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Agricultural census data shows shift in land usage as development grows 
By Jocelyn Kerr and Marie Leonard

Before the toll roads, strip centers and 
master-planned communities spread west 
to the city of Katy, the area was known for 
its hundreds of acres of farmland. Nearly 
700 acres of former farmland have been 
sold for development since July 2014.

“Katy used to be all farms,” said Mark 
Kidd Sr., a commercial real estate broker 
who has made a specialty of negotiat-
ing land deals around Katy. “It’s just not 
[that way] anymore. Most of the farmers 
are watching the market, and when the 
time is right they become sellers.”

Kidd’s company, M Kidd Properties, 
negotiated the sale of roughly 73 acres 
of cattle land located at the intersec-
tion of Katy Hockley and Beckendorff 
roads in July. The land was sold to 
John Beeson of Houston-based com-
mercial development company Beeson See Agriculture | 36
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Katy-area senior housing

The number of assisted living and nursing home units in the Katy 
area has grown more than 140 percent since 2010. Nationwide 
and locally, the industry is diversifying with new design 
concepts. Active lifestyle communities and all-inclusive resort-
style facilities are currently under construction in the area.  

Occupancy No. of units Under construction

4Q 2010  85.7% 498 0

4Q 2012  95.4% 495 279

2Q 2015  74.9% 862 354

Source: NIC MAP® Data Service, Community Impact Newspaper

Properties. In July 2014, Beeson pur-
chased 621 acres of former rice land 
on the opposite side of Katy Hockley 
Road. M Kidd Properties represented 
the sellers in that negotiation as well. 

“A lot of these big farms—they hav-
en’t been farming that land since maybe 
1995,” Kidd said. “Most of the farming 

Wide range of services offered in Greater Katy
Senior living options expand to meet demand

By Jocelyn Kerr
Senior adult living facili-

ties of all types—from active 
lifestyle to assisted living to 
specialized memory care—are 
under construction in the Katy 
area. Houston has become 
a top national market for 
senior development, and that 
includes Katy.

“We track 99 independent 
living and nursing care mar-
kets across the country and 
Houston ranks third—only 
Chicago and Dallas out-
pace its growth,” said Chris 
McGraw, senior research ana-
lyst for the National Invest-
ment Center for Seniors 
Housing and Care. See Senior living | 39

The nonprofit organization 
has been tracking senior hous-
ing market data since 1993. 
It maintains occupancy and 
construction data for Houston 
sub-markets, including Katy.

“What sets [Katy] apart 
from a lot of areas—and this 
is a Texas trend in general—is 
there are good demographics. It 
helps the investment rates. The 

Fewer acres, smaller farms across Harris, Fort Bend counties

STAY INFORMED
Sign up for our email newsletter at communityimpact.com/newsletter

WEEKLY ROUNDUP

Roughly 700 acres of former rice farms and cattle land along Katy Hockley Road have been sold to developers as Katy-area farms become smaller and migrate to neighboring Waller County.
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TowneLakeTexas.com | 281.256.2772 CaldwellCos.com | 713.690.0000

Featuring three on-site schools all offering superior academics, excellent extracurricular programs and

a top-notch faculty and staff, it’s no surprise Towne Lake is a grade above the rest. For an award-winning community

with award-winning schools, make the move to Towne Lake. 

L KESIDE
LIVING
A+

AWARD-WINING CY-FAIR ISD SCHOOLS
Rennell Elementary School (on-site)

Postma Elementary School (on-site)

David Anthony Middle School (on-site)

Cypress Ranch High School 

067-833 TL CommImpact Ad August 10x12.25 MECH.indd   1 8/7/15   12:24 PM



Katy Edition • August 2015 3

Only in Texas.

The Lone Star State is known for its independent spirit 

and pioneering culture. So is Texas Children’s Hospital. As

one of the top four hospitals in the nation for children’s care,

we’ve spent six decades conducting and providing the most

innovative research and treatments in pediatric medicine,

pushing boundaries and exploring new territory. We’re 

keeping the frontier right here in Houston, where you’ll find

extraordinary care whenever you need it.

©2015 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC490_060215
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FOR FAMILY

FUN

THE UNDULATING TOPOGRAPHY, long and 

lush fairways and towering pines provide an 

ideal setting for this resort-style community 

that is home to the first Tiger Woods-designed 

golf course in the nation. Bluejack National is 

just outside of Houston in Montgomery, Texas.

TIGER WOODS AT WORK on Bluejack, which 

will also feature Tiger’s ten-hole short course 

called “The Playgrounds.” Bluejack debuts in 

November.

In addition to 18 holes of pure Tiger golf, Bluejack
National is bringing serious family fun to Houston.

OPENING EVENT 
with

HOMESITES FROM THE MID-$200,000’S TO $1.5 MILLION+ 

SUITES, COTTAGES & SUNDAY HOMES FROM

HIGH-$300,000’S TO $1.5 MILLION +

PRIVATE MEMBERSHIPS    

KIDS WILL FLIP  over Bluejack. From the 

stocked waters of the Fish Camp to the zip 

lines, outdoor movie theater, bowling alley, 

resort pool, football f ield, skate park and 

“mini-Fenway” Park… it ’s all here and then 

some!

Classic American architecture with rich craftsmanship using the fin-
est native materials. 

WWW.BLUEJACKNATIONAL.COM  |  (281) 475-2166

NOVEMBER

The 
“

Fort” for kids all a
ges

Bluejack is launching this fall,  and 

Tiger  will play his inaugural round in November.

 A grand celebration will follow with golf legends, 

Bluejack members and residents to commemorate 

the anticipated occasion.

OPENING EVENT 
with

TIGER
Woods
TIGER

Graceful dining

Orchards, gardens and spas

WHERE TIGER WILL PLAY

LIVE IN THE WOODS... TEE 
IT UP 

B LU E JAC K I S TH E N E WE ST GAM E I N TOWN .

THE BLUEJACK COTTAGE presents classic 

American architecture with rich craftsmanship 

using the finest native materials.
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

With the rise in health care costs, would you 
consider moving to a retirement community?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Would you invest in Katy ISD bonds?
Yes, I invested in Katy ISD bonds. 

  42.86%   
Yes, if I had the money to invest. 

  28.57%   
No, I do not generally support bonds. 

  28.57%  
I would need more information to decide. 

 0%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 07/27/15–08/17/15

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
I have always loved 

this time of year for 
many reasons. I vividly 
remember my excite-
ment as a child when fall 
arrived, and it was time 
to head back to school. 

As a mother I now 
get to experience that 
excitement with my old-
est daughter, who will be 
entering fourth grade.  

Just like many students across Katy, she will be 
cheering for football teams and learning to play an 
instrument. While I love her tenacity and desire to 
participate in many activities, it will be a busy first 
month of school while we shuffle our schedules 
around. This likely sounds familiar to parents in Katy. 
If so, you may enjoy the pizza restaurants we compiled 
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on Page 11 for quick meal ideas. 
As a Michigan native I have always enjoyed cool fall 

weather, and here in Texas the cool weather is particu-
larly welcome. On Page 33 you will find a guide to fall 
festivals and even a local pumpkin patch.

Our cover stories this month report on trends in 
senior living and the shifting agricultural scene in 
Harris, Fort Bend and Waller counties. On a related 
note, Katy preserves its farming tradition through the 
Rice Harvest Festival, one of our featured events. 

I hope your back-to-school transition is seamless and 
you have a great start to the school year. Good luck!

Although an appointment is not necessary, if you would like to 
reserve an appointment online, you may do so by visiting:

URGENT CARE in Your Neighborhood

CyFairERandUrgentCare.com
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9110 Barker Cypress at West Road 
Cypress, TX 77433
281.517.9900 

14044 Spring Cypress at Grant Road 
Cypress, TX 77429
281.949.3703

3 9138 West Road at Beltway 8 
Houston, TX 77064
281.949.3737

Walk ins Welcome - No Appointment Necessary

Open 9 a.m. -9 p.m. daily
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4  Floors For Living opened at 20235 
I-10, Ste. D, Katy. The business offers 
carpet, hardwood, laminate, and other 
flooring options such as bamboo and 
cork. The company is locally owned 
and operated. 832-930-0235.  
http://floorsforliving.com 

5  Fusion Wok Cuisine opened Aug. 
15 at 2731 FM 1463 Ste. 300, Katy. The 
restaurant features a diverse menu that 
blends Chinese, Japanese and Thai 
cuisines. 281-394-9555. www.facebook.
com/fusionwokcuisine/timeline 

6  Harvest Natural Market opened 
in early August at 25600 Westheimer 
Parkway, Katy. The all-natural grocer 
features food stalls around the 
perimeter of the market with fresh 
local foods, wines and candy.  
281-665-4800.  
www.harvestnaturalmarket.com

7  Little Woodrow’s in Katy launched 
at 22225 I-10 on Aug. 15. The bar 
features themed happy hours, a weekly 
ladies night and trivia night, and a 
free karaoke room. A refrigerator case 
holds The Texas 100, a roundup of the 
top Texas beers. 832-913-6999.  
http://littlewoodrows.com

8  Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt 
opened at Cross Creek Ranch shopping 
center, 11525 S. Fry Road, Fulshear in 
mid-August. The shop offers more than 
70 varieties of frozen yogurt, including 
no-sugar-added, gluten-free, dairy-free 
and vegan options.  
281-886-0072. www.facebook.com/
pages/Orange-Leaf-Fulshear-Cross-
Creek-Ranch/814508831943011

9  Prada Nails and Spa opened in 
June at 23450 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. F, 
Katy. The business operates as a full-
service nail salon and spa. 281-396-4837.  
www.facebook.com/prada.nailsspa

Now Open

1  Absolute Fitness and Nutrition 
opened the last week of August at 
25600 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 300, 
Katy. The company offers customized 
and comprehensive fitness, nutrition 
and wellness plans with proactive 
mentoring support. 713-882-2108. 
www.afan4life.com

2  Best Brains Learning Center 
opened in June at 4603 FM 1463, Ste. 
600, Katy. Owner Srini Seelam offers 
multiple programs and services, 
from Baby Genius programs to SAT 
preparation and general knowledge 
classroom teaching, at this educational 
tutoring and training center.  
281-643-0000. www.bestbrains.com

3  Corner Bakery Greenhouse 
location opened Aug. 17 at 19355 I-10 
Ste. 700, Katy, offering a full menu 
of breakfast, lunch and dinner bistro 
options as well as standard bakery 
fare. 832-772-9874.  
www.cornerbakerycafe.com

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Protect yourself and your family. 

5510 West Grand Parkway S. 
Richmond, TX 77406

SW corner of Grand Parkway and 1093 
In the Shops at Bella Terra

281-232-1600
(Some areas may need to dial a 1.)

WestHoustonMedical.com

Flu shots available 
for $30* during the 
month of September 
while supplies last.
Participants must be at least 
9 years of age and sign a 
consent form. *Quadrivalent 
Flu Vaccine protects against 
4 strains of influenza viruses 
as opposed to typical 
2-strain protection.

WHM-15-069_FSER_CommunityImpact_SeptAd.indd   1 08/07/2015   14:56:54
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Compiled by Meredith Mohr and 
 Jocelyn Kerr

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com

10  PDQ Fresh Tenders opened Aug. 
23 with a full menu of sandwiches, 
salads and chicken meals. The 
restaurant is located at 23703 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. 281-786-3239. 
www.eatpdq.com

11  Tiny Teeth of Katy opened at 4603 
FM 1463. Tiny Teeth specializes in 
comprehensive oral pediatric care and 
offers dental health care to children 
with expertise in treating children 
with oral sensory dysfunction.  
281-665-8544.  
www.facebook.com/tinyteethofkaty

12  TLC Outdoor Living opened 
Aug. 6 at 24515 I-10, Ste. 500. The 
landscape design and construction 
firm specializes in outdoor kitchens, 
patios, fire and water features, pools, 
driveways, arbors and more.  
832-657-1717.  
http://tlcoutdoorliving.com 

13  VertsKebap restaurant opened 
in July at 19355 I-10, Katy. The chain 
restaurant offers fresh fast food and 
donor kebabs with house-made 
sauces, vegetables, made-to-order and 
hand-stacked meats. 281-578-2846. 
www.vertskebap.com

14  Van Holten Law Firm opened 
July 2 at 11525 S. Fry Road, Ste. 102. 
The firm offers a range of services, 
including corporate transactions, 
residential and commercial real 
estate, title insurance, oil and gas 
legal consulting, legal coaching, 
probate and estate planning.  
832-404-6190. www.vanholtenlaw.com 

Coming Soon

15  Bahama Bucks will open Sept. 
1 at 2240 S. Mason Road, Katy. 
The national chain snow cone shop 
operates multiple locations in the 

Greater Houston area and offers a 
variety of syrup flavors and add-ons 
to the traditional icy treat.  
806-771-2189.  
www.bahamabucks.com

16  Burger King is slated to open 
at the corner of Pin Oak Road and 
Kingsland Boulevard. The building 
is newly under construction. 
Applications for employment for the 
location are accepted through the 
company’s website. 

17  Circle B Veterinary Hospital, 
PLLC opens in October at 1443 FM 
1463, Ste. 200, Katy. The clinic is 
under construction and will offer 
prevention and management care. 
281-769-3369. www.circleb.vet

18  Cerda-fied Custom Doors will 
open in late 2015 at 24515 I-10, 
Ste. 600, Katy. The company offers 
custom ornamental wrought iron 
banisters, fences, gates and many 
other specialty items. 281-392-8063.  
www.cerdafied.com 

19  Kroger Marketplace will open in 
October at 1712 Spring Green Blvd., 
Katy. The new store will feature a 
super-sized Kroger with additional 
specialty sections, such as furniture 
and home goods. 713-507-6191. 
http://kroger.com 

20  Oak Park Resort Lifestyle 
Retirement Community will open 
in fall 2016 at 1921 S. Mason Road, 
Katy. The community is designed for 
adult residents age 55 and older and 
includes a country club lifestyle and 
resort amenities. 281-698-3939.  
www.rlcommunities.com/locations/
oakpark-retirement-com

Anniversary

21  Brewer Construction at 1207 
Price Plaza Drive, Katy, celebrates 
its fifth anniversary. The general 
contractor company is fully insured 
and has built laboratory and technical 
facilities for national, international 
and Fortune 100 companies.  
281-769-5507. http://brewercs.com

Closings

22  Mar Mar’s Candy Jar, at 24449 
I-10, Ste. 100, Katy, will close its 
location in August, but the store will 
continue to operate online through 
the company website. Customers will 
still be able to order the company’s 
signature specialty sugar-free, gluten-
free, nut-free, vegan and dairy-free 
candies as well as their regular 
gourmet chocolates and candies.  
281-394-5995.  
www.marmarscandyjar.com

In the news

23  Whole Foods Market Brewing 
Co., the in-store brewery that operates 
out of the Whole Foods Market 
Post Oak location, launched the 
distribution of its Post Oak Pale Ale 
on Aug. 8. Stores in the Houston area, 
including Katy, tapped kegs of the 
brew to mark the company’s entrance 
into draft beer distribution. On Sept. 
18 the brewery will launch statewide 
distribution. Post Oak Pale Ale is 
available on draft at Whole Foods 
Market, 6601 S. Fry Road, Katy. 

24  State Senator Lois W. Kolkhorst, 
R-Brenham, held a grand opening 
for her district office at 22310 Grand 
Corner Drive, Ste. 120, Katy, on Aug. 
18. The senator’s district director, 
Larissa Plunto, will manage the office. 
281-394-5610.

Fitness and wellness studio Absolute Fitness 
and Nutrition opened in late August.
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Harvest Natural Market is a full-service 
grocery store featuring a variety of food vendors. 

6

A new Burger King is under construction on 
Kingsland Boulevard and Pin Oak Road.

16

Dana M. LeBrun pours the first glass of Post 
Oak Pale Ale at Whole Foods Market in Katy.

23



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com8

Leading medicine starts 
with houston methodist 
primary care.
At Houston Methodist West, your family’s well-being is at the center of  

all we do. From simple checkups to more complex concerns, our  

board-certified physicians provide the compassionate care you need,  

as well as access to our leading network of world-class specialists.

For an appointment, call 832.522.5522.

Many practices offer:

• Same-day access

• Convenient locations

• After-hours access
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Katy Scholars

Westheimer Pkwy.
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Owner Dr. Eileen Pavlovich develops personalized study plans for each student. 
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Katy Scholars
Tutors provide customized learning

E ileen Pavlovich has seen a lot 
of students at Katy Scholars 
in 11 years. Since the tutoring 

and educational help resource center 
opened in 2004, she has worked with 
students of all grade levels, ages, 
backgrounds and abilities. She has 
tutored elementary students in math 
and worked with adults studying for 
graduate-level entrance exams. 

What inspires Pavlovich to keep 
going is the knowledge that even-
tually she will learn the way her 
students learn—she said that is when 
success happens. 

“I love learning [a student’s] mode 
of learning,” Pavlovich said. “It 
doesn’t matter who it is or what their 
age is. When I can figure out how to 
get to them, and see them ultimately 
achieve, that’s what it’s about. That’s 
why we do what we do.” 

Pavlovich has taught at every 
grade level in public and private 
schools as well as teaching at the 
collegiate level. She also worked 
in the corporate world developing 
educational software. Together with 
assistant director Jennifer Lang 
and a team of certified teachers, she 
tutors students full time. 

Pavlovich began her academic 
career with a Bachelor of Science 
degree and certification in K-12 
instruction. Her master’s degree 
is in curriculum development and 
instruction and her doctoral degree 
is in education. She has also served 
as a consultant to state education 
departments, school districts and 
private educational institutions both 
in curriculum development and 

improving instructional practices.
Katy Scholars assists students with 

one-on-one tutoring, SAT and ACT 
preparation, educational testing, 
educational counseling and work-
shops, Pavlovich said. The center 
also helps with developing study and 
organizational skills, college admis-
sion and preparation programs, and 
homework relief. 

Driven by a lifelong love of learn-
ing and teaching, Pavlovich said she 
helps students navigate tough times 
in the classroom to become academ-
ically successful.

“We work with Katy ISD and 
many other districts in the Houston 
area and we see a lot of students who 
[felt] like nothing could help, but 
we can help them get around that 
obstacle,” Pavlovich said. “We help 
students get into college, we help 
them learn to ask the right ques-
tions, discuss well, and complete 
assignments on time and correctly.” 

All of this is part of a bigger 
picture for what Katy Scholars 
develops in each of their students. A 
great grade on a math test is a huge 
success, but Pavlovich said there is 
something that sticks far longer than 
a good grade. 

“We work with every student to 
increase their ability, yes, but also to 
develop their confidence in the class-
room,” she said. “When a concept 
clicks with a student, they feel like 
they can do it because they can. That 
builds confidence in them to help 
them keep going to reach their goals. 
That’s why we are here doing what 
we do.”

BUSINESS FEATURE

22756 Westheimer Parkway, Katy
281-693-4350
Mon.-Thu. 2 p.m.-evening
Fri. by appointment
Sat. 8-10 a.m.

Programs offered
• One-on-one tutoring• Homework relief• The road to college • SAT and ACT preparation• Other test preparation• Intelligence and career testing• Specialized workshopsNote: Workshops are  12 hours and customized  to each student.

Katy Scholars is located in Villagio Town Center.

The center accommodates groups as well as 
individual students. 

Practice tests are administered by 
appointment or as part of workshops. 

By Meredith Mohr

A+

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

18 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

18 years in Katy
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Ki Motion Wellness Studio
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Owner Nadra Hill planned Ki Motion Wellness Studio for more than a decade before opening.
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Ki Motion  
Wellness Studio
Therapies delivered in day spa setting

T ransitioning from managing 
upscale restaurant construc-
tion projects to opening a 

wellness studio may not seem like 
a straightforward career path, but 
for Nadra Hill it was a chance to 
circle back and realize a decade-long 
dream. She opened Ki Motion Well-
ness Studio at 2004 S. Mason Road, 
Ste. D-01 in February. 

“I was a massage therapist [before 
working in construction], and I always 
kept my license active because I knew 
I planned to do this,” Hill said.

Hill used her construction back-
ground to sketch out ideas for her 
ideal space. She chose soothing colors 
and created seven private spaces 
within the 1,900-square-foot facility 
for laser hair removal, ultrasound 
cavitation—also called “laser lipo”—
treatments and more than a dozen 
types of facials and massages.

Claire Q, a senior body therapist, 
has been with the studio since it 
opened. She said she has been in 
the industry for more than a decade 
and specializes in some of the more 
advanced treatments, such as laser 
hair removal, ultrasound cavitation 
and body wraps.

Hill said she works with clients but 
also spends time developing custom-
ized all-natural skin products and teas 
to treat common skin problems. 

“We specialize in acne and formu-
late our own products,” she said.

Hill has worked with Mark Brous-
sard at the Houston acne treatment 
center Desert in Bloom to develop 

FIRST LOOK

2004 S. Mason Road, Ste. D-01, Katy
832-437-1837
www.kimotionws.com
By appointment:
Tue.-Fri. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

The day spa carries custom tea blends 
formulated for different health needs.

Seven private treatment rooms are available. An infrared sauna is used in some treatments. 

The studio has its own line of serums and 
creams as well as national brands. 

By Jocelyn Kerr

Day spa favorites
• Rejuvenating facial
• Gentlemen’s facial
• Ki Express mini facial
• Oxygen infusion facial
• Just for Teens facial
• Ultrasound cavitation sessions run 20-30 

minutes. An ultrasonic device is applied 
in a circular direction over the thighs, 
abdomen, triceps and buttocks.

• Custom-blended teas and skin 
care products are incorporated into 
treatments. 

combination therapies that incorporate 
laser acne treatments, teas and custom 
skin products, she said. 

“I don’t want to just put my name on 
a product,” Hill said. “Working with 
him and our estheticians, we’re trying 
to customize products for our clients.” 

Although Hill spent most of her 
career working in the Midtown area 
of Houston, she has been a Grand 
Lakes resident for 14 years. When Hill 
decided to open her day spa, she looked 
for a location near her home.

“I like the growth [in Katy]. It’s a lit-
tle scary with all the traffic sometimes, 
but I like it,” she said. 

Ki Motion came from one of her 
business trips to Toronto several years 
ago. Hill said she found a little Japanese 
restaurant called Ki next to her hotel 
and enjoyed it so much she went back 
every day, and the owners got to know 
her by name. She said ki is similar to the 
Chinese word chi for life energy.  

“Ki is energy circulating. I love 
circles—I like completion and motion,” 
Hill said. “I want people to feel the 
same thing when they come here.”

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

www.westsidelexus.com
12000 Katy Fwy

Houston TX, 77079
281-558-3030

For our Katy Neighbors

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 9/30/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

RC F
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S ince 2002, Houston-born 
brothers Kevin and Mark 
Bolli have been baking 

pizzas at their Mason Road 
restaurant. The brothers said one 
of the most popular specialty 
pizzas is the Hot Wing Pizza, 
which features homemade hot 
wing sauce, diced chicken and 
choice of dressing on the side. 

In addition to about a dozen 
specialty pizza options, the 
restaurant offers a handful of 
pizza pocket options, oven-
baked sandwiches, pastas, 

salads and appetizers, including 
cheesesticks, pepperoni rolls and 
hot or barbecue chicken wings.   

The restaurant is also known 
for its signature custom-made 
cheesecake selection, including 
triple chocolate and blueberry.

As a company, Bolli Bros. Pizza 
has been a member of the Katy 
ISD Partners in Education pro-
gram and frequently hosts fund-
raisers for the program and other 
area nonprofit organizations. The 
restaurant also offers catering for 
parties and after sporting events. 

C hef Michael Cortez makes 
every dish at Mama Mia 
Pizzeria and Ristorante 

from scratch. This includes 
everything from the homemade 
pizza dough to entrees, such as 
spaghetti with beef bolognese and 
grilled chicken Marsala. 

Several specialty pizzas are 
available, including the Cinco 
Supreme, which starts with a 
meat base of Italian sausage 
and hamburger, then topped 
with onions, olives and peppers. 
Customers also enjoy the 

pepperoni rolls, which can be eaten 
as an appetizer or as a main dish.

Mama Mia’s menu is inspired 
by traditional Italian and French 
cuisine. The restaurant also offers 
freshly-made desserts. 

Dine-in and carry out service 
options are available and delivery 
service will be available later in 
the year. 

Cortez has also developed 
specialty salad options like the 
cranberry almond salad with 
shaved parmesan cheese and 
balsamic vinaigrette.
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2944 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-392-8257
www.bollibros.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

23144 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Ste. C
281-712-222
http://mamamiapizzeriakaty.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Bolli Bros. Pizza Mama Mia Pizzeria & Ristorante

• KATY PIZZA SPOTLIGHT •

DINING FEATURE Compiled by Sarah Joerin and Jocelyn Kerr

Hot Wing pizza Cinco Supreme pizzaLarge $16.95 Large $14.99
Hot wing sauce, diced chicken and blue cheese or ranch dressing Peppers, hamburger, red onions, Italian sausage and olives

Bolli Bros. Pizza Mama Mia Pizzeria  
& Ristorante

C
o

ur
te

sy
 B

o
lli

 B
ro

s.
 P

iz
za

C
o

ur
te

sy
 M

am
a 

M
ia

 P
iz

ze
ri

a 
&

 R
is

to
ra

nt
e

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., 
Katy, TX 77450
Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 AGENT IN THE KATY OFFICE
FOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

KATY’S TOP 
PRODUCING AGENT 
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10

I am proud to welcome our new 
additions to the group, Shannon 

Thomas and Wendy Miles!  They have 
hit the ground running and are getting 

rave reviews from their clients!

Shannon Thomas Wendy Miles
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N itrogen-blasted ice cream 
is the most popular treat at 
Cocohodo–Sweet Vivian’s, 

but the newly-opened cafe also has 
an extensive menu of coffee drinks, 
plum iced tea, virgin mojitos, shaved 
ice and a variety of crepes to go along 
with the drinks, manager Veronica 
Cho said. 

The iced sea salt latte has been a top 
seller among the beverages since the 
store opened in early June, she said.

“The sea salt latte is a popular 
Korean drink that has gotten pretty 
popular here,” Cho said. 

To make the slightly salty coffee 
drink, the cafe’s espresso-based coffee 
is topped with a thick whipped layer 
of salty foamed milk that seeps down 
into the coffee to create a latte. The 
drink is available hot or iced. 

Cho recommends pairing the drink 
with the cafe’s signature bite-sized 
walnut pastries.

“[The shop is] kind of known for 
these pastries, although [during the 
summer] our biggest seller has been 
the ice cream,” Cho said. 

T he Public House owner Scott 
Pham puts his own spin on 
the classic Pimm’s Cup cock-

tail made with Pimm’s No. 1 liqueur, 
ginger ale and cucumber. The drink 
is a summer crowd favorite, especially 
out on the pub’s front patio, he said. 

“[The Pimm’s Cup] is very light and 
refreshing,” Pham said. “It’s the kind 
of drink you can sit and have a second 
if you’re having more than one drink.” 

The drink takes a few minutes to 
make, Pham said, but it is worth the 
wait as fresh cucumber is muddled 
with lemon to form the base of this 
light cocktail. Served over ice with 
lemon and lime garnish, the lightly 
carbonated drink melds citrus, ginger 
and cucumber flavors. 

“Our mixologist developed drinks 
that are made the old-fashioned way, 
using classic [drink-making] tech-
niques,” Pham said. 

Other drinks on the pub’s cocktail 
menu include a maple bacon Man-
hattan and the classic South Ameri-
can Pisco Sour which is  made with 
whipped egg white and Pisco liqueur. 

Sea salt latte 
Cocohodo–Sweet Vivian’s

Pimm’s Cup
The Public House

DRINKS

Cocohodo–Sweet Vivian’s Public House 

Highland Knolls Dr.
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1645 Winding Hollow Drive, Ste. 201 
Katy, 832-321-5849
www.cocohodousa.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 10 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 10 a.m.-11 p.m.

22758 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 270 
Katy, 281-395-3473
www.publichousekaty.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 4 p.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri. 2 p.m.-midnight., Sat. 11 a.m.-2 
a.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-midnight

The sea salt latte is a Korean import that com-
bines sea salt, whipped milk and espresso. 

Bartenders at The Public House make each 
Pimm’s Cup cocktail to order.
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Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr

Paid Advertisement

KATY, Texas -- Several new stylish, energy-
efficient Meritage Homes are ready for quick 
move-in at The Falls at Green Meadows, a 
distinctive master-planned community in the heart 
of Katy. 
The new community offers residents a stunning 
landscape with majestic trees, sparkling lakes and 
plenty of parkland nearby, all in a prime location 
within the center of Katy, less than two miles 
from I-10 and about three miles from the Grand 
Parkway.
Every Meritage home within The Falls at Green 
Meadows is 100% ENERGY STAR® -certified and 
comes with energy- and money-saving features 
including spray-foam insulation in all attics and 
exterior walls; ENERGY STAR® appliances and 
programmable thermostats; Low-E3 vinyl windows; 
and other details that help homeowners spend 
their money on better things than utility bills. 
Here’s a look at the new Meritage homes now 
available for quick move-in, with prices starting 
from the low $400s:
The Hyacinth II, 5810 Green Meadows Lane. This 
3,055 sq. ft. two-story home includes 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms and a 2-car garage with storage. This 
plan also features a private study, formal dining 
room, towering family room, open floor plan, large 

upstairs game room, expansive kitchen and more. 
Available now for $405,419. 
The Boxwood, 5947 Green Meadows Lane. This 
one-story lakefront home offers formal dining, 
study, flex living space, pocket office and an 
inviting courtyard. With 3 bedrooms, 2 baths and 
a 3-car garage, this 2,705-square-foot home is 
available now for $412,258.
The Hawthorne, 6014 Verde Place Lane. At 3,131 
square feet, this spacious one-story home offers 
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths and a 3-car garage, along 
with a study, formal dining room, a pocket office, 
flex living space and outdoor living space, all for 
$421,020. 
The Redbud, 5803 Green Meadows Lane. This 
two-story home features 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
and a 2-car garage. At 3,566 square feet, the 
open floor plan includes a private study, formal 
dining room, towering family room, open floor 
plan, large upstairs game room and an expansive 
kitchen. Available now for $444,987. 
Residents of the Falls at Green Meadows enjoy a 
Community Recreation Center, walking trails, pool 
and playground. The community is located across 
from Katy City Park, which provides an abundance 
of recreational opportunities, with tournament-
sized baseball and softball fields, a soccer field/

flag football field, covered tri-court basketball 
pavilion, and more. 
Neighborhood children attend Katy Elementary, 
Katy Junior High and Katy High School, all within 
the flourishing Katy Independent School District.  
Meritage Homes’ sales center at The Falls at 
Green Meadows, located at 5914 Green Meadows 
Lane, is open 7 days a week, from 10 am – 7 pm 
Tuesday through Saturday and from 12 pm to 7 
pm Sunday and Monday.  

For more information visit 
www.MeritageHomes.com/Houston or call 
877.275.6374. 

Spacious, energy-efficient new Meritage Homes ready for 
quick move-in now at The Falls at Green Meadows in Katy
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Project update

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr
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1   Franz Road extension
Plans for the second phase of construction to connect Franz Road from Cane Island 
Parkway to Bartlett Road will be announced in September. The first phase of construction 
connected Franz Road from Avenue D to Cane Island Parkway. When complete, the road 
will have two 12-foot-wide lanes in each direction and a center median. 

Timeline: TBA
Cost: $4.5 million
Funding sources: city of Katy (via Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County 
funds), private landowners and developers

2   Cane Island Parkway overpass
Construction continues on the Cane Island 
Parkway overpass at I-10. This is the 
second phase of construction on the 
project. The first phase created the 
parkway from Morton Road to Hwy. 90 
and was completed in November 2014. 
The Texas Department of Transportation is 
managing the overpass construction.

Timeline: July 2014-October 2015
Cost: $10.74 million 
Funding sources: TxDOT

3   FM 1093 widening
After a series of delays, utilities will be 
moved to accommodate construction on 
FM 1093. Upon completion, a four-mile 
stretch of FM 1093 from the Grand 
Parkway to Spring Green Boulevard will 
be widened, and two frontage roads will 
extend to Fulshear. 

Timeline: late 2015-2017 (estimated)
Cost: $138.4 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Fort Bend 
County
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JOINT 
PAIN

Contact a Memorial Hermann 

Joint Center. And start living pain free.

Staying active is key to staying healthy.  That’s why Joint Center 

specialists use the most advanced treatments to get you moving 

again. From new prescription options, to minimally invasive 

surgical interventions, our affiliated body of  experts is ready to 

help you find the best path to the life you want to live. 

TAKE THE FIRST STEP 

IN ELIMINATING

Call 713.272.1888 or visit jointpain.memorialhermann.org 

for more information or to make an appointment.
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Visit  CaneIsland.com  to  learn more about  this  extraordinary  community  and s ign up for  our  interest  l is t .

katy isd  •   homes from the high $200s to over $1  million  •   a  r ise  community
coventry  •   david  weekley  •   perry  •   ryland  •   shea  •   toll  brothers  •   trendmaker

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, 
to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. 

Your wish for 
extraordinary living 
has come true.

Expect  the unexpected .

CANCO-107 July CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 7/10/15   10:28 AM

Typhoon Texas water park to open 
in May 2016, increase tax revenue
By Jocelyn Kerr

A 43-acre water park is under 
construction at the corner of Katy 
Fort Bend Road and Katy Mills 
Drive. Plans for the project began 
as far back as 2012, co-owner Terry 
Hlavinka said at the Aug. 20 ground 
breaking. The project was developed 
in cooperation with the city of Katy.

“We saw a void for good, whole-
some, quality family entertainment 
west of Houston,” Hlavinka said at 
the ground breaking. 

Co-owners Keith Dalton of King-
ham Dalton Wilson Ltd, and Ray 
DeLaughter of VantageCFO, were 
also on hand. Dalton is president and 
CEO of KDW, which will manage 
construction. 

“We’re looking at maybe a half mil-
lion dollars a year in sales tax reve-
nue,” Katy Mayor Fabol Hughes said. 
“They’re expecting about 800,000 
visitors a year, [and] that’s a nice shot 
in the arm for the city.”

Dalton said official economic 

TOURISM

impact numbers and projections are 
not yet available but may be released 
later in the year. 

“We’ll have 10-to-12 full-time 
employees at the park year-round, 
and then in addition [we will] 
probably employ somewhere around 
200 and 250 seasonal employees,” 
DeLaughter said. 

Plans for the park include a state-
of-the-art microfiltration system that 
cycles 70,000 gallons of water per 
minute. The park will include high 
velocity rides, a rainforest aqua play 
area and a 27,000-square-foot wave 
pool. A portion of the park will be 
surrounded by a lazy river ride for 
leisure rafting.

Hlavinka said traffic studies were 
conducted to ensure the park was 
easily accessible and would have min-
imal impact.

The Katy Area Economic Develop-
ment Council assisted the developers 
of this project with logistical matters 
including site selection, demographic 

surveys and traffic analysis. 
KAEDC President Lance LaCour 

said traffic in this area during the 
summer months tends to be slower, 
and the park is not expected to nega-
tively affect traffic flow.

LaCour said a project of similar 
size and scope would likely generate 
more than $5.9 million in net sales 
tax revenue over 10 years. 

“There have been other water 
parks that have looked at this area 
over the years,” LaCour said. “This 
park has a good investment base 
that’s supporting it—that’s the key 
[to success]. The city did a great job 
with the project.”

The planned 43-acre water park is expected to generate significant tax revenue for the city of Katy.

The park will feature a variety of water rides.

R
en

d
er

in
g

s 
co

ur
te

sy
 K

D
W

 L
td

K
aty Fort B

end
 R

d
.

Katy Mills Dr.

Typhoon Texas site
Katy M

ills C
ir.



Katy Edition • August 2015 15

Grand Texas developer reveals updated 
theme park plans, new project timeline
By Liza Winkler

A new construction time-
line has been revealed for the 
proposed 610-acre mixed-use 
theme park in New Caney 
along Hwy. 242, said Monty 
Galland, CEO of the privately 
funded Grand Texas Sports 
and Entertainment District.

Portions of Grand Texas, 
which were originally sched-
uled to open to the public in 
early to mid-2015, have been 
delayed anywhere from a few 
months to more than a year 
due to design limitations with 
a previous engineering firm 
and delays in utility hookups, 
Galland said.

“It’s unfortunate—we 
understand the anticipation 
[for the park],” Galland said. 
“[Grand Texas is] going to 
happen. Unfortunately it’s not 
the timetable that we expected 
or anybody else wanted.”

After parting ways with 
the park’s previous firm, 
Grand Texas officials hired 
Conroe-based engineering 
group Bleyl & Associates to 
rework the park’s master plan, 
Galland said. Though the plan 
is not fully completed, Galland 
said some portions have been 
tweaked to offer more com-
ponents for the estimated 1.2 
million visitors projected to 
attend the park in its first year 
of operation.

“We’ve added a developer 
who is developing factory out-
lets along I-69 with a similar 
size and tenant mix to the Tan-

ger Factory Outlets in Texas 
City,” Galland said. “Also, the 
water park [plan] was moved 
from I-69 to a more interior 
position that will actually expe-
dite construction.”

Park details
In addition to a factory 

outlet mall, Grand Texas will 
feature a 150-acre theme park, 
40-acre water park, 83-acre 
Sportsplex, 30-acre Speed-
sportz Racing Park, RV park 
with 144 lots, four hotels and 
450,000 square feet of retail 
and dining in a “Downtown 
Texas” area once completed.

Phase 1 of the Big Rivers 
Waterpark will span 28 acres 
and feature the largest wave 
pool in Houston with pro-
grammable waves, a long lazy 
river, multiple children’s slides 
and attractions, splash pad 
areas and extreme slides for 
thrill-seekers, Galland said. 

“Phase 1 will make it the 
second-largest water park 
in Houston, and we will be 
basically one slide short of the 
largest,” Galland said. “We feel 
we’ll have a superior wave pool 
and lazy river. Phase 2 will be 
completed over the three years 
following that and will make it 
the largest and the best.”

The first phase of the theme 
park will span 71 acres and 
will offer one wooden roller 
coaster engineered by the same 
company that produced the 
Twisted Colossus at Six Flags 
Magic Mountain in California, 

Galland said. The park will 
also feature a children’s coaster, 
a family coaster and two 
extreme thrill-seeker coasters. 
In addition, the first phase 
will include 20 other historic 
Texas-themed rides and an 
entertainment area with stage-
coach and boat rides.

“We actually tried to nego-
tiate the purchase of Greezed 
Lightnin’ [a roller coaster at the 
former Six Flags AstroWorld 
in Houston],” Galland said. 
“Unfortunately when we sent 
our engineers out there, the 
cost to rehabilitate Greezed 
Lightnin’ exceeded the budget 
we felt was reasonable for that 
type of ride. As it stands, all the 
rides will be new to the area.”

However, construction of the 
theme park is contingent upon 
the addition of a new Enter-
gy electricity substation near 
Splendora, which is expected to 
break ground within the next 
few months and be complete in 
2017, Galland said. 

Additional sections
It is essential for the RV 

park to open first this fall be-
cause it allows the developers 
to run utilities across the tract 
to help provide infrastructure 

DEVELOPMENT

Grand Texas  
CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE

February 
RV park’s original planned 
completion date

March 
Original planned completion 
of Phase 1 of the Sportsplex

May 
New timeline for Grand Texas 
announced

June 
Completion date originally 
planned for Phase 1 of the 
Big Rivers Waterpark

Fall 
New planned completion for 
RV park

Winter 
New planned completion 
time frame for Speedsportz 
Racing Park and Phase 1 of 
the Sportsplex

Late 2017 
New planned opening for 
theme park

Spring 
New planned completion 
date for Phase 1 of Big 
Rivers Waterpark

May 
Original planned opening  
of theme park

TBA 
Anticipated opening of 
factory outlet mall

TBA 
Anticipated opening for 
Downtown Texas retail and 
dining center

20 
18

A new timeline for Grand Texas, a privately funded sports and entertainment 
district under construction in New Caney, has been released. The district will 
feature an RV park, Sportsplex, Big Rivers Waterpark, Speedsportz Racing Park, 
theme park and more. New Grand Texas renderings will be released soon.

20 
15

20 
16

20 
17

Summer 
Original timeline announced 
for Grand Texas

20 
14

Source: Grand Texas/Community Impact Newspaper
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for other portions of the de-
velopment, Galland said.

The Sportsplex will begin 
scheduling games for sports, 
such as baseball, softball, 
soccer, lacrosse, 7-on-7 foot-
ball and rugby, at its indoor 
facilities and outdoor fields 
later this year.

By late 2018 through mid-
2019, Galland said he antici-
pates all sections of the park 
will be open and operating 
in their initial phases. Grand 
Texas, which could bring in 
hundreds of millions in sales 

tax revenue each year for the 
area, is designed with extra 
acreage to adapt and expand 
for future build-out over the 
next 20 years, he said.

“The site at the current 
size right now is larger than 
Disney California Adventure 
Park,” Galland said. 

More than 10,000 new 
part-time and full-time jobs 
will be created through Grand 
Texas, including all ancillary 
employment, Galland said.

For more information, 
visit www.grandtx.com.
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281•363•0600
www.hdas.biz

Located in Katy and 
Spring/The Woodlands

Need a new 
career path?

Become a Dental 
Assistant in just 

10 Saturdays

If you have good communication skills, 
enjoy working with people, enjoy 

working with your hands and want the 
responsibility and rewards of a professional 

career, dental assisting is for you. The 
best way to become a dental assistant is 
to receive formal training. Our program 

provides an education based on the latest 
procedures and techniques.

10 WEEK COURSE
Tuition: $3250 - Payment Plans
Training Since 1995
Fall Classes Begin 
October 3rd 2015
For info packet call 
281-363-0600 or email us at 
admin@hdas.biz

Approved by the TWC Career Schools 
and Colleges

OPEN HOUSE 
FRIDAY, August 28TH 2015

4 – 7 pm

21510 Kingsland Blvd. Katy, TX
www.hdas.biz
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Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

• No Travel: All games played 
locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning October 10

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign Up Early & Save $5
Sign Ups End September 22

• Very Affordable  • Two Payment Plan Available

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!
Fun•Fair•Positive SoccerFun•Fair•Positive Soccer

Fort Bend County juvenile mentor 
program aims to deter crime 
By Abigail Allen

The Fort Bend County Juvenile 
Probation Department expanded its 
mentor program this summer to help 
youths in the system turn their lives 
around. Previously, mentor volun-
teers were only able to visit with the 
youth in the detention center. A new 
program launched in 2015 pairs a 
mentor with a child on probation for 
weekly activities outside the center.

“It just gives [youths] somebody, 
not necessarily to be accountable 
to, but somebody that’s sitting and 
talking to them about what they want 
to do with their lives or how they 
want to get out of this little rut that 
they’ve found themselves in,” said 
Susan Bearden, special programs 
director for the Fort Bend Juvenile 
Probation Department.

Fort Bend County does not mon-
itor statistics on how the expanded 
mentoring program affects its recidi-
vism rates. The numbers nationwide, 
though, suggest that 70-80 percent 
of children with mentors do not have 
problems getting into trouble again, 
Bearden said. 

The National Institute of Justice 
gave mentoring an “effective evi-
dence rating” for reducing multiple 
crimes or offenses among youth 
ages 6-18. The rating was based on a 
survey of more than 5,000 mentoring 
programs that served approximately 
3 million youth nationwide between 
1995 and 2011. 

To become a mentor with the Fort 
Bend Juvenile Probation Department, 
a volunteer must be at least age 21 and 
pass a background check. 

“If that comes back positive and 

COMMUNITY

ready to go, then we ask that mentor to 
give at least an hour a week, matched 
with one [child] that is currently on 
probation,” Bearden said. 

The department models its men-
toring program on Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of America, in which a mentor 
picks up the child from his or her 
home and does something active with 
him or her one on one, she said. 

“Whether that be bowling or movies 
or whatever you would do with your 
own child, just exposing them to 
things [like] that. Obviously, they 
haven’t had a positive adult role model 
in their life,” Bearden said. “So we’re 
trying to provide that person for them 
from the community.”

Community members have been 
mentoring youths in the detention 
center in Richmond for more than a 
decade, Bearden said. There is still a 
need for volunteering in the detention 
center, she said, because those visits 
might be the child’s only visits.

However, the probation department 
would prefer to grow the expanded 
mentoring program, she said. Bearden 
is trying to get the word out to any 
potential volunteers throughout the 
Fort Bend County area.

“You really do touch the kids more 
when you get to actually [do activities] 
with them,” Bearden said. “Going to 
see them in the detention center is 
more like a crisis situation. They don’t 
even know what’s going to go on with 
them. It’s like jail visitation.”  

Each mentorship is coordinated 
individually, and volunteers are 
needed year-round, Bearden said. 

To volunteer as a mentor call  
281-633-7317 or visit http://fbpfy.org.

Juvenile detention rates
Throughout the state Texas has lower rates of juvenile detention than the 
national average. Children over the age of 16 are considered adults.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention/Community Impact Newspaper

Upper age of 
jurisdiction in 

Texas: 

16

Juvenile 
population in 

Fort Bend County

590,238
2010

652,365*
2013

Juveniles in corrections 2011*
Commitment rate 

Youths are placed in 
custody for supervision, 
treatment and rehabilita-
tion after probation has 
been ineffective.  

*Most recent data available

Detention rate 
Youths are placed in 
secure facilities or in 
some cases halfway 
houses according to 
treatment needs and 
proximity to home. 

Texas United States

115 134
Texas United States

59 61
(per 100,000 juveniles)
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Harris County places $848 million bond proposal on November ballot
By Matt Stephens 

Harris County Commissioners 
Court voted to place an $848 million 
bond referendum, which includes 
$700 million for road improvement 
projects, on the ballot for the upcom-
ing Nov. 3 election.

“It’s important to note [in] the world 
we live in right now, there are a lot of 
people who see bond and think, ‘Oh, 
this is a terrible thing. It’s more debt,’” 
County Judge Ed Emmett said. “When 
you consider Harris County has more 
people than 24 states, a bond of this 
magnitude really isn’t that big. When 
you realize the fast growth that’s going 

on in the county and the necessity to 
go out and do these things in anticipa-
tion of further growth, the bond just 
allows us to do that.”

If approved by voters Nov. 3, the 
bond would provide $700 million for 
road improvements across all four 
precincts, including $60 million for 
road improvements in aging subdi-
visions, such as those along FM 1960 
that are not located within the city of 
Houston, Emmett said.

“The commissioners are finally 
going to be able to get a handle on 
some of these subdivision streets 

we’ve 
inherited 

over the years because the city hasn’t 
been annexing as anticipated,” 
Emmett said. 

Although specific road projects 
for Harris County bonds are not 
typically identified prior to the 
passage of the bond, Precinct 4 
Commissioner Jack Cagle said there 
a number of road improvements 
within his precinct that could be 
funded through bond money, such 
as improvements to Telge Road and 
N. Eldridge Parkway. Emmett said 
the bond will have no effect on the 
county’s property tax rate.

The bond package is projected to 
fun $60 million for parks, $64 million 

to Harris County Flood Control and  
$24 million for a veterinary and public 
health center, county officials said. 

Cagle said the $15 million within 
his precinct could help Precinct 4 
address the need for recreational 
space within a region that has added 
200,000 people in the last three 
years. He said the funds also allow 
the county to construct trails and 
improve flooding mitigation across 
the precinct.

“By having these additional funds, 
it will allow us to continue in these 
processes to where the one dollar gets 
three bangs as opposed to just one 
bang,” Cagle said.

COUNTY

Harris County residents will have the chance this 
November to vote on an $848 million bond, which 
could fund road improvements and park projects. 

Source: Harris County/Community Impact Newspaper 

WHAT ’ S  I N  A 

B O N D ? million 
bond 

$848
Last county 

bond election 
was in 2007 

County’s tax rate 
would remain 

unchanged 
at $0.62 

Nearly 
$700 
million 
of the bond 
money would 
go toward road 
projects  

$60 million 
could go to fund park projects 

Projects would be spread across all 

4 county precincts 
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LIVING AND LEARNINGLIVING LIVING ANDAND LEARNING LEARNING
K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S C H O O L S

Acclaimed Katy and Lamar school districts

provide A+ education for all ages.

N E W  S E C T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

With generously sized home sites, lakeside living and on-site schools, 

Firethorne’s brand new sections make the good life even better.

E X C E P T I O N A L  A M E N I T I E S 

From the sparkling lake and scenic trails to the resort-style pool

and tennis courts, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 

P R E M I E R  H O M E B U I L D E R S 

Featuring some of Houston’s most sought-after builders,

Firethorne is the ultimate place to build your dream home.

WE’RE GROW ING
BY THE BUSLOADS!

WE’RE GROW ING
BY THE BUSLOADS!

WE’RE GROW ING

220-671 August CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 8/17/15   4:16 PM
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Assisted Living Like
You’ve Never Seen Before!SM

A Purposeful Life
Anticipating Tomorrow

An Active Life
Enjoying Now

A Connected Life
Exploring Relationships

Have you ever thought of an assisted living community as a place for seniors 
to grow - a place for them to enjoy pursuing passions and deepening family 
relationships? 

We do, and that's what makes Legacy At Falcon Point Assisted Living Like You've 
Never Seen Before! It’s a safe place of detailed care where seniors can be social 
and stay physically and mentally active.

1520 Katy Gap Road
Katy, TX 77494

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com281-394-0628

2015-2016 

5-ON-5 SEASON

New This Year:  

Early Online Registration Opens in September 

@www.kybb.org

-OR-

Traditional Walk-Up Registration

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2015

McMeans Jr. High School Cafeteria

9:00AM-3:00PM

KATY YOUTH BASKETBALL 

Katy Youth Basketball (KYB) is celebrating its 30th year as Katy’s premier 

youth basketball organization.  Registration for our 5-on-5 season will 

begin in September.  KYB has developed a new website and registration 

platform, and will now be offering parents the ability to complete all 

their registration needs online, prior to our walk-up registration, 

which is now optional.  However, KYB will continue to host a 

walk-up registration for those who prefer to register in person. 

KYB offers a 5-on-5 league for boys and girls of all skill levels 

who are currently enrolled in 1st-8th grades, and who reside 

within the Katy ISD attendance boundaries.  Practices will begin 

in November, and games will begin in January.
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CITY & SCHOOL
News from the city of Katy and Katy ISD Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr

HKS Architects present design, renderings  
for new stadium to board of trustees

Katy ISD anticipates 
lower tax rate for 
2015-16 budget year

KATY ISD A first look at KISD’s 
second stadium was presented at 
the July 20 board of trustees meet-
ing. HKS principal architect Mark 
Vander Voort presented the initial 
elevation drawings which included 
an open concourse design, field 
house, mezzanine level below the 
press box and service pods with 
concession stands and elevator and 
stair access.  

The $58 million stadium will be 
built adjacent to the existing Rhodes 
Stadium at 1733 Katy Fort Bend 
Road. A functional land bridge will 
connect the facilities to provide 
pedestrian-friendly access. Vander 
Voort said traffic engineers analyzed 
traffic patterns at the existing stadium 
and designed a loop for authorized 

vehicles and a drop off loop that will 
minimize pedestrian cross-traffic in 
the parking areas. 

The stadiums will operate in a stag-
gered fashion to maximize parking, 
he said. 

Three themes were incorporated 
into the design, Vander Voort said. 
The stadium was designed to be high 
performance, provide the highest 
level of safety and security, and it will 
be flexible and sharable across the 
entire community. 

The site and infrastructure pack-
ages will be presented to the board 
for approval during the September 
meetings. The budget package will be 
presented for approval in November 
with estimated project completion in 
March 2017.

KATY ISD Tax rates for homeown-
ers in KISD are expected to be 1 cent 
lower when final Harris County tax 
appraisal numbers are issued at the 
end of August. 

At the district’s Aug. 17 work 
study meeting, KISD Chief Financial 
Officer Christopher J. Smith said 
appraisal numbers from Fort Bend 
and Waller counties were 2 percent 
higher than expected, and the same 
is anticipated from Harris County at 
the end of the month. 

Higher appraisal values mean the 
district could lower the debt service 
fund portion of the district tax rate 
by 0.01 and still meet debt repay-
ment schedules. Smith estimated 
the average homeowner would see a 
$40-$50 annual reduction in taxes 
under the new rate. 

“It happened in large part because 
of the [lower] interest rate situation 
we’re in and the debt reduction the 
board authorized [earlier in the 
year],” Smith said. 

Fiscal year 2014-15 appraisal values 
set KISD taxes at $1.5266 per $100 val-
uation for homes within the district. 
The new tax rate would reduce the 
debt service fund portion of that bill 
from 40 cents to 39 cents, setting the 
new rate at $1.5166 per $100 valuation. 

“We’ve had the same tax rate for 
eight or nine years,” Superintendent 
Alton Frailey said. “But with good 
fiscal management, we can do this.” 

Early bond repayments and 
construction cost negotiations that 
favored the district were key reasons 
for the reduction, he said. The final 
budget is set to be adopted Aug. 31 
and goes into effect Sept. 1. 

Additional details on the budget 
are available at www.katyisd.org.

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 14.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Katy ISD
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on Sept. 21  
and 28.

6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
www.katyisd.org

Meetings

The $58 million complex will feature a similar seating layout to the existing stadium and will  
host games as well as provide spaces for community events.
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City authorizes 
more than $1 million 
toward public safety
KATY Katy City Council voted July 
27 to authorize nearly $1.16 million 
in reserve funds to be used for police, 
fire and emergency medical system 
improvements. 

Mayor Pro Tem Charles Brawner 
said the funds will be used for a new 
ambulance, a radio system for the fire 

department that meets new federal 
mandates and other upgrades, includ-
ing system map and flyover satellite 
image updates, an animal control 
vehicle, laptops for fire department 
units and a mobile repeater system 
that enables first responders to com-
municate in the field. 

The largest portion of the funds, 
more than $549,000, will be used for 
data conversion and migration to a 
new dispatch system that will connect 
police, fire and EMS for the first time 
in the city’s history.

Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments? 
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

YOUR HEALTH IS 
OUR PRIORITY

*Applies to patients with active medical 
insurance. Copay/coinsurance 

patient’s responsiblity

No Out of Pocket Cost 
required at time of service.*

281.347.6000
PriorityER.com
23114 Seven Meadows Pkwy 

Katy, TX 77494
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westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Katy Freeway

S. Peek Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Westpark Tollway

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Serving 
the Katy 
Richmond 

Area

OPENING ADOLESCENT UNIT 
in September 2015!

Now accepting Adults, Seniors, and Adolescents. 
Accepting Medicare, Medicaid and Private Insurance

Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/kty

Harris County implements burn ban in unincorporated areas

Fort Bend County approves $98.6 million 
facilities bond for November ballot
By Connor Hyde

The Fort Bend County Commis-
sioners Court at its Aug. 19 meeting 
unanimously approved to place a 
$98.6 million facilities bond initia-
tive on the November ballot.

If approved by voters, the bond 
initiative will fund renovations and 
expansions of Fort Bend County 
buildings and facilities to keep up 
with the rapid population growth and 
rising property values in the county.

“If we don’t have a [bond] election 
in November, we are going to have 
to wait at least a year to get anything 
done,” Fort Bend County Judge Bob 
Hebert said.

The largest project in the bond 
is a $29.2 million, 105,600 square-
foot expansion of the Justice Center 
in Richmond, which includes the 
construction of 400 additional park-
ing spaces. Hebert said the future 
expansion of the Justice Center 
is also designed to accommodate 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from  
07/14/15–08/17/15

1  Grand Texas developer reveals updated 
theme park plans

2  Medistar developing new Katy 
shopping center

3  Harris County Commissioners Court 
approves $848 million bond proposal 
for Nov. 3 ballot

4  Kroger Marketplace to open Aug. 7, 
create 300 new jobs

5  Construction begins on Katy ISD 2014 
bond projects

By Marie Leonard
Harris County com-

missioners enacted a burn 
ban in unincorporated 
parts of the county Aug. 11 
due to lack of rainfall and 
increased fire risk.

“It’s hot and dry, and 
we don’t see any relief in 
sight,” Fire Marshal Mike 
Montgomery said. “Some 
forecasts suggest we might 
get some rain, but we are 

discounting those right 
now. This is precautionary 
in nature, but we believe it’s 
a necessary step.”

The county uses the 
Keetch-Byram Drought 
Index—which measures 
rainfall deficits on a scale of 
1 through 800—as a factor 
when considering a burn 
ban. The average KBDI in 
late summer is between 
400-600, according to the 

fire marshal’s office. On 
Aug. 11, the KBDI was 
between 600-700 in Harris 
County, according to data 
from the Texas A&M For-
est Service.

“Clearly the [KBDI index] 
has gone over, and everyone 
needs to be aware of this,” 
County Judge Ed Emmett 
said. “We need to publicize 
it as much as possible.”

More than 90 counties 

across Texas have imple-
mented burn bans as well, 
including nearby Waller 
and Grimes counties. The 
burn ban, which prohibits 
all open fires in the county, 
will last until circumstances 
no longer create a public 
safety hazard that could 
be made worse by outdoor 
burning. 

For more information, 
visit www.hcfmo.net.

Panama Canal 
expansion to wrap 
up in April 2016

                READER FEEDBACK
In response to Star Cinema Grill  
coming to Westpark Tollway and the 
Grand Parkway 

“Competition is always there 
but like someone said traffic is 
ridiculous over that way.”

—Sonja P

In response to Wal-Mart Neighborhood 
Market slated for retail development on 
Highland Knolls 

“Katy has enough Wal-Marts!”
—Thomas S.

larger jury pools.
“That’s just a function of popula-

tion growth,” he said. “We’re going to 
have to have these facilities in place.”

The commissioners also added $8 
million to the bond intended to fund 
renovations to the former Hous-
ton Community College facility in 
Sienna Plantation. The Sienna Plan-
tation facility will be renovated into 
a county annex building once HCC 
completes its relocation to Texas 
Parkway in Missouri City.

In addition, the bond calls for 
$4.7 million to demolish and rebuild 
the George Barn at the Fort Bend 
County Fairgrounds. The project will 
upgrade the facility and add addi-
tional space for livestock.

“You’ve got way too many animals 
under this barn during the fair,” 
Precinct 4 County Commissioner 
James Patterson said. “We’re actually 
having animals die because they are 
too close and too hot.”

By Shawn Arrajj
The $5.25 billion expansion of 

the Panama Canal is scheduled to 
be complete April 1, allowing ships 
carrying nearly three times the 
load to pass through. It is the first 
expansion of the canal in more than 
100 years.

New locks, which raise and lower 
vessels from the canal, were finished 
June 10. Work on the Pacific Ocean 
locks began in August.

Capital improvement projects at 
the Port of Houston have included 
spending $50 million on four new 
cranes that arrived in May.

The Port of Houston is expected 
to see a 15 percent increase in 
incoming cargo by 2020, and a 
150 percent increase—roughly 4.5 
million units—by 2030, according 
to the Texas Department of  
Transportation.

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty

Be seen!
Get your social media photos published in 
Community Impact Newspaper by taking 
part in our bucket list activities. Tag your 
photos on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook 
with #KTYBucketList and your photo could 
be seen in a future edition.

©2013 Buller Photography - BullerImages.com

Katy ISD Education Foundation - Where Imagination Inspires

No Label Brewery 
Individual tickets may be purchased for $40 each

online at katyisdeducationfoundation.org
Sponsorship Opportunities Available • 281.396.6031

Thursday, September 17th  -  5:30-8:00pm

Ticket price includes live entertainment, food and beverages. EVENT IS ADULTS ONLY
Proceeds benefi t the Katy ISD Education Foundation and our teacher grant program
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The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select products on new credit applications submitted July 1 through September 30, 2015, with a qualifying Wells Fargo relationship. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply; please contact 
a Wells Fargo banker for further details. This promotion may be modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. Deposit 
products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. © 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801 (1263544_15515)

From July 1 through September 30, 2015, qualified 
Wells Fargo customers receive even lower rates with 
special interest rate discounts on select new loans 
and lines of credit.

Now’s the perfect time to spice up your home, downshift your car 
payments, and even grow your business. Come in today to let us 
help you make your great event happen. 

For more information, stop by Wells Fargo, call 1-866-578-5671, 
or visit wellsfargo.com/regionalgreatrate

Auto Refinance Loans | Home Equity Lines of Credit | Personal Loans & Lines of Credit  
Small Business Loans and Commercial Real Estate Equity Lines of Credit

Make your great 
event happen

24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494
(281) 954-3824 • www.thesolana.com

These hands cared for you.. .
Now let our hands care for them

Enjoy $6,000 in savings in Assisted Living when you 
move in by September 15, 2015.* 

For more information and to schedule a personal tour, 
call Kristin Weiss at (281) 954-3824.

*Savings apply to Studio Apartments in Assisted Living only

THE RESERVE AT KATY
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!  

From the upper $400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Gated, Water View Home Sites Available!

From the low $600s • (832) 326-5784

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

LUXURY | LOCATION | LIFESTYLE

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of 
the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

CINCO RANCH - SYCAMORE MEADOW
Final Opportunity!

From the upper $600s • (832) 326-5784

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680



NET MIGRATION
According to the state demographer’s office, net migration 
is the number of individuals moving into a geographic area 
minus the number of individuals moving out.

BY THE NUMBERS

HARRIS COUNTY

2013: +40,166 2014: +46,392
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Moving to Harris County

Making Texas Home
Population
From April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2014, Harris County’s 
population increased by

 348,359
47%

100,542 63,037

of that population increase was due to 
migrations into the county.

international migrations domestic migrations
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Population is projected 
to increase by 18% 
over the next  
30 years.

The populations of both Fort Bend and Harris counties 
are expected to increase over the next 30 years. One 
significant reason for this population growth is residents 
moving to the area from other areas of the state, the 
country and the world.

The figures indicate the number of people 
moving to Harris County from states with in 
the U.S., from foreign countries and from other 
counties within Texas. 

FORT BEND COUNTY
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Moving to Fort Bend County

From April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2014, Fort Bend County’s 
population increased by 100,448
75%

16,646 58,395

of that population increase was due to 
migrations into the county.

international migrations domestic migrations

1,400,000

1,300,000

1,200,000

1,100,000

1,000,000

900,000

800,000

700,000

600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

POPULATION

201
5

20
20

20
25

20
30

20
35

20
40

20
45

Population is projected 
to increase by 12% 
over the next  
30 years.

Source: State Demographer’s Office/Community Impact Newspaper

The figures indicate the number of people 
moving to Fort Bend County from states with 
in the U.S., from foreign countries and from 
other counties within Texas. 

NET MIGRATION
According to the state demographer’s office, net migration 
is the number of individuals moving into a geographic area 
minus the number of individuals moving out.

2013: +21,334 2014: +23,892

Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr, Brian Walzel  
and Mary-Ann Zykin

Katy Edition • August 2015 23

IOWA

224

ILLINOIS

62

393
WASHINGTON

3,237

HARRIS COUNTY

283

VICTORIA COUNTY

225

EL PASO COUNTY

236

DALLAS COUNTY

486

JEFFERSON COUNTY

VIRGINIA

639

Population



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com24

divisions perform burpees, pull ups, 
dead lifts and other tests of physical 
endurance for cash prizes. 8 a.m. 
(registration). $145 (individual), $220 
(partners). Merrell Center, 6301 S. 
Stadium Lane, Katy. CrossFitKaty@
gmail.com. www.bringtheheatkaty.com

17 Fireflies & Food Trucks
The Katy ISD Education 

Foundation kicks off the school 
year with their annual fundraising 
event. A variety of food trucks set 
up shop at No Label Brewery for an 
evening of food and fun under the 
stars. Purchase tickets in advance. 
Proceeds fund teacher grants 
awarded by the KISD Education 
Foundation. 5:30-8 p.m. $40 
(individual), $500 (party pack with 
bonuses for groups of 10). No Label 
Brewery, 5351 First St., Katy.  
281-396-6031.  
http://katyisdeducationfoundation.org

19 Katy Kids Night Out
Katy YMCA hosts a night out 

for kids aged 3-11, featuring age-
appropriate games, movies and pizza. 
Register online. 6-10 p.m. $15. Katy 
YMCA, 22807 Westheimer Parkway, 
Katy. 281-392-5055.  
www.ymcahouston.org/events/8584

19 Katy Sip n Stroll
The Kroger Company and Cinco 

Charities present the biannual food 
and wine festival to benefit The Ballard 
House. Local restaurants and musicians 
join craft brewers and wineries to create 
a festive outdoor event for adults aged 
21 and older. 4-8 p.m. (VIP), 5-8 p.m. 
(general admission). Tickets range from 
$15-80. Villagio Town Center, 22756 

August 

29 Cinco Ranch Bike Ride
Life Time Fitness and Sun 

& Ski host a morning of group bike 
rides ranging from 30 to 50 miles. 
Ride marshals guide groups for safety 
and assistance. Beginners to racers 
welcome. Coffee served at Life Time 
Fitness after the ride. 7-11 a.m. Free 
(RSVP online). Life Time Fitness, 23211 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy.  
214-494-4288. www.eventbrite.com/e/
lifetime-fitness-cinco-ranch-bike-ride-
tickets-15335368500

September 

02 Meet and Greet: Kathy 
Adams Clark

Katy Contemporary Arts Center 
welcomes its new school of photography 
director, Kathy Adams Clark, for an 
open house in the gallery. As a nature 
photographer and stock photography 
agency owner, Adams Clark has 
appeared in many publications and will 
helm the center’s photography program. 
5-7 p.m. Free. Katy Contemporary Arts 
Museum, 805 Avenue B, Katy.  
832-857-1340. www.katycam.com

12 The Bubby Walk for  
Down Syndrome

Bubby’s Friends Foundation hosts its 
second annual walk and picnic. The 
nonprofit group was founded to award 
grants to families living with Down 
syndrome. Register online for the event.  
8 a.m. (check in), 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (walk and 
picnic). $35 (adults), $15 (children 6-15). 
Bear Creek Park, 3535 War Memorial 
Drive, Houston. 832-579-4566.  
https://thebubbywalkfordownsyndrome.
eventbrite.com

12 through 13
Bring the Heat

RokFit presents the sixth annual Bring 
the Heat athletic competition. Hosted 
by CrossFit Katy, competitors in three 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Katy events at 
communityimpact.com/kty-calendar

To have Katy events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first of the month.

Online Calendar

through 12
Houston Fine Art Fair
The Hamptons Expo Group 

brings Greater Houston artists and 
galleries together. Among the featured 
installations is “Pieces of Texas,” a Katy 
Contemporary Arts Museum collection. 
7:30-9:30 p.m. (Sept. 9), 11 a.m.-9 p.m. 
(Sept. 10-11), 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (Sept. 12). 
$20 (day pass), $100 (VIP). NRG Center, 
1 Reliant Park, Houston. 631-283-5505. 
www.houstonfineartfair.com

Worth the TRIP
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Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr

Westheimer Parkway, Katy.  
713-557-5732. www.sipandstroll.com

19 Katy/West Houston Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s 

Participants collect donations and 
walk a 5K to benefit the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Attendees who raise more 
than $100 receive a commemorative 
T-shirt. Children and strollers are 
welcome on the walk. Register online 
prior to race day. 7:30 a.m. (registration). 
Open donation. LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 
713-314-1342.  
http://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2015/TX-
HoustonandSoutheastTexas?fr_id=7823

24 Pot of Gold Classic Golf 
Tournament

The Fort Bend Rainbow Room hosts 
its sixth annual golf tournament, dinner, 
auction and awards presentation. The 
organization provides an emergency 
resource center for abused and 
neglected children involved in the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective 

Services in Fort Bend County. Funds 
are used to provide school supplies, 
toiletries, baby formula, clothing and 
other supplies. 11 a.m. (registration, 
lunch), 1 p.m. (shotgun start). $35 (dinner 
only), $125 (individual golfer, lunch and 
dinner), $500 (four players, all inclusive). 
Golf Club at Cinco Ranch, 23030 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. 832-451-2883.  
http://fbrr.org/golf.htm#golf 

25 KEYS Kick Off
Katy ISD’s Keep Encouraging 

Youth toward Success student 
mentoring program holds its annual 
kickoff event at the Merrell Center to 
welcome prospective and returning 
mentors. KEYS mentors make a one-
year commitment to participate in 
weekly activities with students and other 
mentors. Campus program managers 
introduce several different mentoring 
opportunities and answer questions. 
8-9:30 a.m. Free (RSVP online). Merrell 
Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy. 
281-396-2468. www.katyisd.org/dept/
pie/Pages/KEYSMentoring.aspx 
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Where you’re treated like family

OPEN 24/7

25765 KATY FREEWAY • KATY, TX • 281.395.9900 • ERKATY.COM

+ Average wait time less than 5 minutes

+ All board certi� ed emergency room doctors

+ We accept all private insurance

10

1463
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ak Rd.

Nelson Way
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Recent construction

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

New construction projects are bringing 
additional housing, restaurant and retail 
establishments to the Katy area.

1  Watercrest at Katy is under 
construction at 200 Katy Fort Bend 
Road The $38.2 million project will 
provide 210 senior housing units.

2  Harris County permits show 
construction on a Slim Chickens fast-
casual restaurant is underway at 23320 
Mercantile Parkway.

3  Work continues on Cane Island 
Parkway as crews install decorative 
archways along the road leading to the 
master-planned community. 

4  Keemat Plaza is constructing a 
11,250-square-foot retail space at 2133 
S. Mason Road, according to the Harris 
County Permits. 

5  Axiom Construction is moving 
toward completion of a 31,160-square-
foot building at 23811 I-10. The 
building is slated to house a Texas 
Furniture Hut location. 

6  The park sign at Freedom Park is 
midway through construction at the 
Fort Bend County Baseball Complex in 
George Bush State Park. 

3

21

5 6

4

Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr
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Gary Greene 
Realtors® 
Commercial 

Division

Land, Land, Land
6, 8 & 18 acre tracks on Hwy 90. 

2.8 acres FM 359, Fulsher. 
1.7 & 5.9 acres on Westheimer Pkwy

Waterfront property, convenience 
store, several RV’s, restaurant, 

gas pump

Building for Lease

Energy corridor/Katy Frwy
4100 ft, fl exible fl oor plan

Katy Station 
Shopping Center

27,000 SF retail/offi  ce/
warehouse Prime Property in
 City of Katy, 92% occupancy, 

room to expand

Thank you to recent 
customers: 

Fort Bend County ESD 2    
Mao De Acucar Salon

Off  Duty Services           
Harris County ESD 48

Queensland Government Trade 
and Investment 

Cynthia Berry
713-705-3047

cynthia.berry@garrygreene.com
Vicki Gessler

832-492-0700
vicki.gressler@garrygreene.com

Larry Littlejohn
713-628-1154

littlejo@garygreen.com 

Your Local 
Commercial Connection

74 ac Next to Walmart 
Distribution Center in Sealy

Caney Creek Marina
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Now open in Memorial
and Cinco Ranch

Cinco Ranch
9727 Spring Green Blvd.
Ste. 900
Katy, TX 77494
281-789-6300

Memorial
12850 Memorial Dr.
Ste. 210
Houston, TX 77024
832-827-4000

Hours: 
Monday through Friday
4:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.

urgentcare.texaschildrens.org
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David Gornet
Executive director,  
Grand Parkway Association
By Abigail Loop

As executive director of the Grand Parkway Association, David Gornet has 
been advocating for the construction of the 180-mile loop for 16 years. He 
became executive director for the association in 2001. Prior to that he worked as 
a planning and construction consultant. Before his work with the GPA, Gornet 
worked for 18 years as director of transportation and planning with a consulting 
firm in Houston. He holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in civil engineering 
and is a registered professional engineer in Texas. Gornet said the best thing 
about being involved in the Grand Parkway construction is the ability to lessen 
travel time for drivers so they can spend more time with their families.  

How long did it take Grand 
Parkway to get started locally 
in Harris and Montgomery 
counties?

Environmental studies were started 
in 1999, and designs were approved in 
2009 for Harris County and in 2010 
for Montgomery County. In 2012 
the design was passed to [the Texas 
Department of Transportation] in 
both counties, and construction began 
in 2013.

What is the estimated cost and 
end date for construction on the 
Grand Parkway?

The estimated cost of construction 
is $1.2 billion, plus the cost of the 
land. We’re estimating a finishing date 
sometime in the latter part of 2015.

What is the noise abatement plan 
for segment F-1? What are some 
of the criteria by which those 
sound barriers are constructed?

Only one subdivision, Fairfield, 
will have noise walls. The rest of the 
neighborhoods were far enough away 
to not need one. There are federal 
guidelines on whether sound barriers 

are warranted. Just because there 
are noise walls doesn’t mean that the 
noise will go away, and just because 
traffic is heard doesn’t mean you need 
a sound barrier. The noise has to be 
above a certain level, one that is deter-
mined by these guidelines, in order to 
receive a sound barrier.

Which communities or areas 
around Segment F-2 and Segment 
G have received sound walls? 

Those that are needed in the F-2 
section are neighborhoods such as 
Three Lakes, Glen Loch Forest, Lakes 
of Avalon, Sugar Berry, Mossy Oaks 
and Forest North. Segment G has 
three areas where sound barriers 
will be installed. Spring Trails, Parks 
Run and Creekside will all have noise 
walls. This segment, along with seg-
ments F-1 and F-2, should be finished 
with construction later on this year.

Although the parkway will be 
located south of The Woodlands 
and Conroe area, will it still affect 
traffic in those areas?

It’ll definitely change traffic 
patterns there, and I see that as a 

positive impact. That area will also 
not have any sound barriers and 
won’t be affected by the noise of the 
parkway since it’s north of the road. 
But the parkway will take some 
traffic from the area and offer quicker 
trips on the highway rather than 
taking local roads and having longer 
travel times. 

With the ExxonMobil campus 
and Springwoods Village 
development well underway 
and other projects on the 
horizon, can we expect more 
development along the Grand 
Parkway at major connectors, 
such as I-45, Hwy. 249, Hwy. 290 
and Hwy. 59?

We can certainly expect more 
development in the area surrounding 
the Grand Parkway. The [portion of 
the] parkway that was built 20 years 
ago that connects Katy to Sugar Land 
has seen significant growth in its 
surrounding area. There have been 
more choices to get places, faster travel 
times, and the parkway has improved 
transportation. We’re hoping to 
see a similar repeat with the Grand 

Parkway [segments that are] being 
built now.

What is the biggest effect 
the Grand Parkway will 
have on The Woodlands and 
surrounding areas?

It’s an opportunity for all of Mont-
gomery County to grow and have 
better choices on where they work, 
live and shop. This county is a great 
place to live. I look forward to getting 
construction finished. 
 
What feedback have you heard 
concerning the Grand Parkway? 

During planning stages there 
were some concerns because people 
didn’t understand exactly how it 
would work. There was some anxiety 
about that and the type of impact it 
would have on people’s houses. But 
we told them to look at the Segment 
20-D parkway that was built and the 
influence in that corridor and how the 
housing values had not gone down 
and growth in the area could be seen. 
So now that the road is currently 
being built, people are asking when 
it’ll be finished and can’t wait to use it.
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PEOPLE

FM 362 & Morrison Road
Brookshire, TXF

M
 3

6
2  Morrison

dewberryfarm.com • 281-934-3276

with the purchase of a regular hot dog at 
Mattie’s Kitchen. 

with the purchase of a regular hot dog at with the purchase of a regular hot dog at 
Free 32oz soft drink

Coupon must be presented. Expires 11/8/15. 
FAMILY FUN! 80 Acre Farm opens 

September 26, 2015

Huge Pumpkin Patch • Amazing Corn Maze

Sliiiide Mountain • Games & Activities • Good Eats
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LIVE
RECEPTIONIST
CONFERENCE

ROOMS

AFFORDABLE
CO-WORKING

SPACE

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES

FLEXIBLE 
LEASE 
TERMS

9/16/15
11:30-1:00PM
HR BASICS FOR SMALL BUSINESS 
OWNERS

9/30/15
11:30-1:00PM
SMALL BUSINESS BUDGETING DOS AND 
DON’TS

10/7/15
11:30-1:00PM
LEGAL STRUCTURES 101

BUSINESS GROWTH 
SEMINAR SERIES

$35 (includes lunch) 

$25 discount for Community 
Impact readers. Enter code Kir15

www.TheHiveKaty.com/events-news

Enter to win one month FREE Peer Coworking Space Membership ($150 Value) 
@ www.TheHiveKaty.com/membership/coworking-memberships

Monthly leases starting at $549
281-849-4130
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Project C.U.R.E.

Kempwood Dr.
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Project C.U.R.E. volunteers Dr. Sally Shu and Joe Cook help sort donated medical supplies.
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Project C.U.R.E.
Organization supplies clinics with goods

J anet Thomason had a hospital 
bed to donate. After calling 
every charity organization she 

could think of, as well as hospitals and 
nursing homes, she said she realized 
what many people in that situation 
realize: It’s difficult to find someone to 
accept a hospital bed donation. 

“When my mother passed away I had 
a hospital bed, and no one would take 
it,” Thomason said. “Somehow I found 
Project C.U.R.E., and they picked it up.” 

Project C.U.R.E. is headquartered 
in Denver, but Houston is one of 
its four national distribution hubs. 
The organization collects donated 
medical supplies and equipment and 
ships them to prescreened clinics in 
developing countries. 

Trained field teams fly to each 
country to meet directly with doctors 
and nurses and ensure no supplies 
end up diverted or resold. 

“If a nurse sees something come in 
the door for her patients, you better 
believe she’s not going to let it go out 
the back door,” Thomason said. 

Thomason began volunteering with 
Project C.U.R.E. and learned about 
its “Kits for Kids” program. The pro-
gram sends red backpacks filled with 
first aid supplies to children without 
access to medical care or drugstores. 

As a longtime Katy ISD parent and 
volunteer, Thomason saw an opportu-
nity to get schools involved. 

“We thought with KISD we can 
put a dent in these [requests for 
kits],” she said.

Students at participating schools 
gather supplies and write notes of 
support on the backpacks. Thomason 

is now the community outreach 
and Kits for Kids program director 
at Project C.U.R.E. She stresses the 
importance of community involve-
ment, particularly in Katy.

“Katy volunteers have engineering 
backgrounds [to fix equipment],” 
she said. 

There are also a high percentage 
of medical workers to help identify 
donated materials, she said.

The sorting room contains shelves 
of boxes and bins labeled with sheets 
of paper indicating ventilator tubing, 
endoscopy supplies, sterile drapes, 
skin-cleansing supplies and tens of 
other supply types.

“We may get a pallet of donated 
supplies and no idea what’s inside—
that’s where our volunteers with 
medical backgrounds are so helpful,” 
Thomason said.

Project C.U.R.E. is run almost 
entirely by volunteers. The Houston 
distribution center has only one paid 
employee—a warehouse manager. 
Everyone else, including Thomason, 
is a volunteer. The 2014 annual report 
shows only 2 percent of the budget 
went toward administrative costs. 

The group has earned high ratings for 
efficiency from GuideStar and Charity 
Navigator, and Forbes ranked it one of 
the 20 most efficient large U.S. charities.

Thomason said the distribution 
center is always in need of volunteers 
and donations.

“Say you broke your leg and you 
saved the crutches—all of that can be 
repurposed. If grandma has an old 
walker or wheelchair, there are people 
who can use that,” she said.

NONPROFIT

8251 Kempwood Drive, Houston
832-251-2489
www.facebook.com/
projectcurehouston
Donation drop-off: Tue.-Fri. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Kits for KidsAnnual assistance

By Jocelyn Kerr

In 2014

4,725

124

98 
cents

$54M

122
10,800
patients

Kits for Kids were 
delivered to 26 countries

In 2014-15 the following schools built 
more than 500 Kits for Kids:

• Taylor High School 
• Tompkins High School
• McMeans Junior High School
• Pattison Elementary School 
• Nottingham Elementary School
• West Memorial Elementary School
• Randolph Elementary School
• Hayes Elementary School

semitruck containers

17,000
93,000 hours

U.S. volunteers donated more than

 to sort supplies and  
refurbish equipment

of every dollar 
donated goes directly 
into programs and 
services

field volunteers 
provided free 

care to

 in medical supplies  
and equipment were

delivered to 40 countries

The Orchard is a safe, secure 
environment offering freedom of 
choice, and a sense of independence 
based upon person centered care.

•  Family owned and operated 
•  Delicious meals 
•  Dedicated waitstaff 
•  Medication administration included  
•  Pet Friendly! 

All backed by  
The Orchard Promise

Call us at  
281-371-3000   
or visit us at  
24802 Kingsland Blvd.  
Katy, TX 77494

www.theorchardkaty.com
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INSIDE INFORMATION

what does the number on your plastic mean?

Reduce, reuse, 
 recycle

There are a number of ways to recycle in the Katy area. Products typically 
accepted at recycling facilities include aluminum, glass, cardboard and 
paper as well as plastics Nos. 1-7. Only select facilities accept plastic 
grocery bags and Styrofoam.

why recycle?

Conserves natural resources

Saves water

Americans represent  
5% of the world’s population,  

but generate  
30% of the world’s garbage.

Americans waste or cause to be wasted  

nearly 1 million pounds  
of materials per person every year.

Conserves energy

Reduces greenhouse gas

decomposition  
time frames

Plastic cups
250 years

Plastic bags
20 years

Saves landfill space

Reduces air pollution

Less than 2%  
of the total waste 

stream in the United 
States is recycled.

U.S. waste disposal costs exceed 

$100 billion annually.

1  ton  of  recycled 
Aluminum  saves:

1 ton  of  recycled 
paper  saves:

1 ton  of  recycled 
cardboard  saves:

1 ton  of  recycled 
plastic  saves:

Americans throw away enough 
garbage every day to fill  

63,000 garbage trucks,  
which if lined up end to end for an 

entire year, would stretch  

half way to the moon.

14,000 kwh* of electricity

1,663 gallons of oil

237.6 million Btu* of energy

10 cubic yards of landfill space

4,100 kwh* of electricity

380 gallons of oil

54 million Btu* of energy

4.6 cubic yards of landfill space

390 kwh* hours of electricity

46 gallons of oil

6.6 million Btu* of energy

9 cubic yards of landfill space

5,774 kwh* of electricity

685 gallons of oil

98 million Btu* of energy

30 cubic yards of landfill space

Polyethylene
terephthalate

High-density
polethylene

Low-density
polethylene Polypropylene Polystyrene All other  

plastics
Polyvinyl
chloride

Bottles used for 
soft drinks, water, 
mouthwash, salad 

dressing and  
vegetable oil

Milk jugs; some 
bottles used for juice, 

bleach, detergent 
and shampoo; yogurt 
and butter tubs; and 

cereal box liners

Some bottles used 
for window cleaner,  
detergent and cook-

ing oil; clear food 
packaging; siding; 

windows; and piping

Squeezable bottles; 
plastic bags for 

bread, shopping and 
dry cleaning; tote 

bags; clothing;  
furniture; and carpet

Some yogurt  
containers; bottles 

used for syrup,  
ketchup and  

medicine; caps; 
straws 

Disposable plates 
and cups,  

Styrofoam*, egg 
cartons, carry-out 
containers, aspirin 

bottles and CD cases

Three- and five- 
gallon water cooler 

bottles, baby bottles, 
sunglasses, DVDs, 

signs, displays  
and nylon

FORT BEND COUNTY HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE RECYCLING

HARRIS COUNTY HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS WASTE RECYCLING

1200 Blume Road. Rosenberg
281-633-7581

www.fortbendcountytx.gov/ 
index.aspx?page=358

6900 Hahl Road, Houston 
281-560-6200

www.eng.hctx.net/watershed/hhw_home.html

more information  
about recycling  

in your area

Compiled by Dionna Moore and Liza Winkler

*kwh = kilowatt per hour *Btu = British thermal unit (heat or cool one pound of water by one degree)   

Why do you think it is important 
to educate people on recycling? 
We like to educate people because 
that’s the only way they are really going 
to understand it. Sometimes we see 
that it becomes a political issue—
whether it’s Democrat and Republican 
or liberal versus conservative—and 
that’s really not what recycling is about. 

Why do you think recycling is 
less popular in Texas than in  
other areas of the country? 
I think the biggest reason is because 
in Texas, land is relatively inexpensive,  
so the landfills are not really a huge 
concern here. As Texas grows and our 
economy remains strong, we are going 
to start losing massive amounts of land. 
In order to not have those people who 
are coming in just throw everything into 
the landfill, the recycling part of the 
matter needs to be a strong priority.

Stephanie Wolff,  
office manager at  

Residential Recycling of Texas

Since opening in 2006, Residential 
Recycling of Texas contracts with 
local homeowners associations,  
municipal utility districts and other 
groups of residents to provide recy-
cling containers and hauling services. 
The business serves about 30,000 
homes and gathers 400 tons of  
recycling per month in Harris County.

1327 W. Main St., Ste. 1, Tomball

Alma St.

2920

249

*Most recycling facilities will not accept Styrofoam

Glass
1 million years

Katy area residents have curbside recycling 
pickup. Contact the homeowner’s association or 

MUD for bins and pickup times. 

heritagetexas.com

As we prepare for our 40th Anniversary, we’re proud to introduce the exciting new look 
of Heritage Texas Properties. A reflection of our innovation, diversity and unrivalled 

commitment to personalized service, our future has never looked better.

THE FUTURE HAS NEVER LOOKED BETTER.

281.493.3880

14340 Memorial Drive | Houston, Texas 77079

23123 Cinco Ranch Boulevard, Suite 200 | Katy, Texas 77494

®

WE’RE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
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Flooding and storm safety 
INSIDE INFORMATION

Compiled by Marie Leonard 

Katy Edition • August 2015 31

Sources: Harris County Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Harris County Flood Control District/Community Impact Newspaper

A historic flooding event struck Harris County and the city of Houston in late 
May, flooding roadways and resulting in at least seven fatalities. More than 10 
inches of rain fell in parts of Houston in less than six hours, causing Gov. Greg 
Abbott to declare a state of emergency in Harris County. Flooding is not a rare 
occurrence in Harris County, which is prone to hurricanes and severe storms. 

FLOOD SA FETY
• Wildlife, such as alligators, snakes and rodents, are displaced 

during floods and may be present in flood waters.

• High water covering roadways may hide washed-out bridges or gouged-out roadbeds. 

• Do not attempt to cross flooded roads or streams on foot. It only takes six inches of water to 
knock an adult off his feet.

• Never allow children to play near ditches or storm drains following a flood.

• During stormy weather, do not camp or park vehicles along streams. 

• Be cautious at night when it is harder to see flood dangers. 

MYTH fact?vs.  
Tornadoes kill more 
people each year 
than any other severe 
weather event.

Generally, more 
deaths in the U.S. 
occur due to flooding 
than from any other 
severe weather- 
related hazard.

Flash floods only 
occur along flowing 
streams.

Flash floods can 
occur in dry creeks 
and urban areas 
where no streams are 
present.

Homeowners 
insurance covers 
flooding events.

Many homeowners 
do not find out until 
it is too late that their 
policies do not cover 
flooding. 

Larger vehicles, such 
as SUVs or pickup 
trucks, are safe to 
drive through flood 
waters.

Two feet of flowing 
water can carry 
away most vehicles, 
including SUVs and 
pickups. 

Source: National Weather Service/Community Impact Newspaper

If the power goes out for more than several hours, refrigerated food might spoil. The following 
items are safe after the power comes on if they are kept for two hours at 40 degrees or below.

To eat or not to eat?

Hard cheeses

Breakfast 
foods

Cakes, 
Fruit pies

Fresh herbs 
and spices

Butter or 
margarine

Jelly, sauces, 
condiments

Opened  
fruit juices

Opened 
vinegar based 

dressings

After the power comes 
back on, the following 
items should be 
discarded: Meat, poultry, 

seafood
Eggs and egg 

products
Milk and other 
dairy products

Soft cheeses, 
shredded cheese

HOW TO BUY 
I N S U RA NC E

Homeowners and renters insurance does 
not include flood insurance. However, every 
homeowner who lives within a participating 
community of the National Flood Insurance 
Program can buy insurance, which includes 
all of the Greater Katy area. 

Flood insurance is sold through private 
companies and is financially backed 
through the federal government.

In Harris County, homes outside of a 
mapped floodplain are still at risk for 
flooding, according to the Harris County 
Flood Control District. For more details, 
visit www.harriscountyfemt.org. 

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • SECOND.ORG

WORSHIP  WITH  US

WEST CAMPUS
19449 Katy Fwy at Fry Rd
Sun • 5PM • Worship Center
Study Paul’s letter to the Philippians

1463 CAMPUS
5757 FM 1463 at S Fry Rd
Sun • 5PM • Worship Center
Take a biblical look at marriage & relationships

2 KATY 
CAMPUSES:

In addition to Sunday morning worship and Bible study, you can now join us on  
Sunday evenings as well! These casual services for all ages include music and  
in-depth Bible study. Childcare for newborns through age 5 will be available.
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“Starry nights AND lazy days; 
this my love is life well played.”

We’ve Arrived featuring Riley Deaver. Inspired by Bridgeland. Available on iTunes.

New Homesites in Lakeland Heights and Hidden Creek are Now Available!

A  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F

#BridgelandBalance

TAKING CARE OF EACH OTHER 

is what community is all about.

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

We’re proud to serve the friends and families of our 
community with personal, compassionate care. 

Open Monday thru Friday   |  8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
10450 Spring Green Blvd., Suite B
Katy, Texas 77494   |  713-486-5870
www.UTPhysicians.com

Anuradha Rai, MDD. Cade Nelms, MDBrittany Faron, MD

UT Physicians
Pediatric Center at Cinco Ranch

Now welcoming new patients

Tami Pogue, CPNP

• Prenatal consultations
• Well-child visits
• Care and treatment of illnesses
 & minor injuries
• Vaccinations and immunizations
• Preventative health care
• School and sports physicals
• Hearing and vision screening
• Behavioral health services

Board-Certified Pediatricians

Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Cinco Ranch Blvd

Katy-Gaston Rd

S Fry R
d
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September
26 Pumpkin Patch and  

Fall Festival
Blessington Farms kicks off the fall season 
with a pumpkin patch and Farm Funland 
activities like mazes, slides and barrel train 
rides. After the kickoff, the pumpkin patch 
and activities are open to visitors on Satur-
days between Sept. 27-Nov. 8 and Oct. 13. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. $10 (general admission), 
Free (children under 18 months). 

Blessington Farms, 510 Chisolm Trail,
Simonton • 832-444-8717
www.blessingtonfarms.com

October
01-04 The Original Greek 

Festival
This festival highlights Greek culture 
through traditional food, crafts, art and 
gifts. Each night features traditional 
Greek dancing reflecting the customs and 
culture of the country. Cathedral tours are 
also offered throughout the festival. 5-10 
p.m. (Oct. 1), 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 5 p.m.-10 
p.m. (Oct. 2), 11 a.m.-10 p.m. (Oct. 3), 
noon-6 p.m. (Oct. 4). $5 (admission at 
the gate), free (Oct. 2 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
every day for children 12 and under), 
$22 (presale ticket includes one-day 
admission and a dinner plate). 

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 
3511 Yoakum Blvd. 
Houston • 713-526-5377 
www.greekfestival.org

03 Flying Saucer BeerFeast
Sugar Land’s Flying Saucer Draught 

Emporium restaurant hosts its fourth annu-
al event featuring more than 50 breweries 

and 80 craft beers. Restaurants in Sugar 
Land Town Square have food available for 
purchase for attendees. A ticket purchase 
includes admission to the event, a tasting 
card that includes 12 beer samples and a 
tasting glass. Additional tasting cards are 
available for purchase. 21 and older.  
2-6:30 p.m. $35-65.

Flying Saucer Draught Emporium, 
15929 City Walk,
Sugar Land • 281-242-7468  
www.beerknurd.com

08-11 Festa Italiana
Festivalgoers celebrate 

Italian culture through traditional food, 
music and art. The event also features  
a car show, grape stomp and pasta-
eating contest highlighting Italian 
customs.  5-10 p.m. (Oct.8), 11 a.m.-10 
p.m. (Oct. 9, 10), 11 a.m.-6 p.m. (Oct. 11). 
$8 (general admission), free (children age 
12 and under). 

University of St. Thomas, 3800 Montrose Blvd., 
Houston • 713-524-4222 
www.houstonitalianfestival.com

10- N
O

V
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 29 Texas Renaissance  
Festival 

Hundreds of thousands of people visit the 
Texas Renaissance Festival each year. For 
eight weekends in October and November 
festival attendees dress up and explore 
the Renaissance-themed park. Each 
weekend features food and drink vendors, 
live entertainment and more than 400 
shops. Shuttles are available for guests 
staying at Executive Inn and Suites and 
Magnolia Inn and Suites. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. $26 
(regular adult), $14 (regular child). 

21778 FM 1774,
Todd Mission • 281-356-2178
www.texrenfest.com

16 and 17 
Needville Harvest Festival 

The 32nd annual event features two 
days of fall-themed activities, food and 
entertainment. Friday night includes fajita 
and margarita competitions as well as a 
barbecue cookoff. On Saturday attendees 
experience a talent show, live music and 
dancing, a hot dog eating competition and 
helicopter rides for all ages. More than 
80 vendors sell food, crafts and gifts on 
both days. 5 p.m.-midnight (Oct. 16), 8 
a.m.-midnight (Oct. 17). $6 (two-day pass).

3001 Violet St.,
Needville • 281-468-9314 
www.needvillefest.com

27 Texian Market Days at 
the George Ranch  

Historical Park  
The 32nd annual festival covers the 480 
acres of George Ranch Historical Park. 
Attendees can learn about Texas history 
through battle re-enactments, games, 
interactive displays and more during the 
living history festival. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. $15 
(adults), $10 (children).

George Ranch Historical Park, 10215 FM 762,
Richmond • 281-342-6478 
www.georgeranch.org

November
04 and 05

Holidays in the Plaza
Attendees can experience free concerts 
and holiday festivities in Sugar Land Town 
Square. Friday features the Houston Choral 
Showcase, and Saturday features the River 
Pointe Church School of Rock performing 
holiday tunes. 7-9 p.m. (Nov. 4), 6-8 p.m. 
(Nov. 5). Free.

Sugar Land Town Square,  
2700 Town Center Blvd. N.
Sugar Land • 281-276-6000  
www.sugarlandtownsquare.com

December
05 Holiday on the Plaza

The city of Katy and Katy Market 
Days host an old fashioned Christmas at 
Harvest Plaza in downtown Katy. Local 
church and school choirs and dance teams 
perform throughout the day. Craft stations 
are set up to write letters to Santa and make 
holiday ornaments. The festival is capped 
with the official lighting of the city Christmas 
tree and photos with Santa Claus. 10 a.m.-
6:30 p.m. Free, $5 (photos with Santa).

5701 Third St., 
Katy • 281-391-4840  
http://cityofkaty.com/departments/parks/ 
special-events/ 

11-13 Tomball German 
Christmas Market 

The event brings traditional German 
food, products and activities to the city of 
Tomball. Multiple stages present continuous 
live music and dancing, and there is an 
open-air market where more than 175 
merchants and vendors sell German 
Christmas items, arts and crafts, food and 
more. 6-10 p.m. (Dec. 11), 10 a.m.-10 p.m. 
(Dec. 12), 10 a.m.-6 p.m. (Dec. 13). Free.

Old Town Tomball, 201 S. Elm St., 
Tomball • 281-379-6844 
www.tomballgermanfest.com

This is not a comprehensive list of  
area events. For more listings or to  
request a listing please contact  
kty@communityimpact.com

FALL FESTIVAL GUIDE 2015

Fall I N TO  T H E

Festivities
Compiled by Hannah Hipp
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Flying Saucer BeerFeast

ABA and Health and Behavioral Intervention Clinic

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 

Elaine Eve� tt ’s
LIGHTING

*Interior & Exterior Lighting 

*Ceiling Fans

*Decorative Hardware

*Mirrors/Art 

*Accessories

9727 Spring Green Blvd. | Suite 500 | Katy, TX 77494 | 713.554.3915 | eelights.net

Tues-Sat 9am-6pm
PRESENT THIS AD for an a� itional 15% o�  

any single item. 
Offer expires 9/30/15. 

Discount cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. 



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com34

Move into your new home with the  
X1 Entertainment Operating System.®

PREPAID CARD

$200

State of Affairs available at xfinity.com/tv  
and on the XFINITY TV Go app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer end 12/31/15, and is limited to new HD Preferred XF Triple Play (or above) residential customers. Two-year contract required. 
Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards 
are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit comcast.com. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved.  BLI160792-0002

Call your Move Specialist at 1-877-671-3647  
or visit comcast.com/moversedge.

Before you move, call and ask about our great 
Movers offers featuring the X1 Entertainment 
Operating System® — only from XFINITY.® 
Then choose the installation option that works best for you:
• Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose within a 2-hour  

appointment window — guaranteed. 

• Take it with you — ask how you can bring your equipment with you when you move.

Call and ask how you can  
get a Visa® Prepaid Card worth up  
to $200 when you select a qualifying 
HD Triple Play. 

OR

106038_BLI160792-0002 Mb0155 insert_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 4/22/15   6:13 PM
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BUSINESS FEATURE DINING FEATURE

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Local food, beverage concepts on the rise

Crystal Children & 
Teacher Supply

French Quarter 
Cajun Seafood

Houston Museum  
of Natural Science 
at Sugar Land

SUGAR LAND/MISSOURI 
CITY The opening of several inde-
pendent eateries and unique con-
cepts over the past few months has 
broadened the food and beverage 
landscape around Sugar Land and 
Missouri City. These establish-
ments are providing residents with 
the type of options typically found 
inside the inner loop of Houston.  

“In suburban communities like 
Sugar Land and Missouri City, you 
often see a lot of chain and franchise 
restaurants go in first because they 
have bigger budgets,” said Melissa 
Stewart, executive director for the 
Greater Houston Restaurant Asso-
ciation. “But the [Sugar Land] area 

has really come into its own, and you 
have seen more independent restau-
rants open because there is a larger 
customer base.”

For many years franchises and 
chains have dominated the dining 
landscape in the Sugar Land and Mis-
souri City area, prompting residents in 
search of alternative options to drive 
to Houston where the options are 
more diverse. 

“In the suburbs you do see the 
chains and franchises get a lot of 
business because families are trying 
to manage a lot of obligations in the 
evening and they want a quick meal,” 
Stewart said. 
Full story by David Pollan

CY-FAIR Fred and Janice Foteh 
have been serving up seafood with 
a Cajun twist for the past 20 years 
in the Copperfield area at their 
restaurant, French Quarter. 

“My wife’s family is from Louisi-
ana, and we’ve always had a passion 
for cooking,” Fred Foteh said. 

French Quarter customers can 
find seafood and po’boy options—
made with crawfish, shrimp, 
catfish, oyster, sausage or alliga-
tor—as well as traditional Cajun 
dishes, such as etouffee, gumbo and 
court-boullion. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

SUGAR LAND Crystal Children 
& Teacher Supply owner Doreen 
Choi has made it a point to distin-
guish her store from other teacher 
supply stores by catering to par-
ents instead of only teachers.

To accomplish this, Choi and 
her staff researches and sells study 
material and resources for various 
standardized tests and entrance 
exams for students in pre-K through 
sixth grade.

“We are very focused on researching 
what is available on the market,” Choi 
said. “Our testing is very specialized.”
Full story by Connor Hyde

SUGAR LAND As development of 
the Telfair community in Sugar Land 
began to take shape, the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science in 
Houston saw the development as an 
opportunity to expand its presence in 
the Greater Houston area by open-
ing a Sugar Land campus in 2009. 

Adrienne Barker, director of 
HMNS at Sugar Land, said the 
museum not only provides visitors 
with world-class exhibits but also 
serves as an educational resource in a 
suburban market. 

As part of the HMNS system, the 
Sugar Land campus shares its museum 
collection and exhibits with the main 
HMNS location at Hermann Park. 

“Our collection is their collection, 
and our pieces are world-class,” 
Barker said. “We consider [HMNS] a 
fantastic brand, and it is our brand. 
It is a name that is very recognizable, 
[and] the quality is recognizable.” 
Full story by Connor Hyde
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7099 Hwy. 6 N., Houston
281-550-8334
www.frenchquartergrill.com 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Fri. 11 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-10 p.m., 
Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 

2517 Town Center Blvd., Sugar Land
281-491-7323
www.crystalteaches.com 
Hours: Mon-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.,  
Sun. 1-6 p.m. 

TOP STORY CLOSE-UP
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Pre-Autumn 

2015 
Collection

Pre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-Autumn

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

New Location at LaCenterra

281-394-9272

1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281.395.4595

 Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 

• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art
Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Consuela 

Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley • Spartina

Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Fall 
Collection

AUGUST 14TH – 31ST, 2015

*Visit us for more details

Gift With

Brighton 

Purchase!

CollectionCollection
*Visit us for more details

Gift With

Brighton 

Purchase!
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has moved farther west.”
The latest agricultural census, released in 2012, 

bears out that estimation. Waller County is one of 
the few counties in Texas that has seen an increase in 
acreage used for farming, with more than a 3 percent 
jump in the amount of farmland since 2007. 

Agricultural land use shifted from Harris to Waller 
counties as developers sought to purchase acres of the 
abundant farmland in northwest Harris County. 

 “Northwest Harris County is our largest area as far as 
total acreage [for agriculture usage],” said Gary Under-
wood, manager for agricultural appraisal in Harris 
County. “A lot of people wouldn’t believe 25 percent of 
the whole county is still under agriculture production.” 

Agricultural roots 
Driving the shift in land usage in the Greater Katy 

area is the completion of the Grand Parkway, Kidd 
said. Recent farmland sales are within six miles of the 
Grand Parkway and I-10. 

Harris County is losing about 2,000 to 5,000 acres 
of agricultural land annually, Underwood said.

“As the city [of Houston] and surrounding areas 
increase in size, that urban sprawl takes away arable 
farmland and large acreage,” said Christian Malsatzki, 
Harris County Agrilife extension agent for agriculture 
and natural resources. “Production that was here 30 
or 40 years ago is no longer around because that land 
has been eaten up by development.” 

Reasons for selling farmland can vary depending 
on the situation, said Sam Reese, manager for Warren 
Ranch, located north of Katy in Hockley. 

Agriculture
Continued from | 1

People from around the world visit the Katy 
Prairie Conservancy each year to see the 
16 to 30 types of eagles that nest there 
each winter. 

“The lands that we own—we want to make 
[them] available to the public,” executive 
director Mary Ann Piacentini said. 

Visitors to the prairie stay at area hotels, 
buy gas and eat at local restaurants. 

“There are a lot of benefits to having a 
conservation area,” she said. 

NATURE TOURISM

Visitors can access several areas of the Katy 
Prairie for activities such as bird watching. 
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HARRIS 
COUNTY 
PROGRAMS

Number of acres Number of acres Number of acres
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Farmland acreage has decreased across 
Harris and Fort Bend counties, but Waller 
County has seen an uptick in the number 
of individual farms and total acres used for 
farming. Growth trends in southwest Greater 
Houston have spurred the transition from farm 
land to retail and housing developments. 

2007: 2,210 2007: 1,404 2007: 1,6402012: 2,207 2012: 1,286 2012: 1,927

NUMBER OF FARMS NUMBER OF FARMS NUMBER OF FARMS

2007: 259,039 acres 2007: 382,740 acres 2007: 271,004 acres 2012: 236,402 acres 2012: 339,295 acres 2012: 314,981 acres

LAND IN FARMS LAND IN FARMS LAND IN FARMS

AVERAGE FARM SIZE AVERAGE FARM SIZE AVERAGE FARM SIZE
2007: 117 acres  2007: 273 acres  2007: 165 acres  2012: 107 acres 2012: 264 acres 2012: 163 acres

• Soil building and 
fertilization

• Goat production and 
management

• Food laws/organic vs. 
sustainable

• Aquaponics/hydroponics

• Small-scale vegetable 
production

• Marketing for your 
products

• Garden weeds/IPM

• Fruit and nut production

• Backyard poultry 
production

URBAN FARMER TOPICS

Sources: Census of Agriculture, Harris County Agrilife Extension Office/
Community Impact Newspaper 
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• Landowner liability and 
condemnation

• Soil fertility and 
fertilizers 

• Agriculture business 
planning 

• Toxic plant 
management

• Beef cattle nutrition

• Farm ponds

• Livestock health 

URBAN RANCHER TOPICS

GET INVOLVED

HARRIS COUNTY FORT BEND COUNTY WALLER COUNTY

-0.14% -8.4% +17.5%

-8.7% -11.4% +16.2%

-8.5% -3.3% -1.2%

The Harris County Agrilife Extension Office 
offers two programs for those interested in 
different types of agriculture in Harris County.  

Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com

3033 Bear Creek Drive, Houston
281-855-5600

http://harris.agrilife.org
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“It could be that the heirs [of the land] are discon-
nected from the previous generations’ agricultural 
endeavors,” he said. “Or sometimes, because of our 
proximity to the city of Houston, it’s hard to fault 
them if someone offers to buy 100 acres for $15,000 
an acre. It’s hard to argue with [that scenario] at 
times even though we don’t like the end result.”  

Warren Ranch is one of the largest working ranches 
still in operation in the county at roughly 6,500 acres. 
The land was once used to raise quarter horses but is 
now used for cattle production and farming. 

A newer venture—launched in early 2014—Leslie 
and Michael Marchand operate Whitehurst Heritage 
Farm off Grant Road in Cypress. The 100-acre farm 
raises pastured chickens and eggs, which the March-
ands sell to Gramen Farms, Black’s Market Table and 
Season’s Harvest Cafe. 

Whitehurst is one of only a handful of large-scale 
poultry farms in Texas that practices a different style 
of farming compared to most poultry suppliers, pro-
viding fresh grass and open land for grazing. 

“There is a [farming] resurgence coming, but 
everybody like us has to go back and learn how peo-
ple did things in the past,” Leslie said. “We all have 
some roots to farming, you just have to figure out 
how far back it goes.” 

As the larger parcels of land once used for agri-
culture diminish in Harris County, smaller acreage 
production and urban agriculture has become a 
common trend, Malsatzki said.

The Harris County Agrilife Extension Office offers 
two urban agriculture programs: the urban farmer 
program and the urban rancher program. 

“The urban farmer program looks at crop and veg-
etable production on the small and large scale,” Mal-
satzki said. “Now that we’re seeing more of an increase 
in the urban farm movement, as interest grows we’re 
going to try and offer each program every year.” 

Conserving land 
As development pushes farther north and west, the 

Katy Prairie Conservancy works to preserve as much 
as possible of the historic prairie in northwest Harris 
and Waller counties for the benefits it provides both 
people and wildlife. 

The Katy Prairie was once approximately 750,000 
acres and part of a larger coastal prairie ecosystem that 
encompassed 9 million acres. The area encompasses 
part of the northwest corner of Cypress, south toward 
I-10 and west to Waller County. 

“We expect as development moves farther north and 
west and areas become developed, we will become an 
oasis of green, like Central Park is in New York,” execu-
tive director Mary Anne Piacentini said. “We have a lot 
of outreach and educational programs, but our major 
focus is protecting as much land as possible because 
that movement [of development] is north and west.” 

Today the conservancy owns 13,000 acres of land 
and about 3,000 acres in conservation easements, 
which are voluntary legal agreements between a 
landowner and an easement holder that restricts cer-
tain uses of the property and land. 

“If [property owners] donate an easement, they can 
reduce their income tax and estate tax,” Piacentini 
said. “If they sell an easement, they don’t get the tax 
benefits but they do get cash to buy other land.” 

Of the eight easements owned by the conser-
vancy, seven were donated and one was purchased. 
Seven of the eight easements continue to be used for 
agriculture, Piacentini said. 

“We still have rice in production on some proper-
ties, and some farmers who work with us grow corn, 

soybeans, and other items that provide some for-
aging for different wildlife species but also provide 
opportunities for a farmer or rancher to continue 
making a living at his or her craft,” she said.

 At Warren Ranch, aside from protecting the prop-
erty from future development, Reese said they are 
striving to be sustainable and implement modern 
practices that will help continue to produce safe agri-
cultural products in the future. 

“We want to be a role model and do things to 
encourage other remaining producers in Harris 
County to stay in business and not sell out to devel-
opers,” Reece said. “If they see what we’re doing is 
sustainable, it might interest them.”

“A lot of these big farms—
they haven’t been farming 
that land since maybe 1995. 
Most of the farming has 
moved farther west.”

—Mark Kidd, Sr., M Kidd Properties
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com
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Serving Katy & West Houston Since 1945

Personalized Funerals & Memorial Services
Burial • Cremation • Pre-Planning Services

After several months of planning and construction, we are putting the finishing touches 
on our new Grand Parkway location. This state-of-the-art facility will continue a 70-year 

reputation as the premier provider of personalized funerals and memorial services for Katy 
and West Houston families. We hope you will attend one of our upcoming Open House 

tours to see all the special features that make our new Grand Parkway location so unique.

Funeral Home
Serving Katy and West Houston Since 1945(281) 391-2424 

www.SchmidtFuneralHome.net
1508 East Avenue, Katy, Texas 77493 

1344 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy, Texas 77494 (Coming Soon)

Opening soon to serve Katy and West Houston’s growing community

Finishing Touches

willowcreektexas.com

I-10W exit Pederson Rd 
and go left on Pederson Rd.

P
ed

erso
n

 R
d     Kingsland Blvd.

PULTE &
WESTIN HOMES

from the  $208s

Welcome home!
Willow Creek Farms is a gorgeous 
community offering quiet country charm and 
natural beauty with close proximity to everything 
Katy has to offer. Located in the highly acclaimed 
Katy ISD with easy access to the Grand Parkway, 
you’ll love our lush walking trails and parks,  
full recreation center, olympic style pool,  
and splash pad. One visit and you’ll 
absolutely cherish living
in Willow Creek Farms.

sigtheater.com billiardfactory.com

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

12740 S Kirkwood
stafford, tX 77477
281-494-4567

Labor Day Sale 
Enabling All Families & Friends to Share Priceless Times Together, 

One Game Room at a Time.
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number of 75-plus [years of age] 
households is in the 3-4 percent 
range in Texas. Nationally it’s 
about 2 percent,” McGraw said. 
“There are also lower barriers to 
entry [in Texas], which makes it 
attractive to developers.”  

Construction boom
On July 30 Stream Realty 

Partners received approval 
to build a 10-acre, 150-unit 
55-and-older adult living com-
munity on Cinco Ranch Bou-
levard near Falcon Landing. 
The residential project marks 
the first active adult lifestyle 
housing concept for the com-
pany, which until now has 
focused on large-scale com-
mercial property management 
in the area. 

Iggy Grillo, vice president 
of development for Stream, is 
spearheading the project. He 
said the shift toward active 
adult communities has grown 
as equity companies are look-
ing to invest in facilities that 
cater to the aging baby boomer 
population and the growing 
number of people caring for 
elderly parents. 

“As a 55-plus provider, it’s 
not very often people hate 
what you’re doing,” Grillo 
said. “[Homeowners associa-
tions] don’t like multifamily 
going up [in their neighbor-
hood], but I think [residents 
say] instead of getting rid of 
older people, let’s keep them 
in the community.” 

NIC data shows the Katy area 
has seen a 144 percent jump in 
the number of assisted living 
and nursing home units over 
the last five years. 

McGraw said the national 
occupancy rate for adult living 
facilities is around 90 percent. 
In Katy that number is closer 
to 75 percent. 

“There is a little more 
vacancy on average because 
there is a lot of supply entering 
the market,” he said. 

Continuum of care
The active adult lifestyle con-

cept is less service-based than 
traditional assisted living or 
specialized care facilities.

Senior living
Continued from | 1

“We are active adult living—
we do not offer meals or med-
icine,” Grillo said. “We offer 
a full social calendar paid 
for by the property—things 
like workout classes, cooking 
classes and happy hours at the 
wine bar. We’re for people who 
are active and engaged.” 

A step beyond active living is 
an all-inclusive resort-style facil-
ity such as the Oak Park Retire-
ment Community that broke 
ground July 30. The 130-unit 
project is the fourth in Texas 
from Lincoln, Nebraska-based 
Resort Lifestyle Communities. 

“We know there’s a real 
need in Katy [for adult living 
facilities],” RLC marketing 
director Kelly Jo Hinrichs 
said at the ground breaking. 
“What we do is working, and 
we know we can do it at an 
affordable price.” 

The resort-style concept 
is a one-price package that 
includes meals and limited 
medical care contracted out 
through third-party vendors. 
Hinrichs said the community 
offers an emergency call sys-
tem and the ability to travel 
and stay at other facilities 

owned by the company. 
The next level of care is 

assisted living, which offers 
on-site medical care and 
housekeeping services. Facil-
ities such as The Orchard, 
which opened in June, com-
bine assisted living with mem-
ory care. There are more than 
a dozen assisted living and 
memory care facilities operat-
ing in the Katy area. 

“On average, asking rent is 
about $3,500 per month [at 
assisted living and nursing care 
facilities],” McGraw said.

Medicare surveys have 

shown caregivers spend more 
than 30 hours per week pro-
viding care at home and home 
health care costs are largely 
paid out of pocket.

“It’s about peace of mind,” 
Hinrichs said. “We believe 
[offering a month-to-month 
facility with no lease terms] 
makes us work harder to keep 
our residents.”
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Growth in the Katy area 

includes an increase 

in adult liv
ing facilitie

s. 

Nationwide providers are 

entering the Katy market  

to meet th
e needs of  

active older adults as  

well as elderly residents.

Designed by Mary-Ann Zykin
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Who pays?

New facilities Resources

Glossary

Stream Cinco Ranch

Type of facility: active adult 
lifestyle

Three-story building, elevators, 
attached garages, patios

150 units • 1- and 2-bedroom

Monthly cost: $1,175-$1,995

Scheduled to break ground at 
Cinco Ranch Boulevard near 
Falcon Landing

Oak Park Retirement  

Community 

Type of facility: resort-style

Three-story building, full kitchens 
in suites, patios, some garages

130 units • studio to 3-bedroom

Monthly cost: $2,500-$4,400

1921 S. Mason Road, Katy 
281-698-3939 
www.rlcommunities.com

The Orchard

Type of facility: combined care

One-story facility, pet-friendly,   
walking paths and dog park

57 assisted living and 40 
memory care units

Monthly cost: varies by service
24802 Kingsland Blvd., Katy • 281-371-3000 

http://theorchardkaty.com

Median annual cost of a private 
room in an assisted living facility 

Median annual cost of a 
private room in a nursing home

$

43,200

$

91,250

Median  
hourly rates 

Non-Medicare  
home health aid

$

20 
Adult 

day care 
$

69

46 percent of family  
caregivers spend more  
than $5,000 per year and  
30 hours per week on caregiving

Households 
    28 percent

Federal government 
    26 percent

Private business 
    21 percent

State and local government 
    17 percent

Other private revenue 
    7 percent

Annual Medicare spending  
per enrollee in Texas

$

11,479

Nationally in 2014 

$1 trillion 

Private insurance 
premiums

$343.8 billion

Out-of-pocket costs

$616.8 billion 
Medicare spending

Medicare spending is projected to grow 
7.3 percent annually from 2016 through 2024

Medicare dates to 

remember

Prior to Oct. 15 
Review Medicare plans, 
costs and changes

Oct. 15-Dec. 7 
Add or make changes to 
coverage

Jan. 1 
New coverage begins

Active adult lifestyle

These 55-and-older 
communities have social 
activities and community 
spaces but no meal or 
medical services.

Adult resort-style 

housing

All-inclusive meal and 
housekeeping services 
are similar to resorts.

Assisted living

A wide range of services 
are offered—from medical 
to housekeeping—with 
tiered pricing levels.

Nursing home

Round the clock medical 
care is provided along 
with activities and meal 
service.

Memory care

Specialized care centers 
for people with dementia 
or Alzheimer’s disease 
provide entrance and exit 
security measures for 
resident safety.

Fort Bend County Senior 
Citizens Inc.
281-633-2162 
www.fortbendseniors.org

Harris County Area  
Agency on Aging
832-393-4301
www.houstontx.gov/ 
health/aging

Harris County Housing 
Resource Center
713-578-2055 
www.hrc.hctx.net

Waller County Senior 
Citizens Inc.
281-822-4240

Sources: Genworth Financial 2015 Cost of Care Survey, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services/Community Impact Newspaper

With the rise in health care costs, 
would you consider moving to a 
retirement community?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/kty-poll
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Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Average price of homes sold  July 2014 vs.  July 2015
Market Data
On the market  (July 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 33/26 3/16 6/31 1/14

$150,000–$199,999 – 104/30 21/30 16/28 5/5

$200,000–$299,999 – 64/57 64/37 71/73 130/42

$300,000–$399,999 14/55 1/40 47/54 38/98 252/70

$400,000–$499,999 12/32 1/60 22/49 31/110 179/70

$500,000–$599,999 1/152 – 23/67 8/41 92/80

$600,000–$799,999 3/52 1/387 14/51 9/49 65/79

$800,000–$999,999 8/76 – 3/42 2/72 16/146

$1 million + 5/210 – 13/65 3/97 17/174  

REAL ESTATE

The Falls at Green Meadows is a new 
master-planned community in the city of 
Katy. Located across from Katy City Park, 
the community features a central water 
feature at the entrance and a community 
recreation center with a swimming pool, 
playground and access to walking trails. 
Several one- and two-story home layouts 
are available from Lennar and Meritage 
Homes. Village Builders and Gehan Homes 
are preselling homes in the community. 

Falls at Green Meadows, 77493

5806 Green Meadows Lane $367,402

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,912 sq. ft.
Agent: Patrick McGrath
Meritage Homes Realty  281-794-9251

5803 Green Meadows Lane $444,987

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,566 sq. ft.
Agent: Patrick McGrath
Meritage Homes Realty  281-794-9251

5826 Green Meadows Lane $373,642

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,531 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve Cline
Lennar Homes/Village Builders 832-630-1581

2110 Summer Gardens Lane $350,856

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,054 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve Cline
Lennar Homes/Village Builders 832-630-1581

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 8/3/15

Build-out year: in progress

Builders include: Lennar Homes, Meritage 
Homes, Village Builders 

Square footage: 2,753–4,117

Home values: $333,212–$459,316

HOA dues (estimated): $869 annually 

Amenities: Recreation center, pool, lakes, 
walking and jogging trails, playground

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.526600 
Harris County  0.417310 
Harris County Flood Control  0.027360 
Port of Houston Authority  0.015310 
Harris County Hospital District  0.170000 
Harris County Education Dept.  0.005999 
City of Katy  0.546720

Total (per $100 value) 2.709299

27

Homes on 
the market*

$10,539

Median annual 
property taxes

$388,997

Median 
home value

179

Average days on 
the market*

7

Homes under 
contract*

$113.97

Median price 
per square foot

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

10

6

1093

529

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

-17%

+12%

-5%

+16%

+7%

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy



Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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RIGHT NOW,  
Cross Creek kids can walk to school.

ACCLAIMED
KATY ISD 
& LAMAR CISD

ON-SITE
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Served by two exceptional, award-winning districts with two high schools, five middle schools and two  

elementary schools – one of which is on-site – Cross Creek Ranch adds up to one extraordinary community. 

Find the educational opportunities you want right now in Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

WALK &  
BIKE TO
 SCHOOL

Cross creek rancH

In FULSHEAR at FM1463 and FM1093
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