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Area restaurants, grocery 
stores feature organic foods

Organic, local food 
movement makes 
its way to Katy

State legislation proposed, KISD special education staffing increased for 2015 school year
Autism education addressed at state, local levels

Katy area shoppers can buy organic or local produce at stores such as Trader Joe’s, which opened in February. 

By Jocelyn Kerr
Katy ISD’s special education 

department is growing along 
with the district. The campus 
staffing plan, which included 
the hiring of 68 additional spe-
cial education teachers, was 
approved on March 30, accord-
ing to Yolanda Edmond, the dis-
trict’s assistant superintendent of 
human resources. 

Meanwhile,  “The Katy ISD 
special education population 
represents 8.4 percent of the 
district population, which mir-
rors the state at 8.6 percent of 

the entire state population of 
students,” said Dr. Brian Male-
chuk, KISD executive director 
of special education services. 
“The Katy ISD Special Education 
growth mirrors the fast growth 
the district is experiencing with 
all students.”

Three hundred twenty five 
special education teachers are 
currently assigned to campuses, 
and 31 special education certi-
fied teachers are also assigned to 
the special education department, 
Edmond said. 

“This [number] includes 

By Jordan Gribble
Since 2013, six retailers and restaurants have 

opened in Katy to cater to consumers who 
want to eat locally sourced or organic foods. 

Recognizing the push toward fresh local 
food in Katy, Aaron Lyons chose the area to 
be the location of his second farm-to-table 
restaurant in February.

itinerant teachers who travel 
from campus to campus to pro-
vide specialized services as well 
as people who work in central 
office roles but may be on a 
teacher contract,” she said.

Autism in Katy
Cynthia Reece, the co-presi-

dent of nonprofit Katy Autism 
Support, is a member of the spe-
cial education parent advocate 
group that meets with KISD in 
September, June and May each 
year. The group meets to present 
concerns and communicate with 

the district on issues pertaining 
to students of all backgrounds in 
the special education program. 

“We have representatives 
from autism, Down syndrome, 
[Attention Deficit Hyperactiv-
ity Disorder] and other orga-
nizations,” Reece said. “Since 
Dr. Malechuk came on board a 
few years ago we’ve seen some 
improvements [in communica-
tion regarding programs].” 

Reece said Katy Autism Sup-
port has roughly 750 members 
consisting of parents, educators 

See Autism | 33

See Organic foods | 34

New laws under consideration 
in the 84th legislative session

April is Autism Awareness Month, which has nonprofit 
advocacy groups Katy Autism Support and The Arc of 
Texas traveling to Austin to speak with legislators.

HB 73

House Bill 73 establishes an alternative 
academic assessment for students with 
significant disabilities.

This is an amendment to the existing 
education code and would take place on or 
before Sept. 1, 2015. 

SB 507
SB 507 places video cameras in self-
contained special education classrooms.

Referred to the Senate Committee on 
Education on Feb. 11.

Purpose:
Parents and faculty would be more aware 
of what goes on inside the classroom.

SB 1584
SB 1584 relates to positive behavioral 
interventions and supports for students enrolled 
in public school special education services.

Referred to the Senate Committee on 
education on March 23.

Purpose:
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support 
programs encourage positive interaction between 
teachers and students and restricts the use of 
aversives and restraints to control behavior.

SB 4
Senate Bill 4 enables businesses to donate 
part of their state franchise taxes or state 
premium tax toward scholarships for students 
to attend a school of their choice.

The bill is currently pending in the Senate 
Committee on Education as of April 9.

Purpose:
Enables additional scholarships for charter or private 
schools specializing in autism and special education.

Source: 84th Texas Legislative Session
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A hop, skip 
and a jump.
We’re right here in West Houston and
ready to partner with you in the health
care of your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency
room, pediatric intensive care unit and
more than 20 pediatric subspecialties 
conveniently located on site, we offer top
care for kids, close to home. From sports
medicine to cardiology to ophthalmology,
our specialty clinics are staffed by experts
in their fields using the most advanced
technology, in facilities designed specifically
for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation
by U.S.News & World Report and is the
highest ranked children’s hospital in the
southwest. The next time your child
needs medical care, come to us. We’re all
about kids.

For maps and information, visit 
westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

© 2015 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll. WC421_110114

Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus

18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC421_ad_WC_HopSkipJump_ImpactNews_Layout 1  10/16/14  4:26 PM  Page 1
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At Community Impact 
Newspaper, part of our 
mission is to build com-
munities of informed 
citizens. We take that 
mission seriously. In 
an effort to keep the 
citizens in the Katy area 
informed, this month 
we’ve included informa-
tion about the happen-
ings in state government. 
On Page 16, our At the 
Capitol report gives 

you information on the state budget, transportation, 
education, and healthcare initiatives. I encourage you to 
see what our local elected officials are working on this 
legislative session. 

April is Autism Awareness Month, and our story on 
autism in Katy looks at some of the bills in this year’s 
legislative session that could affect special education 

classrooms and parents of special needs children. 
Speaking of classrooms, the KISD Board of Trustees 

election takes place May 9. Two seats are up for election 
this year. 

On a lighter note, the change of season brings a full 
calendar of events here in Katy, including the Wild 
West Brew Fest on May 2. We have included a closer 
look at the event on Page 25. The event raises thousands 
of dollars for Katy ISD after-school programs and local 
nonprofits that benefit children in the Katy area. We are 
certainly looking forward to this event. If you plan to 
attend the Wild West Brew Fest, please stop by and say 
hello. We love connecting with readers at local events, 
and we’d love to hear your feedback. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACKCONROE / MONTGOMERY  
EDITION
Community Impact Newspaper is proud to announce the 
launch of its 20th paper and eighth edition in the Houston 
Metro area. The first Conroe/Montgomery edition was 
delivered to 59,042 residents and businesses April 16. Our 
staff is looking forward to providing relevant, hyperlocal 
content 
to these 
residents 
and business 
owners. 
Community 
Impact 
Newspaper 
now reaches 
642,768 
residents and 
businesses in 
15 cities and 
communities 
in the 
Houston 
Metro area.

TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you think cameras belong in 
classrooms? 

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

What solutions do you think would 
help cut down on commuter traffic?
Incentives for employers to offer flextime and telecommuting 

 46%
More park and ride locations and routes 

 18.5%
Building or widening more roads 

 18.5%
Other 

 13%
City- and county-sponsored carpool programs 

 4%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 03/26/15–04/09/15

This month we reported on Senate Bill 507, which would 
place video cameras in special education classrooms. Au-
tism advocates cited in the story have argued the cameras 
will help educators evaluate the effectiveness of teaching 
techniques in classrooms where students are nonverbal or 
have severe cognitive impairments. 
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4  LJA Engineering celebrated new Katy 
offices with an open house ceremony 
April 17. The firm, located at 1904 W. 
Grand Parkway N., Ste. 100, opened in 
March. LJA Engineering is a consulting 
engineering firm with full in-house 
capabilities to provide engineering 
services to public and private sectors.  
713-953-5200. www.ljaengineering.com

5  Moe’s Southwest Grill opened its first 
Katy location at 1230 N. Mason Road, 
Ste. 100, on April 23. The restaurant 
serves made-to-order burritos, tacos, 
nachos, quesadillas and salads. Each 
dish is topped with seasoned rice, beans, 
vegetables and either grass-fed steak, 
all-natural chicken, grain-fed pulled pork, 
ground beef or organic tofu. 
www.moes.com

6  Nothing Bundt Cakes opened in 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch at 2717 
Commercial Center Blvd., Ste. 160 on 
April 15. The bakery sells bundt cakes 
in varying sizes from large tiered cakes 
to individual servings called bundtlettes 
in 10 different flavors, including pecan 
praline and chocolate turtle. This is 
the bakery’s first Katy location, joining 
several others in the Greater Houston 
area. 281-394-9262.  
www.nothingbundtcakes.com

7  Pro Nutrition opened its first location 
at 1251 Pin Oak Road, Ste. 125, on April 
10. The store sells fitness accessories and 
health food. Products include protein 
powders, amino acids, protein bars for 
post-workout recovery and other edible 
items. 832-437-2165. www.instagram.
com/pro_nutrition_katy

8  Rose Royce Antiques opened at 5625 
Third St., Katy, on April 1. The shop 
sells antique American and European 
furniture, including tables, desks and 
sideboards and couches. The store also 
features glassware, lamps, stained glass, 
dolls, artwork, jewelry and other hard-to-
find pieces. 713-805-7705.  
www.facebook.com/rrantiques

Now Open

1  Dimassi’s Mediterranean Buffet 
opened its first Katy location at 22453 
I-10 in late January. The restaurant 
offers a buffet filled with Mediterranean 
dishes, such as chicken and beef kebabs, 
falafel, hummus and tabbouleh salad. The 
restaurant also offers catering.  
281-574-5977. www.dimassi.com

2  Five Below opened its first Katy 
store on April 24 at 445 S. Fry Road. The 
discount store sells all of its merchandise 
for $5 or less. Products include candy, 
phone accessories, headphones, clothing, 
sporting goods, toys, greeting cards, home 
decor and seasonal items for kids and 
teens. 281-829-9503. www.fivebelow.com

3  Fresenius Medical Care opened April 
13 at 21755 Provincial Blvd., Katy. The 
clinic offers dialysis services for patients 
with decreased kidney function. Patients 
are able to schedule dialysis appointments 
at the clinic or in their homes. The national 
business operates over 2,200 clinics across 
the country. 281-492-3401. 
www.freseniusmedicalcare.us
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9  Empowered Care of Texas, located 
at 702 South Peek Road, Ste. 1, Katy, 
opened March 1. The clinic specializes 
in bioidentical hormone replacement 
therapy to treat symptoms of menopause, 
low testosterone, insomnia and low 
metabolism. Additional services offered 
include botox, fillers, chemical peels and 
skin care. 281-967-0244.  
www.empoweredcareoftexas.com

Coming Soon

10  Blue Wave Express Car Wash 
is under construction at Kingsland 
Boulevard and Pin Oak Road and will 
be open for business later this year. The 
environmentally friendly car wash offers 
drive-in, hands-free car wash services 
for $6, $9, $12 and $16. Car vacuuming 
stations will be available for all customers.  
www.bluewaveexpress.com

11  Christian Brothers Automotive will 
open its second Katy location at 1421 FM 
1463 in late spring. The service center 
provides a full range of services including 
brake repair, oil changes, tire rotations, 
transmission services and air conditioning 
maintenance. www.cbac.com

12  Edmonds & Nolte P.C. will open its 
first Katy location at 24610 Kingsland 
Blvd. in late spring 2015. The firm’s 
lawyers handle intellectual property 
issues and disputes regarding patents, 
trademarks, copyrights, trade secrets, 
licensing agreements, antitrust and unfair 
competition. 281-480-2700. 
www.edmondsiplaw.com

13  Elite Volleyball will open its first 
Katy location at 25307 Kingsland Blvd. 
in June. The 31,000-square-foot facility 
features volleyball courts and regular 
training classes for beginners and experts. 
The business will also host volleyball 
tournaments and summer camps. 
832-606-1399. www.katyelitevolleyball.com

14  Harvest Natural Market will open at 
25600 Westheimer Parkway, Katy in late 
May. The 28,000-square-foot store will 
sell locally sourced and organic produce 
along with other groceries. The store will 
include a coffee bar, a make-your-own 
pasta bar and a grill-to-order meat area. 
Items in bulk will also be sold at the store. 
This will be the store’s first location with a 
second store in The Woodlands also set to 
open in 2015. 281-558-6666.  
www.harvestnaturalmarket.com 

15  Jimmy John’s will open a new Katy 
location at 1230 N. Mason Road in late 
spring. The gourmet sandwich shop 
serves ham, turkey, tuna, roast beef and 
bacon sandwiches along with its signature 
potato chips and desserts.  
www.jimmyjohns.com

16  The Kroger Marketplace is under 
construction at the corner of Spring 
Green Boulevard and FM 1463 and will 
open in late spring. The 124,000-square-
foot grocery store in The Shops at Katy 
Reserve will sell produce, meats, baked 
goods, personal care items and other 
groceries as well as apparel and home 
goods. www.kroger.com

17  Little Woodrow’s will open in May at 
22225 I-10, Katy. The bar and restaurant 
features a full menu including burgers, 
wings, nachos and appetizers, and has 50 
taps along an 80-foot bar. The business is 
staffed solely by females. This is its first 
Katy location, joining several Greater 
Houston area locations.  
www.littlewoodrows.com

18  Storage West Self Storage, at 25595 
Westheimer Parkway, Katy, opens in 
summer 2015. The business offers storage 
units ranging in size from 25-square-
feet to 250-square-feet. Air-conditioned 
storage units are available, and the 
business also sells boxes and other 
moving and storage supplies.  
www.storagewest.com

Anniversaries

19  Athletic Performance Lab, located at 
481 Katy-Fort Bend Road, Ste. 210, Katy, 
celebrates its first anniversary in May. The 
business offers strength and sport-specific 
training to both teams and individuals. 
The business offers a full gym as well 
as training spaces for MMA fighting, 
football and soccer. Trained medical 
staff are present on-site, including 
chiropractors and physical therapists. On-
site massage services are also available. 
281-394-9494. www.thelabkaty.com

20  Suburban Mutt, at 24210 Westheimer 
Parkway in Cinco Ranch, celebrates 
its first anniversary in April. The store 
carries all-natural food and treats for 
cats and dogs as well as toys and other 
pet-related items. On-site groomers use 
all-natural shampoo and hand dry pets 
before sending them home. 281-574-4440. 
www.suburbanmutt.com.

In the News

Katy ISD has been ranked second 
among large school districts in the 
Center for Digital Education and 
National School Boards Association’s 
10th anniversary Digital School Districts 
Survey. The survey showcases districts 
that excel at using technology to govern 
their respective school districts, to 
communicate with students, parents and 
the community and to improve district 
operations. This is the district’s second 
year to be ranked second in the nation in 
the survey.

The Harris County Flood Control 
District  is overseeing construction on 
the Kluge Stormwater Detention Basin. 
The 146-acre basin, located just north of 
Little Cypress Creek between Kluge Road 
and Longwood Trace Drive, is designed 
to reduce flooding in Little Cypress 
Creek and the Cypress Creek watersheds 
of Northwest Houston. Construction is 
expected to be complete this spring on 
the project. 

News or questions about Katy? 
E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Jordan Gribble

Rose Royce Antiques sells American and  
European furniture among other antiques.

8

Suburban Mutt sells all-natural pet food and other 
items and celebrates its first anniversary in April.
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Elite Volleyball will hold volleyball training sessions 
and summer camps when it opens in June.
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Four acclaimed homebuilders – Coventry Homes, David Weekley 
Homes, J. Kyle Homes and Palmetto Homes – have captured the 
charm of simpler times with their neo-traditional home designs 
in Liberty Branch in the Village of Creekside Park.  The homes 
range from townhomes, attached patio homes to large single-
family homes, priced from the $300s - $1 million.

TOUR ALL 8 MODEL HOMES 
BETWEEN APRIL 19 - MAY 3
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A CHANCE 

TO WIN ONE OF THREE
$500 AMERICAN EXPRESS 

GIFT CARDS

MODEL HOME HOURS: 
Monday – Saturday, 10AM – 6PM  Sunday: Noon – 6PM

$500 AMERICAN EXPRESS 
GIFT CARDS

MODEL HOME HOURS: 
Monday – Saturday, 10AM – 6PM  Sunday: Noon – 6PM

COVENTRY HOMES 
From the $580s

J KYLE HOMES 
From the $430s

New homes from the $300s to $1 million • 281-719-6333 • TheWoodlands.com/LibertyBranch
TAKE I-45 TO WOODLANDS PARKWAY, GO WEST ON WOODLANDS PARKWAY TO THE INFORMATION CENTER.

Homes within The Woodlands are constructed and sold by builders not affiliated with The Woodlands Development Company (TWDC) or any of its affiliates, companies or partnerships. Neither TWDC nor any of its 
affiliated companies or partnerships guarantees or warrants the obligations of, or construction by, such builders. Prices and specifications subject to change. Membership fees may be required. * Receive your Home Tour 
Card at any of the Liberty Branch models. The card may be returned at any of the models or at The Woodlands Information Center. All cards must be received by Monday, May 4, 2015 to be eligible for the drawings. 4/15A Division of The Howard Hughes Corporation®

ENJOY YOUR PICNIC AT LIBERTY SQUARE PARK 
IN THE VILLAGE OF CREEKSIDE PARK 
while listening to some hometown music.  A variety of food trucks 
will be available to purchase meals.

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIESSUNDAY CONCERT SERIES

SUNDAYS 
NOON-6PM

FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE RIDES on Sundays from Creekside Forest Drive. Visit website for more information.

LIBERTY SQUARE PARK: 66 Liberty Branch Blvd., The Woodlands, TX, 77389 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO LIBERTY BRANCH: Take I-45 to Woodlands Parkway and 
travel west to Kuykendahl Road. Turn left on Kuykendahl and travel south to Creek-
side Forest Drive. Turn left on Creekside Forest and travel east until you reach the 
Liberty Branch entrance at Liberty Branch Blvd. Park on Creekside Forest Drive and 
board a FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE (Sundays only) to Liberty Square Park.

ENJOY YOUR PICNIC AT LIBERTY SQUARE PARK 
IN THE VILLAGE OF CREEKSIDE PARK 
while listening to some hometown music.  A variety of food trucks 
will be available to purchase meals.

PALMETTO HOMES 
From the $300s

DAVID WEEKLEY HOMES 
From the $580s

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIESSUNDAY CONCERT SERIES

SUNDAYS 
NOON-6PM

LIBERTY SQUARE PARK: 66 Liberty Branch Blvd., The Woodlands, TX, 77389 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO LIBERTY BRANCH: Take I-45 to Woodlands Parkway and 
travel west to Kuykendahl Road. Turn left on Kuykendahl and travel south to Creek-
side Forest Drive. Turn left on Creekside Forest and travel east until you reach the 
Liberty Branch entrance at Liberty Branch Blvd. Park on Creekside Forest Drive and 
board a FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE (Sundays only) to Liberty Square Park.

FREE RED, ROCK & BLUES SHUTTLE RIDES on Sundays from Creekside Forest Drive. Visit website for more information.

TOUR ALL 8 MODEL HOMES 
BETWEEN APRIL 19 - MAY 3
TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A CHANCE 

TO WIN ONE OF THREE

APRIL 19  NOBODY’S FOOL 
  COUNTRY/VARIETY 

APRIL 26  THE COPPERTONES 
  BLUES/VARIETY/ROCK & ROLL 

 MAY 3 GARY MICHAEL 
  DAHL BAND 
  BLUES/VARIETY/TOP 40

APRIL 19  NOBODY’S FOOL 
  COUNTRY/VARIETY 

APRIL 26  THE COPPERTONES 
  BLUES/VARIETY/ROCK & ROLL 

 MAY 3 GARY MICHAEL 
  DAHL BAND 
  BLUES/VARIETY/TOP 40

BANDS WILL PERFORM FROM 2-4PMBANDS WILL PERFORM FROM 2-4PM

SUNDAY CONCERT SERIESSUNDAY CONCERT SERIES
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Segway Outback

How to ride a Segway
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Segway Outback
Vehicles challenge customers in obstacle courses

B ryce Brooks’ family has worked 
in the field of indoor entertain-
ment since 2007 when they 

opened the first of 16 Jump Street indoor 
trampoline park locations, which span 
from Denver to Atlanta. One of those 
locations is in Katy Mills. When it came 
to expanding the family business in 
December 2013, Brooks decided to open 
Segway Outback, a new entertainment 
concept in Katy. 

The 30,000-square-foot arena of Segway 
obstacle courses, is the first of its kind in 
America, Brooks said. The company chose 
Katy for its first location because of the 
city’s rapid pace of growth.

 “This place gives normal, ordinary 
people the opportunity to come in and 
experience what it’s like to ride a Seg-
way,” he said.

For those unfamiliar with personal 
transportation vehicles, Brooks said that 
riding a Segway is unlike riding any 
other vehicle. Using patented technology, 
riders stand on the two-wheeled trans-
porters and control the Segway with only 
the movement of their bodies.  

“It’s a feeling of gliding,” Brooks said. 
“It’s pretty unique in the fact that there’s 
no gas or breaks, it’s all in your body 
movement. It’s almost like it’s reading 
your mind and knows what you want to 
do next. It’s a cool technology.”

When customers arrive at the business 
they are given a quick tutorial on the 
vehicle before trying their hand at the 

arena’s obstacle courses, Brooks said.
“We bring them out to this training 

area and get them comfortable,” he 
said. “A lot of people, when they first 
get on a Segway, they think they have 
to balance themselves like they would 
on a unicycle. After a couple of min-
utes they realize the machine balances 
for them. It goes from being a really 
unnatural feeling to being totally intui-
tive. It’s neat to see people be uneasy at 
first and then a few minutes later feel 
totally comfortable.”

Once patrons have acclimated them-
selves to riding a Segway, they ride their 
way through nine obstacle courses.

“They can weave in and out of pendu-
lums or around barrels, [or] go through 
a speed course and ride up and down 
ramps,” Brooks said.

Customers can pay for their Seg-
way rides in 30-minute increments on 
weekends or in 15-minute increments on 
weekdays. Segways are also available for 
24-hour rental and purchase.

Brooks said the business has attracted 
Segway enthusiasts and novices alike since 
its opening, prompting his family to open a 
second Segway Outback location within a 
Jump Street in Atlanta.

“One person will come by and try it, 
and they’ll love it and want to show all 
of their friends and family because it’s 
so unique,” he said. “We’re definitely 
becoming an entertainment destination 
with a lot of repeat customers.”

BUSINESS

5000 Katy Mills Circle, Ste. 745, Katy
281-644-4414
www.segwayoutback.com
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.,
Fri.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Sun.: 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Owner Bryce Brooks opened Segway Outback in 
December 2013.

Segway Outback is part of the Jump Street family 
of entertainment businesses.

The staff at Segway Outback provide first-time 
customers with a Segway riding training session.

Obstacle courses at Segway Outback include 
obstacles such as timed trials and ramps.

Segway Outback stats

By Jordan Gribble

December 2013

1st

8  miles per 
hour 9 obstacle 

courses

Opened in Part of the Jump 
Street family of 

businesses that has  

throughout the U.S.
Segways travel at 

indoor Segway park in America

16 locations

To move 
forward, shift 
your weight to 
your toes.

To increase 
your speed 
lean farther 
forward.

To reverse, shift 
your weight to 
your heels.

To turn left or 
right, lean your 
body in either 
direction.

To stop, shift 
your body to 
the center of 
the vehicle.

KELLER WILLIAMS PREMIER 

5K RUN/WALK 
Benefitting 

              Join us for the 3rd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk 

                Saturday, May 30, 2015    —   8am-11am 
                        Villagio Town Center, Katy, TX 77450 

    For more information or to donate/register, visit www.kwpremier5k.com 
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sigtheater.com

Spring Clearance Sale!
Enabling All Families & Friends to Share Priceless Times Together, 

One Game Room at a Time.

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  Austin • DAllAs • Houston • sAn Antonio

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, TX 77477
281-494-4567 billiArDfActory.com

8TH ANNUAL

Fun for the entire family!   
Saturday, May 2nd, 10am - 5pm,  Oak Meadow Park

Attractions include world-class roaming entertainment, stage performances from Birds of 
Prey and Crocodile Encounter, an exotic petting zoo, pony rides and more.

Bridgeland is honored to welcome

Jack Hanna
to Nature Fest this year! 

While admission and most activities are free of charge, a few require 
a small donation to participate. A portion of the proceeds will benefit 

Habitat for Humanity Northwest Harris County.
Nature Fest celebrates the great outdoors and the careful consideration Bridgeland gives

 to the environment and wildlife found in and around the 11,400-acre, nature-based community.

For more information, call Bridgeland at 281-304-5588 or visit bridgeland.com/naturefest
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MidPoint Bar + Eatery
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Mid-Point Bar + Eatery owner Zach Kuru mixes up a wide range of cocktails behind the bar.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Jo
ce

ly
n 

K
er

r

MidPoint Bar + Eatery
Light dining meets an extensive cocktail menu 

Z ach Kuru kicked the cold Boston 
weather and moved his family 
to Katy in 2012. The restaura-

teur owned a popular coffee shop and 
a high-end baby store up in Boston’s 
South End, but he said he sold both 
shops after a vacation to visit friends 
in Houston in 2011.  

“When my landlord [in Boston] asked 
me if I wanted to buy a parking space 
for $60,000, I knew it was time to leave 
and come to a city like Katy where you 
can buy a house and run a business,” 
Kuru said. 

He opened MidPoint Bar + Eatery in 
2013, purchasing the restaurant from a 
friend when it was known as the Drix 
Wine Bar. Located in the Gardens at 
Westgreen shopping center on I-10 and 
Westgreen Boulevard, the MidPoint Bar 
+ Eatery features a light menu of flat-
bread pizzas, gourmet sandwiches, salads 
and tapas-style “small plate” appetizers. 

The restaurant is known more for a 
rotating list of cocktails with names 
ranging from the Scoobie Snack to the 
El Diablo. Kuru said he tries to rotate 
drinks every three months to keep the 
menu fresh. He also makes his own san-
gria each day in a large glass serving jar 
on the bar. There are 60 to 70 wines avail-
able and more than 30 craft beers either 
on tap or in bottles, Kuru said. 

“Our best seller [is a cocktail with a 
racy name] made with Hornitos tequila, 

Grand Marnier [orange liqueur] and sour 
mix,” Kuru said. 

For summer, Kuru said he serves up 
adult milkshakes spiked with alcohol 
and blended with thick ice cream in a 
traditional milkshake blender.  

Despite the restaurant’s upscale 
urban decor, Kuru said MidPoint fea-
tures a laid-back atmosphere, especially 
on Fridays when local musicians set up 
in the corner of the restaurant. 

“It’s a casual place,” Kuru said. 
“Teachers come here, they have a drink 
or two and hang out. We have people in 
the afternoon set up with their laptops 
to work.”

The restaurant opens at 3 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and offers free Wi-Fi. 
Kuru said afternoon patrons generally 
choose tapas-style appetizers, such as 
hummus or truffle oil fries, to snack on 
with their beverages.

“Our most popular dish for dinner 
would be the flatbreads, and we get a 
lot of people coming in for cocktails or 
drinks after dinner, especially when live 
music is playing,” Kuru said.

Flatbreads serve one or two people 
and can be ordered with options such as 
pulled pork, barbecue chicken, Mar-
gherita and Mediterranean. Kuru said 
the gourmet hot dog is a crowd favorite 
he brought down with him from Boston.

“We serve an all-natural Angus dog 
with a side of truffle oil fries,” he said.  

DINING

20920 I-10, Katy
281-829-3749
www.midpointbar.com
Hours: Mon.-Thu.: 3–11 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.: 3 p.m.–2 a.m.

More than 30 craft beers are available on tap or 
in the bottle. 

Spinach and artichoke dip ($7) is one of the 
restaurant’s popular appetizers. 

A rotating variety of local brews are available 
on tap.

The Lemon Blossom can be ordered as a shot 
($7) or a cocktail ($9).

Tapas-style appetizers include Tuscan hummus 
with flatbread ($7).

By Jocelyn Kerr

• COCKTAILS TO TRY •

•  CROWD FAVORITES •

$9 each

• French Kiss martini
• Rio Blanco
• Lone Star Sour 

• Chocolate rum rum
• Poison Apple

• Grilled chicken flatbread with 
spinach and artichoke spread, feta 
cheese and tomatoes ($9)

• Cuban pork sandwich with Dijon 
mustard, dill pickles and melted 
mozzarella ($8)

• Parmesan flatbread with prosciutto, 
pesto, mozzarella and tomatoes ($10) 

• Ham and Gruyere cheese sandwich 
with tomato and Dijon mustard ($7)

www.TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com
Jamie@TheJamieMcMartinGroup.com

281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* out of 249 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
4 YEARS IN A ROW!
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westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Katy Freeway

S. Peek Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Westpark Tollway

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Serving 
the Katy 
Richmond 

Area

NOW HIRING 
Registered Nurses and Therapist 

Accepting adult and senior patients. 
Accepting Medicare and Private Insurance

Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 

G
rand

 Parkw
ay



Katy Edition • April 2015 13

Bartlett Rd.

P
itts R

d
.

   
   

   
   

   
   

  K
at

y 
Fl

ew
ell

en
 R

d.

Ro
es

ne
r R

d.

S
. F

ry
 Rd

.

Katy

F
ry R

d
.

Franz Rd.
G

aston  R
d.

K
at

y 
Fu

ls
he

ar
 R

d.

 M
aso

n
 R

d
.

Highland Knolls  D r.

                           C olonial Pkwy.

Morton Rd.

K
aty F

o
rt B

e
n

d
 R

d
.

K
aty H

o
ckl e

y R
d

. 
 

A
ve. D

Park Row Dr.

S
. M

aso
n

 R
d

.

  C

in c o Ranch Blvd.

   
    Falco

n 
La

n
d

in
g 

Ln
.

P
in

 O
a

k R
d

.

3

1

2

99

90

99
TOLL

10

Map not to scale

1463

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Jordan Gribble

1   New road along First Street
Construction for a new road along First Street was approved by Katy City Council in January 
and began April 8. The new two-lane concrete roadway along First Street will stretch from 
the newly constructed Cane Island Parkway to the Houston Lighting & Power Co. railroad 
crossing on the east side of Katy.

Timeline: April 8-early July
Cost: $566,851
Funding sources: Katy Development Authority (via Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 
County funds)

2   Morton Road widening
The design phase of the Morton Road 
widening project is stalled while a drainage 
study is completed. Once the drainage study 
is complete, the design phase of the project 
is set to begin. Once complete the project will 
expand Morton Road to four 12-foot-wide 
lanes with a 5-foot-wide concrete sidewalk 
along one side of the road from Katy Hockley 
Cut Off Road to Pitts Road. The city owns all 
necessary rights of way for the project. 

Timeline: TBD
Cost: $10.4 million
Funding sources: city of Katy

Project update

3   Franz Road Extension
The extension of Franz Road from Avenue D to 
Bartlett Road in Katy is in the development 
phase as the city attempts to get the 
necessary rights of way for the project. Phase 
1 of construction will extend the road from 
Avenue D to the newly constructed Cane 
Island Parkway. Phase 2 will continue the 
expansion to Bartlett. The project is expected 
to be complete in fall 2015.

Timeline: December 2014-Fall 2015.
Cost: $4.5 million
Funding sources: city of Katy (via METRO 
funds), private landowners and developers.
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We can take care of that.  
Bring your teen to Teen Day.
We’ll show them how to save for the things they want and need, 
how bank accounts work, how to make the most of mobile banking, 
how to pay for college, and lots more. And we’ll answer all of their, 
and your, questions. It’s a great way to prepare your teen for the 
financial realities ahead. We look forward to meeting you. 

Join us for Teen Day on Saturday, April 25, 
2015. Visit your nearest Wells Fargo location 
to learn more.

© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1244558_14561) 

1244558_14561 

10x6.04 

4C

“ My teen is totally  
ready for the real world.”

— Said no parent ever

1244558_14561 10x6.04 4C.indd   1 3/30/15   1:47 PM
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CITY & SCHOOL
News from the city of Katy and Katy ISD Compiled by Jordan Gribble

Katy ISD Board passes resolution calling for  
the repeal of state high-stakes testing

Katy City Council 
hires design firm for 
arboretum projectKATY ISD The Katy ISD board of 

trustees unanimously passed a resolution    
supporting legislation calling for the 
elimination of state-mandated high-stakes 
testing at its regular meeting March 30. 

Though local school boards do not have 
authority over the administration of state-
mandated testing, the board has thrown 
its support behind several bills introduced 
by legislators in the Texas 84th Legislative 
Session that would eliminate the tests.

If passed, tests mandated by federal 
legislation like the No Child Left Behind 
Act would still be used.

KISD board of trustees Vice President 
Henry Dibrell said at the meeting that if 
the legislation is passed it would enable 
teachers within KISD and across the state 
to have more instruction time.

“All of our students test very well [on 
state-mandated tests],” Dibrell said. “We 
hear year after year how well our students 
do on these standardized tests, but we lose 
so much instructional time because we 
test every kid every year regardless of their 
scores the previous year.”

The resolution also calls for state-
funded local assessments in lieu of the 

high-stakes tests it hopes to repeal. If 
enacted, these local assessments would 
provide detailed diagnostics that could 
assist students in their learning, but they 
would not be considered high stakes 
or have any bearing on school board 
accountability ratings, said Bryan Michal-
sky, KISD board of trustees president.

“In the beginning, the whole account-
ability system was intended to be a 
diagnostic so that no child would gradu-
ate with deficiencies,” Michalsky said at 
the meeting. “Somewhere along the way, 
[officials] attached an accountability rat-
ing and [the tests] got away from assess-
ing and diagnosing to playing a game.”

The resolution’s passage is only the first 
step in getting legislation on the issue 
passed, said Joe Adams, KISD board of 
trustees member.

“We cannot just adopt this resolution 
and send it to Austin in the hope that 
someone would do something about it,” 
Adams said during the meeting. “Each 
and everyone of us has to make calls, 
write letters and go to Austin and testify 
to the House Education Committee 
about this matter.”

KATY At its regular meeting on March 
23, Katy City Council approved a mea-
sure that will allow the city’s first arbore-
tum to enter the design phase.

The measure authorized the city to 
enter into an agreement with Burditt 
Consultants, who will be in charge of 
designing the 3-acre arboretum to be 
built within Katy City Park.

Brad Barnes, director of the Parks 
and Recreation Department for the 
city of Katy, said the hiring of Burditt 
Consultants was the first step in begin-
ning construction on the project which 
began with a $20,000 contribution from 
CenterPoint Energy in October 2014.

“CenterPoint already contributed 
[its] funding, [we were] waiting on the 

council to approve a contract with the 
consultant. The next step is to start mov-
ing things around there,” he said.

The design phase of the project will 
likely take three to four months. Con-
struction is slated to begin on the arbo-
retum in the fall when conditions are 
optimal for planting, Barnes said.

Once complete the arboretum will be 
filled with native trees and plants along 
with informational signage, Barnes said.

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on April 27.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Katy ISD
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on April 27.

6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
www.katyisd.org

Meetings

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

Arboretum location

Katy City Park
5750 Franz Road, Katy

Franz Rd.
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Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned residential and urban mixed-use communities in the United States from coast-to-coast. 
Together with our partner, North America Sekisui House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities for people  
to live life in ways that matter most to them. www.newlandcommunities.com and www.nashcommunities.com

NNP II-Cinco West LP and Terrabrook Cinco Ranch Southwest GP, LLC (“Fee Owner”) is the owner and developer of the Cinco Ranch Community (“Community”). Certain homebuilders unaffiliated with the Fee Owner or its related entities (collectively, “Cinco 
Ranch”) are building homes in the Community (“Builder(s)”).  Fee Owner has retained Newland Communities solely as the property manager for the Community.  North America Sekisui House has an interest in one of the members in Owner.  Newland 

Communities and North America Sekisui House are not co-developing, co-building or otherwise responsible for any of the obligations or representations of any of the Builders, and shall have no obligations to any buyer regarding a home purchase 
from a Builder. Purchasers of homes from any of the Builders waive any claims against Newland Communities and/or North America Sekisui House arising out of their purchase transaction. Prices, specifications, details and availability of Builder’s 
homes are subject to change without notice. 2015 © Cinco Ranch. All Rights Reserved.

11 Pools • 50+ Parks • 21 Schools 
17 Tennis Courts

9 Home Builders • 12 Model Homes

From waterslides to picnics to flag 

football, you’re in your element at 

Cinco Ranch. With so much to offer, 

it’s no wonder Cinco remains one  

of the top communities in the nation.  

CINCORANCH.com

Discover instant chemistry
with Cinco.
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From the $300,000s  
to over $1 million

New Patio Homes and 
Single-Family Homes

All the elements of a fun life  
in one neighborhood.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Full House, Senate begin hearing legislation
Texas lawmakers filed more than 6,300 

bills for the 84th Legislature before the 
March 13 bill-filing deadline, according to 
the Legislative Reference Library of Texas.

That March 13 deadline represented 
the first 60 calendar days of the session in 
which the Senate and House could file any 
number of bills but only take action on 

emergency items declared by Gov. Greg 
Abbott. The governor made those declara-
tions Feb. 17 on early education, higher 
education, border security, transportation 
and ethics.

With the 60-day deadline passed, the 
full House and Senate may take action on 
any bill.

By Amy Denney
A bill authored by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, would prohibit 

the state or a railroad company from using eminent domain—
possessing land deemed necessary for public purposes—for high-
speed rail projects.

The Texas Senate Committee on Transportation approved SB 1601 
by a vote of 5-4 during its April 8 meeting. The bill next goes to the 
full Senate for consideration.

The bill additionally clarifies the definition of high-speed rail to 
mean intercity passenger rail that reaches speeds of 110 mph.

“Exercising eminent domain is controversial especially when you’re discussing private 
companies,” Kolkhorst said. 

The bill comes after the Texas Central Railway proposed to build a 294-mile railway from 
Dallas to Houston using Japanese technology to achieve speeds of 185 mph. TCR might 
use eminent domain to acquire right of way for the project. TCR Chairman and CEO Richard 
Lawless said the project would not use government subsidies, grants or other funding.

On March 26 the House approved HB 80 on final reading with a vote of 104-39 to 
ban texting while driving statewide. Members approved several amendments, such as 
exempting texting while driving when completely stopped and exempting law enforcement 
during an emergency.

“The main thing is we need to say it is a safety issue in the state,” said Rep. Tom 
Craddick, R-Midland, who authored the bill. “Driving is a privilege, not a right.”

By Kelli Weldon
Numerous education bills are being considered, with subjects ranging from school 

funding to e-cigarette bans.
A bill that directs the Texas Education Agency commissioner to give schools A-F 

performance ratings, SB 6, passed the Senate on March 31. The Senate Committee on 
Education chairman, Larry Taylor, R-Friendswood, filed SB 6.

On March 26 the Senate committee heard support for and opposition to bills including 
school choice bill SB 276, which Sen. Donna Campbell, R-New Braunfels, said would create 
a “taxpayer savings grant” to cover some students’ private school costs.

The Senate passed SB 149, which would establish committees to determine if students 
who pass classes but fail standardized tests can graduate, and it awaits a House Committee 
on Public Education discussion. Also slated for consideration by the committee is HB 4, filed 
by Rep. Dan Huberty, R-Houston, which outlines a “high-quality” statewide pre-K program.

By Jennifer Curington
Campus safety and funding are two priorities for most 

university and college campuses in Texas for this session.
The Senate passed SB 11 to allow a person with a 

concealed handgun license to carry his firearm on university 
and college campuses throughout the state. Proponents 
of the bill say it will increase safety on campuses, but 
opponents say it could open the door for more violence. 
Many university and college administration members, 
including those at The University of Texas at Austin, have 
voiced concern and asked the measure not be put into law.

The House version of the bill did not make it out of its assigned committees, and the 
House will vote instead on the Senate version.

Different bills in the Senate and House pertaining to research funding are waiting to 
be heard in front of the full floor of their respective chambers after making it through 
the committee process. SB 44 would allow grants or gifted funding to be used for 
undergraduate research and undergraduate financial aid instead of only graduate programs. 
HB 495 continues a funding program that assists nursing research programs with grant 
money until 2019.

TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Olivieri
As of March 31 the House Committee on 

Economic & Small Business Development has 
met eight times to discuss proposed legislation. 

A key topic so far this session has been 
revising the Major Events Trust Fund, which 
uses state and local taxes to pay for the cost 
of hosting special events such as Super Bowls 
and basketball championships. 

Following testimony, HB 900—a bill that 
would make ESPN, NASCAR and Ultimate 
Fighting Championship events eligible to 
receive funding from the events fund—passed 
through the committee March 13. The bill was 
discussed March 26 and tabled.

Three bills—HB 1318, HB 1440 and HB 2074—are pending in committee. The bills 
would make presidential general election debates, the Elite Rodeo Association World 
Championships and the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association final event eligible for 
METF funds.

 As of March 31 the Senate Committee on Business & Commerce has met five times to 
discuss proposed legislation. 

SB 641 would attach a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per violation to anyone who violates 
a section of the Finance Code related to debit and stored-value card surcharges. Following 
testimony, the bill passed through committee March 23 and awaits action by the full Senate.

The committee was slated to discuss three bills—SB 335, SB 336 and SB 337—related to 
government entities’ ability to obtain information, documents and records. 

ECONOMY AND SMALL BUSINESS

PUBLIC EDUCATION

By Lyndsey Taylor 
The Senate’s Health & Human Services Committee met April 8 and 

discussed several bills related to mental health.
SB 1881, which relates to decision-making agreements for certain 

adults with disabilities, left the committee pending. The bill, authored by 
Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, provides a less restrictive alternative to 
guardianship and aims to support the independence of Texans who are 
elderly and persons with disabilities, according to Zaffirini’s statement 
of intent for the bill. Currently, persons with disabilities are placed into 
guardianship before making their own decisions about their lives, such 
as where the adult wants to live and what kind of health care they want to receive, Zaffirini 
said. The bill proposes an alternative to guardianship called a “decision-making agreement,” 
which is an informal, voluntary agreement that does not require court involvement. If passed, 
the bill would allow the agreement to be terminated by either party at any time, according to 
the statement of intent. 

At the meeting, Senators discussed SB 1889 at length. The bill, which left the committee 
pending, is related to the disclosure and use of information in the central registry of child 
abuse and neglect cases in the Department of Family and Protective Services. Currently, some 
parents of children with behavioral or mental health disorders relinquish parental rights to Child 
Protective Services as a last resort to provide mental health care to their children when parents 
cannot afford the cost, Zaffirini said. When parents relinquish their rights, they are placed on 
Texas’ abuse and neglect registry. Zaffirini heavily advocated for the bill and said parents who 
relinquish rights to solely provide mental health services for their children are “loving.”

DFPS can access and use the information in the registry to perform background checks 
and is required to make the information available to agencies including hospitals, clinics, 
schools and local child services agencies. Because of this, persons in the registry may be 
bared from employment in any of these agencies.

HEALTH CARE

HIGHER EDUCATION

Sen. Lois Kolkhorst

The House Committee on Economic & Small 
Business Development meets March 26.

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_kty and search for 
#CITxLege or visit impactnews.com
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• Concealed handguns would be 
allowed on the grounds and in 
buildings owned by a college or 
university.

• Rules can be established in 
regard to storing the handguns 
on grounds but cannot prevent 
licensed individuals from carry-
ing a concealed weapon.

By Leslee Bassman
The House passed HJR 8 by a vote of 142-2 and HB 8 by a vote of 143-2 on April 

7. Representatives Senfronia Thompson, D-Houston, and Toni Rose, D-Dallas, voted 
against both measures that relate to the state’s rainy day fund, a savings account used to 
accumulate any money that is accrued from a revenue shortfall. This account is capped at 
10 percent of the general fund budget from the previous year and the overage beyond the 
10 percent is currently deposited back into the general fund.

By passing HJR8 and HB8 together, the House will be able to use the rainy day funds 
in excess of that cap—with voter approval—to pay down the state debt early instead of 
depositing the money into the general fund, Rep. Trey Martinez Fischer, D-San Antonio, 
said. 

“The reason I came up with the [early] retirement [of state debt] was [because] we had 
funded a lot of transportation in this state over the last several biennia with borrowed 
money,” said Rep. John Otto, R-Dayton, who filed the bills. “This gives us the option to 
early retire [the debt] when it’s eligible to be called.”

The state funds needed to create an excess, or spillover, are about $4 billion, he said. 
If the rainy day fund is tapped for some reason, the date that the spillover will occur is 
pushed back because the balance must be rebuilt back up to more than 10 percent of the 
total fund revenue, he said.

Otto said that if the state’s economy does not perform to the same extent as it has for 
the past two years, the rainy day fund could be tapped next session.

“If members looked at the history of why that fund was established, it’s there for a 
hurricane or natural disaster,” Otto said. “That’s true, it’s [been] there for that but the 

BUDGET

Sen. Judith Zaffirini

CAMPUS CARRY RULES

During this legislative session, Community Impact Newspaper is reporting on bills and funding 
for the state on budget, economy and small business, transportation, public education, higher 
education, health care and more. All information on this page is current as of April 1, 2015.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

UPDATES FROM YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR KATY

SEN. PAUL BETTENCOURT • DISTRICT 7

R-Houston

Elected: 2014

512-463-0107

paul.bettencourt@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Co-authored SB 515 to increase the 

residence homestead exemption to 
$30,000 and reduce the limitation of taxes 
imposed by a school district on elderly 
or disabled people. The bill was referred 
Feb. 11 to the Senate Finance Committee.

• Co-authored SB 11 to permit license 
holders to carry concealed handguns 
on higher education campuses and 
provide criminal penalty for violations. 
The bill was passed by the Senate and 
sent to the House on March 20. 

Tomball

45

610

10

Conroe

SEN. JOAN HUFFMAN • DISTRICT 17

610

6288

Bay 
City

Pearland

R-Houston

Elected: 2008

512-463-0117

joan.huffman@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Filed SB 183 to impose a criminal 

penalty on those who violate the civil 
rights of imprisoned individuals by 
engaging in forced sexual activity. The 
bill was considered during a public 
hearing March 31. 

• Filed SB 173 to criminalize the use 
of synthetic cannabinoids and other 
designer drugs. SB 173 was approved 
by the Texas Senate March 24 and is 
awaiting action in the Texas House of 
Representatives.

SEN. LOIS KOLKHORST • DISTRICT 18

59

10

45Round
Rock

Bay
City

R-Brenham

Elected: 2014

512-463-0118

lois.kolkhorst@senate.state.tx.us

Top bills filed:
• Co-authored SB 438 to prohibit public 

funds from being used to enforce some 
federal or international laws regulating 
firearms, accessories and ammunition 
within Texas. The bill was referred to the 
State Affairs Committee on Feb. 10.

• Co-authored Senate Joint Resolution 
28 to reduce the amount of taxes that 
can be imposed on elderly or disabled 
people as part of homestead exemption. 
The bill was referred to the Senate 
Finance Committee on Feb. 11.

REP. CECIL BELL • DISTRICT 3

R-Magnolia

Elected: 2012

512-463-0650

cecil.bell@house.
state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Co-authored 

HB 460, which 
would allow 
search warrants  
to be issued 
for blood tests 
for intoxication 
charges. The bill was left pending in 
the House Criminal Jurisprudence 
Committee since March 18.

• Authored HB 1745, which states no state 
or local governmental employee may be 
compelled to recognize a marriage or 
grant or enforce a marriage license that 
violates a personal religious belief. The 
bill was left pending in the House State 
Affairs Committee since March 25.

10

45
Magnolia

290Waller

REP. JOHN ZERWAS • DISTRICT 28

R-Simonton

Elected: 2006

512-463-0657

john.zerwas@
house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Co-authored 

HB 658 to 
create a Texas 
State Technical 
College System   
campus in Fort 
Bend County. 
The committee report was sent to 
Calendars on March 17.

• Authored HB 1992 to increase 
acceptance of Advanced Placement 
credits at public universities and 
colleges. The bill moved to the Higher 
Education committee April 6.

• Co-authored HB 1874 to create a 
Palliative Care Interdisciplinary Advisory 
Council; moved to committee March 11.

59

99

10

Austin

Wharton

Waller

Katy
10

6

290

REP. MIKE SCHOFIELD • DISTRICT 132

R-Katy

Elected: 2014

512-463-0528

mike.schofield@house.state.tx.us

Top bills filed: 
• Authored HB 1091 to create a special 

three-judge district court. The bill 
was referred to the Judiciary & Civil 
Jurisprudence Committee on March 4.

• Authored HB 3543 to create a Public 
Integrity Prosecutions Committee and 
Office of Public Integrity Prosecutions. 
The committee would prosecute public 
administration officials for ethics and 
fraud offenses. The bill was referred to 
the General Investigating and Ethics 
Committee on March 20. 

SEN. HUBERT VO • DISTRICT 149

D-Houston

Elected: 2004

512-463-0568

hubert.vo@house.
state.tx.us

Recent activity: 
• Authored 

HB 10 which 
pertains to 
the criminal 
and civil 
consequences 
of human 
trafficking and prostitution.

• Co-authored HB 61 which would create 
a common course numbering system 
for Texas universities and community 
colleges.

• Co-authored HB 562 which outlines 
proper forms of voting identification for 
people 65 and older.

Sugar
Land

SAM HOUSTON

10

6

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and communityimpact.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_kty—for Katy 
news, and throughout the legislative session search for 
#CITxLege for coverage that matters to you.

Call
Need to Remodel Your Kitchen or Bath?

FREE Consultation
Experienced Professionals.

for a 
with 

Additional Services: Painting • Retexturing • Hardware • Tile Work • Cabinetry

(713) 422-2209

HM-Houston.com

RECENT TWEETS
FROM ACROSS THE STATE

Community Impact - Northwest Austin @impactnews_nwa 
Texas Senate transpo committee discussing SB1601 to 
remove state’s ability to exercise eminent domain for high-
speed rail #TxLege #CITxLege

Community Impact - Northwest Austin @impactnews_nwa 
#TxLege House approves 2nd reading of #HB80 by vote of 
102-40 to ban texting while driving in Texas #CITxLege

Community Impact - Northwest Austin @impactnews_nwa 
Rep. @AllenFletcher now supports bill b/c son works for DPS, 
witnessed more accidents for texting than DUI/DWI #HB80 
#TxLege #CITxLege

#CITxLege
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2015
ELECTION GUIDE IMPORTANT DATES

ELECTION DAY: MAY 9, 2015

First day of in-person early voting: April 27
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): April 30
Last day of in-person early voting: May 5

POLLING LOCATIONS
Registered voters in Fort Bend, Harris, and Waller 
counties can cast their ballot at any voting center 
within their respective county during early voting 
and on election day.

FORT BEND COUNTY

Beck Junior High
5200 S. Fry Road, Katy
Cinco Ranch High School
23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
City of Katy Municipal Building
910 Avenue C, Katy
Seven Lakes High School
9251 S. Fry Road, Katy
Shafer Elementary
5150 Ranch Point Drive, Katy

HARRIS COUNTY

Bear Creek Elementary
4815 Hickory Downs, Houston
City of Katy Municipal Building
910 Avenue C, Katy
Katy Municipal Court Building
5432 Franz Road, Katy
Maurice Wolfe Elementary School
502 Addicks-Howell, Houston
Mayde Creek High School
19202 Groschke Road, Houston
Memorial Parkway Junior High School
21203 Highland Knolls, Katy
Morton Ranch High School
21000 Franz Road, Katy
Pattison Elementary School
19910 Stonelodge Drive, Katy

WALLER COUNTY

City of Katy Municipal Building
910 Avenue C, Katy
Katy Municipal Court Building
5432 Franz Road, Katy

Compiled by Jordan Gribble l *Incumbent

DESIGN BY SHAWN EPPS

FOR MORE INFO
For more information and follow-up on the elections, 
visit impactnews.com/vote-houston-metro.

The general and special elections included in this 
guide will be on ballots in the communities covered
by Community Impact Newspaper’s Katy edition.

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-HOUSTON-METRO

VOTER ID REQUIREMENTS*

When voting in person, Texas voters are required to present one of seven specific 
forms of photo identification before they may cast their ballot. Under Senate Bill 14, 
which was passed by the Texas Legislature in 2011 but did not take effect until a 
June 25, 2013, decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, voters must present one of the 
following forms of identification to vote: 

• Texas driver’s license
• Texas personal ID card issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety
• Texas concealed handgun license issued by DPS
• U.S. military ID card with photo
• U.S. certificate of citizenship or U.S. certificate of naturalization showing photo
• U.S. passport book or card
• Election ID certificate (EIC) 
 
 

With the exception of the U.S. citizenship certificate, the identification must be 
current or have expired no more than 60 days before being presented for voter 
qualification at the polling location. To obtain a free EIC, voters will need to show 
documents proving citizenship and identity. For most Texans, that means their birth 
certificate and two supporting documents, including:

• Social Security card
• Voter registration card
• School records
• Medicare or Medicaid card
• ID card issued by a government agency
• Expired Texas ID

In almost every circumstance, voters voting by mail do not need to provide a photo ID. 
Furthermore, eligible voters age 65 and older and those with disabilities qualify for 
ballot by mail.

www.votetexas.gov, www.fortbendcountytx.gov, www.harrisvotes.com, www.co.waller.tx.us 
*Information updated as of March 11. Texas’ voter photo ID requirements are subject to change. Visit www.texas.gov for any updates.

RESOURCES

KATY ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATE PROFILES

A graduate 
of Katy High 
School, 
Charles Griffin 
attended the 
United States 
Air Force 
Academy, 
eventually retiring as a lieutenant 
colonel. Griffin currently works 
for United Airlines as a pilot. He 
was elected as a member of the 
KISD Board of Trustees in 2012 
and serves as its Treasurer.

Charles Griffin
United Airlines Captain 

charlesgriffin@katyisd.org

CHARLES GRIFFIN* LEONARD LEDFORD

Leonard 
Ledford 
graduated 
from the 
University 
of Texas in 
1999, moving 
his family to 
Katy in 2011. In his spare time, 
Ledford coaches for Katy Youth 
Football and serves as vice 
president of fields operations on 
its board of directors. Ledford 
also volunteers for the Katy All- 
American Baseball team and the 
Indian Princess program at the 
Katy Family YMCA.  

Leonard Ledford
leonardledfordforkatyisd@gmail.com

BRYAN MICHALSKY*

Bryan 
Michalsky is a 
certified public 
accountant 
who works 
as the chief 
financial officer 
for Cotton 
Holdings Inc. A graduate of 
Sam Houston State University, 
Michalsky has lived in Katy 
for six years. Michalsky was 
elected to the Katy ISD board 
of trustees in 2012 and serves 
as the board’s president. He 
further serves the district as 
a member of the Seven Lakes 
High School and Katy High 
School booster clubs.

Brian Michalsky
CFO, Cotton Holdings 

bryanmichalsky@katyisd.org

JOHN PENDERGRAFF

John 
Pendergraff 
has a degree 
in mechanical 
engineering 
from the 
University of 
Missouri at 
Columbia and moved to the 
Katy area in 2007. If elected, 
Pendergraff said he would 
attempt to change the district’s 
math curriculum, provide better 
compensation for the district’s 
bus drivers, and work towards 
lessening the district’s reliance 
on bonds.

John Pendergraff
jrpforkisd@gmail.com

heritagetexas.com

CINCO RANCH  |  3318  WRANGLER SKY CT. |  $740s 
Julie Pickett — 713.444.7099

LAKES OF KATY  |  3002 LAKES OF KATY |  $1.4M 
Rita Donnelly — 832.236.4762

GRAYSON LAKES  |  2003 LINDEN COVE CT. |  $490s 
Martha White — 281.582.3956

SEAT 6 SEAT 7
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From the smallest acts of kindness to a lifetime filled with 
love, we are endlessly grateful for the women who nurture 
and inspire us—today and every day. Happy Mother’s Day 

from your local Dignity Memorial® professionals. 

281-395-7070   KatyFH.com     

KATY
funeral home

KATY

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

In honor 
and celebration 

of Mother’s Day.

Complete Bathroom and Kitchen Remodeling

Serving Katy for Over 30 Years

Visit our Showroom
22145 Katy Freeway

Katy, Tx 77450
*By appointment only

281-550-8900
TILEWORKSREMODELING.COM
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(registration) 9 a.m. (tournament). $660 (for a 
four-person team) $165 (per individual player). 
Willow Fork Country Club, 21055 Westheimer 
Parkway. 281-391-5261. www.ktcm.org

May

02 Wild West Brew Fest
The annual celebration of craft beer 

and the culture surrounding it features more 
than 25 brewers, several local vendors and 
live music acts. The event is hosted by the 
Katy Rotary Club and benefits a variety of 
area nonprofits. 3-9 p.m. $25 (advance), $60 
(VIP advance). Katy Mills, 5000 Katy Mills 
Circle, Katy. www.katybrewfest.com

01 through 03
Race for Life and BMX 

tournaments
Katy BMX hosts its annual Race for Life 
event benefiting the Leukemia Society. 
Participants can also compete in two 
separate tournaments to qualify for 
national and state tournaments. 6 p.m. 
(May 1 Race for Life) 9 a.m. (May 2 
National Qualifiers) 9 a.m. (May 3 State 
Qualifiers). $5 (parking for spectators) 
Registration $20-$35. Katy BMX, 4603 
Schlipf Road, Katy. 281-769-9847.  
www.katybmx.com

01 through 02
Relay for Life

The Katy chapter of the American Cancer 
Society’s annual Relay for Life event. The 
event features a 12-hour walk, musical 
performances, a Zumba demonstration, 
activities for kids and food vendors.          
7 p.m.-7 a.m. $10. Katy City Park, 5718 
2nd St., Katy. 713-706-5652. www.main.
acsevents.org/site?TR/RelayForLife/
RFLCY15PL?pg=entry&fr_id=68743

April

24 MoMs USA Golf Tournament
The Houston-based nonprofit 

MoMs USA hosts a charity golf 
tournament benefiting wounded soldiers. 
The tournament is played in a four-man 
scramble and includes a dinner and 
awards ceremony. Participants can also 
take part in an auction. Proceeds from 
the event go toward the organization’s 
Heroes Welcome event in May at which 
400 wounded soldiers will be greeted 
at George Bush Intercontinental Airport 
and then be treated to a weekend of 
fishing. 11:30 a.m. (registration) 1:30 p.m. 
(tournament starts). $115 (per person). Golf 
Club at Cinco Ranch, 23030 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Katy. 281-536-6999.  
www.momsofusa.com

25 CPR training
Staff from Houston Methodist Hospital 

and The American Heart Association host five 
free hands-only CPR classes. After passing 
the class each participant will receive a free 
CPR kit as well as information on heart health. 
Participants must register online in advance. 
9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., noon, 1 p.m. Free. 
Taylor High School, 20700 Kingsland Blvd., 
Katy. www.heart.org/savealifehouston.

25 Spring Concert Series
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch hosts 

its series featuring Sammy’s Handsome 
Impressive Trio. The band began in the 
Houston area and plays a combination of 
rock, dance and country music. 4-6 p.m. Free. 
Central Green Park, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
Katy. 281-395-5533. www.lacenterra.com

25 Viva Special Cheers Fiesta
Special Cheers, a Houston-based 

organization that holds summer camps and 
offers scholarships for special-needs children, 
hosts the first Viva Special Cheers Fiesta. The 
event features food trucks, mariachi bands, 
folklorico dancers, a tour of No Label Brewery 
and activities for children. 7 p.m. $10 (under 
21), $20 (21 and up) $100 (VIP ticket with 
meal included). 7 p.m. No Label Brewery, 
5351 First St., Katy. 713-983-0075.  
www.specialcheers.com

27 Swing From the Heart Golf 
Tournament

Katy Christian Ministries hosts its 16th annual 
charity golf fundraiser. The tournament play 
consists of four-person teams and benefits 
the Katy Christian Ministries. 7:30 a.m. 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar. 

To have Katy events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Jordan Gribble

02 Prairie on the Green
The Katy Contemporary Arts 

Museum and the Willow Fork Drainage 
District hosts its regular Art in the Park 
event. The event features arts and crafts, 
demonstrations, a musical performance 
and other activities to teach kids about 
life on the prairie at the Katy Prairie 
Conservancy. 7-9 p.m. Free. Central Green 
Park, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy.  
832-857-1340. www.katycam.com

02 Youth in the Outdoors
The Greater Houston Greenwing 

Chapter of Ducks Unlimited hosts its annual 
event. The event is geared toward getting 
children to engage in fun outdoor activities 
that also help the environment. Activities 
include rock wall climbing, fishing, archery, 
clay shooting, duck calling, kayaking and other 
outdoor activities. Last year’s event featured 
374 children and their families. 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Admission is two canned goods per person. 
Dewberry Farm, 7705 FM 362, Brookshire. 
713-501-5584. www.ducks.org
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Nature Fest
Bridgeland’s eighth annual 
event features exotic animals, 

activities and food trucks. Jack Hanna, 
an animal advocate who has been 
featured on “Good Morning America” and 
“The Late Show with David Letterman,” 
presents and interacts with attendees. 
The event includes a petting zoo with 
zebras, kangaroos and wallabies, 
armadillo races, reptile and bird shows 
and other family-friendly activities. 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Bridgeland Oak 
Meadow Park, 17730 House Hahl Road, 
Cypress. www.bridgeland.com

Worth the TRIP
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Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments?  
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is 
Our PRIORITY

Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only 
accepted at Woodlands and  

Katy locations. Expires 5/30/15

Present this ad to receive

281.347.6000
PriorityER.com

23114 Seven Meadows 
Parkway Katy, TX 77494
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C O M M U N I T Y.
K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F

N E W  S E C T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

With generously sized home sites, lakeside living and on-site schools, 

Firethorne’s brand new sections make the good life even better.

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S C H O O L S

Acclaimed Katy and Lamar school districts

provide A+ education for all ages.

P R E M I E R  H O M E B U I L D E R S 

Featuring some of Houston’s most sought-after builders,

Firethorne is the ultimate place to build your dream home.

E X C E P T I O N A L  A M E N I T I E S 

From the sparkling lake and scenic trails to the resort-style pool

and tennis courts, there’s something for everyone to enjoy.

V I B R A N T  L I V I N G
I S  S P R I N G I N G  U P !
Let’s grow together.

220-667 April CommImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 4/13/15   5:00 PM

When you choose UT Physicians, you are selecting individualized care from a team of more than 
1,000 clinicians ready to meet your medical needs. UT Physicians offers advanced technologies 
with a personalized touch at our flagship location in the Texas Medical Center and a growing 
number of sites throughout the greater Houston area.

TRUST
LOOKS LIKE THIS.

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Katy, TX 77494
713-486-5300

281-849-4130

LIVE
RECEPTIONIST
CONFERENCE

ROOMS

AFFORDABLE
CO-WORKING

SPACE

EXECUTIVE
OFFICES
FLEXIBLE

THE HIVE 
BUSINESS GROWTH 
Seminar Series
Presented by Growth Coach,  Glenn Smith

Cost: Only $35! (Includes Breakfast/Lunch)
REGISTER TODAY!  

www.TheHiveKaty.com/events-news/

05/06/15
DIGITAL MARKETING 
10 A.M. - 11:30 A.M. 
HOW TO GROW REVENUE THROUGH A 
STRONG MARKETING STRATEGY
12:30 P.M. -2 P.M. 
RSVP by 5/4/15

07/17/15
7 KEYS TO INCREASE YOUR SALES 
IN 90 DAYS
11:30 A.M. - 1 P.M.
RSVP by 6/15/15

Check out what all the buzz is about.

www.TheHiveKaty.com
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Around Katy

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Katy-area residents celebrated history and 
the arts in April. Katy ISD hosted the annual 
Katy Folk Life Festival at the Kenneth D. 
Welch Outdoor Learning Center in late March, 
in April arts were on display in Cinco Ranch, 
and the Energy Corridor Houston Orchestra 
entertained music fans at EnergyFest 2015.  

1  Kenneth D. Welch (left) and KISD 
Superintendent Alton Frailey visit the 30th 
annual Katy Folk Life Festival on March 28.

2  The Katy Folk Life Festival featured 
exhibits and demonstrations related to Texas 
pioneer life.

3  Seven Lakes High School Barbershop 
Quartet members Stone Tejeda, Corey 
Standley, Cameron Connolly and Gabe 
Prevallet performed at the Fort Bend County 
Literary Fine Arts Festival April 11. 

4  Student artists and writers were 
showcased at the Cinco Ranch Branch 
Library on April 11 during the Fort Bend 
County Literary Fine Arts Festival and Parade. 

5  The Energy Corridor Houston Orchestra 
performed at the third annual EnergyFest April 
4. The event featured food trucks and activities 
at the Addicks Park and Ride location.

Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr
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1520 Katy Gap Rd. Katy, Texas 77494
Thursday, May 21st | 3:00pm–6:00pm

OPEN HOUSE MEET AND GREET
Visitors will have the opportunity to explore 
Assisted Living and Memory Care like you’ve never 
seen before!

Hors d’oeuvres and Drinks will be served
Families, friends, neighbors and community welcome

RSVP to DeDe Young at 281-394-0628 or
DeDe.Young@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com

LAFP is proud to announce DeDe Young as our new 
Community Relations Director.  

We are excited to welcome DeDe back to the Katy 
community. Many Katy residents and leaders know 
DeDe from her 28 years living and working in the area. 
Her experience and many accomplishments make her a 
great asset for LAFP. 

Please join us in welcoming DeDe to the LAFP family!

Please join us as we welcome
DeDe Young, 
Community Relations Director
to Legacy at Falcon Point
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Mary Anne Piacentini 
Executive director, Katy Prairie Conservancy
By Jocelyn Kerr

W hen Mary Anne Piacentini was told she 
would receive one of the inaugural Terry 
Hershey Awards in Audubon Texas’s 

Women in Conservation program, she said it cre-
ated an awkward situation. She was in the process 
of nominating other women for the same award. 
Piacentini was among four women chosen for the 
inaugural 2015 award for their decades of work in 
Texas conservation efforts. 

Piacentini graduated from Harvard University’s 
Graduate School of Design with a master’s degree 
in city and regional planning in the 1970s. She soon 
found herself in Houston working on parks and 
roads projects with the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council and the city of Houston, she said. Piacentini 
went on to head the Cultural Arts Council for 

a decade before becoming the executive director for 
Friends of Hermann Park. She managed the park’s $75 
million capital improvements project in the mid-1990s, 
and served as chairwoman of the board of directors of 
the Texas Land Trust Council. 

In 1999, Piacentini was tapped to become executive 
director of Katy Prairie Conservancy, or KPC. At the 
time, the organization owned roughly 1,300 acres. 
Through land purchases and conservation easements 
with neighboring landowners, Piacentini and the 
KPC board of directors have grown the conservancy 
to include 20,000 acres, including a working ranch. 
The Matt Cook Wildlife Viewing Platform at Warren 
Lake is open to the public from 7 a.m. to dusk, 365 
days a year, and students regularly visit the field office 
to learn about native Texas ecology and wildlife. 

PEOPLE

How did you find out you received 
the Terry Hershey Award from 
Audubon Texas?

It’s very funny because when they 
first told me I said, “Oh, I don’t know if 
I should accept or not, because this is a 
team effort.” It’s very much a team effort, 
and I thought the whole team should win 
the award. But they said, “It’s a Women 
in Conservation award! It’s going to you!” 
So, of course I was very honored, but it’s 
really so many people who work on this.

How did you get involved with the 
Katy Prairie Conservancy?

[After working for H-GAC, the city of 
Houston and the Cultural Arts Council], 
I became the director of the Friends of 
Hermann Park, which is now the Her-
mann Park Conservancy. [I] worked there 
five years and helped identify the need for 
a master plan. I hired three people who 
implemented the master plan. In between 
I’d always been a consultant ... so I took a 
year and I was helping people raise money. I 
was helping people make plans and [manage 
projects] and the Katy Prairie Conservancy 
had a board member who knew me and 
suggested I come in. 

I actually came in thinking I was going 
to become a consultant with them. So, I 
came in and I started talking with them 
and I said, “Here, I’ll give you ideas and 
help with research....” Well, we must’ve 
had five meetings and I got more and 
more excited about what it was they were 
doing and what I thought they could do. 
They got more and more excited about 
what they thought I could do for them.

I wanted to work with them, but I said, 
“There’s a big problem. I don’t have a biol-
ogy background. I am not a naturalist. 
I’m an urban and regional planner. I’m 
good at putting deals together and talking 
to people. I can raise money, but I don’t 
have [a biology background].” 

To replace Carter Smith, who was my 
predecessor and is now the director of Texas 
Parks and Wildlife, I said, “You’re going to 
need I think two people, [and] you’re going 
to have to let me hire a land manager.”

So that was OK and eight months later  
we met Wesley [Newman], who is our 
conservation stewardship director, and 
I think it was a wonderful team because 
he has a master’s degree [in range land 
ecology and management] from [Texas] 
A&M [University]. 

What are some of your goals  
with the KPC?

We support sustainable agriculture. 
We have tenant farmers [and] what 
we’re doing provides extraordinary 
benefits. Prairies improve water quality. 
Prairies hold back the floodwaters and 
help [keep]downstream neighbors from 
getting flooded. There was a study done 
[in part] by Harris County Flood Control 
that looked at the absorption qualities of 
prairie grass. It holds back the sheets of 
water. There’s not just immediate value; 
long-term value is there. Kids learn 
ecology. We’re saving seeds [as part of 
a project with the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center in Austin] so we don’t 
lose [native plant] species. 

Two new Americans with 
Disabilities Act-compliant walking 
paths were constructed outside  
the field office. What other projects 
are underway?

We’d like to build a learning center [at 
the field office]. It would have an open-
air area where students can learn and it 
would be accessible for people who want 
to come out and use the trails. 
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The KPC offers weekend and evening 
events, including Ranger Treks, free prairie 
guide trainings and hands-on wildlife hikes. 
The Matt Cook Wildlife Viewing Platform on 
Warren Lake is open 365 days per year from 
7 a.m. to dusk. Field Office, 31950 Hebert 
Road, Waller. 936-931-5564.  
www.katyprairie.org  

281-646-1406 (o) • 281-250-7940 (c)

10% off
for new clients

limit one per household, not valid with 
other offers. Exp. 5/27/15

 Interior and Exterior Painting 
Color Coordination 

Faux Finish and Staging
Molding installation 
Move in, Market Ready

Siding, Carpentry
Pressure Washing

Fully insured and bonded | references available  
 Free Estimates |Family owned and operated

 15 years of Experience
Certified Color Experts 

Complimentary color 
consultations
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F our years ago the Katy Rotary 
Club was looking for an innovative 
way to raise money for Katy ISD 

programs and local charities, said David 
Loesch, the chairman of the Wild West 
Brew Fest. 

After a trip to the Breckenridge Beer 
Festival in Colorado, members of the 
Katy Rotary Club decided to put together 
their own brew festival, Loesch said. Now 
celebrating its fourth year, the Wild West 
Brew Fest is taking place at Katy Mills on 
May 2 with more than 200 kinds of beer 
and live music from country music artists 
J.T. Hodges and Curtis Grimes.

“The first year we had 17,000 people 
and raised $17,000. We gave $7,000 to 
charities and held $10,000 to host the next 
event,” Loesch said. “The second year we 
had between 25,000 and 28,000 people 
and gave $17,000 away. Last year, 44,000 
people came, and we gave $60,000 away.” 

Some of the organizations that have 
benefited from donations are Katy 

Christian Ministries, KISD after-school 
programs, Rainbow Room and Casa de 
Esperanza, which helps young children in 
crisis, Loesch said. 

“There will be a launch party [on May 
1] and a VIP lounge [on May 2] featuring 
beer from Texas breweries and distribu-
tors,” Loesch said. “We’ll have 280 taps—
all craft beer—and four bands, two of 
which have Texas No. 1 singles.”

Loesch said BeerYeti.com named Wild 
West Brew Fest the second-best beer event 
in the country. It’s second only to the largest 
beer event in the country, the Great Ameri-
can Beer Fest in Denver, he said.

“What makes us different is we’re a 100 
percent nonprofit event. We donate all 
our time, [and] we don’t take any fees. We 
need all the help we can get,” Loesch said.  

Designated drivers can purchase dis-
counted tickets, and several hotels in the 
Katy Mills complex are within walking 
distance of the festival and offer a group-
rate discount May 1 and 2. 

Wild West Brew Fest
ENTERTAINMENT

By Jocelyn Kerr

Katy Mills Cir.
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ty 
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.

Katy Mills Mall

Wild West 
Brew Fest

Katy  
Mills Dr.

Saturday,
May 2 

3-9 p.m. 
VIP access begins at 2 p.m.

Tickets start at 

$25 for designated drivers, 

$30 for general admission
VIP package tickets start at $60

Advance ticket sales at:
www.eventbrite.com/e/katy-wild-west-

brew-fest-2015-tickets-11730826217

Event details

Wild West Brew Fest moves from Villagio Town 
Center to Katy Mills this year.

The event has attracted thousands of people since 
it began in 2012.

More than 200 types of beer will be served. All proceeds go toward helping Katy area nonprofits.

Roughly 44,000 people attended the 2014 festival, and larger crowds are expected in 2015. 

Live music and entertainment are central to the festival’s atmosphere.

Annual event raises money for local charities

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 W
ild

 W
es

t 
B

re
w

 F
es

t



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24

G U I D E
&Wine

G U I D E
&Wine

G U I D E
BEERBEERBEER&Wine

• EST. 2015 •

Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr | Designed by Mary-Ann Zykin

A n o t h e r  R o u n d 
W i n e  B a r
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy 
281-394-2115 
www.anotherroundkaty.com

Dr ix  Wine  Res t au r an t 
and  Lounge
1850 S. Mason Road, Katy  
281-371-2749 
www.drixrestaurant.com 

Bake r  S t .  Pub  &  Gr i l l
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. A150, Katy 
713-830-1858 
www.bakerstreetpub.com

T h e  C e l l a r  D o o r
829 S. Mason Road, Ste. 280, Katy 
281-599-3303 
www.cellardoorkaty.com

The  Growle r  Spo t
29615 FM 1093, Fulshear  
832-600-5866 
http://thegrowlerspot.com

Memor ia l  Wine  Ce l l a r
7951 I-10, Ste. B, Houston 
713-680-9772 
www.memorialwinecellar.com

Vine  Wine  Room
12420 Memorial Drive, Houston 
713-463-8463 
www.vinewineroom.com

T h e  P u b l i c  H o u s e
22758 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 270, Katy 
281-395-3473 
www.publichousekaty.com

Te x a s  B e e r  B u s
Guided craft beer tours  
832-373-4316 
www.texasbeerbus.com 

Wo r l d  o f  B e e r
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. B30, Katy 
281-394-9625 
www.worldofbeerusa.com

Wine G L O S S A R Y
Acidity
Naturally occurring element  
of wine; the level of perceived 
sharpness; a key element  
of balance

Balance
An individually-perceived harmony 
among acidity, tannins, oak and  
fruit elements  

Body
Perceived weight while sipping (light, 
medium, full)

Bouquet
Also known as nose; the sum of 
perceived aromas

Decant
To transfer wine from its bottle 
to a separate container in order 
to aerate a young wine or remove 

sediment from an older wine

Tannins
An element found in grape skins and 

seeds that provides structure to the 
wine; over time tannins mellow

Source: Wine Enthusiast Companies
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Wine TA S T I N G  1 0 1
Rinse  the inside of a wine glass with 
wine to condition it and remove any dust  
or mustiness.

Make sure  there are no strong 
perfumes or scents in the air that interfere 
with the wine’s aromas.

Fill the glass one-third full and view it 
from the top, the side and against a light 
source to evaluate the color.

Swirl  the glass to view the wine’s 
“legs” or “tears”—more pronounced legs 
mean a higher alcohol and glycerol content. 
This makes the wine more full-bodied.

Smell  the wine for flaws. Wet 
newspaper, vinegar and burnt match smells 
indicate the wine is flawed. 

Sip  as if drinking from a straw to aerate 
the wine. Taste for a balance among sweet, 
sour and stringent flavors from tannins. 

Source: Wine Enthusiast Companies

Wineries & PUBS

Wine-tasting Rooms

1648 South Mason Road 
Katy 77450 

281.395.4595

Carrying your favorite Brands!  

GIVE INSPIRATION
Available April 9 – May 13 

           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM

      $65

Uno de 50 Trunk Show April 30th! 
at Our South Mason Road Location | Refreshments from 5-7 P.M. 

Gift with purchase.  Current jewelry as well as the newest 
releases will be available for purchase.  Come early and enjoy.

EARS TO YOU

FREE 
FRINGE 
SCARF

(value $38)
with 

Vera Bradley 
purchase of 

$100 or more.

April 24th-MAY 10th

Purchase any Brighton necklace & 
bracelet and you can choose any pair 

of Brighton Earrings* Free!

*Free earrings must be of EQUAL or LESSER 
VALUE to the highest priced item purchased.

FREE 
FRINGE 
SCARF

(value $38)

Vera Bradley 
purchase of 

$100 or more.

Purchase any Brighton necklace & 
bracelet and you can choose any pair 

Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13

           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM

      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65      $65

GIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATIONGIVE INSPIRATION
Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13

           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARMFREE 
FRINGE 

           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM

      $65      $65      $65      $65

Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13Available April 9 – May 13

           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM

FRINGE 
           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM           MOTHER’S ROSE CHARM

      $65
SCARF

(value $38)
with 

Vera Bradley 
purchase of 

$100 or more.$100 or more.

SCARF
(value $38)

with 
Vera Bradley 

purchase of purchase of 
$100 or more.$100 or more.

      $65
SCARF

(value $38)

Vera Bradley 

      $65

BOUQUET OF 
LOVE SET

$195

*See store associate for details

Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

2717 Commercial Center Blvd.
Katy 77494

New Location at LaCenterra

281-394-9272



Katy Edition • April 2015 25

8 t h  Wo n d e r 
B r e w i n g  C o .
2202 Dallas St., Houston 
713-397-0072 
www.8thwonderbrew.com

B u f f a l o  B a y o u 
B r e w i n g  C o .
5301 Nolda St., Houston 
832-244-1873 
www.buffalobayoubrewing.com

Ka rba ch  B r ew ing  Co .
2032 Karbach St., Houston 
713-680-2739 
www.karbachbrewing.com

K a t y  S i p  N  S t r o l l
Villagio Town Center 
7900 Locke Lane, Katy 
713-557-5732 
www.sipandstroll.com

April 25

Katy Sip n Stroll takes place twice per year to 
raise money for Cinco Charity’s The Ballard 
House. Event sponsor Kroger serves food 
samples as restaurants compete for the 
Premier Culinary Awards. Live music, food, 
beer and wine are available. Tickets start at 
$15 for designated drivers and $25 general 
admission. VIP tickets also available. 

Wi l d  We s t  B r ew  Fe s t
Katy Mills  
5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy 
www.katybrewfest.com

May 2

The Katy Rotary Club hosts the annual Wild 
West Brew Fest to benefit local nonprofit 
organizations. All proceeds from the event are 
donated directly to selected nonprofits. The 
2015 event is hosted at Katy Mills and features 
25 specialty craft brews from breweries and 
distributors in Houston. Tickets start at $30.

N o  L a b e l  B r e w e r y
5351 First St., Katy  
281-693-7545 
www.nolabelbrew.com

S a i n t  A r n o l d 
B r e w i n g  C o .
2000 Lyons Ave., Houston 
713-686-9494 
www.saintarnold.com

Te x i a n  B r e w i n g  C o .
1125 FM 359, Richmond 
281-762-2604 
www.texianbrewing.com

F E S T I VA L S
BEER & Wine

H o u s t o n  B e e r 
F e s t i v a l
900 Bagby St., Houston 
www.houstonbeerfestival.com

June 13-14

The annual Houston Beer Fest features more 
than 200 brews and 20 local bands spread 
across three stages of live music. Now in its 
fifth year, the two-day event moves to its new 
location at Tranquility Park and the front steps 
of City Hall. The event attracts as many as 
10,000 visitors. Tickets are $25.

B r e w m a s t e r s  C r a f t 
B e e r  F e s t i v a l
Moody Gardens, Galveston 
713-557-5732 
www.brewmastersbeerfest.com

Sept. 4-6

Moody Gardens hosts an annual craft beer 
festival each Labor Day weekend. Events 
include a Friday night pub crawl, local 
brewery tasting tours, food and beer pairings 
and live music on the beach. Fireworks 
displays take place on Saturday and Sunday 
nights. Tickets start at $25.
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BEER G L O S S A R Y

BEER S T Y L E S

What to look for when tasting beer
Aroma
Usually described as fruity, hoppy or bready 

Flavor
There are subtle and dominant flavors that 
may develop as the beer warms

Appearance
Color and clarity

Mouthfeel  
Thickness and carbonation combine to 
create a full-, medium- or thin-bodied feel

ABV
The percentage of alcohol by volume

Brewpub
A pub that makes its own beer and sells at 
least 50 percent of the yield on-site

Diacetyl
A butterscotch-like element of flavor

Hefe
Yeast; usually refers to a cloudy, 
frothy beer where the yeast is 
suspended rather than top- or 
bottom-fermented 

IBU
International Bitterness Units; the amount 
of iso-alpha-acid from hops found in a beer

Microbrewery
A brewery producing fewer than 15,000 
barrels per year

Top-fermenting 
yeast: 
Yeast that creates higher alcohol 
content, such as ales, as opposed 
to bottom-fermenting yeast, which 
creates lager-style brews

American Ale
This is a catchall phrase for ales with a 
balanced blend of hops and malt that 
generally makes use of local ingredients. 
ABV 4-7 percent

Bock
Stronger than typical lagers, bocks are held 
in cold storage longer to give off a darker 
amber or brown color. ABV 5.5-7 percent

English pale ale
This is a reddish ale made with hard water 
to produce hoppy bitterness and thick 
head. ABV 3.8-6 percent

India pale ale (IPA)
Actually originating in England, IPAs are 
pale ales with higher malt and alcohol 
levels. ABV 4-6.5 percent

Lager
Lagers are light, amber or dark brews that 
are brewed slowly and fermented at cool 
temperatures to enhance hop flavor.  
ABV 4-6 percent 

Pilsner
A pilsner is a very light colored lager with 
strong, spicy hops flavor and thick head. 
Pilsners are often a favorite among German 
brewers. ABV 4-5.5 percent

Porter
American and British versions feature a pale 
malt base, often with smoked malt or hops 
and additions such as chocolate or coffee. 
ABV 4-7 percent

Stout
Additional unfermented sugars are added 
to produce a dark, thick, roasted character. 
Lactose (milk) and oats are most typically 
used. ABV 4-7 percent

Weizenbock
A Weizenbock is a bolder version of bock 
with higher alcohol content and dark fruit 
and malt flavors. ABV 7-10 percent

Source: BeerAdvocate

Source: BeerAdvocate

BREWERIES

ABA and Health and Behavioral Intervention Clinic

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 183
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The Houston editions of 
Community Impact Newspaper deliver to

642,768
homes and businesses.

With over 1.5 million in distribution 
Community Impact Newspaper is in more homes than any other publication in Texas.
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1-877-426-6763
Find more getaway ideas at: www.PlayInConroe.com

VisitConroe (tx)

Start planning a spring 
weekend with our 
FREE Vacation Guide!

S     pend a weekend in Conroe and experience two of the Houston-area’s 
     Top 10 rated craft breweries of 2015.  B-52 and Southern Star 
Brewing Companies open up their tasting rooms Fridays and Saturdays 
to folks far and wide who all share a love of the brew.  
     Head over to www.PlayInConroe.com, book a room for the weekend 
and check out what all else there is to do in Conroe once the growlers 
and pints aand pints are empty.

We’re Rolling out the
Barrels in Conroe

To bring you barrels of weekend fun
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T he Pin Oak Charity Horse Show 
is celebrating its 70th anniver-
sary this year. Since it began, the 

event has turned into a world-renowned 
horse show that enabled the organization 
to help found one of the nation’s leading 
pediatric hospitals, horse show president 
Lynn Walsh said.

“This is an event that’s very special to 
Houston. This show is a part of Houston’s 
history,” Walsh said.

When James Abercrombie and 
Leopold Meyers held the first Pin Oak 
Charity Horse Show in 1945, they did 
so with one singular goal in mind–to 
raise the funds necessary to build Texas 
Children’s Hospital, one of the country’s 
first pediatric hospitals.

The first show featured local rid-
ers and their 
horses racing and 
jumping hurdles 
around the track 
of Abercrombie’s 
Pin Oak Farm 
in Bellaire. That first show raised over 
$30,000, Walsh said.

“Back then $30,000 was a lot of money, 
but it wasn’t enough to build a hospi-
tal,” Walsh said. “The event was used 
to create awareness and to encourage 
more donors. That initial donation was 
coupled with Abercrombie’s and Meyer’s 
personal wealth to establish the fund to 
build the hospital.”

The event and donation succeeded in 
raising the money to construct Texas 
Children’s Hospital, which had its ground 
breaking seven years later in 1952. But the 
organization did not stop there.

In the 1970s the show moved form Pin 
Oak Farm to the Astrodome, a decade 
later the event settled into its current 

Thousands of contestants have competed in the Pin Oak Charity Horse Show over its 70-year history.
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home at the Great Southwest Equestrian 
Center in Katy. 

Through the decades, the horse show 
swelled to a two-week event in March 
that draws upward of 60,000 visitors a 
year, including the riders and handlers of 
over 2,200 horses who compete for over 
$600,000 in prizes at the show annually, 
Walsh said.

“I’ve seen [the show] grow from strug-
gling to being extremely successful,” she 
said. “It’s a long process; it didn’t just 
take a couple of years to do it. You have 
to build up the event into one that people 
want to see, and you have to do that finan-
cially conservatively because you want to 
give as much money as you can back to 
the charity.”

Seventy years after it began, the Pin Oak 
organization still 
raises money for 
Texas Children’s 
Hospital, said 
Mary Jones, 
charity liaison for 

the horse show.
“Mr. Abercrombie had a soft spot in his 

heart for sick children. He couldn’t bear 
to know that there were sick children in 
the world. His plan was really grand; he 
didn’t just want to have a hospital, but to 
have a hospital that would turn no child 
away. Pin Oak has stuck to that initial 
vision,” Jones said.

In 2014, the organization raised over 
$200,000 for Texas Children Hospital, 
the Ronald McDonald House family 
rooms located within the hospital and the 
Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Family 
Alliance, which pays for parking for fami-
lies at the hospital. Other funds have gone 
toward the construction of the hospital’s 
newest campus in the Woodlands.

Pin Oak Charity 
Horse Show
Inaugural event’s proceeds helped fund hospital
By Jordan Gribble

HISTORY       KATY

The event’s venues
The Pin Oak Charity Horse Show began 
on James Abercrombie’s Pin Oak Farm 
in Bellaire. In the 1970s the show moved 
to the track at the Astrodome before 
settling into its current home at the Great 
Southwest Equestrian Center in Katy. 
Event organizers expect the event to stay 
in Katy for many years to come, having 
already equipped the track with 1,100 
horse stalls and other necessary fixtures 
for the annual show.

The event’s founders
James Abercrombie (left) and Leopold 
Meyers opened the first Pin Oak Charity 
Horse Show in 1945. The show began 
as a fundraiser to fund the construction 
of the area’s first pediatric hospital, a 
facility that became Texas Children’s 
Hospital. The first event raised $30,000 
for the hospital’s construction fund, 
which was matched by Abercrombie 
and Leopold.

The main event
Since its inception 70 years ago, the 
Pin Oak Charity Horse Show has given 
out millions of dollars in prizes to its 
competitors. In 2014 the event featured 
over 2,000 competitors vying for over 
$600,000 in prizes. Prize money is 
funded by entry fees from competitors 
and has no bearing on the amount of 
money donated to the charities the 
organization supports.

“This is an event that’s very  
special to Houston. This show 
is a part of Houston’s history.” 

—Lynn Walsh, Pin Oak Charity Horse Show president
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BREAKING
NEW GROUND
IN HEALTH CARE. AND IN KATY.

As Katy continues to grow, so does our 
commitment to delivering the best possible  
care for you and your family.

The $85 million expansion at Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 

is well under way. Our new 100,000-square-foot professional office 

building will be opening soon and our 229,000-square-foot patient 

tower is slated to open in December. With additional surgery suites, 

intensive and intermediate care units, an expanded Emergency 

Center, sports medicine, diagnostic imaging, endoscopy and 

women’s services, including a neonatal intensive care unit and new 

postpartum and labor & delivery suites, you can expect the latest 

technologies and comprehensive care.

memorialhermann.org

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER WITH US. CALL 1.866.441.4567.

THE RESERVE AT KATY
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!  
From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

CANE ISLAND
Coming Soon! • (855) 289-8656

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

LUXURY | LOCATION | LIFESTYLE

Call or visit today to schedule a personal tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Design trends, tips, 
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

CINCO RANCH - SYCAMORE MEADOW
Final Opportunity!

From the low $700s • (832) 326-5784

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Get to a better State®. 

Jerry Kroll, Agent
402 W. Grand Parkway South

Katy, TX  77494
Bus: 281-392-0505

www.myinsuranceguykaty.com

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support the Katy Community.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Get to a better State®. 

Jerry Kroll, Agent
402 W. Grand Parkway South

Katy, TX  77494
Bus: 281-392-0505

www.myinsuranceguykaty.com

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support the Katy Community.
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Experts remain optimistic amid falling oil prices

Ba Mien Bistro

SPRING The drop in oil prices over the 
last nine months has been welcome news 
for many drivers at the gas pump. But in 
Houston, which is considered the energy 
capital of the world, the lower prices could 
also mean setbacks for the economy. 

A significant amount of the Greater 
Houston area’s economy is tied to the oil 
and gas industry—nearly 40 percent of all 
jobs—with a number of companies located 
in Tomball, The Woodlands, Spring and Cy-
Fair, such as Baker Hughes, ExxonMobil, 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation, National 
Oilwell Varco and Southwestern Energy. 

“You won’t do a sophisticated drill-
ing job anywhere in the world without 
contacting a Houston company,” said 
Bill Gilmer, director of the Institute for 
Regional Forecasting in the Bauer College 
of Business at the University of Houston. 
“When drilling declines elsewhere around 

the world, that makes a difference here in 
Houston in terms of the amount of work-
ers you’ll need.” 

Although local economists do not 
believe the 2014-15 downturn will be as 
severe as the oil bust of the mid-1980s, 
layoffs in the oil and gas industry began 
in January and are expected to continue 
this year, said Patrick Jankowski, senior 
vice president of research for the Greater 
Houston Partnership.

“It will cause some pain for Houston, 
but it won’t be a repeat of the 1980s,” 
Jankowski said. “We learned our lessons 
then; growth will slow down, but the 
economy isn’t going to implode.”

Oil prices began dropping in July due to a 
combination of factors, most notably over-
production of oil and less demand for oil 
from the developing world, Jankowski said.
Full story by Marie Leonard and Liza Winkler

SPRING Vietnamese sisters Huyen and 
Tien Khuc moved to Houston 
from Boston in 2006 after graduating 
from college. The pair shared a pas-
sion for food and a dream to own a 
restaurant showcasing healthy food 
alternatives from their native culture. 

Known today by their Americanized 
names, Bee (Huyen) and Ty (Tien), the 
sisters purchased Ba Mien Bistro in Janu-
ary and have kept the restaurant and its 
menu intact. 
Full story by Ariel Carmona Jr. A
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TOP STORIES

Ongoing drought 
threatens Fort Bend 
Co. water supply
SUGAR LAND The near seven-year 
drought in Texas has been dry-
ing up major portions of the Brazos 
River, which has caused a decline 
in water levels and is threatening 
water supplies in Fort Bend, Bra-
zoria and Galveston counties.

The Brazos River, which is the longest 
river inside Texas, supplies about 6.75 
billion gallons of water annually to 
cities, schools, counties, agriculture, 
businesses and industries as well as for 
recreational purposes along its 840-mile 
span, according to the Brazos River 
Authority. 

“The Brazos is not just the lifeblood 

of the cities [throughout its basin],” said 
Ivan Langford, general manager for the 
Gulf Coast Water Authority, a senior 
water rights holder on the river. “It’s the 
lifeblood of agriculture, business and 
industry across the state.”

Climatologists project Brazos water 
levels will continue to diminish in the 
coming decades as water demand along 
the Brazos—especially in the lower 
region of the basin—is expected to triple 
by 2060. 

In response to declining water levels, 
the Texas Commission on Environmen-
tal Quality started work on the Brazos 
Watermaster Program in April 2014 to 
monitor use and enforce water rights for 
the rights holders in the area. Water rights 
are recognized at the state level and can 
be granted to individuals, cities, utility 
districts and businesses.
Full story by David Pollan and Shawn ArrajjSource: Texas Water Development Board

Fort Bend County

Missouri City

Sugar Land

79% Increase
in population

178,948 acft* 
water needed

+63%
in water 
demand

28% Increase
in population

+25%
in water 
demand

3,228 acft* 
water needed

77% Increase
in population

+67%
in water 
demand

17, 481 acft* 
water needed

*Acre-foot: Volume of water needed to cover one acre to a 
depth of one foot. It equals 325,851 gallons.

by 2060
Water

Supply & Demand

NOW vs. THE 1980s
A comparison of the price of oil per gallon 
today to oil prices from the 1980s.

1980s Recession

change} -78%
Oil peak  

April 1980: $114.47 
Oil low  

July 1986: $24.83 

Great Recession 

change}-68%
Oil peak  

June 2008: $143.71 
Oil low  

December 2008: $45.82

Current downturn 

change}-54%
Oil peak  

June 2014: $104.48 
Oil low  

January 2015: $47.98

Source: Energy Information Administration

Ba Mien Bistro

          C

hampion Forest Dr.

    Veterans M
em

orial D
r.

1960

5102 FM 1960 W., Houston
281-781-8138
www.facebook.com/bamienbistro
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.- 9 p.m. 

Thomas John Kennedy of Texas, DDS, PLLC - General Dentistry 
James Amaning, DDS • Maharshi Yagnik, DMD

Lock in your 
smile with 

Dental Implants

Love your smile
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A lifetime of cAre to 
live the life you wAnt.
Every woman has unique needs, especially when it comes to her 
health. Count on our women’s specialists at Houston Methodist 
West to offer personalized care for your complete well-being. We’re 
dedicated to helping you live a full and healthy life by providing the 
preventive and wellness care you need — and when necessary, the 
most advanced technology and specialty services available.

For more information or for a physician referral, visit  
houstonmethodist.org/west or call 832.522.5522.

•	 Mammograms
•	 Obstetrics,	pregnancy	

and reproductive
•	 Well	woman	exam

•	 Gynecology	services
•	 Breast	cancer	treatment
•	 Osteoporosis	prevention	and	detection

See our women’s specialists for: 

Trim: 10"
Trim

: 12.25"
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BUSINESS

World Music of  
Sugar Land

TxDOT approves road 
projects to receive 
Proposition 1 funds

Mobility upgrades planned for Cypress

MISSOURI CITY After working for 15 
years as a computer programmer, Lloyd 
Ernstes wanted to pursue an endeavor 
where he could combine his passion for 
music with his desire to help people. 

“I was a computer programmer and 
I made good money and it afforded me 
the ability to travel around the world, 
but it was just too much stress,” Ernstes 
said. “I decided I just really enjoyed 
music and helping people, so that is why 
I got into this business, mainly to help 
people.”

Ernstes left his job as a computer 
programmer and used his background 
in music to land a job as a music teacher 
with Mars Music and H&H Music. 
Ernstes said he has played music and 
played in bands since he was a kid. He 
was also offered a music scholarship to 
Blinn Junior College and completed his 
degree as a music major at the University 
of Houston. 

For several years, Ernstes worked at 
Mars and H&H as well as several other 
places teaching music. When both H&H 
and Mars went out of business, Ernstes 
went into business for himself out of 
necessity and opened World Music of 
Sugar Land in Missouri City in 2005. 
Full story by David Pollan
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SUGAR LAND The Texas Department 
of Transportation approved 12 previ-
ously unfunded transportation projects 
in the Greater Houston area—three of 
which are in Fort Bend County—that 
will be funded this year as a result of the 
passing of Proposition 1 last November. 

The Houston-Galveston Area Coun-
cil—through collaboration with local 
governments, metro planning orga-
nizations and TxDOT’s Houston and 
Beaumont districts—presented at a Feb. 3 
public meeting the 12 priority projects it 
had identified to receive Prop. 1 funding 
in 2015. The projects span across Fort 
Bend, Harris, Montgomery, Galveston 
and Brazoria counties. H-GAC officials 
took public comments into consideration 
before making a formal recommenda-
tion to TxDOT on Feb. 26, specifying 

that these projects be funded with Prop. 
1 money in 2015, H-GAC Director of 
Transportation Alan Clark said.

“[The H-GAC] did not have a detailed 
selection criteria for these projects, but we 
were guided by legislative direction and 
direction from [TxDOT] to advance proj-
ects that could be ready for construction 
to begin in 2015,” Clark said. “We looked 
to develop a list that fit within the funding 
available, but also provided the best ben-
efit to the Houston region.”

Texas voters passed Prop. 1 with 80 
percent approval, which amended the 
state constitution to authorize the redi-
rection of half of the revenue generated 
from severance taxes levied on oil and 
gas extraction—ordinarily deposited 
into the Economic Stabilization Fund, 
or Rainy Day Fund—to the State High-
way Fund. A total of $1.7 billion was 
deposited into the SHF for use in 2015. A 
little more than $278 million of that $1.7 
billion has been allocated to TxDOT’s 
Houston district.
Full story by David Pollan and Shawn Arrajj

CY-FAIR The Hwy. 290 expansion and 
the Hwy. 249 toll road are considered 
crucial by Harris County officials who 
want to decrease congestion and com-
mute times for local residents. However, 
transportation experts say additional 
improvements to connecting roads are 
equally important when it comes to 
easing mobility throughout the county.

As population growth pushes farther 
north and west, officials with precincts 3 

and 4 in Harris County are looking into 
the widening of thoroughfares where 
traffic counts have been quickly increas-
ing. The upcoming Grand Parkway 
makes these projects even more urgent, 
Precinct 4 Commissioner Jack Cagle said.

“I call them ‘rims and spokes,’” Cagle 
said. “Grand Parkway being a rim com-
ing into the region is going to bring a lot 
of traffic.”
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

World Music of Sugar Land

3750 Cartwright Road, Missouri City
281-403-1615
http://worldmusicsugarland.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. noon–8 p.m.,  
Sat. noon–5:30 p.m. 

Cartwright Rd.
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Call 281-574-7071 
or visit moshield.com/promo and use code CIN75.

MOSQUITO AND TICK CONTROLSM

Ready for Spring?

ITCH LESS!

Window Cleaning, Pressure Washing, Roof Cleaning,  

Gutter Cleaning, and more.

Call 281-615-8989  
for a free on-site estimate.

$50 OFF 
Full-Season Service 
Offer valid until 5/31/15first service.  

Expires 5/31/15

$30 off 
*some restrictions apply
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Plans, prices, and availability subject to change without notice.

www.katyyouthsoccer.com

This Mother’s Day, do something 
for yourself and those you love... 

Spend an Evening with the Breast Care Experts of 
Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center Hospital 

Uzma Iqbal, MD, Hematologist/Oncologist • Peter Morgan, MD, Radiation Oncologist
Maryanne Tran, MD, Breast Radiologist • Rebecca Yorke, MD, Pathologist 

Ata Ahmad, MD, Surgeon • Leonidas Miranda, MD, Surgeon

Thursday, May 7, 2015
6:30 pm – 8 pm

11302 Fallbrook Drive
Professional Building Classroom next to Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center Hospital

 
Learn more about the current options

 Prevention and Screening • 3D Mammograms • Risk Factors
 Latest Treatments • Survivorship 

Space is limited. Please call to register 1-888-511-PINK (7465).

This Mother’s Day, 

do something for 

yourself and those 

you love...
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Autism
Continued from | 1

and people who provide services to families 
living with autism. The group estimates 1 
in 55 children in Katy has an autism spec-
trum disorder, or 
ASD, diagnosis. The  
national rate is 1 in 68 
children, according to 
the most recent Cen-
ters for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention 
estimates. 

ASD advocacy is 
one of the organiza-
tion’s main missions. 
Every other year eight 
to 10 parents travel 
to Austin during the 
legislative session to 
speak with represen-
tatives about pending 
bills that affect the 
autism community. 

As April is national Autism Awareness 
Month, Reece said she and other parents of 
autistic children often schedule meetings with 
legislators in April. 

“[April] is when things will start heating 
up,” Reece said. 

Legislation 
Two bills in particular are on the group’s 

radar in the 84th session.  
“Senate Bill 507 would put video cameras 

in the classroom, which would help parents 
and educators get a better sense of what’s 
going on in classrooms,” Reece said. 

The bill specifically addresses special 
education classrooms. It was also spon-
sored last session and went to commit-
tee, but it was killed before it got to a vote, 
Reece said. The parents are headed to Aus-
tin again to speak with any legislators who 
will meet with them, she said. 

Regarding camera use in special educa-
tion classrooms, one of the purposes is 
to evaluate classroom practices in rooms 
where children have severe cognitive prob-
lems or are nonverbal, said Rona Statman, 
the director of family support services for 
autism awareness group The Arc of Texas. 

“We felt we needed something proactive 
that touches everyone, not a ‘gotcha’ sort of 
thing,” Statman said. “[The bill is] making 
sure there’s good training and resources 
and expertise to help [teachers] under-
stand what students are trying to tell them 
[if they’re nonverbal].” 

Statman was involved in developing SB 
1584, sponsored by state Sen. Eddie Lucio 
Jr., D-Brownsville, which would require 
all public school districts to use positive 
behavioral interventions and supports, or 
PBIS, in special education classrooms. 

PBIS is a 
method of behav-
ioral assessment 
that is used to 
develop an indi-
vidualized strat-
egy and  behavior 
plan that gives 
teachers guide-
lines on how to 
address behav-
ioral issues in the 
classroom. The 
goal is to elimi-
nate the use of 
restraints and 
isolation and use 
alternate, positive 
behavior modifi-

cation techniques instead, Reece said. 
Older behavioral interventions, such 

as the use of restraints and time-out 
isolations to control behavior, are 
not used in PBIS systems and 
would not be allowed if SB 1584 
is passed, unless there is immi-
nent danger or threat to life, 
said Chris LeSuer, a represen-
tative from Lucio’s office. 

“For a number of years 
we’ve been turning to the 
Legislature to try making 
[PBIS] the standard. There’s a 
push to make it a schoolwide 
best practice,” Statman said. 

Use of PBIS is voluntary in 
Texas, and varies from school 
to school within districts. Reece 
said several KISD schools have 
implemented PBIS programs. 

“[In KISD’s special edu-
cation department], an 
Admission Review and Dis-
missal, or ARD, Committee 
composed of campus admin-
istration officials, teachers, related 
service providers and parents 
meet annually to review student 
progress and make decisions for 
the following school year, including 
academic programming, accommo-
dations and modifications the individ-
ual student may need to be successful in 
school,” Malechuk said.

Multiple diagnoses
One reason plans must be completely 

individualized is because ASD encom-
passes multiple behavioral disorders, 
according to Dr. Robin Kochel, associate 
director for research at The Autism Center 
at Texas Children’s Hospital. 

“With the move to a single label for ASD 
now, incidence and prevalence figures will 
no longer categorize children as autism, 
Asperger’s [syndrome], or PDD-NOS; 
rather, they will all be captured as ASD,” 
Kochel said.

The Autism Center at Texas Children’s 
Hospital, located in the Texas Medi-
cal Center, is involved in multiple stud-
ies evaluating the link between genes, 
the brain and behavior, Kochel said.  
The center received 
$450,000 from 
the William 
Stamps 

Farish Foundation to track children who 
fail screenings at 18- and 24-months in 
order to improve early identification and get 
children into appropriate treatments earlier.

“At this time, Texas Children’s Hospital 
West Campus [in Katy] does not offer any 
specific autism services or programs, but neu-
rologists perform new patient evaluations on 
children who could potentially be diagnosed 
with autism spectrum disorder,” Kochel said.  

Autism screening questionnaires are 
given at regular pediatrician visits for all 
children starting at 18 months, Kochel said.  

“With the move to a 
single label for ASD 
now, incidence and 
prevalence figures will 
no longer categorize 
children as autism, 
Asperger’s, or PDD-NOS; 
rather, they will all be 
captured as ASD.”

—Dr. Robin Kochel, associate director for research 
at The Autism Center at Texas Children’s Hospital

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Do you think cameras belong in classrooms?

Asperger’s syndrome is considered 
the “high range” of ASD in terms of 
social and cognitive functioning. 

There may be motor skill 
development issues. 

Meeting 
the need

THEPuzzle
PIECING

Autism Spectrum Disorder is a series 
of conditions that create social, 
communication and behavioral issues. 
Severity varies from mild to severe. The 

CDC estimates there has been a 
ten-fold increase in ASD cases 

in the last 40 years. 

1 in 55 
children in the Katy area 
are diagnosed with ASD

About

1 in 6 
children in the U.S. 

have a developmental 
disability

ASD is 

5 times 
more common 

in boys than girls 

“An admission review and dismissal (ARD) committee…
meet[s] annually to review student progress and make 

decisions for the following school year.”
-Dr. Brian Malechuk, executive director of special education services, KISD

Autistic Disorder is usually 
referred to as “classic” autism, a 
brain development disorder that 
can cause regression around 
the age of two and difficulties 

with social interaction, 
communication and 

behavior.

Autistic Disorder is usually 
referred to as “classic” autism, a 
brain development disorder that 
can cause regression around 
the age of two and difficulties 

with social interaction, 
communication and 

behavior.

Autistic  
Disorder

ASD
(Autism Spectrum Disorder)

PDD-NOS is sometimes referred 
to as “subthreshold autism”. There 
are some symptoms associated 
with autism, but not enough to 

meet the criteria of autistic 
disorder or Asperger ‘s 

syndrome.

Pervasive developmental  
disorder not otherwise specified

PDD-NOS

Asperger’s 
syndrome

The Special Education Services 

Department at KISD is growing at the 

same pace with the rest of the state. 

KISD special education 
teachers

325 in classrooms and 

31

Total faculty 
additions in the 

2015-16 school year:

307
new teachers

special education 
additions in  
the 2015-16  
school year

8.4%
8.6%

68
assigned to the special 
education department

KISD student population in the 
special education program:

Source: Katy Independent School District
Sources: Autism Speaks, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Public school students across  
Texas in special education programs:
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“People are paying more atten-
tion to what they’re putting in their 
bodies and where it comes from,” 
Lyons said. “They have more access 
to information and research and 
they’re responding accordingly. 
People like to know the ingredi-
ents in their salad, or [that] the steak 
they’re eating came from a local 
farm or ranch, and not from halfway 
across the U.S. or another country.”

According to the results of a 
2013 survey by the National Gro-
cers Association, consumers across 
the country are increasingly con-
cerned where their food is being 
produced. The results of the NGA 
survey found that 85 percent of American 
consumers say they choose where to buy 
their groceries based on whether a store 
sells local organic produce. Similarly the 
survey shows that 45 percent of Ameri-
cans claim to eat locally grown foods three 
or more times each week.

Buying locally
Since 2013 three grocery stores–Whole 

Foods Market, Sprouts Farmers Market 
and Trader Joe’s–that specialize in selling 
locally grown and organic produce have 
opened in Katy.

“Since opening our Whole Foods Mar-
ket Katy location, feedback from the local 
community has been overwhelmingly 
warm and welcoming,” said Jeanette Web-
ster, Houston media and community rela-
tions manager for Whole Foods. “Katy is 
an active, close-knit community that has 
been asking for Whole Foods Market for 
years, and we’re excited to help meet their 
healthy living needs.”

Webster said the store attempts to sell 
homegrown food 
from local farm-
ers and producers 
whenever possible, 
including produce 
from two Katy-
based farms.

“Most of our 
local products are 
sourced from right 
here in Texas,” 
Webster said. “A 
few of our favor-
ite local produc-
ers in Katy include 
Oriya Organics and 
Whole Note Food Company.”

Based in Austin, Whole Foods was fol-
lowed into the Katy market by Arizona-
based Sprouts Farmers Market and Cali-
fornia-based Trader Joe’s. Sprouts opened 
in March 2013, while Trader Joe’s opened 
at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch in Febru-
ary 2014.

A fourth grocery store offering locally 
sourced and organic food, Harvest Natu-
ral Market, is under construction in Katy 
at 25600 Westheimer Parkway. 

The business, which operates a restau-
rant and grocery store in west Houston 
under the name Harvest Farm to Market, 
will open a 28,000-square-foot location in 
May, said project manager Jason Ergen.

“It’s going to be a one-stop shop,” he said. 
“Whenever you shop at [other health-
focused grocery stores] you also have to 

go to a conven-
tional grocery 
store because you 
can’t buy every-
thing you need 
there. At our store 
you’ll find pretty 
much everything 
you need.”

Ergen said 70 
percent of the 
produce sold at 
the store will be 
organic. The store 
will also feature 
several unique 

fresh-food concepts, he said.
“Our concept will allow you to eat dif-

ferent fresh cuisines,” he said.  “It’s a com-
bination of grocery store and restaurant 
with a coffee shop, a make-your-own 
pasta bar, a salad bar and a grill where you 
can order grilled steaks and other meats 
made-to-order.”

Eating locally
For Katy residents who want to eat locally 

sourced or organic foods without getting 

behind the stove, restaurants Dish Society 
and Snap Kitchen opened at LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch this year.

Dish Society serves its own spin on tra-
ditional dishes such as truffle macaroni 
and cheese as well as healthier fare like the 
quinoa stuffed avocado, Lyons said.

“The idea behind our menu is letting 
the freshness and quality of our ingredi-
ents speak for themselves,” Lyons said. 
“We start with the highest quality pro-
duce, meat and eggs from in or around 
Houston, and use them for modern takes 
on traditional favorites with a Southern 
influence–things like collards and sweet 
potatoes to shrimp and grits or our bris-
ket and eggs. The menu wasn’t necessar-
ily meant to be healthy per se, but we use 
the best quality, locally sourced ingre-
dients and do very little to them to let 
them shine.”

Since opening, Lyons said diners in 
Katy have embraced the restaurant’s focus 
on fresh food.

“Consumers enjoy the intrinsic value 
of farm-to-table offerings,” he said. “It’s 
awesome to talk directly to the source 
and to be able to physically see the toma-
toes and kale [the restaurant serves] 
before they are picked. You get to really 
know your suppliers.”

Snap Kitchen first opened its doors in 
Austin in 2010 and opened its first Katy 
location in January. The business strives to 
sell healthy and convenient meal options, 
said Claire Siegel, registered dietician for 

Snap Kitchen Houston.
“We prioritize local and organic ingredi-

ents and make really delicious food that is 
convenient and really good for you,” Siegel 
said. “We serve a variety of different needs 
to a variety of different people–some peo-
ple use us as a grocery store and never 
cook for themselves, or busy moms come 
in to grab lunch for the day.”

The eatery sells individually portioned 
breakfast items, lunch, dinner, snacks and 
dessert. Meal options include quinoa hash 
and green chile and chicken enchiladas.

“We like to take traditional comfort 
foods and have our registered dieticians 
come in [and] tweak it to make it much 
better for you,” Siegel said.

The restaurant’s dishes come in three 
different sizes that range in calories from 
250-600 a serving and adhere to several 
types of dietary restrictions, Siegel said. 
The company offers appointments with 
registered dieticians to fine-tune meals 
and deliver specialty meals for people with 
food allergies and gluten intolerance.

“The only item containing gluten 
in our store is our pita chips, so we’re  
99 percent gluten-free,” she said. “We 
have dietary icons that we use in the 
store to depict which dietary attributes 
each meal has. They denote if something 
is vegan, vegetarian, or low in sugar for 
those with diabetes.”

Organic foods
Continued from | 1

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

“People like to know 
the ingredients in their 
salad, or [that] the 
steak they’re eating 
came from a local farm 
or ranch, and not from 
halfway across the US 
or another country.”

—Aaron Lyons, Dish Society owner

NaturalNaturalIT’S ONLY

ORGANIC FOOD BREAKDOWN

Many consumers say 
buying local or organic 
produce is more 
expensive compared to 
conventionally grown 
produce. We have 
compiled a list of common 
organic and conventionally 
grown produce from 
grocery stores in Katy 
along with their prices.

Most organic or humane produce and meat products are labeled 
with certain identifiers to let consumers know what they’re 
purchasing. When certified by the USDA, all organic food meets 
the following standards.

Free-range or cage free
Poultry or eggs labeled as being 
free-range or cage-free came from 
hens that were raised outside of 
cages or were allowed to roam free.

Organic meat 
Meat labeled as organic is certified 
as coming from a farm at which 
producers met animal health and 
welfare standards, did not use 
antibiotics or growth hormones on 
the animals and fed the animals 
100 percent organic feed.

Organic multi-ingredient foods
Multi-ingredient foods with a 
USDA organic seal upon it is 
certified to contain 95 percent or 
more organic content.

Organic produce 
Produce labeled as organic is 
certified by the USDA as coming 
from a farm that is not using 
synthetic fertilizers, prohibited 
pesticides, irradiation or 
genetically modified organisms.

WHOLE FOODS 
MARKET SPROUTS TRADER JOE’S H-E-B*

WHITE  
ONIONS

GRANNY 
SMITH APPLES

BELL PEPPERS

TOMATOES

KALE

$1.69 a pound $0.65 each$1.49 a pound

$1.69 a pound $0.89 a pound$0.79 each$1.99 a pound

$2.99 a bundle $0.98 a bundle$1.99 a bundle$1.50 a bundle

$1.99 a pound $1.49 a pound$0.99 each

$1.69 a pound $0.88 a pound$0.69 each

Organic shoppingOrganic shopping

Organic food termsOrganic food terms

Source: USDA

*Conventionally grown
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Churchill Farms
From the low $300s 

281-616-5798

Raintree Village
From the low $200s

281-616-5791

King Crossing
From the upper $100s to $300s

281-616-5762

FM 1093 / Westpark Tollway

Beazer Homes has Katy Covered!

*Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice.  See New Home Counselor for complete details.  © 2015 Beazer Homes  3/15   123120

©

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

King Crossing 45’, 50’ & 60’s
• Spacious homes ranging from 1,512 to 3,454 sq. ft. with  

3 to 6 bedrooms
• Master-planned amenities will include a Recreation Center  

with pool, community lakes & a playground
• Students will attend the new Katy ISD school complex

Raintree Village
• Spacious homes ranging from 2,204 to 3,480 sq. ft. with  

3 to 6 bedrooms
• Amenities include tennis courts, pool, playground & splash pad
• Students will attend Morton Ranch High School

Churchill Farms
• Spacious homes ranging from 2,356 to 4,750 sq. ft. with  

3 to 7 bedrooms
• Amenities include a resort-style pool, playground and lakes
• Students will attend Tompkins High School

For more information on any of these communities, 
visit beazer.com

N

123120 BH HO ImpactNewsKaty Ad.indd   1 3/3/15   5:34 PM

Eating locallyDish Society
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
281-394-7555
www.dishsociety.com

Harvest Natural Market
25600 Westheimer Parkway, Katy
281-558-6666
www.harvestnaturalmarket.com

Snap Kitchen
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. N-200, Katy
713-467-7500
www.snapkitchen.com

Trader Joe’s
2717 Commercial Center Blvd., Katy
281-392-4200
www.traderjoes.com

Sprouts Farmers Market
23105 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
281-769-0444
www.sprouts.com

Whole Foods Market
6601 S. Fry Road, Katy
281-769-5670
www.wholefoodsmarket.com
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Eating locally

85% 

27.7% 
44.9% 

33.5% 30% 

of people say that choosing a 
grocery store that stocks food from 
local farms is very important.

That number is up from 

of people said they eat 
locally with regularity.

of people said they eat 
local food 3 or more 
times weekly.

of people say they would like 
to see more supermarkets 
carry locally grown food.

say they would consider 
purchasing food elsewhere 
if their preferred grocery 
store did not carry local food.

87.8% 
in 2012.

79% 
in 2009

and 

Results of a 2013 survey by the National Grocers Association
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Business spotlightBusiness spotlight
Harvest Natural Market
Harvest Natural Market, Katy’s fourth grocery store 
focussing on local and organic food, will open in May. 
The 28,000-square-foot store will sell organic and 
local produce as well as other groceries and feature a 
make-your-own pasta bar, a coffee bar, and a grill for 
made-to-order meats.
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Organic businessesOrganic businesses
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The community of Cardiff Ranch is located 
between I-10 and Hwy. 59 and features homes 
ranging from 2,531-4,844 square feet. Located 
within Katy ISD the community is located 
near retail centers, such as Katy Mills and 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. The community 
features amenities such as a clubhouse, 
community center, fitness center, a park with 
a playground, a green belt and trails, and a 
community pool and waterfront home sites.

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99
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REAL ESTATE

Cardiff Ranch, 77494

27110 Latigo Lane  $512,641

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,239 sq. ft.
Agent: Justin Flanagan
Keller Williams Signature  281-698-7787

27403 Sunrise Ranch Drive $467,348

4 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath  4,641 sq. ft.
Agent: Justin Flanagan
Keller Williams Signature  281-698-7787

3407 Farrier Run Drive  $439,344

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  4,059 sq. ft.
Agent: Gayla Gayden
Westin Homes  281-704-3673

27107 Wooded Canyon Drive $365,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,239 sq. ft.
Agent: Gayle Bowen
RE/MAX Cinco Ranch  713-822-4539

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 04/08/15

Build-out year: Ongoing

Builders include: Meritage Homes, Westin Homes

Square footage: 2,500–5,100

Home values: $337,000–$537,500

HOA dues (estimated): $825 –$1,000 annually 

Amenities: Pool, tennis court, walking and biking 
trails, recreation center

Schools: Wolman Elementary School, Woodcreek 
Junior High School, Tompkins High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Fort Bend County Gen  0.48476 
Fort Bend DMG  0.01500 
Fort Bend MUD 58  1.45000 
Fort Bend County ESD 2  0.09800

Total (per $100 value) $3.57436

14

Homes on 
the market*

$14,690

Median annual 
property taxes

$411,000

Median 
home value

120

Average days 
on the market*

11

Homes under 
contract*

$111.60

Median price 
per square foot

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Average price of homes sold  March 2014 vs.  March 2015

Market Data
On the market  (March 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 28/38 4/8 2/55 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 53/61 9/8 5/7 1/10

$200,000–$299,999 1/6 44/60 35/44 46/72 82/50

$300,000–$399,999 9/63 1/3 30/58 23/97 185/66

$400,000–$499,999 1/9 – 10/51 18/117 152/80

$500,000–$599,999 3/22 – 9/28 3/81 99/84

$600,000–$799,999 5/46 1/264 11/38 4/95 58/102

$800,000–$999,999 3/44 – – 1/8 17/129

$1 million + 6/145 – 6/86 3/182 22/119  

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



Right now,  
       trails are being explored.

With exceptional amenities, including trails, playgrounds, a waterpark and dog park,  
surrounded by rolling hills and gorgeous natural splendor, Cross Creek Ranch has  

everything you want in the great outdoors – right here, right now.

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CISD  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

ADVENTURE 
ISLAND  
WATERPARK

OVER 15 
MILES OF 
TRAILS

 NATURE 
OVERLOOK & 
BOARDWALK

Cross creek rancH

In FULSHEAR at FM1463 and FM1093
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