
What could happen to Cedar 
Park’s quarry?

Bill would keep Austin residuals out of Cedar Park quarry
by Rachel youens
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Residents in the Carriage Hills neighborhood of Cedar 
Park thought their troubles were ending. In December, the 
lease would expire for the excavation company which was 
blasting twice daily in the quarry a half mile from their 
homes along FM 1431 and Lakeline Boulevard. 

What residents didn’t understand was that the end of one 
problem would be the beginning of another, leaving them 
with the choice of loud blasts or daily waste dumps in their 
neighborhood. Now another option is sought through leg-
islation and negotiation. 

In 1987, the city of Austin bought 215 acres of land on 
the outskirts of the city to dump waste generated in the 
water treatment process. There was already a quarry on 
the property and the company running it, Ranger Excava-
tion, had a lease on the land. Austin planned to wait until 
Ranger’s current lease expired and then in 2013 would be-
gin dumping there.

Six years later, Cedar Park began its explosive growth 
and neighborhood developers began plotting subdivisions 
up to the edge of the quarry property. The noise of quarry 
blasts became a problem for residents, but the city of Cedar 
Park had no recourse because the quarry was not within its 
city limits. In 1994, Cedar Park annexed the land.

“We have had a lot of nearby residents complaining about 
blasts and noise, and Cedar Park has been in conversation 
with Austin about not renewing the (excavator’s) lease 
or minimizing blasts,” said Melanie Kliebert, Cedar Park 
communications and public relations manager. “But 
then we realized that if Austin doesn’t renew the lease, it 
would become a disposal site. We just weren’t comfortable 
proposing a plan to our residents that involved sludge 
disposal.” 
Defining sludge

In nearly all official documents, political statements and 
articles written about the waste being dumped into the 
quarry, the waste is referred to as “sludge.” 

Austin Water Utility Engineer Judy Musgrove, however, 
wants citizens to understand the material is not sludge.

“No sludge is going into the Cedar Park quarry. It is not 
biological waste,” Musgrove said. 

The material to be dumped is the residual from water 
treatment plants, mainly powder calcium carbonate or 
lime that softens the water by raising the pH.

“It is not sludge. A lot of water treatment plants have 
other types of stuff they use in treatment, but ours is a very 
different process.”

The irony of it all is that the residuals that would be 

ly we can master plan the whole area and 
make it harmonious.”
Water and savings

The city annexed land on both sides of 
Reagan north of FM 1431 and south of 
Hwy. 29 less than a year ago. Cowman be-
gan to gather information about the area 
eight months ago, and in March he invited 
63 Reagan landowners and interested par-
ties to a luncheon to discuss his vision for 
the corridor.

“I informed them that I would like to 
work on two things with them,” Cowman 
said. “One, get them to work as a group 
and, two, create a development agreement 
that would lock them in to the current capi-
tal recovery fee rate.”

Cities charge a capital water and waste-
water recovery fee, the amount of which is 
determined by an engineer. Leander’s rate 
is low compared to other cities, Cowman 
said, so he suspects they’ll soon rise. Lock-

Development would follow extension of city water service

Directions: Select plants. Apply water. 
Watch growth.

Drastically simplified, this is the formula 
Leander Mayor John Cowman and outgo-
ing council member Iris Davis plan to use 
in respect to the Ronald W. Reagan Boule-
vard corridor.

But Cowman and Davis aren’t planting 
a garden. They want to create a partner-
ship between landowners and the city of 
Leander to extend water and wastewater 
services to business developments on Rea-
gan. The utilities would be part of a pack-
age deal that includes a plan for the urban 
surge that will inevitably stretch into the 
area.

“[Reagan] is a development waiting to 
happen,” Cowman said. “I’m trying to get 
these folks to act as one body, so basical-
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Leander, landowners discuss partnership
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For years, cities have approached 
development like a 1,000-piece puzzle. 
Zoning maps drawn by the city laid out what 
types of development could go where, and 
then individual entities planned their own 
small piece of the puzzle.

 

Traditional development vs. 
comprehensive planning

Story HigHligHt

Leander plans to divide its puzzle 
into larger pieces by planning 
individual projects as parts of a 
comprehensive unit. The intention is 
to produce a cohesive population and 
maximize resources.

• Mayor planS to aSk city for partial 
Study funding

If House Bill 2910 
passes, Cedar Park 
could gain control of 
the quarry’s excavation 
and dumping. If this 
happens, Austin would 
likely sell the land to the 
highest bidder, possibly 
Cedar Park. 

Austin could decide to begin dumping residuals from 
the water treatment processes as soon as the excavation 
company’s current lease expires, although they are not 
planning to do so until 2013. 

Austin could decide to find another area to dump 
residuals or hold off on dumping and continue to 
let the excavation company harvest stone. Nearby 
neighborhoods would still experience explosions and 
dust. The City of Austin has said the excavation company 
could extend their contract.

Possibility 1

Possibility 2

Possibility 3

Summer Camps
Pages 12-13

The potential partnership between the Leander City Council and 
landowners on Ronald Reagan Boulevard would allow the area to be 
developed as a unit rather than in separate pieces.



MAY  20072 iMpAct news.coM iMpAct news.coM



MAY  2007 �iMpAct news.coM

   

I love the Discovery channel and I’ve 
recently found myself addicted to the 
“real life” survivor shows. It’s not that I 
anticipate being lost in the Sonoran desert 
having to stitch up a wound using the 
needle point and tough fibrous strands 
of a yucca leaf, but you never know when 
the survival tips might come in handy. At 
a minimum, it makes for quality enter-
tainment. 

On one of the shows, the host para-
chutes out of a plane and lands in the 
middle of the African desert. The first 
thing you should do in such a situation, 
he says, is to find high ground from which 
to search for a river or large body of water. 
Once you find water, you can rest assured 
you aren’t far from human life and the 
communities that have developed around 
the precious resource. 

Claire Love

General 
Manager’s 
Note

Preparing for growth

Claire M. Love
General Manager
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The Cedar Park City Council agreed at its April 26 meeting to change the permit-
ted uses and development restrictions on nine acres to allow the development of a 
senior independent living facility on South Lakeline Boulevard between Little Elm 
Trail and Lakeline Oaks Drive.

Cameron General Contractors, Inc., based in Nebraska, began the zoning change 
request process in February, said Leonard B. Smith, the attorney representing Cam-
eron. Council members voiced enthusiasm for the development at their April 12 and 
April 26 meetings, but they also discussed hesitation about the plot of land on which 
the contractor wants to build and concern about consistency of city policy, saying the 
council had previously denied zoning changes.

Mayor Pro Tem Cobby Caputo echoed those concerns, but said the benefits of this 
facility to the city are far greater than in other cases the council had denied.

Jerry Kavan, Cameron’s site coordinator, said he hopes to break ground in August 
or September on the 128-unit facility, which markets to affluent adults 55 and older. 
Cameron already owns three such communities in other states.

City council approves senior living facility

Live oaks planted in 1890 Ranch

TxTag customers get a free ride on 183A Toll in May
  Drivers had the chance to extend their free ride on the new 183A Toll road 
courtesy of the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority. When tolls took effect 
May 1, drivers with a funded TxTag account continued to drive for free in May and 
will get 50 percent off in June. 
 A permanent 10 percent discount for TxTag customers will take effect July 1.
 During the first two months of operation, drivers had the chance to try out the 
road for free, and the Mobility Authority registered more than 90,000 transactions a 
day, exceeding projections by more than 365 percent.
 “We have received a lot of positive feedback from customers who say they 
are saving as much as 30 minutes on their commute by using 183A,” said Steve 
Pustelnyk, Director of Communications for the Mobility Authority. “Reports 
indicate that traffic-choked US 183 has been flowing much more smoothly since 
183A opened.”
 A portion of 183A Toll near Lakeline Mall features an all-electronic TxTag toll plaza 
where cash is not accepted. In order to use that section of 183A, drivers need a TxTag. 
To make it as easy as possible to get TxTag, the Mobility Authority is sponsoring a 
number of special sign-up activities along the 183A Toll corridor. Drivers can also 
sign-up for TxTag by visiting www.txtag.org or calling 1-888-GO-TxTag.

Mature live oak trees were planted May 3 
in the new retail project 1890 Ranch, located 
at FM 1431 near 183A Toll. Cranes were used 
to move the trees into their new locations. 

The total cost of the trees was near half 
a million dollars, which accounts for just 
a portion of the total landscaping package  
planned.

1890 Ranch is a retail project by Endeavor 
Real Estate Group. The 900 thousand sq. ft. 
retail center will include a Cinemark movie 
theater, Target and PetSmart. 

The first phase of 1890 Ranch is scheduled 
to open in October.

It’s a strange parallel, but it seems to 
me the same holds true as we witness the 
transition of the wide open spaces in cities 
like Leander. Infrastructure such as water, 
wastewater and utilities must be in place 
before the population growth can occur. 
In areas where such growth is inevitable, 
there is a strong case for a forward think-
ing approach to development. 

An example is Ronald Reagan Boule-
vard where the mayor and city officials 
are in the process of moving landowners 
towards a partnership that would offer 
them long-term cost savings and bring a 
“harmonious” master plan to what could 
become one of the city’s most valuable cor-
ridors. 

Speaking of growth, my husband and I 
are expecting our first child next month, 
so I may miss a column or two. As I round 
the corner to the big day, I’m beginning to 
wonder if those survival tips will come in 
handy after all!
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Surveyors gather land data for development

Walker Texas Surveyors

Walker Texas Surveyors, Inc.
200 E. New Hope Road

259-3361

Closer
    Look 

Walker Texas 
Surveyors, Inc.

• George Washington made field sketches 
even while fighting the Revolutionary War.

• Thomas Jefferson’s appointments of 
surveyors as Secretary of State and President 

E. New Hope Road

Karen and Chuck Walker are in good professional com-
pany. Having begun Walker Texas Surveyors, Inc. in 1999, 
the Walkers joined ranks with three of the four American 
icons immortalized on Mount Rushmore; George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln were all 
surveyors, Chuck said.

Karen, president and CEO, handles the administra-
tive side of running a small business while Chuck, vice 
president, deals with the technical and physical aspects of 
surveying. 

WTS focuses on the design topographic of transporta-
tion projects and municipal infrastructures, meaning that 
they collect all the data architects and engineers need for 
the construction of things like highways and water lines. 
They were a part of projects including Toll 130 and the New 
Hope water line.

“We appreciate the development in our area and enjoy 
being here during a time of such diversity and growth,” 
Karen said. “Helping build transportation is important to 
our community, and we are trying to be a part of the solu-
tion to our transportation problem.”

Although surveyors are very visible — working along 
roads and wearing reflective safety vests — many people 
have no idea what exactly a surveyor does, Chuck said.

Most of surveying work can be broken into two catego-

ries: conveyance of property and design topographic, 
which is WTS’ main line of work. Surveying for the 
conveyance of property entails measuring and mapping 
land involved in a sales transaction so both parties are 
clear on exactly what is being bought and sold.

The tools to surveying include a device called a digital 
total station, which is connected to a hand-held comput-
er and uses a laser to measure distances within an eighth 
of an inch. Surveyors measure horizontal distances, 
meaning square feet, and vertical distances, meaning 
any rise or fall in the height of the land. 

All horizontal distances are measured as if the land 
was flat, Chuck said, meaning that a person who owns 
one acre of hilly land actually has more surface area than 
someone who owns one acre of flat land. 

Once the information is gathered, it is downloaded to 
software that allows the surveyor to map the land. The 
technology is amazing, Chuck said, and getting more so 
daily with the integration of satellite-gathered data.

A surveyor since he graduated from high school in 
1978, Chuck’s love for the outdoors brought him to the 
profession.

“The Texas climate is enjoyable and I really like the 
diversity of surveying,” Chuck said. “I am fortunate to be 
able to go anywhere in a 200-mile radius of Cedar Park.”

H I S TO R I C A L  S U R V E Y I N G  T I D B I T S

Karen, president and CEO, and Chuck Walker, vice 
president, of Walker Texas Surveyors, Inc. 

FM 1431

shaped the nation and the settlement of 
the frontier.

• While learning the trade, Abraham Lincoln’s 
intense study of surveying often lasted 
through the night. Friends told him he was 
killing himself.
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      Movies in the park
The City of Cedar Park has scheduled free movies 
in the park every other Friday during the summer. 
Hoodwinked will be shown at 8 p.m. May 25 at 
Elizabeth Milburn Park, 1901 Sun Chase Blvd. More 
information is available at www.ci.cedar-park.tx.us or 
by calling 401-5000.

      Pre-teen princess
Sweet & Sassy, a children’s salon and celebration 
facility located in Lakeline Plaza at 11066 Pecan Park 
Blvd., Ste. 207, celebrated its grand opening May 5. 
Miss Texas Teen America attended and spoke about 
scholarship opportunities with the pageant. Julie 
Bassett owns the shop. For more information, call 257-
2779 or visit www.sweetandsassy.com. 

      Beautifying
New owners Ann and Derek Everett took over 
BeautyMax in February with a new look, new products 
and new employees. Food and freebies are planned for 
a grand opening event from 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. June 9 at 
1525 Cypress Creek Road.

     Open wide
Buttercup Dental, 901 Cypress Creek Road, Ste. 203, 
plans to open June 4. Buttercup Dental offers conscious 
sedation, a television and VCR in each operatory, 
educational videos, music and Internet radio access. 
For more information, call 335-8121 or visit www.
buttercupdental.com. 

     Sleep in
Hampton Inn & Suites announced the official opening 
of its location at 10811 Pecan Park Blvd. May 7. The 
property features 71 rooms, both traditional and two-
room suites. Call 249-0045 for more information.
News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

CeDaR PaRk BuSIneSS - WaLkeR TexaS SuRveyoRS, InC.
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    Fix up, tone up 
Tillman Physical Therapy & Sports Training Center, 
Inc. moved to its new location, 2519 S. Lakeline 
Blvd., Ste. 100, in February and plans a May or June 
grand opening celebration. Michael Tillman, physical 
therapist, and Armando Guerra, physical therapy 
assistant, provide injury care and rehabilitation 
services, while David Tillman serves as a sports 
trainer. Personal training and supervised workouts are 
available in Tillman’s gym area. For more information, 
call 331-6200 or visit www.tillmantherapy.com.

     Take it for granite
Mike Contois opened Granite 4 Less, 500 Brushy 
Creek, Ste. 100, in mid-April and plans a May grand 
opening. The store provides granite, travertine 
and marble countertops, backsplashes, islands and 
bar tops as well as kitchen cabinetry. For more 
information, call 249-9100 or visit www.granite 
4lesscp.com.

     New chains
A Bush’s Chicken restaurant is under construction 
at 551 W. Whitestone Blvd., and a Panda Express is 
planning a mid-June opening a block away at 401 W. 
Whitestone Blvd. Bush’s Chicken does not have a Web 
site, but Panda Express can be found online at www.
pandaexpress.com.
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       Creative services 
Leander resident Chris Moujaes recently founded Moujaes, 
Inc. in Cedar Park. The studio enterprise provides 
brand communications, creative services and original 
entertainment content and products directed at the youth 
market. The studio runs www.squirrelworks.com, which 
offers online “comix” and community. The Chris Moujaes 
Company, Inc., 260-3120, is located at 930 South Bell Blvd., 
Ste. 304.
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LeanDeR BuSIneSS - SonSHIne STaBLeS

Stables product of happy summertime memories

From left, Jason, Kaitlyn, Jackie and Courtney Peterson with horses Walker and Jake at Sonshine Stables.

Sonshine Stables
2100 Downing Lane

484-6769 • www.sonshinehorsestables.com

H O R S E  B O A R D I N G

Closer
    Look 

Sonshine Stables offers horse owners a place to 
house, train and care for their animals. Facilities 
include a round corral, pastures, stables, wash 
racks and riding arenas. Horses are fed, watered, 
monitored for general well-being and may roam a 
pasture or stay in the stall, according to the owner’s 
preference. 

Sonshine Stables, with its horses, goats and potbelly pig, 
is the fulfillment of Vickie Peterson’s lifelong dream.

She loved her childhood summer camps and riding 
lessons, so when a rodeo-clown friend purchased five 
acres of pastureland, she offered to organize a children’s 
camp on the property. 

“We had a really good turnout the first summer, so 
right when camp was over we bought five acres next to his 
to start Sonshine,” Vickie said.

After nine years in the business world, Vickie and her 
husband Jason decided it was time to focus on family. 
She quit her job at Dell, Inc. where Jason still works, and 
began substitute teaching while getting the stables up and 
running. 

Now that operations are established, Vickie said she 
hopes to begin teaching full time.

With the help of her husband, daughters Kaitlyn and 
Courtney and in-laws Bruce and Jan Peterson, Sonshine 
Stables now offers 10 week-long camp sessions of 20 
campers each, boarding for up to 10 horses and private 
riding lessons.

Vickie said the goal of every activity at Sonshine Stables 
is to create an experience that makes children feel good 

about themselves while learning about the outdoors 
and responsibility.

“It’s about getting out and seeing what life has to 
offer,” Jason said. “Most kids have never seen a pig and 
never seen a horse.”

By week’s end, campers are well acquainted with the 
animals. They spend each morning with the horses 
learning the basics of both bareback and saddle riding, 
grooming and care.

“As a kid, I would take riding lessons where you 
show up and the horse is ready and you 
get on,” Vickie said.  “Now, being a 
horse owner, I know there’s much more 
to it. We instill responsibility, and so it’s 
a very big family feeling. Everybody has 
a job and we’re learning and having fun 
together.”

Children also meet Sonny, the 
potbelly pig who snacks on their 
leftover food. 

BIG Momma goat and her kids, Sugar 
and Spice, are on hand for petting and 
chase. 

FM 1431
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Sonshine Stables

New additions are also on the way: one horse just gave 
birth, and Vickie has arranged for a Sonshine rabbit family.

After animal time and lunch, groups of campers and their 
counselor rotate through activities including singing, arts 
and crafts, gymnastics, barn bowling, water balloons, kick-
ball, face painting and ring toss. 

“It’s just so nice because here you get to see the kids really 
in their element,” she said. “They get to be kids and have fun, 
but they’re learning at the same time.

Sonshine Stables’ first pony with its mother, Grace.

CR 180

Downing Ln.



MAY  2007 7iMpAct news.coM              
     Straightened smile
Leander Orthodontics opened March 12 at 505 Crystal 
Falls Parkway, 260-5300, with Dr. Robert H. Judy. Visit 
them on the Web at www.LeanderOrthodontics.com.

Music night
The Williamson County Symphony Orchestra, directed 
by Dr. Thomas E. “Doc” Rainey, performs tonight 
at the San Gabriel Park Pavilion, 445 E. Morrow, in 
Georgetown and on Saturday evening at Old Settler’s 
Park Pavilion, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., in Round 
Rock. Both outdoor concerts are free, begin at 7:30 
p.m., and feature a program of marches, novelty pieces, 
television and movie themes. Immediately following 
Saturday’s concert, the public is invited to join the 
orchestra’s musicians and society members for a 
covered dish picnic. Bread or other favorite dishes to 
share are welcome. Call John Gordon at 789-5073 or 
Debbie Matlock at 293-2457 for more information.

      Pasta Italiano
Como’s Italian restaurant, 901 Crystal Falls Parkway, 
Ste. 101, celebrated its 
grand opening May 
5. Owner Scott Covey 
and chef Ralph Davis 
named the restaurant 
for the picturesque 
Italian lake often 
visited by the rich 
and famous crowd. 
Each booth at Como’s 
features a screen 
showing a crackling 
fire in the evening 
and an underwater 
scene during the day.

LeanDeR BuSIneSS - SonSHIne STaBLeS

News or questions about Leander? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

2     Park & Ride to open
A kick-off celebration for the new Capital Metro 
Park & Ride, 800 US 183, is scheduled for 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m. June 2.  Music, carnival rides and food are 
planned in addition to an address from Congressman 
John Carter. In 2008, rail service to Austin will be 
available beside the Park & Ride. More information is
available at www.capmetro.org.

Capital Metro’s rendering of the Park & Ride and rail station

      Golf tournament benefits LISD 
seniors
Norton Moses Masonic Lodge #336 has scheduled 
the Fifth Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 
Saturday at Crystal Falls Golf Course, 3400 Crystal 
Falls Parkway. The tournament benefits college 
scholarships awarded to Leander ISD graduating 
seniors. Arrive at the course by 7:30 a.m. for an 8 a.m. 
shotgun start, prizes for tournament winners, door 
prizes and other gifts. Call Joe Greene, 585-9796, or 
visit www.NortonMoses.com for more details.

     Little ones
Kingdom Kids’ mother-daughter owner and 
operator team is celebrating their first Mother’s Day 
in business at 805 Crystal Falls Parkway. Call 260-
6707 for more information about their day and after-
school programs.

        

5 

6  

      Music and movies
The SuddenLink Full Moon Concert Series at Robin 
Bledsoe Ampitheater, 601 S. Bagdad Road, continues 
today from 7 - 9 p.m. featuring Austin Echoes. Jean-Pierre 
& the Zydeco Angels will perform June 22. Movies in the 
park plans to show The Ant Bully on June 1 and Flushed 
Away June 15. Movies begin at dusk. More information is 
available at www.leanderpard.com or by calling 259-2640.
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Although the substance due to be dumped 
in the Cedar Park quarry is often referred to 
as “sludge,” according to Austin Water Utility 
Engineer Judy Musgrove it is not actually 
sludge and contains no biological waste. 
She calls the material residuals. It is a result 
of the drinking water treatment process, not 
wastewater treatment. 

What are residuals?

2.    After chlorine 
is added to kill any 
waterborne pathogens, a 
process called flocculation 
begins. Chemicals like 
lime and iron are added 
that encourage particles 
in the water to coagulate. Most of the 
waste that would be dumped in the 
quarry would be this lime, which, in 
addition to helping with flocculation, 
helps regulate pH. It is harvested from 
the Austin White Lime Co. in Round 
Rock.
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3. As the particles begin to coagulate, 
they settle to the bottom of the tank and 
are removed during the sedimentation 
step. This sediment is what is often 
referred to as “sludge.”

   Unlike other 
cities that use drilled 
underground wells, 
Austin takes their 
water from freshwater 
lakes and rivers. Water 
extracted from Lake 
Travis will first pass 
through a large filter 
that will extract large 
debris.

4. Finally, the water goes 
through one last filtration 
process to remove any 
remaining particles. One of 
these filters is anthracite, a 
variety of coal. After this last 
cleaning, the water is ready 
to drink and is pumped to a 
reservoir for distribution. 
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Quarry
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dumped into the Cedar Park quarry actu-
ally originated in a quarry. The calcium 
carbonate Austin Water Utility uses in 
their water comes from limestone harvest-
ed from Austin White Lime Company in 
Round Rock.

Residuals from current water treatment 
go to a quarry near Austin-Bergstrom In-
ternational Airport, Musgrove said. The 
city chose the Cedar Park quarry because 
it was closer to the new Northwest Austin 
water treatment plant at Lake Travis, cut-
ting down on the cost of transportation.

In response to other concerns of noise 
and trucking, Musgrove said the dump site 
would be an improvement over the current 
quarry situation.

“In comparison with the blasts and 
trucks they have now, what we would be 
doing is nothing,” Musgrove said. “Now 
there are 200 trucks a day. It would be six 
with us and would go up from there with a 
max of 20 a day.”
Looking toward the future

The city of Austin has already approved 
an extension of Ranger Excavation’s con-
tract for another ten years. It would include 
some of the provisions neighbors have been 
looking for, such as a natural noise and dust 
buffer. However, all of the City of Austin’s 
plans could be put on hold if new legisla-
tion is approved.

A bill already passed through the House 
that would require a larger city owning a 
quarry inside a smaller city to get the small-

er city’s consent before extending any leases 
on the land or disposing of residuals. 

Although the bill does not specifically 
mention Cedar Park, it is sponsored by 
Rep. Dan Gattis, whose district covers Ce-
dar Park.

“The issue ultimately came down to the 
city being able to control things that affect 
their citizens from an environmental and 
health standpoint. It seemed a little disin-
genuous of Austin to say a city couldn’t do 

that,” Gattis said. “For one city to come over 
and say ‘I want to dump my waste in an-
other city’ is uncalled for.”

If the bill is signed into law, Cedar Park 
will gain control over some of the uses of 
the land, but the property will still belong 
to the city of Austin. 

“The ball is in their court and we’re ex-
ploring other options with more benefits 
for our residents,” Kliebert said. “One thing 
mentioned is letting Cedar Park buy that 

land to use for recreational use. We’re open 
to ideas. It’s Austin’s, so we’re just trying to 
find compromise.”

If the land cannot be used for excavating 
or for dumping, Austin is likely to sell the 
land and begin looking for another dump 
site, Musgrove said. 

However, the city is required to sell to the 
highest bidder, and there is no guarantee 
that would be Cedar Park. She said Austin 
has not received a bid from Cedar Park. 

Lake TRavIS

Art Design by Kara Henning
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Water
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Visions of the future?

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

ing in the landowners rates now would save them roughly 
$12 million combined. 

The projected cost of extending water services to the 
corridor is also $12 million, Davis said.

“Instead of not having [city water services] at all and no 
one developing this place for 10 years or whatever, it’s to 
everyone’s best interest to chip in and get it done,” she said. 
“The big deal is the $12 million, and that sounds like a lot, 
but when you think of the overall income to the city and 
the savings to the landowners, it’s a win-win situation.”
analyzing the impact

Before any deal is struck, an economic analysis and mar-
keting survey must be done for the entire corridor as a 
unit, Cowman said. The results would give the landowners 
and the city a better idea of the developments that would 
best suit the land and how such activity would affect the 
economy.

For the recently completed TOD, similar research cost 
$50,000. Davis and Cowman say they will approach the 
council and request that the city supply the landowners 
with one-third of that cost.

“That would be in the next budget process,” Davis said. 
“Council would have to vote for it and show the landown-
ers that we are serious. My job would be to find a place in 
the budget where we could redirect money in order not to 
add to the budget.”
Country life

At the March information-gathering meeting, some 
landowners expressed to Cowman and Davis their con-
cerns that the city was moving into an area where people 
purposefully went to escape it. 

Davis said she recognizes that position fully, because her 
home is also near Reagan, but she also knows that the area 
will be developed at some point.

“We understand that progress happens, and we would 

rather be in front of the ball than behind it, so to speak.”
Davis also said that the process of planning and execut-

ing development will take years, not months.
“This way we can put all the planning in place so every-

one’s on board and going the same direction, and whoever 
eventually develops it would already know that plan.”

Although this potential plan would not attempt to pro-
vide water services to residential customers in the area, 
once the lines are laid and working, homeowners would be 
welcome to connect, Davis said.
everyone’s two cents

Connie Katusak and her husband, Robert, own property 

on CR 179, which is perpendicular to Ronald Reagan. She 
said Leander citizens are realizing that urbanization is com-
ing their way ready or not, and that preparation is essential. 

“I’m very positive about the planning,” she said. “I’d rath-
er see planning than mish mosh from not planning.”

A meeting about the Reagan corridor was scheduled for 
Thursday. Davis asks everyone to contact her or another 
council member to voice their opinions.

“I encourage everyone to take a drive up that road and 
envision the kinds of things they would like to see there,” 
Davis said. “Then let us know what you think.”

Developments such as retail and restaurants 
could become part of the Ronald Reagan Boulevard landscape.
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SUMMERCAMPS
Showtime - Performance of Broadway-type show 
with lights, props, costumes and live music.
$145-$275
458-KIDS
www.kidsactingstudio.com

            soccer
Premiere Soccer Camps, 336-5425, www.lonestar 
soccercamp.com

Day Camp I
Children 5 - 8 years old for half day and 9 - 14 years 
old for full day.
$150 for half day, $245 for full day
Town and Country Sports Complex
June 4 - 8

Day Camp III
Children 5 - 8 years old for half day and 9 - 14 years 
old for full day.
$150 for half day, $245 for full day
Milburn Park
June 11 - 15

Day Camp v
Includes Competitive Athlete Training Zone (CATZ) 
conditioning program.
Children 5 - 8 years old for half day and 9 - 14 years 
old for full day.
$135 for half day, $215 for full day
Milburn Park
July 16 - 18

Day Camp vI
Includes Competitive Athlete Training Zone (CATZ) 
conditioning program.
Children 5 - 8 for half day and 9 - 14 for full day.
$135 for half day, $215 for full day
Town and Country Sports Complex
July 19 - 21

overnight Camp vII
Children 10 - 18 years old, overnight.
$510
Lonestar Soccer Academy at St. Stephen’s
June 17 - 21

          yMCA
Day Camp and Teen Summer adventure Camp
Twin Lakes Family YMCA
250-9622
www.ymcagwc.org
                 

                  baseball camps
CPHS Skills/Drills Baseball 
Camp will stress individual drills teaching 
throwing, catching, hitting, fielding, and 
running for campers grades 2 - 5 and 6 - 8. The 
mechanics of pitching will also be addressed.
$70; CPHS; June 4-7; second session June 11-14 
 

LHS Baseball
Hitting, throwing, fielding and running for 5th-
8th grade boys.
$70; LHS; June 4 - 7 

           boys basketball camps
Timberwolf Basketball
Grades 1 - 3, 4 - 6 and 7 - 8
$125; CPHS; June 4 - 7; second and third sessions 
June 11 - 14
  

eagle Basketball II 
Grades 5 - 7 
$70; CRMS; June 4 - 7 

Lion Fundamentals 
Grades 3 - 5
$70; LHS; June 11 - 14

Ranger Shooting/Position I 
Grades 3 - 5 
$70; VRHS; June 11 - 14 

Ranger Shooting/Position II 
Grades 6 - 8
$70; VRHS; June 11 - 14 

Lion Fundamental Team 
Grades 6 - 8 
$70; LHS; June 18 - 21 

Ranger Basketball Team 
Grades 3 - 8 
$125; VRHS; June 18 - 21 

Ranger Basketball “eLITe”
Grades 7 - 8
$70; VRHS; July 16 - 19 

Ranger Basketball
Grades 2 - 6
$70; VRHS; July 16 - 19  

Timberwolf Shooting 
Grades 4 - 8  
$70; CPHS; July 23 - 26 

Lion Shooting & Team
Grades 6 - 8
$70; LHS; July 23 - 26

ladies basketball camps
LHS Lady Lion Basketball
Grades K - 5
$70; LHS; June 4 - 7 

LHS Lady Lion Basketball
Grades 6 - 8
$70; LHS; June 4 - 7 

Lady Ranger Basketball I
Grades 1 - 5
$70; VRHS; June 4 - 7 

Lady Ranger Basketball II
Grades 6 - 8
$70; VRHS; June 4 - 7
 

eagle Get Ready for BB 
Grades 4 - 7
$70; CRMS; June 11 -14 

Lady Timberwolf Shooting I 
Grades 3 - 5
$70; CPHS; June 18 - 21 

Lady Timberwolf Shooting II 
Grades 6 - 8
$70; CPHS; June 18 - 21 

Lady Timberwolf Basketball I 
Grades PK - 2
$70; CPHS; June 18 - 21 

Lady Timberwolf Basketball II 
Grades 3 - 5
$70; CPHS; June 25 - 28 

Lady Timberwolf Basketball III 
Grades 6 - 8
$70; CPHS; June 25 - 28
 

Dr. John’s Sports Center

All sports
Dr. John’s Sports Center
Camps specialize in a specific sport each week and 
aim to develop fundamental and advanced skills, 
improve agility, speed, balance and coordination 
and enhance game strategy skills.
Full day - $185 per week
Half day - $90 per week
259-7545
www.drjohnssportscenter.com

General camps
Bluebonnet School Summer Day Camp
Includes water park and pool-based activities, field 
trips and learning opportunities.
331-9009
http://bluebonnetschool.com

Tres amigos Summer Camp
Classes include Spanish, dance, art and yoga for 
ages 3 and up.
260-9236

Martial arts
Camp DragonHeart
Daily activities include swimming, arts and crafts, 
movies, skating, outdoor activities and field trips.
Call for pricing.
DragonHeart Karate, 200 S. Bell Blvd. Ste. F4
918-8921
www.dragonheartkarate.com

Parks and recreation programs
Camp Timberwolf 
Activities include games, arts and crafts, fishing, 
sports, field trips and swimming.
$100 per week for Cedar Park residents, $125 per 
week for non-residents
Deer Creek Elementary School
401-5500
May 29 - August 10

Swimming lessons
Lessons for children 6 months – 12 years old teach 
skills to reduce the number of drownings.
$35 (two week, eight day session) for residents, $50 
for non-residents.
Milburn and Buttercup pools
401-5500

Tennis Lessons
Offers beginning and intermediate lessons.
$80
Creekside Park
401-5500

Performing arts
kidsacting
Combo Camp -  Teaches performance for stage and 
screen, including TV, commercials, movies, comedy, 
improvisation, stage combat, musical comedy, 
theatrical acting, make-up, theater arts and crafts. 

CAMPSSUMMER

DragonHeart

yMCa

leander independent school District summer camps
LISD’s Community Services Department offers a variety of summer camps. Registration is through 
May 25, and grades listed are for the 2006-2007 school year. Forms may be mailed to LISD Community 
Services, P.O. Box 218, Leander, TX 78646, postmarked by May 25, or brought to the LISD Administra-
tion Building from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Camp brochures are available at www.leanderisd.org/Programs/
sports07.pdf. Call 434-5009 for more information.
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            soccer camps
Lion Girls Soccer
Grades 3 - 5
$70; LHS; June 11 - 14 

eagle Boys/Girls Soccer I
Grades K - 3
$70; CRMS; July 9 - 12 

eagle Boys/Girls Soccer II 
Grades 4 - 6
$70; CRMS; July 9 - 12 

Lion Girls Soccer 
Grades 6 - 8
$70; LHS; June 11 - 14

           
                softball camps  
LHS Lion Softball
Grades 2 - 4
$70; LHS; June 4 - 6 

LHS Lion Softball 
Grades 5 - 8
$70; LHS; June 4 - 6 

sports/games/challenge 
course camps (boys/girls)
Challenge Course
Grades 5 - 8
$70; LHS; June 4 - 7 

Sports & Play Day
Grades K - 3
$70; NAU; June 11 - 14
 

eagle activity I 
Grades 1- 4 
$70; CRMS; June 11 - 14 

eagle activity II 
Grades 5 - 8
$70; CRMS; June 25 - 28 

Competition & Games 
Grades K - 8
$70; CRMS; July 16 - 19 

RBMS Combination vB/BB*
Grades 5- 7 
$125; RBMS; July 30 - August 2
 

Lady Hawk Combination vB/BB*
Grades 4 - 7
$125; HMS; August 6 - 9 

 boys/girls basketball camp
eagle Basketball I 
Grades 1 - 4 
$70; CRMS; June 4 - 7 
* RBMS/HMS/WMS Combination 
Volleyball/Basketball Camps - 
volleyball will be held in the morning 
and basketball will be held in the 
afternoon - campers may choose to 
attend either one camp for $70 or both 
(all day) for $125.
 

         Dance camps
Leander Dance
Grades 2 - 11
$70; LHS; May 30 - 31 

Raising the Barre 
Grades 6 - 11
$125; LHS; August 6 -9 
 

            Football  camps
Future Lions Football
Grades 5 - 7
$70; RMBS; June 4 -7 

eagle Football I 
Grades 1 - 4
$70; CRMS; June 18-21 

eagle Football II 
Grades 5 - 7
$70; CRMS; June 18 - 21 

Coyote & Hawk Football
Grades 6 - 7
$70; VRHS; August 6 - 9 

       track camps (boys/girls)
eagle Track I 
Grades 1 - 4
$70; CRMS; June 11 - 14 

eagle Track II
Grades 5 - 9
$70; CRMS; June 25 - 28 

Track Camp
Grades 1 - 7
$70; CPHS; June 11 - 14 

       Volleyball camps
T’Pups volleyball
Grades K - 5
$70; CPHS; K - 5
May 30-31 May 30 - May 31 

CPHS Pre-Tryout 
Grade 8
$70; CPHS; June 4 - 6 

eagle volleyball
Grade 5 - 7
$70; CRMS; June 4 - 7 

Future Lady T’Wolves
Grades 6 - 7
$70; CPHS; June 11 - 14 

elementary volleyball 
Grades K - 5
$70; LHS; June 25 - 28 

Middle School volleyball
Grades 6 - 8
$70; LHS; June 25 - 28  

LHS Incoming Freshman vB 
Grade 8
$125; LHS; July 23 - 26 

Future Ranger volleyball I
Grades 5 - 8
$70; VRHS; July 23 - 26 
 

Future Ranger volleyball II
Grade 8
$70; VRHS; July 23 - 26 

Lady Ranger Team volleyball 
Current Players
$125; VRHS; July 30 - August 2 

RBMS Combination vB/BB 
Grades 5 - 7
$125; RMBS; July 30 - August 2 

Lady Timberwolf Team 
Grades 9 - 11
$125; CPHS; July 30-August 1 

LHS Team volleyball
Current Players
$70; LHS; August 1 - 3

Lady Hawk Combination vB/BB* 
Grades 4 - 7
$125; HMS; August 6 - 9 

eagle-Get Ready for vB Tryouts* 
Grades 6 - 7
$70; CRMS; August 6 - 9 

all american volleyball 
Grades 3 - 5
$70; NAU; August 6 - 9 

Wrestling camps
vista Ridge Wrestling 
Grades K - 8
$70; VRHS; June 25 - 27 

Timberwolf Wrestling
Grades K - 8
$70; CPHS; July 30 - August 2 

Added camps
Lady Coyote Combination vB/BB*
Grades 5 - 7
$125; HMS; August 13 - 16
 

Future Ranger Softball 
Grades 3 - 5, 6 - 8 
$70; VRHS; June 11-14 

strength and conditioning 
camps (boys/girls)
Timberwolf Strength Speed 
Grades 9 - 11
$125; CPHS; June 4 - July 26 

vRHS advanced Strength/Cond. 
Grades 9 - 11
$125; VRHS; June 4 - July 26 

Champions Course 
Grades 9 - 11
$125; LHS; June 11 - July 26 

Building Champions
Grades 6 - 8
$125; LHS; June 11 - July 26  

Ranger “Maker”
Grades 6 - 8
$125; VRHS; June 11 - July 26 

CPMS Strength/Speed
Grades 6 - 7
$125; CPMS; June 11 - July 26
 

CRMS Strength/Speed
Grades 6 - 7
$125; CRMS; June 11 - July 26 

       tennis camps (boys/girls)
vRHS/CPHS Tennis II
Grades 5- 8
$70; VRHS; June 4 - 7 

LHS Beginner Tennis
Grades 3 - 8
$70; LHS; June 4 - 7 

CPHS/vRHS Tennis I 
Grades 3 - 8
$70; CPHS; June 11 - 14
 

LHS advanced Tennis
Grades 3 - 8
$70; LHS; June 11 - 14 

sonshine stables
All day summer camp for ages 6 - 12
484-6769
www.sonshinehorsestables.com

Nitroswim Center
Opening Soon
Swim classes for ages 6 months and up
1310 Toro Grande • Cedar Park
www.nitroswim.com

Cedar Park Parks & Recreation

library programs
Cedar Park
Toddler and preschool programs: 

Tuesdays 10:30 and 11:15 a.m. June 
12 - July 24

Elementary programs: Thursdays 2 and 
3:15 p.m. June 7 - July 26

259-5353
Leander
Jungle Jim 3 and 7 p.m. June 6; African 
Safari 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. June 14; 
Chicken Dog 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. June 
22; Joe McDermott 10 a.m. June 28; Hill 
Country Traveling Zoo 10 a.m. July 5.
www.youseemore.com/leander
259-5259
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She began as a volunteer, not intending to work out-
side the home. Eighteen years later, Ruth Hisle is still a 
volunteer. She also manages volunteers as the director of 
community services for Leander ISD.

“I’ve been doing this since 1989, so my heart really is 
with volunteering,” Hisle said.

In 1989, Hisle accepted the position of volunteer 
coordinator at Leander Junior High. She stepped into her 
present role four years later. Leander had approximately 
400 volunteers working 2,800 hours a year at the district’s 
three campuses.

Now, the district boasts 6,200 volunteers working more 
than 200,000 hours, and the district will include almost 
30 campuses by the end of the year.

Hisle works with coordinators on each campus, who 
she calls “the heart of the volunteering program.”

“I make sure they know how much they are appreciat-
ed,” Hisle said. “I’m big on recognition, because we really 
couldn’t do it without them. I’m the one baking the cakes 
and having the ice cream socials because it’s so important 
to show people how important they are.”

The district recently recognized its volunteers at a din-
ner in their honor. Those with five, 10 and 20 years of ser-

by Kara Vaught

Community  
rutH HiSle

Icon

Jim Plain Elementary second-grader Kallie Mahoney releases the last of her class’ 
Monarch butterflies with her mentor, Ruth Hisle.

vice — 350, 200 and 30 people, respectively — received a 
special honor with a puzzle theme.

Puzzles, Hisle said, have been important to her this 
year because they illustrate so well the relationship of 
people within the district.

“We have such a good team here,” she said. “It’s not 
about the individual, it’s about the team.”

Most people begin a puzzle by finding all the edge 
pieces and creating a frame. The district’s framework is 
the board of trustees, Hisle said, and everyone else fits in 
place with unique sizes, shapes, colors, needs and wants.

“If one or two pieces are missing, you will not be suc-
cessful.”

Programs begun under Hisle’s leadership have helped 
spawn interest and further education about the district 
and how it works. 

Principal for a Day, started two years ago, allows a 
community member to experience first-hand what is 
involved in running a school.

“The principal of that campus plans the day. It can 
be anything from making announcements to sitting in 
classrooms and doing a project to working in the cafete-
ria helping children dump their lunch trays. That can be 
quite an experience if you’ve never done it before.”

About 30 people, including Congressman John Cart-
er and Police Chief Henry Fluck, have participated.

Originally from Lexington, Ky., Hisle said she was 
homesick for some time after moving to the area 

with her husband in 1971. 
“It was just a matter of meeting new friends,” she said. 

“When I first started this job I was very shy, and that has 
changed over the years.”

Having put her children through school in the district, 
Hisle now has three grandchildren enrolled in LISD 
schools. She also mentors a second-grader at Jim Plain 
Elementary.

Although Hisle has only worked for one district, she is 
convinced Leander is special.

“I’ve watched the growth over the years, and I’ve 
watched teachers come here from 
other districts and want 
to stay, so there must be 
something good happening 
here!”

TO  V O LU N T E E R
Anyone in the community can become an LISD volunteer. An application is 
available at https://volunteer.leanderisd.org, and requires a standard background 
check.
City of Leander Deputy Fire Chief Bill Gardner visits with Plain Elementary kindergartners during his  
Principal for a Day experience.

School volunteer now recruits, manages others
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Transportation  
Update

N

FM 1431

E. New Hope Rd.

R
onald R

eagan Blvd.

Sam
 Bass R

d.

FM 1431

New Hope Rd.

Construction to widen FM 
1431 between US 183 and 
183A Toll is expected to be 
completed in November. The 
plans include the addition 
of lanes on each side of 
FM 1431 and a turn lane at 
Discovery Boulevard.

TxDOT project

FM 1431

N

Plans to expand W. New Hope 
Road to FM 1431 are in the final 
design stage. Construction is 
expected to start in July and 
be completed next May. It is 
designed as a four-lane roadway 
with a median, but current plans 
only include the two inner lanes.

City of Cedar Park project

W. New Hope Road

A center turn lane will be added at US 183 and San Gabriel 
Parkway along with a traffic light. Construction is expected 
to last four months and will begin once crews relocate an 
underground utility cable.  

Williamson County project

San Gabriel Pkwy and US 183

Projects in progress

San Gabriel Pkwy

Old FM 2243

The City of Cedar Park is working on plans to expand New 
Hope Road east to Sam Bass Road. The project will be up 
for consideration in future city bond planning meetings. 
Currently there is no money to fund the expansion.

City of Cedar Park project

Future New Hope Road

CR 185

FM 1431

W. New Hope Rd. 

B
lock H

ouse D
r.

Construction to widen E. New Hope Road between 
Block House Drive and 183A Toll from a two-lane 
roadway to a five-lane roadway is expected to be 
completed in October. Along with widened lanes, 
the project includes drainage, illumination and two 
stoplights, one at Block House Drive and New Hope 
Road and another at 183A Toll and New Hope Road.

City of Cedar Park project

E. New Hope Road
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by KaRen R. Thompson 
Thompson is manager of archives for Williamson County. 

Historical  
Impact

Walkerton: Roots of the county

To celebrate the Texas 
Centennial in 1936, 493 gray 
granite markers were placed at 
historically significant sites in 

Texas. One of those Centennial 
Markers is at the entrance to Block 
House Creek subdivision. It reads:

 Site of a Block House. Built by 
Texas Rangers under Captain John J. 

Tumlinson in 1836. Destroyed by Indi-
ans in 1837. This was the first white man’s 

post in Williamson County. 
In the 1820s and 1830s 

settlers wanted to go up the 
Colorado River, but Indians 
were a problem. Stephen F. 
Austin hired three ranging-
corps of men to protect the 

area. One ranger group was 
commanded by Capt. John J. Tumlinson. His men built a 
small fort using block house wood hauled from Bastrop. 
A big oak tree served as a lookout post and the spring-fed 
creek provided water. But when General Sam Houston 
sent word for the men to come help fight Santa Anna, the 
fort was abandoned and later destroyed by fire.

Alexander Stuart Walker (1826-1896) and his wife, 
Jane Wilbarger, moved to Georgetown in 1853, where 
he served as district clerk and district judge. Walker was 
appointed associate justice of the Texas Supreme Court 

from March 1888 to January 1889. He acquired more 
than 1,000 acres of land, which included the Tumlinson 
Fort site.

When the Austin & Northwestern Railroad was built 
from Austin to Marble Falls in 1882, a small “flag station” 
was added at the ranch and named Walkerton. This made 
shipping cattle to market easier.

 Alexander Stuart Walker, Jr. (1865-1933) was a promi-
nent lawyer like his father and served two terms as Travis 
County Attorney. He also divided his time between the 
ranch and Austin.

President Woodrow Wilson appointed him Texas col-
lector of internal revenue in 1913. Arriving by train to 
the Walkerton Station, President Wilson enjoyed hunting 
at the ranch.

However, Alexander Stuart Walker, III, born in 1892, 
was truly a man of the ranch. He knew and loved every 
inch of the place, including the 56 Indian mounds (mid-
dens) on the land. 

Another famous visitor to the ranch was William 
Jennings Bryan who traveled to the area with his wife in 
1908 while touring the country during his third cam-
paign for President of the United States. He was to 
speak at Southwestern University in George-
town.

The first person to own an automo-
bile in Georgetown was W. H. Crowley 
who bought a two-cylinder 1906 
Buick. It was not long before E. 
F. Booty had a 48 horsepower 
1908 Buick. After lunch and quail 
hunting at the Walker ranch, 
these two cars were sent to pick 

up the Bryans and deliver them to Georgetown.
In 1962 when I first visited his widow Mary Walker at 

the Walker Ranch on Block House Creek, I fell in love 
with her and the ranch; it was a dream location for a his-
torian. Her home was built at the site of Tumlinson Fort, 
and you could still see where the steps had been cut out of 
the oak tree more than 130 years earlier.

 
Learn more about the Walker family in Part two of this 
story in the June issue.

This oak tree, alive until the late ‘60s, was the 
lookout tree for the Rangers at the Tumlinson fort. 

In about 1865, when this model of 
the Deringer gun came out, Judge A. 
S. Walker bought this gun for his wife 
to use for protection when she was at 
the Walker Ranch. This is the model of 
Deringer that John Wilkes Booth used 
to kill President Lincoln.
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by deb arnold

 WaTeRLoo ICe HouSe

Austin staple opens new branch in Avery Ranch

Waterloo Ice House’s Avery Ranch manager Cassandra Alvarado serves patrons.

Waterloo Ice House
14900 Avery Ranch Blvd.

255-4873 • www.waterlooicehouse.com

WAT E R LO O ’ S  B E G I N N I N G S

Neighborhood
         Dining

Waterloo Ice House has made it all the way from 
Congress Avenue, its first establishment, to Avery 
Ranch. This Austin icon has served up good food in 
a fun, relaxed atmosphere since 1976, and Waterloo 
stayed true to its laid-back tradition in its newest 
location that opened in April. 

We opted to eat indoors, but the patio, with ceiling 
fans stirring the evening air, looked very inviting. 
Waterloo Ice House not only prides itself in its atmo-
sphere, but also in its fresh produce delivered daily 
and its never-frozen beef hamburgers. 

“The freshness of our products is really important,” 
manager John Marinos said. “We get our ingredi-
ents almost every day, and we prepare everything 
fresh and by hand. Even though we are a small chain 
restaurant, we aren’t institutional and our food 
isn’t chain-restaurant quality. Freshness is the main 
benefit.”

We started with the 38th Street Combo of chicken 
quesadillas, stuffed jalapenos, queso blanco, crisp 
tortilla chips and salsa. ($12.95) All the items 
revved-up our palates for the main courses.

The chopped steak topped with sautéed mush-

 Waterloo Ice House’s sign says it has 
been  “serving great food since the hippies 
showed up.”  
 The original Congress Avenue location 
has seen many performers, including 

Brushy Creek Rd.

Avery Ranch Blvd. 
Waterloo Ice House

rooms, onions and brown gravy served with hand-
cut French fries and the veggie of the day hit the 
mark. ($8.25) 

The hand-breaded chicken fried steak is lightly 
crusted and served with smooth, cream gravy. 
($8.25) The mashed potatoes and vegetable sides 
were nice compliments to this Texas standby.

A unique twist to the catfish was the Texas tortilla 
catfish. ($8.75) 
Farm-raised and 
fresh, this fish was 
encrusted in a 
cornmeal and corn 
tortilla breading 
and deep-fried to 
a crispy crunch. 
The jalapeno tartar 
sauce added a 
flavorful kick. The 
sides of coleslaw 
and French fries 
rounded out the 
plate.

Uncle Walt’s Band and Lyle 
Lovett, during its live music 
weekends. Seven Waterloo 
locations now dot the Austin 
area. 

P
arm

er Ln. 

The classic cheeseburger was stacked with fresh 
lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, onions, mayo and mus-
tard. ($6.75) A generous portion of hand-cut French 
fries accompanied this selection.

The finale was the praline chocolate brownie. 
($3.25) Nicely warmed, and topped with a liberal 
portion of vanilla ice cream, pecan praline cream 
sauce and crushed pralines, it was delectable. 
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Education 
  Focus 

Postgraduate education options for high school 

      austin Business College
2101 IH 35 South • Austin
•   Programs: Associate degrees in accounting, 

legal office management, medical office 
management and office technology; 
certifications in office specialist, administrative 
specialist, legal administrative specialist and 
medical administrative specialist.

•   Program length: Depends on program, up to 
two and a half years, including externships in a 
real-world work environment.

•   earn: Certifications or Associate of Applied 
Science degree.

•   Financial aid: For those who qualify.
•   other: ABC offers career services to aid in the 

job hunting process after graduation.
•   Phone: 447-9415

      austin Community College
Cypress Creek Campus
1555 Cypress Creek Road • Cedar Park and other 
Austin area locations offering a variety of classes 
and degree options.
•  Programs: Transferable credit for core classes 

at many universities and colleges, automotive 
mechanics, film, writing, computer science and 
phlebotomy.

•  Program length: One semester to two years 
depending on program or classes desired.

•  earn: Transferable credits, certification and 
associate’s degree.

•  Financial aid: For those who qualify.
•  other: ACC night classes are offered at Leander 

High School. For more information, contact ACC 
Center Supervisor Janet Martin at 435-8006.

•  Web site: www.austincc.edu
•  Phone: 223-2000       
     Devry university
Austin Center 
Stratum Executive Center
11044 Research Blvd., Ste. B100 • Austin

•  Programs: Undergraduate programs include 
business administration, game and simulation 
programming, technical management, 
accounting and financial management. 
Graduate degree programs include accounting 
and financial management and business 
administration. Graduate certificates in 
accounting and business administration.

•  Program length: Depends on degree or 
certification.

•  earn: Bachelor’s or Master’s degree or 
certification.

•  Financial aid: Scholarships available.
•  other: DeVry offers night and weekend classes.
•  Web site: devry.edu
•  Phone: 231-2500

      everest Institute, part of the 
national Institute of Technology
9100 US 290 Ste 100 • Austin
•  Programs: Day and night times available 

in medical administrative assisting, dental 
assistance, pharmacy technician, medical 
assisting, residential heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning.

•  Program length: Seven months plus an 
externship set up through the school to 
complete real world training.

•  earn: Diploma, certifications.
•  Financial aid: For those who qualify.
•  other: Career counseling is available to find a 

career to match interests and personalities.
•  Web site: www.everest.edu
•  Phone: 888-741-4270  

     ITT Technical Institute
6330 US 290 East, Ste 150 • Austin
•  Classes: Day and night times and online course 

work available.
•  Programs: Information technology, electronics 

technology, drafting, design and business.

•  Program length: Two years.
•  earn: Associate Degree of Applied Science.
•  Financial aid: For those who qualify.
•  other: Student activities including clubs, 

contests and open houses; online courses 
to earn an MBA or Bachelor of Science are 
available.

•  Web site: www2.itt-tech.edu
•  Phone: 467-6800

    Lauterstein-Conway Massage School
4701-B Burnet Road • Austin
•    Program: Massage therapy courses.
•   Program length: Depends on program.
•  Financial aid: Loans and scholarships available.
•  other: Offers a variety of schedules and classes.
•  Web site: www.tlcschool.com
•  Phone: 374-9222

    nuvani Beauty School
14005 N. US 183 Ste. 1200 • Austin
•  Programs: Cosmetology, nail technician and 

esthetician.
•  Program length: Three to ten months 

depending on program.
•  Web site: www.nuvani.com
•  Phone: 707-7939

     Texas Workforce Commission
Texas Workforce Commission of Williamson County 
3010 Williams Drive Ste. 113 • Georgetown
•  Services: Employment services, referrals to 

apprenticeship programs and access to adult 
education.

•  other: Services are also provided through the 
Rural Capital Area Workforce.

•  Web site: www.twc.state.tx.us/ or www.
ruralcapitalworkforce.com

•  Phone: 863-4826

    Paul Mitchell the School
The Academy at Austin • A Paul Mitchell Partner 
School • 15635 Vision Drive, Ste. 107 • Pflugerville
•  Programs: Cosmetology training, esthetician 

training.
•  Program length: Day courses take 15 months 

to complete, night courses take two years.
•  other: Technical tools, books and core cutting 

materials are included in the tuition.

•  Financial aid: Payment plans are available.
•  Web site: www.theacademyaustin.com
•  Phone: 251-1644

     Texas Culinary academy
11400 Burnet Road, Ste. 2100 • Austin
•   Programs: Le Cordon Bleu Culinary Arts 

training, baking and pastry arts training.
•   Program length: Students must complete an 

externship for the Culinary Arts program. 
•   earn: Associate Degree of Applied Arts and 

Sciences for the Culinary Arts program, baking 
and pastry arts leaves students with skills and 
abilities for entry level careers as a pastry chef.

•   Financial aid: For those who qualify.
•   other: The academy offers career placement 

assistance.
•   Web site: www.Austin.chefs.com
•   Phone: 672-0802

     vogue College of Cosmetology
Vogue Beauty College
4631 Airport Blvd., Ste. 101 • Austin
•  Programs: Nail technician training, 

cosmetology school, permanent make-up 
school and esthetician school.

•  Program length: Approximately 10 months.
•  earn: Certifications.
•  Financial aid: For those who qualify.
•  other: Vogue Beauty College has two Austin 

locations and several others throughout Texas 
and New Mexico.

•  Web site: www.voguebeautycollege.com
•  email: voguebeautycollege@yahoo.com
•  Phone: 1-800-861-3636

      Work Source in austin
WorkSource Career Center, North
6505 Airport Blvd., Ste. 101A • Austin
•  Programs: Pre-employment training courses, 

resumé help, courses on the work place.
•  other: WorkSource offers a wide variety of job 

related assistance on their Web site.
•  Web site: www.worksourceaustin.com
•  Phone: 454-9675
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-$3,140 

-8

Change in
avg. selling
price over 
last year

Change in
number of
homes sold
over last year

Change in 
homes on the 
market since 
last month

+197 

Cedar Park & Leander MLS Area
R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P O R TR e s i D e N t i A l

Ridgewood South
Leander - 78641
1201 Rutherford Dr.
Agent: Ashley Walsh (512) 844-5643

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$199,000

Twin Creeks
Cedar Park - 78613             
2304 Pipit         
Leslie Plas (512) 663-3393

Bella Vista
Cedar Park - 78613           
3123 Fiorellino
Agent: Deven Richter (512) 844-2495

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$309,000

4 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$385,000

on the
Market

Price Range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale
15

169

217

176

61

29

28

8

8

Area HoMes

< $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

3
61
61
33
10
3
3
–
–

$96,900
$134,000
$172,568
$224,900
$331,000
$435,000
$575,000
–
–

67
41
40
52
81

106
52
–
–

SOLD
Price Range # SOLD Avg. Sales Price Days On Market 

April 1, 2007 – April 30, 2007 Monthly Home sales
Month  Number of Sales Average Price
April 2007

April 2006

March 2007

February 2007

January 2007

December 2006

November 2006

October 2006

174

182

222

248

120

184

170

175

$165,000

$168,140

$184,479

$187,118

$185,648

$187,866

$177,486

$177,988
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United (www.coldwellbankerunited.com)
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RM 620

are set aside for trails, nature preserves, picnic tables and 
educational signs. 

TCC works with land developers, municipalities, other 
non-profit organizations and private landowners. If a cave 
is located on private property, the owner can contact TCC 
to receive a free consultation on cave maintenance and 
preservation.

“We try to remind them that they have a valuable 
treasure to take care of so that they can share it with their 
grandchildren,” Walsh said. “If caves are left unprotected, 
people can break out the interior formations. The forma-
tions then dry up and die, becoming useless.”

TCC has a Cave Day at the Westside Preserve in Sep-
tember and April to inform residents about the caves in 
their area. Walsh said the event grows each year. 

“There is a lot of interest in the Leander and Cedar Park 
areas in the environment, and what is going on. We ob-
tained a grant to develop the Avery Ranch Cave in hopes 
of providing public cave tours led by professional cavers 
with no charge to the public,” Walsh said. “Our goal is to 
turn Cedar Park into the Texas cave capital, making it a 
tourist attraction.”

by Katherine Kennedy

non-PRoFIT - TexaS Cave ConSeRvanCy

Cavers aim to make Cedar Park Texas Cave capitalCloser
    Look 

Cedar Park is home to more than 50 protected caves, 
many of which are near residents’ backyards. Texas Cave 
Conservancy is dedicated to the protection of these caves, 
cave life and cave management. TCC founder and caver 
Mike Walsh is passionate about saving Texas down under.

“Caving is the main drive in my life; not just going into 
caves, but the anthropology, geology and history aspect as 
well,” Walsh said. “Caving is a way of exploring places that 
have never been explored before. All caves are different.” 

Even though some of the best caves have been de-
stroyed, there are still more than 1,000 known caves in ur-
ban areas throughout Texas, Walsh said, and 750 of them 
are in Williamson County. TCC’s goal is to save as many 
of the remaining caves as possible through the establish-
ment of parks and preserves.

“Preserving caves adds to the quality of life. We take the 
preserves and turn them into public parks,” Walsh said. 
“We support recreational use, not abuse, of the caves. We 
are involved with people who love caves and will safely 
move through, not destroy them.”

After caves are located and gated to keep the public 
out, the conservancy begins preservation. Acres of land 

TCC Headquarters, Wilcox Nature Preserve
1800 West Park

249-2283 • http://texascaves.org

Cedar Park Cave Day

Mike Walsh with a couple in front of Good 
Friday Cave

• Held in September and April, the 
next Cave Day is Sept. 15.

• Cavers demonstrate climbing 
techniques and provide 
information on endangered 
species, cave life, plants and bats.

• Caves are not entered on the tours 
to protect the endangered species 
living there.

Endangered cave inhabitant
•  Rhadine persephone is an extremely 

rare beetle found in about 50 caves 
near Cedar Park.  

•  It is the size of a red ant and never 
leaves the caves, feeding on cricket 
eggs and water. 

• Cedar Park caves are protected to 
preserve these beetles, nicknamed 
Ricky by local cavers. 

FM 1431

A member of the Texas Cave Conservancy

For a map of cave locations, 
visit www.impactnews.com

W. Park St.

Lakeline Blvd.

Texas Cave 
Conservancy
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Community  
Corridors

FM 1431 - Parmer Lane to Sam Bass Road
Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates

C1

Proposed new Hope Road extension

F1

Transportation Update
  Toro Grande Drive will continue to extend 

north as properties along the road are 
developed, eventually intersecting the 
proposed New Hope Road extension. 

  The City of Cedar Park anticipates these 
locations will be potential sites for traffic 
signals, based on the volume of traffic that 
will likely be generated by the water park 
and developments along Toro Grande Drive.

  Future road to be constructed as part of 
water park’s Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) agreement. 

T1  

T2  

Austin Wood
Recycling

Future Land Use Commercial Property

512-836-7312

The 6.5-acre Cleo Bay Suzuki dealership 
will be open by September. The 
dealership will have an 11,400 sq. ft. 
showroom and will sell both new and 
pre-owned vehicles.

nitro Swim Center will open on May 
25. The 28,000 sq. ft. center will offer 
swim lessons for infants to adults, 
rehabilitation and therapy, competitive- 
and fitness-based programs, coaching for 
adults and summer programs. Visit www. 
nitroswim.com for more information.

  Walgreens is planning to build on this two-acre site. 
Driveways are being cut through the property, but no 
timeline has been set for the construction of the building 
at this time. 

   The Indigo Ridge Planned Unit Development (PUD) was 
approved by the Cedar Park City Council in 2001, but no 
construction has taken place, nor is any planned, at this 
time. The developer, Henry Mayes, said his company is 
conducting market research to determine exactly what 
and when to build on the 126 acre site. There are a number 
of possibilities including big box retailers, a multipurpose 
center, an employment center or a multi-family 
development. He acquired the property in December 2006 
from the previous developers, Albert Flangas and Mickey 
Stratton, and feels like the development process will move 
faster now that he owns the land.

The Planned Unit Development (PUD) agreement for the 
water park that will occupy this 67-acre site was approved 
in March. The water park could be open as soon as summer 
2008 depending on when the project breaks ground, 
which the developer hopes will happen the last quarter 
of this year. The conceptual design of the park includes 
rides, a lazy river, tree house hotels, and a 250- to 300-
room hotel with conference space and a meeting center. 
Phase II would include mixed-use retail at the front of the 
property. For the full story, access the January 2007 issue 
of the Leander/Cedar Park edition of Community Impact 
Newspaper at www.impactnews.com. 

History
  In 1973, the Texas Highway 

Department (now known 
as the Texas Department of 
Transportation) discovered the 
site of a prehistoric camp. During 
the excavation of the site in 1982, 
the skeleton of a female who died 
during the last Ice Age – about 
9,500 years ago – was uncovered in 
what appeared to be a family burial 
ground. She was in a fetal position 
with her head cradled in her arms. 
The remains of the Leanderthal Lady 
are at the J.J. Pickle Research Center 
of the University of Texas at Austin. 
For the full story, access the June 
2006 issue of the Leander/Cedar 
Park edition of Community Impact 
Newspaper at www.impactnews.
com in the archives. 

C1  

C2  

F1  

F2  

F3  

H1

F2

F3

C2

H1

FM 1431

Ronald Reagan / Parm
er

sam
 b ass Road

toro G
rande Dr.

baker 
Drywall

Williamson County 
Regional Park

T2

T2

T3

T1

T3 

With a swim center and car dealership 
under construction, there is a lot of activity 
taking place along this corridor and more 
to come. A water park is expected to break 
ground as early as the last quarter of this 
year, and several acres of land are currently 
undergoing annexation or zoning 
requests, most of which are for business or 
industrial use.
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p u b l i c a t i o n S

Regional  
Impact

The Trans-Texas Corridor is not a road, or 
even a network of roads, but simply legisla-
tion. In 2003, Gov. Rick Perry signed into 
law House Bill 3588, which is responsible for 
the Trans-Texas Corridor, and provides for 
private funding of public roads, large-scale 
tolling and the eminent domain of land.

Now two bills, one currently in the 
House and one in the Senate, are question-
ing whether the TTC’s bold ideas are help-
ing or hurting Texas drivers.

One of the TTC’s main proponents, and 
an author of the bill, is Rep. Mike Krusee of 
Williamson County. Krusee, chairman of 
the House Committee on Transportation, 
said he wrote the bill broadly to give local 
government tools to address congestion.

“The 20th-century model for transpor-
tation growth will not suffice for the 21st 
century,” Krusee said in his 2003 statement 
of purpose for the bill. 
Project funding

In the past, highway construction was 

funded through a rise in the state gas tax, 
but the gas tax has not increased in 16 
years, while the number of people on Texas 
roads has grown by over 5.5 million.

In addition to the use of tolls to fund new 
roads, TTC also allows existing roads to be 
tolled. It is this use of pre-existing roads, 
built using gas tax, to suddenly raise toll 
revenue that has caused some to lash out, 
calling it a “double tax.”

Already TxDOT has proposed managed, 
tolled lanes along MoPac. They are also be-
ing considered along IH 35 and US 183, ac-
cording to the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s 2030 plan.
Bills fight the TTC

When the TTC passed the House and the 
Senate in 2003, it did so with a vote of 146 
to 0 and 31 to 0, respectively. Four years 
later, bills limiting the powers of the TTC 
have passed both the House and Senate 
with votes of 137 to 2 and 30 to 0.

This new legislation, House Bills 1892 
and 2772,  and Senate Bill 1267, put a two-

Controversial Trans-Texas 
corridor faces new hurdle
by Rachel youens

Texas Legislature considers transportation funding options

The TTC concept includes a 
statewide network of routes 
with TTC 35 and I-69 as two 
of the specific projects. As 
envisioned, each route will 
include:

 separate lanes for   
    passenger vehicles and

large trucks
 freight railways
 high-speed commuter   

     railways
 infrastructure for utilities 

     including water
lines, oil and gas pipelines, 
and transmission lines 
for electricity and 
broadband and other 
telecommunication.

Plans call for the TTC to be 
completed in phases during 
the next 50 years, with routes 
prioritized according to 
Texas’ transportation needs. 
TxDOT will oversee planning, 
construction and ongoing 
maintenance, although private 
vendors will be responsible for 
much of the daily operations.

Trans-Texas Corridor

TTC Timeline

2003
The Texas Senate, House and Gov. Rick 
Perry approve House Bill 3588, 
the Trans-Texas Corridor.
Work begins on the Central Texas 
Turnpike, which includes Toll 130, Toll 
45 and the extension of MoPac. These 
projects are funded by bonds, federal
funding and through the private 
investment of Lone Star Infrastructure.

2005
Work begins on 183A Toll. It is the 
Central Texas Regional Mobilty
Authority’s first project and is partly 
funded by private investment.
TxDOT signs a $3.5 million contract 
with Spanish company Cintra-Zachry 
for planning and rights to concessions 
on TTC 35.

2007
Legislation is introduced both in the 
Texas Senate and the House modifying 
the power of the Trans-Texas Corridor.

Source:  www.keeptexasmoving.org

year moratorium to new toll roads, allows 
individual cities more control over how 
TTC affects them and gives more consider-
ation to privatization.

Even after passing, the bills must be 
signed by Gov. Perry, a supporter of the 
TTC. However, a two-thirds majority in the 
House and Senate could override his veto, 
and current support for the bills indicates 
this could be possible.

“I’m thankful that we finished SH 130, 
SH 45, SH 183A and the MoPac extension 
when we did because the moratoriums 
would have had a devastating impact on 
Williamson County,” said Krusee, one of 
the two who voted against HB 1892. 
other possibilities 

Regardless of whether the reigns are put 
on the TTC, Texas is still left in a transpor-
tation bind. 

Krusee has filed a bill, House Bill 9962, 
to allow the gas tax to rise with the infla-
tion rate, and in the Senate, another bill 
would similarly raise the gas tax by the 
need for transportation funds. Texas’ gas 
tax ranks in the middle for state gas taxes 
at 20 cents.

“It’s unrealistic to lock in a revenue in 
1991 and not have it grow,” Stall said. “In 
the pursuit of ‘no new taxes,’ the legislators 
have created a shadow tax in tolling.”



MAY  2007 2�iMpAct news.coM

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

Smoke Shop
The Heroes & Legacies smoke 
shop has been a staple in the 
Arboretum for 10 years selling 
tobacco, pipes and other goods.

Community Icon: 
Toby Futrell

“I’m very pleased that 
you’ll see a large, nice expansion 

of the library at Spicewood Springs, 
long overdue, and that the only rec. 
center built into the package is in the 
Northwest.

New zoning 
increases density

by rachel youens

Ride on Center for kids
Nancy O’Meara 
started Ride On 

Center for Kids in 
1998 as a hobby to help kids 
with special needs.

In the next 20 years, the Austin popula-
tion will nearly double in size. City officials 
recognize their only choices are to grow 
taller and denser, and their eyes are set on 
Northwest Austin.

This 2,300 square-acre area, known as 
the North Burnet/Gateway Neighborhood 
Planning Area, is bordered by Metric Bou-
levard to the east, MoPac to the west and 
US 183 to the south. 

“The North Burnet/Gateway neighbor-
hood is a huge area the size of downtown, 
the state office complex and UT planning 
areas combined,” Planning and Zoning Di-
rector Molly Scarbrough said. 

The 2000 census showed 4,800 residents, 
an extremely low population density com-
pared to other neighborhoods. This means 
development there is less likely to disturb 
existing homeowners.

The bulk of North Burnet/Gateway also 
lies just outside the Edwards Aquifer Re-
charge zone, making it less environmen-
tally sensitive. 

After a community vision meeting in 
July 2006, the consultants took residents’ 
suggestions and went to the drawing board. 
When they presented their draft plans to 

the public March 24, renderings showed 
tall buildings, townhouses and mixed-use 
developments similar to the Domain. 

This neighborhood plan will be the first 
in north Austin to use a zoning overlay, a 
type of zoning more commonly used in 
areas such as Town Lake and the Capitol 
building. 

“A zoning overlay creates a sense of 
place. There’s a vision to a particular area 
that we’re trying to achieve,” Neighborhood 
Planning and Zoning Department Director 
Greg Guernsey said. 

Unlike traditional zoning, where a spe-
cific purpose is assigned to a specific piece 
of property such as residential or commer-
cial, the zoning overlay allows multiple uses 

to exist simultaneously and assigns general 
zoning subdistricts over large areas.

While the North Burnet/Gateway Neigh-
borhood has no single-family homes, the 
outlying areas are filled with residential 
neighborhoods.

“If Duval Road is not well planned, and is 
set up to be one of the main mouths to the 
“second downtown,” it will reduce the value 
of our properties, and raise the daily agita-
tion level of everyone trying to get home,” 
said Milwood Neighborhood Association 
president Dustin Lanier. “Conversely, if it 
is planned for, and we can still get home 
without waiting and waiting, we have a lot 
to look forward to in what the Domain and 
North Burnet/Gateway will bring.”

The future of North Burnet Road

photo illustration by rachel youens

Zoning, as part of a new neighborhood 
plan, could bring high-rise development along 

Burnet Road and Longhorn Boulevard, as illustrated here.

North Austin neighborhood 
target of growth

ventana
White tablecloths, sophisticated 
place settings, an exquisite menu, 
and reasonable prices define Ventana 
Restaurant.

Every dish is prepared at the 
time it is ordered with fresh 
ingredients using family 
recipes brought from Thailand. 

Thai Spoon

In the early 1960s, Austin began an aggressive annexation to 
the north with the plan to add the Pflugerville community. 
Pflugerville citizens wanted to retain their separate identity.

Becoming a city in Pflugerville
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Pauline Lam Kathleen Cottay

education: Bachelor of Arts, University of British Columbia; Master of Library Science, 
University of Texas at Austin.
Family:  Two daughters
Contact Information:  259-5353 ext. 233, lam@cedarparktx.us

Q. What are your responsibilities as library director?
A.  My responsibilities include planning, organizing and administering the 
operation of the library. I oversee and supervise library employees, attend related 
meetings, prepare the annual budget and monitor approved expenditures, acquire 
and monitor grant funds, promote and market the library and its services and 
attend to all aspects of library service.
 

Q. What is an interesting fact about the library?
A.  The library is heavily used. In 2006, there were a total of 566,826 items checked 
out, 26,623 people attending our programs, 318,024 visits to the library and 
110,754 computer usages.

Q. Why are libraries important to the community?
A.   Libraries provide quality of life and they bring you the world. The greatest 
resource for literacy is the public library. As information and technology 
increasingly shape our society, the skills adults need to function successfully have 
gone beyond reading. Helping children and adults develop skills they need to fully 
participate in an information society is central to our mission. 

Q. How do you decide what materials to have in the library?
A.   There are many professional reviews on books and audio-visual materials 
for our librarians to select and make decisions to purchase based on community 
needs and interests. Materials purchased are based on the timeliness of the 
item, reputation of the author and publisher, cost as well as covering all sides of 
controversial issues for individuals to make a sound judgment.

Q. What is your favorite book and why?
A.  One of the most recent books that I read is the 8th Habit by Stephen Covey. It is 
profound and compelling. The eighth habit helps solve many common dilemmas in 
our lives. The book transforms the way we think about ourselves, our organization 
and our purpose in life. His book on the seven habits helps us with effectiveness. 
The 8th habit shows us the way to greatness.

Kathleen Cottay began her career as library 
director April 24 by moving to Leander 

from West Virginia. Helping people of the 
community search for knowledge is what 
drives her. She takes pleasure in that so many 
children come to the library for story time. 
 “The placement of my office is perfect; I get 
to see all of the kids streaming in. It’s exciting 

to see kids reading and their parents 
supporting them,” Cottay said. “People 
come to the library for many things and 
it makes me feel good to help them find 
what they need.”

A library employee reads during story time.

Q. What are your responsibilities as library director?
A.  Everything from cleaning toilets to handling budgets. All of the day to day 
management tasks: planning, picking books, serving customers and whatever else 
needs to be done.

Q. What will you bring to the library as its new director?
A.   I have a diverse background and experience. I have the ability to deal with 
emergencies while remaining calm. I have traveled over the country, am confident, 
incredibly organized and pay great attention to detail. I bring energy and new ideas; I 
have a totally different viewpoint and the benefit of experience.

Q. Why are libraries important to the community?
A.   They offer a wide range of materials from instructional information to pleasure 
reading. It is a one-stop shop for so many things, not just books, but also Internet 
access and DVD rentals. There are books for all ages, not just children like in a school 
library. It is a place to disseminate community information, a gathering place and a 
nice place to hang out.

Q. How do you decide what materials to have in the library?
A.   Our selection is customer-driven. Every community focuses on different things. 
It also depends on availability of funds and amount of space (you add as much 
as you can to fill the space). Mostly, it is what the community wants. It is a tough 
decision, and we can’t have everything for everyone, but we try.

Q. What is your favorite book and why?
A.  I don’t have a favorite book, but I really enjoy reading mysteries, particularly 
British, Florida and Texas mysteries.

education: Bachelor of Arts in French and Chinese, Indiana University; Master in 
Library Information and Science, Louisiana State University
Family:  Husband, Will
Contact Information:  259-5259, kcottay@leander.tx.us

Pauline Lam was hired as Cedar Park Library Director 
in December 1980. Since then, she has managed the 

growth and construction of two library buildings. She 
appreciates the fact that children look to the library as a 
source of knowledge and information. 
 “Many children who used the library from the 
formative stage have now grown up and are bringing their 
own children to use the library,” Lam said. “This shows their 
positive experience, which perpetuates their interests and 
support of our library.”

Cedar Park librarian Leander librarian


