
n o v e m b e r  2007  |  volume 2, issue 8

Community Corridor: 
Bagdad Rd.
Page 19

Williamson County 
Symphony Orchestra
Page 26

in
s
id

e

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
CEDAR PARK, TX
PERMIT NO. 197

Holiday Retail Guide
Pages 23-25

CONTINUED ON |15

by Kara Vaught

Community Savings Guide begins page 31

Printed on recycled paper

Business Profiles
Just in Time Gifts
Page 6

Pet Connection 
Superstore 
Page 4

Larry Ford, owner of Pet 
Connection Superstore 

Cedar Park plans for residential build out within the decade
w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m

CONTINUED ON | 14

Permit revenue source expected to shift to commercial
by Kara Vaught

As Cedar Park approaches build out, fewer new homes 
will be constructed each year, resulting in less residential 
permit fee money in the city budget. In addition to prop-
erty taxes and sales tax, permit fees are a large source of 
city revenue.

Estimates of residential build out in Cedar Park range 
from 2012 to 2016.

“[Permits] will decrease, but will never abate,” said Mark 
Lewis, director of building inspections. “There will always 
be stuff going on, but not at the level we have been seeing 
in the last couple of years.”
Decrease there, increase here

With an eye on the future, city leaders have examined 
ways to maintain stability despite a decrease in residential 
permitting revenue.

LEANDER

AUSTIN

ROUND ROCK

JONESTOWN

Cedar Park and Leander permit history

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Year Number of 
permits 
issued

Amount 
of fees 

collected

Percentage 
of total city 

revenue

Story HigHligHtS  
• City planners Count the number of lots remaining

• growth spurt expeCted in leander as Cedar park 
approaChes build out

 Leander 1,152 $1,284,459 6%
 Cedar Park 6,371 $1,627,928 11%

 Leander 980 $967,403 3.2%
 Cedar Park 6,166 $1,448,224 9.8%
 
 Leander 1,040 $1,099,855 2.9% 
 Cedar Park 7,779 $1,807,322 8.9%

 Leander 1,062 $1,470,857 4% 
 Cedar Park 9,192 $2,108,892 10.5%

 Leander 1,338 $1,671,251 3.5% 
 Cedar Park           6,876 $1,607,392      8% (est.)

Zoned Development Reserve: 
 No zoning has been applied.   
       While some structures may exist,  
 the majority of these areas are 
 undeveloped and could be   
 utilized in the future.

Landlocked: Cedar Park is surrounded by the city limits and extra-territorial 
jurisdictions* of Leander, Round Rock, Austin and Jonestown.

Cedar Park vital stats
•  Current population: About 50,000 in city limits, 20,000 in  

extra-territorial jurisdiction
•  Projected maximum population: 95,000
•  Estimated number of single-family lots left: 5,829
•  Estimated number of residents the city will gain from 

single-family homes: More than 18,000
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*Extra-territorial jurisdiction, or ETJ, is the land around 
city limits over which the city has control. A city's ETJ 
land is also eligible for annexation.

City

Source: Cedar Park and Leander permit departments

Cedar Park is approaching a time when it will be 
virtually built out. It is landlocked — bordered on all 
sides by the city limits or extra-territorial jurisdictions 
of other cities.
Maximum capacity

“We’ve had projections of build out as early as 
2012 and as late as 2015 or ’16 based on growth 
patterns,” said Duane Smith, director of planning and 
development. “There are other variables in there such 

as the economy and 
what forces interact on 
you that you have no 
control over.”

Smith said a 
population estimate of 
95,000 is a reasonable 
maximum.

However, the city will 
never tack the words 
“No Vacancy” under its 
city limits signs. People 
constantly move in and 

out of town, older buildings can be redeveloped and 
many neighborhoods have a scattering of vacant lots, 
Smith said.

“You start looking at transition areas, or areas that 
are going to infill or redevelop,” Smith said. “So even 
though your parameters may be pretty well used up, 
you have a lot of internal stuff that may change over 
the years. It doesn’t mean that there’s no activity.”

Mayor Bob Lemon also notes that residential build 
out will occur more quickly than commercial build 
out.

“Our city is not going to be built out in five years; 
we are going to be built out residentially in five 
years. Then we’ll have five to 10 years of commercial 
growth.”
Tallying the lots

Cedar Park’s offices of planning and building 
inspections recently completed an inventory of 
existing and anticipated single-family lots left in the 
city and its ETJ. 

It divided the lots into four categories: lots currently 
defined and available for construction, lots shown 
on preliminary plats, estimates of lots in undefined 

IN DECEMBER:
As population growth 
moves north, what is 
Leander's 
plan for 
the future?
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During the past eighteen 
months, many of you have 
seen me around the business 
community. Through my 
experiences as an account 
executive, I came to enjoy the 
people who live and work in 
Cedar Park and Leander. Now, 
as General Manager, I’m excited 
about this opportunity to become 
even more involved in the 
community. 

As Cedar Park and Leander 
experience tremendous amounts 
of growth, the cities must keep 
a close watch on the resources 
available. Cedar Park faces a 
challenge unique to this region: 
it has no more room to expand. 
In this issue, we explore the 
dynamics of a landlocked city 
facing the possibility of residential 
build out in 5-10 years. As 
building shifts from mostly 
residential to mostly commercial, 

Laura Wickett
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lwickett@impactnews.com
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Published 13 times annually

How to get a Community Impact Newspaper
Community Impact Newspaper is published 13 times a year and 
mailed to more than 207,000 households and businesses in the 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Taylor and Austin areas.

In a world of free Internet news and decreasing newspaper 
circulation, the Community Impact staff believes readers still want 
the printed story. Each month, all residents in each of our markets 
through direct mail receive a free copy of quality content specifically 
covering the news and information that will affect them.

Publication Dates
Round Rock and Pflugerville: 
First Friday of each month
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor: 
Second Friday of each month
Cedar Park and Leander: 
Third Friday of each month
Northwest Austin: 
Fourth Friday of each month

Subscriptions in our other markets are available

$39
$71.50
$87.75
$104

$3
$2.75
$2.25
$2
$3.50

One market
Two markets
Three markets
Four markets
Back issue

One year 
(13 issues)

Per 
issue

Subscription 
Rates

For more information, call 989-6808.

Laura Wickett 
General Manager
lwickett@
impactnews.com

Kara Vaught 
Senior Writer 
kvaught@
impactnews.com

Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the first Friday of 
the month.

Hockey headed to Cedar Park event center
The City of Cedar Park signed a 

memorandum of understanding Nov. 
1 with Hicks Sports Group detailing 
the plans for the future events center 
in Founder’s Park at the corner of 
New Hope Road and 183A Toll.

The grand opening is tentatively 
scheduled for August 2009.

According to the document, the 
center’s budget will not exceed $55 
million; $44.5 million from the city 
and $10.5 million from Hicks. The 
primary tenant will be the American Hockey League affiliate of the 
Dallas Stars, which is now located in Des Moines, Iowa. The team is 
expected to begin play in Cedar Park on Oct. 1, 2010.

The center will include between 6,000 and 6,800 regular seats, 
24 luxury seats, 500 club seats, a club and VIP lounge and flexible 
space for community events. Its design will allow a variety of 
applications, including basketball, rodeos, concerts, family shows 
and trade shows in addition to ice hockey.

The first car of the future 
Capital Metro commuter rail 
line arrived in Austin Oct. 22. 
It made the journey to Austin 
on four 18-wheelers.

Service on the Red Line 
is expected to begin in the 
fall of 2008. It will run from 
Leander to downtown Austin 
during morning, afternoon and peak hours. Other shuttles will be 
added as needed. For more information, visit www.capmetro.org.

First commuter rail car arrives in Austin

The first rail car arriving in Austin

Randy Locey, Dallas Stars 
executive vice president of 
business operations, and Cedar 
Park Mayor Bob Lemon

the revenue the city receives from 
home permits will taper off. There 
is no cause for alarm, however, as 
proceeds from business permits 
are expected to increase.

We are on the brink of the 
busiest shopping season of the 
year. In the same way that the 
Austin small business community 
wants to “Keep Austin Weird,” 
we want to promote the local 
businesses in Cedar Park and 
Leander. This month we feature a 
holiday retail guide to encourage 
you to shop locally. 

I look forward to continuing 
Community Impact’s support of 
this area with timely information 
on local development, 
transportation updates and issues 
that affect our quality of life 
while maintaining the same level 
of expertise and integrity that 
you’ve seen over the past eighteen 
months. I welcome your feedback 
and comments. 

Laura Wickett
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by Mark Collins

CEDAR PARk BuSINESS - PET CoNNECTIoN SuPERSToRE

Oldest pet store in town uses newest grooming tool

Larry Ford, Pet Connection Superstore owner, and Serena Barton, groomer

Pet Connection Superstore
600 S. Bell Ave., Ste. 100

331-6742

Closer
    Look 

Twenty-four years ago, Larry Ford started a tiny pet 
shop with no experience in the industry. Now he owns the 
oldest pet store in Cedar Park.

From the comfort of his 5,000 sq. ft. location, Ford can 
look across the parking lot at the 900 sq. ft. shop Pet Con-
nection Superstore first occupied.

“I had $500 cash in my pocket, no vehicle and nothing 
but the clothes on my back,” Ford said. 

He slowly nursed Pet Connection to health while living 
in a small apartment and putting in long hours at the 
store.

Now, according to Ford, Pet Connection is filled with “a 
little bit of everything.” Ford manages the store with Sam 
McAdams. The duo have more than 45 years of combined 
pet store experience.

“People know that if they need help, this is the place to 
go,” McAdams said. “No matter what problem they have, 
99 percent of the problems will be solved right here in the 
store.”

Serena Barton has groomed pets for four years and is 
the only one in Cedar Park who trained under a certified 
master groomer. She uses Hydrosurge technology, which 
she said feels more like a massage to pets than a cleaning.

Throughout the years, 
Ford and McAdams have 
expanded the store's inven-
tory.

“We’ve got a great selec-
tion. You can’t walk into 
another store and see the 
different types and different 
brand names or selection 
of products we have here,” 
Ford said.

He is also proud of the 
support the shop has from 
pet owners in the area.

“We’ve got a great loca-

R A R e  A n d  e xot i c  p e t S  AvA i l A B l e 
At  p e t  co n n e c t i o n  S u p e R S to R e 
i n c lu d e :

• Albino ball python
• Bearded dragon
• Leopard geckos
• Green-winged macaw
• Blue and gold macaw
• Congo African gray
• Mullucan cockatoo
• Umbrella cockatoo

Ball pythons, two of which are albino

FM 1431

N

tion and a lot of good, loyal customers who, without 
them, I wouldn’t be here,” Ford said. “I’ll be here for a lot 
longer.”

Brushy Creek Rd.

Cypress Creek Rd.

Buttercup Creek Blvd.

Pet Connection       
    Superstore



NOVEMBER  2007 5iMpact NEws.cOM

 Hospital art tour
The Cedar Park Regional Medical Center at 3401 Medical 
Parkway will host an Art Walk and Hospital Sneak Peek 
to benefit the Leander Educational Excellence Foundation 
Nov. 17 from 4 – 7 p.m. CPRMC is home to more than 80 
original and commissioned pieces by 60 local area artists. 
The celebration features hospital tours, a silent auction 
and wine tasting. Tickets are $25 for an individual or $40 
for a couple. For tickets or more information about LEEF, 
visit http://leanderedfound.org. 

 
      Holiday craft fair
Cedar Park High School's Project Graduation will 
host the Annual Holiday Bazaar at CPHS, 2150 Cypress 
Creek Road, Nov. 17. The sixth annual fund-raiser will 
run from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and feature arts, crafts and food 
for the whole family. Admission is $1 for adults. For more 
information, contact Peggy de la Rosa, 335-4438.

A Christmas memory
The Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., 
will host a book discussion for adults Dec. 11 about “A 
Christmas Memory” by Truman Capote. The book is 
an autobiographical look at Capote’s boyhood in rural 
Alabama. For more information, call 259-5353 or e-mail 
library@cedarparktx.us.
         

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com

CEDAR PARk BuSINESS - PET CoNNECTIoN SuPERSToRE Impact  
Cedar Park
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        Preschool opening
A new private preschool has opened in Cedar Park at 
1905 El Salido Parkway. The Goddard School has 10 
different curriculum resources and focuses on building 
language for literacy. The ribbon cutting was Oct. 30, and 
the school opened Nov. 12. The Goddard School recom-
mends visiting the campus before registering. To arrange 
an appointment, call 258-5292 or e-mail cedarparktx@
goddardschools.com.

 Catch some ZZZs
Total Sleep Diagnostics celebrated a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Nov. 2 at its new location, 1103 Cypress Creek 
Road, Ste. 104. The sleep lab opened in early October and 
is open by appointment only from 9 p.m. – 6 a.m. Total 
Sleep works with patients to identify and treat sleeping 
problems and disorders. This is its seventh Austin loca-
tion. For more information, call 485-7150 or visit www.
totalsleep.com

 Shipping and copying
1890 Ranch, 1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H300, wel-
comed FedEx Kinko’s at a Nov. 8 ribbon cutting cer-
emony. The fax and copy center opened Oct. 15. Its hours 
are 7:30 a.m. – 9 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. – 6 
p.m. Saturdays and noon – 6 p.m. Sundays. For more in-
formation, call 528-9690 or visit www.FedExkinkos.com.

 Bikes for kids
Shooters Billiards and Sports Bar, 601 E. Whitestone 
Blvd., Ste. 532, is raising money for Shooters Bikes for 
Kids. Shooters is accepting donations and plans a dinner 
and poker tournament Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m. Smokey Mo’s 
will cater the event, and all proceeds are used to purchase 
bicycles in conjunction with the Hill Country Christmas 
Bureau. For more information, call 260-2060.
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        Pizza on the move
Cici’s Pizza has moved to 14005 N. US 183, Ste. 600. The 
pizza chain opened the new location Oct. 8 and serves 
diners from 10:45 a.m. – 10 p.m. every day, and until 11 
p.m. on Fridays. To order or for menu information, call 
258-8600 or visit www.cicispizza.com.

New restaurant delayed
The Cedar Park location of Threadgill’s is not expected 
to open before Spring 2008, according to management of 
the Austin-based restaurant best known for live music. 
Litigation between the eatery’s owner and its financier, 
who is also the developer of the building on FM 1431 
near the Railyard shopping center, is ongoing. The origi-
nal opening date was early 2007.

 Tutoring on the move
Tutor 180 has a new home at 1540 Cypress Creek Road 
at the intersection of Lakeline Boulevard and Cypress 
Creek Road. Owners Suzy and Dan Mahoney have part-
nered with their new neighbor, Cypress Creek Fitness 
for Women, to offer an incentive for attending tutoring. 
Tutor 180 customers receive a free workout, free first 
class or $20 off registration fees from the fitness center. 
For more information, call 401-9469 or visit www. 
tutor180.com.

 Book signing
Author Kathryn Bonner will be at the Christ Episcopal 
Church, 3600 Whitestone Blvd., from 4 – 6 p.m. Nov. 17 
to sign copies of her book, “Confessions of a Pastor’s 
Wife.” For more information, call 267-2428 or visit www.
awakeningslifecoaching.com.

 Prevent holiday weight gain
Amy and Yancy Culp, owners of sCULPture Nutrition 
& Fitness, will offer a free community workout and nu-
trition seminar Nov. 17 from 10 – 11:30 a.m. The event 
will take place at Brushy Creek Lake Park, 3300 Brushy 
Creek Road. Attendees will receive nutrition, fitness and 
cooking tips as well as a goody bag. Ages 15 and older of 
all fitness levels are welcome to attend. To register or for 
more information, call 517-7624 or visit www.sCULP 
turetexas.com.

 New Lakeline stores
Lakeline Mall, 11200 Lakeline Mall Drive, got a face lift 
with the addition of several new stores and the remodel-
ing of several others and some common areas. New ten-
ants include Bachrach, Bath Junkie, dELIA’S and Fanzz 
Sports Apparel & More. Bath & Body Works, Express, 
Victoria’s Secret and Wet Seal all underwent remodel-
ing projects. Wet Seal re-opened in early October, and 
the other revamped stores are expected to open by late 
November. For more information, call 257-7467 or visit 
www.lakelinemall.com.
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by Mark Collins

LEANDER BuSINESS - JuST IN TIME GIfTS

Closer
    Look 

Just in Time gifts opened three years ago in what used 
to be the front office of R & K Self Storage. 

Owner Karen Heisterman and manager Kelly Barks 
worked together at the storage shop for seven years before 
Heisterman purchased several torchiere lamps to sell in 
the office. The lights sold quickly, and the torchiere sales-
man suggested Heisterman try selling candles. 

When the candles sold more quickly than the lamps, 
Heisterman realized she may have a business on her 
hands.

“We reorganized the office to make it into a gift shop,” 
Barks said. “We had the space and the advantage of not 
having to pay rent.”

To fill the store, Heisterman and Barks traveled to 
Dallas Market Center, the largest wholesale merchandise 
resource in the world. The business partners browsed 
booths for three days before returning to Cedar Park with 
Willow Tree angels, handmade crosses and more candles. 
Just in Time Gifts was born.

“We thought about different names, but Just in Time fit 
because it’s much easier to stop off here rather than go to 

the mall or another big store,” Barks said.
The duo attends the Dallas Market Center each year to 

expand the store’s inventory.
“Every year, it has gradually gotten busier and busier,” 

Barks said.
What sets Just in Time Gifts apart from other gift stores 

is the high level of customer service, she said.
“If we don’t have something here, I’ll call and ask if 

other stores have it and send customers to them,” said 
Barks. “Hopefully they will do the same for us.”

Just in Time Gifts has participated in several local ven-
ues outside the shop, hosting a booth at the Leander Fall 
Festival, Vista Ridge High School Christmas Bazaar and 
the Leander High School Craft Market. 

Outside of these events, they rely mostly on word of 
mouth and storage customers for business.

“Guys come in here to pay their storage bill and say, 
‘I can’t let my wife come pay storage, or she’ll spend all 
our money,’” said Barks. “It’s nice to know we have things 
people want to buy.”

Kelly Barks, manager

Just in Time Gifts
2407 S. uS 183

259-3823

to p - S e l l i n g  i t e M S  F o R  t H e 
H o l i d Ay  S e A S o n :
• Tervis Tumblers
• Circle E candles
• Willow Tree Angels
• Crystal nail files
• Variety of crosses
• Costume jewelry New Hope Rd.

N

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Just in Time Gifts Osage Dr.

Inside Just in Time Gifts

Storage company gets into gifts accidentally
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News or questions about Leander? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com
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New police building
The Leander Police Department has moved into its new 
location at 705 Leander Drive. The 23,000 sq. ft. facility is 
almost 10 times the size of the previous building and features 
a lobby, workout room, locker rooms, training rooms, briefing 
rooms and a high-tech communications room. The $2.5 mil-
lion building was approved in the 2006 city bond package. To 
contact the Leander Police Department, call 528-2800.

Monday night tailgate
The Hope Connections Pregnancy Resource Center will 
host a Monday night football party Dec. 3. In addition to food 
and football, people will also share their testimonies with the 
group. The event begins at 6:30 p.m. at Hill Country Bible 
Church Northwest, 12124 RM 620 N. All proceeds benefit the 

1 

newly formed HCPRC, which connects pregnant 
women with resources and information. For more 
information about the event or services, call Ann 
LaLanne at 751-6495 or visit www.hcprc.org.

Pie certificates
Leander High School Project Graduation is selling 
Village Inn pie certificates for $10, which are good 
for one pie at any local Village Inn Restaurant. The 
nearest Village Inn is at 11830 RM 620. Proceeds  
benefit Project Graduation 2008. To purchase a pie 
certificate or for more information, contact Terri 
Robbins at Terry1AR@aol.com or 259-8482.

Parenting a champion kid
Leander ISD Substance Abuse Prevention Coordi-
nator Mary Ann Kluga will host interactive work-
shops aimed at tackling the everyday challenges of 
parenting. The second of four workshops is entitled 
“More on boosting your child’s success” and is 
available at three different times: Dec. 6 at Henry 
Middle School, 100 Vista Ridge Blvd., 11 a.m. – 1 
p.m.; Dec. 11 at Running Brushy Middle School, 
2303 Lakeline Blvd., 6 – 8 p.m.; and Dec. 12 at 
Cedar Park High School, 2150 Cypress Creek Road, 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. For more information or to register, 
call Myra Foster at 434-5395 or e-mail myra.foster@
leanderisd.org.

Feed the needy
Annie’s Way, a project that serves more than 1,000 
people on Thanksgiving Day, is in its 25th year in 
the Austin area. The event begins at noon Nov. 22 at 
St. Williams Catholic Church, 1000 McNeil Road. 
Volunteers may bring prepared food or cooked 
turkeys or help serve or deliver meals to the home-
bound. For more information, call Tino Hernandez 
at 259-5746.

Leander Goddard school
Linda and John Nieman have opened a new God-
dard School at 1730 Union St., one block east of 
the intersection of US 183 and Crystal Falls Park-
way. The preschool offers a year-round educational 
alternative for children from 6 weeks to 6 years of 
age. The school opened Nov. 5. For more informa-
tion or to enroll, call 528-1918 or e-mail leandertx@
goddardschools.com.

Get your hair done
Bella’s Beauty Salon opened recently at 204 N. 
Brushy St. Owner Vilma Valdivieso began business 
Oct. 13 and is open from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and is closed on Sundays. For an 
appointment, call 260-2509.

5

7 

2

     Active seniors club
A place for active adults age 50 and older, the Morn-
ing Club opened in Leander Nov. 7. Located in the old 
library building at 406 Municipal Drive, the club is a 
place for conversation, playing games, putting together 
puzzles, reading, playing cards, watching television and 
also features horseshoe and washers pits. The club is open 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. – noon. For more information, 
call 528-9909.

Chiropractor on the move
Dr. Shane Wilkinson is moving Rock Chiropractic Le-
ander to 805 Shamrock Drive. The new building is being 
remodeled and the move-in is expected to be complete by 
January. Rock Chiropractic has been in business for a year 
and continues to focus on complete family wellness. For 
more information, call 259-9922 or visit www.rockadjust 
ments.com.

Like a good neighbor
State Farm Insurance’s presence in Leander is expanding 
with the opening of Sean Whitehead’s office at 901 Crystal 
Falls Parkway. Whitehead has five years of insurance 
experience and plans to focus on health care coverage, 
auto, fire, life insurance and business liability. The new 
office is being completed and should open Jan.1. For more 
information, contact Sean Whitehead at sean.whitehead.
qxzs@statefarm.com.

Santa is coming to town
The fifth annual Leander Community Club Christmas 
Parade will march through Leander Dec. 1. The parade 
is set to begin at 5 p.m. at the corner of Municipal Drive 
and South West Drive. After winding through downtown, 
the party continues with holiday tree lighting, holiday 
hay rides, a live nativity scene and a visit from Santa. The 
Band of the Hills will also play a Christmas concert at 5 
p.m. Parade entrants are still needed and will be accepted 
until Nov. 29. For more information, call Sharon Stegall at 
259-9119 or visit www.leandercommunityclub.org.

3

4 

6 

crystal Falls pkwy.

Mary Bradshaw, Leander Chamber of Commerce executive director; 
chamber president Carolyn Nelson; council member Vic Villarreal; 
Steve Bosak, director of parks and recreation and Kirk Clennan, 
economic development director, at the Morning Club ribbon cutting.

old FM 2243

new Hope   Rd.

FM 1431

Bagdad Rd.

FM 2243
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Education    
              watcH D.o.g.S. SenDS DaDS back to ScHool          

Focus

Stuart Cameron sits in the hall with three first grad-
ers from Ms. Albina’s classroom at Cox Elementary. The 
group is playing an educational game and moving dino-
saur game pieces around the board as the students create 
words with the dice they roll.

Cameron is a Watchdog Dad, a new program at Cox 
Elementary aimed at getting more men to volunteer in the 
school district.

“We looked at the list of volunteers and saw that dads 
weren’t coming in,” said assistant principal Steve Craw-
ford. “Not only does this program provide a positive male 
role model, but it also makes the dads feel more comfort-
able here.”

Watch D.O.G.S. began in 1990 as a program endorsed 
by the National Center for Fathering. D.O.G.S. stands for 
Dads Of Great Students. 

The Leander program started last year at Cox Elemen-
tary, and has seen the number of volunteers double this 
year. 

Three other elementary schools in the Leander ISD are 
considering implementing the watchdog program.

“It’s an extra set of eyes and ears,” Crawford said. “It’s 
another way of bridging the gap between community and 
school.”

Watchdog Dads start the day with Crawford for a brief 
orientation. Their schedule begins with helping students 
off the bus and includes time assisting teachers, work-
ing with struggling readers, walking the perimeter of the 
school as well as lunch and recess with their child.

“That’s what made my day — how excited the kids 
were,” said Cameron, who has a son and daughter at Cox. 
“They kept talking about the dads and showed me the 
wall of Watchdogs. They were pretty excited when I told 
them I had signed up.”

According to Crawford, the experience often leads to a 
new level of appreciation for teachers.

“It’s a lot of work,” Cameron said. “You learn to really 
appreciate teachers, principals and everyone here for the 
amount of patience they have and all the work they do.”

The school typically has a Watchdog on campus two-
thirds of the week and usually has more than one at a 
time, Crawford said. The goal is to have Watchdogs on 
campus five days a week.

“Once the kids see the Watchdog T-shirt, they’ll just 
walk up to you immediately,” Cameron said. “It’s a great 
program.”

by Mark Collins 
Dads on campus popular with elementary students

Bond update: The $559 million Leander ISD 
school bond package passed by more than one 
thousand votes Nov. 6. It garnered 5,283 votes, 
or 56 percent of the voting public.

Update on superintendent search

Watchdog Dad Stuart Cameron plays a game with three first 
graders at Cox Elementary.

The bond includes construction of new 
schools and land for future campuses. Improve-
ments to A.C. Bible Stadium and a new athletic 
facility are also included.

As current Superintendent Tom Glenn’s retire-
ment date draws near, Leander ISD’s hunt for the 
replacement superintendent heats up.

The LISD school board plans to have the new 
superintendent in place by Feb. 1, and has hired 
the firm of Hazard, Young, Attea and Associates to 
assist with the search.

Throughout September, HYA held multiple focus 
group meetings in the community to discuss quali-
ties wanted in a new superintendent. HYA also 
met with the school board. It has advertised the 
position nationally and reports substantial interest 
from across the country. The last date for appli-
cants to submit their resume was Nov. 9.

On Nov. 7, a meeting was held at Cedar Park 
Middle School to listen to community feedback 
before the LISD School Board and HYE represen-
tatives entered a closed session to discuss potential 
candidates. Candidates were again discussed in 
a closed session Nov. 15. The board is required 
by Texas state law to enter into closed session to 
discuss candidates.

The school board will conduct interviews 
throughout November and December and plans 
to announce the finalist around Dec. 20. Once 
the finalist is determined, the board will, by law, 
announce the finalist’s name and will not officially 
appoint the candidate until 21 days have elapsed.
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by beth Wade

Springhill Restaurant
200 Buttercup creek Blvd.

996-9884 
Sunday-thursday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Friday-Saturday 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Springhill employees Esther Newell, Denise Cossman and Delta Pruett

Catfish favorite opens location in Cedar ParkNeighborhood
         Dining

SPRINGhILL RESTAuRANT

Springhill Restaurant made its foray into the dining 
scene of Cedar Park in June, but has been a staple in the 
Austin area for more than 20 years.

Known best as a great place to get fried catfish and 
chicken, Springhill also dishes out salads, boiled and 
grilled shrimp and grilled chicken for those watching 
their waistbands.

The restaurant’s atmosphere is about as laid back as its 
menu and is decorated with a nautical theme. Pictures of 
catfish are painted on the walls, and fish netting is used 
to divide the sections of the dining room. The furniture 
has the classic look of a down-home diner, complete with 
retro chairs.

The menu includes several appetizers of mostly fried 
vegetables. The Fried Green Tomatoes ($4.49) are lightly 
breaded and fried to a perfect golden brown. This item is 
a definite must try. 

The catfish at Springhill is served both grilled and fried 
($8.99-$11.99) in a basket with French fries and two hush 
puppies or on a plate with cole slaw and pinto beans as 
well. The basket came with four big fried pieces that had 
the right amount of crispy breading. The fish was fresh 
and delicious. 

NButtercup Creek Blvd.

Springhill Restaurant

W. Park St.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Cypress Creek Rd.

S p R i n g H i l l ' S  t i M e l i n e

1985 – The first Springhill Restaurant 
opens in Pflugerville
1992 – Hwy. 71 and RM 620 location 
opens
2005 – Springhill expands into Austin at 
Airport Blvd.
2007 – Cedar Park location opens



NOVEMBER  200712 iMpact NEws.cOM iMpact NEws.cOM



NOVEMBER  2007 13iMpact NEws.cOM

by Karen r. Thompson 
Williamson County historian 

Historical  
Impact

Historic Leander farming home still standing after 134 years

In 1865, at the close of the Civil War, Robert B. (1819-
1892) and Martha (1818-1892) Bryson traveled in wagons 
from North Carolina to Leander. The family included four 
children: Joseph (Joe), Mary (Polly), Rachel A. and John 
T. Bryson, a Confederate soldier. Family members John T. 
and Amelia Bryson arrived several years earlier and built a 
home and stagecoach stop in Liberty Hill.

Joseph Carson (Joe) Bryson was born June 5, 1848 in 
Henderson County, N.C., where the Brysons had lived 
since before the end of the American Revolution. The 
Brysons were farmers and moving westward for land, 
especially to Texas, was all the rage.

Nancy Martin Wells was born Nov. 18, 1853 in Bastrop 
to Martin Jones and Frances Peyton Wells. Nancy’s grand-
parents, Martin and Sally Wells, were pioneer settlers in 
Stephen F. Austin’s colony in Bastrop in the 1820s.

Joe Bryson and Nancy Wells married in Williamson 
County Dec. 2, 1869. Their first home was a log cabin, and 
their first child, Emma Cornelia Bryson, was born Nov. 18, 
1870.

To provide for his growing family, in 1872 Joe hauled 
hewn cedar logs and shingles from Bastrop County to 
start construction on a new two-room home. Native stone 
was quarried from the nearby South San Gabriel River 
and Jenks Branch. Additions to the early Texas farm-style 
home were added through the years.

The Bryson’s land was indeed a true working farm. The 
current farm still has many 19th century barns, corn cribs, 
livestock pens, cisterns and wells. 

The farm and historic home was sold about 1970 to 
a couple of Austin families that last month wrote to the 
Texas Historical Commission to gain permission to tear 
down the house, which has a Texas Historical Commis-
sion historical medallion. 

Children of Joe and Nancy Bryson:
1. Emma Cornelia Bryson 1870-1942  Married Will Pickle, no children.
2. Robert Jones Bryson 1872-1974 Married Sallie McBride, had 3 sons
3. Francis Nevada Bryson 1875-1876 Buried Bagdad Cemetery
4. Ellie Rachel Bryson 1877-1979 Married Horace Starnes
5. Henry Martin Bryson 1879-1965 Married Ella Craven
6. Myrtle Inge Bryson 1882-1968 Married Davis 1st, Botts 2nd.
7. Wm. Bill Bryson 1895-1969 Married Sallie McKamy, no children.

The Joe C. and Nancy Wells Bryson family at their home, date unknown.

The Bryson home as it stands today. It is about 134 years old, 
making it one of the oldest in western Williamson County.

of note: 
Pat Bryson was mayor of Leander from 
1980 to 1990, and the municipal building 
is named in her honor.

Photos courtesy of Bobby Bryson

Author's note: For information about the 
status of the request to tear down the house, 
call Texas Historical Commission director 
Larry Oaks at 463-6100.

FM 2243

Bryson home
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Permits
CONTINUED FROM |1

“The city council has worked for many 
years to reduce the city’s reliance on one-
time revenues such as building permit 
fees,” said Melanie Kliebert, communica-
tions director. “They have done this not 
only in anticipation for the future build out 
of Cedar Park, but also to provide a safe-
guard against a downturn in the real estate 
market that could reduce these revenues.”

In fiscal year 2007-2008, Cedar Park ex-
pects to collect 20 percent more in sales tax 
than last fiscal year due to the growth of 
the city’s commercial base, which includes 
1890 Ranch.

The city also anticipates a trend of retail 
expansion.

“We expect as residential [activity] is 
coming to an end, that commercial [ac-
tivity] will start growing,” said Mayor Bob 
Lemon. “Residential will taper off, but 
we are building up our new commercial 
growth every year.”

The next fiscal year is also projected to 
bring a 12 percent increase to city revenue  
in property taxes due to increased valua-
tions and new properties. 

Behind sales tax and permits, franchise 
fees are the city’s next largest contributor to 
revenue. Service companies such as elec-
tricity providers are assessed these amounts 
for the use of city materials and streets.

“We have much more revenue coming 
in [from other sources] that makes the 
amount of money coming in from [per-
mits] such a small amount of money in our 
total budget,” Lemon said.

Permit fee schedule
As to whether permit fees will increase 

as the amount of permits issued decrease, 
Lewis said the question cannot be answered 
until the city is faced with that situation. 

However, the fee schedule has not 
changed since 2003, and Cedar Park up-
dates its fees about every four years. In the 
process of considering a rate change, Lem-
on said the city will compare itself to other 
municipalities.

The current fee schedule in Cedar Park 
is cheaper than in Leander. For example, a 
homeowner installing a pool in Cedar Park 
would pay a $25 building fee, a $25 plumb-
ing fee if the pool had a gas heater, a $25 
electrical fee and $25 for a plan review for 
a total of $100. 

In Leander, the same pool would need a 
$160 building permit, a $40 fee for gas heat 
and a $20 plan review totaling $220, ac-
cording to Leander's permit fee schedule.

Permits for home additions, garages and 
workshops in Cedar Park are $0.10 per sq. 
ft. or a minimum of $25, while the same 
structures in Leander are $0.15 per sq. ft. or 
a minimum of $40.

Leander last updated its permit fee sched-
ule in 2005.
Money makers

New, single-family construction histori-
cally generates the most permit fee revenue 
for Cedar Park, Lewis said.

With roughly 5,000 lots left for single-
family development and a history of about 
1,000 new homes a year, Lemon said the 
city has at least a five-year supply of space 
for residential developers.

Additions 

Remodeling 

Electrical remodel 
Deck, patio or carport 

Plumbing remodel 
Garage 

Gazebo/pavilion 

Sprinkler system 
Storage shed/workshop 

Swimming pools (above 
and in ground) 

Water heater installation 
or change out 
Water softener installation 

Cost of common residential permits for Cedar Park and Leander

$0.15 per sq. ft. of total 
floor area; minimum $40; 
$50 plan review
$40; $50 plan review. 
(Electrical and plumbing 
permits may be required)
$40
$0.15 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$40; $20 plan review
$40
$0.15 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$40; $20 plan review
$0.15 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$40; $20 plan review
$50
$0.15 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$40; $20 plan review
$160 building; $40 
plumbing if gas heated; 
$20 plan review
$40

$40

Cedar Park  Leander
$0.10 per sq. ft. of total 
floor area including porches 
and patios; minimum $25
$50
(Electrical and plumbing 
permits may be required)
$50
$0.10 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$35; $25 plan review
$50
$0.10 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$35; $25 plan review
$0.10 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$35; $25 plan review
$25
$0.10 per sq. ft.; minimum 
$35; $25 plan review
$25 building; $25 plumbing 
if gas heated; $25 electrical; 
$25 plan review
$25

$25

Commercial vs. residential permits in Leander and Cedar Park
Year Residential 

permits
issued

Revenue from 
residential permits

Revenue from 
commercial permits

Commercial 
permits 
issued

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

City

*No information was available due to a change in the city’s software.

Source: Cedar Park and Leander permit departments

 Leander 1,136 $1,100,194 2 $184,265
 Cedar Park 964 $1,186,431 108 $594,292

 Leander 901 * * *
 Cedar Park 1,011 $1,203,284 125 $453,079 
 Leander 869 $890,210 11  $209,645 
 Cedar Park 1,075  $1,320,746 133 $416,974

 Leander 576 $773,342 29 $697,515 
 Cedar Park 1,363 $1,719,801 145 $590,544

 Leander 791 $1,117,461 46 $553,790 
 Cedar Park 1,074 $1,230,899 196 $664,957
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Build out
CONTINUED FROM |1

Buttercup Creek

Cabalio Ranch

Creekview

Cypress Canyon

Forest Oaks

Ranch at Brushy Creek

Cedar Park active single-family developments
The city recently completed an inventory of active residential developments estimated to be  
completed between 2007 and 2012. 

Subdivison Acreage Total lots Remaining lots future pop. est.

Ranch at Brushy Creek South

Red Oaks

Silver Oaks

Silverado West

Town Center

Twin Creeks

Walsh Trails

West Park Estates II

Whitestone Oaks at Anderson Mill

Undeveloped acreage

Future Land Use acreage designated as 
compatible for single family

 39 148 148 459 persons

 157 419 419 1,299 persons

                58 253 252 784 persons

 137 377 177 1,169 persons

 168 560 62 1,736 persons

                543 1,648 1,219 5,109 persons

                12 41 1 127 persons

               171 521 287 1,615 persons

 89 295 54 915 persons

 148 541 271 1,677 persons

               115                        857 411                                       2,657 persons

 98  247 191  766 persons

 194  613 569  1,900 persons

 10 26 26 81 persons

 86 306 306 949 persons

 55.9 N/A 85 (est.) 264 persons

 386  N/A 1351 (est.)  4,188 persons

A Buttercup Creek
B
C

D

E

Cabalio Ranch
Creekview
Cypress Canyon

F
Forest Oaks
Ranch at Brushy Creek

G Ranch at Brushy Creek South
H

 I

J

K

Red Oaks
Silver Oaks
Silverado West

L
Town Center
 Twin Creeks

M Walsh Trails
N
O

P

Q

West Park Estates II
Whitestone Oaks at Anderson Mill
Undeveloped acreage
Future Land Use acreage 
designated as compatible for 
single family

FM 1431

new Hope Rd.

W. park St.

FM 1431

Avery Ranch Blvd.

lakeline Blvd.

lakeline Blvd.
lime creek Rd. Anderson M

 ill Rd.

vole
nte

 Rd. RM 620

colonial pkwy.

A
rrow

point d
r.

parm
er ln.

City of Cedar Park

Cedar Park  
extra-territorial 
jurisdiction

N

D

L

H
A

N

O

K

B Q

P

C
J

E I

F
G

M

Q

Active residential 
developments

single-family zoning districts and estimates 
of lots on land designated by the Future 
Land Use Plan.

The total projected lot count totals 5,829. 
Multiplied by the planning department’s 
average of 3.1 persons per lot, Cedar 
Park can expect to gain more than 18,000 
residents living in single-family homes. 

About 50,000 people live within the city 
limits now, in addition to 20,000 in the 
extra-territorial jurisdiction.

A study involving the number of multi-
family lots left is now underway. 
Space in Leander 

Many cities — especially in land-rich 
states — have not compiled similar studies. 
The reason: room to grow.

“Every city has some point where it 
will stop growing and will no longer be 
able to create additional lots,” said Mark 
Lewis, Cedar Park’s director of building 
inspections. “It’s just not always as clearly 
defined as it is for Cedar Park.”

Leander, in contrast, has room to expand 
on all but its northeast and south sides.

“We have so much open land which 
has yet to be annexed and zoned that we 
don’t even know how much residential or 
commercial or industrial land is going to be 
broken out in terms of acreage,” said David 
Hutton, Leander director of planning. 

Hutton said Leander's projected max-
imum population estimates range from 
150,000 to 200,000. It is the seventh-fastest 
growing city in Texas by number of new 
residents and the 12th by percentage of new 

residents to old. The city anticipates growth 
will speed up as Cedar Park approaches 
build out.

“That’s just the way a population 
grows — outward from the center of the 
metropolitan area,” Hutton said. 
Seeing the future

Cedar Park’s Future Land Use Plan lays 
out a guideline for planning the locations 
of different usages. 

Residential development occupies 49.5 
percent of Cedar Park’s land, while office, 
retail and commercial buildings take up 34 

percent of the city. 
Place 6 council member Cobby 

Caputo said Cedar Park intends to be 
more than a bedroom community;  it 
needs places to play, work and shop. For 
that reason, the council denies some 
requests by developers for changes in 
zoning from commercial to residential.

“That guide tries to balance the 
various land uses in order to achieve 
a sustainable, viable community that 
mixes residential, commercial and 
industrial,” Smith said.

Cedar Park active residential developments

Brushy creek Rd.

cypre
ss

 cre
ek Rd.

45

Source: Cedar Park planning and development department
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REAL ESTATE REPoRT
Buttercup Creek
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Bernice Schaffer
258-6677
ext. 222

4 Br./2 Ba.         
$149,000

602 Timbergrove Ct.

Vista Ridge
Leander - 78641

Agent: 
Mary Battaglia
258-6677
ext. 115

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$170,000

Twin Creeks
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Judy Schoening
258-6677
ext. 106

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$309,925

Residential Real Estate Report 
  Cedar Park & Leander MLS area 

1400 Encino Drive

2201 Bindon Drive

-$5,040 

-1

Change in 
average 

selling
price over 

last month
CLS

-$18,616

Key stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

6
88

124
52
21
8

20
5
1

Price Range No. of homes for sale
CLN

Average days on market

-
23
58

140
81
33
31
9

15

59
68
65
59
88
95
97
56

145

-
47
62
72
95
73

104
127
154

Monthly home sales

October 2007
October 2006
September 2007
August 2007
July 2007

 

82
N/A
83

109
124

 

$234,229
N/A

$252,845
$238,081
$239,050

Month  No. of sales Average price

$164,083
N/A

$169,123
$186,902
$167,002

66
N/A
77
96

121

On the market

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last month

CLN

October 1 - October 31

CLS CLN CLS

CLN CLS CLN CLS

Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service 
area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided 
by RM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park. This split 
occurred in 2007 and therefore has no comparison figures for last year.

Sold

CLN CLS

-11
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Corridors
Community  Bagdad Road 

Sponsored by Synterra Property Group & Austin Telco

512-836-7312

AUSTIN TELCO
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Leander High 
School

The Village, Phase 1 of an office building 
complex, opened in September. The tenants 
include Benchmark Mortgage, Bassari 
Engineering and Texas Land and homes real 
estate and building company. The building has 
spaces available from a single 10’ x 20’ office up to 
1500 sq. ft. Site plans for the adjoining two acres 
predict eight to nine buildings in later build-out 
phases.

This retail center is still in the planning stages and 
will break ground Fall 2008. The 3.15-acre lot will 
include a 32,000 sq. ft. strip center.

The owners of this 12.5-acre tract of land intend 
to change the zoning from multi-family use to 
commercial. No plans are in progress at this time. 

New hope Professional Park, located at 921 
W. New Hope Road, features an office complex 
of seven buildings. Each building contains 
four to five units of 925 sq. ft. each. The project 
anticipates completion in mid-February.

This eight-acre tract, planned for retail space, 
wraps around the corner convenience store. Once 
completed, the retail center will look similar to 
the northwest corner of Cypress Creek Road and 
Lakeline Boulevard.

This multi-tenant office and warehouse 
development will occupy seven acres of land. 
New hope Business Park will feature six 
buildings totaling 76,000 sq. ft. with 800 – 1200 
sq. ft. units available. Tenants will have the option 
to lease or purchase buildings or suites. The 
complex anticipates a Jan. 2 ground breaking.

This 26-acre site is not yet zoned. Tentative plans 
include a retail center fronting Bagdad Road with 
a multi-family complex behind the center.

Subway opened at 2800 S. Bagdad Road Nov. 15.

CVS Pharmacy plans to open when road con-
struction is complete.

The construction along New hope Road from 
Bagdad Road to 183A Toll is expected to be 
complete by mid-February. The four-lane roadway 
with center turn lane is funded by the 2004 bond 
initiative.

The sidewalk construction along Bagdad 
Road is expected to begin in June. The City of 
Leander received a $338,000 grant from TxDOT 
to supplement the $1 million in certificates of 
obligation from the 2006 bond election.

The city is under contract for the sidewalks on 
both sides of the road south of Crystal Falls 
Parkway to the city limits at Kettering Drive. A 
contract amendment was scheduled to come 
before city council on Nov. 15 to add sidewalks 
on the west side of the road from Crystal Falls 
Parkway north to the Leander Public Library.

Bagdad Road presents a complicated design 
process for the sidewalks with the large amounts 
of drainage along the road. The city plans to begin 
construction from the south side of the road with 
anticipation of completing the sidewalks in front 
of Leander High School before August.

Future Land Use
1

2

Business

Transportation

1

2

Carriage Hills

8

10

11

8

Osage Dr.

FM 1431

Kettering Dr.

Heritage Park

3

4

5

6

7

3

4
5

6

7

New Hope Rd.
10

Bagdad Rd.

11

Bagdad Road
Bagdad Road is one of Leander’s major growth corridors, 
according to David Hutton, Leander planning director. 
Not only is Bagdad Road home to a budding office 
park and retail community, but the roadway serves as 
a thoroughfare for the multiple neighborhoods and 
two LISD schools adjacent to the road. The cities of 
Cedar Park and Leander are working to improve travel 
conditions along this roadway to enhance the quality of 
life for the citizens who use Bagdad Road daily.

9

9
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Where to find
Christmas trees

McIntire’s Garden Center
303 Leander Road, Georgetown
863-8243
Web site: www.mcintiresgarden.com
hours: Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.;  
Sundays 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Papa Noel
15501 N. RM 620, Austin
388-1110
hours: Beginning Thanksgiving Day,  
daily, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 
Papa Noel
14050 1/2 N. US 183, Austin
388-1110
hours: Beginning Thanksgiving Day,  
daily, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Pflugerville optimist Club
Northeast corner of Third and Main Streets,  
Pflugerville
251-9566; 923-3930
E-mail: AJEschberger@sbcglobal.net
hours: Nov. 23 until sold out. Monday – Friday, 5 to 
9 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sunday,  
1 to 9 p.m.     

Red Barn Garden Center
12881 Pond Springs Road, Austin
335-8093
hours: Extended hours begin Nov. 23. For more 
information, call the store.
 
Round Rock SERToMA Club 
Wells Fargo Bank front lot, 
505 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock
E-mail: information@rrsertoma.org
hours: Monday - Friday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturdays, 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sundays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sales 
begin Nov. 23, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

The Silo Tree farm
7617 McGregor Park Road, Temple

Aardvark Sam’s handy helpers
1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
971-7011
hours: Beginning Nov. 23, daily noon to 8 p.m. 

Elgin Christmas Tree farm
120 Nature’s Way, Elgin
281-5016 
E-mail: info@elginchristmastreefarm.com
Web site: www.elginchristmastreefarm.com 
hours: Open the Friday after Thanksgiving until 
the weekend before Christmas, Monday - Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Sunday, noon to 5:30 p.m.

Evergreen farms Christmas Trees
242 Monkey Road, Elgin 
281-4833
E-mail: mbwalter@totalaccess.net
Web site: www.evergreen-farms.com
hours: Monday - Friday, noon to dark and week-
ends, 9 a.m. to dark. 

farmer’s Nursery, Inc.
1305 Leander Dr., Leander
259-4111
Web site: www.farmersnursery.com
hours: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday -  
Saturday

Loma Alta Christmas Tree farm
214 Loma Alta Drive, Smithville
360-2005
E-mail: lomaalta@flash.net
Web site: www.flash.net/~lomaalta 
hours: Open daily, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
At the farm: Hay rides, gifts, arts and crafts, picnic 
area, wreaths and/or garlands, food and drinks, 
tours, ducks and geese. For more information about 

Christmas tree farms, visit 
www.texaschristmastrees.com.

254-986-7988
E-mail: mrgarber@embarqmail.com 
Web site: www.texaschristmastrees.net/ 
silofarm.htm
hours: Nov. 17 - Dec. 22 from 10 a.m. to dark. 
At the farm: A bonfire and picnic area, refresh-
ments, fresh wreaths, gift shop, nature trails, 
hayrides and a silo.
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Shipping
holiday packages

Cedar Park Packing Supply
605 S. Bell Blvd.
219-1044
Carrier: FedEx

fedEx kinko's
1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. H300
528-9690
Carrier: FedEx

Mail & Check Express
1420 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 200
918-9000
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, DHL, USPS

Not Just Mail
1525 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. H
918-9113
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, DHL, USPS

Pak & Ship Plus
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., Ste. C200
246-7117
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, DHL, USPS

Pak Mail of Cedar Park
202 Walton Way, Ste. 192
260-7011
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, DHL, USPS

Pak Mail Lakeline
11066 Pecan Park Blvd.
257-1101
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, DHL, USPS

PostNet
2800 E. Whitestone, Ste. 120
260-5757
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, USPS

PostNet
651 N. US 183, Ste. 335
637-6080
Carriers: UPS, FedEx, DHL, USPS

Tips for holiday shipping
Ship early — Holiday volume leads to 

overcrowded trucks, planes and routes. 
Check carrier Web sites for shipping 
deadlines: www.usps.com, www.FedEx.
com, www.ups.com and www.dhl.com.

Pack intelligently — Always use a 
corrugated container with a minimum of 
two inches cushioning around each side. 
Carriers will not follow special directions 
and will not honor damage claims on 
packages with insufficient packaging. 

Cushioning can be any 

combination of bubble-wrap, Styrofoam, 
etc. Packing paper is not recommended 
because it has no resiliency after impact.

Ship intelligently — Shipping one 20-
pound box is generally less expensive 
than shipping two 10-pound boxes. Also, 
packages destined for military addresses 
must be sent through the United States 
Postal Service. Shipping alcohol is illegal. 

Leave it to the professionals — 
Especially when dealing with anything 
fragile or breakable, sometimes it is best to 
let a professional do the packing. 
A few more tips:
• Packing peanuts and other re-usable 
packaging products are recyclable. Many 
retail shipping locations accept these 
materials.
• If possible, ship to a business address. 
This will ensure someone will be available 
to receive the package.

• Wrapping shipping containers with 
paper is not recommended. If the 
wrapping is damaged or lost in transit, 
the package becomes undeliverable. 
To ensure proper delivery, write the ‘to’ 
and ‘from’ inside the box as well.
• of special note:

Because Christmas Day falls on a 
Tuesday, the last time to ship for delivery 

before the holiday is Friday, Dec. 21, or 
early in the morning on Dec. 22. Sending 

on either Friday or Saturday will require 
overnight shipping with much higher 
costs and risk of weather delay.

Local shipping and postal locations
Post office - Leander
801 S. US 183
259-1965
Carrier: USPS

Post office - Cedar Park
500 E. Whitestone Blvd.
260-7585
Carrier: USPS

Post office (in Cedar Perk)
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd. Ste. 123
257-7088
Carrier: USPS

uPS Store
9225 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 104
996-0398
Carriers: UPS, USPS

uPS Store
100 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 148
259-5090
Carriers: UPS, USPS
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Holiday
Retail Guide

Books
Christ the Lightgiver Bookstore
800 W. Park St. 
Cedar Park
258-1757
www.christthelightgiver.com

Floral
A New Leaf Florist
106 W. Willis St., Unit C
Leander
259-7800

Bloomin’ Across Texas
1511 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
528-1555
www.bloomsacrosstexas.com

Cedar Park Florist
600 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 14
Cedar Park
258-5577
www.cedarparkflorist.net

Down the Aisle Florist
519 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
258-9090
www.downtheaisleflorist.com

Just for You Floral
3200 W. Whitestone. Blvd., Ste. A-1
267-9182
Cedar Park

Lakeline Florist & Gifts
12218 N. RM 620, Ste.102 
Austin
219-6020
www.lakelineflorist.com
 

Stems and Icing
2100 Cypress Creek, Ste. 200
Cedar Park
331-1600
www.stemsandicing.com

Gifts
Davlynn’s Gifts & Craft Mall
251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 106
Cedar Park
335-4438

Just in Time Gifts
2407 S. US 183
Leander
259-3823

Lakeline Mall
11200 Lakeline Mall Drive
www.lakelinemall.com

Gift World
258-3598
Sana & Co. Specialty Boutique
258-3458
Team Spirit
646-7021
The Gift Solution
219-7951
The Texas Store
250-0356  

Not Just Mail
1525 Cypress Creed Road, Ste. H
Cedar Park
918-9113

Simply Irresistible
601 E. Whitestone Blvd.
Cedar Park
528-8343

Zora’s Select Gifts
301 S. US 183
Leander
259-9899
www.zorasgifts.com

Hobbies
Bluebonnet Yarn Shop
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 127
Cedar Park
259-4646
www.bluebonnetyarn.com

Ceramic Cellar Art Studios
11301 Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 120
Austin
257-1112
www.CeramicArtStudios.com

Collectible Caboose
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 304
Railyard shopping center
Cedar Park 
259-9494
www.collectiblecaboose.com

Plush Fabric Studio
314 S. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
331-7503

Ready to Sew Bernina
2800 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 225
Cedar Park
260-4100
www.readytosewbernina.com

Scrapbook Crossing 
and Paper Passion
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 408
Cedar Park
260-7552
www.scrapbookcrossing.com

Sewing Station
14010 N. US 183, Ste. 420
Austin
219-7397

Texas Magic Supply
715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 101
Cedar Park
www.texasmagicsupply.com

TNT Hobbies
308 S. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
402-8735
http://tnt-rc.com

Home décor/
accessories

7 Threadz
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste.428 
Cedar Park
260-3732
www.7Threadz.com

Blanca’s Mexican Imports
305 US 183
Leander
528-8585

Lifestyles Furniture
600 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 19
Cedar Park
331-4455

Mexicanerias Imports
2201 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
528-8326
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Retail Guide
Holiday

Texas Discount Furniture
201 Buttercup Creek
Cedar Park
219-5501

Super Fine Furniture Consignment
312 Old US 183
Cedar Park
250-8086
http://superfinefurniture.net

Jewelry
Bettenmann - De Vries Jewellers and  

    Gem Cutters
715 Discovery, Ste., 208
Cedar Park
528.0250
www.bettenmann-devries.com

Burt Witcher Jewelers
107 N. US 183
Leander
259-5300
www.burtwitcher.com

Cedar Park Jewelry
601 W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 704
Railyard shopping center
Cedar Park
259-9430
www.cedarparkjewelry.com

Classic Charms
301 Brushy Creek Road, Ste. 102
Cedar Park
249-0220
www.classic-charms.com

Hannah D’s
14005 N. US 183, Ste. 300
Austin
506-8300

Sports
Play It Again Sports
200 Buttercup Creek
Cedar Park
331-9739

Skate Culture
2800 S. Bagdad Road, Ste. E 

    Leander
260-4155
www.skateculturellc.com

Southwest Cycle Sport
1050 N. Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park
257-3002
www.southwestcyclesport.com

The Gun Store
200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Ste. 114
Cedar Park
335-5534
www.texasgunstore.com

TOYS
Kid’s Korner
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 628
Cedar Park
260-1380
www.ourkidskorner.com

Kids Wheels
12308 N. RM 620
Austin
www.kidswheels.com

Kid to Kid
14010 N. US 183, Ste. 525
Austin
336-5550
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Pets
Doggie Deli & Spa
2051 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. G
Cedar Park
249-8300
www.doggiedeliandspa.com

Pet Connection Superstore
600 S. Bell Blvd., Ste. 100
Cedar Park
331-6742
www.petconnectionssuperstore.com

Tomlinson’s
202 Walton Way, Ste. 196
Cedar Park
260-8566
www.tomlinsons.com

Miscellaneous
LCP Army Surplus
2405 S. US 183
Leander
259-7888

Winkley’s Trading Post
909 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
258-9388

Tools, custom 
auto parts

Ace Hardware at Cedar Park
200 S. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
258-1500
www.acehardware.com
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Cashway Building Materials
100 E. South St.
Leander
259-3843

Custom Truck Outfitters
604 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park
918-2345
www.customtruckoutfitters.com

spas and massage
Baby Face Day Spa
103 N. West St.
Leander
528-1116
www.babyfacedayspa.com

Divine Light Massage 
and Herbal Center
601 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 210
Cedar Park
528-9728

Facelogic Spa
14005 N. US 183
Austin
918-3223
www.facelogicaustin.com

Massage Envy
14005 N. US 183, Ste. 200
Austin
335- 3689
www.massageenvy.com

Massage Heights
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd., Ste. A-200
Austin
716-1303
www.massageheights.com
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by beth Wade

NoN-PRofIT - WILLIAMSoN CouNTY SYMPhoNY oRChESTRA

Musicians blend talent for Williamson County tours

Willamson county Symphony orchestra

Closer
    Look 

The Williamson County Symphony does not claim to 
give typical orchestra performances. Rather than playing 
hour-long pieces, the group performs condensed versions 
of the classics and other favorite pieces, said John Gordon, 
president of the board of directors. 

“We give people music from classical or contemporary 
[genres] and even movie music,” he said. “It tends to be 
Pops-type concerts. If you don’t like what we’re playing 
right now, wait five minutes, and we will play something 
else you might enjoy.”

The orchestra is made up of 70 musicians who donate 
their time providing Williamson County residents with 
opportunities for free musical performances.

“Some [performers] are quite good, but they do it for 
the love of the music,” Gordon said. “Generally, everyone 
has other jobs, some at IBM, some are teachers or music 
teachers, and we also have some college and even high 
school age students.”

Formed in 2002, the orchestra was first named the 
Hill Country Community Orchestra by two women who 
wanted a musical outlet beyond church performances. 
The group began with 15 to 20 members, but has grown, 
Gordon said.

Conductor Dr. Thomas E. Rainey, who had worked for 
Round Rock ISD, responded to the orchestra’s ad for a 
conductor when the group first formed, Gordon said.

“The luckiest day for the orchestra was when he volun-
teered to lead us,” Gordon said. “We could have searched 
for a year and probably not found anyone better than the 
person who knocked on our door and said, ‘I want to 
help.’”

The group later changed its name and with the help of 
Gordon, who plays trumpet, was established as a non-

profit organization. 
The orchestra’s mission is to provide amateur musicians 

with a place to increase their performing experience. 
Rehearsals begin in August with the first concert in Oc-

tober or November. Each season, the group performs nine 
concerts all over the county, including two in the spring, 
two in the fall, two in the outdoors, two for Christmas and 
a special concert at Fort Hood for the troops.

 “The constant comment from someone who has seen 
us before and then returned for another concert is, ‘You’ve 
gotten better,’ because we improve each year,” he said. 
“Each year, we play more substantial music and each year 
the concerts have become more substantial and the enjoy-
ment grows.”

The orchestra has come to expect large crowds at the 
performances, which average 300 to 400 people for the fall 
and spring shows and can increase to 600 attendees for the 
Christmas shows.

The Williamson County Symphony Orchestra in concert.

789-5073
www.williamsoncountysymphony-orchestra.org

co n c e R t  S c H e d u l e

Dec. 8,  7:30 p.m., Howze Theater, Fort Hood, »
Performance for the troops, limited room for public

Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.,  Taylor High School, Taylor »

Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., Anderson Mill Baptist Church, Austin  »

Mar. 7, 7:30 p.m., Round Rock First Methodist Church,  »
Round Rock

Mar. 8,  7:30 p.m., Sun City Ballroom, Georgetown »
   $8 ticket price - limited capacity

May 16,  7:30 p.m., Milburn Park Pavilion, Cedar Park »

May 17, 7:30 p.m., Old Settlers Park Pavilion, Round Rock »
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Lisa Jackens' Pecan 
Street shop is an 
eclectic mix of gifts 
and treasures where 
several different 
vendors rent space.

ooLaLa

One of the busiest intersections 
in Williamson County may be 
a future site of Round Rock 
development.

hwy. 79 and Mays 
Street

Jenny Rasmussen 
opened Tiny Bird after 
researching a paper 
for an environmental 
science class.

Tiny Bird 
organics

Paul and Iris Liu cater to 
a neighborhood crowd 
of diners and get art 
for take-out bags from 
Windermere Elementary 
School.

Amigo's B.B.Q.
Grill

The different 
shades of green

by ChrisTi CovingTon

Hints of support for environment-friendly development 
have sprouted their first shoots in Round Rock, and for 
more than one reason.

“Green is good business,” said Don Dungan, a developer 
with Designated Tree Inc. “It is changing every day,” he 
said. “Even Wal-Mart is going green.”

Dungan and his partner Kang Lee began construction 
this summer on Green Square, the city’s first Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design certified office space, a 
designation that dubs the project officially green. 

Dungan chose Round Rock as the site for Green Square 
because of the city’s interest, the need for office space and 
the lack of green projects already in the area. It does not 
surprise him other developers have already entered the 
landscape. 

“We felt like we found our niche,” Dungan said. “We 
thought the marketing of the unique property gave us an 
advantage, but as green becomes more popular, we will see 
competitors.”
Expectations

Within the next decade, Dungan estimates at least half of 
Round Rock’s new buildings will meet similar standards.

“Williamson County does not really fit the mold [for 
green growth],” he said. “Usually, you think of liberal areas 
using green. This works for the conservative communities 
when it looks like green projects are economical. It does 
not need to be a political issue.”  

He said green projects increase market value because 
the buildings must be sustainable and made with quality 
materials. The emphasis on energy efficiency also attracts 
buyers, he said.

Round Rock realtor Robert Rees has found similar 

trends. In January, Rees with his partner Brian Sippel 
opened Go! Green Builders, a construction company that 
focuses solely on environment-friendly structures. 

“To be honest, I was surprised Round Rock was go-
ing green,” Rees said. “Usually you see that trend in large 
municipalities like Austin, but Round Rock has definitely 
shown it supports a green growth environment. I guess 
they just want to get ahead of the curve.”

Rees said he can now find eco-friendly materials at or 
near the same cost of those used in the past. One such 
product called PaperStone is made of 100-percent recycled 
paper, which Rees describes as hard as traditional counter-
top and similarly priced.
Explanations

However, in the end consumers often build green simply 
for energy efficiency, Rees said.

“[People] want to save on utility bills. That is the No. 1 
reason for businesses,” he said. “The other aspect is the re-
turn on investment. They get a better market value.”

Both Rees and Dungan admit the term “green” is loosely 
used. That is why Dungan’s project is certified by the U.S. 
Green Building Council, which uses more than 100 criteria 
to judge new construction.

Projects blend dollar and earth-
friendly values in latest building trend

Frontera Vista

Green Square

45

FM 3406

As a result, Dungan’s development not only uses green 
materials, but the products also come from as near the city 
as possible to save the energy of transporting goods. It also 
emphasizes design, using features such as reflective roofs 
to retract sunlight and showers for employees who might 
ride their bike to work. 

After Green Square broke ground, Simmons Vedder and 
Company began construction this summer on Frontera 
Vista, a mixed-use and Class A office space. Located on 43 
acres at La Frontera shopping center, the project earned the 
LEED certification. 

All of Simmons Vedder’s projects are built with the certi-
fication in mind, said Leisha Ehlert, a development associ-
ate with the firm. During the next decade, she expects the 
building trend will become an expectation, not an asset, in 
the construction industry.

“The whole green movement is transforming communi-
ties and improving quality of life,” she said. “We just want 
to promote that movement and build projects that are en-
vironmentally safe, more profitable and healthy and pleas-
ant for employees. The majority of building [taking place] 
nationwide is green building now.”

Musicians blend talent for Williamson County tours
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Mark Skaggs opened 
the coffee shop three 
years ago to provide 
North Austin genuine 
European coffee.

360 Primo
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Explore the Silver Creek 
shopping center's 
11 retail shops and 
restaurant, Cool River 
Café.

Community  
shopping Specializing in antiques 

and collectibles from 
around the world, the 
auction house receives 
merchandise in ocean 
containers.

Austin Auction
A non-profit 
organization, 
Knowability's goal is 
to make technology 
accessible to people 
with disabilities.

knowability

Behind the gates of J.J. 
Pickle Research Campus

by raChel youens

If you’ve seen an episode of the cable TV show Myth 
Busters, you can just about picture what the inside of the J.J. 
Pickle Research campus looks like. Stacks of concrete slabs 
bake in the sun to test the strength of aggregate. Next door, 
scientists pour water fed from the campus water tower into 
chutes to test asphalt damage. The University of Texas main 
campus downtown may be where most of the university’s 
students are, but the real atom-splitting, bridge-exploding 
action is happening in Northwest Austin.

Although the campus is surrounded by a razor wire-
topped chain link fence with a security guard posted at the 
entry, associate dean for research Randall Charboneau says 
the fence is more to keep out strangers than to keep in se-
crets.

“We’re not trying to be secretive; I think the security 
might give it that impression, but we’re actually quite open 
with what goes on here. It’s just a closed campus, the same 
as UT’s main campus.”

The campus began as a magnesium plant built by the fed-
eral government during World War II. After the war ended 
in 1946, the federal government declared the 402-acre plant 
surplus and the University of Texas obtained a lease agree-
ment. Three years later, the university negotiated a contract 
with the help of then-Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson to 
purchase the site. Rather than cash payments, the federal 
government would deduct from the plant’s price tag for ev-
ery public benefit project that was produced there.

The campus has gone through name changes from the 
Military Physics Research Lab to Balcones Research Cen-
ter and finally in 1994 to the J.J. Pickle Research Campus, 
named after the congressman who was one of the center’s 
supporters. 

Today, UT owns a total of 450 acres; less than half make 
up the J.J. Pickle campus. The remaining land is made up 
of vacant, wooded land on the west side of MoPac, in the 
Gateway area.

The research coming out of the Pickle campus has had 

effects reaching far beyond the university or even the state 
of Texas. After the fall of the World Trade Center towers, 
the laboratory researched the thermal effects on metals, 
helping to keep bridges and buildings safe. 

One of the first travelers to make it into space and back 
was a rhesus monkey trained on the campus. This De-
cember, the Advanced Computing Center hopes to unveil 
Ranger, the world’s fastest computer, in conjunction with 
Sun Microsystems. The project is funded by a $59 million 
grant from the National Science Foundation.

Seventeen departments call the campus home, and the 
clash of so many different fields account for the Myth Bust-
ers vibe of random experiments.

At the Center for Electromechanics, within the Pickle 
campus, much of the work focuses on energy storage, ac-
cording to Charboneau. The school has done work with 
gyroscopes as a way to soften the motion of a stop. For ex-
ample, the lurching motion passengers experience when a 
bus stops at a traffic light could be avoided by channeling 
the energy into a gyroscope. 

The University of Texas is the only school in the nation 
licensed to run a reactor since Three Mile Island. The 1.1 
megawatt reactor, rebuilt in 1989, is part of the University’s 
Nuclear Engineering Teaching Laboratory.

Many of the specimens at the Texas Natural History Mu-
seum, located on the University’s main campus, begin their 
preservation at Pickle. When the ancient remains of the 
“Leanderthal” woman were found in Leander in 1982, they 
were brought to the Texas Archeological Research Labora-
tory to be studied.

Despite the campus’ prime location with The Domain 
being constructed next door and the pressure from the 
city’s planning and zoning department on behalf of the 
North Burnet/Gateway neighborhood plan, the university 
has no plans to sell or develop any more of the land. The 
university’s main campus and J.J. Pickle Campus are simi-
lar in size, but J.J. Pickle is only one tenth as built out.

The university allowed some land to be developed for 
commercial projects using long-term leases rather than 
selling the land. The Ross Dress for Less, Office Depot and 
Floor and Décor located along Braker Lane are on univer-
sity land, as is the new Arbor Walk shopping center along 
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MoPac. Simon signed a $130 million, 52-year lease with 
the university for the site.

In 1999, then-university president Larry Faulkner orga-
nized a committee headed by Charboneau to create a mas-
ter plan for the campus. Planning firm Carter & Burgess 
was hired for $1 million to help find a solution, and plan-
ners Ayers/Saint/Gross released renderings of J.J. Pickle 
with student quads. 

This committee even left a spot at the J.J. Pickle campus 
for the George W. Bush Presidential Library, which the uni-
versity was bidding on at the time. The vacant land closest 
to Burnet Road was originally set aside to build University 
housing, but Charboneau said that the complication that 
kept them from building residential units then still persists 
today. 

“Without dependable transportation, the University can’t 
have lots of people living here. The bus system is the only 
way for students to get from here to the main campus."
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When Laurie Holland’s 
husband passed away, 
she turned his love of 
the kitchen and cooking 
into a business.

hollandaze 
GourmetCustomers are served by 

Tony Dicorpo, who started 
the coffee house three 
years ago after working 
for years as a corporate 
travel consultant.

Java Rocks
Robert Bland grew up 
watching his father, who 
owned a jewelry store 
in Temple, make jewelry 
and set stones. 

Bland's Jewelry
Greenleaf Fisk is one of 
a handful of Republic of 
Texas statesmen who 
has a memorial marker 
in his honor at the Texas 
State Cemetery.

historic judge

The changing face of Southwestern University's campus 
167-year-old school continues 10-year 
plan of growth and renovation
by shannon ColleTTi

For many, Southwestern University embodies the pic-
ture-perfect ideal of what a college campus should look 
like. On a cool autumn day, students hurry to and from 
classes held in stark white limestone buildings spread 
among pristine green lawns and impeccable sidewalks.

But for university president Jake Schrum, there is still 
much to do to complete Southwestern's Strategic Plan for 
2010, an endeavor that began seven years ago.

Recently completed projects consist of the addition of 
three residence halls and extensive renovations to the fine 
arts center. A new admission building and Center for Life-
long Learning facility are also in the works. Austin-based 
Group Two Architects is doing the design for all the facili-
ties.

“I think people should have pride in their campus,” 
Schrum said. "If we can get people to campus, our chances 
of recruiting them to come here increase exponentially. 
We're in the business of inviting people in."
Additional living space

After a year of construction, three residential halls 
opened earlier this semester, making up the 30,460 sq. ft. 
Dorothy Manning Residential Center. They add 32 living 
units, a resident assistant's apartment and a community 
room to the university. 

These join the eight existing residential buildings and 
four fraternities that provide student housing. They allow 
about 85 percent of students to live on campus, universi-
ty spokeswoman Ellen Davis said, adding that university 
leaders hope eventually to have housing for 95 percent of 
their students.

Each high-end apartment — total project cost is about 
$5 million — has a private bedroom and bath; living area; 
complete kitchen with microwave, refrigerator and stove; 
wall-to-wall carpeting and special features, such as unique 

The Strategic Plan for 2010 includes campus improvements:
• new admission center
• new Center for Lifelong Learning
• recently renovated and expanded fine arts center
• completion of an apartment-style complex
• plans to re-route Maple Street
• visions for improving and preserving the historical Cullen 
building

Prothro Center for Lifelong Learning

lighting treatments in the kitchens. 
fine Arts Center renovations

The two-year expansion and renovating of the Alma 
Thomas Fine Arts Center is scheduled to wrap up in No-
vember. 

The improved building will boast of more space for 
storage, state-of-the-art sound and lighting systems, new 
seating, an expanded stage, additional offices and practice 
rooms and an elegant area for displaying student art. 
New admission center

Construction is set to begin on the Wilhelmina Cullen 
Admission Center in December or January 2008. The 9,602 
sq. ft. facility’s price tag is estimated at $2.5 million and will 
be paid for with a gift from the Cullen Trust for Higher 
Education.

“It’s a destination for prospective students and visitors 
to come to where we can showcase Southwestern and in-
troduce them to the Southwestern experience,” said Bob 
Mathis, associate vice president for campus services. 

He also said the facility will be LEED certified. This 
means it will adhere to the Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design Green Building Rating System, a na-
tionally accepted standard for the design, construction and 
operation of high-performance, green buildings.

“LEED pertains to two things,” Mathis said, “sustain-
ability, which is the types of products and chemicals you 
use, and the energy design and efficiency. It’s a balance; we 
model the building, and then come back with the best way 
to accomplish those systems.”

Expected completion is December 2008 or January 
2009.
Center for Lifelong Learning

The Charles & Elizabeth Prothro Center for Lifelong 
Learning will be three stories that total 40,203 sq. ft. 

Construction begins early next summer and is expected 
to take 18 months. 

The project will cost about $11 million, with funding 
coming from various donors.  

“We went through a nine-month planning process for 
that building, looking at all of the spaces and departments 
on campus and the planned renovations,” Mathis said. “We 
studied the needs and growth areas and came back with 
[several] departments that would move into the building.”

These departments include career services, Center for 
Academic Success, registrar’s office, health and counsel-
ing services, intercultural learning, the Paideia program 
(launched in 2002 and integrates in-class and out-of-class 
academic and non-academic experiences) and informa-
tion technology services. 

Moving these departments frees up space in several exist-
ing buildings, such as the Cullen building, Mood-Bridwell 
Hall, Corbin J. Robertson Center and the library.

“The primary focus really was this: to create a building 
that provided academic services to the students in one 
place ... with the added benefit of freeing up space in the 
other buildings,” Mathis said.
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Bill WaldenK.c. crow

Bill Walden has been in the Austin area 
for nearly seven years and a member of 
the Leander building inspection office 

for four. 
Originally from Arlington, Walden has 

enjoyed watching the local growth and is 
excited about all the new projects coming 

into Leander and getting the town “on 
the map.”

Senior building inspector 
for the City of Cedar Park

Senior building inspector  
for the City of Leander 

As an Austin native, K.C. Crow has 
spent most of his life in Central 
Texas. Crow has been with the City 

of Cedar Park for eight years and was just 
recently named head building inspector on 
Oct. 1. He calls the growth in Cedar Park 
“amazing” and is looking forward to 
the challenges and demands the 
inspection department will 
face.

family:  Married with two step-children, one biological son and five step-grandchildren
Contact Information: crow@cedarparktx.us

family: Two sons, William, 11 and Barrett, 3
Contact: bwalden@ci.leander.tx.us

Q. What led you into this field of work?
A. I’ve always been involved in the construction field ever since I joined the work 
force. After 12 or 14 years of hard labor and the Texas summers, I decided to move on to 
something a little less physically demanding, yet remain in the industry I felt I had good 
knowledge of.

Q. What type of training do inspectors receive?
A. We go to continuing education classes as required by the State of Texas to maintain 
our inspection licenses. International Code Council provides some seminars in neighboring 
cities like San Antonio and Dallas that occasionally we’ll attend. Anytime there is a new 
addition to the code, we try to attend some seminars to get educated as to what the major 
code changes are for the new inspections. It’s an ongoing process of becoming educated.

Q. What conditions exist in other parts of the country that require building features 
not necessary in Central Texas?
A. A big one is seismic design criteria. We’re starting to see pretty significant commercial 
growth here in Cedar Park, and a lot of these projects are from out of state that have to 
design earthquake provisions. Here in Central Texas, we’re about as low down on the 
seismic requirements as you can get. We also don’t have high wind requirements like coastal 
regions.

Q. What are the most common code violations in homes and businesses?
A. Nothing too major, usually just air tests for plumbing inspections, gas tests, that type 
of thing. As far as structural, there are so many different issues we encounter, it’s hard to say 
there is one that is consistent.

Q. What can the city do for a citizen who has concerns about a workplace, home or 
neighboring structure?
A.  They can always feel free to contact our office, and if we are not the appropriate 
personnel to handle their concern, we’re always more than happy to direct them to the 
appropriate agency or other department within the city. 

Q. Have you seen any strange violations or conditions during an inspection?
A.  I'm sure I have. After a while nothing really surprises you.

Q. What led you into this field of work?
A. I’m the son of a tradesman in the plumbing industry and chose to take the path as an 
electrician. I spent several years doing that and picking up on the other trades when I found 
that I enjoyed knowing a little bit about all the trades as opposed to one specified trade. This 
was the ideal position to be able to have a hand in all the trades and all the construction that 
is going on.

Q. What type of training do inspectors receive?
A. We receive training through the ICC, which is the International Code Council. There are 
multiple certifications and continuing education courses.

Q. What conditions exist in Central Texas that require building features not necessary in 
other parts of the country?
A. Primarily in this area some of our main obstacles would be the geographical terrain and 
the differences in soils, as far as what builders can build on and where they can’t build. We 
also have the aquifers that we have to pay special attention to.

Q. What are the most common code violations in homes and businesses?
A. In businesses, we are seeing a lot of fire safety code violations, primarily in older 
businesses that were established prior to an inspection agency being brought to the City of 
Leander.

Q. What can the city do for a citizen who has concerns about a workplace, home or 
neighboring structure?
A.  First thing we do is we evaluate what the complaint or concern is and we provide as 
much information to that citizen as possible, whether it be on the state level, county level or 
municipal level. On the municipal level, we definitely direct our attention to that problem. 
Sometimes we do call in other agencies to assist us.

Q. Have you seen any strange violations or conditions during an inspection?
A. Primarily the violations we see are not out of the ordinary. We do run into some 
circumstances where a tradesman has performed something which they thought would work 
with some strange configuration of piping or electrical. A lot of the times it’s not a tradesman, 
just someone who has taken it upon themselves to do their own work.


