
Renovations and facilities underway as residents purchase portions of $748 million debt package
By Jocelyn Kerr

From the new stadium to five new schools, the 
majority of the projects approved under the 2014 bond 
package are beginning construction this year. The first 
of the bonds were sold to investors in February, and 
Katy residents were given priority in purchasing them.

At a June 2 roundtable meeting Superintendent Alton 

Frailey said most projects are proceeding as scheduled, 
with a few delays due to heavy rains in May and June. 
The start date for construction on the district’s new sta-
dium has been moved to sometime this fall. 

“We’re clearing land as soon as it dries out, but work 
is behind [schedule] because of the rain,” Frailey said.

The $58 million Rhodes Stadium site complex at 

1733 Fort Bend Road was initially scheduled to begin 
construction in June.

Five of the six new schools began construction 
between February and May. The remaining elementary 
school is slated to begin construction in 2017, accord-
ing to KISD bond package records. 

See Bond | 34

International residents lead to demographics shift

Newly constructed houses of 
worship reflect area diversity

Hindu residents celebrated their new temple with music, prayer and a short pilgrimage. 

By Fares Sabawi
As the Greater Katy area grows more 

diverse, so does its houses of worship. 
The area’s first Hindu temple and a 
mosque both opened their doors in June. 

In addition, Iglesia Faro de Luz, under 
construction at 4900 Greenhouse Road, 

will be a primarily Hispanic-serving 
Christian church that is expected to be 
complete by the end of this year, accord-
ing to pastor Jose Recinos.

According to 2000 census data, 
approximately 29.9 percent of Greater 

See Diversity | 37
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A major expansion to the Agricultural 
Sciences Center will add a pavilion to host the 
district’s annual livestock and rodeo show.

Five new schools, including two junior high 
schools, three elementary schools and one 
high school are planned for the district.

The largest comprehensive renovation is 
Memorial Parkway Junior High School, which 
has not seen major upgrades since 1982.
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TowneLakeTexas.com | 281.256.2772

SOAK UP SOME FUN IN THE SUN ON TOWNE LAKE’S BEACH.
Boat to the beach, build sand castles, take a dip in the lake and more.

Plus, with its ideal location right next to the Waterpark, you’ll have easy 

access to the Lazy River, Splash Pad and Slide Tower.

Suit up for excitement at Towne Lake!

CaldwellCos.com | 713.690.0000

Lakeside living you’re shore to love.

067-832 CommImpact Ad July 9.1837x11.25 MECH.indd   1 7/6/15   5:08 PM
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Only in Texas.

The Lone Star State is known for its independent spirit 

and pioneering culture. So is Texas Children’s Hospital. As

one of the top four hospitals in the nation for children’s care,

we’ve spent six decades conducting and providing the most

innovative research and treatments in pediatric medicine,

pushing boundaries and exploring new territory. We’re 

keeping the frontier right here in Houston, where you’ll find

extraordinary care whenever you need it.

©2015 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC490_060215

WC490_ad_WC_USNews_ChristysGirls_CIN_Layout 1  6/2/15  4:47 PM  Page 1
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*Buyer’s offer: Free electricity offer available from participating builders only.  Offer is provided by participating builders and is not affiliated with Bridgeland Development, LP.  Offer good on Bridgeland approved builder contracts written from July 1-31, 2015. Offer 
may vary per participating builder and will be given as a discount at closing. Offer valid on both inventory homes and new builds.  No purchase necessary to enter or win $1,000 VISA Gift Card. Participants may increase their chance of winning by touring multiple 

homes. Winner selected randomly. Home tour maps can be obtained on bridgeland.com or at the Welcome Center.  The drawing for the $1,000 Visa gift card will be held on August 3.

®

Katy ISD UIL
SPORTS PHYSICALS

$1900
Call for appointments

A part of UTHealth www.UTPhysicians.com

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Katy, Texas 77494

713-486-5300

UT Physicians Pediatric Center
at Cinco Ranch

10450 Spring Green Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77494

713-486-5870

July Special

Two locations to choose from

or
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

Would you invest in Katy ISD bonds?

  Yes, I invested in 2014 bonds.

  Yes, if I had extra money to invest.

  I would need more information to decide. 

  No, I do not generally support bond measures.

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

FROM THE EDITOR
The summer heat is 

upon us, which means 
vacation season is in 
full swing. 

To get in the spirit, we 
put together a Bucket List 
on Page 33 featuring fam-
ily-friendly local activities 
either in Katy or a short 
drive from the area. 

For those brave 
enough to face the heat, 

we compiled a Trail Guide on Page 31 to help you 
plan short family outings or early morning or eve-
ning bike rides. 

Katy ISD has not taken much of a break this 
summer. The district now has five new schools under 
construction, and designs are coming together for 
more construction and renovation projects that will 

begin throughout the rest of the year. 
Our bonds cover story takes a look at where the 2014 

bond funds are going and how they will be repaid. 
This month we also reported on the growing 

diversity in the Greater Katy area and how some 
new houses of worship are meeting the needs of the 
area’s changing demographics. 

If you see members of our team around town this 
month, be sure to stop us and say hello. As always, 
we look forward to hearing from you and reading 
your comments. 
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Be seen!
Get your social media photos published in Community 
Impact Newspaper by taking part in our activities listed 
in our Katy Bucket List on Page 33. Tag your photos on 
Twitter, Instagram and Facebook with #KTYBucketList and 
your photo could be seen in a future edition.

Katy residents were given first priority when the first round 
of the 2014 series bonds were issued in February. Individual 
residents purchased as much as $20,000 in bonds through 
investment brokerages, including Fidelity and Edward Jones.

Schedule your appointment online or to learn more about all of our 
urgent care and emergency care locations, visit
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9  OfficeMakers opened its new 
showroom in July at 1005 Katyland 
Drive, Katy. The store sells office 
furniture, including chairs, cubicles, 
desks and tables as well as filing and 
storage cabinets. 281-574-3800.  
www.officemakers.com

10  The Orchard opened June 23 at 
24802 Kingsland Blvd., Katy. The 
69,000-square-foot assisted living 
center provides personalized care to fit 
each resident’s needs. 281-371-3000.  
www.theorchardkaty.com  

11  Schmidt Funeral Home will open 
a new location at 1344 W. Grand 
Parkway S., Katy in early August. 
Schmidt Funeral Home offers funeral 
services, including, pre-planning, 
obituaries and grief support. The new 
location is Schmidt Funeral Home’s 
second location in the Katy area.  
281-391-2424.  
www.schmidtfuneralhome.net

12  Snap Kitchen opened its second 
Katy location July 11 at 19355 I-10,  
Ste. 200. The restaurant serves 
handcrafted food that is nutritious 
and freshly made. Snap Kitchen uses 
local, organic ingredients. 
832-803-1571. www.snapkitchen.com

13  Woodlands Elite Cheer Company 
opened June 26 at 24940 Katy 
Ranch Road, Katy. The staff offers 
competitive cheering and tumbling 
courses ranging from beginner to elite 
classes. Woodlands Elite also offers 
“tiny” tumbling for children ages 3-4.  
281-395-9235.  
www.woodlandselite.com

Coming Soon

14  Camp Bow Wow will open in 
mid-August at 1515 Vander Wilt 
Lane, Bldg. 5, Katy. Owners can board 
their pets long-term or leave their 
dogs at the facility for day care. The 
8,700-square-foot lot has an indoor 
and outdoor playground for pets. 
281-849-3647. 
www.campbowwow.com

15  Children’s Lighthouse Learning 
Center will open this fall at 5740  
FM 1463, Fulshear. The family-owned 
business provides a safe and fun 
environment for children as they are 
taught academic and social skills.  
281-394-9696.  
www.childrenslighthouse.com/
crosscreekranch

Now Open

1  Adjust Katy Chiropractic 
Wellness Center opened June 15 at 
21820 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 101 B, Katy. 
The chiropractic clinic offers monthly 
specials to help prevent and treat spinal 
problems while encouraging a healthy 
and active lifestyle. 281-574-8826. 
www.adjustkaty.com

2  Brixton Pet Health opened in June 
at 4611 FM 1463, Bldg B, Katy. The 
new 14,000-square-foot facility offers 
veterinary care, including screenings 
and surgeries. The business also 
provides pet day care, boarding and 
grooming services. 832-913-3200.  
www.brixtonpet.com 

3  Cammarata Pediatric Dentistry 
opened July 24 at 11525 S. Fry Road, 
Ste. 107, Fulshear. The new location 
is the second  for the Houston-based 
dental group, which provides pediatric 
dental services. 832-913-6353.  
www.kids-teeth.com

4  Cinco Ranch Barber Shop 
opened in May in Sola Salons at 23930 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 120, Studio 
13, Katy. Second-generation barber 
Stephanie Hasselbring offers haircuts 
and traditional straight razor shaves 
by appointment only. 281-682-8374. 
cincoranchbarbershop@yahoo.com

5  CitrusBlue opened June 29 at  
1315 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 114, 
Katy. The store packages healthy 
meals that are ready to eat, using 
ingredients that are locally sourced 
as much as possible. CitrusBlue also 
has a retail section for customers to 
buy refrigerated meals. Customers can 
pick up their meals from the store, or 
have food delivered. 832-437-2229.  
www.thecitrusblue.com

6  CrossFit Hippo opened in June 
at 1507 Ricefield Drive, Ste. 216, 
Houston. CrossFit Hippo trainers 
host CrossFit classes for beginners 
and athletes with the goal of helping 

participants get in shape and 
improving individual strength and 
endurance levels. 281-206-7066.  
www.crossfithippo.com

7  Katy Pain Specialists opened  
July 10 at 24608 Kingsland Blvd. 
Rather than masking pain with 
prescriptions, Katy Pain Specialists 
staff treats chronic back, limb and 
joint problems with a comprehensive 
regimen that includes therapy, 
injections and other minimally 
invasive procedures.  
281-665-8552. www.katypain.com

8  Mama Mia Pizza and Ristorante 
opened May 25 at 23144-C Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. The restaurant, 
which is run by chef Michael Cortez, 
serves authentic Italian cuisine. The 
restaurant’s specialty is hand-tossed 
pizza made from scratch that is fired 
in a stone oven. 281-712-2222.  
www.mamamiakaty.com

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Compiled by Fares Sabawi
News or questions about Katy? 

Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com
16  Evergreen Cottages will hold a 
ground breaking Aug. 6 for a new 
location at 21905 Provincial Blvd., 
Katy. The assisted living center 
provides care for senior citizens in 
a relaxing environment and should 
be ready in early 2016. Evergreen 
Cottages is specifically designed for 
people with dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease. 832-321-5957.  
www.evergreencottages.com

17  Proud Pie will open this fall at 
3522 S. Mason Road, Ste. 300, Katy. 
Proud Pie serves sandwiches and 
salads during lunch and dinner, but 
the coffee shop specializes in its brews 
and artisan-made pies. Twelve pies 
are served year-round, and different 
seasonal pies are served throughout the 
year. www.proudpie.com

18  The WellPet Center Veterinary 
Hospital is building a new 
freestanding location at 5910 FM 1463, 
Fulshear. The WellPet Center staff 
will continue to provide veterinary 
services, but the new location will 
allow the hospital to provide boarding 
and grooming services as well. 
Construction is slated for completion 
in the fall. 281-394-2355.  
www.thewellpetcenter.com

Relocations

19  Kaia FIT Katy relocated May 4 
to 418 S. Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy. 
Kaia FIT Katy offers fitness programs 
catered to women. Although training 
occurs in a group setting, Kaia FIT 
Katy develops custom training 
routines for each person.  
281-232-7170. www.kaiafitkaty.com

 20  Tuesday Morning relocated 
from 8201 W. Broadway St., Pearland 
to 24427 I-10, Katy, on June 19. 
The national retailer sells home 

furnishings, appliances and gifts. 
In addition to home decor, Tuesday 
Morning also sells pet accessories and 
gourmet food. 281-412-0882.  
www.tuesdaymorning.com

Expansions

21  Aristoi Classical Academy, 
located at 5618 11th St., Katy, is 
expanding to include additional 
first, second, sixth and eighth grade 
classes this upcoming school year. The 
classical charter school will also offer 
a 10th-grade curriculum for the first 
time. Aristoi Classical Academy will 
add 11th grade in the 2016-17 school 
year, paving the way for 12th grade 
and the first graduating class of the 
school in the 2017-18 school year. 
281-391-5003. www.aristoiclassical.org

22  Flodder Financial Center broke 
ground on a new financial center 
at 2770 and 2780 FM 1463, Katy 
in June. Construction is currently 
underway on the 21,000-square-foot 
complex, which will also have room 
for other retail and office tenants 
and should be complete in 2016. The 
Flodder Financial Group provides 
wealth management for oil industry 
executives and professionals. 
www.FlodderFinancial.com

Anniversaries

23  The Dancer’s Closet has been 
in business for one year, selling 
dancewear and shoes at the Villagio 
Town Center, 22764 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 620, Katy. Cheerleading 
and gymnastics apparel and items 
are also sold in the shop. Pointe shoe 
fittings are available by appointment. 
281-693-2248.  
www.thedancersclosetkaty.com

24  Giggles and Fun, an indoor 
play space and party center for kids 
age 6 and under celebrated its first 
anniversary this summer. Located 
at 20117 Park Row Drive, Katy, the 
center is open for play days, and events 
are held Tuesday–Friday. Giggles and 
Fun features play equipment, toys and 
imaginative play activities like dress-
up. Private events and parties can be 
scheduled on Saturdays and Sundays. 
281-492-2000.  
www.gigglesandfun.com 

25  Innovative Sports Medicine, 
located in The Athletic Performance 
Lab at 481 S. Katy Fort Bend Road, 
Ste. 210, Katy, celebrated its first 
anniversary in late June. The facility 
offers chiropractic care, sports 
massage and physical therapy. The 
staff also offers pain management, 
orthopedic services and sports 
physicals. 281-394-9100. 

26  Mosquito Shield celebrated its 
first anniversary this summer. Located 
at 11511 Gaston Road, A-103, Katy,  
Mosquito Shield offers mosquito 
control for residential and commercial 
customers. Properties are sprayed 
every 10 to 17 days, depending on the 
weather and mosquito population. 
281-574-7071. www.moshield.com 

Houston-based Cammarata Pediatric Dentistry 
opens its first location in Katy on July 24.
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Stephanie Hasselbring offers straight-razor 
shaves at Cinco Ranch Barber Shop.
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The Orchard hosted a senior appreciation 
dinner at its June 23 grand opening.
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Leading medicine starts 
with houston methodist 
primary care.
At Houston Methodist West, your family’s well-being is at the center of  

all we do. From simple checkups to more complex concerns, our  

board-certified physicians provide the compassionate care you need,  

as well as access to our leading network of world-class specialists.

For an appointment, call 832.522.5522.

Many practices offer:

• Same-day access

• Convenient locations

• After-hours access
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Yarntopia
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Owner Sheryl Means hosts weekly knitting groups with Maggie, Yarntopia’s resident rescue dog. 

Small stuffed sheep accent displays and dot 
Yarntopia’s shelves.

When the shop relaunches in August, it will 
feature vignette displays of luxury yarns.

Each season Means asks local knitters to 
provide project samples for display.

Yarntopia specializes in all-natural, unusual 
yarns that are not readily available elsewhere. 
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Yarntopia
Shop weaves a knitting community

S heryl Means learned to knit and 
crochet as a way to earn a Girl 
Scouts badge when she was 8. 

It was not until she was expecting her 
first grandchild many years later that 
she decided to take up crochet again to 
make baby clothes and gifts. 

“That’s the motivation for a lot 
of people—the first child or first 
grandchildren. About 13 years ago 
a lot of celebrities started [knitting] 
and suddenly everyone was knitting,” 
Means said. 

Around the same time she was 
meeting with a social knitting group 
near her home in Richmond and met 
a fellow knitter from Katy. The two 
opened Yarntopia at 2944 S. Mason 
Road, Ste. G, in 2006. 

Sheryl now runs the business 
herself, but she has remained focused 
on providing a welcoming homestyle 
yarn shop with comfortable chairs 
and social knitting hours. She even 
has plans to start her own line of 
hand-dyed, locally sourced yarns. 

“So much has changed in the last 
ten years in this industry because of 
the Internet,” Means said. “There’s 
a proliferation of independent yarn 
dyers … and social media and knitting 
websites totally revolutionized the pat-
tern industry. Designers can take their 
product directly to consumers and 
yarn shops have to focus on providing 

something different. I want to carry 
yarns people can’t find anywhere else.” 

With a limited number of yarn 
shops in the Greater Houston area, 
Means said she sees a lot of knitters 
who drive in from an hour away or 
more to stock up on yarn. 

“I came up with branding for [these 
customers]—‘Yarntopia, it’s worth the 
drive’,” she said. “I know [commuting 
customers] may come only once a 
month, but I want them to find some-
thing special when they’re here.” 

Means is talking with fiber arts 
groups and Texas livestock farmers to 
produce 100 percent Texas yarn made 
from Texas sheep and goats. She said 
locally produced yarns have become 
a popular specialty item, not just for 
locals but for the worldwide commu-
nity of knitters who want to support 
local artisan yarn producers. 

This fall Yarntopia will be moving 
two doors down to a smaller location 
so Means can focus on stocking a 
smaller amount of specialty yarns and 
put more emphasis on social knitting 
events and community activities. She 
also provides private knitting lessons.

“I like to say we’re a lot like [the 
TV show] ‘Cheers.’ I’ve seen complete 
strangers become lifelong friends 
[through Yarntopia’s social knitting 
groups], and that’s a pretty cool thing 
to say about your business,” she said. 

BUSINESS

2944 S. Mason Road, Ste. G
281-392-2386, www.yarndreams.com
Hours: Mon.–Wed. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.,  
Thu. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m.

By Jocelyn Kerr

Types of yarn

Yarn origins

Stitching groups

different 
weights6

Mohair • silk • cotton
linen • yak

Japan • Tibet • Australia 
New Zealand • England • Italy 

 Turkey • United States

4 social stitching groups: 
Tuesday morning from 10 a.m.  

to noon, Thursday from  
10 a.m. to noon and 5-8 p.m. and 

Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
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Visit  CaneIsland.com  to  learn more about  this  extraordinary  community  and s ign up for  our  interest  l is t .

katy isd  •   homes from the high $200s to over $1  million  •   a  r ise  community
coventry  •   david  weekley  •   perry  •   ryland  •   shea  •   toll  brothers  •   trendmaker

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, 
to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. 

Your wish for 
extraordinary living 
has come true.

Expect  the unexpected .

CANCO-107 July CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 7/10/15   10:28 AM

281-829-0444
TexasMesquitegrill.com 

20095 Katy Freeway

brunchbrunchbrunchbrunchbrunchbrunchbrunch
Sunday

Join us every sunday from 10am–1pm 
For our Brunch featured items

15330_BrunchTT.indd   1

12/24/14   12:06 PM

15330_BrunchTT.indd   1

12/24/14   12:06 PM

15330_BrunchTT.indd   1

12/24/14   12:06 PM

WEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSPRIME RIB SPECIAL

THURSDAYSTHURSDAYSTHURSDAYSTHURSDAYSFAJITA NIGHT

Pecan smoked prime rib 
served with garlic mashed 

potatoes, grilled asparagus, 
and horseradish sauce

***Available while supplies last

Dine in or to go

12 oz. - $19.95
16 oz - $25.95

Beef & Chicken
$20.95

All Beef 
$23.50

Mesquite grilled beef and 
chicken fajitas for two with 

all the fixins.

max value $10 with purchase of 2 beverages. not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 8/26/15

Buy one entree get one free
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Chuckwagon BBQ  
and Burgers

Corbitt Rd.

1463

The Chuckwagon bacon cheeseburger, a customer favorite, is served with a side. ($10.99)

From left: Rune Jonsvoll, Shai Cruz, and 
Cathy and John Reyna run Chuckwagon.

Sausage, ribs and brisket are just a few of 
the meats served at the restaurant.

The loaded baked potato can be ordered 
with the customer’s meat of choice. ($8.99) 
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Chuckwagon BBQ  
and Burgers
Eatery provides Old West atmosphere

R une Jonsvoll and his family 
are confident their barbecue 
may be the best in Katy—and 

they’ve got the awards to back it up. 
After more than a decade of com-

peting and placing in barbecue cook-
offs at the Wharton County Youth 
Fair, Jonsvoll opened Chuckwagon 
BBQ and Burgers at 4031 FM 1463, 
Ste. 50, in March 2014.

“It just so happened [work] was 
slow with my brother-in-law, and a 
restaurant was something we wanted 
to venture into,” Jonsvoll said.

The family-owned restaurant has 
an Old West theme appropriate for 
barbecue, Jonsvoll said. Not only 
is there a mural of a chuck wagon 
that leads into the entrance of the 
kitchen, but customers can dine in 
custom-made chuck wagon booths.

“I think the atmosphere [sets the 
restaurant apart],” Jonsvoll said. 
“All the tables and booths were 
made by us. We really put our souls 
into [the business].”

Jonsvoll balances owning a restau-
rant with a full-time job as a project 
manager in the oil and gas industry 
so his family operates the place most 
of the day, he said.

Chuckwagon’s barbecue is grilled 
in a pit that is powered by gas but also 
contains a wood-burning chamber to 
add a smoky flavor, Jonsvoll said.

“The way we cook [meat] makes it 
easier to keep it even and more con-
sistent,” he said. “I think we cook the 
meat better than our competition.”

A popular dish among Chuck-
wagon customers is the loaded baked 
potato, Jonsvoll said.

“We make it with [the customer’s] 
choice of meat and butter, cheese, 
chives, sour cream and bacon,” he said. 
“My personal favorite is pulled pork.”

Barbecue is not the only menu 
selection that gets praise at Chuck-
wagon, Jonsvoll said. The burgers 
do, too.

“We’ve heard really good feedback 
about our burgers,” Jonsvoll said. 
“We’ve seen business picking up with 
our burgers.”

The Chuckwagon bacon cheese-
burger is a customer favorite, Jonsvoll 
said. The dish is served with any of 
Chuckwagon’s Southern-style sides, 
which include fried okra, cole slaw 
and fried pickles. 

The restaurant also sells party 
packs for groups of up to 50 people. 
Large party orders are more frequent 
in the summer, Jonsvoll said.

“People have block parties or fami-
lies visiting in the summer,” he said.

Running a restaurant takes  
work, Jonsvoll said, but he looks at  
it as more than that.

“A restaurant is more of a lifestyle 
than a hobby or a job,” he said. “It’s a 
big commitment.”

Jonsvoll said the restaurant already 
has dedicated regulars, but he likes to 
hear from his new customers, too.

“We have a lot of regulars and new 
people that tell us they will come back, 
so business is picking up,” Jonsvoll said.

DINING

4031 FM 1463, Ste. 50, Katy
281-394-7784
www.chuckwagonbbqburgers.com 
Hours: Sun.-Mon. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Tue.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 

By Fares Sabawi

CUSTOMER
• Chuckwagon bacon cheeseburger 

and one side, $10.99
• Loaded baked potato, $8.99
• Fried okra, $1.99

Chuckwagon offers four different 
party packs for groups of 4, 10, 20 
and 50 people. Party packs come with 
meat, sides, BBQ sauce and bread 

FAVORITES

GOT A PARTY?

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME KATY’S TOP PRODUCING 

AGENT 4 YEARS IN A ROW!

TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE 5 STAR REALTOR
4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

* out of 262 clients surveyed

Follow the Jamie McMartin Group

281.961.5161 | 3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com | Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com
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NOW OPEN

A D V A N C E  Y O U R  C A R E E R  W I T H  U S .  C A L L  1 . 8 6 6 . 4 4 1 . 4 5 6 7 .

24-hr ER

Primary Care

IMAGING SERVICES

Physical Therapy

TRUSTED
CARE FROM

TRUSTED NEIGHBORS
Now you can access a network of comprehensive care

at Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center.

With primary care physicians, a 24-hour ER, advanced
imaging – including ultrasound, X-ray and CT scan –

and more, we’re revolutionizing the concept of accessible
care. It’s convenience without compromise.

Located at the northeast corner of the Grand Parkway
and Westpark Tollway.

22430 Grand Corner Dr.
Katy, TX 77494

713.222.CARE • memorialhermann.org

Providing the full spectrum of care.

Open Monday to Saturday
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Appointments available
24-hour ER

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

• No Travel: All games played 
locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning October 10

For more info or to sign up go to 
www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign Up Early & Save $5
Sign Ups End September 22

• Very Affordable  • Two Payment Plan Available

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!
Fun•Fair•Positive SoccerFun•Fair•Positive Soccer
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Project update

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Fares Sabawi

99
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TOLL

10

10

1463

1463

1093

99

90
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ea

r R
d.

1   Morton Ranch Road widening
Rain delays set the July completion date back for the widening of Morton Ranch Road 
from Katy Hockley Cut Off to Porter roads. Construction is more than 70 percent 
complete. The completion date has been pushed back to the first week of August.

Timeline: October 2014–August 2015
Cost: $5.6 million
Funding Sources: Harris County Precinct 3, Metropolitan Transit Authority of  
Harris County

2   Morton Road Expansion
Morton Road from Katy Hockley Cut-Off 
westward to Pitts Road will undergo 
improvements in two phases. The two-
lane road will become four 12-foot lanes 
with a 5-foot concrete sidewalk on the 
south side. 

Timeline: fall 2015
Cost: $10.4 million
Funding Sources: city of Katy

3   Cane Island Overpass
Construction of the Cane Island overpass 
is 65 percent complete. The project 
includes westbound and eastbound 
entrance and exit ramps at I-10. The 
project should be complete by October.

Timeline: July 2014-October 2015
Cost: $10.74 million
Funding Sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation, federal funding
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Location. Location. Innovation.
Meritage Homes has 4 family-friendly communities in the West  

Houston area with incredibly energy-efficient ENERGY STAR® homes  

starting in the mid $200s. Plus, with beautifully designed floor plans  

and close proximity to shopping, entertainment and thoroughfares,  

you’ll love where you call home.

The potential amount of energy savings is based on a 2012 average HERS score of 65 or less.  Actual energy savings and performance of any home or any of its features may vary widely, and may be more or less than indicated savings and performance, depending 
on the personal energy consumption choices of the occupants and changes in energy provider rates and programs. Pictures and other promotional materials are representative and may depict or contain floor plans, square footages (All base square footages are 

shown as “A” elevation with masonry and may be greater or less than the base square footage based on the elevation.), elevations, options, upgrades, extra design features, decorations, floor coverings, specialty light fixtures, custom paint and 
wall coverings, window treatments (such as shutters, drapes, etc.), landscaping, pool, spa, sound and alarm systems, furnishings, appliances, and other designer/decorator features and amenities that are not included as part of the home and/
or may not be available in all communities. Home and community information is subject to change, and homes to prior sale, at any time without notice or obligation. Not an offer or solicitation to sell real property. Offers to sell real property may only 
be made and accepted at the sales center for individual Meritage Homes communities. See sales associate for details. Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2015 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved.

Bringing families home 
 for 30 years.

Want to know more? Call or visit us online.  
877-715-8720 |  meritagehomes.com/houston
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FM 1093

Westheimer Parkway

Westhpark Tollway

10

FM
 1463

Katy Freeway

1. Cardiff Ranch 
Katy • From the high $200s

2. Silver Ranch 
Katy • From the mid $200s

3. Westlake 
Katy • From the high $300s

4. Falls at Green Meadows 
Katy • Only six quick move-ins remain

RECEIVE A FREE GIFT: When you visit a Meritage community and bring this ad with you.

281-849-4130

LIVE
RECEPTIONIST
CONFERENCE

ROOMS

AFFORDABLE
CO-WORKING

SPACE

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES

FLEXIBLE 
LEASE 
TERMS

Cost: Only $35!
Lunch is included.

For Community Impact readers 
only $15!

Enter code Kimp15 at checkout 
when registering online.

www.TheHiveKaty.com/events-news

08/14/15
11:30-1:00PM
PROMOTING YOUR BUSINESS USING 
LINKED-IN

THE HIVE 
BUSINESS GROWTH 
Seminar Series
Presented by Growth Coach,  Glenn Smith

Check out what all the buzz is about.

www.TheHiveKaty.com

These hands cared for you.. .
Now let our hands care for them

We invite you to come in to take a tour of our beautiful 
community and meet our new Resident Care Director, 

Trish Grueneberg, RN, MSN. 

With an individualized care plan provided at The Solana 
Terrace Assisted Living and the Solana Gardens Memory 

Care, you know that your loved one's needs and assistance 
from our staff are always aligned.

24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494
(281) 720-7522 • www.thesolana.com
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CNG 4 America alternative fueling 
station launches in Greater Katy
By Fares Sabawi

Alternative fueling options 
increased on July 7 when  CNG 4 
America’s compressed natural gas 
station opened in Katy at 24985 I-10.

CNG 4 America president Bob 
Baldwin said the station will help 
meet demand in Greater Katy.

“The I-10 [route] has a lot of 
trucks going up and down it. Trucks 
are the main customers we have,” 
Baldwin said.

There are more than 7,200 com-
pressed natural gas vehicles in the 
state, according to the Railroad Com-
mission of Texas. 

Many trucking companies have 
converted their fleets to CNG vehicles 
because fuel prices are much more 
stable than gasoline, Baldwin said.

“We’ve priced our fuel for around 
two dollars a gallon for about all the 
time we’ve been in business,” he said. 
“We expect [stability] for a long time.”

The cost stays consistent due to 
an excess of production, said Texas 

Railroad Commissioner Ryan Sitton.
“Experts in the industry say we 

have upwards of 100 years of natural 
gas,” he said. “Our ability to utilize it 
… is changing the infrastructure of 
our country.”

CNG 4 America’s station gives 
owners more freedom to choose 
alternative fuel vehicles, said Lance 
LaCour, president of the Katy Area 
Economic Development Council. 

“This new facility is a fantastic 
addition to the energy options that 
businesses and residents have in the 
Katy area,” LaCour said.

 The new fueling center is a part of 
the company’s plan to build more sta-
tions on trucking routes, Baldwin said. 

“We want to go along routes where 
truckers ask us to go,” Baldwin said. 
“The first [route was getting from] 
Houston to New Orleans and back.”

Baldwin said a station is slated for 
development in Lafayette, Louisi-
ana. He also said there are plans to 
expand beyond that route, going 

through Mobile, Alabama and into 
Florida.

The company plans to build addi-
tional stations along a route from 
Denver to St. Louis, Baldwin said.

“We’ve already got a station we’re 
going to be building in Colorado,”  
he said. 

Baldwin said the next CNG 4 
America station to open will be in 
Austin as early as October.

TRANSPORTATION

CNG 4 America’s gas station has state-of-the-art pumps that refuel trucks faster.

CNG 4 America
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24985 I-10, Katy
281-395-0515
www.cng4america.com
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“With pesos on  hand, we were able 
to grab a cab and  hit the beach.”

1260077_15362 

9.1837 x 5.5416 

4C

Outside of the U.S., Wells Fargo does not have offices that provide services to retail or small business customers. For assistance with personal accounts when traveling internationally,  
find the number to call from outside the U.S. by visiting wellsfargo.com/help/international-access-codes or visit us online at wellsfargo.com/resource_center/travel.  
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1260077_15362)

Pack your wallet before  
you travel abroad.
It’s a smart idea to arrive at your foreign destination ready for fun, 
with local money in your pocket. That way,  you can easily pay for 
taxis, tips, and meals without the hassle of exchanging currency.
Foreign currency is available at your local Wells Fargo location. And, if we 
don’t have the currency you need, the store can order the currency for you 
from over 100 countries — with competitive exchange rates, updated daily.
Best of all, Wells Fargo checking and savings account holders 
aren’t charged a service fee when buying foreign currency 
(delivery charges may apply for certain currency orders), and we 
can often buy back any unused foreign currency banknotes.
Start packing!

Find a store near you that carries 
foreign currency on hand at wellsfargo.
com/foreigncurrencylocations.

wellsfargo.com
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KISD board of trustees approves 
early 2007 bonds repayment

Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market 
slated for new housing, retail 
development on Highland Knolls

By Jocelyn Kerr
Katy ISD board of trustees mem-

bers voted to approve a resolution 
to defease two outstanding bond 
debts June 22. The move enables 
the district to pay down a portion 
of its bond debt, similarly to how a 
mortgage debt is paid off early, said 
Christopher J. Smith, KISD chief 
financial officer. 

 The district will pay approxi-
mately $12 million of outstanding 
debt from the 2007-A unlimited 
tax school building bond and the 
2007-C limited tax refunding bond. 
The bonds were approved by voters 
during the 2006 election and issued 
in March and April 2007, respec-
tively. The bonds were originally set 
to mature between 2027 and 2037. 

“Over the last two fiscal years we’ve 
been able to defease about $19 million 
[in bond debt], saving taxpayers a 
little over $15 million in interest,” 
Smith said.   

By Fares Sabawi
A new Wal-Mart Neighborhood 

Market location is slated to open at 
the apartment and retail develop-
ment under construction at 20903 
Highland Knolls Drive. Wal-Mart 
Communications Director William 
Wertz confirmed the store’s location 
in a July 1 email.

Construction is already underway 
at the site, and there is no official 
opening date yet. The store will be 
approximately 40,000 square feet, 
Wertz said.

Houston-based Warwick Con-
struction is managing construction. 
The company is also building two 
retail buildings, each 10,000 square 
feet, adjacent to the future Wal-Mart 
Neighborhood Market, said Bill 
Chenel, senior project manager for 
Warwick Construction.

The retail sites are not fully 
designed yet and the company is 

BRIEFS

The current defeasance will result 
in roughly $6.5 million in interest 
savings that would have otherwise 
been paid by taxpayers over the 
course of repayment, Smith said.  

Bond debt payments are paid 
through the district’s debt service 
fund. Forty cents of the district’s tax 
rate goes toward this fund to pay 
down more than $1 billion in out-
standing debt principal and interest. 

In order for a bond debt to be 
defeased, it must be a callable bond 
and the interest rate should be lower 
than when the bond was issued. The 
2014 KISD outstanding bond debt 
summary shows the 2007 bonds were 
issued at 4.0–5.0 percent interest, 
which was higher than the interest 
rates in 2014. Rates dropped last year 
due to improved economic conditions 
and it made financial sense for the 
district to defease these bonds and 
save taxpayers interest payments, 
Smith said. 

still waiting on final project render-
ings, Chenel said. No construction 
timeline has been released, but he 
said the store could open as early as 
November.

According to Wal-Mart’s website, 
the neighborhood market concept is 
intended to serve primarily as a gro-
cery store rather than a big-box store.

Because neighborhood market 
stores offer fewer products, they are 
41,000 square feet or smaller and are 
built in more urban locations. Tradi-
tional Wal-Mart stores are generally 
larger than 100,000 square feet and 
are built on larger tracts of land.

A Wal-Mart Neighborhood 
Market opened March 4 at 24919 
Westheimer Parkway. The devel-
opment was initially met with 
resistance from residents, but resi-
dent-sponsored construction appeals 
to Katy ISD and Fort Bend County 
authorities were unsuccessful. 
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Glossary of terms

District debts

Callable bonds
Callable bonds can be redeemed 
early if interest rates have dropped 
since the bond was issued. 

Defeasance
A financing tool to refund an 
outstanding bond, in some cases 
new bonds are issued at a lower 
interest rate. 

Source: Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board/Community Impact Newspaper

Source: Katy ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

In the most recent KISD comprehensive annual 
report released Aug. 31, 2014, the district had 
in outstanding bond debts and capital assets listed at $1.7 billion. 

Texas comptroller records show 
a debt-per-student rate of in 2004 in 2014and$23,506 $17,745 

$1.193 billion 

New Wal-Mart Neighborhood 

Market location

A blueprint of Warwick 
Construction’s development 
of 20903 Highland Knolls 
Drive indicates the location of 
a planned Wal-Mart store.

Source: Warwick Construction/Community Impact Newspaper

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

www.westsidelexus.com 
12000 Katy Fwy 

Houston TX, 77079
281-558-3030

For our Katy Neighbors

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer.  

Offer expires 8/31/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t
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COMMUNITY

Nonprofits credit new strategies 
with drop in county homelessness
By Fares Sabawi

The Coalition for the Homeless of 
Houston and Harris County released 
its annual report June 10, which found 
that 4,609 people are considered home-
less in Harris and Fort Bend counties. 
The coalition estimates 28 people are 
living without shelter in the Katy area.

This year’s numbers are a 14 percent 
decrease from the population counts 
in 2014 and a 46 percent decrease 
since 2011. Coalition for the Homeless 
of Houston and Harris County CEO 
Marilyn Brown attributes the drop to 
a change in the response system.

“We began the change in early 
2012,” Brown said. “Beginning then, 
we actually moved … towards a spe-
cific system process where an agency 
determined what it did best instead 
[of] trying to do [all the things] that 
person would need.”

Instead of one agency trying to 
help a homeless person through every 
step of the process, each organization 
plays to its strength, leaving the other 
responsibilities to other agencies, 
Brown said. This new system is known 
as The Way Home.

“The Way Home is 60-plus agen-
cies that are all sitting around the 
table for the first time really figuring 
[out] ways to help each other so that 
ultimately the client is the one who’s 
helped,” Brown said.

The system change made it easier to 
tailer individual approaches to each 
case, Brown said. 

“That way, you’re matching the 

intense resource to the person who 
needs intense services and a lighter 
touch to someone who might just need 
job retraining,” Brown said.

That same system is implemented 
on a smaller scale in the Katy area 
with Tina Hatcher’s nonprofit organi-
zation, Hope Impacts, which started 
in 2014 and is dedicated to fighting 
homelessness.

“I really have a heart for the home-
less,” Hatcher said. “The people [who] 
need to have a voice for them ... I feel 
like I can be that for them.”

Hope Impacts oversees efforts 
between different organizations in 
Katy that provide homeless services. 
Those organizations include Clothed 
by Faith, which donates clothes to 
those in need, and Christ Clinic, 
which provides free or low-cost medi-
cal care to uninsured patients.

“We help [homeless people] find 
the best medical plan for their needs, 
and we usually place [them] back into 
Christ Clinic because we’re the most 
flexible [on pricing],” said Kara Hill, 
executive director of Christ Clinic.

Coordinating the effort to fight 
homelessness leads to results, Hatcher 
said. Hope Impacts estimates 12 
people have found permanent housing 
since the organization’s inception.

“Quite frankly, between the work of 
Hope Impacts and Clothed by Faith 
and what we do here, we are literally 
saving people’s lives,” Hill said. “There 
are people alive today because of the 
services encountered in Katy.”

Get  

involved

Several nonprofit organizations in the 
Greater Katy area are coordinating 
services to combat homelessness.

people are considered 
homeless in Harris and 
Fort Bend counties.4,609

CHRIST CLINIC
5504 First St., Katy
281-391-0190
www.christclinickaty.org

CLOTHED BY FAITH
21811 I-10, Ste. D105, Katy 
281-676-8837 
www.clothedbyfaith.org

KATY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
5510 First St., Katy 
281-391-0003 • www.ktcm.org

HOPE IMPACTS
1450 W. Grand Parkway S.,  
Ste. G447, Katy
713-705-7884
www.hopeimpacts.net Sources: Coalition for the Homeless, Hope Impacts/
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Assisted Living Like
You’ve Never Seen Before!SM

A Purposeful Life
Anticipating Tomorrow

An Active Life
Enjoying Now

A Connected Life
Exploring Relationships

Have you ever thought of an assisted living community as a place for seniors 
to grow - a place for them to enjoy pursuing passions and deepening family 
relationships? 

We do, and that's what makes Legacy At Falcon Point Assisted Living Like You've 
Never Seen Before! It’s a safe place of detailed care where seniors can be social 
and stay physically and mentally active.

1520 Katy Gap Road
Katy, TX 77494

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com281-394-0628

THE RESERVE AT KATY
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!  
From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Gated, Water View Home Sites Available!

From the low $600s • (832) 326-5784

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

LUXURY | LOCATION | LIFESTYLE

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of 
the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

CINCO RANCH - SYCAMORE MEADOW
Final Opportunity!

From the low $700s • (832) 326-5784

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680
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T O G E T H E R N E S S.T O G E T H E R N E S S.T O G E T H E R N E S S.
K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F

N E W  S E C T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

With generously sized home sites, lakeside living and on-site schools, 

Firethorne’s brand new sections make the good life even better.

E X C E P T I O N A L  A M E N I T I E S 

From the sparkling lake and scenic trails to the resort-style pool

and tennis courts, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S C H O O L S

Acclaimed Katy and Lamar school districts

provide A+ education for all ages.

P R E M I E R  H O M E B U I L D E R S 

Featuring some of Houston’s most sought-after builders,

Firethorne is the ultimate place to build your dream home.

HAPPY FA MILIES
BLOSSOM HER E .
HAPPY FA MILIES
BLOSSOM HER E .
HAPPY FA MILIES

220-670 July CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 7/13/15   2:54 PM

The cost of living keeps going up. 

The cost of  your funeral
doesn’t have to.

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now 
and your cost will be locked in. Rest assured.

Elaine Eve� tt ’s
LIGHTING

*Interior & Exterior Lighting 

*Ceiling Fans

*Decorative Hardware

*Mirrors/Art 

*Accessories

9727 Spring Green Blvd. | Suite 500 | Katy, TX 77494 | 713.554.3915 | eelights.net

Tues-Sat 9am-6pm
PRESENT THIS AD for an a� itional 15% o�  

any single item. 
Offer expires 8/31/15. 

Discount cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. 

Motivation • Nutrition • Wellness

www.LJLFitness.com • 832-437-4212  • LJLFitness@yahoo.com

Lynne J. Lafferty, B.S., M.A., 
NSCA Certifi ed Strength & Conditioning 

GAIN STRENGTH • LOSE FAT • HAVE FUN • FEEL GREAT!
Come try us out! Your fi rst class is FREE! 

Women Only - Small Group Classes Available
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CITY & SCHOOL
News from the city of Katy and Katy ISD Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr and Fares Sabawi

Major renovation at Memorial Parkway 
Junior High School set to begin this fall

City of Katy expands emergency services, 
prepares to hire additional dispatchers

KATY ISD A proposed renovation 
plan for Memorial Parkway Junior 
High School was presented at the 
June 15 Katy ISD board of trustees 
meeting. Architectural firm Stantec 
and construction company Drymalla 
are working jointly on the renova-
tion, which is the largest renovation 
funded by the 2014 bond measure.

Laura Sachtleben, a senior associate 
and project director at Stantec, pre-
sented the design to the board and said 
a funding strategy would be addressed 
in October with construction begin-
ning in November. The 2014 bond 
committee allotted a finite budget of 
nearly $23.5 million for the project.

“We made a layout in this plan 
that would make the best use of this 
space,” Sachtleben said during her 
presentation to the board.

She said the new design improves 
circulation and creates six new “flex 
areas” for collaborative learning. 

The project has eight phases: Phase 

1 is set to begin in November with 
a completion date of August 2017. 
Additional time was given for this 
project because the labor force is 
smaller than it was when previous 
district projects were completed, 
Sachtleben said.

The school opened in 1982 and has 
had no major modernizations since 
then, Sachtleben said. Many of the 
facility’s mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing systems have reached the 
end of their life cycles.

Renovations include upgrading 
mechanical, electrical and plumb-
ing components as well as creating a 
new entrance on the south side of the 
building with more space for parent 
drop-off and pickup. An additional 40 
parking spaces will be added on the 
west side, and the interior will be rede-
signed to address federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act requirements and 
more efficient use of classroom and 
administration space, Sachtleben said. 

KATY Katy council members 
unanimously voted to add three new 
emergency medical dispatch posi-
tions at the City Council meeting 
June 22.

During March 2015, city of Katy 
dispatchers received 6,693 calls, 
which was 3,314 more than March 
2014, Brawner said. 

One dispatcher will be hired this 
year with the city’s current budget, 
and two will be hired when next 
year’s budget is approved, Katy Mayor 
Fabol Hughes said.

The city of Katy also expanded its 
emergency services by authorizing 
a resolution to purchase a 2.69-acre 
strip of land located along the south 

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on July 27.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Katy ISD
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on July 27 and Aug. 17.

6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
www.katyisd.org

Meetings

New fire station location

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

line of Kingsland Boulevard for a 
new fire station. The city approved 
the purchase for up to $410,117 plus 
closing costs.

The $2.5 million fire station is in 
the design phase, Hughes said. Con-
struction will begin in 60 to 90 days 
and should be complete in 2016.
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CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.com

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.com

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com

ABA and Health and Behavioral Intervention Clinic

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 
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westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Katy Freeway

S. Peek Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Westpark Tollway

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Serving 
the Katy 
Richmond 

Area

NOW HIRING 
Registered Nurses and Therapist 

Accepting adult and senior patients. 
Accepting Medicare and Private Insurance

Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 

G
rand

 Parkw
ay



Katy Edition • July 2015 21

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/kty

Texas State Technical College breaks 
ground on Rosenberg campus

Harris County engineer, budget office 
to present road bond recommendation 
to commissioners in July, August

By Connor Hyde
Texas State Technical College 

officials joined state legislators and 
local officials June 25 to break ground 
on the new TSTC Fort Bend County 
campus in Rosenberg.

The groundbreaking marks the 
construction of the first of six to eight 
buildings on the 80-acre campus, 
located north of Hwy. 59 between FM 
2218 and Hwy. 36. Construction of the 
first 110,000-square-foot building is 
expected to be complete and ready for 
classes August 2016.

“Although we have been in Fort 
Bend County teaching technical 
education for 15 years, this feels like a 
new beginning,” said Randy Wooten, 
TSTC Vice Chancellor and Execu-
tive-in-Charge for Fort Bend County. 
“[It is] new because the opportunity is 
great to grow and to significantly con-
tribute to the economic development 
of Fort Bend County.”

The new facility will house various 
technical programs, including cyber 
security, industrial maintenance 
technology, telecommunications 
convergence technology and weld-
ing technology. Once complete, 

By Matt Stephens
The Harris County Commissioners 

Court has asked county officials to 
prepare recommendations for a bond 
referendum on the November ballot 
by late July or early August. The 
bond could include road and bridge 
projects in addition to parks, libraries 
and other capital improvements.

“I think anybody that drives 
around Houston knows the need 
[and] sees the congestion,” County 
Engineer John Blount said. “And our 
road and bridge money, we typically 
don’t [use to] build new roads. We 
typically widen existing roads, put 
traffic signals in and things of that 
nature. That’s what these funds are 
used for.”

The amount of a potential bond is 
unknown, but Blount said it would 
likely be more than the county’s last 
bond in 2007, which provided $365 
million for countywide projects 
including $190 million for roads and 
bridges. Blount said funds from the 
2007 bond have been exhausted.

Blount said specific projects are 
not usually identified for Harris 

County bond referendums, in 
part due to the county’s ability to 
quickly get construction underway 
on roadways.

“If a county commissioner calls 
me today and says, ‘I want X road 
widened,’ typically in 18 months I 
can have construction underway,” he 
said. “[For] most people it’s five to 10 
years. Because of that, we’re able to 
change or determine what projects 
we need as the demand happens.”

Although there are some signif-
icant projects in the region that 
could require funding, such as 
the widening of Kuykendahl and 
Gosling roads, it is unknown which 
projects in Precinct 4 could poten-
tially be funded by a bond, said 
Mark Seegers, communications 
director for Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Jack Cagle.

“It’s a big bucket of projects in 
which all of the potential road proj-
ects that each of the commissioners 
have is included,” he said. “There [are] 
more projects than you can name.”

County officials said the bond will 
not result in a property tax increase.

             READER FEEDBACK
In response to Medistar developing 
new Katy shopping center (Posted 
July 8, 2015) 

“So happy we’re moving a little 
out in the country! We have the 
George Ranch historic site behind 

us so hopefully this won’t happen to us!”
—Peg Armstrong

projections estimate the campus 
will serve more than 5,000 students, 
Wooten said.

The campus is projected to total 
more than $40 million, and the project 
will be funded by money raised by 
local organizations, the cities of Sugar 
Land, Richmond and Rosenberg and 
Fort Bend County. During the ground-
breaking ceremony, the Rosenberg 
Development Corporation donated 
$2.5 million, followed by a $1 million 
donation from the Development Cor-
poration of Richmond, to the Texas 
State Technical College Foundation.

Fort Bend County Judge Robert 
Hebert said the new TSTC campus 
will address the needs of the grow-
ing workforce in Richmond and 
Rosenberg and will help stimulate 
the local economy.

“We have lacked the depth, volume 
and variety of programs that a dedi-
cated campus can offer for those who 
want higher education of a non-aca-
demic standard,” Hebert said. “With 
this groundbreaking today, we take a 
major step to being able to offer our 
youth training and high level work-
force skills.”

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook
communityimpact.com/facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty
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I chose the 
MD Anderson
close to me.
- Jeanne Zarazee

When I had breast cancer, the
world’s leading care was right here.
My team of experts in Katy focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, 
chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. 
Having MD Anderson in my community kept me close to my friends and close to home.

I chose MD Anderson in Katy. Find your MD Anderson today.

Appointments Available            713-745-9940           FindYourMDAnderson.com
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Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments? 
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is 
Our PRIORITY

Purchase your I.C.E. Medical Card today.
It could save your life!

If you were in an accident and unable 
to communicate how would ER physicians

 know your medical history and contact 
your loved ones?

It could save your life!

THE MOST IMPORTANT CARD
YOU CAN CARRY!

Purchase your I.C.E. Medical Card today.
It could save your life!

If you were in an accident and unable to communicate
how would ER physicians know your medical history

and contact your loved ones?

ASK REGISTRATION FOR MORE DETAILS

“It Can Take Many Hours And Even up to A Day To Find Someone”
- Delaware State Police Spokesman... USA Today - Feb 17, 2011

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY TRUST PRIORITY EMERGENCY ROOMTM

w w w. P r i o r i t y E R . c o m

281.347.6000
PriorityER.com

23114 Seven Meadows 
Parkway Katy, TX 77494

Katy ISD high school 
robotics teams compete 
in global championship

BY THE NUMBERS

By Jocelyn Kerr

Three Katy high schools competed in the 2015 

FIRST Robotics Championship, which was 

held April 22–25. The global competition was 

established in 1989 to encourage leadership 

and team building in science, technology and 

engineering. Team 624 CRyptonite from Cinco 

Ranch High School placed fourth in the world 

at the St. Louis event.

CRyptonite Robotics Team 624, which consisted of robotics 
students from Cinco Ranch High School competed at the 
FIRST World Championship in St. Louis on April 22-25.  
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Competition starts the first week 
of January with a global simulcast 
to introduce that year’s game. 

Teams are given a box of 
supplies that can be used to 

make their robots.

Regional competitions are held 
in each country leading up to the 

world final in April. 

Teams have six weeks to 
build a robot — from design 
to programming to final build 
completion. 

2015 FIRST Robotics Competition 
(overall, projected numbers)

       3,000  
           teams

56 regional events; 5 qualifying championships;  

48 qualifying (district) competitions

Over $20 million in scholarships awarded in 2014

Robots are built in 6 weeks from a common 
kit of parts provided by FIRST and typically weigh 

approximately 120 lbs.

75,000 high-school students  
              (Grades 9-12)

KISD high schools with  
robotics teams 

Cinco Ranch High School  
15 years, 65 student members 

Morton Ranch High School 
5 years, 15 student members

Seven Lakes High School 
3 years, 40 student members

Taylor High School 
Inaugural year, approximately 60 students

Tompkins High School 
Inaugural year, approximately 50 students

Sources: Katy ISD, For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST)/Community Impact Newspaper
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Get your show on the road

With the cloud-based X1 DVR™ from XFINITY,®  you can take your personal DVR library with you 

wherever you go. Stream or download your recordings on any device, so everyone in the family 

can enjoy their favorite shows from anywhere.

Take everything you’ve recorded anywhere you go

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA167180-0002

Call 1-855-687-0624 or visit xfinity.com today 
for a great offer on the XFINITY® X1 Triple Play

107071_NPA167180-0002 Lifestyle ad_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 6/22/15   5:41 PM
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By Fares Sabawi
Additional higher education oppor-

tunities are coming to Fort Bend and 
west Harris counties as a result of the 
84th Texas legislative session, which 
concluded June 1.

The University of Houston system 
was approved to expand in Sugar Land 
and establish a presence in Katy when 
Gov. Greg Abbott signed House Bill 
100 on June 18, marking the first tui-
tion revenue bond to pass since 2006.

HB 100, which contains funding 
for projects for all major university 
systems in the state, authorizes the 
UH system to spend $54 million for 
the construction of a new academic 
building in Sugar Land. The bill 
also awarded $46.8 million to the  
UH system for the purpose of acquir-
ing land near Katy to construct an 
academic building.

The bill, authored by state Rep. John 

Zerwas, R-Richmond, capitalized on 
the momentum of last session’s tuition 
revenue bond bill, which failed to pass.

“There was a lot of consensus for the 
need of a TRB bill in the last session. 
It just didn’t cross the finish line,” Zer-
was said. “Coming into this session, we 
wanted to build on that [consensus].”

As the population in Fort Bend 
and west Harris counties continue 
to grow, so does the need for higher 
education, Zerwas said.

“We’re going to have the oppor-
tunity to see people get educated [in 
the area] and get jobs that hopefully 
keep them nearby,” Zerwas said. “I’m 
excited for the development of [higher] 
education in the west Houston area.”

The approval of HB 100 was also 
necessary for the system to con-
tinue meeting enrollment growth, 
said Jason Smith, UH system vice 
president for governmental and 

community relations.
“Our university is growing rapidly,” 

he said. “There [are] a lot of higher 
education needs throughout the city 
and the state.”

Student enrollment has grown 
steadily at the UH system, from 
37,000 students in fall 2009 to nearly 
41,000 in fall 2014.

The expansion in Sugar Land and a 
campus in Katy would give residents 
a chance to earn a degree in select 
programs without having to commute 
to Houston, Smith said.

“Transportation in Houston can be 
challenging,” he said. “It’s good for 
people who are younger or don’t want 
to spend time on the road—they can 
go to [a UH system campus] in their 
own backyard.”

Because there are many factors yet to 
work out, Smith said there is no tenta-
tive opening date for the new projects.

EDUCATION

UH receives funding to expand in Sugar Land, Katy
A tuition revenue bond provides a way for 
universities to pay for the construction 
of new buildings with tuition revenue 
generated by future tuition payments paid 
by students.

Submissions are evaluated by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board 
using a variety of factors, including the 
need for more space, project efficiency 
and where the project ranks in terms 
of importance in an institution’s overall 
master plan.

The board has not approved any tuition 
revenue bond requests since 2006.

What is a tuition 
revenue bond?

awarded amount: $54 Million

Sources: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board,  
Texas House of Representatives/Community Impact Newspaper

Bond details

Funds will pay for the construction of a new 
academic building at UH-SUGAR LAND.

awarded amount: $46.8 Million
Funds must be used to acquire land for the 
construction of a building near Katy for the  
UH SYSTEM.
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Colleges
Blinn College-Brenham
Address: 902 College Ave., Brenham
Phone: 979-830-4000
Website: www.blinn.edu/brenham
Tuition: $1,410 (in-district), $2,445 (out-of-district),  
$3,690 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,317
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 41.6 percent

Address: 1300 Holman St., Houston
Phone: 713-718-6000
Website: www.central.hccs.edu
Tuition: $1,014 (in-district), $2,094 (out-of-district), 
$2,341.50 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 15,797
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26 percent (all campuses)

Houston Community College-Northeast
Address: 555 Community College Drive, Houston
Phone: 713-718-8300
Website: www.northeast.hccs.edu
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 (out-of-district), 
$2,343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 10,880
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26 percent (all campuses)

Houston Community College-Northwest
Address: 1550 Foxlake Drive, Houston
Phone: 713-718-5757
Website: www.northwest.hccs.edu
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 (out-of-district), 
$2,343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 18,475
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26 percent (all campuses)

Houston Community College-Southeast
Address: 6815 Rustic Drive, Houston
Phone: 713-718-7000
Website: www.southeast.hccs.edu
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 (out-of-district), 
$2,343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 13,442
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26 percent (all campuses)

Houston Community College-Southwest
Address: 10041 Cash Road, Stafford

Phone: 713-718-7800
Website: www.southwest.hccs.edu
Tuition: $1,015.50 (in-district), $2,095.50 (out-of-district), 
$2,343 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,276
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 26 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College-CyFair
Address: 9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
Phone: 281-290-3200
Website: www.lonestar.edu/cyfair
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district),  
$2,207 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 20,384
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses) 

Lone Star College-Kingwood
Address: 20000 Kingwood Drive, Kingwood
Phone: 281-312-1600
Website: www.lonestar.edu/kingwood
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district),  
$2,207 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 12,837
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses)

Lone Star College-University Park
Address: 20515 Hwy. 249, Houston
Phone: 281-290-2600
Website: www.lonestar.edu/universitypark
Tuition: $932 (in-district), $1,982 (out-of-district),  
$2,207 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 9,261
Offers full degree programs from: Sam Houston 
State University, University of Houston-Downtown and 
University of Houston-Northwest
Test averages: open admissions policy 
Transfer rate: 19 percent (all campuses)
• Sam Houston State University 
Tuition: $4,668
281-290-2900. www.shsu.edu/university_park 
• University of Houston-Downtown Northwest 
Tuition: $5,238 (12 hours of courses)
713-237-5400. www.uhd.edu/northwest 
• University of Houston Northwest 
Tuition: $5,325 
832-842-5700. www.uh.edu/northwest

San Jacinto College-Central
Address: 8060 Spencer Hwy., Pasadena
Phone: 281-998-6150
Website: www.sanjac.edu
Tuition: $845 (in-district), $1,475 (out-of district), 
$2,375 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 14,669
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

San Jacinto College-North
Address: 5800 Uvalde Road, Houston
Phone: 281-998-6150
Website: www.sanjac.edu
Tuition: $845 (in-district), $1,475 (out-of-district),  
$2,375 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 8,278

Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

San Jacinto College-South
Address: 13735 Beamer Road, Houston
Phone: 281-998-6150
Website: www.sanjac.edu
Tuition: $845 (in-district), $1,475 (out-of-district),  
$2,375 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 11,618
Test averages: open admissions policy
Transfer rate: 22 percent (all campuses)

Universities
Art Institute of Houston
Address: 4140 Hwy. 59, Houston
Phone: 713-623-2040
Website: www.new.artinstitutes.edu/houston
Tuition: $17,568 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 1,889 (both Houston campuses)
Most notable programs: culinary arts, audio production, 
graphic design, fashion
Test averages: Open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 39 percent

Art Institute of Houston-North
Address: 10740 N. Gessner Drive, Ste. 190, Houston
Phone: 281-671-3381
Website: www.artinstitutes.edu/houston-north
Tuition: $17,568 (in-state and out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 1,889 (both Houston campuses)
Most notable programs: graphic design, gaming design, 
media arts and animation
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 39 percent

College of Biblical Studies-Houston
Address: 7000 Regency Square Blvd., Ste. 110, Houston
Phone: 713-785-5995
Website: www.cbshouston.edu
Tuition: $4,171 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 498
Most notable programs: biblical counseling, Christian 
leadership, biblical studies, organizational leadership 
Test averages: open admissions policy
Graduation rate: 57 percent

Houston Baptist University 
Address: 7502 Fondren Road, Houston
Phone: 281-649-3000
Website: www.hbu.edu
Tuition: $13,975 (in-state and out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 3,128
Most notable programs: nursing, business, education
Test averages: 470-580 SAT Critical Reading, 480-580 
SAT Math, 450-550 SAT Writing, 20-25 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 45 percent

Our Lady of the Lake University-The Woodlands Campus
Address: 3232 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
Phone: 936-273-7628
Website: www.ollusa.edu
Tuition: $3,684 (12 credit hours)
Enrollment: 300
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Most notable programs: business, accounting, psychology

Admissions policy: students must have completed 30 
hours of undergraduate work
Graduation rate: N/A

Prairie View A&M University
Address: 100 University Drive, Prairie View
Phone: 936-261-3311
Website: www.pvamu.edu
Tuition: $5,393 (in-state), $16,013 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 8,343
Most notable programs: nursing, business, education 
Test averages: 370-460 SAT Critical Reading, 390-480 
SAT Math, 360-450 SAT Writing, 16-19 ACT composite
Graduation rate: N/A 

Address: 6100 Main St., Houston
Phone: 713-348-0000

Website: www.rice.edu
Tuition: $20,780 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 6,621
Most notable programs: biochemistry, chemical 
engineering, psychology
Test averages: 680-760 SAT Critical Reading, 710-790 
SAT Math, 670-770 SAT Writing, 31-34 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 91 percent

Sam Houston State University-The Woodlands Campus
Address: 3380 College Park Drive, The Woodlands
Phone: 936-202-5000
Website: www.shsu.edu/academics/woodlands-center
Tuition: $4,668 (in-state), $10,516 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,573
Most notable programs: education, nursing
Test averages: 430-530 SAT Critical Reading, 450-540 
SAT Math, 19-23 ACT composite

Graduation rate: 49 percent
Address: 1806 Ave. J, Huntsville
Phone: 936-294-1111

Website: www.shsu.edu
Tuition: $4,668 (in-state), $10,516 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 19,573
Most notable programs: criminal justice, mass 
communication, education 
Test averages: 430-530 SAT Critical Reading, 450-540 
SAT Math, 19-23 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 49 percent

University of Houston
Address: 4800 Calhoun Road, Houston
Phone: 713-743-2255
Website: www.uh.edu
Tuition: $4,780 (in-state), $10,324 (out-of-state) 
Enrollment: 40,914
Most notable programs: biomedical engineering, 
computer engineering, business
Test averages: 500-610 SAT Critical Reading, 540-640 
SAT Math, 22-27 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 48.1 percent

University of Houston Downtown 
Address: 1 Main St., Houston
Phone: 713-221-8000
Website: www.uhd.edu
Tuition: $2,758 (in-state), $7,102 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 14,439

Most notable programs: accounting, interdisciplinary 
studies, psychology
Test averages: 390-470 SAT Critical Reading, 430-510 
SAT Math, 380-480 SAT Writing, 16-20 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 19.2 percent

Texas A&M University
Address: 401 Joe Routt Blvd., College Station
Phone: 979-845-3211
Website: www.tamu.edu
Tuition: $4,441.09 (in-state), $13,087.09 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 62,185
Most notable programs: engineering, agriculture
Test averages: 510-640 SAT Critical Reading, 550-670 
SAT Math, 480-610 SAT Writing, 23-30 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 75.5 percent

Texas Southern University
Address: 3100 Cleburne St., Houston
Phone: 713-313-7011
Website: www.tsu.edu
Tuition: $3,532 (in-state), $7,876 (out-of-state)
Enrollment: 9,233
Most notable programs: airway science management, 
urban planning, homeland security
Test averages: 360-440 SAT Critical Reading, 370-460 
SAT Math, 350-440 SAT Writing, 15-18 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 11.8 percent

University of St. Thomas
Address: 3800 Montrose Blvd., Houston
Phone: 713-522-7911
Website: www.stthom.edu
Tuition: $15,155 (in-state and out-of-state)
Enrollment: 3,522
Most notable programs: premedicine, nursing, 
psychology, education
Test averages: 549 SAT Critical Reading, 562 SAT Math, 
531 SAT Writing, 25 ACT composite
Graduation rate: 58 percent
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SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY-HUNTSVILLE

Listed tuition totals are for one semester and 
calculated for 15 credit hours unless noted 
otherwise. Tuition totals do not include fees unless 
noted otherwise. All transfer rates are to four-year 
universities. Enrollment numbers listed for colleges 
and universities are from fall 2014. 

This is not a comprehensive list.

Compiled by Hannah Hipp and Hannah Zedaker

Education sponsors
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The Orchard is a safe, secure 
environment offering freedom of 
choice, and a sense of independence 
based upon person centered care.

•  Family owned and operated 
•  Delicious meals 
•  Dedicated waitstaff 
•  Medication administration included  
•  Pet Friendly! 

All backed by  
The Orchard Promise

Call us at  
281-371-3000   
or visit us at  
24802 Kingsland Blvd.  
Katy, TX 77494

www.theorchardkaty.com
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New legislation allows for easier 
transition to college for students
By Abigail Loop

Changes in Texas education cur-
riculum have made it easier for some 
high school students to transition into 
college with more credit hours under 
their belts, which is the result of two 
new bills passed in the 84th Texas 
Legislature.

House Bill 505 
removes limits 
on the number 
of dual-credit 
courses a high 
school student 
can take in any 
academic semes-
ter, and HB 1992 
requires state 
public colleges 
and universities 
to accept a minimum score of 3 on 
Advanced Placement exams taken 
by high school students for college 
credit. Both bills give students the 
ability to attain more college credit 
while still in high school. HB 505 and 
HB 1992 were both signed into law 
by Gov. Greg Abbott on May 23 and 
June 3, respectively.

Jeff Fuller, director of student 
recruitment at the University of Hous-
ton, said the new policies would not 
necessarily help students get admitted 
to state public schools, such as UH, 
since admission is granted mostly 
through grades and SAT scores. How-
ever, the changes would give students 
the opportunity to get ahead in college 

once they are admitted and have a 
clearer view of their degree plan.

“UH awards an AP score of 3 or 
higher with college credit already for 
most classes, so the new AP policy 
won’t affect us that much specifically,” 
Fuller said. “However, the big dis-

cussion is on 
certain math 
and science [AP] 
classes, which 
as of right now 
require a 4 or 5 
on the exam for 
students seeking 
a specific math 
or science 
degree.”

Fuller said a 
math or science 

student could earn a 3 on an AP exam 
and receive credit for more general 
science and math classes but will still 
have to take the more advanced classes 
at the university. However, Fuller said 
getting a 3 on the exam is still benefi-
cial to students as they will still be able 
to get ahead in their college careers.

Similar to the new AP policy, the 
ability for students to now take an 
unlimited amount of dual-credit 
classes would also put students ahead 
in their degree plan, he said.

“The most important thing about 
being able to take more dual classes 
is that, to make sure they are going to 
fit in your degree plan, you still need 
to be strategic,” Fuller said. “While 

EDUCATION

there has been a limit on the amount of 
dual-credit classes you can take, this is 
because some colleges want to let stu-
dents have a fuller college experience 
and take these classes there. At a public 
university like UH, we see most [dual-
credit] classes fit into a degree plan.”

Fuller said by taking advantage of 
such programs and earning a signif-
icant number of college credit hours 
while in high school, students can 
often graduate college a year early.

Debbie Ratcliffe, director of media 
relations for the Texas Education 
Agency, said that besides helping 
students earn degrees faster, the new 
policies could save Texas families 
time and money.

“College campuses will offer more 

course credit than they did before, and 
this will help students when admitted 
into a university,” Ratcliffe said. “We 
have already seen more increases at 
early learning high schools where 
students graduate with both a high 
school degree and an associate’s 
degree. They’re getting more creden-
tials, and it is already helping.”

Ratcliffe agreed with Fuller that 
more dual-credit classes being 
allowed and lower AP scores being 
accepted would not result in an easier 
admission process but would better 
prepare students for college.

“There will now just be more 
options for Texas families,” she said. 
“Colleges offering more course credit 
saves millions of dollars.”

• Texas’ AP program offers 36 courses in a variety of subject areas.
• Arts, English, history and social science, math and computer science, sciences, 

and world languages and culture are all areas of study that are featured in the  
state AP program. 

• AP tests are graded on a 1 to 5 scale, with many colleges and universities award-
ing course credit for scores of 3 or higher. With new AP legislation in place, all 
colleges must now accept a score of 3 or higher.

• Students do not have to take an AP course in order to take an AP exam.

• Colleges can assist with scholarships, transfer agreements for designated courses, 
designing curricula, training and supporting instructors, and administering college 
placement tests when partnering with high schools.

• Courses offered for dual credit must provide advanced academic instruction that 
allows for mastery of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills program for the 
appropriate high school course.

• A student can earn at least one-half of a credit toward a high school course for 
passing a one-semester college course. The student may earn a full credit for a 
one-semester college course if the student has demonstrated mastery of the TEKS 
for an entire one-credit course.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, CollegeBoard/Community Impact Newspaper

DUAL-CREDIT PROGRAMS

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAMS

Getting a head start on college

“There will now just be 
more options for Texas 
families. Colleges 
offering more course 
credit saves millions 
of dollars.” 

—Debbie Ratcliffe, director of media relations 
for the Texas Education Agency

New legislation resulted in changes to the state’s dual-credit and 
Advanced Placement programs. Below is the criteria for both 
programs, which includes changes made by the new legislation.

Master of Arts
60-hour, 2-year graduate program

Dual Degree Completion
Graduate with both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree

Completion
and Master’s degreeand Master’s degree

Bible Certificate
8-course lay leader training program

Master of Divinity
96-hour, 3-year graduate program

The Bible Seminary
ROOTED IN THE WORD

2655 S Mason Rd
Katy, TX  77450
281-646-1109 

Info@TheBibleSeminary.org

TheBibleSeminary.org
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29 Summer Science Night: 
Bully for Bovine

Children ages 5-8 treat the great 
outdoors as their personal science 
lab as part of the Katy Prairie 
Conservancy’s Summer Science night 
class. The class includes hands-on 
activities and a hike through Indiangrass 
Preserve. Attendees make cowboy 
crafts and learn how to use a lasso. 
6-8 p.m. $7 per child, register online. 
Indiangrass Preserve, 31950 Herbert 
Road, Waller. 713-523-6135.  
www.katyprairie.org/events

30 Chocolate Olympics
Contestants compete to be the 

champion of chocolate at Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library’s Chocolate Olympics. 
Students from sixth through eighth 
grades show up to the library and have 
their hand stamped one hour prior to 
the event in order to participate. 2 p.m. 
Free. Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620 
Commercial Center Blvd., Katy.  
281-395-1311.  
www.fortbend.lib.tx.us/branches/cr.html 

August

01 Adventures in Photography
Katy Contemporary Art 

Museum hosts a class for point-
and-shoot cameras that is taught 
by Debi Beauregard. The class is for 
ages 16 and older. Noon. $20. Katy 
Contemporary Art Museum, 805 Avenue 
B, Katy. 832-857-1340.  
www.katycam.com 

01 Volunteer Fair
Dozens of Greater Katy area 

organization members are on hand at 
Maud Smith Marks Branch Library to let 
the public know about th organization’s 
mission, how they help the community 
and why they are in need of volunteers. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. Maud Smith Marks 
Branch Library, 1815 Westgreen Blvd., 
Katy. 281-492-8592.  
www.hcpl.net/location/maud-smith-
marks-branch-library

July

23 Life-sized Clue
Instead of playing the board 

game, children from sixth through eighth 
grades are invited to Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library to play a life-size game 
of Clue. Students are active characters 
in the game trying to solve a murder 
mystery. 2 p.m. Free. Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library, 2620 Commercial Center 
Blvd., Katy. 281-395-1311.  
www.fortbend.lib.tx.us/branches/cr.html 

24 through August 1
Disney’s Mulan Jr.

The Katy Visual Performing Arts Center 
presents “Disney’s Mulan Jr.,” a KVPAC 
Summer Broadway Series Production. 
The play, a stage adaptation of the 
Disney animated film, features KVPAC 
student actors. 7 p.m. (Fridays), 2 and 
7 p.m. (Saturdays). $7. Katy Visual 
Performing Arts Center, 2501 S. Mason 
Road, Ste. 290, Katy. 281-829-2787. 
www.kvpac.org

25 ‘Knighting Nettle’  
book signing

Local author D. Scozzari is on hand at 
Katy Budget Books to sign copies of her 
new children’s book, “Knighting Nettle.” 
The book is the second installment 
of Scozzari’s Ninth Region series and 
follows the adventure of a bear named 
Nettle out of the Ninth Region and into 
uncharted territory. 1-3 p.m. Free, (books 
cost $8.99). Katy Budget Books, 2450 
Fry Road, Katy. 281-578-7770.  
www.katybooks.com 

26 Summer Fun Fest
Families have a day of fun 

at Houston Family Magazine’s annual 
summer Fun Fest. Children can play 
on inflatables, climb a rock wall, make 
arts and crafts items and participate in 
other activities while live bands perform 
throughout the festival. Noon-4 p.m. 
Free. LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 713-266-1885. 
www.houstonfamilyfunfest.com 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Katy events at 
communityimpact.com/kty-calendar

To have Katy events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first of the month.

Online Calendar

Corner Store  
Country Run 5K
Serious runners and 

leisurely joggers alike come together 
for a farm-themed 5K hosted by 
Corner Store. Participants are 
encouraged to wear over-the-top 
country attire and will encounter farm-
related obstacles along their course, 
such as inflatable cows, giant tractor 
tires and hay bales. Corner Store also 
hosts a family-friendly country fair after 
the run, including carnival games, food 
and a beer garden. All of the proceeds 
benefit charitable causes. 8:30 a.m. 
$40 (individuals), $120 (family of four). 
Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 
2501 S. Mason Road, Katy.  
www.cornerstorerun.com 

Featured EVENT
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13 Autism Rescue Angels 
dinner and silent auction

Autism Rescue Angels assists families 
using proceeds from the organization’s 
dinner and silent auction. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
$1000 (table reservation), or contact 
Lisa Graham-Garza at lgrahamgarza@
comcast.net to join an existing table. The 
Golf Club at Cinco Ranch, 23030 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. 281-797-7741.  
www.autismrescueangels.org

07 Summer Music Series
Chris Brade performs a mix of 

classic and current country selections at 
Central Green Park as part of the park’s 
Summer Music Series. 7 p.m. Free. 
Central Green Park, 23501 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Katy. 832-265-0506.  
www.willowforkdrainagedistrict.com

14 Katy Tailgate
Residents are welcome to 

attend an end-of-summer celebration 
with a pep-rally theme. Attendees enjoy 
live music, a hot wing cookoff contest 
and a kids zone. 6-10 p.m. Entry fee 
is a donation of either school supplies 
or a backpack to benefit the YMCA’s 
Operation Backpack initiative. 5718 
Second St., Katy. www.cityofkaty.com

22 Joe Nichols
Joe Nichols, the country star 

behind songs such as “Gimmie That 
Girl” and “Sunny and 75” will perform his 
biggest songs at Mo’s Place. 9:30 p.m. 
$20 (general admission), $25 (reserved 
seating). Mo’s Place, 21940 Kingsland 
Blvd., Katy. 281-392-3499.  
www.mosplacekaty.com

WESTON LAKES | 4319 WICKBY | $415,500
Kathryn Robinson — 404.915.6282

heritagetexas.com

CINCO RANCH | 25611 HORIZON GROVE | $389,000 
Rita Donnelly — 832.236.4762

WILLIAMSBURG COLONY | 22802 BRAFFERTON | $165,000 
Lacey Cannon — 713.298.4449
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Glenn Hegar
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
By Fares Sabawi

As the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Glenn Hegar oversees tax revenue collections 
and makes financial predictions for the state.

Hegar was elected last November after he 
served the Katy area in the Legislature for nearly 
12 years. Four of those years were spent in the 
Texas House of Representatives representing 
District 28 before he was elected to represent 
District 18 in the state Senate in 2006.

During his time as a legislator, Hegar served 
as chairman of the Senate Committee on Nom-
inations and as a member of the committees on 
Finance, Natural Resources and Agriculture, 

Rural Affairs and Homeland Security.
Hegar was appointed to the Sunset Advisory 

Commission in 2008 by then-Lt. Gov. David 
Dewhurst. The move marked the first time a 
freshman legislator was named to a leadership 
position of the commission. Hegar served as 
chairman of the committee from 2009-11. 
As the newly-elected comptroller, Hegar has 
already made changes to the office. 

The sixth-generation Texan grew up on a 
small family farm in Hockley. His family still 
lives in the Greater Katy area, and Hegar reflects 
on the region’s growth.

PEOPLE

You decided to step down  
from the Texas Senate to run  
for comptroller. What sparked  
that decision?

Being able to represent 254 counties, 
the whole state of Texas, I have a much 
greater ability to have a significant 
impact. In essence the comptroller’s 
office is the central nervous system 
for the state government. We handle 
not only the revenue estimate and tell 
the Legislature how much money is 
coming in … we [also] deal with the 
treasury and the taxes we’d collect. 
So really, impacting state government 
and our daily lives, I thought I’d have 
a much bigger impact there than the 
state Senate.

You’ve been comptroller 
since January. What have you 
learned so far on the job that has 
surprised you?

There are a few things. One is that 
the office has over 3,000 employ-
ees and 26 different divisions. Our 
three core responsibilities from a 

constitutional perspective are reve-
nue estimating, tax collection and to 
finance treasury. But we handle a wide 
variety of other issues. 

We also deal with endangered 
species. Who would have ever imag-
ined that the Comptroller of Public 
Accounts deals with endangered 
species? I chair what’s called the Inter-
agency Task Force on Endangered 
Species. My point is that we deal with 
such a wide breadth of issues.

What changes have you made 
since taking office?

I tried to restructure parts of the 
agency. I restructured to have points 
of contact in executive positions so we 
can manage better. I’m really focusing 
on our tax shop and our finance shop 
to make sure [these operations are] 
running properly.

One of the biggest frustrations 
[I hear] is people don’t understand 
how to maneuver the website. Over 
the years, we’ve just added more 
pages. We’re [undertaking] a major 

reconstruction of the website to make 
it more user friendly.

Texas has enjoyed 62 
consecutive months of sales tax 
revenue increases. What do you 
attribute that to?

I attribute it to the men and women 
of Texas. If you think about all the 
job growth that we’ve had, it comes 
from the private sector. People have 
the desire to succeed and Texas is a 
little more business friendly. I would 
attribute it to that, too.

What are your thoughts on  
Katy’s growth?

With Katy, you’re talking about 
another million people coming there 
within the next 15-20 years. That’s 
a lot of people. The growth is pretty 
phenomenal. The family farm I grew 
up on is now 5 miles from the Grand 
Parkway. It’s exciting to see a lot of 
people wanting to call [Katy] home, but 
that also means there [are] infrastruc-
ture issues that need to be dealt with. 
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Sales tax revenue

The 84th legislature recently 
concluded in June. What are your 
thoughts on the last session?

I think [the Legislature] did a good 
job in crafting a budget that takes care 
of the needs for the state of Texas over 
the course of the next two years. They 
put more money in transportation; 
they dealt with some long-term liabil-
ity issues that we needed to take care 
of. It’s a good budget that makes some 
strides forward.

62 consecutive  
months

of sales tax  
revenue growth in sales tax 

revenue in May

$2.6  
billion 

$60.9 M

$8.1 M $485,142 

sales tax revenue allocated 
to Harris County in May

sales tax revenue 
allocated to Fort Bend 

County in May

sales tax revenue 
allocated to Waller 

County in May
Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts/ 
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Greater Katy is home to several hike and bike trails that 
are open to the public. Paved and unpaved paths are open 
year-round for a short walk or a long run. Some trails run along 

major thoroughfares while others are entirely off-street.

around Katy
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Rice Park

George  
Bush Park

Rick Rice Park, near the corner of Westgreen and Kingsland boulevards, features a 
one-mile walking trail and a bike and pedestrian bridge that connects to the Mason 
Creek Trail—an off-street 20-mile trail that runs the length of Mason Creek from I-10 to 
the George Bush Park trail system. The entrance to the trail is behind the Crosspoint 
Community Church on Westgreen Boulevard just north of Kingsland Boulevard. 

Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr Designed by Mary-Ann Zykin
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Kilpatrick  
Elementary  

School

Cinco Ranch  
High School

McMeans Junior 
High School

Freedom Park  
Baseball Complex

There are 30 miles of off-street trails in the Cinco Ranch area between the Freedom 
Park Baseball Complex and Odessa Kilpatrick Elementary School. Trails can be 
entered through Cinco Ranch High School on the weekends or through a trail that 
runs behind the Katy Family YMCA complex. Additional trails run along Westheimer 
Parkway and Cinco Ranch Boulevard.  

Map not to scale

The park’s off-street paved hike and bike trail runs approximately 11 miles from the 
Highland Knolls entrance to the Terry Hershey Park trail system near Memorial Drive and 
Hwy. 6. Parking is available at the trail parking lot at 17423 I-10 or at the equestrian and trail 
parking lot at the South Barker Cypress Road turnoff on Westheimer Parkway in the park.

Map not to scale

A nearly four-mile paved hike and bike trail stretches from the picnic area at the 
entrance near 19008 Saums Road to Hwy. 6. The path meanders through oaks, 
wildflower and wetland areas, and a cemetery that predates the park. Five miles of 
unpaved trails run the length of Mayde Creek through other areas of the park. 

Road Paved trail Unpaved 
trail

Bike-friendly 
road

Water

Map not to scale
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Be seen! 

As you make your way through the list of must-do Katy activities, be part of the social media community by sharing your 
photos on Twitter and Instagram. Be sure to tag your photos with #KTYBucketList. Later this summer  
the Community Impact Newspaper team will choose its favorite photos to run in our print edition.

#KTYBucketList
HOW MANY CAN YOU CHECK OFF? 

 Cool off
Splashway Water Park 
Take a refreshing break from the heat and enjoy 
part of a variety of attractions, including zip lines 
and speed slides. Stay overnight at the Splash-
way campgrounds and enjoy the great outdoors. 

5211 Main St. Sheridan
979-234-7718
www.splashwaywaterpark.com

 Tour the loop
 
Katy Prairie Loop 
There are several spots worth touring within 
the Katy Prairie Loop. The loop is home to nine 
scenic spots, including the Edith L. Moore Nature 
Sanctuary and Bear Creek Park, which is filled 
with the smell of pine and thick woodlands. 
Warren Lake is a good spot to see geese roosting. 
The nearby rice farms at Longenbaugh Waterfowl 
Pond also attract a variety of birds. 

www.tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/wildlife/
wildlife-trails/coastal/upper/katy-prairie-loop

 Star gaze

George Observatory
The Brazos Bend State Park is home to the 
George Observatory, a facility with three large-
domed telescopes. 

The 36-inch Gueymard Research Telescope is 
ready for viewing after a yearlong restoration 
project by the Houston Museum of Natural 
Sciences. Astronomers are located at every 
telescope to answer questions and help position 
each telescope. 

21901 FM 762, Needville
281-242-3055
www.hmns.org

 Drink local
No Label Brewery 
If beer sounds refreshing on a hot summer day, 
take a tour at No Label Brewery. The brewery  
offers tours for $10 every Saturday. Throughout 
the week, the tap room is open and serves beer 
brewed locally in Katy. 

5351 First St., Katy
281-693-7545
www.nolabelbrew.com

 Play ball
Sugar Land Skeeters baseball 
Take a short trip to Constellation Park to watch 
the Sugar Land Skeeters play baseball. The 
Skeeters are an Atlantic League of Professional 
Baseball team founded in 2010.

1 Stadium Drive, Sugar Land
281-240-4487
www.sugarlandskeeters.com

 Bird watch
Galveston is one of the premiere spots in Texas 
where the birding community is vibrant. The 
island is home to more than 500 species of birds. 
Novice and professional birders from all over the 
world travel to Galveston to set their sights on 
some of the rarest birds in the country.

Galveston
www.galveston.com/birding 
1-888-425-4753

 Ride the range
Katy Prairie Conservancy
Get out of traffic and enjoy the scenic environ-
ment that the Katy Prairie Conservancy works to 
preserve. The ranges have walkable trails and 
provide an opportunity to see wildlife up close. 

31950 Hebert Road, Waller
936-931-5564
www.katyprairie.org

 Get artsy
Katy Contemporary Arts Museum 
Taking a trip to Houston to see renowned art 
is no longer necessary. Stay in town and see 
art pieces by local artists on display at Katy 
Contemporary Arts Museum. 

805 Avenue B, Katy
832-857-1340
www.katycam.com
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Gary Greene 
Realtors® 
Commercial 

Division

Land, Land, Land
6, 8 & 18 acre tracks on Hwy 90. 

2.8 acres FM 359, Fulsher.  
1.7 & 5.9 acres on Westheimer Pkwy

Building & Land For Sale

Fry Rd. corner with 5600 SF 
building on 1.64 ac. 

Katy Station 
Shopping Center

Building for Sale

27,000 SF retail/office/ 
warehouse Prime Property in 
 City of Katy, 92% occupancy,  

room to expand

Thank you to recent 
customers: 

Fort Bend County ESD 2    
Mao De Acucar Salon

Off Duty Services           
Harris County ESD 48

Queensland Government Trade 
and Investment 

Cynthia Berry
713-705-3047 

cynthia.berry@garrygreene.com
Vicki Gessler

832-492-0700
vicki.gressler@garrygreene.com

Larry Littlejohn
713-628-1154

littlejo@garygreen.com 

Your Local 
Commercial Connection

5th Street, Heart of old Katy, 
Renovated commercial building. 
Great retail or small office site. 

T he University of Houston Sys-
tem at Cinco Ranch has served 
the Katy community for more 

than 35 years, offering students a 
college education without having to 
leave the area.

UH System at Cinco Ranch was 
founded in 1980 as the West Houston 
Institute, allowing the university to 
offer night classes at Memorial and 
Westchester high schools, said Rich-
ard Phillips, UH System associate 
vice chancellor for system initiatives.

“It started as an outreach effort,” 
Phillips said. “It was just for select 
course work. At that time, you took 
some classes here but still had to go to 
the university to earn your degree.”

As enrollment grew, the UH System 
rented space at Park 10 from 1982 
until 1988. A land and building dona-
tion from Cinco Ranch Ventures, a 

The University of Houston System at Cinco Ranch facility contains 20 classrooms and a virtual library.
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coalition of companies that purchased 
the master-planned development, 
made it possible for the UH System 
to establish a permanent learning 
center at 4242 S. Mason Road in 1988, 
Phillips said. 

The facility was subsequently named 
the UH System at Cinco Ranch. 

In 2001, UHSCR was reorganized 
as a teaching center, which meant 
students from all UH system uni-
versities were able to attend classes 
there. It offered other benefits to 
students too, Phillips said.

“When [administration officials] 
realized the need out here, they 
changed it to a teaching center,” 
Phillips said. “We went from just a few 
classes to offering degrees.”

Approximately 1,500 students 
enroll at the Cinco Ranch facility 
each semester because of its  

convenience, said UHSCR Program 
Director Owen Campbell.

“Some students only have a small 
window of opportunity to go to 
school, and for some students it’s 
during rush hour,” Campbell said. 
“We give the opportunity to take a 
15-minute drive that’s not in traffic, 
and they get all the benefits and are 
able to earn their degree.”

With increasing enrollment, the 
Texas legislature has approved a bill 
that enables the UH System to buy 
land to develop a new campus in Katy.

Phillips said because it is still early in 
the process, university officials are still 
discussing how UHSCR will tie into 
the new development. Campbell said 
the staff’s mission will not change.

“We’re still here for the students,” 
Campbell said. “We’re here to help 
them get an education.”

University of Houston System at Cinco Ranch
Facility offers several programs to help students earn degrees
By Fares Sabawi

HISTORY       KATY

1980 1990 20102001

1980
University of Houston system founds 
West Houston Institute, offering night 
classes in Memorial and Westchester 
high schools.

1982
The institute moves to its 
location in the Park 10 
business district.

2001
UHS-Cinco Ranch 
reorganizes to offer 
higher education 
classes to UH system 
students.

1988
WHI moves to Cinco Ranch and 
becomes University of Houston 
System at Cinco Ranch.

2013
UHSCR becomes a 
smoke-free campus as 
part of a system-wide 
initiative.

Source: UH System at Cinco Ranch/Community Impact Newspaper
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Pre-Autumn 

2015 
Collection
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July 10th - August 9th, 2015

*While supplies last. Free ring must be of equal or lesser value 
to each of the rings purchased. Dollar value of rings purchased may 

not be applied to any other promotional offer.

it’s easy as 
1, 2, free

With a single same 
day Brighton purchase 
of two in-store stock 
rings get a third one 
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Pre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-AutumnPre-Autumn
Back to 
School

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

New Location at LaCenterra

281-394-9272

1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281.395.4595

 Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 

• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art
Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Consuela 

Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley • Spartina

Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

D
26

40
5

it’s easy as 
1, 2, free

With a single same 
day Brighton purchase 
of two in-store stock 

LOVE 
STACK, 
BABY

July 10th - August 9th, 2015

*While supplies last. Free ring must be of equal or lesser value 

to each of the rings purchased. Dollar value of rings purchased may 

not be applied to any other promotional offer.

it’s easy as 
1, 2, free

With a single same 

day Brighton purchase 

of two in-store stock 

rings get a third one 
FREE!*

+ =

{free}

+ =

{free}

+ =

{free}

On June 15, a representative with 
architectural firm Stantec presented the 
design for the district’s largest renova-
tion project, the nearly $23.5 million 
reconstruction of Memorial Parkway 
Junior High School at 21203 Highland 
Knolls Drive. 

Project Director Laura Sachtelben 
has managed previous district renova-
tions and said the eight-phase renova-
tion would not affect classes or activ-
ities, despite timeline estimates that 
span from as early as this November 
through perhaps 2018.* 

Major construction
Three of the largest activity facilities 

projects slated for development are the 
new stadium complex, the $16 million 
South Transportation Center at 3151 
Falcon Landing Blvd. and a $22.5 mil-
lion expansion to the Gerald G. Young 

Agricultural Sciences Center at 5825 
Katy Hockley Cut Off Road. 

The stadium project, led by architec-
tural firm VLK and Stewart Builders, 
will include 12,000 seats, a two-story 
press box and a Live Action Media 
Broadcast System 
that district stu-
dents in the audio 
engineering and 
film programs will 
learn to operate. 

Janet Thomason, 
president of the Katy 
Parents of Gifted 
and Talented orga-
nization, served on 
the November 2013 
bond committee that established the 
funding parameters and set the facility 
priority list for the 2014 bond measure.  

“The big argument was the stadium,” 
Thomason said. “You’re never going to 
come to a consensus on that. Everyone 
has projects and other programs they 

want. But I want [board members and 
administrators] to think outside the box 
and solve the facility issues in an efficient 
way. I trust them to do their job.”

At the June meeting, Frailey said the 
stadium would provide overcrowding 

relief for the cur-
rent stadium, par-
ticularly as a new 
high school in Ven-
tana Lakes opens 
in 2017. By district 
estimates, the sta-
dium will bring in 
more than $500,000 
annually through 
ticket sales and con-
cessions. It will also 

be used for arts fairs, festivals and other 
sporting events such as soccer. 

Frailey said the South Transpor-
tation Center, which is scheduled to 
begin construction as early as Octo-
ber 2015 and is set to open Decem-
ber 2016, is vital to providing more 

efficient bus service to the southwest 
quadrant of the district. He said buses 
now run out of the transportation cen-
ter north of I-10, which means drivers 
must travel long distances to service 
schools on the south side or to trans-
port those students to field trips and 
sporting events. 

Bus service, or the lack thereof, was 
a hotly debated topic during the 2015 
board of trustees election held May 9. 
Prior to the election, prominent “hir-
ing drivers” ads were placed on the dis-
trict website and recruiting efforts were 
ramped up to hire more drivers. 

“Qualification [for bus drivers] is dif-
ficult,” Frailey said. “We provide paid 
training and go above and beyond with 
things like barbecue lunches [to let them 
know they are appreciated] … the split 
shift can be a challenge [for drivers].” 

The agricultural center expansion 
is the third major project budgeted 
in the 2014 bond. The existing center 
contains seven barns—one for each 

Municipal bonds are 
issued by state-sponsored 

agencies to pay for system 
improvements. The bonds are issued 

to investors at a guaranteed interest rate 
that is paid back over a given period of time. 

Bonds in
 a 

nutsh
ell

2014 Bond overview

Total: $748,118,930

47.7%

18.1%

10.8%

6.7%

5.6%

4.9%
4.5% 1.7%

Six new schools

Six campus renovations

Student activity facilities
Second stadium                                                                

Agricultural sciences center

Technology

Existing facilities components

Facility expansions

Other

Safety and security

Repaying the bond How does a  
bond work?

Total district tax rate: 

$1.5266

The district has a specific debt service fund 
that is used to repay bond debt. Low interest 
rates are good for the district because it 
means a lower payback cost over time. 
However, investors who buy bonds look for 
higher interest rates for a better rate of return 
on their investment. 

per $100

General operating fund 
$1.1266

Debt service fund
$0.4000

Bond principal and interest payments are 
made through the debt service fund

The general operating fund pays annual 
expenses overhead

A bond committee is formed 
to discuss needs and establish 
parameters. Voters approve 
bond measure.

Municipal securities 
dealers underwrite and 
insure the bonds.

A financing team is 
assembled to prepare 
offering documents and 
presentations to rating 
agencies and investors. 

The offering price is set and 
initial offering is made to the 
public, typically through the 
municipal securities dealers.   

“The big argument 
was the stadium. 
You’re never going 
to come to a 
consensus on that.”

—Janet Thomason, Katy ISD bond 
committee member

Bond
Continued from | 1
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“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

WELCOME!
St. Paul Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church

1717 KATY GAP ROAD, KATY TEXAS 77494 | 281-201-6439 | STPAULSORTHODOX.ORG

“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”  Acts 26:10“And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

Orthodoxy - the unchanging faith 
and teaching of the Apostles

Katy Gap Rd.

Kinggsland Blvlvl d.
99

Sunday Services. Matins @ 9:30 a.m. followed by the divine liturgy

high school—in which Future Farm-
ers of America students raise animals. 
Four new spaces will provide collab-
orative learning space and room for 
a farmers market to sell products. A 
5,000-seat outdoor arena, pavilion and 
eco-pond will host the district’s annual 
livestock and rodeo show and provide 
additional outdoor learning experi-
ences for FFA students. The estimated 
timeline for the project is March 2016 
through August 2017. 

Purchasing debt
Katy residents were given priority 

when the first bond installment was 
sold on Feb. 2. 

Clarence Grier, a managing director at 
RBC Capital Markets, was on the team 
that coordinated the sale of the first $180 
million transaction. Other members of 
the team include KISD CFO Christo-
pher J. Smith and representatives from 
J.P. Morgan, the underwriter for the 
majority of the bonds. 

At a Feb. 9 presentation to the KISD 
board of trustees, Grier said about 
$290,000 of the first installment was 
purchased by Katy area residents.

“We were very mindful that this being 
the first installment ... Katy residents 
were given first priority,” Grier said. 

In total Grier said roughly $4.6 mil-
lion in bonds were sold to individual 
investors. Katy residents were able to 
make purchases through an invest-
ment broker just as they would pur-
chase stocks or mutual funds. Grier 
said several residents invested as 
much as $20,000 each. 

“We were very mindful of the fact 
we’d probably have a lot of first time 
municipal bondholders who would 
have a lot of questions. [Christoper J. 
Smith] and his team included Edward 
Jones as well as Fidelity [to assist inves-
tors] because they have offices within 
Katy,” Grier said. “So people [had] a 
place to actually come in—there’s a 
place provided for them to get their 

questions answered.”
KISD is on a three- to four-year bond 

schedule, although Frailey said bonds 
are not always proposed each cycle. For 
example, 2009 was scheduled as a bond 
year but it was pushed to 2010. Frailey 
said the next available bond window is 
2017 or 2018.  

“I think people expect the minute [a 
bond] is approved all of the money is 
instantly going to be spent,” Thomason 
said. “You’re never going to come up 
with a perfect plan that pleases every-
one, but the big thing we had to keep in 
mind is keeping up with growth.”

*For details on the renovation,  
see page 19.

Glossary

Major bond events to date

Municipal bond
A bond that is issued by a state or 
state-sponsored entity, such as a city 
or school board. Investors purchase 
bonds at a set interest rate for a set 
period of time. 

Institutional buyers
Municipal bonds are often purchased 
by fund managers as a secure 
investment for pension funds and 
mutual funds.

Retail order period
When a bond is issued, a period of 
time may be set aside specifically so 
individual investors, also called retail 
customers, can make a purchase 
before institutional investors are able 
to buy. 

Underwriter
An investment banker or municipal 
securities dealer who purchases the 
entire bond amount in order to resell 
the debt to individual and institutional 
investors. An underwriter is chosen 
either through negotiation or a 
competitive bid process. 

Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March MarchApril May June July
2014 2015 2017

Nov. 4, 2014
Voters approve  
$748 million bond  
referendum

Dec. 1, 2014
Planning meeting 
with vendors and 
contractors

Dec. 15, 2014
KISD approves HKS as 
the new architect for 
the second stadium

Jan. 14, 2015
KISD board of 
trustees approves 
construction 
of Junior High 
School No. 14

April 22, 2015
Ground breaking of 
Junior High School No. 15 
and High School No. 8
Estimated  
completion dates
Junior High School No. 
15: March 2017
High School No. 8:  
June 2017

June 22, 2015
Board of trustees approves 
renovation design for 
Memorial Parkway Junior 
High School

May 20, 2015
Ground breaking of 
Elementary School No. 39
Estimated completion: 
June 2016

June 9, 2015
Ground breaking of 
Elementary School No. 38
Estimated completion: 
June 2016

Feb. 19, 2015
Ground breaking of 
Junior High School 
No. 14
Estimated completion: 
June 2016

Feb. 17, 2015
$2 million approved 
for bond projects to 
provide technology 
retrofits

May 18, 2015
Board of trustees approves 
safety upgrades for Fielder 
and Hayes Elementary schools 
and a design for the South 
Transportation Center on 
Falcon Landing Blvd.

March 2017
Estimated start date 
for Elementary School 
No. 40
Estimated completion:  
June 2018

Nov. 24, 2014
Katy ISD board of trustees 
approves architects for 
projects
Projects include Mayde 
Creek High School 
renovations, upgrades to the 
South Transportation Center, 
and expansions at  
five junior high schools.

Sources: Katy ISD, Municipal Securities Rulemaking 
Board/Community Impact Newspaper

Would you invest in Katy ISD bonds?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/kty-poll

The district maintains detailed 
construction updates and financial 

transparency reports with full official 
budgets and annual spending reports 

going back to 2008 at www.katyisd.org.
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Now open in Memorial
and Cinco Ranch

Cinco Ranch
9727 Spring Green Blvd.
Ste. 900
Katy, TX 77494
281-789-6300

Memorial
12850 Memorial Dr.
Ste. 210
Houston, TX 77024
832-827-4000

Hours: 
Monday through Friday
4:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.

urgentcare.texaschildrens.org
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Diversity
Continued from | 1

Katy’s 302,705 residents iden-
tified as non-white in 2000. 
KAEDC anticipates the trend 
will continue through 2019, 
when minorities are projected 
to make up roughly 33 percent 
of Katy’s residents.

 “I think [growth in diver-
sity] has been a trend for 
years,” said Harris County Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Steve 
Radack. “There’s no question 
about that.”

The emergence of cultures 
has also led to more cultur-
ally specific businesses that 
ultimately benefit the econ-
omy, said KAEDC president 
Lance LaCour.

New houses of worship
Local Hindus opened the 

Center of Gayatri Concious-
ness, the first permanent Hindu 
temple in Katy, at 20914 Park 
Row Drive on June 26.

Hundreds of people gath-
ered for the opening ceremony, 
which was filled with prayer, 
music and a short walk symbol-
izing a religious journey. 

“We want to unite not just 
the Hindu community, but 
the entire community,” said 
O.P. Sharma, one of a handful 
of Hindus who traveled from  
Shantikunj, the organization’s 
ashram in India, to organize 
the opening ceremony. 

The 4,200-square-foot tem-
ple is housed in a former ware-
house, which cost the religious 
group more than $600,000 to 
renovate. Local Hindu resi-
dents funded it with donations 
and a bank loan, said Jayani 
Parikh, temple communica-
tions director.

“There [are] a lot of Hindu 
temples in Houston, but Katy 
[did not] have any,” Parikh 
said. “Now people don’t have 
to go far away to pray and take 
part in a religious organiza-
tion.”

The temple is open, but it 
will not be completed until 
Fiberglas decorations are 
delivered from India to place 
in front of the building. Parikh 
said the temple should be com-
plete in three months. 

At 1800 Baker Road, local 
Muslims celebrated the 

construction of the largest per-
manent mosque in the Greater 
Katy area  June 13.

“As our community grows, 
the need for something perma-
nent comes up,” said Ahmed 
El-Shenawy, Muslim-American 
Society-Katy center manager.

The 20,000-square-foot mas-
jid, which will serve about a 
thousand people each week, 
took two years to complete. 
Initially people within the Katy 
community expressed concerns 
about MAS-Katy, but relations 
have improved since then, 
El-Shenawy said. 

“[Some Katy area residents] 
thought we would be closing 
the gates on ourselves and not 
interact with anyone,” El-Shen-
awy said. “We’re here to be a 
part of this community and a 
part of Katy.”

To help improve relations 
with the Greater Katy commu-
nity, MAS-Katy puts together 
outreach events so people can 
learn more about them, El- 
Shenawy said. 

After its Eid al-Fitr festival 
July 17 marking the end of the 
Muslim holy month of Rama-
dan, the mosque is planning 
an outreach dinner with peo-
ple from all faiths, El-Shenawy 
said. An expanded community 
center is also planned.

 “[The community center] 
can also be used for big func-
tions,” he said. “Our intention 
is not just to have it for Mus-
lims. We want our neighbors 
to use it too. The doors will be 
open for anyone to stop by and 
enjoy the facilities.”

A subsequent phase 
includes a new two-story 
Islamic school. Neither proj-
ect has a completion date, 
El-Shenawy said. 

As the community changes, 
houses of worship follow suit 
to meet the needs of the pop-
ulation. 

Recinos, the Iglesia Faro 
de Luz pastor, has lived in 
Houston since 2006. He said 
he wanted to build a church 
for Spanish-speaking residents  
in the Katy area because of its 
growth.

“[Katy] is growing in all 
aspects, and I believe it was a 
good place for a church and for 
the Hispanic community mov-
ing into the area,” Recinos said. 

Business diversity 
To promote the Center of 

Gayatri Conciousness, Parikh 
said she turned to the Indian 
supermarkets around Katy.

“We would pass out fliers 
there on the weekend and 
everybody was very recep-
tive,” Parikh said. “They’ve 
wanted something like this to 
come to Katy.”

Culturally specific super-
markets in Greater Katy are 
one way to trace the rise in 
diversity, Parikh said.

“I live in Cinco Ranch, 

and everywhere we go we  
see a diverse community,”  
Parikh said. 

Within a 2-mile stretch on 
South Mason Road, several 
stores provide groceries from 
different regions, such as India, 
the Middle East, Africa and 
Central America.

“We import 90 percent of 
our groceries from India and 
10 percent from other places, 
like Britain and Bangladesh,” 
said KT Bombay & Bazaar 
owner Narayan Chaudhari.

Ethnic grocery stores do not 

just serve customers within 
their culture, Chaudhari said. 

“European, British and 
American people come here 
too,” Chaudhari said. “That’s 
why I enjoy this community.”

“It creates a positive effect 
on the community as a whole,” 
LaCour said. “The more diverse 
Katy becomes, the more foreign 
companies consider Katy as a 
place to locate their business.”

Diversity in Greater Katy

Demographic trends

Houses of worship

The Katy area has become more diverse in recent 
years, with an increasing number of African-, 
Asian- and Hispanic-American people. The trend is 
expected to continue into 2019.

Five new houses of worship are under construction 
or recently opened in 2015, including Christian 
churches, a Hindu temple and a mosque.  

White

Race Ethnicity

Black Asian/Pacific Islander Other* Hispanic Non-Hispanic

83.3%

16.7%

80.7%

9.2%
5.2%

4.9%

2000
census

70%

11%

10%

73%

27%

9%

2010
census

67%

8.8%

11.5%

12.7%

70%

30%

projections
2019

*American Indian, Alaskan native, two or more races, other
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Park Row Dr.
10

3  Katy Community 
Fellowship 
(under construction)
24102 Kingsland Blvd. 
281-381-0099
www.katyfellowship.com

4  Muslim-American 
Society Katy Mosque
1800 Baker Road
281-717-4622
www.maskaty.org

1  Iglesia El Faro De Luz 
(under construction) 
4900 Greenhouse Road
713-857-0340
www.iglesiafarodeluz.org

5  Redeemer 
Community Church
(under construction) 
24201 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
281-371-2156
www.redeemercommunity.org

2  Center for Gayatri 
Conciousness
20914 Park Row Drive
281-717-4895
www.texas.awgp.org

Sources: Katy Area Economic Development Corporation and Harris County Permits Office/Community Impact Newspaper
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Map not to scale
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Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494
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Average price of homes sold  June 2014 vs.  June 2015
Market Data
On the market  (June 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 42/29 3/21 7/54 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 84/31 19/31 13/31 4/22

$200,000–$299,999 – 57/57 64/28 70/70 107/40

$300,000–$399,999 8/64 1/67 42/55 38/93 246/70

$400,000–$499,999 10/30 3/27 23/35 26/100 172/73

$500,000–$599,999 2/79 – 22/48 6/36 100/89

$600,000–$799,999 3/69 1/360 15/40 3/96 54/75

$800,000–$999,999 5/93 – 4/23 4/59 20/117

$1 million + 5/246 – 11/60 4/142 17/167  

REAL ESTATE

Castle Rock Village is located a mile 
away from Morton Ranch High School 
and 2 miles away from Katy Mills. The 
subdivision features amenities for the 
entire family, including a swimming pool 
and a playground in the Castle Rock 
Recreation Center. The greenbelt trails 
within the subdivision increase walkability 
in the area as well.

Castle Rock, 77449

20918 Windsor Hollow Court  $170,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,291 sq. ft.
Agent: Enrique Martinez  
Champions Real Estate Group 832-868-9833

21027 Morgan Knoll Lane $257,900

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,858 sq. ft.
Agent: Stephanie Eager  
Keller Williams   832-429-5215

20902 Balmoral Glen Lane  $189,995

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,547 sq. ft.
Agent: Jacqueline Wallman
Texas Homes Realty   281-646-9929

209027 Balmoral Glen Lane  $170,000

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,374 sq. ft.
Agent: Mickie Cioccia  
Mickie C & Company Realty  281-717-4412

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 7/7/15

Build-out year: 2015
Builders include: Castle Rock Communities
Square footage: 1,582–2,866
Home values: $136,000–$305,000
HOA dues (estimated): $455 annually 
Amenities: walking trails, pool, playground
Schools: Franz Elementary, Morton Ranch 
Junior High, Morton Ranch High School
Property taxes (in dollars):
Katy ISD  1.52660 
Harris County  0.41731 
Harris County Flood Control District 0.02736 
Port of Houston Authority  0.01531 
Harris County Hospital District  0.17000 
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.00600 
Castlewood MUD  0.70000 
Harris County ESD No. 47  0.09664
Total (per $100 value) $2.95922

6

Homes on 
the market*

$6,427

Median annual 
property taxes

$217,185

Median 
home value

18

Average days on 
the market*

4

Homes under 
contract*

$90.83

Median price 
per square foot

77441

77494

77493
77449

77450

77094

99

10

6

1093

529

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

+4.5%

+14%

-1.5%

-1.5%

-1.5%

And Who Should I Trust?
It’s been said that most Sellers want the 
same fi ve things:

They want the highest price possible…
in the shortest amount of time…with 
the least amount of inconvenience.  They 
also want to have good communication 
between themselves and the agent they 
hire and they would like to see a diligent 
eff ort by the Realtor.

The professionals at Coldwell Banker 
United, REALTORS are focused on using 
their expertise, their dedication, their 
relocation and brand leadership, and any 
other skills that will help Sellers. What 
they can also do is be honest, provide 
the necessary information to make 
good decisions and then deliver on their 
promises.

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy



Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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RIGHT NOW,  
life is definitely a picnic.

With wandering hike & bike trails, playgrounds, an amazing waterpark and expansive dog park all  

surrounded by rolling hills and sparkling lakes, Cross Creek Ranch has everything you want in the great 

outdoors – right here, right now. Discover the life you’re looking for today in Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

RIGHT NOW, 
life is definitely a picnic.

ACRES OF
  GREEN
SPACE

ADVENTURE
ISLAND
WATERPARK

OVER 15
MILES OF
TRAILS

With wandering hike & bike trails, playgrounds, an amazing waterpark and expansive dog park all 

surrounded by rolling hills and sparkling lakes, Cross Creek Ranch has everything you want in the great 

outdoors – right here, right now. Discover the life you’re looking for today in Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    
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