
The district, as well as the Urban Code and 
Regulation Plan, provides for an urban-styled 
neighborhood and incorporates housing 
diversity through mixed lot sizes, condos and 
apartments.
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City maps future
Council adopts comprehensive 
plan and land use map
by Mandy Hobby

CONTINUED ON |8

CONTINUED ON |10

When the Cedar Park planning depart-
ment began working more than a year ago 
on a comprehensive plan detailing the city’s 
future growth and development, they kept 
in mind research showing the city would 
be built out completely between 2012 and 
2015.

Even with about seven years to go, Duane 
Smith, the city’s planning and transporta-
tion director, believes it is never too soon 
to begin planning for the future of Cedar 
Park.

The second comprehensive plan in the 
city’s history (the first in 1998) is a blue-
print for the future of the community, with 
a focus on creating and maintaining an 
economically viable environment. 
The Comprehensive Plan: 
Then and Now

The 100-page document, completed last 
month, outlines the city’s vision, goals and 
objectives. It recognizes the city’s accom-
plishments and future plans for roads, land 
use, zoning, economic development, parks 
and public safety.
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CookHearing & Balance

“Bringing Quality, Affordable Hearing to Our Community”
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COUPONS INSIDE:
• A place for Everything.......................28

• Angel Day spa...................................26

• Anytime Fitness ................................31

• Austin DirectV ................................34

• Austin self Defense ...........................26

• Blanca’s mexican imports ..................31

• carwash country ..............................31

• cedar park chiropractic & Acupuncture30

• cedar park Eye care..........................34

• ceramic cellar Art studio .................27

• christ the Lightgiver Bookstore.........31

• classic charms..................................33

• collectible caboose...........................24

• cycle sport .......................................27

• Davlynn’s Gifts and crafts mall ..........25

• Dr. John’s sports center ....................24

• Dr. Joseph p. Goodson.......................24

• Facelogic ...........................................27

• Fitness 19..........................................28

• Flooring warehouse ..........................30

• Garage King......................................33

• Gary Reinhardt, DmD......................32

• Guadalajara mexican.........................25

• Hot wok cafe ...................................26

• interstae Lanes ..................................30

• Jungle Juice Health Bar......................26

• K&m steam cleaning.......................35

• Kids Korner.......................................25

• Lifestyle Furniture.............................27

• Lucky Dog Grooming center............26

• nothing But tennis...........................24

• o’Leander cafe.................................25

• parmer oaks Dental ..........................26

• Railyard Grill ....................................34

• Real Green pest and Lawn care.........33

• Rocky mountain chocolate Factory ..32

• sanchez irrigation .............................32

• scrapbook crossing...........................32

• smokey mo’s .....................................28

• studio Kitchen ..................................28

• sullivans irrigation ............................25

• sweet Love and sugar Britches ..........34

• sycamore springs ..............................32

• Thamnak Thai....................................34

• time warner cable ...........................29

• tony’s cafe........................................30

• traxx Restaurant ...............................34

• Ups store .........................................32

• Zora’s select Gifts .............................32

Hearing evaluationsDiagnostic testing, evaluations, and   

    rehabilitation        • Balance  • Dizziness • Tinnitus
Hearing aids

Serving the Hearing Impaired for 18 Years

Most insurance accepted, Medicaid, Financing Available, No Credit Check

Also AvAilABle:Bluetooth-compatible,hands-free ear moldsshooters electric plugsswimmer plugsear plugs
Now open: 1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Ste 218, Round Rock

Cedar Park (512) 260-COOK (2665)

$500 OFFDig i ta l Hea r ing  A idsExpires 3/15/07FreeComprehens i ve Hea r ing  eva lua t ionExpires 3/15/07

Dr. Donald Cook, Kim Throckmorton and Lori Cook

DOn’t Buy a Hearing aiD until yOu see

natiOnally knOwn Hearing aiD expert

Dr. DonalD Cook, auDiologist, au.D., CCC-a
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Brian and Angela 
Gingrass, owners

Exclusive look at developments along Parmer Lane

Pages 18-19

The plan was created by Smith and Val-
erie Kreger, development services director, 
after reviewing the 1998 plan and consoli-
dating it with new findings through four 
workshops with citizens, input from land-
owners and businesses and planning with 
the city council.

“The first effort in comprehensive plan-
ning in 1998 happened when local officials 
recognized that we were not just a small, 
rural community anymore and that the 
growth was not slowing down,” Smith said. 
“We asked the questions, ‘what do we want 
to be in the future and what does it take for 
us to get there?’”
A Vision, Goals and Objectives

Smith and Kreger took those questions, 
along with many more, to citizens last year. 
They presented residents background in-
formation of the 1998 plan and also asked 
for comments on what they wanted their 
city to look like in the years to come. With 
markers in hand, citizens wrote concerns 
about land use on city maps and voiced 
what they thought the vision of the city 
should be.

“After retesting the goals and objectives 
from 1998, we found that they are just as 
valid today as then,” Smith said. “This cre-
ated a great sense of accomplishment that 
we were sticking to the plan.”

The 2006 Comprehensive Plan updates the 1998 plan and lays out the wants 
and needs of the community through a set of goals, objectives and policies, the 
city’s vision and a future land use map. Explained below are some of the highlights 
from the city’s year long process to complete a comprehensive planning tool for the 
future of Cedar Park.
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The map establishes the 
framework for which long term 
land use decisions can be based. 
The land use 
map is not a 
zoning map; 
it is created to 
serve as a guide 
for land use 
decisions. 

See map on Page 10.

Cedar Park’s population increased nearly 900 
percent since the 1990 Census.  Williamson 
County is projected to exceed 400,000 
residents by 2010. The city will account 
for about one-fifth of that, with build out 
projected near 90,000 people. 

Commercial redevelopment occurs when 
the economics are such that existing 
buildings are renovated or replaced with 
larger or more elaborate construction.

Downtown District Future Land Use Map

Population Predictions City Redevelopment

The Future of Cedar Park

[increase] will make sure we get this, but if we can speed 
up the process by a decade then that would be wonderful,” 
he said.

He first pitched the idea of a local campus in Novem-
ber 2005, but the ACC president and board of trustees re-
sponded by asking for more research and a survey of the 
community. 
Community Expectations

Villarreal solicited the help of people like Leander’s Eco-
nomic Development Director Kirk Clennan and Mayor 
John Cowman. They distributed surveys to the library, 
high school and city offices. Villarreal found the results 
supported his cause.

If residents could stay in Leander, 79 percent said they 

Leander Higher Education
Councilmember spearheads ACC campaign
by CHristi snow

Of Leander’s 21,000 residents, 26 percent have a four-
year or advanced college degree, according to City Council 
Member Vic Villarreal. He wants that percentage to in-
crease—and soon.

During the last year, Villarreal, with the support and 
help of the council and city, compiled a study of 432 partic-
ipants responding to the possibility of a local higher educa-
tion facility. This month he reported his findings to Austin 
Community College’s board of trustees, asking them for 
the second time to build a campus in Leander.

“I have no doubt in about ten to 15 years our population 

Source: Cedar Park 2006 Comprehensive Plan

 1/3 of all high school respondents intend to enroll at Austin 
Community College

 97 percent of respondents would take classes in Leander if an 
institution were in the city

 55 percent of respondents cited the commute as the biggest 
challenge to furthering their education

“ACC would be a catalyst for 
the TOD. They will spur more 

business. Companies will have 
a source of qualified labor. 

Education equals economic 
vitality. There are so many 

models that prove that.”

By the Numbers

Council Initiative

Statistics taken from a Higher Education Needs 
Survey and Education Gap Analysis

Vic Villarreal, Leander City Councilman 

Community  
Corridors

Parmer Lane: FM 1431 to Avery Ranch Blvd.

H1

Commerical Property
Residential Real Estate

Transportation Update

Future Land Use

Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates

C1

The Ranch at Brushy Creek

Brushy Creek

Regional Trail

History - Breakaway Park Airport

In 1975, Walter Yates located a site on the Post River, about 200 miles 

northwest of Anchorage, Alaska in the Kuskokwim Mountains. He built a small 

log cabin and spent a year there alone. While there, he planned and designed 

a residential community; a fly-in development where pilots could keep their 

planes in their own backyards.

In 1976, after searching for the perfect site for his project, he selected the 

area three miles east of what was then Cedar Park to accommodate a 3,000-ft 

landing strip to be used by property owners only.

• Number of lots sold to builders ~ 397 total 

• Estimated number of homes to be built when 

project is completed ~ 1,697 

• Number of homes sold in 2006 ~ 130 

• Average selling price sold to date ~ $300,000 

• Current builders ~  Newmark, Meritage, Drees, 

Village Builders, Weekley, Morrison 

• Current starting price ~ Approx. $200,000 

• In 2007, The Ranch at Brushy Creek will open 

its first gated section. Homes are expected to 

start in the low $500s. A new selection of 80’ 

homesites will also be available in the fall.

Newmark Homes Paradiso Villas

•  137 homes starting in the $210s

•  Four model homes under construction to be

completed at the end of March

•  Construction of remaining homes will begin

  in March

Avery Ranch

• 1800+ acre development with more than 

4,000 homes

• Builders: D.R. Horton, Drees, Gehan, Meritage,

Morrison, Partners in Building, Pulte, Ryland, 

Wilshire
• Price Range: $150s – $800s 

D.R. Horton has begun site work on a 10-

acre town home development expected to be 

complete by the end of the year.

Avery Ranch Casitas hosts 80 houses starting 

at $207,000.  Gehan Homes expects to close out 

the neighborhood in the next six months.

The Breakaway Park subdivision consists of 

52 one- to two-acre custom home lots ranging 

between $130,000 and $250,000. Three lots are 

still available. 

The Bellamy 

• French-themed gated community with 32 

detached condos, cobblestone streets and 

a creek running along the backside of the 

property

• Condos will range in price from the mid $200s 

to upper $300s

• J.W. Development is expected to begin 

construction mid-February with a completion 

goal of 18 months

R2

R3

R4

H1

C1 An American Bank is under construction and is scheduled to open in May. 

Construction is complete on a 10,500 sq. ft. retail center. Current tenants 

include: Little Smiles (pediatric dentist), Mr. Gattis, US Nail & Spa, Ortho 

360, Sienna Cleaners, and Avery Fine Wine & Spirits.

A Capital One bank is under construction and is expected to open in May. 

Construction on a Z’ Tejas Southwestern Grill will begin in April and is 

expected to open this fall. 

Oxford Alliance Development broke ground on a medical/professional 

office complex consisting of four buildings with a Tuscan-style design ranging 

in size from 4,500 to 6,700 sq. ft. The buildings will be available for sale but may 

also be leased. Completion of the complex is expected in July. 

The new home of the David Schara State Farm Insurance Agency is under 

construction with completion anticipated in April. The building will include a 

1,000 sq. ft. conference room that will be available for continuing education 

seminars, as well as to community organizations. It will also be rentable for 

a fee for bridal showers, company functions, etc. A fee schedule has not yet 

been determined. 

Parmer Oaks Development plans to break ground in February on two 5,000 

sq. ft. buildings to be built alongside the development’s two existing 5,000 sq. 

ft. buildings to create a medical office complex. Current tenants of the Parmer 

Oaks Development include Avery Orthodontics, Parmer Oaks Dental 

Care and Hill Country Eye Center. An optical shop has plans to join the 

development under a partnership with Hill Country Eye Center.

MASS Development plans to break ground on a Kids ‘R’ Kids day care center 

next year. Also planned for this site is a 20,000 sq. ft. retail center. No timeline 

for the retail development has been established at this time.

Dovedale Capital Ventures, Inc. broke ground this month on The Shops at 

Silverado, a 34,300 sq. ft. retail center. 

C2

C3

C4

Traffic Light

A traffic signal is planned for the intersection 

of Colonial Parkway and Parmer Lane. A 

timeline has not  yet been established.

Traffic Light

A traffic signal is planned for the intersection 

of Parmer Lane and Kenai Drive/Ranch Trails. 

A timeline has not yet been established.

Avery Ranch Boulevard extension

The extension of Avery Ranch Boulevard west 

to US 183 is expected to be complete late 

spring.  

T1

T2

T3

Construction on the Brushy Creek Recreational Park is set to begin this 

spring with the park scheduled to open this fall. The park will have baseball/

softball fields, football/soccer fields, hike and bike trails, picnic tables, benches, 

and a pavilion. Phase two will include additional fields, a playscape and a disc 

golf course. 

Over 200 acres of land on the east side of Parmer Lane are zoned for Research 

& Development. According to the City, R&D zoning is intended for use 

by major businesses seeking to expand their operations by establishing 

locations for business park complexes and campuses. Examples include 

software development companies, research facilities and laboratories, light 

manufacturing, processing and assembly or corporate office buildings. 

The Cedar Park Fire Department plans to open Fire Station #4 in February 

2008 at 150 Church Park Rd. near The Ranch at Brushy Creek subdivision. The 

10,000 sq. ft. station will be home to one fire engine, an ambulance, a HazMat 

(hazardous materials) response unit and a brush truck. 
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Altea at Silverado apartments are under 

construction with expected completion in 

May.
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Avery Ranch

The Ranch at 

Brushy Creek
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Avery Ranch 

Golf Course
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HEB

Vista Ridge

High School
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When Parmer Lane was extended to FM 1431, not only was Cedar Park provided 

with a major north/south alternative to US 183, but the door was opened for new 

residential development opportunities. Housing developments continue to sprout 

up along this corridor, along with a variety of commercial projects, many of which 

are just now breaking ground.



FEBRUARY  20072 impAct nEws.com impAct nEws.com

   

The first time I saw a draft of Cedar 
Park’s future land use map, I noticed the 
piece of property behind my parents’ back 
fence was zoned for commercial use. It’s a 
strange feeling to think the land through 
which we carved hiking trails as kids will 
soon be blanketed with concrete. Most 
of the trees we climbed will probably be 
bulldozed to make room for a strip center, 
and the deer that once made their way 
across that piece of land to the corn feeder 
at my parents’ house will soon have to 
find another place to roam. 

As sad as this situation may seem, it 
should come as no surprise to anyone 
living in a high-growth city like Cedar 
Park. Commercial development is needed 
to balance the tax base and provide places 
for people to work and shop without 
having to commute to other cities. With 
statistics that predict the city will be built 

Claire Love

General 
Manager’s 
Note

Local change eminent

Claire M. Love
General Manager
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   Leander mayor delivers state of the city address
Leander Mayor John Cowman delivered the first state of the city address for 2007 at 

Central Baptist Church Jan. 13. 
He spoke about the city’s accomplishments in 2006 and the expectations for this 

year. Last year the city successfully passed a $24 million bond package and a county 
bond package giving Leander $25 million for roads, water towers and infrastructure. 

The city’s transit-oriented development passed its first zoning case and two large 
companies will help feed Leander’s sales tax revenue in the future: H-E-B and Lowe’s. 

“We are planning today for a brighter tomorrow,” Cowman said. “We are making 
things happen and changing the skyline of Leander.” 

Cowman recognized Councilmember Vic Villarreal’s work to recruit Austin 
Community College to Leander. ACC is offering night classes at Leander High School 
and the city hopes to have a campus in the next few years. 

The fire department built a second fire station on Crystal Falls Parkway and will 
celebrate the grand opening March 3. This year, the city is also planning to open a 
third station and replace the radio system to communicate better with surrounding 
cities. 

The police department is working to open a new holding facility for detainees. As of 
right now, any one arrested in Leander has to be hand cuffed to a desk when detained. 
In November, the city hopes to have its first facility to place criminals behind bars. 

“We are growing up as a city,” Cowman said. “Tomorrow looks a lot better than 
yesterday.” 

Cowman also recognized Economic Development Director Kirk Clennan for his 
work in recruiting new businesses to Leander and initiating regional discussions. 
This year, the economic development department plans to collaborate with regional 
partners and create its first business retention and expansion program.

      After 27 years, LISD superintendent announces plans to retire 
LISD Superintendent Tom Glenn has seen the Leander school district grow by 

about 20,000 students during the time he’s worked there, and from five campuses to 
28. Glenn announced to the school board he intends to retire at the end of the year. 

Since 1987, Glenn has served as superintendent. Before that he worked in the 
district as director of community education, personnel director, principal and 
deputy superintendent. 

The school board has not yet announced their plans to search for a new 
superintendent, but Glenn said he announced his retirement early to make their 
search “purposeful” and “patient.”

out in the next five to eight years, proper 
planning is imperative to ensure the best 
use of the remaining undeveloped land in 
Cedar Park. 

Speaking of growth, we are excited to 
announce the launch of our third newspa-
per in Northwest Austin this month. With 
the new publication, Community Impact 
will be in more than 160,000 homes and 
businesses in Williamson and north Travis 
counties. 

Spending time in the new coverage area 
talking to business owners has reminded 
me how far Cedar Park and Leander have 
come in the last 20 years. When I was a kid, 
options were limited and we did most of 
our shopping in Northwest Austin. In fact, 
our closest grocery store was south of RM 
620. Although many of the developments 
taking place in Northwest Austin continue 
to impact residents and business owners in 
Cedar Park and Leander, we aren’t nearly as 
reliant on that area as we used to be. In fact, 
we have almost everything we need right 
here in our own backyard – sometimes 
literally. 
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	Web readers sound off on homeowner’s associations

My family and I live in a fairly new community where new houses are still being built; however, the HO Association is charging us for 
landscaping, park, and swimming pool expenses. The problem is that none of them have already been built as yet.  In addition, the HO 
Association has done nothing in terms of having people keep their trash containers, basketball hoops, or unleashed pets in their back 
yards. 

- R.Martin, Leander

Part of the reason I chose to build in my current subdivision was because of the HOA. HOA keeps things in order, yards are clean cut, 
residents are prohibited from building structures that are about the same size as their home.  If I wanted to live in an area with cars 
parked in the yard, boats/RVs in the driveway or animals running rampid, I would have chosen to live somewhere other than Cedar Park.  

- C. Hernandez, Cedar Park

You can score a new Sportster® for as low as $99 
a month*.  So now there’s every reason to follow 
the dream - freedom, adventure, and the thrill of a 
shrewd, timely, money-saving move.

512-973-8521

Payments
as low as

$99
per month*

*Monthly payments increase beginning in year four.  Offer valid on new, previously untitled 2006 and 2007 model Sportster® 883 and 1200 motorcycles financed through Eaglemark Savings Bank (ESB), a subsidary of Harley-Davidson Credit Corp., subject to ESB 
credit approval.  For example, a 20076 Sportster® 883L motorcycle with a $6,995 MSRP, no down payment , a 72-month repayment term and 9.89% APR, would result in 36 monthly payments of $99 followed by 36 montly payments of $169.73; a 2007 Sportster® 
1200C motorcycle with a $9,965 MSRP, now down payment, a 72-month repayment term and 9.89% APR, would result in 36 monthly payments of $125 followed by 36 monthly payments of $251.66, APR and monthly payments may vary and are based on evalua-
tion of applicant’s credit.  Buyer pays tax, title, registration, license and document preparation charges.  Not all applicants will qualify.  Not valid in conjunction with other offers.  Other terms, conditions, and limitations apply - see Dealer for details.  Delivery must be 
taken by 7-31-07.  Subject to charge or cancellation at any time.

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

www.CentralTexasHarley.com
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St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s South Austin Hospital

St. David’s Medical Center 
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

www.stdavids.com

at

Know the warning signs of a heart attack:
• Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain in the center
 of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or that goes away 
 and comes back.

• Discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach.

• Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort.

• Breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.

Fir and only accredited
Chest Pain Emergency 
Centers in Central Texas.
In Central Texas, only St. David’s hospitals have 
met the rigorous standards required to become 
accredited Chest Pain Emergency Centers. That 
means faster diagnosis and treatment, specially 
trained cardiac personnel, and the latest technology 
to save precious minutes and save your heart. 
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by Mandy Hobby

CEDAR PARk BUsINEss - LIFEsTyLEs FURNITURE

Furniture store changes with demand of city

Sheila Morris, store manager and Daniele Lang, owner.

Lifestyles Furniture
600 S. US 183, Ste 19

331-4455

“ b r o w S e r S  w e Lco m e , b U y e r S  a d o r e d ”

Closer
    Look 

Lifestyles
Furniture

Buttercup Creek
what makes Lifestyles unique:
• Items sold right off the floor
• On-site warehouse
• Purchased furniture can be stored until 

move-in date
• Offers new and used furniture

When Daniele Lang, owner of Lifestyles Furniture, 
hosted her first garage sale on a rainy day almost 20 years 
ago, she was shocked to see her front yard crowded with 
shoppers looking for used furniture. 

“I never realized how serious people were about garage 
sales,” Lang said. “I sold out of everything within a couple 
of hours. I realized there must be quite a demand for used 
furniture.”

Lang was born in Switzerland and moved to Texas with 
her family in the 1960s. As a child, she visited Lake Travis 
on the weekends and fell in love with the area. She moved 
from Houston to Cedar Park 18 years ago when she de-
cided to move into a rental property she owned.

Shortly after selling all of the old furniture in the rental 
property through a series of successful garage sales, she 
knew she wanted to open her own business.

“In 1988, there were no other furniture stores in the 
area,” Lang recalls. “There weren’t even any grocery stores.”

Lang said she convinced the landlord of her current 
space to let her open a used furniture store, then called 
Homeless Furniture. Almost two decades later and 10,000 
sq. ft. larger, Lifestyles now offers new and used furniture, 

special fabric orders, unassembled or fully assembled 
products and an on-site warehouse.

“Over the past few years, the demand changed and 
there was a request for new furniture for the many new 
homes being built,” Lang said. “People wanted a new look 
for their new homes. That’s what led us to change our 
name.”

As one of the oldest locally-owned businesses in Cedar 
Park, Lang has watched not only the demand change, but 
her customers, as well. 

“Some of our clients came in when they were children. 
It’s fun watching and seeing how they have grown up and 
changed,” Lang said.

Lang attributes the store’s longevity to the regulars who 
keep coming back, along with their unique approach to 
customer satisfaction. They sell items from the floor, de-
liver by appointment and also will store purchased furni-
ture in their warehouse until a move-in date so customers 
don’t have to move twice.

“We are helpful, but without the high pressure; we give 
people room to breathe,” Lang said. “We always like to 
say, ‘browsers welcome, buyers adored.’”

• Sells furniture assembled or 
unassembled

• Special orders fabric designs
• Delivery by appointment at a specific 

time and date
• Layaway offered 

Cypress Creek

Brushy Creek

“We get new items in all of the 
time. We have regulars that 
always come back to see what 
new things we get in.”
- Sheila Morris, store manager

The Best “Fu” 
in Town!
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Cedar Park Pediatric & Family Medicine
Complete Medical Care for Your Family

• Flu Shots - NOW AVAILABLE
• Same Day Appt. & Walk-in’s welcome
• Weekend & After Hours
• Doctors on Call 24/7
• Skin Lesion Removals & Biopsies
• Sports/Annual Physicals
• Asthma Care

www.cedarparkdoctors.com
345 Cypress Creek Road • Cedar Park, TX • 512.336.2777
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Cypress Creek Rd.

Cedar Park

Cameron King, MD
Board Certified Family Medicine 

Brent Cardwell, MD, FAAP
Board Certified Pediatric Medicine

Please welcome
Christina Killgoar, MD, FAAP
Board Certified Pediatric Medicine

G  O

You’re invited
to shop for wine

by Style.

Your Style.

Grand OpeninG

www.winestyles.net

Now
opeN

S a t u r d a y
M a r c h  3 ,  2 0 0 7

11 a M  -  6 p M

13435 N. Hwy 183 #306
Austin, TX 78750 • 331-WINE

GraNd OpENING
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      Training Center Moves
Tillman Physical Therapy and Sports Training 

Center moved into a new location last month. They 
relocated from 1525 Cypress Creek Road to 2519 Lake-
line Blvd., Ste. 100. The therapy and training center 
provides sports training and rehabilitation, massages, 
electrotherapy, and also treats medical conditions like 
carpal tunnel syndrome, fibromyalgia and chronic 
fatigue syndrome. Call 331-6200 or visit www.tillman-
therapy.com for more information.

    Keen on Clean
The city’s annual cleanup event will be Saturday, 

April 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of the Great 
American Cleanup, sponsored by Keep America 
Beautiful. The Citywide Cleanup Event is designed to 
beautify the city and surrounding areas by reducing the 
amount of litter throughout the community and gives 
residents the opportunity to dispose of large, bulky 
items. For the first time, household hazardous waste 
will also be collected. Municipal utilities customers 
can drop off appliances, construction materials and 
household hazardous waste at the Austin Community 
College parking lot at 1555 Cypress Creek Road. To 
volunteer or for more information, call 401-5200, 401-
5310 or visit www.cedarparktx.us/cp/ub_clean.aspx.

Heritage Tourism Grant
The Texas Historical Commission awarded more 

than $27,000 in Heritage Tourism Partnership Grant 
funds to eight organizations for the promotion of the 
Texas Lakes and Texas Brazos Trail Regions. The City 
of Cedar Park received $5,000 to use for signage that 
will reference the railroad traditions at BCRP. For 
more information about the THC’s partnership grant 
program, call 463-3893.   

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Furniture store changes with demand of city

6

      Red Brick Pizza
A neighborhood restaurant offering fire-roasted 

gourmet pizza opened last month next to Lakeline 
Mall at 11301 Lakeline Blvd., Ste. 220. Red Brick 
Pizza celebrated its second location in the Cedar 
Park area with a ribbon cutting Jan. 18. Red Brick 
sears pizza at 1,000 degrees in three minutes and 
serves fresh salads and Fhazani sandwiches. They use 
Qualita Italian cheeses, premium gourmet ingredients 
and hand-rolled dough made fresh daily. Visit www.
redbrickpizza.com for more information.
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    Library Events
The Cedar Park Public Library will begin hosting 

a writers group and a knitting and crochet group this 
month. The Central Texas Women Writers Group 
was formed for women to come together on the third 
Thursday of every month from 1 to 3 p.m. to write, 
read and share stories of their lives. The first meet-
ing will be Feb. 20. The knitting and crochet group 
will begin Feb. 16 and will meet on the first and third 
Friday of every month from 1 to 3 p.m. For more 
information, call the library at 259-5353.

        Ace Hardware
Cedar Park’s first Ace Hardware opened their doors 

Jan. 22 and celebrated a grand opening Feb. 9, 10 and 
11. Located next to Moonie’s Burger House at 200 
Bell Blvd., Ste. D, the national chain offers hardware, 
power tools, electrical and plumbing tools, cleaning 
supplies and housewares. For more information, call 
258-1500 or visit www.acehardware.com.

    Medical Uniforms
Cedar Park Medical Uniforms opened Jan. 25 in 

the Bell Street Center at 251 Bell Blvd., two miles 
north of RM 620. Owner Al Bayleyeen opened the 
specialty store and offers a wide selection of medical 
scrubs, lab coats and accessories. For more informa-
tion, call 336-8800.

WE’LL PAY ABOVE MARKET 
VALUE FOR YOUR TRADE!

w w w . H E N N A . c o m
8 8 0 5  N O R T H  I H - 3 5
512-832-1888

w w w . H E N N A . c o m
8 8 0 5  N O R T H  I H - 3 5
512-832-1888

. . .

WE WANT YOUR CHEVY!

’07 Monte Carlo
2007 Monte Carlo SS Coupe, AC, Leather, 

Open MSO, Sunroof, Black with Gray Stripes, 
45 miles, VIN Number: 79172376

‘05 Corvette Coupe

Black 2004 Chevy Suburban, AC, Auto, 
Leather, 47K, VIN Number: 4G121863

Bose Stereo, Navigation System, Depth Control, 
Auto, AC, 13K, VIN Number: 55116092

$37,688
$25,888
’04 Z71 Suburban

$25,988
MONTHLY SPECIALS
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by Mandy Hobby

LEANDER BUsINEss - ThE BEAUTy OF CONCRETE

Leander residents channel artistic flair

Michelle and Darell Dansby, owners.

The beauty of concrete
731-9290  • www.thebeautyofconcrete.com

co n c r e T e  F Lo o r i n g  1 0 1

Closer
    Look 

Several factors determine what a 
concrete flooring installation or 
remodel will look like. The Dansbys’ 
front porch exemplifies all of the 
choices a potential client has.

In Leander, it is easy to find aesthetic beauty in the roll-
ing green hills or the quiet open spaces. But, for Michelle 
and Darell Dansby, true beauty lies in concrete.

The couple and co-owners of The Beauty of Concrete 
became intrigued by the alternative flooring option in 
Dallas five years ago when Darell was laid off from a 
materials handling company. His supervisor, also laid off, 
decided to invest money into a concrete company and 
turned to Darell for help.

“He asked me if I knew anything about concrete. I said, 
‘No, but I need a job,’” Darell said. 

Only a few months later after attending a concrete 
staining seminar, Darell would discover a passion for 
flooring. He worked with his supervisor for a year before 
he and Michelle moved to Leander in 2002 so Michelle 
could be closer to her family. 

Darell worked for Williamson County by day and 
continued to do concrete jobs on the side with Michelle’s 
help. After going to New Orleans for four months to 
help families in the Hurricane Katrina aftermath, Darell 
returned with the idea to begin his own concrete business 
full time.

“I was working on my own for a few months, and 
then realized I needed some help,” Darell said. “Michelle 

already knew everything from helping me, so she joined 
with me full time.”

The two work one project at a time either remodeling 
existing floors or installing sidewalks, patios and concrete 
flooring. Finishing options include acid staining, overlays 
and engravings, refinishing, patterns and custom artwork. 

“There is such an art to what we do,” Michelle said. “Any 
company can come in and spray on acid stain. We add 
more character and elegance, as opposed to just a flooring 
option.”

The Dansbys look at a home’s walls, arrangements and 
decor in order to determine what would look best. They 
work with clients to see what best fits their needs. 

“We want to lay a floor that lasts as long as the house 
lasts. We are in it for the long haul,” Darell said. “We tell 
clients how to take care of the floor and offer service after 
the sale.”

After designing, laying, staining, cleaning and sealing a 
new floor, Darell and Michelle go a step further and wax 
the floor with four to six coats of a water-based acrylic so 
scratches are easy to repair.

“No two floors are alike because of the staining process 
and the way the chemicals react together,” Michelle said. 
“We are excited about what we do and that we always see 
the end result.” 

acid-staining: the coloring of the concrete

Scoring: cutting a design or pattern into 
concrete

Sheens: choice between a matte finish or a 
high gloss finish

CEDAR PARK
Town Center

Benbrook
Ranch

• 1,349 to 2,389 Sq. Ft.

• Hike and Bike Trails

• 2 Lakes with Fountains

• Pool and Amenity Center

• Beautifully Landscaped

• Neo Traditional Style

• Priced from the $130s

Katrina and Nicky
259-0780/260-8098

• 1,300 to 2,300 Sq. Ft.

• Oversized Homesites

• Award-Winning Schools

• Community Pool

• New Park Next to the

Community

• Priced from the $130s

Randall and Bob
528-9973

drhortonaustin.com
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     Tae Kwon Do Plus
Brendan and Mandy Looney opened Tae Kwon Do 

Plus last month at 2403 US 183, Ste.104. The new facil-
ity offers Tae Kwon Do self defense lessons for the en-
tire family, with discounts for multiple family members. 
Call 809-7689 for more information.

First Title Company Office
Leander will welcome its first title company office this 

year. Gracy Title is the first and oldest title company 
in Central Texas and currently has ten locations. Kim 
Smyth will be the branch manager and escrow officer 
at the new location, bringing more than 20 years of 
title business experience. The new office will open in 
downtown Leander this spring. Call 331-9647 for more 
information.

    Glenn Miller Orchestra
The Glenn Miller Orchestra will perform in concert 

Sunday, Feb. 25, at 2:30 p.m. in the Leander High 
School Performing Arts Center, 3301 S. Bagdad Road. 
Tickets may be purchased prior to the concert for 
$25 or at the door for $30.  All seats are reserved. To 
purchase tickets, call 1-800-585-3737 or order online 
at www.startickets.com. The concert is presented by the 
Leander High School band boosters.

LEANDER BUsINEss - ThE BEAUTy OF CONCRETE

4
     Park and Ride Update

Due to weather delays, Capital Metro’s Leander Park 
and Ride will not open this month, but rather later this 
spring in either March or April. Located at the intersec-
tion of US 183 and FM 2243, the new facility will allow 
commuters to park their cars in accessible locations near 
their home and choose between multiple routes into 
downtown Austin. The Park and Ride will service Routes 
983, 986 and 987. For questions about the delay or for 
more information, call 474-1200 or visit www.capmetro.
com.

News or questions about Leander? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.
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     Toll Road Grand Opening
The US 183A tollroad grand opening will be Satur-

day, March 3 at the Park Street Main Toll Plaza on US 
183A south of FM 1431. A community festival will be 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and the grand opening ceremony 
will begin at 11 a.m. For information about the tollroad, 
visit www.183a.com.

     New Fashion & Bridal Store
Lucy’s Fashion & Bridal opened Feb. 1 on US 183 

next to Center Stage. The store carries bridesmaids’ 
dresses, tuxedos, and clothing for first communions, 
quinciañeras, baptisms, proms and accessories for all 
occasions. For more information, visit the store at 2403 
US 183, Ste.102 or call 259-4220.

     Leander TOD Update
The Dallas development group, WY Atlantis, 

purchased 342 acres and is investing $50 million in 
Leander’s transit-oriented development district. The 
company will break ground this summer and has 
not determined what types of businesses will go into 
the commercial property. The Villages of Messina, a 
residential neighborhood, is also being developed with 
homes ranging from $200 - $400,000. WY Atlantis 
plans to buy more property across from the neighbor-
hood to build an industrial park.
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Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Rock Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s c a n c e r c e n t e r r o u n d r o c k . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Catherine S. Wu, M.D.
Radiation Oncology
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Higher education in Leander
CONTINUED FROM |1

Austin Community College: Cypress Creek Campus Expansion
 Highlights

 Increased space for computer labs, both scheduled 
and open access, testing center, art studio, nursing 
lab, IVC classroom, library, student services and 
student activities

 All classrooms have state-of-the art multimedia 
teaching stations

 Wireless Internet access across campus
 A new multi purpose room for instructional use and 

special events
 Future expansion possible on current tract and 

adjacent acreage
 Expanded workforce and university transfer 

programs:
- Anthropology
- Criminal Justice
- Geology
- Kinesiology

- Nursing
- Physics
- Teacher Education

would enroll in either the first two years, final two years 
or professional workforce training courses. He also found 
the length of commute provided the biggest obstacle for 
residents wanting to further their education.

ACC has more than a decade of history with the city. In 
1985, the Leander Independent School District was the 
first school district to become a part of the college’s tax-
ing jurisdiction through annexation. Residents pay addi-
tional taxes, and in return, receive cheaper classes in the 
college’s two-year programs. 

“We have already paid millions of dollars to ACC,” Vil-
larreal said. “We have paid our dues.”

During the early years of the LISD and ACC partner-
ship, the college offered classes in the high school and re-
sumed offering classes this spring semester to help gauge 
local interest. 

 Villarreal, who is also an ACC adjunct professor of 

business and management, believes the courses are just the 
initial step toward increasing higher education opportuni-
ties in Leander.
The Competition

Although the college is quick to express their apprecia-
tion of Leander’s past support, they have not made any 
promises. 

“Our future is determined by our Master Plan, and the 
plan does include expansion of higher education services 
in Williamson County, but we don’t know where that will 
be in the county,” Veronica Obregon, public information 
and college marketing spokesman for ACC, said. “It will be 
up to the board [of trustees] to decide.”

Round Rock also has worked in recent years to expand 
their higher education services, but Villarreal argues the 
region west of IH 35 has a greater need for a major campus. 
He notes the eastern length of the interstate has Southwest-
ern University, Temple College in Taylor and the Round 
Rock Higher Education Center, while his side of the high-
way can only claim ACC’s Cypress Creek Campus in Cedar 
Park. 

Cypress Creek’s proximity is the only reason Villarreal 
sees for ACC not building in Leander. The college recently 
finished spending $25 million at the campus, which more 
than doubles its space with an additional 70,000 sq. ft. 

However, Villarreal believes Leander and the outlying 
areas will soon require more service. Because of heavy traf-
fic, it takes him 40 minutes to drive from Leander to the 
campus. The state projects that by 2025, Leander will have 
more than 160,000 people living within the city limits. That 
is why LISD Superintendent Tom Glenn also believes a Le-
ander campus should be a priority.

“If you look at the demographer’s report for the north-
ern part of the district, it’s basically going to explode in 
the next 10 years,” he said. “ACC is doing a wonderful job 
at Cypress Creek, but I think we need more space and an-
other campus.”

Ideally, a 100-acre site would support an emphasis in 
biotech and business courses, according to Villarreal. Al-
though ACC would find its own location, he thinks the 
city’s planned transit-oriented development would be a 
good area because of the rail and bus lines, which will con-
nect Leander to Austin.

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect our commitment to

addressing the total lifestyle priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools 

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed homes with all the right

touches just the way you want it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

© 2007 Taylor Woodrow Homes. Inspired by you® is a registered mark of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained
within this advertisement is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 0107

Realtors® Welcome

Inspired by you.®

The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch
River Heights Overlook

512.266.5926
From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Senna Hills
Garden Homes

512.263.2655

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s

TWA-N6152_10x6.5_v2  2/6/07  10:50 AM  Page 1

 Overview
The project adds 70,000 sq. ft. of classroom and support 
space to the campus, more than doubling its size. The new 
building houses the student welcome center, administration, 
learning labs, library, computer labs, science labs, faculty 
offices and classrooms. 
 

 Location: 1555 Cypress Creek Road, Cedar Park
 Budget: $25 million, included in a $99 million 

general-obligation bond referendum approved by 
voters in 2003

 Construction: August 2005 - Summer 2007

 ACC Tuition Rates
In district (pay ACC tax)                     -    $39 per hour
Out of district (does not pay ACC tax) - $110 per hour
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or for the business end by soliciting funds and getting 
sponsors.”

WOBCP has called several places home. The theater is 
currently located off Crystal Falls Parkway, but the direc-
tors are searching for a permanent venue.

“Rent is killing us right now since we are a non-profit. 
We have to rely on our box office sales,” Dunnett said. 
“We would like a building in the Cedar Park or Leander 
area that is between two and five acres. We need sponsors 
to help us.”

In their current building, space is minimal. They would 
like to have their own permanent building so they can 
rent out space.

“Both Cedar Park and Leander have no 
places for people to meet,” Dunnett said. “If 
we had our own place, we could rent it out 
to them.”

Dunnett wants residents to be aware of 
the quality of theater performed in the com-
munity.

“We need to get the word out that there 
are high-class performances that should be 

by KatHerine Kennedy

NON-PROFIT - WAy OFF BROADWAy COMMUNITy PLAyERs

Theater company relies on city involvementCloser
    Look 

Way Off Broadway Community Players provides per-
formances by and for people who live and work in Cedar 
Park and Leander. The company launched its first season 
in 1997.

“We realized there was a need for good community 
theater in the area, so that is what we created,” WOBCP 
Liaison Skip Dunnett said.

Six shows are performed throughout the year, along 
with a special-event series and a summer fundraiser. 
Volunteers work in all aspects of the theater for six weeks 
before each opening night.

“We are made up entirely of volunteers,” Dunnett said. 
“We have a wide range of duties for volunteers looking to 
begin a career in theater. There are people who work in 
the box office during performances, build sets, work on 
lights and sound and apply make-up.”

WOBCP encourages anyone interested in theater to get 
involved.

“Announcements are always circulating in the area. We 
love for anyone with the acting bug to come by. Auditions 
are done by cold reading with no preparation,” Dunnett 
said. “People can also volunteer to help with production 

way off broadway community Players
10960 e. crystal Falls Pkwy.• Leander

336-8966 • www.wobcp.org

Do you have the acting bug? Join the Way Off 
Broadway Community Players.

Auditions:
•  It’s A Scream – March 12, 7 p.m.
•   June Groom – April 30, 7 p.m.

Do you want to support your community theater? 
Watch a performance.

Upcoming shows:
•  Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? – March 9, 10, 16, 17, 22, 23, 

24, 8 p.m.
• It’s A Scream – April 27, 28, May 4, 5, 11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 8 p.m.
•  June Groom – June 15, 16, 22, 23, 28, 29, 30, 8 p.m.

General Information:
•  Opening Night receptions after the show
•  Reservations recommended
•  Season tickets available
• Individual ticket price: $12, $10 for seniors 

and students (with school ID)
•  Buy tickets and make reservations online
•  Donations accepted online and by phone.
•   Contact Skip Dunnett, liaison, for more 

information at 259-7964.

seen. The actors and crew are people who love to do it,” 
Dunnett said. 

The company implements programs that provide the-
ater-related services to their community.

 Beginning Feb. 11, the Community Players will offer 
acting classes. The group will also begin a program for 
Vista Ridge High School seniors to teach them about 
community theater.  

Dunnett wants residents to know that they have a com-
munity theater to attend without driving to Austin.

“People need to know that we are here and we put on 
first class performances,” Dunnett said. 

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

FM 1431
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WOBCP

Cast of February’s production of Blithe Spirit.

Hometown staff  caring for hometown residents.

• Privately Owned & Operated
• 24-Hour Licensed Nursing Care
• Physical, Speech and Occupational Therapy
• Modern Design, Brick Facility
• Selective Menus/Home-Cooked Meals
• Religious Services in Our Chapel
• Activity Department - Games/Crafts/Fun
• Licensed Social Worker
• Beauty Shop/Barber Shop
• Clean - Comfortable - Safe Environment

(512)  259-3999  •  1623 West New Hope Drive • Cedar Park, Texas 78613
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“Come see what a nursing home should be”
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Comprehensive plan
CONTINUED FROM |1

Future Land Use Options

Cedar Park Future Land Use Map:

Low Density Residential
     

Medium Density Residential
  
high Density Residential

Neighborhood Office/Retail/Commercial
 
Regional Office/Retail/Commercial
 
Employment Center
 
Industrial

Parks & Open space
 
Institutional/Public/Utility: any zone

The vision statements included that Cedar Park should 
be a family-oriented, business-friendly, viable, dynamic 
community that makes the best use of all its resources. 
Some goals and objectives that remain relevant are to make 
the city a place to live, work and play, enhance community 
charm, create a mix of housing types and develop a town 
center or downtown.

Smith and Kreger found in their research and public 
hearings that citizens wanted a city that offered housing, 
shopping, jobs, entertainment and culture.

“People really just wanted things that would keep them 
in town on evenings and weekends. They wanted no real 
reason to go somewhere else,” Kreger said.

Part of the comprehensive plan research was also look-
ing at other cities similar to Cedar Park like Frisco, McK-
inney and Round Rock to see how they dealt with growth 
challenges and economic development.

“We wanted to look at the city as a whole and see what 
happens when things like US 183A are built,” Smith said. 
“We looked to other cities that built toll roads and asked 
them what they would do over again if they had the 
chance.”
City Accomplishments

At the request of the city council, the 2006 plan includes 
a list of accomplishments made by the city since the last 
plan in 1998. The council wanted to see if the plan was fol-
lowed and how it helped the city reach its identified goals.

In 1998, citizens asked for more retail, commercial and 
job creation. Since then, the city initiated the 4A and 4B 
economic development corporations that have already cre-
ated more than 600 jobs in Cedar Park. 

Residents asked for a transportation master plan to have 
a comprehensive planned network of roads. In April 2002, 
the master plan was passed by the city council and added 
components to improve mobility and safety, while also 
adding more space for pedestrian and bicycle travel.

Roadway improvement expectations were met by the ex-
tensions of Cypress Creek Road and Lakeline Boulevard, 
and also improvements made to Brushy Creek Road.

According to Kreger, residents expressed a need for a 
downtown or town center to create a better sense of place. 
The city responded, in accordance with the plan, by creat-
ing a downtown district with an approved urban code and 
regulating plan in 2001. The designated district on FM 1431 
includes the D.R. Horton neighborhood and surrounding 
land ready to be developed into commercial property.
Future Land Use Map

The 2006 comprehensive plan includes a future land use 
map with possible zoning options for undeveloped areas. It 
answers the question of what would be the best set of uses 
for a piece of property in order to ensure the maximum 
viability of the city. It also ensures future zoning choices 
because Texas law states that zoning regulations must co-
incide with a city’s comprehensive plan.

“In order to meet future goals of development, we need-
ed to create a map that best utilized the existing land in the 
city,” Smith said. 

The map, shown below, shows the percentage of land al-
located to residential, retail, commercial, industrial, parks 
and employment centers and what type of zoning would 
work best for each section.
The Comprehensive Plan Today

The city council adopted the new and updated version of 
the comprehensive plan at their Jan. 11 meeting and shared 
their excitement for the plan that looks into Cedar Park’s 
distant future.

“The citizens affirmed their vision of the city and have 
given us their good will to move forward,” Mayor Bob 
Lemon said.

New goals outlined in the plan include updating zon-
ing and site development ordinances, additional economic 
planning and including more bicycle routes and sidewalks. 
The city also plans to update and redevelop older areas of 
the city as the city gets closer to build out, as well as im-
prove the look or aesthetics of US 183. For more informa-
tion or to view the Comprehensive Plan, visit www.cedar-
parktx.us. 

Strengths
What does the City do well? What unique characteristics can 
the City draw on? What do others see as the City’s strengths?

 Active and invested citizens
 Leander ISD
 Accessible city leaders
 City-owned water and wastewater utilities ready for growth
 Cedar Park is a high-growth city
 Major transportation corridors are being created
 A new downtown being developed as a part of the

Town Center Plan
 The city has a Parks and Open Space Plan and a 

Recreational Trails Plan

Weaknesses
What could the City improve? Where does the City have 
fewer resources than others? What are others likely to see as 
weaknesses?

 Over 80 percent of Cedar Park residents work in another city
 Lack of a commercial tax base
 Lack of jobs within the city
 Shopping occurs in other cities and Cedar Park

receives none of the sales tax
 No public transit

Opportunities
What good opportunities are open to the City? What trends 
could the City take advantage of? How can the City turn its 
strengths into opportunities?

 Develop west side of town as gateway to Lake Travis
 Utilize US 183A as a new commercial and mixed-use corridor
 Build a commercial hub of regional significance at the

intersection of FM 1431 and Parmer Lane
 Be a green city of open space networks, trails and parks
 Integrate the Town Center development with the

Capital Metro Commuter Rail

Threats
What trends could harm the City? What are other cities doing? 
What threats do the City’s weaknesses expose it to?

 An imbalance between housing and jobs remains,
branding Cedar Park as bedroom community without 
amenities

 Land availability is decreasing, build out is eminent
 The City’s tax base suffers because of lack of commercial and 

industrial properties and sales tax revenue
 Rapid growth overwhelms city services

Citizen Feedback to 2006 Plan

Source: Cedar Park 2006 Comprehensive Plan

The Cedar Park City Council adopted its second 
Comprehensive Plan last month. Part of the plan includes 
a future land use map showing future land use options 
that residents and city staff feel would best fit the city. 
The map establishes the framework for which long term 
land use decisions can be based. The land use map is not 
a zoning map; it is created to serve as a guide for land use 
decisions. 
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Inside  ta x  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t i p s ,  p r e p a r e r s ,  D a t e s  t o  K n o w,  D e D u c t i o n s

Information Local Certified Public Accountants

Cedar Park CPA Mark Watson advises people to slow down and 
read instructions carefully to avoid confusion and tax mistakes. 

  Double check all the information on your W-2, a mistake here 
means it is wrong at the IRS too.

 Remember to check and recheck all identifying names and num-
bers on all forms.

  Some “Charitable Donations” are not approved by the IRS. Check 
out IRS.gov for a list of approved deductions.

  If you have a donation more than $250 you must have a receipt. 
For donations to Goodwill or similar organizations write down a list 
of donated items.

  Don’t be afraid to seek out help. If you have a complex return, 
call a CPA or tax preparer. Having help could save you time and 
money in the long run. 

Visit www.irs.gov or call the local office at 499-5127. 

Tax Tips from a Certified Public Accountant

March 15 - Corporation tax returns are due.

April 16 - Income tax returns are due, along with extensions and first 
estimated tax payments for self employers for the 2007 tax season.

Dates to know

1040 EZ

If Claiming specific Deductions, File a 1040 Form

For tax tips and advice, several other Web sites are available. You can 
visit turbotax.intuit.com, hrblock.com or jacksonhewitt.com for more 
information to make tax time less stressful. 

t a x  p r e p a r a t i o n  s e r v i c e s

13201 FM 620 North
Austin, TX 78729
249-5887
Located in Wal-Mart

605 S. Bell Ave.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
335-4411

201 Walton Way
Cedar Park, TX 78613
335-4411
Located in Wal-Mart

303 Hwy 183 South
Leander, TX 78641
260-8833

Jackson hewitt Locations

h&R Block Locations

Tom Burt, CPA
19022 Venture Dr. 
Leander
267-6816

Michael J Bushkuhl, CPA
4300 CR 268 
Leander
260-3362 

Mary J Edwards
2805 Great Valley Dr. 
Cedar Park 258-8649 

 C W Haynes III 
1525 Cypress Creek Rd. 
Ste. HPMB 
Cedar Park 250-5360 

 Randy J Johnson
1511 N. Bell Blvd. 
Cedar Park
259-1091 

James R Kay, PC 
201 Industrial Blvd 
Cedar Park 260-1919

Mark R.P. Watson, CPA
1108 Stillwell Ridge
Cedar Park
219-9387

Gary L. Annis, CPA
805 Mountain Ridge Dr.  
Leander
259-3737

Rebecca Fischer, CPA
661 Columbine Ave.
Cedar Park
259-7831

Whitney A. Walsh, CPA
109 N. Bell Blvd. 
Cedar Park
258-0668

Rebecca Cooper, CPA
7201 Marywood 
Circle 
Austin
989-9828

DB Consulting, Inc.
715 Discovery Blvd. 
Ste. 201 
Cedar Park
259-5241

Robnett and Company, 
LLP
9601 Amberglen 
Blvd., Ste. 101 
Austin
258-8584

11220 Lakeline Mall Dr. 
Cedar Park 
H&R Block at Sears
Tax Services: 219-2400

202 Walton Way, STE 168 
Cedar Park 
Tax Services: 260-1094

Travis County Tax Assessor’s Office
5501 Airport Blvd.  
Austin
854-9473

Williamson County Tax 
Assessor’s Office
904 S. Main St. 
Georgetown
943-1601

Community Tax Centers are offering free income tax preparation by 
IRS-certified volunteers until April 16. The tax services are free for 
families who make $50,000 a year and individuals making $25,000 a 
year. The volunteers offer professional, quality tax preparation service, 
including electronic filing to help families get full refunds back as 
quickly as possible. Nine locations with convenient day, evening and 
weekend hours are open, including three sites in Round Rock, Oak Hill 
and Southwest Austin. Taxpayers can call United Way’s 2-1-1 line for 
more information or visit www.communitytaxcenters.org.

 Turbo Tax will help you prepare your taxes and can be found online at 
www.turbotax.intuit.com or in most office supply stores and retailers. 
Prices range from $19.99 to $99.99.

Avoid refund loans if at all possible. The interest rates are usually 
high and electronic filing can yield a refund in as little as 10 days. 

If you are planning on using a tax preparer, be sure to ask up front 
for the total cost. Most tax services make their money in hidden fees, 
so ask.

Remember to keep your tax returns on file. If you are called up to 
be audited, you will need those records. Some preparers won’t keep 
them; it’s important to ask if they will.

Who qualifies for the 1040 EZ:

 You or spouse are under 65
 You have no dependents
 No adjustments (no deductions)
 You earned under $100,000 this year

Possible deductions on 1040:
 Sales tax deductions
 Earned Income Credit
 Child Tax Credit
 $250 expense deductions for teachers
 Tuition deduction for students or parents

Common Errors to Avoid

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 1/09/07 on consumer Time Accounts (CDs) with a term of 5 months, a minimum opening deposit of $5,000 and a new or existing Wells Fargo checking account.
Rates and terms offered are subject to change without notice. Public funds are not eligible for this offer. A fee for early withdrawal may be imposed. Fees could reduce earnings on this account.

© 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Talk with a Wells Fargo banker,
visit wellsfargo.com or visit any
of the following locations to
open your CD today.

APY*

107871

10x6.5

4C

Give your money a
little motivation

5.05%
$5,000 deposit, 5-month term CD

Lakeline • 920 N. Lakeline Blvd. • 512-336-4870

Parkline • 14063 North Hwy. 183 • 512-344-3169

APY*
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by deb arnold

MOONIE’s BURGER hOUsE

Couple keeps it simple with quality hamburgers

Brian and Angela Gingrass, owners.

moonie’s burger House
200 S. US 183

249-5214
monday-Thursday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.    Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

a  Fa m i Ly - F r i e n d Ly  aT m o S P H e r e :

Park St.

Neighborhood
         Dining

Angela and Brian Gingrass always contemplated open-
ing a restaurant that served good ol’ fashion hamburgers. 
Last November, after some business planning, Angela 
placed her mother-in-law’s nickname “up in lights” and 
Moonie’s Burger House became a reality.

Moonie’s occupies the old Bubba’s Ice House spot in 
Cedar Park on US 183. Keeping the menu simple to offer 
a quality product is the approach Angela and Brian have 
taken with the restaurant. 

“Because we keep [the menu] simple, we can make sure 
everything is top of the line,” Angela said. “We want to 
offer our customers the best.” 

Orders are placed at the front counter in plain view 
of the kitchen/grill area. A large well-stocked cooler of 
22 domestic and imported beers is available, as well as a 
serve yourself fountain of assorted soft drinks. 

The fresh Angus beef and top quality buns are the nuts 
and bolts of some really good hamburger options. Each 
hamburger choice can be prepared with beef or chicken, 
and for those preferring no meat, the Veggie Burger is 
available and touted as a tasty choice.  

Our first selection, the Plain Jane with Swiss cheese 
($4.59) had a well-cooked, flavorful meat patty with 
plenty of fresh lettuce, tomatoes, pickles and onions. The 

California Burger ($5.49), with guacamole, bacon, pep-
per-jack cheese, and fresh, crisp lettuce and tomatoes, was 
equally enjoyable.  

The Hawaiian Burger ($5.49) was a real treat with a 
thick, succulent slice of grilled pineapple dressed with a 
sweet teriyaki sauce. Our final selection, a bacon cheese-
burger ($5.29), was extraordinary with smoky bacon, 
smooth cheddar cheese, and all the traditional accoutre-
ments. 

To round out our hamburgers, we chose onion rings 
($2.99), crispy fries ($1.69), and sweet potato fries ($2.49). 
There is a kids’ meal portion of the menu ($3.50) that 
includes hamburgers, cheeseburgers, corn dog bites and 
Frito pie. Angela and Brian also plan to add a selection of 
salads to their menu in the future.

When it comes to dessert, a nostalgic snow cone ma-
chine sitting on the front counter offers a refreshing treat 
to adults and children alike. A large screen television plays 
quietly in the corner for folks catching the last of the news 
or a game, and the kids have a little niche of their own 
complete with Legos.

“We figure if having an area for the kids to play buys 
the parents 10 minutes of peace, it’s worth it,” Angela said. 
“We want everyone to feel relaxed.” 

“We figure if having an area for 
the kids to play buys the parents 
10 minutes of peace, it’s worth it.” 

–Angela Gingrass, co-owner

Extra fixins:
• A big-screen television
• A children’s play area
• A snow cone machine

Moonie’s 
Burger House

Buttercup Creek Blvd.

The ARC Advantage

   For more information visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or call ARC-INFO (272-4636) 

ARC Cedar Park
Family Practice
Podiatry
Same-day appointments
Late-night & weekend hours
Call 259-3467

ARC Discovery
Pediatrics
Internal Medicine
Same-day appointments
New patients welcome
Call 528-2300
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Historical  

I was born Sept. 19, 1929, about a mile and a half east of 
US 183 on what is now FM 1431.

Most early residents of Cedar Park either worked at the 
rock quarry or the railroad. Others made a living chop-
ping cedar. No chainsaws were available, just a double-
bitted axe. The jags of cedar post were sold at one of the 
two cedar yards. There were no large farms, but owners of 
small plots rented their land to share croppers. When the 
crop was harvested, the owner received one-fourth of the 
profits and the sharecropper, three-fourths. My parents 
were sharecroppers.

We raised vegetables and canned everything we could. 
Any excess was swapped with the neighbors.

Coffee, sugar, tea and flour were bought at the grocery 
store in Leander. Corn was taken to the Leander mill to be 
ground for cornmeal. The miller kept a share of the corn-
meal for the cost of milling the corn. The grocery store let 
us trade on the credit from one crop until the next. 

Everyone had a milk cow or two, so we had plenty of 
milk and butter. Extra butter was molded into wooden 
molds, wrapped and traded at the convenience store for 
bought bread or penny cookies. 

Most families had chickens, so we had lots of eggs and 
raised extra chickens for meat. Extra eggs were also traded 
at the store. These chickens were fed chicken scratch that 
came in 50 lb. sacks. We traded or swapped these sacks 
until we had enough printed sacks that matched to make 
dresses, blouses, aprons and skirts. Plain white ones were 
bleached and used for underwear and cup towels. It often 
took several weeks to get enough to match.

After the first cold spell, we killed a hog or two. The lard 
was cooked (rendered) in a large black pot. The meat was 

Cedar Park resident describes life growing up
by betty Henry 
exCerpts froM a presentation to tHe Cedar park HistoriCal soCiety, feb. 2. 

Betty Henry’s family bought supplies from 
the H.H.Powell grocery store in Leander.

A 1948 photo of Betty Henry (left) with 
Delvin and Loyce Owens on the railroad 
hand car kept at the railroad section 
foreman’s house. 

Impact

Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2006 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Do what you love. We’ll handle the rest.
When it  comes to keeping you connected, the local dedicated business specialists at Time 
Warner Cable Business Class are the people to call. We will help you understand how 
technology can improve productivity and make your job easier, by tailoring data, video and 
security solutions to fit your business needs. All of them are backed by our robust, reliable 
network. So call today. Then get back to doing what you really love.

“I’d rather unravel user errors 
than deal with data storage.”

Contact us at 

512-531-7815 
or visit 

www.austin.twcbc.com

cut off and cured with a rub in a smoke house. A small 
fire was kept going for days to cure the meat that was 
hung by binder twine on the rafters. Sausage was ground 
and stuffed into guts and also smoked. 

Old grease from the hog was saved and once a year, it 
was boiled with several cans of lye to make soap. Once 
cooled, it was cut into bars for washing clothes.

Bathrooms as we know them today were non-existent. 
A small house with one or two holes sawed in a board was 
located away from the house. It was cleaned regularly with 
lime. All families had an old Sears & Roebuck catalog and 
these pages were used for toilet paper.

Baths were taken in a metal washtub placed near the 
wood kitchen stove. Water was heated on this stove.

There were no swimming pools, but we swam in a 
gravel pit located about 500 feet south of the intersection 
of Cypress Creek Road and US 183. Sometimes we swam 
in Brushy Creek, which was inhabited with leeches and 
snakes, but we swam anyway and just brushed the leeches 
off. 

Life centered around family, church and school. Church 
socials were a major entertainment and while grownups 
visited, ate homemade ice cream and played Forty-two (a 
domino game), the kids played ring games such as Flying 
Dutchman, Kick-the-Can, Old Joe Clark, Dancing Josie 
and Post Office.

Dinner was held once a month on the church grounds 
on long picnic tables located beneath some oak trees 
between the New Hope church and cemetery. Food was 
combined and shared by all. This treat followed the Sun-
day sermon that seemed to last a long time.

There were no backhoes, so when someone died who 
was to be buried at New Hope or Cedar Park cemetery, 

men in the community dug the grave using shovels, picks 
and crowbars. Sometimes dynamite was needed since all 
ground around Cedar Park is very rocky. Out of respect 
to the family of the deceased, since the body was retained 
at home, someone sat with it all the time until the funeral 
service. 

Workers at the Texas Quarries in Cedar Park in 1948.
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Ken Craven says he has lived in Leander longer than 
dirt, and that’s pretty long. His family was one of the early 
settlers of the area, moving here in the 1850s. Craven 
remembers the town when it had no traffic lights, just 
stop signs at the RM 620/ US 183 intersection. Drivers 
worried more about animals on the roads than other cars.

Craven has held several important positions in Lean-
der, from a city councilman to mayor to a member of the 
historical society to an employee of the public library. His 
involvement in, love for and belief in a better future for 
the city has earned him recognition as this month’s Com-
munity Icon.

“When I was a kid, I despised Leander because it 
was so small that everyone knew me and I couldn’t do 
anything without getting in trouble,” Craven said. “Now, 
our community has grown. We have a wonderful mix of 
people and cultures from all over.  We have great poten-
tial for further growth.”

Craven enjoys his work at the library because it enables 
him to provide residents with historical information 

by KatHerine Kennedy

Community  
Ken craven, LeanDer

Icon

about the city. 
“The first place people come when they move here is 

the library. I get to tell them about our community’s his-
tory, which is very important,” Craven said.

He hopes people in the future will be able to look back 
and see Leander was a good community, but he feels this 
will happen only by preserving its history.

“We are working with the city to turn the Old Mason 
House into a historical museum. The Bagdad Cemetery 
Association is trying to restore the Old Tabernacle to help 
preserve and maintain the cemetery,” Craven said. “We 
are looking to restore old homes and turn them into busi-
nesses rather than destroying them. People need to know 
about the history of our buildings.”

Craven admires the older generation who came back 
home after the wars and survived the Depression to make 
their community a great place to live.

“They believed in Leander and worked hard to make 
it and keep it a great town,” Craven said. “Because of 
them, the churches and schools kept going even with little 
money. They are the true icons; they did what they could 
to make their community better for future generations.”

His strong belief in his community keeps him going. He 
plans to always live in Lean-
der and to continue working 
to preserve its history. He 
hopes to be remembered for 

K e n  c r av e n ’ S  T i e S  To  L e a n d e r
Craven has been or is involved with the following:

doing his best to make Leander a great place to live.
“We are making such great progress in the city and 

exciting times are ahead. Remembering our history is 
important for the future,” Craven said. “We are working to 
make Leander the best place it can be. It should be a real 
home in a real community for people, not just a house.”

 Planning and Zoning committee
 City council- Six years
 Mayor- Three years
 City manager- One and half years
 Leander and Cedar Park High School 

Libraries

 Leander Public Library 
employee- Two years

 Leander Historical Society
 Chamber of Commerce
 President, Bagdad Cemetery 

Association
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aplusfcu.org

During the 0% Home Loan Event at A+ Federal Credit Union! Whether you’re 
looking to build, buy, or refi nance a home, come to A+ for a mortgage loan between now and 

September and you’ll be entered to win a 0% APR mortgage for a year!*  Promotion runs from 
2/01/07 to 9/30/07.  With great everyday rates, exceptional personal service, and a 

chance to get a 0% APR loan rate, why 
would you go anywhere else for 

a mortgage loan?

THE HOME LOAN EVENT*

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Normal credit criteria apply. No purchase necessary. Members who apply 
for a fi rst-lien mortgage loan at A+FCU between 2/01/07 and 8/31/07 and close on the mortgage loan with 
A+FCU (new money) by 9/30/07 will be entered for a one-time chance to win a mortgage loan rate of 0% for 

twelve (12) months. Not valid on A+FCU mortgages  closed prior to 2/01/07 or after 9/30/07. For a complete list of rules, rates, 
fees, and promotion details, visit our website at aplusfcu.org.

Your savings federally insured to at least $100,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

EVERYONE
can make the 
grade at

!

Whether you’re a parent, a 

relative, a friend or a neighbor, you can provide a child you care

about with their very own health coverage. Our Young Texan

Health Plan offers comprehensive medical coverage, an optional

prescription drug plan, immunizations and routine exams– all

with no claim forms, deductibles or co-insurance. You can’t ask

for more comprehensive coverage and friendlier service than 

that. For information on a plan that’s right for you, call us at

(866)522-2516 or visit us at www.swhp.org.

Three Skinned Knees, 
One Broken Arm, 

And Their Own Health Plan.

Young Texan Health Plans

Named the highest ranked Health Plan in Texas 
by U.S.News & World Report1.

1U.S.News & World Report/NCQA “America’s Best” Health Plans 2006. 

“America’s Best” Health Plans is a trademark of U.S.News & World Report.

SWHPG057_young texan ad  1/8/07  3:58 PM  Page 1
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Round Rock 
welcomes skatepark
Parks and Recreation department 
expands trails, ball fields
by Mandy Hobby

After more than 10 years of requests 
from Round Rock’s growing skate com-
munity, the city’s Parks and Recreation 
department will open the first phase of a 
$390,000 skatepark this month behind the 
Clay Madsen Recreation Center on Gattis 
School Road.

Locals will be able to enjoy a 5,000 sq. ft. 
concrete bowl and also look forward to the 
second, and final, phase to begin construc-
tion next month. Expected to be finished 
in May, the second phase is a 7,500 sq. ft. 
street course complete with handrails and 
steps.

“There has been a lot 
of support and momen-
tum driving us to come 
up with this park,” Rick 
Atkins, parks and recre-
ation director, said. “We 
have learned that the skate community is 
not just teenagers, but adults, as well. ”

The Seattle-based design firm, Grindline, 
designed the park after city staff met and 
worked closely with the skaters in the com-
munity to see what would meet their needs 
the best.
New Trails

According to David Buzzell, Round 
Rock’s park development manager, the de-
partment is also working on the Greater 
Lake Creek Trail, part of the city’s master 
plan that will link several of the existing 
trails together.

The two-mile trail begins at the Clay 
Madsen Recreation Center and heads east 

to Turtle Creek, northwest to Lake Creek 
Park and ends at Greenlawn Park. Con-
struction will begin in April and should be 
completed  by the end of the year.

Also part of the trails master plan, the 
Brushy Creek East Trail opened last sum-

mer in the Forest Bluff subdivision. 
The trail begins at Forest Bluff and 
runs along Brushy Creek to the So-
noma neighborhood. 

Ball Fields Renovation
In order to upgrade the aging 

baseball fields built in the ‘70s, the 
parks department will add 10 soft-
ball fields and renovate the existing 
20 baseball fields at Old Settlers 

Park, beginning in September.
The $13 million renovations will provide 

a five-field girls softball complex, a five-field 
adult softball complex, a girls bathroom fa-
cility and improvements to all fields.

Round Rock has promoted the city as the 
Sports Capital of Texas since 2003. Nancy 
Yawn, Round Rock Convention and Visi-
tor’s Bureau director, is excited to enter into 
a new market with the adult softball fields.

“The ball fields are truly going to make 
our facilities tournament class facilities,” 
Yawn said. “The softball complex will open 
up a new market for us. It really shows 
the commitment the city is making to the 
campaign.”

Other stories 
www.impactnews.com

Community Corridor

New Businesses

The Beauty Store Salon & Spa opened at the intersection of 
RM 620 and IH 35

Edible Arrangements opened its fourth store at 115 
Sundance Pkwy.  in La Frontera

This aerial view of SH 130 and 
SH 45 shows Pflugerville’s 
first large retailers and major 
employers. The city prepares 
for developments at the 
major intersection.

Local support
Steering committees and focus 
groups aided in designing the Round 
Rock skatepark. Local skaters and city 
officials collaborated with the design 
firm, Grindline.

Wal-Mart in 
Pflugerville
New store to increase Pflugerville’s 
sales tax revenue, employ 
more than 300 and add road 
improvements

Covert Ford
Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
-Kenny Covert

2007 Escape XLS
MSRP......................................... $21,225
Rebate.......................................... -$3000
Covert Discount........................... -$2237

$15,988 +TT&L

MSRP......................................... $29,685
Rebate.......................................... -$3000
Covert Discount........................... -$4186

$22,499

2007 F150 SuperCrew XLT

+TT&L

Photos are for illustration purposes only. Units are subject to prior sale. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Prices subject to change.

Only three 
at this price!Shop online at covertford.com
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Community  
Corridors

Parmer Lane: FM 1431 to Avery Ranch Blvd.

Residential Real Estate

Transportation Update

Know thy customer.
Business Law #51:

You work hard to make sure you have the  
products and services that your customer 
wants and needs.  When you visit one of our 
locations, you’ll see that we go out of our way 
to get to know your needs as well.  We may 
not have a branch on every corner - but we 

have a caring teller behind every counter.

For commercial 
needs call 
Janice Heath 
at 251-7889

1.  Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
(512) 255-2501

5.  Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan (FM 1825)
(512) 251-7889

3.  Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
(512) 259-2443

MEMBER FDIC

2.  Dell
549 Louis Henna Blvd.
(512) 218-3910

4.  Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr
(512) 246-6010

183

620

1825

1431

5

2

3

4 1

45
TOLL

The Ranch at Brushy Creek
•  Number of lots sold to builders ~ 397 total 
•  Estimated number of homes to be built when 

project is completed ~ 1,697 
•  Number of homes sold in 2006 ~ 130 
•  Average selling price sold to date ~ $300,000 
•  Current builders ~  Newmark, Meritage, Drees, 

Village Builders, Weekley, Morrison 
•  Current starting price ~ Approx. $200,000 
•  In 2007, The Ranch at Brushy Creek will open 

its first gated section. Homes are expected to 
start in the low $500s. A new selection of 80’ 
homesites will also be available in the fall.

Newmark homes Paradiso Villas 
•  137 homes starting in the $210s
•  Four model homes under construction to be  
 completed at the end of March

•  Construction of remaining homes will begin
  in March

Avery Ranch
• 1800+ acre development with more than 

4,000 homes
• Builders: D.R. Horton, Drees, Gehan, Meritage, 

Morrison, Partners in Building, Pulte, Ryland, 
Wilshire

• Price Range: $150s – $800s 

D.R. horton has begun site work on a 10-
acre town home development expected to be 
complete by the end of the year.

Avery Ranch Casitas consists of 80 houses 
starting at $207,000.  Gehan Homes expects 
to close out the neighborhood in the next six 
months.

The Breakaway Park subdivision consists of 
52 one- to two-acre custom home lots ranging 
between $130,000 and $250,000. Three lots are 
still available. 

The Bellamy 
• French-themed gated community with 32 

detached condos, cobblestone streets and 
a creek running along the backside of the 
property

• Condos will range in price from the mid $200s 
to upper $300s

• J.W. Development is expected to begin 
construction mid-February with a completion 
goal of 18 months

R2

R3

R4

Traffic Light
A traffic signal is planned for the intersection 
of Colonial Parkway and Parmer Lane. A 
timeline has not yet been established.

Traffic Light
A traffic signal is planned for the intersection 
of Parmer Lane and Kenai Drive/Ranch Trails. 
A timeline has not yet been established.

Avery Ranch Boulevard extension
The extension of Avery Ranch Boulevard west 
to US 183 is expected to be complete late 
spring.  

T1  

T2  

T3  T3

FM	1431

Brushy	Creek	Rd.

																								V
	ista	Ridge	Blvd.

Avery	Ranch	Blvd.

Colonial	Pkwy.

R5

R1

R6

R7

R8

Altea at silverado apartments are under 
construction with completion expected in 
May.

R8

HEB

Vista	Ridge
High	School
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Parmer Lane: FM 1431 to Avery Ranch Blvd.

h1

Commerical Property

Future Land Use

Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates

C1

Brushy	Creek
Regional	Trail

History - Breakaway Park Airport
In 1975, Walter Yates located a site on the Post River, about 200 miles 
northwest of Anchorage, Alaska in the Kuskokwim Mountains. He built a small 
log cabin and spent a year there alone. While there, he planned and designed 
a residential community; a fly-in development where pilots could keep their 
planes in their own backyards.

In 1976, after searching for the perfect site for his project, he selected the 
area three miles east of what was then Cedar Park to accommodate a 3,000-ft 
landing strip to be used by property owners only.

h1

C1 An American Bank of Texas is under construction and is scheduled to 
open in May. Construction is complete on a 10,500 sq. ft. retail center. Current 
tenants include: Little smiles (pediatric dentist), Mr. Gattis, Us Nail & spa, 
Ortho 360, sienna Cleaners, and Avery Fine Wine & spirits. 

A Capital One bank is under construction and is expected to open in May. 
Construction on a Z’ Tejas southwestern Grill will begin in April and is 
expected to open this fall. 

Oxford Alliance Development broke ground on a medical/professional 
office complex consisting of four buildings with a Tuscan-style design ranging 
in size from 4,500 to 6,700 sq. ft. The buildings will be available for sale but may 
also be leased. Completion of the complex is expected in July. 

The new home of the David schara state Farm Insurance Agency is under 
construction with completion anticipated in April. The building will include a 
1,000 sq. ft. conference room that will be available for continuing education 
seminars, as well as to community organizations. It will also be rentable for 
a fee for bridal showers, company functions, etc. A fee schedule has not yet 
been determined. 

Parmer Oaks Development plans to break ground in February on two 5,000 
sq. ft. buildings to be built alongside the development’s two existing 5,000 sq. 
ft. buildings to create a medical office complex. Current tenants of the Parmer 
Oaks Development include Avery Orthodontics, Parmer Oaks Dental 
Care and hill Country Eye Center. An optical shop has plans to join the 
development under a partnership with hill Country Eye Center.

MAss Development plans to break ground on a Kids ‘R’ Kids day care center 
next year. Also planned for this site is a 20,000 sq. ft. retail center. No timeline 
for the retail development has been established at this time.

Dovedale Capital Ventures, Inc. broke ground this month on The Shops at 
Silverado, a 34,300 sq. ft. retail center. 

C2

C3

C4

Construction on the Brushy Creek Recreational Park is set to begin this 
spring with the park scheduled to open this fall. The park will have baseball/
softball fields, football/soccer fields, hike and bike trails, picnic tables, benches, 
and a pavilion. Phase two will include additional fields, a playscape and a disc 
golf course. 

Over 200 acres of land on the east side of Parmer Lane are zoned for Research 
& Development. According to the City, R&D zoning is intended for use 
by major businesses seeking to expand their operations by establishing 
locations for business park complexes and campuses. Examples include 
software development companies, research facilities and laboratories, light 
manufacturing, processing and assembly or corporate office buildings. 

The Cedar Park Fire Department plans to open Fire Station #4 in February 
2008 at 150 Church Park Rd. near The Ranch at Brushy Creek subdivision. The 
10,000 sq. ft. station will be home to one fire engine, an ambulance, a HazMat 
(hazardous materials) response unit and a brush truck. 
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When Parmer Lane was extended to FM 1431, not only was Cedar Park provided 
with a major north/south alternative to US 183, but the door was opened for new 
development opportunities. Residential developments continue to sprout up 
along this corridor, along with a variety of commercial projects, many of which are 
just now breaking ground.
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Education 
  Focus 

by betH wade

Project Linus, Crimestoppers & Ethics in Elementary Schools

 Part of the Leander Independent School 
District’s curriculum involves teaching 
ethics and service. In 1991, the school 
district adopted 10 ethical principles to be 
taught to all students during their public 
school education. At the elementary level, 
students are expected to define and apply 
these principles to what is appropriate for 
their ages.

Jim Plain Elementary teachers and 
administrators are reinforcing those 
principles with the new school’s first ever 
production, a 30-minute musical called 
Beyond the No Character Zone.

“The play’s theme helps present the ten 
ethical principles in an interesting way for 
the students,” Amber Oliver, JPES theater 
arts teacher, said.

Teachers stress the importance of these 
principles in their classrooms.

“[The ten principles] are a good lan-
guage to raise and educate our children 
with a strong sense of what is right and 

what is wrong,” Jenna Sanders, principal, 
said.

The play follows the lives of four fifth 
grade students who are upset about writ-
ing an essay on character and responsibili-
ties. Their worlds are turned upside down 
when secret agents arrive to show them a 
world without character.

Oliver, along with music teacher, Linda 
Fraley worked together with third, fourth 
and fifth graders to bring the production 
together.

 “We have a small number of students,” 
Sanders said. “We didn’t want to have a 
production from one class, so we have kids 
from different grades working together.” 

 “We are trying to build our culture and 
climate of kids and unity,” Sanders said. 
“We thought this would be a great way to 
start.” 

The performance is scheduled for March 
9 at 8:30 a.m. in the multi purpose room 
of the school.

The Naumann Knights have a new mas-
cot name, the blanketeers, as they spent 
the last several months making blankets 
for the national community service orga-
nization “Project Linus”.

 Naumann students raised more than 
$1,300 towards the purchase of material 
for the blankets, made over 150 fleece 
blankets and are working to finish 20 
quilts. To make the blankets, students tied 
fringed edges or colored fabric squares 
together.  

It’s a rewarding activity for the “blanke-
teers,” because to the children who receive 
them, these blankets mean a lot more than 

    Students are expected to actively seek opportuni-
ties to serve others, and to identify examples of ethical 
behavior and positive role models.

All LISD elementary students are expected to define, self-assess and apply 
the following ethical principles as appropriate for their age level:

Leander High School will pilot a pro-
gram begun by the Williamson County 
Crimestoppers to offer an anonymous tip 
line run by a student group for students.

“We want to make every effort to make 
this school as safe as possible,” Brad Man-
sfield, LHS assistant principal, said, “and 
provide our kids with the opportunity to 
confidentially inform school staff and po-
lice with information concerning weapons, 
drugs and other crimes.” 

Naumann Elementary gives blankets to Project Linus

County Crimestoppers initiates tip line program
With the aid of a staff advisor, a stu-

dent board of directors would manage the 
LHS Campus Crimestoppers tip line. The 
board would be responsible for electing 
new members and determining reward 
amounts up to $100 based on the severity 
of the crime and value of information. They 
hope to have the tip line working before the 
end of the semester. For more information 
about Williamson County Crimestoppers, 
visit wilcocrimestoppers.org.

• honesty
• Integrity
• Promise-keeping
• Loyalty/Fidelity
• Fairness

• Concern for Others
• Respect for Others
• Pursuit of Excellence
• Personal Accountability

warmth. 
The mission of “Project Linus” is to 

provide blankets for children who are seri-
ously ill, traumatized or otherwise in need 
of love and comfort.



FEBRUARY  2007 21impAct nEws.com

+$15,922 

0

Change in
avg. selling
price over 
last year

Change in
number of
homes sold
over last year

Change in 
homes on the 
market since 
last month

+24 

Cedar Park & Leander MLS Area
r e a L  e S TaT e  r e P o r TR E S i D E n T i A L

Breakaway Park
Cedar Park - 78613
2713 Taku Rd. 
Agent: Sandra Nordhausen (512) 750-1350

3 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$525,000

Twin Creeks Country Club
Cedar Park - 78613             
2703 Yalding Dr.         
Agent: Mary “B” Battaglia (512) 258-6677

County Glen
Leander - 78641            
1901 Ireland Dr.
Agent: Janet Mangan (512) 633-2133

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$136,000

4 Br./4 Ba.         
$450,000

On The
Market

Price Range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale
11

116

175

145

65

27

25

3

7

Area	HOMES

< $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

108
995
822
424
80
19
8
3
0

$78,588
$128,162
$171,689
$238,324
$339,400
$432,815
$681,418
$926,667
–

82.12
68.42
71.19
88.78
96.19
80.21

114.25
171.00

–

SoLd
Price Range # SOLD Avg. Sales Price Days On Market 

January 1, 2006 – December 31, 2006 Monthly	Home	Sales
Month  Number of Sales Average Price
December 2006

December 2005

November 2006

October 2006

September 2006

August 2006

July 2006

June 2006

184

184

170

175

208

250

226

295

$187,866

$171,944

$177,486

$177,988

$173,369

$177,391

$175,873

$172,265

Project Linus, Crimestoppers & Ethics in Elementary Schools

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)
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dan gattis, Sr.  

 

cynthia Long

 

Education:  BBA in Business Analysis from Texas A&M University
Family:  Husband of 20 years, Donn, and daughter
Contact Information: clong@wilco.org, 260-4280; Kathy Grimes, secretary

Q. What inspired you to run for office?
A.  I have a strong desire to serve. God gives us each a gift, and mine is service. I believe 
that to whom much is given, much is expected. I helped start a neighborhood association 
to get positive things done in my community. After that, a friend suggested that I see what 
I could do for the city.

Q. What is the greatest challenge facing your precinct? How do you plan to overcome 
this challenge?
A.  Our greatest challenge is mobility because so many people who live in Precinct 
Two work in Austin and Travis County. We need to create an infrastructure to get to work 
quicker and easier. To overcome this challenge, we need to be proactive in road design and 
construction of roads and transit systems. Leander is at the forefront of transportation with 
the light rail. It is equally important to have economic development. We want to attract 
and bring large employers so we do not have to drive so far to work. My dream is for us 
to have ample employers so that citizens can live and work here without the burden of a 
major commute.

Q. What do you think people should know about county government?
A.  Understanding what county government does is important. Right now, high 
school graduates do not know about local government because they are not being 
taught. County government is more than building roads; we also deal with the court 
system, the judiciary end and indigent health care. We are currently working with the 
Sheriff’s department to deal with citizens with mental health issues, which is a growing 
responsibility. My hope for county government is that we are able to get out to civic 
organizations to work with schools and in the community to let people know what we do.

Q. Explain about donating your hair to “Locks of Love.”
A.  My niece donated her hair several years ago and recently suggested my daughter and 
I donate ours. I researched the program and decided it was a unique opportunity. You are 
able to give a gift to children who have lost their hair. They donate hairpieces to kids with 
financial disadvantages and medical conditions, like cancer, that stop hair growth. Before 
Christmas, my daughter, her friend and I decided to donate our hair, too. 

Dan Gattis, a native Texan, began his professional 
career as a teacher in the Round Rock School 

District, and education remains important to his heart.
 “Teaching was the most rewarding job I ever had. I 

thoroughly enjoyed it and never had any intentions 
of leaving,” Gattis said. “It was a lot of fun. I had great 
relationships with students and parents.” 

Gattis left teaching to work for the Texas Education 
Agency and also had a 27-year association 

with the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo. For his work there, he 
was selected in the first class of 
Distinguished Alumni at Texas State 
University – San Marcos.

Q. What inspired you to run for office?
A. I wanted to be busy. I have had a lot of training and expertise, had the ability to travel 
internationally and have held various management positions. I have had a great career, and I 
wanted to give back to the community.

Q. What is the greatest challenge facing the county? How do you plan to overcome this 
challenge?
A.  Growth is the biggest challenge. Williamson County is growing in population every 
day. The county needs to decide what to do about building county buildings and roads and 
ensuring public safety. Since we can’t contain the growth, we need to try to manage it. We 
have to plan ahead and with the growth. We want to help improve the quality of life. 

Q. What do you think people should know about county government?
A. County government is very close to the people. There are four commissioners and one 
county judge. The people in the county need to know that they can make contact with their 
county government and let the county know their needs. They should also know that we have 
limited authority.

Q. As far as duties and responsibilities, how does county judge differ from county 
commissioner?
A.   As far as responsibilities, the commissioner is in charge of representing their precinct. I 
do expect them to be able to fight for their precinct first and then think about what is best for 
the county as a whole. As county judge, I need to think about what is best for the county as 
a whole from the beginning. The judge has more administrative duties, including setting the 
agendas for meetings and proposing budgets.

Q. What have you achieved that you are proud of?
A.  First, I have a great family. My wife, Karen, should have all the credit for raising a 
wonderful family. I am proud of our family and of our boys. Second, my 27-year career in 
Houston. Third, the most valuable thing in my life is my integrity and my reputation, and I am 
pleased with both.

Education:  BA in Agricultural Education, Texas State University – San Marcos. 
MEd, Texas State University – San Marcos.
Family:  Wife, Karen; two sons, Dan, Texas State Representative, and Brent, Lobbyist in 
Washington D.C. and two grandchildren
Contact Information:  dgattis@wilco.org, 943-1550 

Cynthia Long has always believed one person 
can make a difference. This is why she 

became involved in city government. She wants 
to make her community a better place to live. 

“I was on the planning committee for Cedar 
Park for seven years and city council for four 
years,” Long said. “I was a founding chairman 
for the Twin Lakes YMCA, on the metro board 
for YMCA and am very active in my church.”

Williamson County Commissioner, 
Precinct 2

Williamson County Judge

A heart-felt gift
for someone special.

The best gift isn’t available in stores. It’s a HeartSaver CT from the Heart Hospital of 
Austin. It’s a fast, painless and affordable test that could save a life. If someone you 
love is at risk for developing heart disease, consider HeartSaver CT, a powerful 
screening tool that can make the fi ght against heart disease a fair one. To purchase a 
gift certifi cate or to schedule an appointment for yourself, call 512-407-SAVE (7283) 
or 877-535-3534. 

Located at 38th St. and Lamar Blvd. www.HeartHospitalofAustin.com


