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City annexations lead to jurisdictional changes, cooperation with counties and Houston
Katy expands tax base, includes Cane Island 
By Jocelyn Kerr

Katy City Council voted to annex three 
tracts of land totaling just over 400 acres 
on April 27. The land is part of the 1,100-
acre Cane Island master-planned commu-
nity that broke ground in 2014. As part of 
the annexation, Katy will provide police, 
fire, emergency medical and all other city 
services to homes built on the tracts.

Prior to the annexation, Cane Island 
was split between Katy and Houston 

jurisdictions. With annexation, Katy offi-
cials saw an opportunity to increase the 
size and tax base of the city.  

“We had three different parcels that 
made up about 400 acres in the Rise 
Development [project], Cane Island, 
that were in Houston’s ETJ, and [Rise 
Development] wanted to be in the city 
of Katy,” Katy Mayor Fabol Hughes said.

In 2013, as Cane Island was still in the 
planning stages, Hughes said the city of 

Katy began a nearly two-year process of 
requesting the land be released from the 
city of Houston’s ETJ. 

The limits of Katy’s growth
Houston’s ETJ map shows its juris-

diction extends from the Houston city 
limit, roughly the eastern edge of George 
Bush State Park, all the way to the Katy 
and Fulshear city limits. It encompasses 

See Annexation | 34

New sectors provide 
thousands of jobs

Area sees job 
growth amid 
oil slump

By Carrie Taylor
Nearly 5,000 new jobs were 

added in the Katy area between 
2013 and 2014, according to a 
May 11 economic survey state-
ment from the Katy Area Eco-
nomic Development Council. 
The job growth—mainly in 
the engineering, accounting 
and research industries—helps 
offset the recent widespread 
layoffs in the oil and gas sector, 
the statement said.

U.S. Silica Company, a 
domestic producer of the com-
mercial silica used in the oil and 
gas industry, announced in May 
it leased 17,464 square feet in 
Katy Ranch Phase I near Katy 
Ranch Crossing. Civil engi-
neering firm Michael Baker also 
announced it will open a loca-
tion in June in the Grandway 
West Building 1 off Franz Road.

“These developments will 
help bring new residents to 
Katy and allow Katy resi-
dents to work closer to home,” 
KAEDC President Lance 
LaCour said. “It also helps 
grow and diversify the office 
workforce, which is a prime 

See Growth | 37
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Jurisdictional sprawl
Katy is surrounded on three sides by 
Houston’s jurisdictional zone. As area 
MUDs form annexation partnerships 
with Houston, the city’s ETJ grows past 
its original five mile radius. 

Extraterritorial Jurisdictions are set by 
Texas law to establish a half- to five-mile 
jurisdictional zone around a city’s limit. 
Cities govern building codes and mobility 
standards in their ETJ, but city taxes and 
ordinances do not apply.
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All city taxes and ordinances are enforced 
within the incorporated city limit. 

Cities can establish limited purpose 
annexations, or LPAs, within its ETJ to split 
sales tax revenue generated within the 
LPA. The city agrees not to fully annex the 
area for a period of time, so the LPA will 
not have to pay city taxes.

Incorporated Houston city limit

Limited purpose annexation

across Greater Houston

Map not to scale

City of Katy
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EXCITEMENT!
SUIT UP FOR

LAZY RIVER    WATERPARK    SLIDE TOWER

TowneLakeTexas.com | 281.256.2772

– Towne Lake RESIDENT Waterpark now open –

CaldwellCos.com | 713.690.0000
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Come on
over.
We’re right here in West Houston and
ready to partner with you in the health
care of your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency
room, pediatric intensive care unit and
more than 20 pediatric subspecialties 
conveniently located on site, we offer top
care for kids, close to home. From sports
medicine to cardiology to ophthalmology,
our specialty clinics are staffed by experts
in their fields using the most advanced
technology, in facilities designed specifically
for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation
by U.S.News & World Report and is the
highest ranked children’s hospital in the
southwest. The next time your child
needs medical care, come to us. We’re all
about kids.

For maps and information, visit 
westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

© 2015 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll. WC451_121814

Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus

18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC451_ad_WC_ComeOnOver_ImpactNews_Layout 1  12/23/14  11:06 AM  Page 1
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Move into your new home with the  
X1 Entertainment Operating System.®

PREPAID CARD

$200

State of Affairs available at xfinity.com/tv  
and on the XFINITY TV Go app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Installation charges may apply. Prepaid card offer end 12/31/15, and is limited to new HD Preferred XF Triple Play (or above) residential customers. Two-year contract required. 
Early termination fee applies. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A. pursuant to a license from Visa® U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Visa® debit cards 
are accepted. Call for restrictions and complete details, or visit comcast.com. © 2015 Comcast. All rights reserved.  BLI160792-0002

Call your Move Specialist at 1-877-671-3647  
or visit comcast.com/moversedge.

Before you move, call and ask about our great 
Movers offers featuring the X1 Entertainment 
Operating System® — only from XFINITY.® 
Then choose the installation option that works best for you:
• Schedule a professional installation on the date you choose within a 2-hour  

appointment window — guaranteed. 

• Take it with you — ask how you can bring your equipment with you when you move.

Call and ask how you can  
get a Visa® Prepaid Card worth up  
to $200 when you select a qualifying 
HD Triple Play. 

OR

106038_BLI160792-0002 Mb0155 insert_9.1837x11.25.indd   1 4/22/15   6:13 PM
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

What’s your take on the Katy area’s 
economic outlook?

  With all the oil and gas industry layoffs, the area has to 
be negatively affected.

  Manufacturing and medical companies will bring a 
surplus of jobs to the area.

  The downturn will create new opportunities in 
engineering, accounting and research.

  Higher education programs will flourish as people go 
back to school.

 Take the poll online at communityimpact.com/kty-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you think cameras belong in 
the classroom?
No, there are privacy issues involved   

  44% 
Yes, they should be in every classroom  

  37% 
Yes, but only in classrooms where students are nonverbal 

  8%
No, the cost to implement a camera program would be too high 

  6%
Other

  5 %
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 05/01/15–05/13/15
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FROM THE EDITOR
Residents of the Katy 

area are no strangers to 
changing landscapes. 
Although this is my first 
editor’s note with Com-
munity Impact Newspa-
per, I have been part of 
the Katy community for 
more than a decade, and 
the number of new busi-
nesses sprouting up along 
I-10 consistently surprises 

me as I drive west toward Katy’s city limit. 
This month we report on annexation in the area and 

the region’s economic growth despite the recent dip 
in oil prices. As I’ve learned in my first few months as 
editor, Katy is redefining itself as an economic engine 

independent of its neighbor to the east. 
You’ve probably noticed some changes with the 

newspaper this month, too. In our effort to evolve and 
provide a better experience for our readers, we have 
changed our size and front-page layout to be more 
reader-friendly. We’re also launching a new, redesigned 
website that will seamlessly integrate the high-quality 
graphics and images readers have come to expect from 
Community Impact Newspaper. Look for details on that 
launch in our next issue. 

As always, please reach out with any questions, ideas 
or suggestions. I look forward to hearing your feed-
back on our new look!
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4  Fala Creative launched a creative 
studio at 1512 Avenue C, Bldg. D in 
Old Town Katy. The grand opening 
and ribbon-cutting ceremony was held 
May 28. The company offers corporate 
branding, marketing and advertising 
services as well as photography 
workshops. 281-829-3252.  
www.falacreative.com 

5  Katy Multi Services and 
Insurance opened in May at 5650 
Roberts Road, Ste. 100, Katy. The 
business provides several services, 
including title changes and tax 
preparation for federal and state taxes. 
The company also sells insurance 
policies. 281-395-9001.

6  Laura’s Line, located at 23730-J 
Westheimer Parkway, Katy, in the 
Super Target shopping center, opened 
the first week of May. The women’s 
boutique offers designer clothing 
and accessories as well as personal 
shopping services. Online shopping 
through the company’s website is also 
available. 281-574-3517.  
www.laurasline.com 

7  Memorial Hermann Convenient 
Care Center held its grand opening 
May 28 and opens for patient care 
June 1 at 22430 Grand Corner 
Drive, Katy. The 30,000-square-foot 
center provides one-stop healthcare 
services with a 24-hour emergency 
room, primary care physicians, 
lab and imaging services, sports 
medicine and rehabilitation services. 
This is Memorial Hermann’s third 
convenient care center in the 
Greater Houston area, in addition 
to the Summer Creek and Pearland 
locations.  281-436-8800.  
http://mhmg.memorialhermann.org/
specialties/convenient-care-centers/

Now Open

1  Bootleggers Spirits & More 
opened at 1450 W. Grand Parkway 
S., Katy, near Falcon Landing, in late 
April. The family-owned specialty 
store sells wine, spirits and craft beer.  
281-665-3489. @BootleggersKaty

2  Christian Brothers Automotive 
opened its second Katy location at 
1421 FM 1463. The service center 
provides a full range of services 
including brake repair, oil changes, tire 
rotations, transmission services and air 
conditioning maintenance.  
832-500-3875.  
www.cbac.com/store/west-katy-tx

3  Eye Level Katy Southwest 
Learning Center, at 24948 FM 1093, 
Ste. 215, opened May 16. The franchise 
offers diagnostic tests that are used 
to create personalized learning plans 
to help students improve math and 
language skills. The facility offers 
afternoon, evening and Saturday 
appointments. 281-912-4688.  
www.eyelevelkatysouthwest.com 

IMPACTS

TM; © 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Mom of 3 kids! 

6 week makeover - 395lbs LOST!

3 Months at Premier!

Learn More About Our 31 Day 
Transformation Plan!

281-394-5562 | PremierptStudio.com

Our Clients Are! Are You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready ForAre You Ready For ?
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Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr

News or questions about Katy? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.com

8  Next Level Athletics opened a 
15,000-square-foot facility at 25311 
Kingsland Blvd., Katy, the last week of 
May. The custom-built, state-of-the-
art facility includes 5,000 square feet 
of indoor turf, a 4,000-square-foot 
gym, cardio room and weight training 
space. The facility offers sports 
and performance training classes, 
personal training, MMA training, 
youth classes, summer camps and 
locker rooms with showers.  
832-437-9629. www.nlainc.org  

9  Oceans Behavioral Health 
Hospital Katy at 455 Park Grove 
Drive, held its grand opening May 7 
and is now accepting patients. The 
48-bed, 34,000-square-foot facility 
provides specialized psychological 
care to senior adults over the age 
of 55 with mood or behavioral 
disturbances, or progressive 
degenerative illnesses. The hospital 
is a partnership between nationally 
recognized geriatric specialists 
Oceans Healthcare and SRP Medical, 
a national healthcare development 
company. 281-492-8888.  
http://ohcg.info
 
10  Water Tree Mason opened its 
alkaline water store at 1645 Winding 
Hollow Drive, Ste. 103, on May 2. 
The store sells specially formulated 
alkalized bottled water with pH 
ranging from 8.5–11 to promote 
health and wellness. The store offers 
prefilled bottles or customers can fill 
their own bottles at the store’s self-
filling station. 832-321-3139.  
www.watertreemason.com. 

Coming Soon

11  Bernie’s Burger Bus is scheduled 
to open a second brick-and-mortar 
location at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch 
in September. The restaurant is based 

on the popular Houston food truck 
that serves classic American fare. This 
is the company’s second brick-and-
mortar location; the first restaurant 
opened in Bellaire in 2014.  
713-349-9400. 
www.berniesburgerbus.com

12  Chick-fil-A Katy Green launches 
with an opening day celebration 
at 9 a.m. June 11. Located at 19303 
I-10, Katy, this will be the third 
Chick-fil-A location run by Katy 
franchisee Rusty Wylie. Wylie is the 
first franchisee in the company to be 
given the opportunity to operate three 
freestanding locations. This location 
features a newly designed bistro-style 
concept with an indoor playground. 
281-578-7171. www.chick-fil-a.com

13  Logos Preparatory Academy 
opens its second location this fall. The 
university model school was founded in 
Sugar Land in 2004 and is expanding to 
meet interest from Katy-area parents. 
The inaugural class includes third 
through eighth grades. In fall 2016, 
the Katy school will expand to include 
kindergarten through ninth grade, with 
additional grades added each year until 
the school offers a full slate of classes 
from kindergarten through 12th grade. 
The academy is accepting applications 
for fall admission. 281-565-6467.  
www.logosprep.org

14  That Storage Place is under 
construction at 1492 WoodCreek Bend 
Lane, Katy, between WoodCreek Junior 
High and WoodCreek Elementary 
schools, and opens for business in late 
July.  The business features ground-
level, climate-controlled standard 
drive-up units, two access-controlled 
entrances, 24-hour surveillance 
cameras throughout and moving 
supplies for purchase. 281-392-0182.  
www.thatstorageplacekaty.com

15  U.S. Silica signed a lease in May 
on a new 17,000-square-foot office 
space at the Katy Ranch Phase I office 
building located at 24275 I-10. The 
commercial silica manufacturer is 
headquartered in Frederick, Maryland 
and operates an office out of the 
Westchase District in West Houston. 
The company will move into the new 
office this summer. 

Renovations

16  Walgreens, at 25620 Kingsland 
Blvd., Katy, renovated and expanded 
its store to include a two-room health 
care clinic that opened May 6. The 
14,800-square-foot renovated clinic 
includes private consultation and 
immunization spaces. In addition to 
immunizations, on-staff clinicians 
offer physicals, wellness visits, health 
screenings, and the treatment of 
minor injuries, skin conditions and 
ongoing health conditions.  
281-371-2360. www.walgreens.com

Closings

17  Texas National Outfitters is 
closing its Katy location at 3522 
Mason Road, Katy, and holding a 
moving clearance and fixture sale 
the last week of May. The company’s 
flagship location at 8933 I-10 near 
Voss Road in Houston will remain 
open. 832-767-6586. http://t-n-o.co

Next Level Athletics offers performance  
training and classes in a newly built facility.
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Oceans Behavioral Health Hospital Katy 
serves adults over the age of 55.

9

C
o

ur
te

sy
 O

ce
an

s 
B

eh
av

io
ra

l H
ea

lth
 H

o
sp

it
al

 K
at

y

Chick-fil-A Katy Green operating partner 
Courtney Holmes helps run three locations.
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Kingsland Boulevard location.
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Katy Edition • May 2015 9

What’s Poppin Popcorn
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Jodie Anderson opened What’s Poppin Popcorn in September 2013 after years of being a stay-
at-home mom.
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What’s Poppin Popcorn
Creating gourmet gifts and treats

F ew flavors are off the table 
at What’s Poppin Popcorn, 
which boasts more than 

three dozen popcorn flavors. Many 
flavors were suggested by customers, 
and include original recipes such as 
Bacon Cheddar, Hershey’s S’mores 
and Birthday Cake.

Co-owner Jodie Anderson opened 
the business with her husband in 
September 2013. After spending years 
as a stay-at-home mom with her three 
sons, ages 11, 16 and 18, she said she 
studied the success of a close friend’s 
popcorn establishment in Dallas. 

“[Our kids] are athletes and are 
very busy, and never had the time to 
have a job—I wanted them to see what 
working hard looks like,” Anderson 
said. “All of my kids have worked here 
at some point. I wanted them to learn 
how to talk to people, how to handle 
money and manage people.”

With a background in social work 
and a bachelor’s degree in psychology, 
Anderson’s popcorn venture was off 
her beaten path, but it has paid off in 
that the store sees a steady stream of 
customers daily and never has to throw 
away a batch of popcorn, she said.

Customers can purchase popcorn 
in a variety of bag sizes, from tiny to 
extra-large, as well as popcorn tins 
decorated in a variety of themes and 
school logos, both local and collegiate. 

Anderson said she closely guards 
her establishment’s popping meth-
ods, including recipes, and requires 
all employees to sign a confidentiality 
agreement lest competitors get wind 
of how she makes her popcorn. She 
said her staff remains small with six 
employees, including Anderson’s 
brother, Chuck Conner, who cooks 
most of the popcorn.

“Our popcorn is better because of 
the freshness—I am here cooking 
every day,” Conner said.

Anderson also arranges custom 
baskets or buckets for special occasions 
and holidays. She said she is looking to 
further her involvement with corpo-
rate marketing, in which companies 
purchase tins of popcorn or other gifts 
with their logo and distribute them for 
marketing purposes. 

Staffers help customers plan how 
much popcorn they need to order to 
feed their guests, and staffers also  
help pick out coordinating colors 
and flavors, Anderson said. The 
staff encourages customers to give 
feedback on flavors they would like 
to try because Poppin’s signature 
taste is not easily replicated at home, 
she said.

“I always have people tell me they 
have tried to make some of our fla-
vors at home, and it just never comes 
out the same,” Anderson said.

BUSINESS

1326 Pin Oak Road, Katy
281-394-2550
www.whatspoppinpopcorn.net
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Pop-cones are sold as party favors and can be 
customized by flavor or color.

What’s Poppin offers more than 45 flavors of 
popcorn on any given day.

Customers can purchase tins in sizes  
ranging from 2 gallons to 6.5 gallons.

By Carrie Taylor

different 
popcorn 
colors

sweet 
flavors

bag sizes  
for purchase

savory 
flavors

17
19

6 employees

17

Seasonal flavors

Extra offerings

By the kernel

Fall
Green Apple, Pumpkin Spice, 
Marshmallow; customers can 
choose to add candy corns to 
any flavor

Christmas
Peppermint, White Chocolate 
Pretzel with Christmas M&Ms

Valentine’s Day
Cherries ‘n Cream, White 
Chocolate Pretzel with  
Valentine M&Ms

Crawfish season
Cajun Spice

• Popcones: These cone-shaped bags of 
popcorn serve as party favors and gifts. 
Customers can pick colors and flavors. 
$1/each for a minimum of 20

• Tin refills: Customers who purchase a  
popcorn tin buy refills starting at $14.95.

6

KELLER WILLIAMS PREMIERR KELLEEER WILLIAMS PREEEMIE

5K RUN/WALK
ERR

KKKKKKKKKKKK 
Benefitting 

              Join us for the 3rd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk 

                Saturday, May 30, 2015    —   8am-11am 
                        Villagio Town Center, Katy, TX 77450 

    For more information or to donate/register, visit www.kwpremier5k.com 
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Enjoy increased access to exceptional care.

Memorial Hermann is proud to offer even more of the latest 
advancements along with the industry’s top doctors. Now known 
as Memorial Hermann Orthopedic & Spine Hospital, this facility 
brings with it an impressive range of orthopedic specialties. It will 
also house one of our seven renowned Joint Centers – replacing the 
location at Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center. It’s just 
another way we’re advancing health.

For more information, call 713.314.4444  
or visit MHOrthoSpine.org.

MEMORIAL HERMANN.
HOUSTON ORTHOPEDIC & SPINE HOSPITAL IS NOW

PART OF MEMORIAL HERMANN –TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

I-10 @ Hwy 99 
fscu.com

These hands cared for you.. .
Now let our hands care for them

We invite you to come in to take a tour of our beautiful 
community and meet our new Resident Care Director, 

Trish Grueneberg, RN, MSN. 

With an individualized care plan provided at The Solana 
Terrace Assisted Living and the Solana Gardens Memory 

Care, you know that your loved one's needs and assistance 
from our staff are always aligned.

24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494
(281) 720-7522 • www.thesolana.com
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The rib-eye steak with baked potato is a customer favorite. ($26.95)
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Texas Tradition 
Cooking homestyle meals in Katy

T exas Tradition restaurant 
owners Mike and Denise 
Phillips said they have a phi-

losophy of providing great customer 
service in a family-friendly atmo-
sphere and serving simple, satisfying 
meals on a daily basis.

The husband-and-wife team 
worked in several restaurants while 
growing up. Those early experiences 
defined the down-home offerings in 
their restaurant’s menu, they said. 

Denise learned to make home-
made desserts, such as peach cobbler 
and apple crisp pie, while growing 
up in Chicago where her parents 
owned a restaurant. Mike worked 
with his dad and brother at various 
family restaurant locations through-
out Texas.

Mike said despite changes in the 
Katy area throughout the years, 
several things have stayed the same 
at Texas Traditions: a desire to make 
high-quality food and a tradition 
of interacting with customers on a 
personal level.

“When we opened in August of 
2002, we wanted to provide home-
made food with great service and just 
have a place for families to come and 
be themselves,” Mike said. “A lot of 
places are stuffy; we can do stuffy, 

too, but that’s not who we are. We just 
want people to be comfortable, have a 
good time and eat some great food.”

In addition to handmade burgers 
and chicken-fried steak, the restaurant 
offers all-you-can-eat fried catfish 
on Friday nights and a large patio on 
which the restaurant hosts weekend 
entertainment and live bands.   

Denise said the most satisfying 
aspect of running the restaurant 
is interacting with her longtime 
customers. 

“A lot of people know everybody. 
Joan, our day manager, recognizes 
people and will greet them by name 
at the door. For me, I love being able 
to visit and to talk with the customers 
who have been coming here since we 
opened,” she said.

One aspect of the business the 
couple said they are proud of is their 
commitment to give back to the 
community by sponsoring local school 
teams and working with Katy ISD.

“That’s who we give back to,” 
Mike said. “We give back to the little 
leagues, we give to the booster clubs 
and athletic clubs. The community 
we live in is where we are. It’s the 
most crucial part of being in busi-
ness—supporting the people that 
support you.”

DINING

5321 Hwy. Blvd., Katy
281-391-6113 
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Fri. 10:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m.,
Sat. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.,
Sun. 7 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Dinner entrees and seafood dishes 
come with two sides. Side order 
options include the house salad, corn 
on the cob, french fries, sweet potato 
fries, white rice or mashed potatoes. 

• Steak salad $12.95
• Taco salad $9.95
• BBQ bacon cheddar burger $7.95
• Chicken-fried steak  

Small $11.95   Large  $13.95
• Rib-eye steak $26.95

Chef German Yep, manager Joan Hubbard 
and owners Denise and Mike Phillips said 
they take pride in providing family service.

Bacon cheeseburgers are served on home-
made bread. ($7.95)

Homestyle dinner entrees include chicken- 
fried steak. ($11.95 or $13.95) 

By Ariel Carmona Jr.

Specials

Owner 
recommendations

Thursday and Saturday nights 

Pit prime rib-eye steak
Available in 12- and 16-ounce sizes

Friday evenings 

All-you-can-eat fried catfish
6 p.m. until closing 

www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com
Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com

281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* out of 249 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!
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1   First Street 
Construction is nearly complete on 
the new road along First Street 
approved by Katy City Council at 
the start of the year. Poor weather 
affected construction, but the city 
anticipates June completion. The two-
lane concrete road runs parallel to 
the railroad track along Hwy. 90 and 
stretches from Cane Island Parkway 
to the Houston Lighting & Power Co. 
railroad crossing to the east.

Timeline: April 8–June
Cost: $566,851
Funding Sources: Katy 
Development Authority (via 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of 
Harris County funds)Map not to scale
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Project update 2   Spring Green Boulevard 
roundabout at Katy Flewellen Road
Plans are near completion for a 
roundabout at the intersection of Spring 
Green Boulevard, Katy Flewellen Road 
and Cinco Trace Boulevard. The project is 
expected to open for construction bidding 
in July. Total construction time is estimated 
at seven months. 

Timeline: July 2015–April 2016 
Cost: $2.77 million
Funding Sources: Fort Bend County, 
private developers

3   Cane Island Parkway
Construction on Cane Island Parkway 
continues, and completion is expected 
September 2015. The project creates a 
north-south thoroughfare to connect the 
Cane Island master planned community 
to I-10. Segment 1, connecting Hwy. 90 to 
the community entrance, was completed 
October 2014. Phase 2 is underway to 
connect Hwy. 90 to I-10 and will culminate 
in an overpass. Construction on the 
overpass has not yet started. 

Timeline: October 2013–September 2015
Cost: $2 million
Funding Sources: city of Katy, private 
developers, Texas Department of 
Transportation

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@communityimpact.comCompiled by Jocelyn Kerr
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Robert R. Shaw Center for STEAM 
dedicated, aims to inspire innovation
By Jocelyn Kerr

Hundreds of students, faculty 
and local leaders turned out for the 
dedication of the Robert R. Shaw 
Center at 1730 Katyland Drive on 
April 27. Katy ISD built the $5.4 
million, 23,900-square-foot center 
using funds from the general oper-
ating fund, KISD Communications 
Manager Denisse Coffman said.

Shaw served on the KISD board of 
trustees from 1997 to 2012. He passed 
away May 26, 2014, and was remem-
bered at the dedication for his passion 
for learning and service to the KISD 
community. 

School board trustee member 
Rebecca Fox spoke at the dedication 
and attended the center’s inaugural 
field trip. She said the center will pro-
vide space for student innovation. 

The facility was designed with an 
open central area to accommodate 
exhibits and demonstrations. Around 
the perimeter, eight individual project 
bays provide workspace for student 

EDUCATION

projects, including the district’s 
robotics program. District teachers 
can reserve space in the center for 
student use.

The center’s inaugural field trip 
event was a forensic science workshop 
April 24 that transformed the space 
into a crime scene investigation. High 
school students participating in the 
district’s forensic science program 
explored several learning stations that 
focused on different aspects of foren-
sics study, such as blood splatter anal-
ysis and fingerprinting techniques. 

Fort Bend County sheriff’s office 
investigators provided hands-on 
instruction and a mobile crime lab to 
demonstrate real-world techniques.

“We had about a thousand students 
come through [during the center’s 
CSI day],” instructional specialist 
Miriam Manuel said. 

The center is open to all district 
schools. Manuel said exhibitions 
and events will be announced on the 
Shaw Center website. 

Katy ISD dedicated the Robert R. Shaw Center for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics April 27.

Interactive projection enables students to move 
and manipulate data on a wall. 
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The Fort Bend County sheriff’s office taught 
forensics techniques at the center April 24. 
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STEP INTO THAT PHIT BODY!

FREE 5  D A Y  G U E S T  P A S S
Limit one pass per person.  

Offer expires 6/24/15.

24022 CINCO VILLAGE CENTER BLVD. STE 120 KATY, TX 77494

281-512-7288
INFO@PHITSTUDIOS.COM
WWW.PHITSTUDIOS.COM
OPEN 24 HOURS!

KATY ’S  NEWEST  24  HOUR  GYM/F I TNESS  S TUD IO

                     WESTHIEMER PKWY.

      CINCO RANCH BLVD.

99
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EmErgEnciEs  
can’t Wait.
nEithEr should You.

Full-service Er  
in Your neighborhood
· 24/7 care
· Free parking
· All ages
· 10 private treatment rooms

· X-ray, CT and ultrasound
· On-site laboratory
· Board-certified emergency  
   doctors
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HoustoN MetHodist  
CiNCo RaNCH  
eMeRgeNCy CaRe CeNteR

26000 FM 1093 
Katy, TX 77494 
832.522.6070 
houstonmethodist.org/ER

Houston Methodist Cinco Ranch  
Emergency Care Center

Area adds three athletic facilities
By Carrie Taylor

The athletic training industry 
continues to grow in the Katy area 
with three new athletic facilities 
either opening soon or having opened 
within the last year. All three facilities 
are within reach of Katy Mills and 
have programs targeted to student 
athletes as well as general fitness and 
training programs.

Next Level Athletics opened a 
15,000-square-foot facility in late May, 
which includes a 4,000-square-foot 
weight room, a 25-by-20-yard indoor 
turf, and locker rooms with showers.

“We are finally bringing to fruition 
the hard work and time that has gone 
into this project, and we anticipate 
our membership to reach 2,000 in the 
next 24 months,” said Reynaldo Silva, 
owner of Next Level Athletics.

Founded in 2001, the company did 
not have a permanent facility prior 
to the Kingsland location, but it is 
already serving 550 members, Silva 
said. He attributes the success of his 
operation to his company values—
welcoming student athletes of all skill 
levels—as well as the passion area 
youth has for sports.

Elite Volleyball, a 31,000-square-
foot facility, predominantly func-
tions as a volleyball facility, but it 
also features basketball courts and 
batting cages as well as a high-per-
formance workout area. 

“We will help [student athletes] 
get better and provide a safe place 
for them to play [outside of school],” 
Elite Volleyball owner Wan Yun said.  

Yun has worked in the Katy area 
for about five years, he said, and 
wanted to build a facility for his 
program to allow for more program 

DEVELOPMENT

Next Level Athletics opened a 15,000-square-foot facility on Kingsland Boulevard in late May.
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flexibility. He said he anticipates 
success for his company because he 
provides programs for students who 
do not make school teams.

Athletic Performance Lab offers a 
variety of programs for student ath-
letes looking to improve their sports 
skills and overall athleticism. Sean 
Piper is a co-owner of the company.

“We noticed a great opportunity 
for growth if we built a facility here,” 
Piper said.

“Katy is a tremendous asset to our 
program because [the kids] are very 
driven by a district that provides 
opportunities for these kids to play 
on a huge stage,” Silva said. “It’s a 
good marriage because you’ve got 
great coaches out there, great schools 
and great traditions, so it’s only fit-
ting that we thrive here as well.”

1  Athletic Performance Lab
481 Katy Fort Bend Road, Ste. 201, Katy 
281-394-9494
www.thelabkaty.com

2  Elite Volleyball
25307 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
832-606-1399
www.katyelitevolleyball.com

3  Next Level Athletics
25311 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
832-437-9629
www.nlasportstraining.com



Katy Edition • May 2015 15

26000 FM 1093  
Katy, TX 77494 
832.522.6070 
houstonmethodist.org/ER

WhEn to Visit thE Er
· Abdominal pain

· Allergic reaction

· Bites, stings, rashes

· Broken bone or  
 compound fracture

· Burn

· Chest pain

· Concussion 

· Eye infection or injury

· Fever 

· Flu-like symptoms 

· Headache, head  
 injury

· Infection

· Laceration

· Loss of  
 consciousness 

· Minor automobile  
 accident

· Nausea, vomiting,  
 diarrhea

· Overdose

· Seizure, neurological  
 complications 

· Shortness of breath/ 
 difficulty breathing 

· Traumatic injuries 

· Urinary tract infection

houston mEthodist  
cinco ranch  
EmErgEncY carE cEntEr

Call 911 immediately if you or a loved one is 
experiencing signs of a heart attack or stroke.

CITY & SCHOOL
News from the city of Katy and Katy ISD Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr

Collection of city taxes moving to Fort 
Bend and Harris counties

Michalsky, Griffin  
re-elected to Katy ISD 
board of trustees

KATY City Council voted May 11 to 
authorize the mayor to sign interlocal 
agreements with Fort Bend and Harris 
counties to collect property taxes on 
behalf of the city. 

City Administrator Byron J. 
Hebert said during the meeting that 
Katy Tax Assessor Charlie Shafer 
is preparing to retire, and the city 
looked at alternatives to hiring a 
replacement. Fort Bend and Harris 
counties collect taxes on behalf of 
Katy ISD, Hebert said, and contract-
ing with the counties will save the 
city approximately $150,000. It will 
also provide additional payment 
locations for Katy residents.

Residents will receive one bill from 

the county that includes county, 
school and city taxes. Payments can 
be made online or in person at one 
of 16 locations in Harris County or 
five locations in Fort Bend County, 
according to council records. Res-
idents in Waller County will make 
payments through Fort Bend County. 

“Our estimated cost to the city of 
Katy for fee collection is less than 
$7,000 per year. We believe it’s mutu-
ally beneficial and we look forward 
to working with [the city],” said Mike 
Sullivan, Harris County tax asses-
sor-collector, at the May 11 meeting. 

Hebert said Katy tax department 
employees will be moved to other 
departments. 

KATY ISD Incumbents Bryan 
Michalsky and Charles Griffin were 
re-elected to the Katy ISD board of 
trustees following the May 9 election. 
In the Position 6 race, Michalsky 
received 61.8 percent, or 1,604 votes, 
compared with challenger John Pen-
dergraff’s 38.2 percent, or 993 votes. 
In the Position 7 race, Griffin received 
62.8 percent, or 1,675 votes, compared 
with challenger Leonard Ledford’s 37.2 
percent, or 992 votes.

Position 6
Michalsky, first elected to the board 

in 2012, is the chief financial officer for 
Cotton Holdings, Inc., a member of 
the Katy Area Economic Development 
Council and a member of the Katy 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Michal-
sky said he supports the board’s resolu-
tion to repeal high-stakes testing.

“I’m very humbled the community 
came out and supported me for a 
second term. I think it’s a validation of 
the work the current board has done,” 
Michalsky said. 

“I’m a little disappointed in the low 
turnout, but voter turnout tends to be 
driven by either an agent for change 
or by a fear of change, and neither was 
evident in this election. I think that’s 
a validation that the board is doing a 
good job, and I want to continue that 
[work],” he said. 

Position 7
Griffin, a United Airlines Boeing 737 

captain and retired lieutenant colonel 
in the Air Force, was first elected to 
the KISD board in 2012. Griffin said 
he would continue to support inclusive 
education programs that encourage 
leadership among Katy students. 

“I would like to thank everyone 
who participated in this election. 
Thank you for putting our students 
first,” Griffin said. “I was honored to 
be selected to serve the first time, and 
I thank you for your trust, faith and 
confidence in me and for allowing me 
to serve another term.” 

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on June 8 and 22.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Katy ISD
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on June 22.

6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
www.katyisd.org

Meetings

Bryan Michalsky Charles Griffin
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Live in exotic spaces in
     not so far away places

NOW SELLING IN HIDDEN CREEK!
Surrounded by lakes, waterways and green space, Hidden Creek will feature a 20-acre Village Park 

and 1,000 homesites.Visit the Welcome Center today to discover Hidden Creek.

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $250s to over $1 million

281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270
www.bridgeland.com

F I N D  B A L A N C E

Bridgeland, it’s like a whole other world.

New Village Park coming later in 2015 will include a dog 
park, skate park, heated lap pool, tennis courts, basketball 
courts and more

Miles of nature and exercise trails through the 
vast wilderness of Cypress Creek

A  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F

#BridgelandBalance

When you choose UT Physicians, you are selecting individualized care from a team of more than 
1,000 clinicians ready to meet your medical needs. UT Physicians offers advanced technologies 
with a personalized touch at our flagship location in the Texas Medical Center and a growing 
number of sites throughout the greater Houston area.

TRUST
LOOKS LIKE THIS.

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Katy, TX 77494
713-486-5300

15%
Off your 
first visit 

Skin Care
Waxing

Laser Hair Removal
Massage Therapy

Laser Lipo
Vibration Therapy

Infrared Sauna
Yoga

Relax the  Mind Restore the  Body Revitalize the  Soul

Select services only - call for details.
Must present coupon, expires 6/30/15

kimotionws.com

Tuesday-Friday
10am – 7pm

2004 S. Mason Rd, 
Ste D-01 Katy, Texas832.437.1837 Saturday

10am–5pm
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IMPACTING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 25 YEARS.

www.westsidelexus.com 
12000 Katy Fwy 

Houston TX, 77079
281-558-3030

For our Katy Neighbors

Present this coupon at the time of sale for an extra 
$500 torwards the purchase/lease of a new or 

preowned Lexus vehicle. Must be selected from 
dealer stock. Only one coupon per customer.  

Offer expires 8/31/15.

$50000
ADDITIONAL

NX200t

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

By Joe Olivieri

HB 40, a bill clarifying that the state—not 
local authorities—regulates oil and gas 
activity, was signed by Gov. Greg Abbott on 
May 18. It took effect immediately. 

HB 931, a bill that would change how 
unemployment insurance benefits are 
allocated, was sent to Abbott on May 20. 
According to the bill’s analysis, current law 
“incentivizes unemployed individuals to 
remain out of work for at least four weeks 
because they will be paid double for the 
fourth week of unemployment.” The bill 
amends how individuals would be eligible 
for benefits.

By Kelli Weldon

At a May 14 House meeting, Rep. Jimmie 
Don Aycock, R-Killeen, moved to postpone 
consideration of HB 1759—the school finance 
bill he co-authored—until July 4. As a result, 
any school finance changes would have to 
come from general appropriations bill HB 1, 
according to Aycock’s staff.

On May 11 Gov. Greg Abbott signed SB 
149 into law. The legislation will establish 
committees to determine if students who 
pass classes but fail state tests can graduate.

On May 7 the Senate passed HB 4. Filed 
by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, the bill aims to implement high-quality standards 
for prekindergarten education. In a statement, Abbott said he thinks HB 4 will help 
strengthen the foundation for student success. At press time he had not signed the bill. 

By Lyndsey Taylor

On May 19 the House passed SB 339, which legalizes 
and regulates the growth of cannabis plants high in 
cannabidiol and low in tetrahydrocannabinol in Texas. 

Gov. Greg Abbott can veto SB 339, sign the bill or 
take no action.

SB 339 would allow patients access to cannabis 
as medicine upon the recommendation of two 
board-certified medical specialists. According to 
the bill’s analysis, cannabidiol oil has been shown 
to “dramatically decrease” the number of seizures 
in people with intractable epilepsy, or people with a 
higher risk of a shortened life span, bodily injury or 
mental health impairment. Cannabidiol oil is an extract 
from the cannabis plant.

By Leslee Bassman

As the 84th regular session of the Texas Legislature winds down, the House and 
Senate are coming to terms over proposed bills affecting state budget considerations 
including tax relief for homeowners and businesses.

On May 20 the Senate Finance Committee passed HB 32 that cuts $2.5 billion in 
franchise taxes, with a franchise tax rate decrease from 1 percent to 0.75 percent over 
the next two years. The bill raises the tax threshold for small businesses from $10 million 
to $20 million.

The House and Senate chambers are at odds as to how to cut taxes for residents, with 
the Senate touting a property tax cut and the House promoting a sales tax reduction.

The House of Representatives unanimously passed SB 20 on May 19. The bill, 
proposed by Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, increases the disclosure and reporting 
of state contracts.

“Texas citizens rely on state contracts to receive services they need, and we must 
ensure that those contracts are awarded fairly and transparently,” Nelson said. 

TRANSPORTATION ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

BUDGET

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_kty and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com.

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on 
bills and funding for the state regarding the budget, economy and small busi-
ness, transportation, public education, higher education, health care and more. 
All information on this page is as of May 20.

By Amy Denney 

The status of additional state funding for the 
Texas Department of Transportation is up in the 
air as the House and Senate will discuss their 
differences on approving a bill designed to divert 
money to the State Highway Fund that helps fund 
TxDOT.

On April 30 the House approved Senate Joint 
Resolution 5, which would dedicate $3 billion of 
revenue from the state sales and use tax to the SHF 
each fiscal year. However, the bill differs from the 
Senate’s version, approved March 4. The Senate’s 
version of the bill would dedicate the first $2.5 billion of motor vehicle sales tax revenue 
to the state’s general revenue fund and the second $2.5 billion to the SHF. The Senate 
declined to accept the House’s version of the bill May 4, requiring both chambers to 
hash out differences in a conference committee.

By Jennifer Curington

Many bills slated to bring various changes 
to higher education establishments are still 
waiting for passage.

SB 11, which would allow licensed 
concealed weapon owners to carry a firearm 
on public college campuses, was approved by 
the Senate but still has not been heard on the 
House floor.

SB 1819, a bill repealing current law 
allowing undocumented students—referred to 
as “Dreamers”—to pay in-state tuition rates, is 
waiting to be heard by the Senate. Other bills 
currently in limbo include those that would 
issue revenue bonds to help higher education institutions fund capital projects, such as 
new facilities, on campuses.

University presidents Bill Powers and Mark 
Hussey joined forces earlier in the legisla-
tive session, asking lawmakers for funding.

Representatives discuss a bill May 5.
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• Authored by Sen. Kevin 
P. Eltife, R-Tyler

• Would amend the current 
law relating to the medical 
use of low-THC canna-
bis and the regulation of 
related organizations and 
individuals

• Would allow patients 
access to cannabis oil 
upon the recommenda-
tion of two board-certified 
medical specialists 

SB 339

FUNDING TEXAS ROADS

Motor vehicle 
sales tax

$2.5 billion 
to general 

revenue fund  
then  

$2.5 billion  
to State 

Highway Fund

Sales and  
use tax

$3 billion   
+ 2% of 
growth  
to State 

Highway Fund

Senate House

Source: Texas 
Legislature Online

Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock, R-Killeen, 
moved to postpone consideration of HB 
1759 at a May 14 meeting at the Capitol.
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If you’re wishing for a community unlike any 
other, welcome to Cane Island. Located in 
Katy, and just minutes from Houston’s Energy 
Corridor, Cane Island is where lush woods 
harmonize with luxury homes and never-before 
imagined amenities abound.  

Visit  CaneIsland.com  to  learn more about  this  extraordinary  
community  and s ign up for  our  interest  l is t .

A  Ri s e  Com m u n i t y

From the amazing arch sculpture entrance 
and exotic animal neighbors greeting your 
arrival, to the community tree houses, 
Amenity Village Lawn and exquisite 
conservatory, Cane Island is a distinct 
departure from everyday suburbia. 
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WESTPARK TOLLWAY

ENERGY 
CORRIDOR

KATY

HOUSTON

n

Cane Island Ambassador, HubAmenity Village Yoga Studio and Lap Pool

katy isd  •   future on-site elementary school  •   homes from the high $200’s  to over $1  million

coventry •  david  weekley •  perry •  ryland •  shea •  toll  brothers •  trendmaker

No warranty or representation of intended use, design or proposed improvements are made herein. All plans for land or facilities are subject to change without notice. Nothing presented in this advertisement shall obligate the owner, or any other person or entity, 
to construct facilities or develop land as shown. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex or national origin.

Exceptional.  
Extraordinary. 
Entirely unexpected.

builders’  on -s ite  sales  
offices now open!

E x pec t  t he Unex pec ted .

CANCO-082 May CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 5/5/15   12:42 PM

183

183

183

45
TOLL

1
TOLL

130
TOLL

130
TOLL

183A
TOLL

290

290

79

MoPac

360

620

21

71

71

620

29

35

35

35

35

290

249

529

288

225

521

518

99

35

6

6

6

1960

1488

10

10

69

45

90

69

610

610

59

90

C
U

S
TER

 R
D

.

FRONTIER PKWY.

C
U

S
TE

R
 R

D
.

STACY RD.

C
O

IT R
D

.

170

114

114

121

121

121

289

289

289

380

380
5

26

121
360

97

26

99

99

45

45

635

77

75

PRESIDENT GEO
RG

E  BUSH TURNPIKE

1314

1485

105

105

149

336

Leander

Cedar Park

Georgetown

Round Rock

P�ugerville

Northwest Austin

Central Austin
Westlake
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

deliver to

642,768
homes and businesses.

With over 1.5 million in distribution 
Community Impact Newspaper is in more homes than any other publication in Texas.

To advertise or to submit story ideas: (281) 469-6181  

communityimpact.com

DINE FOR THE LOVE OF SPORT

GARDENS WESTGREEN
20900 Katy Fwy, Suite N1, Katy, TX 77449

(281) 578-9900 • www.stadiasportsgrill.com

FREE APP

HALF OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF TWO ENTREES

BUY ONE ENTREE, GET ONE

Value up to $10. Not valid with any other o	 er. 

Not valid with any other o	 er. 

When you can’t be at the game, 
dine at Stadia to GET IN THE GAME.

Catch all the 
ROCKETS
Playoff Action

WEEKDAY SPECIALS

THUR.

WED. KIDS EAT FREE

STEAK NIGHT

$5 BURGERSTUE.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR KATY

SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

R-Houston • Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored Senate Bill 182 to recalculate 
the ad valorem rollback tax rates 
for certain taxing units. The bill was 
left pending in the Senate Finance 
Committee after an April 9 public hearing.

• Authored SB 1215 to abolish the 
property tax assistance division from 
the Comptroller of Public Accounts 
and transfer duties to a newly created 
tax board. The Senate passed the bill, 
which was referred to the House Ways 
& Means Committee on May 4. 

Tomball

45

610

10

Conroe

SEN. LOIS KOLKHORST • DISTRICT 18

59

10

45Round
Rock

Bay
City

R-Brenham

Elected: 2014

512-463-0118

lois.kolkhorst@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed:

• Authored a legislative package, which 
includes Senate bills 925, 934, 935 and 
972, to create stipends for elementary 
school teachers and establishes reading 
excellence teams in low-performing 
areas. The package passed in the Senate 
on April 23 and moved to the House.

• Authored SB 474, which passed the 
Senate on April 9. The bill requires 
condemnors to pay legal fees 
and appraisal costs incurred by 
landowners in eminent domain cases.

REP. CECIL BELL • DISTRICT 3

R-Magnolia

Elected: 2012

512-463-0650

cecil.bell@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored 
House Bill 460, 
which would  
allow search 
warrants  to be 
issued for blood 
tests for intoxication charges. The bill 
was referred to the Criminal Justice 
Committee on May 14.

• Authored HB 1745, which states no state 
or local governmental employee may be 
compelled to recognize a marriage or 
enforce a marriage license that violates 
a personal religious belief. The bill has 
been left pending in the State Affairs 
Committee since March 25. 

10

45
Magnolia

290
Waller

REP. JOHN ZERWAS • DISTRICT 28

R-Simonton

Elected: 2006

512-463-0657

john.zerwas@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Co-authored 
HB 658 to 
create a Texas 
State Technical 
College 
System   
campus in Fort 
Bend County. The bill was signed by 
both the House and Senate on May 14 
and sent to the governor for approval.

• Authored HB 1992 to increase 
acceptance of Advanced Placement 
credits at public universities and 
colleges. The bill passed both the House 
and Senate and was placed on the Local 
and Uncontested Calendar May 20.

59

99

10

Austin

Wharton

Waller

Katy
10

6

290

REP. MIKE SCHOFIELD • DISTRICT 132

R-Katy

Elected: 2014

512-463-0528

mike.schofield@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Authored HB 1091 to create a special 

three-judge district court. The bill was 
passed by the house April 24 and placed 
on the General State Calendar May 11.

• Authored HB 3543 to create a Public 
Integrity Prosecutions Committee and 
Office of Public Integrity Prosecutions. 
The committee would prosecute public 
administration officials for ethics and 
fraud offenses. The bill was left pending 
in the General Investigating and Ethics 
Committee on March 20. 

REP. HUBERT VO • DISTRICT 149

D-Houston

Elected: 2004

512-463-0568

hubert.vo@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed:  

• Co-authored 
HB 61 which 
would create 
a common 
course 
numbering 
system for 
Texas universities and community 
colleges. The bill was placed on the 
General State Calendar on May 13.

• Authored HB 2429, which relates 
to persons who can consent to the 
immunization of a child. The bill was 
voted out of the Juvenile Justice and 
Family Issues Committee and placed on 
the General State Calendar May 14. 

Sugar
Land

SAM HOUSTON

10

6

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_kty—for Katy, and 
throughout the legislative session search for #CITxLege for 
coverage that matters to you.

RECENT TWEETS
FROM ACROSS THE STATE

Community Impact NWA - @impactnews_nwa 
Sen. Donna Campbell lays out school choice in SB 276 
to Senate education committee #txlege #CITxLege

Community Impact NWA - @impactnews_nwa  
#TxLege House approves 2nd reading of #HB80 by 
vote of 102-40 to ban texting while driving in Texas 
#CITxLege

Community Impact NWA - @impactnews_nwa 
Do you know how a bill becomes a law? We’ve got you 
covered with our guide: http://bit.ly/1M3PezK #TxLege 
#CITxLege

#CITxLege

SEN. JOAN HUFFMAN • DISTRICT 17

610

6288

Bay 
City

Pearland

R-Houston

Elected: 2008

512-463-0117

joan.huffman@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 

• Authored SB 1697, which passed 
May 20. The bill makes information 
of those involved in state executions 
confidential and protected from public 
records requests. 

• Authored SB 183 which was referred 
to the Juvenile Justice & Family 
Issues Committee on May 14. The bill 
imposes a penalty to those who violate 
prisoners’ rights by forced sexual 
activity.  

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com20

Assisted Living Like You’ve Never Seen Before!SM

A Purposeful Life
Anticipating Tomorrow

An Active Life
Enjoying Now

A Connected Life
Exploring Relationships

Have you ever thought of an assisted living community as a place for seniors to grow - a place for them to 
enjoy pursuing passions and deepening family relationships? 

We do, and that's what makes Legacy At Falcon Point Assisted Living Like You've Never Seen Before! It’s a 
safe place of detailed care where seniors can be social, and stay physically and mentally active.

1520 Katy Gap Road
Katy, TX 77494
LegacyAtFalconPoint.com
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com281-394-0628

BEAZER HAS NEW QUICK MOVE-INS AVAILABLE!

We’re so confident in our Energy Efficient 
features, we put a chocolate bunny in our 
attic to prove it won’t melt. Find out why 
this is important -- and how it will save 
you money by visiting any Beazer model 
home today!

New homes from the upper  
$100s to $500s

MOVE NOW TO
AVOID HIGH SUMMER 
ELECTRIC BILLS

*Based on NAHB Research Center, Beazer Homes eSMART Energy Analysis (October 2009), using building assumptions established through the DOE Building America program. Performance comparison and energy cost savings based on 
whole house use estimates generated by proprietary computer software modeling, underlying building assumptions, and 2007 average energy prices and reflect estimated savings in heating and cooling energy, lighting and dishwasher. Actual 
savings may vary and may depend in part on occupant behavior, timing and/or fluctuating costs of energy usage, and actual climate zone conditions. Additional information available at beazer.com. See New Home Counselor for complete 
details. © 2015 Beazer Homes. 4/15  124442

beazer.com  • 281-214-0450  
#showmethebunny
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$25 (general admission). The Café at 
Brookwood, 752 FM 1489, Brookshire. 
281-375-2400.  
www.brookwoodcommunity.org

June

11 Banquet and Crawfish Boil
The Coastal Conservation 

Association Katy Chapter, a marine 
conservation nonprofit composed of 
coastal outdoor enthusiasts, hosts 
its annual banquet and crawfish boil. 
A gun raffle includes a variety of 
rifles, shotguns and pistols. Various 
sponsorship levels are available. 6 p.m. 
$65 (individuals). Palacio Maria, 21728 
Highland Knolls, Katy.  
713-626-4222. www.ccatexas.org

12 through 13 
Joust Fest Texas

SIRE Therapeutic Horsemanship 
hosts a two-day international jousting 
tournament. Five jousting events, foot 
battles, skills and knowledge courses 
feature participants from around the 
world. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. (June 12), 9 a.m.-
10 p.m. (June 13). Admission starts at 
$10 for children, $25 for adults. Great 
Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 
S. Mason Road, Katy. 281-356-7588. 
Joustfesttexas.com

14 Bowlarama Bowling 
Tournament

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
along with the Houston Metro Go Texan 
Committee in Katy invites the community 
to its bowling tournament. The event 
features three hours of bowling, access 
to the arcade, laser tag and pool tables 
as well as a silent auction and bake sale. 
2-5 p.m. $25 (player entry), $125 (team 
entry, up to six players). Times Square 
Entertainment, 402 Grand Parkway S., 
Katy. 832-667-1000.  
www.rodeohouston.com

18 Katy ISD Junior 
Achievement Golf Scramble

Katy ISD and Junior Achievement present 

its four-person scramble golf tournament. 
All proceeds benefit both organizations 
and help bring junior achievement 
education programs to KISD students. 8 
a.m. (breakfast), 8:30 a.m. (shotgun start). 
$800 (team of four). Meadowbrook Farms 
Golf Club, 2320 Meadowbrook Farms 
Club Drive, Katy. 713-682-4500.  
www.juniorachievement.org

19 through 20 
Legally Blonde, The Musical JR.

Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center 
presents the junior version of Legally 
Blonde as a part of its Summer Broadway 
Series. The plot follows the movie of the 
same name where Elle Woods defies 
stereotypes and succeeds in law school 
despite the doubts of those around her. 
7 p.m. (June 19 and 20), 2 p.m. (June 
20). $7. Katy Visual and Performing Arts 
Center Main Campus, 2501 S. Mason 
Road, Ste. 290, Katy.  
281-829-2787. http://kvpac.org

21 Jeff and Brede’s Triathlon
The Houston Racing Triathlon 

Club presents its 23rd annual triathlon, 
which includes a 300-meter swim, 10-
mile bike ride and 3-mile run as well as a 
relay. Athletes of all ages are encouraged 
to participate. An awards ceremony 
follows the event along with music and 
refreshments. 6:45 a.m. (race begins). 
$65 (register by June 15), $75 (at packet 
pickup, after June 15), $90 (relay, before 
June 15), $100 (relay at packet pickup, 
after June 15). Mary Jo Peckham Park, 
5597 Gardenia Lane, Katy.  
www.houstonracing.com

May

30 Build Your Marketing 
Toolkit Workshop

Marketing expert Celina Enamorado 
presents skills and tools small 
businesses can use to improve and 
expand their reach. Enamorado is 
a part of SCORE, Service Corps of 
Retired Executives, which is a network 
of thousands of professional business 
and marketing volunteers. 10 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Free. Cinco Ranch Library, 2620 
Commercial Center Blvd., Katy.  
281-395-1311. www.fortbend.lib.tx.us

30 End of School Bash
Macaroni Kid Katy presents 

its 2015 End of School Bash which 
provides families numerous free activities 
and features vendor booths from local 
businesses and eateries. 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Free. Central Green Park LaCenterra, 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy.  
631-726-1412.  
http://katy.macaronikid.com

30 Keller Williams Premier 
5K

Keller Williams Premier Realty 
presents “It’s Not Too Hot to Trot” 
5K Run and Walk to benefit Cinco 
Charities. There is a postrace 
celebration and awards ceremony, 
and runners/walkers of all experience 
levels are welcome. The race begins 
at Villages of Villagio Townhomes at 
Peek Road and Westheimer Parkway. 
8-11 a.m. $35. Villagio Town Center, 
22762 Westheimer Parkway.  
281-220-2100. http://Kwpremier5k.com

30 Used book sale 
The Friends of the Maud Marks 

Library invite the public to browse a large 
selection of hardback and paperback 
fiction and nonfiction for sale as well as 
children’s books. All proceeds directly 
benefit the library. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 
Maud Marks Library, 1815 Westgreen 
Blvd., Katy. 281-492-8592. www.hcpl.net

31 Bridal Sip and See
The Brookwood Community 

hosts its inaugural Sip and See for 
brides to meet their vendors, enjoy 
complimentary drinks and hors d’ 
oeuvres and see the latest wedding 
and bridal trends for 2015. 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. $20 (presale admission), 
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Compiled by Carrie Taylor

 Bearkat Invitational Golf 
Tournament
The Bearkat Champions Fund 

holds its second annual golf tournament 
to raise money for the Sam Houston 
State  University Athletic Department. 
Funds are used to assist students with 
travel and equipment expenses. The 
four-man scramble ends with reception 
and awards. Refreshments provided. 10 
a.m. (shotgun start). $300 (individuals). 
Sterling Country Club, 16500 Houston 
National Blvd., Houston. 936-294-2364.  
www.gobearkats.com/specialevents 
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Worth the TRIP

Find more or submit Katy events 
at communityimpact.com/ 
kty-calendar

To have Katy events considered 
for the print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the first of 
the month.

Online Calendar

21510 
Kingsland Blvd. 

Katy, TX
www.hdas.biz

If you have good 
communication skills, enjoy 
working with people, enjoy 
working with your hands and 
want the responsibility and 
rewards of a professional 
career, dental assisting is for 
you. The best way to become 
a dental assistant is to receive 
formal training. Our program 
provides an education based 
on the latest procedures and 
techniques.

10 WEEK COURSE
Tuition: $3250 - Payment Plans
Training Since 1995
Summer Classes Begin 
July 11th 2015
For info packet call 
281-363-0600 or email us at 
admin@hdas.biz

Approved by the TWC Career Schools 
and Colleges

281•363•0600
www.hdas.biz

Located in Katy and 
Spring/The Woodlands

Need a new 
career path?

Become a Dental 
Assistant in just 

10 Saturdays

OPEN HOUSE 
FRIDAY, JUNE 5TH 2015

4 – 7 pm
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School groundbreakings

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Four new schools broke ground 
between April 22 and May 26. Junior 
High No. 15 and High School No. 8 
had groundbreaking celebrations in 
Ventana Lakes on April 22. Celebrations 
for Elementary No. 38 in Cinco Ranch 
Northwest and Elementary No. 39 in 
Ventana Lakes were held May 20 and 
26, respectively. The schools join Junior 
High School No. 14 in Hawk’s Landing 
as the first new schools built using 2014 
bond funds. 

1  Katy ISD board of trustees member 
Rebecca Fox joined community 
members reviewing renderings April 22. 

2  Superintendent Alton Frailey 
spoke to the crowd gathered for the 
Junior High School No. 15 and High 
School No. 8 joint groundbreaking at 
Ventana Lakes. 

3  Five new schools are under 
construction, along with the new 
stadium and south transportation center 
set to begin construction in July and 
December, respectively. 

4  School bands performed at the joint 
groundbreaking for Junior High School 
No. 15 and High School No. 8. 
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N E W  S E C T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

With generously sized home sites, lakeside living and on-site schools, 

Firethorne’s brand new sections make the good life even better.

E X C E P T I O N A L  A M E N I T I E S 

From the sparkling lake and scenic trails to the resort-style pool

and tennis courts, there’s something for everyone to enjoy. 

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S C H O O L S

Acclaimed Katy and Lamar school districts

provide A+ education for all ages.

P R E M I E R  H O M E B U I L D E R S 

Featuring some of Houston’s most sought-after builders,

Firethorne is the ultimate place to build your dream home.

GROW.
PROSPER.
THRIV E.

220-668 May CommImpact 9.1837x5.5416 MECH.indd   1 5/18/15   2:58 PM
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Around Katy

Festival season is in full swing in the 
Katy area. Among the events in April 
and May were the Katy Jazz Festival, 
Sip n Stroll and Wild West Brew Fest. 

1  More than $75,000 was raised 
at the fourth annual Wild West Brew 
Fest on May 2. Hundreds of vendors 
and thousands of guests gathered 
at Katy Mills to hear live music and 
sample craft brews. The Katy Rotary 
Club holds the event to benefit KISD 
programs and local nonprofits.

2  The sixth annual Katy Sip n Stroll 
brought locally owned restaurants 
such as Fajita Depot and wineries from 
across the country to Villagio Town 
Center on April 25. The twice-annual 
event raises money for Cinco Charities 
and The Ballard House.

3  KISD teacher Scott Lightle was 
honored along with Christina Dismuke as 
districtwide Teachers of the Year on May 
13. More than 60 teachers were honored 
at the 2015 Campus Teachers of the 
Year celebration at the Merrell Center. 

4  The Katy ISD Foundation held 
Jazz with a Katy Flair on April 23, 
featuring artists in residence for the 
Katy Jazz Festival. The foundation 
awards grants to KISD teachers to 
support innovative teaching initiatives 
and projects.

5  Chanda Cashen Chacón, president 
of Texas Children’s Hospital West 
Campus, presented plans for a new 
eight-bed isolation unit and other West 
Campus expansion projects at a Sewell 
Cadillac event April 22. Philanthropist 
David Wolff announced a $100,000 gift 
to the West Campus at the event. 

6  Two Taylor High School students 
were awarded top honors at the 2015 
Congressional Art Contest. Nancy 
Viola, the art teacher for both students, 
met with U.S. Rep. John Culberson, 
R-Houston, in Washington, D.C. to 
accept the awards. 

Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr
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Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments? 
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is 
Our PRIORITY

Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only 
accepted at Woodlands and 

Katy locations. Expires 6/30/15

Free Gift Card
Present this ad to receive

281.347.6000
PriorityER.com

23114 Seven Meadows 
Parkway Katy, TX 77494

Katy locations. Expires 6/30/15
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westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Katy Freeway

S. Peek Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Westpark Tollway

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Serving 
the Katy 
Richmond 

Area

NOW HIRING 
Registered Nurses and Therapist 

Accepting adult and senior patients. 
Accepting Medicare and Private Insurance

Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 
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The cost of living keeps going up. 

The cost of  your funeral
doesn’t have to.

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

We offer more than peace of mind. Pre-plan now 
and your cost will be locked in. Rest assured.

INSIDE INFORMATION

Redesigned 
SAT and PSAT
By Jocelyn Kerr

Katy ISD held four community meetings in May to introduce parents and students to the 
redesigned SAT, which replaces the existing test in March 2016. Sophomores and juniors 
scheduled to take the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test in 
October 2015 will take the redesigned test.

What’s new?

Comparison of test length and timing:  
Current SAT vs. Redesigned SAT

There is no longer a need to 
memorize definitions.  
Vocabulary knowledge is 
tested in the context of  
relevant words found in  

career and business passages.

The new essay will be a 
persuasive argument based 

on a given passage and will 
be optional as individual 
colleges may choose not 

to factor essay scores into 
admissions decisions.

All questions will be based 
on real-world college and 
career scenarios.

Passages from U.S. founding 
documents and excerpts 

from speeches by 
global authors, such as 
Mahatma Gandhi and 
Nelson Mandela, will be 

incorporated to encourage 
reflection on themes of 
freedom and justice.

Texts and graphics will 
incorporate science, history 
and social science contexts 
that encourage students 
to analyze global events, 

scientific discoveries and 
health and environmental issues.

There will be no penalty for 
wrong answers, so students 
are encouraged to provide 
thoughtful answers rather 
than best guesses.

Students will use a range of 
graphics and paragraphs 
to analyze and synthesize 
information

Math problems will focus on 
three key areas, including 

problem solving and 
data analysis, “heart of 
algebra” linear equations 
and complex equation 

manipulation. 

New scoring
Math

800 points
Evidence-based reading and writing

800 points
Optional essay

800 points

Current SAT Redesigned SAT

Component Component

Critical 
reading

Reading

Writing
Writing and 
language

Math Math

Essay Essay 
(optional)

Total Total

70 65

60 35

70 80

25 25

225
180  

(205 with  
essay)

67 52

49 44

54 58

1 1

171
154  

(155 with  
essay)

Time allotted 
(minutes)

Time allotted 
(minutes)

Number of 
questions

Number of 
questions

Starting in June 2015, Khan Academy is providing free online assessment  
and a diagnostic study plan through The College Board website,  

www.collegereadiness.collegeboard.org.

Sources: Katy ISD, The College Board/Community Impact Newspaper



The Greater Houston area offers a number of activities to attend or explore during the summer 
months. The following destinations are a short drive from Katy, about an hour or two away, and give 
families the opportunity to enjoy a vacation close to home.

A L V I N

BAYOU WILDLIFE PARK
5050 FM 517
Alvin • 281-337-6376

www.bayouwildlifezoo.com

Travelers can experience an African safari 
at this wildlife preserve located about 25 
miles southeast of Houston. A tram ride 
with experienced wildlife guides covers 
more than 80 acres of natural habitat, 
including alligator ponds and three 
monkey islands. Visitors can see and feed 
animals and birds from Africa, India, Asia, 
Australia and North and South America. 
Pony rides and a petting zoo are also 
available as well as a souvenir shop.

HOURS: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (March 1-Aug. 1),  
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Tue.-Sun. (Aug. 1-Feb. 28)
COST: $20 (adults), $10 (children ages 
2-11), free (children under 2), group rates 
available 

SHIMEK GARDENS
3122 CR 237
Alvin • 281-331-4395
www.shimeksgardens.blogspot.com

Run by Nell and Harvey Shimek, the 
National Display Garden features 
hundreds of daylilies from breeders all 
over the country. Located one mile west 
of Alvin’s city limits, the garden features 
more than 850 different types of daylilies, 
hundreds of roses and a wide variety of 
other flowers. 

COST:  Free admission

A N G L E T O N

BRAZORIA NATIONAL  

WILDLIFE REFUGE
24907 FM 2004
Angleton • 979-922-1037
www.fws.gov/refuge/brazoria

The 44,000-acre park features salt and 

freshwater marshes and is home to more 
than 300 bird species. Salt, Nicks, and 
Lost lakes are ideal for nature watching 
and fishing. Visitors can see geese, ducks 
and sandhill cranes at the lakes, or fish 
for speckled trout, red drum, flounder and 
croaker. 

HOURS: Open from dawn until dusk 
COST: Free admission

B A Y T O W N

BAYTOWN HISTORICAL MUSEUM
220 W. Defee St.
Baytown • 281-427-8768
www.baytownhistoricalmuseum.org

The museum is located in the old Baytown 
Post Office. The origin of the museum 
dates back to May 14, 1970, when the city 
of Baytown formed a historical committee 
to look into establishing a historical 
museum. Highlights include artifacts 
pertaining to local and pioneer history. 

HOURS: Tue.-Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
COST:  Free admission

PIRATE’S BAY WATER PARK
5300 East Road
Baytown • 281-422-1150
www.baytown.org/piratesbay

The city of Baytown kicks off the summer 
with the start of the park’s 2015 season in 
May. The park features a series of water 
tube and body slides and a 671-foot-long 
lazy river with two large slide towers. It 

also features “dive-in movies,” beach 
parties, swim lessons and a surfing 
machine. The season runs April 25-Aug. 8.

HOURS: Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri.-
Sun. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
COST: Costs vary

ROYAL PURPLE RACEWAY
2525 S. FM 565
Baytown • 281-383-7223
www.royalpurpleraceway.com

The 500-acre auto racing park features 
seating for 30,000. The three-story tower 
building features 23 VIP suites, media 
center and race control facilities equipped 
with state-of-the-art timing and scoring 
equipment. During the summer months 
there is street racing every Friday. A full 
calendar is available online.

Times and costs vary by event. 

G A L V E S T O N

FLOWER GARDEN BANKS 

NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY
4700 Ave. U, Bldg. 216
Galveston • 409-621-5151
www.flowergarden.noaa.gov

This premier diving destination provides  
divers with the chance to view the 
northernmost coral reefs in the continental 
United States. Star and Brain coral, manta 
rays, hammerhead sharks and loggerhead 
sea turtles are all on display. Whale sharks 
can also be seen around July, August and 
September. This experience is best suited 
for intermediate or advanced divers.

Trips can be scheduled in advance with a 
charter operator. A list can be found on the 
sanctuary website. Costs vary. 

MOODY GARDENS
One Hope Blvd.
Galveston • 800-582-4673
www.moodygardens.com

From the ocean to the rainforest, visitors 
can learn about wildlife and natural 
ecosystems while participating in a range of 
activities. The facility also offers an 18-hole 
golf course, an IMAX theater and paddle 
wheel boat rides. The Palm Beach water 
park is open during the weekends in May 
and is open daily from June 6-Aug. 23. 

HOURS: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
COST: $59.95 (one-day pass), costs vary 
for individual attractions. 

TEXAS SEAPORT MUSEUM
2100 Harborside Drive
Galveston • 409-763-1877 

www.galveston.com/
texasseaportmuseum

Elissa, a historic ship built for commerce 
in 1877, is docked at this museum where 
travelers can take a tour. The museum 
also has an exhibit about shrimping in 
Galveston and a database of more than 
130,000 immigrants who entered the 
United States through the island.

HOURS: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. daily
COST: $12 (adult), $9 (children ages 6 and 
up), free (children age 5 and younger).

H U N T S V I L L E

HUNTSVILLE STATE PARK
40 Park Road
Huntsville • 936-295-5644
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/
huntsville

This heavily wooded park adjoins the Sam 
Houston National Forest and encloses 
the 210-acre Lake Raven. The park offers 
camping, hiking, biking, boating, fishing, 
swimming and guided horseback trail rides 
on horses provided by 2E Stables. Canoe 
and paddle boat rentals are also available.

HOURS: Gates open 7 a.m.-10 p.m. daily, 
except for public hunts 
COST: $5 (adult), free (age 12 and under). 
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L A  P O R T E

BATTLESHIP TEXAS
3523 Independence Parkway
La Porte • 281-479-2431
www.battleshiptexas.org

The 1,200-acre property is the historical 
site of the Battle of San Jacinto. The park 
is home to the San Jacinto Monument 
and Battleship Texas. The last of the 
battleships to participate in World War I 
and II, Battleship Texas became the first 
battleship memorial museum in the U.S. 
in 1948. Visitors can enjoy self-guided 
tours of the ship and learn about an 
important piece of Texas history. Guided 
tours, group rates and student discounts 
are also available.

HOURS: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily
COST: $12 (adult), free (children age 13  
and under).

SAN JACINTO MONUMENT AND  

BATTLEGROUNDS
One Monument Circle
La Porte • 281-479-2431
www.sanjacinto-museum.org

The San Jacinto Monument is dedicated 
to the heroes of the Battle of San Jacinto 
and all others who contributed to the 
independence of Texas. The monument 
is a 570-foot shaft topped by a 34-foot 
star symbolizing the Lone Star Republic. 

The building incorporates a number 
of innovative engineering features 
not common during the period of its 
construction. The American Society of 
Civil Engineers designated the monument 
as a State and National Historic Structure. 
The monument is listed as the tallest stone 
column memorial structure in the world, 15 
feet taller than the Washington Monument.

HOURS: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. daily (battleground, 
monument and museum) 
COST: free admission

L A K E  J A C K S O N

SEA CENTER TEXAS
300 Medical Drive
Lake Jackson • 979-292-0100
www.tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/
visitorscenter/seacenter

A marine development, aquarium and 
education center in Lake Jackson, Sea 
Center can produce 20 million fingerlings 
annually—primarily red drum and spotted 
sea trout—for release into Texas coastal 
waters. In addition to aquariums, displays 
and a 24-foot touch-tank, the complex 
also has a saltwater marsh demonstration 
boardwalk and a freshwater marsh that is 
ideal for birding. 

HOURS: Tue.-Sat. 9 a.m.-4 p.m., 
Sun. 1-4 p.m. 
COST: Free admission (donations 
appreciated) 

GULF COAST BIRD  

OBSERVATORY
103 W. Hwy. 332
Lake Jackson • 979-480-0999
www.gcbo.org

Travelers can embark on self-guided 
nature trails across the 34 acres of 
Columbia Bottomland forest in Lake 
Jackson. This research and education 
facility coordinates data on migrating and 
resident avifauna. The GCBO hosts free 

bird-banding programs from 8 a.m.-noon 
on the third Saturday of each month to 
help track bird migratory patterns.

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
COST: Free (donations accepted)

N E W  B R A U N F E L S

SCHLITTERBAHN WATERPARK  

AND RESORT
400 N. Liberty Ave.
New Braunfels • 830-625-2351
www.schlitterbahn.com/new-braunfels

Whether going for an extended trip or 
just the day, the popular water park offers 
dozens of water rides, activities and 
attractions for all ages. The park offers 
season passes as well as group discounts. 
Private cabana rentals are also available. 
The park is open on the weekends through 
May, and certain sections of the park are 
open during the week in May and the first 
week of June. The entire park opens June 6.

Times and costs vary.

W A S H I N G T O N

WASHINGTON ON THE BRAZOS
FM 1155
Washington • 936-878-2214
www.birthplaceoftexas.com

The 293-acre state historic site is located on 
the Brazos River. Visitors are encouraged 
to begin at the Visitors Center, where 
Texas Parks and Wildlife staff can help 
plan the visit. Tour options take patrons 
to Independence Hall to learn about 
the founding of the Republic of Texas, 
Barrington Living History Farm to experience 
life in early Texas and the Star of the 
Republic Museum for a historic overview.

HOURS: 8 a.m.-sundown (park hours),  
10 a.m.-5 p.m. (Visitor’s Center). 
COST: Costs vary by tour package
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O P T I O N S

Warm weather brings a new season of 
berry picking throughout Texas. There 
are several farms where groups can 
find and pick berries. Here are a few 
Houston-area options.

BLACKBERRIES OF HOUSTON
Blackberries are ripe for picking in early 
summer.

19531 Cypress Church Road
Cypress • 281-373-5357
www.blackberriesofhouston.com

MATT FAMILY ORCHARD
40 acres of fruit and berries.

21110 Bauer Hockley Road
Tomball • 281-351-7676
www.mattfamilyorchard.com

MOORHEAD’S BLUEBERRY FARM
More than 20 varieties of berries are 
grown at the farm.

19531 Moorhead Road
Conroe • 281-572-1265
www.sayblueberry.com

P-6 FARMS
Blackberries and produce are available 
as well as a corn maze.

9963 Poole’s Road
Montgomery • 936-597-6062
www.p-6farms.com
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*Limit one per customer, while supplies last. 
Purchase total includes merchandise only.

absolutely 
FREE!*

With a single 
same-day 
Brighton 

purchase of 
$75.00 or more 
receive your very 

own Summer 
Hearts Mini Bag 

Magic  is now in store!MagicMagicMagicMagic

Pandora unveils the 
Disney jewelry collection. 

The new collection includes 
.925 sertling silver and 14K 

gold charms inspired by some of 
Disney’s most beloved characters. 

absolutely 

$75.00 or more $75.00 or more 
receive your very receive your very 

Hearts Mini Bag Hearts Mini Bag 

is now in store!

Pandora unveils the 
Disney jewelry collection. 

The new collection includes 

$75.00 or more $75.00 or more 
receive your very receive your very 

is now in store!

Pandora unveils the 
Disney jewelry collection.  Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 
• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art

Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Spartina 449 
Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley

1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281.395.4595

Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

New Location at LaCenterra

281-394-9272

Magic
Legacy Collection
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THE RESERVE AT KATY
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!  
From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Now Open!

From the mid-$600s • (832) 326-5784

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

LUXURY | LOCATION | LIFESTYLE

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. 
Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to 
confirm applicable features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of 
the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders.

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

CINCO RANCH - SYCAMORE MEADOW
Final Opportunity!

From the low $700s • (832) 326-5784

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680

281-849-4130

LIVE
RECEPTIONIST
CONFERENCE

ROOMS

AFFORDABLE
CO-WORKING

SPACE

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES

FLEXIBLE 
LEASE 
TERMS

THE HIVE 
BUSINESS GROWTH 
Seminar Series
Presented by Growth Coach,  Glenn Smith

Cost: Only $35! (Includes Lunch)
REGISTER TODAY!  
www.TheHiveKaty.com/events-news/

07/17/15
7 KEYS TO INCREASE YOUR SALES 
IN 90 DAYS
11:30 A.M. - 1 P.M.
RSVP by 6/15/15

Check out what all the buzz is about.

www.TheHiveKaty.com

NOW OPEN

A D V A N C E  Y O U R  C A R E E R  W I T H  U S .  C A L L  1 . 8 6 6 . 4 4 1 . 4 5 6 7 .

24-hr ER

Primary Care

IMAGING SERVICES

Physical Therapy

TRUSTED
CARE FROM

TRUSTED NEIGHBORS
Now you can access a network of comprehensive care

at Memorial Hermann Convenient Care Center.

With primary care physicians, a 24-hour ER, advanced
imaging – including ultrasound, X-ray and CT scan –

and more, we’re revolutionizing the concept of accessible
care. It’s convenience without compromise.

Located at the northeast corner of the Grand Parkway
and Westpark Tollway.

22430 Grand Corner Dr.
Katy, TX 77494

713.222.CARE • memorialhermann.org

Providing the full spectrum of care.

Open Monday to Saturday
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Appointments available
24-hour ER



Katy Edition • May 2015 29

A portrait of Kenneth C. Welch 
is framed above the glass 
display cases and mounted 

wildlife specimens in the classroom 
of the Outdoor Learning Center that 
bears his name. Although he retired 
in 1994, Welch still makes an appear-
ance at the annual Outdoor Learning 
Center Folk Life Festival each spring, 
dressed in Texas pioneer garb to greet 
volunteers at the festival’s chuck 
wagon station.  

Founded in 1981, Katy ISD opened 
the Outdoor Learning Center on 34.5 
acres of wooded land about a quar-
ter of a mile west of the Leonard E. 
Merrell Center and Katy High School. 
Welch said the land was located in a 
hundred-year flood plain, so the dis-
trict was able to purchase the land to 
develop an outdoor classroom. 

“The thought initially was to do 
something in an outdoor setting where 

The Outdoor Learning Center features nature trails and a pond for fishing and canoeing.
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kids who grow up in subdivisions—
where they don’t have woods available, 
they don’t have a lake available—where 
kids can learn to fish and experience the 
outdoors. We have a summer recreation 
program out here. The kids come out 
for half a day for two weeks and do all 
types of outdoor activities,” Welch said.  

The center has provided hands-on 
science and history classes for district 
students since its inception. Elemen-
tary and secondary curriculum spe-
cialists developed targeted life science 
and social studies programs, including 
an annual fourth-grade “Adaptations” 
field trip where students rotate through 
stations to learn about Texas wildlife.  

A 1.3-acre pond is stocked with fish 
and KISD first graders arrive each 
spring by the busload to witness chick 
hatchings, Welch said. 

Welch arrived in Katy in 1961 to 
become a junior high school coach, and 

he said he saw early on the need for 
an outdoor center to serve the grow-
ing area. After ten years as a teacher 
and coach, he served as KISD athletic 
director for a decade. Welch later served 
as the assistant principal of Katy Junior 
High School and was on the initial OLC 
master-planning committee in 1980.  

As the first OLC director, Welch 
oversaw the initial pond and class-
room construction as well as curricu-
lum development. 

“We made it available to everyone 
early on,” Welch said. “The first three 
or four years we had high school 
classes from the biology department 

and the English department, espe-
cially from Katy High School, but now 
it is limited because there are more 
than 80,000 students and there’s not 
enough time for everyone.” 

The OLC branched out into summer 
camp programs to enable more stu-
dents to spend time in the wilderness, 
Welch said. Summer activities include 
fishing, archery, canoeing, flying hom-
ing pigeons, candle dipping, air rifle 
skills and safety, dulcimer lessons and 
outdoor cooking and farm skills. 

“It’s good to know kids are involved 
and trying to learn about things totally 
out of their experience,” Welch said. 

Kenneth D. Welch 
Outdoor Learning Center
Facility brings wilderness to students 
By Jocelyn Kerr 

HISTORY       KATY

1980 1990 2000 20101985 1995 2005

October 1980
Consultants review the property 
and meetings are held to discuss 
the center’s direction.

June–August 1981
Kenneth D. Welch is 
announced as first director 
of the OLC. Trails and 
walkways are cleared and 
construction begins on the 
science classroom. 

1986
The annual OLC Folk Life Festival is 
developed as a result of community 
meetings to celebrate the Texas 
Sesquicentennial. 

2007–2011
Facility improvements 
include energy-
efficient roofing and air 
conditioning systems 
inside the classroom and 
caretaker’s cottage. 

1983–1985
A committee initially names the OLC after 29-year KISD 
board of trustees member James E. Williams. A barn, 
blacksmith shop, barnyard, caretaker’s cottage and 
history classroom are constructed. Specific curriculum 
is developed for targeted grade levels. 

1989
OLC targets second, fourth, 
seventh and tenth grade levels 
but soon narrows its focus to 
second and fourth grades due to 
district growth. 

2001
OLC is renamed for Kenneth D. 
Welch as a tribute to his efforts 
to create the center. 

 IN HOUSTON

NOW
 IN HOUSTON

NOW

SERVICE
LAWN CARE

ONE MONTH

FREE
SERVICE
LAWN CARE

ONE MONTH

FREE

Green Hands Landscaping
C O M M E R C I A L  A N D  R E S I D E N T I A L

 Design-Install • Maintenance • Sod Installs
Tree Pruning & Trimming • Lawn Services

Aera� on/Top Dressing • Stonework • Fountains
Pa� os • Walkways • and more!

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
713-244-4058

Green Hands Landscaping
 IN HOUSTON

NOW
 IN HOUSTON

NOW

UPON AGREEMENT OF ROUTINE 
SERVICE. EXPIRES 6-4-15. 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY.GREENHANDSLANDSCAPING.COM

Tree Pruning & Trimming • Lawn Services

Green Hands Landscaping
 Design-Install • Maintenance • Sod Installs
Tree Pruning & Trimming • Lawn Services

Green Hands LandscapingGreen Hands LandscapingGreen Hands LandscapingGreen Hands Landscaping

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

SERVICE
LAWN CARE

ONE MONTH

FREE
SERVICE
LAWN CARE

ONE MONTH

FREE
UPON AGREEMENT OF ROUTINE 

SERVICE. EXPIRES 6-25-15.
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY.
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20155 Park Row, Katy
281-492-6166
http://oohlalasweets.com

20117 Park Row Drive, Katy 
281-492-2200
www.gigglesandfun.com

Spotlight
Ooh La La Dessert Boutique

Spotlight
Giggles and Fun

Ooh La La owner Vanessa 
O’Donnell opened the Park Row 
location in 2009, just two years after 
launching the company’s flagship 
Cinco Ranch location. 

“We chose [Park Row] with a 
commissary kitchen in mind. Think 
grab and go,” O’Donnell said. “All of 
our larger custom orders for delivery 
come out of this location.” 

Customers can stop in to pur-
chase made-from-scratch cupcakes, 
dessert bars, cookies, cheesecakes 
and other sweet treats, or to place 
custom orders.  

Giggles and Fun indoor play-
ground opened in July 2014 to pro-
vide party space and open playtime 
for children under the age of six. 
The play area is open to the public 
Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.. Day rates start at $8.95 per 
child. Evening and weekend party 
packages start at $100 for up to five 
children. Larger parties with food 
and decorations are accommodated. 
Monthly memberships are available.

A spotlight on independently owned 
businesses and a listing of stores, services 
and restaurants in the Park Row shopping 
center at the intersection of Park Row Drive 
and Price Plaza Drive.

Compiled by Sarah Joerin and Jocelyn Kerr

Park Row 
Shopping Center
Park Row at Price Plaza Drive
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“ The tools in the Business 
Plan Center are golden  
for anyone who’s looking 
to grow their business.”
Carolyn Miye
Oodles 4 Kids, est. 2012
Portland, Oregon

1252513_14969 

9.1837x5.5416 

4c

* Wells Fargo rewarded Carolyn Miye $10,000 to help with her marketing plans. 
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1252513_14969)

Our complimentary Business Plan 
Tool can help you focus on the things 
that will make your business thrive.

Like most small business owners, Carolyn Miye* was so 
busy running her business that she found it hard to organize 
ideas for her company’s future into a business plan. Using 
the Business Plan Tool from Wells Fargo, she gained 
valuable insight to help her focus on what to do next. It’s just 
one of the complimentary resources in the new Business 
Plan Center. To learn more, visit WellsFargoWorks.com.
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Dining

Ooh La La Dessert Boutique 
20155 Park Row 
281-492-6166 
http://oohlalasweets.com

Entertainment

Giggles and Fun 
20117 Park Row  
281-492-2200 
www.gigglesandfun.com

Meng’s Martial Arts 
1203 Price Plaza Drive 
281-492-0090 
www.martialarts4katy.com

Manufacturing

Botas Cebu, Inc. 
1209 Price Plaza Drive 
281-398-7770 
http://botascebu.com

Retail

Baker Distributing 
1231 Price Plaza Drive 
281-578-5275 
www.bakerdist.com

McDougal Sewing Center 
20141 Park Row 
281-347-0453 
www.mcdougals.com

NAPA Auto Parts 
20113 Park Row 
281-492-0948 
www.napaonline.com

uberwürx 
1311 Price Plaza Drive 
877-823-7979 
www.uberwurx.com

XL Parts 
1211 Price Plaza Drive 
713-983-1300 
www.xlparts.com

Services

Ariel Janitorial Services Inc. 
1219 Price Plaza Drive 
281-829-3473 
www.arieljanitorial.com

Brewer Construction Services, LLC 
1207 Price Plaza Drive 
281-769-5507 
www.brewercs.com 

Dependable Comfort 
1221 Price Plaza Drive 
281-578-7245 
www.dependablecomfort.com

Exer-Tech 
1227 Price Plaza Drive 
281-493-2220 
www.exer-tech.net

Geophysical Explorer 
1327 Price Plaza Drive 
281-599-8100

Greenhouse Community Church 
1203 Price Plaza Drive 
281-870-9950 
www.greenhousecma.org

M.I. Cable Company 
1225 Price Plaza Drive 
713-334-3114 
www.micable.com

Peach State Roofing 
1333 Price Plaza Drive 
281-646-8950 
www.peachstateroofinginc.com

Subsea Technologies 
1323 Price Plaza Drive 
281-398-5600 
www.subseatechnologies.com

TEICC 
1315 Price Plaza Drive 
713-856-8689 
http://teicc.com

Vision Sign and Graphics 
1219 Price Plaza Drive 
281-578-7446 
www.visionsignandgraphics.com

Businesses within the Park Row Shopping Center



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com32

BUSINESS

CY-FAIR The winter was long 
for RCW Nurseries, the 36-year-
old retail business for gardening 
hobbyists in Cy-Fair, but warm 
weather has ushered in the begin-
ning of another Texas spring.

“Spring is one of the best times of 
the year for us in terms of business,” 
RCW Manager Mary Cummings 
said. “People start spending more 
time outdoors again and start getting 

excited about their gardens again.”
RCW opened in 1979 as a backyard 

operation at the house of co-founder 
Tom Williamson. Today, the 4-acre 
shop, located on the corner of Beltway 
8 and Hwy. 249, continues to thrive 
under the ownership of David Wil-
liamson and Doris Scutt. Road con-
struction along Hwy. 249 has posed 
some challenges to business, but the 
loyal customer base has kept it afloat, 
Cummings said.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

RCW Nurseries

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston metro editions

Demographic shift causing Harris County  
to explore community-based health care 

Low inventories, labor shortages 
contribute to rising home prices

CY-FAIR The system Harris County 
uses to provide indigent health care 
services is changing as more low-in-
come individuals and families move 
from the city of Houston to the sub-
urbs, due in part to the city’s gentri-
fication. Ten years ago, many of the 
suburban areas in the county tradi-
tionally did not have a great need for 
a publicly funded health care system, 
said Laurie Glaze, executive director 
of One Voice Texas, a Houston-based 
network of private and nonprofit 
groups working to ensure health 
needs of all Texans are addressed. 

“Even in areas like Cy-Fair, as our 
community pushes out beyond [Loop 
610] and Beltway 8, we’re seeing a 
much greater need for community 
services in these outlying areas,” she 
said. “We’re seeing a lot of rebuilding 
inside Loop 610, which is pushing out 
low- to moderate-income families.”

SUGAR LAND The Sugar Land and 
Missouri City area experienced a 
record number of home sales in 2014. 
However, population growth in the 
area paired with various construction 
woes has led to a low home inven-
tory, causing a rise in home prices 
and a dip in sales since January. 

Since 2012 Sugar Land and Missouri 
City real estate agents have classified 
the area’s housing market as a seller’s 
market due to the decreasing inven-
tory of available homes and climbing 
home costs. As a result, many of 
Fort Bend County’s master-planned 
communities are struggling to keep 
up with the demand brought on by the 
influx in population in the region. 

“We have more customers than we 
have houses to sell, and we are get-
ting multiple offers on houses,” said 
Shad Bogany, a real estate agent with 
Better Homes and Gardens Real 

Estate in Sugar Land and Missouri 
City. “We do not have a lot of houses 
to sell, [and] we have the builders, 
who have been the biggest pushers 
of home sales in Fort Bend [County], 
behind in construction.” 

Major construction projects in the 
Greater Houston area have also led 
to the increase in home prices due 
to labor shortages and an overall 
increase in construction costs. Home 
developers like Johnson Development 
Corp. are competing with major 
mobility and development projects 
and are struggling to meet homebuyer 
demands, Bogany said. 

Home sales in the Sugar Land and 
Missouri City area rebounded in 
March after seeing a decline for the 
first time in 36 months in February, 
according to the Houston Association 
of Realtors Multiple Listing Service. 
Full story by Connor Hyde
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TOP STORIES

Lower-income residents report higher 
rates of the following:

• Lack of health insurance

• Obesity

• Diabetes

• High blood pressure

• High cholesterol

• Asthma

• Cancer

In addition, the state’s rejection of 
a federal expansion of Medicaid—
which would have provided health 
care coverage to 500,000 Harris 
County residents—puts a strain on 
the county’s financial resources to 
provide these services since it relies 
solely on property tax revenue to fund 
its indigent health care system.
Full story by Marie Leonard

POVERTY AND  

POOR HEALTH CONNECTIONS

Source: Harris County Health Care Alliance

RCW Nurseries

15809 Hwy. 249, Houston
281-440-5161
www.rcwnurseries.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

100 % FREE
communityimpact.com Your source for local community news  

and information. And, as always, it’s...

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

SAM HOUSTON

249
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DINING

SUGAR LAND Brothers Harjinder 
Kumar and Harjit Kumar started their 
cooking careers while traveling inter-
nationally as competitive power lifters. 

Harjinder said they learned basic 
cooking techniques and northern 
Indian recipes while training with 
friends and local athletes. As they 
traveled and competed in power lifting 

tournaments over the last two decades, 
their recipe book developed as well. 

“When you do a lot of hard work all 
the time, the best thing to do is to get the 
right food,” Harjinder said. “I saw which 
countries used which ingredients and 
recipes. Then we learned everything.” 

When Harjinder and Harjit moved 
to the U.S. from Punjab, India in 2007, 
they brought with them a shared love 
of cooking as well as 25 years of expe-
rience as chefs. 
Full story by Connor Hyde

Naseeb Indian 
Restaurant

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

Texas State Technical College unveils  
new Fort Bend County campus

Food truck park to bring new dining 
options to Tomball, Spring

SUGAR LAND Texas State Tech-
nical College unveiled plans for 
a new Fort Bend County campus 
in Rosenberg during the April 
16 Greater Fort Bend Economic 
Development Council meeting.

Construction on the new campus 
is slated to begin as early as June and 
will be done in phases starting this 
summer, said Randall Wooten, TSTC 
Fort Bend County executive manager.

Wooten said the campus will offer 
Fort Bend County students an alter-
native to four-year universities and 
colleges as well as provide students a 
career pathway for specific skill sets.

“There is a full segment of our pop-
ulation who are really smart, but they 
do not do well in a four-year university 
setting,” he said. “Those kids come to 
us, and we give them skill sets.”

The campus will be situated on an 
80-acre tract of land north of Hwy. 59 
between FM 2218 and Hwy. 36. The 
six-building, 500,000 square-foot con-
ceptual design only utilizes 40 acres 
of land for the campus, leaving the 
remaining 40 acres for future devel-
opment, Wooten said. The campus is 
projected to serve more than 5,000 
students once complete.
Full story by Connor Hyde
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EDUCATION COMMUNITY

FIRST FLOOR
100' - 0"

116' - 0"

FIRST FLOOR
100' - 0"

SECOND FLOOR
116' - 0"

FIRST FLOOR
100' - 0"

SECOND FLOOR
116' - 0"

B.O. SOFFIT
130' - 0"

FIRST FLOOR
100' - 0"

SECOND FLOOR
116' - 0"

B.O. SOFFIT
130' - 0"

SOUTH
ELEVATION

NORTH
ELEVATION

EAST
ELEVATION

WEST
ELEVATION

TSTC FORT BEND \\  03-31-2015 EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS - 1/16" = 1'-0"
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Naseeb Indian Restaurant

3559 Hwy. 6 S., Sugar Land
281-325-0099
www.naseebindianrestaurant.com
Hours: Tue.-Fri. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sat.-Sun. noon-10 p.m.
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Edgewater Dr.

TOMBALL In an area once largely 
void of food trucks, Tomball resi-
dents have begun to see an increase 
in mobile dining options over the 
past few months and will soon 
have an opportunity to visit a new 
venue just outside of city limits. 

Bernie’s Backyard, a food truck 
park and entertainment venue, is 
slated to open this summer at 22314 
I-45 near Old Town Spring. The 
venue will offer live music, craft 
beer, a kid-friendly dessert shop and 
multiple food truck vendors. 

C. Evans, a park official with 
Bernie’s Backyard, said the venue will 
bring a much-needed entertainment 
option to the Spring area.

“[The founders of Bernie’s Back-
yard] are all foodies,” Evans said. “We 
like the food truck experience, [and] 
we find it’s unique. I don’t believe 
there’s anything like [this] in the 

area. I hope Houston’s ready for us—
the food truck scene is growing.”

The lot contains eight individual 
spaces for food trucks as well as gas, 
water and electricity connections. 
Evans said mobile eatery owners 
will be able to rent spaces much like 
they would at a parking lot or other 
private property. 
Full story by Wendy Cawthon

Dining options  
on the go
Bernie’s Backyard is a new food truck 
park and entertainment venue slated 
to open this summer.
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Booker Rd.

Open for Lunch & Dinner 
Happy Hour Everyday 4-7
Exciting New Menu Items

  Craft Beers   |   Great Cocktai ls   |   Large Wine List   |   Adult Milkshakes 

$7 OFF Purchase of 
$25 or More

Not valid during Happy Hour. Excludes Alcohol. Must present 
coupon. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 7/31/15

(281) 829-3749
20920 Katy Freeway 
(I-10 and Westgreen)

Katy, TX 77449
midpointbar.com
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ABA and Health and Behavioral Intervention Clinic

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 

Annexation
Continued from | 1

areas such as Cinco Ranch and the 
Interstate 10 corridor.

“An ETJ is not in the city limits, but 
it’s still defined as being [part of] the 
city, except the ordinances and taxes 
don’t reach out into the ETJ,” state Rep. 
Cecil Bell, R-Magnolia said. 

Bell has worked closely with Katy offi-
cials and residents of Waller County who 
want to be released from Houston’s ETJ.

Suzy Hartgrove, public affairs man-
ager for the city of Houston Planning 
and Development Department, said 
requests for ETJ release are infrequent, 
but are approached with a spirit of coop-
eration. The department manages Hous-
ton annexation 
requests and ETJ 
release requests. 
She said a two-
year wait is not 
uncommon for 
these requests.  

“We do a lot of 
coordinating with 
other counties 
[and municipal-
ities] in the area 
to make sure [mobility and service] con-
nections are being made. That’s why ETJs 
exist,” Hartgrove said. “[A city] has to ask 
us to release [ETJ property], and if it’s in 
our best interest, we do the release. It has 
to be approved by both city councils, and 
once we let it go the other city includes it 
in their ETJ, then they annex it.” 

Hughes said the city of Katy has been 
aggressively annexing land since his 
election in 2013, mainly to increase the 
city’s tax base. 

“I made up my mind, with all this 
growth coming … I told my city attor-
ney we want to annex everything we can 
legally annex because if we don’t we’re 
going to get swallowed up. We need the 
commercial development. That’s what 
brings you sales tax revenue. That’s 

what increases your tax collections so 
you don’t have to depend on rooftop 
taxes,” Hughes said.

Taxation and representation
For the municipal utility districts 

located outside Katy city limits, the 
only way to access sales tax revenue is 
to partner with Houston in a limited 
purpose annexation. The city also cre-
ates strategic partnership agreements to 
solidify these partnerships, said Gwen 
Tillotson, Houston’s deputy director for 
economic development. 

“[LPAs and SPAs] are beneficial to 
MUDs because [MUDs] are not in a 
municipality. [These agreements] give 
them a new stream of income that can be 
used to support things like infrastructure 

or to pay down 
debts that may, 
in turn, lower 
the tax load [for 
residents of the 
MUD],” she said. 

Hartgrove said 
LPAs and SPAs 
are generally 
granted in small, 
mainly commer-
cial, areas with 

only one or two landowners. 
“We evaluate any annexation requests 

and create a service plan. The most dif-
ficult part [in residential annexations] 
would be the property owners all agree-
ing to the annexation. If any of the prop-
erty owners fight it, it goes to binding 
arbitration,” Hartgrove said.

Once an LPA or SPA is formed, the 
city of Houston and the MUD split 
a percentage of sales tax generated, 
although specific agreements vary from 
MUD to MUD, Tillotson said.

“The city levies a one percent sales tax 
on the property that has been annexed 
for limited purposes, and the District 
and the City each receive half of the 
sales tax revenue generated,” said Kath-
erine Carner, an attorney that represents  

Harris County  MUD No. 81. 
“HC MUD No. 81 deposits the sales tax 

revenue in its general operating fund and 
uses the revenue to pay for a portion of 
its operation and maintenance expenses, 
which allows the district to keep water 
and sewer service rates and operation 
and maintenance tax rates lower than 
they otherwise would be without the 
sales tax revenue,” Carner said. 

MUD No. 81’s LPA received approx-
imately $285,000 in sales tax revenue 
during 2014, Carner said.  

For Hughes this issue of sales tax 
revenue translates to a lack of equity in 
city services. 

“Let me tell you the repercussions of 
[LPAs and SPAs]. They are serviced by 
West I-10 Fire Department [or a MUD-
run emergency response team]. West 
I-10 takes their calls if they have a fire, 
and the city of Houston pays nothing,” 
Hughes said. “West I-10 is expending 
their manpower, materials, exposing 
their vehicles and getting nothing in 
return. City of Houston is raking all 
that money into their general fund, and 
it’s getting spent somewhere else. That’s 
not fair to the citizens and the cities that 
service them. So, we’re trying to work 
through the legislature to see what we 
can do about it.”

Land lock and legislative action
For the city of Katy, there is virtually no 

land left to annex. Since the annexations 
began at the start of his term, Hughes said 
the city has grown from approximately 10 
square miles to roughly 17 square miles. 

“We started on a path of annexation, 
and the only place we could go is west 
between Hwy. 90 and I-10. We had to take 
one mile at a time—we’re a home rule city, 
so that’s all we could do,” Hughes said. 
“We’re surrounded by the city of Houston 
on three sides, and Fulshear to the south.”

In working with Houston to release 
properties from its ETJ, Bell said the pro-
cess can be lengthy and difficult, but there 
have been successes such as Cane Island. 

“The operative word [when talking 
about annexation] is voluntary. Any 
time you talk about annexation it can get 
contentious, but if you don’t want it [as a 
property owner], then you don’t have to 
have it,” Bell said.  

Bell and other Katy-area state rep-
resentatives proposed bills related to 
annexation in the 84th legislative session. 

Bell authored House Bill 1418 to enable 

“The city of Houston is 
raking all that [LPA and 
SPA sales tax] money 
into their general fund 
and it’s getting spent 
somewhere else.” 

– Mayor Fabol Hughes, city of Katy

General Purpose Annexation is 
a large-scale annexation, usually 
residential, where the city provides all 
city services and residents are given 
city voting rights and become subject 
to the city’s regulations and taxation. A 
GPA requires a three-year annexation 
plan to allow time for public notification 
and input. Kingwood was the city of 
Houston’s last GPA in 1996.

Limited Purpose Annexation 
enables cities and municipal districts 
to partner and split one cent of total 
sales tax revenue generated within 
the annexation area. The city does not 
provide city services and agrees not to 
fully annex the area for a period of time, 
usually 30 years.

Strategic Partnership Agreement is 
similar to an LPA, and may be added 
to an LPA, but is used to define city 
responsibilities and agreement lengths 
that may differ from LPAs. 

Municipal Utility Districts 
are established by counties in 
unincorporated areas to provide water, 
sewer, trash collection, parks services 
and in some cases fire and emergency 
services to residents of the district.

General rule city has a population of 
fewer than 5,000 residents and very 
limited ETJ rights.

Home rule city has a population of 
greater than 5,000 residents and has 
ETJ rights for varying distances beyond 
the city limit based on population.

JURISDICTIONAL  
J U M B L E
Glossary
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GRAND RIVER  |  3131 TRIPLE CROWN  |  $1+ MIL 
Janice Ireland — 281.620.8427

CINCO RANCH  |  27934 BARKER HOLLOW  |  $420s
Rita Donnelly — 832.236.4762

GRAND LAKES  |  21402 DOLAN FALL |  $440s 
Christine Duncan — 713.882.0990

smaller, rural communities to partner 
with private businesses to install sewage, 
water and utility infrastructure beyond 
the limits of a community’s ETJ in order 
to lower residential tax bills, he said.

Current ETJ guidelines place limits 
on the distance cities can expand, based 
on the city’s population. The city of 
Katy, with roughly 16,000 residents, can 
expand one mile at a time, Hughes said. 

Houston, on the other hand, has an ETJ 
that reaches five miles beyond city limits. 

HB 1418 passed the House and was 
referred to the Senate Intergovernmen-
tal Relations Committee on May 4. 

Other bills related to annexation and 
ETJs did not fare as well this session. 
HB 2389, co-authored by state Rep. 
John Zerwas, R-Katy, and a compan-
ion bill, Senate Bill 1000, authored by 

state Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Katy, would 
have changed the tax funding formulas 
related to LPAs, but neither made it past 
the committee stage. 

“There’s a lot that goes into [annex-
ation], such as deciding who can best 
provide water, sewer, police service 
and trash pick up,” Hartgrove said. “We 
would have to look at whether we’d 
be able to build a police station, a fire 

station, schedule trash pick up, and is it 
feasible to provide these services?” 

The current mayoral administration 
in Houston has no plans to annex res-
idential areas in the Katy-area Houston 
ETJ, Hartgrove said. 
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Municipalities in Katy ISD

Cane Island

Legend Houston LPA and SPAs by year
Katy ISD boundary

Fulshear city limit

LPA/SPA land

Katy city limit

Fulshear ETJ 2014

2013

2012

2011 2008 2005

20022010 2007 2004

2009 2006 2003Houston ETJ

City of Houston

Katy has annexed all the available land in its 
ETJ. Surrounded by the cities of Houston 
and Fulshear, Katy annexed a portion of 
the Cane Island development that had 
been under Houston’s jurisdiction. 

In order for the Cane Island development to be 
entirely under one municipal jurisdiction and to 
receive city services from one provider, Katy 
petitioned Houston to release more than 400 
acres from its ETJ. Once the land was released, 
Katy was able to add it to the Katy ETJ, then 
annex it into city limits. 

Cane Island boundary

Katy city limit

Former Houston ETJ

Sources: City of Houston, Land Advisors Organization/Community Impact Newspaper

For more information visit 
communityimpact.com

Map not to scale

The Greater Katy area is defined by the KISD 
boundary and includes multiple municipalities.
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I chose the 
MD Anderson
close to me.

- Jeanne Zarazee

When I had breast cancer, the 
world’s leading care was right here.
My team of experts in Katy focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, 
chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. 
Having MD Anderson in my community kept me close to my friends and close to home. 
I chose MD Anderson in Katy. Find your MD Anderson today. 

Appointments Available            713.745.9940           FindYourMDAnderson.com
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focus of the EDC.”
In the Energy Corridor, the declining 

price of oil has not affected the area’s 
development, said district communi-
cations coordinator Mark Klein. In the 
next two years, 5.4 million square feet 
of office space is slated, much of which 
is already preleased, he said. While 
some companies within the district 
have suffered from the oil price drop, 
others have not, Klein said.

“For perspective, it’s important to real-
ize that while a drop in oil price hits oil 
and gas exploration companies, and par-
ticularly oil field services companies, it 
can help downstream firms—for exam-
ple, refining—because feedstock prices 
are low, and there are a lot of downstream 
companies in Houston,” Klein said.

New developments
Katy Ranch Phase 1 is a six-story, 

151,000-square-foot office building in 
the Katy Ranch Crossing mixed-use 
development center on I-10. An addi-
tional tenant that wishes to remain 
anonymous has leased the first floor, 
but there is still 131,888 square feet 
available, according to parent real estate 
company Moody Rambin.

U.S. Silica will move into the building 
this summer, according to Kurt Kistler, 
vice president of Moody Rambin. 

“[U.S.] Silica chose Katy Ranch 
because of its location and the proxim-
ity of its workforce,” Kistler said.

While the possibility of new job cre-
ation is still up in the air, corporate 
consolidation could result in workers 
moving to the Katy area, he said.

Rambin is also responsible for mar-
keting Mason Creek Office Center II, a 
three-story, 128,000-square-foot build-
ing at 21700 Merchants Way, west of 
I-10 and the Grand Parkway. It sits next 
to the existing Geico facility, which is 
slated to hire several hundred more 
workers this year, Rambin Managing 
Director Bob Cromwell said.

Although tenants for Center II have 
not been finalized, Rambin is looking 
to secure a maximum of two companies 
to make use of the facility’s large floor 
plans, such as engineering firms or call 
centers, Cromwell said. Construction 
on Center III will begin this summer 
and will similarly feature large floor 
plans that total 93,000 square feet.

This summer Michael Baker Interna-
tional will relocate its Westchase Dis-
trict engineering office to 1904 Grand 
Parkway N. in The Offices at Grandway 
West. There will be no immediate job 
creation because the move is simply a 

relocation, but there will be growth 
in the long term, said Erik Spicker, 
structural manager for MBI.

“We chose the Katy location due 
to its proximity to the freeways and 
therefore easy access to the area, the 
lower lease rates than other areas, 
and the large volume of young folks—
future hires—that are within a short 
drive to the location,” Spicker said. 

The company is an engineering firm 
that provides services and support to 
federal, state and local governments 
as well as private developments and 
commercial clients. MBI expects to see 
growth over the next five years, he said.

“New commercial development is 
good for the economy because it creates 
jobs. Income and dollars that multiply 
produce economic impact and grow the 
economic pie for the region,” LaCour 
said. “The development supports the 
tax base, which supports schools and 
public services.”

Hope after cutbacks
Company relocations and expan-

sions provide opportunities for workers 
exiting the oil and gas industry, espe-
cially to industries where skills can be 
transferred, said Mona Digs, a supervi-
sor at Workforce Development in Katy.

“These transferable skills can help 
[workers] in a related occupation, like 
working as a machine setter, molding 
core maker—jobs in manufacturing 
and machinery,” she said.

For some workers, a layoff provides a 
new opportunity to pursue additional 
educational opportunities and expand 
their skill sets, said Keith Wolf with Mur-
ray Resources, a career consultant com-
pany in west Houston. This could mean 
going back to school to earn a master’s 
degree in business administration or 
enrolling in community college classes 
during the evening, he said. But all work-
ers should re-examine their resumes and 
think creatively about how they can apply 
those skills to other industries, he said.

Wolf said younger employees who 
are new to the workforce should be 
aware of the cyclical nature of the oil 
and gas industry, and that this is the 
time to take risks.

“If you’re on the early side of your 
career, use this time to volunteer for 
challenging projects and those that oth-
ers shy away from,” he said. “The addi-
tional exposure will be an asset down 
the road as your background and exper-
tise is viewed as more well-rounded.”

Growth
Continued from | 1

Rising through     
  the slump

Despite plummeting oil prices, jobs have 
increased in the Greater Houston area, which 
includes the employment centers of Uptown, the 
Energy Corridor and Texas Medical Center.
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According to Rice University’s Kinder Institute for Urban Research 2015 survey:

of Houston-area residents rated 
local job opportunities as positive

of residents named the economy as 
the biggest problem in Houston,

Greater Houston nonfarm 
employment rose above the national rate of 2.3% .

Unemployment rates for Harris County 
dropped from 5.7%  in February 2014 to in 2015.

69%
2.9%,

18%

4.3%

compared with 37% in 2012.

Education and  
health services

Mining and  
logging

Sources: U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, Metrostudy 
1Q 2015, Kinder Institute for 
Urban Research/Community 
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What’s your take on the Katy area’s economic outlook?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/kty-poll
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Average price of homes sold  April 2014 vs.  April 2015
Market Data
On the market  (April 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 37/24 – 2/126 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 58/41 10/21 9/16 –

$200,000–$299,999   – 57/51 38/35 53/68 82/87

$300,000–$399,999 9/54 3/9 38/48 20/110 193/68

$400,000–$499,999 4/21 – 9/60 22/136 187/70

$500,000–$599,999 5/23 – 12/43 2/153 99/83

$600,000–$799,999 4/83 1/297 11/30 2/74 58/98

$800,000–$999,999 2/88 – 1/22 4/27 16/124

$1 million + 5/196 – 7/102 5/77 22/111  

REAL ESTATE

Cinco Ranch Northwest offers access to 
all the features within the Cinco Ranch 
master-planned community. The northwest 
section is located near the Rollingwood 
Recreation Center and Tennis Courts, a 
facility that won a Recreation Center of 
the Year award from the Greater Houston 
Builders Association in 2012. 

Other amenities include pools, trails, an 
equestrian center, lake house, and golf course.      

Cinco Ranch NW, 77494

3306 Mystic Shadow Lane $539,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,409 sq. ft.
Agent: Joe Rothchild
Keller Williams Signature  281-599-6500

27103 Barrington Lodge Lane $575,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,732 sq. ft.
Agent: Karen Karapasha
Real Living Karapasha Realty 281-944-3640

27914 Bandera Glen Lane $439,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,270 sq. ft.
Agent: Andrew Gleason
ReMAX Grand  281-460-9319

27807 Merchant Hills Lane $455,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,749 sq. ft.
Agent: Christopher Hiller
Keller Williams Premier Realty 281-220-2100

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 05/07/15

Build-out year: still in progress

Builders include: Highland Homes, Perry 
Homes, Ryland Homes, Trendmaker Homes 

Square footage: 2,500–5,500

Home values: $312,000–$1,200,000

HOA dues (estimated): $985 annually 

Amenities: bike trails, community pool, 
pocket parks, lakes, tennis courts

Schools: Wolman Elementary School, Thompkins 
Junior High School, WoodCreek High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Fort Bend County Gen  0.48476 
Fort Bend DMG  0.01500 
Fort Bend MUD 58  1.45000 
Fort Bend County ESD 2  0.09800

Total (per $100 value) $3.57436

45

Homes on 
the market*

$20,640

Median annual 
property taxes

$577,458

Median 
home value

86

Average days on 
the market*

14

Homes under 
contract*

$147.91

Median price 
per square foot

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Why?
Now is a great time to list. 
Market inventory is historically low and 
interest rates even lower. We are de� -
nitely in a seller’s market - meaning 
the inventory of homes is less than the 
demand.  While this is true for Houston 
as a whole it is even more a reality for 

areas like Katy and elsewhere. Interest 
rates are also driving buyers.  Buyers 
understand the bene� ts of purchasing 
while rates remain low and ultimately 
are acting quicker and buying faster.  It 
is not unusual for multiple o� ers to be 
received.

Is This The Right Time to List My Home for Sale?

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons
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RIGHT NOW,  
the video games are unplugged.

FLEWELLEN
 CREEK 

LAP POOL

ADVENTURE
ISLAND 
WATER SLIDE

SPLASH  
& SPRAY
PARK

With sparkling lakes, gorgeous natural splendor and incredible amenities – including a spectacular  

resort-style pool, 140-ft waterslide, playgrounds and a dog park – there’s no question everything you want in the 

great outdoors is right here, right now. Discover the life you’re looking for today in Cross Creek Ranch.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    
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