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Sherry McDonnell, 
 Executive Director

by Mandy Hobby

What began as a conversation over coffee 
has turned into recurring discussions in 
city council meetings and computer blog  
postings. The topic of discussion: Cedar 
Park and Leander consolidating forces to 
become one city.

No formal committees have formed and 
no action has been taken on either side of 
the idea, but a definite buzz is making its 
way around both cities.
Community Involvement

Phil Duprey, Cedar Park Chamber of 
Commerce ambassador and former city 
council member, posted a discussion on 
his online forum, www.cedarparkissues.
com, last month hoping to begin commu-
nity conversation. Since then, responses for 
and against a possible merger appear on his 
site daily. Duprey is actively trying to get 
the idea in residents’ minds in hopes of one 
day actually bringing the cities together.

“It doesn’t make sense to be politically 
separate,” Duprey said. “The cities could 
combine to eventually compete economi-
cally with larger cities.” Charles Rowland, 
Cedar Park city attorney, compares the idea 
of Cedar Park and Leander merging into 
one large city to a marriage.

CONTINUED ON | 10

CONTINUED ON | 8

c e d a r  p a r k

L e a n d e r

Divided opinions over unification
Conversations, blogs, council presentations consider possible merger

“It has to be a cooperative effort from the 
getgo,” Rowland said. “It’s like a marriage; if 
both people don’t get something out of it, it 
won’t work.”
How a Merger Works 

Before any votes are cast, Rowland said 
the first step for both cities would be a fi-
nancial analysis of Cedar Park and Leander 
by an independent auditor in order for Ce-
dar Park to show it could afford to incorpo-
rate another city. Merging of chambers, city 
staff, police and fire would take place after 
a consolidation vote is passed in a citizens’ 
requested election.

In order for the cities to become one city 
or consolidated, the smaller city, Leander, 
with approximately 20,000 residents, would 
have to ask the larger city, Cedar Park, with 
42,400 residents, to be incorporated into its 
city limits.

According to the Texas Local Govern-
ment Code, a consolidation must be ap-
proved at an election in both cities, begin-
ning with Leander. 
How it Happens

• If at least 100 voters petition the city 
council to hold an election, the council 
may decide to have one. 

by Mandy Hobby

i n s i d e  t h i s  i s s u e :

Leander and Cedar Park city councils 
passed their 2006-2007 budgets last month, 
as well as set new tax rates. Cedar Park’s tax 
rate will stay the same at $0.51807 cents per 
$100 dollars of valued property, while Le-
ander will raise taxes for the first time in 
four years from $0.548291 to $0.5983 cents 

to accommodate growth. Both budgets al-
locate funds for growing departments like 
public safety, transportation projects and 
pay adjustments for city employees.
Leander’s Budget

According to Leander City Manager Biff 
Johnson, the tax increase is necessary to 
fund local services the city is providing; 
services like a new state-of-the-art 17,000 
sq. ft. library expected to open at the end 
of this month on Bagdad Road. The library 

is funded by bonds passed in 2004, but its 
maintenance and operation are included in 
the new budget.

“This new facility will change the way 
citizens will be able to use their local library 
system,” Johnson said. “It will be fully au-
tomated, innovative with a coffee shop and 
conference rooms.”

Citizens can also look forward to a new 
fire station opening in the next month in 
the Grand Mesa area. The city’s third sta-
tion will employ six new firefighters. The 

Local rates get hike to fund 
library, fire station

Increased services increase taxesThis new facility [library] 
will change the way 
citizens will be able 

to use their local library 
system. It will be 

fully automated, 
innovative 

with a coffee 
shop and 

conference 
rooms.

One city: A vision of the future?

Biff Johnson, 
Leander City Manager

LEANDEr
Expenditures: $10 million
Population: 20,000
Tax Rate: $0.5983
Sales Tax Revenue: $1,031,993 
City Limits: 20.03 square miles
ETJ: 37.59 square miles

CEDAr PArk
Expenditures: $22 million
Population: 42,400
Tax Rate: $0.51807
Sales Tax Revenue: $9,680,000
City Limits: 21.52 square miles
ETJ: 11.38 square miles

City Facts

Candidate Information
Bond Proposals
Page 18-19

Williamson Cty. & Leander Bonds: 
Road Project Proposals Map
Page 16
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year’s ballot. Our election guide provides 
information on state and local candidates, 
details on the Leander and Williamson 
County bond packages, as well as what 
Cedar Park voters can expect to see in 
regards to the Cedar Park Entertainment 
Center.  

As Cedar Park and Leander continue to 
grow, it becomes increasingly important 
to make your voice heard. There is no bet-
ter way to help steer the course of these 
two dynamic cities than to get out to the 
polls to vote. 

As always, thank you to all the readers 
who have taken time out of their busy 
schedules to sit down and write us with 
story ideas. There are so many small 
businesses in this area with a story to tell, 
and we enjoy hearing about every one of 
them. 

P.O. Box 3637
Cedar Park, TX 78630

512-989-6808
Published Monthly

In one of our top stories this month, you 
can read about the “ins and outs” of Cedar 
Park and Leander merging. The idea of a 
merger first surfaced over a year ago, and 
since that time it hasn’t progressed much 
beyond a discussion item on city council 
agendas. However, the issue has resurfaced 
on more than one occasion, and seems to 
gain a stronger grassroots following each 
time. 

The purpose of our story is to inform 
residents and business owners of Cedar 
Park and Leander on the process of a 
merger, and to provide them with the 
information they need to formulate their 

Individual’s vote will define 
the community’s future
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own position on the issue should it ever 
progress to the next steps.

I tagged along with the writer assigned 
to this story to sit in on interviews. Having 
been raised in Leander, I not only have 
an interest in the logistics of the possible 
merger, but I wanted to hear what local 
residents, business owners and city leaders 
have to say to about it. 

There seem to be two distinct sides of 
the merging debate. One side believes both 
cities have something to gain, and that 
combining the financial strength of Cedar 
Park with the abundance of undeveloped 
land in Leander could result in this area 
becoming the economic powerhouse of 
Williamson County. 

The other side of the debate believes that 
while financial statements and boundary 
maps might be easy to combine, convinc-
ing constituents of the two cities to merge 
their identities will be a much more chal-
lenging task. 

Although citizens will not be voting on a 
city merger this November, there are a lot 
of other things to look forward to on this 
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So they still have an open-door policy for animals.
“We welcome people bringing in their pets,” Cyndy 

said.  “We would rather have them bring them in with 
them than leaving them in the car. We always try to keep 
a biscuit around.”

Floyd and Cyndy Barron used to work for two sepa-
rate—and competing—janitorial services. That was not 
the ideal situation, so after awhile they decided to join 
efforts and open their own company, Barron’s Vacuum 
Center.

Originally based in Austin, it was not long until they 
moved the store to Cedar Park where they have operated 
for the last 15 years.

Although Cyndy technically owns the business, she at-
tributes their entrepreneur success to a team effort. While 
she mostly manages purchasing and sales, Floyd handles 
the computers, bookwork and vacuum repairs. 

“We both have different areas of expertise,” she said. 
“We function well together.”

Even more than their products, which range from low- 
to high-end vacuums, along with cleaning supplies, she 
emphasizes the “education” they can offer to customers. 
After years of experience, when someone comes with a 
question, either she or Floyd usually has an answer.

“We’ve been doing this a long time,” she said. “We’re 
going to have two or three solutions.”

Several different samples are available inside the store 
so the couple can easily demonstrate their products. 
Cyndy points to some of her favorite vacuums that have 

plastic bodies made from the same mate-
rial as football helmets and filters that are 
as thick as “baby diapers.”

Cyndy said many people do not 
know about their business because of its 
hidden location tucked inside a brown-
bricked shopping center. However, once 
a customer finds them, she said that they 
often return.

As the community around Cedar 
Park has expanded, Cyndy also believes 
residents prefer to shop in the area 
rather than traveling to larger cities. That 
translates into more customers for the 
Barrons as word about their business 
spreads outside of Cedar Park. 

 “We have found more people are also 
coming here from Austin to see us,” she 

Couple’s teamwork builds basis for business
by Christi snow

C L O S E R
L   O K

Cedar Park Business - Barron’s vaCuum Center

Floyd Barron serves a customer inside Barron’s Vacuum Center.

600 S. Bell Blvd. , Ste. 15 • 331-7711

 Avoid vacuum cleaners that do not have 
bags since the bag prevents particles 
from becoming air-borne  

 Choose a machine made from quality 
materials, including tight-fitting gaskets 

and sturdy plastics, that will retain dust
 Look for a good filter system
 Visit with someone who knows about vacuum cleaners 

before making a final decision

said.
When a customer comes inside, they receive a welcome 

not only from the Barrons, but possibly from a dog as 
well. Until he died last year, their silver Schnauzer Teddi 
“was our best salesman,” Floyd said. “Some people would 
come in just to see Teddi.”

Cypress 

Creek Rd

C y n dy  B a r r o n  S ay S  to  Co n S i d e r  H e a lt H  Co n C e r n S  w H e n  p u r C H a S i n g  a  va C u u m .

Buttercup 

Creek
Brushy Creek

Barron’s Vacuum

Cyndy Barron with a pet friend, Woody.
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      Advancing Physical Therapy Practice
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center recently intro-

duced the McKenzie Method of Mechanical Diagnosis and 
Therapy into their satellite clinic at the Twin Lakes Family 
YMCA, 204 East Little Elm Trail. This technique emphasiz-
es using force applied in a correct direction to abolish pain 
and restore function, while focusing on active patient treat-
ment and prevention of future episodes through education. 
The YMCA offers each physical therapy patient a 12-week 
membership to support the rehabilitation process. To man-
age the practice, St. David’s added Shawn Moehring, senior 
physical therapist, to their staff. For more information 
about the clinic, call 249-1961. 

      Largest Take and Bake Pizza
Papa Murphy’s Take and Bake Pizza opened its first 
location in Cedar Park Oct. 3, at 180 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Ste 164, in the H-E-B shopping center. The franchise is 
the largest take and bake pizza company in the world that 
allows customers to pick up their order and then cook it at 
home. For more information, call 259-0770.

       Family Restaurant
Traxx Restaurant, located in the Railyard at 601 E. 

Whitestone Blvd., Ste 300, will open at the end of October 
with a menu of steak, seafood, pastas and salad dishes. A 
locally-owned family restaurant, it will also offer an ex-
tensive children’s menu with options such as rib-eye steak 
and fettuccine alfredo plates. For more information, call 
528-0018.

      Medical Center Slated for 2007 
Completion
 Lauth Healthcare plans to open a 60,000 sq ft center 
for medical office space and other health services by next 
year just east of the new 183A and FM 1431 interchange. 
Once completed, Oakmont Medical Plaza will offer full 
ambulatory care including a medical wellness center, 
diagnostic imaging services and outpatient surgery.    

     Restaurant Opens
 Although opened for business since Sept. 15, Davizzo’s 
Pizza will host a grand opening celebration Nov. 1. The 
new restaurant boasts a classic Italian-style crust and 
offers free delivery.  For more information about the 
business located at 251 North Bell Blvd., Ste. 114-B, call 
257-2000.   

      Christmas Bazaar 
in Time for Holidays

The Cedar Park First United 
Methodist Church will host the 
“Angels Among Us” Christmas 
Bazaar, featuring holiday gifts 
that range from handmade 
crafts, baked goods, preserves, 
candies, home décor and jewelry. 
During the event on Nov. 10-11, 
a lunch of soup, sandwiches 
and dessert will be available 
for $4.50. Attendees can also 
participate in a silent auction or 
a raffle for a handmade afghan. 
For more information about the 
bazaar on 600 West Park Street, 
call Barbara Schwartz at 335-
9540 or visit www.cpfumc.org 

      Benefit Golf Tournament
 The Third Annual Cedar Park Youth Scholarship Ben-
efit Golf Tournament will take place Oct. 23, at the Twin 
Creeks Country Club, with proceeds benefiting area 
at-risk youth and low-income children. Although regis-
tration ends Oct. 20, the city’s Park and Recreation De-
partment may accept on-site applications if space is still 
available. The entry fee is $100 per person. Individuals or 
businesses may also sponsor a hole for $150, or sponsor 
a hole and provide entry for a team of four for $500. For 
more information, call 401-5500 or visit wwww.cedarpark.
tx.us/cp/pr_events_golf.aspx.

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

Cedar Park
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A vote on November 7th Ballot for the 4A Expansion Proposition will be 
a vote for the future of Cedar Park without raising taxes.

A Vote For the Proposition means:
• Adding jobs in Cedar Park
• Creating a finance mechanism for 4A
• Adding an entertainment venue that could offer:  

Professional & Amateur Sports (including children’s sports) such as Ice Hockey, Soccer, 
and Basketball; Music Concerts; Skating; Conventions; Graduations; and many others.

• No tax increase on residents or businesses

Paid For by the Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce P.O. Box 805 Cedar Park, Tx. 78630

November
7th

vote “For”

Vote November 7th FOR the 4A Proposition

Proposed
Cedar Park 4A 

Corporation
Expansion Proposition
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S p e C i a lt i e S

 Shelled pecans
 Flavored pecans
 Kinloch Pecan oil
 New Mexico Pecan soap

 Pecan syrup
 Small batch custom 

cracking/shelling

Richard Luttrell’s farm is a picture-perfect emerald 
grove lined with 98 fruiting pecan trees. A smoothly 
paved road meanders from his street up to his house on a 
hill’s crest. The trees provide plenty of shade and carry a 
gentle breeze under their leaves. For the past seven years, 
Luttrell has called this home. 

However, when he lost his job last year, he decided to 
try to make a living out of the land and the trees he loves.

“I worked for an insurance company for 20 years until I 
lost my job,” Luttrell said. “I love working with my pecan 
trees so I figured why not try to make a living out of it?”

Perhaps it was fate that Futtrell discovered his property, 
known as the White Star Farm. 

“I was driving home from work one day and I saw the 
white pipe fence line and the rows of pecan trees, and I 
fell in love with it instantly.  That was 1999, but I’ve never 
tried to make it into a fulltime job until now,” Luttrell said.

Luttrell has spent thousands of dollars on more than a 
dozen pieces of equipment for everything from tree shak-
ers to harvesters to nut catchers and an irrigation system.

After the whole process of harvesting and cleaning the 

pecans is done, he goes above and beyond the normal pro-
cedure to give his pecans a distinctive, White Star flavor.

“My process is unique to Texas growers. I rinse the 
pecans to get rid of the bitter taste, then I dehydrate them 
to make them crisp again. I don’t know of any other Texas 
growers that do that.  It’s labor intensive, but it produces a 
much better product.”

Luttrell does all the work by himself with a little help at 
times from some of his family. 

He also makes gift baskets filled with his pecans, pecan 
pies, syrup, cooking oil and even pecan soap he purchases 
from a company in New Mexico. 

Luckily for pecan fans, White Star Farm’s hard-working 
trees are just about ripe for pickin’.

“Harvest time is usually between September and Decem-
ber,” Luttrell said, “but trees don’t read calendars.”  

White Star Farm will be open 3 to 7 p.m. daily when the 
harvest is ready.  

“I love it out here,” Luttrell said. “I get to work outside; its 
nice and quiet and a great community. I mean... just look 
at it.”

From homeland to farm land
by Carson Barker

C L O S E R
L   O K

Leander Business - White star Farm

Richard Luttrell prepares for pecan harvest at the farm.

716 S gabriel drive  • 260-5074
Greenvalley Dr White Star Farm

S Gabriel Dr

FM 2243
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      Leander Public Library
After construction delays slowed completion, the new 

and expanded Leander Public Library will open in late 
October on 1011 S. Bagdad Road. The modern facility 
offers updated technology that allows members to use 
their card in an express and individual checkout system. 
Other amenities include a coffee shop. Call 259-5259 or 
visit www. www.leander.lib.tx.us. 

            
           Dental Care on Crystal Falls
 A new orthodontics office is opening soon in the 
newly built Casa Linda office complex at 505 Crystal 
Falls Pkwy. Leander Dental Care will also open their 
practice on Crystal Falls Pkwy. in January 2007 and 
will begin taking appointments in December. For more 
information on Leander Dental Care, call 260-0111. 

Leander

       Fitness Club Opening
Anytime Fitness will soon open its first Leander loca-

tion at 2800 S. Bagdad Road, serving as the city’s only 
24-hour co-ed exercise facility. The 4,000 sq. ft. center 
will offer strength training and cardiovascular equipment. 
Anytime Fitness’ membership gives members access to 
more than 250 other clubs throughout the nation. For 
more information visit www.anytimefitness.com/clubs/le-
ander.

      Anniversary 
Celebration

The O’Leander Café celebrated 
their one-year anniversary with 
a ribbon-cutting and live music 
Oct. 14. Their actual anniversary 
is Oct. 22. The family-owned 
restaurant, located at 105 Willis, 
serves American and Italian 
foods, offering everything from 
chicken fried steak to lasagna. 
For more information, call 259-
3388.

Swedish Retailer 
Moving in Region

IKEA, the popular Sweden-
based home furnishings retailer, 
will open its third Texas location 

in Round Rock, Nov. 15 at 9 a.m., several months ahead 
of its original spring 2007 schedule.

Once completed, the building at Interstate 35 and 
University Boulevard will have 50 different room settings, 
along with three model homes. The store will offer child-
care, a Swedish Foodmarket and a Café Bistro. Located on 
21.5 acres the 252,000 square-foot IKEA store will employ 
more than 300 new workers. For more information, visit 
www.ikea-usa.com.

News or questions about Leander? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.
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City budgets and taxesc e d a r  p a r kc e d a r  p a r k

 General Fund Expenditures
Administrative  ............................................ $481,272
City Secretary  .............................................. $140,649
Finance  .......................................................... $267,683
Special Services  .......................................$1,357,500
City Council  ....................................................$55,499
Economic Development  ......................... $136,746
Municipal Court  ......................................... $123,780
Municipal Court Judge  ...............................$31,300
Planning and Community Development
........................................................................... $215,460
Street Maintenance ..................................  $751,796
Engineering  ................................................. $361,936
Parks  ............................................................... $452,973
Police Administration ............................... $487,238
Law Enforcement ....................................$1,300,497
Communications  ....................................... $357,319
Animal Control ..............................................  $97,360
Fire Department  .....................................$1,091,536
Building Inspections ................................. $281,036
Non-departmental  .................................$2,191,785

L e a n d e rL e a n d e r

budget allows for $1.1 million towards a 
new ladder truck, equipment and opera-
tion of the new station.

The budget will also accommodate an 
increased cost of living by giving a 3.5 per-
cent pay increase for all city employees. 
Cedar Park’s Budget

Cedar Park’s new budget includes five 
new fire department positions to prepare 
for the opening of the fourth fire station 
next year, four new police department po-
sitions, four additional full time and two 
part time city employees.

Brenda Eivens, Cedar Park city manager, 
said that this year’s budget is not just about 
increasing services, but also maintaining 
them. As an example, a new position was 
added to the city staff in the information 
technology department in order to main-
tain a department that continues to grow 
with the city.

“The public might not recognize the 
need for this position, but we looked at the 
time and need of technology,” Eivens said. 
“They deal with city technology concerns 
24 hours a day and seven days a week. We 
needed to make sure we were staying on 
top of such a big need.”

Eivens also pointed out a need the coun-
cil and city staff saw for more community 
events and involvement. This year’s budget 
allocates funds for the sole purpose of ini-
tiating a Founder’s Day Parade and Art in 
the Park Festival.

“One of the council’s goals this year is 
to build community identity,” Eivens said. 
“What we hear from residents and the feed-
back we receive is usually at community 
events. We want to create a place for people 
to come together in the community.”
Transportation

Both cities have designated roads set 
aside for expansion and maintenance. In 
Leander, the city hopes to expand CR 272 
and East Crystal Falls Parkway to five lanes 
to cater to the heavily traveled roads.

Cedar Park projects highlighted in the 
budget include the extension of New Hope 
Road from Lakeline Blvd. to FM 1431 and 
also the widening of Brushy Creek Road to 
four lanes.

The extension of New Hope will be the 
first phase of a plan to build a community 
park and pool in the northwest area of Ce-
dar Park expected to open in 2008. Eivens 
said the new park and pool will balance 
out services for the city since Milburn Park 
serves citizens mostly on the southwest 
side of town.

“The new northwest park and pool will 
create amenities and facilities in the north-
west part of town so people do not have to 
drive across town for city recreation,” Eiv-
ens said.

Both cities are also allocating monies for 
street maintenance and rehabilitation. Le-
ander will increase funding for its streets 
rehabilitation program and Cedar Park will 
invest about $85,000 for street maintenance 
like micro sealing and overlaying.

 General Fund Expenditures
Administration ......................................... $866,240
City Council  .................................................$32,700
City Manager ............................................  $541,060
City Secretary  ........................................... $104,952
Finance  ....................................................... $476,836
Information Technology  ...................... $784,801
Human Resources ..................................  $335,861
Municipal Court ......................................  $403,022
Police  ........................................................$5,903,375
Animal Control  ........................................ $180,838
Public Information Office  .................... $103,721
Economic Development ......................  $366,237
Engineering/Public Works  ................... $786,594
Building Inspection ...............................  $692,552
Planning & Transportation  .................. $651,430
Fire  ............................................................$4,598,606
Street  ........................................................$1,498,231
Parks & Recreation  ..............................$2,017,775
Library......................................................  $1,036,535
Maintenance ............................................  $231,120
Legal Department  .................................. $453,845
HIGHLIGHTS 

 Fire Department
 • Hiring three lieutenants, two 
   firefighters
 • New fire station to open early 2008
 • New technical rescue equipment

 Police Department
 • Hiring one sergeant, two lieutenants,     
        one officer, one K9 officer
 • Installing three mobile data    
      terminals

 City Employees
 • Entry level pay and overall
  compensation increased for city   

 employees
 Transportation

 • Extension of New Hope Road from   
 Lakeline Blvd. to FM 1431

 • Widening Brushy Creek Road to four lanes
 • Increased funding for street    

  rehabilitation program
 Participation in Williamson County  

• Regional Animal Shelter
 • Initiate Founder’s Day Parade
 • Initiate Art in the Park Festival

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Fire Department

 • $1.1 million for ladder truck, equipment  
    and operation of new fire station

 Police Department
 • $1.3 million for new police station
 • Street Maintenance: $751, 796

 Transportation
 • Expanding CR 272 to five lanes
 • Expanding East Crystal Falls Parkway to  
    five lanes

 City Employees
 • 3.5 percent raise for city employees
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Cities divided over unification
• If a petition is signed by more than 15 percent of the to-

tal vote cast at the recent general election, the city council 
must hold an election. 

• If a majority of the votes cast in the election in Leander 
are in favor of the merger, Cedar Park may hold an election 
within 45 days. 

• If the majority of residents in both cities vote for 
consolidation, the mayor in each city verifies the approval 
of the voters to the Texas Secretary of State and will then 
become one city.
After the Merger

As soon as the cities are consolidated, Leander would 

have to adopt Cedar Park’s charter ordinances and name. 
Leander also becomes included in Cedar Park’s territory 
and is subject to its laws and regulations. 

Leander records, public property, money, credits, ac-
counts and all assets would be turned over to Cedar Park 
officers and those city officials would remain in office for 
the remainder of their terms.

Leander offices are abolished and the people holding 
those offices at the time of the merger would not be enti-
tled to further compensation. Cedar Park would assume all 
outstanding liabilities of Leander and all bond funds voted 
for public improvement would be kept in a separate fund 
and used for public improvement in the territory for which 
they were voted.

Beyond the Black & White
“It is hard for cities to allow themselves to be taken over 

because of emotion and ego,” Rowland said. “The public 
has to really understand and feel it, then the political peo-
ple get involved.”

Duprey feels that a merger would help both cities eco-
nomically: Leander by lowering rising taxes and Cedar 
Park later down the road if residents demand more ser-
vices from a completely built-out city. 

Leander, however, would essentially give up not only its 
name, but also its identity as its own territory.

“I want everyone to be open-minded when discussing 
and hearing about this idea,” Leander Mayor John Cow-
man said. “I want people to know all of the facts and listen 
and learn and then make an informed decision.”

John Carter, U.S. District 31 representative
“Leander and Cedar Park are fast growing areas and putting 

together their resources would make them 
a strong force. It comes down to personal 
desires and what they see as benefits if 
they merge. A lot of people have struggled 
to get on the map and they have pride 
in their community. Ultimately, it is up to 

the voters and whether they see it as 
beneficial.”

Mary Bradshaw, Leander Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director
“Economically, I could see why people would 
want it to happen. But, I think it would take 
a huge cultural shift for it to happen. There 
has always been a feeling of Cedar Park and 

Leander being very different.”

Shaune Haas, Cedar Perk Coffee Co. owner
“There are just still so many unknowns. I don’t 
know enough about it to decide if it is good or 
bad. I am curious to know the interest level of 
both sets of residents and the strengths and 
weaknesses on both sides.”

Angela Davis, Leander resident
“I think there would probably be a lot of 
problems. They are two different cities 
managed two different ways. Getting the 
councils to work together would be a 
difficult thing. ”robin Elkin kregel, Cedar Park resident

“I don’t like that invisible line between both cities. My 
best friend lives in Leander, but I never 
feel like I am traveling to another city to 
see her. I think it’s a win-win situation. It 
has nothing to do with a name change, 
it’s the concept that is important. I think 
it would be an awesome thing and the 

growth potential would be fabulous.”

kenneth Faubion, Hill Country Feed and Supply owner
“It doesn’t need to happen. I know Cedar 
Park wants to maybe do this because 
they are land-locked and they can’t go 
any further east or west. My father, my 
grandfather and my great-grandfather 
all lived in this area. It just wouldn’t be 
Leander anymore if the cities combined.”

c o m m u n i t y  V o i c e s :

Jerry rose, Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce chairman 
“One thing to consider when talking about merging the two 

cities would be merging the chambers somewhere down 
the road. This is usually done in close 
knit cities and allows a consolidation of 
events. The chambers would be able to 
bargain better to own their own facility 
and we would be able to get a lot more 
done. We will have to look and study 
hard down the road to see what the best 

situation is for everyone.”
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The first things diners notice upon entering a 
restaurant are the atmosphere, the friendliness of the staff 
and the aromas of the food.

Hunan Ranch Restaurant and Grill, open since March 
in Avery Ranch, scores high on all three accounts.  
From the contemporary design of the restaurant and 
furnishings to the fish swimming in the eye-catching 
aquarium, you feel relaxed and ready for an enjoyable 
meal.

For appetizers, we enjoyed the PuPu Treasure Platter 
(9.00), hibachi included, which was not only fun but 
presented an interesting variety of tastes including fried 
fantail prawn, BBQ ribs, crispy egg rolls, spicy chicken 
wings, beef sticks, and delectable crab rangoons.  

We also tried the lettuce wraps (6.95), which we filled 
with bite-sized, stir-fried chicken with diced onions, 
mushrooms, and water chestnuts in a light sauce. The 
spring roll (1.95) was a delicate rice wrap with vermicelli, 
fresh lettuce, cilantro, and shrimp served with a peanut 
sauce.

As we awaited our entrees, we reviewed the menu 
which offers a lunch and dinner menu, both of which 
have extensive choices of traditional dishes such as sweet 

By DeB arnolD

N E I G H B O R H O O D Chinese cuisine rates high 
for great taste, large portions

hunan ranCh

and sour shrimp, sesame chicken, beef with broccoli and 
General Tso’s chicken. 

The salt and pepper shrimp (10.50) had numerous 
shrimp, deep-fried in a light, puffed batter and sautéed 
with hot pepper sauce, red onion, jalapeños, green 
pepper and white onion.  This spicy dish was a generous 
portion and well prepared.  Neptune’s Delight (12.95) was 
an assortment of shrimp, scallops, crab, fish, zucchini, 
carrots, cauliflower, snow peas, mushrooms, and tiny ears 
of corn stir-fried in a rich, brown sauce.

The chicken with broccoli (8.25) was a tasty meal of 
steaming chicken in a stir-fried sauce with emerald green 
broccoli and carrot slices in a large family-style bowl of 
rice and sweet and sour sauce. 

The Szechuan Fish (10.95) was a fresh fish braised in 
a special tangy hot sauce with a side of firm tofu and 
sprinkled with green onions.  This rich dish was the most 
exotic of our fare.  The sesame chicken (9.25), deep-fried 
and then sautéed in a hot, spicy orange sauce was one of 
the best I have tasted. 

  We left with satisfied palates and take-home boxes.  As 
one of our party said, “Bring a date or a whopper of an 
appetite because you will get properly fed!” 

Roger sautés vegetables in the Hunan Ranch kitchen.

14900 avery ranch
244-2972 • www.hunanranch.info

Hours:    lunCH:   mon-Fri-: 11a.m.-3 p.m. • Sat: 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
dinner:   mon-thurs: 3 p.m.-9:30 p.m.  •  Fri: 3 p.m.-10 p.m. 

Sat: 3 p.m.-10 p.m.  •  Sunday: 3:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

m o S t  p o p u l a r  e n t r e e S

 Gen Tso’s Chicken
 Sesame Chicken
 Moo-shu Chicken

Brushy Creek Rd

RM 620

P
arm

er Ln

Hunan Ranch

Avery Ranch Blvd Beijing Duck
 Mongolian Beef
 Salt & Pepper Shrimp

Elaine Sum, co-owner
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suction and fall off the skin. This treatment 
would be repeated until the mad stone 
would no longer attach itself to the wound.

Crumley served as first assistant surgeon 
for the Confederacy. He enlisted 

as a sergeant and was promoted 
to second lieutenant by the end 
of the war. He fought in the Bat-
tle of Mansfield and the Battle of 
Pleasant Hill in Louisiana.

 The first of Crumley’s three 
wives was an Indian woman 
named Votaw, and they had one 
son.  

His second marriage was to 
Martha Crosby in about 1850. 
They had five children, one of 
which, Sanford was an early 
postmaster in Cedar Park.  
After Martha’s death in 1873, 

Crumley moved the family to the Cedar 
Park area he named Buttercup, where the 
Twin Creek earth dam is now located, and 
built his home office.  In 1879, he married 
Lula Thomas Riffe. She was 17 and he was 
57 years old and they had three children.

Crumley lived an interesting and colorful 
life.  He wore a white linen suit and rode 
a white horse.  It must have been quite a 
sight to see him galloping down the road 
with his shoulder length hair flowing in the 
breeze. 

H I S TO R I C A L  I M PA C T

One of the first and most memorable 
physicians in the Cedar Park area was 
Benjamin Thomas “Doc” 
Crumley.  Doc was born to 
Reverend William Crum-
ley and Elizabeth Monroe 
(reported to be a Chero-
kee) in South Carolina in 
1822.

Some reports have 
Crumley attending college 
at William and Mary and 
acquiring at least some 
of his medical training 
in France.  He also lived 
with the Cherokee Indians 
(probably with his grand-
parents) for seven years and 
learned to make his own medicines under 
the guidance of the tribal medicine man.

Along with the herbs, another one of 
Crumley’s unusual treatments was the use 
of a “mad stone,’  which was found in the 
stomach of an albino deer. It had suck-
ing or drawing properties and was used 
primarily in the treatment of rabies and 
snakebites. The stone would be prepared 
by heating it in warm milk.  When it was 
placed on the wound, it would be held by 
its sucking action. When the mad stone 
was filled with the poison it would lose 

Benjamin Thomas “Doc” Crumley
coMpiled by JiM dawson froM inforMation of 
MartHa sMalley,great-great granddaugHter 
of doc cruMley

Pioneer family honored with County park

L e A n d e RC e d A R  P A R k

coMpiled by JiM dawson froM notes of ruby 
Hull, great-great granddaugHter of JoHn 
cHaMpion

In November, the Williamson County 
Commissioner’s Court will give the 
final okay for development of Cham-
pion Park, a 33-acre area that sits along 
the Williamson County Regional Trail 
between the trailhead at Brushy Creek 
Road and Great Oaks Drive. The park 
is named after the Champion family, 
whose family cemetery is on the park 
property.

John “Jack” Champion (1817-1908) 
moved to Texas around 1850. He mar-
ried Naomi Jane Standifer in August 
of that year. Theirs is thought to be the 
sixth marriage license issued in Wil-
liamson County. Naomi Jane was the 
daughter of Col. James S. and Caroline 
Standifer, one of the first families to 
settle the area. Her sister was Harriet 
Standifer Cluck, the first woman to 
travel on the Chisholm Trail.

Champion served as a private in the 
Civil War in the 27th brigade of Wil-
liamson County. He also served in 1869 
for three months as county sheriff filling 
out the unexpired term of Leroy B. 
Lord. Jim Boutwell, long time William-
son County sheriff from 1978-1993 was 
the great grandson of Champion.

However, it is perhaps some of his 
and Naomi’s nine children who gave a 

lasting and colorful name for the Cham-
pion family through their courageous life 
in Johnson County, Wyoming.  Their son, 
Nathan David “Nate” died in Johnson 
County during the Johnson County War. 
Movies have been made about his involve-
ment in the war between the Cattle Barons, 
the Regulators, the homesteaders and 
ranchers. 

Another son, Rufus Dudley was killed 
by the man accused of killing his brother 
Nate. A third brother, Ben is also buried in 
Buffalo, Wyoming.

Naomi died in 1862. Hers is the oldest 
of the marked graves in the Champion 
Cemetery. John next married Mary Eliza 
Hotchkiss and together they had 12 
children. 

The park’s opening is planned for Memorial Day 
2007. To see a rendering of the park, visit wcportals.
wilco.org/parks/images/Champion_Concept_Plan.jpg

John Champion
Williamson County

Sheriff, 1869

John Champion
Williamson County

Sheriff, 1869
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Community ICON
unable to play.  When her aunt decided to retire from play-
ing, Anna Ray was chosen as her permanent replacement.  

Her commitment to making beautiful music for the Lord 
served as the cornerstone that carried the native Leander 
resident through many stages of her life.  

“I used to stop before church at the post office where I 
worked so that I could sort the mail for the next day; then it 
was on to church in time to play for the service,” she said.  

When her children were toddlers, Anna Ray would have 
her mother watch them so she didn’t miss her Sunday com-
mitment.

Anna Ray occasionally gave up her piano bench to vis-
iting ministers’ wives, but she remained a fixture in the 
church, as well as in Leander.  She is part of an elite 
group who actually witnessed the first plane 
landing in the city – it touched down in a 
field behind her home – and one of the first 
residents to see a motorized car.  “It looked 
unremarkably like a buggy,” she remem-
bers.  

Changes also occurred in the church, 

When Anna Ray Borho was 13 years old, her aunt 
taught her to play the keyboard on an old pump 
organ.  

“I don’t even know how I reached the pedals,” she said, 
standing next to the instrument that now occupies a corner 
in the living room of her Leander home.  

On the other side of the room is a piano, surrounded by 
small, neat piles of sheet music, most of the pages tattered 
and yellowed.  Many of the selections are paper-clipped to-
gether, and gently tucked inside folders that are so worn 
they feel like treated leather.

This collection of memories represents 85 years of com-
mitment to the parishioners of First Presbyterian Church 
in Leander, where Anna Ray has served as church pianist 
since she was a teenager.

“When I was 15, my Aunt Ethel, who had taught me to 
play and was also the church pianist, was getting married,” 
explains Anna Ray.  “Since she couldn’t play at her own 
wedding, I was selected to fill in for her.”

Anna Ray continued lessons with her aunt, a music 
teacher, for many years, and often filled in when she was 

Anna Ray’s family is steeped in musical tradition.  
The same aunt who taught her to play piano, played for 
Leander’s high school graduation ceremonies for years.  
Anna Ray succeeded her and provided the musical accom-
paniment until the school decided to use their band for the 
ceremony. 

Anna Ray Borho        by Kathy Lesko
and Anna Ray notes that through the years the musical cri-
teria for the services expanded to include preludes, post-
ludes and offertories in addition to the traditional hymns.  
She says one of the biggest challenges she faces at age 98 
isn’t getting to church, or even reading the sheet music 
(her ophthalmologist recently told her that “her eyesight 
is wonderful for someone her age”), but making sure she 
doesn’t play “the same old songs all the time,” she admits.  

Her daily practices in her home are sometimes attended 
by one of her seven grandchildren or 10 great-grandchil-
dren, many of whom live in the area, who stop by to just 
sit and listen.  For the parishioners 
at First Presbyterian Church, 
11 a.m. on Sundays is their 

special time with 
Anna Ray.  

Framed photo of Anna Ray’s young children sits near her piano

Other musical interludes
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F i n a n c e

Hill Country Community Ministries has been around 
for 23 years.  In the non-profit world, that fact quali-
fies the organization as one of great pedigree.  The area 
it serves (Cedar Park, Leander, Liberty Hill, Lago Vista, 
Jonestown, and areas of northwest Austin) has changed 
drastically during this time, and future projections show 
even more growth in the decades to come.  How does a 
non-profit stay flexible and resourceful enough to keep 
up?  According to HCCM’s executive director, Sherry 
Sadler McDonnell, adaptation and collaboration are the 
answers.

HCCM brought McDonnell on board in April.  With 
fresh eyes, and a resume of non-profit work that rivals 
the organization’s own history, she is tackling the growing 
demand for assistance at the grassroots level.  

“Increasing the visibility of HCCM is one of our main 
goals. In some ways, we’re the area’s best-kept secret, 
which isn’t always a good thing,” McDonnell said.  “We 
have a large service area with new people moving here 
every day. It’s important to spread the word to the whole 
community that we exist and we’re here to help.”

The structure of HCCM – which relies entirely on the 
collaboration of churches, civic groups and a few busi-
nesses – is not entirely unique, but it is rare.  HCCM 

was the first local organization based on the collaboration 
of churches.  The Caring Place in Georgetown and the 
Round Rock Serving Center were originally modeled from 
HCCM. 

“We work together with both those organizations to help 
support one another and to make sure people aren’t falling 
through any geographical gaps,” McDonnell explains.

“The history of the organization and the strong sup-
port of the churches and civic groups – that collaborative 
effort – is so appealing to me. Sometimes it isn’t a matter of 
money, but leverage of resources.”

Leveraging resources is something HCCM knows how 
to do.  The organization boasts 200 volunteers involved in 
their day-to-day operations, and more than 150 pitching 
in for special projects.  The small staff and volunteers run 
a diverse series of programs, including a year-round food 
pantry (which feeds more than 250 families each month) 
and clothes closet, transitional housing and financial as-
sistance for a myriad of crisis situations.  

“What’s unique about our organization is the incredible 
broad-base of support that we enjoy, along with our 
phenomenal volunteers,”  she said. “The volunteers know 
why they’re here, they know what they’re about, and they 
just come in day after day and get the job done – they are 

Organization relies on collaboration, 
adaptation to meet growth challenges
by Julia kenneDy Jayes

C L O S E R
L   O K

non-ProFit - hiLL Country Community ministries

Director Sherry McDonnell (center) stands with volunteers packing 
grocery bags in food pantry.

1005 lacy drive • leander
 259-0360 • www.hccm.org

Hours: monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - noon and 1p.m. to 3 p.m.
tuesday and thursday: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

wa n t  to  H e l p ?  H CC m ’ S  to p  n e e d S

 Donate food to the food pantry
 Make a financial contribution

    (To purchase food from 
 the Capitol Area Food Bank)

 Organize a Food Drive
 Volunteer

truly inspirational.”
“Monetary donations are just as important as food do-

nations,” adds McDonnell, “because our association with 
the Capitol Area food bank allows us to purchase supple-
mental food items for as little as 13 cents on the dollar.”

Even yet, the need continues to grow.  
“We’re always looking for new support,” McDonnell 

said. “The need in the community is increasing as the 
community grows, but the potential here in HCCM to 
grow to meet those needs is very exciting.”

HCCM

Sonny Dr

Lacy D
r

Crystal Falls Dr

HCCM Clothes Closet
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W H O L E  A N D  T E R M  L I F EF i n a n c e

Broad Insurance, Leander

Whole Life

Seth Tanner
260-8288

“

”

Before you 
purchase life 
insurance

Laurent Boumaza
762-9641

CFO Financial,  Austin

The first thing you need to decide is: what type of 
insurance need do you have? Is it a temporary need 
(pay off mortgage, children’s education, debt), a 
permanent need (child with disability, estate plan-
ning) or a combination of the two?

Once you have established your type of insur-
ance need, you must then determine the appro-
priate amount of coverage. The rule of thumb 
often used by insurance agents is to multiply your 
income by ten. However, while it sometimes gets 
close to the appropriate amount, you may want to 
use a more elaborate way of calculating the amount 
(for example, cash, income and special needs 
off-set by your assets and current life insurance 
coverage). 

Last but not least, ask an insurance professional/
financial advisor to help you select the appropriate 
insurance coverage, the appropriate carrier (based 
on ratings), and finally the appropriate product. ”

Whole life insurance is exactly as you would expect 
___ it runs until used, which is the passing of the In-
sured.  

Some of the great features of Whole life are: Level 
Premiums (same monthly payment for life), build up 
of Cash Value (accessible through policy loans or to 
pay premiums when times are tight), and guaranteed 
survivor benefit!  

Various types of whole life insurance include: 
Premier Whole Life (final expenses policy), Flexible 
Universal Life (guaranteed minimum return), and 
Variable Universal Life.  

There are many types of whole life insurance be-
cause every individual has a different need.  The key to 
finding out what you and your family needs is to talk 
to a knowledgeable professional. 

Everyone insures their home and auto because the 
bank and state require it. Is your family more impor-
tant than your home or car?  You own your home; you 
own your car; do you own your life insurance policy?

Term life insurance is perhaps the simplest form of 
life insurance.  It was developed to provide temporary 
life insurance protection for a stated time period (or 
term) on a limited budget. 

Since term insurance can be purchased in large 
amounts for a relatively small initial premium, it’s well 
suited for short-range goals such as paying off a home 
mortgage or auto loan,  or educational expenses. Term 
life insurance has many advantages:  affordability, ad-
justable premiums, renewability (allows policyholder 
to continue coverage past the original coverage period 
of the policy), and conversion  (allows policyholder to 
exchange a term life insurance policy for any perma-
nent life insurance policy at any time while policy is 
in force).

Life insurance is protection against financial loss 
resulting from death. It is an insurance company’s 
promise to pay your beneficiary a specific amount of 
money when you die in exchange for timely payment 
of premiums. 

     

Term Life

Dave Schara
259-7700

Dave Schara Insurance, Cedar Park

“

”

“
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Williamson County and Leander Bonds: road Project Proposals

W I L L I A M S O N  C O U N T Y

LEANDER

Williamson County Bond Proposal

  Proposition 1 on the ballot will authorize the Williamson 
County Commissioners Court to issue and sell general 
obligation bonds of the county in one or more series in 
the aggregate principal amount up to $228 million for 
the purpose of the construction, acquisition by purchase, 
maintenance, and operation of roads within Williamson 
County, Texas, including, but not limited to, constructing,  
improving, extending, expanding, upgrading and/or 
developing roads  including right-of-way acquisition, utility 
relocation, traffic safety and operational improvements 
and other transportation related improvements.  
  Roads include, but are not limited to, Westinghouse Road, 
Pond Springs Road, Lakeline Boulevard, Brushy Creek 
Road, Ronald Reagan Boulevard, Georgetown Inner Loop, 
Chandler Road, Arterial A, IH-35, R.M. 620, U.S. 79, F.M. 
1660, F.M. 1460 and R.M. 2243.

Leander Bond Committee 
recommendations

Toll road Information

Proposed County Projects

Funded/Under Construction

State Highways

State officials announced Oct. 10,  an additional 2.5 miles of SH 
45 N connecting to RM 620 will be included in the Nov. 1 Central 
Texas Turnpike opening. 
Other roads scheduled to open include:
Loop 1 extension from Parmer Lane to Texas 45 North
SH 45 N from Loop 1 to Texas 130
SH 130 from Highway 79 to Highway 290
Although the roads will be initially free to all customers, 
motorists can later pay with cash or with a TxTag sticker, a thin, 
electronic device that goes inside of the windshield behind the 
rearview mirror.
 

Free and Discounted TxTag Schedule
November & December-Tolls will be waived for all customers.
January-Cash customers will begin to pay a toll while TxTag 
customers will continue to have their tolls waived.
February- TxTag customers will pay a half-price toll.
March-TxTag customers will pay the regular toll, a 10 percent 
discount off the cash rate.
  

Setting Up a TxTag Account
• Visit the Customer Service Center at 12719 Burnet Rd., 
  Austin. Open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Visit www.txtag.org

If voters approve proposition 1 of the Leander bond package, 
the city could see a variety of improvements to local 
transportation infrastructure. The projects recommended by 
the bond committee include adding five lanes from Hwy 183 to 
Leander Drive, and a four-lane boulevard from Leander Drive to 
Ronald Reagan Boulevard; widening Bagdad Road to five lanes 
from Old FM 2243 to CR 280 with curb and gutter, sidewalks, 
water quality and detention pond(s); and treatment of existing 
roads including County Glen Drive from Hwy 183 to Bagdad, 
Mockingbird Lane, Municipal Drive, and CR 269. The bond 
committee also recommended funds be allocated towards a 
complete reconstruction of CR 271.

Source: wcportals.wilco.org/bonds

Source: Leander Bond Task Force

Leander Bond Committee 
recommendations

Naturally, Feel your best.

• Locally owned and operated
• Specializing in natural supplements and homeopathic remedies for over 20 years

Monday - Friday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and 
Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Lake Creek Square Shopping Center
12129 FM 620, Suite 450, Austin, Texas 78750 • 512-250-5700 Expires 11/30/06.

$5.00 OFF
purchases of $35 or more

Do you suffer from
• allergies?
• stress?
• low energy levels?
• high cholesterol?
• high blood pressure?

We can  he lp ! At Apple A Day, your health is our first concern.

Apple A Day
HEALTH SHOPPE
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covertauto.com

Covert FordCovert Ford

Covert Ford of Austin, the Volume 
Ford Dealer in Central Texas for

11 straight years.

Covert Ford is now open on Sundays from 11-5. Now in two great locations, Austin and Hutto.  

Serving Central Texas since 1909

#1

345-4343
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Balcones Woods

11514 Research Blvd
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759-1414
1200-A East Hwy 79

Hwy 290Austin
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Rock

Shop on Saturdays and save on Sundays at Covert Ford.
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g ov e r n o r ’ S  r aC e

Carole Strayhorn
Independent
http://www.carolestrayhorn.
com/

Strayhorn is not a supporter of 
the Trans-Texas Corridor project, 
because foreign company Cintra 

is building it, and because it claims private prop-
erty as eminent domain. Her solutions include im-
proving existing roadways, utilizing railways from 
the coast to Central Texas and easing commutes 
with staggered work times and telecommuting. 

The Texas Federation of Teachers, and the Texas 
State Teachers Association have endorsed Stray-
horn, and some of her education initiatives include 
vetoing any legislation for vouchers and giving 
schools $8 billion in funding from sources such as 
video lottery. 

To bring property tax relief to the disabled and 
elderly, Strayhorn has proposed a freeze on any tax 
increase, and plans a ten percent across-the-board 
reduction. 

rick Perry 
Republican (Incumbent)
http://www.governor.state.tx.us/

 The SH130 toll road was one 
of Perry’s biggest 2002 cam-
paign promises, and he is the 
only gubernatorial candidate in 

full support of the Trans-Texas Corridor. 
 Strayhorn’s camp has accused Perry of pushing 
back the road’s official opening date so that voters 
don’t come to the polls with toll fees on their mind, 
but Perry’s spokesman denies this. Lower property 
taxes are another of Perry’s pet issues. He has 
signed a three year property tax reduction law that 
will cut school property tax 33 percent. 
 Perry continues to push the importance of the 
TAKS test with personalized study guides to help 
high school students pass the TAKS and graduate. 
He also made into law the recommendation by 
the State Board of Education requiring that high 
schools students complete four years of math, 
English, science and history.

VOTING DATES
Early voting October 23 – November 3

23-27  8a.m.-5p.m.
28  7a.m.-7p.m.
29  12p.m.-5p.m.
30-3  7a.m.-7p.m.

Election Day
November  7 - 7a.m .- 7p.m.

rEqUIrEMENTS 
-You do not have to have your voter registration card, but 
it is recommended. Bring a driver’s license or other state-
issued ID.
-Your precinct number is printed on your registration card. 
During early voting you may vote at any polling location, 
but on Nov. 7 you must vote at your location. 

FOr MOrE INFOrMATION  
For more information on polling locations or 
precinct numbers:
Williamson County 
924-1630 • http://voters.wilco.org/index.asp

Travis County 
238-8683 • www.traviscountytax.org/
showVoterSearch.do

u.S.  Senate
 

Barbara Radnofsky
Democrat
http://www.radnofsky.com/

Kay Bailey Hutchison
Republican (incumbent)
http://www.texansforkay.com/

Scott Lanier Jameson
Libertarian
http://www.scottjameson.org/

u.S.  CongreSS

district 21

Lamar Smith
Republican (incumbent)
http://lamarsmith.house.gov/

Tommy Calvert
http://www.calvertforcongress.org/

Mark Joseph Rossano
Independent
http://www.rossanoforcongress.com/

James Arthur Strohm
Libertarian
http://www.strohmforcongress.net/

John Courage
Democrat
http://www.courageforcongress.org/

James Lyle Peterson
Independent
http://home.austin.rr.com/jl/

district 31

John Carter
Republican (incumbent)
http://carter.house.gov/

Mary Beth Harrell
Democrat
http://www.marybethharrellfor
congress.com

Matt McAdoo
Libertarian
http://mcadooforcongress.com

County CommiSSionerS

precinct 2

Cynthia Long
Republican
http://www.cynthialong.com

Michael Hofmann
Democrat
http://www.votehofmann.com

precinct 3

Valerie Covey
Republican
http://www.valeriecovey.com/

Randall Craig
Democrat

precinct 4

Ron Morrison
Republican
http://www.ronmorrison.com/

Brig Mireles
Democrat
http://www.brigmireles.com/

If things had turned out just a little 
differently, Cedar Park residents might 
be sitting inside their entertainment 
center right now, rather than going back 
to the polls to vote on whether or not one 
will exist at all. 

A proposed entertainment center has 
gone back and forth between the voters, 
the city council and planners for four 
years now and is once again on the ballot. 
However, this time the funding strategy 
has changed with the 4A Corporation 
Expansion Proposal.
Ballot Proposal

In 1999 the city of Cedar Park agreed 
to a one cent sales tax increase that 
would go toward funding an Economic 
Development (4A) Corporation. If this 
proposition is approved, it will allow that 
4A Corporation to use the money they 
are already receiving in order to fund an 
entertainment complex. 

Besides avoiding the property tax hikes 
that came with past funding strategies, 
this funding mechanism is advantageous 

because it forces the 4A Corporation to 
use money they already have available, 
about $2 million annually according to the 
corporation’s director Phil Brewer, rather 
than relying on projected property tax 
revenue. Some of the past proposals have 
failed due to ballooning costs or budgets 
far beyond what the city of 48,000 could 
afford, but this new plan sets a definite 
amount and the 4A Corporation cannot 
legally finance more than their revenue will 
allow.

Were this proposition to be approved, 
the city has said the next step would be 
for the 4A Corporation to begin accepting 
proposals for an entertainment center that 
fits into that budgeted amount. There is 
currently no set location or design, and any 
proposal would have to be approved by the 
both the 4A Corporation and City Council 
before it would move forward.
Center’s History

In the past four years Cedar Park saw 
three proposals, drawing funding primarily 
from general obligation bonds.

In February 2005, voters approved $30.8 

New funding mechanism may be entertainment 
center’s last hope

million in bonds for the construction 
of a new Multi-Purpose Events Center 
serving as home to the Austin Ice 
Bats due to open November 2006. 
City Council records show that when 
financial and schedule issues began to 
crop up, they voted to stop all work on 
the MPEC July 14. Since the bond was 
approved specifically for the MPEC, its 
funds are no longer usable today.

The city then hired a consultant from 
Stafford Sports to find a way to make an 
entertainment center affordable for the 
city’s budget. The consultant pitched a 
$75 million stadium to the City Council, 
who denied the proposal, with the official 
city statement on the MPEC stating 
that all work on the current project be 
stopped and that any future proposals 
take into account financial, development 
and operational issues.

“We already have the 4A Corporation, 
which receives money specifically for 
the city’s development,” Cedar Park 
Mayor Bob Lemon said. “We’re going 
to get this money whether we have an 
entertainment facility or not, and if this 
proposition doesn’t pass we’re going to 
find other things to fund.”

This governor’s race has been so loaded with 
name changes, cigar smoke and mud sling-

ing that it’s hard to see through it all to the real 
campaign facts. 

Community Impact has chosen to focus 
on three issues closest to our Cedar Park and 
Leander readers to help them make informed 
decisions for their families and businesses: The 
Trans-Texas Corridor, education and property tax.

The Trans-Texas Corridor will cut its way 
through some of the state’s richest farm land, 
but can the state really afford to not let the roads 
grow with the population? Voters need to under-
stand the candidates’ position on the subject in 
order to make an educated vote. 

The TAKS test has been criticized as failing 
students and forcing educators to teach to a test. 
It is up to the voter to decide which candidates 
offer a viable option.

This year’s race will go down in history as one 
of the most colorful, but it could become one of 
the State’s most important.

NOVEMBEr 2002
Citizens vote against an $8.6 million bond 
package for Southwest Sports Group’s plan to 
build a $32 million amphitheater and ice rink for 
the Dallas Stars.

FEBrUAry 2005
Citizens vote for $30.8 million dollars in bonds to 
build a $38 million Multi-Purpose Entertainment 
Center with Stafford Sports for the Austin Ice Bats, 
to be completed by November 2006.

JULy 14, 2005
City council stops all construction work on the 
MPEC and goes back to architectural work to resolve 
financial problems in the design. They also decide to 
begin looking at other proposals.

SEPTEMBEr 2005
City council extends their contract with Stafford 
Sports, at a cost of $25,00 plus a four percent 
administrative fee, so that they can analyze more 
proposals.

NOVEMBEr 2005
City council declines a Stafford Sports proposal 
for a $75 million stadium housing events such as 
Austin Wranglers games. All work on the MPEC 
ends. Council decides no more proposals will be 
considered until a realistic method of financing is 
found.

AUGUST 2006
City council votes to put the proposal to use 4A 
sales tax on the ballot for November.

Cedar Park Bonds

by racHel youens

ENTErTAINMENT CENTEr TIMELINE
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Chris Bell
Democrat
http://www.chrisbell.com/

Bell has said publicly that 
if he wins, he would “slam the 
brakes” on the Trans-Texas Cor-
ridor plan, and bring all the facts 

to light (such as what the exact agreement was 
between the state and construction group Cintra) 
before moving forward. 

After the struggles in this year’s legislature 
about school funding, Bell’s solution is to remove 
the politics and create a bipartisan commission to 
come to common ground on education issues. Bell 
wants to take some of the fear out of the TAKS test 
by administering a diagnostic TAKS at the begin-
ning of the school year to assess what students 
have retained and what needs to be taught. As a 
Houston city council member, Bell helped pass 
the city’s first property tax rate cut, and intends 
to lower property taxes in Texas by instituting a 
broad-based business tax.

James Werner
Libertarian
http://www.werner4texas.
com/

While he does believe that 
improving roads will attract 
more money into Texas, Wer-

ner does not fully agree with the execution of 
the Trans-Texas Corridor, and thinks those who 
have had their land seized should be offered 
shares in the private company, which will run 
the roads. 

Werner is the only candidate to advocate 
school vouchers, and believes that rather than 
starving schools of funding, it will result in edu-
cation being treated like a consumer product 
that only improves from competition. 

Werner wants to get rid of all business and 
personal taxes in favor of the Texas Fair Tax, 
which would set a sales tax rate of 8 to 10 
percent which would raise enough revenue to 
cover all the state’s existing expenditures.

kinky Friedman
Independent
http://www.kinkyfriedman.
com/

His strong belief that politi-
cians should not be beholden 
to donors or companies has 

led him to oppose to the Trans-Texas Corridor. 
If elected he wants to put current plans on 
hold and send them back to the legislature for 
reworking. 

Friedman has pointed to the amount of 
money being put into Texas government surplus 
as the reason property taxes are rising, and plans 
to mend it by putting a cap on current appraisals 
at three percent rather than the current ten. 

To end the problem of school funding, Fried-
man would legalize casino gambling and take 
private sponsorship for sports programs and 
then use the incoming money to raise teacher 
salaries.

State Senate

district 5

Steve Ogden
Republican (incumbent)
http://www.steveogden.org/

Stephen Wyman
Democrat
http://www.stephenwyman4
txsenate.org/

Darrell Grear
Libertarian

district 14

Kirk Watson
Democrat 
http://www.kirkwatson.com

Robert “Rock” Howard
Libertarian
http://rockhoward.org/

State repreSentative

district 20

Dan Gattis
Republican (incumbent)
http://www.dangattis.org

Jim Stauber
Democrat
http://www.jstauber.com

district 48

Donna Howard
Democrat (incumbent)
http://www.votedonna.com

Ben Easton
Libertarian
http://www.beneaston.org

district 52

Mike Krusee
Republican (incumbent)
http://www.mikekrusee.com

Karen Felthauser
Democrat
http://www.karenfelthauser.com

Lillian Simmons
Libertarian
http://xld.com/ls/home.htm

Comptroller

Fred Head
Democrat
http://www.votefredhead.com/

Mike Burris
Libertarian
http://www.voteforburris.
politicalgateway.com

Susan Combs
Republican
http://www.susancombs.com/
 

Growth is coming at a cost for Leander. 
Along with more people come more fires 
to extinguish, more cars on the roads, 
more kids on the swing sets. Six bonds on 
the November ballot aim to help Leander 
facilities catch up with the population 
increase.

“Leander always used to be an 
afterthought,” Leander Mayor John 
Cowman said. “We want to present these 
bonds to the public and see if they’re 
ready to take the next step our city needs 
to make.”

The language of the bonds voters 
will see on the ballot is purposefully 
vague, according to Leander’s director of 
planning and development, Jim Bechtol. 
When specific provisions are written into 
the language of a bond, if it is passed the 
city is bound by law to complete all that 
was promised regardless of unforeseen 
problems or new needs. However, the 
city’s bond advisory committee has 
outlined a list of priorities they want to 
target with the money.

roads
The largest of the six bonds addresses 

roads. Proposition one gives $16,690,000 
to bring the city’s streets up to speed with 
its growing population.

“As the city has expanded it has annexed 
many county roads, which have different 
building standards than city roads,” Bechtol 
said. “Rather than draining into a sewer 
system, the water flows into ditches along 
the side, which have sediment that can 
gather, clog up and cause an overflow.”

If this proposition passes, Bagdad Road 
could see the addition of new gutters, 
detention ponds, curbs and sidewalks.  
Mockingbird Lane, Municipal Drive 1 and 
2, CR 269 and 271 and County Glen could 
all receive new surface treatments.

Along with treating existing roads, the 
advisory committee has also directed 
money towards building new ones. They 
have recommended a five-lane road from 
Highway 183 to Leander Drive and a four-
lane boulevard from Leander Drive to 
Ronald Reagan Blvd.
Public Safety

The second largest bond, $9,875,000, 
goes to public safety facilities. Money 
from Proposition two would go toward 

purchasing communications systems, 
emergency vehicles, gear and training 
and operating facilities.
recreation

The last bond was passed in 2004, and 
the city wants to continue improving 
recreation with a community activity 
center. Proposition three provides 
$9,500,000 for the property design and 
construction of such a facility complete 
with exercise and meeting rooms. 

The Mason Homestead, a historical 
building near the city’s new library 
on Bagdad Road, is being considered 
for conversion into a history center. 
Proposition five would help repair the 
building to a condition where it could 
house historical artifacts.

To manage the burgeoning parks 
and recreation sites, Proposition four 
gives $125,000 toward improving the 
existing parks facilities building. Another 
$275,000 is put forth in proposition six 
to construct public works facilities.

If all six of the bonds are passed, the 
tax rate would increase by 7.5 cents, 
according to Sharon Johnson, Leander 
Financial Director. The city has not raised 
taxes since 2002.

In the six years since Williamson 
County last issued road and parks bonds, 
the county’s population has grown as 
has their aspiration for creating a strong 
network of roads across the county. The 
two bonds on the table will bring to 
fruition some of Williamson County’s 
biggest road projects.

The population has grown by 33.4 
percent, according to Williamson County 
statistics. In the next 10 years, the county 
expects this population to continue to 
expand to almost 549,000. 

Parks and Roads 
Expansion

The general obligation bonds, if approved, 
would affect taxes, but only slightly and not 
until 2012, when they would increase the 
tax rate 9/10 of a penny. According to the 
county’s 2005 financial report, Williamson 
County has a AA bond rating, one of only 
11 counties in the state with that high rating, 
which helps the county borrow money for 
bonds at a low interest rate while keeping 
taxes low.
Proposition One

This proposition gives $228 million to 
help further some of the projects from the 
Multi-Corridor Transportation plan, in 
addition to improving Lakeline Boulevard, 
Pond Springs Road, R.M. 2243 and 
continuing Ronald Reagan Boulevard’s 
stretch from north to south across the 

western side of Williamson County. Other 
roads mentioned in the bond include 
Chandler Road, U.S. 79, F.M. 1660, R.M. 
620, F.M.1460, Brushy Creek Road, 
Georgetown Inner Loop, Westinghouse 
Road and IH-35
Proposition Two

Proposition two targets parks, 
securing new land for the future and 
improving existing parks, which the 
advisory committee hopes will offset the 
construction of roads. The bond does not 
specify which parks, but does include the 
construction of hike and bike trails and 
the building of recreational facilities.

This is the county’s first road and park 
bond proposal since 2000. 

Williamson Bonds

Leander Bonds

Servicing Growth

A complete listing of all candidates and 
their Web site information can be found 
at www.impactnewspaper.com
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Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization representatives presented a 
regional growth plan, Mobility 2030, Sept. 
13, to area residents at the Baca Center in 
Round Rock. The plan is a comprehensive 
blueprint for transportation systems and 
services in Williamson, Hays and Travis 
counties to manage population and traf-
fic congestion for the next 25 years. It in-
tegrates information from Envision Cen-
tral Texas’ concept of planning walkable 
town centers and distributing employment 
throughout the region.

According to CAMPO statistics, the 
population in the tri-county area will 
double by 2030, taking the total number of 
people from its current 1.4 million to 2.75 
million.

The presentation suggested creating ac-
tivity centers within densely populated ar-
eas to organize traffic and population. An 
activity center, much like downtown Aus-
tin or downtown Bastrop would be a mix 
of restaurants, residences and businesses 
walkable and tailored to the local area. 

Vernagene Mott, Pflugerville Indepen-
dent School District board member, voiced 
concerns and offered suggestions to CAM-
PO about the plan. Mott worried that de-
velopers might not be as apt to develop at a 
designated activity center just because it is 
chosen as a densely populated area.

Organized regional growth
by Mandy Hobby

Mott also noticed that the plan had not 
designated many activity centers to be lo-
cated along the future SH 130.

“I would just like to see Pflugerville have 
representation on the CAMPO board,” 
Mott said. “It took vision for University 
Blvd. to become the activity type center 
that it is and I want that for Pflugerville.”

As Pflugerville and Round Rock con-
tinue to grow, the police departments 
are expanding and upgrading, as well. 
The Round Rock Police Department will 
upgrade its radio technology in 2008 and 
add two motorcycle officers by the end of 
October.

The RRPD will advance its radio 
communications from analog to digital 
technology to improve and secure the in-
teroperability or exchange of information 
between city and county entities. 

The RRPD will relocate at the end of 
this year to a 123,000 sq. ft. facility located 
off Old Settlers Boulevard. According to 
Round Rock Police Chief Bryan Williams, 
the facility is a much-needed expansion 
from their current 30,000 sq. ft. location 
off of Palm Valley Boulevard. 

Officer Darin Bayles and Sergeant Rob-
ert Lloyd will become the city’s first mo-
torcycle patrol officers solely dedicated to 
traffic enforcement and traffic safety. After 
training in Illinois, the officers will hit the 
streets to focus on the major thoroughfares 
inside the city limits.

The Pflugerville Police Department will 
add four more police officers in December 
to serve the neighborhoods recently an-
nexed into the city. 

by Mandy Hobby

The department received a federal 
grant from Secure Our Schools, an agency 
of the Justice Department, for additional 
laptops for the officers in the schools in 
PISD. 

The new laptops and software will 
allow school resource officers to moni-
tor assigned campuses through multiple 
camera locations plus other campuses on 
the network. 

Pflugerville police officers will also 
begin carrying Tasers for the first time 
by the end of this year. The officers went 
through two separate two-day trainings. 
“Each Taser is equipped with audio and 
video recording capability and improved 
safety features,” Hooker said. “This equip-
ment has been shown to decrease officer 
and suspect injuries when compared with 
other use of force options from studies 
done by agencies across the nation.”

R e G I O n A L  I M PA C T
A b R I d G e d  S T O R I e S  f R O M  O u R  S I S T e R  P u b L I C A T I O n’S  O C T O b e R  I S S u e

Core services upgrade 
and grow with cities

How to become involved in 
transportation planning

• Learn who is involved in your community

• Establish contacts with representatives on the 
Transportation Policy Board

• Visit CAMPO’s website regularly for 
   up-to-date transportation planning 
   opportunities 

www.campotexas.org

• Participate in public meetings

• Attend Policy Board meetings

• Join CAMPO’s mailing list

• Contact CAMPO staff with 
   questions/comments
   512-974-2275

• Establish contacts with transportation   
   providers

• Share suggestions for  improving CAMPO’s 
   public outreach and involvement activities

Source:  campotexas.org

     

 Converting radio system to digital                  
    technology, January 2008

 Adding two motorcycle officers     
    for traffic enforcement, October  
     2006

 Hiring the first assistant chief of
    police, October 2006

Police Departments’ New Programs

Pflugerville
 Increased number of school resource officers, September 2006
 Additional laptops for school resource officers, October 2006
 Adding four patrol officers, December 2006
 Officers to begin carrying tasers, 

     December 2006

Round Rock

Pflugerville motorcycle officer, 
Mike Mirelez
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Leander mayor looks for public 
transportation solutions

Leander mayor John Cowman helped announce the orga-
nization of the Alliance for Public Transportation at Austin 
City Hall, Sept. 20 alongside Austin Mayor Will Wynn. With 
a goal of curbing urban sprawl and making public transpor-
tation more effective in Central Texas, the Alliance unites 
Austin’s satellite cities, major businesses and transportation authorities.

The organization was born when Wynn and Cowman began organizing a  
group of civic leaders as a third party in the discussion for public transportation. 
The idea soon evolved into a full organization to better help the public under-
stand and communicate about the issue.

“Transportation problems aren’t just an Austin thing, they have a regional ef-
fect,” Cowman said. “Central Texas is maturing rapidly and Leander is just one 
part of a bigger situation. We’re on board regionally to solve these problems.”

Leander is one of Central Texas’ trail blazers for public transportation with 
their commuter rail system, due to be operational by 2008. One of the Alliance’s 
first projects is empowering neighborhood planning teams by helping them bet-
ter communicate their needs to Capital Metro, city council and to the agencies 
that design and construct transportation projects. They’ve set up a survey on their 
Web site to help better understand citizens’ transit needs at http://allianceforpub-
lictransportation.org

l o c a l .  u s e f u l .  e v e r y o n e  g e t s  i t .

by racHel youens

Countering the development of one of Texas’ fastest growing counties, 
the Williamson County Conservation Fund has created the Beck Preserve, 
protecting endangered species and setting aside a piece of historic land.

The Williamson County Commissioners Court Sept. 26, officially 
named the area just west of RM 620,the Beck Preserve after the family who 
originally bought the land in 1930. For years, the Beck Ranch was one of 
the county’s most successful cattle operations and beneath the 42.8 acres 
of ranch lay caves full of moist karst stone formations and endangered spe-
cies. As time went by, the ranch was sold to the Round Rock Independent 
School District, who later learned it was protected from construction.

The WCCF, which encourages responsible development and protec-
tion of the county’s endangered species, bought the land in August with a 
grant from Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. The deal was a win for 
both RRISD and the WCCF because when one piece of land is closed as a 
nature preserve, another piece of environmentally sensitive land is opened 
up for production. 

 “Williamson County has a projected population growth as high, if not 
higher, than Travis County in the next 20 years,” Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Lisa Birkman said. “Development is leaving less and less open space, and 
this is an effort for us to be proactive about growth.”

Beck Ranch a step toward preserving 
Williamson County
by racHel youens
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EDUCATION
Focus

Now LISD parents won’t be holding their breath on report card day wondering 
what grades to expect. The district’s new GradeSpeed ParentConnection is bridging 
the gap between home and school by allowing parents to track their child’s progress 
online.

“The most frequent request we get from parents for an added service is online ac-
cess to grades,” said Bill Britcher, LISD’s communication director. “We already send 
home report cards and progress reports, but this gives them something to fill in the 
time between those.”

This free service publishes the grades and attendance records of students in second 
through twelfth grade and assigns parents a personalized login name and password to 
check the weekly updated information. Teachers in the Leander district have already 
been keeping their grades online for two years, so the GradeSpeed ParentConnection 
program doesn’t require any extra work.

“Really, we’re just adding a window for parents to something teachers are already 
doing,” Britcher said. “It’s a program with a lot of impact without having to ask more 
of busy teachers.”

Online Grade reporting is effective immediately for all secondary students, and 
will begin in January for elementary. Attendance reports are effective for both grade 
levels. Letters went out Sept. 7, to all parents in the district informing them of the 
program and how to log in, and the Web site may also be found from the LISD home 
page, www.leanderisd.org

LISD has had success with past online efforts, such as their volunteer sign up appli-
cation. In three months more than 4,700 parents applied. In August, the district also 
began publishing an e-newsletter, Leander ISD Insider, to keep parents and members 
of the community up to date.

BlueBellestapesegmentsforFridayNightLightsseries
Leander High School dancers, the Blue Belles, were picked by the casting 

director to appear in the football themed Friday Night Lights television series. 
Fifteen current, former and future members of the dance team taped two scenes 
with one of the show’s stars, Aimee Teegarden, back row, third from left.

FourstudentsnamedNationalMeritScholarshipsemifinalists
Karen Gerken, Nikki Pinney and Nina Wang of Cedar Park High, and Forrest 

Blackwelder of Leander High were chosen as merit scholarship candidates based 
on their preliminary SAT test scores. Fourteen other students in the district 
were commended, meaning they scored in the top five percent of the 1.4 million 
students who entered the contest.

ControversialBibleclassearnspraisefromindependentsurvey
Cedar Park High School’s elective course, Old Testament Influence on Ameri-

can Civilization, was recognized by The Texas Freedom Network Education 
Fund as one of the state’s top Bible courses. The Freedom Network, a watchdog 
group for church-state conflicts, praised the course for explaining different views 
of the Bible and not having religious bias.

by racHel youens

Onlinegradereportingbridgesinformationgap
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area HomeS

< $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

130
1058
802
398
60
17
5
3
0

$80,403
$127,701
$171,408
$237,815
$333,302
$433,544
$665,740
$860,417
–

70.89
73.18
74.08
90.62
95.08
76.18

122.20
177.67

–

Ranch at Cypress Creek
Cedar Park - 78613
1109 Del Roy Dr. 
Agent: Judy Schoening (512) 797-4422

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$184,900

Sold
Price Range # SOLD Avg. Sales Price Days On Market 

September 1, 2005 – August 31, 2006

+$10,912 

-10

Change in
avg. selling
price over 
last year

Change in
number of
homes sold
over last year

Change in 
homes on the 
market since 
last month

Horizon Park
Leander - 78641             
2001 Garrison Dr.           
Agent: Kim Heng (512) 698-7136

Cypress Bend
Cedar Park - 78613            
2120 Heather Dr. 
Agent: Kathy Schenken (512) 291-3869

3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$185,000

-31 

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$143,000

Cedar Park & Leander MLS Area

Price Range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale
19

152

232

163

53

26

13

3

2

OnThe Market

Month  
August 2006

August 2005

July 2006

June 2006

May 2006

April 2006

250

260

226

295

231

182

$177,391

$166,479

$175,873

$172,265

$168,097

$168,140

Number of Sales Average Price

Monthly
Home Sales

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)

r e s i d e n t i a L R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P O R T
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Stephen Bosak
Parks and Recreation Director,  Leander

Curt Randa
Parks and Recreation Director, Cedar Park

Q.   What plans do you bring to the table in your new position?
A.  I came here to help the city grow and expand the parks and recreation system. 
This is a small community that’s about to explode with growth, and we have many 
recreational needs to be met. As people come to the community and new parks are 
built, we are going to develop programs to complement the facilities we have, and the 
needs of the people and recreational activities.

Q.    Describe an ordinary day in your job.
A.   It depends on the day. Sometimes we have workers headed out to the field for 
maintenance, we have programming people scheduling fields and working with the 
aquatic staff. When we do Music in the Park we set up lights, bands and a P.A. system.  
Another day we will be setting up a Movie in the Park. Some days we work with 
contractors who are building parks. The nice thing is there isn’t a typical day in our 
business. It’s not repetitive and it’s pretty fun.

Q.  How is the parks and recreation department working to satisfy residents’ 
 recreational needs?
A.   The people want parks and trails, and we are working hard to build those facili-
ties and acquire the parks where we need them. I think the residents are happy with 
what they see so far. That’s not to say that we are meeting all of their needs or that we 
have parks in all the places. But, I think the renovation of Bledsoe Park and Divine Lake 
Park coming online, residents are starting to see some real results for their tax dollars.

Q.    If budget were not an issue, what would the next project be for the department?
A.   A recreation center. Purchasing all the needs for park land in strategic locations 
because we’d want to obtain that land before it’s developed. An athletic center would 
be next. Maintenance staff as well. When you add new facilities, you have to have 
maintenance staff to keep up with the needs.

Q.   What is your favorite leisure or recreational activity?
A.  I like to play golf, and I like to hike.  Golf is one of those life sports that you can 
take into your old age and you can play with your kid, nephew or Grandpa.  

Education:  Bachelor’s in Natural Resources, University of Michigan
 Master’s in Recreation Administration, University of North Texas
Family: Wife, Tricia
Contact information:  259-2640, bosak@ci.leander.tx.us

Education:  Bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Science , University of Nebraska
Family:   Wife, Lisa; two sons, Max and Austin
Contact information:    401-5504, randa@ci.cedar-park.tx.us

Stephen Bosak has worked in parks departments since 
1978. He began in Arlington, Texas, then worked 

in Austin for 12 years, and finally Portland, Ore., until 
landing in Leander this summer. His new position as 

Leander parks and recreation director has him 
full of optimism. 

         “Leander is an exciting place with 
a can-do attitude. I look forward to 

helping it grow and being a part of 
it,” Bosak said.

Q.   What plans do you bring to the table in your new position?
A.    I would like to bring together our departmental staff as a team to meet the city’s 
needs for the development of our newly planned parks and the maintenance and 
upgrading of our existing ones. I think efficiency and communication will be the key to 
keeping up with the city’s parks and recreational needs.

Q.    Describe an ordinary day in your job.
A.   My day usually starts with a prioritized ‘to-do’ list. This includes meetings with de-
velopers or consultants to discuss current or future projects. I visit with staff through-
out the day to discuss athletics, aquatics and other programs and events that may be 
coming up. There are always a lot of e-mails and phone calls to return throughout the 
day. When I can, I try to get out of the office to visit existing facilities or future sites that 
may be a new or rehabilitation project.   

Q.   How is the parks and recreation department working to satisfy residents’ 
 recreational needs?
A.   Two projects we are currently working on are the Brushy Creek Recreation Park 
and the Northwest Community Park. The Brushy Creek Recreation Park will have light-
ed sports fields, hike and bike trails and a disc golf course. The Northwest Community 
Park will contain our city’s third community pool, an amphitheater, nature trails, sports 
fields and an off-leash dog park. Many of these planned park amenities are not pres-
ently available to our residents.

Q.   If budget were not an issue, what would the next project be for the department? 
A.   We have funding for phase one of the Brushy Creek Recreation Park and for 
phase one of the Northwest Community Park, but it would be great to have the bud-
get to fully construct both of these parks. The third would be the indoor recreation 
center.

Q.  What is your favorite leisure or recreational activity?
A. I like to do most anything outdoors. Running, mountain biking and skiing are 
probably my top three.

Parks and Recreation Directors envision future growth
by carson barker

Working with the land is second nature to Curt 
Randa. Growing up in the farms and fields 

of Nebraska is how the new Cedar Park Parks and 
Recreation director forged his skills in outdoor labor.  
In August, Randa was promoted from Cedar Park city 

forester to parks and recreation director, and he is eager 
about his new job. 

  “I love working for Cedar Park. It can be 
challenging because there is always so much 

going on, but at the same time it is very 
rewarding” Randa said. Previous to 
his Cedar Park job, he worked as a 
consulting arborist in Austin.


