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Large-scale water park envisioned
Volente Beach owner presents ambitious plan to City Council
by Christi snow

CAMPO refines growth plan
Planning organization drafts 
transportation blueprint
by Mandy hobby
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If all goes as planned, by 2008 Cedar 
Park may have a water resort anticipated 
to draw 4,000 visitors a day between May 1 
and Labor Day. 

“I think it would do for Cedar Park what 
Dell Diamond did for Round Rock,” Rick 
Redmond, the project developer, said. “This 
particular attraction is unique.”

If he gets what he wants—and he is 
quick to note the plans are anything but 
finalized—then the unnamed park will far 
surpass what he has as owner of Volente 
Beach, which cannot be expanded from its 
current five acres because of community 
regulations.

 The new park will sit on 20 acres at FM 
1431 east of Parmer Lane. Along with wa-
ter rides and a lazy river that flows through 
the property, its conceptual design includes 
what Redmond describes as an “aquarium 
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Paul & Alanna Greenberg, owners• 24-hour access• Machine weights• Free weights• Cardio theatre• Personal training• Showers
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Leander’s first and only 24/7 
Co-ed Fitness Center!

Leander’s first and only 24/7 
Co-ed Fitness Center!

260-9797

2800 S. Bagdad • Leander, TX 78641

24 Hours a day - 7 days a week - 365 days a year

www.anytimefitness.com/clubs/leander

FREEfitness orientation for new members.

FREEfitness orientation for new members.
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on steroids,” where visitors can swim with 
tropical fish using the help of a shallow 
diving system called Snuba, which mixes 
Scuba diving and snorkeling.

Out of town visitors will be able to stay 
inside tree houses reminiscent of those in 
the novel, Robinson Crusoe. The 10 differ-
ent structures, designed to mesh with the 
surrounding forestry, will have a main 
room that opens to three bedrooms. The 
cost of each room, around $250 per day, 
will include passes to the water park. 

On an additional 50 acres at the site Red-
mond plans to purchase, he envisions a 250 
to 300-room hotel that includes around 
9,000 sq. ft. of conference space with a 
separate small meeting center. Eventually, 
the property could also add an upscale de-
velopment modeled after the Legacy Town 
Center in Plano.

Domingo Sanchez, 
manager

 Conference rooms
 350-person restaurant
 Arcade
 Gift shop
 Exercise pool and spa
 Beach
 Lazy river
 Pools
 Scuba diving
 Marine petting zoo
 Slides

Water Resort with Hotel (Conceptual rendering)

10 Tree houses

300-room hotel
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Concept Map
CAMPO Regional Growth

What is an  Activity Center?
- more intense development than surrounding areas
- mix of uses:  retail, residential, commercial
- walkable destinations & tailored to local area

Large Activity Center

Medium Activity Center

Small Activity Center

Capital MetroRail

Austin-San Antonio
Rail District

Rail Road

Future 
Toll 130 
& Toll 45

Legend

How to become involved in 
transportation planning

• Learn who is involved in your community

• Establish contacts with representatives on  

   the Transportation Policy Board

• Visit CAMPO’s Web site regularly for 

   up-to-date transportation planning 

   opportunities at www.campotexas.org

• Participate in public meetings

• Attend Policy Board meetings

• Join CAMPO’s mailing list

• Contact CAMPO staff with 

   questions/comments 512-974-2275

• Establish contacts with transportation     

   providers

• Share suggestions for improving CAMPO’s   

   public outreach and involvement activities

The zoned transit-oriented development 
in Leander is an example of future activ-
ity centers being proposed by the region’s 
Capital Area Metro Planning Organization. 
The Leander TOD is a 2,300-acre district 
centered around Capital Metro’s commut-
er rail, which will open in 2008. After the 
city partnered with Capital Metro and the 
local landowners to create the TOD, they 
were able to go to CAMPO for additional 
funding for the rail station and the new US 
183A toll road opening in March.

According to Pix Howell, Leander’s ur-
ban design officer, Leander received $4 
million from CAMPO to extend CR 273 
and CR 274, two roads located in the TOD. 

This month, the city paid an administrative 
fee to the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion to begin implementing the funds. 

Capital Metro will open a new Park and 
Ride site Jan. 29 at US 183 and RR 2243. 
The new facility allows commuters to park 
in accessible locations and choose between 
multiple routes into downtown Austin. 
CAMPO

Area leaders and planners continue to 
consider changes in transportation patterns 
and city organization in and effort to con-
trol urban sprawl and traffic congestion. 

The Capital Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization became the region’s 
federally-recognized metropolitan plan-
ning organization, MPO, to coordinate 
regional transportation planning with cit-

Source: www.campotexas.org

Commercial Property
C1

C2

Transportation Update

Residential Real Estate
R1  D.R. Horton’s Town Center 
Five sections of the Cedar Park Town Center have been 
completed by D.R. Horton, the exclusive Town Center builder, 
with 323 homes occupied. Another five sections are expected 
to be completed within the next three years, bringing the total 
number of homes in the Town Center to 775. 

Homes range in price from the mid $130s to low $230s. 
Community amenities include common areas, a community 
pool, an amenity center, hike & bike trails, nature trails and open 
space. For more information, visit www.drhortonaustin.com.

FM 1431 Corridor

TxDOT is widening FM 1431 between US 183 and 183A to six lanes of 
divided roadway, including a traffic signal at the intersection of Discovery 
Boulevard. Completion is expected by Fall 2007.

Approximately 1,200 feet of FM 1431 are being improved by the Central 
Texas Regional Mobility Authority. The road will be widened to a divided 
highway with a raised median in the area of 183A with three main lanes 
in each direction; left turn lanes for access to 183A; curbs, sidewalks and 
underground drainage; and traffic lights at the intersections of the north 
and southbound frontage lanes of 183A. 

The intersection of FM 1431 and 183A is expected to be substantially 
complete when 183A opens March 3. Landscaping and other subsidiary 
work will continue through June. The interchange will feature many 
aesthetic enhancements including backlit street name signs; painted 
bridges, concrete walls, signal poles and lights; and extensive landscaping 
and some public art.

The traffic lights and road improvements are funded through a 
combination of Toll Revenue Bonds, a TxDOT grant and right-of-way 
donations from local governments.

T2

T1 T3

T4

Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates

The Depot restaurant and retail center plans to open 
in the spring. Threadgill’s Plaza includes a traditional 
Threadgill’s restaurant along with Mojo Rojo Mexican 
Cantina. Both restaurants are owned and operated by 
the Threadgill’s corporation. The pavilion sandwiched 
between the two restaurants is a 7,000 sq. ft. area for 
banquets, meetings and concerts. The two retail buildings 
are also opening this spring. Already committed to open 
are Castle Dental, T-Mobile and Highland Lakes Real 
Estate. Quick Commercial Realtors are in negotiations for 
another 11,000 sq. ft. of the 30,000 sq. ft. of property. 

Cedar Park Regional Medical Center has been under 
construction for almost nine months with more than 
200 workers on site and 130,000 man-hours logged. 
Steel framing is complete, slabs are poured and interior 
framing has begun. Hospital officials are actively recruiting 
physicians and continuing to hire hospital staff on an 
ongoing basis. The hospital is on track to open in January 
2008.

Phase I of 1890 Ranch is under construction by Endeavor 
Real Estate Group and is expected to celebrate a grand 
opening in October. Current tenants of Phase I include a 
SuperTarget, Cinemark Theater, PetSmart, Wachovia 
Bank, Compass Bank, OfficeMax, Circuit City and a 
Steak ‘n Shake restaurant. The 50,000 sq. ft. of restaurant 
space in Phase I will be concentrated around the Cinemark 
Theater as part of the developer’s plan to make the area 
around the theater a family-oriented entertainment area 
complete with playscapes and park space. 

Phase II of 1890 Ranch consists of 225,000 sq. ft. of 
retail space. Site work will likely begin during the third 
quarter of 2007 with an estimated 9-month construction 
timeframe. The developer is speaking with potential 
national brand tenants but no plans have been finalized. 

Spanish Oaks Plaza will consist of four one-story 
medical/professional office buildings totaling 39,000 sq. 
ft. The office complex is currently in the pre-leasing phase, 
but no tenants are under contract at this time. The plaza is 
expected to break ground by this Spring.  

Cedar Park Medical Center will break ground this 
summer with completion expected in the first or second 
quarter of 2008. The center will be a three-story building 
totaling 76,000 sq. ft. The developer is talking to a number 
of potential tenants but none are under contract at this 
time.

The Oakmont Medical Plaza will be home to a three-
story medical office building consisting of 65,000 rentable 
sq. ft. The Plaza was approximately 50 percent leased as of 
December, and is anticipated to break ground in May with 
a projected opening date of April 2008. Discussions for a 
long-term acute care hospital on this site are underway 
but plans have not been finalized.

The City of Cedar Park has had preliminary meetings with 
potential developers for this site, but no plans have been 
finalized. 

A Village Inn restaurant and Comerica Bank will be built 
on this five-acre site, along with 21,000 sq. ft. of retail 
space. Letters of Intent have been received from a dry 
cleaners, a restaurant and a coffee shop.  The Village at 
Cedar Park is expected to be complete by May.

The City of Cedar Park and TxDOT are in the process of developing a plan 
for a traffic signal at the intersection of FM 1431 and C-Bar Ranch Road. 
Installation and activation will depend on the need for the signal based 
on traffic flow and volume at the intersection after 1890 Ranch and 
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center open.

Improvements to CR 185 was on the list of recommendations from 
the Williamson County 2006 Bond Advisory Committee for Precinct 2; 
however, the improvements to CR 185 were not considered a top priority 
and the County only listed the two highest priority projects in each 
precinct in the bond election voting language. As a result, the county 
is not required to make improvements to CR 185, but can do so if there 
is leftover bond money available after the two high priority projects for 
Precinct 2 are completed.  

The improvements to CR 185 that were recommended by the bond 
committee were to upgrade the existing two lane sections to a five lane 
roadway with a continuous center turn lane; curb, gutter and sidewalks; 
and wide outside lanes to accommodate bicycle traffic. The project 
would also include signalization for the intersection of CR 185 and CR 
180 (New Hope Road).

Future Land Use
The space in the Cedar Park Plaza previously owned and occupied by Albertson’s belongs to 
an investment group that acquired a number of Albertson’s stores closed in 2006. Sources say 
the investment group is planning to sell the stores in bulk. 

The Plaza’s developer was the original owner of the Albertson’s space before selling it to the 
grocery chain, and is currently in negotiations with the investment group to see if they will 
split this particular location out of the bulk arrangement and sell it back to him. 

The original plans for the 400 acres of land zoned as the Downtown District included a mix of
single family, retail, entertainment and office space built around a lake to create a destination 
area. The Cedar Park City Council approved funds to create the plans for the Downtown District 
in 1998. 

The Downtown District consists of two components: the Mixed Residential Area and the Town 
Center Area. The original plans for the Mixed Residential Area include single family homes, 
townhomes and condominiums. The original plans for the Town Center Area include a mix of 
professional office, retail, civic use, and hotel with residential and entertainment use.  The only 
construction to date has been in the Mixed Residential Area (see R1). 

The developers of the Downtown District are currently redefining their plans for the Town 
Center Area and are re-evaluating the tenant mix they originally proposed. They are seeking a 
tenant mix that will be unique, but also complimentary to the Endeavor 1890 Ranch Project.
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This aerial view along FM 1431 provides a glimpse of 
the concentrated growth and diversity of land use 
occurring between US 183 and CR 185.

 “What we’re experiencing right now is the synergy 
of everything [years of planning] coming together,” 
Brenda Eivens, Cedar Park city manager said. “There are 
a lot of good things happening.”

Arboleda 
Apartments

The 
Railyard

Cedar Park 
Library

Exclusive look at developments along FM 1431

Pages 18-19
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Imagine the intersection of US 183 and 
RM 620 as a four-way intersection with a 
blinking light at certain hours of the day. 
Parmer Lane doesn’t reach this far north, 
Lakeline Boulevard is non-existent and 
FM 1431 east of 183 is barely a paved road. 
It’s difficult to fathom this was the life of 
Cedar Park and Leander residents less 
than 20 years ago. 

The transportation improvements that 
have taken place in recent years help to ac-
commodate the exponential growth we are 
experiencing. To keep the pace, local lead-
ers are charged with determining which 

infrastructure improvements have priority 
and how the projects should be funded so 
the benefits aren’t overshadowed by the 
fiscal burden placed on taxpayers. 

When we think about transportation 
planning, we typically have city council 
members, commissioners or TxDOT rep-
resentatives at the top of the mind. Often 
overlooked are regional planners, like the 
Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization, that pull together the interests 
of the cities and counties to ensure an 
effective and efficient regional transporta-
tion system.   

CAMPO’s 2035 Mobility Plan empha-
sizes an “intricate link” between trans-
portation and land use. The location of 
transportation facilities and how they are 
designed, the report states, influences how 
land is developed. A prime example of 
this is FM 1431, on which we focus in our 
new feature, Community Corridors, with 
information on residential, commercial 

Claire Love

General 
Manager’s 
Note

Growth plan, new feature
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Leander should not be 
absorbed into Cedar Park. It 
has its own history. Call the 
union “Leander Cedar Park.”     

-Gregg Drake

I don’t think it would be 
good for either city. Both 
cities have put their roots 
deep and to take these roots 
and tear them up can only 
cause problems.

-Margot Bowen

One awesome suburb to 
Austin. Name it Celander 
Park.

 -Debbie

The two cities should 
remain single because they 
are individually different 
and just like people, cities 
also need to form their 
own identity. Cedar Park is 
growing in all ways while 
Leander is somewhat laid 
back which helps to keep 
the country feeling in tact. 

-Cheryl Paul

We would certainly get a 
lot of media attention and 
an influx of tourist money. 
“Come to Bagdad, Texas 
where the insurgents are 
civil!” -Cedar Park resident

Claire M. Love
General Manager

and transportation developments. 
FM 1431 could also be home to a water 

resort that, if approved, is anticipated to 
make a big splash by bringing thousands 
of visitors to Cedar Park each year. The 
concept includes water slides, a lazy river 
and a tree house hotel. Officials have 
made it a priority to make Cedar Park 
a destination where people can come to 
have fun and this resort is a step in that 
direction. 

We look forward to all the new and 
exciting stories 2007 holds, and we hope 
you find the way we cover those stories to 
be useful and informative. It is our New 
Year’s resolution to find ways to make 
each publication better and we encourage 
you to let us know how we’re doing. 
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MazdaSouth.com

Mazda
South

 SERVICE: 
M-F 7AM-6PM

Sat 8AM-3PM

 SALES: 
M-SAT

8:30AM-8PM

TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY

JUST SOUTH
OF HIGH
 PRICES!

JUST SOUTH
OF HIGH
 PRICES!YOUR CHOICE:

$15,999
$16,999 -$1,000

Finance Savings*Sale price

07 Mazda6i Sport, MSRP $19,525 - $1,000 rebate to dealer - $1,526 
dealer discount = $16,999 +TT&L.  06 MPV, MSRP $23,115 - $3,500 
rebate to dealer - $2,616 dealer discount = $16,999 +TT&L.  06 Tribute, 
MSRP $21,220 - $3,000 rebate to dealer - $1,221 dealer discount = 
$16,999 +TT&L.  *$1,000 finance savings available when financing 
thru MAC, with approved credit. Pictures for illustration only.

800-207-6534We’ll give 

you a price 

quote right 

over the 

phone

You owe it to 
yourself and your 

wallet to visit 
Mazda South 

before you buy.

‘06 MPV
‘06 Tribute

‘07 Mazda6
  Sport

ABS / EBD
Side Airbags
& Curtains
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St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s South Austin Hospital

St. David’s Medical Center 
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

www.stdavids.com

at

Know the warning signs of a heart attack:
• Uncomfortable pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain in the center
 of the chest that lasts more than a few minutes, or that goes away 
 and comes back.

• Discomfort in one or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach.

• Shortness of breath with or without chest discomfort.

• Breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.

Fir and only accredited
Chest Pain Emergency 
Centers in Central Texas.
In Central Texas, only St. David’s hospitals have 
met the rigorous standards required to become 
accredited Chest Pain Emergency Centers. That 
means faster diagnosis and treatment, specially 
trained cardiac personnel, and the latest technology 
to save precious minutes and save your heart. 
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by Mandy Hobby

CedAr PArk business - CedAr Perk COffee COMPAny

Coffee company a community gathering spot

Shaune Haas, owner.

200 Buttercup Creek Blvd., Ste 123
257-7088  • www.cedarperk.com

N oT  J u S T  A  Co f f E E  S H o P

Closer
    Look 

Cedar Perk
Coffee Co.

Buttercup Creek

Cedar Perk hosts the following:
5 Miler and Kids IK fun Run
•  Fall event for all ages; Proceeds 

go toward city hike and bike 
improvements and scholarships

occasional live music

Whether it is the local women’s book club discussing the 
latest best seller or the grandpa from Nebraska who has 
come in every year for nine years when he is in town visit-
ing his children, a conversation is always brewing inside 
Cedar Perk.

Cedar Perk Coffee Company opened in 1996 in the 
Commons at Buttercup Creek on US 183. Marilyn Fisher 
owned the coffee shop for eight years before turning it over 
to Michael and Shaune Haas in 2003.

“Marilyn wanted to open it because there wasn’t anything 
here at the time where local folks could go and get a good 
cup of coffee,” Haas said.

The Haas’ moved to Cedar Park from Iowa the same year 
Cedar Perk opened because of their jobs in the high-tech 
industry. However, in 2001, Michael lost his job and spent 
two years looking for another. 

“After going on interviews with 300 other people all ap-
plying for the same job with the same resume, he decided 
he wanted to do something a little less traditional,” Haas 
said. “He started working for an espresso distribution com-
pany and that’s how we started talking to Marilyn about 
taking over. It wasn’t a real dramatic thing; it was just the 
right time.”

Over a cup of coffee, Michael and Shaune took over the 

business.
“We took the opportunity to take over a turn-key op-

eration with a good reputation,” Shaune said. “How bad 
could that be?”

The shop not only serves coffee including a full espres-
so bar, it is also offers postal services. They offer catering 
services, smoothies, bubble teas, frozen hot chocolate, 24 
varieties of whole coffee beans, an in-house bakery, free 
WIFI, sandwiches and soup. They will also begin serving 
paninis this month.

“What really sets us apart from a place like Starbucks is 
that we bake all of our food,” Shaune said. “We are locally 
grown, locally-owned and operated and a community 
gathering spot.”

Shaune says that she likes to give back to the commu-
nity that has supported her small business over the years. 
All of the money raised from the annual 5 Miler and 1K 
Fun Run, more than $50,000, has gone to city hike and 
bike trail development, community police initiatives and 
scholarships for underprivileged youth at the Twin Lakes 
YMCA.

“My passion is to do whatever I can do to encourage 
small businesses and help them survive,” Shaune said. “I 
want to give back to the community that patrons us.”

Monthly ladies book club
•  Meets first Wednesday of the month 

at Cedar Perk

Cooking camp for kids
•  Three week-long summer camps for 

children ages 6-12 

Cypress Creek Brushy Creek

2006 Fun Run

• Locally owned and operated
Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 

Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Lake Creek Square Shopping Center

12129 FM 620, Suite 450, Austin, Texas 78750 • 512-250-5700
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7.20% OFF

ANY ONE ITEM

Additional Services Include:
• Live Cell Microscopy
• Ionic Detox - rid your body of heavy metals & toxins
• Neurofeedback - addressing ADD/ADHD, learning
   disorders, memory problems and many others

We carry a full line of natural vitamin, mineral, 
herbal and homeopathic supplements.

People who are serious about their vitamins rely on Apple A Day Health Shoppe.

At Apple A Day, we have the knowledge and 
experience to help you achieve and maintain 
your health care goals...naturally.

Excludes services.
May not be combined with any other offer.

At Apple A Day, your health is our first concern.

Apple A Day
HEALTH SHOPPE

Cedar Park Pediatric & Family Medicine
Complete Medical Care for Your Family

• Flu Shots - NOW AVAILABLE
• Same Day Appt. & Walk-in’s welcome
• Weekend & After Hours
• Doctors on Call 24/7
• Skin Lesion Removals & Biopsies
• Sports/Annual Physicals
• Asthma Care

www.cedarparkdoctors.com
345 Cypress Creek Road • Cedar Park, TX • 512.336.2777
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Cypress Creek Rd.

Cedar Park

Cameron King, MD
Board Certified Family Medicine 

Brent Cardwell, MD, FAAP
Board Certified Pediatric Medicine

Please welcome
Christina Killgoar, MD, FAAP
Board Certified Pediatric Medicine

S a t u r d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 0 7  •  11 a m  -  8 p m

You’re invited.
Come join us for wine tastings as 
we celebrate our Grand Opening.

13435 N. Hwy 183 #306 •  Austin, TX 78750
331-WINE • www.winestyles.net
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Fitness for Women
Owner Suzanne Brown changed the name of ShapeX-

press fitness center to Cypress Creek Fitness for Wom-
en. The center located across from Austin Community 
College at 1540 Cypress Creek Road offers kickboxing, 
yoga, belly dancing, Pilates, boot camp, massages, tan-
ning and a sauna. Call 535-2791 or visit www.ccfitness.
biz for more information.

Waterloo Ice House
Waterloo Ice House will open a new location soon in 

Avery Ranch. The breakfast, lunch and dinner restau-
rant will offer burgers, chicken and hill country platters 
in The Plaza at Avery Ranch, at the northwest corner of 
Avery Ranch Boulevard and Parmer Lane. Visit www.
waterlooicehouse.com for more information.

National Night Out
The Cedar Park Police Department and the City of 

Cedar Park received an award last month recogniz-
ing the city’s support and participation in the annual 
National Night Out event held in August. Cedar Park 
had more than 3,000 residents participating in 41 block 
parties and other events last year. The city placed sixth 
in the national standings and third in Texas. NNO is 
designed to heighten crime and drug prevention aware-
ness and strengthen neighborhood spirit. Visit www.
natw.org for more information.

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

CedAr PArk business - CedAr Perk COffee COMPAny

Coffee company a community gathering spot

6

Private Preschool
A new preschool and day care broke ground last 

month and will open in June. The Primrose School 
is a private preschool with more than 150 locations 
across the U.S. The school is located at 910 N. Vista 
Ridge. Call 1-800-PRIMROSE or visit www.primros-
eschools.com for more information.
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Spring Hill Restaurant
The Commons at Buttercup Creek shopping center 

at US 183 and Buttercup Creek will welcome a new 
tenant. Spring Hill Restaurant will open its fourth 
Austin area location in the old La Fiesta space. Known 
for their fried catfish, Spring Hill offers entrees like 
shrimp, chicken fried steak and chicken fried chicken. 
Owner Carroll Humphrey said he has been looking at 
a location in Cedar Park for three to four years and is 
excited to open early next month.

   Bikes for Area Kids
Shooters Billiards, in the Railyard Shopping Center, 

601 E. Whitestone Blvd., worked with the Hill Coun-
try Christmas Bureau and Blue Santa to purchase 100 
bikes for Cedar Park and Leander children. Custom-
ers, employees and friends contributed. The bikes were 
presented, Dec. 14.

New Breakaway Park Tenants
A new periodontist and oral surgeon opened their 

offices last month in Breakaway Park at 209 Denali 
Pass. Dr. David Reeves, Ste. A, offers periodontal 
services and Dr. Gary Reinhardt, Ste. B, offers oral 
surgery, removal of impacted teeth, implant placement 
and digital radiography. To make an appointment or 
for more information, call Dr. Reeves at 528-1400 or 
Dr. Reinhardt at 259-6878.

3   
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Police Chief Henry Fluck, NNO mascot, Councilmember Matt Powell and Mayor 
Bob Lemon

11am - 9pm Sun-Thu • 11am - 10pm Fri-Sat

• Fresh, Made-to-Order, Wok-cooked Pan-Asian Cuisine 
• Flavor-packed Appetizers, Soups, Salads, Signature Entrées and Noodle Bowls 
• Fast Casual Counter Service by day, Relaxing Table Service by night 
• Quality Beer, Wine and Sake options 
• Come try our new Steam Bowls with side dipping sauces!

New locatioN
at Slaughter & S. iH-35
opening in January

The Best “Fu” 
in Town!
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11301 Lakeline Blvd.  (Home Depot Center) • 637-6771 • MamaFusAustin.com
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by Mandy Hobby

leAnder business - burt WitCher JeWelers

Learned gemologist continues family tradition

Burt Witcher, owner.

107 uS 183
259-5300  • www.burtwitcher.com

I N T E R N E T  S I T E

Closer
    Look 

Burt Witcher also sells 
collegiate licensed 
UT jewelry on his Web site 
www.utjewelry.com.

Years before Burt Witcher opened his jewelry store 
in Leander last June, he was hunting for rocks with his 
father in the land surrounding their south Texas home. As 
a child, his father taught him to cut and polish petrified 
wood and rocks which they later sold.

“My dad was the rock hound and I was the pebble 
puppy,” Witcher recalls. “That’s how this whole business 
got started.”

Witcher’s family has been in the jewelry business since 
1968, when his mother and father opened a store in Port 
Lavaca, TX. He began working in the jewelry store when 
he was 10-years-old.

“I started out sweeping and cleaning the counters. The 
first thing I really learned to do was engraving. Then, I 
was on to goldsmithing and diamond settings,” Witcher 
said.

Witcher’s love for gems continued into adulthood. In 
1974, he moved to New York City to attend a one-year 
program to become a graduate gemologist at the Gem-
ologist Institute of America. While in school, he worked 
for an international diamond dealer, Lazare Kaplan, and 
learned the intricacies of grading diamonds using a dia-
mond loop. 

“I sat across from a 75-year-old man who had been 
grading diamonds all of his life,” Witcher said. “He helped 
me learn to do everything and do it right.”

After school, Witcher moved back to Texas. He opened 
his first store in Cuero in 1986 after his father’s retirement. 
Before moving to Austin in 2001, he owned two other 
stores in Port Lavaca and Edna along with the Cuero 
store. 

Witcher said he chose to open his store in its pres-
ent location on US 183 because of Leander’s growth and 
because he could custom build his own space. He works 
alongside his mother, C.K. Witcher, continuing the trade 
he was trained to do since he was a little boy.

 “I have always been fascinated with gems and loved 
diamonds,” Witcher said. “I enjoy retail and interacting 
with the public. I also get to create and design.”

The store offers jewelry repair, custom design, certi-
fied diamonds, appraisals, watch batteries and repairs 
and special orders. Witcher also carries Pandora jewelry, 
handcrafted Danish charms, bracelets, necklaces, earrings 
and rings.

South St.

Burt Witcher

OFFERING FREE MONTHLY 
ARTHRITIS SEMINARS
CALL 512-439-1039 

FOR DETAILS
office locations in: 

austin • westlake

round rock • cedar park

APPOINTMENTS:  (512) 439-1001
w w w . t x o r t h o . c o m

PHYSIcAL MEdIcINE & 
REHAbILITATION:
John Obermiller, M.d.
brian back, M.d.

RHEUMATOLOGY:
Stephanie booth, M.d.

ORTHOPEdIc SURGERY:  barbara bergin, M.d.; Frosty Moore, M.d.;
Peter Garcia, Jr., M.d.; Richard Lutz, d.O.; carolyn Hyde, M.d.; bradley
Adams, d.O.; Scott Smith, M.d.; Robert Foster, M.d.; Marc deHart, M.d.;
brannan Smoot, M.d.

Loans with no W-2 available from 12/29/06 to 1/26/07. W-2 required after 1/26/07. Loan up to $1,900 provided by Santa Barbara Bank & Trust, 
a division of Pacific Capital Bank N.A., or HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Subject to credit approval, terms & conditions.  Estimate federal tax refund 
required to qualify.  Bank & Jackson Hewitt fees deducted from loan proceeds.  Most offices are independently owned & operated, available  
at participating locations. Coupon CODE 4HXLK

HOW FAST CAN
YOU GET MONEY?
HOW FAST CAN 
YOU GET HERE?
Get a Money Now  Loan.SM

•  There’s no faster way to get money at tax time
•  FREE electronic filing with paid tax preparation
•  We find all the credits & deductions you deserve
•  More refund & loan options to choose from 

Visit us at www.jacksonhewitt.com

605 South Bell #108
Cedar Park TX
512-335-4411

303 South Hwy 183
Just down from Exxon! In Leander
512-260-8833

Highway 1431 @ 183
Inside Super Wal-Mart during Tax Season!
512-260-5862

SAVE $25.00
ON TAX PREPARATION WITH THIS COUPON.
Valid on federal tax preparation at participating locations.  May not be 
combined with any other offer.  Please present at time of preparation.

EXPIRATION DATE:  4/17/07

For other offices 1-800-234-1040•

FM 2243

S U M M I TS U M M I T
SHOWCASE 

CR 272

Leander Dr.

Cedar Park

N

1431

CR 272

Leander Dr.

Cedar Park

N

1431

odi
la

S l
ECypress

Creek Rd.

Lake Line Blvd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

N

S
U

M
M

I
T

S
U

M
M

I
T



JANUARY  2007 7impAct News.com

     Cash in the Attic
The hit TV show on the Home and Garden Network, 

Cash in the Attic, is coming to Leander with an expert 
appraiser to get the best price for items. Hammer Down 
Auctions, a new auction house, was chosen to be the 
auction house for the TV show when they film later this 
month or early next month. For more information, visit 
the house at 9220B FM 2243, call 528-9119 or visit 
www.hammerdownauction.com.

News or questions about Leander? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.
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Impact  
 Leander

Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Rock Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s c a n c e r c e n t e r r o u n d r o c k . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Catherine S. Wu, M.D.
Radiation Oncology
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secure in the vehicle. For more information, contact 
Cynthia Guerrero at 248-3252 or e-mail cguerrero@
wcchd.org.

Park & Ride
Capital Metro’s Leander Park & Ride at US 183 and 

FM 2243 is slated to open Jan. 29 with grand opening 
celebrations planned for February. Park & Ride facili-
ties allow commuters to park their automobiles in 
accessible locations near their home and take a choice 
of multiple routes into downtown Austin. The facility 
will service Routes 983, 986 and 987. For more infor-
mation, visit www.capmetro.com or call 474-1200. See 
page 13 for bus rate information.

 Tax Services
Jackson Hewitt, income tax preparation services, 

opened a new location at 303 US 183 last month. 
The company offers electronic filing, individual and 
federal income tax preparation and facilitates related 
financial products. Visit www.jacksonhewitt.com or 
call 260-8833 for more information.

A New Leaf
A new florist shop opened this month in the Old Town 

Leander Center next to Leander Realty. A New Leaf relo-
cated from Austin and is a full service florist offering gift 
items, as well as arrangements for weddings and parties. 
Call 459-7673 for more information.

      
       TxTag Commission

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority 
launched a program allowing local groups to raise mon-

ey by selling TxTag transponders. Under the program, 
community groups will earn a commission of $2 for each 
transponder registered on their behalf between Jan. 1 and 
June 30. The promotion is offered to community groups 
located near the new US 183A toll road scheduled to open 
in March as the first project financed and constructed by 
CTRMA. Call 996-9778 for more information.

Children’s Health Festival 
 The Williamson County & Cities Health District will 

host their 5th Annual Children’s Health Festival Feb. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Dell Diamond Heritage 
Center in Round Rock.  Families can obtain information 
about resources available in the community regarding 
children’s health, safety and nutrition. Parents can get 
their car seat checked to make sure their child’s seat is 
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DOMINO’S PIZZA
in North Leander:

260-7111 •  Hwy 183 & FM 2243
Now Hiring - sign on bonus. 

Ask for details.  EOE

Ask for our ImPACT carry-out special:
1 Large, 1 Topping Pizza just $5.99.

Limited time only
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Future regional growth
CONTINUED FROM |1

 The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization is the regional transportation planning group responsible for 
coordinating the efforts of transportation agencies in Williamson, Travis and Hays counties. It provides planning and air 
quality services and serves as a forum for setting priorities for spending federal transportation dollars. CAMPO has a staff 
of 15 who report to a 23-member Transportation Policy Board. A Technical Advisory Committee of representatives from 
the region’s cities and counties, as well as transportation agencies assists the Board in developing and evaluating plans.

Area population is expected to double to 2.75 million people by 2030.
Rail and truck traffic will increase as more goods move across and within Central Texas.

• By law, the cost of all transportation projects in the 2035 Plan cannot exceed $23 billion in transportation revenue that is 
anticipated over the next 25 years. This amount covers transit and roadway expansions as well as operations, maintenance 
and transportation programs.
• Revenues to fund highways are shrinking relative to demand.
• State and federal gasoline taxes are set at 38.4 cents per gallon and do not increase with inflation or gas prices. Even 
a moderate increase in the gas tax- which the 2030 Plan anticipates- will not fully make up for rising facility costs and 
increasing fuel efficiency over time.
• The CAMPO 2035 Plan assumes that some new roads and express lanes will be tolled. The CAMPO 2035 Plan does not 
include any toll lanes beyond those that were approved prior to 2005; however, all future freeway lane construction will 
need to be evaluated for toll feasibility.

Gonzalo Barrientos, Chair
Dwight Thompson, Vice Chair
Steve Ogden, State Senator
Dan Gattis, State Representative
Dawnna Dukes, State Representative
Terry Keel, State Representative
Todd Baxter, State Representative
Elliot Naishtat, State Representative

Mark Strama, State Representative
Eddie Rodriguez, State Representative
Mike Krusee, State Representative
Sam Biscoe, Travis County
Karen Sonleitner, Travis County
Gerald Daugherty, Travis Country
Frankie Limmer, Williamson County
Jim Powers, Hays County

Will Wynn, City Mayor of Austin
Betty Dunkerley, Mayor Pro Tem of Austin
Brewster McCracken, City of Austin
Danny Thomas, City of Austin
Nyle Maxwell, City Mayor of Round Rock
John Trevino, Capital Metro
Bob Daigh, TxDot District Engineer

2006 Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Transportation Policy Board

What is CAMPO?

Changes Ahead

Funding Challenges

ies, counties, Capital Metro, Capital Area 
Rural Transportation System and the Texas 
Department of Transportation in 1973. 
CAMPO helped fund projects in the area 
like the expansion of Brushy Creek Road, 
the new US 183A toll road, and Leander’s 
transit-oriented development. 
CAMPO Mobility 2035 Plan 

CAMPO representatives presented a re-
gional growth plan last year through four 
workshops in Round Rock, San Marcos, 
Austin and Bastrop. The plan is a compre-
hensive blueprint for transportation sys-
tems and services in Williamson, Hays and 
Travis counties to manage population and 
traffic congestion for the next 25 years. It 
integrates information from Envision Cen-
tral Texas’ concept of planning pedestrian-
friendly town centers and distributing em-
ployment throughout the region. 

According to CAMPO statistics, the 
population in the tri-county area will 
double by 2035, taking the total number of 
people from its current 1.4 million to 2.75 
million. 

The presentation suggested creating ac-
tivity centers within densely populated ar-
eas to organize traffic and population. An 
activity center, much like downtown Aus-
tin or downtown Bastrop would be a mix 
of restaurants, residences and businesses 
tailored to the local area. 

“The focused growth and activity centers 
will provide a greater mix of housing, and 

businesses will be closer to where people 
live,” Stephanie Greathouse, CAMPO se-
nior planner, said. “They will minimize in-
frastructure costs and create a unique sense 
of place for current and future residents.” 

Greathouse said that as of right now 
there is $23 billion allocated to a mix of 
future transportation improvements. How-
ever, she added that amount of money is 
not enough to reduce traffic congestion by 
2035. 

“The more people we have, the more 
congestion we will have,” Michael Aulick, 
CAMPO executive director, said. “We also 
have to look at the price of gas going up, the 
air quality and the environment.”
Mobility Plan Concerns 

The Transportation Policy Board, a col-
lection of local city council members, may-
ors, county commissioners, state senators, 
state representatives and transportation 
provider representatives such as Capital 
Metro asked for suggestions from residents 
in the tri-county area. 

Seventy-three percent of citizens re-
sponded that they like the idea of growth 
through activity centers. However, many 
voiced concerns about CAMPO’s role in 
transportation planning and funding and 
the dependence on developers.

Citizens were worried that commercial, 
retail and residential developers would 
not be a guarantee for designated activity 
centers. One resident said that allocating a 
certain area as an activity center would be 
changing where people want to live. The 
concern was the uncertainty that develop-
ers would, in fact, build around an activity 

center.
Greathouse said that CAMPO is aware 

of the concerns and knows that developers 
will go where the people are and the activity 
centers are placed where the most growth is 
expected to occur.

“CAMPO deals with very hard and con-
troversial issues in trying to provide trans-
portation options for the future,” Howell 
said. “It is always difficult when trying to 

accomplish something for everyone.”
Greathouse, along with Aulick, are 

working to refine the CAMPO Growth 
Concept draft using the public feedback 
and will present a final revised draft to the 
Policy Board later this year. Greathouse 
said that assuming the Board approves the 
concept, they will then seek support of the 
concept from cities and counties. 
For more information, visit www.campotexas.org.

• On-site X-ray, Lab, and EKG

• Most health plans accepted

• All patients seen by a physician

• No appointment needed

Brushy Creek Rd

Avery Ranch Blvd
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www.austinurgentcare.com
Hours: 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. – 7 days a week – 365 days a year • 10625 Parmer Lane, Suite D400

512.733.9400

Health care when you need it

512.733.9400
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any service
Expires 2/15/07

25 years experience in all phases of concrete

patios • 
sidewalks •
driveways •

walls •
steps •

pool decks •
concrete landscape borders •

textures • 
custom stains & finishes •

resurfacing •
restoration • 

garage epoxy systems •
driveway restoration •

512.940.6018

We Autograph Our Work with Excellence

Spray texture on existing driveway
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fort children who feel anxious while at the center.
Children usually come to the center under stressful 

circumstances, but the staff does their best to make the 
children comfortable. The statements from children three 
to 17 are recorded so they are not required to repeat their 
story multiple times. County police and prosecutors then 
use these interviews as evidence in alleged abuse cases. 

 “We have a very good working relation-
ship with the Center,” John Hawkins, Cedar 
Park detective, said. “The trained inter-
viewers know the right way to ask ques-
tions, how to get answers without leading 
the child, and on the prosecution side that 
helps us make a strong case and put bad 
guys in jail.” 

The staff has interviewed almost 500 chil-
dren in 2006, a significant increase from 
past years. Jones says part of the reason is 
the rapid growth of Williamson County 
and an overall increase in reported abuse 
cases. 

“We have also partnered with more agen-
cies in the county that use us as a place to 

by WHitney broadWell

nOn-PrOfit - WilliAMsOn COunty Children’s AdvOCACy Center

 Children’s center helps victims of abuseCloser
    Look 

interview children who may have witnessed crimes,” she 
said.

Because of the growth, the Advocacy Center is set to 
expand from its current building to a 7,500 sq. ft. space on 
the Inner Loop in Georgetown near the Juvenile Justice 
Center.     

At first glance, the waiting room of the Williamson 
County Children’s Advocacy Center looks a lot like a 
neighborhood day care center.  Comfortable chairs and 
colorful children’s drawings line the walls, as well as a 
mural of an idyllic forest scene with animals.  

“We want the kids that come here to feel comfortable 
from the moment they walk through the door,” Jerri 
Jones, executive director, said. “This is a child-friendly 
space.”

Located in a small house on University Avenue in 
Georgetown, the Advocacy Center is a non-profit orga-
nization. In operation since 1998, the center works in 
tandem with other agencies, such as police and Child Pro-
tective Services.  It provides vital assistance for children 
in Williamson County who have been victims of abuse or 
witnesses to abuse and other crimes. 

Despite the name, the center is not a government-run 
facility. With a small, but dedicated staff of trained inter-
viewers, the center provides a safe environment for chil-
dren to come and talk about possible abuse. The waiting 
room in the small house leads into a play room, a small 
kitchenette with snacks for waiting parents and guardians 
and an interview room with stuffed animals ready to com-

Rendering of future center.

Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center

Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center
406 W. university Ave. • Georgetown, TX 78626

930-1933 • http://wcportals.wilco.org/cac/

forest

university Ave.

A
ustin Ave.

Advocacy
Center

I f  yo u  S u S P E C T  C H I L D  A B u S E  o R  N E G L E C T:
· DO listen to the child and be aware of your reactions

· DO report child abuse suspicions to law enforcement or the Texas 
Child Abuse Hotline # 1-800-252-5400

· DO NOT try to investigate or obtain information from others

· DO NOT confront the accused abuser or notify anyone other than 
authorities 

Whether you’re a parent, a 

relative, a friend or a neighbor, you can provide a child you care

about with their very own health coverage. Our Young Texan

Health Plan offers comprehensive medical coverage, an optional

prescription drug plan, immunizations and routine exams– all

with no claim forms, deductibles or co-insurance. You can’t ask

for more comprehensive coverage and friendlier service than 

that. For information on a plan that’s right for you, call us at

(866)522-2516 or visit us at www.swhp.org.

Three Skinned Knees, 
One Broken Arm, 

And Their Own Health Plan.

Young Texan Health Plans

Named the highest ranked Health Plan in Texas 
by U.S.News & World Report1.

1U.S.News & World Report/NCQA “America’s Best” Health Plans 2006. 

“America’s Best” Health Plans is a trademark of U.S.News & World Report.

SWHPG057_young texan ad  1/8/07  3:58 PM  Page 1
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Opening a large water resort was not 
something Rick Redmond always planned. 
It is a dream that evolved from a history of 
business endeavors. 

Redmond began his career as a dentist 
in 1977 after graduating from Southern 

Methodist University and Baylor College of Dentistry in Dallas. 
About the same time he began to invest in different busi-
nesses, mimicking his family’s tradition of self-employment. 
He opened restaurants, gas stations, real estate investments 
and a baseball umpiring school in Arizona. He also started 
Lone Star Café, Inc. in 1980. 

“Some of my investments have been great and some 
haven’t, but I have learned a lot from these experiences,” he 
said. 

Although still a dentist consultant, he sold his practice in 
the early 1990s and bought Volente Beach as a water club, 
restaurant and marina. He soon found the business in its 
out-of-the way location could not sustain itself. While taking 
his kids to Schlitterbahn, he realized the potential market he 

future of Cedar Park.”
City staff, the council and Redmond will continue to 

work with concerned residents and landowners, as well as 
to make the PUD language as detailed as possible until the 
final vote next month.

If the council approves the PUD and the annexation, 
Redmond anticipates his investors will give their approval 
to move forward with purchasing the property.

Even at that point, both the city and the project develop-
ers will still have work to finish, including handling traffic 
concerns, finalizing designs and financing and ensuring 
every aspect meets city ordinances. 

“I think we have some obstacles and hurdles before we get 

there, but if we can overcome those, then I think we have a 
good chance of getting this,” Brewer said. “I don’t think at 
this point any of those obstacles are insurmountable.”

Volente Beach
16107 FM 2769

258-5109

Water park and hotel
CONTINUED FROM |1

FM 1431

FM 1431

Sam Bass Rd.

Parm
er Ln

.

Co. rd. 175

Proposed water 
park and hotel site

Rick Redmond

Redmond would like for the water park to open by Sum-
mer 2008, the hotel to follow by that Christmas and to add 
the town center three years later. For him, none of it will 
come too soon. He has already visited for a year with the 
city’s economic development director Phil Brewer to dis-
cuss the different elements of the endeavor.

Originally, Redmond looked at the city because 40 per-
cent of Volente Beach’s season pass holders lived in Cedar 
Park. Although he has investigated other options in dif-
ferent parts of the state, Cedar Park is Redmond’s first 
choice.

“I think everyone is pretty sold on Central Texas,” he 
said.

If all goes as anticipated, he hopes to purchase the prop-
erty by Feb. 15. Before that happens he will need coopera-
tion from the City Council because the 70 acres he wants to 
buy is zoned for commercial- or office-use only. A 10-acre 
portion is not even within city limits and must be annexed 
from Cedar Park’s extra-territorial jurisdiction.

So far everything has fallen into place. Last month, the 
city’s Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously 
voted to form the area into a planned unit development, 
which creates unique guidelines and standards for a spe-
cific project to be built in the designated land. In this case, 
the PUD is Redmond’s water park.

At the Jan. 11 city council meeting, residents surround-
ing the proposed PUD voiced concerns in a public hearing. 
Even though most of the residents live in Round Rock’s ex-
tra-territorial jurisdiction, they asked the council to con-
sider their noise, privacy and lighting fears.

“Certainly, we all want to see a project that the city, the 
developers and the residents can all be proud of,” Duane 
Smith, Cedar Park transportation and planning director, 
said. “We also want to be as protective as we can for the 

The Visionary could access. Redmond bought two slides from the New 
Braunfel’s attraction and Volente Beach became an official 
water park. Now the five-acre site includes sandy beaches, 
volleyball courts, a children’s swimming playground and a 
basketball court, along with the park’s original features.

Besides business, he enjoys his family. He married his 
wife, Jill more than 30 years ago after they met while 
working in a restaurant. They have four children and a 
daughter-in-law. 

“My motto is think it, do it, live it,” he said. “You only live 
once. Be happy, healthy and wise.”
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I ordered the Pollo Poblano ($9.25), a charbroiled 
chicken breast sautéed in mushrooms, onions, poblano 
peppers and Monterrey Jack cheese with a lightly spiced 
cream sauce drizzled on top. Mexican rice, beans and fresh 
cilantro completed this delicious meal. 

We also chose the Enchiladas Verdes ($7.75), two corn 
tortillas generously stuffed with chicken and topped with 
a fresh tomatillo sauce and sour cream, and served with 
guacamole, Mexican rice and beans. 

The Carne Guisada ($8.99) was a generous portion of 
beef tips smothered in spicy chili gravy with pico de gallo 
served with a side of rice and refried beans. The fresh flour 
tortillas made this dish a real hit.

For dessert, we opted for the Flan ($2.95), a perfectly 
prepared custard veiled with caramelized sugar and cinna-
mon and Sopapillas (three for $3.25, or six for $4.50). These 
perfectly puffed pastries were sprinkled with confectioner’s 
sugar and served with honey. These dessert choices would 
be a wonderful treat any time of day or night.

Festive atmosphere, friendly, attentive service and a 
diverse menu of authentic Mexican food explains why 
Guadalajara’s patrons are so loyal. 

by deb arnold

GuAdAlAJArA MexiCAn restAurAnt

Mexican restaurant lets patrons feel at home

When Domingo Sanchez opened Guadalajara Mexican 
Restaurant on Cypress Creek Road in 2001, he wasn’t 
just bringing great Mexican food to Cedar Park – he was 
continuing a family tradition. 

Domingo and his family have restaurants scattered 
throughout Texas, the first of which opened 15 years ago 
in El Campo. They also have Austin-area locations in 
Lakeway and Bastrop. 

The owners have created a feeling of a Mexican market 
with colorfully painted walls and booths and Mexican 
puppets and pinatas hanging from the ceiling. There is a 
woman behind the counter making tortillas.

Shortly after we were seated, Domingo stopped by our 
table to see if all was to our satisfaction. Domingo feels it 
is important to make all his customers feel at home, so he 
makes sure to stop by each table to welcome them.

“Our regulars become like family to us,” Domingo said. 
“They come in and call me by my first name. That feels 
good.” 

From the extensive choice of appetizers, we decided 
on the El Campo Nachos (six for $6.75), a sumptuous 
combination of grilled beef and chicken on large fried 
corn tortillas with refried beans, Monterrey Jack cheese, 
lettuce, tomatoes, jalapenos and guacamole.

Domingo Sanchez, manager

Guadalajara Mexican Restaurant
1525 Cypress Creek Road

219-5244
Sunday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.    friday & Saturday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Daily Lunch Buffet: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
friday Night Dinner Buffet: 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Happy Hour: Monday-friday, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

W H AT  M A K E S  G uA D A L A J A R A  u N I q u E , A CCo R D I N G  To  D o M I N G o :

Cypress C
reek

Guadalajara

Five locations in 
Williamson County

ARC Cedar Park 
259-3467

*NEW* ARC Discovery 
528-2300

ARC Hutto 
512-846-1244 or 

877-846-1244

ARC Pflugerville 
989-2680

ARC Round Rock 
244-9024

AUSTIN REGIONAL CLINIC 2006 AWARDS
Austin’s Best Doctors, Austin Monthly
Texas Super Doctors, Texas Monthly

Best Health Care, The Austin Chronicle 2006 Reader’s Poll
Best Places to Work Award, Austin Business Journal

Best Practices in Diabetes Care Recognition, American Medical Group Association (AMGA)
Distinguished Surgeons of the Year, Austin Area Association of PeriOperative Registered Nurses (AORN)

2006 Communication Advocate Award, Communication Services for the Deaf (CSD) 

For more information visit AustinRegionalClinic.com or ARC-INFO (512.272.4636)

The ARC Advantage

In 2006, Austin Regional Clinic worked hard to keep the community healthy and our employees 
happy, and were awarded for our hard work. This year we look forward to improving upon our past 
accomplishments. Above all we thank our loyal patients, our hardworking employees and the entire 
community. We could not be here without you. 

1. Homemade tortillas made in the restaurant daily

2. Food made fresh from scratch

3.  “All you can eat” lunch buffet featuring fajitas, enchiladas,  
quesadillas and sopapillas

4. Friday night dinner buffet featuring fried shrimp, stuffed crab, fajitas 
and enchiladas

Lakeline B
lvd

Neighborhood
         Dining
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We’re changing the landscape of Texas health care
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Parmer Lane

RM 620

Lakeline Mall Dr.Lakeline Blvd.

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Brushy Creek Rd.

Park Street

New Hope

CR 272

CR 175

RM 2243

RM
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183

TxTag
$1.35
Cash
$1.50

TxTAG now on sale
TxTag gives you easy access to toll roads throughout Texas, by 
letting you pay your tolls electronically from a prepaid account.  
This eliminates stopping at toll booths or searching for change. 
Purchase a TxTag by visiting www.txtag.org or by calling 1-888-
GoTxTag (1-888-468-9824).  An initial payment of $20 is required 
for TxTag to work throughout Texas. An Account Management 
Card is provided to TxTag customers making it easy to check your 
account balance and make payments online or by phone. 

Cedar Park

N

Leander

Map prepared by Tiffany Knight
© 2006 Community Impact Newspaper.  
All rights reserved.

FM 1431

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

1

PAY TOLL

CASH

TOLL            PLAZA

TXtag

ONLY
TXtag

ONLY
TXtag

ONLY

LAST FREE EXIT

Lakeline Mall
Dr

EXIT      ONLY

183

TxTag

45¢
No option to 
pay cash.

Drivers heading north on U.S. 183 that do not want 
to access the toll road will take the “last free exit” at 
Lakeline Mall Dr.  The northbound frontage of 183A 
will reconnect with U.S. 183 just after Avery Ranch 
Blvd.

The Park Street plaza will provide express lanes for 
TxTag customers, whereas cash customers will pull 
into a plaza to pay at an attended booth or exact 
change lane.

Tolled entrance

Tolled exit

Non-tolled entrance ramp

Non-tolled exit ramp

Toll plaza    

TxTag Only mainline

Source:  Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority

Future toll road

183A opens to traffic March 2007 
including the frontage roads that 

run north of 1431 to the South 
San Gabriel River.

A  v i e w  f r o m  1 8 3 A

FM 22
43

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

Parm
er Lane

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
45¢
Cash:  
50¢

TxTag
67.5¢
Cash:  
75¢

TxTag
67.5¢
Cash:  
75¢

Comprehensive 
toll road Map 

in the August ‘06 
issue. Online at 

impactnews.com

Inside  C a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  t X ta g ,  C a p i t a l  M e t r o ,  s t r e e t  s l a n g

t X ta g p u b l i C  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

how to order a txtag
Visit www.gotxtag.org or call 1-888-GoTxTag

An initial payment of $20 is required for TxTag to work throughout 
Texas. An account management card is provided to customers 
making it easy to check your account balance and make payments 
online or by phone.

toll rates
US 183A: $1.50 Cash, $1.35 with TxTag

All ramps $.50 Cash, $.45 with TxTag

toll road calendar
March: US 183A opens to traffic, including frontage roads that run 
north of FM 1431 to the South San Gabriel River

AutoPay
When your TxTag balance drops below a certain pre-set level, this 
free service will automatically replenish your account and charge 
your credit card. 

toll lane lights
Some toll plazas will have a system of lights that indicate your 
account status. Green lets you know you have money and your 
account has been charged, yellow that your account is low, and red 
that your account is empty or not working and that you need to pay 
cash.

Compatibility
Your TxTag will also work on Houston and Dallas tollways, but only 
keep one toll tag on your car at a time to prevent double charges.

new residents who own Motor vehiCles Must title/register their vehiCles within 
30 days of moving to Texas. 
to register your vehiCle, follow the steps below: Proof of insurance is required.

1.  Get a vehicle inspection.
2.  Show inspection certification and proof of insurance to county 
tax office.

      Williamson County: 904 S. Main St., Georgetown • 943-1602
3.  Provide the vehicle’s odometer reading if less than 10 years old.
4.  Present an original out-of-state title or current foreign/military 
ownership document. If title is unavailable, take your registration 
document and proof of sales tax payment.
5.  Submit a vehicle title/registration form.
registration fee: title application fee of $28 or $33, depending on the 
county, and new resident tax of $90.
Additional fees may also be due at the time of registration. For 
more information, contact county tax office. For information about 
the new resident tax, contact the Comptroller of Public Accounts.

exCeptions: You are not required to title or register your vehicle if you are a non-
resident active duty member of the U.S. Armed Forces or non-resident full-time 
student attending a Texas college or university. 

registering your vehicle

Information To travel on a Capital Metro bus, arrive at the stop 10-15 
minutes early. Plan your route in advance by visiting www.
capmetro.org or call 474-1200.  CapMetro buses do not stop 
in Cedar Park.

route 983 destinations (n. us 183 express*)
•  Leander Park & Ride** 
•  Northwest Park & Ride 
•  Pavilion Park & Ride 
•  Great Hills Park & Ride 
•  Arboretum 

Capital Metro routes

fares

Obtaining a texas driver license 
new residents Moving into texas, who have a valid driver license from 
their home state, have 30 days to secure a Texas driver license. 
appliCants age 18 and over with a valid out-of-state driver liCense Must:

• Provide proof of identity.
• Provide proof of social security number.
• Provide proof of Texas vehicle registration and liability insurance,  
if you own a vehicle. 
• Complete required forms available at Texas driver license offices.

 North Austin:  6121 North Lamar, Austin • 512-424-2076
 Northwest Austin:  13730 Research Blvd., Austin • 512-506-2847 
 Georgetown:  515 Pine Street, Georgetown •  512-863-5816

•Pay the required fee: Under 18 - $5; 18 and older - $24 
•Pass a vision exam.

• If you have a VALID out-of-state license in your possession, it must 
be surrendered at the driver license office.
• If you have never been licensed or have an EXPIRED out-of-state 
license, you will be required to pass both the written and driving 
exams, in addition to a vision test.

•  Seton Medical Center 
•  University of Texas
•  Downtown Austin 

route 986 destinations (leander direct via ih 35)
•  Leander Park & Ride** 
•  University of Texas 
•  Downtown 

route 987 destinations (leander nW express*)
•  Leander Park & Ride** 
•  Northwest Park & Ride 
•  Seton Medical Center 
•  University of Texas 
•  Downtown 
*The Express buses are provided with WIFI.
**Leander Park & Ride is tentatively planned to open Jan. 29, with 
grand opening celebrations to take place in February.

•  Local Service - 50 cents 
•  Express Service - $1 
For discount fares for senior citizens, children, students and 

persons with disabilities, visit the Web site. Frequent rider discount 
packages are also available, along with special transit services.

Purchase passes online at capmetro.org

•  US 183 = Bell Boulevard, Research Boulevard, Ed Bluestein Blvd.
•  San Gabriel Parkway = CR 274
•  FM 1431 = Whitestone Boulevard, University Boulevard
•  FM 1325 = Louis Henna Boulevard, Burnet Road, MoPac
•  Parmer Lane = Ronald Reagan Boulevard, FM 734
•  E. Crystal Falls Parkway = CR 272
•  CR 180 = New Hope Road

Whether you want to save for the future, get the right personal loan, use exclusive online and telephone

banking services, or enjoy the convenience of ATMs and branches nationwide, we can help. Why wait for

someday? Talk with your local Wells Fargo banker, call 512-336-4882 or 512-344-3169, or visit wellsfargo.com today.

© 2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Talk with a Wells Fargo 
banker and get where 
you want to go.

106085

10x6.5

4c

106085 10x6.5 4c  11\3\06  9:04 AM  Page 1

s t r e e t  s l a n g
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C e d a r  p a r kl e a n d e r
Historical  

Born at the Jenks-Branch community 
near Leander in 1870 to parents who 
were former slaves, William “Bill” Pickett 
is credited with originating the modern 
rodeo contest of bulldogging (steer wres-
tling).

Riding his horse Spradley, Pickett would 
come alongside a longhorn steer’s head, 
twist its head toward the sky, and bite its 
upper lip to get full control. Cowdogs of 

the bulldog breed were known to bite the 
lips of cattle to subdue them. That’s how 
Pickett’s technique got the name of “bull-
dogging.”  He perfected this method of 
bulldogging, as well as roping and riding, 
and was soon giving exhibitions and pass-
ing the hat for donations.

Pickett, performing as the “Dusky De-
mon,” exhibited his bulldogging at rodeos 
and fairs throughout Texas and the West, 
creating a sensation at the 1904 Cheyenne 

Pickett pioneers rodeo
by JiM dawson

Anderson’s Mill
by JiM dawson

Bill Pickett, first African-American in Natl. Rodeo Hall of Fame

Impact

Frontier Days, then America’s best known 
rodeo.  Capitalizing on his fame, Pickett 
contracted in 1905 to perform at the 101 
Ranch Wild West Show and moved his 
wife and their nine children to the ranch 
in Oklahoma. 

With the show, he entertained millions 
in the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
South America and England. Pickett 
starred in two movies, including The Bull 
Dogger made in 1921, and became the first 
African-American cowboy movie star.

Had he not been banned from compet-
ing with white rodeo contestants, Pickett 
might have become one of the greatest 
record-setters in his sport. He was often 
identified as an Indian, or some other eth-
nic background, to be allowed to compete 
in rodeos.

Pickett lived on the 101 Ranch in Okla-
homa until his death in 1932 after being 
kicked in the head by a horse. Will Rogers, 
Pickett’s good friend, announced his death 
on his radio program saying, “Bill Pick-
ett never had an enemy. Even the steers 
wouldn’t hurt old Bill.”

In 1972, Pickett became the first Afri-
can-American honoree in the National 
Rodeo Hall of Fame, and was enshrined in 
the Pro-Rodeo Hall of Fame and Museum 
of the American Cowboy in 1989.  In 
1994, the U.S. Post Office included Pickett 
in the Legends of the West postage stamp 
series, with Annie Oakley, Wyatt Earp, 
Buffalo Bill Cody and Wild Bill Hickok.  

Thomas Anderson, born in Virginia in 
1820, came to Texas in the late 1850s seek-
ing a new and prosperous home. Being 
a country dweller and a miller by trade, 
he noticed the numerous advantages of 
the hill country. After searching for land, 
Anderson picked his home site on Cypress 
Creek, which flowed into the Colorado 
River.  

Anderson and his two sons, Ed and Abe, 
constructed the mill by hand. The under-
shot wheel was a work of art with every 
part of this giant wheel hand-tooled with 
an adze and secured with wooden pegs.  

The Anderson gristmill was a gathering 
place for farmers who came to have their 
corn ground. The settlers had to travel 
many miles and usually several wagons 
from a community came to mill and visit 
with friends while the corn was being 
ground.

 Anderson used his engineering skills 
to build an irrigation system to cultivate 
his peach and apple orchards and provide 
running water to the house, a rarity at this 
time even for city dwellers.

In 1863, the mill was converted to 
manufacture gunpowder for use by the 
Confederacy during the Civil War.  The 
many bat caves in the area supplied 
guano for the manufacture of saltpeter, an 
important ingredient of gunpowder. After 

the War, the mill was converted back to 
a gristmill. In the early 1870s, Anderson 
added a cotton gin. 

After Thomas Anderson’s death in 1894, 
the family moved to Austin. The mill 
equipment was sold and the structure 
deserted.  In 1936, a granite marker was 
placed on the road overlooking the mill 
and in 1941, the rocks from the mill were 
torn down and moved.  The original site of 
the mill is now covered by Lake Travis.

The Anderson Mill Garden Club rebuilt 
the mill and preserved the history of the 
locality and its pioneers. In 1972, the 
Anderson Mill Museum was completed 
at its present location, 13974 FM 2769, 
and is open to visitors between March 
and October on the fourth Sunday of the 
month. Margaret Keith Halsell, Anderson’s 
great-great-granddaughter, recently do-
nated a 125-year-old painting of the mill 
to Anderson Mill Elementary School in 
Round Rock. It now hangs in the office of 
the school, 10610 Salt Hollow.

Anderson’s Mill from a photo supplied by Margaret Keith 
Halsell, great, great granddaughter of Thomas Anderson. 



JANUARY  2007 1�impAct News.com

Jim Lynch, owner of Cedar Park Body and Frame, is a 
quiet, unassuming man. Talking to him, one would not 
recognize the important role he has played in the growth 
of Cedar Park.

“Jim Lynch has put more into this city than anyone re-
alizes,” James Hicks, owner of Hicks Construction and a 
Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce board member said. 

Some would say his anonymity is the essence of who 
he is. 

“Jim is a behind-the-scenes kind of guy – you couldn’t 
pick him out of a crowd,” Bob Young, former Cedar Park 
police chief and mayor said. “He gives and gives and no-
body knows. He doesn’t seek glory for all his good deeds.”

But, as anyone who knows Lynch will tell you, he’s 
done plenty. 

Lynch grew up in South Austin near Del Valle. In 1986, 
he and his family moved to Cedar Park. 

by susan VandeWater

Community  
JiM lynCh, Cedar park

Icon

“It was a nice small area,” he said. “My two kids were 
young and I wanted them to attend Leander schools.”

At the time, Lynch owned an auto repair shop in Aus-
tin. But in 1988, he bought the building that today houses 
his business. 

“When I first opened the [Cedar Park] shop on North 
Park Circle, I could look out my office window and see 
trees. Now I see Walgreens,” Lynch said. “It’s amazing how 
much has changed.” 

Lynch became involved with the Cedar Park Chamber 
of Commerce as soon as he opened his shop. He served 
as a board member for 10 years before developing other 
interests within the Chamber. Today, he remains a gold 
star member of the Chamber, lending his help where 
needed. 

For many years, he was involved in the Cedar Park 
Cedar Chopper Festival, an annual fundraiser hosted 
by the Chamber. 

“He was always a major sponsor of the event, supply-
ing us with staff and wreckers at no cost,” Young said. 

Lynch has lent his support to the Leander-Cedar 
Park Youth League and the Cedar Park Police As-
sociation, but that’s not where his generosity ends. 

C E D A R  C H o P P E R  f E S T I VA L
Cedar Park celebrated its heritage with an annual festival. The Cedar 
Chopper Festival served as a major fundraiser for the Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as a gathering for the community. 

The Cedar Park Kiwanis originally started the one-day event, 
which was held in May. The Chamber eventually took over 
sponsorship, however, and as it grew in popularity, the festival was 
expanded to two days. “We had several bands performing, arts 
and crafts booths, pony rides and activities for the kids,” recalls 
Jim Lynch.

It was held in different locations from year to year, including 
the Quest Center area where the police station now sits and the 
soccer fields of New Hope Drive. 

“I’ve known him to help single mothers with can-
cer, and families who have been burned out of their 
homes,” Young said. “Twelve years ago, he helped a 
homeless Vietnam veteran by giving him a job. He’s 
still working at his shop today.”

Lynch still considers Cedar Park a small town, 
despite how much he’s seen it grow. He hopes the city 
continues to be a pleasant place for families. 

“I want Cedar Park to provide prosperous growth 
for businesses, have a low crime rate, good schools, 
and overall, be a good place to live,” he said. 

The term “cedar chopper” may 
hold a negative connotation today, 
but these hard-working pioneers 
played an important role in the 
development of Cedar Park. 

“Cedar choppers came in and cut 
down the good, usable cedar. They 
hauled it off and sold it to make fence 
posts or building material,” James 
Hicks said. “They’re an important part 
of our history.”

For 25 years beginning in 1976, 
Created by Kevin Middleton

LUXURY IN ALLTHE
RIGHT PLACES.

Taylor Woodrow builds in communities that reflect our commitment to

addressing the total lifestyle priorities of our customers, such as exemplary schools 

and abundant amenities. We build masterfully designed homes with all the right

touches just the way you want it and where you’ll enjoy it the most.

So, come find your Taylor Woodrow Home today.

TaylorWoodrowHomes.com

© 2006 Taylor Woodrow Homes. Inspired by you® is a registered mark of Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained
within this advertisement is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 0107

Realtors® Welcome

Inspired by you.®

The University 
of Texas Golf Club

Granite Bay 
512.266.6116

From the $500s 

The Reserve
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Hawks Canyon
512.266.6503

From the $600s

Red Oak Valley
512.266.5947

From the $300s

Steiner Ranch
River Heights Overlook

512.266.5926
From the $400s

Summer Vista
512.266.6920

From the $300s

Falconhead at 
Spillman Ranch

512.402.1572
From the $400s

Senna Hills
512.263.2655

From the $500s
sennahillsaustin.com

Senna Hills
Garden Homes

512.263.2655

Walsh Ranch
512.733.7600

From the $300s
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Cedar Park police recognize 
outstanding staff 

The Cedar Park Police Department held its annual awards 
dinner and presentation Dec. 5 to recognize officers and 
members of the community. Twenty-three members of the 
Department and community received awards. Some of the 
awards given were the Explorer Post Explorer of the Year 
to Ashley Faulstich, Volunteer of the Year to Martha Flacy, 
Employee of the Year to Dispatcher Priscilla Smith, Rookie of 
the Year to Officer Anthony Catalano, Officer of the Year to 
Officer Erik Detelefsen and the Chief ’s Award of Excellence to 
Officer Jesse Rodriguez.

Round Rock city and school 
district sued in response to 
protest arrests 

Four parents filed a lawsuit Dec. 21 against the 
city and the school district on behalf of 51 students 
arrested during Round Rock’s March 30-31 immigra-
tion protests. 

According to the city’s youth curfew ordinance, 
students under 17 must be in school from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. 

However, the ordinance does include the provi-
sion that students are exempt if they are exercising 
their first amendment rights. Breaking this curfew or 
disrupting school activities is a class C misdemeanor 
with a maximum fine of $500. 

Of the 204 students arrested, 49 have had their 
cases dismissed, the rest must decide between plead-
ing no contest or fighting in court. 

Two cases have gone to trial with one resulting 
in acquittal and the other in conviction. Most who 
have pleaded no contest choose between community 
service or a fine of about $200. 

As of Jan. 12, district attorneys reviewed the 
complaint concerning the alleged events and RRISD 
denies unequivocally that it violated any person’s 
constitutional or statutory rights. The district said it 
will defend itself vigorously and does not anticipate 
making any further public comment.

Cedar Park 
hospital hits 
construction 
milestone

The Cedar Park Re-
gional Medical Center, 
expected to open Janu-
ary 2008, celebrated the 
installation of its final 
steel beam Dec. 18, com-
pleting the first phase of 
the hospital’s construc-
tion. 

The “topping out” consisted of construction work-
ers hoisting an evergreen tree and beam signed by 
steel workers and community leaders to the top of the 
four-story medical center. Evergreens are traditionally 
part of a topping out ceremony to symbolize the life and 
growth of a building. 

“This is the first major milestone in the construction 
of the new hospital,” Dr. David Klein, CPRMC CEO 
said. “This is a celebration dedicated to all of the people 
who have been working everyday since September.” 

The hospital broke ground in June and will be a 151 
private bed, acute care hospital with a full service emer-
gency department and comprehensive inpatient and 
outpatient services. 

Web site

Police Chief Henry Fluck and Officer of the Year Erik Detelefsen

CEDAR PARK
Town Center

Benbrook
Ranch

• 1,349 to 2,389 Sq. Ft.

• Hike and Bike Trails

• 2 Lakes with Fountains

• Pool and Amenity Center

• Beautifully Landscaped

• Neo Traditional Style

• Priced from the $130s

Katrina and Nicky
259-0780/260-8098

• 1,300 to 2,300 Sq. Ft.

• Oversized Homesites

• Award-Winning Schools

• Community Pool

• New Park Next to the

Community

• Priced from the $130s

Randall and Bob
528-9973

drhortonaustin.com
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Marketing a concept

reasons round rock feels they qualify as the sports Capital of 
texas, the ultimate host city for youth and amateur athletics. 

1. The community spirit supporting youth athletics, including high school sports
2. Round Rock Express and Dell Diamond
3. Nolan Ryan and the Houston Astros’ investment in youth sports
4. The City Council’s dedication to sport programs. This year they dedicated 
$14.5 million toward improving facilities at Old Settlers Park
5. Local interest in a wide range of sports from wrestling to cheerleading to 
baseball

“We’re keeping true to our brand. We have a new 
sport in Round Rock. It is called shopping.”

Nancy Yawn, CVB Director

How to sell a city
Destination retail ignites 
potential tourism industry
by Christi snow

The Economic Development and 
Tourism department of the Governor’s 
Office lists the San Marcos’ outlet malls as 
the state’s No. 3 tourist attraction for non-
Texans.

Since the Round Rock Premium 
Outlets opened this year, that is promising 
information to Nancy Yawn, director of 
the Round Rock Convention and Visitors 
Bureau.

Austin is just as close to Round Rock as 
it is to San Marcos, meaning more shop-
pers might come to Round Rock—at least 
that is what Yawn hopes.

“We want to drive business north,” she 
said.

Yawn is also excited about the 
announcement that AeroMexico began 
the only direct flights Dec. 15 between 
Austin and Mexico City. 

Last month, she traveled with a del-
egation from the convention and visi-
tors bureaus of San Antonio, San Marcos 
and Austin to Mexico City to visit with a 
group of premier tourist agents. She in-

vited them to bring their customers a little 
further up IH 35.

“Most of the people seemed really glad 
there is a new place they can visit,” she 
said. “They seemed to think we can do 
business. We’re going to jump in there and 
do it.”

More shoppers mean more new money 
in Round Rock, which sounds good to lo-
cal officials since the city depends on sales 
tax revenue. The officials had some con-
cerns over Round Rock’s dependence on 
the sales tax revenue generated from Dell 
Inc. That is why in 2003, the City Council 
named economic diversity its top prior-
ity. 

So the city decided to market itself as 
the Sports Capital of Texas and increase 
revenue with tourism.

The CVB centered their marketing 
around a lone-star lawn chair referring 
to the people who would come watch the 
amateur sports. 

“[The chair] was genius,” Yawn said. 
“We’re not talking about professional 
sports here. We’re talking about becom-
ing the ultimate host city for these sports. 
We’re saying we know you can compete 
at your level. Bring your family and come 
play here.” 

When the city decided they needed to 
give businesses a reason to move to Round 

Rock, they hired a consultant team that 
could evaluate what the city had to offer. 
One of the first recommendations sug-
gested Round Rock create a convention 
and visitors bureau, and Yawn became the 
director.

After completing the community analy-
sis, the consultants recognized Round 
Rock’s strong appreciation for youth and 
amateur athletics. It had affordable and 
kid-friendly hotels and restaurants. It had 
the facilities for sleep and play.

After a year of existence, in 2005, the 
bureau drew sports events that generated 

more than $13 million in economic im-
pact for the city. That number increased 
by $2.5 million for 2006 as of November.  

This year, Yawn added several other 
fronts to her tourism campaign—namely 
shopping. One new promotional piece 
Yawn presents to potential clients features 
a tennis shoe with a stiletto heel.

 “We’re keeping true to our brand,” 
Yawn said. “We have a new sport in Round 
Rock. It is called shopping.”
To read about Pflugerville’s efforts to 
attract businesses, check out the full story, 
Pflugerville Markets its Possibilities, online 
at www.impactnews.com.

Covert Ford
Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
-Kenny Covert

2007 Escape XLS
MSRP.................................................$21,225
Rebate................................................. -$3000
Covert Discount.................................. -$1230

$16,995 +TT&L

MSRP......................................... $16,045
Rebate.......................................... -$2500
Covert Discount........................... -$1550

$11,995

2007 Focus

+TT&L

Photos are for illustration purposes only. Units are subject to prior sale. Must take delivery from dealer stock. Prices subject to change.

Shop online at covertford.com
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Transportation Update
TxDOT is widening FM 1431 between US 183 and 183A to six lanes of 
divided roadway, including a traffic signal at the intersection of Discovery 
Boulevard. Completion is expected by Fall 2007.

Approximately 1,200 feet of FM 1431 are being improved by the Central 
Texas Regional Mobility Authority. The road will be widened to a divided 
highway with a raised median in the area of 183A with three main lanes 
in each direction; left turn lanes for access to 183A; curbs, sidewalks and 
underground drainage; and traffic lights at the intersections of the north 
and southbound frontage lanes of 183A. 

The intersection of FM 1431 and 183A is expected to be substantially 
complete when 183A opens March 3. Landscaping and other subsidiary 
work will continue through June. The interchange will feature many 
aesthetic enhancements including backlit street name signs; painted 
bridges, concrete walls, signal poles and lights; and extensive landscaping 
and some public art.

The traffic lights and road improvements are funded through a 
combination of Toll Revenue Bonds, a TxDOT grant and right-of-way 
donations from local governments.
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FM 1431: US 183 to CR 185

Location.  Location.  Location.
Business Law #142:

Where you place your business goes a 
long way to determine your success.  Why 
settle for a banker whose decision maker 
is in Charlotte, North Carolina? Our people 
know this area - call us to see how we can 

help you grow your business.

For commercial 
needs call 
Landy Warren 
at 255-2501

1.  Round Rock
500 Round Rock Avenue
(512) 255-2501

5.  Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan (FM 1825)
(512) 251-7889

3.  Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Road 
(512) 259-2443

MEMBER FDIC

2.  Dell
549 Louis Henna Blvd.
(512) 218-3910

4.  Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr
(512) 246-6010
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•  A full service real estate company, operating since 1970
•  Sales of Raw Land, both improved and unimproved tracts
•  Sales of Retail Buildings and Centers, Shopping Centers, Light Industrial
   Buildings, Warehouses, and Office Buildings
•  Buyer and Seller representation

1000 N. IH-35 Suite A
Round Rock, TX 78681

PHONE: 512-255-3000
FAX: 512-310-0441

EMAIL: info@donquick.com

Commercial Real Estate
Leasing & Sales / Commercial / Industrial

Serving Williamson and Travis Counties & Surrounding Areas 
for over 35 years

Stefan Lindsay, Brent Campbell, Don Quick, Darren Quick, Dan Carlson

55 Years of Combined Experience

www.DonQuick.com

DonQuick
& associates, inc.

TxDOT and Cedar Park Regional Medical Center are partnering to 
install a traffic signal at the intersection of FM 1431 and C-Bar Ranch 
Road. Activation timing will depend on traffic flow and volume at the 
intersection after the hospital opens.

Improvements to CR 185 was on the list of recommendations from 
the Williamson County 2006 Bond Advisory Committee for Precinct 2; 
however, the improvements to CR 185 were not considered a top priority 
and the County only listed the two highest priority projects in each 
precinct in the bond election voting language. As a result, the county 
is not required to make improvements to CR 185, but can do so if there 
is leftover bond money available after the two high priority projects for 
Precinct 2 are completed.  

The improvements to CR 185 that were recommended by the bond 
committee were to upgrade the existing two lane sections to a five lane 
roadway with a continuous center turn lane; curb, gutter and sidewalks; 
and wide outside lanes to accommodate bicycle traffic. The project 
would also include signalization for the intersection of CR 185 and CR 
180 (New Hope Road). 
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Commercial Property
C1

C2

Residential Real Estate
r1  D.R. Horton’s Town Center 
Five sections of the Cedar Park Town Center have been 
completed by D.R. Horton, the exclusive Town Center builder, 
with 323 homes occupied. Another five sections are expected 
to be completed within the next three years, bringing the total 
number of homes in the Town Center to 775. 

Homes range in price from the mid $130s to low $230s. 
Community amenities include common areas, a community 
pool, an amenity center, hike & bike trails, nature trails and open 
space. For more information, visit www.drhortonaustin.com.

FM 1431 Corridor

Sponsored by First Texas Bank and Don Quick & Associates
FM 1431: US 183 to CR 185

the depot restaurant and retail center plans to open 
in the spring. threadgill’s Plaza includes a traditional 
Threadgill’s restaurant along with Mojo rojo Mexican 
Cantina. Both restaurants are owned and operated by 
the Threadgill’s corporation. The pavilion sandwiched 
between the two restaurants is a 7,000 sq. ft. area for 
banquets, meetings and concerts. The two retail buildings 
are also opening this spring. Already committed to open 
are Castle dental, t-Mobile and highland lakes real 
estate. Quick Commercial Realtors are in negotiations for 
another 11,000 sq. ft. of the 30,000 sq. ft. of property. 

Cedar Park regional Medical Center has been under 
construction for almost nine months with more than 
200 workers on site and 130,000 man-hours logged. 
Steel framing is complete, slabs are poured and interior 
framing has begun. Hospital officials are actively recruiting 
physicians and continuing to hire hospital staff on an 
ongoing basis. The hospital is on track to open in January 
2008.

Phase I of 1890 ranch is under construction by Endeavor 
Real Estate Group and is expected to celebrate a grand 
opening in October. Current tenants of Phase I include a 
supertarget, Cinemark theater, Petsmart, Wachovia 
bank, Compass bank, OfficeMax, Circuit City and a 
steak ‘n shake restaurant. The 50,000 sq. ft. of restaurant 
space in Phase I will be concentrated around the Cinemark 
Theater as part of the developer’s plan to make the area 
around the theater a family-oriented entertainment area 
complete with playscapes and park space. 

Phase II of 1890 ranch consists of 225,000 sq. ft. of 
retail space. Site work will likely begin during the third 
quarter of 2007 with an estimated 9-month construction 
timeframe. The developer is speaking with potential 
national brand tenants but no plans have been finalized. 

spanish Oaks Plaza will consist of four one-story 
medical/professional office buildings totaling 39,000 sq. 
ft. The office complex is currently in the pre-leasing phase, 
but no tenants are under contract at this time. The plaza is 
expected to break ground by this Spring.  

Cedar Park Medical Center will break ground this 
summer with completion expected in the first or second 
quarter of 2008. The center will be a three-story building 
totaling 76,000 sq. ft. The developer is talking to a number 
of potential tenants but none are under contract at this 
time.

the Oakmont Medical Plaza will be home to a three-
story medical office building consisting of 65,000 rentable 
sq. ft. The Plaza was approximately 50 percent leased as of 
December, and is anticipated to break ground in May with 
a projected opening date of April 2008. Discussions for a 
long-term acute care hospital on this site are underway 
but plans have not been finalized.

The City of Cedar Park has had preliminary meetings with 
potential developers for this site, but no plans have been 
finalized. 

A village inn restaurant and Comerica bank will be built 
on this five-acre site, along with 21,000 sq. ft. of retail 
space. Letters of Intent have been received from a dry 
cleaners, a restaurant and a coffee shop.  the village at 
Cedar Park is expected to be complete by May.

TxDOT and Cedar Park Regional Medical Center are partnering to 
install a traffic signal at the intersection of FM 1431 and C-Bar Ranch 
Road. Activation timing will depend on traffic flow and volume at the 
intersection after the hospital opens.

Improvements to CR 185 was on the list of recommendations from 
the Williamson County 2006 Bond Advisory Committee for Precinct 2; 
however, the improvements to CR 185 were not considered a top priority 
and the County only listed the two highest priority projects in each 
precinct in the bond election voting language. As a result, the county 
is not required to make improvements to CR 185, but can do so if there 
is leftover bond money available after the two high priority projects for 
Precinct 2 are completed.  

The improvements to CR 185 that were recommended by the bond 
committee were to upgrade the existing two lane sections to a five lane 
roadway with a continuous center turn lane; curb, gutter and sidewalks; 
and wide outside lanes to accommodate bicycle traffic. The project 
would also include signalization for the intersection of CR 185 and CR 
180 (New Hope Road). 

Future Land Use
The space in the Cedar Park Plaza previously owned and occupied by Albertson’s belongs to 
an investment group that acquired a number of Albertson’s stores closed in 2006. Sources say 
the investment group is planning to sell the stores in bulk. 

The Plaza’s developer was the original owner of the Albertson’s space before selling it to the 
grocery chain, and is currently in negotiations with the investment group to see if they will 
split this particular location out of the bulk arrangement and sell it back to him. 

The original plans for the 400 acres of land zoned as the Downtown District included a mix of 
single family, retail, entertainment and office space built around a lake to create a destination 
area. The Cedar Park City Council approved funds to create the plans for the Downtown District 
in 1998. 

The Downtown District consists of two components: the Mixed Residential Area and the Town 
Center Area. The original plans for the Mixed Residential Area include single family homes, 
townhomes and condominiums. The original plans for the Town Center Area include a mix of 
professional office, retail, civic use, and hotel with residential and entertainment use.  The only 
construction to date has been in the Mixed Residential Area (see R1). 

The developers of the Downtown District are currently redefining their plans for the Town 
Center Area and are re-evaluating the tenant mix they originally proposed. They are seeking a 
tenant mix that will be unique, but also complimentary to the Endeavor 1890 Ranch Project.
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This aerial view along FM 1431 provides a glimpse of 
the concentrated growth and diversity of land use 
occurring between US 183 and CR 185.

 “What we’re experiencing right now is the synergy 
of everything [years of planning] coming together,” 
Brenda Eivens, Cedar Park city manager said. “There are 
a lot of good things happening.”

Arboleda 
Apartments

512-836-7312512-836-7312
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Education 
  Focus 

After much contention by parents wor-
ried that students living in apartments 
were being segregated into one school, 
LISD has settled on attendance boundar-
ies for the 2007-08 school year.

The district used a 230-member citizen’s 
committee formed in September to cre-
ate possible boundary schemes in order 
to balance attendance in overcrowded 
schools and begin filling in elementary 
#18 in the River Place subdivision and 
#19, built from a modified chemical plant, 
in Grandview Hills. The committee used 
criteria such as how long a student will 
spend riding to school, whether they can 
walk to school and whether their bound-
aries are likely to change in the near 
future. 

In the process of developing the new 
boundaries, the committee ran into 
several issues they could not overcome. 
In order to set elementary #18 and #19’s 
enrollment higher, many students would 
be forced to travel farther. When the 
committee included only the neighbor-
hoods closest to elementary #18 and #19 
in their school zones, it gave the schools a 
population of primarily apartment dwell-
ing students. 

by raChel youens

LISD determines elementary attendance boundaries

Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. ©2006 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

Do what you love. We’ll handle the rest.
When it  comes to keeping you connected, the local dedicated business specialists at Time 
Warner Cable Business Class are the people to call. We will help you understand how 
technology can improve productivity and make your job easier, by tailoring data, video and 
security solutions to fit your business needs. All of them are backed by our robust, reliable 
network. So call today. Then get back to doing what you really love.

“I’d rather unravel user errors 
than deal with data storage.”

Contact us at 

512-531-7815 
or visit 

www.austin.twcbc.com

The committee presented their plan, 
UA, to the school board Nov. 16. They also 
presented the dilemmas they encountered 
and that they were deadlocked in a close 
vote of 21-14.

The administration took the UA plan 
and made its own tweaks, using the com-
mittee’s recommendations. When the re-
vised plan, UA3, was brought to the school 
board Dec. 7 more than 100 parents and 
community members were in attendance 
for intense discussion. The board approved 
the plan with a few final changes, and the 
new zones will go into affect in the next 
school year.

Steiner Ranch, Laura Welch Bush and 
Deer Creek are three of the district’s 
most crowded elementary schools. The 
new plan shifts students at these schools 
and Cypress Elementary to the two new 
schools. Much of the area being brought 
into the new elementary schools encom-
passes apartment complexes lining RM 
620. However, Bill Britcher, LISD commu-
nications director, said the decision was 
based on students’ proximity to the school 
and not their living situations.

At least 189 students from Cypress 
and 238 from Steiner Ranch will go into 
elementary #19. From Laura Welch Bush 
579 students and from Cypress 38 students 

FM
 14

31 RM 620

Laura Welch Bush

Steiner
Ranch

Deer Creek

Cypress

Elementary #19

New Elementary School Boundaries
2007-08

Neighborhoods attending #18
Jefferson Canyon Apts.
Tintera at Canyon Creek
River Place North
Alicante Townhomes
Riverlodge Apts.
River Place South
Long Canyon
Westminster Glen
Glenlake

Neighborhoods attending #19
Grandview Hills
Verandah at Grandview Hills Apts.
Sonterra 1 and 2
Windy Ridge
Painted Bunting
Foundation Road
Avendero Apts
Vistas at Canyon Creek
Cantabrea Crsg Apts.
Comanche Pass
Windy Point
Volente 
Escalon at Canyon Creek
Escalon Apts. at Canyon Creek    
The Mansions at Canyon Creek
Lime Creek Road between 
  FM 3769 and Travista

Elementary #18

Cypress Boundary 
Expansion

will be transferred to elementary #18. 
Another 218 students will be shifted from 
Deer Creek to Cypress.

Some parents, upset over the new 
boundaries, have said they plan to take 
legal action against the district. At press 
time, LISD had not received any notice of 
legal action or lawsuits.

The school board is asking for public 
assistance in naming elementary #18 and 
#19 and is soliciting submissions. The 
board has suggested historical sites and 
events or significant state and national in-
dividuals, and will be taking submissions 
until Jan. 25. Mail submissions to Kathy 
Bailey, P.O. Box 218, Leander, TX 78646.
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+$19,417 

+24

Change in
avg. selling
price over 
last year

Change in
number of
homes sold
over last year

Change in 
homes on the 
market since 
last month

-99 

Cedar Park & Leander MLS Area
R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P o R TR E s i D E n T i A L

Overlook Estates
Leander - 78641
609 Scenic Path
Agent: Tatchi Lay (512) 767-6764

4 Br./2 Ba.         
$300,000

Ranch at Deer Creek
Cedar Park - 78613             
1606 Tahoka Daisy Dr        
Agent: Jeff Dillard (512) 426-1294

Buttercup Creek
Cedar Park - 78613            
1719 Juniper Ridge Loop
Agent: Barbara Dawson (512) 397-9103

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$229,900

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$289,900

On The
Market

Price Range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale
10

122

183

134

48

28

15

6

3

Area HOMEs

< $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

108
995
822
424
80
19
8
3
0

$78,588
$128,162
$171,689
$238,324
$339,400
$432,815
$681,418
$926,667
–

82.12
68.42
71.19
88.78
96.19
80.21

114.25
171.00

–

SoLD
Price Range # SOLD Avg. Sales Price Days On Market 

January 1, 2006 – December 31, 2006 Monthly Home sales
Month  Number of Sales Average Price
November 2006

November 2005

September 2006

August 2006

July 2006

June 2006

May 2006

170

146

208

250

226

295

231

$177,486

$158,069

$173,369

$177,391

$175,873

$172,265

$168,097

Cedar Park and Leander Specialists
13376 Research Blvd. Ste 120
512-258-6677
www.coldwellbankerunited.com
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Kirsten Lynch
City Council Mayor Pro tem, Leander
 

Cobby Caputo 
City Council Mayor Pro tem, Cedar Park

 

education:  Two bachelor degrees from the College of Idaho; One in elementary 
education and one in psychology

family:  Late husband, Howard (married 19 years), daughter Mary and mother, Murney
Contact information: 258-0654; place2@ci.leander.tx.us

Q.  What are your duties? Explain what the mayor pro tem is.
A.   Our duties are to legislate the functions of the city, set city ordinances, set the di-
rection of our growth, identify the city’s opportunities to improve, establish the tax rate, 
approve an annual budget and plan for capital improvements. As mayor pro tem, I was 
elected by the City Council to act on the mayor’s behalf if he is not present for official 
functions.

Q.  What projects are you most excited about this new year?
A.  Leander’s growth and development! Our quality of life is improving with the new 
Leander Public Library and improved parks and recreation. We have the transit-oriented 
development and H-E-B. We will also have the opening of US 183A that will benefit our 
commute times and bring more people to Leander.

Q.  What do you think is Leander’s biggest challenge right now?
A.  The city’s growth and economic development. Leander is open for business, which 
is an over-used, but very descriptive phrase. Leander has everything a company needs; 
we just have to be sure we’re showing off all of our assets. The Council must stay mindful 
of guiding that growth in a way to benefit everyone.

Q.  How do you balance your career, home life and civic responsibilities?
A. Foremost, I put God first. I pray about decisions I make and try my best to listen and 
stay in His presence. Volunteering is my balance; giving back is important to me. Many 
of the projects I do with my daughter. My job is something I love and I enjoy waking up 
each morning to do it. Finally, keeping a positive attitude is a great stress reliever.

Q.  What is your New Year’s resolution?
A.  I should get in better shape, I should save more for retirement, I should eat better…
but, I’m already happy and blessed. I love God, my family, myself and living in Leander.

Mayor pro tems identify future projects and challenges

Once Mayor Pro Tem Cobby Caputo’s neighborhood 
was annexed into Cedar Park city limits in 1994, 

he did not waste any time becoming involved with city 
government. 
 In 1996, he was elected to the city council and has been 
active ever since. His latest term, after being elected in 2005, 
will take him to 2008. 
 The attorney by day said he became interested in politics 
when a high school government teacher required him to 
participate in 40 hours of political service. 

“I became really interested when I was working for 
local campaigns,” Caputo said. “I kept it up 

through college and I really love being 
here when the city is transitioning 
like it is.”

Q.  What are your duties? Explain what the mayor pro tem is.
A. Basically, I am the backup mayor. I have no official duties as the mayor pro tem, but if the 
mayor is out of town or gone, I fill in for him. Under the city charter, the mayor picks a city 
council member to serve as the mayor pro tem. As a council member, I attend two council 
meetings a month and respond to constituents. There are also a lot of extra meetings, as well 
as retreats.

Q.  What projects are you most excited about this new year?
A.  There are so many amazing things coming in 2007. The 1890 Ranch retail development 
will be huge for us. It is what we have been striving for: a full-service city. We will have our 
own movie theater and bring in things so we don’t have to leave the city. The new hospital, 
[Cedar Park Regional Medical Center], is also changing the city’s landscape with new 
specialists. We also have the water partnership with Round Rock and Leander. We have our 
water supply nailed down for the next 40 years.

Q.  What do you think is Cedar Park’s biggest challenge right now?
A.  Most people used to say our biggest challenge was transportation, but the toll road 
is opening in March and everything is changing. One challenge in the future will be our 
budget, which is so much supported by the rate of growth. When residential growth stops, 
we will have a big hole in the budget. As long as we hold to the vision, we will be able to keep 
everything going like it is now. We have to be proactive about the slowdown that’s coming 
and know how to redevelop the city.

Q.  How do you balance your career, home life and civic responsibilities?
A. Some days are better than others. The Council is more than just a couple of meetings 
a month. There is prep time, calls from residents. It’s hard to balance everything, but the 
partners at my law firm understand if I have to go do something for the council. All seven of 
us [council members] are really engaged and involved. 

Q.  What is your New Year’s resolution?
A. I am actually renewing last year’s which was to get in better shape and take care of 
myself physically.

education:  Bachelor’s in history and Law degree from University of Texas at Austin
family:  Wife, Mary, and three children 17, 15 and 12
Contact information:  472-8021; place6@ci.cedar-park.tx.us

When Kirsten Lynch is not attending her 
homeowners association meetings, 

volunteering for the fire department or training for 
the Citizens Emergency Response Team, CERT, 
she is sitting behind a small plaque that reads: City 
Council Member Place Two, Mayor Pro Tem.
 Lynch was first elected in 2004 and re-elected 
in May. Before serving on the council, 
she was on Leander’s Planning & Zoning 
Commission for seven years.

Introducing this Seasons
most heart-felt gift.


