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The Leander connection
Although the amount of extension is not 

yet known, 183A Toll is intended eventually 
to reach just south of the San Gabriel 
River — or perhaps beyond, Pustelnyk 
said. Much depends upon how Leander’s 
transit-oriented development changes the 
landscape.

“Between our road and the rail line, 
Leander is just going to boom,” Pustelnyk 
said. “The area is hitting critical mass. 
Retailers are seeing demographics they 
need to see to move in, and the road is 
driving a desire for housing in the area. 
We’ve heard a lot of developers saying that 
183A is driving their decision to build in 
the area.” 

Such talk comes as no surprise to 
Leander Economic Development Director 
Kirk Clennan.

“It’s pretty incredible, and [the expansion] 
may accelerate development initiatives for 
the city. This reinforces our argument that 
Leander is on the grow, and gives confidence 
to the private sector that Leander is a viable 
location to grow business.”

by Kara Vaught

Toll road may expand sooner than planned

• 183A Toll ATTrAcTs more TrAffic ThAn  
agency anticipated

• exTension wAs iniTiAlly plAnned for eighT 
To 10 yeArs in The fuTure

Story HigHligHtS

The Central Texas Mobility Authority’s 
first project, 183A Toll, opened with more 
than three times the projected traffic.

“When we opened, we had 80,000 - 90,000 
transactions a day,” said Steve Pustelnyk, 
CTRMA director of communications. “It 
peaked at 110,000 just before we started 
charging [June 1] and is now down to the 
50,000 - 60,000 range. We expect to see an 
increase again when school starts.”

Due to the staggering success, CTRMA 
is considering accelerating the extension of 
183A Toll, originally planned to begin in 
eight to 10 years.

 “Now we’re thinking that we could do it 
in three to five years,” Pustelnyk said. “We’ll 
know more in the fall, once we’ve had the 
opportunity to analyze the potential cost, 
and with a little bit more long-term revenue 
under our belts.”
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Story HigHligHtS

• shopping complex Adds exponenTiAlly To reTAil 
offerings in cedAr pArk

• Toll roAd, hospiTAl key in convincing developers To 
consider projecTs in booming AreA

“In Cedar Park, there is absolutely no equivalent to 1890 
Ranch,” says Phil Brewer, economic development director, 
who helped guide the city’s newest shopping center into 
its spot along 183A Toll. When it opens in October, 1890 
Ranch promises to bring Cedar Park not only more 
shopping and its first movie theater, but additional tax 
revenue and a sense of place.

Built on land owned by the Carssow family since 
1970, 1890 Ranch will become Cedar Park’s largest retail 
development covering 900,000 sq. ft. Construction began 
on the project last October, and the developer, Endeavor 
Real Estate Group, expects to open phase one by Oct. 15.

“With the huge amount of Leander and Cedar Park 
growth, the area was ripe and needed to have a retail influx,” 
said Endeavor Principal Will Majors. “We are certainly an 

Austin-based company, but as Austin continues to grow 
we’re going to have to increase our scope.”

Endeavor owned a tract of land on the north side of 
FM 1431 and had optioned land on the south side, but 
eventually let the option fall to the wayside, according to 
Brewer. When the Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
became a reality, Brewer re-initiated contact with Endeavor 
officials, encouraging them to take a second look at Cedar 
Park.

“I opened a dialogue through the Economic Development 
Corporation that set off a sequence of events that ended up 
with Endeavor putting land under contract and doing the 
studies that showed it would be a successful spot for a retail 
center,” Brewer said.

The Economic Development Corporation estimates that 
1890 Ranch will bring in an excess of 1,000 jobs, and $10 
to $20 million into the community annually. 

“Really we’re just following the growth along the new toll 
road system,” Majors said. “It’s very similar to what you see 
in the Dallas North Tollway; there’s been a huge influx of 
growth following the Tollway from Dallas to Frisco.”

1890 Ranch brings retail, movies and tax revenue
by rachel youens
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Business owners describe toll's effect on retail

The construction of 183A 
Toll has paved the way for 
Cedar Park’s largest retail 
development, 1890 Ranch. 
Phase one opens Oct. 15 
near the Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center, with two 
more phases to follow.

Cedar Park shopping 
center scheduled for 
October opening

1431

1890 Ranch

Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center

“[183A] is good 
for me because 
people can 
actually shop in 

peace. Before it was so congested 
and people were so [upset] 
sitting in traffic that they didn’t 
want to stop in and shop.” 

Larry Ford, Pet Connection

“When 183A first opened and it was 
free, we lost 50 percent of the auto 
traffic out front. After three weeks, it 
started coming back about 15 percent, and when they 
started charging, I’d say it came back to 80 percent of 
what it was before. Our sales haven’t been affected.” 

Burt Witcher, Burt Witcher Jewelers

“The first two 
weeks [after 
183A] opened, 

business was slow, but now it’s 
back to normal since they started 
to charge.” 

Ott Chantanjsu, 
Thamnak Thai

183A Toll road
183A future toll road

183A Toll plaza

2243

“We don’t see as much traffic 
as we did, and a lot of people 
don’t even know we are here 
because they get on there [183A Toll] and 
don’t stop. I do have to admit that there are 
more people since tolling began but not as 
good as it was last summer. I’m just hoping 
that it will pick back up.” 

Blanca Mireles, Blanca’s Mexican Imports

South Fork San Gabriel River

Mason Bunce is pictured with his 
siblings in The Bout by Maggie 
Messer.

Frontage lanes
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After spending eight of the 
most exciting and joyous weeks of 
my life at home with my newborn 
son, it’s good to be back in the 
saddle. 

Right around the time I should 
begin saving for my son’s college 
fund, Cedar Park’s largest shop-
ping center will open in October. 
Like most area shoppers, I can’t 
wait to shop at 1890 Ranch.

We recently spoke with the 
developer of the center, the 
Endeavor Group, which gave us 
the list of confirmed stores as well 
as those for which negotiations 
are in the works. Unlike most 
shopping centers with a cookie-
cutter lineup of businesses, 1890 
Ranch sounds like it will have a 
unique array of shops, including 
the possibility for several locally 
owned establishments — always 
my favorites. 

In my April column, I talked 
about the impact that 183A Toll 
was having on the businesses 

New arrivals abound

Claire M. Love
General Manager

Claire Love
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New council member

along US 183. Our editorial team 
discussed running a story then, 
but decided to wait until the toll 
road was no longer free. Fortu-
nately, things appear to be picking 
up for many of the businesses. 

School is almost back in ses-
sion and this month, you’ll find 
that the Education Focus covers 
Round Rock ISD. While most of 
our coverage area is in Leander 
ISD, many Avery Ranch readers 
attend Round Rock schools. If you 
missed last month’s coverage of 
Leander ISD, visit our Web site.

On a final note, our staff is 
proud to announce yet another 
new arrival to the Community 
Impact family. On Aug. 10, we 
launched our fourth newspaper 
covering the Georgetown, Hutto 
and Taylor area. We are excited 
about the new market and the 
opportunity to help folks in that 
neck of the woods better under-
stand their community. 

What market will we go to 
next? Who knows! But come 
October, I know exactly where I’ll 
be: shopping.

The Leander City Council adopted 
a resolution Aug. 2 releasing the 
residential portions of Gabriel’s 
Overlook subdivision to Georgetown. 
Residents of the subdivision protested 
at the June 7 Leander council meeting 
when land near the subdivision was 
annexed, causing the area to come 
under Leander’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction.

The Texas Chamber of Commerce 
Executives recently awarded Leander’s 
chamber first place for its newsletter, 
Eye on Leander, designed by Gabrielle 
Melisende with Destination Graphix. 
Chambers were divided into categories 
by size using annual income and 
winners were chosen in each group.

The Cedar Park City Council 
chose Mitchell Fuller Aug. 2 to 
fill the Place 2 position vacated 
by Stephen Berry July 6. The 
council held a special-called 
meeting in which it interviewed 
seven applicants. After the 
questioning, the council retired 
to executive session to deliberate the appointment, choosing Fuller, 
who has served on the city’s 4A board. 

Forbes magazine named Cedar Park one of the fastest-growing 
suburbs across the country. Out of a list of 100 cities, Cedar Park 
ranked 11th, with a population increase of 26,926 in 2000 to 52,058 
in 2006. This is a 93.3 percent increase in six years. Forbes compiled 
the list using U.S. Census growth data from 2000 to 2006 and 
information provided by Demographia, a St. Louis-based research 
firm. Demographia excluded towns which were in suburban counties 
but did not have significant economic and social ties to the nearest 
metropolitan area. Suburbs included cities, townships and villages 
that had more than 10,000 people in 2000.

Gabriel's Overlook released to Georgetown

Leander chamber receives award

Cedar Park named a fastest-growing suburb
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by Kara Vaught

CeDaR PaRk BuSineSS - SCenTS Of DeCOR

'Skinny Dipping' popular with lotion candle

Karen Porter, owner

Scents of Decor
www.skinnydipcandle.com

Closer
    Look 

H o w  To  u s e  a  s k i n n y  d i p  c a n d l e
Light the candle and let a melted pool form. Extinguish the flame. 
Sparingly use the 101-degree lotion on cuticles, elbows, heels or other dry 
skin. The liquid can also be used as massage oil. To use the candle in its 
solid state, scoop out a small amount and massage into skin like a body 
balm.

Many people admit to Karen Porter that they’ve dipped 
their fingers in candle wax before. 

While she says the practice probably isn’t harmful to skin, 
it’s definitely not beneficial, unless the candle in question is 
one of her Skinny Dip lotion candles, made exclusively in 
Cedar Park.

In 2004, Porter and her daughter, Laurel Vaughn, were 
selling paraffin candles, body lotion, lip balm and bath salts 
at a holiday craft show. In the booth across from them, a 
woman was demonstrating the mildness of her soy candles 
by dipping her fingers into the wax.

An idea took shape for a candle that would offer a de-
lightfully fun way to moisturize skin. 

“The market is so saturated with paraffin candles that it 
was just so hard to compete. When we stumbled on this, 
it was so unique that it was apparent it was turning into a 
little business without us trying,” Porter said.

Laurel’s husband, Chad, is now the “master candle maker 
and production guru" for Karen and Laurel’s company, 
Scents of Decor, which operates from a non-retail space in 
Cedar Park. He mixes Skinny Dip’s proprietary blend of co-
coa butter, shea butter, avocado butter, beeswax, sunflower 
seed oil, vitamin E and cosmetic-grade soy with essential 
oils and botanicals for scent.

Because soy burns at a much lower temperature than 

paraffin, it is safe to pour the liquid from a Skinny Dip 
Candle directly onto skin. It can be used to moisturize 
dry cuticles, or as a massage oil or body lotion.

Porter only cautions users to blow out the candle prior 
to using the liquid, especially when young children are 
watching.

The candles are available at several local retail outlets, 
including Davlynn’s Gifts & Craft Mall, and online. Por-
ter says the candles have been 
shipped to almost all 50 states 
and abroad, including Norway, 
France, Greece, the United 
Kingdom and Canada.

“We’re very pleased with the 
growth because it’s been mostly 
word of mouth and search 
engine results,” Porter said.

Although the candles are the 
main focus of business, Scents 
of Decor also produces lip 
balm made from Laurel’s own 
recipe. The trio is also dabbling 
with products like children’s lip 
balm, Skinny Dips for quilters’ 
hands and candles with scents 

like Open Road, Hog Wild and Leather and Lace for mo-
torcycle enthusiasts.

Other products are on the back burner for the future, 
Porter said, and new scents are rotated into the lineup 
regularly.

“We’re not going to go more than 24 scents at a time as 
far as the regular line, but we keep it fresh and seasonally 
appropriate,” she said.
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      Beach grill
Palm Beach Grill, 2051 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. E, 
opened July 13 offering a variety of salads, wraps, sand-
wiches and light meals. Daily lunch and dinner specials 
range from $5.95 to $9.95. Hours of operation are Mon-
day – Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., closed Sunday. For 
more information, call 331-6754 or visit www.palmbeach 
grill.net.

     Library grant
The Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd., 
received a $2,500 grant from the 2007 Texas Book Festival 
to fund the purchase of large-type adult non-fiction and 
fiction books in English and Spanish. Upcoming events at 
the library include the Anime Club for tweens and teens 
at 1 p.m. Aug. 18; puppet shows for toddlers and pre-
schoolers at 11 a.m. Aug. 20 – 23 and 10 a.m. Aug. 25 and 
a puppet show for elementary age at 3:30 p.m. Aug. 23. 
For more information, call 259-5353.

      ‘Building hot mommies’
Kim Lumley plans the first class of Shape, Rattle and 
Stroll at 6:15 p.m. Sept. 10 at Anderson Mill West Park 
on El Salido. The boot camp-style workout program is 
for mothers and children ages 6 weeks to 4 years, and 
includes a free trial class, free fitness assessment, free 
T-shirt upon enrollment, personal tailoring of workouts, 
discounts to area educators and private or group classes. 
Shape, Rattle, and Stroll workouts focus on teaching life-
style fitness exercises, core strengthening, cardiovascular 

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com.
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     Dialysis center
FMC Dialysis Services of Cedar Park plans a Sept. 
10 opening at 1201 N. Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 100. An 
open house is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sept. 5. 
Services include hemodialysis, home hemodialysis and 
peritoneal dialysis conducted by an Ultracare certi-
fied staff. Hours of operation are 6 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The center’s phone 
number will be 259-1329, but is not yet operational. 

     Threadgill's delayed
The Cedar Park location of Threadgill’s, the Austin-
based chain known for live music, is still on hold. 
Disputes between the restaurant's owner, financer and 
developer have kept the building on FM 1431 empty 
past the anticipated early 2007 opening date. "I think 
that we’re optimistic that Threadgill's will still have a 
presence in Cedar Park," said Phil Brewer, Cedar Park's 
Economic Development Director.

     Brushy Creek Road open house
The City of Cedar Park, the Texas Department of 
Transportation and consulting firms Kimley-Horn and 
Associates, Inc. and Hicks and Company have sched-
uled an open house from 6 – 8 p.m. Aug. 30 to discuss 
proposed improvements to Brushy Creek Road from 
183A Toll to Parmer Lane. The project would widen 
the existing two-land rural roadway to a four-lane di-
vided urban roadway with a raised median island and 
sidewalk. The open house will be at the Cox Elemen-
tary School gymnasium, 1001 Brushy Creek Road. 
Written and verbal comments regarding the project 
may be presented at the meeting. Written statements 
may also be submitted to the city care of Alan Green, 
600 N. Bell Blvd., 78613. 

Conserve water
The city has switched its voluntary watering schedules 
from once every five days to twice a week. Residents 
are asked to water their lawns on assigned days before 
10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. Homes with house numbers 
ending in 0, 2, 4, 6 or 8 should water on Thursday and 
Sunday; while house numbers ending in 1, 3, 5, 7 or 9 
should water Wednesday and Saturday. Commercial 
customers are asked to water on Tuesday and Friday.

Ordinances
The city council updated and revised several ordinanc-
es recently, including site development, subdivision 
and zoning requirements. The full text of the updates is 
available at www.cedarparktx.us/cp/pt_docs.aspx.
      
     Insurance
The new office of the Williams Insurance Group is 
located at 301 Brushy Creek, Ste. 106, offering home, 
auto, commercial and health coverage. For more infor-
mation, call 535-0301. 

conditioning and resistance tube/band training. For more 
information, call 496-7848 or visit www.shaperattlestroll.
com.

     Primrose opens
Primrose School at Vista Ridge, 910 North Vista Ridge 
Blvd., next to Home Depot off Whitestone Boulevard, 
celebrated a grand opening July 23. Owners Christy and 
Brian Herbstreit offer accredited child care and private 
preschool programs for children ranging in ages from 
6 weeks to 5 years old. The school also offers an after-
school program that will pick up from select public and 
private elementary schools for children through 10 years 
of age. For more information, call 260-0708 or visit www.
primroseschools.com.

      Tai Chi
The Taoist Tai Chi Society of the USA will offer beginner 
classes during the fall semester. Classes are 9 - 10:30 a.m. 
Sept. 8 and 6:30 - 8 p.m. Sept. 12 at Live Oak Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 3315 El Salido Parkway in Cedar 
Park. The Taoist Tai Chi Society® internal arts and meth-
ods emphasize relaxation, stretching and stress reduc-
tion. The founder, Master Moy Lin-Shin, dedicated his 
life to making these benefits available. Classes are taught 
by nationally accredited volunteer instructors. For more 
information or to pre-register for the classes, leave a voice 
mail at 339-9004, e-mail texas@taoist.org, or visit texas.
usa.taoist.org. 

Fore
The Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce plans its Fall Golf 
Tournament at the Lago Vista Golf Club, 4616 Rimrock 
Road in Lago Vista Sept. 14. Sponsorship opportunities 
are available. For more information, call 260-7800.

      Fireworks rescheduled
The city has rescheduled the rained-out Fourth of July 
fireworks for Sept. 2 during the Back to School Splash 
Jam at Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd. The 
Splash Jam begins at 5 p.m. and features live music, swim-
ming, games and concessions. The fireworks will begin at 
dark. Standard admission fees for the pool, $3 for adults, 
$2 for ages 9 - 17 and $1 for ages 3-8,  will apply. The pool 
is open from 1 to 8 p.m.
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by Kara Vaught

LeanDeR BuSineSS - PhOTOGRaPhy By MaGGie

Photographer captures more than the lens can seeCloser
    Look 

Maggie Messer caters to her clients, even scheduling 
around their nap times and breastfeeding schedule.

A professional photographer since 1999, Messer spe-
cializes in child, wedding, portrait, maternity and special-
event photos. 

She will photograph no more than two weddings a 
month and one per weekend. Only one baby session is 
allowed per morning or afternoon.

“Babies might take an early or late nap, or they might be 
cranky and need to take a break. It’s about capturing them 
at the best time, not about squeezing somebody else in," 
Messer said.

She offers a variety of final product formats, including 
fine art canvas, classical canvas, gift portraits and albums. 
Before the shoot, she counsels her clients on wardrobe 
and scene choice, and afterward she helps them select a 
frame to compliment their home décor.

This year, for the first time, Messer entered her work in 
competitions against other area photographers.

“I’ve been going to [contests] 
for four years, but I didn’t enter 
because, looking at the other 
work, I just wasn’t ready. I’m 
now slowly getting out there.”

In April, she won the Austin 
Professional Photography As-
sociation’s monthly contest for 
The Bout, which depicts siblings 

Brock, Bailey and Mason Bunce in a boxing ring. 
“I told them I wanted to do something different and 

funny and see what we could create,” Messer said. “I love 
the simplicity of it and the story behind the boys. They 
were having a blast.”

The photo received second place in the APPA’s an-
nual portrait competition, 
and will now be entered in the 
Professional Photography As-
sociation’s international print 
competition.

The entry is important, she 
said, because it could poten-
tially earn points toward her 
master of photography designa-
tion, one of Messer’s life goals.

“It’s just about proving to 
myself that other people enjoy 
my work. I’m pretty critical of 

The Bout includes siblings, from left, 
Brock, Bailey and Mason, children of 
Joy and Casey Bunce. 

Lauri and Jimmy Smit frequent Messer's home studio with their 11-month-old son, Leland. 
Maggie conducted a photo shoot for the invitations to Leland’s first birthday party.

Photography by Maggie
834-7860 • www.photographybymaggie.com

myself, so if my print can score 
well, then I know an amazing 
photographer said my work was 
good.”

Maggie Messer, owner of 
Photography by Maggie
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      Waste service
Kydicon Waste Services opened recently at 350 N. Bag-
dad Road providing roll-off container service for Austin 
metro area residential and commercial contractors, ho-
meowners and businesses in need of large trash removal. 
For more information, call 259-9600.

Play ball
Leander Night at the Dell Diamond, Hwy. 79 at Harrell 
Drive, is Aug. 20, when the Round Rock Express will take 
on the Nashville Sounds. The game begins at 7:05 p.m., 
and sodas and hot dogs are $1 each on Mondays.

      Surrender … the information
The Leander Police Department, 200 W. Willis St., is 
collecting contact and alarm information from businesses 
owners so officers can contact them in case of an emer-
gency. To submit information, call 528-2800.

     Fore
The Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce plans the 
Fourth Annual Golf Tournament at noon Sept. 10 at 
The Golf Club at Crystal Falls, 3400 Crystal Falls Parkway. 
Teams, individuals and sponsorships are available. For more 
information, call 259-1907 or visit www.leandercc.org.

     Chiropractors
Texas Chiropractic and Family Wellness, 409 South 
West Dr., plans to open soon offering services by doctors 
J.M. Vaughn and Jennifer Vaughn. For more information, 
call 260-0201 or visit www.docvaughn.com.

  Higher learning
Registration for evening classes at Austin Community 
College’s Leander Center, located inside Leander High 
School at 3301 S. Bagdad, ends Aug. 22. and classes begin 
Aug. 27. For more information, call 435-8006 or visit 
www3.austincc.edu/schedule/s207f/lea207ffs.htm

      Twenty-four hour auto care
All Day/All Night Automotive opened Aug. 6 at 
10303 E. Crystal Falls Parkway. The 10,000 sq. ft. 
facility is a service and repair shop, and owner John 
Canaan plans to offer sandwiches and wraps soon so 
customers can eat while repairs are completed. Hours 
of operation are midnight Sunday through midnight 
Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. For more infor-
mation, call 966-7525 or visit www.alldayallnight 
auto.com.

      New kitchen
Williamson-Burnet County Opportunities recently 
reopened the Senior Nutrition Center inside the 
Bagdad Activity Center, 351 N. Bagdad Road, after 
new kitchen and bathroom facilities donated by D.R. 
Horton homebuilder were installed. For more infor-
mation, call 259-0288.

      Back to the Gulch
Way Off Broadway Community Players, 10960 E. 
Crystal  Falls Parkway, presents a popcorn-throwing 
summer melodrama, Return to Calamity Gulch at 8 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays through Aug. 25. Tickets 
are $12, or $10 for students high school age and 
younger and seniors 55 and older. Reservations are 
encouraged. Special Leander Night reservations are 
available for the Aug. 25 show. For more information, 
call 259-7964 or visit www.wobcp.org. 
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LeanDeR BuSineSS - PhOTOGRaPhy By MaGGie

Photographer captures more than the lens can see

News or questions about Leander? E-mail kvaught@impactnews.com.
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       Wide open
Tucker Family Dentistry recently opened at 10703 E. Crystal 
Falls Parkway offering a full range of dental services by Dr. 
Johnathan D. Tucker, including conscious sedation and free 
wireless Internet in the waiting room. Hours of operation 
are Monday – Thursday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Friday 7 a.m. to 
noon. For more information, call 260-9333 or visit http:// 
tuckerfamilydentistry.com.

7   

8     

9     

Photo by Ed Kelley

new Hope Rd.

FM 2243

1

4

2

3

FM 2243

crystal Falls pkwy.

Mockingbird Ln.

leander d
r.

south west dr.

willis 

st.

Bagdad Rd.

5
6

7

8

9

N



AUGUST  20078 impAcT newS.com impAcT newS.com



AUGUST  2007 9impAcT newS.com

Retail options
CONTINUED FROM |1

Ground broke on 1890 Ranch 
in October 2006, and phase 

one is expected to be complete 
by Oct. 15. The total development 
covers 900,000 sq. ft. and will 
feature restaurants, retail and 
possible office space.

1890 Ranch

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Confirmed stores
A.  Super Target

B.  Office Max

C.  PetSmart

D.  Circuit City

E.  Ross

F.  Chick-fil-A

G.  Wachovia

H.  Gold’s Gym

I.  Starbucks

J.  Massage Envy

K.  Cinemark Theater

 Mattress Firm
 FedEx Kinko’s
 Great Haircuts
 GNC
 Claire’s
 Which Wich?
 Hayashi Steak and Sushi
 Willy O’s Burgers
 Rosie’s Pho
 Rodino’s Pizza
 Mattresses Etc.
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1890 Ranch’s first phase will be filled with large anchor stores 
and restaurants, Majors said, which have been trying to break 
into this fruitful market. Some of the confirmed tenants include 
PetSmart, Super Target and Circuit City. Two other phases will be 
added later, with phase two expected to be finished by summer 
2008, he said.

Besides serving hungry shoppers, 1890 Ranch’s restaurants will 
do double duty, serving a lunch crowd from the nearby Cedar 
Park Regional Medical Center. The medical center is expected 
to open shortly after 1890 Ranch in January 2008 and will create 
an estimated 500 jobs in the community, according to hospital 
partners.

The medical center has also factored into the design of 1890 
Ranch’s third phase. Preliminary plans for the buildings on 
the northeast side, closest to the hospital, include offices with 
possible retail space above. 

“We’re still figuring out what we’re going to do with phase 
three," Majors said. “We’re trying to determine whether they will 

be best used for medical offices, medical condos or multifamily 
residential. We’re talking to companies more specialized in the 
medical office field because it’s not something Endeavor has 
typically done.”

Brewer sees the future of healthcare-related space as a necessity 
in the area.

“A number of developers are already looking at medical office 
buildings, and some are already developing next door. There will 
be a need, and I think we’ll see additional medical office space in 
this area whether it’s in 1890 Ranch or not.”

Another important element of 1890 Ranch for both Endeavor 
and the City of Cedar Park was to create a sense of place. 1890 
Ranch’s 45,000 sq. ft. of restaurants will line a boulevard, designed 
to be a “lifestyle area” with sidewalk cafés leading up to the 12-
screen Cinemark theater.

“We picture it as a place kids will be running around playing, 
and people will visit just for fun,” Majors said. 

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K A view down the main boulevard looking 

toward the cinemark theater

The sign welcoming shoppers to 
1890 Ranch

a rendering of the entrance to Target
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Business owners say 183A Toll helps US 183 drivers relax

Bumper to bumper, counting the 
minutes waiting at each stop light, US 183 
drivers were stressed, annoyed and not in 
the mood to shop.

 Now, five months after 183A Toll 
opened and two months after tolling 
began, business owners along US 183 say 
their in-store traffic is picking back up, 
and customers are more relaxed and apt to 
browse.

“[183A Toll] is good for me because 
people can actually shop in peace. Before, 
it was so congested and people were so 
[upset] sitting in traffic that they didn’t 
want to stop in and shop,” said Larry Ford, 
owner of Pet Connection in Cedar Park. 

Across from Ford, Daniele Lang’s 
Lifestyles Furniture store saw a slowdown 
of foot traffic before 183A Toll began 
charging June 1. 

Now, however, she says customers are 
coming back and seem to have more time 
to shop.

“People say they can stop and explore the 
shops they’ve been driving past because the 
road is less congested and safer,” Lang said.

Just off US 183, Richard Callahan of 
Callahan’s Feed and Pet Supply on Old 183 
said he didn’t share the fears many others 
expressed that 183A Toll would shut down 
business on US 183.

“There was a lot of talk about how it was 
going to be a business killer, but I thought 
just the opposite,” he said. “Traffic now is 
just right for business.”

The Central Texas Regional Mobility 

Authority, the agency responsible for 
183A Toll, does not have formal studies 
regarding the effect of its toll road on nearby 
businesses, but it has received positive 
feedback from the business community.

“In various meetings that I’ve been in 
with chambers in Cedar Park and Leander, 
I’ve heard people are a little more relaxed 
now,” said Mario Espinoza, director of 
community development for CTRMA. 
“That’s one of the psychological benefits. 
Not being in as much traffic, you are more 
relaxed. That is important because our 
mental state impacts our quality of life.”

Although they say the toll road provides 

a much-needed alternate route through the 
area, at least three retailers say business 
is not returning as quickly as they had 
hoped.

“Things picked back up after they started 
charging [tolls], but not to the level it was 
before,” said Patsy Parker, owner of Zora’s 
Select Gifts in Leander.

Just south of Zora's, Blanca’s Mexican 
Imports owner Blanca Mireles said she’s 
seen the same pattern.

“We don’t see as much traffic as we did, 
and a lot of people don’t even know we are 
here because they get on there and don’t 
stop,” Mireles said. 

Just south of the end of the toll road, 
Ray Simpson of Winkley’s Trading Post 
said business is 50 – 60 percent what it was 
before the 183A Toll opened. 

However, the slow weeks don’t worry 
Simpson in the long term.

“Obviously in business you can never do 
enough, but for myself it’s just a matter of 
hanging in there and waiting for the other 
things to happen,” Simpson said. “There’s 
new things being built like 1890 Ranch and 
the [Cedar Park Regional Medical Center]. 
I think then you’ll see another influx of 
traffic.”

by Kara Vaught

Business people on the effect of 183A Toll

Larry Wilson, Leander Liquor

“Traffic is less out here, 
but we’ve also had a 
competitor open up 
about the same time, 
so it’s hard to say 
whether it’s 183A or 
the competitor.”

Ray Simpson, Winkley's Trading Post

“Business is probably 50 to 60 percent of what 
it was in my guess. When they started charging 
the TxTag holders, we got an increase then, and 
it’s been pretty stable since. I think it’s going 
to pick up more and more because they’re 
getting all these things built: 1890 Ranch and 
the hospital opening up. Obviously in business 
you never do enough, but for myself it’s just a 
matter of hanging in there and waiting for the 
other things to happen.” 

Tammy Dotson, LCP Army Surplus

“When people ask for 
directions, we tell them 
‘don’t get on the toll 
road.' Otherwise, they 
get lost. Sales haven’t 
changed, but army 
surplus customers hunt us down.”

Anjelica Osoiio, Jardin Del Rey

“It’s the same; we’re 
busy like always. 
But everybody calls 
and says, ‘I’m lost!’ 
They’re on 183A and 
have to turn around, 
but it’s OK.” 

Loretta Warner, O'Leander Café
"Business is down, but 
it was down this time 
last year too, so I don't 
know if it's because of 
the toll road or that 
it's just that time of 
year."
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County  
Impact

animal protection agencieS 
NEwS: In March, the 15,000 sq. ft. williamson County Regional Animal Shelter opened 
in Georgetown, funded through a partnership with the county and the cities of Round Rock, 
Hutto, Leander and Cedar Park. The initial operating budget was $423,963.32. In May, shelter 
director Melanie Sobel resigned and soon the williamson County Sheriff’s Department began 
an investigation into animal cruelty. In response to public demand that the shelter be staffed 
properly and better maintained, Sobel sent a letter dated June 29 blaming the county, noting 
she worked 48 consecutive days because the shelter’s staff was too small.
“The lack of planning and forethought involved in wCRAS was highly irresponsible,” she said. 

THE RESPONSE: Dr. Dana Boehm was named interim director June 1. The County 
Commissioners Court approved increasing the budget to $692,909 to provide for additional 
staff. Then July 16, Dr. Beverlee Nix, zoonosis control veterinarian with the Texas Department 
of State Health Services in Temple, made an unannounced visit to the shelter and described 
it as “a clean, well-managed shelter.” Nix reported that since Boehm became director new 
procedures have been implemented such as limiting euthanasia to ill or unsocialized animals, 
establishing infection control to prevent disease, training personnel and defining cleaning 
procedures.

DEFINING SHELTERS

Types of animal welfare agencies
Municipal (city or county):  Animal care 
and control is a part of public health and 
safety governmental service. Many munici-
palities run their own animal control and 
sheltering, but some contract all or part of 
the function to a non-profit shelter.  
Independent non-profit:  Non-profit 
animal welfare agencies vary greatly. They 
may or may not have a physical shelter, may 
be open door or limited admission and may 
or may not provide contract services. 

Philosophy choices
Open Door:  Accepts all animals. when the 
shelter’s cages are full and after exhausting 
other options, animals are euthanized to 
make room for new animals. 
Limited Admission:  Accepts new animals 
if space is available.  They typically only 
take healthy, behaviorally sound animals. 
They perform limited euthanasia for illness 
or severe behavior problems that  develop 
after arrival.  

Focus of animal welfare agencies
Prevention Focus:  Solving problems at 
their source by providing services such as 
spaying, neutering and behavior training.
Intervention Focus:  Meeting current 
needs created by problems such as  shelter-
ing strays, rescue and adoptions.
 

Humane Society of Williamson County
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

Tues. - Fri.: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat.: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sun.: Noon - 5 p.m. • Closed Mon.

Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter
1855 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3322 • www.wilcopets.org 

Tues., Wed. and Fri.: Noon - 6 p.m. • Sat. and Sun.: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Closed Mon. and Thurs.

Board Members: Pct. 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey – 
williamson County, Lt. Bob Drawbaugh – Round Rock, Lt. 
Darlene Brown – Cedar Park, Asst. Police Chief Jerrell Jolley – 
Leander, Asst. City Manager Joni Clark – Hutto

Board members: President Janet Ott, Shandell Burgess, 
H.R. Strickland, Julia whitley, Kimberly Shepard, Sallie Scott, 
Susan Landgraf, Diane Pappa, Kimberly Broner, Kim Lutz

inTerim direcTor: Dr. Dana Boehm

opened: March

operATing budgeT 2008: $692, 909

funded by: 50 percent from county, 50 
percent from partnering cities

fAciliTy: 15,000 sq. ft.

cApAciTy: 85 dog kennels, 90 cat kennels

sTAff: Nine full time, three part time

Admission: Open admission. Some animals 
are euthanized for medical or behavioral 
issues.

AdopTion informATion

Adoption Fee: $85
An adopted animal will come with:

Spaying or neutering • 
Initial vaccinations• 
Microchip• 
worming• 
Heartworm screening or FIV/FeLV testing• 

services: wCRAS acts as a municipal animal 
shelter, implementing the county and cities’ 
mandates for animal control. The shelter 
handles intervention, providing care for strays, 
reuniting lost animals with their owners, rabies 
quarantine for the county and animal adoptions 
as space is available.

services: The Humane Society  focuses on 
high volume adoption, low-cost spay/neuter 
services and pet retention services. It conducts 
offsite adoptions at local businesses. Pets are 
posted for adoption on Petfinder.com and 
other online resources. The society recently 
received a grant to subsidize further spay/
neuter for low-income williamson County 
residents. Abby Angel Fund provides medical 
care for animals that need medical help prior 
to adoption.

DEFINING SHELTERS
No official terminology defines shelters.  
From “shelter” to “pound,” names are 
interchangeably used.  All shelters are inde-
pendent. No national umbrella organization 
gives funding.
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direcTor: Gretchen Guyer, began in March

opened: 1979

operATing budgeT: $632,000

funded by: 40 percent from adoption fees, 
the rest from donation and fundraisers

fAciliTy: 7,000 sq. ft.

cApAciTy: 100 animals (onsite only, does 
not include animals in foster care)

sTAff: 11 full time

Admission: It became a private, no-kill 
shelter in March when the wCRAS opened. 

AdopTion informATion

Adoption Fee: $95
An adopted animal will come with:

Spaying or neutering • 
Initial vaccinations and/or rabies • 
vaccination voucher  
Microchip • 
Heartworm screening or Leukemia test • 
30 days of free pet health insurance from • 
ShelterCare
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by Katherine Kennedy

nOn-PROfiT - WiLLiaMSOn-BuRneT COunTy OPPORTuniTieS

Groups services reach the unborn up to elderlyCloser
    Look 

L e a n D e R  a n D  C e D a R  Pa R k  P R O G R a M S :

A group of eight to 10 women sit at the front of the Se-
nior Nutrition Center playing Bingo, chatting and waiting 
for lunch as the “noon-time congregate” of seniors grows. 

The center is run by Williamson-Burnet County Op-
portunities, which began in 1966. Lunches are prepared 
in the center’s kitchen and are also delivered by WBCO’s 
Meals on Wheels program to people who cannot cook for 
themselves or leave the house.

WBCO administers a range of social services and eco-
nomic opportunity programs that benefit the community.

“We deliver around 100 meals per day and more than 
30 seniors come to the center for meals every day,” said 
WBCO Executive Director Andrew Shell. 

Another program WBCO offers is Head Start, which 
focuses on early childhood development. Head Start 
centers throughout Williamson and Burnet counties have 
served 640 families, Shell said. 

“We concentrate on getting the children healthy and 

keeping them healthy," he said. 
WBCO is the only non-profit in the area to provide a 

program like Head Start, and one of few that provides 
Meals on Wheels. Volunteers are needed to deliver weekly, 
monthly or to share a route.  Meal pick up is at the Bag-
dad Senior Center at about 10 a.m. and routes are usually 
an hour long.

“My staff and I believe that we are truly 
making a difference in people’s lives, and 
not many people can say that about their 
workplace," Shell said. “If I am having a 
stressful day, I go to any one of our sites and 
it instantly brightens my day.”

WBCO receives federal funding to main-
tain its programs, but donations are still 
needed. The funding does not cover all the 
expenses, Shell said.

In the future, WBCO plans to collaborate 

williamson-Burnet county opportunities
604 High Tech Drive • www.wbco.net

Georgetown

Senior citizens eat lunch at the Senior Nutrition Center.

head Start and early head Start:
351 N. Bagdad Road, Leander, 259-9010
Serves approximately 100 children (up to 5 years old) and their 
families with medical and dental assistance; daily nutrition; case 
management; educational instruction emphasizing pre-literacy 
and numeracy skills; physical activities for motor development; 
training in communication and social skills; services for children 
with disabilities and parent training and education.

Senior nutrition Center and Meals on Wheels:
Bagdad Activity Center, 351 N. Bagdad Road, Leander, 259-0288
Center serves approximately 400 noon congregate meals and 
1,000 home-delivered meals per month and 18,000 meals per 
year. Approximately 70 volunteers home-deliver meals, and 
more volunteers are needed. 
Seniors use the facility for fellowship, games, musical 

enrichment and exercise. Guest speakers visit for nutrition 
and other educational seminars.

Outreach-Rental and energy assistance:
930-0873
Serves more than 400 families per year with emergency 
housing or utility assistance, heating and cooling 
equipment and case management to achieve self 
sufficiency.

Cedar Ridge apartments:
2702 S. Bagdad Road, 
Leander, 259-7648
Composed of 152 multi-
family affordable housing 
units for income- 
eligible households. 

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Old FM 2243

Osage Dr.

Bagdad Rd.

Cedar Ridge 
Apartments

Head Start/
Senior Nutrition 

Center

with other community agencies to eliminate duplication 
of services. It also plans to expand its existing programs.

“We will continue to work with the cities and counties 
to be sensitive to the needs of the communities and be 
flexible enough to meet those needs.”
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ReaL eSTaTe RePORT

On the market
Price range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

Number of homes for sale
2

117

214

217

108

36

38

12

15

Area homes

< $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

3
61
63
54
19
8
2
–
–

$82,794
$132,071
$172,584
$247,167
$339,701
$448,185
$608,500
–
–

60
29
39
49
49
96
70
–
–

Price range Number SOLD Avg. sales price Days on market 
July 1, 2007 – July 31, 2007

Monthly home sales
Month  Number of sales

July 2007

July 2006

June 2007

May 2007

April 2007

March 2007

February 2007

January 2007

210

226

198

132

174

222

248

120

+$32,609

-16

Change in avg. selling
price since last year

Change in number of
homes sold since last 
year

Change in homes on the 
market since last month+31 

Ranch at 
Cypress Creek
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Kathy Schenken
258-6677
ext. 228

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$228,500

1204 Stillwell Ridge 

Key stats

Ranch at Deer Creek
Cedar Park - 78613

Agent: 
Sandi Nordhausen
258-6677
ext. 158

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$239,900

Vista Ridge
Leander - 78641

Agent: 
Mary Battaglia
258-6677
ext. 115

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$179,900

Residential Real Estate Report 
  Cedar Park & Leander MLS area 

1606 Grand Falls Drive

1400 Encino Drive 

Average price
$208,482

$175,873

$166,287

$160,465

$165,000

$184,479

$187,118

$185,648

Information provided by Coldwell Banker United,  www.coldwellbankerunited.com
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full of fun and how nice he acted about every-
thing at the dance.”

George tried to discourage his wife from 
making the trip up the cattle trail, but Hattie was 
determined to join him and his 14 cattle drivers, 
called drovers. 

With proceeds from the sale of the cattle, they 
were able to purchase 969 acres of land where 
the City of Cedar Park is now located. They gave 
land for establishing the Running Brushy School 
and the Cedar Park Cemetery, where they and a 
large number of family members are buried. 

In December 1874, Hattie was appointed 
postmistress of the Running Brushy post office. 
She moved the office to the Cluck home, where 
it remained until it closed in July 1880. She earned 
$3 to $4 a month. 

Additional income was derived from the 
unique Italian travertine stone quar-
ried from behind their home. In 1936, 
the stone was used throughout Texas to 
build Centennial buildings, as trim on 
the new Waco Post Office, in hallways 
of the Malcolm Reed home in Austin, 
on the old University of Texas library, on 
the old Austin Post Office and as trim 

by Karen r. Thompson 
Thompson is manager of archives for Williamson County. 

Historical  
Impact

Hattie Cluck: the first white woman on the cattle trail

Hattie Cluck

“There was nothing else to do 
with me and the babies but to 
take us with him,” said Harriett 
(Hattie) Standefer Cluck. “He 
took all he had in the world 
with him, and we wanted to be 
together no matter what hap-
pened.” 

That is how Hattie Cluck 
explained her 1871 trip up the 
Chisholm Trail to Abilene, 
Kansas.

In April of 1871, she packed up her three children, ages 
6, 4 and 2. Even though she was expecting her fourth 
child in October, she met the challenge head on and up 
the cattle trail she went. They had a big herd of longhorns 
to sell, and being only five feet tall and one hundred 
pounds was not going to stop her.

She was only a baby when her parents brought their 
large family to the Williamson County western prairie to 
join her grandfather Isreal Standefer who had arrived in 
1841. In 1859, at age 13, Hattie attended the inaugural ball 
of Gov. Sam Houston. The next year she enrolled at the 
Salado College. 

It was about this time that she met her husband, George 
W. Cluck, at a dance. She often related the story of “how 

T i M e l i n e  F o R  G e o R G e  &  H a R R i e T T 
c lu c k 
George Washington Cluck was born December 18, 
1839, in Missouri and died in Cedar Park on August 
23, 1920.
harriett L. Standefer was born April 14, 1846, in 
Cherokee County, Alabama to James Stuart and Caro-

on the Herman Hospital in Houston. One huge piece was 
cut and taken to make the columns of Gov. Ross Sterling’s 
home near Houston. 

George died in 1920, but Harriett lived to be 92 years 
old. She died in the arms of her granddaughter Mary 
Judith (Griffin). She passed away on the 102 anniversary 
of the Texas Declaration of Independence, appropriate 
because Harriett was an independent woman way before 
women even knew what independence could mean.

The Cluck family of Cedar Park. Harriett, seated second from right, is wearing 
the black scarf that she wore to Gov. Sam Houston’s inaugural ball in 1859. 

Photo courtesy Judy Griffin

Statues representing Hattie and George Cluck, which were made 
of stone from the Cedar Park quarry, sat in front of the Cluck 
home. It's thought that a son of the Clucks' sold the statues to 
someone in Austin. If you know the whereabouts of the statues, 
notify Karen R. Thompson, 258-5688. 

Cut out from a photo courtesy Judy Griffin
line Randal Standefer. She died on March 2, 1938.
George and Harriett married in Williamson County 
on June 25, 1863. All the children were born in Texas 
except Euell, who was born in Kansas. In addition, 
they raised grandson Joseph Mateson Cluck, born 
Feb. 9, 1878. 
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by ann M. CalVert

J & J B-B-Q and catering
300 west whitestone Blvd.

Cedar Park • 918-0314
Monday - Thursday and sunday 6 a.m.  -  8 p.m.

Friday and saturday 6 a.m. - 9 p.m.

B - B - Q  a n d  M o R e
Jose Guerrero, owner

Barbecue so good, people wake up early to eatNeighborhood
         Dining

J & J B-B-Q anD CaTeRinG

When you hear that there are crowds of locals who line 
up to eat a 6 a.m. breakfast at a certain place every morn-
ing, you know there has to be something great happening. 
Since opening six years ago in Cedar Park, J & J B-B-Q 
has been a favorite of the sunrise crowd. 

Every morning, owner Jose Guerrero arrives at work 
around 4:30 to oversee the preparation of the ingredients 
needed for about 20 varieties of breakfast tacos (all under 
$2). Huevos a la Mexicana ($5.19) is also a favorite of the 
early morning diners and includes a perfectly spiced egg 
sampling filled with fresh peppers and seasonings. It is 
served hot with tortillas. 

Guerrero has more than two decades in the restaurant 
business. Co-owner Jim Hall runs their other two restau-
rants in Austin.  

J & J is primarily a barbecue restaurant and catering 
service, but in addition to the by-the-pound meats (very 
reasonably priced) and barbecue plates ($5.50 – $8.50), it 
also offers sandwiches and the incomparable breakfast. 

Housed in a converted red brick residence just off US 
183, cold weather diners are often treated to a toasty fire 
in the fireplace. Cafeteria-style dining is casual, spacious 
and kid friendly.

I tried a Barbecue Plate ($8.25) with a new offering, the 
pork loin, and found, to my delight, that I could cut the 
pork with my fork. I shared with several at my table and 
all agreed it was as good as they had ever tasted. With 
my plate came a large beef rib which I intended only to 
sample, but wound up devouring because it was scrump-
tious. The sauce at J & J is a light, savory blend of flavors 
— not one of those overpowering barbecue sauces. Top 
quality, lean meat is the taste which comes through to the 
diner.

Impressive side selections add to the overall impres-
sion of this family run restaurant. The homemade potato 
salad, a “signature” side, is outstanding with red pepper, 
mild green onion and perfect seasonings. The fact that it 
looked like a scoop of ice cream in a bowl made it fun to 
dig into. The cole slaw was fresh, tangy and crunchy with 
delectable dressing. Other diners said the Mexican rice 
was savory and flaky and the beans a la Charra excep-
tional. 

After our meal, we talked to Guerrero and his daughter, 
Maria, and he said everything is made fresh each morn-
ing. That is exactly the way it all tasted: fresh, high quality 
food, cooked with skill and pride. 

Jose Guerrero has been in the 
restaurant business for 22 years. 
He is on site at J & J B-B-Q each 
day along with his daughter, 
Maria, and other family members. 
J & J caters all types of events, 
small and large.Jose with daughter Maria

J & J B-B-Q 
and Catering 

N

Whitestone Blvd./RM 1431 W
alt

on
 Way 
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Corridors
Community  

TxDOT has been working with Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center to install a traffic signal at C-Bar 
Ranch Road and FM 1431. Once traffic increases at 
the intersection, a temporary light system will be 
installed while the signal parts are ordered.

Transportation update
1

1890 Ranch is scheduled to open in October. For 
more information, see pages 1 and 9.

3

4

5

6

7

FM 1431

FM 1431: 183A Toll to Vista Ridge Blvd.
Sponsored by Synterra Property Group & Austin TelCo

BMC 
Millwork

13

4

5 6

Forest Oaks

FM 1431

Arrowpoint Dr. 

CR 185

Creekside Park estates is in the planning stages 
for an estate-style, gated residential community. 
The 56-acre neighborhood has almost one mile 
fronting the Spanish Oak Creek, and the lots range 
in size from a half acre to two acres. 

Residential
2

split among 22 buildings, range in size from 
1,000 to 6,000 sq. ft.  The project design is single 
story, residential scale buildings with a variety 
of flexible floor plans available to accommodate 
physicians and other healthcare and professional 
businesses. Plans for the site also inlcude a 100-
room hotel and restaurant.

Cedar Park Medical Plaza is in the planning 
stages for a three-story, 75,000 sq. ft. medical 
office building, with office condos available for 
sale or lease. The group anticipates a ground 
breaking in the first quarter of 2008.

DaVita is opening a 5,760 sq. ft. medical facility 
in late September. The kidney dialysis clinic will 
provide hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis and 
home hemodialysis.

arrowpoint acres is a 12-acre mixed-use 
development still in the planning stages. While 
the site plan is still in progress, the developer 
anticipates office and retail space in the plan. 

Primrose School, a 10,250 sq. ft. early education 
facility, opened its doors for business July 23. For 
more information, see page 5. 

Whitestone Shopping Plaza is a 14,000 sq. ft. 
retail center behind Chase Bank on Vista Ridge 
Boulevard. The fourth location of Yaghi’s New 
York Pizzeria will be in this center and tentatively 
plans a November opening.

 

  Commercial property

8

9

10

11

12

2
9

10
1112

512-836-7312

The fast pace of growth in Cedar Park is nowhere 
more evident than along FM 1431. 183A Toll made 
this area more accessible to developers, business 
owners and residents. While we covered a portion 
of FM 1431 in our first Corridor in January, there are 
new development updates and a lot of land still 
available for further growth.
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center opens in 
January, and developers are planning for a large 
influx of medical professionals along FM 1431. 
New retail businesses, such as 1890 Ranch, will 
change the shopping environment.

7 8

The Cedar Park Regional Medical Center 
is 88 percent complete after 14 months of 
construction. The 150-bed hospital will have all 
private rooms, a 24-hour emergency department 
and full service inpatient and outpatient acute 
care. The medical office building adjacent to 
the hospital will have approximately 20 new 
physicians’ offices. The hospital will open on 
January 14, 2008.

Plans for Whitestone Centre include a 40,000 sq. 
ft., three-story retail/office building with 16,000 
sq. ft. of retail on the ground floor and 24,000 
sq. ft. of office space on the second and third 
floors. While still in the development stages, three 
restaurants and a bank are planned for the site. 
Negotiations are currently underway with three 
restaurants and other prospective retail and office 
tenants. The nine-acre site is expected to break 
ground in the first quarter of 2008.

Whitestone Medical Pavilion will feature a 
65,000 sq. ft. building with custom-designed 
suites for medical services. The project is still 
in the development stage and plans to break 
ground in early October. The developer is 
considering adding a second building to the 
project based on the recently generated tenant 
interest. 

The 84,000 sq. ft. office condominium project at 
the Oakmont Business Park is expected to break 
ground in January. The flexible individual offices, 

Offices
Restaurant/Bank
Hotel
Existing Structure

Vista Ridge Blvd. 

Oakmont Business Park
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Transportation S e v e r a l  p r o j e c t S  t o  w i d e n ,  S t r a i g H t e n  r o a d S  u n d e r w a y

Update
Cedar Park
     El Salido Parkway

Construction on El Salido Parkway 
between Clay Lane and Cypress Creek 
Road will add outside shoulders to the 
two-lane roadway. The project includes 
drainage work with a 12-inch water 
line to improve pressure in the nearby 
neighborhoods. 

     New Hope Road extension to 1431
Designed as a four-lane arterial 

roadway with a center median, the 
construction will build two lanes and 
the median. The final two lanes will be 
built at a later date. The project includes 
a six-foot wide sidewalk, curbs and 
gutters, and is expected to be completed 
in March 2008.

     New Hope Road
Construction on New Hope Road 

between Bagdad and 183A Toll will 
widen the roadway and include 10-foot 
sidewalks on the south side. The project 
includes curbs and gutters. A water line 
from CR 180 to Bagdad was installed 
along with water and wastewater 
improvements between US 183 and 
183A Toll. The expected completion 
date is in November.

       FM 1431
The realignment of FM 1431 between 

Trails End Road and Vista Oaks Drive is 
expected to begin in August. A new road 
will be added to straighten out the curve 
with little impact on traffic, said Chris 
Bishop of TxDOT. The project is estimated 
to take two years to complete.

   Volente Road  
Construction on Volente Road between 

Cypress Creek and RM 620 to expand the 
roadway to two lanes in each direction 
with a center turn lanes is expected to 
be completed in August. The road is also 
known as RM 2769 and is Anderson Mill 
Road on the south side of RM 620.

Leander
       Crystal Falls Parkway

Construction to expand Crystal Falls 
Parkway between US 183 and Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard is expected to begin in 
March 2008. When finished, the roadway 
will have two lanes in each direction with 
a center turn lane.

Lakeline Blvd.

el Salido Pkwy.

2769

Cypress C
re

ek
 R

d.

620

45

Clay Ln.

Bagdad Rd.

new hope Rd.

1431

1431

Crystal  falls Pkwy. Ronald Reagan Blvd.
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EDUCATION FOCUS
C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  N E W S P A P E R

leander isd    august 2007

In September Higher education

Editor's note: Although the majority of students in the 
Leander and Cedar Park area attend Leander Independent 
School District, a portion of the expanding Avery Ranch 
subdivision is in the Round Rock school district. 

As the number of homes in Avery Ranch increases, 
so does the number of school-age children. The entire 
district is growing by 1,200 to 1,500 students per year.

In 2007, there were 400 Avery Ranch homes in the 
Round Rock school district. The district anticipates the 
addition of another 300 homes within the next year and 
a half.  

In November 2006, Round Rock voters approved 
a $267.6 million bond package that addressed the 
district’s increasing student population and other 

Area growth means new schools
immediate needs.

More than half of the approved bond money will 
fund the  building of five new schools for the district, 
one of which will be located in Avery Ranch. 

Joylynn Occhiuzzi, RRISD spokesperson, said the 
district has three ways of addressing growth: adding 
new schools, portable buildings and redrawing school 
boundary lines. However, many school sites have run 
out of room for portable buildings, she said.

“we are at capacity in a lot of our schools in 
different pockets of the district. In order to keep up 
with the demands, the district has to put new schools 
on the ground,” Occhiuzzi said.

Cost: $16,209,000
Money from: Proposition two
Opening: 2008-2009 school 
year
Size: 95,000 sq. ft.
Capacity: 900 students
expected enrollment: 650

Sommers Elementary
16200 Avery Ranch Road

Serving Students 
from: Davis 
Springs, Avery 
Ranch, Pearson 
Place, Ranch at 
Brushy Creek and 
Walsh Trails

Round Rock Sports Complex
10211 West Parmer Lane

Open since: Sept. 1, 2003
Cost: $20 million
Funded by: 2000 bond package
Reason built: To serve the athletic needs of the district. Prior to the 
complex, the district had one football stadium at Round Rock high School.

Complex uses in 2006-2007:
• 792 contests
• 26 play-off contests
• UIL play-off games
• State soccer finals
• District-wide middle and  
   high school athletic sports camps

The complex was 
rented out to other 
districts to host 
sporting events, and 
was rented to the 
austin Wranglers 
from January to 
June as a practice 
facility. The aT&T 
Games of Texas also 
scheduled events in 
the stadium.

Grades: K-5
Design: Intentionally mimics 
Union Hill Elementary, which 
saves money on design plans.
Location: The Avery Ranch 
developer offered the site to the 
district. In
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m c n e i l

5720 McNeil Road
Austin • 464-6300
www.roundrockisd.org/mcneil

principal: Cindy Doty
open since: 1992
Total students: 2,662
2006 Teacher/student Ratio: 16.0
2006 economically disadvantaged: 14.1%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2007 Taks scores
Grade 9: Reading 95%, Math 80%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 91%, Math 78%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 96%, Math 91%

we s t w o o d

12400 Mellow Meadow Drive
Austin • 464-4000
www.roundrockisd.org/westwood

principal: Rebecca Donald
open since: 1981
Total students: 2,511
2006 Teacher/student Ratio: 17.2
2006 economically disadvantaged: 7.9%
2006 Accountability Rating: Recognized

2007 Taks scores
Grade 9: Reading 97%, Math 93%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 97%, Math 94%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 99%, Math 97%

r o u n d  r o c k

300 Lake Creek Drive
Round Rock • 464-6000
www.roundrockisd.org/rrhs

principal: Walter Mark Gesch
open since: 1913
Total students: 2,333
2006 Teacher/student Ratio: 16.1
2006 economically disadvantaged: 22.4%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically Acceptable

2007 Taks scores
Grade 9: Reading 88%, Math 63%
Grade 10: English Language Arts 91%, Math 77%
Grade 11: English Language Arts 96%, Math 88%

d e e r p A r k  m i d d l e  s c h o o l
8849 Anderson Mill Road
Austin • 464-6600
www.roundrockisd.org/deerpark

principal: Toni Hicks
open since: 1986
Total students: 1,043
2006 Teacher/student Ratio: 14.4
2006 economically disadvantaged: 28.9%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2007 Taks scores
Grade 6: Reading 98%, Math 85%
Grade 7: Reading 93%, Math 90% 
Grade 8: Reading 94%, Math 82%

g r i s h A m  m i d d l e  s c h o o l
10805 School House Lane
Austin • 428-2650
www.roundrockisd.org/gms

principal: Mary Brinkman
open since: 1976
Total students: 740
2006 Teacher/student Ratio: 14.1
2006 economically disadvantaged: 19.8%
2006 Accountability Rating: Academically 
Acceptable

2007 Taks scores
Grade 6: Reading 96%, Math 90%
Grade 7: Reading 91%, Math 88%
Grade 8: Reading 94%, Math 82%

ce d A r  vA l l e y  m i d d l e  s c h o o l

8139 Racine Trail
Austin • 428-2300
www.roundrockisd.org/cedarvalley

principal: Jane Miller
open since: 1991
Total students: 1,390
2006 Teacher/student Ratio: 12.8%
2006 economically disadvantaged: 16.4
2006 Accountability Rating: Recognized

2007 Taks scores
Grade 6: Reading 98%, Math 91%
Grade 7: Reading 96%, Math 92%
Grade 8: Reading 96%, Math 91%

 

  3:  Reading 97%  •  Math 91%

  4:  Reading 92%  •  Math 93%

  5:  Reading 95%  •  Math 96%

  6:  Reading 95%  •  Math 88%

  7:  Reading 91%  •  Math 86%

  8:  Reading 92%  •  Math 81%

  9:  Reading 93%  •  Math 76%

10:  english language arts 92%  •  Math 79%

11:  english language arts 96%  •  Math 89%

2007 Preliminary TAKS Results 

Reading     87%       93%
Math      75%       86%
writing      91%       95%
science      70%       85%
social studies     87%       94%

s t a t e d i s T r i c T

r o u n d  r o c k  isd:

economically disadvantaged:     55.6%    24.9%
limited english proficient (lep):      15.8%    7.4%
Teacher/student Ratio:     14.9    14.9
average years experience of Teachers:   11.5    10.8
average actual salaries, Teachers: $41,744                  $42,141

To T A l  s T u d e n T s :  39,079

d i s T r i c T  s c o r e s  b y  g r A d e

20062006 s t a t i s t i c s

2006 2007

s t a t e d i s T r i c T

foresT norTh elemenTAry

13414 Broadmeade Ave.
Austin
464-6750
www.roundrockisd.org/
forestnorth

principal: Mary Patterson
open since: 1977

Total students: 721

2006 Teacher/student Ratio:  14.3
2006 economically disadvantaged: 14.7%
2006 Accountability Rating: Recognized

2007 Taks scores

Grade 3: 
Reading 99%, Math 92%

Grade 4: 
Reading 92%, Math 89%

Grade 5: 
Reading 98%, Math 100%

brushy creek elemenTAry

3800 Stonebridge Drive
Round Rock, TX 78681
428-3000
www.roundrockisd.org/
brushycreek

principal: Barry Ryan
open since: 1981

Total students: 795

2006 Teacher/student Ratio:  14.4
2006 economically disadvantaged: 17.7%
2006 Accountability Rating: Exemplary 

2007 Taks scores

Grade 3: 
Reading 98%, Math 95%

Grade 4:
Reading 93%, Math 97%

Grade 5:
Reading 97%, Math 100%

r o u n d  r o c K  I s d

Some students who live in 
the Avery Ranch subdivision 
attend Round Rock 
Independent School District 
schools. See page 23 for a 
map of the delineation. This 
page shows the feeder pattern 
for Avery Ranch students 
who begin school at either 
Forest North Elementary or 
Brushy Creek Elementary.

Source: www.roundrockisd.org, www.tea.state.tx.us, 
RRISD community relations department

FM 620

FM 1431
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r o u n d  r o c K  I s d
Jesus Chavez compares himself as a child to the young 

Albert Einstein. Like Einstein, he said he was not a 
model student until a teacher reached out and believed 
in him. He went on to become the first member of his 
family to attend college. The  challenges in his youth may 
have helped him with some of the challenges in 
his first full year as superintendent where 
he oversaw the passage of a new bond 
package.

Jesus Chavez 
Round Rock iSD Superintendent

Family: Married, two sons ages 21 
and 12
education: Bachelor of Science in 
elementary education, University of 
Texas, Austin;  Master of Education, 
Pan American University;  Doctorate 
in Education Administration, 
University Texas, Austin.
contact information: 
464-5022, 
superintendent_rrisd@
roundrockisd.org

to participate in some of the activities we have 
available, whether it be in fine arts, athletics or the 
community.

Q.  what are you most excited about in 
the bond package?
A.  Relief of overcrowding, particularly at the 
elementary level. I know we have several very 
severely overcrowded situations, but with the 
coming of new schools those areas will be relieved. 
We’re building a new high school for 2010. It will 
offer relief to Stony Point and McNeil, which will be 
very crowded very soon. 

Q.  How were you feeling in November 
during the bond election?
A. It was very nerve wracking to wait for results. 
I was hopeful that the community would see the 
need and understand that we were going to be 
good stewards of the district and be financially 
responsible to them and spend the bond dollars as 
they recommended. We have four schools under 
construction and a high school under design. 
We hope to see the sale of additional bonds this 
January for construction dollars for the high school 
and get into implementing some of the technology 
needs we have.

Q.  How did your time spent teaching 
help you to be a better superintendent?
A.  I worked at a school in Brownsville in a very 
poor area, not just in the city but in the state, so 
I quickly learned there’s a lot of need for schools 
to do a good job giving students the necessary 
help to succeed. I had very smart kids, but there 
were language barriers. I started as a third grade 
bilingual teacher, but half of my class, if not more, 
didn’t speak English. We had the challenge of 
not just teaching them the English language, but 
teaching them the content as well and making sure 
we gave them the skills necessary to be successful 
in elementary school, middle school, high school 
and life.

Q. what is distinctive about the Round 
Rock school district?
A.  I think it’s the balance we have. We’re known 
for our strong academic focus, but we have very 
strong programming all across our district for 
fine arts. It’s not uncommon to see Round Rock 
bands and orchestras performing at a number of 
state functions, and we see high recognition for 
our athletic program. I encourage students to do 
well academically, but to be well-rounded and 

Q.  There are a lot of elements to being a 
superintendent. what’s your favorite?
A. My favorite part of the job is being in the 
schools. It keeps you grounded and re-energizes 
you. It makes you realize all the other elements 
of the job are important because that’s what the 
ultimate work is about: the education that takes 
place in classrooms and schools.

Q.  If you had an unlimited budget, what 
are the first things you would do?
A. Across the state we need to improve math 
and science, so I’d put additional dollars toward 
improving those two areas with hands-on 
materials, curriculum training, technology and 
enrichment extension opportunities before and 
after school. 
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Student demographics are changing across the state, but, as in Round Rock ISD, that change is not always reflected in the teaching staff. In 
2006, 28.3 percent of the student population was minority and 9.6 of the teachers fell into the same category. Although LISD doesn't have 
a written procedure for hiring diverse staff, every year the staffing directors re-address whether LISD staff reflects the student demograph-
ics, said Jennifer Beard, LISD spokesperson. The district recruits throughout the state and targets universities known to produce diverse 
candidates. Every year the district works to staff its schools with the most qualified and diverse staff, she said.
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Round Rock’s student demographics are changing, but that change is not always reflected in the teaching 
staff, according to RRISD spokesperson Joylynn Occhuizzi. while around 23 percent of RRISD students are 
Hispanic, only eight percent of teachers fall in that category. That is something the school district would 
like to change, she said, so during recruitment time, especially during the spring semester, recruiting ef-
forts throughout the state focused on a diverse group of universities. while the district is concerned with 
hiring a diverse selection of teachers, choosing quality educators  is top priority, she said. 
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Leander ISD elementary after-school programs by

 Bagdad Elementary School, 
800 Deercreek Lane, Leander, 
435-4600, www.bagdad.
leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, Stepping 
Stone School #10, Twin Lakes 
Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County

 Block House Creek 
Elementary School, 401 Creek 
Run Drive, Leander, 434-7150, 
www.bhc.leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, La Petite 
Academy-Industrial Boulevard, 
Stepping Stone School #10, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Williamson 
County

 Cox Elementary School, 1001 
Brushy Creek Road, Cedar Park, 
435-4650, www.cox.leanderisd.
org

DragonHeart Karate, Stepping 
Stone School #12, The Children’s 
Courtyard-Cedar Park, La Petite 
Academy-Cypress Road, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County

 Cypress Elementary School, 
2900 El Salido Parkway, Cedar 
Park, 434-7200, www.leanderisd.
org

DragonHeart Karate, The 
Children’s Courtyard-Cedar Park, 
Bluebonnet School of Cedar Park, 
Kids Club, Cradles to Kids, La 
Petite Academy-Cypress Road, 
Beaver Brook Children’s Center, 
Stepping Stone School #6, Happy 
Face Day Care Center, Crystal 
Challenges, Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA of Greater Williamson 
County

 Deer Creek Elementary 
School, 2420 Zeppelin Drive, 
Cedar Park, 434-7176, www.dce.
leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, The 
Children’s Courtyard-Cedar 
Park, Bluebonnet School of 
Cedar Park, Cradles to Kids, La 
Petite Academy-Cypress Road, 
Stepping Stone School #6, Crystal 
Challenges, Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA of Greater Williamson 
County

 Faubion Elementary School, 
1209 Cypress Creek, Cedar 
Park, 435-4950, www.faubion.
leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, The 
Children’s Courtyard-Cedar 
Park, Serendipity Learning 
Center, Cradles to Kids, La Petite 
Academy-Cypress Road, Beaver 

Brook Children’s Center, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County

 Giddens Elementary School, 
1500 Timberwood Drive, Cedar 
Park, 434-7050, www.giddens.
leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, La Petite 
Academy-Industrial Boulevard, 
Stepping Stone School #10, The 
Children’s Courtyard-Cedar Park, 
Serendipity Learning Center, Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County, Beaver Brook 
Children’s Center

 Knowles Elementary School, 
2101 Cougar Country Drive, 
Cedar Park, 434-7650, www.
knowles.leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, La Petite 
Academy-Industrial Boulevard, 
Stepping Stone School #10, The 
Children’s Courtyard-Cedar 
Park, Good Shepherd Lutheran 
School, Twin Lakes Family YMCA 
of Greater Williamson County, 
Beaver Brook Children’s Center

 Laura Welch Bush 
Elementary School, 12600 
Country Trails, Austin, 78732, 
435-4750, www.lwb.leanderisd.
org

The Children’s Courtyard-
Riverplace, Kids Club, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County, Mad Science

 Mason Elementary School, 
1501 N. Lakeline Blvd., Cedar 
Park, 434-5036, www.mason.
leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, Stepping 
Stone School #10, The Children’s 
Courtyard-Cedar Park, Serendipity 
Learning Center, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran School, Twin Lakes 
Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County, Beaver Brook 
Children’s Center

 Naumann Elementary 
School, 1201 Brighton Bend 
Lane, Cedar Park, 434-7250, 
www.naumann.leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, The 
Children’s Courtyard-Cedar Park, 
Serendipity Learning Center, 
Bluebonnet School of Cedar 
Park, Good Shepherd Lutheran 
School, Cradles to Kids, La 
Petite Academy-Cypress Road, 
Stepping Stone School #6, Crystal 
Challenges, Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA of Greater Williamson 
County, Beaver Brook Children’s 
Center, Kids Club

 Pleasant Hill Elementary 
School, 1800 Horizon Park, 
Leander, 434-7076, www.phe.
leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, La Petite 

Academy-Industrial Boulevard, 
Stepping Stone School #10, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County, Williamson 
County Fine Arts Center

 Rutledge Elementary School, 
11501 Staked Plains Drive, 
Austin, 78717, 435-4626, www.
rutledge.leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, Tutor Time, 
Twin Lakes Family YMCA of 
Greater Williamson County, 
Stepping Stone School #12

 Steiner Ranch Elementary 
School, 4001 Quinlan Park Road, 
Austin, 78732, 434-7100, www.
steiner.leanderisd.org

The Children’s Courtyard-
Riverplace, Kids Club, Twin 
Lakes Family YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County

 Whitestone Elementary 
School, 2000 Crystal Falls 
Parkway, Leander, 434-5300, 
www.whitestone.leanderisd.org

DragonHeart Karate, La Petite 
Academy-Industrial Boulevard, 
Little Sunshine, Stepping Stone 
School #10, Serendipity Learning 
Center, Twin Lakes Family YMCA 
of Greater Williamson County
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 active/sports
•  DragonHeart Karate, 200 

S. US 183, Ste. C1A, Cedar 
Park, 918-8921, www.
dragonheartkarate.com

•  Kids r Kids, 15111 Avery Ranch 
Blvd., Austin, 78717, 218-9669, 
www.Itkidsrkids.com

 General Day Care
•   Beaver Brook Children’s 

Center, 3307 El Salido 
Parkway, Cedar Park, 331-
0881

•   Bluebonnet School of Cedar 
Park, 3420 El Salido Parkway, 
Cedar Park, 331-9009

•   Cradles to Kids, 3200 Hatch 
Road, Cedar Park, 331-5400

•   Good Shepherd Lutheran 
School, 700 Whitestone, 
Cedar Park, 258-7602, www.
gslc.cc

•   Happy Face Day Care Center, 
10713 RM 620, Ste. 101, 250-
1122 

•   La Petite Academy-Cypress 
Road, 805 Cypress Creek, 
Cedar Park, 331-7457, www.
lapetite.com

•   La Petite Academy-Industrial 
Boulevard, 1609 N. US 183, 
Cedar Park, 259-0264

A

B

DragonHeart Karate

C

D

E

La Petite Academy - Industrial

Twin Lakes YMCA

Little Sunshine

Stepping Stone School

G

H

La Petite Academy - Cypress Creek

I

J

Serendipity Learning Center

Beaver Brook Children's Center

Bluebonnet School

M

N

The Children's Courtyard

O

Kids r Kids

Primrose School

L Cradles to Kids
K Happy Face Day Care CenterF Good Shepherd Lutheran School

 Learning
•  The Children’s Courtyard-Cedar 

Park, 2001 S. Lakeline Blvd., 
Cedar Park, 249-8700, www.
childrenscourtyard.com

•  The Children’s Courtyard-
Riverplace, 10625 Bonaventure, 
Austin 78730, 372-9050. 

•  GENaustin, 414-0472, www.
genaustin.org

•  Little Sunshine, 1607 High 
Chaparral Drive, Leander, 259-
9191

•  Mad Science of Austin, 892-1143, 
www.madscience.org

•   Primrose School at Vista Ridge, 
910 North Vista Ridge Blvd., 260-
0708, www.primroseschools.
com.

•  Serendipity Learning Center, 
900 Nelson Ranch Road, 
Cedar Park, 401-0800, www.
serendipitylearningcenter.com

•  Stepping Stone School 
#10, 225 Blockhouse Drive, 
Leander, 259-3459, www.
steppingstoneschool.com

•  Twin Lakes Family YMCA of 
Greater Williamson County, 204 
E. Little Elm Trail. Cedar Park, 
250-9622, www.ymcagwc.org

•  Tutor Time, 6801 Dallas Drive, 
Austin, 78729, 335-6553, www.
tutortime.com

Editor's note: The following programs serve 
the schools under which they are listed. 
Programs serving students in the Round 
Rock Independent School District portion 
of Avery Ranch can be found at www.
roundrockisd.org.

Program information
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After a two-day study of Round Rock, urban designer 
Dan Burden of Glatting Jackson, a community-design 
firm in Florida, recommended that downtown build five 
roundabouts, including one at the intersection of Mays Street 
and Main Avenue. He describes these four-way stops with 
the circular centers as “the world’s most modern, safe and 
efficient intersection design.”  However, he also warns that 
some of Round Rock’s own roundabouts are not examples 
of good design and said the public may need additional 
information or studies before these structures are erected. 
City of Round Rock Communications Director Will Hampton 
said while all ideas are being considered, the potential
roundabouts are only conceptual.

Burden on roundabouts

According to Burden, a 
roundabout:

Builds the concept of a  »
“place” around it
Reduces travel time »
Adds capacity to roadways »
Reduces personal injury  »
crashes
Increases property value »

W. Main Ave.

Roundabout at La Frontera

E. Liberty St.
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Beverly Adam’s candy-
making days began 
when she was working 
as a nurse and making 
candy and treats for 
doctors and other 
hospital employees 
during holidays. 

Sweet 
Serendipity

The Texan Café is a warm, inviting place you will 
want to visit and take your friends. 

Texan Café

Owner Mike 
Thibodeaux opened 
the fifth Craig O’s Pizza 
and Pastaria early last 
month in wolf Ranch 
Town Center, 1015 
w. University Ave., 
Ste. 420. 

Craig O's 
Pizza &
Pastaria

university ave.
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rivery park today  Business center planned for Georgetown
by shannon colleTTI

While driving one day, Dan 
Clark found himself parking his 
car and wandering the trails of 
Georgetown’s Rivery Park.

“It was clearly to me a site that 
could have a lot of promise to 
be an asset to the community, a 
good development project and 
something that could be very 
unique,” Clark, vice president of 
development at the Austin-based 
LedgeStone Group, said.

The result is the planned proj-
ect, The Summit at Rivery Park — 
a business-entertainment center 
and portal to the park area that 
will distinguish itself by making 
the surrounding environment a 
central focus of its design.  

At a June city council workshop, 
LedgeStone unveiled its intention 
to develop approximately 31 acres 
of the park, an area nestled be-
tween Williams Drive and Rivery 
Boulevard, just west of IH 35.

The development will include a 
conference center with a capacity 

of up to 2,500; an upscale, multi-
story hotel with 250 to 350 rooms; 
a Class A office tower of between 
120,000 and 240,000 sq. ft.; four 
or more professional office con-
dominiums; and two high-end 
restaurants. The 650,000 sq. ft. site 
will encourage easy access to the 
river and nearby trails. 

The combination of picturesque 
natural surroundings, connectiv-
ity to downtown and proximity to 
IH 35 could make The Summit a 
unique addition to the city.

“What we want to do in part-
nering with Georgetown and the 
Parks [and Recreation] Depart-
ment is to complete the Rivery 
Park amenities there,” Clark said. 

Clark said he plans to have a 
pedestrian-friendly layout that 
shows off the pristine water fea-
tures and natural, shaded areas.

Marlene McMichael, a govern-
ment relations specialist and Plan-
ning and Zoning board member, 
cited the ease of travel between 
The Summit and downtown 

Georgetown as another unique 
aspect of the project. She added 
that with the recent addition of 
Toll 130 and Toll 45, maneuvering 
around the region is even easier.

In addition to the scenic land-
scape and proximity to downtown 
Georgetown, The Summit will be 
located just off of IH 35, making it 
visible from the highway and con-
venient to access. 

“It will provide commercial of-
fice space for those who would 
prefer to have their office needs 
met in the Georgetown location 
versus farther locations,” Clark 
said. 

Because it’s still early in the 
project, Clark would not disclose 
any potential tenants, but said 
there is “strong interest” from 
several companies. He could not 
yet give an estimated cost either. 
Alderman/Paccone Architects is 
doing the design. Construction is 
planned for next year and will take 
two to three years to complete.
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Wonko's Toys and 
Games
Chad Seger turned his toy 
collecting hobby into a business 
to cater to other collectors.

Kevin and Cynthia LaRoche 
create their own seasoning 
mixes, salsas, barbecue sauces, 
soup bases, coffee and tea.

Texas Spice 
Company we reviewed seven local burger 

and sandwich shops, including 
this one in scenic downtown 
Pflugerville.

Pecan Street Deli
without a liquor license, Don 
Luis and Lidia Cantu encourage 
customers to bring their own 
beverages.

Don Luis Taco & Cafe

More tolled lanes included in phase two of CAMPO plan
by rachel youens

The toll projects recently completed in 
Austin are just phase one of the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 2030 
Mobility Plan. CAMPO is Austin’s federally 
required metropolitan planning organiza-
tion that coordinates long-range regional 
transportation projects. 

Now phase two, which includes MoPac 
and US 183, was placed on TxDOT’s list of 
projects this June, and the projects in this 
phase could begin construction as soon as 
2008, according to CAMPO.

The 2030 plan was accepted in 2005, but 
only after some opposition. Even though 
public feedback gathered by CAMPO for 
the phase two tolls was 90 percent against 
tolling, the CAMPO board, made up of city 
council members, state representatives and 
other officials, voted 16 to 7 in favor of in-
cluding the tolls. 

Now these toll roads and lanes in the 
2030 plan await acceptance into TxDOT’s 

State Transportation Improvement Plan. 
Approximately $3.2 billion of the budget 

planned for CAMPO’s 2030 plan comes 
from tolls. 

“Tolling allows for infrastructure to be 
put on the ground more quickly,” TxDOT 
Director of Planning and Development 
Wesley Burford said. “The projects can hap-
pen today rather than 50 years from today."

One option for gaining additional mon-
ey would be raising the state gas tax. Rep. 
Mike Krusee of Williamson County, who 
is on the CAMPO board and chairman of 
the House Committee on Transportation, 
actually submitted a bill to do this, but the 
legislature rejected the increase. CAMPO’s 
2030 plan anticipates a gas tax increase, 
and includes $1.1 billion in funding com-
ing from the hike. The Texas gas tax is 20 
cents, and has not been raised since 1991. 

Although a newly signed bill, Senate 
Bill 792, puts a moratorium on new com-
prehensive development agreements, such 
as the one signed with Cintra-Zachry for 
the Austin-area toll roads, it does not put a 
moratorium on toll roads altogether. 

The bill gives more control over tolled 

sTory hIghlIghT

• TxdoT is considering norTh AusTin 
Tolled roAds And mAnAged lAnes

•“Managed lanes” is a generic term for any type of lane designed 
to increase freeway efficiency such as a High Occupancy Vehicle 

lane or a lane charging at certain hours of the day.

•There is no design chosen for the MoPac 
managed lanes. CAMPO does have 

a design for the typical 
managed lane, shown 

at left.

Freeway
 Lanes

Frontage
Road

Managed
Lanes

Houston, QuickRide
Offers HOV lanes for two or more people. At peak hours this changes to three 
or more people. Others can continue to drive in the lane for $2.

Dallas, DART HOV
These HOV lanes open in Dallas before 
2008. IH 30 will become the region’s 
first “managed HOV lane project” 
where single-occupant vehicles pay an 
as-yet-undetermined toll to ride.

What does a Managed lane looK liKe?

The budget for CAMPO’s 2030 Mobility Plan draws $3.1 billion from tolling. 
CAMPO has already executed phase one of its toll project. Phase two will be 
the first to introduce managed lanes.

Managed lanes

 Managed lanes around texas

projects to the local tolling authority in 
each area. In the Austin area this tolling au-
thority is the Central Texas Regional Mo-
bility Authority. 

“One of the problems with the new 
changes is that the regional mobility au-
thorities may find private capital a little less 
excited to come in and act as a bank when 
they may have less control on their invest-
ment,” Burford said. “Right now, pressure 
is on the investors to be efficient with their 
construction and management of the toll 
roads. If they aren’t allowed to do that, then 
they’re just the bank, and the pressure is on 
TxDOT and the regional mobility author-
ity to be efficient.”

Any tolling projects that the local toll-
ing authority would like to consider must 
be approved by TxDOT. In June, TxDOT 
released a list of 87 projects under consid-
eration, eight of which are in Austin and 
follow CAMPO’s phase two suggestions.

Krusee, long an advocate of toll roads, 
said the city has dragged their feet on their 
construction by doing lots of studies. 

“Austin has basically had a self-imposed 
moratorium,” Krusee said. 
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After a two-day study of Round Rock, urban designer 
Dan Burden of Glatting Jackson, a community-design 
firm in Florida, recommended that downtown build five 
roundabouts, including one at the intersection of Mays Street 
and Main Avenue. He describes these four-way stops with 
the circular centers as “the world’s most modern, safe and 
efficient intersection design.”  However, he also warns that 
some of Round Rock’s own roundabouts are not examples 
of good design and said the public may need additional 
information or studies before these structures are erected. 
City of Round Rock Communications Director Will Hampton 
said while all ideas are being considered, the potential
roundabouts are only conceptual.

Burden on roundabouts

According to Burden, a 
roundabout:

Builds the concept of a  »
“place” around it
Reduces travel time »
Adds capacity to roadways »
Reduces personal injury  »
crashes
Increases property value »

W. Main Ave.

Roundabout at La Frontera

E. Liberty St.

Historic downtown dubbed top center 
to watch in U.S. as city unites area for 
economic growth 

With Round Rock City Council express-
ing an interest in a downtown master plan, 
city staff visited with Dan Burden, a part-
ner with Glatting Jackson, a Florida-based 
company that specializes in community 

Cities explore ways to become a place
design, and asked him to evaluate down-
town’s potential to become a walkable town 
center. 

The city’s desirable location and growth, 
accented by an excellent downtown street 
grid, a preserved historic route and strong 
city leadership, are major positives, he said. 
Burden also notes the city’s initiative.  

“Round Rock is ideally located in a strong 
growth area that is lacking in placemaking,” 
he said.

Ultimately, by his definition, places are 
where people go to be seen by people and 
to see people. They are the places that com-
munities value, and they need to be close to 
where people live.

Downtown Round Rock is largely not a 
“place” because of the lack of walkability, 
he said. Burden describes a pedestrian-
friendly center as a community that in-
cludes everything from schools and parks 
within easy distance, public places marked 
by inviting features, safe, convenient and 
efficient crossings, nearby shopping and a 
variety of housing opportunities. 

One of the worst “places” in Round Rock 
is Mays Street’s intersection with Main Av-
enue, according to Burden. Heavy traffic 
and challenging pedestrian access make the 
area unappealing to most people, despite 
the corner’s historic interest. He highlights 
the old water tower with a landscaped park 
that sits at the intersection as a perfect ex-
ample of a place that fails to be a “place.” 

“There are no eyes on it. No buildings 
watching over it and it’s so close to a ma-
jor highway that no one wants to go to it at 
anytime,” he said.

Roundabouts, circular intersections such 
as the one in the La Frontera shopping cen-
ter, might be one solution, Burden said. Not 
only do the roundabouts slow traffic, they 
encourage pedestrian crossing, which pro-

motes economic growth in Burden’s view. 
That is why he recommended Round Rock 
get five of its own downtown.

The city council received a presentation 
regarding Burden’s study July 12. For Mayor 
Pro Tem Alan McGraw, a downtown town 
center is an intriguing concept — but it will 
take more than city efforts, he said.

 “There is going to have to be a market 
for the land,” he said. “Until we reach that 
point where investors pay enough for peo-
ple to sell, we have no control over it.”

What they can do is develop rules that 
permit transitional uses of downtown 
property, which would provide for ultimate 
mixed-use and parking regulations.  

“It will happen in phases,” he said. “The 
only thing is, do we go for the chicken or 
the egg phase first? Do we start with the 
private or the public sector? There has to be 
a nice balance.”

The city will provide the infrastructure, 
but then developers must also reinvest, 
City Manager Jim Nuse said.

As soon as investing starts, property val-
ue goes up dramatically, according to Bur-
den. He believes that land valued at $5 to 
$15 per sq. ft. on Round Rock Avenue that 
is currently zoned for single-family homes 
will escalate to $25-$35 per sq. ft. once it 
becomes a mixed-use area, which combines 
shopping, office space and housing.



AUGUST  200730 impAcT newS.com

Joyce Herringsharon Johnson

Q. what are your responsibilities as finance director?
A. There are myriad duties. I am in charge of financial planning, political 
development, administration of financial accounts, accounting, payroll, budget, 
treasury management, utility billing, capital improvement programs and 
maintaining fixed assets.

Q. what are some interesting aspects of this year's budget?
A.  Because of the sales tax growth, we are able to accomplish a number of things 
that are important to the City of Leander. We are trying to grow our staff with 
the budget; we have added 16 full-time and two part-time positions. The City of 
Leander has a very professional staff, and I am pleased to be a part of that.

Q. How do you balance the priorities of city departments and the city council?
A.  I look at the council’s goals and objectives, and we try to set them into motion 
on a yearly basis while maintaining a balanced budget.

Q. what would you describe as your most important duty?
A.  Treasury management because it is the area that can make or break a city in a 
hurry. If you are not meticulous with the bond payment and responsibility, it could 
cost the city in its bond rating. Leander has moved its bond rating forward in the 
three years that I have been here.

Q. what is your favorite stress reliever or pastime? why?
A.  I really enjoy spending time with my granddaughter. We take her on vacations 
with us, and it is always so fun. A grandparent never gets tired of spending time 
with their grandchild.

education: Bachelor’s in accounting from the University of Texas at Austin
family:  Husband, two children and one grandchild
Contact information:  401-5158, herring@cedarparktx.us

Sharon Johnson has worked in city government 
positions for more than 20 years, earning 
numerous awards and recognition including 

Woman of the Year by the Business Professional 
Woman’s Club and Citizen of the Year by the 
Gladewater Chamber of Commerce. 
In 2004, Johnson was informed of a city management 
position opening in Leander. “I absolutely fell in love with 
Leander. The hill country is amazing,” she said. “It’s been a 
wonderful three and a half years.” 

She said the area growth keeps her job 
fun and interesting and she is constantly 
looking forward to what will happen 
next. “I love this area,” Johnson said. 
“There is always a lot to see and do.”

Leander finance 
director

Cedar Park 
finance director

education:  Attended classes at Kilgore College. Certified Tax Assessor and Certified 
Public Manager.
family:  Husband, two children and one grandchild.
Contact information: 528-2724, sharon@ci.leander.tx.us

Joyce Herring brought 11 years of financial 
experience when she was hired as Cedar Park’s 
financial director in October 2005. She worked 

for the City of Austin in the information systems 
department, financial department in the budgeting 
office and in the police department as one of three 

financial managers. Herring came to Cedar Park as 
accounting manager and later became financial director. 
She believes her background as a certified public 

accountant is valuable to her position as finance 
director. “Our projects can be long, drawn 

out and labor intensive,” Herring said. “But 
they are interesting and exciting.”

Q. what are your duties as finance director?
A. I oversee all financial aspects of the city, including utility billing in which I 
make sure customers’ utility bills are correct, issued correctly and payment is 
recorded correctly, preparing monthly reports for the council and keeping the 
council informed of revenue and expenditure activity of the city. I report directly 
to the city manager. We also have a grant coordinator in our office who works with 
the departments to find out what their needs are and then she finds and applies 
for grants.

Q. what are some interesting aspects of this year's budget?
A.  We provided the cost of living increase for all city employees, implemented 
a 20-year retirement program (from 25 year), added 14 full-time positions to the 
budget and added six police officer and five firefighter positions. Also, the sales tax 
revenue increased 20 percent from last year from all of the economic activity in our 
area and the population increase.

Q. How do you balance the priorities of city departments and the city council?
A.  I focus on what needs to be done first, with the direction from the city 
manager. It has been helpful that Sharon Johnson and I have been able to keep in 
contact with each other and compare situations.

Q. what would you describe as your most important duty?
A.  Safeguarding the city’s financial assets because it is my duty to the taxpayers 
and citizens of Cedar Park. It is their money, and I am required to provide services 
to them.

Q. what is your favorite stress reliever or pastime? why?
A. I enjoy spending time with my family and relaxing with my grandchild.


