUDs.

Wedemeyer’s 
tracts

Ronald W
. Reagan Blvd.

Hwy. 29

Proposed MUD
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In 1989, three entrepreneurs founded 
the restaurant Z’Tejas in an old Victorian 
house on Austin’s Sixth Street. The menu 
is influenced by their southern roots and 
combines the flavors of the southwest, 
Texas and Louisiana. Today, the franchise 
has 10 locations across the western United 
States, including three in the Austin area.

Z’Tejas opened its newest location at 
Avery Ranch Nov. 12. When you arrive, the 
first things you notice are the impeccable 
patios and outdoor fireplaces.

“We built the restaurant around two 
giant oak trees,” company president Steven 
Micheletti said. “We had a vision of how 
this restaurant would twinkle with light 
coming through the trees. I think the best 
tables are right outside.”

Very different from the hip, casual feel 
of the downtown restaurant, the Avery 
Ranch location leans toward upscale 
sophistication. The décor is classy with a 
neutral black-and-brown palette and soft 
leather seats. Guests can watch the chefs 
prepare food in the “exhibition kitchen” or 
appreciate the abstract art hanging from 
the exposed beams in the ceiling. Before 
dining, they can indulge in a signature 
margarita at the bar.

Once seated, the server brought a square 
skillet of fresh cornbread laced with tender 
corn kernels. Baked every 30 minutes, the 
cornbread is served with soft honey butter.

Next came the Beef Barbacoa Tostada 
Stacker ($8.99), which consisted of crunchy 
tostadas piled with black beans, Jack and 
cojita cheese, savory barbacoa and topped 

Z’TejaS SoUTHWeSTeRN GRiLL
neiGHborHooD    DininG by shannon colletti

Z’Tejas’ Shrimp Tostada

Z’Tejas Southwestern Grill
10525 W. Parmer Lane • 388-7772

www.ztejas.com
Lunch: Daily 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Dinner: Sun. - Thu. 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 3 p.m. - 11 p.m.

A  P L A C e  TO  S I P  CO C k TA I L S

n

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Z’Tejas Southwestern Grill

In addition to two 42-inch, flat-panel televisions, the bar also offers:
• 11 bottled beers
• 6 draft beers
• 42 brands of tequila

P
arm

er Ln.

• 21 types of margaritas
• 7 types of mojitos
• 12 mixed drinks
• 37 wines

Happy hour: Mon. - Fri. 4 p.m.-7 p.m. 
with half-price appetizers, $1 off 
margaritas and mixed drinks, and 50¢ 
off beer and house wine
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NeiGHBoRHooDS aT a GLaNCe
resiDential    real estate

Current Listings Current Listings

CeDaR PaRk- 78613 LeaNDeR - 78641

2110 Coachlamp Drive
4 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Christina Catalano, Century 21 Riley Realty

$149,500
413-3554

103 Grant Court
4 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Brandi Mahon, Keller Williams Realty

$174,965
565-5319

1907 Carriage Club Drive
4 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Jim Fisher, Keller William Realty

$139,000
496-8622

103 Golden Gate Drive
4 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Tommy Haydon, Keller Williams Realty

$177,500
656-0559

1811 Ruthie Run

Address                 City Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent/owner Phone

418 Hernandos Loop L 3/2 1799 $119,900 Al Jordan, Gilmore Jordan Real Estate 775-5681

2603 Tumbling River L 4/2.5 2713 $229,000 Vanessa Franco, Synterra Property Group 801-5815

300 Jennifer Lane L 2/2 1144 $119,900 Darin Leddy, Synterra Property Group 797-4030

1014 Rutherford L 4/2.5 2920 $199,900 Marilyn Kurka, New Home Solutions 260-6403

924 Palos Verdes L 5/4 3314 $474,900 Nicole Scott, Kera Realty 632-6790

603 S. Mustang CP 3/2 1684 $159,900 Scott Williams, Mark D. Blake 665-6115

1800 2607 Mancuso CP 4/2.5 3158 $359,900 Kathleen Wainright, RE/MAX Capital City II 646-1324

643 2417 Hunters Creek CP 4/2.5 3286 $299,900 Donna Jo Priem, Jones & Carter 970-1273

2510 Farleigh Lane CP 4/4 2660 $274,900 Kim Horther, Keller Williams 423-6018

Realtors/owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

3 Br. / 2.1 Ba.
Agent: Jerry Castillo, Hindsite 20/20 Investors

$163,900
646-1303

2110 Union St.
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
    

$149,000
663-2987

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Local Residential Listings
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Horizon Park

Neighborhood amenities

With easy access to 183A Toll, Gateway 
at Leander and Rouse High School, 
Horizon Park is a neighborhood on 
the move. Filled with one and two-
story homes, the community has wide 
sidewalks and quiet streets.

• Large park  • Basketball court
• Playground • Community pool

Schools
• Pleasant Hill Elementary
• Wiley Middle School
• Rouse High School

Carriage Hills

Neighborhood amenities

Carriage Hills was built in the early 
2000s and offers large, spacious 
homes. Nearby FM 1431 offers easy 
access without impacting the quiet 
community. 

• Homeowners association  
• Sidewalks          • Park • Large lots

Schools
• Mason Elementary
• Running Brushy Middle School
• Leander High School
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Monthly home sales

Key Stats

Data provided by Nason Hengst, nasonh@remax.net

market    Data

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 million + 

1

32

20

7

3

2

-

-

-

Price range No. of homes sold Avg. days on market

-

9

22

19

3

-

1

-

2

90

40

54

53

46

124

-

-

-

-

32

54

48

117

-

136

-

159

Jan. 2008

Jan. 2007

Dec. 2007

Nov. 2007

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

August 2007

July 2007

June 2007

59

59

89

79

82

83

109

124

286

Month  

56

73

76

72

66

77

96

121

131

On the market*
Jan. 1 - 31

CLNCLN CLSCLS

$228,183

$201,652

$271,782

$220,076

$234,229

$252,845

$238,081

$239,050

$234,499

$168,810

$162,281

$172,173

$181,422

$164,083

$169,123

$186,902

$167,002

$153,884

-17

Change in average selling price  
during last year

CLN CLN

CLS CLS
+$6,529 0

911 CR 271 • Leander

430 Cypress Creek Road • Cedar Park

2001 N. Bell •  Cedar Park

2001 S. Hwy 183 • Leander

1.1+/-acres, 6250 sq.ft.

5,5557 sq. ft.

8,000 sq. ft.

8.827 sq. ft.

Agent: Tammy J. Walker, Synterra Property Group

Agent: Deborah Castleberry, Realty World

Agent: Darren Quick, Don Quick & Associates

Agent: Joseph Green III, Reunion Development Group

$820,000

$1,500,000

$12 per sq. ft (annual) +NNN

$15 per sq. ft.

947-1515

946-4757

255-3000

259-4959

No. of sales
CLN

Average price
CLS CLN CLS

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

1

3

2

4

Cedar Park and Leander MLS area

Address                 City Lot/Bldg. Size Price Agent/owner Phone

107 Sonny Drive L 3,720 sq. ft. $409,000 Matt Delahoussage, Avalar Austin Real Estate 585-5313

304 W. Willis St. L 1,312 sq. ft. $399,900 John Mallach, Keller Williams Commercial 799-9083

11901 W. Parmer Lane CP 6,074 sq. ft. $1,123,690 Heather Morrison, Oxford Alliance Development 474-2400

1907 Cypress Creek Road CP 22,000 sq. ft. $3,900,000 Ted Allen, Lakeline Investment Company 965-2030

Local Commercial Listings

commercial    real estate

+$26,531

Realtors/owners: Submit your properties free at realestate@impactnews.com

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

FM 2243

Old FM 2243

B
ag

d
ad

 R
d.

Cypre
ss

 C
re

ek
  R

d.
    

 

Brushy Creek Rd.

P
arm

er Ln
.

Avery Ranch Blvd.

V
ista R

id
g

e B
lvd

.

Lakeline Blvd.

5

6

7

 8

7

8
FM 1431/    W

hitestone Blvd.

65
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1

*Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service area CL, which 
included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided by RM 1431. CLN includes most of 
Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park. 
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CONTINUED FROM |1

Gateway
approximately $15,000 each, Reed said. 

“For a lot of people, it helped them 
move into a nicer house with a big down 
payment,” he said. 
Next steps

Development 2000 next resolved an issue 
with a 100-year floodplain that regularly 
resulted in standing water on the property. 
Such an area is designated by FEMA as 
having a better than 1 percent chance of 
being flooded in any given year.

“Nobody was going to build anything on 
that property until that could be taken care 
of,” Reed said. 

Austin engineering firm, PBS&J, 
designed a drainage system that re-routed 
water under US 183, past CR 272 and into 
a detention pond. The design cleared the 
way for Gateway and re-routed water away 
from the northeast corner of US 183 and 
Crystal Falls Parkway, creating more viable 
property for future development.

Because of that, the city agreed to grant 
Development 2000 a conditional sales tax 
rebate. The developer will receive one-half 
cent for each dollar spent at Gateway for 
ten years with a maximum of $3 million.

“It was too large of an improvement to do 
without the rebate; it was necessary to get 
the confidence of the bankers,” Reed said. 
Zoning

Development 2000 was created as a 
Planned Unit Development. PUDs have 
become popular because they allow 

developers to put varied, compatible land 
uses on one site. The advantage for the city 
is the ability to raise site and architectural 
standards to ensure the development is 
compatible with surroundings.

For Gateway to be compatible with 
nearby residents, potential noise and traffic 
issues were addressed. Glass Drive, on 
the west side of the development, will not 
provide access to the stores. Sheila Drive to 
the north will be expanded to three lanes 
with a dedicated turn lane. Both roads will 
receive sidewalk upgrades said director of 
public works Wayne Watts.

To manage sound, stores were built with 
30 to 150 feet of buffer zone, which is above 
average, said David Hutton, senior planner. 
A wooden fence will also be constructed 
along the eastern border to help muffle 
sound.
The product

“It has been an enormous undertaking. 
We’ve never done anything this large with 
as many moving parts as this project had,” 
Reed said. 

When Lowe’s opens its doors in March, it 
will be the second time in a year Leander has 
welcomed a major retailer and employer, 
the first being H-E-B Plus! last spring. 
Gateway will generate approximately 220 
new jobs.

“That’s going to put more people in 
restaurants at lunch time and provide a 
demand for other businesses,” said Mary 
Bradshaw, Leander Chamber of Commerce 
president. “That is money that’s going to be 
churning within the City of Leander, so 
that’s wonderful for our tax base.”

CR 272/Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Glen Valley Ln.

Glass Dr.

Leander Dr.

CR 273

Union St.

Mockingbird Ln.

Horizon Park Blvd.

Fall Creek Dr.

Angelique Ct.

Before: Water often collected on the site of Gateway at Leander.

Rerouted water

Glass Dr.

Sheila Dr.

CR 272/Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Union St.

Glen Valley Ln.

Leander Dr.

Horizon Park Blvd.

Angelique Ct.

Fall Creek Dr.

CR 273

A 100-year flood plain is designated by FEMA as an area that has a one in one hundred 
chance of flooding in any given year. Gateway 2000’s Jerry Reed cited the floodplain on 
Crystal Falls Parkway as the reason the land had not been developed.

Gateway 
at Leander

Austin engineering firm PBS&J 
designed a drainage system that re-
routed water under US 183, past CR 272 
and into a detention pond. 

The $4.5 million solution 
involves drainage 
ditches along Glass 
Drive, culverts and piping 
running underneath 
US 183 and Crystal Falls 
Parkway and the expansion 
of the Horizon Park detention 
pond to handle the added 
capacity. 

The project also makes the 
northeast corner of US 183 and 
Crystal Falls Parkway a more viable 
location for development.

After

Gateway 
at Leander



FEBRUARY 200816 impAct nEws.com impAct nEws.com

Event Planning Guide

Bridal/quincinera
Blanca’s Mexican imports
305 US 183
Leander
528-8585

Lucy’s Fashion & Bridal
2403 US 183
Leander
259-4220 

Caterers
Café Serrano’s
11100 Pecan Park Blvd.
Cedar Park
258-3441
www.serranos.com

Catered affairs
Cedar Park
260-5201
www.cateredaffairs.net

Cedar Perk Coffee Co.
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd, Ste. 123 
Cedar Park
257-7088
www.cedarperk.com

Coffee Beanery
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive
Cedar Park
258-7199
www.coffeebeanery.com

Como’s
901 Crystal Falls Parkway 
Leander
260-8383
www.comosrestaurant.com

eudora’s Cuisine
Cedar Park
663-2924
www.eudoras.net

Firehouse Subs
1540 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar Park
335-3473
www.firehousesubs.com

Delaware Sub Shop
200 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. F2 
Cedar Park
257-7788
www.delawaresub.com

Great Wall express
1906 Bagdad Road
Leander
528-8892

Guadalajara Mexican Restaurant
1525 Cypress Creek Road 
Cedar Park
219-5244
www.guadalajaras.net

Hunan Chef Restaurant
251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 113 
Cedar Park
331-1069

it’s a Grind
700 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-2220
www.itsagrind.com

jardin Corona
600 S. Bell Blvd. Ste. 13a
Cedar Park
996-9343

jardin Del Rey
703 S US 183
528-0203
Leander

j & j Bar-B-Que and Catering
300 Whitestone Blvd. 
Cedar Park
918-0314

jungle juice Health Bar, Deli & Café
2423 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. A 
Cedar Park
219-1963

La Feria Restaurant
315 N. Bell Blvd. 
Cedar Park
275-0916
www.laferiaaustin.com

Mama Fu’s
11301 Lakeline Blvd. 
Ste. 300
Austin
637-6771
mamafus.com

o’Leander Cafe
105 W. Willis 
Leander
259-3388

Rudino’s Pizza & Grinders
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Ste. T150
Cedar Park
260-6636

Shake’s Frozen Custard
2031 Cypress Creek Road
Cedar Park
257-7941
www.shakesfrozencustard.com

Smokey Mo’s Bbq 
100 Whitestone Blvd. 
Cedar Park
528-0500
www.smokeymosbbq.com

Spicy Pickle
14005 N. US Hwy 183, Ste. 1000
Austin
249-1900
www.spicypickle.com

Taqueria La Tapatia
1101 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
260-0800

Texican Café
11066 Pecan Park Blvd.
Cedar Park
506-9900
www.texicancafe.com

Traxx Restaurant
601 Whitestone, Ste. 300 
Cedar Park
528-0018

Tropical Smoothie Café
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., Ste. B400
 388-9925
www.tropicalsmoothie.com

Tokai Restaurant japanese Hibachi 
& Sushi
601 Whitestone Blvd, Ste. 720 
Cedar Park
528-8282
www.tokaihibachi.com

Springhill Restaurant
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd. 
Cedar Park
996-9884

Super Suppers Cedar Park
2051 Cypress Creek, Ste. L
Cedar Park
535-2792
www.supersupperscedarpark.com

Sushi Caliente
202 Walton Way
294-4143

Waterloo ice House
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd. 
Austin
255-4873

DJ
GGC Productions
Cedar Park
219-5879
www.ggcproductions.net

Mobile Magic Music
336-8742
www.mobilemagicmusic.com

Event centers
avery Ranch Golf Club
10500 Avery Club Drive
Austin
248-8009
www.averyranch.com

Crystal Falls Golf Club
3400 Crystal Falls Parkway
Leander
259-5855
www.crystalfallsgolf.com

FountainGlenn event Center
2222 Downing Lane (FM 1431 and 
Parmer)
Leander
259-3233
www.fountainglenn.com

on Deck Circle batting cages
1200 Toro Grande Drive 
Cedar Park 
986-5726

State Farm - David Schara
12001 W. Parmer Lane 
Cedar Park
259-7700
www.davidschara.com
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Twin Creeks Country Club
3201 Twin Creeks Club Drive
Cedar Park
331-5900
www.twincreekscountryclub.com

Entertainers
Caricatures by kevin and Friends
Cedar Park
335-4224
www.fungraphix.com

Walden Magic Productions
Cedar Park
996-9019
www.Waldenmagic.com

Floral
a New Leaf Florist
106 W. Willis St., Unit C
Leander
259-7800

Bloomin’ across Texas
1511 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
528-1555
www.bloomsacrosstexas.com

Cedar Park Florist
600 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 14
Cedar Park
258-5577
www.cedarparkflorist.net

Down the aisle Florist
519 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
258-9090
www.downtheaisleflorist.com

just for you Floral
3200 Whitestone. Blvd., Ste. A-1
Cedar Park
267-9182

Lakeline Florist & Gifts
12218 N. RM 620, Ste.102
Austin
219-6020
www.lakelineflorist.com
 
Stems and icing
2100 Cypress Creek, Ste. 200
Cedar Park
331-1600
www.stemsandicing.com

Hotels
Best Western Cedar inn
425 Whitestone Blvd. 
Cedar Park
259-7300
www.bestwestern.com

Comfort inn
300 Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
259-1810
www.choicehotels.com

Holiday inn express Hotel & Ste. 
1605 Whitestone Blvd. 
Cedar Park
259-8200
www.hiexpress.com

Photographers
ed kelley Photography
Leander
986-5519
www.edkelleyphotography.com

Dianne Pursch Photography
Cedar Park 
260-9612

Lesley Freeman Photography
Cedar Park 
528-1422
www.lesleyfreeman.com

Mcever Studios
Leander
468-7775
www.mcever.com

o’Shaughnessy Photography
2405 US 183, Ste. 102
Leander
www.oshaughnessyphotography.com

Photography by Maggie
Leander
834-7860
www.photographybymaggie.com

Puryear Photography
Leander
260-8400
www.JackPuryear.com

Rentals
Bahama Mama’s Party Rentals
Cedar Park
797-2023

jump For Fun Moonwalks
Cedar Park
259-1974

Party-N-jump
Leander
267-5867
www.party-n-jump.com

Shari’s Party Rentals
947-0617
www.sharispartyrentals.com

Sock-Hop.Com
Cedar Park
219-7368
www.sock-hop.com

Zippity Zoom Rentals
560-8167
zippityzoom.com

Shuttle service
around Town Shuttle Service
825-6529
www.aroundtownshuttleservice.
com

executive Limousine 
Transportation Service 
Cedar Park 
250-0603
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512-836-7312

The Ronald W. Reagan Boulevard 
extension between FM 2243 and 
Hwy. 29 opened Jan. 30. This four-
lane divided roadway is 4.1 miles 
and was funded through the 2000 
bond project. 

Ronald Reagan is an extension of 
Parmer Lane, and plans call for it to 
reach IH 35 north of Georgetown. 
The segment of Ronald Reagan 
between Hwy. 29 and FM 3405 
opened last fall. The extension 
between FM 3405 and FM 2338 is 
scheduled to open this summer. 

The future collector road is a 
developer-funded project that will 
be built once the land is developed. 
The road will connect the existing 
FM 2243 with the anticipated 
realignment of FM 2243.

This 85-acre property has two 

Future land use

1

2

Transportation

3

FM 2243: 183a ToLL To RoNaLD W. ReaGaN BoULevaRD
community     corriDor Sponsored by Synterra Property Group & Austin Telco AUSTIN TELCO

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

jay engineering Co.
Established 1980
Civil engineering firm

Trim-Ron
Established 1997
Interior custom woodwork

Central Texas Secure Shredding
Established 2004
Secure document destruction, 
recycling

WS Walker
Established 1989
General contractor

Fab-Con Products, inc. 
Established 1969
Dealer for metal storage buildings 
and carports, manufacturer of wall 
panels for portable buildings

Scofield Construction Services, DBa:
• Cen-Tex Gunite
Established 1999
Foundation for swimming pools
• Cen-Tex Plaster
Established 1993
Swimming pool plaster and  
re-plaster
• Mobile-Crete
Established  2003
Ready-mix concrete

archadeck
Established 2000
Outdoor deck builder

development plan options, 
one as a business park and 
one as an industrial park. Both 
options include retail space on 
the frontage of FM 2243. While 
construction will not begin until 
the city water/wastewater lines 
reach the intersection of FM 2243 
and Ronald Reagan Boulevard, the 
developer hopes to begin phased 
construction of multiple 25,000 
to 50,000 sq. ft. of flex-space 
buildings later this year. 

The Davis Cemetery is the 
resting place for a group of 
30 homesteaders led by John 
Webster. While en route to a land 
grant in Burnet on August 27, 
1839, the party was attacked by 
Comanche Indians. Mrs. Webster 
and her two children were 
captured by the Comanche band. 
All others were killed and rest 
together in one grave. 

The cemetery land was originally 
set aside by the Davis family and 
has been used for decades by 
family members of the original 
settlers and close friends. 

Floyd Cantwell Used Cars & Parts
Established 1951
Used car and part sales

Along FM 2243, history meets 
present-day development within 
a small distance. While there is 
plenty of open land in the area, the 
corridor also includes a large pocket 
of industrial businesses. This month, 
we look at the developments that 
shape this area of Leander.

4

empire Fence
Established 1998
Residential and commercial fencing

Cabinets Deluxe by Dale
Established 1982
Custom residential cabinets and 
some commercial millwork

Hardwood Products
Established 1987
Manufacturer of hardwood molding

Sullivan Welding
Established 1997
Welding division for H.L. Chapman 
focusing on hard rock trenching

H. L. Chapman Pipeline 
Construction, inc.
Established 1974
Pipeline and utility trenching

Zipadeedoodah
Established 1988
Wholesale novelty oil-filled wands 
and key chains

Hammer Down auctions
Established 2006
Auction house

Lone Star Ready Mix
Established 2000
Ready-mix concrete

j.C. evans
Established 1955
Civil construction with emphasis in 
residential site development

FM 2243: Part two

History

Industrial business

Sunshine 
RV Park

Ridgmar
Landing

FM 2243

CR 269
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insiDe    information
TaxeS

The Internal Revenue Service offers tips 
for early tax preparation:
• Get the right forms — Forms are avail-
able at multiple locations and online at 
www.irs.gov.
• Take your time — Rushing through a 
return may cause errors, which can cause 
refund delays.
• Use e-filing — It’s quick, easy and even 
catches math errors. E-filing also provides 
delivery confirmation and speeds up 
refunds.
• Choose direct deposit — Taxpayers who 
choose direct deposit over a check receive 
refunds quicker.
• Ask for help — For complex returns, call 
a CPA or tax preparer. Having help could 
save time and money in the long run.

Source: www.irs.gov

Margin tax
On May 2, 2006, Texas State Legislature 

passed House Bill 3, which replaced the 
franchise tax with a margin tax. It affects 
nearly every legal entity doing business in 
Texas and is calculated as follows:

Tax margin = total revenue - the greater 
of: cost of goods sold or compensation

Dates to know
March 15 — Business returns due, last 

day to file an extension form
April 15 — Income tax returns due, last 

day to file an extension form
Sept. 15 — Business returns due for 

those who extended their deadline
Oct. 15 — Income tax return due for 

those who extended their deadline

Where to pick up tax forms
Cedar Park Public Library
550 Discovery Blvd.
259-5353

Leander Public Library 
1011 S. Bagdad Road
259-5259

U.S. Post Office — inside Cedar Perk
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Ste. 123
257-7088

U.S. Post Office  
500 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
260-7585

U.S. Post Office
801 S. US 183
Leander
259-1965

extension of time to file; moves due 
date back six months

•  W-4     Withholding allowance 
certificate; determines amount to be 
deducted from employee’s paycheck

C.W. Haynes III, CPA P.C.
1525 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. H 
250-5360
www.cwhaynescpa.com

Charles Schneider, CPA
1806 Lobelia Drive
346-8483

DB Consulting, Inc.
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 201
259-5241
www.123accountants.com

Debra Todd
1001 Cypress Creek Road
250-8344

Gary L. Annis, CPA
805 Mountain Ridge Drive
259-3737

H & R Block Services
651 N. US 183, Ste. 235
259-5317

H & R Block Services
202 Walton Way, Ste. 168
260-1094

H & R Block Services
11220 Lakeline Mall Drive  
(in Sears)
219-2400

Instant Tax Service
251 N. Bell Blvd. , Ste 108
356-9125

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
605 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 108
335-4411

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
303 S. US 183
260-8833

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
201 Walton Way 
(in Wal-Mart)
335-4411

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
13201 N. FM 620 
(in Wal-Mart)
249-5887

James R. kay, CPA
201 Industrial Blvd.
260-1919

Liberty Tax Services
111 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. C
535-1824
www.libertytax.com

Mark R.P. Watson, CPA
1108 Stillwell Ridge
219-9387
www.penawatson.com

Mary J. edwards, CPA
2805 Great Valley Drive
258-8649

Michael J. Bushkuhl, CPA 
P.C.
4300 CR 278
260-3362

Preston Singleton, CPA
930 S. Bell Blvd.
310-5600

Rebecca Cooper, CPA
7201 Marywood Circle
928-9828

Rebecca L. Fischer, CPA
661 Columbine Avenue
259-7831
www.cpaincedarpark.com

Tom Burt, CPA
19022 Venture Drive
267-6816

Whitney A. Walsh, CPA
109 N. Bell Blvd.
258-0668

Local tax preparers

Important forms
•  1040     Standard tax return form  

allows users to itemize deductions
•  1040EZ    The most simple tax form; 

can only be used by those under 65 

with no dependents and an income under 
$50,000

•  1040A    Can be used to report other 
types of income such as dividend interest

•  4868    Application for automatic 
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Historical    impact by karen r. thompson

Doctor charged $25 
to deliver a baby
In any type of weather, at any time of 

the day or night, Dr. Charles R. Miller 
would arrive in his Model T Ford to 
deliver a baby. Although his fee was only 
$25, the new parents often said “charge it.” 
Because many of the residents of Leander 
and western Williamson County were 
farmers, doctor’s bills were often unpaid 
until fall, when the crops came in.

Dr. Miller (1886-1967) arrived in Lean-
der in 1924 and spent 40 years attending 
to the health needs of the community. 

The doctor was a U.S. Army 1st Lieuten-
ant in World War I and afterward attended 
Tulane University School of Medicine in 
New Orleans. He married Pearl McQueen 
and soon moved to Leander, where he 
opened his office in the back of the drug-
store next to the bank. Dr. Miller filled 
his own prescriptions, charging $1 for a 
penicillin shot. 

The doctor and Pearl had four children, 
all of whom he delivered. Charles was 
born in 1921, Gertrude in 1923, Rose 
Marie in 1928 and Douglas in 1933.

The family belonged to the Leander 
Methodist Church. In the 1920s, 1930s 
and 1940s, the Methodist Church and the 
Leander Presbyterian Church were small 
and alternated Sunday services. One Sun-
day everyone would attend the Methodist 
Church and the next Sunday everyone 

would attend the Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Miller was also a member of the Masonic 
Lodge, and Pearl was an Eastern Star.

The railroad contracted Dr. Miller to 
provide medical care for workers staying 
in the section houses, for which the doctor 
received free railroad passes. 

Before Dr. Miller, Dr. William Robert 
Hazelwood (1870-1939) was the commu-
nity physician. By 1924, he had moved to 
Austin, where he was the staff physician at 
the Austin State School. He and his wife, 
Susan, along with their sons, Merton and 
Leonard, are buried in Bagdad Cemetery 
in Leander.

After Martha’s death, he moved to Cedar 
Park and named the area Buttercup after 
the flower.

For more information on Crumley’s life, 
visit the archives at www.impactnews.com 
and click on the October 2006 Leander/
Cedar Park paper.

“Doc” Benjamin T. Crumley often rode 
in a cart pulled by a donkey.

Dr. M. J. Jennings (1828-1905) owned this store. He is buried in Bagdad Cemetery.

Dr. Charles R. Miller was the Leander 
area physician for 40 years.

Another Leander man 
had a more unorthodox 
approach to medicine. 
“Doc” Benjamin T. Crum-
ley was born in Georgia 
July 22, 1822. There is no 
evidence that he attended 
medical school, but he treated people with 
herbs and a “mad stone.” 

The rock was said to have “drawing 
properties” that could cure rabies and 
snakebites.

Crumley married Martha Cosby (1837-
1873), with whom he had five children: 
Cicero, Mary, Sanford, Joseph and Smith. 
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early voting anywhere
Voters can vote at any early polling location. 
For Williamson County polling locations, visit 
www.williamson-county.org/elections.

For more information on Williamson County elections, visit www.wilco.org. 

Q: Can i vote in both the Republican and Democratic primaries?
a: No. In Texas, voters can participate in the primary election by voting Democrat or Republican, 
but cannot vote in both. Independent candidates are not included on the Texas primary ballot. 
Once a voter participates in the primary election, he or she is designated a member of the party 
for which he or she voted for the next two years and is ineligible to participate in the opposing 
parties’ primary elections.

Q: Will i vote at the same polling location for the March primary and the 
November election?
a: Not necessarily. The number of voters is typically lower for the primary election so the 
elections office consolidates precincts to vote at fewer polling locations.

Q: Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot? 
a: You may request a ballot by mail if you will be out of the county on Election Day and during 
early voting, if you are sick or disabled, or if you are 65 years old or older on Election Day.Qu
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voter registration
Voters must be registered 30 days before an election. 
To register in Williamson County, visit 
www.williamson-county.org or call 943-1630.

absentee ballots  Used when a voter is traveling, 
at work or physically unable to vote at the place 
where he or she is registered. The ballot must be 
marked and mailed before election day.

Caucus  Members of a political party gathered to 
nominate candidates and determine convention 
delegates. 

Primary election  Election held before the 
general election in which voters of each party 
nominate candidates for office, party officers, 

Source: PBS online elections glossary and  
www.dictionary.com

election glossary
etc. In the primaries, voters register with the 
Democratic or Republican Party. Once registered 
as a Democrat, a person can vote in the 
Democratic primary, but will not be allowed to 
vote in the Republican primary, and vice-versa. 

Straw poll  Unofficial poll taken to determine a 
group’s opinion on a candidate or issue.

Wedge issue  A political issue that divides voters.

Mark Silverstone 
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/425th/index.html

26th District 
Court judge

Billy Ray Stubblefield 
 (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/26th/index.html

395th District 
Court judge

Mike Jergins
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
courts/395th/index.html

425th District 
Court judge

Deborah Hunt 
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/tax

John Bradley  (incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/district_
attorney/DA_TAB 
943-1234

James R. Wilson
(incumbent) 
www.williamson-county.
org/Sheriff

26th District 
Court judge

395th District 
Court judge

425th District 
Court judge

Tax assessor-Collector

County attorney

Precinct 3 County Commissioner Precinct 1 Constable

Jaime M. Lynn
www.vote4lynn.com
826-8313

Jana Duty
(incumbent) 
www.janaduty.com
943-1111

Mike Grimes 
255-5888

Lisa Birkman
(incumbent) 
www.lisabirkman.com
733-5380

Steve Laukhuf
www.laukhuf4wilco.com
431-9436

Precinct 1 County Commissioner

Gregory Windham
864-7282

Valerie Covey 
(incumbent) 
www.valeriecovey.com
868-6741

Gary Griffin (incumbent) 
www.williamson-county.org/
constables
248-3239

Robert Chody 
www.robertchody.com
497-0771

District attorney County Sheriff

Dale Vannoy 
(incumbent) 
www.dalevannoy.com
260-4270

Bobby Gutierrez  
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.org/
constables
943-1434

Marty Ruble  
(incumbent) 
www.wilcogov.
org/constables
238-2181

Precinct 2 Constable Precinct 3 Constable Precinct 4 Constable
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State Representative District 52

Presidential candidates (as of press time)

U.S. Senator

Ray McMurrey
www.mcmurreyforussenate.com
(361) 442-9046

Richard Noriega
www.ricknoriega.com 
(713) 921-7425

Rhett Smith
www.rhettsmithforussenate.com

John Cornyn (incumbent) 
www.johncornyn.com 
494-8535

Larry Kilgore
 www.larrykilgore.com 
(817) 522-3951

Barack Obama
www.barackobama.com 
(866) 675-2008

John Edwards
www.johnedwards.com 
(919) 636-3131

Hillary Clinton 
www.hillaryclinton.com 
(703) 469-2008

Joe Biden 
www.joebiden.com 
(302) 574-2008

Christopher Dodd
www.chrisdodd.com
(202) 737- 3633

Mike Huckabee
www.mikehuckabee.com 
(501) 324-2008

Mitt Romney 
www.mittromney.com 
(857) 288-6400

Alan Keyes 
 www.alankeyes.com 
(800) 727-6142

Rudy Giuliani 
www.joinrudy2008.com 
(212) 835-9449

John McCain 
www.johnmccain.com 
(703) 418-2008

Ron Paul 
www.ronpaul2008.com 
(703) 248-9115

Mike Gravel
www.gravel2008.us
(703) 652-4698

Duncan Hunter
www.gohunter08.com 
(619) 463-3896

Hugh Cort 
www.hughcort2008.com 
(888) 386-8176

Diana Maldonado 
www.dianamaldonado.
com
573-3630

Vivian Sullivan 
www.vivsullivan.org

John Gordon 
www.johngordon52.
com
789-5073

Bryan Daniel 
www.bryandaniel.org
863-3663

Dee Hobbs 
www.deehobbs.com
383-5808

Gene Kelly

Leonard Surratt 
www.leonardsurratt.com
869-4589

Jim Dillon
www.jimdillon.org 
497-1427

Dan Gattis 
(incumbent) 
www.dangattis.org
868-5400

Railroad Commissioner

Art Hall 
www.arthallfortexas.com 
(210) 479-9018

Dale Henry
www.electdalehenry.com

Mark Thompson 
www.markfortexas.com

Michael Williams  
(incumbent) 
www.williamsfortexas.com
 482-0682

Supreme Court Chief Justice Supreme Court Justice, place 7

Baltasar Cruz
cruzforjudge.blogspot.com

Sam Houston 
www.samhoustonforjustice.com 
(713) 520-1464

Dale Wainwright 
(incumbent) 
www.supreme.courts.
state.tx.us/court/justice_
dwainwright.asp

Supreme Court Justice, place 8

Susan Criss
www.judgecriss.com 
(409) 771-4069

Linda Reyna Yanez
www.lindayanez.com

Phil Johnson 
www.justicephiljohnson.com 
391-1600

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, place 3

Susan Strawn 
susanstrawn@gmail.com 
(713) 253-9112

Tom Price 
(incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us

Third Court of Appeals Chief Justice, place 1

Woodie Jones
www.woodiejones.com 82-9302

Ken Law  
(incumbent) 
www.3rdcoa.courts.state.tx.us

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, place 4

J.R. Molina 
(817) 624-4700

Robert Francis 
 www.judgerobertfrancis.com/experience.html

Paul Womack 
(incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/court/justice_
pwomack.asp

Court of Criminal Appeals Judge, place 9

Cathy Cochran 
 (incumbent) 
www.cca.courts.state.tx.us/
court/justice_ccochran.asp

Primary election – March 4
voter registration ended Feb. 4
Early in-person voting: Feb. 19 – 29
Vote by mail: Jan. 4 – Feb. 26

Primary Runoff election – April 8 
voter registration deadline: March 10
Early in-person voting: March 31 – April 4
Vote by mail: Feb. 8 – April 1

Jim Jordan 
www.dallascourts.com

Wallace Jefferson 
(incumbent) 
wallacejefferson.com

U.S. Representative District 31

John Carter 
(incumbent) 
carter.house.gov
246-1600

Brian Ruiz 
www.ruizforcongress.com

Primary election
dates and deadlines

Runoff election
dates and deadlines

State Representative District 20

out of race

out of race

out of race

out of race

out of race

For more information on Williamson County elections, visit www.wilco.org. 

Republican Democrat

out of race
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A Leander woman has an unusual goal 
for 2008 — she wants to be a full-time 

fairy godmother by the end of the year.
Keri Byer’s nonprofit, Keri’s Fairy God-

mother Foundation, provides teenagers 
with gowns, shoes, jewelry and accessories 
for prom, homecoming, dances and spe-
cial occasions. With a school ID card, girls 
can borrow outfits for every event free of 
charge. 

Though school-age girls are Byer’s target 
group, the foundation can also lend wed-
ding gowns and accessories for $25. The 
whole operation is run from the Princess 
Palace, a building behind Byer’s home that 
formerly housed her craft projects. 

An accountant by day and a fairy god-
mother during the evenings and on week-
ends, Byer said the work is exhausting.

“It wears you out, especially during prom 
season,” she said. “We’ll have a big prom fair 
where we invite a bunch of girls, but there 
are always stragglers and ones who didn’t 
know about it. I help two to three girls a 
night and then more on the weekends.”

This year, she is concentrating on find-
ing a larger, permanent place for the pal-
ace somewhere in Austin. Then she plans 
to quit accounting work and spend all her 
time granting wishes.

The foundation began by accident in 
2006 when a co-worker told her about a girl 
who could not afford a prom outfit. Byer 
posted announcements about the need on 
freecycle.org and craigslist.com. The re-

THe FaiRy GoDMoTHeR FoUNDaTioN
non-profit     profile by kara vaught

In addition to loaning 
gowns and accessories, 
The Fairy Godmother 
Foundation conducts 
Princess for a Day photo 
shoots several times a year. 
Selected girls are invited 
to the Princess Palace, as-
signed a personal shopper 

PRiNCeSS FoR a Day and get to choose two 
different outfits in which 
to have their photo taken. 
Volunteers do hair and 
makeup for the girls, while 
others pamper the girls’ 
mothers with mini-spa 
treatments. Each girl’s 
favorite picture is printed 
and framed.

Keri Byer stands in her Princess Palace.

sponse, she said, was overwhelming.
“I spent the next two weeks driving 

around Austin picking everything up be-
cause I didn’t know what her size was or 
what her tastes were,” Byer said. “I put it all 
together in a bedroom upstairs, and when 
she came, there were 25 gowns and several 
pairs of shoes to pick from.”

But the offers of gowns, shoes and ac-
cessories didn’t stop, and word spread that 
someone was helping girls who needed 
special-occasion dresses.

“Before we knew it, we had more than 
100 gowns,” Byer said. 

With the help of her husband and son, 
Byer cleaned out her craft building and be-
gan raising funds so she could establish a 
non-profit organization.

“It is very expensive — there is nothing 
cheap about being a nonprofit,” she said. 

Byer said she has great luck with volun-
teers and donors — including one celebrity. 
Last year, Sharon Stone’s nonprofit threw a 
prom for girls who couldn’t attend their 
own, and designers donated gowns.

“They had a bunch of leftover stuff, and 
they contacted me and asked if I would be 
insulted if they sent all of the leftovers. I 
said, ‘Oh my gosh, I love leftovers!’”

Locals have also pitched in with dona-
tions and offers of free hair and makeup 
sessions.

“We don’t buy a lot — most things, even 
down to our office supplies, get donated,” 
Byer said.

The Fairy Godmother Foundation
501 Tyrone Drive • Leander

www.austinfairygodmother.org
507-6364

n

Crystal Falls   P
kwy.

West Dr.

Tyrone Dr.

The Fairy Godmother Foundation
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eDucation     focus by mark collins

This fall, the Leander Independent School District 
will welcome a new member to its growing family 
of schools. Rouse High School, the fourth in LISD, 
will open to roughly 400 students for the 2008-09 
school year.

The teaching staff at RHS will be composed of both LISD 
employees and teachers from outside of the district. As with 
other LISD high schools, the teacher-to-student ratio will be 
close to 27:1. Staffing will continue throughout the spring. 
Current staff:
Nancy Scott, principal
Diane Daycock, secretary
Ann Blumrich, counselor
Scott Robertson, technology facilitator
Josh Mann, athletic director

Mascot — Raider

Colors — Maroon, gold and black

First day of school — Aug. 25

Capacity — 2,400 students

WeLCoMe To RoUSe HiGH SCHooL

A concept rendering of Rouse High School A science lab near completion

Quick facts:

Roadway update:
With Rouse High School’s opening in August and the Gateway at Leander develop-
ment slated to open in March, the design process is underway to widen Crystal Falls 
Parkway. The road will expand to five lanes from US 183 to Horizon Park Boulevard 
and will be four divided lanes from Horizon Park Boulevard to Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard. The City of Leander recently received a $2.16 million Texas Department 
of Transportation grant to help cover the cost of improvements. Major construction 
will begin January 2009 with an expected completion date of December 2009. Two 
new stoplights will be installed to help manage traffic; one at CR 271 and Crystal Falls 
Parkway and another at Crystal Falls Parkway and Ronald Reagan Boulevard.

Staff: What’s in a name:
RHS is named after Charley Rouse, principal 
of Leander High School from 1981-1997. 
Under his leadership, LHS was one of the first 
schools to grant college credit for courses 
taken in high school and initiate the Inter-
national Baccalaureate program. For more 
information about Rouse, visit the archives 
at www.impactnews.com and click on the 
August 2006 Leander/Cedar Park paper.

When RHS opens to students in August, it will only 
be filled to a quarter of its capacity. The inaugural 
class will be composed entirely of freshman, an 
arrangement that allows students at Vista Ridge 
and Leander high schools to graduate from those 
schools. LISD had a similar policy with the openings 
of Vista Ridge and Cedar Park high schools. Students 
will not be allowed to transfer out of RHS unless they 
have a sibling at another school or wish to take part 
in the International Baccalaureate program at LHS.  

Students:

Construction continues outside the school

In November, RHS principal Nancy Scott met with 
eighth grade representatives from the three RHS 
feeder schools to discuss the new mascot. The team 
developed criteria for the new mascot and came up 
with four options. When eighth graders zoned for RHS 
voted, the Rouse Raiders were born. According to 
Scott, the Raider will be fashioned after the Spanish 
conquistadors, similar to the Texas Tech mascot. A 
student competition will be held to decide on the 
design.

Mascot origins:Q & A:  Principal Nancy Scott

For RHS principal Nancy Scott, opening a new high school is noth-
ing out of the ordinary. She was the lead counselor for Cedar 

Park High School when it opened in 1998 and held the same posi-
tion at Vista Ridge High School when it opened in 2003. Scott began 
with LISD in 1982 as an English teacher at LHS and said she enjoyed 
being involved with the school district’s growth.

Q: What are you looking forward to most in your new position?
a: Establishing with the students and the faculty the culture, traditions, vision and 
the heart of the school. I’m a firm believer in that we need to capture a kid’s heart 
before we can capture his mind — trying to meet each student’s needs wherever 
they are — to fill the gap between where they are and where they need to be. I’m 
very service oriented; I want us to be a school that is known for community service 
and a school that honors students who complete community service hours and give 
back to their community. 

Q: What do you foresee as the biggest challenge Rouse will face?
a: The first year is almost like a honeymoon. It’s this wonderful feeling. You learn all 
the student’s names, you recognize them and you shake their hands. It’s a very small 
school atmosphere. The challenge is holding onto that in the years to come. It has to 
be the faculty members that are the ambassadors for your culture. The graduating 
class of 2012 has to be the ones that brings the culture along for each new class as 
they come into the school.

Q: Do you have goals for the first year of Rouse High School?
a: I want us to excel in academics. I want us to develop a college-going culture. I want 
us to do well extracurricularly — and that doesn’t necessarily mean wins and losses. 
That means in improvement and in the discipline and quality of efforts that students 
are making.

Q: What does it mean to you to be a Rouse Raider?
a: It means that I’m going to have a heart to serve. When you look at the Spanish 
conquistador that the Raider concept comes from, it’s the pursuit of righting wrongs. 
It’s looking out for everyone in our Raider family.

Crystal Falls Pkwy.
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Rouse High School
1501 CR 271 • 435-8200
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Taylor Meat Company
Taylor The jerky at Taylor Meat Com-
pany is the best in the state, according to 
Texas Co-op Power Magazine. The company 
has made the jerky since its opening in 
1947, but wasn’t recognized until Septem-
ber 2007. 

Taylor Meat was founded by the Zim-
merhanzel brothers, and the company is 
now run by Ron Ivey in partnership with 
his mother.

The market produces at least 30 dif-
ferent types of sausage and ground beef 
and operates a full-line meat counter with 
steaks, roasts, pork chops, luncheon meats, 
cheeses and award-winning jerky.

“One of our hallmark items is the Tip 
Top Red Wiener. When kids come, they get 
a free wiener,” he said. 

Ivey knew he wanted to be in business 
for himself. After working as a commercial 
lender, he found the chance to do so and 
purchased the business in 2000, he said.

“It presented itself as a good opportuni-
ty,” Ivey said. “I was looking to run my own 
business, and this was a well-established, 
good-running business.”

After taking over the business, Ivey ac-
quired a second plant location to produce 

fully cooked meat items, he said. The other 
location does not have a retail outlet, but 
cooks ribs and brisket.

At one time, the company had a kill 
floor and slaughtered cattle and small farm 
animals. Now the floor is only used oc-
casionally.

The company distributes meat to area 
H-E-Bs, Brookshire Brothers and markets 
in Austin and restaurants in Taylor and 
Hutto.

Hours are 
Monday - Fri-
day 6 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and 
Saturday 7 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

95
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Taylor 
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Pflugerville For nearly 
three days, Suddenlink 
Communications cable TV 
customers in Pflugerville, 
Georgetown and Leander 
trying to watch their lo-
cal NBC station, KXAN, 
saw a blue screen with a 
statement from their cable 
company saying it failed 
to reach a contract agree-
ment with LIN TV, KXAN’s 
parent company, by the end 
of the year. Suddenlink was 
required by LIN TV to drop 
the feed for KXAN Jan. 1.

By late Jan. 3, NBC was 
available again on channel 
four — but not via Austin 
affiliate KXAN. Suddenlink 
announced that afternoon 
it signed a long-term 
contract with Temple NBC 
affiliate KCEN. Suddenlink 
said it was hearing from 
customers that they wanted 
to see their regular TV 
shows on NBC, and KCEN 
was an immediate solution.

When asked if KXAN 
will be back on the air 
through its cable services, 
Suddenlink said LIN TV 
has declined all proposals.

“We are delighted to 
speak with LIN TV but 
that’s up to them,” said Sud-
denlink Communications 
Vice President of Commu-
nity Relations Pete Abel.

Negotiation stalled between Suddenlink and KXAN owner

Federal law will require 
by Feb. 17, 2009 all 
full-power television 
broadcast stations 
broadcast in digital 
format only.
viewers with cable/
satellite 
Viewers should contact 
the cable/satellite 
provider for details. It 
is not expected to have 
much effect.
viewers with no cable/
satellite
The type of TV a viewer 
uses is important. 
Purchase a built-in 
digital tuner or a 
digital-ready monitor 
with a separate digital 
tuner set-top box, along 
with a regular antenna 
for the roof or TV.
If a viewer owns an 
analog TV, purchase a 
digital-to-analog set-
top converter box to 
attach to the TV.

Digital transition
The end of analog TV

kCeN Coverage

KXAN President and 
General Manager Eric 
Lassberg said they are very 
disappointed that Sudden-
link chose to go with an 
NBC affiliate that delivers 
Waco news to Austin-area 
residents.

Suddenlink and KXAN 
have both said that the 
negotiation process is cur-
rently stalled, but indicate 
they are open to continue 
the discussion. However, 

it is not clear what it will 
take for this to happen. 

More information is 
available on KXAN’s Web 
site, www.kxan.com. 

Suddenlink is also 
providing updates on its 
contract negotiations with 
LIN TV via a blog at www.
suddenlink.wordpress.
com. 

KCEN is the NBC affili-
ate for Waco, Killeen and 
Temple. 
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Light rail

a tale of two rails:  Commuter vs. light rail

Commuter railThe words commuter rail, 
light rail and MetroRail 
have become nearly 
interchangeable in Central 
Texas, but about the only 
thing they have in com-
mon is that they all have 
the word “rail” in their 
names. Although they run 
on different lines, Austin’s 
MetroRail and the pro-
posed Austin/San Antonio 
Commuter rail are almost 
alike in technology. How-
ever, a light rail is entirely 
different from commuter 
and MetroRail both in tech-
nology and in the reasons 
for its use. These factors 
affect cost and usability in 
a rail and are a major con-
sideration by politicians 
and transportation experts 
when authoring bonds or 
asking for finance.

Rails
These trains are able to run on regular train tracks, so new railway routes can be made or they 
can just run on tracks that already exist. This was a major factor in the passing of Austin’s Metro 
Rail, because not laying new track kept the price down.

Power
Like a train, these cars have their own power source, usually a diesel-electric engine.

Speed
Maximum operating speed is 79 to 90 mph. 

Platforms
Platforms are 3 to 5 miles apart. The goal of commuter rail is to get commuters across town 
where circulator service will get them to their final destination.

Rails
Light rail also runs on rails, but rails that are embedded in the street rather than traditional 
railroad rails. The rails sink several feet into the street, which means that buried utilities often 
have to be moved when rail is laid down, making light rail more expensive.

Power
Light rail uses an overhead catenary wire. These wires are installed at the same time as the track.

Speed
Maximum operating speeds of light rail are much slower than commuter rail, only 55 to 65 mph. 
They run slower because they are at street level alongside cars.

Platforms
Platforms are usually ½ mile to 2 miles apart. The light rail works similar to a bus, serving an 
urban area. Platforms are usually at street level.

Hutto Performing has always been a passion for 
Kirstin Gaul, and every day at 4 p.m., she gets to dance in 
front of her students and teach them to enjoy it as much 
as she does.

Gaul opened Dance-N-Groove in 2005. The dance stu-
dio now has 40 students starting at age 3 who participate 
in 10 classes that include ballet, jazz, hip hop and musical 
theater.

“I always loved to perform and teach,” Gaul said. “I 
performed at local events and was with a local perform-
ing troupe when I was little. We did dancing, acting and 
singing.”

Gaul said her mother always told her she began danc-
ing before she could walk. In fourth grade, her family 
moved to Hutto. 

She had some dance experience as a child, but did not 
begin serious dance training until her freshman year of 
high school.

After graduating from Hutto High School, Gaul spent 
a year at Weatherford College and performed with the 
Seventh Command Performance Company. She later 
graduated from Temple College.

“I was in the performance company [in Weatherford], 
and we studied all styles of dance. I also took classes from 
a local on-stage dance studio,” she said.

Gaul’s favorite styles of dance are jazz and musical 
theater because of the high energy, she said. Her students 
tend to favor those styles as well, but she stresses the 
importance of ballet for any dancer.

“Ballet is very important because it is the basic of all 
dance,” Gaul said. 
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Dance-N-Groove

Pflugerville Charles Leake was 18 years old when 
his parents decided he needed to get rid of all his comic 
books. Knowing the collection was worth money, Leake 
traveled to army bases around Europe where he was 
raised, selling comics at collectibles shows on weekends. 
He has dealt comic books off and on ever since.

Now, 20 years later, Leake is married with a five-year-
old daughter. He and his wife Amira own Ninja Pirate, a 
comic book and game store.

“We’re trying to give teens a 
place to go in Pflugerville because 
there really isn’t one,” Amira said. 
“We also want to create new gam-
ers because if you don’t create new 
ones, the hobby will die.”

       

Owners Charles and Amira Leake with daughter Jasmineha

12th St.

W
.  Pecan St.Ninja Pirate

BUSINeSS PROFILe

Ninja Pirate

Northwest austin Simon Property Group, which 
owns nine shopping centers in Austin, including Gateway 
Shopping Center, the Shops at Arbor Walk, Arboretum at 
Great Hills and Barton Creek Square Mall, is developing 
a retail development similar to the existing Domain just 
south of Phase I, with more mixed-use buildings and en-

The Domain Phase II:
more than shopping
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Coming additions to the North Burnet/Gateway tertainment added to the mix. Phase II, expected to open 
in 2009, will include an additional 300,000 sq. ft. of retail 
and restaurants, 75,000 sq. ft. of Class A office space and 
additional residential units.

Entertainment will include a Village Road Show Gold 
Class Cinema complex with eight auditoriums. Additional 
shopping will be added with a 200,000 sq. ft. three-level 
Dillard’s and a 75,000 sq. ft. two-level Dick’s Sporting 
Goods.

Simon plans on building another 350 housing units in 
The Domain Phase II, the same high-end luxury apart-
ments that are available at The Domain now.

Lincoln Property has leased 85 percent of the 390 apart-
ments available in The Domain, and by summer, 40 more 
units will be available. 

Residential Property Manager Karmin Lynch said the 
benefits of living in the Residences at The Domain are 
the close restaurants, shopping, hotels and entertainment 
coming in Phase II. 

Austin-based Endeavor Real Estate Group’s 178-acre 
Phase II project will be an extension of Phase I, working 
around some existing buildings, such as the Texas Culinary 
Academy and an existing office building, while adding en-
tertainment, local business and recreation.

Endeavor broke ground on Phase II with a five-story of-
fice building to the east of The Domain in December and 
in March will begin work on a 10-acre park expected to be 
finished by year’s end. The park will include an approxi-
mately 1/3-acre lake and a hike-and-bike trail that will be 
part of a larger system that will run throughout The Do-
main.

Three hotels are also planned for Phase II. 
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Bret Champion

education: Bachelor’s in English literature, 
University of Houston; master’s in education, Texas 
State University; doctorate of education, University 
of Texas
Family: Wife, Marcee, is an adjunct professor at 
Austin Community College. Sons, Alan, 11, and 
Nicholas, 10, attend LISD schools.
Contact information: 434-5162

LeaNDeR iNDePeNDeNT SCHooL DiSTRiCT SUPeRiNTeNDeNT
community    profile

Q. What new things will you bring to the role of 
superintendent?
A. In the first few months, I’ll be bringing a lot of 
listening and learning. I’ve got four primary goals for 
the first six months. The first is to work closely with 
the board of trustees to ensure that our vision is a 
shared one that is going to take the district to the next 
level over the next several years. The second goal is 
to continue to build public trust, commitment and 
confidence in the district through open and honest 
communication. The third big goal is to evaluate our 
organizational effectiveness to ensure that the focus 
on everything we do is on student learning. And the 
last goal is really critical. It’s to continue the culture that 
we’ve developed here over the years. It’s a culture of 
students first, a culture of trust, a culture of continuous 
improvement. 

My goal is not to take this district and totally turn it 
upside down and shake it up. My goal is to listen and 
learn and see where we need to improve and bring 
leadership to those areas and continue to take us 
forward to build on our strengths and improving where 
we need to improve.

Q. Tom Glenn was superintendent for 20 years. Is it hard 
to replace somebody like that?

A. Absolutely. Not just longevity. Even if Tom had only 
been here for six weeks, it would be difficult to follow 
him. He is a phenomenal leader. He listens well. One of 
his words of advice to me was ‘remember to go slow to 
go fast.’  Those are huge shoes to fill, and they are in fact 
unfillable. 

Q. When did you consider becoming a superintendent?

A. When I was a principal. I took a look around and 
realized that my passion is for educating kids. I think 
that the public schools have such an important role to 
play in society. 

Q. How does being a product of LISD benefit you in your 
new position?

A. It means that I know there are fantastic folks 

throughout this place. Any place you slice in this 
school district you’re going to run into people who are 
dedicated to improving things for kids. That includes 
our teaching staff for sure, our principals, our parents.

Q. What do you think is the district’s biggest challenge?

A. Rapid growth has an impact on everything that we 
do. One of the challenges is trying to maintain culture 
while we’re hiring hundreds of teachers, and while we’re 
bringing in 10 percent new students every year. Just 
keeping ahead of that growth and having systems and 
processes in place to make sure we are working well 
with the growth while trying to improve. 

The second thing I feel we need to focus on is 
continuing to focus on the achievement gap. We 
expect that kids are going to take advantage of the 
International Baccalaureate program or the Advanced 
Placement program, or get college credit through some 
of the arrangements we have with trade schools. 

Q. How do you propose to improve student performance?

A. The first thing I plan on doing is being out there and 
listening and learning, looking at the data, ensuring that 
the board and I have a clear focus on the areas we need 
to improve. The data will show some areas we clearly 
need to improve. Then, I want to take a look at things 
that are out there and work well. We are not the only 
district that is educating kids. 

Q.  Is there an area in the district that could use some 
work and how do you plan on rectifying that?

A. The district has looked at the area of science and 
has taken some great steps in improving our science 
curriculum. 

We need to take a look at our English language learners 
and ensure that the programs we’re offering for those 
kids who are coming to us not speaking English are 
doing everything that they can. 

Q. Leander has not achieved Recognized status since 
2004. What will it take to get that designation back?

A. I think that the methodologies that we have in place 
that are continuing to look at our curriculum, that are 
continuing to look at the way we are assessing kids, that 
continue to look at narrowing the achievement gap — 
those are the types of things that we need to continue 
to focus on. 

It’s important to remember that the Recognized status 
is one measure of things. There are a whole lot of other 
things that we need to pay attention to as well. We’re 
not discounting the rating that the state has, but we 
absolutely need to ensure that we’re focusing on the 

whole child. We need to ensure that we have a college-
going culture that pushes kids as far as they can go. 
With those types of things, the test scores will come.

Q. Given what you know now as an adult, what advice do 
you have for students?

A. Explore everything. I haven’t stopped learning. 
I finished my doctorate but there are still things that 
fascinate me that I continue to learn about and read 
about. Second, explore things that you may not think 
are all that interesting, but check it out anyway. I ended 
up being an English major, and it wasn’t because I 
went into college thinking I wanted to study that, 
but I happened to. There was a spot available in an 
introduction to poetry class, I thought, ‘I’ll give it a shot,’ 
and I loved it. I found an area that I didn’t know I was 
going to love that much. 

Q. What have you been reading?

A. I’m reading a book right now by Michael Fullen 
called Breakthrough. It talks about how you go about 
personalizing instruction for kids and providing the best 
learning for adults. I’m also reading Firms of Endearment, 
which talks about how companies that have a clear 
purpose and a passion for doing the right thing are 
actually very profitable. It’s a great read and really forms 
some of the core things that I believe about LISD. 
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Superintendent Bret Champion officially took over for 
Tom Glenn Feb. 1, and immediately kicked off a tour 

of the district’s 30 campuses, beginning with Faubion 
Elementary School. Almost 14 years ago, Champion 
was at the school as a teacher, and he credits his LISD 
experience with planting in him the seeds of desire to 
serve students. He inherits a school district that recently 
helped Williamson County place ninth on Forbes list of 
best school districts for the buck, and said he plans to see 
that LISD continues the tradition of high achievement. 



FEBRUARY 200834 impAct nEws.com


