
All-new and 
completely 
redesigned 

Our new website revolves around you—
the reader—and offers insight into local 
businesses, road work, commercial 
development, education, real estate and 
more. Based on location, we connect your 
desktop or mobile device to online-exclusive 
news and the in-paper stories you love.

communityimpact.com features

Local news and photos delivered 
in a continuous-scroll experience 

An interactive map of businesses 
that are Coming Soon & more 

Comments and conversations 
posted by friends and neighbors 

Guides to exploring new parts  
of your community and beyond

Information about neighborhood, 
citywide and regional events

Become a more informed citizen. 
Visit communityimpact.com.
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Fire and emergency management services continue to expand with population

Texas increases road funding

By Jocelyn Kerr
In the wake of Memorial Day week-

end flooding in Fort Bend County and 
the start of hurricane season June 1, the 
city of Katy is launching its first emer-
gency operations center. In a confer-
ence room of the police station, the city 
had its first EOC simulated emergency 
practice session in May. The room will 

be outfitted with new computers by July 
and ready for use in a large-scale emer-
gency, officials said. 

“We’re trying to keep up with the 
times and manage the growth,” Katy 
Emergency Management Coordinator 
Maria Galvez said. 

Harris and Fort Bend counties have 
long had emergency operations centers 

to coordinate emergency response 
efforts. After the Memorial Day week-
end flooding in and around Simonton 
in District No. 3, Fort Bend County 
came close to activating its emergency 
response system, Precinct 3 Constable 
Rob Cook said. 

Cook and county constables assisted 
See ESDs | 38

See Transportation | 41

Legislation shifts sales tax to State Highway Fund

6 IMPACTS
Now Open, Coming Soon 
& more

11 FIRST LOOK
Marassi Pizzeria

17 HEALTH CARE
Memorial Hermann opens 
new center

By David Pollan and Matt Stephens 
Texas Senate and House legislators have approved a bill 

that would significantly increase state transportation funding 
beginning in 2018. 

The bill—Senate Joint Resolution 5— would amend the 
constitution to dedicate $2.5 billion of the general sales tax 
to the State Highway Fund beginning in 2018 and then 35 
percent from motor vehicle sales tax revenue after the first 
$5 billion beginning in 2020. Transportation funding from 
motor vehicle sales tax revenue is expected to be about $500 
million to $600 million in 2020, said Scott Haywood, presi-
dent of Move Texas Forward. 
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Senate Joint Resolution 5 increases the percentage of general sales tax 
and motor vehicle sales tax revenue sent to the State Highway Fund.
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City launches emergency operations center
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EXCITEMENT!
SUIT UP FOR

LAZY RIVER    WATERPARK    SLIDE TOWER

TowneLakeTexas.com | 281.256.2772

TOWNE LAKE RESIDENT WATERPARK NOW OPEN
NOW THROUGH JULY, TOUR THE NEW WATERPARK AND RECEIVE A

FREE GIFT. CALL THE WELCOME CENTER TO RESERVE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

Saturdays: 11 am, 1 & 3 pm | Sundays: 1 & 3 pm

CaldwellCos.com | 713.690.0000

067-831 CommImpact Ad June 9.1837x11.25 MECH.indd   1 6/1/15   3:01 PM
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Come on
over.
We’re right here in West Houston and
ready to partner with you in the health
care of your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency
room, pediatric intensive care unit and
more than 20 pediatric subspecialties 
conveniently located on site, we offer top
care for kids, close to home. From sports
medicine to cardiology to ophthalmology,
our specialty clinics are staffed by experts
in their fields using the most advanced
technology, in facilities designed specifically
for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation
by U.S.News & World Report and is the
highest ranked children’s hospital in the
southwest. The next time your child
needs medical care, come to us. We’re all
about kids.

For maps and information, visit 
westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

© 2015 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll. WC451_121814

Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus

18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC451_ad_WC_ComeOnOver_ImpactNews_Layout 1  12/23/14  11:06 AM  Page 1
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A D V A N C E  Y O U R  C A R E E R  W I T H  U S .  C A L L  1 . 8 6 6 . 4 4 1 . 4 5 6 7 .

Open Monday to Saturday
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Appointments available 
24-hour ER

24-hr ER

Primary Care

IMAGING SERVICES

Physical Therapy

Now you can access a network of comprehensive care  
at Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center.

With primary care physicians, a 24-hour ER, advanced 
imaging – including ultrasound, X-ray and CT scan –  
and more, we’re revolutionizing the concept of accessible 
care. It’s convenience without compromise.

Located at the northeast corner of the Grand Parkway 
and Westpark Tollway.

22430 Grand Corner Dr.
Katy, TX 77494

713.222.CARE  •  memorialhermann.org

Providing the full  
spectrum of care.

TRUSTED
CARE FROM

TRUSTED NEIGHBORS

NOW  O
PEN
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Summer has officially 
arrived. The kids are out 
of school, the weather is 
warming up and there 
are plenty of outdoor 
activities to enjoy in Katy.   

If you are looking for 
something fun to do on 
Fourth of July, look no 
further. On Page 27, we 
have included a calendar 

of festivities in the Greater Katy region and on Page 
32 you will find a close-up feature on the Eighth 
Annual LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch Fourth of July 
Celebration, sponsored by Texas Children’s Hospi-
tal West Campus. Whether you prefer a cookout, 
a parade or you just like to watch the fireworks, it 
appears there is something for everyone this holiday. 

If you are like members of my family and you prefer 

to enjoy celebrating America’s birthday at home, you 
might enjoy our Stargazing Guide on Page 34.  In this 
guide you’ll find constellations that will be visible in 
July as well as some facts about stars and places to 
observe them in the area. 

If you are out at these local events and see your 
Community Impact Newspaper team, please stop by 
and say hello. As always, we enjoy meeting you and 
hearing from our readers in the greater Katy area. 

To stay connected to the community, please look us 
up on our new website, communityimpact.com. We 
not only post events in the area, we also update our 
in-paper stories throughout the month.

Have a safe and fun holiday.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL
How prepared are you for 
hurricane season? 

 Take the poll online at communityimpact.com/kty-poll

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What’s your take on the Katy area’s 
economic outlook?
With all the oil and gas industry layoffs, the area has to be 
negatively affected

  37% 
Manufacturing and medical companies will bring a surplus 
of jobs to the area

  32% 
The downturn will create new opportunities in engineering, 
accounting and research

  24%
Higher education programs will flourish as people go back 
to school

  5%
Other

  2%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 5/28/15–6/15/15
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4  Chick-fil-A Katy Green opened 
June 11 at 19303 I-10, Katy. This 
location is the third location run by 
Katy franchisee Rusty Wylie, and 
the location features a new heritage-
themed design that pays homage to the 
franchise’s history since its inception. 
Kids can enjoy the brand new indoor 
playground in the restaurant as well. 
281-578-7171. www.chick-fil-a.com

5  Cinco Ranch Sleep Center 
opened May 1 at 440 Cobia Drive, 
Ste. 1002, Katy. The center offers 
diagnostic sleep study services to 
help individuals zero in on any 
sleep-related issues or potential 
life-threatening disorders that they 
may have. Cinco Ranch Sleep Center 
is open 24 hours a day to meet all 
patient work schedules.  
281-407-0085.  
www.cincoranchsleep.com

6  Cocohodo opened in May at 1645 
Winding Hollow Drive, Ste. 201, Katy. 
The cafe serves a variety of ice creams 
and hot and cold drinks, including tea 
and coffee. Healthier drinks include 
the green tea latte, grain latte and the 
black bean latte. 832-321-5849.  
www.cocohodousa.com

7  Kids Oasis opened in June at 1645 
Winding Hollow Drive, Ste. 104, Katy. 
The day care center, which is open six 
days a week, places children of different 
ages in curriculum-based learning 
programs while simultaneously 
incorporating fun activities. 
281-717-8977. www.kidsoasis.us 

8  Luxury Beauty Store opened in 
June at Katy Mills, 5000 Katy Mills 
Circle. The shop offers cosmetics, 
skincare, fragrance, bath and salon 
products and services. The store carries 
brand names such as Ralph Lauren, 
Yves Saint Laurent, Giorgio Armani 

Now Open

1  Adidas opened in June at Katy 
Mills, 5000 Katy Mills Circle. The 
5,000-square-foot store offers footwear, 
clothing and accessories for men, 
women and children. Adidas also sells 
athletic gear, which makes the store 
appealing to a wide range of shoppers. 
281-644-5015. www.adidas.com

2  A&M Nails Spa opened May 6 at 
1230 N. Mason Road, Ste. 450, Katy. 
The spa offers manicures, pedicures 
facials and eyelash extensions. 
Children up to age 10 can enjoy the 
“princess and prince” manicures.  
281-394-4688. www.amnailsspa.com

3  BP Omega Postal Xpress opened 
at the end of June at 1230 N. Mason 
Road, Ste. 650, Katy. The store provides 
services such as money orders, money 
transfers and check cashing as well as 
copy, fax and notary services. The store 
also rents out mailboxes.  
832-818-0356.  
www.bpomegapostalxpress.com

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Mom of 3 kids! 

6 week makeover - 395lbs LOST!

3 Months at Premier!

Learn More About Our 31 Day 
Transformation Plan!

281-394-5562 | PremierptStudio.com

Our Clients Are! Are You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready For ?
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Compiled by Fares Sabawi

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com

and L’Oréal. 281-644-5015.  
www.simon.com/mall/katy-mills

9  Safari Kids Learning Center 
opened in May at 24936 Katy Ranch 
Road, Katy. The center offers a summer 
camp program, a before and after-
school program, a kids culinary 
program, a Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math program and 
more. 832-583-9700.  
www.safarikidslearningcenter.com

Coming Soon

10  Absolute Nutrition and 
Fitness will open this July at 25600 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 300, Katy. 
Absolute Nutrition and Fitness 
provides high-quality training, 
massage therapy, chiropractic 
adjustments and nutrition 
counseling. Trainers tailor the 
workouts to each individual’s needs. 
diane.w@afan4life.com.

11  Converse will open in late June 
or early July at Katy Mills, 5000 Katy 
Mills Circle. The shoe store offers the 
latest trends for men, women and 
children including the Chuck Taylor 
shoe line, available in different styles 
and colors. 281-644-5015.  
www.converse.com

12  Monster Vape is expected to open 
later this year at 24515 I-10, Ste. 300, 
Katy. Monster Vape is an e-cigarette 
store, providing vape pens and vape 
flavors. This is the company’s first 
Greater Houston-area location. 
Monster Vape also sells premium vape 
flavors, which are handcrafted for more 
flavor. www.monstervape.com

13  OfficeMakers is opening a 
showroom this summer at 1005 
Katyland Drive, Katy. The store sells 
office furniture, including chairs, 

cubicles, desks and tables as well as 
filing and storing cabinets.  
713-461-1277. www.officemakers.com 

14  Star Cinema Grill will build a 
42,000-square-foot theater in the Katy 
area near the intersection of Westpark 
Tollway and the Grand Parkway. The 
theater mixes entertainment and 
dining. Moviegoers can order drinks 
and entrees from the cinema’s menu 
while they watch a movie. It is slated to 
open in fall 2016.  
www.starcinemagrill.net

Relocations

15  Salon Langeveldt relocated to 
1645 Winding Hollow Drive Ste. 102, 
Katy, in Tiger Town Plaza. The salon 
offers all types of hair services such as 
Brazilian blowouts, frizz treatments, 
haircuts and hair coloring. The salon 
also sells hair-care products.  
281-717-4452.  
www.salonlangeveldt.com

16  Thanh Ho Taylor Family 
Medicine relocated to 5423 E. Fifth 
St. Ste. D, Katy. The clinic provides 
traditional medical care as well as 
complementary therapies. The clinic 
also promotes health news and 
education to all its patients.  
888-704-9203.  
www.drtaylor.doctorsoffice.net

17  The Katy Plumbing Company 
relocated to 1704 Avenue D, Katy. 
The family-owned and operated local 
company provides plumbing services 
and repairs to both commercial 
and residential customers. The Katy 
Plumbing Company also offers 24-
hour emergency services. 281-601-1513. 
www.katyplumbers.com

Anniversaries

18  Johnny’s Pizza House, located 
at 24437 I-10, Ste. 100, Katy, recently 
celebrated its first anniversary. The 
chain’s signature items include the 
11-topping Sweep the Kitchen pizza. 
Dine-in, carry-out and delivery options 
are available. 281-394-7330.  
www.pizzakatytexas.com

19  Athletic Performance Lab, located 
at 481 Katy Fort Bend Road, Ste. 210, 
Katy, celebrated its first anniversary. 
The training facility offers both 
strength and sport-specific training to 
both teams and individuals. Trained 
medical staff are present on-site, 
including chiropractors and physical 
therapists. Massage services are 
available on-site as well. 281-394-9494. 
www.thelabkaty.com

20  Texas Children’s Urgent Care, 
the first urgent care branch of Texas 
Children’s Hospital in Katy, provides 
quick medical care for children at 9727 
Spring Green Blvd., Katy. The urgent 
care center recently celebrated its first 
anniversary and offers weekend and 
evening hours. Lab work and X-rays 
are performed on-site. 281-789-6300. 
www.texaschildrens.org/urgentcare

21  Vintage Back Roads has been open 
for a year at 6193 Highway Blvd. Ste. 
209, Katy. The store sells refurbished 
furniture and collectibles. In addition 
to the furniture on display, customers 
can bring in their own furniture to 
have it refurbished by Vintage Back 
Roads. 281-391-4141.  
www.vintagebackroadskatytx.com

Chick-fil-A Katy Green is the first location in 
the Katy area with a heritage-themed design.
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Cocohodo serves a variety of ice cream and 
coffee, both hot and cold.
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Three new stores are coming to Katy Mills: 
Adidas, Converse and Luxury Beauty Store.
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Customers can have their furniture refurbished 
at Vintage Back Roads.
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Location. Location. Innovation.
Meritage Homes has 4 family-friendly communities in the West  

Houston area with incredibly energy-efficient ENERGY STAR® homes  

starting in the mid $200s. Plus, with beautifully designed floor plans  

and close proximity to shopping, entertainment and thoroughfares,  

you’ll love where you call home.

The potential amount of energy savings is based on a 2012 average HERS score of 65 or less.  Actual energy savings and performance of any home or any of its features may vary widely, and may be more or less than indicated savings and performance, depending 
on the personal energy consumption choices of the occupants and changes in energy provider rates and programs. Pictures and other promotional materials are representative and may depict or contain floor plans, square footages (All base square footages are 

shown as “A” elevation with masonry and may be greater or less than the base square footage based on the elevation.), elevations, options, upgrades, extra design features, decorations, floor coverings, specialty light fixtures, custom paint and 
wall coverings, window treatments (such as shutters, drapes, etc.), landscaping, pool, spa, sound and alarm systems, furnishings, appliances, and other designer/decorator features and amenities that are not included as part of the home and/
or may not be available in all communities. Home and community information is subject to change, and homes to prior sale, at any time without notice or obligation. Not an offer or solicitation to sell real property. Offers to sell real property may only 
be made and accepted at the sales center for individual Meritage Homes communities. See sales associate for details. Meritage Homes® is a registered trademark of Meritage Homes Corporation. ©2015 Meritage Homes Corporation. All rights reserved.

Bringing families home 
 for 30 years.

Want to know more? Call or visit us online.  
877-715-8720 |  meritagehomes.com/houston
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FM 1093

Westheimer Parkway

Westhpark Tollway

10
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Katy Freeway

1. Cardiff Ranch 
Katy • From the high $200s

2. Silver Ranch 
Katy • From the mid $200s

3. Westlake 
Katy • From the high $300s

4. Falls at Green Meadows 
Katy • Only six quick move-ins remain

RECEIVE A FREE GIFT: When you visit a Meritage community and bring this ad with you.

These hands cared for you.. .
Now let our hands care for them

We invite you to come in to take a tour of our beautiful 
community and meet our new Resident Care Director, 

Trish Grueneberg, RN, MSN. 

With an individualized care plan provided at The Solana 
Terrace Assisted Living and the Solana Gardens Memory 

Care, you know that your loved one's needs and assistance 
from our staff are always aligned.

24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494
(281) 720-7522 • www.thesolana.com
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Honey Farm Bed and Breakfast
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Honey Farm Bed and Breakfast owner Sherry Nickels also sells jars of raw honey that are 
produced on her farm.
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Honey Farm  
Bed and Breakfast
Rustic setting offers guests a quiet break 

W aking up every morning 
to a view of a spacious 
farm that is home to 

llamas, chickens and a donkey is not 
a typical morning for most people. 
That is a typical morning at Honey 
Farm Bed and Breakfast in Katy.

When Sherry Nickels retired from 
selling insurance in 2010, she said she 
realized she had more than just free 
time on her hands—she had some 
unoccupied rooms to work with, too.

“I was an empty nester, and I had 
all this space since I had raised kids,” 
Nickels said.

Six months later, Nickels decided 
on opening a bed and breakfast. After 
another six months of renovations 
and trial runs with friends and fam-
ily, she officially opened for business 
in 2011.

“Everybody told me it’ll never 
work,” Nickels said. “For four years 
now, it’s still been popping.”

Honey Farm Bed and Breakfast 
offers more than lodging for a night. 
It offers a window into life on a work-
ing farm, giving guests the feeling of 
seclusion, Nickels said.

“Even though we’re in the city 
proper, people feel like they’re out 
in the country,” she said. “We have 
17 woodland acres behind us and 
a horse pasture in front of us. That 
won’t change any time soon.”

Five rooms are available for rent 
at Honey Farm Bed and Breakfast, 
each designed with different themes 
in mind.

Nickels said she worked with each 

room’s original design, making few 
changes during renovation.

“[The rooms] sort of decorated 
themselves,” Nickels said.

No room is rented out more often 
than the barn apartment. With three 
bedrooms and full furnishings, the 
barn apartment is rented out to fami-
lies of up to eight people for weeks or 
months at a time, Nickels said.

“It stays booked,” she said. “Fully 
furnished short-term leasing is 
unheard of around here.”

The sights and sounds of the farm 
are only half of the experience. The 
other half comes from breakfast, 
Nickels said.

She prepares a five-course break-
fast for her guests every morning. 
The breakfast includes food that 
comes straight from the farm, 
including eggs from the chicken 
coop and honey from the bee hives 
on the property.

“It’s an ample good breakfast,” Nick-
els said. “The comments I get always 
include something about breakfast, so 
[guests] like it very much.”

Guests tend to come together and 
exchange stories while they enjoy 
their breakfast, she said.

“I love it when we have a full table of 
guests,” Nickels said. “Sometimes we 
can end up sitting there for hours.”

That is what Nickels takes away 
from the experience of running a 
bed and breakfast: the relationships 
she establishes.

“I love it,” she said. “I make a new 
friend every morning.”

BUSINESS

6537 Manorwood Drive, Katy
832-265-0008
www.honeyfarmbedandbreakfast.com

Nickels embraces her donkey, Cupcake, one of 
several animals on the farm.

Each room at the bed and breakfast has a 
different design theme.

The Honey Room has a view of the property’s 
farm and woodland acreage.

By Fares Sabawi

By the bee

10 bee hives

6 gallons

on the property

Guests can 
buy jars of 
honey for 

5

$12

15different 
lodging options

of honey from 
each hive a year

Nickels 
harvests 

approximately

different 
animals live on 
the property

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
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Beijing Ranch

Kingsland Blvd.

Katy Mills 
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The Kong Pao Triple Delight is a favorite because it features shrimp, chicken and beef ($14).
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Beijing Ranch
Eatery focuses on authentic culture, dishes

I n the busy plaza at the inter-
section of Kingsland Boulevard 
and Pin Oak Road sits a quiet 

Chinese restaurant that keeps the 
culture’s traditions alive.

Beijing Ranch, located at 1251 Pin 
Oak Road Ste. 129, was designed to 
make customers feel like they are 
halfway across the world, not in an 
American Chinese restaurant.

“I wanted to open a traditional 
Chinese restaurant,” owner William 
Wong said. “It’s a lot different than 
most other Chinese places.”

The restaurant, lit with Chinese 
lanterns, opened in 2013 and is filled 
with furni-
ture and décor 
shipped directly 
from China. It 
took Wong a 
year to design 
the concept 
and purchase 
the goods before he could open the 
doors for business, he said.

People do not just come to eat at 
Beijing Ranch, Wong said. They come 
for the experience, too.

“People come in here to eat, but 
they’re not only eating food,” he said. 
“They notice the difference. They 
notice the culture.”

Wong managed a five-star hotel in 
Beijing before coming to the United 
States in 1999. After his tenure at the 
hotel, Wong said he knew what it 
took to open his own restaurant.

Wong works to keep his food 
unique, he said. The chef special 
vegetable combo, for example, is 
made with lotus roots and other 

uncommon ingredients.
But food is not the only thing that 

sets Beijing Ranch apart from other 
restaurants. Adhering to culture, 
Wong also serves tea on a traditional 
tea table.

“People always ask me why I serve 
hot tea in Texas,” Wong said. “I tell 
them if they like drinking coffee, 
they’re going to like drinking [hot] tea.”

Tea is an important part of Chinese 
culture, he said. For that reason, the 
restaurant holds free tea classes each 
weekday at roughly 2 p.m.

“It’s so you can taste it, under-
stand it and learn how to make it,” 

Wong said. “I have 
an explanation for 
each tea.”

The restaurant 
offers a variety of 
tea, and Wong said 
he can explain the 
subtleties of each one 

and the best way to serve it.
Tea is best served by itself with no 

sugar or additional sweeteners, Wong 
said, and he tries to follow the same 
principle with his food.

“I don’t have sugar, soy sauce  
or salt on my table,” Wong said.  
“I always try to remind customers 
and myself not to eat food too salty 
and not to use too much sugar. It’s 
not good.”

Since Beijing Ranch has been 
open, Wong said it has survived 
through its regular customers.

“I don’t [use] any money for adver-
tisements,” Wong said. “I rely on 
word-of-mouth. I always appreciate 
getting [online] reviews.”

DINING

1251 Pin Oak Road Ste. 129, Katy
832-437-7002
www.beijingranch.com
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m., 
Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Owner William Wong imports all his furniture 
and decor from China.

Beijing Ranch offers light options such as 
shrimp with corn and pine nuts ($12).

Wong said tea service is best when served 
at a traditional Chinese tea table.

By Fares Sabawi

“People come in here 
to eat, but they’re not 
only eating food ... they 
notice the culture.”

—William Wong, owner

Tea time

The following teas are offered at  
Beijing Ranch:

• black 
• white 
• chrysanthemum

• jasmine
• oolong
• green 

Customer favorites

• Kong Pao Triple Delight ($14)
• Chef Special Vegetable Combo ($11)
• Chicken with Garlic Sauce ($8)
• Shrimp with Corn and Pine Nuts ($12)

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME KATY’S TOP PRODUCING 

AGENT 4 YEARS IN A ROW!

TEXAS MONTHLY MAGAZINE 5 STAR REALTOR
4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

* out of 262 clients surveyed

Follow the Jamie McMartin Group

281.961.5161 | 3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450
www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com | Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com
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Marassi Pizzeria
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Customers can order specialty pizzas or build their own topping and crust combinations ($11-21).
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Marassi Pizzeria
Recipes inspired by international travel

T here is a little village in Italy 
where ships gather in the 
port. It inspired a Mediterra-

nean-themed resort in Egypt, where 
Mohammed Khalil and his wife, 
Randa, used to take their three sons. 

“We loved this resort, and its 
delicious pizza, and we decided to 
bring that taste to our home in Katy,” 
Mohammed said.  

The family learned pizza-making 
techniques from an Italian pizza 
maker and opened Marassi Pizzeria at 
20660 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. L, in 
January. With a seating capacity of 43, 
many of their orders are delivery and 
carryout, Mohammed said. 

The restaurant serves the typical 
pies familiar to most patrons, such 
as meat lovers, but Mohammed and 
his wife have also developed spe-
cialty recipes. 

“We invented recipes collected from 
the places we’ve traveled,” Mohammed 
said. “Our salmon pizza was inspired 
by pizza we ate in Paris. The tuna 
pizza has become very popular and is 
Mediterranean-inspired. The toumeya 
pizza is from a trip to Beirut,” he said.  

The Khalils developed several light 
pizzas made with whole wheat crust 
and two percent skim cheese to cut 
down on fat and calories, he said. 

“We did our research and found 

few places were catering to mothers 
and their needs [for healthier dining 
options]. Mothers can have their own 
pizzas and still have the cheese pizza 
for the kids,” Mohammed said. 

Randa, the CEO, helped develop 
menu options that appeal to young 
children. Beef sticks are traditional 
cheese sticks with a layer of ground 
beef inside, and forno penne is penne 
pasta in a creamy béchamel sauce 
with ground beef. 

The restaurant offers several salad 
options, which the Khalils said can 
feed one person for dinner or two as a 
shared side dish. 

“I go every morning and buy fresh 
produce for the salads,” Randa said.

The dough is handmade in the store, 
the sauces are cooked from scratch, 
and the family’s commitment to 
healthy eating extends to their chicken 
wings, which are baked, not fried, the 
Khalils said. 

Not every menu item is meant to be 
a healthy choice. The couple said one 
of the top sellers is the Super Pizza 
packed with three meats and veggies.

“We’re adding some new things to 
our menu in July,” Mohammed said. 
“We started offering a s’mores pizza 
to our regular customers and people 
keep asking for it, so we’re adding it 
to the menu.” 

FIRST LOOK

20660 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. L, Katy
281-665-3252
www.marassipizzeria.com
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 4-9 p.m., Tue.–Thu.  
11 a.m.–2 p.m., Fri.–Sat. noon–10 p.m., 
Sun. noon–9 p.m.

Customer favorites 
($11 and up for personal, medium, large 
or extra-large)

• Chicken Parmesan
• Super Pizza
• Salmon 

Owners Mohammed and Randa Khalil 
developed specialty recipes with help from 
their sons Yassine, Ali and Abdalla. 

The Super Pizza is a customer favorite 
topped with three types of meat ($11-$21).

Coming in July, the s’mores pizza is 
topped with chocolate, marshmallow and 
toasted almonds. 

By Jocelyn Kerr

($8-$9, coming in July)

Personal pizza, side salad and  
20-ounce drink

• Chicken Alfredo
• Hawaiian 
• BBQ Chicken

LUNCH  
SPECIAL

IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

www.westsidelexus.com
12000 Katy Fwy

Houston TX, 77079
281-558-3030

For our Katy Neighbors

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer. 

Offer expires 8/31/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

RC F
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Leading medicine starts 
with houston methodist 
primary care.
At Houston Methodist West, your family’s well-being is at the center of  

all we do. From simple checkups to more complex concerns, our  

board-certified physicians provide the compassionate care you need,  

as well as access to our leading network of world-class specialists.

For an appointment, call 832.522.5522.

Many practices offer:

• Same-day access

• Convenient locations

• After-hours access
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Project update

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Fares Sabawi
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2   Morton Ranch Road widening
Heavy rainfall set back the construction 
project to widen Morton Ranch Road. 
The project will widen the road from 
Katy Hockley Cut Off to Porter roads by 
converting the 2-lane asphalt roadway to 
a four-lane concrete boulevard. Officials 
said construction should be complete 
by July.

Timeline: Oct. 15 2014-July 2015
Cost: $5,645,118
Funding Sources: Harris County  
Precinct 3, METRO

3   Katy managed lanes
Maintenance and operation of the Katy 
managed lanes on I-10 will be transferred 
from the Harris County Toll Road 
Authority to the Texas Department 
of Transportation in December. The 
scheduled toll increase that would 
have gone into effect May 30 has been 
suspended until after the transition.  

Timeline: December
Cost: not applicable
Funding sources: TxDOT (future 
maintenance and operations)

1   First Street extension
Another month of poor weather set 
construction back on the extension 
along First Street. The two-lane 
concrete road is being constructed 
from Cane Island Parkway to Eva 
Lane, and officials said construction is 
nearly complete. The city anticipates 
completion within the coming month, 
but there is no set date.

Timeline: April 8-July 2015
Cost: $566,851
Funding Sources: Katy Development 
Authority (via Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County funds)
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If you’re wishing for a community unlike any 
other, welcome to Cane Island. Located in 
Katy, and just minutes from Houston’s Energy 
Corridor, Cane Island is where lush woods 
harmonize with luxury homes and never-before 
imagined amenities abound.  

Visit  CaneIsland.com  to  learn more about  this  extraordinary  
community  and s ign up for  our  interest  l is t .

A  Ri s e  Com m u n i t y

From the amazing arch sculpture entrance 
and exotic animal neighbors greeting your 
arrival, to the community tree houses, 
Amenity Village Lawn and exquisite 
conservatory, Cane Island is a distinct 
departure from everyday suburbia. 

10
10 10

610

610
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45
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WESTPARK TOLLWAY

ENERGY 
CORRIDOR

KATY

HOUSTON

n

Cane Island Ambassador, HubAmenity Village Yoga Studio and Lap Pool

katy isd  •   future on-site elementary school  •   homes from the high $200’s  to over $1  million

coventry •  david  weekley •  perry •  ryland •  shea •  toll  brothers •  trendmaker

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, 
to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Exceptional.  
Extraordinary. 
Entirely unexpected.

builders’  on -s ite  sales  
offices now open!

E x pec t  t he Unex pec ted .

CANCO-082 May CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 5/5/15   12:42 PM
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THE RESERVE AT KATY
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!  
From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Now Open!

From the low $600s • (832) 326-5784

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

LUXURY | LOCATION | LIFESTYLE

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of 
the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

CINCO RANCH - SYCAMORE MEADOW
Final Opportunity!

From the low $700s • (832) 326-5784

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680

281-849-4130

LIVE
RECEPTIONIST
CONFERENCE

ROOMS

AFFORDABLE
CO-WORKING

SPACE

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES

FLEXIBLE 
LEASE 
TERMS

Cost: Only $35!

For Community Impact readers 
only $15!

Enter code Kimp15 at checkout when 
registering online.

www.TheHiveKaty.com/events-news

07/22/15
7 KEYS TO INCREASE YOUR 
SALES IN 90 DAYS

THE HIVE 
BUSINESS GROWTH 
Seminar Series
Presented by Growth Coach,  Glenn Smith

Check out what all the buzz is about.

www.TheHiveKaty.com
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By Jocelyn Kerr
During its June 12 monthly meet-

ing, the board of directors for the 
Energy Corridor Management District 
agreed to extend the district’s mission 
for another 10 years. The renewal fol-
lows petitions of support by property 
owners that were accepted during a 
May 22 public hearing on the issue.

The Texas Legislature founded the 
district as Harris County Improve-
ment District No. 4 in 2001. The 
district was formed in large part to 
manage the I-10 lane expansion that 
began that year. 

“Our current plan expired at the 
end of next year, but there’s so much 
planning that had to be done [residents 
petitioned to renew early],” district 
spokesperson Mark Klein said.  “We 
originally had a five-year plan. That 
was renewed for 10 years, and now 
we’ve renewed another 10 years.” 

Among the district’s top priorities 
is managing transportation mobility 
projects such as a new Energy Corridor 

Circular rush hour mass transit line 
that will run from the Addicks Park 
and Ride to destinations along Park 
Row, North Dairy Ashford Road, 
Eldridge Parkway, Memorial Drive and 
Hwy. 6. 

Another long-range project is the 
Park Row Drive extension that will 
build a bridge over Langham Creek 
to connect the road from Eldridge 
Parkway to the forthcoming MD 
Anderson and Worthing Companies 
development that is collectively known 
as Central Park. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Galveston District issued a permit to 
complete the Park Row Drive project 
last September, said Isidro Reyna, 
USACE deputy chief of public affairs, 
in an emailed statement. 

“The Corps’ Real Estate and Oper-
ations divisions are in the process of 
completing a report of availability 
which will allow the Energy Corridor 
Management District to complete 
construction of Park Row Drive. The 

final step to this process is finalizing 
a memorandum of agreement,” Reyna 
said in the statement. 

Both Reyna and Klein said there 
is no timetable for completing that 
memorandum. An earlier phase of 
construction, which extended Park 
Row Drive from Addicks Park and 
Ride to Central Park West Boule-
vard, also went through the Corps 
approval process and was completed 
last year, Klein said. 

Now that the district’s mission 

has been extended, the Harris 
County Appraisal District will set 
an appraisal rate for the district in 
October, Klein said. 

He said the new rate is expected to 
bring in approximately $49.8 mil-
lion in assessment revenue and will 
be divided between transportation 
projects, ongoing maintenance and 
security and public safety efforts.  

“That’s the real advantage [to having 
a management district]—making sure 
projects are done,” Klein said. 

TRANSPORTATION

Energy Corridor Management District 
renews mission for 10 more years

Proposed Energy Corridor District transit improvements
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Langham 
Creek

Addicks Park and Ride

Park Row Dr.

Memorial Dr.

10

Grisby Rd.

N. Dairy Ashford Rd.

6

Bi-directional 
circular route 
Single direction 
circular route 

Energy Corridor circular
The Energy Corridor Circular will connect 
energy campuses, retail and restaurant 
establishments and the Addicks Park and 
Ride to ease rush hour congestion.

Park Row extension
The Park Row completion project builds a 
bridge over Langham Creek to complete 
the thoroughfare from the Addicks Park 
and Ride to North Eldridge Parkway.  

Source: Energy Corridor Management District/Community Impact Newspaper
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KISD Foundation awards grants to teachers
By Jocelyn Kerr 

Now in its third year of operation, the Katy ISD 
Foundation awarded more than $220,000 in grant 
funding to KISD teachers across 30 campuses in 
May. The foundation began in 2012 as a way for 
teachers to receive classroom grants for projects 
that could not otherwise be funded, KISD Admin-
istrative Liaison Janet Theis said. 

“We see this as a targeted investment in our 
schools, because the grants stay in the classroom 
and support teachers [developing innovative pro-
grams],” Theis said. 

Since its inception the foundation has more than 
doubled the amount of grant funding it has offered 
to teachers, due in large part to a 2013 partnership 
with British Petroleum that increased the amount 
of funding available for STEM-related projects, 
Theis said. The partnership created a jump in avail-
able funds—from roughly $88,000 in 2013 to more 
than $200,000 in 2014. 

More than 180 teachers received grants in 2015. 
The five-page application process began in Novem-
ber and went through a three-step blind evaluation 
process where projects were reviewed and discussed 
by a group of community volunteers, Theis said. 

“Projects have to fall within the [curriculum] 
guidelines set at each school,” Theis said. 

Examples of grant-funded projects include “Get 
on the Ball,” which provided exercise balls to 

EDUCATION

Cathie Solomon’s fifth-grade class at Pattison Ele-
mentary School, and an entrepreneurship program 
at the Martha Reins High Opportunity Awareness 
Center that enabled high school students to invent 
and market a product through social media.  

Theis said a combination of private and corpo-
rate sponsorships along with two annual fundrais-
ers enable the organization to fund more class-
room projects. 

“We have two annual fundraisers that are open 
to the public. Our Katy with a Jazz Flair [event] 
coincides with the Katy Jazz Festival in April, and 
our Fireflies and Foodtrucks event in September 
brings food trucks to No Label Brewery,” she said.  

Katy residents are welcome to join committees 
and volunteer with the foundation, Theis said. The 
foundation also holds several grant writing work-
shops for teachers throughout the year.

Teachers from Stanley Elementary School were among 181 
recipients to receive Katy ISD Foundation grants this year. 

Crowds turned out for the fall 2014 KISD Foundation fundraiser, 
Fireflies and Foodtrucks, which was held at No Label Brewery. 
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AWARDS BY YEAR

$88,442 TOTAL 
117 TEACHERS 
17 CAMPUSES

$209,599 TOTAL 
160 TEACHERS 
28 CAMPUSES

$220,096 TOTAL 
181 TEACHERS 
30 CAMPUSES

20142013 2015

Source: KISD Foundation
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wellsfargoworks.com

Every day, small business owners across the country work hard to 
make their entrepreneurial visions a reality. For Lisandro Fernandez 
and North Pole Air Conditioning and Heating Service, Inc., that 
meant making sure his capital worked as hard as he did to expand 
his company’s reach. Helping business owners like Lisandro is 
why we created Wells Fargo Works. It’s our commitment to small 
businesses everywhere. By delivering a wide range of products, 
resources, and guidance, we help businesses take the next step 
toward their goals. Learn, grow, manage, and connect through 
Wells Fargo Works. 

“ It works for helping me
establish a business plan.”

—Lisandro Fernandez, Owner of North Pole Air Conditioning 
   and Heating Service, Inc.

*Wells Fargo awarded Lisandro Fernandez $25,000 to help build the business.
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1257116_15218)
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Memorial Hermann opens new 
center as construction continues
By Fares Sabawi

Memorial Hermann continues 
to expand in the greater Katy area 
to meet growth needs. The hospital 
system opened a new convenient care 
center at 22430 Grand Corner Drive 
on June 1 and continues to advance 
a two-year construction project on a 
new tower for its hospital located at 
23900 I-10. 

The Memorial Hermann Con-
venient Care Center, located near 
the Grand Parkway and Westpark 
Tollway, will deliver emergent and pri-
mary care for Katy area residents. The 
$19.1 million building spans 30,000 
square feet and provides primary care 
services, lab testing, imaging and 
emergency care to the southeast Katy 
community.

“Katy is expanding rapidly. We felt 
we needed to provide an outlet for the 
growing market,” said John Kueven, 
Memorial Hermann Katy Chief Oper-
ating Officer. “We wanted to build a 
single-stop convenient care center.”

Kueven said patients can walk down 
a hallway to schedule lab testing instead 
of being referred to another facility. 

“There [are] studies out there that 
show people don’t want to drive more 
than 3 to 5 miles to have these ser-
vices [performed],” Kueven said.

The convenient care center is also 
necessary to ease the burden on the 
surrounding Memorial Hermann facil-
ities, said Dan Wolterman, Memorial 
Hermann Health System CEO.

“This [facility] will help take some 
load off our hospitals on either side of 
this building,” Wolterman said. 

To further accommodate growth, the 
new patient tower being constructed at 
Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital will 
double the capacity of the main hospi-
tal to further respond to the growth of 
the community, Kueven said. 

“We have more patients than we 
have beds,” he said.

Kueven said the hospital 
holds 142 beds. By the time the 
320,000-square-foot tower is 

expected to open in December, the 
number will jump to 199 beds, he 
said. The tower will continue to add 
additional space until maximum 
capacity  —310 beds—is reached.

As the hospital grows in size, 
so will its services, Kueven said, 
including the size of the emergency 
room and number of operating and 
maternity rooms.

“We’re expanding every single ser-
vice we have,” he said.

HEALTH CARE

Memorial Hermann Katy
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23900 I-10, Katy
281-644-7000
www.memorialhermann.org

Memorial Hermann’s new patient tower is expected to bring the number of beds in its I-10 Katy 
facility from 142 to 199 by the time construction is complete in December.
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#BridgelandBalance

®

F I N D  B A L A N C E

NEW HOMESITES IN LAKELAND HEIGHTS 
AND HIDDEN CREEK ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

We’ve Arrived featuring Riley Deaver.
Inspired by Bridgeland. Available on iTunes.

Katy ISD UIL
SPORTS PHYSICALS

$1900
Call for appointments

A part of UTHealth www.UTPhysicians.com

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Katy, Texas 77494

713-486-5300

UT Physicians Pediatric Center
at Cinco Ranch

10450 Spring Green Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77494

713-486-5870

July Special

Two locations to choose from

or

The cost of living keeps going up. 

The cost of  your funeral
doesn’t have to.

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now 
and your cost will be locked in. Rest assured.
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Plan to redevelop ExxonMobil 
campus includes mixed-use space
By Fares Sabawi

A master plan for the redevelop-
ment of the former ExxonMobil cam-
pus along I-10 in the Energy Corridor 
was announced in early June. The 
project, known as Republic Square, 
is a 35-acre strip of land adjacent to 
Terry Hershey Park.

The mixed-use project, expected 
to cost more than $1 billion to fully 
develop, will feature 2.6 million 
square feet of Class A office space 
and 100,000 square feet of retail and 
restaurants. The rest of the space will 
be used to develop 800 multifamily 
units and two full-service hotels.

Dan Leverett, executive vice pres-
ident of lead developer PM Realty 
Group, said he hopes Republic Square 
becomes the premier location to con-
duct business in the Energy Corridor.

Other partners in the project 
include Elkus Manfredi Architects, 
Pickard Chilton, Kirksey, Blakefield’s 
Tom D’Alesandro, Sasaki Associates 
and TBG Partners. 

The entire project will not be com-
plete for seven to 10 years, but phase 
1 of the project is expected to begin 
early next year and be complete late 
2017 or early 2018, Leverett said.

Phase 1 will include an open-air 
central square as well as office space, 
parking, a hotel and conference center, 
he said.

“We have designed Republic Square 
to become the central business district 
of the Energy Corridor,” he said.

Leverett said the Republic Square 
will help redefine the identity of the 

DEVEL0PMENT

Energy Corridor.
“The Energy Corridor is one of 

the largest employment centers in 
Houston, it is highly accessible ... but 
right now it lacks a sense of place,” 
Leverett said.

The project will tie into the exist-
ing trail system in Terry Hershey 
Park and there may be a joint parks 
project with Harris County Precinct 
3, Energy Corridor Management Dis-
trict spokesperson Mark Klein said.

“We’re very excited that PMRG 
and Harris County could be working 
together on making Terry Hershey 
Park more special than it already is,” 
Energy Corridor District General 
Manager Clark Martinson said.

Leverett said the entire project is 
designed to be highly walkable, and 
a series of hike and bike trail con-
nections will run throughout the 
development.

“The office and residential build-
ings will be positioned to maximize 
views of the park,” Leverett said. 
“Republic Square will become the 
urban heart of the Energy Corridor.” 

The formal marketing and leasing 
program began in late May, and Leverett 
said interest has been high.

Developers expect Republic Square to become a central business district for the Energy Corridor.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 P

M
 R

ea
lt

y 
G

ro
up

Republic Square

Memorial  D
r.

6

10

N
. 

E
ld

rid
g

e 
P

kw
y.

Terry 
Hershey 
Park

Enjoy increased access to exceptional care.

Memorial Hermann is proud to offer even more of the latest 
advancements along with the industry’s top doctors. Now known 
as Memorial Hermann Orthopedic & Spine Hospital, this facility 
brings with it an impressive range of orthopedic specialties. It will 
also house one of our seven renowned Joint Centers – replacing the 
location at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center. It’s just 
another way we’re advancing health.

For more information, call 713.314.4444  
or visit MHOrthoSpine.org.

MEMORIAL HERMANN.
HOUSTON ORTHOPEDIC & SPINE HOSPITAL IS NOW

PART OF MEMORIAL HERMANN –TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
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westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Katy Freeway

S. Peek Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Westpark Tollway

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Serving 
the Katy 
Richmond 

Area

NOW HIRING 
Registered Nurses and Therapist 

Accepting adult and senior patients. 
Accepting Medicare and Private Insurance

Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 

G
rand

 Parkw
ay



Katy Edition • June 2015 21

CITY & COUNTY
News from the city of Katy Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr

James G. “Gary” Jones sworn in to fill 
Lawton’s vacant Ward A council seat

Harris County ESD No. 48 forms West I-10 
Volunteer Fire Department grievance committee

KATY A special city council meeting 
was held June 12 at noon to appoint a 
new council member to the Ward A 
seat left vacant when former council 
member William Mack “Bill” Lawton 
died May 28. Existing council mem-
bers have the authority to appoint a 
replacement in the event of a mem-
ber’s death.

After a brief executive session, 
Mayor Fabol Hughes announced 
James G. “Gary” Jones will fill the 
Ward A seat until the next regular 
election in which the seat is to be 
considered. 

Jones, a retired Marine and ten-
year Katy resident, served as alternate 
member to the City Planning and 
Zoning Commission.

“Those are big shoes to fill,” Jones 
said of his predecessor, Lawton. 

“I implore the constituents of Katy 
to contact me with any issue they 
deem relevant in the betterment of 

Katy. I look forward to serving Katy 
for many years to come,” Jones said.

After the swearing in ceremony, 
each of the council members remem-
bered Lawton’s legacy and welcomed 
Jones to the council. 

“I think we made a really good 
choice. I’ve listened to your views and 
I’ve listened to how you think and I 
think you’ll fit in. You have the same 
heart for the city that we do,” council 
member Jimmy Mendez said.

After the meeting Hugues said 
Jones was chosen in large part for his 
views on managing the city’s growth. 

“He also wants to see us grow, but 
he wants to see us grow properly and 
prosperously,” Hughes said.

Bill Lawton ran unopposed and was 
re-elected to the Ward A seat May 9. 
There are two years remaining in his 
term, which will be filled by Jones.

The next general election for the 
Ward A council seat is in 2017. 

KATY At a June 11 special meeting 
called by the board of commissioners 
of Harris County Emergency Ser-
vices District No. 48, the board voted 
to assemble a five-person committee 
to address grievances posed to the 
board by the West I-10 Volunteer 
Fire Department. At the meeting 
commissioners said the committee 
will include two members of the ESD 
board and three external members 
with no ties to either entity. 

The committee is expected to 
review the grievances and arrive at 
a decision for further action within 
two to three weeks, the board said. 

The two entities have been 
embroiled in a legal battle since 
Harris County ESD No. 48 
announced in 2014 it sought to 
move paid staff of West I-10 VFD 
onto the county ESD No. 48 payroll 
and use a dual-model of emergency 
service that incorporates both paid 
and volunteer staff. 

According to an official statement 
from Harris County ESD No. 48 

president Marshall Kramer, the dual 
model required having a fire chief 
at West I-10 who is employed by the 
county. Fire Chief Jeffrey Hevey, an 
ESD No. 48 employee, served as West 
I-10 VFD chief until June 5, when the 
West I-10 VFD board voted to relieve 
him from duty. 

At that time West I-10 board presi-
dent Jose Ramirez filed a list of seven 
grievances against Hevey, these are 
the grievances to be addressed by the 
newly formed ESD No. 48 committee. 

At the June 11 meeting, ESD No. 
48 Vice President Frank Freeman 
resigned from his position, effective 
immediately, in order to help ease 
the transition to the new model of 
emergency service. He stated his 
belief that the new model is best for 
the community. 

The official statement from Kramer 
said Hevey remains an employee 
of ESD No. 48 and the delivery of 
emergency services in the district will 
continue uninterrupted during the 
service transition. 

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on July 13.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Harris County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 10 a.m. on July 14 and 28. 

1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, Houston
713-755-5113
www.harriscountytx.gov

Fort Bend County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 1 p.m. on July 7, 14 

500 Jackson St., Richmond
281-341-8608
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Waller County  
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. on Wednesdays

836 Austin St., Hempstead
www.co.waller.tx.us

Meetings

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

James “Gary” Jones was sworn in by Mayor Fabol Hughes at a June 12 city council meeting.
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GRAND RIVER  |  3131 TRIPLE CROWN  |  $1+ MIL 
Janice Ireland — 281.620.8427
GRAND RIVER  |  3131 TRIPLE CROWN  |  GRAND LAKES  |  21402 DOLAN FALL |  $420s 

Christine Duncan — 713.882.0990
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Rita Donnelly — 832.236.4762
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Christine Duncan — 713.882.0990

CINCO RANCH  |  25611 HORIZON GROVE  |  

GRAND LAKES  |  21402 DOLAN FALL |  $440s
Christine Duncan — 713.882.0990

By Kelli Weldon

• Filed by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, HB 4 will 
implement high-quality standards for prekindergarten 
education. Gov. Greg Abbott, who signed the bill 
May 28, issued a statement saying the legislation will 
help strengthen the foundation for student success.

• On May 11, Abbott signed SB 149. The new law 
establishes committees to determine if students who 
pass classes and meet other requirements but fail 
standardized tests can graduate. 

• Lawmakers did not pass HB 1759, which aimed to 
add $3 billion in per-student funding and eliminate 
adjustments that were once intended to protect 
districts from short-term funding losses. Rep. Jimmie 
Don Aycock, R-Killeen, the bill’s co-author, moved to 
postpone consideration of the bill on the House floor.

By Leslee Bassman

• The Legislature passed a $209 billion budget that 
includes funding for public education, health care 
and $800 million for border security;

• Approved tax cuts that would raise residents’ home-
stead exemption from $15,000 to $25,000; 

• Approved decreasing the state franchise tax by  
25 percent;

• Approved incentives to fund prekindergarten pro-
grams in public schools;

• Approved about $3 billion in bonds to build new 
public college campus facilities; and

• Left it to voters to decide on Nov. 3 if the state 
should transfer up to $2.5 billion annually from its 
general sales tax revenue to the State Highway Fund 
to improve transportation.

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_kty and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper has been report-
ing on bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small 
business, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and 
more. All information on this page is as of June 17. 

Lawmakers wrap up Texas’ 84th legislative session

By Jennifer Curington

• Legislation passed allowing concealed handguns on 
college campuses. If signed into law, publicly funded 
universities must put the policy in place by Aug. 1, 
2016, while private universities may choose to opt 
out.

• The House and Senate approved about $3 billion in 
funding for projects at 64 Texas universities.

• Colleges and universities still have control of setting 
their own tuition because legislation that would put 
the power in legislators’ hands failed to pass.

• An attempt to repeal a state law allowing undocu-
mented immigrants to pay in-state tuition failed.

By Joe Olivieri

• On May 18, Gov. Greg Abbott signed HB 40, a bill 
that gives the state, and not local authorities, the 
jurisdiction to regulate oil and gas operation. Prior 
to the bill’s passage, local laws had created “a patch-
work of inconsistent regulation that undermines the 
safe and efficient production of oil and gas,” accord-
ing to the bill’s analysis.

• Abbott signed SB 293 on April 8. The bill allows 
ESPN, NASCAR and Ultimate Fighting Championship 
events to be considered eligible for the Major Events 
Trust Fund. 

• The governor signed SB 97, which regulates the sale, 
distribution, possession, use and advertising of e-cig-
arettes, cigarettes and tobacco products. The law will 
take effect this fall. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

•  Gov. Greg Abbott on June 1 signed a bill legalizing 
the growth of cannabis plants high in cannabidiol 
and low in tetrahydrocannabinol in Texas. SB 339 is 
effective immediately and allows patients access to 
cannabis as medicine upon the recommendation of 
two board-certified medical specialists.

• SB 1889 was sent to the governor to be signed  
May 21. The bill, which was heavily advocated for by 
its author, Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, amends the 
current law relating to the disclosure and use of infor-
mation included in Texas’ abuse and neglect registry 
at the Department of Family and Protective Services 
and the report of the information regarding those cas-
es to the Legislature, according to the bill’s analysis.

By Amy Denney

• Beginning in fiscal year 2017-18 the state will divert 
$2.5 billion of sales and use taxes to the State 
Highway Fund, which helps fund the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation, after revenue exceeds  
$28 billion per fiscal year. Starting in FY 2019-20 
the state will divert 35 percent of motor vehicle 
sales tax revenue to the SHF after revenue exceeds 
$5 billion. Voters will need to give the bill, Senate 
Joint Resolution 5, final approval in November 
during a constitutional amendment election.

• For a third time lawmakers failed to pass a state-
wide texting-while-driving ban. HB 80 was  
approved by the House on March 26 but failed to 
gain enough votes for consideration in the Senate 
by the end of session.

BUDGET

HIGHER EDUCATION

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

TRANSPORTATION

On June 1 the 84th Texas Legislature adjourned 
“sine die.” The Latin phrase, meaning without a 
specific date to reconvene, is used to end every Texas 
regular session after its 140 days conclude.

This session will be remembered for its balanced 
budget that included tax relief for citizens and funds 
for border security, passage of an open-carry hand-
gun law in public and a concealed-carry law on state 

universities, legalization of marijuana extracts to 
be used for epileptic patients, funding for prekin-
dergarten programs and a resolution for voters to 
decide whether to use sales tax revenue to improve 
state highways.

The governor had until June 21 to sign into law 
or veto bills passed during the session. Bills without 
specific effective dates become law Aug. 31.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR KATY

SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

R-Houston • Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored Senate Bill 1, which relates 
to restrictions on ad valorem taxes. The 
bill was sent to Greg Abbott’s office 
June 1. It was signed June 15.

• Authored SB 752 to repeal the 
inheritance tax as of Sept. 1 for 
residents who inherit property or money 
from a deceased person.  It was sent to 
the governor’s office May 30.

Tomball

45

610

10

Conroe

SEN. JOAN HUFFMAN • DISTRICT 17

610

6288

Bay 
City

Pearland

R-Houston

Elected: 2008

512-463-0117

joan.huffman@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills passed: 

• Gov. Greg Abbott signed Senate Bill 
1697 into law May 28. The bill makes 
the procedures and substances 
involved in state executions 
confidential and protected from public 
records requests. The bill becomes 
effective September 1.

• Gov. Abbott signed SB 344 into law on  
May 22. The bill, which was authored by 
Huffman, makes the online solicitation 
of a minor a punishable offense. 

SEN. LOIS KOLKHORST • DISTRICT 18

59

10

45Round
Rock

Bay
City

R-Brenham

Elected: 2014

512-463-0118

lois.kolkhorst@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills passed:

• Passed a legislative package, which 
includes Senate Bills 925, 934, 935 and 
972. The package creates stipends 
for elementary school teachers and 
establishes reading excellence teams in 
low-performing areas. The package was 
signed by the governor on May 21.

• Authored SB 474, which was left pending 
in the Land and Resource Management 
Committee on May 18. The bill requires 
condemnors to pay costs incurred by 
landowners in eminent domain cases.  

REP. CECIL BELL • DISTRICT 3

R-Magnolia

Elected: 2012

512-463-0650

cecil.bell@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored 
HB 2583, 
which would 
allow county 
sheriffs to 
access criminal 
history record 
information. The bill was sent to Gov. Greg 
Abbott’s office May 30.

• Co-authored HB 479, which would 
approve a pilot project to provide 
emergency telemedicine services to rural 
areas. Emergency dispatch centers would 
provide medical guidance and instructions 
to those waiting for emergency medical 
personnel to arrive. The bill was signed by 
Gov. Abbott’s office June 15.

10

45
Magnolia

290
Waller

REP. JOHN ZERWAS • DISTRICT 28

R-Simonton

Elected: 2006

512-463-0657

john.zerwas@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills 
passed: 

• Co-authored 
HB 658 to 
create a Texas 
State Technical 
College 
System   
campus in Fort Bend County. The bill 
was signed by the governor May 23, and 
it is effective immediately. 

• Authored HB 1992 to increase 
acceptance of Advanced Placement 
credits at public universities and 
colleges. The bill was signed by the 
governor June 3 and is effective 
immediately.

59

99

10
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Wharton

Waller

Katy
10

6

290

REP. MIKE SCHOFIELD • DISTRICT 132

R-Katy

Elected: 2014

512-463-0528

mike.schofield@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored HB 1091 to create a special 
three-judge district court that convenes 
to hear certain cases. The bill was 
tabled May 13.

• Authored HB 3364, which relates to the 
final judgment rendered in county court 
in an eviction suit. The bill states final 
judgments may not be appealed on the 
issue of possession unless the premises 
in question are residential. The bill was 
sent to Abbott May 30. 

REP. HUBERT VO • DISTRICT 149

D-Houston

Elected: 2004

512-463-0568

hubert.vo@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills 
passed:  

• Authored 
HB 1657, 
relating to the 
determination 
of an 
employer’s 
eligibility for surplus credit rate under the 
Texas Unemployment Compensation 
Act. The bill was signed by the governor 
June 16.

• Co-authored HB 10 which relates to civil 
and criminal consequences of trafficking 
persons, compelling prostitution and 
certain related criminal offenses. The bill 
was signed by the governor June 9. 

Sugar
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SAM HOUSTON
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6
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Transportation 
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Small business 
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WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_kty—for Katy, and 
throughout the legislative session search for #CITxLege for 
coverage that matters to you.

RECENT TWEETS
FROM ACROSS THE STATE

Community Impact SWA-@impactnews_swa 
Governor signs prekindergarten education bill: 
#education #txlege #CITxLege

Community Impact NWA-@impactnews_nwa 
#HB80 amendment allowing drivers to text while 
completely stopped passes. This is similar to Austin’s 
texting ban #txlege #CITxLege

Community Impact NWA-@impactnews_nwa 
Stay up 2 date on #txlege w/ our monthly At the 
Capitol updates on local legislators #CITxLege  
http://bit.ly/1DBbPg2 

#CITxLege
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, communityimpact.com/kty

New Katy Chick-fil-A features 
heritage-themed details
By Fares Sabawi

The new 4,877-square-foot Chick-
fil-A restaurant at 19303 I-10 opened 
June 11 at the intersection of I-10 
and Greenhouse Road. It is the first 
restaurant in the area to feature the 
company’s new heritage-themed 
interior design.

“It’s a tribute to [the company’s] 
history,” Marketing Director Jennifer 
Pierce said. “[Chick-fil-A designers] 
tried to pick and choose the traits 
that represent that time period [when 
it was founded].”

One heritage-themed feature is 
a light fixture made of glass Coca-
Cola Co. bottles, paying homage to 
when founder Cathy Truett would 
sell bottles of the popular soda for  
a nickel.

Another feature chosen to represent 
Chick-fil-A’s history of community 
involvement is a handcrafted gather-
ing table at the center of the dining 
room. The table was built by Chris 
Worley, a woodworker with A Better 
Way Ministries.

“It’s a good fit for the community. 
Katy is all about giving back and 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 5/10/15–
6/11/15

1  New Katy Chick-fil-A to feature 
heritage-themed details

2  Proposed FM 1093 and FM 1463 
mobility projects discussed

3  Area sees job growth amid oil slump

4  Growth in Katy-Fulshear meeting in 
the middle

5  Memorial Hermann Convenient Care 
Center to open June 1

By Fares Sabawi
The Harris County Toll Road 

Authority suspended the toll rate 
increase planned for May 30 on the 
12-mile stretch of managed lanes 
within the I-10 Katy Freeway Corridor. 

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation assumes the responsibilities 
of maintaining and operating the 
managed lanes on Dec. 31, so any toll 
changes will be considered after the 
change in management, officials said.

The toll increase was intended to 
cut down on congestion and maintain 
free-flowing traffic, HCTRA Deputy 
Director Lisa Castañeda said.

“[Congestion] still needs to be 
handled,” Castañeda said. “But 
while we turn the operations over to 
TxDOT, we need to focus [on that 
transition].”

The toll road rate increase is 
suspended for now, but Castañeda 
said it could still be an option after 
the HCTRA weighs the options and 
alternatives with TxDOT.

“It doesn’t mean that no conges-
tion relief would come until Dec. 31,” 
Castañeda said. “It just means that 
until we figure out [the transfer], we 
won’t be making any changes.”

The Katy managed lanes are the 
toll lanes located at the center of 
the I-10 Katy Freeway Corridor. 
The lanes opened in April 2009 in 
an effort to make commuting more 
efficient within the constrained Katy 
corridor. The managed lanes com-
bine toll lanes with High Occupancy 
Vehicle lanes in a single roadway.

Toll increase 
suspended on Katy 
managed lanes

Two mobile 
disaster recovery 
centers open

getting to know each other, so there’s 
nothing more appropriate than a gath-
ering table,” Pierce said.

This is the third Katy-area Chick-
fil-A franchise operated by Rusty 
Wylie and Courtney Holmes. They 
also operate locations on Mason 
Road and in Cinco Ranch. Wylie and 
Holmes are the first franchisees to 
operate three freestanding restaurants.

“It’s definitely going to be a chal-
lenge from two to three, but it just 
takes communication and letting each 
location know we’re there for them,” 
Holmes said. 

On June 10, a “first 100” event had 
people camped out in the parking lot.

“People love coming out to that so 
much,” she said.
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Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive 
news communityimpact.com

Find us on Facebook 
communityimpact.com/ 

kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

By Fares Sabawi
Harris County, state and federal 

officials announced the opening of 
two mobile disaster recovery centers 
on June 5. The units are located at 
Meyerland Community Improve-
ment Association, 4999 West Belfort 
Street, and Spring Woods Middle 
School, 9810 Neuens Road.

The mobile centers provide a 
location for residents to file flood-
ing assistance paperwork. Both 
locations are open from 8 a.m. to  
8 p.m. until further notice. 

Fort Bend County residents can file 
flooding claims at www.fbcoem.org.

Chick-fil-A

19303 I-10, Katy
281-578-7171
www.cfarestaurant.com/katygreen
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*Limit one per customer, while 
supplies last. Purchase total includes 

merchandise only.

absolutely 

FREE!*

With a single 
same-day 
Brighton 

purchase of 
$75.00 or 

more receive 
your very own 

Summer Hearts 
Mini Bag 

 Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 

• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art
Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Consuela 
Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley

1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281.395.4595

Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

New Location at LaCenterra

281-394-9272
Buy 2 Rings 
get 1 Free
July 2 - 12
equal or lesser value, while 
supplies last, see store for 
details 

absolutely 

FREE!*

With a single 
same-day 
Brighton 

purchase of 
$75.00 or 

more receive 
your very own 

Summer Hearts 
Mini Bag 
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and several other skills. Camp Barbie 
activities are all geared toward self-
esteem development. 

Look at Me, I’m an Author, for children 
ages 6-12, inspires higher order thinking, 
visual and auditory skills through project-
based expressions. Children will practice 
creative writing to help them better 
express their feelings.

$99 (registration). VFW Park and Hall, 
5718 Second St., Katy. 281-391-4840. 
www.cityofkaty.com

June

27 Parents’ Survival Night
Parents can enjoy an evening 

out and kids can get a break from their 
parents at Katy Parents’ Survival Night. 
Children enjoy “kid time” in The Little 
Gym of Katy and participate in Lego 
building activities. Children must be three 
years old or older and must be potty 
trained. 7:15-10:15 p.m. $28 (members), 
$33 (non members). The Little Gym of 
Katy, 23010-A Highland Knolls, Katy.  
281-347-1400. www.tlgkatytx.com

28 ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’
To celebrate Independence Day, 

the Lone Star Symphonic Band hosts 
a “Yankee Doodle Dandy” concert at 4 
p.m. at CrossPoint Community Church. 
Selections include “God Bless America,” 
“The Stars and Stripes Forever,” 
Amazing Grace” and other patriotic 
tunes. 4 p.m. $5.50 (online), $10 (door). 
Tickets are available online through June 
26. CrossPoint Community Church, 700 
S. Westgreen Blvd., Katy. 281-398-6464.  
www.lssband.org/concertTickets.htm

29 Chick-fil-A Family Night
Attendees can experience 

animals up close as Itty Bitty Farm City 
Mobile Petting Zoo brings miniature 
farm animals to the Katy Green Chick-
fil-A. Kids can also make an American 
flag with Popsicle sticks. 5-8 p.m. Free. 
Chick-fil-A Katy Green, 19303 I-10, 
Houston. 281-579-9460.

July

01 Storytime at Katy Budget 
Books

Miss Alicia reads a storybook to 
toddlers, followed by activities and a 
sing-along. 10 a.m. Free. Katy Budget 
Books, 2450 Fry Road, Katy.  
281-578-7770. www.katybooks.com

03 Open gym at Katy KIPS
Parents can pencil in a date 

night and bring their children to Katy 
KIPS Gymnastics Club Staff provides 
educational and instructional activities 
such as tumbling, relay races and 
gymnastics. Kids compete in contests 
for prizes as well. Children must be six 
or older. Parents register online or at 
the door. 7:30-11 p.m. $15 (before the 
event), $20 (at the door). Katy KIPS 
Gymnastics Club, 923 S. Mason Road.  
281-578-5477. www.katykips.com 

09 Art Teacher Appreciation 
Exhibition

Katy ISD art teachers celebrate a new 
exhibition featuring their work with an 
opening reception. The exhibit is on 
display until Aug. 16.  6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Free. Katy Contemporary Art Museum, 
805 Avenue B, Katy. 832-857-1340. 
www.katycam.com

10 Cooper Wade concert
Cooper Wade performs at 

Central Green Park as part of the 
park’s Summer Concert Series. 7:30 
p.m. Free. Central Green Park, 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy.  
713-860-6400.  
www.willowforkdrainagedistrict.com 

10 Katy Summer Nights
Families celebrate summer with 

family-friendly movies on an inflatable 
screen at sundown in the downtown 
historic area. The event gives residents 
a chance to interact with each other. 
Families are encouraged to pack a picnic 
dinner and bring lawn chairs while they 
enjoy the movie. Free. 5990 George 
Bush Drive, Katy. 281-391-4840.

11 Katy Community Health 
Awareness and Back to 

School Fair
The second annual fair features health-
based booths and other vendors, 
offering free services and health tips. 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 19929 Westfield 
Parkway, Katy. 281-391-5289.  
www.katychamber.com 

16 Jewelry making session
Attendees can learn to make a 

wire wrap bracelet with designer Renee 
Gordon from metal smithing studio 
Multiplicity and enjoy lunch in the café at 
Brookwood. Reservations are required. 
10:30 a.m. $35. Brookwood Community, 
1752 FM 1489. 281-375-2100.  
www.brookwoodcommunity.org/events

17 Driven by Steel
Houston-based band Driven 

by Steel performs at Central Green 
Park as part of the park’s Summer 
Concert Series. The band blends 
modern and traditional country music 
with rock music. Featuring male and 
female vocals, the band plays a wide 
variety of genres. 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Central Green Park, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. 713-860-6400. 
www.willowforkdrainagedistrict.com/
central-green 

  Summer CAMPS
through July 3 
Summer Fun Camp
This year’s summer program, 

which is sponsored by the city of Katy’s 
Parks and Recreation Department, is a 
week of different projects for children 
ages 4-12. 

Lego Logo, a session for children ages 
8-12, gives kids the opportunity to play 
with Legos in an engineering environment. 
A certified educator shows children how 
to come up with detailed technical plans.

Lego Experts, also for children ages 
8-12, assigns children activity-based 
projects that incorporate physical 
science with math. Children compete 
with each other in this session to see 
who made the best Lego creation.

Lego Designer, for children ages 4-7, 
captivates young minds by having 
students work in teams to expand 
creativity and their social skills as they 
work toward common goals.

Survival Tactics Camp, for children 
ages 8-12, teaches children the most 
basic techniques for survival. Children 
will learn how to search for edible food, 
set up shelter, signal for help and even 
how to purify water.

FUN Academy, for children ages 
5-7, provides children with hands-on 
experiences with math, science and 
reading. Children focus on the past, 
present and future in this course.

Fashion Designer, for girls ages 8-12, 
takes them from playing dress-up to 
designing their own fashion items by 
using the same design principles used 
by professionals. Children will learn 
basic sketching, color coordination and 
mixing textures.

Camp Barbie, for girls ages 4-8, helps 
teach campers good manners, how 
to make new friends, the importance 
of school work, how to use money 
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    5-35%  off select trees!

PACKAGED | BULK | NURSERY |  HARDGOODS

www.TheGroundUp.com
281.970.0003

Northwest
9945 Windfern Rd. 
Houston, TX 77064

Memorial
8705 Katy Freeway 
Houston, TX 77024

Richmond
19102 FM 1093 Rd. 
Richmond, TX 77047

* While inventory lasts and excludes deliveries.
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Freedom Rings 2015
The Fort Bend Symphony 
Orchestra performs its 

annual indoor concert and Fourth of 
July celebration, “Freedom Rings.” 
The orchestra plays patriotic tunes, 
like “The Stars and Stripes Forever,”  
“America the Beautiful,” and “God 
Bless the USA.” The concert 
concludes with a fireworks show 
presented by the city of Stafford 
behind the event center at 9 p.m. 
6:45 p.m.-9 p.m. Free. Stafford 
Centre, 10505 Cash Road, Stafford.  
www.fbso.org
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Worth the TRIP

Find more or submit Katy events at 
communityimpact.com/kty-calendar

To have Katy events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first of the month.

Online Calendar

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 2 5 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S   |   A S H T O N  W O O D S   |   C O V E N T RY   |   H I G H L A N D   |   P E R RY   |   P L A N TAT I O N   |   R AV E N N A   |   S A R AT O G AH O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 2 5 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 2 5 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  $ 2 5 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  

O P P O R T U N I T Y .O P P O R T U N I T Y .O P P O R T U N I T Y .
K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F

N E W  S E C T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

With generously sized home sites, lakeside living and on-site schools, 

Firethorne’s brand new sections make the good life even better.

E X C E P T I O N A L  A M E N I T I E S 

From the sparkling lake and scenic trails to the resort-style pool

and tennis courts, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S C H O O L S

Acclaimed Katy and Lamar school districts

provide A+ education for all ages.

P R E M I E R  H O M E B U I L D E R S 

Featuring some of Houston’s most sought-after builders,

Firethorne is the ultimate place to build your dream home.

L I V E  W H E R E
HAPPINESS

TA K E S  R O O T.

220-669 June CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 6/15/15   4:17 PM

Fourth of July EVENTS18 Range ride
Katy Prairie Conservancy hosts an 

evening bike ride for all ages along ranch 
roads. The event features sounds of the 
wildlife as the prairie comes alive at night. 
Participants must bring their own bikes. 6:30 
p.m. $5. Warren Ranch-Rock Hollow Creek 
entrance, 15025 Warren Ranch Road, Katy. 
936-372-3938.  
www.katyprairie.org/events/2015/7/18/
unplugged-adventure-range-ride

18 Ride ‘n Shine
Car enthusiasts enjoy a selection of 

supercars and classic cars on display at the 
courtyard of LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch.  
8-10 a.m. Free. LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy.  
www.lacenterra.com Katy Freedom Celebration

The Katy Fire Department, Katy 
Heritage Society and Heritage Park, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Lodge and 
Park, and Katy Parks and Recreation 
Department are teaming up to offer an 
activity-filled day for the community. 
VFW Lodge and Park hosts U.S. 
Army and Marine representatives, a 
barbecue plate sale, silent auction, 
bounce houses, games and soft-serve 
ice cream. The day concludes with a 
fireworks display at Katy Mills . 9 a.m.-
9:30 p.m. 5990 George Bush Drive, 
Katy. 281-391-4840.  
www.cityofkaty.com/departments/
parks/special-events

Freedom over Texas
Held at Eleanor Tinsley Park, Freedom 
over Texas 2015 is the city of Houston’s 
official Fourth of July celebration. The six-
hour festival has been held in Houston for 
decades and showcases nationally known 
musical performers. This year’s headlining 
acts are Clint Black and Josh Turner. The 
festival has several different vendors and 
areas, including the All-American kids zone. 
4-10 p.m. $8 (through July 3), $10 (online 
and at entry gates July 4). Free for children 
ages 5 or younger. Eleanor Tinsley Park, 
500 Allen Parkway, Houston.  
www.houstontx.gov/july4

Fulshear Freedom Fest
Downtown Fulshear hosts an 
Independence Day celebration. A nine-
piece live band, The Tributes, play at 6 p.m. 
A patriotic parade starts at 7 p.m. in front 
of the Bob Lutts Library on Fifth Street, and 
downtown will host children’s activities, 
vendors and food stalls. 5:30-9:30 p.m. 
Kid’s area suggested donation $5-$20 to 
benefit the nonprofit Our Military Kids. 8100 
FM 359 South, Fulshear.  
832-600-3221.  
www.fulshearareachamber.com



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com28

Serving Katy & West Houston Since 1945

Traditional/Contemporary Funerals & Memorial Services
Cremation • Pre-Planning Services

You have probably noticed we are almost finished with the construction of the Schmidt Funeral Home 
Grand Parkway location. As soon as it is complete, we will be scheduling a series of Open Houses 
so you can take a tour of our new state-of-the-art facility that features two staterooms, a beautifully 

appointed chapel and Katy’s first, and only, on-site crematory.

Our current location on East Avenue will continue to provide the exemplary service that has made 
Schmidt Funeral Home a Katy institution for 70 years.

The Schmidt family will continue providing 
the same professional, compassionate 
service you have trusted for 70 years  

at our new facility as well as our current 
location on East Avenue.

Funeral Home
Serving Katy and West Houston Since 1945

(281) 391-2424 
www.SchmidtFuneralHome.net

1508 East Avenue, Katy, Texas 77493 
Coming Soon: 1344 W. Grand Parkway South, Katy, Texas 77494

Our new Grand Parkway facility will be opening soon to better serve the Katy community

Our New Grand Parkway Location
Built on a 70-Year Foundation of Service

Almost Finished
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Education

Tigers take state Joust Fest 2015

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

High school graduates can now look ahead to the next chapter 
of their lives after graduating from Katy ISD high schools June 
6 and 7. Students graduated from Cinco Ranch, Katy, Mayde 
Creek, Morton Ranch, Seven Lakes, James E. Taylor and Obra 
D. Tompkins. Other schools are also staying active as well with 
an elementary school instrument showcase featuring six Katy 
ISD elementary campuses and a free performance at Morton 
Ranch High School by the Houston Symphony as part of their 
Community Concert series.

1  Morton Ranch High School seniors throw their caps in the air 
at their graduation ceremony June 6.

2  Cinco Ranch High School seniors await the start of their 
commencement ceremony on the morning of June 6.

3  Katy ISD held the Elementary Instrumental Showcase at the 
Mayde Creek High School Performing Arts Center in May, which 
featured eight instrumental ensembles from six elementary school 
campuses.

4  The Houston Symphony performed a free concert June 
9 at Morton Ranch High School, playing works by different 
composers throughout history.

The Katy High School softball team won the 6A state championship with a 3-2 win over 
Lewisville June 6. The Tigers will bring most of their team back next season, as they 
only graduated two seniors on the squad.

Knights in shining armor roamed the 
Great Southwest Equestrian Center 
for Joust Fest 2015 on June 12. All 
proceeds benefit SIRE, a Houston 
therapeutic equestrian center. 
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Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments? 
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is 
Our PRIORITY

Purchase your I.C.E. Medical Card today.
It could save your life!

If you were in an accident and unable 
to communicate how would ER physicians

 know your medical history and contact 
your loved ones?

It could save your life!

THE MOST IMPORTANT CARD
YOU CAN CARRY!

Purchase your I.C.E. Medical Card today.
It could save your life!

If you were in an accident and unable to communicate
how would ER physicians know your medical history

and contact your loved ones?

ASK REGISTRATION FOR MORE DETAILS

“It Can Take Many Hours And Even up to A Day To Find Someone”
- Delaware State Police Spokesman... USA Today - Feb 17, 2011

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY TRUST PRIORITY EMERGENCY ROOMTM

w w w. P r i o r i t y E R . c o m

281.347.6000
PriorityER.com

23114 Seven Meadows 
Parkway Katy, TX 77494
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Now open in Memorial
and Cinco Ranch

Cinco Ranch
9727 Spring Green Blvd.
Ste. 900
Katy, TX 77494
281-789-6300

Memorial
12850 Memorial Dr.
Ste. 210
Houston, TX 77024
832-827-4000

Hours: 
Monday through Friday
4:30 p.m. – 11 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.

urgentcare.texaschildrens.org
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Ana Villaronga-Roman
Director-curator, Katy Contemporary Arts Museum

A fter 25 years in the Houston art market, 21 
of those years living in Katy, Ana Villar-
onga-Roman decided to shift her attention 

to serving the greater Katy art community. She has 
served as curator for Babaloo International Cafe 
and Bar since 2011 and was a founding member of 
the Katy Culture and Arts Alliance and Fort Bend 
Culture and Arts Alliance, both formed in 2011. 

In 2013 Villaronga-Roman founded the Katy 
Contemporary Arts Museum in downtown Katy. 
She said the museum has been self-funded and 

supported through memberships from its inception. 
The museum was granted federal 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
status in June. 

Villaronga-Roman oversaw the restoration of the 
historic Katy Lumber Company building, which 
serves as KCAM’s gallery, event space and arts class-
room. She directs and curates the space and also 
works with local artists to prepare them for careers 
in the arts. To help meet the museum’s mission of 
supporting local art, KCAM’s entrance is dedicated 
to selling art exclusively from Katy artists.

PEOPLE

What does it mean to be  
a curator?

Curating is not only choosing 
the artists but also handpicking 
the pieces that come into a show. 
Whether I go to the artist’s stu-
dio or they bring the work here, I 
pick what’s in the show and then 
decide how to install it so each 
one of the artists is displayed in 
the best way possible. That’s all 
curating. One artist shouldn’t be 
more important than another. 

I’m actually staying quite con-
servative as far as contemporary 
art is concerned. I’m keeping it 
pretty low key. Almost every-
thing I’ve shown so far has been 
easily accepted [by the public].

Did a lot of work go into the 
building restoration?

I did a lot of work to try and get 
the building back to how it was 
[in 1953]. For example, [the front] 
windows had been closed off and 
I reopened them. I wanted to keep 
as much of the integrity of the 
original building as I could. The 

building also wasn’t up to code, 
so it took a tremendous amount 
of work to redo the electrical and 
air conditioning.

Why contemporary art, and 
why Katy?

There are a large number of 
artists who live out in the suburbs. 
[And] if you work in Houston, 
once you drive to the suburbs 
you don’t want to have to drive 
in again for culture. Part of the 
mission of this museum is to make 
sure people don’t have to drive 
into Houston anymore [for art] 
or as often. Why contemporary? 
Because that’s what’s needed. [Peo-
ple] are very familiar with the tra-
ditional [artists]; what they need is 
[access to] contemporary art. 

What kind of response have 
you had?

Wonderful. People have really 
embraced [KCAM]. People who 
don’t get the contemporary art, 
they appreciate that I repurposed 
a historic building and restored 

it, so it is now living again. Some 
people love that we’re doing the 
‘It’s a Katy Thing’ [branding cam-
paign], so there’s something for 
everyone. I think everyone in our 
community can find something 
to love about KCAM.

How do you decide which 
artists to show?

KCAM has specific submissions 
guidelines that are on our website. 
It’s just me reviewing people’s 
work, so I only review submissions 
twice a year [in January and July]. 
For the most part we only show 
Katy and Fort Bend [County] 
artists, but sometimes we look at 
Texas and regional artists. 

What is the next big project ? 
Right now I’m launching the 

Big 10 Art Competition for Texas 
artists. It’s open to high school 
students and adults in differ-
ent age groups. It’ll be judged 
entirely by curators and the win-
ners will have a show at KCAM 
next summer. 
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By Jocelyn Kerr

Ana Villaronga-Roman has been curating spaces in the greater 
Houston and Katy areas for more than 25 years.  

Elements of the Ray Woods Lumber & Supply building were restored. 

Villaronga-Roman oversaw the 2013 restoration of the facade and 
interior elements of the historic Katy building. 

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 In Clinic Treatment  

 Social Skills 

 Shadowing 

 Diagnostic Services

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been in business since 2000. 

Our Board Certified Behavior Analysts (BCBA) have develop 
an individualized program. We offer an array of services 
such as in-clinic treatment, social skills training, in-school 

shadowing programs, parent trainings, and play  groups.

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com
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Gary Greene 
Realtors® 
Commercial 

Division

Land, Land, Land

Don’t miss out on rapid 
growth of Hwy 90 

between Katy/Brookshire 
6, 8 and 18 acre tracts available. 

Like Westheimer Pkwy? We 
have land there too! 

Building for Lease

Energy Corridor/I-10
+/- 4100 SF available/divisible

Katy Station 
Shopping 

Center

Want to make 
$250,000/yr? 

27,000 SF retail/offi  ce/
warehouse Prime Property in 
City of Katy, 92% occupancy, 

room to expand

Thank you to recent 
customers: 

Fort Bend County ESD 2    
Mao De Acucar Salon

Off  Duty Services           
Harris County ESD 48

Queensland Government 
Trade and Investment 

Cynthia Berry
713-705-3047
Vicki Gessler
832-492-0700

Larry Littlejohn
713-628-1154

Your Local 
Commercial Connection

Cin
co

 R
anch Blvd.

Westheimer Pkwy.
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Fourth of July Celebration at 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch
Annual event features music, food and fireworks

P atriotism will be on display at 
the eighth Annual Fourth of 
July Celebration, presented by 

Texas Children’s Hospital West Cam-
pus at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch.

The event has always been a popular 
one for LaCenterra, said Lindsay Kaye, 
LaCenterra director of marketing and 
public relations.

“We have about 15,000-20,000 peo-
ple per year,” Kaye said. “This is our 
biggest event of the year.”

The Fourth of July Celebration is 
popular because the music, food and 
attractions appeal to people of all ages, 
Kaye said.

The celebration kicks off at 4:30 
p.m. with a Kids Patriotic Bike 
Parade. Kids can decorate their bikes 
with all-American flare to participate 
in the parade.  

No registration is required. Kaye 
said families should gather at the main 
courtyard at 4 p.m. to participate.

“We parade down to Central 
Green Park and have a judging,” 
Kaye said. “A lot of the kids last year 
dressed up as well.”

After the parade, kids can play in 
the interactive Kids Zone at 5:30 p.m. 

“The Kids Zone will have all kinds 
of fun activities,” Kaye said. 

The play area, hosted by Pump 
It Up, will have bounce houses, 
jugglers, stilt walkers, face paint-
ing, balloon art, photo booths and 
a performance by Move Dance and 
Fitness Center.

Parents can enjoy the musical acts 
the event has to offer, Kaye said.

Sheila Marshall, a country artist 
who was a top-10 finalist on TV’s 
“Nashville Star,” will perform from 
5:30-7 p.m. Chris Boss will follow 
from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Boss released his 
third album, “Evolution,” in April and 
has opened for bands such as KISS.

The celebration concludes with a 
fireworks show that starts at approx-
imately 9:15 p.m., which is put on by 
Sky Wonder Pyrotechnics.

Overflow parking will be available 
for free at Cinco Ranch High School 
and Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 
Kaye said.

By Fares Sabawi

CLOSE UP

Saturday, July 4 
4:30–9:30 p.m.
Free
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
www.lacenterra.com

Event details

Residents dress up and decorate their bikes for the Kids Patriotic Bike Parade. 

Central Green Park is home base for bounce houses, vendors and entertainment in the Kids Zone.

The day’s festivities are capped off with a 
fireworks show that starts at 9:15 p.m. 
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REGISTER NOW AT SECOND.ORG

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

WEST CAMPUS • MON-THU • JULY 20-23 • 9AM-NOON
1463 CAMPUS • MON-THU • JULY 27-30 • 9AM-NOON 
FAMILY NIGHT ON THURSDAY E V ENING

NOW 2 KATY LOCATIONS!

Alternative fuel options
INSIDE INFORMATION

Compiled by Fares Sabawi | Designed by Mary-Ann Zykin

Alternative fueling stations are becoming more 
available in the Katy area after recent developments, 
including new NRG eVgo electric vehicle chargers in 
Katy Mills, 5000 Katy Mills Circle, and a CNG 4 America 
natural gas station, 24985 I-10. Whether it is ethanol, 
electricity or natural gas, there are a number of options 
to refuel in greater Katy.

New stations meet demand

alternative fueling sources 
in the Katy area10 electric

charging
stations6 ethanol

stations2 CNG
stations2 to charge an electric vehicle 

at NRG eVgo stations30minutes
or less

What’s the difference?
Ethanol
Ethanol is a renewable fuel made from 
plant materials known as biomass. In 
the United States ethanol is usually 

made with starch found in corn grain. 
Although more than 95 percent of U.S. 

gasoline contains 10 percent ethanol, fuel flexible vehicles 
can run on a fuel blend with 85 percent ethanol. Ethanol 
oxygenates the fuel and reduces air pollution. However, 
the E85 blend has a lower fuel economy than gasoline.

Compressed natural gas (CNG)
Compressed natural gas is an odorless 
nontoxic gas mixture that is a clean-
burning alternative fuel. Natural gas is 

abundant in the U.S., as 90 percent of natural 
gas consumed in the country is produced 

domestically. Its abundance also makes it a more secure 
source of energy than gasoline. CNG-powered vehicles get 
nearly the same fuel economy as conventional gas vehicles. 
Not only do CNG-powered automobiles produce lower levels 
of emissions, they also produce no evaporative emissions.

Electricity
Instead of being fuel-dependent, electric 
vehicles run primarily on electricity. 
While hybrid electric vehicles do not 

require charging, all-electric vehicles do. 
These automobiles usually qualify for tax 

credits and incentives, and electric vehicles typically have 
better fuel economy than gasoline-fueled cars. In 2014, the 
number of electric stations in the United States surpassed 
8,800, offering more than 21,000 outlets for electric vehicle 
owners. Electric vehicles produce no tailpipe emissions.
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Alternative fueling center locations

1

2

3
4

5 6

7

8

9

10

1  Love’s Travel Stop
612 Pederson Road, Katy

2  CNG 4 America
24985 I-10, Katy

3  Autonation Nissan
25550 Kingsland Blvd., 
Katy

4  NRG eVgo -  
Katy Mills
5000 Katy Mills Circle, 
Katy

5  LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch West Gate 
parking
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
Katy

6  LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch East  
Gate parking
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
Katy

7  Whole Foods Market
6601 S. Fry Road, Katy

8  NRG eVgo - Cracker 
Barrel Freedom 
Station
18151 I-10, Houston

9  Kroger
1705 Fry Road, Katy

10  Corner Store
2617 FM 1463, Katy

Map not to scale

Sources: Alternative Fuel Data Center, NRG Energy Inc./Community Impact Newspaper

CNG stations

Electric  
charging stations

Ethanol  
stations
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BEAZER HAS NEW QUICK MOVE-INS AVAILABLE!

We’re so confident in our Energy Efficient 
features, we put a chocolate bunny in our 
attic to prove it won’t melt. Find out why 
this is important -- and how it will save 
you money by visiting any Beazer model 
home today!

New homes from the upper  
$100s to $500s

MOVE NOW TO
AVOID HIGH SUMMER 
ELECTRIC BILLS

*Based on NAHB Research Center, Beazer Homes eSMART Energy Analysis (October 2009), using building assumptions established through the DOE Building America program. Performance comparison and energy cost savings based on 
whole house use estimates generated by proprietary computer software modeling, underlying building assumptions, and 2007 average energy prices and reflect estimated savings in heating and cooling energy, lighting and dishwasher. Actual 
savings may vary and may depend in part on occupant behavior, timing and/or fluctuating costs of energy usage, and actual climate zone conditions. Additional information available at beazer.com. See New Home Counselor for complete 
details. © 2015 Beazer Homes. 4/15  124442

beazer.com  • 281-214-0450  
#showmethebunny

In case you missed it
Stay up to date on the latest stories from 

communityimpact.com

 Sign up to receive our free weekly 
e-newsletter at  

communityimpact.com/e-newsletter 

Or grab your phone and sign up now

Assisted Living Like
You’ve Never Seen Before!SM

A Purposeful Life
Anticipating Tomorrow

An Active Life
Enjoying Now

A Connected Life
Exploring Relationships

Have you ever thought of an assisted living community as a place for seniors 
to grow - a place for them to enjoy pursuing passions and deepening family 
relationships? 

We do, and that's what makes Legacy At Falcon Point Assisted Living Like You've 
Never Seen Before! It’s a safe place of detailed care where seniors can be social 
and stay physically and mentally active.

1520 Katy Gap Road
Katy, TX 77494

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com281-394-0628

NOW
Taking Reservations For Memory Care!



Exploring Clear summer nights are a perfect 
time for stargazing. Local and online 
resources provide guidance for new and 
experienced star watchers.

the night sky Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr, Kelli Weldon and 
Lyndsey Taylor.  
Design by Erin Behncke and Mary-Ann Zykin

July constellations Look for these star patterns in the sky about an hour after sunset.

In 150 A.D.   
Greek scientist Ptolemy 

 published The Almagest.

Star facts

Sources: University of Wisconsin at Madison Department of Astronomy, Girlstart, International Dark-Sky Association, NASA 

Stars are responsible for the 

creation and distribution 
of heavy elements, such as  

carbon, nitrogen and oxygen.

Check the phase of the moon 
before viewing— 

a full moon will 
block out stars.

C
6

CARBON
N

7

NITROGEN
O
8

OXYGEN

History

These 48 constellations  
formed the basis for our  

modern  
constellation 

 system.

The book contained a  

catalog of 1,022 stars 
arranged into  

48 constellations.

Use a flashlight with 
red light to see. It 

takes more time for 
eyes to adjust if using 

white light.

Stargazing tip

Places to observe Events Local societies

Apus
Corona Borealis

Hercules
Ophiuchus

Triangulum 
Australe

ScorpiusNorma

Ara Draco

The sun is 

6,000 
degrees  

Celsius 
on the surface and 

15 million 
degrees 

Celsius 
at the core.

The sun is 
the only star 
in our solar 

system.

Hypergiants, 
the largest stars, may be 

100 times 
bigger 

than the sun.

1.3 million 
Earths could  

fit inside  
the sun.

Members of the Fort Bend 
Astronomy Club and Houston 

Astronomical Society can borrow 
several types of telescopes to 

view the night sky.

George Observatory  
at Brazos Bend State Park
21901 FM 762, Needville
http://georgeobservatory.org

Saturdays year-round 3-10 p.m.  
and 3-11 p.m. (daylight savings time)

Park admission is $7 (ages 13-64), plus 
$3 (planetarium) or $7 (telescopes). 
Members, seniors and children receive 
discounted rates.

(Due to recent flooding, the 
observatory is closed until July 11.)

Burke Baker Planetarium  
at the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science
5555 Hermann Park Drive, Houston
www.hmns.org

$8 (adults), $7 (children ages 3-11, 
seniors), $4 members

Programs are shown daily from  
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Night sky hike at Galveston 
Island State Park
14901 FM 3005, Galveston

8-9 p.m., Aug. 7, 14, 21

Visitors can join a park ranger for a 
short guided hike to the observation 
tower and a tour of the night sky.

Park admission is $5 (adults), free 
(children under 12).

http://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/
galveston-island/night-sky-
hike/2015-08-21

Fort Bend Astronomy Club
www.fbac.org

Houston Astronomical Society
www.astronomyhouston.org

The NASA Night Sky Network 
provides monthly online learning 
guides and a night sky planner 
for locating constellations.  
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
download-search.cfm
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HEALTH CARE EDUCATION

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

Legislature continues restoration of  
state funding for mental health

House, Senate 
debate funding for 
public education

Development of master-planned 
communities aims to meet demand

CY-FAIR Access to veterans ser-
vices is improving in northwest 
Harris County. More local veterans 
are taking advantage of the Tomball 
Veterans Affairs clinic that opened 
in 2013 and continues to add ser-
vices. In addition, institutions such 
as Lone Star College and Northwest 
Assistance Ministries are broad-
ening outreach to accommodate 
underserved veteran populations. 

“Having more local access to basic 
services is crucial for veterans, many 
of whom may be disabled or have 
issues with transportation,” said Jack 
Andrews, a veteran with VFW Post 
8905 in Cypress. “The Tomball clinic 
has been useful for a good number 
of our members. Access to health 
care and access to places where 

veterans can meet are among the 
most important needs.” 

The nationwide struggle to help 
veterans transition back to civilian 
life is evident in Harris County. 
The Houston VA’s regional office, 
which serves about 760,000 veterans 
throughout South Texas, Mexico, and 
Central and South America, is trying 
to work through a backlog of benefits 
claims, according to the Houston 
Veterans Benefits Administration. 

Although the backlog is down 
significantly from January 2013, when 
it stood at 28,500 claims, there still 
remains a strong need to assist vet-
erans with mental health, education, 
employment and housing issues, said 
Tony Solomon, director of the Veteran 
Behavioral Health Initiative at Mental 
Health America of Greater Houston.

“The VA simply can’t handle every-
thing that’s being asked of it, and 
some veterans are not happy with the 
services they are receiving,” he said. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

CY-FAIR State budget discussions 
dominated much of the month of 
May as the Texas Legislature works to 
complete its one required task of the 
session—approving a balanced bud-
get—by June 1. Although legislators 
in the House of Representatives and 
Senate proposed additional funding 
for public education for the next two 
years, members from both chambers 
spent weeks coming to a consensus 
regarding precisely how that money 
should be spent in the next biennium. 

“There are some significant differ-
ences between the House and Senate 
in terms of focus as well as philos-
ophy in terms of how they want to 
spend their money,” Cy-Fair ISD CFO 
Stuart Snow said. 

State Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, 
R-Killeen, tried to address irregular-
ities in the school finance system by 
filing House Bill 1759 as this session’s 
school finance bill. During a House 

CY-FAIR As the 84th legislative 
session draws to a close, Texas law-
makers appear poised to continue 
a trend of funding mental health 
services at an increased level. 

Both chambers drafted budgets 
that contains additional funding for 
mental health: the House of Rep-
resentatives includes an increase of 
$304 million and the Senate version 
contains an increase of $249 million. 

“This looks to be a great session for 
mental health,” said Bill Kelly, director 

of policy and government relations for 
Mental Health America Greater Hous-
ton. “I think recognition by legislators 
that we can’t continue to ignore these 
problems was made last session and 
that has continued.” 

Although the House budget includes 
more funding, Kelly said the Senate’s 
version is better for the issues that 
directly affect Harris County residents, 
such as crisis services and overall 
funding for adults and young children. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

SUGAR LAND/ 
MISSOURI CITY 
Developers of mas-
ter-planned commu-
nities in Sugar Land 
and Missouri City 
are expanding their 
commercial and resi-
dential developments 
to meet the continuing 
demand of homebuy-
ers and businesses in 
Fort Bend County. 

Johnson Development 
Corp. is aiming to meet housing 
needs by debuting a new residential 
village in Sienna Plantation, as well 
as offer new housing in its newest 
master-planned community, Harvest 
Green. The development company is 
also expanding commercial and retail 
opportunities in the Riverstone and 
Imperial Sugar Land master-planned 

communities with new retail centers 
under design. 

Jeff Wiley, president of the Fort 
Bend Economic Council, said as cities 
within Fort Bend County continue to 
grow, so will the demand for infra-
structure, housing and retail. Wiley 
said those demands are ultimately ful-
filled by master-planned communities. 
Full story by Connor Hyde
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TOP STORIES

Access improves to 
veteran services in 
Harris County

SENATE HOUSE

Mental health services for adults $630.2 million $663.9 million

Mental health services for children $193.3 million $204.7 million

Community crisis services $221.9 million $255.3 million

Substance abuse prevention, intervention 
and treatment

$307.9 million $325.1 million

Money for mental health
Since Texas was ranked 49th in the country in per capita spending 
for mental health in 2011, the Legislature has approved two 
consecutive increases in mental health funding the last two 
sessions, including a $298 million increase this session.

of Representative Public Education 
Committee meeting in mid-April, 
Aycock addressed the bill and 
explained the school funding system 
has become more dependent on local 
property tax over the decades.

“With that changing dynamic has 
come a series of lawsuits, and with 
each of those has come increasing 
levels of complexity in the school 
finance system,” he said.

HB 1759 aimed to answer the 
question of how to distribute money 
in the school finance system and deal 
with the model of distribution. 

However, Aycock pulled down HB 
1759 on May 14, meaning any school 
finance changes that happen during 
the remainder of the session must 
come through HB 1, the House of 
Representative’s general appropria-
tions bill. HB 1759 tackled 13 issues 
that would have added $800 million 
to the additional $2.2 billion the 
House proposed to fund public edu-
cation for the next biennium. 

The additional $800 million 
Aycock intended for public education 
still resides in HB 1. 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Edible Arbor Trail
MISSOURI CITY Spanning more 
than two miles along Oyster Creek 
Trail, the Missouri City Edible 
Arbor Trail offers a recreational 
trail with a variety of fruits and 
plants for residents to pick for free. 

Missouri City horticulturist Paul 
Wierzbicki constructed the arbor 
trail in 2010 by planting 50 trees with 
the help of community leaders and 
businesses. Five years later, Wierz-
bicki has grown the trail to include 
213 trees within 19 groves. 

“There is really no faster way to 
connect humans with trees and their 
food than to feature some kind of 
demonstration trail that features 
both,” he said. 

The arbor trail features a selection 
of fruit that was picked to withstand 
the harsh Texas environment, Wier-
zbicki said. Each grove costs approx-
imately $2,000 to plant and is funded 
by donations from local businesses 

and organizations. 
Although the arbor trail is nearing 

full capacity, Wierzbicki said the trail 
is having an everlasting effect on the 
surrounding ecosystem by providing 
a home for the local wildlife. 
Full story by Connor Hyde
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CLOSE UP

11 Below Brewing
CY-FAIR What began as a hobby 
10 years ago for Bryce Baker, 
Jeff Handojo and Brandon Moss 
became a full-scale business 
venture May 2 when 11 Below 
Brewing opened to the public. 
Located in the Willowbrook 
area, the brewery is open every 
Saturday from noon-3 p.m. for a 
weekly open house and tours. 

Although the trio began home-
brewing beer in their garage, they 
eventually began considering turning 
it into a full-time job. The partners 
came up with the name 11 Below 
Brewing as a reminder of their former 
jobs as oil field workers.

“Eleven is the difference in gallons 
between a 42-gallon barrel of crude oil 
and a 31-gallon barrel of beer,” Baker 
said. “It’s a nod to our former lives. 
We wanted something that marks our 
transition from oil to beer.”
Full story Marie Leonard
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6820 Bourgeois Road, Houston
281-444-2337
www.11belowbrewing.com 

11 Below Brewing 

Harris County 
Smokehouse
CY-FAIR After the Hwy. 290 expan-
sion project left the owners of Harris 
County Smokehouse with fewer park-
ing spaces than dining seats, co-owners 
Tammy and Harry Chambers decided 
it was the time to move. The husband-
and-wife duo, who have been in Cy-Fair 
for more than 20 years, decided to stay 
close, however. Their new location 
reopened across the highway March 19.

“We are already seeing every seat in 
the restaurant fill up on the week-
ends,” Harry said.

Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Harris County Smokehouse

290
6

19811 Hwy. 290, Houston
281-890-5735
www.harriscountysmokehouse.com
Hours: 7 a.m.-9 p.m. daily

Soto’s Kitchen
MISSOURI CITY The menu at 
Soto’s Kitchen in Missouri City 
is designed to test the boundar-
ies of traditional Mexican cuisine 
and to introduce customers to a 
different side of Mexican food. 

Co-owner Amador Soto teamed 
up with his four brothers in 2012 
to open Soto’s Kitchen in Sienna 
Plantation as a way to represent 
their home city of San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico, through the food they grew 
up with as children.

“We want to offer a different 
Mexican restaurant,” Amador said. 
“Because [San Luis Potosi] is in the 
center of Mexico, you get seafood 
from Veracruz, Mexico, and moles 
from the south. And because we are 
from the center of Mexico, there is a 
lot of commerce around it.”

Amador and his brothers Carlos, 
Jose Antonio, Sergio and Juan Soto, 
moved from San Luis Potosi, Mexico, 
to Houston in 1991 and have gained 
more than 20 years of experience in 
the restaurant industry. 
Full story by Connor Hyde
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Soto’s Kitchen

1  8817 Hwy. 6, Missouri City
281-778-8807
www.sotoskitchen.com 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

2  2899 Dulles Ave., Missouri City
832-539-1757
www.sotoskitchen.com 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
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9727 Spring Green Blvd. • Katy, TX 77494  
281-574-5551 • thedrystyle.com

blow dry bar & salon  10% OFF
 Cannot be combined with any other offer.  

Exp. 7/22/15

Cuts & Color
for New Clients

1093

Katy-Gaston Rd.

S. Fry Rd.

S
pring G

reen B
lvd. BLOW DRY BAR

Blowouts
Updo’s

Make-up
Eye Lashes

Waxing

SALON
Haircut
Color

Express Keratin Blowout
Keratin Smoothing Treatment

Hair Extensions

Get Your Brazilian Blowout today!
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ESDs
Continued from | 1

with a voluntary evacuation in the 
southern part of the precinct. 

“If we had gone into full emergency 
mode, our emergency response coor-
dinator would have stepped in to take 
over,” Cook said. 

Need for emergency coordination
Galvez was an emergency medical 

services first responder during hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita in 2005. At that 
time the city of Katy had a volunteer 
fire department and no centralized 
emergency command center. 

“We were boots on the ground, run-
ning everything from the field. But we 
were much smaller then. We could do 
that. Now, with all the new construc-
tion, we need a central place to coordi-
nate response,” Galvez said. 

In planning the new operations center, 
Galvez took into account the number 
of city workers who would be running 

operations from the command center. 
Individual workstations were designed 
to accommodate representatives from 
the police and fire departments, EMS 
and city administration offices. Each 
department has a representative that 
will coordinate the field response from 
the control room. 

“[In a state of emergency], this room 
will be packed with people from all 
departments coordinating the emer-
gency response. Pretty much every-
one [will work from here] except the 
mayor and City Council, who have 
their own meeting space at City Hall,” 
Galvez said. 

After hurricanes Katrina, Rita and 
Ike, Galvez said the emergency man-
agement industry evolved to become 
more efficient in large-scale responses. 
She and other first responders regularly 
attend workshops through the Texas 
Department of Public Safety and TEEX, 
a cooperative learning center through 
Texas A&M University that provides 
emergency response and homeland 
security training to more than 160,000 
people from 79 countries each year. 

“It has become much more import-
ant to follow protocol and have every-
one on the same page to get the proper 
chain of command in motion,” Galvez 
said. “Once you push that button and 
activate the emergency operations 
command, there’s a set of procedures 
that must be followed in order to set 
in motion the qualifications for [Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency] 
reimbursement.”

Galvez said she and an emergency 
management committee made up of city 
administration and first response per-
sonnel toured several command centers 
in similar-sized cities such as League City. 

“We didn’t tour [the command cen-
ters for] Harris or Fort Bend counties 
because they serve a much larger area, 
and we’ll never be that big,” Galvez said.  

The committee approved a design with 
three large monitors and a projection 

screen that enable the team to monitor 
multiple situations simultaneously and 
connect with state and federal response 
teams via video conference. 

Fire department response
The Greater Katy region is served by 

four fire departments, some of which 
are staffed by volunteers. The largest, 
West I-10 Volunteer Fire Department, 
serves a majority of the unincorpo-
rated Harris County area. 

In emergency situations, fire depart-
ments are first on the scene and the 
first to come to each other’s assistance, 
Cook said. 

“We’ve had incidents where there 
may be a major fire out in Fulshear, for 
example, and maybe Firethorne [Ful-
shear Fire Department] goes out to 
assist,” Cook said. “We’ve had Willow 
Fork [Fire Department] send in one 
of [its] trucks to sit at Firethorne so 
that community doesn’t go without [a 
truck] if there’s another fire.”

In 2012 the city of Katy shifted from 
a volunteer fire department to a full-
time staff. That’s also when Galvez 
became the city’s first dedicated emer-
gency operations coordinator. She runs 
her office out of the fire station at 1417 
Avenue D and works closely with first 
responders on everything from car 
accidents on I-10 to flooding and emer-
gency preparedness drills.  

As the need for emergency services 
has grown, Katy Fire Chief Rufus Sum-
mers has coordinated a new hiring and 
promotion process over the last two 
years. The city is in the process of find-
ing land to build a new fire station that 
will add an additional 12 employees 
to the department’s 36 members, 
Summers said. 

When it comes to emergency 
response, most people think of 
large-scale disasters, but smaller 
ones are just as taxing on the 
system, Summers said. 

“I-10 is our biggest threat 

all the way around,” he said. 
With the increased lanes and commer-

cial property along I-10, the potential for 
a major hazardous materials incident 
means the city has to prepare for hazmat 
containment and mitigation, he said. 

“We have [interlocal] agreements 
with all the other agencies in the area,” 
Summers said. 

Still, Summers said the clean-up cost 
to Katy taxpayers is something that has 
to be factored in. The city has imple-
mented a cost recovery system to bill 
non-residents for the cost of wreck 
cleanup within city limits, he said. 

Along the Grand Parkway, Cook said 
the county responds to wrecks, but they 
have not implemented a similar cost 
recovery system for non-residents. 

“We took infrastructure into account 
[with all the new development occurring 
in the region],” Galvez said. “[When it 
comes to emergency response], you have 
to know what resources you have and 
plan accordingly.”

“Once you push that 
button and activate 
the emergency 
operations center, 
there’s a set of 
procedures that 
must be followed 
in order to set 
in motion the 
qualifications 
for FEMA 
reimbursement.”

—Maria Galvez, city of Katy emergency 
management coordinator

EMS alert systems
The city of Katy and Harris and Fort Bend 
counties maintain emergency alert systems 
where residents sign up to receive text or 
email notifications when disaster strikes. 
Residents can sign up for up-to-the-minute 
updates on emergency response, shelters and 
official instructions after a crisis happens.

City of Katy
http://katyconnect.bbcportal.com

Harris County Alerts
www.readyharris.org/go/mailinglist/1829/

FBC Alert
http://www.fbcoem.org/go/doctype/1528/22662

How prepared are you for hurricane season?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/kty-poll
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100 % FREE
communityimpact.com Your source for local community news  

and information. And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

GET PREPARED
Katy-area ESDs and  

fire departments
Weather preparedness tipsUnincorporated areas of Greater Katy are served by Harris 

County Emergency Service District No. 48 and the Willowfork Fire 
Department, which operates in Fort Bend Emergency Service 
District No. 2. 

Hurricane season is from June 1 to Nov. 30, but hurricanes are 
not the only severe weather threat to the Katy area. Severe 
weather of any type can cause property damage and flooding. 

Key
West I-10
Harris County 
ESD No. 48

city of Katy 

Willowfork
Fort Bend County 
ESD No. 2 

1

7

8

5

2

4

6

3

1  Katy Fire Department
1417 Avenue D, Katy
281-391-3500

2  West I-10 Fire Station 1
22125 Kingsland Blvd, Katy
281-675-3639

3  West I-10 Fire Station 2
851 Dominion Dr., Katy
281-675-3639

4  West I-10 Fire Station 3
1773 Westgreen Blvd, Katy
281-675-3639

5  West I-10 Fire Station 4
22855 Franz Rd., Katy
281-675-3639

6  West I-10 Fire Station 5
20011 Westfield Pkwy., Katy
281-675-3639

7  Willowfork Fire Station 1
24655 Westheimer Pkwy.
Katy • 281-395-0011

8  Willowfork Fire Station 2
26900 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Katy • 281-395-0011
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Types of storms

Personal preparedness

Tropical cyclone
An organized weather system with 
a closed circulation that forms 
over warm tropical waters; these 
systems rotate counter-clockwise 
in the Northern Hemisphere.

Tropical storm
A tropical cyclone with maximum 
sustained winds between 39 and 
73 mph

Tropical depression
A tropical cyclone with maximum 
sustained winds of 38 mph or less

Hurricane
An intense tropical cyclone with 
sustained winds of 74 mph or higher

L

Hurricane wind scale
Category 1: Winds 74 to 95 mph
Category 2: Winds 96 to 110 mph
Category 3: Winds 111 to 129 mph
Category 4: Winds 130 to 156 mph
Category 5: Winds greater than 156 mph

Katy is a no-evacuation zone. Stay off I-10 to enable coastal evacuations.

Double-check items in 
emergency supply kits.

Make sure vehicles are 
fueled and serviced.

Board up windows if 
shutters do not exist.

Secure lawn furniture and 
other loose, lightweight 
outdoor items, such as trash 
cans and garden tools.

Make sure to have plenty 
of cash in case power goes 
out and ATMs do not work.

Listen frequently to the 
radio or TV for updates on 

the storm’s progress.

Beware of the calm winds 
in the eye of the storm and 
do not venture outside.

Follow instructions issued 
by local officials and 

be prepared to shut off 
utilities if ordered to do so.

Sources: Harris County ESD 48, National Weather Service Houston/Galveston, Fort Bend County ESD 2, 
Willowfork Fire Department, West I-10 Volunteer Fire Department/Community Impact Newspaper
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Offer ends 6/21/15. New residential customers only. Not available in all areas. Requires subscription to Starter Double Play with Digital Starter TV and Performance Internet. Two-year term agreement required. Early termination 
fee applies. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including Broadcast TV Fee (up to $3.50/mo.), Regional Sports Fee (up to $1/mo.) and other applicable charges extra, and subject to change during and after the promo. After 
promotional period, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Starter Double Play is $102.94-$129.94/mo. depending on area and other services subscribed to, for HBO® is 
$19.99/mo. and for Streampix® is $4.99/mo. Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic service subscription required to receive other levels of service. Internet: Actual speeds vary 
and are not guaranteed. WiFi claim based on September and November 2014 studies by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA166676-0003

Call 1-855-547-4398 or visit comcast.com today

Now with double  
the speed —  

up to 50 Mbps

HBO®  
included for  

1 year

Streampix® 
included for  

2 years
a month for 12 months

$7999
XFINITY TV & Internet

Uninterrupted quality time

The fastest, most reliable in-home WiFi
With XFINITY® Internet, you’ll get the fastest, most reliable in-home WiFi so everyone 
can get online and do more on their devices. Plus, you’ll enjoy reliably fast speeds, even 
during peak hours, so you can chat, surf, stream HD movies and shows and game online —  

all at the same time.

106486_NPA166676-0003 Lifestyle ad_9.1837x11.indd   1 5/22/15   11:22 AM



Transportation
Continued from | 1

The funding mechanisms of the bill 
have strings attached to them in the 
event of a downturn in the state econ-
omy. The dedication of funds from 
the general sales tax could be halted if 
sales tax revenue comes in lower than 
$28 billion in a fiscal year. However, 
Haywood said, the state is above those 
numbers and is not expected to fall 
that far.

Because the bill aims to amend 
the constitution, it will need to be 
approved by voters in the November 
2016 election. 

“I am very excited that the House, 
Senate and Governor were able to 
come together on SJR 5, which is crit-
ical for the future of transportation in 
our state,” State Sen. Robert Nichols, 
R-Jacksonville said. “This constitu-
tional amendment will be sent to the 
people of Texas for their consideration. 
If passed by the voters, it would be the 
largest single increase in transportation 
funding in Texas history.”

Finding additional funding for trans-
portation was a top priority among leg-
islators in this legislative session. Due 
to the significant population growth 
in the state, the Texas Department of 
Transportation has a need of about $5 
billion annually to keep up with current 
demands, said Veronica Beyer, director 
of media relations for TxDOT. 

Even with the approval of Proposi-
tion 1 last November, state transpor-
tation funding still falls short of the 
projected $5 billion needed annually to 
keep up with a rapidly escalating popu-
lation and aging infrastructure. 

“As Texas grows by more than 1,000 
people daily, we are seeing more con-
gestion and therefore an increasing need 
to build, repair and maintain our road-
ways,” Beyer said. “To be able to keep 
up with this increasing demand, it was 
imperative we find a sustainable funding 
solution for our state. Transportation is 
the backbone of economic prosperity, so 
we must do what we can to keep com-
merce and goods moving.”

Nichols said with the progress made 
by the Legislature last session to fund 
transportation, the overwhelming sup-
port of Prop. 1 by voters last November 
and legislation passed in this session, 
the state’s transportation funding is 
going to be close to where it needs to be 
now and in the future. 

“[This bill] is a great deal for trans-
portation in that it provides constitu-
tionally dedicated funding so [TxDOT] 
can plan for projects in the future,” 
Haywood said. 

Birth of SJR 5
Both the House and Senate proposed 

major transportation funding bills this 
session using sales tax revenue that 
could provide more than $2 billion a 
year to the SHF. 

Nichols co-authored SJR 5 in Feb-
ruary. The bill would have dedicated 
the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle 
sales tax revenue every year to the gen-
eral fund, the second $2.5 billion to 
the State Highway Fund and split any 
remaining revenue between the two, 
Haywood said. 

House Bill 13 proposed an alterna-
tive sales tax revenue solution. The bill, 
authored by Rep. Joe Pickett, D-El Paso, 
suggested dedicating the first $3 billion 
of general sales tax revenue to the SHF 
in addition to 2 percent of the remain-
der of sales tax revenue. 

Both bills received nearly unanimous 
bipartisan support and were approved 
by their respective chambers. However, 
with two different visions to achieve the 
same goal, Haywood said the House 
and Senate each sent five members to a 
joint committee in May to hash out the 
legislation and come up with one bill 
that satisfied both chambers. The result 
was a compromise of both the House 
and Senate proposed bills that was still 
dubbed SJR 5. 

“I think [the bill] is definitely a win-
win, and more importantly, I think it 
is a win for the state,” Haywood said. 
“The governor and speaker of both 
chambers can walk away and feel good 
about this. They put substantial reve-
nue into transportation without rais-
ing taxes or fees.”

Other legislative solutions
Although SJR 5 could provide more 

transportation funding than any other 
piece of legislation being considered 
this session, legislators have considered 
other avenues to find additional reve-
nue streams for statewide transporta-
tion improvements. 

Both the House and the Senate 
found a combined $650 million a 
year in the next biennium for the SHF 
through the appropriations process, 
Haywood said. The additional money 
comes from funds previously diverted 
from the SHF to the Department of 
Public Safety’s budget. 

“Both budgets make sure that all 
funding that goes to State Highway 
Fund will go to maintain roads to the 
state,” Haywood said. “They have defi-
nitely taken care of it under the cur-
rent budget. Over the long term that’s 
another [issue].” 

The diversion may just be a two-
year fix, but several bills were filed this 

session that would have made a consti-
tutional amendment ending diversions 
from the SHF permanently. However, 
none of those bills have been approved 
as of press time. Should the Legislature 
want to continue to end the diversions 
after the biennium, it would have to 
address it in the next session. 

Alan Clark, director of transporta-
tion for the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council, praised the Legislature for 
stopping the diversion of revenue in the 
SHF this biennium. He said the uncer-
tainty of long-term mobility funding is 
a challenge for H-GAC as some proj-
ects can take years to plan. 

“It’s important because TxDOT can’t 
count on that for 20 or 30 years,” Clark 
said. “So they won’t allow us to plan on 
spending that level of funding for 10 
or 20 years.”

Despite pulling funds from the DPS 
budget the next two years for mobil-
ity projects, Haywood said it should 
not negatively affect other areas of the 
state’s budget. 

“The good news for Texas is we’re in a 
great economic situation, so the Legis-
lature is able to do things without pull-
ing money away from anything else,” 

Haywood said. “[The Legislature] can 
still utilize that revenue, and it doesn’t 
impact that spending limit.”

Future funding
Andrea French, executive director 

for Transportation Advocacy Group 
Houston, said because the $5 billion 
needed annually only maintains cur-
rent congestion levels and does not do 
much to improve the level of service, 
future legislative sessions will have to 
find additional transportation funding 
options. She said the approved addi-
tional funding gets the state closer 
to solving its transportation funding 
shortfall but does not solve the prob-
lem entirely. 

“It’s great that we can look at existing 
revenue streams and transfer them to 
highway funding,” French said. “But I 
think we still need to look at the philo-
sophical notion that user fees are really 
important and that we pay to use the 
roads because they are essentially a ser-
vice that we are provided.”

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

SENATE BILL 5
Would have dedicated $2.5 BILLION  to State Highway Fund from motor vehicle sales taxes 

after the first $2.5 billion is dedicated to the general fund

Remainder of motor vehicle sales taxes would have been split between State Highway Fund and the general fund

Authored by Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville

Filed Feb. 4

PASSED BY THE SENATE  
28-2 ON MARCH 4

HOUSE BILL 13 
Would have dedicated the FIRST $3 BILLION  from general sales tax revenue to 

State Highway Fund and another 2% of sales tax revenue after the first $3 billion 

Was EXPECTED TO TOTAL $3.6 BILLION  in the first year 

Authored by Rep. Joe Pickett, D-El Paso

FILED MARCH 13
Passed by the House 137-0-2 on May 1

Dedicates $2.5 BILLION  from general sales tax revenue to  
State Highway Fund beginning in 2018

Also dedicates 35%  of motor vehicle sales tax revenue after the first  
$5 billion to State Highway Fund beginning in 2020, or an estimated $500 million-$600 million 

Requires voter approval in November 2016 

Was agreed upon by a joint committee of 5 members of each branch

FINDING Funds

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 5

Source: Texas Legislature/Community Impact Newspaper
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Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494
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Average price of homes sold  May 2014 vs.  May 2015
Market Data
On the market  (May 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 39/35 4/11 3/60 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 67/35 13/24 15/24 6/10

$200,000–$299,999 1/16 51/64 51/35 65/69 104/40

$300,000–$399,999 8/51 2/45 42/150 32/83 261/65

$400,000–$499,999 13/23 3/5 14/42 33/92 184/67

$500,000–$599,999 1/100 – 24/40 3/55 101/90

$600,000–$799,999 5/87 1/330 9/45 4/71 67/73

$800,000–$999,999 3/92 – 3/47 4/54 16/132

$1 million + 6/191 – 10/76 5/105 19/137  

REAL ESTATE

Lakes at Grand Harbor is part of the Grand 
Harbor Homeowners Association. The 
community’s location provides convenient 
access to I-10 and the Grand Parkway, 
and the neighborhood features a lake fully 
stocked with fish and surrounded by a 
park. There is also a walking trail, picnic 
pavilion and children’s playground. The 
community is adjacent to Katy Mills and 
the new shopping developments under 
construction along I-10. 

Lakes at Grand Harbor, 77494

406 Dockside Terrace  $239,900

5 Bedroom / 3 Bath  3,600 sq. ft.
Agent: Chase Coleman
ReMAX Central  713-955-4500

24206 Courtland Oaks Street $210,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,185 sq. ft.
Agent: Corby Calloway
ReMAX Grand  281-994-5740

24631 Cornell Park Lane  $209,900

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,172 sq. ft.
Agent: Garrett Howell 281-866-7400
Precision Realty and Management

24331 Courtland Oaks Street $215,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  2,011 sq. ft.
Agent: Thalia Guderyon 281-220-1515
Better Homes and Garden Real Estate

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 6/7/15

Build-out year: 2013

Builders include: Centex

Square footage: 1,790–3,674

Home values: $176,000–$254,000

HOA dues (estimated): $690 annually 

Schools: West Memorial Elementary, West 
Memorial Junior High, Katy High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Harris County  0.41731 
Harris County Flood Control District  0.02736 
Port of Houston Authority  0.01531 
Harris County Hospital District  0.17000 
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.00600 
Harris County Emergency Service 48 0.09200

Total (per $100 value) $2.25458

3

Homes on 
the market*

$4,996

Median annual 
property taxes

$221,600

Median 
home value

14

Average days on 
the market*

3

Homes under 
contract*

$96.11

Median price 
per square foot

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99

10

6

1093

529

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

+25%

+11%

+13%

+22%

+8%



Explore the all new communityimpact.com/deals

Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
Girls & Boys: 4-18 years old

• No Travel: All games played 
locally - 22 locations

• One practice per week

• All 8 Games on Saturdays 
beginning October 10

Sign Up Early & Save up to $20
Sign Ups End September 22
• Very Affordable  

• Two Payment Plan Available

FFPS is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

Fun•Fair•Positive Soccer
Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

Fun•Fair•Positive Soccer

For more info or to sign up go to www.FFPS.org or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

POSITIVE COACHING!EQUAL PLAY!
FUN!

Dining
Antonia’s Italian Restorante ................. 44
Bullritos .............................................. 44
Chick-fil-A .......................................... 50
China Inn Café .................................... 51
Freddy’s Frozen Custard & Steakburgers 46
Hasta La Pasta .................................... 47
Johnny’s Pizza House ......................... 48
Stadia Sports Grill ............................... 51
Texas Mesquite Grill ............................ 44

Gifts & Shopping
Great Harvest Bread............................ 45
Harvest Natural Market ....................... 49
Mar-Mar’s Candy Jar .......................... 46

Home & Garden
Bathroom Rennovations By Tileworks . 47
Signature Effects ................................ 48
Tradition Outdoor Living ...................... 46
Trophy Landscape ............................... 47

Recreation & Fitness
Kaia Fit ............................................... 47
Katy Youth Soccer Club ....................... 50
KI Motion Wellness Studio ................... 51
LJL Fitness ......................................... 48
Phit Studios ........................................ 45

Services
Freedom Munitions ............................. 48
Houston Tires ...................................... 50
Louetta Automotive ............................. 48
Midas ................................................. 45
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Hours:  
Sunday-Thursday: 8AM – 10PM

Friday and Saturday: 8AM – 11PM
www.bullritos.com

24441 Katy Freeway
Katy, TX

Now serving breakfast daily

FREE
Chips & Queso

Wit h purchase. 
One per order. Not to be 
combined with any other 

off ers.  Must present coupon.
 Expires 7/22/15.

We Cater!
(281) 394-2557 K

aty Fort Bend Rd.
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Chips & Queso
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281-829-0444
TexasMesquitegrill.com 

20095 Katy Freeway

brunchbrunchbrunchbrunchbrunchbrunchbrunch
Sunday

Join us every sunday from 10am–1pm 
For our Brunch featured items

15330_BrunchTT.indd   1

12/24/14   12:06 PM

15330_BrunchTT.indd   1

12/24/14   12:06 PM

15330_BrunchTT.indd   1

12/24/14   12:06 PM

WEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSWEDNESDAYSPRIME RIB SPECIAL

THURSDAYSTHURSDAYSTHURSDAYSTHURSDAYSFAJITA NIGHT

Pecan smoked prime rib 
served with garlic mashed 

potatoes, grilled asparagus, 
and horseradish sauce

***Available while supplies last

Dine in or to go

12 oz. - $19.95
16 oz - $25.95

Beef & Chicken
$20.95

All Beef 
$23.50

Mesquite grilled beef and 
chicken fajitas for two with 

all the fixins.

max value $10 with purchase of 2 beverages. not to be combined with any other offer. Expires 7/22/15

Buy one entree get one free

CUCINA ITALIANA

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

KIDS EAT FREE (12 AND UNDER)
Sunday from 11-3 pm

FREE KIDS MEAL *per adult entree. Certain restrictions apply (see website)

Lunch Menu
ALL THREE FOR $1099

Choice of entree, soup or salad, 
and soft drink

Monday-Friday 11am-2pm

$10 Gift Card
WINE DOWN TUESDAYS ONLY
With purchase of bottle of wine. 

Over 100 varieties of wine to choose from.

2001 Katy Mills Blvd. Suite A, Katy, Texas 77494
www.antonias.us • (281) 644-6000

“Where you are treated like family”

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION 

Monday
Complimentary 

Appetizer

every
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Schedu le a Bakery Tou r TODAY!

Get a F REE Honey 
Wheat Loaf

When you purchase 1 loaf 
of any kind!

With Coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Expires 7/22/15

Buy One Pancake Plate 
Get One Free

With Coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Expires 7/22/15                            Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.             B
ar

ke
r R

d.
 

S Fry Rd. 

We Cater!

If you have questions contact bakery or visit our website.

Serving pancakes every Saturday from 8-11 a.m.

281-578-3097 
www.greatharvestkatytx.com

1623 South Fry Rd. | Katy
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm, Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

STEP INTO THAT PHIT BODY!

FREE 5  D A Y  G U E S T  P A S S
Limit one pass per person.  

Offer expires 7/22/15.

24022 CINCO VILLAGE CENTER BLVD. STE 120 KATY, TX 77494

281-512-7288
INFO@PHITSTUDIOS.COM
WWW.PHITSTUDIOS.COM
OPEN 24 HOURS!

KATY 'S  NEWEST  F I TNESS  FAC I L I TY

                     WESTHIEMER PKWY.

      CINCO RANCH BLVD.

99

Valid thru Dec 2015

Maintenance Services
● Oil change
● Battery Service
● Brake Flush
● Coolant Flush
● Tires
● Transmission Flush
● Tune-up
● Wiper Blades

Repair Services
● Air conditioning
● Brake Service
● Cooling System
● Driveline Repairs
● Emissions Diagnostics
● Exhaust Systems
● Shocks and Struts
● Engine & Transmission Service
● Underchassis Repairs989 S. Mason Road, Katy, TX 77450 281-829-5050

Midas Oil Change
$24.95 REG $34.95

(Plus shop supplies & tax)
● Up to 5 qts of synthetic blend oil

and a spin-on oil filter
● Some vehicles may require

additional oil or cartridge filter
which are extra

● FREE 29-pt Courtesy Check
● FREE Brake Inspection
● FREE Tire Rotation

$149.95
(Plus shop supplies & tax)

Fluid Flush Package

● Up to 2 gals of regular or long-
life coolant, GOLD coolant extra

● Up to 48 oz of brake fluid, DOT5
brake fluid extra

●Up to 32 oz of regular P/S fluid,
special P/S fluids extra

Tire Special
FREE WHEEL ALIGNMENT

OR FREE NITROGEN
● With purchase of four (4) brand

new tires incl mounting,
balancing, disposal and road
hazard warranty

● Most brands of tires available
● Alignment by appointment only
● Steering and suspension check

Brake Service
UP TO $50 OFF

($25 Off Per Axle)
Premium Brake Pads

● Includes labor to remove and
replace pads

● Machine rotors if specs allow
● New rotors extra
●May require additional repairs

to the brake system

Exhaust System
Specials

15% OFF

● Includes installation
● Catalytic Converters
● Muffler Service
● Dual Exhausts
● Performance Mufflers
●O2 Sensors

● A/C check
● Courtesy check
● Code scan
● Alignment check
● Brake check
● Driveline check
● Suspension check
● Exhaust system check
● Cooling system check
● Starting,charging ,battery check
● Transmission check

Some Things In Life Are

State Inspection
$10 OFF

● Valid for TUE, WED and THU
only thru SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

● OBD only
● Vehicle must pass inspection
●Must present this coupon at

time of service

Engine Diagnostic

● We use Autoenginuity to scan
Domestic, Asian or European
makes and models

● We double-check with Snap-on
and OTC scanners for accuracy

● We use E-scan to graphically
verify the problem

● NOT VALID FOR ELECTRICAL
DIAGNOSIS

50% OFF
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Coming soon to the corner of

Tasty & Yum!

®

Sugar Land
{ at 99 & 59 - June }

19370 Interstate 45
281.907.6553

24433 Katy Frwy.
281.394.2002

Highway 6 & FM 529
281.550.7070

FM 1960 & Eldridge
281.955.5595

HOUSTON LOCATIONS

32910 FM 2978
832.934.2595

NORTHWEST KATY MAGNOLIA SPRING

MINI SPECIALTY
SUNDAE

Good for one mini specialty sundae. Present this coupon 
when ordering at one of our Houston Freddy’s locations. 
Some restrictions may apply. See store manager for details. 

FIVE TO CHOOSE FROM

Signature
Turtle

Hawaiian
Delight

Dirt & Worms Peanut Butter
Cup & Banana

Hot Fudge
Brownie Delight

THE TASTE THAT brings you back®

Double Steakburger California Style 

Burger Bucket List!

Freddy’s Sauce, cheese,
sliced onion, lettuce & tomato 

®

made Cy-Fair Magazine’s
            TOP FIVE

$5 OFF
Purchase of $25 or more. 

With coupon. Expires 7/31/15

All Natural • All Fun 
No Artifi cial Colors, Flavors, or Sweeteners

Large Selection of Gourmet Tru  es! 
Gluten Free, Dairy Free, & Vegan Options

(281) 394-5995
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

Monday - Thursday: 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  Sunday: Closed

24449 Katy Freeway Katy, TX 77494

The Art of 
Outdoor Living

832.829.5829
Call Today for a Free Consultation 

or visit www.TraditionOutdoorLiving.com

Patio Covers
Outdoor Kitchens

Fire Features
And More!
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Family Owned and Operated Since 1989

www.trophylandscaping.com

281-398-5296
21811 Katy Frwy. D114, Katy, TX 77450

SPRINKLER SYSTEM CHECK
We go through your entire system! Lic#18069

SPRINKLER REPAIRS/INSTALLS

DRAINAGE SOLUTION PROFESSIONALS

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN - 25+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAVER PATIOS & WALKWAYS 
(ICPI Certified)

OUTDOOR LANDSCAPE LIGHTING Serving Katy for 
over 30 Years

Call Our Showroom 
for Appointment
22145 Katy Freeway

Katy, Tx 77450

281-550-8900
TILEWORKSREMODELING.COM

Complete Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

with this ad ($25 value)
Expires 7/22/15

with this ad ($25 value)

Free 
Enrollment

281-232-71 70
www.kaiafitkaty.com

418 Katy Fort Bend Road, Katy 77494

Healthy LivesStrong Bodies Happy Minds
Kaia FIT is a health and nutrition program designed to help women become stronger, 
lose weight and meet fi tness goals they would have never dreamt possible.

Hasta la Pasta
Keep Summer Easy!  

Feed 4 for $35 
Choose Lasagna, Chicken Penne Alfredo or Spaghetti & Meatballs. 

Comes with a Caesar or House Salad and Bread.  Take out only. 

1450 W Grand Parkway S, Katy, Texas 77494     (281)392-0045      www.hastalapasta.com 
Monday-Thursday 11am-9pm • Friday & Saturday 11am-10pm  • Sunday 10am-8pm (Sunday Brunch 10am-3pm) 

Hasta la Pasta 
—

     

Hasta la Pasta 
—
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Motivation • Nutrition • Wellness

www.LJLFitness.com • 832-437-4212  • LJLFitness@yahoo.com

Lynne J. Lafferty, B.S., M.A., 
NSCA Certifi ed Strength & Conditioning 

GAIN STRENGTH • LOSE FAT • HAVE FUN • FEEL GREAT!
Come try us out! Your fi rst class is FREE! 

Women Only - Small Group Classes Available

4019 FM 1463     832.437.5722

(most cases)

OPEN SATURDAY

3 Yr / 36,000 Mile Warranty

Import & Domestic Service

ASE Certified Technicians

Customer Shuttle Service

Same Day Service

State Inspection Station

Free Written Estimates

Factory Maintenance

Free Loaner Cars

0% Financing Available

Post-Repair Follow Up 

(All Makes 

& Models)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

(major repairs)

AUTOMOTIVE

First Class Service

AUTOMOTIVE

Louetta

www.LouettaAuto.com   

Mon-Fri 7am-7pm  Sat 7am-6pm

Located on FM 1463 at Roesner Rd

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

 

Cannot combine with any other offers. 

Tires & batteries excluded. Invoice must exceed 

qualifying amount prior to discount. Limited time.

 

Texas state law specifies that inspection fee 

must be paid regardless of  pass or fail. Cannot be 

combined with any other special offers. Limited time.

b

OFFICIAL VEHICLE

INSPECTION STATION

INCLUDES 

21 PT 

INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil  New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids  Set Tire Pressure

*XCIKS11505*

OFF

ANY SERVICE 

$100 OR MORE

O
F

F

10

$

STATE INSPECTION

O
F

F

5

$

XCIKS41506

SERVICE SAVER

XCIKS31506

25

$

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

INCLUDES 

21 PT 

INSPECTION

Discount applies to regularly priced oil changes only.

Cannot combine with any other special offers or discounts. Limited time.

Change Oil  New Oil Filter 

Check Fluids  Set Tire Pressure

XCIKS11506

O
F

F

10

$

*XCIKS11506*

*XCIKS41506*

*XCIKS31506*

281-646-1406 (o) • 281-250-7940 (c)

10% off
for new clients

limit one per household, not valid 
with other offers. Exp. 8/10/15

 Interior and Exterior Painting 
Color Coordination 

Molding installation 
Move in, Market Ready

Siding, Carpentry
Pressure Washing

Staging

Fully insured and bonded | references available  
 Free Estimates |Family owned and operated

 15 years of Experience
Certified Color Experts 

Complimentary color 
consultations

$449
Dine-In or

Pick-Up Only.

PLUS TAX

Our take on an
Italian classic, the calzone.

$1099
Dine-In or

Pick-Up Only.

PLUS TAX
$
LARGE

PartyPartyPartyPartyParty
PleaserPleaserPleaser

Party
Pleaser

PartyPartyPartyParty
Pleaser

PartyPartyPartyPleaser

ADULT
LUNCH BUFFET

BUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE Dine-In Only

Not Valid With Other Offers. Limit One Per Order.
EXPIRES 5/30/15

WITH THE PURCHASE
OF MED OR LG PIZZAFREE

APPETIZER Dine-In  and Pick-Up Only

Not Valid With Other Offers. Limit One Per Order.
EXPIRES 5/30/15

(281) 394-7330
24437 KATY FRWY STE 100, KATY TX
(281) 394-7330 
24437 Katy FRWY Suite 100, Katy TX

1799
plus tax

Large
Dine-in/

Pick-up only 

BUY ONE ADULT 
BUFFET AND GET 

ONE FREE
Must present coupon. Expires 4/22/15.

FREE APPETIZER WITH 
THE PURCHASE OF A 
12" OR 14" PIZZA

Includes breadsticks, small cheesesticks, small wings, or small 
salad. Must present coupon. Expires 4/22/15. 

99

N

I-1090

 Kingsland Blvd.

EXPIRES 7/22/15 EXPIRES 7/22/15
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this just might be
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DINE FOR THE LOVE OF SPORT

GARDENS WESTGREEN
20900 Katy Fwy, Suite N1, Katy, TX 77449

(281) 578-9900 • www.stadiasportsgrill.com

FREE APP

HALF OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF TWO ENTREES

BUY ONE ENTREE, GET ONE

Value up to $10. Not valid with any other o	 er. 

Not valid with any other o	 er. 

When you can’t be at the game, 
dine at Stadia to GET IN THE GAME.

WEEKDAY SPECIALS

THUR.

WED. KIDS EAT FREE

STEAK NIGHT

$5 BURGERSTUE.

CATCH ALL THE 
HOUSTON BASEBALL

or your favorite team on our MLB Package

Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494
(Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • chinainnkaty.com

 Open 7 Days a week | Mon-Thur. 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 
Fr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm
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Free all day 
delivery

$12 minimum 
(restrictions apply)

Party trays 
and catering 

service 
available.

Lunch special 
7 days a week 

starting at 
$6.75.

10% off Senior 
Citizens 60 or older 

w/ ID.  Dine in only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.

Buy 1 entree & 
get 1 entree 1/2 off 

w/ 2 drinks
Good for dine in only. One coupon per 

customer, cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Exp. 7-22-15

Free Fried Rice  
with any $35.00 Purchase (up to $7.95)

Good for dine in, take out & delivery. 
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 7-22-15

Relax the  Mind Restore the  Body Revitalize the  Soul

kimotionws.com

Tuesday-Friday
10am – 7pm

2004 S. Mason Rd, 
Ste D-01 Katy, Texas832.437.1837 Saturday

10am–5pm

Book a Brazilian & get a
Underarm
WaxingFREE

Call for details. Must present coupon, expires 7/22/15

Skin Care
Waxing

Laser Hair Removal
Massage Therapy

Laser Lipo
Vibration Therapy

Infrared Sauna
Yoga
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RIGHT NOW,  
someone is learning to swim.

With sparkling lakes, gorgeous natural splendor and incredible amenities – including a spectacular  

resort-style pool, 140-ft waterslide, playgrounds and a dog park – there’s no question everything you want in the 

great outdoors is right here, right now. Discover the life you’re looking for today in Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    
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FLEWELLEN
 CREEK 

LAP POOL

ADVENTURE
ISLAND
WATER SLIDE

SPLASH 
& SPRAY
PARK

With sparkling lakes, gorgeous natural splendor and incredible amenities – including a spectacular 

resort-style pool, 140-ft waterslide, playgrounds and a dog park – there’s no question everything you want in the 

great outdoors is right here, right now. Discover the life you’re looking for today in Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    
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