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Texas X Park combines revenue,
retail and recreation in Leander
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Extreme Development

There’s a one-mile stretch of land 
surrounding most of Leander’s city 
limits that comprises about 80 square 
miles.  Known as extra-territorial ju-
risdiction, this land represents the 
area within which the city is allowed 
to expand.  

Leander is finessing the art of give-
and-take, and creating a dynamic ETJ 
to meet not only the city’s needs, but 
those of neighboring communities as 
well. Leander recently negotiated a 

common land boundary with Liberty 
Hill, and may soon be undergoing a 
similar process with Jonestown.   

Jim Bechtol, Leander’s director of 
community development, notes that 
the process of land swapping is usu-
ally a mutually beneficial experience.

“The city managers and city attor-
neys sit down with maps and basically 
figure out who is better equipped or 
capable to run water and sewage out to 
specific areas of land,” he explains.  

“If it is cost prohibitive or exceedingly 
challenging on one city’s part, then it 
makes sense to allow the other city to 
acquire that portion of the ETJ into 
their jurisdiction.”
Determining the ETJ

The amount of land within a partic-
ular city’s ETJ is based on population. 
The larger the population, the further 
out the ETJ extends. The importance 
of the ETJ is to identify land that is 

The key to the opening of a new 203-acre Texas X Park 
by Leander Capital Investors will be its neighborly presence 
in the community, according to Jim Bechtol, Leander’s 
director of community development.

“We are already addressing people’s fears of noise and 
water now,” Bechtol said. “The developers and the city 
have worked on a development agreement for the past ten 
months that assures citizens of compatible uses, protections 
and that we are in control of any negative impacts it might 
have on the city.”
The Property

Leander Capital Investors voluntarily annexed the 
property into the city in March, and developers have been 
working with Leander for the past two years on finalizing a 
development agreement. 

The property is divided into two zoning parts: general 
commercial for retail and planned use development for 
park facilities. Phase I could open as early as December, 
with the surrounding commercial to follow as roads are 
constructed.

Chef Andy L’Heureux and Selene, owners

Texas X Park
Master Plan
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What is Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction?
 ETJ is the land a city is allowed to annex (expand into) as its 

population increases.
 ETJs do not overlap.
 City limits can expand into the ETJ, but once all the ETJ land 

is annexed, the city limits cannot increase.
  Leander Independent School District 

is independent of the ETJ and covers 
200 square miles.

   Territory can be added to the ETJ 
through voluntary and involuntary 

annexation.

   City codes and regulations ap-
ply to territory within the ETJ, and 

fire and police protection service 
are provided.

See page 8 for ETJ map
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Earlier this 
month, the Leander 
City Council was 
presented with the 
first request to rezone 
a residence in Old 
Town Leander into 
the Transit-Oriented 
Development. After 
hearing an elaborate 

presentation on the TOD and the benefits 
it would bring to the area, followed by 
opinions voiced during the public hearing, 
the request was ultimately denied by a 5-2 
vote against the zoning request. 

In most cases, a 5-2 vote would have 
meant an approval. In this case, however, 
a supermajority was required due to the 
fact that a petition had been presented to 
the council in opposition to the zoning. 
Because of the petition, a 6-1 vote was 
required. 

This was a heated and emotional city 
council meeting. Citizens on both sides 

Information the key to sound decision-making
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TAKE A TEST DRIVE TODAY

You owe it to yourself and your wallet to visit Mazda South before you buy.
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OF HIGH
 PRICES!

THIS IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THE 
GREAT DEALS YOU’LL FIND

SOUTH OF THE RIVER!

MSRP $14,270 - $1,501 
DEALER DISCOUNT = 
$12,769 +TT&L.

$12,769$12,769
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Double Impact
Round Rock • Pflugerville • Cedar Park • Leander

97,000+ total mailed distribution
Local, relevant news and information 

www.impactnewspaper.com

Correction: In our 
May issue, we 
incorrectly located 
Target on our front 
page Cedar Park 
development map. 
The new Target 
will be built on the 
northeast corner 
of the 1431/ 183A 
intersection.

of the issue spoke with passion and 
commitment. 

With the growth of both Leander 
and Cedar Park, such dramas will be 
repeated in council meetings and cafes 
in the months and years ahead as change 
challenges current conditions.

Our purpose at Community Impact is to 
provide the tools for intelligent decision-
making.

It was reassuring at that same council 
meeting to notice that as a woman 
stepped to the podium to speak, one of 
our past issues was included in her folder 
of information.  

We provide our readers with the 
information they need to become better 
informed about their community and to 
formulate their positions on the issues. 
One of my favorite quotes is, “Knowledge 
is power and enthusiasm pulls the switch.” 
We will do what we can to provide you 
with the knowledge. Pulling the switch is 
up to you. 

In this issue, you’ll find that we have 
added three new features. The Real Estate 
Development Update provides information 
on local subdivisions under development 
including their respective locations, the 
builders and the approximate home prices. 

On the Finance page, we ask local 
experts to provide information on various 
financial topics we hope our readers will 
find useful. And finally, we have added a 
Regional Impacts page providing regional 
information about Round Rock and 
Pflugerville from our sister publication. 

I encourage you to continue to contact 
me with your thoughts and comments. 
Whether it is with a story idea or simply to 
express your “two cents” on an issue, I look 
forward to your input. 



JUNE  2006 �ImPACTNEWSPAPER .COM



JUNE  2006� ImPACTNEWSPAPER .COM

Susan Albright got into sewing by chance. 
“I wanted to decorate my classroom,” said the then-

fifth grade teacher. “My mom gave me a sewing machine 
as a gift. Everything after that seemed to come naturally.”

Her mom taught her a few tricks, but the rest, she 
admits, she picked up on her own. Ten years later, she’s 
the owner of Cedar Park’s home décor fabric store – Plush 
Fabric Studio.

Nestled in the heart of the city on Old Highway 183 
where Henry’s Grocery used to sit, Plush Fabric Studio 
specializes in upholstery, window treatments and 
bedding, and recently added custom nursery bedding. 
The studio also offers a growing selection of home décor 
fabrics, as well as thousands of special order materials.

“We are a service-oriented studio with a fervor for 
helping people put a room together,” Albright said.

Albright and her three employees help customers find 
fabrics that complement one another in both texture and 
color, and then help them plan how the room will pull 
together. 

“My staff is really great about honing in on fine details 

that make a design fun,” Albright said. “They get to know 
each client and take each project personally.”

After graduating from The University of Texas at Austin, 
Albright headed to Seattle, where she met her husband, 
Mike, a carpenter. When she and Mike moved back to 
Texas, Albright began teaching in Round Rock. They 
started a family and Albright left teaching to take on the 
full-time management of Mike’s remodeling business.

“Managing Mike’s business gave me the experience I 
needed to pursue my dream,” Albright said. “When the 
opportunity arose to buy the store, it felt like a natural 
progression.”

Albright hopes to one day combine her business with 
her husband’s talents and sell handmade furniture and 
accessories. In the immediate future, however, Albright 
and her staff are offering a series of home decorating 
workshops. 

“My ultimate goal is to create an environment where 
people feel comfortable playing with different elements 
and using their creativity to come up with great ideas,” 
Albright said.

A  B i T  O F  C E d A R  PA R k  H i S TO R y

Fabric store fills home decor niche 
by SuSan VanDeWater

C L O S E R
L   O K

Cedar Park Business

   In 1968, Artie and Betty Henry opened 
Henry’s Grocery,  Cedar Park’s first 
grocery store.

   Artie’s sister, Aneda Ward, ran the store 
until the Henry’s son, Buz, took over. 
They sold the store in 1974 to the 
Cantwell family, who continued to 
operate it for several years.

 “We built the store by hand, Artie and 
me,” said Betty Henry, now 76. “Most 
of the materials we used were second 
hand – including the red rafters which 
Artie salvaged from an old Covert Buick 
dealership.”  

Henry’s Grocery photo courtesy Cedar Park Chamber of Commerce

Susan Albright, owner, Lisa Rutledge, Mark Moore, Amy Waters and Kim Gardiner 
with their fabric samples in the workshop area of their store.

314 Old Hwy 183  •  331-7503
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   Medical Center Ground Breaking
Cedar Park celebrates the ground breaking of Cedar 

Park Regional Medical Center, June 22, at 11:30 a.m. at 
the intersection of the new US 183A and FM 1431. Visit 
www.cedarparkregional.com.

   Urgent and Family Care
A new Urgent and Family Care at Avery 

Ranch will open at 10625 Parmer Ln., Ste. D 
400, June 19. Services offered include pediatric 
and adult illness, urgent care, flu shots, quick 
flu tests, well-woman exams, annual and school 
physicals, health and preventive screening, and 
vaccinations and immunizations. Occupational 
medicine services include drug screenings, 
pre-and post-employment physicals and drug 
screenings. Urgent and Family Care at Avery 
Ranch will offer on-site x-ray, lab and EKG. The 
clinic is open year-round, seven days a week 
from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. For more information, call 
733-9400. 

  Grocery Store Closing in August
Albertson’s grocery stores announced June 6 

that they would be closing 10 of their Central Texas stores 
in early August.  Included in the stores to be closed is the 
Cedar Park store located at 850 N. Bell.  The Cedar Park 
store first opened in 1996, but reopened in 1998 after be-
ing destroyed by a tornado in 1997.

  Bank Celebrates Grand Opening
Wells Fargo is celebrating a grand opening, June 24 at 

their new location at 920 North Lakeline Blvd. Call 336-
4882 or visit www.wellsfargo.com.

    Independence Day Celebration
The City of Cedar Park is planning a 

Fourth of July Family Picnic and Fire-
works Display at Milburn Park, 1901 
Sunchase Blvd, at 4:00 p.m. There will be 
live music and free watermelon, along with 
fun family activities, including air castles, 
bingo, sack races, washer tournaments, and 
the Cedar Park Fire Department clowns. A 
fireworks display ends the celebration. For 
more information, call 401-5500 or e-mail 
parks@ci.cedar-park.tx.us.

   New Office Ground Breaking
Noble Development Group held the 

ground breaking ceremony of Cypress 
Creek Village, June 15. The full service de-
velopment company is building a 32,000 sq. 
ft. retail and office building at 351 Cypress 

Creek Rd.  NDG will house their office on most of the 
second floor, and they will lease out the other offices of 
the building. Call 249-2800, or visit www.nobledg.com.

3

Impact Cedar Park
1

News or questions about Cedar Park? E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

2    
4  

Cypress Creek Village
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C L O S E R
L   O K

Leander Business
by SuSan VanDeWater

Total Pool & Spa makes a splash 

Everyone has different decorating needs. We listen. And we get it.
Finding an interior decorator that fits your budget and understands 

your taste doesn’t just happen in your dreams. Whether one item or an 
entire room, we’ll come to you and create a custom Decor Plan to fit 

your life. Because it’s your budget, your style and your home.

Call Decor & You at (512) 260-6600
or visit www.decorandyou.com.

For Donny and Vickie Greenway, owners of Total Pool and 
Spa, their name says it all – green way. 

“The environment is one of our biggest concerns,” said 
Donny, a certified pool and aquatics facility operator with 
almost 15 years experience in the pool and spa industry. “Our 
mission is to take care of our customers and show them how 
to take care of their pools with fewer chemicals. We want to 
make sure our customers are swimming in water that is safe.”    

With careful concern and awareness for the environment, 
the Greenways launched Total Pool and Spa three years ago. 
The family-owned and-operated business offers service and 
repair for all types of pools and spas, consulting, inspections 
and rainwater collection systems. 

In addition, the Greenways offer monthly pool care classes. 
The half-day classes offered throughout the spring and 
summer teach pool owners how to save money and keep their 
pools clean by using fewer chemicals. 

“Testing pool water can be complicated,” Donny said. “Our 
classes teach the proper technique so that homeowners can 
safely enjoy their pools.”

The Greenways have been active members of the 

community for many years. In fact, the two met while 
serving as Leander volunteer firefighters. 

 “We wanted to start a business where we could work 
together every day and help our community and the 
environment at the same time,” Vickie said. “With our 
involvement in the Leander community, we knew this was 
where we wanted to make a splash.”

And they have done just that. Total Pool and Spa has 
grown exponentially in the past two-and-a-half years, and 
the Greenways hope to continue that trend in the future. 
They recently added a part-time associate to their staff and 
hope to add five to ten more employees in the next few years.

The two continue to be active in the community, serving 
as members of the Leander and Cedar Park Chambers of 
Commerce. Additionally, Vickie is a member of the Leander 
Leadership Class and is involved with the Leander Business 
Circle, which offers support for local small businesses.

“There is so much growth in this area, and we want the 
quality of life to remain high for everyone,” said Vickie. “We 
will continue to nurture the environment so that we can all 
live here long term.”

E n V i R O n M E n TA L Ly  F R i E n d Ly  S W i M M i n g  P O O L

  Saltwater Pool – Uses a special device called 
a chlorine generator to produce chlorine 
so that the pool owner doesn’t have to 
buy, store or handle the chemical. Most 
generators require a salt content of at least 
2,500 parts per million (ppm), well below the 
human tolerance threshold of 3,500 ppm. 

Most chlorine generators, which are made 
of precious metals, work by constantly 
producing chlorine to prevent algae from 
growing.

  natural Swimming Pool – Built into nature 
instead of around it and are self-cleaning.  

Natural swimming pools use gravel, 
stone and clay in place of concrete or 
fiberglass, and aquatic plants instead 
of chemicals and filtering systems. They 
need service once a year.  The natural 
swimming pool is gaining popularity in 
the US.

Donny and Vickie Greenway test water at a customer’s saltwater pool.

260-7854

Tuesday, July 4, 2006
Crystal Falls Golf Course
3400 Crystal Falls Parkway
Transportation from Leander High School provided by
CAPITAL METRO

• Live Music
• Kids Play Area
• Vendors
• Fireworks

FREE ADMISSION FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

This Month’s Feature PropertyThis Month’s Feature Property

512.825.9577
If you need help buying or selling real estate - 

or just want to talk about options, call me today. Aurora Jackson
RealtoR®

Se Habla Espanol
aurorajackson@sbcglobal.netwww.buyorsellaustinhomes.com

3 Bedrooms, 2 Full baths, 
Living area, 2 Dining rooms$189,777 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full baths, 
Living area, 2 Dining rooms$189,777
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City Plan Awarded
Leander’s Transit-Oriented Development 

won the award for best Public Planning 
and Policy at the inaugural 2006 Envision 
Central Texas Community Stewardship 
Awards luncheon in May. Envision Central 
Texas is a nonprofit organization of mem-
bers of the business community, environ-
mental organizations, neighborhoods and 
policymakers. Their common goal is to 
address growth with sound planning that 
has the interests of the region’s existing and 
future citizens in mind. 

The Public Planning and Policy award 
recognizes an organization or governmen-
tal entity for implementing a program or 
policy that facilitates and promotes the 
group’s vision. The finalists in the Public 
Planning and Policy category were the Robert Mueller 
Municipal Airport Redevelopment; the City of George-
town Downtown Master Plan; and the Austin Area 
Early Action Compact. For more information, visit 
www.envisioncentraltexas.org.

      Summer Camps
Leander Parks and Recreation Department has joined 
with the Twin Lakes YMCA to offer summer camps 
including: Soccer, June 19– 23; Basketball, June 26-30; 
Multi-Sport, July 10– 14; and Flag Football, July 17– 21.  
There will be an emphasis on building both skills and 
character when playing sports.  Call 250-9622 or visit 
www.leanderpard.com.

       Ground Breaking Celebration
The Leander Chamber of Commerce hosted a 

ground breaking ceremony, June 1, for the Oaks 
at Crystal Falls. The 24,000 sq. ft. medical/profes-
sional office condominium development is one of 
Leander’s first green building projects. 

The benefits of a green building program in-
clude lower operating costs, reduced maintenance 
and replacement costs, and protection from respi-
ratory illnesses and other diseases. Green build-
ing in commercial settings like this one results in 
improved occupant health and comfort primarily 
due to indoor air quality measures. 
    The condos range in size from 1,200 to 2,975 
sq. ft. and the exterior will be composed of native 
Texas limestone and metal roofs. Contact Doug 
DeVine with PREMAS Commercial Realty Group 

     Movies in the Park
The City of Leander presents Movies in the Park.  The 

movies will be enhanced with a clear sound system and 
brand new digital equipment. Movies scheduled include: 
Chicken Run, June 30; Wallace and Gromit, July 14; Andre’, 
July 28; Nanny McPhee, Aug. 11; and The Chronicles of 
Narnia, Aug. 25. Located at the Robin Bledsoe Park on 
601 S. Bagdad Road, the movies begin at dusk.  Bring 
lawn chairs, blankets, and picnic baskets.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.leanderpard.com.

     Run-Off Election
The run-off election for City Council Place Four be-

tween Simon Garcia and Michell Cantwell is June 17. Vote 
at Pat Bryson Municipal Hall, 201 N. Brushy St. For more 
information, visit wcportals.wilco.org/elections.     

Impact Leander

News or questions about Leander?  E-mail us at news@impactnewspaper.com.

2      

1

106 W. Willis • Across from City Hall
www.LeanderRealty.biz

301 US 183 S
259-9899

20% OFF

www.LeanderCommunityClub.org

Support your local businesses

www.babyfacedayspa.com

Waley Insurance Agency
Independent Agent

Serving the community since 1980

DOMINO’S PIZZA
in North Leander:

260-7111 •  Hwy 183 & FM 2243
Now open for lunch at 11:00 –  all week. 

Hiring for all positions.  EOE

Ask for our ImPACT carry-out special:
1 Large, 1 Topping Pizza just $5.99.

Limited time only

Voted Austin’s Best Self-Indulgent Babying
528-1116

Bring this and receive 10% OFF your first massage
103 West Drive N.

259-2338
202 N. Brushy Street

(across from the Police & Fire Dept.)

Meander through
OLD TOWN LEANDEROLD TOWN LEANDER

Zora’s Select GiftsZora’s Select Gifts
A little bit of 

Fredericksburg in Leander

Buy 2 Entrees
Get 1 Dessert FREE

Expires 7/30/06

105 Willis • 259-3388
ANY ONE ITEM

Expires 7/30/06

at 335-8333 or doug@premasgroup.com. 
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Downtown Municipal Office Complex Plan

BAGDAD ST

Nelson Nagle bought a house 
for his family counseling practice 
at 400 W. Main in 1996 because 
he liked the charm of downtown 
Round Rock. The property now 
not only includes the renovated 
house, but a one-story office 
complex. 

“I worked with the city to 
create my own office opportunity 
and thought others might want 
to do that, too,” Nagle said of his 
development.

Later, Nagle bought other 
houses in the area and plans to restore all of the homes on Harris St. as a prototype. 

“I never had the idea to come build the cheapest buildings,” Nagle said. “I do not want 
to sacrifice the character or environment, but rather implement the historical aspects 
with the design.”

Nagle shares his vision with the City of Round Rock. The city made a commitment 
to the downtown area with the Southwest Downtown Business Plan, a comprehensive 
plan with development standards, passed last year. The city created a business incentive 
in 1995 by making downtown a reinvestment zone. The zoning expired in 2000, but 
according to Round Rock City Planner, Jim Stendebach, the market is now taking care 
of it.

“The downtown area was rezoned to mixed use this past year and now houses are 
being converted into office buildings,” Stendebach said. “which eliminates [building]  
auto body shops, for instance, that would have a negative impact.”

Stendebach acknowledges Nagle’s efforts for helping the city with implementing a new 
downtown plan.

“Nelson is picking up these buildings and converting them for us. He is kind of our 
urban frontiersman.”

Local retail development beginning to 
take shape in neighboring cities

by Mandy Hobby

Round Rock family counselor helps 
restore historical downtown district

by Mandy Hobby

According to Rick Murphy, Pflugerville economic development director, there are 
more than 3,000 acres of prime commercial, retail and industrial property along the new 
SH 130 and SH 45 tollroads, and most of it is undeveloped. 

“Pflugerville’s time is coming,” Murphy said. “Like a building, we have to lay a foundation 
for retailers, and we need anchor stores to attract and help the small businesses survive.”

The city recently celebrated the ground breaking of Wal-Mart Supercenter at the corner 
of Pfennig Ln. and FM 685. 

“This is a significant day when we can begin a great partnership with a large retailer,” 
said Greg Miller, Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce chairman. “This will bring in new 
taxes and help pay for real estate. This is a chance for residents to come home and shop.”

North American Properties, a Cincinnati development group, has nine acres at Hester’s 
Crossing and La Frontera Blvd. under contract with the City of Round Rock. 

La Frontera Square includes a four-story complex with offices, retail, restaurants and 
343 apartments or condominiums on the top floors. 

“We thought this type of product was needed in Round Rock because of the commuting 
times and increasing gas prices,” Mike Pacillio, NAP partner, said. “We want people to be 
able to walk to the different types of services and residences.”

Among the 120 stores of 
the Round Rock Premium 
Outlets opening Aug. 3, 
will be Adidas, AG Adriano 
Goldschmeid, Ann Taylor, 
Banana Republic, Brooks 
Brothers, Burberry, Calvin 
Klein, Coach, Cole Haan, 
J. Crew, Michael Kors, 
Miss Sixty/Energie, Nike, 
Polo Ralph Lauren, Puma, 
Swarovski and Theory. 
Visit www.premiumoutlets.com/
roundrock
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able to support future growth and contribute to 
the city’s tax base.  According to Sharon John-
son, Leander’s director of finance, the ETJ has 
no tax value to the city until the property is an-
nexed into the city limits. 

Mayor John Cowman says that it’s impor-
tant for all cities in central Texas to define 

their boundaries.  “Leander has annexed 
approximately 4,000 acres from its ETJ,” 

he says.  “As other cities in the area con-
tinue to grow, the challenge will be to ad-
dress our city limits with foresight and 

planning based on population 
and growth.”

Land locked 
Cities often extend their city 
limits whenever possible in 
order to expand their ETJ, pre-
serving the areas of growth for 

the city.  When a city is limited 
in how far they can expand, land 

opportunities within the ETJ dimin-
ish.  Brenda Eivens, Cedar Park city man-
ager, notes that her city is basically “land-

locked” with only about 11 square 
miles of ETJ left.

“If you look at a planning map 
of the city, you don’t see many colored 
areas representing our ETJ,” Eivens says.  

“We are surrounded by Round Rock, Lean-
der and Austin, and because annexation of land 
within the ETJ needs to be contiguous to the 
city limits and have a clear path to access it, it 
becomes increasingly difficult to grow.”

Annexation
There are two ways land can be annexed 

from an ETJ. An individual or group of 
landowners whose property is contiguous 
with a city’s ETJ petition the city to be an-
nexed.  

The city then works with the landowners 
to extend its water and sewage connection 
points to assist the landowners in complet-
ing their lines.  As soon as property is an-
nexed, public safety services including fire 
and police protection begin.

The other method is through involuntary 
annexation. 

“This can be a very emotional issue for 
landowners,” Cowman said. “The city makes 
every effort to respond to the concerns of 
landowners when looking at involuntary 
annexation.”  

In many instances, the city may only an-
nex a portion of a landowner’s property. 

 “If the city identifies a certain parcel of 
property necessary to ‘fill in the blank’ for 
a designated area of expansion and devel-
opment, the landowner is under no obliga-
tion to annex their entire property from the 
ETJ,” Cowman said.  

 Cowman looks to the portion of Lean-
der’s ETJ that borders the Parmer Lane 
corridor as one major area of future devel-
opment.  “Parmer Lane is the gateway to Le-
ander, and we need to evaluate how best to 
meet the needs of residents and businesses 
who will occupy this area.  The ETJ will play 
a vital role in its growth and success.”

CONTINUED FROM | 1

ETJ Give and Take

Cedar Park
 City Limits
 ETJ

Leander
 City Limits
 ETJ
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Monday - Saturday 10-9 • Sunday 11-6
11091 Pecan Park Blvd. • 512-257-9803 

*On approved credit only. Financing provided by CitiFinancial Retail Services Division of Citicorp Trust Bank, fsb. No down payment is required for this financing offer. No interest promo-
tional period runs through billing cycle that ends January 1, 2009. In order for no finance charges to be incurred, equal monthly payments must be made during the promotional period so
that the amount financed is paid in full prior to the expiration of the promotional period.  Otherwise, standard rates and charges apply.  Standard rate 23.99% APR.  Default rate 26.99%
APR.  Minimum monthly finance charge $.50. $3,500 minimum purchase required. This offer does not apply to clearance items, previous and pending orders. See store for complete details.
© Copyright 2006 Haverty Furniture Companies, Inc.

Shop with confidence 
We guarantee our quality, prices and services.  It's that 

simple.  We stand behind our promise and your purchase.

Come home 
to timeless, 

classic style

$999 Queen estate bed

Detailed with a hand-carved scroll motif, our “Seville” 
bedroom collection is crafted with bookmatched cherry
veneers highlighted with a warm brown cognac finish.
#145121795.  Armoire $1499.  Chest $899.  Nightstand $399.
Also available:  King estate or sleigh bed $1299;  
Dresser with mirror $1299;  Queen sleigh bed $999.

$1499 Leather sofa

Our “Mayfair” collection features a traditional sofa with luxurious aniline-dyed leather, 
flared arms with nailhead trim and walnut-colored wooden feet.  As shown in brown.  93”L.
#125013071.  Chair $1199.  Ottoman $499.  Also available:  Sleeper sofa $1799;  
Loveseat $1469;  Recliner $1299.

$2199 Leather sofa

Hand-rubbed leather upholstery in an autumn color and antiqued nailhead trim give our 
“La Grande” collection its gracefully aged look.  The sofa features a shaped back, a carved
wooden base and durable eight-way hand-tied spring construction.  88”L.  #125013181.  
Chair $1899.  Ottoman $599.  Also available:  Loveseat $2169;  Recliner $1699.
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Finance
A P P LY I N G  F O R  A  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  LO A N

A small business loan is acquired by a small 
business entity to be used for reasons ranging from 
starting a new business to expanding an existing 
business.
 The most common type of small business loan 
is an SBA loan.  An SBA loan is a commercial 
loan backed or guaranteed by the Small Business 
Administration and is additional collateral for the 
lender.  The loan request is submitted for review to 
the SBA after the lender has assessed it.

Upon the approval by the SBA, the loan can be 
closed on by the lending institution, and at that time 
the proceeds from the loan can be used to expand 
or renovate existing facilities, purchase machinery 
or other improvements, to finance receivable and 
working capitol or even to refinance existing debt.”  

“

Barbara Shaffer,
Vice President 
259-2443

First Texas Bank, Cedar Park
 Seeking a new business loan requires research and 
understanding of what will help your specific business.  
 I would start by opening a dialogue with a bank 
and learning about the process.  You want to know 
what types of products are being offered and what 
will help your business.  You also want to be careful to 
understand and familiarize yourself with whom you are 
applying your loan, and a bank will want to know who 
they are doing business with as well.
 You want to establish a business plan and discuss 
your options with a loan officer.  If you are starting a 
new business, I would recommend seeking an outside 
consultant to set up a business plan and learning about 
the different resources that could assist you through the 
loan process.  
 Applying for the wrong product can affect your 
business negatively.  Therefore, when applying for a 
loan, it is important to obtain the correct product for 
your business and specific situation.”

“

Matt Sparkman,
Small Business 
Relationship 
Manager and 
Assistant Vice President 
250-2566

Chase Bank, Cedar Park
 Determining who qualifies for a business loan can 
not be generalized. Each loan must be looked at as a 
separate and unique situation.
 Lenders typically look at what type of situation 
the business is in; is it a startup company, established 
company, or franchise?  An established business with 
two or more years of business experience is a typical 
industry benchmark and a good indication that the 
business is successful and a good risk.  
 Even before looking at specifics, I want to make 
sure that a loan is the best situation for that particular 
business at that time.    
 When determining whether a business qualifies 
for a loan, I analyze personal credit as well as the 
business’ credit, financial statements, tax returns, their 
relationship with the bank and their revenues.”

“

Jeremy Lewis,
Personal/Business 
Banker and Financial 
Representative
421-5881

Compass Bank, Leander
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Transportation Report
R O A D  C O N S T R U C T I O N  U P D AT E

covertauto.com

Covert FordCovert Ford Covert Ford of Austin, the Volume Ford 
Dealer in Central Texas for 11 straight years.

Covert Ford is now open on Sundays from 11-5. Now in two great locations, Austin and Hutto.  

Serving Central Texas since 1909
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Shop on Saturdays and save on Sundays at Covert Ford.
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NEW HOPE ROAD

CR 180

FM 1431

New Hope Road Construction
• Reconstructed to a five-lane arterial section.
• Intersection of New Hope Road with US 183A will be realigned.
• City has received funding for the reconstruction of New Hope Road from Bagdad Road to CR 180.
• Construction contract awarded for $10.5 million; completion anticipated for October 17, 2007.
• City of Cedar Park citizens will benefit from the improved east-west route.
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Source: Public Works Dept City of Cedar Park

TxTAG now on sale
 TxTag gives you easy access to toll 
roads throughout Texas, by letting 
you pay your tolls electronically from 
a prepaid account.  This eliminates 
stopping at toll booths or searching for 
change. 
 Purchase a TxTag by visiting www.
txtag.org or by calling 1-888-GoTxTag 
(1-888-468-9824).  An initial payment 
of $20 is required for TxTag to work 
throughout Texas. An Account 
Management Card is provided to 
TxTag customers making it easy to 
check your account balance and make 
payments online or by phone. 

East Park Street to be closed
 Beginning Tuesday, July 5, East Park Street between Lynnwood Trail and Buffalo Avenue will be 
closed to all vehicle and pedestrian traffic until the completion of Project 183A in early 2007. This 
primarily affects residents of the Forest Oaks subdivision and students of Cox Elementary.
 The street closure, headed by the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority and contracted by Hill 
Country Constructors, is necessary to allow earthwork excavation and bridge construction for 183A. 
For information, please call the Project 183A Hotline at 485-183A (1832).
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H I s TO R I C A L  I M PA C T

Robert McAlpin Williamson served 
Texas as a lawyer, newspaper editor, major 
in the Texas Rangers, and judge. He also 
served as a legislator for the Republic of 
Texas as well as the State 
of Texas.

Because Williamson 
used a wooden leg, he 
was known affectionately 
as Three-legged Willie. 
Following a serious illness 
(probably polio) when he 
was 15, one leg could no 
longer bear weight.  He 
began using a wooden leg 
for support, leaving the 
lower part of his right leg 
sticking out behind him.

Williamson passed the 
bar to become a lawyer 
before he was 19. He went 
on to live a vigorous life 
as a buffalo hunter, Texas 
Ranger, cavalryman, and 
circuit-riding judge.  

In 1832, he led a posse to rescue his 
friend, William Barrett Travis, and 
others at Ft. Anahuac. The confrontation 
sparked some of the first bloodshed of the 
Texas Revolution. Williamson also fought 
in the cavalry at the Battle of San Jacinto.  

Citizens of western Milam County 
petitioned the legislature in 1848 to form a 
new county.  The original petition proposed 
the new county be named San Gabriel, but 
the lawmakers chose to honor one of their 

own, naming the new 
county Williamson.

On San Jacinto 
Day, 1891, a life-sized 
portrait of Williamson 
was dedicated in 
the State Senate 
Chamber and can still 
be seen there today. 
During its unveiling, 
George Clark of 
Waco declared that 
“Rome, even in the 
palmiest days of her 
evolution, never had 
such a man” as Robert 
McAlpin Williamson.  
Lt. Gov. George C. 
Pendleton recalled 
Williamson as “an 

idol of the people....an upright and honest 
judge who unflinchingly administered the 
law.”

For more information, visit the 
Williamson County Historical Museum’s 
exhibit of Three-legged Willie, 716 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown, or www.wchm-tx.org.

Williamson County’s namesake a Texas hero 
coMpiLed by JiM dawson

In 1973, the Texas Highway 
Department (now known 
as the Texas Department of 
Transportation) discovered 
the site of a prehistoric camp 
during their initial survey 
for the extension of RM 1431 
east of IH 35 between Round 
Rock and Leander. The 
routine core samples revealed 
an early culture had once occupied the 
area, but was buried many feet below the 
surface.

The Archeology Division of the 
Highway Department was charged with 
the task to survey and possibly excavate 
the site. On December 29, 1982, a skeleton 
of a female who died during the closing 
days of the last Ice Age, about 9,500 years 
ago, was uncovered in what appeared to 
be a family burial ground.

It was apparent that care had been taken 
for her burial. In the carefully arranged 
grave, state-employed archeologists found 
the remnants of a last meal, the bones of a 
small rodent, and a shark’s tooth, probably 
worn as an ornament, a grinding stone 
and evidence of a bison.

She was in a fetal position with her 
head cradled in her arms. Examination 
revealed her collarbone had been broken 
prior to her death. The woman, named 
Leann or the Leanderthal Lady (due to 

9500-year-old remains found in Leander in 1982
coMpiLed by Katie burba her proximity to Leander), was 

between 20 and 30 years old.
Human remains of such 

antiquity in the Western 
Hemisphere number only about 
a dozen and, of those, few are 
intentional burials.

The Paleo-Indian burial of 
the woman drew international 
attention. Smithsonian staffers 

came to examine the site. The news media 
questioned department personnel and the 
public hovered around the dig, which was 
guarded day and night.

Scientists date the earliest human activity 
in Texas at 12,000 years ago during the 
Pleistocene Age.  Archeologists have found 
river terraces containing burned rock from 
hearths and baking pits revealing human 
inhabitants along the rivers of North 
Central Texas. 

The Pleistocene Age was not only a time 
during which climates and temperatures 
shifted dramatically, but the fossils from 
this time period are often abundant, well-
preserved, and can be dated very precisely.   

The Leanderthal Lady’s remains are at the 
J.J. Pickle Research Center of the University 
of Texas in Austin. 
 A marker for the Wilson-Leonard Brushy Creek 
Burial Site of the Leanderthal Lady is located .03 
miles east of the intersection of FM 1431 (East 
Whitestone Blvd.) and West Parmer Lane, on the 
south side of FM 1431.
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 We enjoyed the Grilled Salmon salad served on 
spinach and wild greens with shaved Parmesan cheese 
and cilantro dressing. ($8.99) The Salmon Bundles was a 
ginger/scallion salmon fillet wrapped in a Filo bundle and 
baked with fresh vegetables. ($11.99) Another outstanding 
entree was the Chicken Pouch, an herbed chicken breast, 
baby spinach and smoked cheese wrapped in a Filo pouch 
with wild rice pilaf. ($9.99) Both entrees are served with a 
wild greens salad.
 Our desserts were equally delightful. We ordered the 
Chocolate Decadence, a delicious rich, heavy, moist 
cake with toasted hazelnuts and raspberry sauce with a 
generous spoonful of homemade cinnamon ice cream 
on the side ($5.99) and the creamy, flavorful Fresh Berry 
Brulee. ($5.99) Both were a tasty way to complete the 
meal.
  A restaurant whose slogan is “A Celebration of Food & 
Friends” is more than just a place to eat. Andy and Selene 
have worked hard during the past two years to create an 
enjoyable, affordable dining experience. 
 “We live here,” Andy said.  “The people who come 
here aren’t just customers—they are our neighbors and 
friends.”

Selene’s Bistro is a delightful restaurant to enjoy food 
with friends. We were welcomed at the door with a 

smile and settled into a corner booth. Right away the 
effervescent Selene herself greeted us and asked for our 
wine and appetizer choices and assisted as we chose a 
wine suited to our individual palettes. 
 If wine seems a daunting topic, then please take an early 
lunch and enjoy an afternoon with Selene. 
 The menu is not overwhelming but offers an eclectic 
variety of dishes, all of which fall into a reasonable price 
range. Chef Andy L’Heureux, Selene’s husband, has made 
it his mission to develop an affordable yet unique dining 
experience using the best quality ingredients in his 
recipes.
 Both Selene and Andy enjoy educating their customers 
about unfamiliar ingredients. Not many restaurant 
owners foster that sort of relationship with their clientele.
 Our appetizers arrived quickly. A pistachio encrusted 
baked brie with crusty toast wedges was absolutely 
yummy. ($6.99) The corn chowder was a sweet blend 
of mellow, creamy cheese, red pepper, and wonderful 
undertones of spices. ($3.25) 

By DeB arnolD

N E I G H B O R H O O D
Local bistro celebrates food and friends

Chef Andy and Selene L’Heureux enjoy a meal from their kitchen.

1906 S. Bagdad Rd   •  528-9595

C H E F ’ S  C H O i C E S : W i n E  W i T H  d i n n E R

Stuffed Roast Pork Loin $12.99
Suggested Wine: 
White Bordeaux

Beef Tournedos $16.99
Suggested Wine: 
Trere Sangiovese

Chicken Pouches $9.99
Suggested Wine: 

Chateau Routas Wild Boar White
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The building and construction of the 
park and commercial retail will all be 
completed and paid for by the developers 
and businesses. According to Bechtol, 
one advantage of this project is that the 
developers are making use of land the 
city would not develop. The land would 
normally not be developed because it is on 
a floodplain.
Financing the Project

The project’s five phases entail the 
expansion and construction of roads to 
accommodate future traffic the park will 
bring. Although the city is not paying for 
any of the building construction, it will 
help with the expansion of Bagdad Road 
through an upcoming bond election. 
Williamson County will also work with the 
developers on the expansion of San Gabriel 
Parkway. 

“We wanted to do this the right way and 
we want the community support,” Matt 
Tolbert, Leander Capital Investors general 
partner, said. “We want to be here a long 
time and we want them to feel comfortable 
with us.”

The city council passed the Texas X Park’s 
agreement, June 2, and the developers will 
take the agreement to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission meeting, June 22, for 
zoning revisions. Those revisions will then 
go to another city council meeting, July 6, 
for a final review.

New Neighbor
This new neighbor located at Bagdad 

Rd. and San Gabriel Pkwy. will provide a 
projected $66 million of sales tax revenue 
for Leander, as well as the city’s first hotel, 
retail, restaurants, extreme sports facilities, 
an RV park, a beachfront with volleyball, 
paintball, overnight camps and trails.

The park will be 4,000 ft. from the 
commuter rail train station, 23 miles from 
Austin and next to two of Leander’s parks: 
Lake Devine Park and Benbrook Ranch 
Regional Park.

“A family of five could come with 
Grandma and Grandpa on a Saturday and 
there would be something for everyone 
to do,” Tolbert said. “I traveled the sports 
circuits with my children and this is what 
people said they wanted.”

Leander was chosen as the featured 
destination location for this multi-use 
state-of-the-art park over other cities 
because of the community’s demographics, 
family spirit and transportation, according 
to Tolbert.

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Extreme Development “This community is the best community,” 
Tolbert explained. “In Leander, there is an 
average of 2.3 children per household and 
also the commuter rail which will get kids 
safely here for us to shuttle to the park.”
Needed Recreation

Although adults will enjoy the park’s 
offerings, the park will be a much needed 
escape for the community’s youth.

“There is nothing for kids to do right now 
in Leander,” Bechtol said. “We are behind 
on park acquisition, and this will provide 
outlets for the kids in the area.”

Currently in the plans are sports fields, 
BMX track, supercross and motocross 
track, peewee track, lake and cable skis, 
equestrian facilities and indoor sports 
facilities.

 “The average family is on a pretty tight 
budget and they only have a certain amount 
of money allocated for a weekend,” Tolbert 
said. “With this, a family is not just doing 
one thing on the weekend, but everything.”

With a facility of this size, Tolbert hopes 
it will bring in national and international 
promoters and events. 

Round Rock based BWM Group is 
designing the park to fit the area’s character 
and needs.

“These new venues are going to be totally 
different from what this area has ever seen,” 
Philip Wanke, BWM group principal said. 
“We are meeting a need not met around 
here in a much bigger way. It’s exciting to 
just be a part of it.”

For more information about the Texas X 
Park, visit www.texasxpark.com.
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Sports Camp
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“These new venues are going to 
be totally different from what this 

area has ever seen. We are meeting 
a need not met around here in a 
much bigger way. It’s exciting to 

just be a part of it.”
Philip Wanke, BWM group principal

Phase One
Texas X Park, excluding the cable ski facilities in Lake Devine and the 
concert venue, may be constructed and operated using the existing 
Bagdad Rd., Halsey Dr. and the Phase One improvements for San Gabriel 
Pkwy. as access to US 183. 
The park may not hold any event or concert within the property until 
further roadway improvements are constructed.

Phase Two
First hotel and commercial retail. 
Before building occupancy, the following road improvements must be 
completed and approved: 
•  Two lane extension of San Gabriel from its terminus to Halsey Dr. to 
Bagdad Rd.  
•  Widen Bagdad Rd. to four lanes south from the intersection of Bagdad 
Rd. and San Gabriel to Halsey Dr.

Phase Three
This phase of the project includes construction of the cable ski facilities 
in Lake Devine and the concert venue within the Texas X Park. 
Before building occupancy, the following road improvements must be 
completed and approved:  
•  Widen San Gabriel to four lanes from Bagdad to US 183.  
•  San Gabriel will be constructed as four lanes on both the east and 
west sides of San Gabriel’s intersection with Bagdad. 
•  San Gabriel may be transitioned to a two lane road and extended as a 
two lane road west approximately a distance of 700 ft. from Bagdad to 
connect to the northern park driveway to San Gabriel. 
•  The northern park driveway to San Gabriel shall serve as the primary 
entrance into the park. 

Phase Four
Additional commercial retail. 
Before building occupancy, the following road improvement must be 
completed and approved: 
•  Widen the extension of San Gabriel to four lanes. 

Phase Five
Other facilities completed. 
This phase includes the land north of the park that may include multi-
use indoor sports complex, hockey rink and ice arena and regional 
convention center. Before building occupancy, road improvements 
adjacent to the lot containing the building must be completed and 
approved.

Letters of Intent
•  Sports Tech: 
  Indoor sports facility
•  XP Forum: 
  Indoor multi-purpose event center
•  XP Forum Tenants: 
  Norris Conference Center 
  Hills Café 
  NAHL Hockey
•  IMG Sports Management
•  Best Western Hotels
•  Capital 
 Gymnastics
•  Texas Heat Wave
•  Austin Sports 
 Commission

Economic Impact
•  Attract international and national 

sanctioned events
•  Enhance city tax base
•  Positive economic use of normally 

non-productive land
•  Job creation
•  Leander’s first hotel (future bed tax)
•  Construction/capital improvement 

value for Leander- $66 million
•  City-wide economic impact 
 from events
•  Draw for future families 
 and businesses
• Leander recognized nationally 
 as a destination center

Texas X Park Building and Roadway Phasing

HALSEY D
R
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Up Close: Red Oaks Up Close: Vista Ridge

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN CEDAR PARK

Ranch at Brushy Creek
LOCATION: Brushy Creek Rd.
BUILDER: David Weekley, 
Drees Custom Homes, Meritage,
Morrison, Newmark, Village Builders
PRICE: from the $180s
www.theranchatbrushycreek.net

Westside Preserve
LOCATION: Nelson Ranch Loop
BUILDER: David Weekley, 
Meritage, Newmark
PRICE: from the $200s
www.westsidepreserve.com

Forest Oaks
LOCATION: Brushy Creek Rd.
BUILDER: DR Horton, Gehan, 
Meritage, Newmark, Ryland
PRICE: from the $140s
www.forestoaksonline.com

LOCATION: Cypress Creek
BUILDER: David Weekley, 
Lennar, Newmark, 
Village Builders
PRICE: from the $220s
www.redoakstx.com

Residential Real Estate
A R E A  D E V E LO P M E N T  U P D AT E

LOCATION: Bagdad
BUILDER: David Weekley
& Plantation Homes
PRICE: from the $130s

1 1

2

3

4

2

3

4

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN LEANDER

Westview Meadows
LOCATION: Bagdad
BUILDERS: Centex Homes
PRICE: from the $130s

Grand Mesa
LOCATION: Crystal Falls
BUILDER: Olympus, Jude Brothers
Construction, Dimension Builders, 
Ed Wohlrad, Perry, Drees, 
Klear Custom Homes, Randy Rollo
PRICE: from the $350s
www.crystalfalls.net/grand_mesa.php

Old Town Village
LOCATION: South St.
BUILDER: Armadillo Homes
PRICE: from the $120s

C E d A R  P A R k L E A N d E R
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Round Rock and Pflugerville Specialists
810 Hesters Crossing, Suite 100
Round Rock, TX 78681
512-255-1060
www.coldwellbankerunited.com

Cedar Park & Leander MLS Area

Residential
R E A L  E S TAT E  R E P O R T

Area HOMES

$100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 Million +

178
1046
742
352
52
11
5
3
0

$82,887
$126,909
$171,469
$235,862
$334,040
$445,910
$608,740
$818,750
–

83.30
76.18
80.23
96.47

116.06
94.73

148.60
106.33

–

Price Range 
$100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

# of Homes for Sale
24

211

219

156

40

11

5

6

0

Month  

April 2006

April 2005

March 2006

February 2006

January 2006

December 2005 
 

182

191

249

157

132

184

$168,140

$159,099

$158,028

$162,548

$156,292

$171,994

Number of Sales Average Price 

Monthly
Home Sales

Horizon Park
Leander - 78641           
401 Fairfield Loop                  
Agent: Kim Heng (512) 698-7136

              3 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$160,000

SOLd
Price Range 

Data provided by Alamo Title Company (www.alamotitle-austin.com)

# SOLD Avg. Sales Price Days On Market 
May 1, 2005 – April 30, 2006

$9,041 
 

-9  

Increase in
avg. selling
price over 
last year

Change in
number of
homes sold
in April ‘06 
vs. April ‘05

Increase of 
homes on 
the market 
since last 
month

OnThe MarketOnThe Market

Buttercup Creek
Cedar Park - 78613             
1204 Red Ranch Circle             
Agent: Bernice Schaffer (512) 250-0855

              4 Br./3 Ba.         
$290,000

Forest Oaks
Cedar Park - 78613            
1016 Cashew Lane               
Agent: Stan Smith (512) 431-6255

              4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$330,000
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Cedar Park and Leander Specialists
13376 Research Blvd, Ste 120

(512) 258-6677
www.coldwellbankerunited.com



JUNE  20061� ImPACTNEWSPAPER .COM

Bob Lemon was interested in the theory of politics most of his life, so it was 
no surprise when he finally ran for public office as a precinct chairman in 

Florida in the early 1980s.  After moving to Texas in 1988, he was elected three 
years later as a precinct candidate for Williamson County’s 25th District.  During 
the next 14 years, he served three times as his party’s convention chairman and 
was a delegate to Texas’ Republican state convention eight times.  His most 
recent re-election efforts garnered 63 ½ percent of the vote – the largest turnout 
of voters in Cedar Park in quite some time.  “I’m just humbled the residents 
think I’ve done a good job and wanted me back for another term,” he says.

Q.  Who do you feel gave you your values?
A.  President Ronald Reagan was an impetus for me to become involved in politics, but 
there really isn’t one individual I can credit for instilling this passion in me.  I will say that 
my wife has played a major role in teaching me how to reach out to my constituents, and 
is probably one of the main reasons I am in office today.

Q.  What is the biggest challenge facing Cedar Park?
A.  We are at a crossroad.  Transportation is the number one issue; how people can enter, 
exit and move about within Cedar Park.  We also know our limitations on what land is left 
to develop, and feel the pressure to convert commercially-zoned land for residential use.  
Our 1998 city plan calls for the creation of a full-service city; we want to have that land 
available for commercial development when the time is right.

Q.  How do you envision Town Center bringing the 
city together?
A.  When we were looking at how other communities 
created their town centers, we stood in Southlake and said 
‘this is a way someone implemented our vision.’  With the 
new city hall and recreation center serving as the anchors 
in the development, we will create not only a destination 
location, but a true sense of place for Cedar Park 
residents.  

Q.  What is your greatest 
accomplishment?
A.  Running unopposed for mayor, and 
knowing that the people of Cedar Park have 
the confidence in me that we will do what 
needs to be done to continue to make the 
city a place people are proud to live in.

Q.  What is currently in your CD player?
A.  Some songs that were recorded for 
the fifth- and sixth-grade Sunday school 
class at Hill Country Bible Church.  I 
play bass in a band that performs for 
approximately 200 children and 50 adults 
every Sunday.  

City mayors recall road leading to political involvement

John Cowman, Mayor, City of Leander
Education:  Associate’s degree in business from Austin Community College 
Family:  Three daughters, ages 19, 11 and 7
Contact Information:  528-2743, mayor@ci.leander.tx.us

Bob Lemon, Mayor, City of Cedar Park
Education:  Bachelor’s degree in sociology from Houghton College, New York; 
Bachelor’s degree in computer science from State University of New York
Family:  Married 24 years; three daughters, ages 24, 22 and 11
Contact Information: 736-3515, mayor@ci.cedar-park.tx.us

John Cowman wanted “something good to happen to western Williamson 
County,” so in 2002 he threw his hat into the political ring to get the ball 

rolling in Leander.  “My decision to run for public office was based on my 
desire to help make changes that I knew would benefit not only the residents 
of Leander, but the surrounding communities as well.”  He’s been dubbed a 
“regional thinker” by most who know and work with him, and is obviously 
proud of the role Leander is playing in the incredible growth of central Texas.

Q.  Who do you feel gave you your values?
A.  Most definitely my mother.  She was the matriarch of the family and she and my 
father raised me in a very stable family environment.  She taught me to always be 
humble, fair and giving.  And she instilled in me a passion to volunteer.

Q.  What is the biggest challenge facing Leander?
A.  Managing the quality of growth of our city.  Leander is averaging an annual 
population growth between 15 and 18 percent.  With growth sometimes comes pain, 
and the test is coming within the next year, possibly in the form of taxes.  But like the 
family that Leander is, we’ll pull through it together.

Q.  How do you see the TOD progressing?
A.  Some work has already begun within the TOD 
and I’m extremely encouraged by the numerous 
discussions between landowners and developers.  I 
can’t wait to get out of bed in the morning to see 
what is going to happen regarding the TOD.

Q.  What is your greatest accomplishment?
A.  My accomplishments in relation to Leander 

are all team efforts.  We’ve created a sense of 
regionalism in all we do, with the premise 

that what is good for Leander is good for 
our neighbors, and vice versa.  One of 
my proudest moments was when I read 
a recent article about the arrival of the 
Capital Metro commuter rail that read “it 
all started at a meeting in Leander.”

Q.  What is currently in your CD player?
A.  Patty Griffin, Asleep at the Wheel, 
Johann Pachelbel and Junior Brown.

GRAND OPENING – JUNE 19th
• On-site X-ray, Lab, and EKG
• Most health plans accepted
• All patients seen by a physician
• No appointment needed

Health care when you need it

Brushy Creek Rd

Avery Ranch Blvd

Parm
er   Ln

1431

+

512.733.9400 Hours: 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. – 7 days a week – 365 days a year
10625 Parmer Lane, Suite D400


