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New facility could strengthen relationship with Energy Corridor

University of Houston seeks tuition 
bonds for new Katy area campus

City to split costs of project with developer

Katy Boardwalk project 
estimated at $49 million 
By Jordan Gribble

When Katy Mills opened in 
1999, city of Katy officials envi-
sioned the mall as an engine for 
growth for the city. The City of 
Katy and the Katy Development 
Authority now have plans to pro-
tect that vehicle and promote the 
city’s future growth.

Plans for a boardwalk and park 
surrounding a retention pond 
behind Katy Mills began over a 
year ago by the Katy Develop-
ment Authority. Those plans 
have since ballooned to encom-
pass an estimated $49 million 
project that will include a two-
mile boardwalk and surrounding 
park as well as a convention cen-
ter complex complete with hotel 
and a parking garage.

According to city officials, 
Katy Mills has lived up to its 
promise of becoming a powerful 
economic engine for the city. To 
ensure that the engine continues 
chugging, plans to utilize the area 
surrounding the mall began over 
a year ago, city administrator 

Byron Hebert said.
“The first economic engine 

was the construction of Katy 
Mills, and then all of the devel-
opment that was built around it. 
We’re building the boardwalk as 
another economic engine that 
can help develop that property,” 
Hebert said.

The project does, however, 
have some homeowners con-
cerned with the possible impact 
the 80-acre project may have 
on nearby communities’ such 
as Falcon Point, Grand Harbor, 
Woodcreek Reserve and Pin 
Oak Village.

Pin Oak Village Homeowner’s 
Association president Bryan Mat-
they said residents of his commu-
nity are interested in finding out 
what effect, if any, the project will 
have on their neighborhood.

“We haven’t seen a lot of infor-
mation on what the impact [on 
surrounding communities] is 
going to be. We haven’t seen traf-
fic studies or anything. I think that 
it’s important for us to look at the 

By Shawn Arrajj
The University of Houston system is look-

ing to move forward in a big way with ongo-
ing efforts to become The Energy University 
in Houston.

Officials with the UH system filed a pre-
liminary revenue bond request with the state 
Legislature in January for $58 million to help 
fund the construction of a new campus in 
Katy. The request is also part of Senate Bill 
150, an omnibus tuition revenue bond bill 
filed by Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Amarillo, asking 
for $2.86 billion for college and university 
construction projects across the state.

“This new campus is critical to our mission 
of building partnerships to the benefit of our 

positive effect of [the project] will 
have on the surrounding areas,” 
“We don’t think there’s anything 
negative with this project, but we 
just want to be more informed 
about what’s going  to happen.”

Boardwalk development
The Katy Development 

Authority, created by the city to 

oversee the development of Katy 
Mills, was tasked with develop-
ing plans for the new project.

“We thought it would be nice 
to have a little park and walkway 
around [the site’s existing reten-
tion pond], maybe with a small 
pavilion and a parking area. It 
just kind of escalated,” KDA 

See Katy Mills Boardwalk | 24
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KATY MILLS BOARDWALK
COST BREAKDOWN

Water tank repainting

Convention center

Economic development

Paving, pedestrian, 
and traffic signals

Parking garage

Landscaping and 
hardscaping

Power supply

Water and sewers

Boardwalk

SUBTOTAL: $37,941,573
INFLATION (over 10 years at 2.86% per year): $10,858,426

TOTAL ESTIMATE: $48,800,000

$7,000,000  18.4%  

Source: Katy Development Authority

students and the communities we serve,” 
said Jason Smith, UH vice president for gov-
ernmental and community relations. 

The Katy Economic Development Coun-
cil and the Katy Area Chamber of Com-
merce are among the institutions in the 
area to express support for the proposal. 
KAEDC board President Lance LaCour 
said the new campus would provide oppor-
tunities for partnerships within Katy’s 
Energy Corridor.

“[We] have been working diligently to 
get the tuition revenue bond brought up for 
a vote,” LaCour said. “We feel pretty good 
about its chance of passing.”

Demographic trends

Projected new housing occupancies 

Katy ISD student enrollment projections

A new University of Houston campus would 
capitalize on growth projected in the area 
in terms of both new housing starts and 
enrollment at area schools. Student growth in 
Katy is expected to be up 20 percent by 2019.
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The City of Katy will pay for nearly $10.5 million of the cost 
of the planned boardwalk project. The remaining total will be 
paid for by private developers.
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We sincerely thank you for selling a home here in the last year, making Towne Lake one of the fastest-growing communities in Texas.
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A hop, skip 
and a jump.
We’re right here in West Houston and
ready to partner with you in the health
care of your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency
room, pediatric intensive care unit and
more than 20 pediatric subspecialties 
conveniently located on site, we offer top
care for kids, close to home. From sports
medicine to cardiology to ophthalmology,
our specialty clinics are staffed by experts
in their fields using the most advanced
technology, in facilities designed specifically
for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation
by U.S.News & World Report and is the
highest ranked children’s hospital in the
southwest. The next time your child
needs medical care, come to us. We’re all
about kids.

For maps and information, visit 
westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

© 2015 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll. WC421_110114

Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus

18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC421_ad_WC_HopSkipJump_ImpactNews_Layout 1  10/16/14  4:26 PM  Page 1
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www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

Rely on your Dignity Memorial® provider to capture 
the essence of a person’s life in a single ceremony.

Katy
Funeral Home

Katy
281-395-7070   KatyFH.com

No two of us are alike. 
a memorial service 

should reflect that.
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CCing SSn!
Organic, Local, Specialty, Gourmet & International Groceries

Italian Corner  -  Silk Road The Spice World  -  Sushi  -  Hot Bar  -  Gyro & Kebabs  -  Wine & Beer 
Fresh Grilled Steak and Seafood  -  Fresh Salad Bar 

EXPERIENCE SHOPPING AND DINING AT YOUR NEW
NEIGHBORHOOD MARKET WITH AN

INDOOR MARKET STYLE.  FEATURING 

Shop
Eat

Discov
er

25600 Westheimer Parkway Katy,  TX 77494                           www.harvestnaturalmarket.com

The bursts of warm 
weather we’ve experi-
enced have me think-
ing that spring is right 
around the corner. 
Beautiful sunny days 
invite numerous out-
door activities, such as 
pulling out the grill for 
a backyard barbecue. 
In this edition, we hope 
you find our Barbecue 
Guide on Page 20 useful 

in planning your next weekend cookout. We’ve included 
tips from grilling experts that will help you purchase 
your next grill and find the best cuts of meat. If you 
don’t consider yourself a master of the grill, we’ve also 
included a handful of restaurants that serve down-home 
barbecue and sides. 

One of the things I look forward to most as the 
weather heats up is taking my daughters shopping for 

spring clothes. Since we’re new to the area, this year we 
are looking forward to visiting local shopping centers. 
On Page 22, you’ll find a guide to LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch. The center is still expanding, and we’ve included 
all the business names and an aerial map.

Speaking of expansion, this month we’re exploring 
a potential new University of Houston campus that 
could open in our area as soon as 2019. 

The Katy Mills boardwalk project is also making 
progress. It will bring a two-mile boardwalk and sur-
rounding green space as well as new retail, residential 
and convention center complex to the community.

Our goal at Community Impact Newspaper is to bring 
local and useful information to your mailbox every 
month. Please let us know how we are doing—we love 
hearing from you! 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What curriculums would you like to see 
offered at the potential new University 
of Houston campus in Katy?

  Education

  Nursing

  Chemical and mechanical engineering

  Finance

  Computer science

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

The University of Houston has issued a tuition revenue bond 
for $58 million for the construction of a satellite campus in 
Katy. The university’s campus operating in Cinco Ranch offers 
degrees in programs, such as nursing, education and finance.

One year after it opened to traffic, Segment E of the Grand 
Parkway has already begun to see congestion during peak 
traffic times. Grand Parkway officials have begun to look at 
the possible expansion of the road. 

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.
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Where do you experience the most 
traffic in the Katy area?

I-10 west heading toward Houston

  30% 

At the I-10 ramp and the Grand Parkway

  24% 

At South Fry Road and the Grand Parkway

  16%

I-10 west coming from Houston

  15%

At Cinco Ranch Boulevard and the Grand Parkway

  8%

On city roads away from the freeways

  7%

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 1/23/15–2/17/15

Sarah Joerin
GENERAL MANAGER

sjoerin@impactnews.com
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the restaurant is known for po’boys and 
gumbo. The company opened its first 
Houston location in 2007 and offers 
dine-in, take-out and catering services. 
281-665-7843. www.bbscafe.com

4  Pie Five Pizza Co. opened at 1473 
S. Mason Road on Jan. 30. The new 
restaurant is the 15th location in Texas 
for the national chain that has stores in 14 
states. At Pie Five Pizza, customers pick 
from 28 toppings, seven savory sauces and 
four made-from-scratch crusts for their 10-
inch pizzas, which are cooked and ready to 
eat in 5 minutes. Also on the menu are side 
salads, entree salads and desserts.  
281-717-4535. www.piefivepizza.com

5  Coffee Icon Superstore opened its 
fifth store in the Greater Houston area in 
the LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch shopping 
center at 2717 Commercial Center 
Blvd., Ste. E-170, on Feb. 7. Coffee Icon 
Superstore specializes in K-Cups and has 
more than 400 different flavors of coffee, 
tea and cocoa. Coffee connoisseurs can 
also select from a variety of different beans 
and get their coffee roasted and ground in-
store in 6–10 minutes. 281-378-5488. 
www.coffeeicon.com.

6  Snap Kitchen opened its 10th Greater 
Houston-area store—the first outside the 
city—in late January inside the LaCenterra 
at Cinco Ranch shopping center at 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. N-200. The food-
to-go store features a changing seasonal 
menu with a focus on nutritious and fresh 
offerings. Customers can choose from 
a variety of breakfast, lunch and dinner 
options such as salads, wraps, soups, 
desserts and baked goods, along with a 
variety of fresh juices. 713-467-7500. 
www.snapkitchen.com

7  Next Level Athletics opened its 
13,000-square-foot facility at 25311 
Kingsland Blvd. in early February. The 
center has a 5,000-square-foot indoor 
soccer field, and a 4,000-square-foot gym, 
in addition to a cardio room and other 
spaces. There will be classes in CrossFit, 
cardio conditioning, sports training and a 

Now Open

1  Hot Tubs of Katy opened in early 
December at 455 Katy Fort Bend Road, 
Ste. 300. The shop specializes in outdoor 
entertainment and offers Sunbelt hot 
tubs, grills, patio heaters and accessories. 
The store sells a line of hot tub chemicals 
and provides services to monitor hot tub 
chemical levels. The shop can also set up 

electrical and other construction services 
to get a hot tub up and running.  
281-371-8827. www.hottubsofkaty.com

2  HR Bullpen opened in early January 
at 21815 Oak Park Trails Drive, Ste. 204. 
The company offers professional recruiting 
services for job candidates to its client’s 
companies. Clients meet one-on-one with 
a member of the HR Bullpen recruiting 

team to learn about the hiring company’s 
culture, goals and needs for candidates. 
281-407-4450. www.hrbullpen.com

3  BB’s Cafe opened its fifth restaurant, 
its first outside Houston, at 406 W. Grand 
Parkway, Ste. A-400, in late January. 
Offering what it calls “Tex-Orleans” 
food—traditional southern Louisiana-
style cooking fused with a Texas twist—

IMPACTS
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27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #600 
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CVS

When You are Ready, We are Ready! 
Experience Great Results! 

Shannon and Kelly
It feels so incredible to accomplish things I never thought 
I could. Not to mention being able to wear clothes that 
haven’t fi t in years! I’m very happy. It’s worth every dollar!

Bryan and Cele
Having a personal trainer has kept us both accountable, 
which has led to signifi cant results much faster than we 
ever would have achieved on our own.

Debbie
I’ve lost over 100 lbs and feel fantastic! 



Katy Edition • February 2015 FEATURES  7

fitness boot camp and youth classes.  
832-437-9629. www.nlainc.org.

8  Tskukiji Fusion Sushi opened at 
24449 I-10, Ste. 400, in early February. The 
restaurant, which offers catering, private 
parties and to-go orders, serves hibachi as 
well as unique sushi rolls such as the Katy 
Roll, which features crab, jalapenos and 
cream cheese topped with pepper tuna and 
spicy ponzu sauce. 281-769-9038.  
www.tsukijifusionsushi.com

9  Natural Pawz opened its second Katy 
store Feb. 7 inside LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch at 2717 Commercial Center Blvd., 
Ste. D-140. Natural Pawz specializes in all-
natural food and treats for cats and dogs 
made with human-grade ingredients. The 
store at LaCenterra also offers grooming 
services every Thursday and Saturday. 
There are 15 locations in the Greater 
Houston area, including the first Katy 
location at 27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd.  
281-394-9164. www.naturalpawz.com.

10  Ferguson Bath, Kitchen and Lighting 
Gallery held the grand opening of its 
second Katy location at 24425 I-10 on Feb. 
18. The showroom features fixtures and 
products for bathrooms and kitchens. The 
store’s consultant’s meet one-on-one with 
customers to help them select fixtures 
for their newly constructed homes or 
renovation projects. 281-392-4070.
www.ferguson.com 

11  Trader Joe’s located in LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch at 2717 Commercial Center 
Blvd. held its grand opening Feb. 13. 
Among its offerings, Trader Joe’s stores 
stock fresh-baked artisan breads, Arabica 
bean coffees, international frozen entrées, 
pure fruit juices, fresh crop nuts, deli 
items, and vitamins and supplements, as 
well as staples, such as milk and eggs. The 
store also carries more than 3,000 items 
under the Trader Joe’s label, including 
salsas, fried rice, and marinara sauces.
281-392-4200. www.traderjoes.com

12  Dish Society, located in LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 

opened in mid-February. The restaurant 
which opened its first location in the 
Galleria neighborhood in Houston in Jan. 
2014 features farm-to-table New American 
dishes such as citrus glazed salmon, grilled 
ancho chicken, kale tostados and quinoa 
stuffed avocados. 281-394-7555.  
www.dishsociety.com

13  Optum Clinic and Urgent Care 
opened its first office in Katy at               
1463 S. Mason Road on Feb. 2. The clinic 
offers urgent care as well as physical exams 
and cosmetic procedures such as chemical 
peels. This is the clinic’s sixth Greater 
Houston area location. 281-994-6422. 
www.optumclinic.com.

14  BMW West opened its new Katy 
location at 20822 I-10 on Feb. 9. The new 
95,000-square-foot lot includes 62 spaces 
for service. The dealership carries BMWs, 
certified BMWs and other pre-owned 
vehicles. 800-564-1349.  
www.bmwwest.com

15  Salata opened its first Katy location 
at 1230 Mason Road, Ste. 200 on Feb. 19. 
The salad bar restaurant offers dozens of 
salad toppings including bean sprouts, 
feta cheese, strawberries and pumpkin 
seeds. Salads can be topped with protein, 
such as pesto chicken, baked salmon or 
herb-marinated shrimp and one of the 
restaurant’s 10 house-made dressings. 
281-394-9292. www.salata.com.

Coming Soon

16  Nothing Bundt Cakes will open 
in LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch at 2717 
Commercial Center Blvd., Ste. 160, in 
the spring. The bakery sells bundt cakes 
in varying sizes from large tiered cakes 
to individual servings called bundtlettes 
in ten different flavors, including pecan 
praline and chocolate turtle. The will be 
the bakery’s first Katy location, joining 
several others in the Greater Houston area. 
281-394-9262.  
www.nothingbundtcakes.com. 

17  Wal-mart Neighborhood Market, 
at 24919 Westheimer Parkway in 
Cinco Ranch, will open March 4. The 
38,000-square-foot store will contain a 
full selection of groceries, a deli, bakery, 
produce department and a drive-through 
pharmacy. The store is taking applications 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday for 95 positions at a hiring center at 
Westland Center at 1315 Grand Parkway, 
Ste. 114. 281-769-4208.  
www.walmart.com

18  After operating classes out of local 
gyms and fitness studios for a year, 
Kaia Fit Katy will open its first studio 
March 1 at 25311 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. A. 
The 1,200-square-foot studio will offer 
suspension training, TRX training, yoga 
flow classes and training classes for those 
planning to run a 5K, 10K or half and 
full marathons. The gym will also offer a 
nutritional program, and all of its clients 
will receive a full-body analysis at the start 
of the program to measure their progress. 
281-232-7170. www.kaiafitkaty.com

19  Chick-fil-A will open its fourth Katy 
location at 9303 I-10 in the summer. The 
restaurant serves the company’s famous 
fried chicken tenders, chicken sandwiches 
and waffle fries. The company will hire 70 
employees for the new location.  
www.chick-fil-a.com

Anniversaries

20  Hippie Princess, located at 5729 
Second St., celebrated its first anniversary 
Feb. 14. The boutique operated online for 
12 years before opening its first brick-
and-mortar location. It sells clothing for 
women by designers, such as Grace & Lace, 
Pretty Angel, T Party, Noelle and Texas 
Carpetbaggers as well as handbags, jewelry 
and boots. Personal shoppers are available 
for customers. 832-437-2381.  
www.hippieprincess.net.

News or questions about Katy? 
E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Jordan Gribble

Coffee Icon Superstore sells over 400 types of 
coffee, tea and cocoa K-Cups.

5

Trader Joe’s opened its LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch 
location on Feb. 13.

11

Nothing Bundt Cakes will open its LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch location in the spring.

15

Chick-fil-A will open its fourth Katy location in 
summer 2015 at 9303 I-10.

19
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Sleek Lines to

Ornate Elegance.

HOUSTON | DALLAS | SAN ANTONIO | AUSTIN

billiardfactory.com

Introducing Billiard Factory’s  
Masterpiece Collection. 

Preserving the tradition of 

handcrafted works of art, these 

billiard tables are selected for their 

quality, form and craftsmanship and 

purveyed from around the world. 

Exclusive to the Billiard Factory 

and starting at $20,000 this unique 

collection combines quality hardwoods 

characterized by elegant tones and 

grains, sleek lines and imaginative 

designs. a reawakening of the pleasure 

of good living in an atmosphere 

reminiscent of elegance and style. 

sigtheater.com

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, TX 77477

281-494-4567

JOIN US 
FREE COLORECTAL CANCER
SEMINAR AND SCREENING KIT

TUESDAY, MARCH 31   
6 - 7 P.M.

To register, call 832.522.5522 or visit
houstonmethodist.org/colorectal_seminar. 

Houston Methodist West Hospital is providing free 
take-home colorectal cancer screening kits during 
March. Call us to request a kit or pick one up at our 
Cancer Center at 18400 Katy Fwy., Suite 120.

18500 Katy Freeway, Houston, TX 77094
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Jocelyn Kerr
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Map not to scale

Bartlett Rd.

1463

1093

1   FM 1093 widening
The Federal Highway Administration is 
expected to issue environmental clearance in 
March to enable the widening of FM 1093 from 
the Grand Parkway to Spring Green Boulevard. 
The four-mile stretch would include 100 feet 
of the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 
County’s right of way on the south side of 
FM 1093. Two frontage roads extending into 
Fulshear will eventually be added. 

Timeline: Construction is expected to 
begin late 2015 and end in 2017.
Cost: $138.4 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation, Fort Bend County

2  Morton Road widening
Funding is in place to widen Morton Road 
from Katy Hockley Cut Off Road to Pitts 
Road. The city owns all necessary right of 
way, and a drainage study is underway. 
Once the drainage study is complete, the 
design phase will begin. The project will 
expand Morton Road to four 12-foot-wide 
lanes with a 5-foot-wide concrete sidewalk 
along one side of the road. 

Timeline: The project is still in the 
development stage, and no construction 
timeline or estimated start date have 
been set.  
Projected cost: $10.4 million
Funding sources: City of Katy  

                            S
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g G
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P
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d
. 3  New road along First Street

Funding was authorized by Katy City 
Council on Jan. 26 to construct a new 
concrete roadway along First Street from 
the newly constructed Cane Island Parkway 
to the Houston Lighting & Power Company 
railroad crossing on the east side of Katy. 

Timeline: Construction began in January 
and is expected to be complete in two to  
three months. 
Cost: $566,851 
Funding sources: City of Katy

4  Franz Road extension 
The first phase of a two-phase construction 
project continues along Franz Road in Katy 
from Avenue D to Bartlett Road. Two 12-foot-
wide lanes are being created in each direction. 
A center median will divide the road. Phase 1 
of construction will extend Franz Road from 
Avenue D to the newly constructed Cane 
Island Parkway. The second phase will extend 
Franz Road from Cane Island Parkway to 
Bartlett Road. The project began in December 
2014 and is expected to take eight months to 
complete.

Timeline: Both phases of construction are 
expected to be completed in fall 2015.
Cost:  $4.5 million
Funding sources: City of Katy (via METRO 
funds), private landowners and developers

Project update

Project spotlight

1235509_14162

10" x 6.04"

4C Let’s get to work for your business
At Wells Fargo you’ll find all the products and resources you need to 
move your business forward, along with the support and guidance of  
a banker from your community.

That’s what Wells Fargo Works for Small Business℠ is all about.  
It’s our commitment to helping small business owners in more ways 
than ever before. 

Visit wellsfargoworks.com to:
• Learn how Wells Fargo works 

for you and your business by 
providing innovative products, 
services, and programs that can meet your business needs.

• Explore videos, articles, and other resources covering a wide range of 
business topics including credit, cash flow management, real estate, 
and marketing.

Stop by or call and speak to a local banker today.

Deposit products are offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC.
© 2015 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (1235509_14162)

1235509_14162 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 2/3/15   11:33 AM
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Now Open 
Accepting adult and senior patients. 

Now Accepting Medicare
Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 

westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Westpark Tollway

S. Fry Rd.

                S.  Peek Rd.

10

99 6

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Now Open 



Katy Edition • February 2015 NEWS  11

CITY & COUNTY
News from the city of Katy Compiled by Jordan Gribble

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on March 9, 23.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Harris County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 10 a.m. on March 10, 31.

1001 Preston Ave., Ste. 938, 
Houston  
713-755-5113  
www.harriscountytx.gov

Fort Bend County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 1 p.m. on March 3, 10, 24.

500 Jackson St., Richmond  
281-341-8608  
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Waller County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. Wednesdays. 

836 Austin St., Hempstead 
www.co.waller.tx.us

New City Hall to open in spring 2016
When construction of the new Katy 

City Hall is complete in spring 2016, the 
hope is that residents will feel as if the 
building has been there all along, accord-
ing to city administrator Byron Hebert. 
The building is being constructed at 901 
Avenue C.

“A survey was sent out, and the results 
showed that people wanted a traditional 
looking city hall,” Hebert said. “They 
wanted that hometown USA feel for the 
building, that’s how we designed it to 
make it look like it’s been here for a while.”

To that end, the 33,000-square-foot brick 
building will feature columns, a three-
tiered roof and a clock tower. 

Each floor of the three-story building, 
designed by Turner Duran Architects 
and constructed by Durotech Inc., will 
serve a different administrative function. 

“The bottom floor will be utilized for 
different types of [city] business, where 
you can pay your water bills, get permits 
and pay taxes,” Herbert said.

The building’s first floor will also 
include new City Council chambers 
outfitted with new technology and more 
seating, Hebert said.

“The new chambers will have a larger 

[seating] capacity and plasma screens so 
that even people who have to stand in the 
corridor will be able to see any presenta-
tion being given,” Herbert said.

The building’s second and third 
f loors will feature administrative offices 
and the city’s human resources and 
financial departments respectively.

One half of the building will be left 
vacant, for the time being, to accommo-
date future growth, Hebert said.

“We have [planned for] this building 
to last a long time,” Hebert said. “We’ve 
looked at the potential growth of this city 
in 20 or 30 years, and we’ve accommo-
dated for that growth. When we get in the 
building, we’ll put our paper archives in 
storage in that part of the building and as 
things develop we will start building out 
that extra half.”

Construction on the building is expected 
to begin in late February and be completed 
in 18 months. At a ground breaking cer-
emony held Jan. 15, Mayor Fabol Hughes 
said the city will pay for the $7.5 million 
building out of its reserve funds.

“[Previous administrations] put 
money away, and we now have a very 
nice reserve account for this building,” 

Hughes said. “When this building is 
complete next year, we’ll write a check 
for it. There will be no tax increase and 
no bond. The citizens of Katy will own 
this building free and clear.”

The construction of the new build-
ing will help the city catch up with the 
growth it has seen in recent years, which 
the current city hall building is unable to 
accommodate, Hughes said. 

“[The current city hall] is starting 
to deteriorate rapidly,” he said. “We’re 
doubled up in offices almost sitting on 
top of each other. This is the right time 
to get the new building going.”
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The new three-story Katy City Hall will include 
spaces for public works and administration offices.

When you choose UT Physicians, you are selecting individualized care from a team of more than 
1,000 clinicians ready to meet your medical needs. UT Physicians offers advanced technologies 
with a personalized touch at our flagship location in the Texas Medical Center and a growing 
number of sites throughout the greater Houston area.

TRUST
LOOKS LIKE THIS.

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Katy, TX 77494
713-486-5300

Plans, prices, and availability subject to change without notice.

Meetings

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

Tweetings
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

INSIDE THE TEXAS LEGISLATURE   

HOUSE COMMITTEE SENATE COMMITTEE

BILL INTRODUCED

• Committee membership is determined 
by seniority or speaker of the House 
appointment.

• Each committee is assigned a different 
subject matter and receives bills from the 
speaker of the House based on subject.

• Committee membership is determined 
by the lieutenant governor.

• Each committee is assigned bills from 
the lieutenant governor.

Bill placed on 
a calendar 
for House 

consideration

Bills listed in order 
reported; however, 
bills do not have to 
be brought up for 

discussion in order of 
Intent Calendar

Speaker of the House 
signs in front of House

Bill returned to original chamber; can be 
overridden by Senate and House vote

Lieutenant governor 
signs in front of Senate

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS) 

GOVERNOR

FLOOR DEBATE (2ND OR 3RD READINGS)

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

House votes 
to approve

AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Senate votes 
to approve

CALENDAR 
COMMITTEE

CALENDAR TYPES

VETOES BILL

A legislator, committee, or special interest group drafts a 
bill that must be limited to a single subject. The bill is then 
introduced to either a House or Senate committee.HOW A BILL

A LAW

TAKE A LOOK BEHIND THE SCENES

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

NO ACTION 
TAKEN

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

BILL REPORT 
ISSUED

• Recommends 
passage; or

• Adds amendments; or 

• Substitutes new bill

• Daily (new bills)
• Supplemental  

(3rd reading,  
postponed bills)

• Local, consent 
and resolution 
(noncontroversial bills)

• Congratulatory, 
memorial  
(ceremonial bills)

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Secretary of state 
certifies bill’s passage

NO AMENDMENT 
TO BILL

Chief clerk certifies 
bill’s passage

INTENT 
CALENDAR

ITEM 

#1

BILL IS ENROLLED AND PREPARED FOR SIGNING

SIGNS BILL DOES NOTHINGOR
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THE SENATE SENDS THE BILL TO THE HOUSE

BILL HAS BEEN PASSED BY HOUSE AND SENATE

AMENDMENT: A change or 
addition to a bill
BILL: A proposed law 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: 
Five senators and five 
representatives who meet to 
resolve differences between 
a Senate and a House version     
of the same bill
FILIBUSTER: A tactic used to 
kill a bill or delay a vote in the 
Senate; a senator holds the 
floor by talking, without sitting 
down or leaving his or her desk
LOBBYIST: A person who 
meets with legislators to 
influence bills
MAJORITY: Vote of more than 
50 percent
OVERRIDE: Legislature can 
override a governor’s veto of a 
bill with a two-thirds vote from 

each chamber—the House of 
Representatives and Senate
QUORUM: Number of 
members required to 
officially start a meeting; 
two-thirds membership in 
either the Senate or House of 
Representatives
RESOLUTION: Used to 
propose an amendment to the 
Texas Constitution; can also 
take care of housekeeping 
functions of Legislature; 
statement of congratulations 
or honor
SPEAKER: Presiding officer of 
the House of Representatives
TERM: The length of time a 
political official may serve 
once elected
VETO: Governor’s rejection  
of a bill

Sources: Texas Legislature Online, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate, Texas House of Representatives

L E G I SL AT I V E

In Texas the lieutenant governor serves a four-year term, presides 
over the Senate, appoints Senate committee members and has the 
power to break a tie vote. With the Speaker of the House, he or she 
jointly chairs the Legislative Budget Board—which recommends 
budgets for all state government agencies—and is vice chairperson 
of the Legislative Audit Committee and Education Board.

The lieutenant governor also serves as governor if the governor 
dies, resigns, is absent from the state or is removed from office.

The minimum age for an individual to take the office of lieutenant 
governor is 30 years old, and he or she must be a Texas resident for 
five years as well as a U.S. citizen.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR?

Compiled by Leslee Bassman • Design by Erin Behncke

A bill can be 
halted at any point 

in the legislative 
process

Bill becomes a law

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter at @impactnews_KTY and search 
for #CITxLege, or visit communityimpact.com

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore 

• Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art
Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Consuela 
Department 56 • Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley

February 27th – March 15th, 2015

FREE

EARRINGS

Limit one per customer, while supplies last. With a 

single same-day Brighton purchase of $75 or more 

receiveyour very own Regally Yours Regal Post Earrings 

absolutely FREE!*

Receive a FREE 
exclusive Cooler 

Tote with any 
Vera Bradley 

purchase of $125 
or more. ($60 

value). Available 
in Marrakesh and 
Pixie Confetti(not 

shown).

March 19th – 22nd

Free 
Silver Barrel Clasp Bracelet, Bangle 

or Essence Bracelet with $100 
purchase

Our 2nd location is now open! 
Located in LaCenterra | 2717 Commercial Center Blvd.



Katy Edition • February 2015 FEATURES  13

women’s first semifinal game at 1 p.m. 
Registration for the dribble begins at 9 
a.m. and participants get a free T-shirt. 
5 p.m. (March 11), 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(March 12), 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. (March 13), 
1 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. (March 14), 12 p.m. 
(March 15) $24.71. Leonard E. Merrell 
Center, 6301 South Stadium Lane.  
281-396-2562. www.southland.org

20 Crustacean Ball
The Taylor High School Jazz Band 

performs at the school’s annual Crustacean 
Ball, and a meal of boiled shrimp and crawfish 
along with potatoes, corn and gourmet 
dessert, is served. Tickets are available for 
the concert and a meal or for the concert and 
dessert only. Tickets must be purchased by 
March 16, by phone. 7–9 p.m. $25 (concert 
and dinner) $15 (concert and dessert).  
832-677-3430

21 Color for a Cause
Taylor High School hosts a 5K color 

run, at which participants are doused with 
colorful powdered paint as they run. The 
run is organized by the Taylor High School 
chapters of National Honor Society and 
the Future Business Leaders of America 
benefits the Arc of Katy, a Katy-area nonprofit 
organization that creates opportunities for 
special-needs people. 8 a.m. $30 (before 
Feb. 20) $40 (after Feb. 20.) Registration can 
be completed online. Taylor High School 
west parking lot, 20700 Kingsland Blvd.          
http://tiny.cc/colorforacaus

21 Spring Stampede Craft Show 
and Family Festival 

Morton Ranch High School’s annual Spring 
Stampede Craft Show and Family Festival 
features dozens of local vendors selling 
handcrafted artisan crafts. The festival 
expands this year to offer fun for the whole 
family. In addition to vendor booths the 
festival features food trucks, a bounce 
house, face painters, carnival games, musical 
entertainment and a silent auction.  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Morton Ranch High 
School, 2100 Franz Road.

28 Katy ISD Folk Life Festival
Katy ISD hosts its 30th annual 

Folk Life Festival at which attendees 
learn how early pioneers of Texas lived. 
The event features demonstrations on 
blacksmithing, beekeeping, quilting, 
spinning and weaving, and soap-making. 
Visitors can play pioneer games, practice 
archery, make clay pottery and paint 
gourds. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. $1. The Outdoor 
Learning Center 6301 South Stadium Lane. 
kisd2.katyisd.org/olc/Pages/default.aspx

February

28 “Education is Not a Crime” 
Screening 

The Cinco Ranch Branch Library hosts a 
screening of documentary, “Education is Not 
a Crime.” The documentary by Canadian 
journalist Maziar Bahari details the difficulties 
that Baha’is, a religious minority in Iran, 
experience in order to educate Baha’i youth in 
Iran. 2:30–4 p.m. Free. Cinco Ranch Branch 
Library, 2620 Commercial Center Blvd.       
281-395-1311.  

March

05 Ties & Tiaras
Katy ISD holds its annual Ties & 

Tiaras event to celebrate the men and women 
who act as mentors for local students. The 
event features hors d’oeuvres, mocktails 
and musical entertainment provided by KISD 
students. 5:30 p.m. $40 (in advance) $50 
(on the night of the event). Noah’s of Katy 
at Mason Creek, 21402 Merchants Way.       
www.katyisd.org/dept/pie

07 Save a Baby Today 5K and 10K
Cinco Ranch High School hosts 

the first Save a Baby Today 5K and 10K. 
Proceeds from the run benefit Baylor College 
of Medicine and Texas Children’s Hospital 
research on cytomegalovirus, or CMV, a 
congenital condition that affects nearly 40,000 
infants a year. In addition to the 5K and 10K, 
the event also features a one-mile family fun 
run as well as other activities for children 
and families before and after the run. 8 a.m. 
$35 (10K), $15–$25 (5K depending on age), 
$12–$15 (one-mile fun run). Cinco Ranch High 
School, 23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd.  
www.maddiesmission.org.

11 through 15
Southland Conference Men’s 

and Women’s Basketball 
tournament and Katy Kids Dribble
Southland Conference men’s and women’s 
basketball teams compete for automatic 
bids to the 2015 NCAA tournament 
during five days of games in Katy. Katy 
ISD has hosted the tournament for eight 
consecutive years and will continue to do 
so through 2017. Three hundred kids will 
be allowed to dribble basketballs around 
the court at 11 a.m. March 14, before the 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar. 

To have Katy events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Jordan Gribble

through 28
The Woodlands Marathon 
and Health Expo

Beginning Feb. 26 with a Health and 
Fitness Expo, the weekend-long 
event features 40 exhibitors, including 
area health specialists, nutrition and 
fitness experts and other retailers. 
The races begin the morning of Feb. 
28 and includes a full marathon, half 
marathon, marathon relay, 5K run and 
a 2K family fun run. 3–7 p.m. (Feb. 
26 expo), 10 a.m.–8 p.m. (Feb. 27), 7 
a.m. (races begin on Feb. 28). Various 
prices available online. The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott Hotel, 1601 Lake 
Robbins Drive, The Woodlands.  
www.thewoodlandsmarathon.com

Worth the TRIP

F E B
26

through 29
Pin Oak Charity  
Horse Show

The Southwest Equestrian Center hosts 
the area’s most prominent equestrian 
show annually. The show features 
professional riders competing for up 
to $30,000 per competition. Proceeds 
from the show benefit Texas Children’s 
Hospital and Ronald McDonald Family 
Rooms. March 21, 27, 28 6:30 p.m. $10 
(age 12 and up). www.pinoak.org

FEATURED Event
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Why wait in 
crowded emergency 

departments?  
Priority Emergency Room 

has the same services 
from the same doctors in a 

fraction of the time!

Your Health Is 
Our PRIORITY

Check out our  
Health Fair on  
March 29th  
from 1–4 P.M.

Free Gift Card
With Patient Visit to Priority ER*

*some exclusions may apply. Only 
accepted at Woodlands and  

Katy locations. Expires 3/31/15

Present this ad to receive

281.347.6000
PriorityER.com

23114 Seven Meadows 
Parkway Katy, TX 77494
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EXPLORE
Hidden
  Creek
   The cure for 
the common

     community

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $250s to over $1 million

281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270
www.bridgeland.com

F I N D  B A L A N C E

#BridgelandBalance

New community of Hidden Creek NOW OPENNew community of Hidden Creek NOW OPEN

New Village Park coming in 2015 will include a dog park,  
skate park, heated lap pool, tennis courts, basketball courts  
and more

New Village Park coming in 2015 will include a dog park,  
skate park, heated lap pool, tennis courts, basketball courts  
and more

60 miles of nature and exercise trails weave through 
the vast beauty found in Bridgeland
60 miles of nature and exercise trails weave through 
the vast beauty found in Bridgeland

900 acres of lakes offer limitless opportunities for active 
and passive play
900 acres of lakes offer limitless opportunities for active  
and passive play

GRAND OPENING! February 23 - March 8 
Tour 10 model homes • Win prizes • Receive $1,000 gift card on purchase of new home 

Great builder specials are also available!

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com
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Around Katy

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Recently many Katy residents have traveled 
abroad, competed in rodeos or shopped in 
newly opened stores. 

1  St. John XXIII College Preparatory 
students Brittany Bowles (from left), Elena 
Irvine and Amanda Stoner were among the 
500 high school cheerleaders and dancers 
from across the country who traveled to 
England to perform at the New Year’s Day 
Parade in London.

2  Shoppers lined up at the grand opening 
of Trader Joe’s at LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch shopping center on Feb. 13.

4

1 2

3 5

Compiled by Jordan Gribble
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3  Cinco Ranch High School student Hunter 
Kalmus and his cow competed in the Katy ISD 
rodeo’s steer competition at the Merrell Center 
on Feb. 19.

4  Katy ISD students Callie Korenek and Drew 
Douglass competed in the KISD rodeo’s hog 
and goat competitions respectively on Feb. 19.

5  Competitors in the KISD rodeo’s goat 
competition line up to be judged on the rodeo’s 
opening day Feb. 19.

ABA and Health and Behavioral Intervention Clinic

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 
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A Casual Night 
in Black and White 

                 Sponsored by

Thursday, April 23, 2015
Palacio Maria, 21728 Highland Knolls Drive

Reception: 6:30 PM / Dinner: 7:30 PM
Sponsorships Available 

www.katyisdeducationfoundation.org
foundation@katyisd.org

281-396-6031

An evening of jazz music featuring artists in residence for the Katy Jazz Festival 

The Carla Helmbrecht Quintet 

Call (713) 422-2209
HM-Houston.com

It’s that time of year...
Spring Up Your Kitchen and Bath!

FIRST APPOINTMENT

$25 OFF
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It’s a great feeling to know
you’ve come to the right place.

Call today to schedule your VIP visit.
(281) 395-9600  •  www.thesolana.com
24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas

THE RESERVE AT KATY
New Home Sites Now Available!  

From the mid-$400s • (832) 449-2266

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

NEW YEAR | NEW HOME

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Design trends, tips, 
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

CINCO RANCH - SYCAMORE MEADOW
Final Home Available for Quick Delivery!
From the upper $700s • (281) 394-7670

CINCO RANCH - IRONWOOD ESTATES
Homes Available for Quick Delivery!
From the mid-$600s • (281) 394-7680

PROTECT YOUR 
HEALTH
GET SCREENED FOR COLON CANCER

Colon cancer is highly preventable through regular 
screenings. At Houston Methodist West, we believe 
prevention and early detection lead to  better 
treatment options and patient outcomes. 

For more information on colon cancer 
prevention or to find a doctor, please call 
832.522.5522.

   •   Colon cancer is the second leading
       cause of cancer-related deaths in the U.S.

   •   One in 20 people will be diagnosed
       with colon cancer.

   •   About 90% of new cases occur in
       patients 50 or older.

   •   Patients with a family history of colon
       cancer are at an increased risk of 
       developing the disease.

   •   There are currently more than one 
      million colon cancer survivors in the U.S.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Texas National Outfitters 
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Christy Conrad (second from left) opened Texas National Outfitters in Katy in 2012.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

M
ar

ie
 L

eo
na

rd

Texas National Outfitters
Katy boutique celebrates Texas culture 

A love for all things Texan 
inspired Christy Conrad to 
open Texas National Outfitters 

in 2012, a boutique that specializes in 
custom boots, leather products and other 
unique Texas gift items. 

Although they grew up in Texas, 
Conrad and her husband moved to 
Italy for two years, while overseas they 
realized the significance of Texas cul-
ture worldwide. 

“People there talked about our boots 
and how they thought we rode horses to 
work, and when we came back, it stood 
out to us how 
special it is being 
in Texas with the 
culture of boots, 
cowboy hats, the 
rodeo and all the 
traditions,” Con-
rad said. 

The couple started their company as an 
online store but eventually opened their 
first brick-and-mortar location in Katy 
on South Mason Road before branching 
out and opening two additional stores in 
Austin and Houston. 

“We are really focusing in on attract-
ing that businessman who wants the 
nice Nile crocodile boots that look good 
with black slacks all the way to the true 
cowboy who needs the spur guard on the 
side of his boot,” Conrad said. 

In addition to specialty boot lines, 
such as Lucchese and Rios of Mercedes, 
Texas National Outfitters can also create 
custom boots for men and women.  

“Custom boots appeal to people 
because they can put their company 
logo or initials on a boot,” Conrad said. 
“We’ve had companies come in because 
they want to order boots for their  
top sales guys or for the president of 
the company.” 

Customers who want custom boots can 

BUSINESS

3522 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-392-2668
www.t-n-o.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.,
Sun. 1–6 p.m. 

Boot lines
Texas National Outfitters carries the 
following boot lines:

• Rios of Mercedes
• Nicona Boots

• Lucchese Boots 
• Layne Boots

Whiskey barrels
Texas National Outfitters 
carries charred oak barrels 
that age any type of liquor 
or wine. 

“You can put any liquor in it and it 
smooths it out and turns it into something 
nice,” owner Christy Conrad said. “It works 
with anything that gets better with age.” 

The barrels are made locally in the 
Pearland area.  

The business carries a variety of gift items made 
in Texas, including charred oak barrels.

Texas National Outfitters sells specialty boots for 
men and women.

Bracelets made from vintage belt buckles are 
another locally made gift option.

By Marie Leonard

visit the company’s larger location off 
I-10 in Houston that opened in October 
for a custom fitting.

“It’s a neat experience because we 
have the boot shop there separated by 
Plexiglas windows so you can watch 
them [make] boots,” Conrad said. 
“They measure your foot and talk to 
you about what you want—the options 
are endless. You can build it from the 
ground up.” 

Texas National Outfitters carries 
a wide selection of custom leather 
products, such as belts, Bible covers, 

pistol cases, tally 
books and portfo-
lios. Other spe-
cialty items include 
custom-made 
jewelry such as a 
line of vintage belt-
wrap bracelets made 

locally in Katy. 
Texas National Outfitters is also a 

big advocate for Texas culture, par-
ticularly Texas music, Conrad said. 

“We’ve partnered with places like 
Firehouse Saloon and Redneck Coun-
try Club,” she said. “We actually have 
artists come into all three of our stores 
and sing since each store has a little 
stage area. We’ll have up-and-coming 
Texas music artists come and perform, 
and we’ll sponsor some of them.” 

Although the Conrads have 
expanded their presence in Texas over 
the last two years, they plan to spend 
this year continuing to evolve into the 
store they have always imagined. 

“We want [our stores] to be com-
fortable and family-oriented,” Conrad 
said. “We want the mom and pop feel. 
We think all these different facets 
with the Texas music and custom 
items are what separates us from 
other boot stores.” 

“We want our stores to be 
comfortable and family-
oriented. We want the 
mom-and-pop feel.”

—Christy Conrad, owner

• Old Gringo
• Rod Patrick
• Black Star 

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 240 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10
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or

IT’S GOOD TO 
HAVE A CHOICE.
It’s even better when the choice is clear.

Natural gas service from CenterPoint Energy 

costs 50 percent less than from other 

providers, and we’ve been serving this 

community for over 150 years. Ask your 

home builder today for clean, safe, affordable 

natural gas service from CenterPoint Energy. 

CPNGM-0052_2015 GCC Print Ad_10 x 12-25.indd   1 1/9/15   1:56 PM
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Seafood on the Geaux
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The shrimp po’boy is served with lettuce, tomato and choice of condiments. ($8.99)
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Seafood on the Geaux
Business brings taste of Louisiana to Katy  

W ith a menu full of catfish and 
shrimp dinners, po’boys and 
authentic Cajun-inspired 

food, Seafood on the Geaux has some-
thing for everyone. 

“It’s true Louisiana flair,” said Dory 
Steen, director of human resources for 
Tad’s Restaurants, which owns Seafood 
on the Geaux. “Our recipes come from 
the [owner Darrin Cobb’s] mom’s and 
grandma’s old recipes, so it’s home-style 
Louisiana cooking.” 

Owner Darrin Cobb’s experience in 
the restaurant industry began when he 
opened up a sports bar in Eunice, Loui-
siana about 16 years ago prior to opening 
Seafood on the Geaux in Katy off Mason 
Road in early 2014. 

“It was perfect because we started right 
around Lent and everyone wanted sea-
food,” Steen said. “Then we hit crawfish 
season and just boomed. We have the 
best crawfish in Katy.” 

Guests can purchase crawfish by the 
pound when it is in season, which typi-
cally lasts from February through June. 
Crawfish are $7.99 a pound for three 
pounds or less and $7.49 for four pounds 
and more, but the market price goes 
down throughout the season. 

Due to its outside-only dining area, 
Seafood on the Geaux was originally 
going to serve as a crawfish boiling spot, 

DINING

979 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-398-3003 
www.seafoodonthegeaux.com 
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

New restaurants 
Later this year, the owners of Seafood on the 
Geaux plan to open Tad’s Steak and Seafood 
off FM 1463 in Katy. 

“That menu will be even larger and will 
have a full bar, dining area, patio and kid’s 
place,” said Dory Steen, director of human 
resources for Tad’s Restaurants. “It will be 
a good family restaurant because there’s 
nothing out there right now like that.” 

Additionally, Tad’s Bar and Grill is expected 
to open in Tomball this spring.

The catfish dinner comes with french fries, toast 
and house made Pierre sauce. ($8.49) 

Seafood on the Geaux features a drive-thru win-
dow so people can call in orders ahead of time.

The restaurant offers catering services for 
private parties and other large events. 

By Marie Leonard

but seafood dinners and po’boys were 
added to the menu since crawfish season 
only lasts several months. To serve owners 
who choose to eat on-site, Seafood on the 
Geaux features an outdoor dining area 
with picnic tables and covered awnings. 

“It’s BYOB here, so people will bring 
their own cooler, dump 20 pounds of 
crawfish in it and sit at the picnic tables 
and eat crawfish and drink beer for an 
hour,” Steen said. “It’s a good place to 
bring a family.” 

Seafood on the Geaux also offers cater-
ing services for big events and private 
parties, Steen said. 

In addition to boiled crawfish, Seafood 
on the Geaux has catfish, shrimp, oyster 
and chicken dinners on the menu, all of 
which are served with French fries and 
toast. Guests can also find etouffee made 
with crawfish tails served over a bed of rice 
along with sausage and seafood gumbos. 

“The etouffee is one of the main Cajun 
dishes as well as the gumbo,” Steen said. 
“We use a Cajun roux that is directly 
from Louisiana.” 

Guests are encouraged to call ahead, 
when placing an order so they can pick up 
the food without having to leave the car. 

“That’s why we call it Seafood on the 
Geaux,” Steen said. “You can pick up a 
fresh dinner that’s not really fast food, but 
it’s served fast.” 

Separate the head from the tail by grabbing  
and twisting the two parts.

STEP ONE: Grasp, twist and snap STEP TWO: Peel
Peel back the first layer of shell  
on the tail to expose more meat.

STEP THREE: Pull
Pull out the tail meat with your fingers  
or teeth. 

STEP FOUR:  Enjoy the rest
Some enjoy sucking the juice from 
the other end of the crawfish. 

How to eat a crawfish

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
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BBQ
Guide

Katy

With sunny weather on the horizon, families will soon head out to patios 
and parks and start lighting up their grills. Community Impact Newspaper’s 
Barbecue Guide has tips to keep in mind when looking to purchase a new 
grill as well as advice on the best cuts of meat for grilling and cooking tips 
from a local grilling expert. For those looking to have someone else do the 
cooking, the guide also features several notable local barbecue restaurants. 

Compiled by Jordan Gribble | Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

Midway Barbeque
6025 Highway Blvd.
281-391-2830
www.midwaybarbeque.com

Nonmacher’s Bar-B-Que
606 S. Mason Road
281-392-7666

Big Mike’s BBQ
21822 Franz Road
281-850-5250

Red River BBQ & Grill
1711 S. Mason Road
281-578-3800
www.redriverbbq.com

Spring Creek Barbeque
21000 Katy Freeway
281-829-0359
www.springcreekbarbeque.com

Meat Masters
2020 S. Fry Road Ste. G
281-646-0505
www.meatmasterskaty.com

Midway Deer Processing
5901 Highway Blvd.
281-391-3101
www.midwaydeerprocessing.com

Don Chepe Meat Market
5701 Franz Road
281-392-3644

What are the best cuts of meat 
for grilling?

You’ve got your brisket, chicken and so 
forth, and people like to grill that type of 
stuff. But we also suggest that people grill 
other types of meat. We sell a lot of filet 
mignons and rib-eyes for grilling, those 
are real tender cuts of meat. Sausage 
is popular, and bratwurst, pork or beef 
sausage all do well on the grill.

Westside Grill and Fireplace
22010 Highland Knolls Drive
281-392-5535
www.westsidegrillandfireplace.com

Hot Tubs of Katy
455 Katy Fort Bend Road
281-371-8827
www.hottubsofkaty.com

RESTAURANTS

BUTCHERS COOKING TIPS

GRILL MERCHANTS
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What are the biggest mistakes 
that people make when grilling?

A lot of people have a tendency to overcook 
meat. When you overcook meat it bursts a 
lot of fat pockets out so it’s not as juicy. The 
best thing you can do is to season up your 
meat and then let it rest before you put it on 
the grill. When you take the meat off the grill, 
it’s always a good idea to let it rest while you 
fix your potato. You do not want to cut a hot 
steak-let it contract a little bit so the juices 
can go back in.

Marvin Kropelnicki, owner of Meat Masters, offers tips on 
the best cuts of meat for grilling as well as how to ensure 
that any meal is grilled to perfection.
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A W A R D - W I N N I N G  S C H O O L S

Acclaimed Katy and Lamar school districts
provide A+ education for all ages.

E X C E P T I O N A L  A M E N I T I E S  

From the sparkling lake and scenic trails to the
resort-style pool and tennis courts, there’s

something for everyone to enjoy.

P R E M I E R  H O M E B U I L D E R S  
Featuring some of Houston’s most sought-after

builders, Firethorne is the ultimate place to
build your dream home.

A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D 
P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  | R AV E N N A  | S A R AT O G A

K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F
loving where you live.

P L E A S E  V I S I T   f i r e t h o r n e . i n f o  F O R  I N V E N T O R Y.

N E W  S E C T I O N S 

NOW OPEN!

220-665 Feb CommImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 2/17/15   4:10 PM

What should customers look for 
when shopping for a new grill?

If you don’t want to buy a new grill every 
few years, you should look for a stainless 
steel grill. Stainless steel grills are what 
most people are looking for now, but most 
people don’t know that there are different 
grades of stainless steel. When you go to 
a mass merchant and their grill says that 
it’s stainless, it doesn’t tell them that it 
may be a low-grade of stainless steel 
and lower-grade stainless steel rusts. If 
you’re buying a stainless steel grill, take a 
magnet with you. If the magnet sticks to 
the surface of the grill, it’s a lower grade 
stainless. A magnet won’t stick to higher-
grade stainless steel. 

What should customers look 
for when shopping for an 
inexpensive grill?

If all you’re looking for is to cook on an 
occasional weekend—not looking for 
a long-term product—look for burner 

spacing to ensure the grill has good heat 
distribution and doesn’t have hot and cold 
spots. Everybody just looks at the pretty 
exterior of the grill, but look inside the grill 
to see if it offers enough space. To protect 
your investment, buy a grill cover and 
don’t keep it next to a pool treated with 
chlorine, which will make a cheaper grill 
rust much faster.

When should customers 
consider purchasing a more 
expensive grill?

You’ll save yourself a lot of time and 
money in the long run with a more 
expensive grill. With proper maintenance, 
you won’t have to go out and buy a new 
grill every two or three years. You’ll be able 
to get something with a higher temperature 
range and something that you can buy 
parts for to repair. With a more expensive 
grill, you won’t have to chase the heat 
around, you’ll be able to sear your meats 
properly so that more juice is locked in.

GRILL BUYING TIPS BARBECUE STYLES
David Hendricks, manager of Westside Grill and Fireplace, 
offers shoppers tips on what to consider when buying a 
new grill as well as criteria on which grills will meet the 
average customer’s budgets and needs.

Sources: National Barbecue Association and Kraft Foods

• Pulled pork, pork sausage and ribs
• Multiple sauce types including mustard, 
 ketchup, vinegar or cola- based sauces
• Vinegar, sugar and red pepper flake baste

• Pulled pork, pork sausage and ribs
• Sauces typically use tomato, brown 
 sugar, molasses or vinegar
• Rubs typically use cayenne, paprika, 
 black pepper or sugar

• Beef brisket and pork sausage
• Sauces typically use sweet chili,
 ketchup, brown sugar, molasses  
 or cumin
• Black pepper, onion, garlic and salt-
 based rubs

• Beef brisket 
• Pulled pork, ribs
• Chicken and lamb
• Multiple sauce types include tomato-
 based varieties with molasses, vinegar 
 and chili powder

TEXAS
KANSAS  

CITY

CAROLINASMEMPHIS
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CORRIDOR

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, a 
300,000-square-foot mixed-use 
development center opened in 2007. The 
retail center currently features over 90 
stores, restaurants and other services.

Dining/ Beverages

1  Another Round Wine Bar 
281-394-2115 • www.anotherroundkaty.com

2  Baker St. Pub & Grill 
713-830-1858 • www.sherlockspub.com

3  Berripop Frozen Yogurt 
281-394-2167 • www.berripop.com

4  Bonefish Grill 
281-394-5099 • www.bonefishgrill.com

5  D’Amico’s Italian Market Café 
281-769-9682 • www.damico-cafe.com

6  Dish Society  
281-395-5533 • www.dishsociety.com

7  Fish City Grill 
281-693-3474 • www.fishcitygrill.com

8  Genghis Grill 
281-394-2445 • www.genghisgrill.com

9  Grimaldi’s Pizzeria 
281-574-0070 • www.grimaldispizzeria.com

10  Jamba Juice 
281-574-1646 • www.jambajuice.com

11  Kenzo Sushi Bistro 
281-371-8200 • www.kenzosushi.com

12  Las Alamedas Mexican Grill & Bar 
281-347-3030 • www.lasalamedas.com

13  Nestle Toll House Café 
281-371-8101 • www.nestlecafe.com

14  Nothing Bundt Cakes  
281-395-5533                                        
www.nothingbundtcakes.com

15  Panera Bread 
281-395-6100 • www.panerabread.com

16  Perry’s Steakhouse & Grille 
281-347-3600 
www.perryssteakhouse.com

17  Rocket Fizz Soda Pop & Candy Shop 
281-394-7533 • www.rocketfizz.com

18  Snap Kitchen - Coming Soon! 
www.snapkitchen.com

19  Starbucks 
281-395-4010 • www.starbucks.com

20  The Sweet Boutique Bakery 
281-394-5776 • www.tsbcakes.com

21  Torchy’s Tacos  
281-394-7808 • www.torchystacos.com

22 Trader Joe’s  
281-395-5533 • www.traderjoes.com

23  ÜBERRITO 
281-371-7150 • www.uberrito.com

24  World of Beer 
281-394-9625 • www.worldofbeer.com

25  Zoës Kitchen 
281-347-1017 • www.zoeskitchen.com

Health & Wellness

26  Amerejuve MedSpa 
281-394-7411 • www.amerejuve.com

27  Áurea Salon & Spa by AVEDA 
281-395-6711 
www.aureasalonandspa.com

28  Basu Plastic Surgery 
281-394-5112 
www.basuplasticsurgery.com

29  Cinco Ranch Dermatology 
281-394-9500 • www.cincoderm.com

30  Elements Massage - Now Open! 
281-394-7119                                             
www.elementsmassage.com

31  Emmanuel Salon 
281-394-2212 • www.emmanuelsalon.net

32  Merle Norman Cosmetics 
281-395-5200 • www.merlenorman.com

33  Mojo & Moxie 
281-394-2218 • www.mojoandmoxie.com

34  Pure Barre - Now Open! 
281-394-9000 • purebarre.com

35  Retina Consultants of Houston 
281-394-7959 • www.houstonretina.com

36  Smile Envy 
281-391-4200 • www.smile-envy.com

37  SportClips 
281-392-6900 • www.sportclips.com

38  Venetian Nail Spa 
281-394-5220 • www.venetiansalon.com

Retail

39  Runway Seven 
281-394-2600 • www.therunwayseven.com

40  Beau Kisses 
281-395-4445 • www.beaukisses.com

41  Brothers 
281-574-4129 • www.shopbrothers.com

42  Chico’s 
281-574-1980 • www.chicos.com

43  Claire’s 
281-574-1663 • www.claires.com

44  Coffee Icon  
281-378-5488 • www.coffeeicon.com

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch
23501 Cinco Ranch Boulevard
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Compiled by Sarah Joerin
A spotlight on independently owned businesses and a comprehensive 
listing of stores, services and restaurants in LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch.
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45  Crazy 8 
281-395-5045 • www.crazy8.com

46  Eddie Bauer 
281-574-3700 • www.eddiebauer.com

47  Francesca’s  
281-394-7006 • www.francescas.com

48  Gymboree 
281-395-5033 • www.gymboree.com

49  Hauerland’s Gifts 
281-395-5533

50  J. Barton Clothiers 
281-392-7500 • www.j-barton.com

51  J. Jill 
281-574-1600 • www.jjill.com

52  Jos. A. Bank Clothiers 
281-395-9510 • www.josbank.com

53  Justice 
281-574-4129 • www.shopjustice.com

54  Kirkland’s 
281-391-4404 • www.kirklands.com

55  Langford Market  
281-394-9145 • www.langfordmarket.com

56  LAVO Collections 
281-225-5286 • www.lavocollections.com

57  LOFT 
281-371-2540 • www.loft.com

58  Luke’s Locker 
281-391-7880 • www.lukeslocker.com

59  Mattress One 
281-394-7260 • www.mattress1.com

60  Music & Arts Center 
281-391-1933 • www.musicarts.com

61  Natural Pawz  
281-394-9164 • www.naturalpawz.com

62  Relax the Back 
281-693-6325 • www.relaxtheback.com

63  RIZ Cosmetic Eye Boutique 
281-392-7890 • www.rizeye.com

64  Soma Intimates 
281-392-5223 • www.soma.com

65  Talbots 
281-574-1640 • www.talbots.com

66  The Round Top Collection Gallery 
281-394-7385 • www.shop.thertc.com

67  White House | Black Market 
281-574-4200 
www.whitehouseblackmarket.com

Services

68  Allstate 
281-395-1800 • www.allstate.com

69  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices | 
Anderson Properties 
281-392-0200 • www.andersonprops.com

70  Chicago Title 
281-398-3036 • www.ctic.com

71  Cinco Ranch Financial 
281-693-2222 
www.cincoranchfinancial.com

72  David Ward Partners 
281-693-6161

73  Eventsia Group 
713-337-1600 • www.eventsiagroup.com

74  Frontier Title Company 
281-391-9181 • www.frontiertitletexas.
com

75  Frontier Title Company B220 
281-391-9181 • www.frontiertitletexas.com

76  Global Energy Development PLC 
281-574-1909 • www.globalenergyplc.com

77  Katy Area Chamber of Commerce 
281-391-5289 • www.katychamber.com

78  Kerry R. Gilbert & Associates | 
KGA/DeForest Design 
281-579-0340 • www.krga.com

79  Law Office of Scott P. Callahan, P.C. 
713-888-9000

80  Members Choice Credit Union 
281-398-9900 • www.mccu.com

81  Metroworth Consulting 
832-321-4053 • metroworth.com

82  Moffatt & Nichol 
713-977-7372 • www.moffattnichol.com

83  Peloton 
281.394.2142 • www.peloton.com

84  Securranty, LLC 
608-492-6129 • www.securranty.com

85  Spice, Inc. 
281-769-2920 

86  Stokan Jaggers & Associates 
281-394-2005 • www.stokanjaggers.com

87  The Adams Law Firm 
281-391-9237 • www.adamslawfirm.com

88  The UPS Store 
281-394-7957 
www.katy-tx-6221.theupsstorelocal.com

89  Transportation Equipment, Inc. 
281-371-1000 • www.teix.com

90 Vista Equities Group Developer 
281-395-5533

91  Weichert Realtors 
281-394-5114 • www.weichert.com

92  Woodco Fund Management 
281-394-5656

93  Woodcreek 
281-398-8118 • www.woodcreek.net

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.

Thomas John Kennedy of Texas, DDS, PLLC - General Dentistry 
James Amaning, DDS • Maharshi Yagnik, DMD
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President Skip Conner said. “Next 
thing you know we’re looking at 
not only the boardwalk, but a con-
vention center and a hotel looking 
over the water and restaurants, 
office buildings and homes. It just 
fed off of itself, and now we’ve got 
a big project going.”

In addition to its orig-
inal intent of revital-
izing the city’s invest-
ment in Katy Mills, the 
boardwalk will ben-
efit the city by bring-
ing more attention and 
tourists to the area, 
Conner said.

“Anything we can do 
to draw people into the 
city of Katy will be a 
benefit in the long run,” 
he said. “People will come to 
the boardwalk and buy things 
and we will get their sales tax, and 
maybe they’ll like it so much they’ll 
move here.”

Paying for the project
To pay for its estimated $10.5 million 

portion of the project, on Jan. 26 the city 
of Katy approved an extension of a tax 
increment reinvestment zone or TIRZ put 
in place nearly two decades ago during the 
construction of the mall. 

A TIRZ sets a baseline tax rate and in 
successive years as tax revenues increase, 
the additional tax funds above the base-
line amount are reinvested into specific 
projects approved by City Council. 

A private developer will be on the hook 
for the remaining $39 million of the project, 
which will include a retail plaza, an office 
park and high-density residential zones.

The funding of the project will play out 
similarly to how funding was handled 
for the construction of Katy Mills, Katy 
Development Authority chairman Steve 
Robinson said.

During the planning stages of the mall, 
a TIRZ was created. Bonds held within 
that zone were paid off four years ahead of 
schedule in 2014, now tax revenues from 
the TIRZ will fund the city’s estimated 
$10.5 million portion of the boardwalk 
project, Robinson said.

During the construction of Katy Mills, 
developer Simon Property Group, L.P. 
was responsible for paying for the cost of 
the mall as well as related infrastructure, 
and then reimbursed for infrastructure 
improvements by the city from the proper-
ty’s tax revenue. Similarly, developer Simp-
kins Group, the owners of the boardwalk 
property, will pay for the construction of 
the project’s planned structures and infra-
structure, according to Robinson.

The city’s financial obligation to the proj-
ect will include nearly $300,000 of the esti-
mated $1.9 million water and sewer infra-
structure costs, nearly $4 million of the 

$6.3 million allotted for roads in and con-
necting to the site, as well as the total cost 
of the project’s planned $4.8 million park-
ing garage. The city is also expected to pay 
nearly $2.2 million in landscaping costs 
and $500,000 for the repainting of the city’s 
water tank to fit the look of the planned 
project, according to Robinson.

“The city is not being asked to go out at 
risk to build new roads, parks, sewers and 
drainage by themselves that’s why we can 
afford to reinvest in the existing mall this 
way,” Robinson said.

The Simpkins Group will be responsible 
for the majority of the estimated remain-
ing $39 million of the project, including 
the $10 million and $1.8 million costs of 
the project’s planned convention center 

and boardwalk respectively. A private 
residential developer will be responsible 
for the costs of building the project’s resi-
dential zone. The KDA has not yet named 
a residential development partner.  

“The developer needs to expend the 
money upfront, build the roads and the 
infrastructure,” Robinson said. “If they are 
successful in building vertical improve-
ments that create a financing capability for 
the city to pay them back, then they will do 
that. This is the same way we treated Katy 
Mills when they came in.”

Plans for the boardwalk project
Although the site for the planned board-

walk project had humble beginnings 
around the retention pond of the mall, 

the project is designed to make the area a 
destination for Katy residents and tourists, 
according to Kerry Gilbert of Kerry Gilbert 
and Associates, the firm responsible for 
preliminary planning for the project.

“We looked at what makes a conven-
tion center and hotel successful, and to 
make those things successful you need 
an office district, high- and low-density 
residential districts and some retail,” Gil-
bert said.

Kacey Reina, tourism director for the 
city of Katy, said that the inclusion of the 
convention center will help ensure the 
boardwalk project’s future success.

“A couple years back we had done a 
study, and we found that there was a 
need for a convention center in this area,” 

Katy Mills Boardwalk
Continued from | 1
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NThe Katy Mills boardwalk project is slated 

to include a convention center complex 
complete with hotel and parking 
garage as well as zones for retail, 
office use and residential. 

MAP LEGEND
Retail

Conference center

Hotel

Mixed-use

Office space

Residential

Grass

Water

Existing road New road Boardwalk

According to city officials the boardwalk project will revitalize the city’s investment in Katy Mills.
Map not to scale

RETENTION POND  
AND BOARDWALK

CONVENTION 
CENTER

HOTEL

Renderings courtesy of Kerry Gilbert and Associates

KATY MILLS
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BREAKING
NEW GROUND
IN HEALTH CARE. AND IN KATY.

As Katy continues to grow, so does our 
commitment to delivering the best possible  
care for you and your family.

The $85 million expansion at Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 

is well under way. Our new 100,000-square-foot professional office 

building opens in February and our 229,000-square-foot patient 

tower is slated to open in November. With additional surgery suites, 

intensive and intermediate care units, an expanded Emergency 

Center, sports medicine, diagnostic imaging, endoscopy and 

women’s services, including a neonatal intensive care unit and new 

postpartum and labor & delivery suites, you can expect the latest 

technologies and comprehensive care.

memorialhermann.org

ADVANCE YOUR CAREER WITH US. CALL 1.866.441.4567.

Reina said. “This is the perfect location 
for a mid-size convention center that 
will be about 55,000 square feet. From a 
tourism perspective the convention cen-
ter will be a great draw, [and] to have it 
attached to the hotel and everything else 
that is planned for the space, we feel that 
it will all be very successful.”

The KDA will also ask that the city cre-
ate overlay districts for the boardwalk 
project’s surrounding areas to ensure sur-
rounding buildings, streets and medians 
meet the design criteria of the boardwalk 
project. 

“We are proposing overlay districts on 
both Katy Fort Bend Road and from King-
sland Boulevard to Pin Oak Road. Those 
streets are the main access to the complex 

here, so we want them to look good,” Gil-
bert said.

Timeline for the project
Since plans began over a year ago, the 

boardwalk project has moved briskly with 
development expected to begin in two to 
three years.

“It’s a ten year project,” Herbert said. 
“We’ll probably get some good movement 
in the first phases in the next two to three 
years. We’ll get the boardwalk up and then 
the convention center. The plaza, hotel and 
some of those other areas will follow. Hope-
fully it will be completed in ten years.”

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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Source:  Katy Development Authority

The mixed-use plaza to be constructed directly across from the planned convention 
center complex will feature retail and office spaces and a stage for live entertainment.

The planned convention center complex will include a 55,000-square-foot convention 
center as well as a hotel and parking garage. 

The boardwalk project’s planned residential zone is slated to include attached 
brownstones and detached villas. 
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heritagetexas.com

CROSS CREEK RANCH  |  6311 FLEWELLEN  FALLS |  $510s 
Christine Duncan — 713.882.0990

CINCO RANCH  |  4930 ROSE CANYON |  $790s 
Rita Donnelly — 832.236.4762

CINCO RANCH  |  27807 MERCHANT HILLS LN. |  $470s 
Kelly Chamberlain — 281.633.1669

8 Misconceptions of
Elder Law

• Is my estate large enough to 
require a will?

• Is a trust appropriate for me?
• What are my rights as a 

spouse or child?
• How can I protect my assets 

if I need long term care?

Presented by:
Kerri Graham, Graham & Theander, 

PLLC Estate Planning and Elder 
Law Services

10
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1520 Katy Gap Rd
Katy, TX  77494

REAL ESTATE FINANCIAL PLANNING VETERAN’S BENEFITS ESTATE PLANNING

March 5 March 26March 19March 12
Strategically Moving Seniors
When Mom and/or Dad Need 

More Help
• Understanding housing 

options
• Strategies for finding the 

right property
• Financial options
• Utilizing owned real estate
• Coordination of professional 

resources
Presented by:

Linda Jordan, SRES (Senior Real 
Estate Specialist) Keller Williams

Strategic Moves Realty

Financial Planning For
Long Term Care

• What does Long Term Care 
really mean?

• Paying for Long Term Care
• Medicaid eligibility
• Medicaid planning
• The 5 key features of Long 

Term Care Insurance

Presented by:
Tim Hudson

CFP, CLU, ChFC,CRPS
SilverStar Financial Services

VA Aid & Attendance Pension 
Benefit

• What is The Aid and Atten-
dance Pension Benefit?

• Who can qualify to receive 
$13,561 to $25,020 per year 
tax-free?

• Do your current assets 
disqualify you from receiving 
this benefit?

Presented by:
James Rush, CFP, CRPC

Financial Services Agent Veterans 
Financial Inc.   

EVENT LOCATION

What Seniors and Families With Seniors
MUST Know About Smart Planning.

These FREE Presentations Are Held On Thursday at 5:30 PM Through March ONLY!
Call Legacy At Falcon Point for more information    (281) 394-0628      LegacyAtFalconPoint.com

Critical information and successful senior living
strategies presented by specialists.

1520 Katy Gap Rd. Katy, TX 77494 
(281) 394-0628 

Benefits include:

n  Rapid recovery and quicker 
    return to an active lifestyle
n  Most go home the same day
n  More natural feeling knee
n  smaller incision
n  less scarring

I f  T h I s  L o o k s 
P a I n f u L  T o  Y o u r  k n e e s …

then Your Knees should consider MAKOplasty®

MAKOplasty® partial knee resurfacing is a minimally invasive procedure for knee 
osteoarthritis powered by highly advanced, surgeon-controlled robotic arm  
technology—saving as much of your original knee as possible.

For more information, call 281.377.6250
10655 Steepletop Drive, Houston, TX 77065 | www.CyFairRoboticSurgery.com

cy-fair Hospital is the first hospital in  
northwest Houston to offer MAKOplasty.®
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University of Houston 
in Katy

Officials with the 
University of Houston 
system filed a preliminary 
revenue bond request 
with the state legislature 
in January for $58 
million to help fund the 
construction of a new 
campus in Katy. The new 
campus is intended to 
provide room for future 
growth as the system’s 
colleges reach capacity.

4242 S. Mason Road, Katy
• 36,000-square-foot building
• In operation since 1986
• Partners with area community
 colleges to offer courses
• Students negotiate course 
 registration and tuition payments
 through one of University of 
 Houston’s home universities
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Cinco Ranch 
teaching center 

What’s a tuition 
revenue bond?

A tuition revenue bond provides a way for 
colleges to pay for the construction of new 
buildings with tuition revenue generated by 
future tuition paid by students. 

Submissions are evaluated by the Texas 
Higher Education Coordinating Board using 
a variety of factors, including the need for 
more space, project efficiency and where 
the project ranks in terms of importance in 
an institution’s overall master plan. Interest 

   Bond details

Cost: $58 million
An attempt to pass a $37 million bond 

failed in the 2013 legislative session.

Source: University of Houston

Source: Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

Space deficit
University of Houston system officials 

recognize that getting the tuition revenue 
bond approved could be an uphill battle. 
The state has not approved any requests 
for this type of bond since 2006. A request 
from the UH system for $37 million to 
build a Katy campus in 2013 never reached 
the House floor. 

However, Richard Phillips, associate vice 
chancellor for system initiatives at the UH 
System at Sugar Land Cinco Ranch cam-
pus, said increasing space deficits make the 
problem more urgent this year. The existing  
Cinco Ranch center has reached capacity, 
and its location does not provide room for 
sufficient expansion, he said.

Enrollment across UH campuses has 
steadily increased from 37,000 in fall 2009 
to just under 41,000 in fall 2014. The argu-
ment for the need to build is also based 
largely on enrollment growth projections 
expected at Katy ISD from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. In their 2014 study, 
Population and Survey Analysts stated 
student enrollment in Katy is expected to 
increase 20 percent—roughly 14,000 stu-
dents—by 2019.

The university is still in the early stages 
of planning, Phillips said. More informa-
tion on a site location and the programs 
that will be offered will be determined 
over the next few months.

“We plan on meeting with the EDC 
leadership in March and will be talking 
to community leaders to identify other 
programs,” he said. “We will also be relo-
cating and expanding the programs cur-
rently offered at UH Cinco Ranch.”

Smith confirmed that degree offerings 
are still being determined, but will likely 
include education, business, technology 
and possibly engineering, among others.

Whether the funding request is approved 
hinges on how convincingly the university 
can communicate the need for space. The 
Texas Public Policy Foundation advises 
against the use of tuition revenue bonds, 
which are typically paid off with increases 
in tuition, unless all existing space has 
been maximized. 

Access to the Energy Corridor
A location has not yet been determined 

for the proposed Katy campus, but Smith 
said accessibility to the Energy Corridor—a 
district along I-10 where a number of large 
energy corporations are headquartered—is 
a tremendous benefit. 

Since taking over as UH chancellor and 
president in 2008, Renu Khatur has made 
developing connections to the Energy Cor-
ridor a major priority for the system. The 
Katy campus is being proposed following 
the January announcement that UH was 
awarded a federal grant to build a subsea 
engineering research center in Houston.

“In the coming years, we will aggressively 
compete in these areas while continuing 
to invest in stellar programs of national 

prominence across various disciplines,” 
Khatur said in her fall 2014 address. 

The proposal has garnered support 
both from community leaders and lead-
ers at energy companies already located 
in the corridor. 

Clark Martinson, general manager of 
the Energy Corridor District, said this 
development would contribute to the eco-
nomic sustainability of the Katy area.

“We want to foster an environment 
where students at the middle school level 
can follow the path through high school, 
to college and into the workforce and can 
move seamlessly from one institution 
to the next,” Martinson said. “Houston 
Community College has already done 
great work to achieve this in the area, but a 
University of Houston campus would give 
students the chance to get that four-year 

payments on a tuition revenue bonds are 
spread out over the course of the bond at 
a fixed rate. 

More than a dozen requests from across 
the state are expected to be filed this 
session. The board has not approved any 
tuition revenue bond requests since 2006.

degree while remaining in Katy.”
Martinson, who is also an active mem-

ber of the American Institute of Certi-
fied Planners and the American Institute 
of Architects, has been leading efforts to 
promote business development, mobil-
ity and livability in the district. Working 
closely with the various corporations in the 
Energy Corridor, Martinson said he often 
hears about the importance of maintaining 
a skilled workforce.

“The economic growth in west Houston 
has been astounding,” he said. “The further 
development of education opportunities 
could only be viewed as a positive.”

Tentative opening: 2019
specific site location and designs 

are not yet known

 60,000-square-foot 
instructional facility

Additional land for future expansions

Potential access to 
Energy Corridor

Major area employers include 
Conoco, Shell, Geico and BP

What curriculums would you like to see offered at the 
potential new University of Houston campus in Katy?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

University of Houston
Continued from | 1
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Hawks Landing features dozens of newly built 
homes with prices ranging from $195,000 
to $410,000. The neighborhood features a 
recreation center and parks and easy access 
to Katy Mills and other retail locations, 
restaurants and entertainment. Located 
within KISD, the neighborhood will be the 
future site of a new junior high currently under 
construction. KISD expects the school to be 
completed in June 2016.  
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Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$600,000

$550,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Average price of homes sold  Jan. 2014 vs.  Jan. 2015

Market Data
On the market  (February 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 35/60 2/6 2/30 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 58/55 8/62 10/38 2/5

$200,000–$299,999 1/5 47/52 35/45 43/67 86/52

$300,000–$399,999 8/56 – 33/49 24/94 182/61

$400,000–$499,999 1/35 – 11/72 22/90 140/82

$500,000–$599,999 – – 7/47 1/113 71/96

$600,000–$799,999 2/49 1/221 5/30 5/94 60/106

$800,000–$999,999 1/25 – 2/148 – 12/142

$1 million + 7/80 – 5/107 3/207 16/169  

REAL ESTATE

Hawks Landing, 77494

2114 Wild Peregrine Drive $331,591

4–5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,648 sq. ft.
Agent: Lisett Labarca
Champions Real Estate Group 918-933-8222

26606 Sooty Tern Drive  $373,151

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,200 sq. ft.
Agent: Jeremy Larkin
Keller Williams Realty   281-339-1800

26618 Sooty Tern Drive  $376,362

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,005 sq. ft.
Agent: Mark Bailey
Champions Real Estate Group 281-391-6666

26719 Grey Peregrine Drive $387,936

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,005 sq. ft.
Agent: Mark Bailey
Champions Real Estate Group 281-391-6666

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 02/18/15

Build-out year: 2011–present

Builders include: CastleRock, Gehan Homes

Home values: $195,000–$410,000

HOA dues (estimated): $665 annually 

Amenities: Pocket park, playground, community 
area, community pool

Schools: Woodcreek Elementary School, 
Woodcreek Middle School, Tompkins High School

Nearby attractions: Katy Mills Mall, shopping, 
dining, I-10, hospitals

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Fort Bend County Gen  0.48476 
Fort Bend DMG  0.01500 
Fort Bend MUD 58  1.45000 
Fort Bend County ESD 2  0.09800

Total (per $100 value) $3.5744

16

Homes on 
the market*

$13,462

Median annual 
property taxes

$376,623

Median 
home value

76

Average days 
on the market*

2

Homes under 
contract*

$113.44

Median price 
per square foot

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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FEST of TAILS

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CSID  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

Up in the air about what to do this spring? Join us for a sensational day of high-flying fun and furry excitement at  

Cross Creek Ranch. Combining incredible giant kite flights, amazing dog demonstrations, tons of food and awesome  

entertainment, Fest of Tails is a wonderful way to discover just how great the good life is at Cross Creek Ranch.

FEST of TAILS
Food, fun and fantastic model homes!

Saturday, April 11, 2015 11am-4pm

CrossCreekTexas.com  •  Katy ISD & Lamar CSID  •  Homes from the $280s to Millions    

Up in the air about what to do this spring? Join us for a sensational day of high-flying fun and furry excitement at 

Cross Creek Ranch. Combining incredible giant kite flights, amazing dog demonstrations, tons of food and awesome 

entertainment, Fest of Tails is a wonderful way to discover just how great the good life is at Cross Creek Ranch.
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Food, fun and fantastic model homes!Food, fun and fantastic model homes!

Saturday, April 11, 2015 11am-4pm
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