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Cedar Park water rates go up by 
usage to promote conservation
by Kara Vaught

p l a n n i n g  u p d a t e
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Peter Coomaraswamy began his busi-
ness in 1996 in his Austin living room 
with $2,000 of his own money, a knowl-
edge of the publishing industry and good 
relationships with people in it through his 
former job.

As more big box retailers and branches 
of national companies move into the area, 
some residents have questioned if small 
businesses can compete.

In Coomaraswamy’s case, the answer 
was yes. Despite pressure from Amazon.
com and BarnesandNoble.com, today he is 
the CEO of multi-million dollar Complete 
Book & Media Supply, Inc. in Cedar Park, 
the world’s largest non-publisher supplier 
of books, publications, videos and audio 
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by Kara Vaught
Leander assesses city 
comprehensive plan 

Story HigHligHtS
• Customers using less than 
2,000 gallons per month will 
see no increase

• average bill to rise by $6.02

Three-tiered water 
rate structure

2,001-
10,000

10,001-
15,000

> 15,000

$5.00
$4.50
$4.00
$3.50
$3.00
$2.50
$2.00
$1.50
$1.00
$0.50
$0.00

$3.21

$3.85

$4.62

Cost per 1,000 gallons

Sources of business assistance

A committee of Leander residents is 
writing an update to the city’s compre-
hensive plan, which it intends to pres-
ent to the city council early in 2008.

“The city did a full-blown compre-
hensive plan in 2002 where they hired a 
firm [to do it], but much of it was never 
adopted because the city at the time 
couldn’t agree on much of anything,” 
said Pix Howell, urban design officer.

The state requires cities to update 
comprehensive plans every five years. 
This time, Leander city officials decided 
to let citizens take the reins.

“In order to take some of the politics 
out of it, I proposed we have the plan-
ning and zoning commission appoint 
the members of the update committee,” 
Howell said. “Council was amenable, so 
we sent out applications in the water/
wastewater billings and advertised, and 
we got 30 to 40 applications.”

The committee is composed of 15 rep-
resentatives from the city’s four quad-
rants and alternates who meet monthly 
and attend workshops.

“I think [they] are pretty represen-
tative of the different socio-economic 
sectors of Leander,” Howell said. “It 
ends up being some pretty lively con-
versation.”

The presentation the committee will 
make to the city council will include a 
vision addressing topics such as history, 
existing and future population trends, 
balancing economic development and 
quality of life, green space, diversity, 
sustainability and accessibility. 

“We will have recommendations on 
everything from utilities to land use,” 
Howell said. “But [the comprehensive 
plan] is only a guide; it doesn’t set rules. 
If it’s adopted, the planning and zon-
ing commission and council will take it 
as an opinion of a cross section of the 
community.”

Meetings of the comprehensive plan 
update committee are posted at www.
ci.leander.tx.us and are open to the 
public.

Water rates for those serviced 
by the City of Cedar Park will be 
calculated based on usage begin-
ning in January.

Sam Roberts, assistant city 
manager, described the system as 
a three-tiered rate structure de-
signed to promote conservation.

“The rate you pay for water is a 
function of how much you use,” 
he said. “The goal is not only to 
encourage people to use less wa-
ter, but it is also to reduce the 
peak amount of water that they 
use. This allows your infrastruc-
ture to last longer before it needs 
to be expanded because water 
treatment plants are planned for 
your peak day.” 

The city, in partnership with 
Leander and Round Rock, is 
building a $330 million regional 
water system including a deep-

water intake in Lake Travis, treat-
ment plant and the accompanying 
raw and treated water pipelines. 
The increase in water rates will 
help pay for Cedar Park’s por-
tion of the cost. In July, regional 
water system partner city Leander 
raised its water rates by six per-
cent to $3.82 per 1,000 gallons for 
both residential and commercial 
customers.

The increases in Cedar Park are 
intended to generate roughly $90 
million dollars over the next six 
years to pay for new and expand-
ed facilities, Roberts said.

In a presentation to the city 
council, he and Kenneth Wheeler, 
assistant utility director, recom-
mended phasing in the rate in-
crease over three years, but the 
council approved only one in-
crease. Another will be needed in 
two years, Roberts said.

Customers who use less than 
2,000 gallons a month will see no 
increase in their water bills. Those 

Austin Community College
(for continuing education for 
employers and employees)
• Cypress Creek Campus
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Cedar Park
www.austincc.edu/cyp
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3301 S. Bagdad Road 
Leander 
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Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce
260-7800
1490 E. Whitestone Blvd., Bldg. 2, 
Ste. 180
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www.cedarparkchamber.org

Internal Revenue Service  
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(202) 205-6533
www.sba.gov/advo/
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How to get a Community Impact Newspaper
Community Impact Newspaper is published 13 times a year and 
mailed to more than 207,000 households and businesses in the 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Taylor and Austin areas.

In a world of free Internet news and decreasing newspaper 
circulation, the Community Impact staff believes readers still want 
the printed story. Each month, all residents in each of our markets 
through direct mail receive a free copy of quality content specifically 
covering the news and information that will affect them.

Publication Dates
Round Rock and Pflugerville: 
First Friday of each month
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor: 
Second Friday of each month
Cedar Park and Leander: 
Third Friday of each month
Northwest Austin: 
Fourth Friday of each month

Subscriptions in our other markets are available

$39
$71.50
$87.75
$104

$3
$2.75
$2.25
$2
$3.50

One market
Two markets
Three markets
Four markets
Back issue

One year 
(13 issues)

Per 
issue

Subscription 
Rates

For more information, call 989-6808.

Laura Wickett 
General Manager
lwickett@
impactnews.com

Kara Vaught 
Assistant Editor
kvaught@
impactnews.com

Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the first Friday of 
the month.

First area batting cages to open in January
On Deck Circle will open in 

January at 1200 Toro Grande Drive, 
next to Nitro Swim Center and the 
SoccerZone. The 8,500 sq. ft., air-
conditioned, indoor facility offers 
10 machines that pitch at various 
speeds, including slowpitch and 
fastpitch softball. Used bats and 
helmets will be available to rent.

Beginning Jan. 1, Red River Waste Solutions will provide 
residential solid waste collection and recycling services to residents 
in Cedar Park.

Red River is based out of Louisiana and has 25 years experience. 
The refuse company will begin delivering new dark green refuse 
carts and recycling bins Dec. 8. A brochure detailing recycling and 
collection guidelines will be delivered with the new cart. 

The new containers should be used on the resident’s first 
collection day in January. Current trash collector IESI will not 
remove trash left in the dark green containers, and will remove IESI 
containers from residences after the last collection day in December.

There will be no trash collection service on Christmas or New 
Years Day, resulting in a sliding collecting schedule both weeks, 
meaning collection days will be moved ahead one day.

New waste services provider in Cedar Park
Laura Wickett

As I sat down to write this 
note, I was surrounded by the 
sights of the holidays with a Cen-
tral Texas setting — spring-like 
weather and the sounds of the ice 
cream man stirring up business 
in my neighborhood. I love this 
time of year and the memories 
that come with it. 

After attending the Leader-
ship Cedar Park session which 
introduced us to the non-profit 
organizations working in and 
for Cedar Park and Leander, I 
am more aware of how much the 
community can do to help its 
less fortunate members. These 
organizations are always in need 
of donations of time and energy 
along with resources to provide 
to those in need. 

This month, we also welcome 
a large care-giving organization 
to the area: Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center. While most 
people hope they never find 
themselves in a hospital, Cedar 
Park Regional has made an extra 
effort to prepare for patient com-

fort. With all the growth we are 
experiencing, it is exciting to see 
a hospital — one of the hall-
marks of an established com-
munity — in the heart of Cedar 
Park's developing area. 

As our quality of life is af-
fected with the opening of a 
hospital, new roads and new re-
tail developments, the decisions 
made by our representatives in 
Washington D.C. also have a lo-
cal impact. However, we realize 
that many citizens have no idea 
of what their representatives do 
in Washington. Our publisher, 
editor and Round Rock/Pfluger-
ville assistant editor traveled to 
Washington D.C. this fall to tell 
the story of a day in the life of a 
congressman. 

On a final note, the holidays 
are a great time to support local 
business. 

We at Community Impact 
are thankful for you, our read-
ers, and the support you have 
shown. We wish you a happy 
holiday season!
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EmploymEnt opportunity
Community Impact is looking for a full-time graphic designer.  Candidates should 

have two or more years of design experience, be self motivated, know Adobe CS2 or 
CS3 suites and have some background in page design.

For more information, visit www.impactnews.com/jobs or e-mail tknight@
impactnews.com.
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by Mark Collins

CeDAR PARk BUSIneSS - COLLeCtibLe CAbOOse

Trains, candles, ornaments and more in collectible store

Collectible Caboose owners Craig and Elizabeth Berry

Collectible Caboose
601 E. Whitestone Blvd.

259-9494 • www.collectiblecaboose.com

Closer
    Look 

Like a classic movie scene, a little boy runs into Col-
lectible Caboose and pours over the model trains before 
pulling on store owner Craig Berry’s pant leg to ask him 
to turn on the overhead train.

“What better place for this store than in the Railyard, 
with the train tracks and the place where they have the big 
train?” Craig said.

Craig and Elizabeth Berry opened Collectible Caboose 
five years ago, but have been collectors for far longer. 
Craig got his first train when he was 6 years old, and the 
couple began collecting Department 56 brand villages 
when they married almost 20 years ago.

“This had been an idea in the back of our minds for 
10 or 12 years,” Craig said. “I wanted to own a store that 
featured Department 56 villages and trains. Really, every-
thing else has just grown from that.”

Half the store is packed with train merchandise from 
Thomas the Tank Engine to hundreds of model trains 
available on multiple scales. 

Collectible Caboose also carries an extensive variety 
of display villages, earning a Gold Key dealer distinction 

from Department 56. Retailers with this title are required 
to have a large inventory from the company.

Other items in the store include Tyler Candles, Lampe 
Berger fragrance lamps, stuffed animals, Webkinz, orna-
ments, licensed college merchandise and various other 
collectibles, including the largest local selection of Willow 
Tree angels and Christopher Radko ornaments, Craig 
said.

“The biggest compliment people can pay us is that 
when they walk through the door, they say, ‘wow.’ And we 
get that all the time,” Craig said.

Collectible Caboose is so full that space for trains and 
hanging items on the ceiling is getting sparse.

“People come in and tell us that we need more room, 
and we say, ‘yes, we know!’” Craig said.

Craig and Elizabeth will have that extra room soon, as 
the store was chosen as the vendor for the gift shop at the 
new Cedar Park Regional Medical Center facility. 

The hospital location will feature much of the same 
merchandise as the main store, with some additions and 
subtractions to suit clientele.

T h E  g o l d  s Ta n d a r d

Santa's Tailor Shop, North Pole series

FM 1431/    Whitestone Blvd.

N

Collectible
       Caboose

Discovery Blvd.

As a Gold Key store, Collectible Caboose 
features the largest Department 56 
collection in a 100-mile radius. Some of 
the collections on hand include:

The Original Snow Village – Started •	
in 1976, the traditional, home-style 
collection has grown to include more 
than 200 individual pieces.

Heritage Village – Inspired by Charles   •	

Dickens, this quaint series depicts 
the time of David Copperfield and 
Oliver Twist.

North Pole – Santa’s North Pole is a •	
place of joy where elves and reindeer 
play as they prepare for Christmas 
each year.

Halloween – Spooky houses, crazed •	
witches and creepy skeletons come 
to life in this haunted village.

 Source: www.department56.com
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      New restaurant
Rudino’s Pizza & Grinders, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. T150, will open in Cedar Park Dec. 27. It features 
Sicilian-style pizza and more than 40 different grinder 
sandwiches, all prepared from scratch. The restaurant will 
also feature live music on the outdoor patio. For more in-
formation, call 258-4900 or visit www.rudinostexas.com.

      Under the Tuscan sun
A new mixed-use development will be located in Cedar 
Park at the corner of Cypress Creek Road and Liberty 
Oaks Boulevard. The Galleria at Red Oaks will feature 
12,300 sq. ft. of retail, five 5,000 sq. ft. medical offices and 
a two-story, 24,000 sq. ft. office building with a 75-foot 
tower that will be the tallest structure in Cedar Park. The 
development plans to open in early 2008. Call 569-2760 
or visit www.galleriaredoaks.net for more information.

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com
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       Coffee house
It’s a Grind Coffee House opened Dec. 1 at 700 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 100. The national franchise serves 
coffees, teas, bagels and other bakery items. This is the 
third location in the Austin area. Hours are 6 a.m. – 10 
p.m. Sunday through Thursday and 6 a.m. – 11 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday. To contact It’s a Grind, call 259-2220 or 
visit www.itsagrind.com.

     
      Don’t forget your nails
A new business has moved into the Shops at Silverado, 
12920 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 104. Eternal Nail & Spa II 
opened its doors Nov. 10 and performs general nail and 
spa treatments. It is open 9:30 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Sunday. For more 
information, call 260-8338.

      Get on the floor
Chase Carpets & Tile, a flooring company offering 
turn-key solutions, has opened a new location at 14010 
N. Hwy. 183. Austinite Mark Chase began the company 
15 years ago, and this location is the fourth in the area. 
Hours are 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. For 
more information, call 836-7600 or visit www.chasecar 
pets.com.

      Get your hair styled
Great Haircuts moved in early November to its new 
location at 1890 Ranch, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 
H200. The hair salon is walk-in only and does not accept 
appointments. For more information, call 259-6988.
    

      Puppet Show
Laura Freeman, a local entertainer and puppeteer, will 
perform at the Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Dis-
covery Blvd., Jan. 17 at 4 p.m. The show is best suited 
for elementary-age children. For more information, call 
259-5353.

      Recycling trees
The City of Cedar Park will host Christmas tree recy-
cling in the City Hall parking lot, 600 N. Bell Blvd., Jan. 
5 from 9 a.m. – noon. The city will also give away several 
hundred tree saplings on a first come, first serve basis. For 
more information, call 401-5006.

4/11

10

11

        Holiday shipping
Just in time to meet holiday shipping needs, Goin’ Postal 
has opened at 11301 Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 105. The nation-
wide shipping center offers options from all the major 
carriers. The store is the third in the Austin area, and is 
open from 9 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturdays. For more imforma-
tion about Goin’ Postal, call 250-3603 or visit www.
goinpostal.com.

      Library Grant
The AT&T Foundation awarded the Cedar Park Public 
Library Foundation a $5,000 grant for implementation 
of the Radio Frequency Identification Device system to 
improve tracking of new and returned items at the Ce-
dar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd. To contact 
the library, call 259-5353 or visit www.cedarparktx.us/
cp/li.aspx.

      
      Upgraded fire department
The Cedar Park Fire Department, 715 Discovery Blvd. 
Ste. 311, received a $5,647 grant from Tejas American 
General Agency and Fireman’s Fund Insurance Com-
pany for the purchase of forcible entry tools and fire 
safety educational training. The grant is part of Fireman’s 
Fund Heritage, a program designed to provide needed 
equipment, training and educational tools to local fire 
departments. For more information, call 401-5220 or 
visit www.cedarparktx.us/cp/fd.aspx.

      

       
      Law office
Ron Butler opened a second law office Nov. 26 at 715 
Discovery Blvd., Ste. 207. Butler has practiced law for 
23 years and also has an office in Lampasas. For more 
information, call 921-3566.

Fresh out of the oven
Keesha Waits and Jaime Chapman have started a spe-
cialty cake decorating business out of their home. Cake, 
Please! specializes in novelty cakes and can meet any 
baking need, including wedding cakes. To place an order, 
call 203-9111.
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2

7

85

12
Liberty Oaks Blvd.
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A rendering of the multi-story office building

Fire Chief Chris Connealy (in white) accepts the grant check.

It's a Grind Coffee House on Whitestone Boulevard

Lakeline Mall Dr.
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by Mark Collins

LeAnder business - bLAnCA's MexiCAn iMPOrts

Closer
    Look 

Blanca’s Mexican Imports brings the Mexican shopping 
experience north of the border to Leander. 

The store opened in Cedar Park two years ago, but 
moved to Leander in November 2006 when owner Blanca 
Mireles was able to purchase her own building.

“I wanted to own my own place on [Hwy.] 183, but we 
just couldn’t find the right price,” Mireles said. “Then I 
was driving along one day and saw it, and I was lucky to 
get it.”

The bright blue building is packed, and if customers 
want to haggle, Mireles is game.

“I’ll, of course, try to bargain every time,” Mireles said. 
“If it’s something I’ve had for a while, then I can bargain 
more, just to get it out of the way. That way I can add new 
things.” 

A native of Mexico, Mireles travels to border towns 
Laredo and Eagle Pass once a month to hand-select her 
merchandise, supplementing those trips with other oc-
casional ventures into interior Mexico. The result is a store 
filled with piñatas, pottery, jewelry, dresses and furniture. 

“I listen to people’s comments, and they let me know 
what they like and what they think would do well,” Mire-
les said. “Plus, I can get whatever I see that’s nice and that 

could sell.”
Mireles also takes special orders from customers before 

going shopping. On one trip, she filled her trailer with 20 
giant piñatas.

In January, Blanca’s will add a Mexican food com-
ponent. A home-style taqueria, open for breakfast and 
lunch, will serve traditional tacos and tortas in addition to 
a different lunch plate every day. 

Tortillas will be exclusively homemade, Mireles said, 
and the food will be suitable for diners on the go. The 
taqueria will also have seating for in-house diners.

A torta is a Mexican sandwich served on a firm, crusty 
sandwich roll and filled with beef, chicken, carne guisada 
or any other common taco ingredient. All items will be 
available with rice and beans.

“This has been on my mind for a while,” Mireles said. 
“What I really like doing is the restaurant business.”

No matter how recently a shopper has been in Blanca’s, 
a return trip will surely reveal something new, whether it 
be merchandise or the new taqueria.

“I really couldn’t pick my favorite item in the store,” 
Mireles said. “I have a little bit of a lot of stuff.”

Blanca Mireles, owner

blanca's Mexican imports
305 S. Hwy 183

528-8585N

South St.

Blanca's Mexican 
Imports

Sonny Dr.The exterior of Blanca's Mexican Imports

Mexican native fills store with imports from home

B l a n C a’ s  i s  T h E  o n ly  s To r E  i n  T h E  a r E a  W i T h 
g i a n T  p i ñ aTa s , s a i d  o W n E r  B l a n C a  M i r E l E s . 
s o M E  o F  T h E  p i ñ aTa s  s h E ’ s  h a d  i n C lu d E :
•	Power	Rangers
•	Hello	Kitty
•	Strawberry	Shortcake
•	Ninja	Turtles

•	Mickey	Mouse
•	Minnie	Mouse
•	Winnie	the	Pooh
•	Superman

FM 2243
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Barefoot in the Park
Dec. 14 and 15 will be the last opportunities to see Way Off 
Broadway Community Players’ performance of “Barefoot 
in the Park.” The play begins at 8 p.m. at 10960 E. Crystal 
Falls Parkway. Tickets are $12 for adults, $10 for seniors 
and students and $5 for children. For more information or 
to make a reservation, call 336-8966 or visit www.wobcp.
org.

Better than Cannes
A winter movie festival will take place at the Leander 
Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road. Thomas the Train: 
Ultimate Christmas is Dec. 18, Magical Winter Tales is Dec. 
20, Eloise: Little Miss Christmas is Dec. 21, Arthur and the 
Invisibles is Dec. 27 and Goosebumps: Say Cheese and Die is 
Jan. 2. All shows begin at 3 p.m. and include free popcorn. 
For more information, call 259-5259 or visit www.yousee 
more.com/leander.

Dry cleaning needs
Now open alongside H-E-B Plus! is Jack Brown Cleaners, 
651 Hwy. 183, Ste. 165. The store is open 6:30 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Saturday. On 
Thursdays, Jack Brown Cleaners has cleaning specials on 
shirts, pants, suits and dresses. For more information, call 
259-4455.

Parks and rec spruces up
The Leander Parks and Recreation Department moved to 
406 Municipal Drive in the old library building. Parks and 
recreation formerly shared a facility with the public works 
department. The new building was reorganized using 
leftover library furniture and provides the department with 
four times more room. For more information, call 528-
9909 or visit www.leanderpard.com.

News or questions about Leander? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com

N

Erase library debt
The Leander Public Library, 1011 S. Bagdad Road, is con-
ducting its annual Foods for Fines food drive to benefit Hill 
Country Community Ministries. Library patrons can bring 
in canned or boxed food to clear fines until Dec. 21. Each 
item is worth one dollar in fines, but is not applicable to lost 
books. For more information, call 259-5259 or visit www.
youseemore.com/leander.

1 

After Christmas
The City of Leander will offer Christmas tree 
recycling this year at Robin Bledsoe Park, 601 S. 
Bagdad Road. Trees may be dropped off Dec. 26 
– Jan. 7 from 6 a.m. – 10 p.m. Only natural trees 
may be dropped off, and should have all lights and 
ornaments removed. For more information, contact 
Steve Bosak at 528-9909.

New clinic
Austin Regional Clinic will open a new location in 
Leander at the corner of Crystal Falls Parkway and 
Bagdad Road. ARC is one of the largest multi-spe-
cialty health care groups in central Texas, and will 
open its Leander location Summer 2008. For more 
information, visit www.austinregionalclinic.com.

Real estate option
Sellstate Hill Country is expanding to Cedar Park's 
Reunion Square office building, 1851 S. Hwy. 183, 
Ste. 200. The real estate team plans to open for busi-
ness by Jan. 1. For more information, call 528-0404 
or visit www.sellingtexashillcountry.com.

4
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Sellstate will occupy a second-floor office in Reunion Square.
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Water rates
CONTINUED FROM |1

The Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority is 
conducting an alternative site study for the location 
of a future deep-water intake to service the water 
needs of member cities Cedar Park, Leander and 
Round Rock.

Instead of beginning construction on the deep-
water intake in 2009 as originally planned, the 
BCRUA is taking more time to study and gain pub-
lic input on seven potential intake sites. It now plans 
to begin construction in 2010 and begin operations 
in 2012.

“Fortunately, we had the opportunity [to take 
more time to pick a site] because the lake levels 
came back up in the spring and summer,” said Chris 
Lippe, BCRUA general manager. “The thing that 
was driving the urgency in the beginning was the 
low lake levels. Also, we certainly heard the concern 
about the location of the deep-water intake and 
want to make sure we do the studies that find the 
best site that can be found.”

All seven sites are in or near the Village of Vo-
lente. A group of Volente residents formed the Don’t 
Empty Lake Travis Association and hired attorney 
Jason Collins with Diamond McCarthy in Austin to 
fight the BCRUA’s plan.

“The residents of Volente are pleased that they are 
evaluating other sites. However, they have no confi-
dence that the BCRUA has decided not to target Vo-
lente. So the residents are still working to maintain 
an opposition to BCRUA’s activities. Round Rock 
and BCRUA are spending a lot of taxpayer money 
to fund their efforts without fully understanding 
what they can and cannot do in terms of forcing 
Volente to host their project,” Collins said.

The BCRUA has scheduled three public meet-

ings in Volente at which officials will update attendees 
on the progress of the site evaluation and answer ques-
tions. They will take place at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 17, March 
20 and April 17 at the Volente Fire Department, 15406 
FM 2769 in Volente.

The public is also invited to attend BCRUA board 
meetings. A schedule of times and dates will be posted 
on www.bcrua.org. 

After the last public meeting, a recommendation for 
the site of the deep-water intake will be made to the 
BCRUA board. Lippe expects the site will be selected 
by May, but said the BCRUA might have additional 
public meetings if it sees a need.

For more information about the BCRUA, see the July 
2007 edition of the Leander/Cedar Park Community 
Impact Newspaper at www.impactnews.com.

by Kara Vaught
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CONTINUED ON |11In the coming months, Lakeline Mall will see a series 

of improvements to give the 12-year-old mall a faceli�. 

A young competitor is nipping at its heels for Cedar Park 

shoppers. When the 1890 Ranch development opens in October, 

it will not only be new, it will also be adding to the Cedar 

Park tax base; Lakeline does not.
“It certainly behooves us to make a strong case that when 

1890 Ranch opens up, the city and the chamber of com-

merce hammer home the point to Cedar Park shoppers 

that dollars spent locally make quality of life higher,” said 

Cedar Park Economic Development Director Phil Brewer.

Although Lakeline has a Cedar Park mailing address, the 

$16 million it generates annually in sales tax goes to the 

City of Austin. 

Commercial property is particularly important to Cedar 

Park because it is landlocked. All of its ETJ has been used, 

so the city must �nd ways to gain sales tax revenue.  

Who gets the landIn 1986, when Melvin Simon of Simon Property Group 

bought the 80-acre property between Cedar Park and Aus-

tin that would become Lakeline, US 183 was a two-lane 

road and the tollways were barely a twinkle in the legisla-

ture’s eye. In the '70s, Austin and Cedar Park battled over the vacant 

land at US 183 and FM 620 and, looking to avoid litigation, 

Cedar Park compromised and took the Shenandoah subdi-

vision just west of the intersection, giving Austin the land 

where Lakeline lies today. 
Rep. Mike Krusee tried to help Cedar Park gain back 

some of the land in Austin’s ETJ in the 1995 legislative 

session by �ling and helping author three bills that would 

return some of the commercial land annexed by Austin, 

including Lakeline, to Cedar Park. 
In interviews at the time, he called Austin’s annexa-

Mall gets facelift ahead of other retail projects

BY RACHEL YOUENS

Regional Utility Authority in 2006 to create 

the infrastructure necessary to ensure a 

reliable source of water for citizens during 

years when — unlike now — rain is scarce. 

Cedar Park and Leander already rely on 

water from Lake Travis. Cedar Park owns 

and operates a �oating water intake plant 

on the Sandy Creek arm of the lake, while 

Leander receives water from a nearby Lower 

Colorado River Authority plant operated 

by the Brazos River Authority.
Round Rock, currently supplied by the 

Edwards Aquifer, Lake Georgetown and 

Lake Stillhouse Hollow, invested in the 

Brushy Creek partnership to ensure enough 

water for its booming population, said Jim 

Nuse, Round Rock city manager.
Phase one of the project includes adding 

a temporary �oating intake facility beside 

Cedar Park’s existing structure, a new 

raw water pipeline, a treatment facility in 

Cedar Park and a treated water pipeline. 

BY KARA VAUGHT

Wet weather prevents water crisis, buys 

more time for regional system planning
STORY HIGHLIGHTS

One man’s washout o�en constitutes 

another’s windfall. For Leander, Cedar Park 

and Round Rock, the recent deluge deters 

the hardships of an impending drought, 

buying the cities’ water procurement 

partnership more time to implement its 

plan to ensure the cities are never le� high 

and dry.
“We really did just dodge a bullet,” said 

Wayne Watts, public works director and 

engineer for Leander. “If we hadn’t had all 

this tremendous amount of rain, by the end 

of the summer, we would have been in a 

serious emergency situation.”
The plan�e cities of Leander, Cedar Park and 

Round Rock formed the Brushy Creek 

Lakeline Mall makeover
S imon Property Group began a 

series of renovations on the 12-

year-old Lakeline Mall this month. 

Construction is expected to be �nished 

by mid 2008. 
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Site alternatives for a deep water intake
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Source: HDR Engineering, Inc.

Local Savings Guide begins page 31
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Site 1: Approximately 
one and a half acres 

in Arrowhead Point subdivision No. 1. Site 2: A 12.5-acre lot 
adjacent to Arrowhead 

Point subdivision No. 
1. Two acres would ac-

commodate the facility.Site 3: Approximately 
two acres in Lake Travis 

subdivision No. 3. Site 4:  A 15-acre tract 
in Lake Travis subdivi-

sion No. 2. Two acres 
would accommodate 

the facility.
Site 5: Approximately 

four acres in Northshore 
phase 2, a subdivision 

of undeveloped custom 
home lots.

Site 6: Approximately 
20 acres at the Volente 

Beach water park and 
marina, two of which 

would accommodate 
the facility.

Site 7: Approximately 
25 acres located near 

Site 6 and the marina, 
two of which would ac-

commodate the facility.

Village of Volente

Restaurant ReviewLocal pizza parlorsPages 16 - 17
Business Pro�leBattle�eld TexasPage 6

Other renovations:
  Redesign of the food court

  New tile and carpeting 
  2,300 sq. ft. family restroom 
with nursing room and lounge

  Renovation of upper level 
restrooms  Enhancement of elevators and 

escalators

who use the system-wide average of 9,400 a month will pay 
$6.02 more per month. 

Residential rates will be calculated based on the following:
• Usage of 2,001 – 10,000 gallons will cost $3.21 per 1,000 gal-
lons.
• Usage of 10,001 – 15,000 gallons will cost $3.85 per 1,000 
gallons.
• Usage of more than 15,000 gallons will cost $4.62 per 1,000 
gallons.

Commercial customers' rates will increase by 8.5 percent 
per month regardless of usage.

Regional utility authority reevaluating intake site options
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The city's studies show about 15 percent of residential water customers use 
more than 15,000 gallons a month. 

“What that says is a small percentage of the water customers use a large per-
centage of the water,” Roberts said. “That begs for an incentive to conserve water.”
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by kara Vaught

Como's
901 Crystal Falls Parkway

260-8383 • www.comosrestaurant.com
Sunday-Thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Ralph Davis, Como's chef

Como's chef serves family recipes, big portionsNeighborhood
         Dining

COMO's

Como’s menu comes straight from the kitchen of chef 
Ralph Davis’ Italian family, and from the size of the por-
tions, it is obvious they ate well.

The first item out of the kitchen was buttered garlic 
bread and an olive oil dip, which contained fresh crushed 
garlic. 

Next were our side salads, composed of iceberg lettuce, 
mozzarella cheese, fresh tomato wedges and a pepper.

The four-piece Meatball Lover appetizer ($4.68) also 
comes in a two meatball variation ($2.99). Never a fan of 
meatballs before, I was pleased with these, which were 
composed of finely ground beef seasoned with garlic and 
oregano amid a tomato sauce that combined just a hint of 
sweetness with its spice. No crust or bread crumbs marred 
the texture of the meat, which was cooked well without 
seeming dry.

My Tortellini with Meat Sauce ($10.99) was enough 
food for two meals, the second of which I had to protect 
from jealous co-workers. Again, I appreciated the finely 
ground meat rather than chunks.

The Cheese Lover Dream ($15.99) is appropriately 
named. The manicotti, tortellini and stuffed shells come 
filled with parmesean and ricotta cheeses topped with as 
much fresh ground parmesan as the diner desires. The 
pasta favorites are set in either a meat or tomato sauce.

N

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

n a M E s a k E

Como’s is named after Lake Como 
in Italy. A popular tourist resort 
destination since the days of the 
Roman Empire, it is known for sparkling 

blue waters and fabulous villas. 
The village of Como, beside the 
lake, produces 80 percent of 
Europe’s silk, attracting shoppers 
as well as sunbathers to the shores.

Como's

B
agdad R

d.

A painting of Lake Como in Como's
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Small business 
CONTINUED FROM |1

recordings to businesses. It is also one of 
the largest suppliers of such material to the 
government.

It was the competition from the two book 
giants that jump-started Complete Book's 
management to focus on growing the com-
pany, said vice president Robert Tijerina.

“They were kind of a blessing in dis-
guise,” he said. “[Before them,] we all got 
our paycheck on Friday, everybody was 
comfortable and life was good. Maybe we 
should have been forward thinking enough 
to say, ‘What kind of added values and ser-
vices can we give our customers?’ without 
someone else forcing us to do it.”
How to fight Goliaths

In 2004, some of Complete Book’s clients 
contacted the company saying Amazon.
com and BarnesandNoble.com were mak-
ing tempting offers such as free shipping.

“Though our clients had been loyal to us, 
as we had been to them, they were getting a 
better offer of more value-added services,” 
Tijerina said. 

The only way Complete Book could com-
pete was to gain more clients and produce 
more revenue in order to provide custom-
ers better offers.

“It was a real tricky play on our part to 
try to pull off,” Tijerina said.

But it worked. 
The company had a three-year run of 

more than 40 percent growth per year. In 
2008, it will make the leap into offering 
electronic versions of printed materials.

The key to success, Tijerina said, is 
“Good folks and a lot of sweat and a lot of 
hard work.”

For companies with those attributes and 
the right business model, help may also be 
available from the city.
Help if you ship

Although large incentives get the most 
attention from media, cities can also in-
centivize some small businesses, said Phil 
Brewer, economic development director 
for Cedar Park.

Complete Book received an incentive 
when it relocated from Austin.

“We gave them $26,600 for an alarm 
system, moving costs and the finish out of 
their building on Discovery Boulevard,” 
Brewer said. 

The money was awarded through the 
city’s 4A Corporation, which supports eco-
nomic development and is funded by Ce-
dar Park’s one-cent sales tax.

Regulations governing 4A Corporations 
permit the granting of funds to businesses 
that ship products outside of the city limits, 
but restrict 4A money from those that do 
not.

That is the reason why small, locally 
owned retail shops rarely receive incen-
tives, Brewer said, including property tax 
abatements, which are granted by the city 
and not a 4A.

“Most of your small mom-and-pop-type 
family businesses are going to go into ex-
isting space, usually in some type of shop-
ping center,” he said. “Those buildings are 
already on the tax rolls, and by state law 
you cannot abate taxes on something that’s 
already on the rolls.”

If a small business owner wanted to build 
a new facility, the city would be allowed to 

offer a property tax abatement incentive.
“If Mr. and Mrs. Smith were going to 

build a restaurant in the community and 
invest $2 million in land and building and 
equipment, I think that we would be open 
to sitting down and visiting with them in 
terms of how we could maybe help them 
with property taxes,” Brewer said.

Leander does not have a 4A Corpora-
tion, but does provide incentives such 
as reimbursing the cost of infrastructure 
such as sewer lines, said economic devel-
opment director Kirk Clennan. 

“The next logical step for us [to encour-
age small business growth] would be to 
focus on a small business loan program 
with one of our local financial institu-
tions,” he said. 
Advertising and education

Education and other resources to small 
businesses are available locally through 
the chambers of commerce.

Both the Leander and Cedar Park cham-
bers offer low-cost advertising opportuni-
ties on city maps, membership directories, 
on chamber Web sites, at golf tournaments 
and special chamber events.

Business owners can also go to the 
chambers for help in connecting with edu-
cational resources for themselves and their 
employees, such as the Texas Small Busi-
ness Association’s local branch in Round 
Rock, Austin Community College and the 
Leander Independent School District.

“All the things we do are to assist mem-
bers in building their credibility with each 
other through networking opportunities 
of all kinds,” said Harold Dean, president 
of the Cedar Park Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Coming in 2008, the chamber will host 
round-table seminars on topics requested 
by members, including computer skills, 
insurance and taxes.

In Leander, the chamber sponsors sea-
sonal city bus tours, the most recent of 
which took 224 people on a 44-mile trip 

around developments and available prop-
erties. The Leander Business Circle, a 
group sponsored by the chamber, often 
invites expert speakers to lecture on top-
ics relevant to small business owners.
Challenges remain

Even with assistance and dedication, 
small businesses face obstacles.

A major stumbling block could be a re-
sult of otherwise valuable traits: a strong 
work ethic and attention to detail.

Tijerina cites an example of a man who 
was very talented in his craft, but failed 
because he tried to micro-manage other 
aspects of business and spent little time in 
his area of expertise. 

Taxes, regulations and fees also weigh 
heavily on entrepreneurs. According to 
the U.S. Small Business Administration’s 
Office of Advocacy, firms with fewer em-
ployees pay more per employee to comply 
with state and federal regulations.

“The cost of compliance is somewhat 
fixed, and a larger company can simply 
spread out that cost more,” said John Mc-
Dowell, press secretary for the SBA Office 
of Advocacy. “For example, there’s not a 
whole lot of difference in doing taxes for a 
20 person firm and doing them for a 200 
or 400 person firm.”
Still strong

The Central Texas area is a prime exam-
ple of how small businesses can succeed, 
Clennan said.

“If anything, the competitiveness and 
the incubator that a large business can 
afford someone who is entrepreneurial 
grows our economy. Dell has spawned 
many, many small companies.”

When Wal-Mart came to Cedar Park, 
Dean said people wondered how it would 
affect smaller shops. But then and now, af-
ter big box stores opened in 1890 Ranch, 
he’s heard little from shop owners.

“It wasn’t much of a concern from own-
ers — or if it was, they did not voice their 
opinion.”

The following taxes apply to many small businesses. Other taxes and fees may apply to certain 
companies based on product or industry.

•	Payroll taxes – Payroll tax, 7.65 percent of each employee’s paycheck, is a combination 
of Social Security, 6.2 percent, and Medicare, 1.45 percent. The employer withholds 7.65 
percent of each employee’s paycheck and must match that amount with his or her own 
funds.
•	self-employment – Because the owner of a company does not receive a paycheck from 
an employer, he or she must pay both the employee and employer portion of both Social 
Security and Medicare: 15.3 percent of total net income.
• state unemployment tax – New businesses pay 2.7 percent of each employee’s paycheck 
on the first $9,000 in total payroll. After the first 18 months in business, the employer’s rate 
drops to 0.29 percent of each employee’s paycheck.
•	Federal income tax – Sole proprietors, partnerships, limited liability companies and 
corporations may pay up to 35 percent of net income.
•	Federal unemployment tax – Calculated as 0.8 percent of each employee’s paycheck on 
the first $7,000 in total payroll.

• sales tax – In Texas, it is 8.25 percent of 
the cost of retail goods sold. This amount is 
collected from the purchaser as part of the 
total item cost and then remitted to the state 
by the business owner. 
• Franchise taxes (renamed margin tax in 
January 2007) – Paid by any organization 
with a charter, including corporations, 
limited liability companies, some 
partnerships, professional associations, 
joint ventures, business trusts and some 
other legal entities. The calculation is 
based on gross receipts. See www.
window.state.tx.us for more information. 
• beer and liquor – 14 percent of alcohol 
sales.

Source: Brandon Moore, CPA with Singleton 
Moore and Co. in Cedar Park 
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Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center will open Dec. 15 with more than 200 physicians offering inpatient and outpatient services 
including cardiology, medical and surgical treatment, orthopedics, urology, gastroenterology and women’s services. 

“To be honest with you it’s actually very humbling to be part of something that will have such a great impact and a lasting presence 
in this community. It’s been a great project and especially rewarding to work with the leaders of Cedar Park and Leander. Their support 
has really been wonderful. I think the entire service area and community is excited to have great quality and safe care close to home,” 
said Dr. David Klein, hospital CEO. 

FM 1431/Whitestone Blvd.
Medical Pkwy.

h
C-Bar 
Ranch Trl.
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CPRMC has four labor, delivery and recovery rooms and space for five more. The rooms are outfitted with a 
private bathroom and closet, Tempur-Pedic bed, pull-out sofa, glider chair and TV with internet access. 

The CAT scan machine at CPRMC is a General Electric 
LightSpeed VCT Series, which can capture images of any 
organ in one second. Images of the heart and coronaries are 
taken in less time than it takes the heart to beat five times. 

Six state-of-the-art surgical suites are designed to 
provide comfort to both patients and physicians 
during long procedures. Eighteen general and eight 
orthopedic surgeons will practice at CPRMC.

•  Ground breaking — June 22, 2006
•  Opening — dec. 15, 2007
•  Cost — $125 million
•  Four-story, 300,000 sq. ft. hospital building

•  Four-story, 85,000 sq. ft. medical office build- 
 ing housing 12-18 offices
•  94 total acres in medical campus
•  77 private rooms with space for 151 total rooms

•  18 private emergency room treatment bays  
 providing service 24 hours a day, seven days a  
 week
•  300-350 employees

Cedar Park regional Medical Center facts at a glance:

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center

Forty-five artisans created 99 pieces of original artwork to adorn the halls of CPRMC, 
including this untitled piece. 

•  Private women's services suite
•  Patients will be transported via halls and  
 elevators separate from visitors and staff
•  Acoustics designed for soothing atmosphere
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reAL estAte rePOrt
Buttercup Creek
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Siobhan McCullough
258-6677
ext. 148

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$178,800

902 Acorn Court

Red Oaks
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Jerel Choate
258-6677
ext. 140

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$299,500

Boulders at 
Crystal Falls
Leander - 78641

Agent: 
Keith Estes
258-6677
ext. 177

4 Br./2 Ba.         
$210,000

Residential Real Estate Report 
  Cedar Park & Leander MLS area 

409 Silent Spring Dr.

2024 Foothills Dr.

+$17,339 

-3

Change in 
average 

selling
price over 

last month
CLs

-$14,153

Key stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

6
86

128
59
19
12
23
5
1

Price Range No. of homes for sale
CLN

Average days on market

-
15
67

117
86
31
26
7

13

68
61
56
73
90
91
83
89
71

-
73
60
74
92
86

128
127
156

Monthly home sales

November 2007
November 2006
October 2007
September 2007
August 2007

 

79
N/A
82
83

109
 

$220,076
N/A

$234,229
$252,845
$238,081

Month  No. of sales Average price

$181,422
N/A

$164,083
$169,123
$186,902

72
N/A
66
77
96

On the market

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last month

CLn

October 1 - October 31

CLS CLN CLS

CLN CLS CLN CLS

Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service 
area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided 
by RM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park. This split 
occurred in 2007 and therefore has no comparison figures for last year.

sold

CLn CLs

+6
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Corridors
Community  Railyard shopping center 

Sponsored by Synterra Property Group & Austin Telco AUSTIN TELCO
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

FM 1431/Whitestone Blvd.
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History
The Railyard shopping center 
occupies what was once pasture 
land in a section of Cedar Park 
that was largely untouched until 
recently. While the original plan in 
1997 called for a more traditional 
shopping center with a large 
retail anchor and pad sites, the 
shopping center that exists today 
has a much different feel. 
Built in phases from 1999 to 2006, 
the Railyard was designed to be 
pedestrian-oriented and have the 
capability to host festivals. 
Consisting of approximately 
68,000 sq. ft. of space, the majority 
of the tenants are first-time 
business owners. According to 
developer and Cypress Properties 
owner David Johnson, the Railyard 
is a “retail incubator” where 
aspiring business owners have an 
opportunity to chase their dreams.

Steam train
The Austin Steam Train operates routes out of Cedar Park 
as far west as Burnet. Train excursions began in 1991 on the 
Austin and Northwestern tracks chartered in 1881, which were 
the first tracks into Austin. In 1885, the line was extended 
to Granite Mountain to bring pink granite to Austin for the 
construction of the state Capitol building. Chunks of pink 
granite can still be seen along the tracks where they fell off the 
train. There was no way to retrieve them for transport. 
As of October, the Austin Steam Train is using the platform 
at the Depot for boarding. For more information, check out 
www.austinsteamtrain.org. 

512-836-7312
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by Karen r. tHompSon 
Williamson County historian 

Historical  
Impact

Leander resident served as Scarbrough department store Santa

Fred Rollin, the Scarbrough's Santa, with children and their gifts.

In the 1950s, when Leander area fami-
lies started making plans for annual Santa 
Claus photographs, the children knew that 
meant a trip to Austin’s E.M. Scarbrough 
& Sons Department Store at Congress 
Avenue and Sixth Street.

Of course, what they didn’t realize was 
that the Scarbrough’s Santa Claus was 
actually Fred Rollin of Leander. Fred 
performed this annual holiday “job” for 

many years.
Scarbrough & Hicks Store started in 

Rockdale in 1884 and moved to Austin 
a decade later. In 1913, it became E.M. 
Scarbrough & Sons. It was the fifth largest 
department store in Texas. In the 1930s, 
the beautiful Scarbrough building became 
Austin’s first sky scraper and the first de-
partment store to be fully air conditioned. 
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Education    
        RangeRs assisting peeRs          

Focus

by Mark Collins 
Students have role in problem solving

Vista Ridge High School began Rang-
ers Assisting Peers this school year based 
on the premise that students often turn 
to friends for advice, creating an informal 
help network. RAP identifies key members 
in the network and gives them training 
and support to better serve their peers.

“Each sub-group on campus had 
somebody that people talked to,” said 
RAP organizer Will Fox, a teacher who is 
in charge of Teen Leadership Programs 
for VHRS. “We took a helper from each 
sub-group so everyone had somebody that 
they cared about to go to.” 

This semester, VRHS has 14 students — 
called peer advisors — in RAP, and plans 
to grow to 20 students in the spring. Can-
didates for RAP were nominated last year 
in a campus-wide survey of 9th, 10th and 
11th graders. Students were asked to list 
two peers who listened to their problems 
and helped them most. Those who were 
named most often were invited to become 
a part of RAP.

“We all wanted to make a difference,” 
said RAP member Krista Breslin, a junior.

Students who committed to becoming a 
part of the program went on a two-day re-

treat filled with training and team building 
exercises. They even created a rap about 
why they like the RAP program.

Now, RAP members are not only help-
ing their friends, they also help students 
they did not know before who approach 
them on a daily basis. 

RAP members are also charged with 
welcoming exchange students, special 
education students and new students.

“It’s fun. We like helping them, and we 
have good attitudes,” said RAP member 
Andrew Clark, a junior.

RAP meets three days a week for half an 
hour to discuss strategies and anonymous-
ly talk about students’ problems. 

Despite coming from different sub-
groups, the peer advisors find themselves 
spending a lot of time together.

“A bunch of us came in here and ate 
lunch together today,” said RAP member 
Taeseaun Williams, a senior. “We learned 
more about ourselves by being in RAP 
and knowing we can all be one group, one 
family."

The program has been well received by 
school officials, Fox said.

“A lot of students are helped by these 
guys in a profound way, and if this class 

wasn’t a part of this school, I don’t know 
what a lot of these kids would do,” said 

Fox. “We’re very lucky to have this pro-
gram.”

Rangers Assisting Peers participants attended a two-day retreat at Highland Lakes in Spicewood.
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by Mark Collins

nOn-PrOFit - PrOJeCt Linus

Project Linus gives children security in blanketsCloser
    Look 

A child with a Project Linus blanket

Project Linus
930-4792

www.orgsites.com/tx/austinlinus

p r o j E C T  l i n u s  B l a n k E T  r E C i p i E n T s :

•	American	Red	Cross
•	Cedar	Park	victim	services
•	St.	David's	Georgetown	
•	Local	police	departments
•	Round	Rock	Counseling	
•	Sickle	Cell	Association
•	STARRY	emergency	shelter	and	foster	care
•	Williamson	County	Children's	Advocacy	Center 

Even though Linus spent most of his time with Charlie 
Brown and Lucy, his best friend was definitely his blanket. 
The blanketeers of Project Linus sew, knit and crochet 
blankets for children newborn through 18 years old from 
all over Williamson and Travis Counties.

“We believe that the person making this blanket is 
somehow putting their love into the blanket, so when the 
child wraps themselves up or hugs the blanket, they feel 
the love put into it,” said local charter coordinator Diane 
Whitehouse.

Project Linus, a national organization, began in 1995 
when a Colorado woman read an article about the com-
forts a little girl felt from her blanket while going through 
intense chemotherapy. Touched by the story, the woman 
donated blankets to the Rocky Mountain Children’s Can-
cer Center, and Project Linus was born.

Now the organization has grown to include about 400 
chapters across the United States, and has donated more 
than 2.2 million blankets to children in need.

Whitehouse began the local chapter in 2003 when she 
went to Austin Sewing for thread and saw information 
about Project Linus.

“I couldn’t believe there wasn’t a chapter in Austin, so I 
started with phone calls and getting some friends together 
who liked to do crafts,” Whitehouse said. 

Four years later, the Austin chapter of Project Linus 
has donated 2,800 blankets to local organizations serving 
children, including those who have lost a parent or whose 
parents are going through a divorce.

The only problem with helping 
so many children, Whitehouse 
said, is now the demand for blan-
kets is higher than ever.

“I only need someone who is 
willing, has a big heart and loves 
children,” she said. “Project Linus 
is open to everyone. We have 
grandmothers, we have moth-
ers and we have kids all working 
toward the same goal. Even if you 
can’t sew, you can do the packag-
ing or the labeling.”

Many people have contributed 
to Project Linus, including Girl 

Scout troops and senior citizens. Whitestone also accepts 
monetary donations and uses the funds to purchase sup-
plies and materials to create more blankets.

“Some people can give 20 blankets, and some give one, 
and that’s fine,” she said. “That single blanket is one more 
child that we can touch.”

Volunteers piece together blankets
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A Congressman’s  day
8 a.m.   |   Bible study
U.S. Rep. John Carter attends a Bible study in the office of Dennis Hastert, 
former Speaker of the House in the Capitol building. 

This is a standard weekly meeting on Carter’s agenda. Community Impact 
Publisher John Garrett and I walked with the congressman from Carter’s office 
in the Cannon Building down the street to the Capitol, which took about five 
minutes. 

6 p.m.   |  Fund-raisers
A reception is held announcing a new fund-raiser named the 
Combat Soldiers Recovery Fund. Carter is asked to speak at the 
occasion, hosted in an office downtown. Before the reception, 
Carter sits in the foyer with his press secretary Carmen Terry for 
another call with a talk radio show with Pete Olsen. 

4 p.m.   |  Unexpected visit
Five restaurant representatives, one from Round Rock 
and others from Central Texas, come for an unexpected 
visit to talk to Carter about their concerns regarding the 

immigration issue. They make it clear that they oppose hiring 
illegal aliens, but also express a need for more staffing. Carter 
says he understands their dilemma, but cautions that if the law 
is not obeyed, consequences must follow.

3 p.m.   |  T.V. time
Once a month, Carter records a 30-minute show “Judgment on Congress” for cable 
channels that want to broadcast it. 

According to his press secretary, the only station currently airing the program is City of 
Round Rock’s Channel 10, which has a federal government hour Tuesday at 8 p.m. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchinson also has a show, which runs during that hour also.

Carter invited another Central Texas representative Lamar Smith as his guest that day. 

During filming, both Republicans discussed the immigration issue from a conservative standpoint. As a member of the judiciary committee, 
Smith emphasized the importance of enforcing existing laws. 

9:06 a.m.   |  On the air 
With a cell phone, Carter called the Lynn Woolley Show, a talk radio program in Temple, Texas while standing on the Capitol steps. Carter 
discussed immigration and its affect on the people of Central Texas. 

10 a.m.   |  Memorial vandalism
Carter’s scheduler takes the congressman to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to 
view vandalism, which occurred Sept. 7. We walked about a quarter of a mile 
to reach the memorial located near the reflecting pond on the National Mall. 

Carter’s staff was alerted to the desecration after reading a brief story he said 
was buried in the pages of the Washington Post. A light, oily, unidentified 
substance was spilled over portions of some of the names, causing concern 
that it might eat away at the names of the 58,256 who died during that era.  
As part of the Military Quality of Life subcommittee and as representative for 

the largest military base in the world at Fort Hood, Carter said he felt the media ignored the situation.

The next day, Carter planned a press conference to denounce the vandalism. He also presented a resolution to the House, which came to the 
floor Oct. 23, nearly a month later.

11:30 a.m.   |  Casts a vote
Carter is called to the floor of the House for a vote. Prior to voting, Carter’s team briefs him on the issues up for a vote that day. 

A warning buzzer sounds in each congressman’s office indicating 15 minutes until voting time is up. Since we are in another building, we 
have to begin early to assure that Carter will be there in time to vote. This walk takes us onto an elevator down to the basement, then 
through a tunnel from the Cannon building to the Capitol. We left Carter because we were not allowed on the floor of the House and went 
upstairs to the gallery to view the voting procedure. We had to check our cameras, cell phones and recording devices before we could enter 
the gallery.

7 p.m.   | Day’s end
Carter’s last event for the evening is the National Republican Congressional Committee’s salute to former Speaker Dennis Hastert 
in the Capitol Hill Club. Various Republican congressmen recognize Hastert, who is retiring, for his contributions to the GOP 
during his 20 years as a congressman.

Congressional District 31
County line
Congressional District

Erath

Harrilton

Coryell

Williamson
Bell

Milam

Falls

Round Rock

Georgetown Taylor
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190
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281

190

84

77

67

84

79

Bio
Known as the “Judge,” U.S. Rep. John Carter had 20 years of judicial experience when he was 
elected to represent the 31st Congressional District of Texas in 2002. He was re-elected in both 
2004 and 2006.

A native of Houston, Carter received his undergraduate degree in history from Texas Tech 
University and completed law school at the University of Texas. He met his wife Erika in 
Holland, and together they have four children, including a son who coaches baseball at 
Round Rock High School.  He served as municipal judge of Round Rock and district judge of 
Williamson County.

As district judge he was the first Republican elected to a county-wide position in Williamson 
County. 

U.S. Rep. John CaRteR

Local Office: 
1717 N. IH 35, Ste. 303, Round Rock
426-1600
http://carter.house.gov

House committees and membership
House Republican Conference Secretary 

Appropriations Committee
Military Quality of Life and Veterans 

Affairs Subcommittee
Homeland Security Subcommittee
Foreign Operations Subcommittee

House Republican Steering Committee

U.S. Rep. John Carter speaks at the press conference 
to denounce the vandalism to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall, which occurred Sept. 7. 

Editor’s Note: Our purpose for this 
feature evolved as we followed these 
two energetic congressmen through 
their day. It became obvious that there 
was little downtime, whether they are 
in Washington voting on decisions that 
effect lives, both locally and nationally, 
or back home in Central Texas visiting 
and listening to the needs of their 
constituents. 

- Cathy Kincaid, editor
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7 p.m.   |  Final votes
 After another dinner, this one more casual, with other Republican members, McCaul returns to the Capitol to cast his last votes for the day. 

Bio

Bastrop

Jollyville
Travis Lee

Burleson

Washington

Brenham

Austin Waller
Harris

Austin

77

90

Congressional District 10 County line
Congressional District

8 a.m.   |  Breakfast
U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul attends breakfast with members on the Homeland Security 
Committee.

9 a.m.   | Anti-terrorism caucus meeting  
McCaul organized the bipartisan meeting with guest speaker and Austinite Lawrence Wright, 
Pulitzer Prize winner for his history of Al-Qaeda, “The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road 
to 9/11.”  
With his book as the basis, Wright opened his one-man play “My Trip to Al-Qaeda” at the LBJ 
Library in Austin.  He also performed one week in Washington D.C. McCaul’s staff arranged 
for him to speak with congressional members to share his experiences in the Middle East. The 
meeting was closed to the general public to allow members to ask questions freely. It was a 
bipartisan group of around 20-30 attendees. 

10 a.m.   | Childhood cancer press rally at the Cannon building terrace
McCaul appears with Congresswoman Deborah Pryce of Ohio in support of the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act of 2006. The legislation would 
give $107 million in funding. It is currently co-sponsored by more than 70 congressional members.  Supporting cancer research is one of 
McCaul’s priorities. He had a friend who died of childhood Leukemia in the fourth grade. His father also died of cancer. McCaul recently 
spoke about the need for more research and development of cancer treatment to the World Health Organization at the request of the United 
Nations.

11 a.m.   |  Vietnam Wall conference
Returning outside to the same spot, with the Capitol dome in the background, McCaul speaks at a press conference held by U.S. Rep. John 
Carter’s office, which called attention to vandalism at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. The congressional members and veterans 
demanded the justice department make every effort to find the vandals. A veteran’s group offered a $5,000 award.

11:15 a.m.  | Office wait
McCaul returns to his office, waiting for a warning buzzer that announces the voting time to sound. 

When it sounds, he has 15 minutes to reach the Capitol and give his vote. When McCaul first came to Washington D.C. as an elected official, 
he said he would leave as soon as the bell rang, nervous that he would not make it in time. However, after awhile, he noticed his senior 
colleagues arrived nearly at the end of their allotted time. The 15 minutes often stretched to closer to 20 minutes. Now McCaul works a little 
longer in his office before going to vote.

11:40 a.m.    |  In the Capitol
We travel through a maze of corridors underground between the Cannon building and the Capitol. Before entering the gallery to watch the 
voting, everyone, including McCaul’s staff, had to check-in their cameras, cell phones and recording devices. 

The only cameras in the room belong to C-Span, which are mounted just below the balcony. McCaul’s press secretary said it is to protect 
congress members from the concern that their words and opinions would be taken out of context. 

1:15 p.m.   | Committee briefing
Mandy Bowers, a senior staff member for Homeland Security, arrives to give a briefing on Project 28, a pilot project that builds 28 miles of 
wall along the Mexico-U.S. border. 
Project 28 has $8 billion in funding and starts initially in Arizona. It is later expected to expand to Texas, however the pilot program has not 
gone as well as hoped. It began in April and the border patrol was supposed to take control of the system June 13, but they refused until it 
was more functional. When additional tests in July failed, the developers changed management. 

1:45 p.m.   | Cyber warfare  
Kevin Gronberg, a staff member for Homeland Security Committee, briefs McCaul 
on preparation of a new program designed to combat cyber warfare. The effort will be 
announced to the public and the media at the beginning of November. The concern is foreign 
countries could potentially shut down major infrastructure through computer hacking.

3 p.m.   |  Drop-by visit from Samsung  
A lobbyist from Samsung introduces himself and discusses White Space, which is the extra 
and unused channels that give only grainy black and white images on the T.V. Technology 
is available to create devices that would stream Internet through those unused channels, 
but some companies have expressed concern about potential problems with interference. 
If the channeling device is too close to someone else’s T.V. it could cause problems. The 
lobbyist told McCaul that Samsung supports using the White Space channels, but wants any 
channeling devices in a fixed location to prevent interference.  

4 p.m.   |  The president
McCaul gets an allergy shot before going to the White House for a special dinner with the president. The congressman is invited to the White 
House about four times a year with a few other members.

10:30 a.m.   | Security check
We returned to his office for a few minutes break before the next press conference. 

When entering the Cannon building, we are not checked by security as McCaul’s guests. He must be wearing his congressional pin on his 
lapel as he escorts his companions inside. This is a privilege exclusively allowed to members of Congress.

U.S.  Rep. Michael McCaul is serving his second term, which ends next year, representing the 
10th District of Texas in the United States Congress. He plans to run for re-election.

Born in 1962, McCaul is originally from Dallas, where he attended a Jesuit preparatory college. 
He went to San Antonio and graduated with a bachelor’s in business and history from Trinity 
University. McCaul also received his Juris Doctor from St. Mary’s University School of Law and 
completed the Senior Executive Fellows Program of the School of Government at Harvard 
University. He eventually served as Texas Deputy Attorney General and as a federal prosecutor 
for the Department of Justice.

He is married to Linda Mays McCaul. Together the McCauls have five children.

U.S. Rep. Michael MccaUl

House committees 
Committee on Homeland Security
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Committee on Science and Technology
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
House Republican Policy Committee

During the last week of September, three of the Community Impact Newspaper staff, including publisher John Garrett, editor Cathy Kincaid and Round Rock/Pflugerville assistant editor 
Christi Covington, traveled to Washington D.C. to meet with local congressmen. The goal was to follow their normal schedule and report on efforts to meet local needs on a national level. 

Local Office: 
5929 Balcones Drive, Ste. 305, Austin
473-2357
www.house.gov/mccaul/

Reporter’s Note: The day we spent 
with the Congressman was marked by 
two primary activities: walking and 
talking. We went back and forth from 
the Capitol and other surrounding 
buildings.  Between meetings, 
McCaul’s staff briefed him on the bills 
up for vote throughout the day. While 
interesting and informative, the day 
was anything but glamorous.

-Christi Covington, Round Rock/
Pflugerville assistant editor

290

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul speaks at 
a press conference in support of the 
Conquer Childhood Cancer Act of 2006.
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Immigration and homeland security

When U.S. representatives 
John Carter and Michael McCaul 
talk to their constituents, they 
find people repeatedly bring up 
the same topic—immigration. 

“It is the No. 1 issue, maybe 
even more important than home-
land security [to citizens],” Mc-
Caul said.  “It’s the top one or 
two. I have never seen more peo-
ple angry in politics. We have the 
problem of illegal labor and the 
Other Than Mexicans who come 
here.”

Immigration concerns encom-
pass everything from national 
security to economics to health-

care, Carter said. 
“Most people agree we have a 

need for workers in the country,” 
said the former Williamson Coun-
ty district judge. “I think people 
should be legal in the country – 
invited in, they follow the rules 
and then let them in. We have got 
12 million who do not follow the 
rules. We have to figure out what 
we are going to do with them, and 
I am not one to give any slack.”

This year, Carter has authored 
two bills and recently introduced 
them to congressional committees 
where they must be approved 
before reaching the floor of the 

by CHriSti Covington

Editor’s Note: When both congressmen mentioned the immigration issue was a top concern for Central Texans, we 
knew we needed to address the subject in a snapshot feature. This page barely touches on all the problems and needs. 
Our purpose was to present a bit of each of your representative’s view along with some thoughts of local constituents. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul discusses immigration issues with Homeland Security 
Committee staffer Mandy Bowers.

House of Representatives. 
One requires identification 

cards with biometric identifiers 
for anyone residing in the U.S. and 
the other increases legal enforce-
ment against illegal immigrants. 

A third bill that is yet to be 
introduced is a worker program 
that requires illegal immigrants 
to accept a criminal charge on 
their record, but allows them to 
stay and work without a path to 
citizenship.

Andrew Martinez, president 
of the Austin Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce, sees the need for a 
worker’s program. He said that as 
the Austin area continues to grow, 
the economy requires the services 
provided by Mexican immigrants, 
largely in construction labor.  

“Lets get them out of the shad-
ows,” he said. “Lets legitimize and 
get them to work here.”

Immigration issues concern 
even more than service industry 
jobs, Carter said. Of the top U.S. 
engineering programs, fewer and 
fewer students that graduate with 
a doctorate are American citizens, 
according to his office. That situ-

H.R. 3851
Increases the number of full-time border patrol agents and requires a plan for •	
recruitment and retention from the Secretary of Homeland Security
Affirms state and local law enforcement are authorized and directed to enforce •	
immigration law for illegal aliens who have been ordered removed
Requires Immigration and Customs Enforcement to post all warrants for illegal alien •	
offenders on the National Crime Information Center database
Increases the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program funding authorization to help •	
state and local law enforcement comply 
Doubles the criminal penalties for illegal aliens in possession of a firearm and/or a •	
controlled substance

Carter sponsored this bill
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Oct. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

H.r. 4073 
Requires the Commissioner of Social Security to create a new Social Security card for •	
citizens using biometric identifiers and tamper-proof safeguards
Requires illegal aliens to obtain a similar identification card, including criminal •	
penalties for non-compliance
Excludes illegal aliens from receiving Social Security benefits for work completed •	
while residing illegally within the United States

Carter sponsored this bill
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Nov. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

Future legislation by Carter
A bill will implement a probationary non-citizen worker program that requires illegal 
immigrants to admit they came to the U.S. illegally, accept a criminal charge on their 
record, but will allow them to stay and work within an accountable and effective 
employment system that does not offer a path to citizenship.

Immigration legislation
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"I’ve been working 
with the construction 
industry since 1978. As 
professional surveyors, we 
are not really impacted 
very much, but people we 
work with in construction 
are. There are so many 
forgeries and illegal 
documents. As far as the 
employers are concerned, 

they basically leave it to those individuals to 
provide them with the paperwork [the employers] 
need. It’s not that they turn a blind eye; it’s just that 
they have to work with what they are given at face 
value. Right now, there’s not any kind of a database 
or a number that they can call to check. They’re 
really at the mercy of these documents. I know 
of two stories where the social security numbers 
ended up being from a man who had passed away 
in 1958, and the other one was from a person who 
had passed away as well. There’s a whole network 
of people who recover these various numbers. 

When I was up in the Dallas area in the 70’s, 
immigration [officials] would pull up on the 
site and then there wouldn’t be a crew for two 
weeks until they filtered back in. But it’s not even 
happening anymore. Immigration does not pull up 
on job sites, or very rarely. But when those vans 
pulled up on the job site people would be scattered 
in all directions. The first time I witnessed it, I 
didn’t have a clue what was happening. I thought 
something was falling, like the road or something. 
You don’t see immigration like you used to; I don’t 
know what happened within the organization, but 
I know it’s nothing like what it used to be.

That’s where I think the politicians don’t want 
to wake that sleeping dog because it is such an 
impact economically to these various companies. 
The immigration problem is a lot deeper than an 
immigration van pulling up and scattering all the 
people."

Chuck Walker, owner of Walker Texas Surveyors 

“It has an obvious impact at a local level because 
we have immigrant or undocumented workers who 
contribute to the economy of Texas. They have an 
impact on a personal level because we know them on 
a personal level. We have families, relatives.

The concept of requiring identification cards—that 
would be interesting. That means if you look a certain 

way, we might have to carry 
cards around. For those of 
us with Mexican ancestry, 
we don’t walk around with 
a birth certificate in our 
pocket.” 

Carlos Salinas, member of 
Congressman John Carter’s 

Hispanic Council

Combating cyber warfare 
Other efforts for homeland security

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul has attracted attention to what he considers another major front for 
homeland security—some foreign countries have the ability to potentially shut down major 
infrastructure in the U.S. through computer hacking.
“There have been multiple intrusions from foreign powers,” McCaul said. “If files were taken from 
the Pentagon, then it would be very concerning. It is because they are virtual that we do not notice 
as much.”
McCaul regularly receives briefings from the staff of the Congressional Homeland Security 
Committee concerning the issue. 
“Through cyber [attacks] they could do physical damage in the physical world,” said Kevin 
Gronberg, a Homeland Security staffer, in September. “If we are not secure, we are vulnerable to 
espionage or a physical attack.”
In response, McCaul, with The Center for Strategic and International Studies and 
Congressmen Jim Langevin (D-Rhode Island), announced Oct. 30 a bipartisan Commission on 
Cyber Security for the 44th Presidency – the administration that will take office in January 2009.  
This commission will develop recommendations for a comprehensive strategy for organizing and 
prioritizing efforts to secure America’s computer networks and critical infrastructure.  
Austinite and retired Navy Admiral Bobby Inman, who is also the Lyndon B. Johnson National 
Policy Chair at the University of Texas, will co-chair the commission of 31 members. Work will be 
completed by December 2008. 

ation makes it more challenging 
for high tech employers, such as 
Samsung and Dell Inc., to employ 
American citizens.

 According to current law, Mar-
tinez agrees it is very difficult to 
gain worker status. 

“Immigration laws needs to 
be reformed,” Martinez said. “It 
is not implementable. It needs to 
be more realistic to the needs we 
have. Many people want to work 
here and not be citizens.”

A green card gives official im-
migration status in the absence of 
citizenship. The application must 
be approved by the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services. 

First, the appropriate form must 
be filed with a sponsor who al-
ready has citizenship status. 
Sponsors are usually an employer 
or relative because the immigrant 
must have an American advocate 
to enter the country. 

The wait period to get into 
the U.S. depends on the method 
of entrance. A brother trying 
to move from Mexico with the 
help of his American sister has 
a wait of around 12 to 15 years, 
according to the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, which 
is under the Department of 
Homeland Security. "We educate all of the 

kids who come to us that 
live within our district. We 
really don’t have any data on 
whether the students here are 
legal immigrants or illegal 
immigrants or anything 
besides that. At last count, 
1,338 — or 4.6 percent — 
of our students are in our 
English language learning 
programs, which include English as a second language 
and bilingual education together. The point for us is 
to educate all the children who live within our district 
and provide the services they need to be effective 
learners. For some of our students, that means the 
ESL program where they receive their core instruction 
in English and support services for those language 
difficulties that they face. The state does allow some 
testing for those kids that are in bilingual programs 
that [are printed] in their native language, although 
they have to transition within three years to taking an 
English language exam." 

Bill Britcher, executive director of school and 
community relations for the Leander Independent 

School District
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Jodi Hendrix 
practices holistic 
healing.

Hands on 
Physical 
Therapy

During the last 29 years, 
Austin Foam Plastics has 
produced the foam pieces 
that protect technology 
products for major 
companies such as Dell Inc. 

Austin Foam 
Plastics
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New art option for higher education
by CHriSti Covington

Round Rock is about to add another 
dimension to its opportunities for 
higher education.

Next spring, the nationally recog-
nized Art Institute will open a school 
in the former Farmers Insurance 
building, now named Frontera Cross-
ing, at Toll 45 and IH 35, according to 
David Putman, executive vice presi-
dent at Moore & Associates.

“It is pretty exciting,” Putman said. 
“It rounds out the higher education we 
have here.”

So far, three other higher education 
entities have stamped their claim on 
Round Rock, including Texas State 
University, Austin Community Col-
lege and Texas A&M University. 

These schools all provide a range 
of studies with medical programs a 
dominant theme. However, the Art 
Institute brings its own obvious em-
phasis — art.  

While AI is not yet ready to discuss 
its plans in Central Texas, the Educa-
tion Management Corporation Web 
site listed 10 positions available for 
the Art Institute of Austin, including 
everything from an accounting super-
visor to a president. Putman said they 
plan to open by next April.

The school will be called the Art 
Institute of Austin because of its Aus-
tin postal address, although it actu-
ally lies in Round Rock city limits. By 
mid-November, a banner hung on the 

building facing IH 35 announcing the 
new tenant.

At this time, of the more than 35 Art 
Institute schools in the United States, 
Texas has two with one in Dallas and 
one in Houston. 

Many of the schools offer four differ-
ent genres of art, including media, de-
sign, fashion and culinary. 

Round Rock’s location will have all of 
the programs except culinary, Putman 
said. 

Under these headings, AI studies can 
include everything from fashion design 
to media arts and animation to indus-
trial design technology.

Both of the current Texas institutes 
in Dallas and Houston offer either an 
associate’s or bachelor’s degree. 

Moore & Associates began seeking 
AI as a tenant this summer soon after 
purchasing the building from Farmers 
Insurance in June.  

The school will lease around 40,000 
sq. ft. of the first floor. The total build-
ing has 160,000 sq. ft. 

Putman said although Moore & 
Associates already owns additional 
Round Rock property at the Summit at 
La Frontera, they would like to begin 
acquiring more property in the area be-
cause of the transportation infrastruc-
ture, surrounding amenities, high vis-
ibility and the business climate. 

“The same qualities that attracted us 
were desirable to AI,” he said.

Frontera Crossing

a r t  i n s t i t u t e
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Almost three years ago, Bev and Don 
Adam, owners of Sweet Serendipity, pur-
chased a historic building downtown on 
the square. They had decided it was time 
their thriving candy business had a store-
front. But the previously vacant, 111-year-
old building needed work — a lot of work.

The couple took advantage of George-
town’s Main Street Program. Bev ap-
proached the program’s manager, went 
over her options with the appropriate city 
groups and experts and applied for Main 
Street funding. 

As a result, the couple received more than 
$7,000 in matching funds for renovations, 
such as roof repairs, window and trim re-
placement, adding signage and painting, 
on their newly acquired building.

“It’s a wonderful program to help revital-
ize the downtown area,” she said. “It’s ex-
pensive to do a renovation, so if you can get 
funds from some place to assist you, it’s less 
out-of-pocket expense.”

Bev believes in the program so much 
that she is now serving a second term on 
the Main Street Advisory Board.

This year, Georgetown celebrated its 25th 
anniversary of becoming a Main Street City 
and more than a quarter century of active 
downtown revitalization. 

“Georgetown is a model [Main Street] 
community,” said Debra Farst, coordinator 
for the Texas Main Street Program, a part of 
the Texas Historical Commission. “They’ve 
done a really good job maintaining what 
they’ve got and enhancing it over time.” 

Certified by the Texas Main Street Pro-
gram, Georgetown’s Main Street Program 
adheres to the policies of the state agency, 
which is under the auspice of the National 
Main Street Institute run by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Becoming a member means undergo-
ing an intensive application process, said 
Shelly Hargrove, Georgetown’s Main Street 
Program manager, adding that each year, 
no more than five cities are admitted into 
the state program. City officials determine 
if they will renew their contract with the 
state agency on an annual basis.

The purpose of the Texas Main Street 
Program, Hargrove said, is to promote his-
toric preservation and economic revitaliza-
tion in communities. The program assists 
commercial (not residential) property 
owners in downtown districts. Property 
does not have to be designated as historic 
to qualify for Main Street help, but historic 
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Alamo Drafthouse, a popular 
cinema known for its eclectic 
films, gives moviegoers a 
unique experience that’s hard 
to find elsewhere. 

Austin School  
of Music
Todd Barth founded 
Pfluger-Rock and the 
Northwest School of 
Music.

Margarite Holt and her 
husband noticed a storefront 
empty in Georgetown and 
took an interest. 

Hill Country 
bookstore

Before becoming a free-
standing gift shop in Taylor, 
Frills was a side venture of 
Mary Linda Hays and her 
husband, Harlan.

Alamo drafthouse - 
Lake Creek

Frills

How preserving a historic downtown can positively affect a city’s future
by SHannon Colletti

Before After

In 1982, the Mileham Building, located on Austin Avenue in the square, had fallen into a state of disrepair (left). When Bev and Donald Adam bought the 
building in 2005, they used funds from Georgetown's Main Street Program to do major renovations.

buildings are generally the ones who need 
help the most, Hargrove said.

The program functions on a four-point 
approach — organization, design, promo-
tion and economic restructuring — all 
within the context of historic preservation. 
Established in 1981, the program has assist-
ed 90 communities throughout the state. 

As a member city, downtown building 
and business owners can reap benefits, 
such as evaluations by an historic preserva-
tion architect and consultations about vi-
sual merchandising and window display. 

When downtown business owners such 
as Bev Adam want to change or improve 
the look of their businesses — for example, 
by painting, modifying awnings or adding 
lighting — they can get assistance from 
Main Street. 

Strict historic preservation principles 
and design guidelines must be followed, 
however. Georgetown’s Historic & Archi-
tectural Review Commission and the Main 
Street Advisory Board advise both the city 
council and business owners as to what 
they deem appropriate, as laid out in the 
city’s design and development guidelines.

Another integral benefit of Main Street is 
that business owners can receive financial 
assistance for improvements they decide to 
do. Since 1998, business owners can apply 
for a façade reimbursement grant and po-
tentially have up to $10,000 reimbursed by 
Main Street. In Fiscal Year 2006/07, Main 
Street granted this type of incentive to sev-
en businesses totaling nearly $23,500. 

Funding for Main Street comes primar-
ily from the city. For the current fiscal year, 

the program received more than $137,000 
of city funds. Additional funding will come 
from fund-raisers, such as Main Street’s an-
nual Red Poppy Festival, and donations.

“One of the misconceptions people have 
about the Main Street Program is that all 
the money is free, from some grant or the 
federal government,” Hargrove said. “But 
it’s really a grassroots type of program. If 
the locals don’t grasp it and run with it, it 
won’t work. But for Georgetown, it was a 
perfect fit.”

Hargrove also mentioned the need for a 
city to stick with the program long-term in 
order to see the benefits.

“I think when some people get into the 
Main Street Program, they think it’s going 
to save everything and it’s going to happen 
overnight,” she said. “It just doesn’t. Your 
downtown didn’t go downhill overnight, 
and it’s not going to come back overnight.”

In 1981, the need for revitalization in 
downtown Georgetown had become ap-
parent. Buildings had been poorly altered 
in an effort to modernize or abandoned al-
together. Independently owned businesses 
struggled against competition from shop-
ping centers like Austin’s Highland Mall.

“When the [Main Street] program be-
gan, the buildings were in a universal state 
of disrepair and downtown was pretty 
stagnant as far as new businesses coming 
in,” said Linda McCalla, Georgetown’s first 
Main Street Program manager. “The com-
munity just embraced the concept in a big 
way.”

The total public investment in down-
town building, streetscape and renovation 

projects has reached $120.9 million since 
1982.

Georgetown has received much recog-
nition for downtown revitalization excel-
lence. In 1997, it became the first Texas city 
to be named a Great American Main Street 
City, the highest honor bestowed by the 
National Trust. 

In addition to the pride many George-
town residents feel toward the charming 
beauty of their downtown, historic preser-
vation has another significant effect, said 
Tom Yantis, assistant city manager. Many 
reports and studies have proven that it has 
a positive economic impact on the com-
munity. 

He said the downtown area, especially 
the square, has been pivotal in bringing 
new businesses to town.

“I would say of all the major deals we’ve 
landed, one of the key decision makers for 
those companies has been their experience 
on the square,” Yantis said. “They’ve said 
there’s just a feeling about being there that 
is welcoming and makes them feel like this 
is the place they want to bring their busi-
ness. You can’t ask for much more than that 
for an economic development tool in your 
toolbox to have.”

Yantis credited Main Street for being a 
forerunner in making downtown George-
town so appealing.

“[The Main Street Program] has led to 
the rehabilitation of the single most im-
portant asset the city has, which is its town 
square,” he said. “The next phase is making 
sure we have all those buildings occupied 
with the right mix of businesses.”  

Georgetown’s Main Street Program celebrates 25 years of success 
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Mike Krusee, district 52 state representative

Education: Attended Georgetown University
Family: Married, five children
Contact: 463-0670; Capitol Office, Room CAP 1N.9
Austin

Q. What will be the effect in Leander once the MetroRail 
becomes operational in the spring?
A. We got what we hoped for in that we built a 
commuter rail basically out to nowhere when we had 
the election about this. The right thing happened. 
[Leander Mayor John] Cowman said, “This is what we 
need to do,” and then he just took it and ran. He was so 
enthusiastic. I’d never had anybody before who all I had 
to do was give the idea to. He got the 2,000 acres in the 
area. He hired the right people to do the charrette; he 
was just doing everything right. 

So, a lot of what the commuter rail is going to do for 
Leander has already happened. I think it will be less 
successful than it should be because Austin chose 
not to build the downtown circulator in a timely 
manner. People don’t want to get off the train and get 
onto a bus. If you get off the train and get into a nice 
streetcar…that’s now going to take us three or four 
years to do the election, design it and get the cars. 
When that happens, you’ll see a jump again.

Before he sits down, State Rep. Mike Krusee puts down the iPhone that he bought on 
the first day they were available. He has never been afraid of new technology and 
innovation, whether it’s a cell phone or a MetroRail system, of which he was a major 

proponent. Krusee has served as the representative for District 52 — including Taylor 
and parts of north Austin, Georgetown and Round Rock — since 1993. In November, he 
announced he would not run for re-election when his term expires in January 2009.

 Q. Will Cedar Park be successful in getting Capital Metro 
to build a rail stop for them without paying into it?

A. Cedar Park has an uphill fight; how do they justify 
being on the system? I’ve been after Cedar Park for 
years to do it. They don’t have John Cowman. They just 
want to stand up and say, “We would like to have a stop 
here, and you’ve already built it all, so why don’t you 
just make one for us.”  That’s not fair.

Q. In a letter to Capital Metro, the Cedar Park city staff 
wrote that it would be economically advantageous for 
Capital Metro to build a Cedar Park stop.

A. You	can	make	that	argument,	and	it	even	can	
have some legitimacy, but it’s still not equitable to the 
people that have been paying the taxes. It’s just not fair 
to the people in Austin and Leander and everywhere 
else on the system that they pay into it and then Cedar 
Park makes an argument that since it’s next to them, 
they should have a stop. 
Maybe it would get more riders, but it still doesn’t make 
it the right thing to do. 

Q. What do you hope your legacy is in the legislature?
A. I tried to engage people in a fair and constructive 
manner. When I first got in to the legislature, I had 
models for my behavior. Paul Sadler was one of them. He 
always conducted himself in a fair way with everyone. 

I try to do the same thing and work with my colleagues 
to achieve calm, and that was lacking in the last session. 
It doesn’t bother me when colleagues’ policy differs 
with mine. It’s no fun to just work with people who 
agree with you.

Q. Why is it important for area government to think 
regionally?

A. In the ’90s all the political groups in the area fought 
and competed, and everyone suffered. The goals of 
these cities’ and counties’ efforts were to stop other 
people’s efforts. Leaders were jealous, and there was a 
tit-for-tat mentality; ‘you kept us from having a baseball 
team, so we’re going to keep you from having water.’ 
There was such distrust and nothing got done. Things 
have changed a lot since then. Cities refer leads to one 

another. Who cares where Samsung goes. It will create 
such wealth all around that it doesn’t matter. There’s 
strong competition to land a company like that, it takes 
all of us together. When I landed a position of power 
as the lieutenant to the speaker of the house, I went 
to the City of Austin and said, ‘I know you might be 
worried because a Williamson County representative is 
in power, but I want Austin to succeed; and we will end 
Austin bashing. We will find common ground in issues.'

Q. Who do you admire in state government now?
A. Rick Perry has had the courage to stand up for 
doing what needs to be done. I also admire that TxDOT 
has gone from just spending the money given to them, 
to making a goal of reducing congestion in Texas. 

Q. How did you become interested in transportation?
A. I was never interested in it. I thought it was a 
boring, unsexy issue. I thought ‘how complicated is it? 
There’s not a lot of room for innovation and reform.’ I 
spent much of the ‘90s on education with Governor 
Bush. 

What changed everything was when Dell announced 
they would be going into Nashville instead of Austin 
due to roads. They promised ‘just in time’ delivery 
and nothing in Central Texas can arrive ‘just in time’ 
on these roads. That potentially lost us 10,000 jobs. 
That’s when I realized, education is important, but 
so is transportation and there actually is room for 
innovation...in fact there’s a desperate need for it.

Q. What do you like to read?
A. I read a lot of history books. A lot of ideas can come 
from them. I was reading the Steven Ambrose’s book 
Nothing Like It In The World, about the building of the 
Transcontinental Railroad. I drew a lot of comparisons 
from it to the Trans Texas Corridor. The fascinating thing 
to me at the time was that it was financed through 
future land value. It was built in the 1860s during the 
civil war when there was no money.


