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by Kara Vaught

• Perks offered can be the deciding factor  
in where a business locates

• More coMPanies in town Means lower 
taxes for residents

Story HigHligHtS

Business expansion or relocation in-
volves analysis of the potential workforce, 
transportation avenues and available real 
estate. Once a selection of suitable loca-
tions is identified, meetings are scheduled 
with officials in each city to discuss a factor 
that could clinch the deal: the incentives 
package.
Available incentives

Cities have the ability to provide perks to 
a company in order to make relocation or 
expansion in that area more attractive. 

“Incentives mean different things to dif-
ferent companies,” said Phil Brewer, eco-
nomic development director for the City 
of Cedar Park. “It may mean expediting 
permits, getting inspections done quickly, 
waiving of fees or below-market price land. 
The incentives that get the most publicity 
are the tax abatements, but it could also be 
reduced water or wastewater rates.”

Basically, a city can provide an incentive 
in any area over which it has control. Ce-
dar Park has additional power in the form 
of 4A and 4B Corporations. These special 
economic development entities are allowed 
by law to provide some perks a city cannot, 
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Story HigHligHtS  
• cedar Park and leander add Police, 

firefighters and adMinistrative staff

• tax rates differ by 10 cents

Cedar Park and Leander will each add 
about 20 city staff positions in fiscal year 
2007-2008 as both respond to an increased 
demand for services due to growth.

The tax rate in Cedar Park dropped one 
cent to $0.50807 per $100 of assessed value, 
while Leander increased to $0.607591. 
Property tax revenues in each will increase 
this year through higher valuations and the 
opening of businesses such as H-E-B Plus! 
in Leander, which opened last budget year, 

New staff, facilities included in budgets

Diane Graden, owner of 
Frames of Reference 

and 1890 Ranch in Cedar Park. 
Cedar Park budget

Joyce Herring, finance director for 
Cedar Park, said the new budget includes 
$1,065,932 for five new police officers, six 
firefighters, a dispatcher, code enforcement 
officer and the related vehicles, equipment 
and supplies. 

Other new hires will include a budget 
manager, purchasing manager, court 
operations supervisor, project manager, 
maintenance worker, crew leader and a 
part-time library assistant. 

Also, a compensation study conducted 
resulted in raises for many city employees 
in this budget at a cost of $639,635.

by Kara Vaught

BMC Millwork

ETS-Lindgren

3PS, Inc.

such as per-job credits. 
“Let’s say a company comes in and says, 

‘We’re going to create 100 jobs, and our 
salaries will total $10 million,’” Brewer said. 
“The first year 25 jobs are created, and 25 
more for each of the three years after that. 
We’ll ‘incentivize’ each job, so at the end of 
each year, when they prove they’ve created 
those 25 jobs, we’ll write them a check for 
‘X’ amount.”

Cedar Park used a per-job incentive 
package with sensor manufacturer 3PS, 
Inc. when it relocated from Hutto.

Economic development corporations 
can also buy land, build facilities or even 
give land to a company as part of an incen-
tives package, Brewer said.

Another tool allows a city to share the 
sales tax it collects with a company. Sales 
tax information is normally restricted 
to protect companies from competitors. 
Through a Chapter 380 program, a busi-
ness can instruct the state comptroller to 
provide a city with the amount of sales tax 
it generated. 1890 Ranch has such an agree-
ment with Cedar Park.

While some other incentives have time 
limits by law, sales tax sharing through 
Chapter 380 can continue for as long as the 
city and company agree to the deal.
Benefit to the city

Although cities appear to give up much 

Cities use incentives to draw business

Location: 1920 E. Whitestone Blvd., and ground was 
recently broken for the new facility on BMC Drive, which 
is on the south side of Brushy Creek Road just east of the 
Foxworth Galbraith lumber distribution facility.
What it does: Manufactures door and millwork products.

Cedar Park incentive examples

Incentives used: Cedar Park extended 
Arrow Point Drive for access to the 
complex. For BMC'S new facility, the city 
is sharing the cost of extending utilities 
and constructing a road, and will share 
a portion of the sales tax generated by 
BMC for a period of time.
Expectations: Incentives were based 
on BMC's investment and sales tax 
potential. The new facility will total 
120,000 sq. ft.; 80,000 for building 
materials, storage and distribution 
and 30,000 to house regional staff, 
construction services management and 
design staff. 

Incentives used: Funding totaling $12,250 for 
3PS, Inc. to move to Cedar Park from Hutto and 
hire new employees.
Expectations: The creation and maintenance 
of 20 jobs.
Location: 1300 Arrow Point Dr.
What it does: Provides sensors for applications 
including automotive and military.

Incentives used: Funding totaling $464,000 for 
ETS-Lindgren to expand their facility and hire 
new employees.
Expectations: $324,000 of the funding was 
based on the company's $4.5 million capital 
investment in the expansion and $140,000 was 
based on the creation and maintenance of 70 
new full-time jobs.
Location: 1301 Arrow Point Dr.
What it does: Provides products to detect, 
measure, shield and control electromagnetic, 
magnetic and acoustic energy.

General Fund — $12,524,659
City administration and services
Utility Fund — $9,782,222
Costs of providing water and wastewater 
services
Golf Course — $1,285,025
Operating costs of the Golf Course at Crystal 
Falls
General Fund Debt Service — $6,282,172
Debt and interest on items from the General 
Fund
Utility Fund Capital Projects — $6,344,389
Water and sewer extensions and expenses of 
the Brushy Creek Regional Utility Authority
General Fund Capital Projects — $5,882,748
Street and drainage projects and the bond 
approved last November for the new public 
safety building, communications system and 
fire equipment

Leander's fiscal year
    2007-2008   budget

Special, Restricted Revenue — $94,250
Must be used for the stated purpose, i.e. the Park 
Dedication Fund
                Total budget — $42,195,465
                          Last year’s total budget — $40,859,839

Projected 2007-2008 revenues — $38,707,541
Last year’s revenues — 64,164,934*

Projected top three revenue sources:
Property taxes — $7,954,172
Building permits — $1,800,000
Sales tax — $1,493,513

* Last year's 
revenues included 
about $30 million 
in certificates of 
obligation.
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When I came on board with 
Community Impact, there were 
seven employees working in an 
850 sq. ft. office. At that time, we 
were publishing the Round Rock/
Pflugerville edition and gearing 
up for the launch of our second 
paper in Leander/Cedar Park.

As more employees joined 
the team, our cozy headquarters 
became cramped. It was time 
to move into a new building. 
We look back and laugh at how 
excited we were to have two 
bathrooms and a full-size fridge! 
Within a year, we launched two 
more papers and were back in the 
hunt for more space. 

We're now in the process of 
moving into our third office. As I 
was packing, I came across photos 
from the parties celebrating the 
launch of the Leander/Cedar Park 
paper and our anniversary issue. 

Looking at these pictures, 
I think back on our humble 
beginnings and how far we’ve 
come — our staff has quadrupled, 
and our distribution has grown to 
include Cedar Park, Georgetown, 
Hutto, Leander, Northwest 

Claire M. Love
Group Publisher

Claire Love
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Austin, Pflugerville, Round Rock 
and Taylor.

As we continue to grow, we 
remain committed to providing 
the highest quality product to our 
readers and advertisers. In order 
to do so, our publisher recognized 
the need for a position dedicated 
to the overall quality of each 
publication. I was promoted to 
group publisher last spring, and 
Laura Wickett is taking my place 
as the general manager of the 
Leander/Cedar Park paper. 

If you do business in this area, 
there’s a good chance you’ve met 
Laura. She started with us as 
an account executive, and her 
enthusiasm for the area, coupled 
with her dedication to our readers 
and advertisers, made her the best 
candidate as my replacement. 

Laura might not refer to this 
area as her “neck of the woods," 
and she might not reminisce of a 
time when FM 1431 didn’t exist. 
But you can bet she’s excited 
about where Leander and Cedar 
Park are headed, and she’ll follow 
the progress of these cities with 
every bit as much passion. 

The Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard 
extension linking 
Hwy. 29 north to 
FM 3405 is now 
open.

The 4.5 mile 
stretch of road is 
an extension of 
Parmer Lane that 
is designed to act 
as an alternative 
to IH 35 and 
Hwy. 183. In 
addition to the 
new roadway, the 
intersection of 
Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard and 
Hwy. 29 was widened to accommodate turning lanes. A stoplight 
was also added.

The road is an interim two-lane undivided rural roadway that 
will be upgraded to a four-line divided facility in the future. The 
new road was opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony Sept. 24, with 
the road officially accepting traffic that afternoon. The traffic lights 
began operation Sept. 25.

Construction began on the project in April 2005. The $8.5 million 
road was funded through voter-approved bonds in the 2000 road 
bond package. 

The southern leg of Ronald Reagan Boulevard is expected to be 
completed by January 2008, and Phase 2 of the northern project 
linking FM 3405 to RM 2338 is planned to be completed in the 
summer of 2008.

Ronald Reagan Boulevard extension opens
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Published 13 times annually

How to get a Community Impact Newspaper
Community Impact Newspaper is published 13 times a year and 
mailed to more than 207,000 households and businesses in the 
Round Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Leander, Georgetown, Hutto, 
Taylor and Austin areas.
 In a world of free Internet news and decreasing newspaper 
circulation, the CI staff believes readers still want the printed story. 
Each month, all residents in each of our markets through direct mail 
receive a free copy of quality content specifically covering the news 
and information that will affect them.

Publication Dates
Round Rock and Pflugerville: 
First Friday of each month
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor: 
Second Friday of each month
Cedar Park and Leander: 
Third Friday of each month
Northwest Austin: 
Fourth Friday of each month

Subscriptions in our other markets are available

$39
$71.50
$87.75
$104

$3
$2.75
$2.25
$2
$3.50

One market
Two markets
Three markets
Four markets
Back issue

One year 
(13 issues)

Per 
issue

Subscription 
Rates

For more information, call 989-6808.

Laura Wickett 
General Manager
lwickett@
impactnews.com

Kara Vaught 
Senior Writer 
kvaught@
impactnews.com

Talk to us
Community 
Impact Newspaper 
welcomes your 
comments, 
questions and 
suggestions. Items 
to be included in 
the next issue must 
reach our office by 
the first Friday of 
the month.

Members of the community gathered Sept. 24 north 
of Hwy. 29 at the intersection of the new Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard for a ribbon cutting. From left 
to right, David Pope, president of the Liberty Hill 
Chamber of Commerce; Valerie Covey, Precinct 3 
Williamson County Commissioner; Cynthia Long, 
Precinct 2  Williamson County Commissioner; Connie 
Fuller, Liberty Hill mayor; Greg Boatright, former 
Williamson County Commissioner; and Lisa Birkman, 
Precinct 1 Williamson County Commissioner.
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by Mark Collins

CEDAR PARk BUSInESS - FRAmES oF REFEREnCE

Customer buys closing business, frames it her way

Diane Graden, owner

Frames of Reference
600 S. Bell Blvd.

795-8454
www.framesofreference.com

Closer
    Look 

Frames of Reference has been operating in Cedar Park 
for 18 months and specializes in the pickup and delivery 
of custom framed pieces.

“I will go to the home, office or meet in a parking lot 
if that is the most convenient,” said business owner and 
operator Diane Graden. “One time I met a woman in a 
coffee shop because she wanted to do something for her 
husband as a surprise.”

Graden started her business with the purchase of an 
existing framing company that had operated in Austin for 
12 years. 

When Graden, a customer herself, found out that the 
store would be closing, she thought of all the custom-
ers who would be affected. She purchased the business, 
moved north to Cedar Park and Frames of Reference was 
born.

“The idea of pickup and delivery service was just me 
thinking, ‘Well what can I do that’s different? How can I 
better help the customers?’” Graden said. 

Most framing operations require customers to drop off 
the material, and may offer delivery for an extra charge. 
At Frames of Reference, every customer is treated to free 
pickup and delivery.

Artist Debra Broz, who has a fine arts degree and exten-

sive experience with framing, is the framer at the store.
“You really need to have a framer who has enough in-

novation to be able to look at something and say, ‘We can 
do that,’” Broz said. “When you’re looking for a framer, 
you’re looking for someone who will be able to under-
stand your tastes and give you more than what you want.”

When having a piece framed, it is important to design 
the frame around the artwork, not the couch or the wall 
color where it will hang, Graden said. 

Frames of Reference doesn’t typically have people at 
the store picking colors or frames. Instead, all design is 
handled by Graden and Broz. 

If customers are unhappy with the finished product, 
Frames of Reference will completely redo the project to 
satisfy the customer. In 18 months of service, Graden has 
had only one project returned.

The business uses only archival materials in its fram-
ing. These materials are made of cotton and are acid free, 
which ensures the durability and protection of the piece. 
According to Broz, improper backing such as cardboard, 
can lead to the destruction of framed items. 

“The business is very small and growing, and so it has 
been very personalized,” said Graden. “I just really enjoy 
it, and I’ll do this until I’m 85.”

Buttercup Creek Rd.

Cypress Creek Rd.
N

W h at  c a n  B e  f r a m e d :

Frames of Reference

Some of the things, other than photographs and art, that have been framed:
Fossils
Newspaper clippings
Wrigley Field commemorative bricks
13th century documents
Baby doll dresses

Framer Debra Broz prepares a mat board for framing.

Brushy Creek Rd.
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soups, sandwiches, desserts, teas and coffees for lunch 
for $4.50. All proceeds and donations go to benefit the 
church. For more information, contact Barbara Schwartz 
at 335-9540.

 
      Entrepreneur expo
The first Cedar Park Entrepreneur Expo will be Oct. 20 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the original Austin Community 
College building, 1555 Cypress Creek Road. The expo is 
designed to give small, home-based businesses with less 
visibility the opportunity for exposure. There will be 70 
vendor booths as well as a visit from the Central Texas 
Blood Mobile. For more information, call the chamber of 
commerce office at 260-7800. 

Adopt-a-dog month
October is adopt-a-shelter-dog month in Williamson 
County. The Williamson County Regional Animal 
Shelter, 1855 S.E. Inner Loop in Georgetown, is offering 
a $25 discount on all pets, dropping the adoption fee to 
$60. The fee covers basic vaccines, spaying or neutering, 
heartworm screening and a microchip. Pure breeds from 
Chihuahuas to German shepherds to cow dogs to basset 
hounds and many types of mix-breeds are available. The 
shelter is open Tuesday through Sunday. For more infor-
mation, call 943-3322.

       Z’ Tejas
In November, Z’Tejas plans to open a new location at 
10525 W. Parmer Lane in the Avery Ranch development. 
The native Austin company will hire 135 employees of all 
experience levels for the new location. Applicants should 
stop by the job trailer at the location. The hiring process 
runs Oct. 8 to Nov. 2, and the restaurant plans a ribbon 
cutting and grand opening celebration on Nov. 12.

Pet adoption day
The Pet Alliance of Central Texas will host a day of pet 
adoption Oct. 20. Many cats and dogs will be available for 
adoption, as well as a performance by the "Rockin Mighty 
Mutts Dog Show." The event is from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at 
the Show Barn in San Gabriel Park in Georgetown. The 
Pet Alliance of Central Texas is a coalition of local animal 
groups. Members include: Humane Society of William-
son County, Central Texas SPCA, Georgetown Animal 
Outreach and the City of Georgetown Animal Shelter. For 
more information, contact the Humane Society of Wil-
liamson County at 260-3602.

       New park opens
Williamson County is opening its newest park at 3900 
Brushy Creek Road. Champion Park is the home of a 
covered children’s play area, large picnic pavilion and 
fishing area. The play area includes dinosaur bones hid-
den under sand for discovery and a whale’s tail sprayscape 
to cool off under. The grand opening celebration is Oct. 
20 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Learn parenting mysteries
Mary Ann Kluga, Substance Abuse Prevention Coordina-
tor for Leander ISD, will teach a series of four interactive 
workshops called Power PACK – Parenting A Cham-
pion Kid. The seminars focus on meeting the everyday 
challenges of parenting. Session one, “An Introduction to 
Love and Logic,” begins the end of October. Admission is 
free but seating is limited to 60 people. For locations and 
more information, contact Myra Foster at 434-5395 or 
myra.foster@leanderisd.org.

       New bank location
Capital One opened a new location at 14951 Avery 
Ranch Blvd. Oct. 8. The 5,500 sq. ft. building is open 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The drive thru is open two 
hours earlier on Mondays to Fridays. Capital One will 
host a grand opening on Nov. 3 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Working together
Cedar Park High School, 2150 Cypress Creek Road, 
and Leander ISD are forming a Parent Teacher 
Student Association. Parents, students and staff are 
encouraged to join. It will work to develop leadership 
skills and give students a voice. For more information, 
contact Leander ISD PTA president Melissa Taylor at 
731-2265 or c_melissa_taylor@yahoo.com.

New facility
BMC, a building supply company, is building a 
100,000 sq. ft. facility near Brushy Creek Road just east 
of 183A Toll. The company broke ground on Sept. 20 
and should finish by late Summer 2008. The facility 
will serve as a building material distribution center 
and regional headquarters for the company. For more 
information, visit www.bmcwest.com.

Neighborhood pub
Cedar Park’s first 
craft beer and 
wine bar, The 
Dig Pub, opened 
for regular busi-
ness hours Sept. 
28. A grand 
opening event 
was tentatively 
scheduled for the 
second week in 
October. It has 
25 domestic craft 
or micro-brewed 
beers on draft, a 
selection of bot-
tled beers and a unique wine selection. The Dig Pub 
is open 3 p.m. - 11 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
3 p.m. - midnight Friday, 1 p.m. - midnight Saturday 
and 1 p.m. - 11 p.m. on Sunday at 401 Cypress Creek 
Road, Ste. 600. For more information, call 996-9900.

      Christmas bazaar
The First United Methodist Church at 600 W. Park 
St. will host the Angels Among Us Christmas Bazaar 
on Nov. 9 from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. and Nov. 10 from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m. Most of the items for sale are handmade 
and styled for holiday gift giving. There is also a silent 
auction, bake shop and raffle for a handmade quilt. 
Organizers plan to have a room serving homemade 

City honored
The City of Cedar Park received honorable mention 
Sept. 18 from the International Economic Develop-
ment Council for the development of its Web site, www.
cedarparkprospector.com. Competing in the category of 
Special Purpose Web site with other organizations serving 
populations less than 50,000, the city was commended 
for the site’s expansiveness and ease of use to promote the 
development of new and expanded business enterprises.

Bed and breakfast
Martha Walker, former owner of Dodge City Steakhouse 
in Pflugerville, opened the Walker House at Stonehurst 
bed and breakfast in her home. Located a mile north 
of the intersection of RM 1431 and Sam Bass Road and 
directly across the street from the Williamson County 
Regional Park, "Miss Martha" offers her modern home, 
swimming pool and homemade country breakfast to her 
guests seven days a week. For reservations, call 1-800-
878-8143 or 259-8738. For more information, visit www.
walkerstonehurst.com.

Annual holiday bazaar
For the sixth year, the Annual Holiday Bazaar will take 
place at Cedar Park High School, 2150 Cypress Creek 
Road, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 17. The festival 
features arts, crafts and food for the whole family. Admis-
sion for adults is $1, with proceeds benefiting Cedar Park 
High School Project Graduation. For more information, 
call Peggy de la Rosa at 335-4438.

Chiropractic clinic
Dr. Richard Worley, known better to his clients as Dr. 
"Ditto," is opening a chiropractic office in The Shops at 
Silverado at 12920 W. Parmer Lane. Life Align is the re-
alization of a lifelong dream to open his own chiropractic 
business. The clinic will focus on entire families and work 
with the whole body and not just the pain. The office is 
expected to open in mid-October.

Library grant 
The Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., 
and Library Foundation received $25,000 from the Dell 
Foundation’s Literate Community Grant. The grant helps 
fund story times, book discussion clubs and special pro-
grams. The funds also help pay for print and audio visual 
materials to meet community needs. The award marks the 
sixth year that the library has received the Dell Grant.

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com.
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    Aquatic center
The city held a groundbreaking ceremony Sept. 21 
for the new Northwest Community Park Fam-
ily Aquatic Center, 2525 W. New Hope Road. The 
aquatic center will feature a multi-use pool, lane 
pool and diving well. Construction on the $3.5 mil-
lion facility is expected to be completed in early May 
2008 with doors opening to the public on Memorial 
Day.
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by Mark Collins

LEAnDER BUSInESS - TFR EnTERPRISES

When disaster strikes, TFR Enterprises respondsCloser
    Look 

TFR Enterprises, named for its owners initials, started 
50 years ago as a land clearing and tree removal firm in 
Tennessee. In 1992, TFR made the decision to focus pri-
marily on disaster recovery, and five years ago it decided 
to relocate to Leander.

“This is home base,” said senior project manager Randy 
Turner of the family-owned and operated corporation. 
“[Company owner] Tipton Rowland and his wife wanted 
to be here.”

For 15 years, TFR has responded to nearly every major 
disaster, more than 30 in all. The organization worked 
with such events as Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane 
Ivan as well as local events like ice storms.

“Every hurricane, tornado, flood, demolition — even 
insect infestation, — we can respond,” said Turner. “We 
watch the news and keep track of the weather; we have 
people there before it even hits.”

Once TFR is on the scene, it is a self-sustained opera-
tion. The company has five mobile command centers that 
house up to 12 individuals and oversee all aspects of the 
recovery. 

Each operator is cross-trained on all equipment to en-
sure maximum efficiency and prevent work from stopping 

because there isn’t anyone to operate the machinery. TFR 
also services and maintains its own equipment.

Now, TFR Enterprises is getting back to its roots and 
focusing on hauling and disposing of yard waste, tree 
debris and land clearing for homeowners, contractors and 
municipalities.

“We offer full-site service,” said Turner. “We do land 
clearing, put in roads, anything a site man-
ager could want done.”

Turner is also quick to add that no job is 
too big or too small; from a pile of brush 
to the next huge commercial development, 
TFR is capable of handling it all. 

The company owns more than 100 
pieces of equipment, including heavy-
haulers, excavators, dozers and numerous 
trailers for debris removal.

It is a venture that will eventually create 
25-30 jobs for local residents. TFR will 
hire drivers, operators and mechanics 
from the Cedar Park and Leander area. 

If a disaster hits, TFR may hire more 
than 150 workers on a temporary basis. 

The TFR Enterprises fleet of haulers in front of Hwy. 183

TFR Enterprises
601 Leander Drive

260-5300 
www.tfrinc.com

TFR's disaster recovery

Boasting more than 90 years of combined hauling expe-
rience, TFR moved into a new facility on Leander Drive 
in June. 

According to Turner, the company feels blessed to be in 
the right place at the right time and hopes to get familiar 
with large developments and local individuals.  

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

N

When TFR Enterprises responds to a disaster, it is typically on the scene within 
hours and begins work as soon as possible. Crews work 12 hours a day, seven days 
a week until the job is completed, which usually takes eight to 12 weeks. 
TFR typically follows a response method:
• Clear all major and necessary roads
• Help utility companies restore service to homes
• Haul major debris out of area
• Set up grinders and begin grinding process
• Transfer out material produced by grinders 

Old FM 2243
FM 2243

Leander D
r.

TFR Enterprises
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Pumpkin patch
Leander United Methodist Church, 107 S. West Drive, re-
ceived hundreds of pumpkins Oct. 13 and will sell them until 
Halloween. The pumpkin patch is open from 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday and from noon - 6 p.m. on Sunday. 
On Oct. 27, the church will host a festival including a moon-
walk, face painting and storytelling. The events will begin at 
10 a.m. For more information, call the church at 259-1284 or 
call Lynn at 363-5034.

Library news
The Leander Public Library, 1011 South Bagdad Road, an-
nounced its new storytime schedule for the fall. Monday ages 
3-5 have story time at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday ages 3-5 have story 
time at 7 p.m. and K-5 has story time at 7 p.m. Friday ages 1-3 
have story time at 9:30 a.m. For more information, call 259-
5259 or visit www.youseemore.com/leander. 
On Oct. 31, dress up and celebrate with books, crafts and 
trick-or-treating. Toddlers and pre-schoolers start the party at 
10 a.m. and K-5 starts at 3:15 p.m.
Children can also sign up to read to a Bow-Wow Reading 
Therapy Dog for 15-minute time slots, available on the first 
Saturday of each month from 10 a.m. to noon. For more 
information, contact Janky Makecha, the library's children’s 
director, at 259-5259 or e-mail at jmakecha@leander.lib.tx.us.

Sponsor a hero
Anytime Fitness has announced its participation in a cam-

LEAnDER BUSInESS - TFR EnTERPRISES

When disaster strikes, TFR Enterprises responds

News or questions about Leander? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com.
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his or her own individual recovery plan. She specializes 
in orthopedic injury, but handles any pain. The office is 
open from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday. For more information, call 259-5667.

       New Chinese restaurant
Great Wall Restaurant, 1906 Bagdad Road, has a new 
location in Leander. It serves fine Chinese cuisine Tues-
day through Sunday from 11 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 
– 9 p.m. For more information, call 528-8892.

      Run for your wife
The 11th season of the Way Off Broadway Community 
Players Theatre, 10960 E. Crystal Falls Pkwy., kicked off 
with the show "Run For Your Wife" directed by Lynda 
Davidson. The comedy is showing Fridays and Satur-
days at 8 p.m. through Oct. 27. There will be one Sunday 
performance on Oct. 21 at 3 p.m. Tickets are $12, $10 
for students and seniors, $5 for children 6 and under. To 
reserve tickets, call 336-8966 or visit www.wobcp.org.

       New chiropractic facility
Dr. J.M. Vaughn and Dr. Jennifer Vaughn opened a new 
chiropractic facility at 409 S. West Drive called Texas 
Chiropractic and Family Wellness. The team has 58 
years of combined experience and opened on Oct. 16. 
For more information, call 260-0201.

Chamber benefit banquet and 
auction
The annual Greater Leander Chamber Banquet & 
Silent Auction is set for Oct. 26 at Reunion Ranch. 
Reunion Ranch will cater the event as more than 30 
baskets and gifts donated by Leander-area businesses are 
auctioned off. Tickets are $40 for an individual and $75 
for a couple. For more information contact the chamber 
of commerce at 259-1907.

      LHS baseball craft fair
For the second year, the Leander High School Lions 
baseball team will put on the annual Craft Market. 
With more than 100 vendors, the market will have ev-
erything from handmade purses and ceramic pieces to 
scrapbooking and woodworking merchandise. Running 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Nov. 3 at 3301 S. Bagdad Road, 
admission is $2 per person and children under 12 get in 
free. All proceeds benefit the Lions baseball team. 

       Flu shots
In general, it is recommended that everyone obtain a flu 
shot each year. A flu shot clinic is scheduled from 1-7 
p.m. Nov. 3 at Walgreens Pharmacy, 905 Crystal Falls 
Pkwy. For more information, call 528-0970. For more 
information about the flu and the flu vaccine, visit www.
cdc.gov/flu. For more information about flu clinic loca-
tions, visit www.findaflushot.com.
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paign to help raise money for national and local 
charities. The “Celebrating Everyday Super Heroes” 
campaign encourages the local Anytime Fitness 
to recruit 24 businesses to sponsor a local hero for 
$100. In addition, Anytime Fitness members can 
support their own unsung hero for $24. Half of all 
donations go to the American Heart Association 
and the other half to Hill Country Community 
Ministries, a local charity chosen by owners Paul 
and Alanna Greenberg. Anytime Fitness is located 
at 2800 S. Bagdad Road, 260-9797.

Gracy Title's new home
The oldest title company in Travis County is open-
ing a new office in Leander. Gracy Title Company, 
901 Crystal Falls Parkway, Ste. 201, is expected to 
open in late October.

Low cost vaccinations 
The Humane Society of Williamson County, 
10930 E. Crystal Falls Pkwy., will host a low-cost 
vaccination clinic Oct. 27 from 1 - 3 p.m. at its facil-
ity on Crystal Falls Parkway. Heartworm testing for 
dogs and FELV/FIV testing for cats will be offered as 
well as vaccinations and microchips for both. Vac-
cinations and tests run $6-$20, and microchips are 
$20. For more information, contact Memi Cárdenas 
at 260-3602.

      New Branch
A new office for Quest Diagnostics has opened in 
Leander at 904 Crystal Falls Pkwy., Ste 2. The office 
had its grand opening Oct. 1 and operates from 
7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 8 
a.m. – noon on Saturday. For more information, call 
259-2879. 

      Orthopedic Physical Therapy
Koop Physical Therapy opened in Leander at 1904 
Bagdad Road, Ste. 2. Niki Koop has been in the field 
for 12 years and opened for business Oct. 1. Koop 
takes an eclectic approach and gives each patient 
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City budgets
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“This was done to stay competitive in 
the marketplace as far as salaries and titles 
are concerned,” said Melanie Kliebert, 
communications director for Cedar Park.

The fire department received considerable 
attention in this budget. In addition to six 
new firefighters, the city will purchase a 
combination engine and ladder truck. Fire 
Station 4 will also be opened, equipped and 
staffed this year.

On the administrative side, the city will 
spend $228,000 to purchase new finance, 
human resources and payroll software.

“The software is expected to dramatically 
increase both effectiveness and efficiencies 
in those areas,” Kliebert said. “Many tasks 
that are performed manually will be 
automated. All of these modules will work 
together and will also allow for greater 
collaboration and streaming of work 
flow between the departments.”

Copies of Cedar Park’s budget may be 
requested at the City of Cedar Park City 
Hall, 600 N. Bell Blvd.
Cedar Park tax rate

During 2007-2008, the owner of a 
$100,000 home will pay $508.07 in city 
property taxes, down $10 from last year.  
Taxes on a $250,000 home will be  $1,270.18, 
down $25. However, because home values 
have increased, most homeowners will pay 
more in taxes this year than last year.
Leander budget

Leander will add 18 new employees in 
2007-2008, including  four police officers, 
two dispatchers, four firefighters, three 

parks maintenance workers, one full and 
two part-time street maintenance workers, a 
purchasing agent and one human resources 
administrator.

“The City of Leander is in such a growth 
mode at the current time that it is difficult 
to give the level of service that is expected 
by the citizens without the manpower 
needed to produce that service,” said 
finance director Sharon Johnson. 

Also notable in the budget is money for 
the construction of a four-lane undivided 
urban roadway to extend CR 273 from RM 
2243 to CR 274. The project, known as the 
San Gabriel T, is a partnership between 
Leander and the Texas Department of 
Transportation. 

The road will run through the transit-
oriented development, providing additional 
access to Capital Metro’s rail line, scheduled 
to begin service in 2008. The total cost is 
estimated at $5,037,500, with Leander’s 
contribution totaling $1,007,500. Johnson 
said the city anticipates developers to cover 
that amount.

For water and utilities, the council 
authorized $9.2 million in certificates of 
obligation for the North Brushy Creek 
Interceptor and the new Regional Water 
Treatment Plant, a project in partnership 
with Cedar Park and Round Rock.

Copies of the budget may be requested at 
the Leander City Hall, 200 W. Willis St.
Leander tax rate

The penny increase from last year means 
that the owner of a $100,000 home will pay 
$607.59 in city property taxes this budget 
year, up $9.29 from last year. The taxes on a 
$250,000 home will be $1,518.98, up $23.23 
from last year.

Cedar Park's fiscal year
2007-2008   budget

General Fund  — $27,266,458
Includes city administration and services such 
as the library, parks, police and fire service.
General obligation 
Debt Service — $8,031,405
The debt and interest for items such as streets, 
parks and the justice center.
Utility Fund — $23,389,951
Operating costs of providing water and waste-
water service to residents living within the city 
limits and services by city utilities.
Utility Debt Service — $5,741,245
The debt and interest for utility infrastructure 
such as storm sewers and water lines.
Hidden Valley — $80,000
The maintenance and services on several homes 
the city owns near the YMCA on Little Elm. The 
homes were rented in past years, but are now 
vacant.
Vehicle and Equipment Service — $1,275,500
An internal service fund that covers mainte-
nance and replacements costs for city vehicles 
such as police cruisers. 
occupancy Tax Fund — $178,200
Guests pay a tax when they stay in the three 
area lodging places. The city uses a portion of 
the money collected from this tax to pay for 
marketing to promote tourism.
4A Corporation — $3,751,223 
The money collected from the city’s 1 cent sales 
tax, which the city collects and then gives to the 
corporation. It is used for economic develop-
ment projects such as incentives to businesses. 
The 4A Corporation gets half of each cent.
4B Corporation — $3,550,834 
The money collected from the city’s 1 
cent sales tax, which the city collects 
and then gives to the corporation. It is 
used for economic development such 
as streets, transportation, parks and 
entertainment projects. The 4B Corpo-

ration gets half of each cent.
Grant/Restricted — $152,738 
Grants or funds that are restricted for only the 
stated purpose, such as park dedication.
               Total budget — $73,417,554
                         Last year’s total budget — $65,863,435

      Projected revenues — $25,516,577
      Last year’s revenues — $22,170,400

major sources of projected revenue:
Increased sales tax collections — $6,624,111
The amount increased 20 percent from last 
year’s estimate due to the growth in the com-
mercial tax base, including 1890 Ranch. 
Property taxes — $7,632,053
The amount increased 12 percent over last 
year’s estimate due to new properties and 
increased valuations.
Building permits — $1,750,000
The amount is the same as last year.
Franchise fees — $2,665,000
The amount paid by service providers such as 
electric companies for use of city streets and 
materials.

Note: The monies defined as revenue are allocated 
to cover the expenses of the general fund operating 
budget.
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by beth Wade

Los Reyes mexican Restaurant
251 n. Bell Blvd.

258-4016 
monday-Sunday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

m e x i c a n  V S . t e x - m e x

Owners Manuel Chavez, Michael Nambo and Isauro Nambo.

Restaurant brings flavor from interior MexicoNeighborhood
         Dining

LoS REyES mExICAn RESTAURAnT

People from Central Texas know you can generally find 
a Tex-Mex restaurant on any street corner, but sometimes 
finding good Mexican and Tex-Mex food can be a little 
more difficult. Los Reyes offers authentic flavor, Tex-Mex 
and great lunch specials. 

As we walked into the restaurant, I must admit, I was 
not expecting to find high-quality food in the middle of a 
shopping center, but I was mistaken. The aromas waft-
ing from the kitchen were mouth watering, and we were 
eager to see if the food could possibly taste as good as it 
smelled.

Be warned, with a crowded dining room, it may take a 
little longer to enjoy. 

Recipes for the restaurant are created by co-owners 
Isauro Nambo, his nephew Michael Nambo and Manuel 
Chavez. Isauro was born in Michoacan, Mexico and im-
migrated to Texas in 1981. 

Customers will find all three at work in the kitchen or 
on the floor helping patrons. The inspiration for each dish 
comes from the food served in interior Mexico. 

The Carne Guisada ($6.95 for lunch) came highly 
recommended by the waitress. The chunks of beef, served 
in brown gravy with onions and peppers, were tender and 

Traditional Mexican food is prepared using 100 
percent Mexican ingredients and must be prepared 
as it is in Mexico.
Tex-Mex is prepared using some Mexican 
ingredients and some American. While a dish can 
be from Mexico, if American ingredients are used, it 
is considered Tex-Mex.

NPark St.

Los Reyes Mexican

FM 1431
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Incentives
CONTINUED FROM |1

in incentives, the benefits are mutual. Cit-
ies grow the economy and businesses grow 
revenue.

“So many communities want to expand 
their tax base and workforce because that 
provides additional revenue streams,” 
Brewer said. “In many cases, it allows you 
to lower the property taxes that residences 
and businesses pay because you are able to 
spread out that tax among more property.”

With increased revenue from thriving 
businesses, cities can also undertake more 
projects that affect quality of life, including 
parks, libraries, roads and schools. 

The increased appeal from such ameni-
ties draws more residents, which in turn at-
tracts more business in a cycle that ideally 
produces a healthy, prosperous city.
The process

Before a relocation or expansion, com-
panies identify the cities with the largest 
customer base. 

Then the availability of land or a suitable 
building is examined.

“Typically these days the process is mov-
ing so fast that they like to find an available 
building because it is faster than construc-
tion,” Brewer said.

After narrowing the list of possible loca-
tions, company representatives visit with 
city staff and other business owners.

“They want to see what housing costs are, 
look at the school district and the employ-
ee base,” Brewer said. “Those are things we 
rate very highly on; we are very fortunate.”

Leander is becoming increasingly attrac-

tive to developers as well, said economic 
development director Kirk Clennan.

“We’re aggressive with land development 
because we can get them through the per-
mit process quickly," Clennan said. “There 
haven’t been a lot of examples where we’ve 
used economic incentives yet. We’re not 
there yet, but with the Capital Metro rail 
line and the transit-oriented development, 
it won’t be long.”

Leander does not have a 4A or 4B Cor-
poration, but has used utility and infra-
structure reimbursement as incentives for 
projects such as H-E-B Plus! and the Gate-
way at Leander shopping center, for which 
land has now been cleared. 

As Brewer said, different companies need 

1890 Ranch
Incentives used: A Chapter 380 
program where the city shares a 
portion of the ad valorem (property) 
and sales tax proceeds generated off 
the project with the developer.
Expectations: Endeavor, the 
developer, must comply with all 
of the performance measures set 
forth in the agreement relating 
to the amount of gross leasable 
space developed in the project, 
capital investment in the project, 
the amount of leased and open for 
business space. 
Location: Northeast corner of RM 
1431 and 183A Toll
What it does: 1890 Ranch is a 
retail center that opened Oct. 15. 
Stores include Super Target, Office 
Max, PetSmart, Circuit City, Ross, 
Chick-fil-A, Wachovia Bank, Gold’s 
Gym, Starbucks, Massage Envy and a 
Cinemark Theater.

different incentives, and often the deal of-
fered by one city can tip the scales in its fa-
vor for development.
Protecting the investment

As Leander grows, Clennan said the city 
is careful to protect itself when offering in-
centives. 

Each deal is performance based.
In the case of per-job incentives, if the 

company must eliminate some of the jobs it 
created within a set amount of time, it must 
pay back the money it received. 

“With any kind of incentive you have 
a clawback clause so that if the company 
doesn’t live up to its promise, you get those 
dollars back,” Brewer said. 

Leander incentive examples
H-E-B Plus!

Incentives used: Reimbursement for the realignment of FM 2243.
Expectations: Creation and maintenance of jobs and increased 
sales tax revenue for the city.
What is does: Grocery store, pharmacy, RediClinic and International 
Bank of Commerce.
Location: 651 N. Hwy. 183

Transit-oriented development
Incentives used: The city will reimburse up to 50 percent of 
developer’s infrastructure costs.
Expectations: Creation and maintenance of jobs and increased 
sales tax revenue for the city.
What it does: In addition to serving as the northernmost stop on 
Capital Metro’s light rail line, scheduled to begin in 2008, and with 
the Park & Ride system now in place, the TOD is planned to be a 
mixed-use development of homes, offices and retail shops.
Location: 2,300 acres across Hwy. 183 from H-E-B Plus!

Gateway at Leander

Incentives used: Reimbursement of infrastructure 
including a storm sewer system.
Expectations: Creation and maintenance of jobs and 
increased sales tax revenue for the city.
What it does: A shopping center to include Lowe’s, Kohl’s, 
Taco Bell, McDonald’s, IBC Bank and Regent Bank.
Location: 47 acres on the northwest corner of Hwy. 183 
and Crystal Falls Parkway.
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by katherine kennedy

non-PRoFIT - HABITAT FoR HUmAnITy

Habitat builds foundation for home ownershipCloser
    Look 

habitat for humanity
701 n. austin ave., Georgetown

863-4344 • www.williamsonhabitat.org

ReShawn Castille and son Derek break ground for their 
Habitat for Humanity home.

Last year ReShawn Castille and her son Derek were 
living in an apartment; this holiday season they plan on 
moving into a brand new home.

“We are providing home ownership opportunities for 
families here in Williamson County,” said executive direc-
tor Debbie Hoffman. “Our focus is on families with 30-50 
percent of the median income.”

Habit for Humanity makes the dream of home owner-
ship a reality by not only helping to build a house, but also 
by preparing new home owners for their new responsibil-
ity. 

Applicants are expected to complete 300 to 500 hours of 
community service, and only 100-150 of those hours goes 
towards construction work on the house. The other time 
is spent in the classroom on topics such as home mainte-
nance, home decorating, nutrition, landscaping and lawn 
maintenance. 

Applicants must also complete Financial Peace Univer-
sity, a 13-week video series that teaches financial security 
and self-sufficiency. Habitat for Humanity then gives new 
homeowners a 20-year, no interest mortgage.

“Once they pay it off, it is their house,” Hoffman said.
Despite sound financial planning and preparation, what 

really makes Habitat for Humanity run are its volunteers.
“We need more because we’re building more houses,” 

Hoffman said. “There are a variety of volunteer opportu-

nities at Habitat. They can work indoors, they can work 
outdoors, and if they want to help us physically build a 
house, they can.”

A typical Habitat house requires 2200 volunteer hours 
to complete. Professional contractors pour the concrete, 
do the plumbing and electrical work, but the rest is done 
by volunteers. Homes are finished in four to five months 
and carry a two-year guarantee.

In July, Habitat for Humanity affiliates in Georgetown 
and Round Rock merged to form the Habitat for Human-
ity of Williamson County. 

The merger has allowed the organization to grow and 
build more homes. In 2005 it built two homes, five last 
year and nine in 2007. 

Next year, Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County 
plans to build 11 homes.

One of those homes is an all-woman-built house slated 
to begin in February. The organization is looking for 
female sponsors, construction leaders and volunteers 
to help build a home for a single mother and her two 
daughters.

Those who are interested in applying for a Habitat 
home are required to attend one of the application meet-
ings throughout October. These 11 homes will be located 
in Georgetown, Round Rock and Taylor and will begin 
construction in July 2008.

A  little known Habitat for Humanity resource 
is the Re-Store. Located at 2108 N. Austin 
Ave. in Georgetown, the Re-Store sells new 
and used items at 50-70 percent of the normal 

cO n S t r U c t i O n  r e S a L e retail price. These items come from 
donations by contractors, individuals and 
homes that have been deconstructed. 
The store is open to the public. Not only 
are items available at a discounted rate, 

but it keeps the materials from going to 
the landfill. All of the items for sale in the 
Re-Store have been donated, so all sales 
benefit Habitat for Humanity. “You can find 
all sorts of treasures there,” Hoffman said. 
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County  
Impact

williamSon county and citieS HealtH diStrict

WHo IS A mEmBER?
When WCCHD was reorganized as a separate health district, as opposed to a county department in 1989, the only cities in Williamson County with enough population 
to help pay for WCCHD funding were Taylor, Georgetown, Cedar Park and Round Rock. Since city governments fund WCCHD on a per capita basis and the population is 
growing, costs were also rising, which led the four current members to wonder why other cities in the county weren’t also members. Earlier this year former director 
Karen Wilson and the four city managers visited each city in Williamson County to encourage them to join. 

As of Oct. 1, Liberty Hill and Hutto had voted to join. Granger, Florence, Bartlett and Thrall have not yet reached a decision. Leander voted to contribute $10,000, but 
opted not to join. Weir and Jarrell also declined to join the health district.

Not many people know what the Williamson County 
and Cities Health District does, even though it has been 
around for almost 20 years.

“Our job as a health district is to protect and promote 
the health of the people of Williamson County,” said WC-
CHD Public Information Director Gyl Wadge. “A lot of 
those programs might be client based, but we do things 
every day to help everyone.”

Wadge is talking about daily services, which specifically 
translate into restaurant inspections, food handler classes, 
enforcing sewage facility regulations, floodplain regula-
tions and so on. All are an effort to keep Williamson 
County residents healthy.

Of all the services WCCHD provides, the traditional 
public health clinic is at the core of it. Clinics are located 
in Cedar Park, Round Rock, Georgetown and Taylor. They 
consist of registered nurses, licensed vocational nurses 
and nurse practitioners who are in regular contact with 
doctors to go over charts and provide more guidance.

In addition, WCCHD offers many client-based pro-
grams that range from data collection and analysis to 
prenatal care and nutrition. 

“It’s kind of like when people ask you who your favorite 

child is,” Wadge said of the individual programs. “They’re 
all just so important for the health of the community, and 
they’re all kind of different.”

One program Wadge said goes underused is Women, 
Infants and Children and Community Nutrition. The 
federally funded program teaches proper nutrition for 
pregnant and breastfeeding women and provides breast-
feeding support and food vouchers for mothers and 
children under 5.

WCCHD will also never turn down anyone who comes 
into one of its clinics for a vaccination.

“We would like to have 100-percent enrollment of those 
who are eligible, and we’d love a 100-percent immuniza-
tion rate for kiddos,” Wadge said.

WCCHD has also done extensive data gathering. The 
Planning and Public Information department surveys the 
community about behavioral risks and makes the infor-
mation publicly available.

Even though WCCHD acts as an umbrella administra-
tion for many different programs, communication among 
those entities is still a necessity, Wadge said. Since all 
the programs are already working together, they have an 
advantage over health departments.

by Mark Collins

WCCHD addresses many of residents’ health issues Administration
• Supports all WCCHD functions
• Services include: accounting, budgeting, personnel/payroll, 
  purchasing and records management

Community Health Education and Social Services
• Connects county residents to health services
• Provides medical resources information for the uninsured and
  underinsured
• Provides eligibility screening for medical assistance programs
• Provides education and case management for pregnant women
  and diabetics

Environmental Health Services
• Enforces On-Site Sewage Facilities (OSSF) regulations
• Administers county floodplain regulations
• Conducts subdivision reviews
• Conducts food service establishment inspections
• Provides food handler classes

Emergency Preparedness and Response
• Collaborates with fire, police and EMS to plan responses to public
  health emergencies

Planning and Public Information
• Performs public health data collection, analysis and dissemination
• Coordinates volunteers
• Organizes public information functions and strategic planning

Public Health nursing (Clinic health care)
• Provides prenatal care and referral
• Provides immunizations for children and adults
• Performs sexually transmitted disease testing and treatment
• Performs Tuberculosis testing and treatment

Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 
and Community nutrition
• Provides nutrition education, breastfeeding support, and food
  vouchers to pregnant, postpartum, and breastfeeding women,
  infants and children under 5 years old
• Administers the Community Gardening Program
• Teaches healthy cooking classes

tHe programS tHat make up tHe wccHd
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up tHe cHiSHolm trail cattle drive and cHuck wagon cook-off County  
Impact

Twenty-one longhorns were driven from the park 
to downtown Georgetown to re-enact a Chisholm 
Trail cattle drive.

A member of the Venture Crew 1298 wagon dem-
onstrates how cowboys used pistols on the range.

Sponsors for the Scorpion Cattle Co. wagon are 
served by volunteers.

The top prize for best overall team included a 
hand-painted rock from Tom Issacks and $500. 

A member of Bear Creek Ranch’s cooking team 
accepts one of many awards won by the wagon.

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis left the 
courtroom to judge peach cobbler.

Brad Ottosen, Buckaroo Band member,  prepares 
the beans for competition.

Members of the Bear Creek Ranch wagon knead 
dough for biscuits. The group won best overall. 

Fiddle Fire, the only all female team, won for best 
chicken fried steak.

The Williamson County Historical Museum hosted the second 
annual Up the Chisholm Trail Cattle Drive and Chuck Wagon 
Cook-Off Sept. 29 in San Gabriel Park. The event featured a chuck 
wagon cook-off, which included seven teams, each with authentic 
chuck wagons from the 19th century.

The teams were judged on chicken fried steak, biscuits, beans 
and peach cobbler.

A group of cowboys drove 21 longhorns from the park into 
downtown Georgetown, where there were activity booths, vendors 
and demonstrators. 

And the winners are ...
FooD CATEGoRIES:
meat: Fiddle Fire
Beans: Bear Creek
Bread: Goode Ranch
Dessert: Bear Creek
1st place food prizes: $300

oVERALL:
Best Chuckwagon: Goode Ranch
prize: $700

Best overall: Bear Creek
prize: Hand painted rock from Tom 
Issacks and $500
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REAL ESTATE REPoRT
Quest Village
Cedar Park - 78641

Agent: 
Stan Smith
258-6677
ext. 138

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$159,000

427 Territory Trail

Old Town Village
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Janet Holt
258-6677
ext. 142

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$158,500

Cypress Bend
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Keith Estes
258-6677
ext. 177

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$199,800

Residential Real Estate Report 
  Cedar Park & Leander MLS area 

501 Dove Song Drive

1807 Azalea Drive

-$17,779 

-26

Change in 
average 

selling
price over 

last month
CLS

+$14,764

Key stats
Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million + 

6
111
129
56
26
10
22
5
2

Price Range No. of homes for sale
CLN

Average days on market

-
30
67

171
94
34
31
9

12

31
61
65
63
66
84
95
53
62

-
52
56
62
74
72
85

134
163

Monthly home sales

September 2007
September 2006
August 2007
July 2007
June 2007

 

83
N/A
109
124
134

 

$252,845
N/A

$238,081
$239,050
$234,499

Month  No. of sales Average price

$169,123
N/A

$186,902
$167,002
$153,884

77
N/A
96

121
110

On the market

Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

Change in number of
homes sold over last month

CLn

September 1 - September 30

CLS CLN CLS

CLN CLS CLN CLS

Beginning in 2007, the Cedar Park/Leander area was changed from Multiple Listing Service 
area CL, which included all of Leander and Cedar Park, to MLS areas CLN and CLS, divided 
by RM 1431. CLN includes most of Leander, while CLS includes most of Cedar Park. This split 
occurred in 2007 and therefore has no comparison figures for last year.

SOLd

CLn CLS

-19



OCTOBER  200720 impaCT nEws.COm impaCT nEws.COm



OCTOBER  2007 21impaCT nEws.COm

Corridors
Community  

Z'Tejas Southwestern Grill will 
open Nov. 12. See page 5 for more 
information.

Capital one Bank opened Oct. 
8. The branch will celebrate its 
grand opening Nov. 3 from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. See page 5 for more 
information.
 

Updates
1

Parmer Lane

Parmer Lane: Avery Ranch Blvd to Toll 45
Sponsored by Synterra Property Group & Austin Telco

Davis Spring

Commercial property

3

512-836-7312

Avery Ranch Blvd. 

4

5

6

AUSTIN TELCO
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Parmer Lane is fast becoming a 
major thoroughfare in northwest 
Travis and Williamson counties. The 
road will provide an alternate route 
from Georgetown to Austin in 2008,  
and this section of the Parmer Lane 
corridor is evidence of the public 
and private sector growth along 
this route.

45

RM 620

Spectrum Dr.

Neenah Dr.

Lakeline Blvd.

Applied 
Materials

Capital Metro 
NW Park and 

Ride

RRISD Athletic 
Complex

Parm
er Ln.

2

Owned by the local area Wendy’s 
franchisee, this 1.05 acre tract is 
being marketed for ground lease 
only.

This 206,000 sq. ft. building is home 
to e-mDs. There is up to 150,000 sq. 
ft. of vacant space available in the 
building. While there are no current 
plans to develop the adjoining 
land, the 53 acres surrounding the 
building may be developed in the 
future.

Available in late November to early 
December, this retail shopping 
center will offer 30,000 sq. ft. of 
convenient neighborhood services. 
While tenants are not yet confirmed, 

the site plan includes pad sites for a 
bank and fast food restaurant.

A 7,000 sq. ft. building is phase 2 
of 620-Parmer Crossing and is 
now available for tenant build-out. 
Tenants are not confirmed, but the 
building will allow for up to 2,000 
sq. ft. of restaurant space. 

Davis Spring center broke 
ground this month on a three-
phase project. Phase 1 includes 
four class-A service center 
buildings totaling 260,000 sq. ft. 
The multi-tenant flex-space can 
accommodate 5,000 - 100,000 sq. 
ft. office/warehouse space. The 
developer anticipates completion 
for Phase 1 by the end of the first 
quarter of 2008.

8

Residential
D.R. Horton plans to open model 
homes in Avery Commons by 
the end of the month. The tri-plex 
units will start in the $160s and 
will range from 1,090 – 1,654 sq. ft. 
For more information, call 716-
0886.

Lakeline Boulevard now extends 
east to Parmer Lane tying into 
Neenah Avenue. On July 23, the 
0.97-mile road extension opened 
between Lake Creek Parkway and 
Parmer Lane. The $2.69 million 
project was funded through voter- 
approved bonds in the 2000 road 
bond package. The road has been 
constructed as two lanes of an 
ultimate four-lane divided roadway.

Transportation
9

7

4

1
28

3

5

6

7

9

Davis Spring center
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Construction on the Technology Ser-
vices Facility began in early Septem-
ber and is expected to be completed by 
mid-March. Equipment is planned to be 
moved the week of spring break, March 
10-14, with staff to follow in late June.

The Technology Services Facility is 
located at the corner of Municipal Drive 
and S. West Drive, near New Hope High 
School, the district’s alternative educa-
tion school, and close to the adminis-
tration building. It will serve as the hub 
for technology organization and control 
special systems for the district.

The $6.63 million project has taken 
into account district growth for the next 
10 years. 

For example, the current technol-
ogy building’s data center is 600 square 

feet, while the new facility’s data center 
will be approximately 2,000 square feet. 
The data center hosts the district’s serv-
ers, uninterrupted power supplies and a 
back-up generator.

In addition to the data center, the facil-
ity will house training labs, district con-
ference space and a district emergency 
command center.

The command center is designed to 
hold district administration and allow 
communications to continue during an 
emergency. The room holds up to 20 
people and has reinforced concrete walls, 
a natural gas generator, two showers, and 
television, phone, computer and radio 
access.

Funding for the center was provided in 
the 2006 bond package.

Education    
              liSd mentorS, tecHnology center           

Focus
District gets new technology center

Each school in the Leander ISD has its 
own mentor coordinator who meets with 
volunteers to create successful matches 
with students. 

Volunteers are still needed for the 
program. Last year, it finished with 75 
mentors and would like to be well over a 
hundred this year, Williams said. 

Interested individuals can call 434-5096 
or visit www.leanderisd.org for more 
information.

LISD mentor program needs volunteers
by MarK Collins

The school district’s mentoring program 
is entering its sixth year and organizers say 
they hope to have more mentors than ever.

The program matches a volunteer adult 
with a Leander ISD student in kindergar-
ten through eighth grade. 

Mentors meet with their student weekly 
for 30 minutes. 

The program is one-on-one relation-
ship-based, not curriculum-based, 
so the pair can spend time coloring, 
playing games, reading a book, do-
ing a puzzle or just playing on the 
playground.

Program director Jennifer 
Williams has received positive 
feedback not only from the men-
tors and students, but from the 
teachers and staff who work with 
the children. 

According to Williams, the feedback 
indicates the students enrolled in the pro-
gram show higher self esteem, a decrease 
in discipline problems and better grades.

“It gives our students that need a caring 
adult in their lives a person who is there 
consistently and is a positive role model,” 
she said. “They help the student with char-
acter development, academic success and 
self esteem.”

Jim Plain Elementary second-grader Kallie Mahoney 
releases the last of her class’ Monarch butterflies with her 
mentor, Ruth Hisle.

n

S.
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t.

Municipal Dr.

Main entrance
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Recent reports from Population and 
Survey Analysts indicate that Leander 
ISD will continue its growth pattern, and 
predicts it will gain 14,135 students in the 
next five years and an additional 17,887 
students in the following five years. By 
2018, Leander ISD is projected to serve 
almost 60,000 students. PASA recom-
mended construction of 22 additional 
schools over the next 10 years.

The board of trustees approved the 
inclusion of a $559 million bond election 
on the November ballot. It is aimed pri-
marily at the construction of new schools, 
including two new high schools and the 
acquisition of land for future campuses. 
Improvements to A.C. Bible Stadium and a 
new athletic facility are also included.

The bond election comes 18 months 

after $286 million was approved in 2005. 
Bond elections usually occur every three 
years, but because Leander ISD is growing 
at the 10th fastest rate in the nation, of-
ficials said a new package was necessary.

According to Greg Grounds, spokesper-
son for LISD Building for Learning, taxes 
are not likely to increase for residents. As 
new residents move to the area, it provides 
a deeper tax base. Should a tax increase 
be necessary, school board policy prohib-
its tax raises of more than three cents a 
year. Taxpayers over 65 will never see an 
increase.

Early voting begins Oct. 22 and runs 
through Nov. 2, with Nov. 6 set as the of-
ficial election date. For more information 
about voting and election day polling loca-
tions visit http://wilcogov.org/elections. 

LISD bond package up for vote nov. 6

New School Construction $444,426,162
Athletic Facilities    $41,498,000

New School Design   $2,954,531

Land Acquisition    $26,581,125

Additions and Renovations $18,434,000

Equipment Purchase/Replace $24,981,916

Bond Rounding    $124,266

Total Proposition   $559,000,000

Bond Proposition Summary

                                                               new School Construction  $444,426,162 
                                                            High Schools (2)  $259,145,953 
                                                            Middle School (1)  $49,733,517 
                                                            Elementary Schools (5)  $135,546,692  
                                                               Stadiums  $41,498,000 
                                                            A. C. Bible Improvements  $8,298,000
                                                            Road improvements to Park Street  $1,400,000 
                                                            New stadium  $31,800,000

                                                               new School Design (2 Elementary Schools)  $2,954,531

                                                               Land Acquisition  $26,581,125 
                                                            High School (1)  $8,155,691 
                                                            Middle Schools (2)  $7,350,584 
                                                            Elementary Schools (6)  $11,074,850 
 Additions and Renovations to Existing Facilities  $18,434,000  
Includes HVAC at Whitestone and Mason elementary schools, Enhancement of elementary entrance 
security at several campuses, HVAC at Leander Middle School, Expansion of Support Services building, 
Establishment of Transportation Satellite Facility at Grandview Hills Elementary site, and Additional 
Funding for Agriculture and Automotive centers at Vista Ridge and Rouse High Schools  

Capital Equipment Purchase / Replacement  $24,981,916     
Additional Classroom Technology, Computer Replacement Plan, Data Warehouse, Upgrade of Campus 
Telecommunications System, Expansion of Fiber Optic Network, Replacement of 14 School Busses, and 
Replacement of 17 Portable Classrooms 

 Bond Rounding  $124,266 

TOTAL PROPOSITION $559,000,00 

Where will the money go?
School Construction

Athletic Facilities

School Design

Land Acquisition

Capital Equipment

Rounding

              liSd bond propoSal
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by Karen r. Thompson 
Manager of archives for Williamson County. 

Historical  
Impact

A tour of historical markers in Cedar Park and Leander

Types of marker:
Centennial marker: Granite markers erected in 1936 to celebrate the centennial, 
100th anniversary, of Texas Independence. Usually gray granite, 5 feet tall, i.e. 
Block House marker at the entrance to Block House Creek sub-division.

Texas Historical marker: Usually black metal, called “subject markers” because 
they tell a story.

Texas Historical medallion: Usually placed on a house or building. It doesn’t have 
as much information as a subject marker.

Texas Historical Commission Cemetery Designation: A round marker saying 
the cemetery has had the history recorded.

In 1873, George and Harriett Standefer Cluck 
purchased land in an area, which they found 
to be rich in cedar trees and limestone. A post 
office was established in 1874 as Running 
Brushy. The railroad came through in 1882. 

Texas Historical Marker

                

Neighbors living in a scattered settlement 
along Cypress Creek established a school for 
their children in the 1860s. The small log 
schoolhouse was built on a hilltop above 
the creek. By 1877, a one-story building was 
erected. This was a one-teacher school with 
up to 40 students. The school was closed in 
1937.

Texas Historical Commission

               

Early Baptists held services here by 1848. 
This church was formally chartered in 1868 in 
the home of James and Elizabeth Trammell. 
Rev. Thomas Bacon was the first pastor. The 
church cemetery started in 1869 with the 
burial of Martha Inman. The church was also 
used as public school and community place.

Texas Historical Marker
            

George and Harriett Cluck settled in the area 
in the early 1870s soon after returning from a 
cattle drive up the Chisholm Trail. They built 
a log cabin. In 1901, upon the death of their 
grandson, Emmett A. Cluck, the couple set 
aside land for cemetery. 

Texas Historical Marker

               

Consists of ten graves dating from 1862. A 
new county park recently opened near the 
cemetery.

Texas cemetery designation

Leander

Includes several Bonnet family graves dating 
from 1899. 

Texas cemetery designation

Includes about 30 graves, starting with the 
Minnick Family. Graves date from mid-1800s.

Texas cemetery designation 

The term Cedar Chopper applied to harvesters 
and their families, who moved from camp 
to camp for their work. Cedar chopping was 
a significant factor in the development of 
the county and its economy well into the 
twentieth century. It supported charcoal 
kilns, timber yards and camps, such as one 
located at this site, which was leased from 
1905 to 1908 by A.F. Martin & Brother. Site 
investigations here indicated archeological 
remains of a temporary camp and digout 
structure. 

A Texas Historical Marker was cast in 2005 to be placed near 
the intersection of FM 620, US 183 and Toll 45, but has not 

been installed since road construction was completed.

4

new railroad town of Leander. Through the 
leadership of its members, the lodge had 
an instrumental role in the development of 
Leander and the entire Western Williamson 
County.

Texas Historical Marker

The origin of the Leander school system 
can be traced to the 1855 school held in 
Bagdad, the pre-civil war community that 
disappeared after Leander was founded 
along the railroad. In 1893, a free public 
school opened in the new community. 
Business leaders organized a high school 
association in 1899 to furnish support for the 
educational system. 

Texas Historical Marker
 

 
This church was organized about 1860 
in nearby Bagdad. Early services were 
conducted by local preachers and 
missionaries in a log schoolhouse and 
Masonic Lodge. It moved to Leander in 1901.

Texas Historical Marker 

The church was organized in 1857 in Bagdad. 
When the railroad bypassed Bagdad in 1882 
and the town of Leander was founded on the 
rail line, a church was erected in 1884. Many 
descendants of early members remain active 
today.

Texas Historical Marker 

               
Leander grew from the once thriving town of 
Bagdad, founded in 1854. When the Austin & 
Northwestern Railroad bypassed Bagdad in 
1882, a new town was surveyed and named 
Leander after Leander Brown (1817-1889). 
The school district has grown to one of the 
largest in Williamson County.

Texas Historical Marker

              

Master carpenter Andrew Pickle (1833-1908) 
built this house in 1871. It remained in the 
Pickle family until 1913, when it was sold 
to Augusta K. and Sarah Zora Mason Davis. 
Following their deaths, it remained in the 
Mason family. The home consists of two 
structures under the roof.

Texas Historical Marker

               PIONEER HOUSE

Pre-dating town of Leander, this place was a 
three-day wagon distance from Austin. The 
first two rooms were built in 1872 by J. C. and 
Nancy Bryson of rock from San Gabriel River 
and Jenks Branch. It had several additions for 
their family of eight children. 

Texas Historical Marker recorded 1970. 
Owned now by Roy Butler and Sam Winters.

Note: The owner has asked the Texas 

Historical Commission for permission to 
destroy it for a county road from 183A .

Local farmer A.S. Mason (1839-1926) 
constructed this house about 1866 on 
Bagdad Road, an important early military 
and commercial route in Central Texas. Mason 
was a Civil War veteran and instrumental in 
the early growth of Bagdad and Leander.

Texas Historical Marker

               

On Dec. 29, 1982, Texas Highway Department 
archeologists uncovered the skeleton of a 
pre-historic human female at the Wilson-
Leonard Brushy Creek. Carbon testing 
indicates the woman lived between 10,000-
13,000 years ago and was about 30 years old 
at death. It is one of the earliest intact burials 
uncovered in the United States.

Texas Historical Marker

               

It is registered as a Texas Cemetery by the 
Texas Historical Commission.

It includes graves of Republic of Texas citizens 
Martin Jones Wells, his wife Sarah Jones 
Wells and Mr. and  Mrs. Henderson Upchurch.

              

About 50 graves, dating from about 1900.

                 

Built in the fall of 1850, along with the 
adjoining store and post office of all native 
stone by John Frederick Heinatz (1822-1891), 
a settler from Germany. He was for many 
years postmaster of Bagdad, a public school 
trustee, superintendent of Sunday school, 
banker and practical advisor to his neighbors. 
He married Emile Krohn and had nine 
children — six boys and three girls — seven 
of whom lived to adulthood in this home. 

Texas Historical Marker

Cedar Park2 WEBSTER mASSACRE

3 BAGDAD CEmETERy

5 LEAnDER SCHooLS

6            LEAnDER UnITED 
mETHoDIST CHURCH

7              LEAnDER PRESByTERIAn 
CHURCH

8 CITy oF LEAnDER

9 PICkLE-mASon HoUSE

11 A.S. mASon HoUSE

12  LEAnDERTHAL LADy

13   WELLS FAmILy CEmETERy

14   mILLER II CEmETERy

15 THE HEInATZ HomESTEAD

17 CyPRESS SCHooL

18          nEW HoPE BAPTIST CHURCH, 
CEmETERy

19 CEDAR PARk CEmETERy

20 CHAmPIon CEmETERy

21 BonnET CEmETERy

22 mInnICk CEmETERy

CEDAR CHoPPInG In 
CEnTRAL TExAS
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         WEBSTER mASSACRE 
(three markers)

A slab over the grave in Davis Cemetery:

"Here sleep the victims of the “Webster 
Massacre” of August 27,1839. About thirty 
homesteaders headed by John Webster en 
route to what is now Burnet County were 
attacked by a band of Comanche Indians. 
After attempting to flee under cover of 
darkness, they were trapped in the vicinity. 
Mrs. Webster and her two children were 
captured and later released. All others were 
killed. Martha Webster, then but three 
years old, was later married to Marmaduke 
Strickland." 

Centennial marker

Another marker in the Davis Cemetery reads:

"To the memory of Washington Perry Reese 
and William Parker Reese killed with John 
Webster and company by the Comanche 
Indians August 27 A. D. 1839. This tomb 
is raised by their brothers and Webster’s 
daughter Martha V. Stricklinge, Charles K. 
Reese and Thomas Reese."

Note: Martha V. Strickland’s last name is 
misspelled as Stricklinge.

 Texas Historical Marker

A red granite marker reads:

"The graves of the victims of the Webster 
Massacre, which occurred August 27, 1839, 
when John Webster and a party of about 
thirty, en route to a land grant in Burnet 
County, were attacked by a band of Comanche 
Indians. After attempting to flee under cover 
of darkness, they were trapped on an open 
prairie. Mrs. Webster and her two children 
were made prisoners. All others were killed. 
In death they rest together in one grave."

Texas Highway Department marker

   
The cemetery was opened  in 1857 with the 
burial of 3-year-old John Babcock, whose 
father Charles later gave the tract to the 
community. Other early burials were Civil War 
Veteran John Haile and Col. C.C. Mason.

               NORTON MOSES MASONIC LODGE  
NO. 336 A. F. & A. M. 

Norton Moses Lodge, No. 336 A. F. & A. M. 
was organized in the Williamson County 
Community of Bagdad. This Masonic Lodge 
was formally chartered in 1871. It was 
named for Norton Moses, who participated 
in the group’s formation. A lodge building 
was constructed in 1870, and also served 
as a community meeting center and public 
school. In 1899, the Masons moved to the 

10 PIonEER HoUSE

1
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19 2021

22
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Inside
Information

Storage facilitieS

1431 Boat & RV Storage
3130 Whitestone Blvd.
267-1939

Private mini Storage
11320 N. RM 620
258-1056

Big & Safe Storage
11800 CR 2243 West
260-7057

Bulldog Storage
2440 W. Whitestone Blvd.
707-8141

Carriage Hills Self Storage
1212 W. Whitestone Blvd.
257-2571

Cedar Park Warehouse & Storage
3200 W. Whitestone Blvd.
267-3321

Private mini Storage
700 S. Bell Blvd.
335-9261

FABCon RV/Boat Storage
9150 RM 2243
259-1269

Hill Country Climatized Storage
3621 E. Whitestone Blvd.
259-8783
www.hillcountryclimatizedstorage.com

k & D Storage
805 S. Bagdad Road 
259-8007

Leander mini-Storage
1730 CR 269
528-8800

new mini Storage
401 Horseshoe Drive
259-2464

new mini Storage
400 Old Hwy. 183
249-6867

R & k Self Storage
2407 S. Hwy. 183
259-3823

Stor-A-Way
309 S. Bell Blvd.
336-7867
www.stor-a-way.com

Storagemaster USA
2100 N. Bell Blvd.
259-2263

Sunshine RV Park and Storage
1351 CR 269
259-7200

U-PARk-IT Recreational
Storage Facility
1725 CR 269
260-9613

Water Tower Self Storage
945 W. New Hope Road
260-0090
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McNeil

FM 1325

Hesters CrossingCR 172

Wyoming Springs Dr.

Great Oaks Dr.

O’Connor Dr.

Mays St.

79

620

 Improvements 
to RM 620 from Toll 
45 to IH 35. Bridges 
added at all major 
crossings.

 Improvements 
to part of the existing 
RM 620, except the 
section between 
Deep Wood Drive 
and IH 35. A new 
connection  at Hwy. 
79 would be added.

A second open house 
concerning the 
routes is planned for 
sometime this fall.

  

Project summary: The Texas Department of Transportation is 
exploring two routes of improvement to RM 620.

Deep Wood Dr.

Early route optionsPossible flyover drives 
concern in Old Town
by ChrisTi CovingTon

Susie Specht was cutting the 
hair of one of her clients, an en-
gineer at the Texas Department 
of Transportation, when he men-
tioned her salon and home were 
in the direct path of a possible fly-
over from Hwy. 79 that would link 
to RM 620. 

After TxDOT announced a cor-
ridor study for RM 620, Specht 
and other residents who live in 
Old Town Round Rock around 
the adjoining Chisholm Trail also 
became concerned for the historic 
preservation of their neighbor-
hood, which has buildings dating 
to the early 1800s. 

“I am very scared,” Specht said. 
“This is all I have.”

While it is true that some land-
owners might have to surrender 
their property for a flyover from 
Hwy. 79 to RM 620, the area’s his-
tory must be preserved by federal 
and state law, TxDOT spokesper-
son Marcus Cooper said.

“We cannot build within a cer-
tain area that will impact histori-
cal sites,” he said. 

City of Round Rock’s Public 
Works Director Tom Word re-
members looking at the need for 
the flyover, a bridge that would 
arch over IH 35, since the 1970s, 
when he was employed at Tx-
DOT. 

“You can just observe it by look-
ing at a map. From 79, it is a re-

ally short line to the 620 roadway 
if you could just connect it. We 
think we could eliminate a certain 
amount of traffic,” he said.

A map provided by TxDOT at 
a May 15 open house at Round 
Rock High School shows two 
route options that will be consid-
ered in the ongoing study antici-
pated for completion next year.

One includes improvements 
to RM 620 from Toll 45 to IH 35 
with bridges at major crossings 
such as the Georgetown Railroad. 
The other would also bring im-
provements to part of the existing 
route, except the section between 
Deep Wood Drive and IH 35, with 
a new connection from RM 620 to 
Hwy. 79 over IH 35.  

Although traffic on RM 620 has 
decreased by 30 percent since the 
toll roads opened, Word still de-
scribes it as one of the city’s most 
congested roadways. 

Rep. Mike Krusee said at a 
neighborhood association meet-
ing Sept. 18 that rather than 
pushing more traffic into the nar-
row corridor of Main Avenue at 
downtown Round Rock, which 
the first option would do, the sec-
ond alternative explores directing 
the traffic to the wider Hwy. 79 
corridor. 

A few years ago, the city con-
ducted its own study for the fly-
over and road extension to Deep 
Wood Drive, but found they could 

not afford the $70 to $80 million it 
would take. 

About the same time, the coun-
ty explored improving RM 620 
from IH 35 to Deep Wood Drive 
and then gave the results to Tx-
DOT, which is responsible for the 
road. 

Word said TxDOT decided to 
then join the projects into a cohe-
sive whole, which resulted in the 
public hearing this spring for ini-
tial feedback from stakeholders. 

Attorney Brenda Rhea runs 
her law office out of the old St. 
Charles Hotel on Chisholm Trail. 
She bought the historic home be-
cause of her love for antiques and 
history. At Christmas, she hosts 
parties that are sometimes open 

to the public. 
After reading about the flyover 

in a newspaper article in July, she 
led a meeting with Susie Specht 
and other neighbors

“Who can stop it?” she said. 
“The public? Maybe."

Cooper said it is too soon to 
worry yet. TxDOT often conducts 
these type of feasibility studies. 
Sometimes they manifest into 
projects and sometimes they do 
not. 

It will largely depend on the en-
vironmental, historical and eco-
nomic impact, which is not yet 
determined, he said.

From his experience with the 
state department, Round Rock 
Transportation Director Tom 

Martin expects TxDOT will take 
as much initiative in preserving 
the community’s history as the 
city would.

“They study it more in-depth 
than we do,” he said. “They will 
look for caves, endangered spe-
cies. The state has to look at his-
torical impact. That is why you see 
funny twists and turns in roads. 
They are avoiding things like that. 
They are not going to be like bulls 
in a china cabinet.” 

Although not yet scheduled, 
another open house will take 
place sometime this fall with 
study results expected sometime 
next summer.

“It is just waiting now,” Specht 
said.

Anji Fussell is a private 
investigator who has 
been running She Spies 
Private Eye for five years 
in Round Rock.

She Spies 
Private Eye

Across the street from 
Round Rock High School, the 
restaurant has served the 
community since 1997.

Hao-Hao  
Vietnamese and 
Chinese Restaurant

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
is a national youth 
mentoring organization 
that matches adults 
with children ages 6-16.

Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of 
Central Texas The places where history 

was made in Round Rock 
and Pflugerville.

A tour of historical 
markers
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This pet-centered 
business washes and 
grooms dogs and cats 
and also has self-serve 
stations.

Lucky Dog 
Grooming

O
th

er
 s

to
ri

es

im
pa

ct
ne

ws
.co

m

New zoning makes dense 
building easier
by ChrisTi CovingTon

Spicewood Springs

620

360 MoPac

183

Braker

Vertical mixed use: 
Buildings with a vertical emphasis 

that include two or more uses, such as 
retail and residential. In the Jollyville 
area, buildings will not exceed 60 ft.

Vertical mixed-use overlay: 
A one-time designation that enables 

vertical mixed-use redevelopment 
in commercially zoned areas along 

core transit corridors and future core 
transit corridors.

Core transit corridor: 
Primary areas targeted for vertical 

mixed-use redevelopment with 
regulations such as all parking space 

only allowed behind or on the side 
of buildings. The CTCS establishes 

pedestrian-friendly design regulations 
for all new commercial buildings, 

whether or not the developer builds 
with VMU.

Future core transit corridor: 
Primary areas targeted for vertical 

mixed-use redevelopment, but 
with more flexible regulations. 

Some parking is allowed in front of 
buildings.

Planned Unit Development (PUD): 
A type of zoning that encourages 

large-scale, united land development 
with mixed uses. Standards are 

defined as a PUD is formed.Future core transit corridor

termS to know:

M
es

a 
D

r.

Jollyville Rd.

Far West

Jollyville Road may soon be a 
key site for building higher, rather 
than wider, in Northwest Austin.

The city council could approve 
measures as early as November 
to adopt the corridor into the re-
cently created vertical mixed-use, 
or VMU, overlay district, a zoning 
that will allow developers to work 
within a new design standard.

Similar to what is found down-
town at Second Street, buildings 
in the overlay would have retail or 
offices on the first floor with resi-
dences in upper spaces. In theory, 
the denser living of VMU could 
reduce urban sprawl and traffic 
congestion, but still maintains or 
increases property values.

“It is aimed at creating an op-
portunity that accommodates 
commercial or retail use while 
supporting a walking environ-
ment,” said George Adams, as-
sistant director of neighborhood 
planning and zoning. 

A proponent of VMU, city 
council member Brewster Mc-
Cracken said the Jollyville area 
has the population to support 
mixed-use living and has an extra 
benefit as the only corridor tar-
geted for VMU that falls into the 
Round Rock Independent School 
District. 

“When you’re looking at the 
geographic center of population 
in Austin, it is at the Arboretum, 

not downtown,” he said.
In Austin, developers have had 

a difficult time building dense 
mixed-use projects because de-
sign standards did not allow it. A 
Planned Unit Development had 
to be created to allow for the Do-
main project because PUDs allow 
more flexibility in design stan-
dards, such as a mixture of hous-
ing and business. However, since 
PUDS are created individually 
and with the flexibility aspect in 
mind, they also cause uncertain-
ty. In contrast, the VMU overlay 
sets universal and comprehensive 
regulations.

As a part of the design stan-
dards ordinance, the overlay 
concerns all commercially-zoned 
sites on the Core or Future Core 
Transit Corridors. These corri-
dors were named by the council 
as those roadways that have or 
will have the population density, 
mix of use and transit facilities 
that could support public trans-
portation. The overlay largely fo-
cuses on major traffic points and 
central parts of the city.

In the next few months, the 
council will finalize the areas that 
will use the ordinance. Once in 
place, a developer could agree to 
follow special building frontage 
and affordable housing require-
ments in exchange for a reduction 
in parking space, setbacks and 
density caps such as those de-
manded in other venues. 

This summer, after six months 

of preparation, the city gave 
neighborhood associations ap-
proximately 150 days to respond, 
declaring whether they would like 
to be included or not. No one from 
Jollyville neighborhoods filed an 
application suggesting any prefer-
ence, Adams said.

Another corridor, this one near 
Mesa and Spicewood Springs, 
could also be included.

About 300 residents partici-
pated at Northwest Austin Civic 
Association's May 16 meeting to 
discuss the overlay, board mem-
ber Charlie Galvin said. By the 
end of the meeting, 97 percent 
supported an application opposed 
to VMU at the southeast corner of 
Mesa and Spicewood Springs. 

NWACA even asked to include 
the area between Hart Lane and 
MoPac to the overlay. Galvin’s 
concern is that the Mesa and 
Spicewood Springs plot is near 
Doss Elementary where parents 
park on the streets and bus ser-
vice is limited. 

“The idea [of VMU] is to in-
crease density of the city and re-
tain property values while lessen-
ing the impact on transportation. 
If people live close then it miti-
gates sprawl, but it is important 
to have public transportation to 
reduce parking for that kind of 
density,” Galvin said.

McCracken said the NWACA’s 
concerns would be considered, 
while the other corners of the in-
tersection would be included in 
the overlay. 

Adams has also heard ques-

tions of possible residual traffic as 
a result of more people living in a 
tighter area and the city’s ability to 
accommodate infrastructure. 

“It does not seem that different 
from accommodating redevelop-
ment of older neighborhoods that 
are 70, 90 or 100 years old. We 
have to deal with the infrastruc-
ture in those situations,” he said.

This fall, the city anticipates 
the overlay cases will come to the 
council for public hearings and 
approvals where each neighbor-
hood will be considered indi-
vidually. Property owners whose 
businesses or residences fall in 
the overlay have not yet been 
contacted, but will be once public 
hearings begin, Adams said.

Wine inspires the 
Mediterranean-style 
cuisine at this award-
winning restaurant 
staffed by a Texas Culinary 
Academy graduate.

mirabelle

The Arboretum shopping 
center is broken down 
and mapped by store, 
and the history of its cow 
sculptures is explained.

Community 
Shopping

Opened in 2001, the 
school provides early 
education in three 
languages: French, 
English and Spanish.

Austin 
International 
School
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Rusty Justus is hoping 
to capture the former 
popularity of "space 
foods" with his new 
brand of freeze-dried 
fruit in Georgetown.

Justus Foods
Richard and Coco Torres 
bought one of the historic 
structures in downtown 
Taylor and opened 
RiCoco’s Latin Grill.

RiCoco’s Latin Grill
Some people may call 
making molds of body 
parts and skulls a weird 
pastime, but to Mike 
Sneath of Hutto, it is all 
business.

The Creep Zone
The Eulenfelds, owners 
of Eulenfeld Interiors 
in Taylor, have made 
a business of turning 
houses into homes.

Eulenfeld Interiors

Plans for Toll 130

by shannon ColleTTi and ChrisTi CovingTon

When a new segment of SH 130, or Toll 130, opened 
from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 71 last month, it gave cities in 
north Travis and Williamson counties direct access to the 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, and potentially, 
to increased commerce.

Toll anticipated as eastern 
catalyst for commercial growth 

71

183

183

10

Seguin

Lockhart

Austin

Georgetown

Round 
RockCedar Park

Luling

130
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45
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Segment
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2002 Project
Scheduled 
Completion 
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Connecting 
facilities

Future 
development

130

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

tHe big picture
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Hutto Taylor 

HUTTo
Before Toll 130 opened late last year, the only major road in 

Hutto was Hwy. 79. Reaching the city by automobile often 
meant taking IH 35 to Hwy. 79 and heading east. 

Toll 130 has changed all that by giving motorists the choice 
between taking IH 35 or a north/south toll road — with 
significantly less traffic — several miles east of it.

Hutto officials realized that the addition of a major north/
south thoroughfare carried great implications for the city. 
People could come and go more freely. Existing businesses 
could take care of their needs, such as transporting goods, 
much faster. New businesses would be attracted by the 
newfound ease of travel.

Now that the third segment of Toll 130 is open, Hutto 
residents and visitors also recognize its value in traveling to 
and from the airport much faster.

The only definite project planned off Toll 130 so far is a 
466-acre, mixed-use development known as the Crossings of 
Carmel Creek, which is set to break ground sometime next 
year. 

A unique part of Toll 130 has its place in Georgetown — it is 
the only juncture where the toll road and IH 35 connect.

Although no projects are officially planned for that area 
yet, city planner Jordan Maddox said the city expects it will 
eventually become a regional commercial destination and 

GEoRGEToWn

The Round Rock portion of Toll 130 runs through the 
city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction only, which means it is not 
within city limits and cannot be zoned. The area does not 
have the proper infrastructure yet, either. Consequently, no 
development projects are underway.

City planning director Jim Stendebach said he expects 
the one-mile segment of toll road within the city’s ETJ to 
be within city limits in less than a year. He also said the city 
is beginning work on a review of its general plan that was 
initiated because of Toll 130.

In addition to praising the much faster commute to the 
airport, Round Rock officials seem hard pressed to discuss Toll 
130 without bringing up the new Toll 45, four miles of which 
run through the city. 

At this point, Toll 45 provides a way for motorists to get onto 
183A Toll, Toll 1, IH 35 and Toll 130 with ease. Most of the 
Round Rock land along the Toll 45 segment is already zoned 
for planned unit development or general commercial use or 
is in its ETJ.

RoUnD RoCk

PFLUGERVILLE
Pflugerville is open for business.
That is what the Greater Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce 

has declared for more than a year because in contrast to many 
neighboring cities, Pflugerville has the water, wastewater, 
utilities and streets in place to support development along 
Toll 130.  In September, the city council also passed a zoning 
ordinance that will define the development and future of the 

employment center.

Some companies have already jumped at the chance to 
relocate to Georgetown, with the toll road being a major 
factor in their decisions. Thomas said that representatives 
with TASUS, a plastics molding company, and Orthopeutics, 
L.P., a biotech company, both indicated Toll 130 was a key 
determinant in moving there because the toll road could 
provide a convenient, predictable way to travel to the airport 
and, eventually, even farther south.

As for the corridor’s future, officials say it is still too early to 
see any major changes happening, although there is some 
activity. 

toll that cuts through an eastern portion of the community. 
Now more than 3,000 acres are targeted for rezoning this fall. 
City planning director Trey Fletcher anticipates the change 
will eventually transform Pflugerville’s economic and business 
dynamic.

The easy access to the airport mixed with Pflugerville’s 
available rooftops and location near some major tech 
businesses like Dell Inc. and Samsung will have the ability to 
attract those employers, Fletcher believes.

In the end, Toll 130 will define Pflugerville instead of the 
older highway to the west, Fletcher said. In the past, most 
traffic has come from IH 35, which technically belongs to the 
City of Austin.
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mitch fullerchris fielder

Education: Associate’s in music performance, Tarleton State University
Family:  Married to wife of 9 years, MaShon. Daughter Hailey, 7, and son Christian, 4
Contact Information: 964-5143, Cfielder@ci.leander.tx.us

Education: Master’s in public administration, University of Oklahoma and a bachelor’s 
in political science, Southwestern Oklahoma State University 
Family: Daughter Madison, 8, and son Braxton, 6
Contact: place2@cedarparktx.us

Mitch Fuller was chosen for Place 2 of 
the Cedar Park City Council after 
Stephen Berry resigned in July. 

Fuller, a captain on active duty with the Texas 
Army National Guard, spent 2005 in Iraq and 

received several military decorations. Prior to 
his council appointment, Fuller served on 

the city’s 4A Economic Development 
Board. He is working on a thesis 

paper for his doctorate 
degree.
"I don't miss sitting in a 
classroom, but we never stop 

learning," he said.

Q. What motivated you to run for council?
A. Long story short, God gives each one of us special talents, and I believe that one of 
my talents is service and leadership. I saw the direction the city was going, and being a 
family member and having kids in the school system and a wife who is very involved in 
the community as well, I believed it was time to step up and contribute. My background is 
small business, and I felt the city should be run like a small business and try to attract more 
businesses. 

Q. What are some of your goals while on the council?
A. My primary goal is to continue the direction the city is going at this time. I’m very, very 
pleased with the consistent zoning and the support of the transit-oriented development. In 
year two, I would really like to start working on a small business Web portal in conjunction 
with the chamber and city to be able to attract more small businesses as well as give them 
the tools to succeed in our community. 

Q. What is Leander's biggest challenge?
A. Growth. Definitely growth and securing the roadways and the water system. It’s very, 
very challenging when you have a city that’s growing at 22 percent plus a year. It’s very  
difficult to keep up with that. 

Q. What is Leander's biggest opportunity?
A. The same — it’s the growth. The ability to attract more businesses, because I believe 
that probably the single most important opportunity is the TOD and the ability to bring in 
some major employers as well as major businesses.

Q. Why should people move to Leander?
A.  The small-town atmosphere. And let me say this about our city staff; we have one of 
the most impressive city staffs around. From the city manager, police chief, fire chief, deputy 
fire chief … I’ve had a chance to really get involved with all those individuals. We have an 
extremely low crime rate. We have great services as far as fire and police protection. We 
are known to be a very secure city. We are increasing our sidewalks and public safety and 
working with the city staff to know that the opportunities here are fantastic. Anyone just 
has to come here and see what we’ve got and see it’s a great place to be. 

Leander City Council
Place 5

Cedar Park City Council
Place 2 

Christopher Fielder moved his family 
to Leander in December of 2003 so 
his children could attend Leander 

Independent School District. 
He is the vice president of Team Funding 

Solutions, which provides funding for 
businesses to purchase equipment, and 
the author of Never Say Buy, Never 
Say Sell, a book about sales 
techniques. 

Fielder also speaks at 
national gatherings of 
professionals in his 
industry.

Q. What are the successes you’ve had on the 4A board?
A. I was on the 4A board for about eight months, and the primary project when I came on 
was the event center.  This has been attempted in the past, and it didn’t work out.  We have 
the commitment of the 4A board, the city council and the city to get it done, and it is a great 
opportunity for economic development for the city. It’s also a great way to attract folks to 
come visit our city, especially if we get minor league sports to come here.  

Q. What was your motivation for applying for the open seat?
A. I have a desire to serve. As a former professor of political science, I’ve always had an 
interest in getting involved as a candidate for public office and in serving Cedar Park; it’s a 
great place to live.  It’s a rapidly growing city with a lot of dynamism.  

Q. What is Cedar Parks biggest challenge now?
A. Cedar Park is landlocked, so we have to manage growth because we will eventually 
hit build out.  It’s a good challenge because there is so much dynamism and so much 
opportunity for economic growth with 1890 Ranch and 1431 and our sales tax beginning 
to hit a million dollars a month. We have to make sure we manage effectively that build out.  
We’re in a good spot; people are moving here and we have great schools.  

Q. What is Cedar Park’s biggest opportunity?
A. We have a golden opportunity in our hands right now with the event center.  It’s about 
a couple of things. One, it’s likely that minor league franchises will come with the center — 
potentially hockey and football. Second is to bring in acts. It’s more than about bringing in 
sports; it’s about bringing in entertainment. Third, we envision seeing the event center being 
a centerpiece of economic development, so we have to make the investment in the event 
center because it’s more leverage for economic growth.

Q. What are your goals while you are on the council?
A. I want to continue to manage efficient and effective growth. Second, I want to make sure 
we maintain a family friendly community.  We’ve come from 6,000 in 1990 to approximately 
50,000 now, that brings a lot of changes. Third, I want to get more people involved and 
engaged and build a sense of community.  


