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Master-planned community to include 2,000 homes

Developers reveal plans for 
1,000-acre Cane Island site

By Jordan Gribble
Developers of Cane Island, 

a nearly 1,000-acre master-
planned community in Katy, 
have announced details of the 
community ahead of its spring 
2015 grand opening.

Cane Island, the city of Katy’s 
first master-planned community, 
will contain a range of single-
family and custom homes. Once 
it reaches full build-out, the com-
munity located between Hwy. 90  

and Morton Road will feature 
some 2,000 homes, said Dan 
Naef, CEO of Rise Development, 
the developer of Cane Island.

Community construction
  Construction on Phase 1 of Cane 
Island began in October with 
builders focusing on the neighbor-
hood’s featured amenities, said Jen-
nifer Jones, vice president of mar-
keting at Rise Development.
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See Cane Island | 31
Construction on the first phase of Cane Island, which will include the master-
planned community’s Amenity Village and 13 model homes, began in October. 

Federal transportation funding integral to statewide, Greater Houston area projects
Congress battles Highway Trust Fund deficit 
By Matt Stephens

Although Texas voters approved  
Proposition 1 on Nov. 4—a con-
stitutional amendment which 
could provide $1.7 billion to state 
transportation projects in the 
next year—Texas and the rest of 
the country have an even more 
significant long-term transpor-
tation funding problem on the 
horizon: the Highway Trust Fund. 

The federal government’s fund-
ing source for transportation 
projects across the country, the 
HTF could run out of money 
if Congress does not pass new 
legislation this session. In addi-
tion, decreasing revenue from the 
motor vehicle fuel tax and a grow-
ing need for transportation proj-
ects means the HTF is facing an 
average $17 billion annual deficit 
from 2015–23 unless Congress 
finds a new funding source. 

“For a growing state like ours, 
[the HTF is] even more critical,” 
said Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The 
Woodlands. “Just in our commu-
nities, we’re seeing a strong econ-
omy, more growth in people, in 
businesses and—on the roads—
more growth in cargo. It’s creating 
a critical situation that requires 
that we act soon on this.”

Funding problem
The majority of HTF revenue is 

generated by 18.4 cents for every 
gallon of gas pumped throughout 
the country as well as 24.4 cents 
per gallon of diesel gas. The gaso-
line tax has not increased since 
1993, said Janet Kavinoky, execu-
tive director of transportation  
and infrastructure for the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce.  

With less gasoline tax revenue 
being generated, the federal gov-
ernment has had to borrow from 
the rest of the budget to make 
up the difference. Since 2008,  
$64.1 billion has been borrowed 
to make up the shortfall, she said. 

The national recession in 2008 
exacerbated the gas tax revenue 
decline, Kavinoky said. 

“When [people] drove less, 
they also bought less gas, so there 
were fewer fuel taxes going into 
the [HTF],” she said. “We didn’t 
anticipate that, so we had to start 
making up the difference. People 
didn’t jump back into driving the 
way they did before, so we [have 
been] making up the difference 
ever since.“

While Congress deals with a 
long-term problem of fixing fed-
eral transportation funding, there 

is perhaps a more pressing issue of 
what to do about funding trans-
portation in the next fiscal year. 

Kavinoky said Congress passed 
a bill in July to extend MAP 21—
the federal transportation act that 
has provided states transportation 
funding since  2013—until May 
2015. However, unless Congress 
acts before then and approves a 
new bill to fund transportation, 
the HTF could run out of money. 

“I don’t think we’re hearing any 
great panic about this,” said Alan 

Clark, director of the Houston-
Galveston Area Council’s Metro-
politan Planning Organization. 
“Most people feel like it’s a matter 
of when [a bill is passed], not if. 
But I think there’s a bigger issue of 
transportation funding overall.” 

Local effect 
More than one-third of the 

Texas Department of Trans-
portation’s budget comes from 
federal funding, TxDOT Public 

See Highway Trust Fund | 28
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Highway Trust Fund revenue has not kept up with the need for transportation 
projects. Since 2008, the federal government has borrowed $53.3 billion from 
the general fund to make up the difference. 
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Experience all we have to offer at CaldwellCommunities.com

At Caldwell Companies we strive to build extraordinary communities that 

enrich lives, create lasting relationships and connect people. That’s why 

we are honored to receive such recognition from the GHBA. Additionally, 

we are forever grateful for our many wonderful builders, loyal homeowners 

and dedicated partners. Without you, creating great places would not be 

possible. We sincerely thank you for your continuous support.

• Community of the Year– Rock Creek

• Community Landscape Design of the Year– Willowcreek Ranch

• Master Plan Landscape Design of the Year– Towne Lake

• Interactive Point of Sale Experience of the Year– Towne Lake

• Sales Information Center of the Year– Towne Lake

• Humanitarian of the Year (Business)– Caldwell Communities

Thank you.

Caldwell Companies recently recognized as  

the GHBA 2014 Houston’s Best Developer.

067-756 GreatOaks Cy-FairCommImpactAd Dec 10x12.25 MECH.indd   1 11/20/14   1:50 PM
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Howdy
partner.
We’re right here in West Houston and
ready to partner with you in the health
care of your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency
room, pediatric intensive care unit and
more than 20 pediatric subspecialties 
conveniently located on site, we offer top
care for kids, close to home. From sports
medicine to cardiology to ophthalmology,
our specialty clinics are staffed by experts
in their fields using the most advanced
technology, in facilities designed specifically
for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation
by U.S.News & World Report and is the
highest ranked children’s hospital in the
southwest. The next time your child
needs medical care, come to us. We’re all
about kids.

For maps and information, visit 
westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll. WC409_090114

Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus
18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC409_ad_WC_HowdyPartner_ImpactNews_Layout 1  9/4/14  4:45 PM  Page 1
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Now Open 
Accepting adult and senior patients. 

Accepting adolescents after the fi rst of the year! 
Call for a free assessment 

832.535.2770 

westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Westpark Tollway

S. Fry Rd.

                S.  Peek Rd.

10

99 6

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 
offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 
and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.

Now Open 
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As we close out 
another year, I am 
reminded of and I am 
truly thankful for all the 
support of the Katy-area 
residents, businesses 
and community leaders. 
It has been an exciting 
year, and there has been 
tremendous growth.

Throughout 2014 we 
have added more than 
5,000 addresses to our 

monthly distribution, and we now mail more than 
90,000 papers every month in the Katy area. These 
numbers excite me because even with the growth in 
business and residential communities, we have seen that 
we are able to continue providing in-depth news cover-
age of topics that impact you. 

I am constantly reminded of growing up in Katy 
and seeing the rice fields, the tractors hard at work 
and hunters waiting for the next goose or duck to fly 

by. With the $748 million Katy ISD bond passing in 
November, there has been a significant number of 
announcements heralding growth coming to North 
Katy. The former rice fields have for sale signs on them, 
and work is being done on what all that acreage will 
soon become. Cane Island is also taking shape with 
grand opening plans in early 2015 and a commitment 
to make the development a community hub for the Katy 
area. There are so many Katy businesses that will see 
an impact from this development, which will almost 
double the size of the city when completed. 

I could not be more proud to be born and raised in 
Katy, and to have the privilege of hearing stories from 
my mother and father, who were also raised in Katy and 
still reside here. Amid the growth, there is still a great 
charm to the Katy area. Katy is a special place—isn’t 
that why you chose to live or do business here? 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Our newest urgent care location is now open at West Road and Beltway 8!

Open 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 7 days a week • 281-949-3737
 

• Sprains/strains/broken   
 bones

• Minor burns/lacerations
• Allergies/allergic reactions

Because decking the halls sometimes leads to falls, we’re open just in time to handle your holiday pains and 
strains! We can provide care for the following conditions:

• Cold/flu/pneumonia
• Insect bites/stings

URGENT CARE 
• 9110 Barker Cypress  
 at West Road 
• 14044 Spring Cypress  
 at Grant Road 

EMERGENCY CARE
• 10655 Steepletop Drive  
 (F.M. 1960 near Jones Rd.)
• 27126 Highway 290  
 at Mueschke Rd.
 

• 7015 Barker Cypress  
 at F.M. 529  
• 8470 Hwy. 6 North  
 at West Road  
 

• 9138 West Road  
 at Beltway 8 
 

www.CyFairERandUrgentCare.com

• Work related injuries
• And much more!

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS
What would be the most attractive 
feature to you when choosing a 
neighborhood to buy a home in?

  Quality of schools

  Average price of homes

  Proximity to your workplace

  Neighborhood amenities

  Proximity to restaurants and shopping

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

In our November issue, we reported on Christ Clinic, which 
through a grant, has been able to extend its hours to treat 
more uninsured Katy residents in an effort to reduce wait 
times at local emergency rooms.

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app, 
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com 
for more local news with IMPACT.

© 2014 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.
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The last time you went to the 
emergency room, how long did you 
wait before receiving treatment?
More than one hour

  52% 

I was treated immediately

  24% 

Less than 15 minutes

  14%

16–30 minutes

  7%

30 minutes to 1 hour

  3%

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 11/26/14–12/10/14

Kelly Hammons
GENERAL MANAGER

khammons@impactnews.com
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4  Marassi Pizzeria opened its 
1,650-square-foot location in the Plaza 
on the Park shopping center at 20660 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. L, Katy, in 
early December. The restaurant has a 
dining area for about 40 customers and 
offers takeout and delivery services. 
The restaurant’s menu includes special 
offerings, such as a low-calorie pizza and 
unique desserts. Catering is available, and 
plans for other locations in the area are 
under development. 281-665-3252.  
www.marassipizzeria.com

5  Phit Studios opened Dec. 1 at 24022 
Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 120, 
Katy. The fitness studio offers full gym 
memberships to all of its facilities as 
well as a la carte options, such as access 
to the cardio room or the weight room. 
Personal training is also available, as well 
as classes in aeril yoga and Surf Set Fitness, 
an exercise class taught on surf boards 
only available in two gyms in the Greater 
Houston area. 281-512-7288.  
www.phitstudios.com

6  Preferred Urgent Care opened at 1450 
W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. M, Katy, on 
Nov. 8. The facility treats all ages providing 
services such as primary care, urgent 
care, post-emergency room care, as well 
as corporate physicals, immunizations, 
X-rays and other lab services. This is the 
clinic’s first Katy location. 281-916-1444. 
www.preferredurgentcare.com

7  Proactive Lifestyle Fitness opened its 
6,000-square-foot facility at 811 S. Mason 
Road, Katy, in late December. The gym 
features new, top-of-the line workout 
equipment, including weight machines 
of all kinds and cardio equipment such 
as treadmills. Spaces for cardio workouts 
and free weights are available as are locker 
rooms and a towel service. Personal 
trainers at the gym use science-based 
fitness to personalize workouts and diets 
for each client. 832-233-3113.  
http://on.fb.me/12tYk73

8  Robyn’s Nest Boutique opened 
its first Katy location in the Reserve at 

Now Open

1  Cetera Advisor Networks opened its 
Houston regional office Dec. 1 inside the 
Entrust building at 22322 Grand Corner 
Drive, Ste. 125, Katy. Cetera advisers offer 
guidance on personal and business financial 
planning, as well as retirement, college 
education and investment planning. 713-
785-3404. www.ceteraadvisornetworks.com

2  Kabob Korner opened in early 
November at 557 S. Mason Road, Katy. The 
eatery features kebabs with different types 
of meats and vegetables in Indian and 
South Asian styles. The restaurant’s menu 
also has vegetarian options. 281-769-1999. 
www.kabobkorner.com 

3  Louetta Automotive opened its ninth 
location in early December at 4019 FM 

1463, Katy. The auto repair center offers 
several different services for foreign and 
domestic cars ranging from oil changes 
and state inspections to complete engine 
and transmission overhauls. The five-bay 
facility also features a large waiting room, a 
free iPad mini bar with Wi-Fi, a coffee bar 
and a play area for children.  
832-437-5722. www.louettaautomotive.com

IMPACTS
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2205 S. Mason Rd. Katy, TX  |  281-492-7117 • Call today or schedule an appointment online at MyAutoCheck.com

Mon-Fri 7:00am to 6:00pm,  Sat 8:00am to 4:00pm,  Closed Sunday

Foreign, 
Domestic 

and Lt. Diesel 
Trucks

Family Owned and Operated

Most Extended
Warranties
Accepted

Foreign, 
Domestic 

and Lt. Diesel 
Trucks

Most Extended
Warranties
Accepted

• 2 Year or 24,000 Mile Warranty
• 24 Hour Roadside Assistance/Towing
• No Repairs Started Without Prior Approval
• Complimentary Shuttle Service
• ASE Certifi ed Technicians
• Professional Quality Work For A Fair Price
• Commitment To Customer Satisfaction

• Alignments
• Air Conditioning & Heating
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Cooling Systems
• Drivability/ Tune-up
• Electrical

• Engine Diagnostics
• Lubrication
• Radiator Repair & Sales
• Scheduled Maintenance
• Suspension & Steering
• Tires & Wheels

Repair or Maintenance Service

$$$101010 OFFOFFOFF
$100 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other offer.  
Limited Time Only. Expires 1/31/15.

$$$505050OFFOFFOFF
$500 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other 
offer.  Limited Time Only. 1/31/15.

$$$252525 OFFOFFOFF
$250 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other offer.  
Limited Time Only. Expires 1/31/15.

Repair or Maintenance Service Repair or Maintenance Service

$$$333 OFFOFFOFF
 The 5th oil change is FREE. 

 Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 1/31/15. 

Each Oil Change Service

Complete Car Care You Can Trust
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Cinco Ranch Shopping Center at 22167 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 140, on Nov. 8. 
The boutique sells refurbished furniture, 
home accessories, vintage jewelry, clothing 
and gift items. The store also has a location 
in Spring. 281-944-9707.  
www.robynsnestboutique.net

Coming Soon

9  First Cup Cafe will open its first 
location at 11525 S. Fry Road, Ste. 110, 
Fulshear, in January. The cafe will offer 
espresso, lattes and other coffee drinks, 
as well as frozen coffees and smoothies, 
pastries, desserts and sandwiches for 
breakfast and lunch.  
www.twitter.com/yourfirstcup

10  First Service Credit Union will open 
its first Katy location near Costco at I-10 
and the Grand Parkway in 2015. The credit 
union offers services such as banking, auto 
loans, home loans and personal loans, as 
well as investment strategy services.  
www.fscu.com

11  Hauerland’s Purveyors of Fine Goods 
will open a second location on Commercial 
Drive in LaCenterra in spring 2015. The 
gift shop sells Pandora and Brighton 
jewelry, handbags by regional designers 
such as Consuela, candles, holiday and 
home decor, bath products and other gifts. 
The Katy shop will be the store’s second 
location. 281-395-4595.

Relocations

12  Aberdare Business Solutions 
opened at 468 Park Grove Drive, Katy, in 
mid-November. The new facility offers 
bookkeeping services, payroll services, 
Quickbooks services and business 
consulting. 281-599-3380.  
www.aberdare.us.com

Expansions

13  Living Word Lutheran Church, 
located at 3700 S. Mason Road, Katy, 
broke ground Oct. 26 on a 4,340-square-
foot expansion. The project will include 

visitor and member gathering spaces and 
more than 2,500 feet of flexible social 
event space. The church’s preschool will 
have a covered drop-off and be completely 
renovated. Technology upgrades to 
the church will include new audio, 
video, networking and assistive hearing 
capabilities. Church officials expect 
construction to be completed in April.
281-392-2300. www.livingwordkaty.org 

Anniversaries

14  Brite Healthcare at 21400 Provincial 
Blvd., Katy, is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary in December. Brite specializes 
in sleep therapy and treating sleep apnea, 
and the clinic is staffed by certified 
respiratory therapists. 281-945-4000.  
www.britehealthcare.com

15  Cravin’ Cajun located at 2323 N. Fry 
Road, Katy, celebrated its first anniversary 
in November. The restaurant serves Cajun 
fare such as po’boys, fried and grilled 
seafood, crawfish, oysters and crabs as well 
as unique Cajun-Asian fusion cuisine, such 
as Cajun Fried Rice. 832-321-4179.  
www.thecravincajun.comcastbiz.net

16  Neiman Marcus Last Call, located 
at 5000 Katy Mills Circle, Ste. 321, Katy, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary Dec. 3. 
The luxury goods store sells discounted 
clothing by designers, such as Michael 
Kors, Burberry, Hugo Boss and Diane Von 
Furstenberg, for men and women as well as 
shoes, handbags, jewelry, accessories and 
home decor. 281-644-2000.  
www.lastcall.com

17  Posh Salon & Spa, located at 3522 S. 
Mason Road, Ste. 200, Katy, celebrated 
its first anniversary in November. The 
salon and spa specializes in haircuts, 
highlighting, coloring and hair extensions 
by appointment or walk-in visits.  
832-437-5620. www.poshsalonkaty.com

18  The Vapor Bar at 1721 Fry Road, Katy, 
celebrated its first anniversary Dec. 16. The 
store sells high-quality electronic cigarettes 
and supplies. The retailer has six other 

locations in Cypress, Dallas and West 
Virginia. 281-492-0980.  
www.thevaporbarstore.com

19  Venetian Nail Spa at 2643 Commercial 
Center Blvd., Ste. B330 in LaCenterra at 
Cinco Ranch in Katy celebrated its first 
anniversary in December. The spa offers 
nail care, waxing and eyelash extension 
service. 281-394-5220.  
www.facebook.com/VenetianNailSpaKaty

In the News

Vidal Ramirez, president of the Allegiance 
Bank of Texas in Katy, has been elected 
chairman of the Methodist West Hospital 
board of trustees. Ramirez has 46 years of 
banking experience. He is a graduate of 
Texas Southmost College in Brownsville 
and of Southwestern Graduate School of 
Banking at SMU–Dallas. New trustees are 
identified through and evaluated based on 
their commitment, tenure and role in the 
West Houston and Katy communities.

One of the Greater Houston area’s largest 
beer-inspired gatherings will call a new 
site home next year when the Wild West 
Brewfest taps the kegs at Katy Mills Mall. 
Presented by the Rotary Club of Katy, the 
Brewfest will get underway with a launch 
party May 1 ahead of the big event May 2. 
Tickets start at $50 for both days and $25 
for the Brewfest only May 2. The Brewfest 
will feature 90-plus brewers and 400 taps, 
including a beer garden with traditional and 
unique craft-beer selections. Tickets can be 
purchased at www.katybrewfest.com.

The Katy Area Economic Development 
Council received a Community Economic 
Development Award in October for 
communities with a population greater 
than 250,000 from the Texas Economic 
Development Council. The award 
recognizes exceptional contributions of 
TEDC member areas toward the economic 
vitality of their communities and the state 
of Texas through creativity, leadership and 
partnership in the achievement of business 
retention, business recruitment and 
community improvement. News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Jordan Gribble

Phit Studios opened Dec. 1 and offers full gym 
memberships as well as a la carte options. 

6

Preferred Urgent Care opened Nov. 8. The facility 
offers primary and urgent care for all ages.

7

Brite Healthcare is celebrating its 10th anniversary 
in December and offers treatment for sleep apnea.

14

Posh Salon & Spa specializes in haircuts and 
coloring. The spa had its anniversary in November.
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All CPO 
E-Class, S-Class 

and GL-Class
 (excluding AMG® and Diesel Models) 

for all 2011-2013 vehicles you could receive 
first month’s payment up to:

we will make your first payment!

amazing rates on 
all 2011-2013 models:

unlimited confidence – extended  
limited warranty comes standard

With 382 horses, 
who needs reindeer?

Certified Pre-Owned Event
Combine these offers for incredible savings!

With over 600 vehicles on site, you can’t help but find the Mercedes-Benz of your dreams.

CPO APR Payment 
credit program**

CPO APR 
finance program***

Complimentary 
pre-paid maintenance  

2-year/2-service*

GL-Class $1,000
GLK-Class $     450
S-Class $1,000

C-Class $450
E-Class $600
M-Class $600

24-48 mo. 1.99%

49-72 mo. 2.99%

*Pre-Paid Maintenance offers are valid November 1, 2014 – January 2, 2015. Only applies to Certified Pre-Owned models listed – AMG® and Diesel models excluded. **Above CPO APR Payment Credit Offers are valid 
November 1, 2014 – January 2, 2015. Applies to all credit tiers. Only applies to Certified Pre-Owned models listed above. ***CPO Special rates are valid November 1, 2014 through November 30th, 2014. Vehicles shown 
above (Mercedes-Benz G550 and the Mercedes-Benz C63 AMG Sedan) are not available for savings in the Certified Pre-Owned Event. See Mercedes-Benz of Sugar Land for details.

15625 Southwest Freeway at Highway 6
mbsugarland.com |    281.769.5991

631-695 December CommImpactAd Katy 10x12.25 MECH.indd   1 11/21/14   3:18 PM
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New traffic pattern

Project update

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Jordan Gribble

3   New road along First Street 
At its regular meeting Dec. 8, the City Council 
approved the construction of a new road. The 
road will run along First Street from the new 
Cane Island Parkway on the west to the 
Houston Light & Power Company Railroad 
crossing on the east side of Katy. The road will 
be 28 feet wide. 

Timeline: The project will begin in January 
with construction estimated to finish in two to 
three months.
Cost: $457,480
Funding sources: City of Katy

4  FM 1093 widening
Fort Bend County held a public hearing  
Dec. 8 to receive community comments 
about the widening of FM 1093. The project 
would widen a four-mile stretch of FM 1093 
from the Grand Parkway to Spring Green 
Boulevard. Eventually, the project would 
include two frontage roads extending into 
Fulshear. The project would also see the 
road’s right of way changed to include 
all 100 feet of the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County’s right of way on 
the south side of FM 1093. After receiving 
the necessary environmental clearance to 
move forward on the project from the Federal 
Highway Administration in May 2014, project 
modifications caused that clearance to be 
revoked. Environmental clearance for the 
updated project is expected to be issued in 
March 2015, officials said.

Timeline: Construction is expected to begin 
late 2015 and end in late 2017.
Cost: $138.4 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Fort Bend County

5
2

3

4

6

5  Cane Island Parkway Segment 1 
The second phase of construction on Cane Island Parkway Segment 1 began in September 
and is being managed by the city of Katy. The road project’s first phase of construction on 
Cane Island Parkway from Morton Road to Hwy. 90 was completed in early November. The 
second phase of construction will focus on bridging Hwy. 90 to the Cane Island master-
planned community’s entrance. 

Timeline: Texas Department of Transportation’s work on the I-10 overpass, part of the 
second phase of construction, is expected to wrap up in summer 2015.
Cost:  $2 million 
Funding sources: City of Katy, TxDOT, private developers

1  I-10 feeder conversion
The I-10 feeder road at the intersection of 
FM 1463 has been changed from a two-
way road to a one-way road traveling east. 
The road is one-lane only as new signals 
are put in place. The conversion will be 
permanent.
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Project spotlight

6  The Grand Parkway Segments F1, F2 and G
Once complete, Katy residents will be able to travel the Grand Parkway to reach The Woodlands 
or New Caney starting in late 2015. Construction on the road requires several lane closures and 
traffic diversions on a number of roads surrounding the project. Three segments–F1, F2 and 
G–of the project are under simultaneous construction and will total 37 miles of Houston’s third 
outer loop. The segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 and interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 
249 and I-45. The newest stretch of the toll road opened in late 2013, connecting Hwy. 90 with 
I-10 in Katy. For up-to-date information on the project’s progress and construction information, 
including all lane closures, visit www.grandparkway99.com. 

Timeline: The project is estimated to be complete in December 2015.
Projected cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT    

1463

1093

2  Franz Road extension 
The extension of Franz Road in Katy from 
Avenue D to Bartlett Road began this month. 
The project will create two 12-foot-wide 
lanes in each direction, divided by a median. 
A two-phase project, the first phase will be 
the construction of Franz Road to meet Cane 
Island Parkway. The project’s second phase of 
construction will extend Franz Road to meet 
Bartlett Road.

Timeline: The project is expected to be 
completed around eight months after its start.
Cost:  $4.5 million
Funding sources: City of Katy (via 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County 
funds), private landowners and developers
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Texas Children’s Hospital plans for 
state-of-the-art isolation unit that 
can treat patients with Ebola

Walls go up at  
Memorial Hermann 
Katy tower site

By Jim Levesque
Texas Children’s Hospital announced 

plans to build a $16 million special isola-
tion unit at its West Campus along I-10 
in Katy. The eight-bed unit will be spe-
cifically for children with highly conta-
gious infectious diseases, such as Ebola, 
pandemic influenza, enterovirus-68 and 
others, officials said.

“We will build a state-of-the-art isola-
tion unit designed and staffed to provide 
the highest quality care and treatment 
for infants and children with serious or 
life-threatening infectious diseases of 
public health significance, always with 
the greatest possible margin of safety,” 
said Dr. Mark Kline, physician-in-chief 
at Texas Children’s and chair of the 
Department of Pediatrics at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine. “We believe this will 
be an indispensable resource to our local 
community, Texas and the nation.”

Only four patient biocontainment 
units equipped and staffed to care for 
patients with contagious infectious dis-
eases exist in the entire country, hospital 
officials said.

This isolation unit at Texas Children’s 
will incorporate the latest scientific and 
technological approaches to biocontain-
ment, officials said, including negative air 
pressure, laminar airflow, high-efficiency 
particulate air filtration, separate ventila-
tion, anterooms, biosafety cabinets, a 
point-of-care laboratory, special security 
access, autoclaves and incinerators.

There will be two levels of protec-
tion from airborne particles as well as a 
comprehensive waste management plan, 

By Jim Levesque
Commuters on I-10 have seen some 

notable changes to the north as  
construction at Memorial Hermann 
Hospital Katy continues. What once 
was a ground-level foundation has 
turned into the shell of a six-story, 
229,000-square-foot expansion of the 
hospital slated to open next year.

Construction began in May on the  
$85 million project that will add 52 beds 
in the patient tower—bringing the hospi-
tal’s total to 194 beds—and a four-story, 
100,000-square-foot medical plaza for 
office space west of the hospital.

Marshall B. Heins, chief facility officer 
for Memorial Herman, said work on 
both buildings is progressing within the 
original construction timeframe and is 
coming in slightly under budget. 

The medical office building is slated to 
open in May, and the hospital tower is 
set to open in November.

Crews raised the four-story walls of 
the tower with a method called tilt-wall 
construction. The concrete walls were 
hoisted into position by cranes then  
connected. Heins said after all the walls 
are put in place, crews will work to add 
the top two floors to the tower.

The shell of the tower should be 
completed shortly after Christmas, 
Heins said. Interior construction of the 
hospital will take three times as long as 
an office building because of all the spe-
cial plumbing, ventilation and electrical 
work required, he said.

But expansion at the Katy hospital  
will not be complete after the two 
buildings are finished, Heins said. The 
current construction is the second of a 
three-phase plan for the 72-acre site. A 
third patient tower and medical build-
ing could be built within the next 10 
years, he said. 

Heins said the hospital’s initial con-
struction started ahead of schedule as did 
its current expansion, and added, “with 
the continued growth in Katy, we’ll prob-
ably see Phase 3 ahead of schedule, too.”

HEALTH CARE

among other safety features.
The new unit will be operational 

within nine months and cost about  
$16 million to build, officials said.

Battling Ebola
Since the summer, Texas Children’s 

has been implementing a detailed plan to 
identify, isolate and treat suspected cases 
of Ebola, if necessary, officials said. As a 
result, following a visit from the Centers 
for Disease Control, the State of Texas 
designated Texas Children’s as a pediatric 
Ebola treatment center. 

As part of the hospital’s preparation, 
officials said, specific protocols were 
developed outlining steps staff would 
take if and when a patient with Ebola 
symptoms arrived at a Texas Children’s 
facility. Additionally, in order to 
decrease the risk of exposure and  
provide the complex care required, the 
hospital identified specific areas and 
units responsible for caring for any 
patient with Ebola. The health care 
workers in those areas have received 
intense, ongoing training and simula-
tion to help them prepare, officials said.

“We are honored to partner with 
the State of Texas to provide the high-
est quality care to infants and children 
with Ebola and other highly contagious 
infectious diseases,” Kline said. “Texas 
Children’s Hospital specializes in the 
medical care and treatment of infants 
and children with the most complex and 
serious health problems. The challenge 
of serious infectious diseases is one we 
accept and confront willingly.”  

Texas Children’s Hospital announced plans to build a special $16 million isolation unit at its West  
Campus in Katy specifically for children with highly contagious infectious diseases, such as Ebola.
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AROUND KATY

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

From holiday events, 
performances and dedications 
of new schools, there was a lot 
going on in Katy as residents and 
visitors prepared to close out 
2014 and ring in a new year.

1  Luke Guerrero and his 
mother, Jill, turn on the Christmas 
tree lights during LaCenterra’s 
Home for the Holidays tree-
lighting ceremony Nov. 23.

2  Members of the Arc of Katy 
sing at the Katy Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon Dec. 5 at 
Houston Marriott Energy Corridor. 

53
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4

Compiled by Jim Levesque
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3  School namesake Keiko 
Davidson and hundreds of others 
gathered Nov. 2 for the dedication of 
Keiko Davidson Elementary School, 
Katy ISD’s 36th elementary school.

4  About 600 people, including the 
family of school namesake James 
Randolph, attended the Nov. 9 
dedication ceremony for James 
Randolph Elementary School, KISD’s 
37th elementary school.

5  The Koumanke’le African Dance & 
Drum Ensemble performed Dec. 6 at 
Willow Fork Drainage District’s Central 
Green Park as part of Art in the Park.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from the city of Katy Compiled by Jordan Gribble

Katy selects architect for second fire stationDirector: Katy museum 
has drawn more than 
9,000 visitors to date

KATY City Council approved a measure 
to hire Slattery Tackett Architects to 
design the city’s second fire station at its 
regular meeting Dec. 8.

The future fire station on Kingsland 
Boulevard will feature a three-bay pull-
through facility with living quarters, 
sleep rooms and related support spaces. 
Additional facilities will include a train-
ing tower and other training facilities, 
officials said. 

Voters overwhelmingly approved a 
$5 million bond for the city of Katy to 
expand its fire services in November. 
A total of $3.4 million of the bond will 
go toward the construction of the new 
fire station, with $1 million being spent 

on a new fire truck and the remaining 
$600,000 allocated to a new training 
tower and additional equipment.

Katy Mayor Fabol Hughes said he was 
eager to see the project get off the ground.

“This is something we’ve been looking 
forward to for a long time,” Hughes said. 
“A new fire station is sorely needed on 
that side of town.” 

KATY City Council approved the final 
plat for new subdivision The Enclave at 
Katy at its regular meeting Dec. 8.

M/I Homes purchased the 18.63-acre 
plat on Lilac Road between Avenues A and 
D earlier this year. M/I Homes has built 
housing communities in Ohio, Illinois, 

Indiana, Florida and Texas, including in the 
Waterstone, Firethorne and Cinco Ranch 
Cedar Grove neighborhoods.

Formerly the site of a trailer park, the 
new subdivision will include 52 lots in 
three blocks.

The recommendation for the approval 
of the plat was made at the Planning and 
Zoning Commission meeting Nov. 11 
before being approved by the City Coun-
cil, Chairman Eric Paulsen said. 

KATY More than 9,000 people have 
visited the Katy Contemporary Arts 
Museum in its first 15 months of opera-
tion, said museum Director Ana  
Villaronga-Roman during a presenta-
tion at the City Council’s regular meet-
ing Dec. 8.

Since opening in September 2013, the 
museum, which has featured the works 
of artists Earl Staley, Ron Hartgrove, 
Paola Isola, Patrick Renner and Ibsen 
Espada, has had visitors from 46 cities in 
Texas, 26 states and 33 countries.

Villaronga-Roman said the number of 
museum visitors shows that people are 
interested in contemporary art.

“We’re not No Label Brewery. We don’t 
give away free beer,” she said. “People are 
coming here to see this museum and see 
the historic district.”

The museum also benefits the busi-
nesses of Downtown Katy, she said.

“People come here and park their car 
and visit the museum and then they 
walk to the shops or look for a place to 
eat,” she said. “It’s really doing wonders 
for the downtown district.”

Katy City Council
Meets at 6:30 p.m. every other 
Monday. Meetings for the new year 
have not been scheduled.

910 Avenue C, Katy  
www.cityofkaty.com

Katy ISD
Meets at 6:30 p.m. on the third or 
fourth Monday every month. Its next 
meeting is scheduled for Jan. 15.

6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy  
www.katyisd.org

Fort Bend County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 1 p.m. on the first, second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month.  
Its next meetings are scheduled for 
Jan. 6 and 13. 

500 Jackson St., Richmond  
281-341-8608  
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Waller County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. Wednesdays.  
Its next meeting is scheduled for  
Jan. 7. 

3410 First St., Pattison 
www.co.waller.tx.us

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

Tweetings

Meetings

Plans approved for 
The Enclave at Katy 

Fire station bond

Total: $5 million

$600,000

$1 million

$3.4  million

New training tower and 
additional equipment

New fire truck

Construction of 
new fire station
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}

}

www.cottagecare.com

Freedom from housework®... 
it’s a FABULOUS feeling! feeling!

30% Off 
YOUR FIRST CLEANING

Call for quote. Expires 1/31/15

For pricing information, call: 281-574-7387

cleaningforareason.com

Be a part of something great,
right in your neighborhood. 

Stable, strong and growing!

Now hiring claims 
professionals in Katy. 

Visit geico.jobs/houston to 
learn more about our growing 
company and careers in claims.
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

Geico to add more 
than 300 jobs to 
Katy headquarters

Kolkhorst wins Senate District 18 seat

Geico came to Katy in 2013 with 
about 20 employees and plans to grow 
rapidly. As the insurance giant cel-
ebrated the one-year anniversary of its 
West Houston headquarters along I-10, 
hundreds more invitations to the office 
party were probably being sent out to 
new employees.

Geico officials announced they will 
add more than 300 jobs at its claims oper-
ation center at Mason Creek Corporate 
Park near the Grand Parkway. Interviews 
have already begun, officials said.

“It’s simply so exciting to be here in 
the Katy area with the growth,” said 
Tara Carthew, general manager of the 
Katy office. “I was just interviewing 
somebody who moved back here and 
they were amazed at the changes. I’m 
always seeing new buildings pop up. It’s 
great to be at a company that’s part of 
that here.”

The 300-plus jobs coming to the 

Republican state Rep. Lois Kolkhorst 
avoided a runoff for the state Senate 
District 18 seat by receiving 55 percent 
of the vote Saturday to win a special 
election, according to unofficial results.

Kolkhorst, who has served as a state 
representative for 14 years, won the race 
for the position vacated by Sen. Glenn 
Hegar, who resigned his post after he 
was elected in November to succeed 
Susan Combs as Texas’ next comptroller.

“I’m excited to work with my  
colleagues in the state Senate, Gov.-elect 
[Greg] Abbott, and Lt. Gov.-elect Dan 
Patrick in the next legislative session,” 
Kolkhorst said. “We have an opportu-
nity to have the most conservative ses-
sion in recent history, responding to the 
demand of the voters of Texas. I cannot 
thank the voters of District 18 enough. 
I’m truly humbled by the results.”

Kolkhorst garnered 21,833 votes 
[or 55.69 percent], beating out fel-
low Republican Gary Gates [13,414 

votes or 34.22 percent]. Also running 
were Democrats Cindy Drabek [1,900 
votes or 4.85 percent] and Christian E. 
Hawkins [1,275 or 3.25 percent], and 
Republican Charles Gregory [778 votes 
or 1.98 percent].

Campaigning in Katy
Gates, Gregory and Rep. Kolkhorst 

were in Katy on Dec. 4 to participate 
in a forum as part of the Republican 
Women’s Club of Katy Christmas Lun-
cheon at Willow Fork Country Club.

Kolkhorst spoke of her stances on 
border security and education as well 
as her experience as a small business 
owner of Kolkhorst Petroleum. 

“[My husband and I] have taken a 
company of 20 employees to one just 
under 400 employees,” she said. “We 
know what it’s like to empty out our 
savings account and wonder if we’ll be 
able to make it the next day.”
Full story by Jim Levesque and Jordan Gribble 

Katy office will be entry-level and 
management development program 
positions with annual salaries rang-
ing from the mid-$30,000s to the 
$40,000s, Carthew said.

Geico’s Katy office has seen massive 
growth in its first year.

Carthew said that about 15 percent 
of the Katy staff transferred from 
within Geico to supervise and train 
new employees. The rest of the staff 
has been new hires, mostly from the 
Greater Houston area.

About 20 associates began working 
in Katy after the Dec. 2, 2013, opening, 
and about 50 employees from a nearby 
Geico office joined the group. A hiring 
blitz then brought in hundreds more 
workers, Carthew said.

“We received more than 10,000 applica-
tions after our ribbon-cutting,” she said.

Today, about 540 full-time employees 
work in Katy at the 135,000-square-foot 
building, Carthew said.

Renovations within the building’s 
shell to house the incoming wave of 
new employees will complete Phase 2 of 
the site’s build-out and take up all avail-
able office space, she said.
Full story by Jim Levesque  

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 11/27/14–12/4/14:

1 Geico to add more than 300 jobs to Katy 
headquarters

2  Katy ISD officials approve plans for 4 new 
schools, architects for mass renovations

3  Newland Communities to develop 
community between Cypress, Katy

4  1959 Katy Tigers

5  Cane Island community, parkway in early 
stages of construction

              READER QUESTION
In response to Katy ISD officials approve 
plans for 4 new schools, architects for 
mass renovations (Posted Nov. 24, 2014): 

“GREAT NEWS!!! I’d love to know the ‘pro-
posed’ zoning area. The success of Newland’s 
Elyson depends on this new [high school] being 
exclusive to the bounds of those 4,000 acres 
they tied up. Any chance they’ll be redrawing 
the boundaries between the portions of New-
land’s deal which are in Cy-Fair or Waller?”

—Nimby Pimby

The new enrollment zoning areas for 
Katy ISD schools have not yet been 
proposed. That process will begin 

before the start of the 2016 school year and 
be implemented when the new elementary 
schools open. School officials will need up-
dated information on new housing develop-
ments and population density before drawing 
new boundaries. It will be a public process.

—Jim Levesque, Katy editor

             READER FEEDBACK
In response to Architects reveal plans for 
new Katy ISD high school, junior high, 2 
elementary schools (Posted Nov. 18, 2014): 

“So that is why my property taxes are 
so high. Thanks for the info—looks 
like a nice campus!”

—Kristen McCarty

In response to Katy City Council approves 
$47,000 for fire station roof repairs (Posted 
Nov. 11, 2014): 

“Yaaaay! So needed and definitely de-
served by our emergency personnel!!”

—Trish Caraway Koehn

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

S
ta

ff
 p

ho
to



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com14  NEWS

Cypress Towne Center
25905 Northwest Freeway, Suite G 

Cypress, Texas 77429
281-256-8000

SweetandSassy.com
               

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  

Award-winning Katy and Lamar school districts  
provide quality education for all ages. 

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10 near the expanding  
Grand Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend  

of urban conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Whether casting a line across the lake,  
exploring scenic trails or relaxing poolside,  

Firethorne has something for everyone to enjoy.

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  H I G H  $ 1 0 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  |  A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D  |  P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F

joy and peace
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and other areas. Kids will also do crafts, play 
games, run simple experiments and take 
hikes. 9 a.m.–noon $7. Indiangrass Preserve, 
31950 Hebert Road, Waller County.  
713-523-6135. www.katyprairie.org 

January

19 MLK Grande Parade
The annual parade is one of the 

largest single-day celebrations in the 
U.S. in commemoration of Martin Luther 
King Day. The 2015 parade marks the 
21st year it has been held and will feature 
more than 150 performing groups from 
across the country and 30 nationally 
acclaimed college and high school 
marching bands. The parade starts at 
the intersection of San Jacinto at Elgin 
Street. 10 a.m.–noon. Free. San Jacinto 
Street, Houston. 713-953-1633.  
www.mlkgrandeparade.org

22 ‘In Plain Sight: Stories of Hope 
and Freedom’ screening

The Fellowship holds a screening of “In 
Plain Sight: Stories of Hope and Freedom,” 
a documentary produced and narrated by 
Christian recording artist Natalie Grant. 
The documentary features the stories of six 
women as they fight against sex trafficking 
in America, as well as interviews with the 
victims of such crimes. 6:30–8:30 p.m. Free. 
The Fellowship, 22765 Westheimer Parkway, 
Katy. 281-395-3950. www.thefellowship.
brushfireapp.com/events/427960

December

19 through 20
Campfire Christmas

Attendees experience a variety of old-
fashioned Christmas celebrations at 
George Ranch Historical Park beginning 
with a Victorian holiday meal. Following 
a concert of Victorian music, guests 
are encouraged to visit the Ryon Prairie 
Home, decorated for a Christmas 
Confederate Fundraiser Ball that was 
held Dec. 24, 1862. Later, participants 
will head up the road to visit with ranch 
cowboys who tell them what Christmas 
celebrations were like for them. Finally, 
guests visit the George Home, which is 
decorated for the Christmas Eve of 1928. 
Reservations are required. 6–10 p.m. $50 
(adults), $45 (ages 8-15, seniors age 62 
and older, and groups of 10 or more). 
10215 FM 762, Richmond.  
281-343-0218. www.georgeranch.org

19 Santa’s Ranch Open House
Santa Claus comes to the Maud 

Smith Marks Library for its Santa’s Ranch 
Open House. Kids have a chance to get 
some one-on-one time with Santa and his 
elves at his workshop and be able to create 
Christmas crafts and snack on treats. 1–4:30 
p.m. Free. Maud Smith Marks Library, 1815 
Westgreen Blvd., Katy. 281-492-8592.  
http://bit.ly/1qqkjHg

20 Winterfest
Katy Rocks hosts its fourth annual 

Winterfest at LaCenterra At Cinco Ranch, 
featuring live music, food and retail vendors. 
Katy Rocks is a nonprofit organization that 
provides low-cost music lessons to young 
Katy musicians and provides a platform for 
performers of all ages and skill levels to be 
heard at events throughout Katy and the 
greater Houston area. Noon–6 p.m. Free. 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. www.katyrocks.org.

30 Backyard Beasts  
Winter Camp

The Katy Prairie Conservancy winter camp, 
for children ages 5–8, offers kids a chance 
to learn about the wildlife living in their own 
backyards, such as raccoons, opossums, 
woodpeckers and squirrels. Children enrolled 
in the program will learn about the lives of 
these wild animals and discover how they 
are connected to wildlife on the Katy Prairie, 

CALENDAR

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar. 

To have Katy events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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Compiled by Jordan Gribble

and 25
Katy Home and Garden 
Show

The ninth annual show features more 
than 250 exhibits covering topics such as 
decorating, gardening, remodeling, flooring, 
siding, swimming pools and outdoor 
entertaining. A seminar hosted by HGTV’s 
Elbow Room star Chip Wade will feature 
tips on how to customize a home to fit your 
lifestyle. Additional seminars during the 
event feature information on gardening, 
home improvement and pet training.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Jan. 24) 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 
(Jan. 25.) $10 (adults) $9 (seniors)  
$6 (military personnel). Merrell Center, 6301 
S. Stadium Lane, Katy.  
www.katyhomeandgardenshow.com

FEATURED Event
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Santa’s Exchange
The Fort Bend Exchange 
Club, the Sugar Land Rotary 

Club, the Exchange Club of Sugar 
Land and Toys for Tots have partnered 
in a joint community service project to 
provide toys to more than 5,000 Fort 
Bend County children this Christmas. 
Gifts can be donated and dropped off 
at all Fort Bend ISD campuses and 
other select businesses and locations. 
Parents who wish to participate must 
register at the Toys for Tots website 
(www.toysfortots.org) and can then 
visit Santa’s Exchange on Dec. 20. 
Invited parents choose up to three 
items while Santa and his elves offer 
crafts and activities for children. Event 
coordinators anticipate more than 
1,000 volunteers from the community 
to help the day of the event. First 
Colony Church of Christ, 2140 First 
Colony Blvd., Sugar Land.  
www.ecsl.org.
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Worth the TRIP

Katy Gap Rd.

Kinggsland Blvlvl d. 99

stpaulsorthodox.org

“And the disciples were 
first called Christians 
in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

WELCOME!

St. Paul Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian 

Church

1717 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy Texas 77494

281-201-6439

Orthodoxy - the 
unchanging faith 
and teaching of 

the Apostles

Christmas Eve 
services

Matins @ 7pm 
followed by 

the Divine Liturgy
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Grades: Pre-K–4 
Enrollment: 95 
Extracurricular activities: Soccer, gymnastics, art, dance, 
Spanish, yoga
Tuition: $604–$880 per month

19115 Spanish Needle Drive 
Houston • 281-578-9838 
www.montessorimoments.com

Montessori MomentsCoram Deo  
Preparatory Academy
1225 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy
832-607-1526 • www.coramdeokaty.org

Grades: K–9 (university model school)
Extracurricular activities: Art, Lego robotics, engineering 
camp, track, boys basketball, girls volleyball, fencing, 
archery, debate team, chess club, foreign languages
Tuition: $3,200–$4,000 annually depending on grade level

Houston Christian 
High School
2700 W. Sam Houston Parkway N. 
Houston • 713-580-6000 
www.houstonchristian.org

Mirus Academy

Grades: 3–12
Enrollment: 95 
Extracurricular activities: Math Olympiad, Scripps 
National Spelling Bee, Thespian Honor Society, drama, 
violin, family trip
Tuition: $8,189 annually

906 Ave. A, Katy  
281-392-4477 • www.mirus-academy.org

Faith West

Grades: Pre-K–12
Enrollment:  590
Extracurricular activities:  Football, basketball, volleyball, 
swimming, track, cross country, golf, soccer, tennis, 
wrestling, band, theater, choir, cheerleading, a variety of 
fine arts programs, International Club, Science Club, Pals 
Program, FFA
Tuition: $8,427–$11,268 annually depending upon grade level

2225 Porter Road, Katy 
281-391-5683 • www.faithwest.org

PRIVATE SCHOOL GUIDEC
O

M
M

UNITY IMPACT

•  2 0 1 4  •  

Katy is known across the Greater Houston area as a place that offers 
a high-quality education, and that reputation does not only apply to 
public schools. Many private schools in Katy and the surrounding 
area also are recognized as top-notch educational institutions.

Compiled by Jim Levesque  |  Design by Mary-Ann Zykin
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Grades: 9–12 
Enrollment: 505 
Extracurricular activities: Baseball, basketball, 
cheerleading, cross country, drill team, field hockey, 
football, golf, lacrosse, soccer, softball, swimming, band, 
orchestra, choir, dance, theater
Tuition: $19,670 annually

WEAR THE RED, WALK THE WALK, 
Make A Difference

 now accepting applications 
for the 2015-2016 school year

Come join us and learn why 
it’s a great day to be a lion!

1800 W. Grand Parkway N. Katy, Texas 77449 | www.sj23lions.org
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Grades: Pre-K–5 
Enrollment: 270 
Extracurricular activities: Enrichment classes, including 
music, Spanish, art, computer, physical education/health 
and library
Tuition: $3,700–$13,640 annually depending on grade 
level

14120 Memorial Drive, Houston 
281-531-6088  
www.yorkshireacademy.com

Yorkshire Academy

Grades: Pre-K–12 
Enrollment: 72 
Extracurricular activities: Hip-hop dance, robotics, violin, 
chess, theater, strategy games, book binding, magazine 
making, fencing
Tuition: $9,070–$18,001 annually depending upon grade level

11059 Timberline Road, Houston 
713-647-7246 • www.rainard.org

Rainard School

St. John Paul II 
Catholic School
1400 Parkway Plaza Drive, Houston 
281-496-1500 • www.jp2.org

Grades: Pre-K–8 
Enrollment: 724 
Extracurricular activities: Soccer, basketball, baseball, 
softball, volleyball, football, cross country, track, band, 
Chess Club, Art Club, Challenge Club, gymnastics, choir, 
theater, Girl Scouts, robotics and Conquest Club
Tuition: $6,830–$7,920 annually depending on 
grade level

St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Catholic School

Grades: Pre-K–8 
Enrollment: 430 
Extracurricular activities: Football, soccer, volleyball, 
basketball, track, softball, baseball, cheerleading, 
student council, drama, choir, band, broadcasting
Tuition: $6,700 annually

6646 Addicks Satsuma Road, Houston 
281-463-1444 • www.seascs.org

The Oaks Seventh-day 
Adventist Christian School 

Grades: Pre-K–12 
Enrollment: 134
Extracurricular activities: Flag football, basketball, 
volleyball, student council, choir
Tuition: $5,500–$6,000 annually depending upon grade level

11735 Grant Road 
Cypress • 713-896-0071 
www.theoaks22.adventistschoolconnect.org

This is not a comprehensive list of private schools 
in the Katy area. If your organization is not included, 
please email us at listings@impactnews.com.

Note: Tuition fees are from the 2014–15 school year 
and are subject to change. Registration for most 
area schools begins in January or February.

17810 Keith Harrow Blvd.,  
Houston • 281-550-6060 
www.texaschristianschool.org

Texas Christian School

Grades: Pre-K–12 
Enrollment: 270
Extracurricular activities: volleyball, cheerleading, 
football, basketball, tennis, track and field, baseball,  
soccer, ballet, piano lessons, karate
Tuition: $7,000–$8,000 annually depending on grade level

St. John XXIII  
High School

Grades: 9–12 
Enrollment: 390 
Extracurricular activities: Baseball, basketball, soccer, 
cheerleading, cross country, swimming, tennis, track, 
volleyball, a variety of clubs including film, gaming, 
culinary and choir
Tuition: $13,675 annually

1800 W. Grand Parkway N., Katy 
281-693-1000 • www.sj23lions.org
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UPDATES ON 2014 AND A LOOK AHEAD TO 2015

sigtheater.com billiardfactory.com

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  austin • dallas • Houston • san antonio

Enabling  
All Families 
& Friends to 

Share Priceless 
Times Together, 

One Game 
Room at  
a Time.

Season’s Greetings
12740 s Kirkwood
stafford, tX 77477
281-494-4567

BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(281) 392-2050

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch provides a safe, secure environment for 
 those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF CINCO RANCH
24024 Westheimer Parkway | Katy, TX  77494 | ID# 105776

(281) 392-2050  |  AutumnLeaves.com
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Hauerland’s Purveyors  
of Fine Goods

Highland Knolls Dr.

 S
. M
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Owner Sylvia Hauerland opened Hauerland’s Purveyors of Fine Goods’ first location in Sealy in 1982.
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Hauerland’s Purveyors  
of Fine Goods 
Shop takes pride in offering vast gift selection 

W hen walking into Hauerland’s 
Purveyors of Fine Goods, 
shoppers might notice the 

store seems to be overflowing with hand-
bags, jewelry, candles and other gift items. 
Owner Sylvia Hauerland said the sheer 
breadth of the store’s offerings is by design.

“I probably have around 100 different 
vendors,” Hauerland said. “We have Pan-
dora and Brighton jewelry, Vera Bradley 
accessories, five or six different candle lines, 
home decor, a lot of handbags, seasonal 
items and a huge Christmas selection.”

Hauerland visits retail markets five to 
10 times a year in Dallas and Las Vegas 
to hand select each item the store carries.

“I just always liked pretty things, 
and every time I go to market, vendors 
like Brighton have a whole new line of 
jewelry, handbags, picture frames, night-
lights and clocks,” she said. “And if we 
carry a line, we carry all of it. If you want 
a specific scent of Tyler or Trapp candles, 
we carry all of them.”

In addition to well-known brands, Hau-
erland said she tries to stock the works 
of local artists, such as China Baroque, 
jewelry made from fine china by a Katy 
family. The store also carries Consuela 
handbags designed and made in Austin. 

Hauerland said the store has so many 
items it has had to expand twice since 

moving to its location at 1648 S. Mason 
Road in Katy. After acquiring its third 
storefront in January 2014, the shop now 
occupies 6,300 square feet.

The store’s expansion isn’t complete. 
Hauerland said in the first quarter of 
2015, the store will open a second loca-
tion on Commercial Drive in LaCenterra.

Hauerland said she has been pleasantly 
surprised to see the store’s tremendous 
growth since it first opened in Sealy in 
1982. Hauerland relocated the store to 
Katy in 1993.

“When we moved to Katy, my four 
children and I would work the store 
together when they weren’t in school,” 
she said. “Eventually, I started hiring 
employees. Now, I’ve got 10 full-time and 
three part-time employees.”

The customer service those employees 
provide, such as complimentary gift-
wrapping, is what keeps shoppers com-
ing back year after year to search for the 
perfect gift, Hauerland said.

Hauerland said she has worked to 
ensure that no matter what gift some-
body buys, whether it is for a friend, 
a special someone or themselves, that 
customer will be sure to receive compli-
ments on the purchase.

“People come in here to browse and 
then they get hooked,” she said. 

BUSINESS

1648 S. Mason Road, Katy
281-395-4595
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.–4 p.m.

The store sells Consuela handbags designed 
and made in Austin.

Hauerland’s carries the full line of all the brands 
in the store, such as Vera Bradley.

Hauerland’s holiday offerings include Department 
56 Christmas village sets sold year round.

By the gift

By Jordan Gribble

1982 1993
Opened in 

Sealy in
Moved to 

Katy in

Gifts under $100 Gifts under $50 Gifts under $25

HOLIDAY

Gift Guide

Spartina 449 and  
Consuela handbags

Vera Bradley accessories

Designer-inspired and  
costume jewelry

Tyler and Trapp candles

Crabtree & Evelyn bath 
products

different vendors

100
Over

square 
feet6,300

of handbags, jewelry 
and other gift items

New location opens in  

1st quarter of 2015

>>

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com20  FEATURES

W hen designing the menu of 
J-Dub’s Burger Barn, owner 
Richard Whiteside said he 

wanted to capture the creativity of the 
home cook.

“[If you’re making a hamburger] in your 
kitchen, you’re going to look in your refrig-
erator and put whatever you want on it. 
That’s our whole concept,” Whiteside said.

After serving in the U.S. Army, Whi-
teside worked in the IT field for nearly 
two decades. He decided to open J-Dub’s 
Burger Barn in 2012 after finding success 
at regional cook-
offs, he said.

“I used to eat 
at burger places 
in [Houston], 
these good 
burgers that 
you could build 
yourself, and 
Katy didn’t have a place like that,” he 
said. “I decided to get some of that home-
style flavor going here.”

To that end, Whiteside said he goes out 
of his way to encourage his customers to get 
creative when it comes to their hamburgers 
and out of the mindset of the between-the-
buns offerings served at chain restaurants.

“People have gotten so far away from 
the old days of short-order cooks that 
they come in here and ask me what they 
can do to their burgers,” he said. “People 
come in here and say they want a burger, 
fries and a drink and they don’t put 
much thought into it, and I’ll encourage 
their creativity. I’ll challenge them to put 
a fried egg or something else on there. 
You can have a different burger each time 
you come here.”

The restaurant offers 11 different 
specialty toppings, such as chili, avocado 
and peanut butter, and five different 
cheeses. Whiteside said he has designed 
some of the restaurant’s menu items, 

such as its Pizza Burger, to get people 
thinking outside of the to-go bag.

“It’s got pepperoni, Italian sausage, 
marinara sauce, mozzarella and Italian 
seasoning in the patty,” he said. “The 
only way I can describe it is that when 
you eat it, you’ll think that it’s exactly 
what a pizza hamburger should taste like. 
It surprises people.”

Aside from its more unique offerings, 
Whiteside said he prides himself on 
being able to make a classic hamburger 
the right way.

“I take a brisket 
and run it through 
a grinder and mix it 
with 70/30 beef, and 
hand form all of the 
patties,” he said. 
“It’s never frozen.”

Fresh-cut fries, 
fried pickles and 

potato spudz—Tater Tots filled with ched-
dar cheese and green chilies—are also avail-
able as sides to complement the burgers.

Since its opening, business has been 
steady, but Whiteside said he is not look-
ing to get rich from his culinary endeavor.

“I want to be a mom-and-pop place 
where I can make good burgers for my 
neighbors and talk to them when they 
come in,” he said. 

J-Dub’s Burger Barn

E. 5th St.

  E
ast A

ve.

Burgers at J-Dub’s Burger Barn are made with a fresh, never-frozen blend of ground beef and brisket.
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J-Dub’s Burger Barn
Owner encouragers customers to get creative

DINING

5415 Fifth St., Katy
832-437-9701
www.jdubsburgerbarn.com
Hours: Tue.–Sat. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.

Owner’s recommendations
• Jalapeno burger: A patty topped with pep-

per jack cheese, mustard, lettuce, tomatoes, 
pickles, onions and jalapenos on a jalapeno-
cheddar bun. ($6.99)

• Mushroom cheddar: A patty topped with 
cheddar cheese, bacon and diced mush-
rooms. ($6.99)

• Homerun: Three patties totaling a pound 
of meat topped with bacon, mayonnaise, 
mustard, ketchup, lettuce, tomatoes, pickles 
and onions, and American, pepper jack and 
cheddar cheeses. ($12.99)

• My Maria: A bacon, lettuce and tomato 
sandwich served on Texas Toast with avo-
cado and mayonnaise. ($5.79)

Owner Richard Whiteside opened J-Dub’s 
Burger Barn in 2012.

The Katy Cowboy Burger is topped with onion 
rings, cheddar cheese, bacon and barbecue sauce.

The restaurant offers 11 specialty toppings and 
five types of cheeses for its burgers.

By Jordan Gribble

“People come in here and say 
they want a burger, fries and 
a drink and they don’t put 
much thought into it, and I’ll 
encourage their creativity.”

—Richard Whiteside, J-Dub’s Burger Barn owner

Specialty burger 
toppings

grilled onions • bacon • jalapenos 
mushrooms • avocado • chili • fried egg 

peanut butter • ranch dressing 
barbecue sauce • jalapeno relish

American • pepper jack • cheddar 
mozzarella • Swiss

Cheeses

 
www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.91* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

Buy & Sell Programs along with Client Referral Incentives

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

One-on-one relationships all the way to the closing table!

* from over 170 clients surveyed
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PROPERTY TAX

What are property taxes?

How are taxes determined?

Where does the money go?

Protests and appeals

Exemptions

Local taxes 

INSIDE INFORMATION 

Compiled by Jim Levesque and Brian Walzel

Property taxes are local taxes on property ownership. The taxes serve as a significant 
source of revenue for local governments, such as the city of Katy and Harris, Fort Bend 
and Waller counties, and for school districts. Texas does not levy a state property tax.  

A property owner’s tax bill is based on all combined local taxes from taxing entities 
within the property’s boundaries and is calculated based on each $100 of the appraised 
property value.   

Property taxes pay for a variety of services, facilities and operations, including:
• Operation of public school districts 
• Public works department 
• Roads and street maintenance 
• Police and fire protection 
• Community maintenance services 
• Capital improvement projects

Property taxpayers have the right to protest and appeal the appraised value of their home. 
If a taxpayer disagrees with the findings of the appraisal review board, he or she may 
appeal the ruling to the state district court to an independent arbitrator appointed by the 
comptroller’s office or to the State Office of Administrative Hearings.

Homestead exemption
A general homestead exemption lowers taxes for homeowners. An exemption removes 

part of the value of a property from taxation and lowers the homeowner’s taxable base.
For instance, if a home is worth $200,000 and qualifies for a $20,000 exemption, the 

homeowner would pay taxes on the home as if it were worth $180,000. Percentage-based 
exemptions are the only property tax exemptions allowed by state law.

According to the state comptroller, there are no specific qualifications for the general 
homestead exemption other than that the owner has an ownership interest in the property 
and uses the property as a primary residence.

Veterans exemption
State law allows partial property tax exemptions for property owned by disabled 

veterans and surviving spouses and children of deceased disabled veterans. The 
amount of the exemption is based on a percentage of service-connected disability  
a veteran receives.

Age 65 or older and disabled persons exemption
To qualify for the age 65 or older exemption, an owner must be age 65 or older and live 

in the house. Those who qualify may receive exemptions from school and county taxes 
and from any other entity that approves such exemptions, such as a city or township.

A disabled person must meet the definition of disabled for the purpose of receiving 
disability insurance benefits under the Federal Old-Age, Survivors and Disability 
Insurance Act.

School districts are required to offer an additional $10,000 exemption on residence 
homesteads to homeowners age 65 or older, or to those who are disabled. 

Harris County $0.4146

Fort Bend County $0.4268

Waller County $0.6869

Katy ISD $1.5266

City of Katy $0.5667

City of Houston $0.3639

City of Fulshear $0.1971

Property tax process

1 2 3

Taxes are paid to the local property tax collector and 
are due by Jan. 31.

The tax collector distributes the money to schools, 
cities, counties and other local governments.

Local governments use the money on schools, roads, 
hospitals, fire departments and police safety

per $100 of assessed valuation

*There are more than 80 municipal utility districts  
in the Katy area funded at different rates from various 
sources that include property taxes and sales tax 
revenue from retail and commercial businesses.

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts

Call Today

(713) 422-2209

homemaintenanceofhouston.com

Electrical Fixture Install | Door Installation & Repair 
Pressure Washing | Sheetrock | Roof Repairs

 Fence and Gate | Sprinkler Systems 
Lawn Maintenance | Window Repairs | Painting

General Assembly and Much More!

Professional Handyman 
and Maintenance 

Services for The Greater 
Houston area.

FIRST APPOINTMENT

$25 OFF
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A different excursion
                             every day.

A different excursion
                             every day.

A different excursion
                             every day.

A different excursionA different excursion
                             every day.

A different excursionA different excursionA different excursion

NOW SELLING IN HIDDEN CREEK!
Surrounded by lakes, waterways and green space, Hidden Creek will feature a 20-acre Village Park and 1,000 homesites. 

Visit the Welcome Center today to discover Hidden Creek.

                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $250s to over $1 million

281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270
www.bridgeland.com

F I N D  B A L A N C E

                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.                             every day.
Bridgeland, it’s like a whole other world.

Resort-style swimming complex with sky slides,  
splash fountains, spray park and lap pool

New community of Hidden Creek NOW OPEN

Miles of nature and exercise trails through the 
natural wilderness of Cypress Creek

#BridgelandBalance

8574.50 CommImpact_Dec2014_HP.indd   1 11/11/14   11:58 AM

It’s a great feeling to know
you’ve come to the right place.

Call today to schedule your VIP visit.
(281) 395-9600  •  www.thesolana.com
24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas

Celebrating 35 Years 
of Soccer in Katy and West Houston! 

Register 
online 

for  
Spring 

2015

Ages 4-18 

Early Registration Pricing

katyyouthsoccer.com

• Teams formed by neighborhood
• Uniforms provided
• End of season awards to all players
• Coaches receive free training and 

mandatory background checks
• Most games on Saturday
• Games played at Katy Soccer Park
• Season is February 28–May 16
• Online registration is Nov. 1–Jan. 12
• Walk up registration is Jan. 10 at Times 

Square Entertainment 10am–3pm
• Late registration will be available  

Jan. 13–Jan. 29

Under Age 6     $85.00

Age 7 – 10         $105.00

Age 11 and up  $115.00
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T rey Duhon does not mince words. 
He knows when he takes his seat 
Jan. 1 as Waller County judge that 

there is a great deal of work ahead, and 
much of it needs to be addressed quickly. 

“I’m not going to sugarcoat it—we 
have a lot of work to do. A lot,” Duhon 
said. “I hope when it’s all said and done, 
we’ll have a Waller County people can 
be proud of. We are on the front line of 
growth in Texas. It’s coming to Waller 
County, and I think that’s going to give 
us enormous opportunities.”

Duhon, a self-described conservative 
Republican, won the Nov. 4 election by an 
almost 3-to-1 margin to take over the job 
soon to be vacated by County Judge Glenn 
Beckendorff, who did not seek re-election.

Duhon grew up in Fort Bend County 
and practiced law there for 18 years before 
coming to Waller County. Once in there, 
he opened his own law practice and 
became involved in the county by serving 
as president of the Waller Area Cham-
ber of Commerce for four years. He also 
served on the Waller County Economic 
Development Partnership and the Waller 
County Transportation Authority.

Growth is coming
Waller County is in the path of the 

residential and commercial boom spread-
ing west of Houston, and Duhon said 
it is time to prepare for what is heading 
toward the county before it arrives.

“What you’ve seen in Waller County 
in the last 10 years is that we’ve been in a 
reactive posture: Something happens, and 
then we have to react to it,” he said. “You 
look at anywhere they’ve been successful—
Katy, Fort Bend County, Sugar Land—it’s 
because somebody had the vision and they 
planned ahead,” Duhon said.

“We need to start thinking of a strate-
gic plan for the whole county. What do 
we want to look like 20 years from now, 

40 years from now, or even five or 10 
years from now?”

While the county cannot zone land 
specifically for residential or commercial 
property, Duhon said the county can steer 
construction toward areas by offering tax 
incentives and abatements. He also said 
it is time for the county to start thinking 
about designating green spaces for pos-
sible future parks and outdoor amenities.

Improving facilities
Another priority for Duhon is upgrad-

ing the county’s buildings and facilities. 
Citing a recent study commissioned by the 
county, Duhon said five county buildings 
are in dire need of renovation or must be 
rebuilt: Worst of all, he said, is the county 
jail—a metal building with a bottom that 
has “basically completely rusted away.”

“Waller County could be looking at 
bonds,” he said. “These are county build-
ings that you have to have. You can’t 
transact business without a courthouse or 
without a jail.”

Duhon also said the justice of the peace 
building in the south side of the county 
where the sheriff’s office is housed is now 
too small to efficiently do the work that 
needs to be done.

Transparency in government
Duhon said one big issue that needs 

to be addressed to accomplish work on 
the county’s facilities is to improve the 
transparency of the county government 
and better inform residents of what their 
elected leaders are doing and how they 
are spending tax dollars.

Some ways to do that, he said, are to 
broadcast Commissioners Court meetings 
online or make a video of the meeting avail-
able. He also hopes to improve the county 
website and use social media to spread 
information and interact with residents.

“There’s been a lot of instances since 

I’ve been in Waller County where people 
feel like, right or wrong, that they have 
been kept in the dark,” Duhon said. “It 
is my intention to make the necessary 
changes so that never again [will some-
one say], “I had no idea this was going 
on.’ If somebody says that, it’s because 
they haven’t gone online or looked into it 
because the information is there.”

New leadership
Duhon will not be the only new face on 

the Commissioners Court when the new 
year starts. Russell Klecka, in Precinct 
2, and Justin Beckendorff, in Precinct 4, 
both ran unopposed for commissioner 
seats and will join John Amsler and Jeron 
Barnett, who each were elected last year, 
on the court.

The total overhaul in the county’s lead-
ership in the past two years is not a bad 
thing, according to Duhon. He believes 
the county’s residents are voting in a 
change for the better.

“There’s a lot of work to be done, but 
I’m excited,” Duhon said. “We’re in good 
shape financially. We’re going to have 
a court that has a lot of energy. I think 
we’re going to be looking to streamline 
things; get more information to people; 
follow through on the things that we 
told people we were going to do to make 
Waller County a better place.” 

Trey Duhon
Ready to get to work as Waller County judge

NOTABLE

Waller County precincts

The Waller County Commissioners Court has 
seen a total overhaul in the last two years with 
two new commissioners elected in 2013 and 
two additional new commissioners and a new 
county judge elected in November.

County judge: Trey Duhon
Precinct 1 commissioner: John A. Amsler
Precinct 2 commissioner: Russell Klecka
Precinct 3 commissioner: Jeron Barnett
Precinct 4 commissioner: Justin Beckendorff

Waller County Judge-elect Trey Duhon said the county needs to plan for the growth coming its way. 
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1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  
Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes

China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore
Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila

Maximal Art • Lenny & Eva • Mariana Jewelry 
Waxing Poetic • Consuela • Department 56
 Mark Roberts Collectibles • Vera Bradley
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Original Bloody Mary Mix 
Jalapeño Bloody Mary Mix
Habanero Bloody Mary Mix
Prickly Pear Margarita Mix

Ruby Red Margarita Mix
Jalapeño Margarita Mix

7190 Brittmore Suite 150 • Houston, TX 77041
713-896-4196 • alamoredfoods.com

Now available 
in

Houston’s own

Proudly manufactured in Houston

Mix Tasting
Bloody Mary & 

Margarita Mix

Dec. 23rd from 2–6pm at 

Spec’s at Katy Mills 

  24417 Katy Fwy, KTY
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State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Get to a better State®. 

Jerry Kroll, Agent
402 W. Grand Parkway South

Katy, TX  77494
Bus: 281-392-0505

www.myinsuranceguykaty.com

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support the Katy Community.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Get to a better State®. 

Jerry Kroll, Agent
402 W. Grand Parkway South

Katy, TX  77494
Bus: 281-392-0505

www.myinsuranceguykaty.com

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support the Katy Community.
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F or 35 years, Special Pals 
has continued its mission 
to find families for an 

ever-growing crowd of home-
less animals in the Greater 
Houston area. There are an esti-
mated 800,000 to 1.2 million 
animals in need of homes now, 
Executive Director Elizabeth 
Trick said. And the nonprofit 
no-kill shelter is doing what it 
can to help.

Special Pals began in 1979 in 
Bellaire and moved to its current 
Katy-area location in 1991. In 
November, the shelter housed 65 
dogs and 25 cats, Trick said, and 
some of those animals have been 
at Special Pals for some time—
up to 3 years. 

“We’ll get a Yorkie, and it 
will go out [for adoption] really 
quickly,” she said. “Some people 
do want a puppy or a specific 
breed, and we can help them 
with that. But many of our dogs 
have been here over a year, and 
we’ll keep them until they’re 

adopted, but we really want to 
focus on getting them home.

“I don’t think [animals] should 
be euthanized just because there’s 
no space for them,” she said

Trick said each month 
the shelter takes in about 30 
animals, while about 25–28 
animals are adopted.

Animal care
Cats and dogs at the shelter 

are cared for by a combination 
of staff members and volunteers. 
On average, six volunteers and 
two paid staff members work 
each day, Trick said. Ideally, the 
shelter should have 10–12 work-
ers, she said.

“It takes a lot of people to do it 
right every single day,” she said, 
adding that more volunteers are 
needed.

Adoption fees
Most adoption fees range from 

$40 to $120, Trick said. Some 
animals that have been at the 

shelter for an extended time can 
be adopted for $40. The adoption 
fee for most dogs and cats—
including kittens—is $80, and 
puppies and special-breed dogs 
can be adopted for a $120 fee.

Volunteer veterinarian
A volunteer veterinarian 

comes to the shelter twice a 
week to perform surgeries, 
administer vaccines and provide 
checkups for new arrivals.

Cost of care
It takes a considerable sum 

of money to run the shelter. 
Operating costs were $300,000 
in 2013, $60,000 of which was 
funded by grants, with the 
remainder paid for by dona-
tions and the shelter’s low-cost 
vaccination and spay and neuter 
clinics that run two to three 
times a week, Trick said.

“People want to see these ani-
mals live and they want to see us 
find homes for them,” she said. 

Special Pals 
Shelter helps Katy residents find new best friends

NONPROFIT

Special Pals
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Clay Rd.

3830 Greenhouse Road, Houston 
281-579-7387
www.specialpalsshelter.org
Hours: Tue.–Sun. Noon–4 p.m.

Executive Director Elizabeth Trick has worked for Special Pals since 2010.

Pink is a male Chihuahua who has lived 
at the shelter for nearly two years.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

Jo
rd

an
 G

ri
b

b
le

By Jordan Gribble

$25 feeds an animal for one week

Donate online at 
www.specialpalsshelter.
org/want-to-help/donate

To volunteer, email  
info@specialpalsshelter.org

What your donation pays for

pays for initial checkup  
and vaccinations$40

pays for the spay or neutering  
of an animal$80

 15 years of Experience
    Certified Color Experts

281-646-1406 (o) • 281-250-7940 (c)

$200 off
on projects $2000 and up

limit one per household, not valid 
with other offers. Exp. 1-29-15

Complimentary 
pressure wash

on exterior paint projects
limit one per household, not valid 

with other offers. Exp. 1-29-15

Specializing in:
Interior and Exterior Painting 

Color Coordination 
Faux Finish and Staging 
Move in / Market Ready

Siding, Carpentry, 
Pressure Washing

Fully insured and bonded | Reviews and references available  
We use premium paints | Free Estimates

Complimentary 
color 

consultations

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

 In Clinic Treatment    Social Skills    Shadowing    Diagnostic Services

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions

FBISD to realign feeder 
patterns, boundaries

HCFCD submits draft 
plan reports to manage 
Cypress Creek overflowSUGAR LAND Fort Bend ISD is in 

the process of reviewing possible sce-
narios to revise its feeder patterns and 
realign attendance boundaries to allow 
for future enrollment growth, pre-
vent overcrowding and accommodate 
the addition of seven new schools. 

“The establishment of districtwide 
feeder patterns and attendance boundar-
ies is certainly not an easy task, but feeder 
pattern alignment is critical to ensure that 
our facilities are used efficiently and the 
district is poised to handle future growth 
without overcrowding our schools,” 
FBISD Superintendent Charles Dupre 
said. “Fort Bend ISD would also like to 
maintain the neighborhood concept and 
keep distances traveled by students as 
short as possible.”

The district, in conjunction with edu-
cational facility firm DeJong-Richter, 
developed two possible scenarios for the 
restructuring of its feeder patterns and 
attendance boundaries using a demo-
graphic study performed by Population 

and Survey Analysts. The demographic 
study will be updated in December. 

“Both scenarios were developed with 
district policy in mind,” Dupre said. 
“While we want the feeder pattern struc-
ture to stand the test of time, we also want 
to make these decisions in a collaborative 
way. We feel both feeder pattern scenarios 
provide long-term solutions as long as 
the district maintains its boundaries on a 
consistent basis.”
Full story by David Pollan

CY-FAIR Efforts to manage storm-
water overflow from Cypress Creek 
to Addicks Reservoir continued late 
October when the Harris County 
Flood Control District submitted draft 
reports of recent study findings to the 
Texas Water Development Board.

HCFCD presented details on two plans 
at a public meeting in September and 
spent the next 30 days compiling public 
comments. A grant awarded by the 
TWDB in 2012 was used to conduct the 
study to come up with the best plan.

Flooding concerns revolve around    
storms that cause Cypress Creek to over-
flow and that overflow making its way to 
Addicks Reservoir. Although floods in 
the area do not occur often, HCFCD is 
looking to prepare for future development 
in west Harris County, which is expected 
to make flooding more of an issue.

“The reservoirs have very large capac-
ity, but the capacity is limited,” said Dena 

Green, study manager in HCFCD’s engi-
neering and construction division. “If too 
much water is released, it can impact the 
folks living downstream along Buffalo 
Bayou. If not enough is released, it can 
affect those upstream of the reservoir.”

Projections from the Region H Water 
Planning Group show the population 
in the study area rising from 312,000 
people to around 550,000 people by 
2060. Green estimates 30,000–40,000 
acres of land will be developed to sup-
port that population.

Both plans employ a combination of 
storage and conveyance components, said 
Burton Johnson, a consultant working 
on the project. They were both developed 
with the concept of probable maximum 
precipitation in mind—the statistically 
plausible worst-case event from the stand-
point of a fully developed watershed.

The Mound Creek plan involves build-
ing a reservoir for storage at Mound 
Creek with collection channels to funnel 
overflow to Bear Creek, which would 
be widened. The Katy Hockley/North 
Cypress plan involves creating a larger 
storage area around Cypress Creek.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

TOP STORY NEWS

FBISD feeder splits

Elementary to  
middle school

Middle school to 
high school
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Feeder splits occur when a population of students 
divides between two or more schools in transition 
to the next grade level. The proposed scenarios are 
designed to reduce the number of splits 
in the district.
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NOW OPEN!

1520 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy, Texas 77494

(281) 394-0628
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com 

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com

TM

 C OME FOR A TOUR AND EXPERIENCE THE LEGACY!

KiKiK ngsland Blvd.

Katy Gap Rd.
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

Cypress Breakfast House

BUSINESS DINING

Smitty’s Meat Market and Smokehouse
TOMBALL Though neighborhood meat 
markets are quickly becoming a thing of 
the past, Smitty’s Meat Market and Smoke-
house in Tomball is working to revive 
the tradition by preparing its offerings to 
the exact specifications of customers.

“I think it’s important to be able to, as a 
customer, come in and know who’s cutting 
your meat,” said Blake Smith, owner of 
Smitty’s Meat Market and Smokehouse. 
“You can watch me cut it and get the cut 
you want.”

Smitty’s Meat Market and Smokehouse 
opened in December 2013 at 11210 Mahaffey 
Road in Tomball at the site of the former  
Silver Seal Meat Co. For 30 years, the previ-
ous business sold meats, homemade sausage 
and jerky before eventually transitioning to 
only offering deer meat processing.

Smith has brought back the original 
offerings from Silver Seal Meat Co., along 
with a name change.

“I grew up in this area,” Smith said.  
“We used to come here and get our deer 
processed, and my parents would come 
here and buy steaks.”
Full story by Jordan Gribble

CY-FAIR It did not take long for the 
Cypress Breakfast House to find suc-
cess after opening in May 2013. Cater-
ing to Cypress residents who were 
eager for a local community gathering 
place, the eatery was seeing lines out 
the door every weekend by December.

After noticing how successful the res-
taurant was, Tin Nguyen purchased the 
business in January with plans to take 
things to the next level.

“I love to see small businesses suc-
ceed, and I saw an opportunity to get 
involved in something in my commu-
nity that I thought had a lot of poten-
tial,” he said.

Nguyen was slow and measured in his 
efforts to evolve the restaurant through 
the first few months, acknowledging that 
major changes were not necessary given 
how popular the breakfast house already 
was. His biggest experiment so far has 
been the introduction of daily specials, 
including more lunch options. Specials 
especially popular with customers are 
being considered for menu status.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj
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11210 Mahaffey Road, Tomball
281-516-7205
www.facebook.com/smittysmeat
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Closed Sundays

12344 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
832-220-1562
www.cypressbreakfasthouse.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 6 a.m.–2 p.m.,
Sat.–Sun. 6 a.m.–3 p.m.
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Smitty’s Meat Market and 
Smokehouse

Cypress Breakfast House
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LoneStar.edu Open Doors

LSC-CyFair 
9191 Barker Cypress at West Road

LSC-Fairbanks Center 
14955 Northwest Freeway near Beltway 8

LSC-Cypress Center 
19710 Clay Road at Fry Road

Three convenient locations!

Earn a degree.
Not debt.

Register now!

Weekday classes 
begin Jan. 12!
Weekend College 
begins Jan. 16!

The Reserve 
at Katy

New Amenity Center 
Now Open! 

From the mid-$400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow

Final Home Available for 
Quick Delivery!

Priced from $769,761!
(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates

Gated New Home 
Sites Released!

From the mid-$600s
(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. 

Five-Time Texas 
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Homes Available for
QUICK DELIVERY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Design trends, tips, 
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com
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Information Officer David Glessner said. 
The department’s federal obligation author-
ity, or the authority provided by federal law 
to make funds available for use, has hovered 
around $3 billion a year since 2009. 

“It’s critically important,” Brady said of 
the HTF. “It funds about half a billion dol-
lars of projects in the Houston region each 
year, and it’s more than a third of the Texas 
highway funding.”

Federal funding has been integral to 
projects throughout the Greater Houston 
area, including various improvements to 
I-10, Hwy. 59 and FM 1463. Clark said 
most state transportation projects, aside 
from toll roads, will likely have some fed-
eral funding contributions. 

However, federal funding for state and 
local transportation projects is not necessar-
ily provided prior to a project’s construction, 
Clark said. Rather, states are reimbursed for 
costs spent on transportation projects. 

“It’s up to each state to decide how much 
risk it wants to incur based on the funds that 
have or have not been appropriated,” Clark 
said. “The states can go ahead and make the 
investment knowing that at some point they 
will receive the reimbursement. They just 
don’t know when.”

Glessner said transportation projects take 
years to develop, and planners need some 
idea of the long-term funding outlook. 
The short-term extensions provided by  
Congress have made it difficult for TxDOT 
to depend on federal funding. 

“In recent years, Congress has let the 
authorization get close to expiring before 
extending or reauthorizing the program,” 
Glessner said. “Also, [revenue] to the trust 
fund [does] not keep up with obligations.” 

State agencies are preparing for a poten-
tial slowdown in transportation projects. 
Glessner said TxDOT can borrow funds on 
a short-term basis to cover the operations of 
the department for several months. 

Congress has let the program expire for 
a few days in the past, but it has not been 
lengthy enough to interrupt construction 
projects, Glessner said. 

Federal funding does not just affect 
TxDOT projects or highway projects, Clark 

said. The funding from HTF can be used 
for transit services for local government 
agencies, such as the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority of Harris County and The Wood-
lands, for capital purchases, maintenance 
costs and to offset operating expenses.

Funds from the HTF also go toward 

improvement and transportation plans, 
park and pathway projects and environ-
mental programs, such as the reduction of 
vehicle emissions on roadways, Clark said. 

H-GAC officials estimate about $1.7 bil-
lion of H-GAC’s $3.5 billion 2018 Transpor-
tation Improvement Program—a four-year 
plan of transportation projects approved to 
receive federal funding—will receive federal 
money between 2015 and 2018. 

Short-term, long-term solutions
With MAP 21 set to expire in May, Con-

gress will be faced with passing a new trans-
portation funding bill this next session. 

“There’s no question that we’re going to 
extend the [HTF],” Brady said. “It has strong 
bipartisan support. It would be irresponsi-
ble to not extend it. So my guess is that Con-
gress will extend the trust fund for a shorter 
period, maybe a year or two, [but not] the 
six years that most of us would [prefer].”

Brady said the challenge, however, is find-
ing a long-term solution to federal trans-
portation funding. 

Kavinoky said any long-term solution 
should meet three criteria: the funding solu-
tion must be able to be collected today, it 
must raise enough sustainable funding and 
it has to be transportation related. 

“We should increase the federal gas 
and diesel taxes and index them to 
inflation,” she said. “Then we need to 
[look] at what we’re going to do as 
cars become more fuel efficient.”

Brady said there are more cons 
than pros to increasing the gas tax 

because of the need to reform the HTF. As 
a donor state, Texas also sends more gas 
revenue to Washington than it receives for 
transportation funds, so there is no incen-
tive for Texas to pay a higher gasoline tax, 
he said.

State Rep. Patricia Harless, R-Spring, said 

the state receives about 70 cents in trans-
portation funding per dollar of the gas 
revenue sent to Washington. Despite an 
estimated $5 billion transportation fund-
ing shortfall at the state level, Harless said 
she believes the state should address the 
shortfall itself. 

“The money we get from the federal 
government is important, but we’re losing 

20–30 cents on the dollar,” Harless said. “I 
don’t want to send any more money to the 
federal government than I have to.”

One long-term solution to fixing the 
federal problem could be the passage of the 
Transportation Empowerment Act, which 
would send the bulk of the highway gas tax 
money back to the states, Brady said. 

“It gives more control to the states and 
requires less paperwork, so you’re getting 
these projects done more quickly,” he said. 
“That still doesn’t have the majority support, 
but I think, long-term, that’s a real solution.”

The American Association of State High-
way and Transportation Officials released 
a list of 38 possible funding sources in 
November, including various transporta-
tion taxes, registration fees and user fees. 
AASHTO estimates a 10-cent increase in 
the gas tax would yield $13.21 billion more 
revenue in 2014 and $78.12 billion more 
from 2015–20. 

Highway Trust Fund
Continued from | 1

“[The HTF is] critically important. It funds about 
half a billion dollars of projects in the Houston 
region each year, and it’s more than a third of 
the Texas highway funding.”

—U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady

18.4¢
&

24.4¢
per gallon
of gasoline

per gallon
of Diesel fuel

The HTF provides federal funding for trans-
portation projects across the country. About 

89 percent of the revenue comes from gas 
taxes—18.4 cents per gallon of gasoline 

and 24.4 cents per gallon of diesel fuel—
residents pay at the pumps. Taxes on 

heavy truck sales and heavy truck tires 
also contribute to the HTF, which is 
composed of the highway account 
and the mass transit account.  

Just as transportation projects take years to develop, there are several steps in the 
process of states being reimbursed for transportation project costs through the federal 
Highway Trust Fund. 

Congress has to pass a federal transporta-
tion authorization act before each state 
receives its yearly apportionment, or the 
ceiling on the amount of obligation authority 
states allocate. MAP 21—the current act—
covered years 2013–14 before Congress 
extended the bill to May 2015.

Congress passes  
lEGislation

2

Gas and
Truck Tax 
Revenue

1

From the pumpto the roadways

Contributing to 

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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TxDOT selects projects to receive federal 
funding by considering needs for safety, 
maintenance and mobility. Federal fund-
ing is received primarily for highway and 
bridge projects on or near the state high-
way system. 

Federal funding contributes more than one-third of  
TxDOT’s budget and provided more than $2 billion 
in funding for TxDOT projects in the Greater Houston 
area from 2010–14.

After receiving its obligation authority 
from the federal government, TxDOT may 
enter into contracts for projects. TxDOT 
uses state funds to pay for projects and is 
reimbursed from the HTF. 

Once federal funds have been obligated, the 
money is available to reimburse TxDOT over 
the life of the project, which may take several 
years. The department is typically reimbursed 
at 80 percent of those projects. 

TxDOT can borrow funds on a short-term 
basis to cover operational costs. If the fund-
ing authorization is not extended or there 
is not enough revenue to cover obligations, 
TxDOT can  still operate for a few months 
before it has to slow the letting of contracts.

Project  
selection

Project

Other projects, programs

Hundreds of TxDOT projects in the Greater Houston area received 
federal funding or are set to receive federal funding through 2017. 
Several of those projects affect the Katy area. 

FEDERALLY FUNDED 
Local projects

1. Paving a 1½-inch asphalt concrete overlay at FM 1463 

from Hwy. 90 to FM 1093  

2. Construction of Cane Island Parkway roundabout,  

I-10 overpass and road extension to FM 1463

3. Landscape work at I-10 and Pin Oak Road 

4. Erosion repair and channel protection at I-10 at Mason Creek 

5. Landscape development  at I-10 at Katy Fort Bend Road  

and Hwy. 90

State funds  
projects

Funding  
reimbursement 

Borrowing  
money 3 4 5 6

Contributing to 
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TxDot’s Federal funds 
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38%

52%

Loss by 2013

Loss by 2024

With fewer people on the roads, lower gas 
prices and more fuel-efficient vehicles, gas 
tax revenue is on the decline.

Gas prices

House

Car

Federal
gas tax

1993 2010 percent change

144%Per  
Gallon

$1.12 $2.73

75%$126.5k $221.8KMedian 
Price

40%$19,200 $26,850Avg. 
New Car

0%$0.184 $0.184Per 
Gallon
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Historical 
HTF revenue

Estimated 
HTF revenue

• Livable Center Study planning 

• Subregional planning initiative studies

• Clean Air Program development and implementation

• Developing transit market fleet expansion program 

• Clean Cities/Clean Vehicles program 

Sources: TxDOT, AASHTO

thegroundup.com    facebook.com/thegroundup

 19102 FM1093
Richmond, TX 77047 281.829.9595

HEADQUARTERS

Bring this ad for 15% off

Autumn Tips
ü  Mulch all beds, 

trees at 2”

ü  Compost top-dress 
lawn at 1/8”

ü  Plant trees, shrubs

ü  Seasonal Fall color

ü  Plant winter veggies
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WESTPARK 
TOLLWAY
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Applies to retail prices only. Offer expires 5/31/2015

Plants
Trees

Color
Soils

Compost
Mulch

Gravel
Stone

Fertilizer
Expertise

Highest  QualityFall plants now available!

CYCLAMEN NOW AVAILABLE

Check us out on Instagram
@thegroundup_
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Remodeling
Decorating

Landscaping
Kitchens & Baths

Home Theater 
Windows

Siding
Home Décor

Home Builders
Blinds & Shutters

Pools & Spas
Flooring

Granite 
Heating & Cooling
Sealing Products

AND 
MUCH MORE!

January 24-25 • Merrell Center & Robinson Pavilion

www.KatyHomeandGardenShow.com   

OvER 250 ExHibits!

Saturday  Jan. 24  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Jan. 25  11am - 5pm
Saturday  Jan. 24  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Jan. 25  11am - 5pm

Adults $9.00*
Seniors $8.00*
Military ID $5.00*
Kids under 12 $FREE

*Facility charges $1 per ticket fee - which will be added at time of purchase.

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!
Saturday  Jan. 24  10am - 6pm
Sunday  Jan. 25  11am - 5pm

Adults $9.00*
Seniors $8.00*
Military ID $5.00*
Kids under 12 $FREE

*Facility charges $1 per ticket fee - which will be added at time of purchase.

HOURS & ADMISSION

FREE PARKING!
VALID ON ONE ADULT ADMISSION ONLY. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

$1OFF January 24-25, 2015  

SHOW SPONSORSCIN

sPONsORED 
bY

Sponsored by: 

On Stage - Saturday ONLY!

Laugh and learn as Chip
shares advice and answers

your design/construction
questions.

Chip Wade,  
HGTV’s Elbow Room &  

CuRb AppEAl: THE bloCk

ShoP, ComPARE 
AND SAvE!

• See New Products 

• Check out Great Deals 

•  Comparison Shop in ONE 
Location

• Investing in Your Home Pays!

•  Meet with Reputable 
Companies

• Learn from the Experts

NEw ExHIbItOR SPOtLIGHt 
want to go right to what’s new 
at the Show? Just check the 
map in your show guide for the
highlighted booths.

SHOw AttRACtIONS
•  PEt NEIGHbORHOOD

•  HOME DÉCOR MARKEtPLACE 
by S Home Decor

•  GARDEN, LANDSCAPE & 
OUtDOOR ExtRAVAGANZA

•  bROOKwOOD GIFt & GARDEN 
MARKEt

•  FREE FOOD SAMPLING

•  MINI GIFt MARKEt

Funeral & 
Cremation– 
Personalizing 
your plan

Sherry Ahart-Davies 
Location Manager, 
Katy Funeral Home

Q: I’d like to make my arrangements in 
advance. Can my funeral or memorial 
service include personal touches? 
A: Yes, by making your arrangements 
in advance, you can plan a service or 
memorial that truly celebrates your 
life. From music to food to special 
mementos—the choices are up to 
you. And, when you pre-arrange your 
final plans, you spare your loved ones 
from having to guess what you would 
have wanted.

Q: How do I get started?

A: The first step in planning ahead 
is to contact your funeral provider. 
Our funeral home even offers a free 
booklet entitled A Celebrated Life 
filled with ideas on personalizing your 
life celebration. You can also contact us 
for a complimentary Personal Planning 
Guide, a valuable planning tool with 
a place to organize and record your 
final wishes. 

If you have more questions, visit your 
local funeral provider. They are a 
good source of information regarding 
personalized options. 

Sherry Ahart-Davies is the Location Manager 
at Katy Funeral Home, a member of the Dignity 
Memorial® network serving the Greater Houston 
community and families nationwide. Originally 
from St. Louis, Sherry has more than 20 years of 
experience providing families with compassionate 
care and professional service. She is an active 
member of the Katy Chamber of Commerce 
and KAEDC and is a Cinco Charities/Ballard 
House volunteer. For questions or additional 
information, contact Sherry at 281-395-7070 or 
Sherry.Ahart-Davies@Sci-us.com.

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

From music to food to 
special mementos — the choices 

are up to you.
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Cane Island
Continued from | 1

Plans originally called for the commu-
nity to be built on an 830-acre plot pur-
chased by Rise Development from the 
Minze family. An additional 160 acres of 
land were purchased from nearby land-
owners allowing for developers to build 
additional homes and amenities on the 
now nearly 1,000-acre plot. A 14-acre par-
cel of land near the development’s center 
is still privately owned with no negotia-
tions underway for the plot to be annexed 
by the community, Naef said. 

Plans for plots of land surrounding a 
planned Katy ISD elementary school site 
in the community and around a planned 
future Katy Fire Department fire station 
have yet to be determined, Jones said.

Similarly, though the community is 
expected to contain some light commercial 
zones, developers say it is still too soon to 
speculate on what businesses may eventu-
ally be built inside of the community.

Cane Island’s 4-acre amenity village will 
feature an outdoor amphitheater, a family 
pool with a nearby splash pad and an adult 
pool. The community’s outdoor ameni-
ties will feature two large tree houses with 
decks overlooking the amphitheater. A 
third tree house will be the home of the 
community’s ambassador, Hub, a golden 
retriever, who will function as the commu-
nity’s pet, Naef said.

“He’ll have ambassador duties like greet-
ing people and will have his own business 
cards,” Naef said. “He will be center stage 
and become part of the community.”

Residents will be able to visit Hub’s tree 
house suite by special invitation only. 

Community features
The community’s other features will 

include a two-story fitness center complete 
with a gym, yoga studio, multipurpose 
room and a commercial kitchen.

An amenity center will feature a conser-
vatory for weddings and other functions 
and will be backed with a living wall cov-
ered in seasonal flowers, Naef said.

Those same flowers will be visible at the 
community’s entrance, which will feature 
living arches spanning over the road. The 
arches will be covered in flowers that will 
be swapped out several times a year.

The living arch will be situated yards 
away from the entrance to the community 
on Cane Island Parkway, a road between 
Hwy. 90 and I-10 where construction 
began in October 2013. Construction of 
an overpass at I-10 started in July. All fac-
ets of the road’s construction are sched-
uled for completion in spring 2015 as the 
neighborhood readies for its opening, city 

of Katy officials said.
“We think this is the best community 

of our careers,” Naef said. “We think that 
by combining and embracing the spirit 
of [Katy] with the strengths of the small-
town charms of the city, the proximity of 
Cane Island to I-10, the Energy Corridor 
and Katy’s great school districts, you have 
an absolute home-run community.”

Living in Cane Island
Construction of the community’s first 

13 model homes began in November, 
Jones said. Plans for seven distinct neigh-
borhoods have already been laid for the 
community with lots ranging from 50 to 
100 feet wide.  

Homes will range in price from $200,000 
upwards of the millions and will be built 
by Coventry Homes, Toll Brothers, Ryland 
Homes, Shea Homes, David Weekley Homes, 
Perry Homes and Trendmaker Homes.

Models will be complete at the time of 
the community’s grand opening, Jones said.

“A potential buyer will be able to go and 
meet directly with each builder, and each 
builder will have several different floor 
plants and elevations that they’ll be offer-
ing at a range of prices for different floor-
plans,” Jones said.

Developer moves to Houston
The Houston area will be Rise Develop-

ment’s next frontier after building more 

than 14,000 acres of master-planned com-
munities in Arizona and Nevada, Naef said.

Construction is underway on  
Meridiana, another master-planned com-
munity  by Rise Development, south of 
Houston in Manvel and Iowa Colony. 

Additional master-planned communi-
ties in the Houston area are in the works,  
and the developer will move its head-
quarters from Nevada to an undis-
closed location in Houston in 2015,  
Naef said.

CANE ISLAND DEVELOPMENT
MORTON RD.

FRANZ RD.

BARTLETT RD.

CANE ISLAND PARKWAY EXIT 
OPENING IN SPRING 2015

CANE ISLAN
D

 PKW
Y.

90

10
Map not to scale

The nearly 1,000-acre Cane Island, the city of Katy’s 
first master-planned community, will feature 2,000 
homes and amenities such as a fitness center, 
conservatory and outdoor amphitheater.

FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION

Future phases of construction at Cane 
Island will include additional homes and 
light commercial districts. Developers 
said it is too early to speculate what 
businesses may eventually be built in  
the community.

    BUILDERS
Coventry Homes  |  David Weekley Homes 

Perry Homes  |  Ryland Homes  |  Shea Homes  
Trendmaker Homes  |  Toll Brothers

COMMUNITY FEATURES

HOMESITES

MORTON RD.

1090

1463

LEGEND

100' gated homesites

Cane Island boundary

80' homesites

50' homesites

Future elementary school

Amenity Village

Water

Future fire station

Not annexed

70' homesites

60' homesites

65' gated patio homesites

55' gated patio homesites

1

1

2

2

3

3

Future elementary school site
Located within Katy ISD, future phases of construction  
in the community will include the addition of a new  
elementary school.

Homesites
Plans for seven distinct neighborhoods 
have been plotted with homesites 
offered on 50-, 55-, 60-, 65-, 70-, 80- 
and 100-foot-wide lots.

Gated homesite
Homesites 100 feet wide will be located 
within a separate gated neighborhood 
inside of the community.

Gated patio homesite
Patio homes built on 65-foot homesites 
will be located within a separate gated 
neighborhood.

Amenity Village
Cane Island’s amenities will include a family pool with an 
adjacent splash-pad, an adult pool, a two-story fitness center 
with a yoga studio, multipurpose room and a commercial 
kitchen, as well as three tree houses, one of which will house 
the development’s canine ambassador, Hub.

Future fire station site
Future phases of construction on Cane Island will include a City 
of Katy Fire Department fire station, the city’s third.

Source: Rise Development

Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

“We think this is the 
best community of  

our careers.”
—Dan Naef, CEO of Rise Development

A

A

B

F

G

C

D

E

B

C

D

E

F

G

1

2

3

What would be the most attractive feature to you when 
choosing a neighborhood to buy a home in?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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The community of Pine Lakes is located off 
Avenue D in Katy and features homes on 
oversized lots with large backyards. 

Located in Katy ISD, the neighborhood 
features homes with prices ranging from 
$160,000–$263,000. 

Amenities for the neighborhood include large 
plots of open spaces for recreation and a 
community lake.

77441

77494

77493 77449

77450

77094

99
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529

Price 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$700,000

$600,000

$500,000

$450,000

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Average price of homes sold  Nov. 2013 vs.  Nov. 2014
Market Data
On the market  (December 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 40/55 6/19 5/49 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 76/46 7/18 13/41 –

$200,000–$299,999 1/82 37/58 30/58 40/55 61/59

$300,000–$399,999 7/43 1/171 23/43 17/64 155/69

$400,000–$499,999 5/62 – 15/50 18/77 109/82

$500,000–$599,999 3/62 – 10/39 4/136 72/91

$600,000–$799,999 3/109 1/145 6/45 2/154 57/102

$800,000–$999,999 1/209 – 3/86 – 13/125

$1 million + 4/166 – 4/104 3/131 16/140 

REAL ESTATE

Pine Lakes, 77493 The Remington Katy, 77449

6511 Crystal Forest Trail  $319,900

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,189 sq. ft.
Agent: Tim Lipka
Realty Associates  713-464-0700

2506 Forest Lake  $235,000

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,829 sq. ft.
Agent: Bob Christian
Berkshire Hathaway  832-875-8555

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD FEATURED APARTMENTS

*As of 12/1/14 *Some features available only in select apartment units

Build-out year: 2014

Builders include: Lipka Home Builders, David 
Solomon Homes, JD Homes, Carlisle Homes, JMC Homes 

Square footage: 1,558–3,189

Home values: $160,000–$263,000

HOA dues (estimated): $240 annually 

Amenities: Community lake

Schools: Katy Elementary School, Katy Junior High 
School, Katy High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Harris County  0.41455 
Harris County Flood Control District  0.02827 
Port of Houston Authority  0.01716
Harris County Hospital District  0.17000 
Harris County Dept. of Education  0.00636 
City of Katy  0.56672

Total (per $100 value) $2.7297

22631 Colonial Parkway, Katy, 77449

Management Company: Mosaic Residential

Square footage: 670-1,195

Number of floors: 2 or 3

Amenities: Two pools, outdoor living space with 
gas grills and big-screen TVs, key fob access, 
gated entry, 24-hour fitness center

Unit features*: Air conditioning, balcony, ceiling fan, 
dishwasher, microwave, full-sized washers and driers 

Office hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.  
Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  Sun. 1–5 p.m.

Pet policy: Cats and dogs up to 75 pounds 
allowed. $187.50 pet deposit plus $10 monthly pet 
rent per pet. No aggressive breeds.

Listed price range(s):

1 bedroom $1,050–$1,285
2 bedroom $1,475–$1,685

3

Homes on 
the market*

$5,427

Median annual 
property taxes

$198,829

Median 
home value

95

Average days 
on the market*

0

Homes under 
contract*

$90.22

Median price 
per square foot

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS
Coldwell Banker United

281-961-5161
www.McMartinProperties.com

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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22631 Colonial Parkway
Katy • 866-947-7172
www.theremingtonlivingkaty.com

Why?
Now is a great time to list. 
Market inventory is historically low and 
interest rates even lower. We are de� -
nitely in a seller’s market - meaning 
the inventory of homes is less than the 
demand.  While this is true for Houston 
as a whole it is even more a reality for 

areas like Katy and elsewhere. Interest 
rates are also driving buyers.  Buyers 
understand the bene� ts of purchasing 
while rates remain low and ultimately 
are acting quicker and buying faster.  It 
is not unusual for multiple o� ers to be 
received.

Is This The Right Time to List My Home for Sale?

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Katy Freeway
1463

1093

from $300s-Millions
crosscreektexas.com       facebook.com/crosscreektexas

HigHland . lennar . newmark . Perry Homes

sitterle . trendmaker . Village Builders

Luxury Builders:
aVanti . darling . Huntington . Partners in Building

Did you see that?!?! 
  Wetlands, ponds, lakes and fields play host to nature.

          Texas-sized homesites and acclaimed executive, luxury and patio homes   — 

   you can hold a first-class ticket to the show!! 

       Come home to Cross Creek Ranch!

2014 GHBA
Master-Planned

Community of the Year

GHBA
Houston’s Most

Awarded Developer

Again!
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