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US 183A, RM 620, Parmer and MoPac,” 
Anderson said.

Noble broke ground on Cypress Creek 
Village June 15, and plans for the structure 
to be completed in February. Noble will 
occupy 6,000 sq. ft. on the top level of the 
two-story development in April and hopes 
to fill the lower level with retail and office 
space. 

A title company has already agreed to 
lease space, as well as a dermatologist. A 
chain restaurant out of Mexico will also 
tenant in Cypress Creek Village. The res-
taurant will be the owner’s first in the U.S., 
with others planned to open throughout 
Texas. 

Anderson said she is most excited about 
the design of the building. The two-story 
lobby will feature a floor-to-ceiling glass 

by Mandy Hobby

Retail and professional 
developments locate on Cypress 
Creek Road as growth
from Austin moves north

Business booming on Cypress Creek Road

Noble Development Group’s decision to 
relocate their North Austin firm to Cypress 
Creek Road seemed logical to Minka 
Anderson. The director of leasing and 
acquisitions for the commercial real estate 
development firm said Noble wanted to 
relocate and build a new 32,000 sq. ft. office 
and retail complex after statistics suggested 
the area surrounding RM 620 and US 183 
was becoming the new center of Austin.

“We wanted to be in this area because 
there is just such easy access to US 183, 

Liberty Plaza
Tenants: Drive-through liquor 
store, dry cleaners, nail salon
10,000 sq. ft.
Now Open

Sun Chase Plaza II
Tenants: Dentist 
22,000 sq. ft.
Opens January 2007

by CHristi snow

When Cynthia Long takes office Jan. 1 as the new Wil-
liamson County Commissioner for Precinct 2, she antici-
pates during her four-year term the region will see even 
more accelerated growth than it already has. In the next 10 
years, the county projects the population will reach around 
half a million people. With the additional growth comes 
increased traffic congestion, which creates a need for more 
roads. That translates into a need for an inflated county 
budget, dependent on higher taxes, unless the Commis-
sioners Court can find alternative means of funding.

“I keep telling people, ‘Hang on and fasten your seat 
belt,’” the newly-elected representative for Cedar Park and 
Leander said.

For Long, the way to handle the growth effectively is to 
encourage city and county government interaction. 

“There is an energy level of what is going on in Liberty 
Hill, Leander and Cedar Park that’s truly amazing,” she 
said. “That’s why there is a growing recognition that we 
have got to play in the same sandbox. Williamson County 

Local government directs region’s future 
Transportation, economic development challenge county and municipal leaders

can truly be the envy of the state.”
As a Cedar Park City Councilperson from 1995-1999, 

and with two different periods of service on the city’s Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission, Long is familiar with the 
necessity of communication between cities and the county. 
The population more than doubled during her City Coun-
cil tenure, preparing her, she believes, to act as commis-
sioner of the largest precinct in one of the fastest growing 
counties in Texas. 

“I am excited about serving four years on the court,” she 
said. “I am sure other former council members have been 
elected in the past, but in this court I am the only one that 
will come in with that kind of experience.”
Commissioners Court 

The court itself is comprised of four commissioners and 
a county judge. They focus their weekly meetings on the 
county budget, general county administration and county 
roads and infrastructure. 

Although each government entity has its own jurisdic-
tion, Long said it is vital for the county and cities to co-

Williamson County Commissioners Court

Cypress Creek Village
Tenants: Title company, 
dermatologist, a Mexican 
restaurant, a national bank, 
fitness gym and tanning salon
32,000 sq. ft.
Opens February 2007

  The Commissioners Court is the overall governing and manage-
ment body responsible for all budgetary decisions and setting 
the county tax rate each year. 

  Duties include establishing a courthouse and jail, building roads 
and bridges, assuring the safe-keeping of land and city records, 
providing law enforcement through the County Sheriff, admin-
istering County public welfare and health services, holding elec-
tions and issuing bonds.

  Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Precinct 3 Justice of the 
Peace Courtroom, 301 S.E. Inner Loop, Ste. 103, Georgetown. 

 

  Chairman of the court, elected to serve a four-year term
  Annual salary: $94,967

  Four members elected by precinct voters to serve a four-year 
term

  Annual salary: $77,329

  County Judge: Dan A. Gattis, Sr. *
  Precinct 1: Lisa Birkman 
   Precinct 2: Cynthia Long *
   Precinct 3: Valerie Covey *
   Precinct 4: Ron Morrison *  

     *Elected Nov. 7

      

Cynthia Long  
Precinct 2

Cypress Creek Road Developments

Story Updates: 

Pages 18-19
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 Find out about events in your community, complete with maps
  Receive all the breaking news happening between issues of 
  Community Impact Newspaper
   Read what other Austin area publications are saying about 
   our community

For those readers who have lived in this 
area for a while, you know firsthand the 
metamorphosis Cypress Creek Road has 
made during the past 10 years. For those 
who are new to the area, you might think 
the change is just now happening.

 A little more than 20 years ago, the only 
reason my parents used Cypress Creek 
Road was to take my sister and me to 
school at Faubion Elementary. Not only 
was Faubion the only school on the road 
at that time, it was practically the only 
building. 

Faubion Elementary is still there, but a 
middle school, a high school and a com-
munity college have been added to the 
mix. The intersection at Lakeline Boule-
vard was the catalyst for an explosion in 
commercial development, and residential 
growth has continued to flourish with the 
addition of high-end housing in neighbor-
hoods like Red Oaks and Twin Creeks. 

The transition Cypress Creek Road has 
made during the past 20 years isn’t what 
put it on the front page of this month’s 
issue. What made Cypress Creek Road top 
story material is the new wave of com-
mercial development currently in-progress 
or anticipated to break ground within the 
next year. 

In our story, developers explain what 
makes Cypress Creek Road such an attrac-
tive area for investment. You will also find 
descriptions and artist renderings of each 
of the major developments to let you know 
what to expect. 

In February, those desiring to run for 
City Council can begin applying for the 
May 12 elections. We have provided infor-

mation on the city councils, what they do 
for the city and how you can get involved. 
We also introduce you to Cynthia Long, 
the new County Commissioner for Pre-
cinct 2. We have provided what I like to 
call Commissioners Court 101 to explain 
what the commissioners do and when and 
where they meet.

In our Year-in-Review feature, we up-
date some of the stories we have published 
since our inaugural issue in April. If you 
would like to look back at any of the previ-
ous 2006 issues, visit the archive section of 
our Web site, www.impactnews.com.

On a final note, remember to support 
your local businesses this holiday season. 
Keeping your disposable income in the 
local economy makes the season “merry 
and bright” for the small business owners 
and ensures us all a prosperous New Year! 
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David Beverly, manager, on a Jamis mountain bike.

1050 N. Lakeline Blvd. • 257-3002
www.southwestcyclesport.com

Every Saturday morning for the past two years, a kalei-
doscope of red, green, yellow and black spandex fills the 
parking lot of Cycle Sport on Lakeline Boulevard. The 20 
to 30 cyclists head out weekly on their own Tour de Cedar 
Park at 9 a.m. and ride 12-20 miles.

The cyclists have met in that parking lot longer than 
Cycle Sport has been open. Jennifer Stankard opened her 
second store in Cedar Park on Lakeline Boulevard July 
1. The first location, Southwest Cycle Sport, opened two 
years ago on Bee Cave Road.

“I always knew I wanted to open a second store,” Stan-
kard said. “All of the growth is happening west and I knew 
Cedar Park was booming, as well.”

Stankard moved to Austin three years ago with her hus-
band and children from New Jersey to be closer to family 
and to return to her home state. It did not take long for 
her to find retail space in southwest Austin for her first 
store and, soon after, space in Cedar Park.

“We still have people coming in and excited we are 
open,” Stankard said. “Someone just came in and said they 
had been waiting for us to get here.”

The bike shop repairs and builds bicycles, sells clothing 
and accessories and also does personal bike fittings. The 
store carries the latest mountain and road bikes, featuring 

the following brands: Scott, Bianchi, Terrible One BMX, 
Felt and Jamis. 

“At first most of our customers were the hard-core rid-
ers that seek out the newest bike shops,” David Beverly, 
manager, said. “But, as time has passed, we are getting 
more and more families. We will probably start seeing 
more people closer to Christmas, as well.”

Beverly began riding bikes in 1996 in order to train for 
riding jet skis. As he practiced more and more, he chose 
biking because of the amount of low impact exercise.

“I keep doing it because I can eat anything I want and 
not gain any weight,” Beverly said with a grin. “You can’t 
run as long as you can ride and burn the same amount of 
calories. You can ride a bike for hours.”

Beverly also worked at the original location before mov-
ing to open the Cedar Park site. He said the landlord of 
Cycle Sport’s space was a customer at the location on Bee 
Cave and offered Stankard a deal she couldn’t refuse to 
open up another store.

“I love helping people, especially women and children,  
get involved in riding,” Stankard said. “Anything I can do 
to help women accomplish goals and become active is 
enough for me. These are the things I was not able to do 
on Wall Street.”

Bike shop fits customers for healthy lifestyle
by Mandy Hobby

C L O S E R
L   O K

Cedar Park Business - CYCLe sPOrT

  Determine whether you want a road or mountain bike
  Get fit correctly; bikes usually are between four and eight sizes
  Take a test ride to make sure you are comfortable
  Pick a color

H O w  t O  f i N d  a  B i k e  t H at ’ s  r i g H t  f O r  yO u : 

Cycle Sport

Cycle Sport uses the bike pictured to     
fit every customer before a purchase

FM 1431

Lakeline B
lvd
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tion at FM 1431 and Bagdad Road during the beginning 
of the year. The company, which first opened in 1995, is a 
Fortune 500 business. For more information, call 342-
6500 or visit www.capitalone.com.  

    Apartment Complex Ready 
Arboleda, a development of luxury apartment homes, 

is now accepting reservations. Located downtown at 900 
Discovery Blvd., the housing opened this month. Several 
floor plans are available and range in price from $620 to 
$1,100. For more information, call 259-3900. 

Shopping Center Breaks Ground
In January, construction will begin on the first phase of 

The Shops at Silverado, bringing 12,600 sq. ft. of unique 
store fronts. The shopping center, located at 12820 and 
12920 W. Parmer Lane, has yet to finalize any negotiations 
for leases, but should open in April 2007. Developers plan 
to begin building an additional 21,700 sq. ft. in April. For 
more information, contact George Utley at 346-4300 or 
visit www.dovedalecapital.com.

      Craft Mall Markets Local Vendors
Davlynn’s Craft and Gift Mall opened in November. 

The store, located in the Bell Street Center at 251 N. Bell 
Blvd., Suite 106, has nine rooms filled with crafts and 
home business gifts from 40 different vendors. Most of 
the items are handcrafted, including metal art, puppets, 
stained glass and pottery. For more information, call 335-
GIFT.

 Health Bar Opens
Jungle Juice Health Bar will 

open in December, specializing 
in 100 percent natural and 
organic fruit and veggie 
drinks, such as healthy juices, 
smoothies and blends. It will 
also offer gourmet coffee and 
tea from around the world, 
as well as deli pastries and 
sandwiches. The shop, located 
at 2423 S. Bell Blvd., will 
provide gathering places for its 
customers with music, colorful 
décor and free Internet access. 
For more information, call 
219-1963. 

Emergency Services Receive Award
The Cedar Park Fire Department was recently named 

the 2006 Top EMS First Responder Organization in Texas 
by the Texas Department of State Health Services at the 
Texas Emergency Medical Services Conference in Dallas. 
The department was nominated for the award by William-
son County EMS. 

“There are just over 2,400 fire departments in Texas. 
To be considered the top first responder organization in 
Texas is a huge honor,” Fire Chief Chris Connealy said.

   Capital One Opens Two Locations
Capital One opened their El Salido location Nov. 27 at 

11720 RM 620 North. They will also open another loca-

New Spa Opens
Austin’s first Facelogic Spa opened Dec. 9 at 14005 N. 

US 183. Based originally in California, Facelogic offers 
affordable skin care and a monthly membership program 
designed to establish long-term guest relationships. Until 
Jan. 31, the spa will have special introductory promotions 
for new members. For more information, call 918-3223 or 
visit www.facelogicaustin.com.

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Cedar Park
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s Pa  Pa r t y  Pa C k a g e  O f f e r e d  e xC Lu s i v e Ly  at 
L e a N d e r  s a LO N

 Cost: $125 per guest
  Guests receive a massage, 

facial and pedicure 
 The party must include at 

least 10 guests

 Usually held on Saturdays, 
from 2-6 p.m.

 Lura’s team will serve wine 
and hors d’oeuvres

 

Greg Lura, owner of Baby Face Salon and Day Spa, did 
not plan to expand from his Austin location to Leander. It 
just literally happened over night.

 Several of his customers who drove to his spa on Re-
search Boulevard repeatedly asked him to open another 
store closer to their homes, but he was satisfied with 
what he had. Then one day, a client told him about a little 
country house ready for lease in downtown Leander. 
Lura laughed and said it was not an option, but she kept 
pressing. After she left, he continued to think about the 
suggestion and decided to investigate.

Once he saw the multi-roomed house with the gabled 
roof, porch and white picket fence that surrounded it, he 
knew this would be the site for Baby Face Salon and Day 
Spa Too.

“She was right,” he said. “It was the perfect place. I 
called the man about leasing it and by the end of the 
night, we were signing the contract.”

That was at the end of October 2005. By Thanksgiving 
they were in full operation. 

“I didn’t know how we were going to do this, but when 
it all came together, it seemed like a sign from God this 

was going to work,” he said.
Lura’s grandparents bought him the first Baby Face Salon 

and Day Spa eight years ago from the original owner. Under 
his guidance, what started as a business that primarily fo-
cused on facials expanded to a full-service salon.

Now Baby Face Too has celebrated their one-year anni-
versary, and since opening the second spa, Lura also started 
another Baby Face in New Mexico with the help of his sister 
and mother. 

However, he does not plan to expand again in the near 
future. Lura wants to keep his business small, where he 
knows his employees and they know him.

“I am pretty content with what I have,” he said. 
So far, at both his Texas spas, he has retained all his origi-

nal employees despite working in an industry known for 
high job turnover—a fact he attributes to a family-oriented 
environment. 

“Everyone works together,” he said. “Everybody treats 
their clients well. We’ve all been here for awhile, so [cus-
tomers] know if I have an emergency and can’t be here, 
anyone else can do just as well. We’re like family.”

 Country home transformed into luxury salon
by CHristi snow

C L O S E R
L   O K

Leander Business - BaBY FaCe saLOn and daY sPa TOO

FM 2243

Baby Face Salon employee highlights customer’s hair

103 N. west drive  • 528-1116
www.babyfacedayspa.com 
Hours: tuesday-sunday, 10 a.m.-7p.m.

W
est D

r.

Baby Face Salon & 
Day Spa Too

South St.
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      Capital Metro Provides WIFI
To provide Internet access for passengers, Capital 

Metro launched Mobile WIFI service in November on 
Express buses that run from Leander. The WIFI-enabled 
buses feature Capital Metro WIFI decals to make board-
ing passengers aware of these capabilities. Capital Metro 
will also offer additional WIFI service at the Leander Park 
& Ride facility when it opens in Spring 2007.

      Business Relocates 
WR Woodworking is expanding and moving its of-

fices from Liberty Hill to 1103 Leander Dr. The company 
specializes in building butcher-block countertops, using 

woods such as Mesquite, 
Pecan, Maple, Walnut and 
Oak. For more information, 
call 825-8534 or visit www.
wrwoodworking.com.

       Bank Opens
Chase Bank will open its 

first Leander location Dec. 
28 by the new H-E-B Plus! at 
651 N. US 183, Suite D.  The 
locally-hired staff has more 
than 75 years combined 
experience in banking service, 
with the branch manager 
working in the area since the 
1980s. Jan. 27, the business 
will celebrate with an open-
to-the-public event that will 

include special offerings and entertainment. For more 
information, call 260-1266. 

      Shopping Center Brings 
Retail, Services

A new shopping center at 2800 Bagdad Road is opening 
three new businesses in December. According to Stuart 
Shapiro, leasing manager, space is still available to lease. 
For more information, call 358-8042. 

Anytime Fitness was the first business in the center to 
open Dec. 11 offering service 24-hours a day, seven days a 
week. For membership information, call 260-9797 or visit 
www.anytimefitness.com.

Leander

News or questions about Leander? E-mail us at news@impactnews.com.

Owners Jose and Theresa Santamaria opened Skate 
Culture, a skateboard and apparel store, Dec. 15, adjacent 
to Anytime Fitness. 

Z’s Family Hair Salon and Spa will also open provid-
ing haircuts, acrylic nails, highlights and other services. 
To celebrate its grand opening the salon will give 50 
percent off haircuts until the end of January, along with 
25 percent off any other products or services. For more 
information, call 260-0450 or visit www.zsalons.com.

  Pharmacy Preps for Grand Opening
A new CVS Pharmacy at FM 1431 and Bagdad Road will 

open in 2007. CVS has more than 6,000 stores in 43 states 
with a goal of providing outstanding service and value to 
customers while meeting healthcare needs and making the 
overall shopping experience as easy as possible.

  New Year’s Eve Wine Dinner
 Selene’s Bistro will host a New Year’s Eve wine dinner 
Dec. 31 at 9:00 p.m. The restaurant is located at 1906 S. 
Bagdad Rd. For details on the menu or to make reserva-
tions, call 528-9595.

fM 2243

fM 2243

fM 1431

Osage dr

New Hope rd

Lakeline B
lvd

  Christmas Tree Recycling
 The city of Leander will recycle Christmas trees at     
Robin Bledsoe Park for residents Dec. 26 - Jan. 14. A desig-
nated drop-off site will be set up at the Bledsoe Park park-
ing lot. The City reminds recyclers to remove all lights and 
ornaments before dropping off your tree. The trees will be 
shredded and mulch will be available to the general public. 
For more information, call 528-2700.
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Local government

Stephen Berry, Place 2
2006-2008

Melissa Beaudoin, Place 4
2006-2008

Cobby Caputo 
Mayor Pro Tem, Place 6

2006-2008

Scott Mitchell,  Place 3
2005-2007

Matt Powell, Place 1
2005-2007

Stephen Thomas, Place  5 
2005-2007

Cedar Park City Council

Mayor John Cowman
2006-2009

Iris Davis, Place  5
2005-2007

Michell Cantwell, Place 4
2006-2009

Kirsten Lynch
Mayor Pro Tem, Place 2

2006-2009

John Perez, Place 3
2005-2007

David Siebold, Place  6
2006-2009

Vic Villarreal, Place 1
2005-2007

Leander City Council

Mayor Bob Lemon
2006-2008

City Hall
600 North Bell Blvd.
401-5000
www.cedarparktx.us

City Population: 42,400
City Council meets the second and fourth 
Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Cedar Park Public Library, 550 Discovery Blvd. 

City Hall
200 W. Willis St.

528-2743
www.ci.leander.tx.us

operate. She cites an example of this coop-
eration during the last bond election when 
each commissioner appointed two citizens 
to visit with the cities in their precinct to 
identify which transportation projects to 
prioritize. 

While cities create ordinances or local 
laws, the county operates under the 
statutes defined by the state legislature. 
At the same time, the county derives its 
influence from its authority in public 
safety and transportation issues in a city’s 
extraterritorial jurisdiction.

Long added that transportation is one of 
the court’s priorities in light of the acceler-
ated population growth. She believes the 
court will have to continue to look for dif-
ferent ways to finance road projects. That 
might translate into collaboration with city 
funding. It can also mean finding more 
money within the county.  In the most 
recent election Nov. 7, Williamson County 
residents passed a bond proposal that will 
give the court the ability to expand its 
spending by millions in improving trans-
portation and parks. 
 City Council

Similar to the Commissioners Court, 

the City Council defines the budget, 
administration priorities and infrastructure 
within their jurisdiction and determines 
their policies.

Cedar Park City Secretary LeAnn Quinn 
said she has witnessed how greatly the of-
ficials affect the community’s future.

“They determine what roads are built 
and where they’re built,” she said. “The 
items that are on the ground now origi-
nated from the Council ten years ago. They 
impact every aspect of the city.”

The mayor and six council members are 
elected at large, meaning they do not repre-
sent a certain portion of their community. 

In Cedar Park, each member serves a 
two-year staggered term. The mayor also 
chooses a member to serve in his or her ab-
sence as mayor pro tem. 

In Leander, the members serve three-
year terms, with the mayor pro tem nomi-
nated and chosen by the council.

The city council will have their elections 
in the spring. Beginning in February, Ce-
dar Park residents who are at least 18, have 
lived in the city for at least a year and are 
registered voters can apply with the City 
Secretary to appear on the ballot. Leander 
has similar stipulations, but requires candi-
dates to be 21. Elections are May 12.

Unlike the County Commissioners, 
council members receive no salary. 

  Cedar Park City Secretary                
LeAnn Quinn - phone # 401-5002

  Leander City Secretary 
Debbie Haile - phone # 528-2743

Want to run for City Council?
Residents interested in adding their name to 
the ballot for the Spring 2007 elections should 
contact their city secretaries in January. Appli-
cations accepted between Feb. 10 - March 12.

City Population: 20,000
City Council meets the first and third Thursday 
of every month at 7:00 p.m. in the Pat Bryson 
Municipal Hall, 201 N. Brushy St.
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La fontana

Cypress Creek village

Liberty Plaza
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New business boom 

window. Architect Steven Levy of Clay-
ton, Levy & Little designed the building to 
resemble the warehouse district in down-
town Austin.
Liberty Plaza

Another retail center will open adja-
cent to Cypress Creek Village this month. 
Liberty Plaza, a 10,000 sq. ft. strip center, 
is 50 percent leased and includes a drive-
through liquor store, a dry cleaners and a 
nail salon. Lyly Fisher, real estate broker for 
Keller Williams, is expecting a café or res-
taurant to tenant the project, as well. 

“This is such a booming location,” Fisher 
said. “It is surrounded by professional fami-
lies and businesses and Austin Community 
College.”

Fisher said Cedar Park’s growing popula-
tion was a factor when her investors chose 
the site. When the population increases, so 
does the amount of residential neighbor-
hoods and schools.
Medical & Professional Offices

Other developments underway on Cy-
press Creek Road are geared toward medi-
cal and professional office space. 

Fred Sides, Scout Commercial Properties 
agent, is in negotiations with three tenants 
to occupy space at La Fontana, a 13,000 sq. 
ft., two-story Tuscan-style building. Greg 
Stratton bought the property two years ago 
and the project will be finished early next 
year. 

Sides attributes Cypress Creek Road’s de-

velopment to its easy-access appeal.
“Traffic has easy access from both direc-

tions because there are no medians,” Sides said. 
“There were already utilities in place on most of 
the road and there is easy mobility to all of the 
major roadways.”

Steve Windell, real estate agent for Coldwell 
Banker United Realtors, is developing another 
medical and professional office complex on Cy-
press Creek Road west of Lakeline Boulevard 
called Sun Chase Plaza II.

According to Windell, the exterior is finished 
and the roof is 90 percent complete, and the 
building will open two months ahead of sched-
ule in January. Local dentist, Dr. Steve Snowdell 
will relocate his offices and move in as the first 
tenant.
Cypress Creek’s Appeal

Just as Sides compliments Cypress Creek 
Road’s mobility, Windell thinks the location is 
the best suited for medical and professional of-
fices because of the close proximity to so many 
schools such as Cedar Park High School and 
Austin Community College.

 “What used to be a stagecoach stop a long 
time ago can now provide for a workforce from 
North Austin to Leander,” Sides said. 

Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce presi-
dent, Harold Dean, points out the need for 
additional space for medical, professional and 
retail along Cypress Creek.

“This will help grow the economy on a differ-
ent level for residents,” Dean said. “Cedar Park 
has been behind the curve with office space 
and these developments will allow for different 
types of businesses to relocate and open here in 
the city.”

Neighborhood Centers: 
restaurants, retail, office space
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Joe Frengel, owner and Jerry Hillyard, manager.

601 e. whitestone Blvd. in the railyard 
528-0018 • www.traxxcedarpark.com

Monday - thursday 11a.m. - 9 p.m.; friday - saturday 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
sunday 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

M a N a g e r ’ s  fav O r i t e

FM 1431

lover enjoyed the choice cut served with sides of rice pilaf 
and seashell pasta salad. He also added five grilled shrimp 
($3.50) to round out his main entrée order.

The vegetable and chicken fusseli ($14.25) was a splendid 
sight of broccoli, zucchini, yellow squash, mushrooms, sun-
dried tomatoes, Roma tomatoes, fresh basil and oregano 
tossed with corkscrew pasta in a light buttery garlic and 
wine sauce. Topping all this was a grilled chicken breast 
with a generous crown of Parmesan cheese. 

Our last diner’s order, an 8-oz. Black Angus filet cooked 
to taste and served with a rich mushroom sauce ($22.99), 
arrived with generous servings of his two side choices of 
green beans and broccoli. 

For dessert, we chose the homemade apple crisp with 
Granny Smith apples baked under a crumbly brown sugar 
and butter topping served a la mode ($4.99).

A special section of the menu is called “Sarah’s Foods,” 
named for Frengel’s daughter who is a picky eater. He came 
to her with a list of dishes and told her to pick which ones 
she would eat. Her choices make up the list and they range 
from baked ziti to a small ribeye and range in prices from 
$3.99 to $6.50.

Grilled pork chop 
with apple chutney 

$14.99
Wine suggestion:

Lambert Bridge Merlot 
$8.75

Traxx

Traxx is a pleasant dichotomy of upscale and family 
dining born out of owner Joe Frengel’s years of restaurant 
experience and his love of Cedar Park.

“I live in Cedar Park and there’s nowhere nice to eat 
here that isn’t a chain restaurant or fast food,” Frengel said. 
“You can’t build a restaurant in this city that ignores fami-
lies, but Traxx is also a place where you can bring a date.”

The Traxx menu was designed by Frengel, and the wine 
list by manager Jerry Hillyard. Glasses of wine start at 
$4.50 and dishes are described in plain language, so diners 
are not intimidated by chef ’s jargon.

We began the evening with the crab and artichoke dip 
($7.99) which was a nice blend of crab meat, artichoke 
hearts, and Parmesan cheese oven-baked and served with 
toasted baguettes.

My order of blackened tilapia, an 8-oz. filet served with 
a rich, creamy crawfish sauce ($14.99), was very enjoyable.  
The sauce was a nice compliment to the blackened spices.  
The sides of green beans and mashed red potatoes were 
nicely prepared and accompanied my tilapia perfectly.

If you like ribeye steak ($18.99), Traxx prepares a 
12-oz. hand-cut steak cooked to your liking. Our steak 

by deb arnold

N E I G H B O R H O O D
Casual atmosphere blends with fine taste

Traxx resTauranT

Jerry Hillyard, manager

Q
uest

Discovery
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EDUCATION
Focusby raCHel youens

Career course channels students’ college interests 
College is an expensive place for 

students to figure out what they want 
to do with their life. Every time a major 
is changed or a semester is added the 
debt rises. Fifty percent of high school 
graduates who enter college do not fin-
ish, according to the National Center for 
Research in Education.

When LISD students graduate, school 
officials hope they will not only have a 
good idea of what they want to do, they’ll 
also have hands-on experience doing it. 
Each high school has a Transition Coordi-
nator whose job is to help students make 
that leap from high school to college and 
to market students to employers.

“Our biggest goal is to have students 
know what they want to do and what they 
don’t want to do,” said Sandra MacLach-
lan, Leander High School Transition 
Coordinator.

The process begins with choosing a Ca-
reer Passport, similar to choosing a major 
in college, and completing three classes 
within that career field. In order to decide 

on what classes suit each occupation, the 
district did a statewide survey asking em-
ployers exactly what skills they looked for 
in an entry-level employee and then tried 
to match their curriculum to those needs.
The Passport

The Passport, created in 1986, is named 
so because it gives students job mobility. 
When they have finished their classes they 
receive a competency page that lists not 
only what classes they took, but the skills 
they entailed. These competency pages go 
with students on job interviews and into 
college applications.

“They can give their transcript, but 
industry people don’t always know what’s 
going on in schools,” MacLachlan said.  
“They may see ‘bio-technology’ on the 
paper, but have no idea what goes on in 
a bio-technology class. We also want em-
ployers and colleges to know the schools 
use professional equipment and follow 
industry standards as much as possible. 
When a student is learning computer- 
aided drafting design, they could really go 

into an office and do it.”
On the job

Once students have acquired the job 
skills, LISD goes one step further and gives 
them the job. During Career Opportuni-
ties On Location week, originated in 1992, 
nearly 200 students spend a week working 
at a job of their interest. COOL week is 
only open to seniors and this year it will 
take place Feb. 5-9.

“It’s a win-win situation for employers 
because they get free labor and a talent 
pool to draw from for future employees 
and interns. For students it helps them 
realize ‘this is exactly what I want to do’ 
or ‘this is not what I thought it would be,’” 
MacLachlan said.

McLachlan also stresses the importance 
of COOL lasting an entire week, which  
includes seven days of both good and bad 

aspects, morning commutes and a real 
spectrum of experience. Students often 
surprise employers with their knowledge 
and skill.
On-site application

A group of students who visited the 
high-tech company Advanced Micro 
Devices last year were given a problem to 
solve. When they offered their solution 
it was the same as that of AMD’s profes-
sional engineers. 

“More and more students are having 
to work during college and having this 
passport and experience means that they 
don’t have to work a manual labor job, or 
work at a bar until 3 a.m.,” MacLachlan 
said. “They have the experience to get a 
job in their own field making good money 
and building contacts they can use after 
college.”

Horticulture and Landscape 
Technology Classes:

 -Introduction to computer    
  aided drafting
 -Plant and animal 
  production
 -Floral Design
 -Biotechnology

CAREER PASSPORTS
After their freshman year, students choose a four-year plan following a specific 
career path. At the end of some paths students can earn a professional license 
in their field. The following are examples of Career Passports:

Cosmetology

Classes:

-Health

-Chemistry

-Accounting

-Cosmetology

Public RelationsClasses:
  -Public Speaking  -Business Management  -Principles of marketing  -Leadership
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+$20,262 

-20

Change in
avg. selling
price over 
last year

Change in
number of
homes sold
over last year

Change in 
homes on the 
market since 
last month

+17 

Cedar Park & Leander MLS Area
R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P O R TR e s i d e n t i a L

Cypress Bend
Cedar Park - 78613
1705 Azalea
Agent: Bernice Schaffer (512) 250-0855

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$175,000

Lakeline Oaks
Cedar Park - 78613             
2408 Cranberry        
Agent: Mary “B” Battaglia (512) 258-6677

Block House
Leander - 78641            
15104 Big Falls
Agent: Deven Richter (512) 844-2495

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$155,000

4 Br./3 Ba.         
$225,000

On the
Market

Price Range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale
13

157

209

165

57

28

10

5

4

area HOMes

< $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

112
1021
805
404
65
18
7
3
0

$79,679
$128,283
$171,855
$238,520
$335,332
$437,574
$702,529
$860,417
–

77.15
72.50
72.24
88.27
93.69
78.28

122.14
177.67

–

sOLd
Price Range # SOLD Avg. Sales Price Days On Market 

September 1, 2005 – August 31, 2006
Monthly Home sales

Month  Number of Sales Average Price
October 2006

October 2005

September 2006

August 2006

July 2006

June 2006

May 2006

175

195

208

250

226

295

231

$177,988

$157,726

$173,369

$177,391

$175,873

$172,265

$168,097
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H I S TO R I C A L  I M PA C T

One of the earliest schools in the Cedar 
Park area was located at the intersection 
of US 183 and FM 1431 at the present 
location of La Tapatia Mexican Restaurant.  
This area was known as White Stone Com-
munity and was named for quarries in the 
vicinity. 

In about 1887, 
George and Harriet 
Cluck sold 1.5 acres 
for $1 to the Trustees 
of the Running Brushy 
Community School 
where they con-
structed a one room 
school-church building on the east side of 
the railroad tracks.

In 1920, Thomas L. Allen was appointed 
trustee of the Cedar Park School District.  
Because the old school was more than 
40 years old and in need of repair, Allen 
consolidated Cedar Park with Block House 
and closed both schools to form the new 
White Stone School in 1923. The building 
was built of native rock donated by the 
Allen Quarry.

The two-room schoolhouse usually had 
35-40 students attending, with grades 1-4 
in one room and 5-8 in the other.  It had 
no kindergarten at that time, but children 
usually began their schooling at age five.

In the winter, the building was heated 

Education deeply rooted at US 183, FM 1431
CoMpiled by JiM dawson

Family attacked by Comanche Indians

L e A n d e RC e d A R  P A R k

 A group of about 30 men headed by 
John Webster along with his wife Dolly 
and their two children, Booker, 10, and 
Virginia, 3, traveled from Hornsby’s Bend 
on their way to land they had purchased 
in Burnet County. 

They had reached what is 
known as the dividing ridge 
between south and north 
San Gabriel when they came 
upon a band of Comanche 
Indians making their way in 
the direction of the settle-
ments. The Webster party al-
tered its course hoping to be 
undiscovered. They traveled 
late into the night, until one 
of the wagons broke an axle 
while crossing the San Gabriel 
River.  After working for hours repairing 
the wagon, the party continued its retreat 
and reached Brushy Creek at sunrise.

The Comanches, with about 300 war-
riors, attacked the Webster party during 
the early morning hours of Aug. 27, 1839 
at a spot two miles east of Leander. The 
party circled their wagons and fought 
valiantly until about 10 a.m. when the last 
man fell. The Indians broke up the wagons 
and provisions that were being carried, 
including Mrs. Webster’s fine china. They 
scalped all the men except John Webster, 

CoMpiled by JiM dawson

possibly excluding him because he was 
older and had white hair.

Soon after the massacre some of the 
Webster’s stock found its way back to the 
Hornsby’s Bend settlement with Indian 
arrows stuck in their sides. The group that 

had remained at the settlement 
were worried and immediately 
sent out a search party. They 
found the bodies at the site of 
the massacre and buried them 
in a common grave using the 
bed of one of the wagons as a 
coffin.

The Comanches took Dolly 
Webster and her two children 
into captivity. The three were 
separated at times, but after 

several months of imprison-
ment, Dolly and Virginia were able to 
escape. Eluding their captors for 12 days, 
the Websters eventually found their way 
to San Antonio in late March 1840. In a 
treaty agreement the Indians voluntarily 
returned Booker Webster six days after his 
mother and sister arrived.  

Booker Webster later served in the 
Mexican War with the Texas Mounted vol-
unteers. He was wounded in service and 
died in Mexico City Jan. 16, 1848 at age 
18. Virginia Webster had a full life after 
eventually settling in California.  

by a huge wood-burning, pot-bellied stove 
the older boys tended during the day.  A 
school regent started the fire early each 
morning so it would be warm when the 
children arrived.

Each room had a cloakroom for the 
children to hang their coats. One of the 

cloakrooms was 
eventually turned into 
a kitchen where lunch 
was prepared for the 
children.

Originally the 
school had no indoor 
plumbing. The 
children used two 

outhouses, one for the 
boys and another for the girls.

Mary Henry Bible, 82, attended the 
school all eight years and recalls walking 
to and from school each day. 

Bible also remembers playing on big 
rocks outside and climbing a big oak tree 
that still stands on the property.  

“It had a grapevine that ran through it, 
and a big boy would swing us on the vine 
and we played Tarzan,” Bible said.

The White Stone School was consoli-
dated into the Leander ISD in 1952. The 
building was remodeled in 1984 and later 
dismantled because of roadway improve-
ments. Local realtor, Preston Carlton, 
purchased the salvaged building materials 
and continues to keep them in storage.  
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Community ICON
On Christmas Day in 1995, patrol officer Greg Min-

ton responded to a call at a local residence. He 
doesn’t remember the details of that day, but he 

does remember how it changed him. 
“When I started on the force in 1995, there were only 

a handful of officers, so it wasn’t uncommon for any of 
us to work the holidays,” he recalls. “The call that I was 
responding to was in a low-income area. I remember 
when I walked into the house, I was struck by the fact that 
there were no presents or even a Christmas tree. I asked 
the kids if they were excited that it was Christmas and 
they just looked at me and said, ‘Why? It’s just like any 
other day.’”

“That really threw me. I lived for Christmas as a kid. 
That day stuck in my head and I knew I had to do some-
thing.”

Minton was aware of the Austin Police Department’s 
Blue Santa program, and decided to learn more about 
it. At the time the program could not find funding in 
Leander, but Minton was not discouraged. Together with 

his wife, Michelle, they became the 
Leander Blue Santa organization.

“A friend of ours owned a 
Hallmark store and was will-

ing to help us,” he said. 
“She gave us five or 

six rare Beanie Babies 
(which were huge at that 

time) to auction off.”
With the money they raised 

from the auction, as well as pri-
vate donations from local citizens, 

Lt. Greg Minton        by Susan VanDeWater
Minton and his wife bought gifts on the families’ wish 
lists. In its first year, Leander’s Blue Santa, made up of just 
two people, provided gifts to 20 families.

After the first year, Minton said support from the 
community began to build. Local businesses and private 
citizens recognized what the department was doing and 
wanted to help. In fact, one woman donated 100 bicycles 
she had personally purchased. 

The organization eventually began holding fundraisers 
such as the annual parade in December, where Minton 
still dresses up as Blue Santa.

But soon, the program couldn’t keep up with the 
growth of the city. 

“We wanted other people involved in the program, so 
that it could continue to grow. At that time, we decided 
to reinstate the police association,” Minton said.

In 2002, the Leander Law Enforcement As-
sociation took the reigns of Blue Santa. Minton 
and his wife still participate, but he attributes 
the program’s success to something more 
than the two of them. 

“It may have started out as a two-per-
son operation, but it has grown into 
a community affair,” Minton said. 
“This program’s success is the result 
of everyone’s dedication and drive to 
make Blue Santa work.”

From Leander ISD schools to 
the Leander Community Club, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Citizen’s 
Police Academy and local businesses, 
not to mention private citizens, Lean-

der Blue Santa is a community effort. 
Last year, the organization partnered with the Hill 

Country Christmas Bureau and Cedar Park’s Blue Santa, 
resulting in the most successful year to date. 

“In 2005, Leander Blue Santa provided gifts to more 
than 600 children in approximately 200 families,” said 
Detective Helen Garrett, president of LLEA. Leander Blue 
Santa remains a completely voluntary program. 

“The officers who participate do so out of the kindness 
of their hearts and for the spirit of 

Christmas,” Minton said. “In our 
job we see so much of the bad stuff. 
Participating in this program gives 
us a chance to see all the good 

that is out there too.”
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Twenty years ago, when seniors living in what was then 
the outermost edges of the Austin suburbs needed help 
with transportation, they turned to their local churches. 
It didn’t take long for the congregations to recognize the 
need. Seniors needed help getting to doctors’ appoint-
ments, or they needed someone to look in on them from 
time to time, or maybe they just needed a chance to get 
out and make some friends.

In response, the churches formed Far Northwest 
Caregivers in 1986. The group’s mission has remained 
constant: to provide transportation, social activities, and 
other support services to seniors, thereby allowing those 
seniors to remain active in the community and live inde-
pendently. But new strength and opportunity has come 
along in a newly-formed coalition of caregiver organiza-
tions called Faith in Action Caregivers (FIAC).  

“There are eight Caregivers organizations throughout 
the Central Texas area, from Georgetown down to South 
Austin and from Cedar Park to Leander.  But up until 
recently, we’ve had an informal partnership,” said Serita 
Lacasse, executive director of FIAC-Pflugerville.  “With 
help from the Faith in Action Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, we all signed a ‘Memorandum of Under-
standing’ that will formalize our association and help 

ensure we’re all working to accomplish the same mission.”
The new collaboration should help all eight entities be-

come more efficient. The group has begun a series of ads at 
the Tinseltown and Barton Creek movie theaters to ask for 
volunteers and to spread the word about FIAC.  

“We want to be just as familiar as Meals on Wheels or 
Habitat for Humanity. Part of the point of the partnership 
is to consolidate our name and create some recognition so 
people know what our goal is, what services we provide, 
and how to get in touch with us.  It will help families and 
clients, as well as help us gain the support we need,” Lacasse 
said.

Far Northwest Caregivers, now FIAC-Northwest, serves 
more than 230 seniors. 

“As of the end of November, we’ve provided over 1,100 
round-trip transports in 2006,” Sarah Carriker, executive 
director, said.  

In addition to providing much needed transportation 
for area seniors, the group also offers a Senior Day Out 
program twice a month at Pond Springs Baptist Church 
on the second and fourth Thursday of each month from 10 
a.m. to noon.  

“It’s a social event sponsored by a congregation that pro-
vides lunch. The seniors get an opportunity to socialize and 

by Julia Kennedy Jayes

C L O S E R
L   O K

nOn-PrOFiT - FaiTh in aCTiOn Caregivers

Volunteer Jean Childs, with her daughter Taylor Childs and niece 
Danielle Lacasse, prepares to take Pearl Daviou to an appointment.

faith in action Caregivers - Northwest
www.farnorthwestcaregivers.org

250-5021

make friends,” Carriker said. “They have board games or 
bingo and even a reading group for the visually impaired.”

FIAC-Northwest relies almost entirely on volunteers. 
“We always need volunteer drivers, volunteers to help 
with the Senior Day Out, volunteers for the office – we’re 
almost completely volunteer-driven, so we can’t empha-
size that need enough! It’s really rewarding because of the 
one-on-one time they get with the senior they’re helping.  
Our volunteers always tell me they get more than they 
give,” Carriker said.  “I think it’s good karma.”

Faith in Action Caregivers-Northwest 
provides services for the elderly

ta x - d e d u C t i B L e 
d O N at i O N s  C a N  B e 

M a i L e d  tO
 Faith in Action Caregivers
10633 Lake Creek Parkway,

 Austin, TX  78750

v O Lu N t e e r i N g

All volunteers go through a simple, one-hour 
training, a background check and 

submit three references.
Volunteers are allowed to bring their children 

when volunteering.

e L i g i B L e  s e N i O r s

FIAC serves individuals over the 
age of 60 who live independently 
and are self-ambulatory.  Clients 

are visited in-home prior to 
beginning services.
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R e G I O n A L  I M PA C T
A b R I d G e d  S T O R I e S  f R O M  O u R  S I S T e R  P u b L I C A T I O n’S  d e C e M b e R  I S S u e

Just a little more than a decade ago, 
Round Rock residents spent nearly 63 
cents for every $100 of their homes’ value 
in property taxes. But in 1993, a young 
company named Dell Computer Corpora-
tion came to town and began generating a 
steady stream of sales tax revenue, and the 
property tax has dropped ever since. 

“Dell Inc. has changed this city and 
propelled it to where it has become rec-
ognized nationwide,” Round Rock City 
Manager Jim Nuse said. 

Nuse, along with assistant city manager, 
David Kautz, participated in the original 
negotiations with the technology company 
that would revolutionize the city.

“It’s like a birth of a star,” Kautz said. “It 
was a major turning point for us.”

 The story is familiar to many of how 
in 1984 Michael Dell, while still a student 
at the University of Texas, started a small 
company called PC’s Limited, which 
quickly began to flourish. By the early ‘90s, 
it had outgrown its operating space. 

As the company looked to expand, Aus-
tin tried to retain them while other cities, 
even in Europe, courted Dell’s attention.

For Round Rock, the negotiation 
process began before city officials realized 
what was happening because the Dell em-
ployees who approached the city did not 
identify their company. Nuse said he was 

by CHristi snow

How Dell changed Round Rock
not even sure if the representatives gave 
them their real names. 

When the Dell representatives ap-
proached Round Rock in 1992, they said 
they had the potential to bring high-paid 
employees who could fill Round Rock 
homes. That was exactly what the city staff 
wanted, Kautz said.

 During the negotiation process, taxes 
and business costs became the focal point 
of the discussion. Mayor Charles Culpep-
per signed the Economic Development 
Program Agreement Aug. 26, 1993, which 
bound the city and Dell together for at 
least 60 years until Dec. 31, 2053, with two 
primary stipulations:

1. The city would practice a program 
payment plan that ensures the company 
receives 5/8 of every one cent in sales tax 
revenue for Dell products sold in Texas. 
The other 3/8 belongs to Round Rock. 

2. Dell would eventually receive a 50 
percent rebate portion from their property 
tax. 

Since Dell began operating in the city 
in 1995, Round Rock has seen many 
changes. Instead of property taxes, the city 
budget depends on sales taxes for more 
than 60 percent of their general operations 
revenue and almost half of that number 
comes from Dell sales, which means the 
city will always have to watch Dell’s dips 
and progresses closely. 

1984 - PC’s Limited is founded by Michael Dell while
he is still a student at the University of Texas

1987 - First computer systems company to offer
next-day, on-site product service 

1988 - The company changes its name to 
Dell Computer Corporation 

1992 - Included for first time among Fortune 500
roster of world’s largest companies 

1993 - Chooses Round Rock as its home, signing 
a 60-year agreement

 - Joins ranks of the top-five computer system 
makers worldwide 

1999 - Opens second major U.S. location in 
Nashville, Tennessee 

 - Becomes the largest provider for personal
computers 

2001 - Ranks No. 1 in global market share 

2002  - U.S. consumers choose Dell as their No. 1 
 computer systems provider 

2003 - The company changes its name to Dell Inc. to
reflect the evolution of the company to a 
diverse supplier of technology products and 
services

2005 - For the first time, Dell generates less-than-
expected earnings

-  Tops list of  “America’s Most Admired
   Companies”  in Fortune Magazine 
- Opens third major U.S. manufacturing location 

in Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

2006 - Ships more than 10 million systems in a single
quarter for first time in its history

- The Securities and Exchange Commission
enters into an investigation of company’s 
accounting matters

1994 1995 2007

D E L L
 in Round Rock

  by the numbers

Source: City of Round Rock, Round Rock Chamber of Commerce, Dell Inc. Source: Dell Inc., Caroline Dietz, Dell spokesperson

Round Rock
Population

Sales Tax Revenue 
for General Fund

Property Tax Rate

General Fund 
Budget

City Limits

Dell Employees 
at Round Rock

Dell Computers 
Sold

39,455

$5 
million

$11.2 
million

20 sq.
miles

41,360

$7 
million
($1.7 million 
from Dell)

$14.9
million

20 sq.
miles

88,500

$49.8 
million
($25.25 
million from 
Dell)

$0.36021

$79 
million

30.4 sq.
miles

10,000

$0.4889$0.5692

2,500 - 3,000 ---

1.3 million 1.9 million
200 million
since 1984

Fiscal Year

Dell Annual
Revenue

$2.9
billion

$3.5
billion

$55.9
billion

For fiscal year 2006
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C e d a r  P a r k

Triad Hospitals, Inc. is partner-
ing with Seton Family of Hospitals in a 
joint-venture to build a $105 million hospi-
tal with 151 beds catered to Cedar Park and 
Leander residents.

Cedar Park Regional Medi-
cal Center is expected to break 
ground in June and open Febru-
ary 2008, at the intersection of 
the new US 183A toll road and 
Whitestone Boulevard.

“We have a commitment to the 
partners and to the community 
to take care of the needs today and in the 
future,” Charles Barnett, Seton president 
and CEO, said. “We recognize the tremen-
dous growth in Williamson County, and we 
respond when the community asks us.”

According to Cedar Park Regional Medi-
cal Center’s new CEO, Dr. David Klein, 
Triad joined with Seton because of its repu-
table name and quality healthcare. Seton 
Family of Hospitals currently has 20 loca-
tions in Central Texas. Klein considers it to 

by Mandy Hobby

Partners cater community hospital to fit cities’ needs
New hospital to open in Cedar Park

be one of the leading providers of health-
care services in Central Texas.

 “We want to maximize on the good 
things of both Seton and Triad,” Klein said 
about the partnership. “We both have a lot 
in common: we want to be involved in the 

community, put the patients first and also 
be physician advocates.”

Dr. Oliver Lou, chairman of the Cedar 
Park Chamber of Commerce, is excited 
about the economic impact the new hos-
pital will have on the major employers in 
the area.

“This hospital is a true testament to the 
saying, ‘If you build it, they will come,’” 
Lou said. “They being doctors, nurses, staff 
and patients.”

The key to the opening of a new 
203-acre Texas X Park by Leander Capi-
tal Investors will be its neighborly pres-
ence in the community, according to Jim 
Bechtol, Leander’s director of community 
development.

“We are already addressing people’s 
fears of noise and water now,” Bechtol 
said. “The developers and the city have 
worked on a development agreement for 
the past ten months that assures citizens 
of compatible uses, protections and that 
we are in control of any negative impacts it 
might have on the city.”

This new neighbor located at Bagdad 
Road and San Gabriel Parkway will provide 
a projected $66 million of sales tax revenue 
for Leander, as well as the city’s first hotel, 
retail, restaurants, extreme sports facilities, 
an RV park, a beachfront with volleyball, 
paintball, overnight camps and trails.

The park will be 4,000 ft. from the com-
muter rail train station, 23 miles from Aus-
tin and next to two of Leander’s parks: Lake 
Devine Park and Benbrook Ranch Regional 
Park.

Leander was chosen as the featured des-
tination location for this multi-use state-

by Mandy Hobby

Texas X Park combines revenue, retail and recreation in Leander
Extreme Development

of-the-art park over other cities because 
of the community’s demographics, fam-
ily spirit and transportation, according to 
developer Matt Tolbert.

“This community is the best communi-
ty,” Tolbert explained. “In Leander, there 
is an average of 2.3 children per house-
hold and also the commuter rail which 
will get kids safely here for us to shuttle 
to the park.”

The property is divided into two zon-
ing parts: general commercial for retail 
and planned use development for park 
facilities. Phase I could open as early as 
December, with the surrounding com-
mercial to follow. For more information 
about the Texas X Park, visit www.texas-
xpark.com.

L e a n d e r

Delayed by environmental issues during 
the permitting process, the Texas X Park 
has not begun construction. However, 
developer Matt Tolbert said he remains 
optimistic since his team completed their 
application for a federal permit. 
After the federal government approves 

The hospital is on schedule to open January 2008. About 90 percent 
of the steel frame is completed. Construction crews are working on 
interior and exterior wall framing and have poured some of the slabs 
for the upper floors. In December, about 160 workers were at the 
project with that number to quickly increase.

the permit, he said it would take eight 
months to complete the first phase of the 
development. 
“It feels like it’s taking a long time, but 

everything is coming through and once we 
open, we’re going to have a development 
that will last for a 100 years,” he said.

Review

Update
Cedar Park Regional Medical Center
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Endeavor Real Estate 
Group will break ground in mid-October 
on Cedar Park’s largest retail center called 
1890 Ranch. Located at the northeast cor-
ner of US 183A and FM 1431, the 900,000 
sq. ft. project will include a 12-screen Cin-
emark Theater, Wachovia Bank, Compass 
Bank, PetSmart, OfficeMax and a Super 
Target. 

The $125 million 90-acre development’s 
first phase will include 100,000 sq. ft. of of-
fice space and 530,000 sq. ft. of retail. An-
other 50,000 sq. ft. of restaurants with out-
door courtyards, a food court, a large plaza 
area and office spaces are also included in 
Phase I, which will be completed by Octo-
ber 2007. The second phase will begin in 
mid 2007 and will have 270,000 sq. ft. of 
retail. 

“Cedar Park has been an area we have 
been watching for the past three or four 
years, and we are really excited to bring 
this project to the community,” Charlie 
Northington, Endeavor principal said. 

by JaMes twine and Mandy Hobby

City’s largest retail center adds to growing commerce of FM 1431
1890 Ranch to break ground

“The city has been very organized and has 
been great to work with throughout this 
whole process.” 

Phil Brewer, Cedar Park’s economic devel-
opment director, anticipates the new devel-
opment will bring in an excess of 1,000 jobs 
and $10-$20 million into the community. 

Brewer said that creating a destination like 
1890 Ranch was important for meeting the 
growing community’s entertainment needs. 
According to Brewer, the development will 
not only generate tax dollars, but new jobs 
as well. 

“We are faced with a limited amount of de-
velopable land remaining in this community, 
so the challenge we [city officials] all had was 
trying to not only maximize the tax revenues 
that are generated from the property but, 
also, the job creation part of it,” Brewer said. 

1890 Ranch is just one of several projects 
going up in the FM 1431 area. Seton Hospi-
tals, Inc. and Triad broke ground on the Ce-
dar Park Regional Medical Center in June. 
The Depot which includes a Threadgill’s Res-
taurant, Mexican Cantina and pavilion will 
open this spring. 

2006 Business Profiles
Cedar Park Leander

Simply  Zora’s Select 
Irresistible Gifts

Hill Country The Grass
Water Gardens Patch Inc.
& Nursery

Plush Fabric  Total Pool
Studio & Spa

TNT Hobbies Zipadeedoodah
                

Dr. John’s  Cashway
Sports  Building
Center Materials

Winkley’s  J.C. Evans 
Trading Post Construction

                       Barron’s  
                        Vacuum
                         Center

Happy Tails                                                                      Aquatic           
Pet Resort                                                                      Industries,
                                                                                                          Inc. 
Cycle Sport                                                       

2006 Restaurant Profiles

THE DEPOT

ThreadGill’s Plaza
includes:

  Threadgill’s restaurant 
 Mexican cantina
 7,000 sq. ft. pavilion
 Outdoor music venues
 Covered boardwalk 

and depot

OPeNiNG fall 2006
    A retail building  separate from 
Threadgill’s with 30,000 sq. ft.

Proposed Threadgill’s restaurant and adjacent train 
boarding platform looking south toward RM 1431

The proposed retail center.

Architect renderings courtesy Don Quick & Assoc.,Inc.

                           April:   O’Leander Cafe

May:  Jardin Corona

                                June:    Selene’s Bistro

July:   The Railyard Grill

August:    Smokey Mo’s BBQ

      September:  Thamnak Thai

                   October:   Hunan Ranch

November:   Saccone’s PIzza 
                                and Subs

December: Traxx Restaurant

April:

May:

June:

July:

August:

September:

October:

November

December

• The 1890 Ranch development is on schedule for 
completion of Phase I in October 2007, but no new 
tenants have been announced. Super Target, Petsmart 
and a Cinemark theater are announced tenants.  

• The Depot finalized negotiations with Castle Dental 
and T-Mobile, and continues to seek additional tenants. 

•  Threadgill’s Plaza plans to open Spring 2007. Babyface 
Salon  

White Star Farm

Review

Threadgill’s Pavillion1890 Ranch
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Update on Cedar Park Road ProjectsUpdate on Ronald Reagan Extension

South Phase II (FM 2243 to Hwy. 29) is under construction with completion 
expected September 2007. The intersection of Ronald Reagan Boulevard and 
Hwy. 29 is included in this phase of the project and has been delayed pend-
ing environmental clearance. Clearance is anticipated to be received before the 
end of 2006, at which time construction of the intersection will begin and is 
expected to be complete by late spring/early summer 2007. 

North Phase I (Hwy. 29 to FM 3405) is scheduled to be complete by the end of 
this year with the exception of the intersection of Ronald Reagan Boulevard and 
Hwy. 29 (see South Phase II). 

The contract for North Phase II (FM 3405 to FM 2338/Williams Dr.) was awarded 
to J.C. Evans Construction last month and construction is scheduled to begin 
January 2007. The project is expected to be complete August 2008. 

North Phase III (FM 2338 to SH 195) is under design. 

North Phase IV (SH 195 to IH 35) is under design after receiving approval by 
Williamson County voters in the November 2006 bond election. 
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Intersection of Park Street and US 183
Turn lanes added to Park Street at the intersection 

of US 183 to increase efficiency and improve traffic 
circulation. 

Update: City is in the process of acquiring right-
of-way. Construction anticipated to begin March 
2007. Expected to be complete June 2007.

E. New Hope Rd.

New Hope Road West Reconstruction
Reconstruction and widening of New Hope Road 

from approximately 800 ft. east of US 183 to Bagdad 
Road. Includes reconstruction of US 183 intersec-
tion. New Hope Road will be widened to a four-lane 
divided roadway with flush median, raised medians 
at major intersections, landscaping and sidewalks. 

Update: Under construction. Expected to be 
complete October 2007.

East Little Elm Trail Realignment
Reconstruction of East Little Elm Trail 

at the intersection of US 183 to increase 
mobility and safety. Traffic signal will be 
constructed by TxDOT. 

Update: Under construction. Ex-
pected to be complete February 2007.

New Hope Road East
Reconstruction and widening of New Hope 

Road east of US 183 to CR 180. New Hope 
Road East will be widened to a four-lane road-
way with continuous left turn lane throughout 
the limits of the project. 

Update: Under construction. Expected to 
be complete October 2007.

El Salido Parkway (Cypress Creek Road to 
City Limits)

Reconstruction of El Salido Parkway from 
Cypress Creek Road south to the city limits. 
Total project length is 2,500 ft. El Salido will 
be reconstructed from a two-lane undivided 
roadway without curb and gutter to a two-lane 
undivided roadway with travel lanes, bike 
lanes, and curb and gutter. 

Update: Construction will begin in January. 
Expected to be complete July 2007. Anderson Mill Rd. South 

Project will consist of approximately 2,300 linear 
ft. of four-lane divided roadway. The north end will 
connect to the existing section of Anderson Mill 
Road recently constructed by Travis County. The 
south end will connect to a new segment of road 
that follows the current FM 2769 alignment cur-
rently under design by TxDOT. The project will also 
include realignment of FM 2769 to form a T-
intersection with the proposed Anderson Mill Road. 

Update: Under construction. Expected to be 
complete January 2007. 
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Round Rock company to produce 
wind energy turbines

Round Rock company TECO-Westinghouse 
signed an agreement Nov. 27 to help build and 
assemble a new type of wind energy turbine. The 
agreement between TECO-Westinghouse and 
Composite Technology Corporation, based in 
California, will bring 100 to 150 new jobs to Round 
Rock and provide for research and development 
into future wind power technology. Although this 
agreement does not mean that Round Rock will 
see fields of wind turbines along SH 45, it does help 
Texas surpass its renewable energy goals and become a leader in wind power. 
Texas is currently the nation’s top producer of wind energy. 

The D8.2 turbines that will be produced in Round Rock make wind energy 
more efficient by conserving power in their operation sending energy directly 
to the power grid, rather than through a converter. After they are built, the 
turbines will be distributed throughout North America. 

TECO-Westinghouse, a leading manufacturer of electrical motors and 
generators, has been in Round Rock since 1988 and employs 300 people. They 
began their involvement with the wind industry back in the 1980s producing 
early wind turbine designs.

l o c a l .  u s e f u l .  e v e r y o n e  g e t s  i t .

by raCHel youens

A little bit of Sweden in Central Texas: 
IKEA opens for business

It is an odd juxtaposition to sit 
in lawn chairs and sleep in tents 
outside a building holding 252,000 
sq. ft. of home furnishings, but 
that’s just what Andrew Tingley 
did to be the first person in line at 
the opening of Central Texas’ first 
IKEA Nov. 15.

The store opened Wednesday to 
fanfare and celebration as Round 
Rock Mayor Nyle Maxwell opened the ceremony. He praised IKEA’s contribu-
tion to the community, emphasizing that the company not only brings jobs, but 
good jobs, with competitive pay. 

IKEA is expected to bring $31 million to the Round Rock economy annually 
and to employ 300 people. The company has also made a $10,000 donation of 
goods and furniture to the Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center, a 
non-profit organization assisting abused children and their families.

IKEA will be open each day from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.

by raCHel youens
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      One of the leading causes of fires during the 
holiday season is unattended cooking. Always be 
aware of your surroundings and use timers set at 
intervals, such as every 15 minutes, to remind you to 
check on your food. Never leave for a short trip with 
things cooking on top of the stove. You never know 
when you will be delayed. Follow directions on your 
cooker and be careful of putting anything into hot 
grease and causing a boil-over or spattering. 

When putting up Christmas lights, always check 
them for frayed wires, broken bulbs or fixtures and 
discard any that are faulty. Always use outdoor lights 
outdoors. Indoors, keep a live tree well watered and 
check for dryness—do not use candles on Christmas 
trees and do not overload electrical outlets and 
extension. When not at home, turn off the tree lights. 
Be careful when your tree is close to a fireplace and 
use the screen. Be careful while burning wrapping 
paper and cardboard in the fireplace and always 
make sure your smoke detector works. 

H O L I D AY  T I P Ss a F e t Y

Leander Fire Department

Fire

Chief Jerry Williams
528-2858

“

”

Burglary

Capt. Jeff Hayes
259-3600

Cedar Park Police Department

“

”

The most simple prevention method of 
protecting your home during the holidays is 
to use locks. It may sound too elementary of a 
suggestion, but the police department has many 
reports of car and home burglaries where people 
simply leave their car, garage or door to their home 
unlocked. On several occasions people have left 
keys to their home and car in that same unlocked 
car. Crooks even look for cars in driveways where 
folks leave their garage door openers clipped to 
the visor. Don’t display gifts where they can be 
seen easily through a window. After the holidays, 
don’t put that big box by the curb as trash—it is an 
advertisement of what you have in your home. Cut 
up boxes and put them in garbage bags.

If you go out of town, use automatic light timers 
or have a trusted neighbor or relative watch your 
home and pick up your mail and newspaper. If 
something or someone looks suspicious, contact 
the police immediately. 

Protect yourself! It’s shopping season, and sadly, 
there are those who would seek to profit from your 
distraction. Before beginning the madness in search 
of the perfect gift, it is important to take a few 
precautions.

 Since most crimes originate out of opportunity, 
make crime inconvenient for the criminal.  Simple 
undertakings such as locking car doors or keeping 
valuables out of plain sight can dramatically decrease 
your chances of becoming a crime victim.

 Also remember there is safety in numbers.  Avoid 
making shopping trips during the peak hours of the 
day and try to shop in groups to become a less desir-
able target.

 Although cash is king, try to avoid carrying cash 
while shopping and take advantage of the protections 
credit cards have to offer.

Stay smart, keep safe, and enjoy the season and its 
wonderful meaning with family and friends.

Leander Police Department

Car Theft

Billy Fletcher
528-2800

”

“
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leann Quinn
City Secretary, Cedar Park

A    California native, LeAnn Quinn came to Cedar 
Park without ever having seen the city because 

she wanted to live closer to her family who had 
moved to the area.  Once she arrived in 1997, she 

decided it was the perfect place to call home. She 
immediately began to work as the City Secretary and 

has continued ever since.
 “I love Texas,” she said. “I love Central 

Texas and I enjoy the people I work 
with. They’re extended family. They’re 

so supportive and always there for 
me.”

debbie haile
City Secretary, Leander

After working for the city for six years, Debbie 
Haile was promoted to City Secretary in April. 

Despite the challenges of her job that require constant 
multitasking, Haile appreciates both the diversity of her 
responsibilities, as well as the chance to watch Leander 

develop. 
             “I like the fact that [Leander] is a young city and 

has a lot of potential for growth,” Haile said. “It’s a lot 
of fun to watch it grow and see how it will change. 

I will be really excited to look at it 20 years from 
now and be like ‘Wow, this used to be such a 
small city.’ I am getting to see that from the 
beginning.”

Q.   What are your responsibilities?
A.  I put together the agenda, the minutes and work closely with the City 
Council. I am responsible for keeping the ordinances and record retention. I am the 
administrator for city elections and work closely with the mayor, helping him with his 
schedule. I issue the liquor licenses and open record requests. I also do anything the 
City Manager asks me to do.

Q.    How does your job impact the people of Leander?
A.   I am the information hub for the city. Everything is kept in my office from 
ordinances to agendas. If people want to obtain information about the city then they 
come to me. I get a lot of open record requests. Sometimes the police handle their 
requests because of legal issues, but for the most part they come through me.

Q.    What do you wish you had known before becoming City Secretary?
A.   I wish I had understood more of the complexity of the job. Everything in my job 
is time sensitive. It all must be accurate and on time for the deadlines. I don’t think I 
realized before I came to this position how complex it would be. Since I had worked 
in the city I had some idea, but I did not realize how much work it was to be City 
Secretary.

Q.    What have you learned about the city that you think most people do not realize?
A.  The city is growing very rapidly and I don’t think most people realize we are oper-
ating under the same staff we were a few years ago. I attribute being able to do that to 
a professional staff. I don’t think people understand what this growth really means. We 
just got the H-E-B and that’s just the start of the commercial projects. It’s going to be a 
really great city with the rail station and the transit-oriented development. 

Q.   What is your favorite holiday tradition?
A.   My kids and I open one little gift on Christmas Eve. Then we get up really early 
like little kids and run and open the rest of them. My daughter is 22, but we still do it. 

Education:  Attended Texas Tech University; Completing the Texas Municipal Clerks 
Certification program. 

Family: Two daughters, Jessica, 22 and Tera, 17.
Contact information:  debbie@ci.leander.tx.us; 528-2743

Education:  Bachelor of Business Administration, California State University;
 Completed the Texas Municipal Clerks Certification program.
Family:   Husband, James; two children, Drew, 11, Nicole, 9.
Contact information:   quinn_l@ci.cedar-park.tx.us; 401-5002

Q.   What are your responsibilities?
A.  I probably have the most public unknown position in the city. I have to make sure 
all legal requirements are met. All my duties are mandated by state law. For instance, 
the agenda has to be posted 72 hours before the City Council meeting. I am the official 
record keeper and all of my mistakes are very public because they violate the law. 
The people see the results of my work, but they never see me. I am also responsible 
for all open record requests for the city and I coordinate the elections. I asked the city 
attorney once what my job was, and he told me that it was to not have an opinion, but 
to record everyone else’s opinions.

Q.    How does your job impact the people of Cedar Park?
A.   There are so many different levels of how my job impacts people. The city 
government gives people the right to get accurate notification and information not 
only from the council, but also from the board and commissions. They depend on me to 
get that information. I am somewhat of a gatekeeper. The council relies on me to make 
sure everything is done legally.

Q.    What do you wish you had known before becoming City Secretary?
A.   I had worked with a government entity before I came to Cedar Park so I had an 
idea of how everything operated overall. However, I wish I had more knowledge about 
the specifics. The city has their own language. We talk in acronyms. I really didn’t know 
that. 

Q.    What have you learned about the city that you think most people do not realize?
A.  I don’t think many people understand how many people it takes to run a city. 
When they turn the water on it comes on. When they call the firefighters, they respond. 
But people don’t see the planning department that gives us our roads. We’re a city of 
roughly 300 employees and there are a lot of people who work behind the scenes.
 

Q.   What is your favorite holiday tradition?
A.   My family waits until the first cold spell, and we roll down our windows in the car 
and drive around to watch all the Christmas lights. We really want it to be cold.
  

City secretaries unveil complexities behind running a city


