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Katy ISD’s $748 million bond up for vote

November proposition aims to drive road funding

By David Pollan
Voters statewide will decide 

Nov. 4 whether to approve a con-
stitutional amendment designed 
to combat the state’s transporta-
tion funding woes and repair its 
ailing road infrastructure. 

“For the Greater Houston 
area, Proposition 1 could bring 
in more than $100 million—or 
even double that—in a given 
year,” said Alan Clark, director of 
transportation for the Houston-
Galveston Area Council. “Propo-
sition 1 will be a very important 
source of funding for [the Hous-
ton area]. That’s true whether it 
is part of the Houston region that 
is fast growing and needs new 
road capacity, or whether this is 
in older parts of the region where 
we need to rebuild facilities and 
better maintain them.”

Proposition 1 would amend 
the Texas Constitution to allow 
for a percentage of revenue raised 
from the state’s severance tax 
to flow into the State Highway 
Fund. As it stands, 75 percent of 
severance tax revenue—which 
stems from a production tax paid 
by oil and gas companies—fills 

By Jim Levesque
The future of Katy ISD is in the hands of its 

tax paying residents again. 
Voters will have their say Nov. 4 to approve 

or deny the school district’s latest $748 mil-
lion bond proposal that calls for, among other 
things, six new campuses—one high school, 
two junior high schools and three elemen-
tary schools—campus renovations and a new 
12,000-seat stadium.

Bond history
Katy area residents are set to vote on a 

school bond for the second time in as many 
years after rejecting a much smaller $99 mil-
lion bond proposal last November. Fifty-four 
percent of voters shot down that three-item 

the coffers of the state’s Economic 
Stabilization Fund, also known as 
the Rainy Day Fund. The remain-
ing 25 percent of severance tax 
revenue goes to the general fund 
to pay for public education. 

With voter approval, the prop-
osition would divide the sever-
ance tax revenue—previously 

allocated for the RDF—equally 
between the RDF and the SHF. 
The remaining 25 percent of sev-
erance tax revenues would still 
be used to help fund the state’s 
public education system. The 
revenue would come without 
raising taxes and would have an 

See Proposition 1 | 32

See Katy ISD bond | 35

proposal that called for construction of a $25 
million agriculture facility, a $4.5 million sci-
ence, math and technology project center and 
a 14,000-seat, $69.5 million stadium.

This year’s bond proposal is the largest in the 
school district’s history, topping the $459 mil-
lion bond approved in 2010. Since 1994, the 
district has put eight proposals up for a vote, 
passing six that have totaled $1.58 billion.

The tax rate has only increased twice, 
topping out each time at 40 cents—a 2 cent 
increase—per $100 of assessed property 
value. The tax rate has stayed at the 40 cent 
mark for the last seven years, and school dis-
trict officials expect a maximum of a half-cent 
increase if this year’s bond is passed. 

Prop. 1 could add an 
estimated $1.7 billion 
per year for highways  

Traffic backs up along I-10 in Katy, Texas on Oct. 16. Voters will decide Nov. 4 whether to approve Proposition 1, a constitutional 
amendment designed to boost the state’s transportation funding.
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GOING FOR TWO
Katy ISD’s second stadium

Included in the $748 million bond proposal for Katy 
ISD is a new stadium. If the bond is approved, it 

would be the second stadium for the school district 
and be built alongside Rhodes Stadium, a 9,800-

seat facility constructed in 1981.

$58 million
total cost$43.7 million

Cost of stadium

$3.27 million
New field house

$11 million
4,000-space parking lot

12,000
seats

58-acre
plot of land

Source: Katy ISD

Look for our annual Healthcare 
Directory next month. 

HEALTHCARE
DIRECTORY 2014–15
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Howdy
partner.
We’re right here in West Houston and
ready to partner with you in the health
care of your child.   

With a dedicated pediatric emergency
room, pediatric intensive care unit and
more than 20 pediatric subspecialties 
conveniently located on site, we offer top
care for kids, close to home. From sports
medicine to cardiology to ophthalmology,
our specialty clinics are staffed by experts
in their fields using the most advanced
technology, in facilities designed specifically
for children.

Texas Children’s is ranked #4 in the nation
by U.S.News & World Report and is the
highest ranked children’s hospital in the
southwest. The next time your child
needs medical care, come to us. We’re all
about kids.

For maps and information, visit 
westcampus.texaschildrens.org.

© 2014 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. Texas Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in Texas on U.S.News & World Report’s 2014-2015 Honor Roll. WC409_090114

Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus
18200 Katy Freeway
Houston, TX 77094
832-227-1000

WC409_ad_WC_HowdyPartner_ImpactNews_Layout 1  9/4/14  4:45 PM  Page 1
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It is October, and I 
love this time of year. 
The weather becomes 
cooler, and it is a great 
time to be outside. I love 
seeing all the pumpkins 
and fall colors. Fall also 
means it is time for 
another election. 

We have taken great 
pride in providing 
detailed election cover-

age that pertains to what you will see on the Nov. 4 
ballot when you go to the polls. On Page 19 you can find 
detailed maps that will help you locate what district you 
live in so you can become informed about the candi-
dates running in your area. Please take time to familiar-
ize yourself with what and who will be on the ballot and 
take time to vote. We’ve also provided polling locations 
to make Election Day easier.  

Our cover stories include detailed information on two 
major ballot considerations.  Proposition 1 aims to drive 
road funding throughout the state of Texas. If approved 

by voters, this could provide the Houston area with 
more than $220 million in roadway funding. Details of 
how Proposition 1 works can be found on Page 32. 

We have also taken one more look at the Katy ISD 
bond, based on the feedback we received from our poll in 
our August edition. We’ve taken a deeper look at what will 
happen if the bond does not pass and how this will effect 
the district and the projected growing number of students.  

Katy residents also will vote on a $5 million 
bond to fund a second municipal fire station. The 
13,800-square-foot facility would be built on 15 acres of 
land the city owns on Kingsland Boulevard west of Pin 
Oak Road.

Be sure to visit impactnews.com for details on elec-
tion night. We will be covering the election live to make 
sure you stay informed of the local results. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Kelly Hammons
GENERAL MANAGER

khammons@impactnews.com

ONLINEER & Urgent Care CHECK-IN

CyFairERandUrgentCare.com

SAVE TIME

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS
In our August issue, we reported on how the many municipal 
utility districts in Katy are using your tax dollars and how they 
are planning and completing projects throughout the city.
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for more local news with IMPACT.
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TAKE THE POLL

If Proposition 1 is approved, what other 
avenues should the state explore to 
make up for the funding shortfall?

  Increase or index the state’s motor fuel tax

  Increase vehicle registration fees

  Divert more funds from elsewhere in the budget

  Secure local funding options to remove burden from state

  Build more toll roads

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/slm-poll

On Nov. 4, voters statewide will decide whether to approve 
a constitutional amendment designed to combat a shortage 
of funding for road projects in Texas. Proposition 1, in the 
first year alone, could increase state transportation funding 
by $1.7 billion. However, even if Proposition 1 passes, more 
transportation funding will be needed.  

What is the most important service 
your municipal utility district, or 
MUD, provides to your neighborhood?

I don’t think the MUD services are worth the taxes I pay  

  46% 

Providing water and sewer services and building water 
treatment plants  

  43% 

I’m not familiar with what my MUD provides

  7%

Beautification of thoroughfares and roadways

  3%

Improving parks 

  1%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 09/25/14–10/16/14
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www.elementsmassage.com/katy.

4   The Handlebar Cyclery opened 
in early October at 26440 FM 1093, 
Richmond. The shop sells bicycles, apparel 
and accessories for men, women and 
children. A full-service repair shop with a 
coffee bar is also on-site. 713-294-0522. 
www.handlebarcyclery.com

5   The Iced Cupcake opened July 21 
at 21927 I-10, Katy. The store specializes 
in wedding and event cakes decorated 
in icing and fondant, cookies and filled 
cupcakes including its signature iced fudge 
sundae cupcake, decorated to look like an 
ice cream sundae. 713-298-6767.  
www.theicedcupcake.com

6  Jefferson Dental Clinic opened Sept. 
8 at 3902 N. Fry Road, Ste. C, Katy. For 46 
years the clinic group has operated more 
than 40 offices in the Dallas, Fort Worth 
and Houston metro areas. This is the 
clinic’s first Katy location. 281-945-444.
www.jeffersondentalclinics.com.

7  King’s Land Geriatric and Adult 
Medicine opened its first Katy office Sept. 
11 at 23510 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 101, Katy. 
The facility offers care for adults of all ages 
and includes weight and pain management 
treatments. 832-344-9660.  
www.drvenyah.com.

8  Lenny’s Subs opened its first Katy 
location Sept. 18 at 19859 I-10, Ste. D. The 
restaurant features cold sandwiches such 
as roast beef and turkey club and hot subs 
including Philly cheesesteak, hot Italian 
and French dips. 281-578-1900.  
www.lennys.com.

9  Los Robertos Taco Shop opened its 
first Katy location on Oct. 16 at 3200 S. Fry 
Road. The restaurant serves made-to-order 
nachos, tortas, tacos and burritos. It also 
offers its full breakfast menu all day long. 
281-717-8950. 
www.losrobertostacoshop.com.

10  The Orchard Katy opened in late 
September at 24802 Kingsland Blvd., 

Now Open

1  Bennigan’s opened Sept. 22 at 20210 
I-10, Katy. The Irish-themed restaurant 
features freshly prepared meals, a beverage 
menu showcasing 21 cocktails and 10 flat-
screen televisions in the bar and dining 
areas. This is the second Houston-area 
location for the restaurant. 
www.bennigans.com

2  Chick-fil-A at 369 S. Mason Road, 
Katy, re-opened Oct. 2 following a 
demolition and rebuild at the site it has 
stood for the last 19 years. Many lined up 
outside of the eatery for its grand opening 
in hopes of being one of the first 100 
customers awarded a free meal a week for a 
year. The new location features the chain’s 
newest design with 136 seats, holding 
40 percent more guests than the older 

building, free Wi-Fi and double drive-thru 
lines. 281-579-8460.  
www.cfarestaruant.com/masonroad

3  Elements Massage Katy, which opened 
Sept. 23 at 2643 Commercial Center Blvd., 
Ste. B340, offers prenatal, deep tissue, 
Swedish, hot stone and sports massages in 
50, 80 and 110 minute increments.  
281-394-7119.  

IMPACTS
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2205 Mason Rd. Katy, TX  |  281-492-7117 • Call today or schedule an appointment online at MyAutoCheck.com

Mon-Fri 7:00am to 6:00pm,  Sat 8:00am to 4:00pm,  Closed Sunday

Foreign, 
Domestic 

and Lt. Diesel 
Trucks

Family Owned and Operated

Most Extended
Warranties
Accepted

Foreign, 
Domestic 

and Lt. Diesel 
Trucks

Most Extended
Warranties
Accepted

• 2 Year or 24,000 Mile Warranty
• 24 Hour Roadside Assistance/Towing
• No Repairs Started Without Prior Approval
• Complimentary Shuttle Service
• ASE Certifi ed Technicians
• Professional Quality Work For A Fair Price
• Commitment To Customer Satisfaction

• Alignments
• Air Conditioning & Heating
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Cooling Systems
• Drivability/ Tune-up
• Electrical

• Engine Diagnostics
• Lubrication
• Radiator Repair & Sales
• Scheduled Maintenance
• Suspension & Steering
• Tires & Wheels

Repair or Maintenance Service

$$$101010 OFFOFFOFF
$100 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other offer.  
Limited Time Only. Expires 11/30/14.

$$$505050OFFOFFOFF
$500 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other 
offer.  Limited Time Only. 11/30/14.

$$$252525 OFFOFFOFF
$250 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other offer.  
Limited Time Only. Expires 11/30/14.

Repair or Maintenance Service Repair or Maintenance Service

$$$333 OFFOFFOFF
 The 5th oil change is FREE. 

 Not valid with any other offer. 

Each Oil Change Service
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Katy. The center offers assisted living and 
memory care and features a residential feel 
with family and restaurant-style dining, a 
library, a home office, a full-service salon 
and a craft station. Additional locations are 
expected to open in the Houston area in 
the near future. 281-371-3000.  
www.theorchardkaty.com.

11  Pane e Vino Trattoria-Pizzeria 
opened Sept. 8 at 8945 S. Fry Road, Katy. 
The restaurant features elegantly prepared 
Italian classics such as chicken marsala 
and chicken picatta as well as twists on old 
favorites such as a seafood lasagna. 
281-391-2222. www.paneevinokaty.com.

12  Real Living Karapasha Realty opened 
July 22 at 21306-A Provincial Blvd., Katy. 
Formerly a Re/Max real estate agency, 
the firm reorganized itself as a real estate 
brokerage. The opening marks the entry of 
the Real Living realty brand into the West 
Houston area. 281-599-6590.  
www.karapasharealty.com. 

13  T-Shirts Etc. Katy opened Oct. 11 at 
811 S. Mason Road, Ste. 100, Katy. The 
store does screen printing and embroidery 
on T-shirts, hats, jackets and athletic 
wear and sells trophies and awards and 
corporate promotional items.  
832-661-5200.

14  Ultrasound-Services LLC opened 
Sept. 9 at 24044 Cinco Village Center 
Blvd., Ste. 100, Katy. The center provides 26 
types of diagnostic ultrasounds and sees 
both doctor-referred and walk-in patients. 
The clinic’s concierge service brings its staff 
and equipment to those who are unable to 
visit the office. 832-437-8860.  
www.ultrasound-services.com.

15  West Houston Community Health 
Center opened Sept. 5 at 19333 Clay Road, 
Katy. The facility is a private, nonprofit 
community health center that strives to 
increase the number of healthy families in 
the community by providing high quality, 
comprehensive health care services at its 
locations in the Houston area.  
713-462-6555. www.sbchc.net.

16  Westpark Springs opened its new 
office Oct. 13 at 6902 S. Peek Road, 
Richmond. The 72-bed psychiatric and 
chemical dependency hospital treats 
adults and adolescents for addiction and 
mental health issues in both inpatient and 
outpatient settings. The clinic also provides  
family support for those under their care.  
832-535-2770. www.westparksprings.com.

Coming Soon

17  Children’s Lighthouse Learning 
Center opens in the summer of 2015 at 
5740 FM 1463, Fulshear. The learning 
center accepts children ages 6 weeks to 12 
years old, has internet video monitoring 
for parents, age-appropriate playgrounds 
and private kindergarten classes. This will 
be the 11th location of the values-based 
early education child care center in the 
Houston area. 
www.childrenslighthouse.com

18  Coffee Icon Superstore is planning to 
add its fifth store in the Houston area in 
the LaCenterra Shopping Center at 23501 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. Details are still 
being worked out, but company officials 
predict a Dec. 1 opening. Coffee Icon 
Superstore specializes in K-Cups and has 
about 425 different flavors of coffee, tea 
and cocoa. Coffee connoisseurs can also 
select from a variety of different beans and 
get their coffee roasted and ground on-site 
in about 5 minutes. www.coffeeicon.com.

19  Dish Society will open a second 
location in January at the LaCenterra 
Shopping Center at 23501 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Katy. The restaurant, which 
opened its first location in the Galleria 
neighborhood in Houston last January, 
features farm-to-table New American 
dishes such as citrus glazed salmon, grilled 
ancho chicken, kale tostados and quinoa-
stuffed avacados. www.dishsociety.com.

20  Kabob Corner features Indian and 
South Asian-style kabobs with vegetarian 
options available and will open Oct. 31 at 
557 South Mason Road, Katy.  
281-769-1999.

Anniversaries

21  Hamilton Vein Center, a full-service 
outpatient vein center located at 23510 
Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 100, celebrated its 
one-year anniversary in October. Medical 
staff at the center, which has locations 
throughout Texas, perform advanced, 
minimally invasive procedures to treat 
patients who have symptoms of vein 
diseases, including restless leg, skin 
color changes, ulcers, leg cramps, pain or 
bulging veins. 281-565-0033.  
www.hamiltonvein.com.

22  Pet Spa & Retreat, which provides full 
service boarding and grooming in addition 
to other services, celebrated its first 
anniversary in early October. The facility, 
located at 20660 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 
N., offers doggy daycare, pet sitting and a 
cageless boarding option. The business has 
plans to soon open additional locations in 
the Houston area. 281-492-7387. 
www.petspaandretreat.com.

In the News

Anne Campbell began serving as executive 
director for ARTreach, 5703 First Street, 
Katy, a nonprofit arts organization, on Oct. 
14. Campbell has a bachelor’s degree in 
art from the University of Texas and has 
served as interim executive director for the 
organization since August. Additionally, 
ARTreach has appointed Ernest Lewis 
III and Adriana Rubin to its board of 
directors. The organization provides arts 
programs led by professional artists to 
children and families at risk, special needs 
groups and senior citizens.

News or questions about Katy? 
E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Jordan Gribble

King’s Land Geriatric and Adult Medicine 
opened Sept. 11.

7

Pane e Vino Trattoria-Pizzeria opened Sept. 8 
and serves classics such as chicken marsala.

11

T-Shirts Etc. Katy opened Oct. 11 and sells screen 
printed and embroidered clothing. 

13

Ultrasound-Services LLC opened Sept. 9 and 
provides 26 types of diagnostic ultrasounds.
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2014 cla250 

Starting at 

$29,900*

new, redesigned 2015 c300 4matic

Starting at 

$40,400*

all-new 2015 gla250 

Starting at 

$33,300*

Luxurious. Prestigious. Exceptional.
Go ahead. You’ve earned it.

With over 600 vehicles on site, you can’t help but find the Mercedes-Benz of your dreams.

*Excludes all options, taxes, title registration, $925 transportation charge and dealer prep fee.

15625 Southwest Freeway at Highway 6
mbsugarland.com |    281.769.5991

631-666 CommImpactAd Katy 10x12.25 MECH.indd   1 9/17/14   9:33 AM
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New project

Project update

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Jim Levesque

2   FM 1093 widening
TxDOT along with Fort Bend County will widen FM 1093 from the Grand Parkway to Spring 
Green Blvd., with two frontage roads eventually extending into Fulshear. In addition to the 
widening of the road, its right of way will be changed to include all 100 feet of METRO’s right of 
way on the south side of FM 1093.

The project received environmental clearance from the Federal Highway Administration in May 
because it posed no significant impact to the environment at the time. Due to modifications to the 
project, additional clearance is needed. That clearance is expected to be issued in March 2015, 
officials said.

Timeline: Construction is expected to begin fall 2015 and will last 24 to 30 months.
Cost: No estimated project cost available at this time.
Funding sources: TxDOT, Fort Bend County

3 1

2

4

3  Cane Island Parkway Segment 1
The first phase of construction on Cane Island Parkway Segment 1, which stretches from 
Hwy. 90 into the Cane Island master-planned community, reached completion in early 
October. The second phase of construction, which is managed by the city of Katy, began 
construction in September.

Timeline: The city estimates construction on Segment 1 up to 1-10 will be complete in 
early November. The Texas Department of Transportation’s work on the I-10 overpass 
should conclude in June 2015.
Cost:  $2 million 
Funding sources: City of Katy, private developers

1   Franz Road extension
An extension project on Franz Road in Katy from Avenue D to Bartlett Road is set to begin 
within the next two months. The extension will create two 12-foot-wide lanes in each direction, 
divided by a median. The work will be done in two phases. Phase 1 of the extension will see 
Franz Road meet Cane Island Parkway; Phase 2 of the project will extend the existing street to 
Bartlett Road.

Timeline: The street extension project is expected to be complete approximately eight 
months after it begins.
Cost: $3,370,150
Funding sources: City of Katy [via Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County funds], 
private landowners and developers
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Project spotlight

4  The Grand Parkway Segments F1, F2 and G
As construction on three segments of the Grand Parkway—F1, F2 and G—continues, several 
surrounding roadways in the Fairfield area are being prepped to connect to the toll road. 
Cypresswood Drive in Fairfield previously ended at Crescent Lilly Drive, but construction is 
underway to expand the roadway farther west. When complete, segments F1, F2 and G will 
connect Hwy. 290 in Cypress with Hwy. 59 in Montgomery County. For more information on 
the project’s progress, construction information and all lane closures in the affected area, visit 
www.grandparkway99.com.
Timeline: The project is estimated to be completed in December 2015.
Projected cost: $1 billion
Funding sources: TxDOT    
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Katy City Council approves budget 
for 2014–15, cut in property tax rate

Wilkins takes 
helm as Katy’s 
finance director

By Jim Levesque
The Katy City Council approved the 

city’s 2014–15 budget Sept. 29, making 
a point to clarify that even though more 
property tax money will be collected 
from residents in the coming year, the 
tax rate will actually decrease.

By a 4-0 vote, council members 
approved setting the tax rate at $0.54672 
per $100 of assessed valuation, a 
decrease of 2 cents compared to the 
previous year. At the new rate, a home 
valued at $200,000 would save $40 on 
property taxes.

Before casting the final vote, Mayor 
Pro Tem Chuck A. Brawner clarified 
wording in the budget that has confused 
many residents. 

The residential and commercial boom 
in Katy has brought more properties 
on the tax roll in the city, Brawner said. 
With that added tax revenue base, the 
city will bring in more money on the 
lower 2014–15 tax rate than it did in the 
higher 2013–14 rate. So, even though 
the budget features a decrease in the tax 
rate, more tax money will be collected, 
and that overall revenue increase, via a 
state statute, calls for verbiage noting the 

change as a tax increase.

CITY NOTES

$5,041,682
$4,727,500

$0.58672

$0.59372

$0.56672

$0.54672

$5,131,203

$5,673,500

PROPERTY REVENUE

2011–12YEAR

$16,271,367TOTAL BUDGET $17,075,644 $18,701,315 $19,839,533

*TAX RATE

2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

*per $100 assessed valuation

Katy City Council approved the city’s fiscal year 2014-15 budget 
Sept. 29, making a point to clarify that even though more property 
tax money will be collected from residents in the coming 
year, the tax rate will actually decrease.

A home valued at $200,000 would be taxed 
$1,093.44 at the 2014–15 rate compared to 
$1,133.44 at the 2013–14 rate, a savings of $40. 

2014-15  BUDGET REVENUE BREAKDOWN

50%
 Sales tax

22%
City services  
revenue 

KATY BUDGET

Source: City of Katy

At the new rate, the city predicts it 
will bring in $5,673,500 in property 
taxes in 2014-15, an increase of $542,297 
compared to the 2 cent higher tax rate 
in 2013–14.

“It’s an unusual situation, and I can 
understand how it can sound confusing,” 
Mayor Fabol R. Hughes said. “What’s 
most important is that the tax rate is 
going down for our residents, and we’re 
saving them money. That’s something as 
the city grows, we want to keep doing.”

The budget’s passage marked the 
second straight year the city decreased 
the tax rate by 2 cents. In the 2012–13 
budget, the rate was $0.58672, and in 
2013–14 budget, the rate dropped to 
$0.56672. 

“I want to drop the rate another 2 cents 
next year and keep that going,” Hughes 
said. “Maybe we can get it to 48, 46 cents 
before I leave office.”

The city’s total 2014–15 budget is 
$19,839,533, an increase of $1,138,218, or 
6 percent, compared to last year.

Brawner and councilmen Bill Lawton, 
Durran C. Dowdle and Steve Pierson 
voted to approve the budget. Council-
man Jimmy C. Mendez Jr. did not attend 
the meeting.

By Jim Levesque
Becky Wilkins joined the city of 

Katy as its finance director July 1 and 
got a hectic start to the job as the city 
began the process of determining the 
2014–15 budget.

“I sort of jumped right off into the 
deep end.” Wilkins said. “It was a lot of 
work, but I got so much help and learned 
so much about Katy.”

That hard work paid off when the 
City Council approved the budget Sept. 
29. Now, four months into her new role, 
Wilkins has settled in and has learned a 
lot about her new home.

“Katy is a real interesting place,” she 
said. “I had an impression when I was 
going into my interview that it was a 
small town, but oh my gosh, this place 
is huge. You have that small-town feel 
in old Katy, but you cross I-10 and 
you’re in a different world. It’s a big city.

“It’s like the best of both worlds,” 
Wilkins said. 

Wilkins grew up in Whitney, a town 
of about 2,000 between Waco and Dal-
las, and went on to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in political science with a minor 
in business from the University of 
Texas at Arlington.

After graduating from college, she 
worked for Dallas Area Rapid Tran-
sit and later joined Dallas County in 
human resources, then as district clerk. 
After more than 10 years in the Metro-
plex, she decided to head back to her 
roots near her hometown and run for 
treasurer of Hill County, a seat she won 
in 2002.

Her next, and current, job came from 
a recommendation of a friend who grew 
up in Katy. Wilkins said she is excited 
about her new community.

“It’s an interesting mix of commer-
cial and residential, and I think that’s 
the way to go so you don’t burden your 
homeowners with high taxes,” she 
said. “Everything is geared to make it 
a wonderful place for a home, and it’s 
encouraging to see both the residential 
and commercial side growing so much.” 
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Becky Wilkins joined the city of Katy as its 
finance director on July 1.
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Joint Center. And start living pain free.

Staying active is key to staying healthy.  That’s why Joint Center 

specialists use the most advanced treatments to get you moving 

again. From new prescription options, to minimally invasive 

surgical interventions, our affiliated body of  experts is ready to 

help you find the best path to the life you want to live. 
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IN ELIMINATING

Call 713.272.1888 or visit jointpain.memorialhermann.org 

for more information or to make an appointment.

Kingsland.org
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Katy ISD to submit class size waiver to state
17 classes in kindergarten through fourth grade exceed 22-to-1 ratio
By Jim Levesque

Katy ISD’s student body is continuing to grow. Even 
though the district has added more schools to meet the 
increase in enrollment, including two this year and six in 
the past three years, some class sizes in early 2014-15 are 
still larger than the state’s maximum allowance.

The Nov. 4 bond referendum election is set to address 
the school district’s growing pains. If approved, the bond 
will pay for the construction of six new schools. District 
records indicate that almost 20 elementary school classes 
began the year surpassing the state guideline of a 22-to-1 
ratio of students per teacher.

At the school board’s meeting Sept. 22, trustees voted to 
submit a class-size waiver to the Texas Education Agency 
to request a maximum class size exemption for 17 kinder-
garten through fourth-grade classes across nine campuses 
that exceed the state’s guideline.

Those class sizes were based 
on early enrollment numbers for 
2014–15.

“Growth, ultimately, is a good 
thing for the school district, but 
with a growth in enrollment, we 
need growth with our schools to 
keep up,” said Bryan Michalsky, 
KISD board of trustees president.

Michalsky said trustees have 
filed class-size waivers “pretty 
much every year” despite the 
district’s planning to meet the 
22-to-1 ratio as the new school 
year begins.

In 2013, trustees voted to submit a class-size waiver 
to the TEA when 33 kindergarten through fourth-grade 
classes across 18 campuses exceeded the student-to-
teacher ratio. That year, Schafer Elementary School had a 
district-high six classes that topped the state’s guideline. 

School district officials have predicted an enrollment 
increase of about 3,000 students each year spread fairly 
evenly across the elementary, junior high and high 
school levels. This year, district enrollment topped 70,000 
for the first time and is expected to reach 80,000 by 2018.

The class-size waivers trustees voted to submit to the 
TEA in September pertained to the district’s elementary 
schools. In all, nine schools had classes that exceeded 
the 22-to-1 ratio. Those waivers, if needed, must be filed 
every school year.

Morton Ranch Elementary School had five classes, 

including two kindergarten and two first-grade 
classes, which topped the state’s guideline. But Morton 
Ranch Principal Deb Hubble said that number is down 
to only two first-grade classes, each exceeding the ratio 
by one student.

“With so many campuses and the  tremendous amount 
of growth we’ve had, you plan as much as you can, but 
there’s always little adjustments this time of year at 
many of the schools,” Michalsky said. “Some of that will 
correct itself as the year goes on, but you have parents 
registering their kids after the school year begins, and 
that’s going to change your classroom size.”

Rylander Elementary School exceeded the state’s ratio 
in three classes, all third-grade classrooms, and both 
Fielder and Rhoads elementary schools had two classes 
above the ratio. Katy, King, Mayde Creek, McRoberts 

and WoodCreek elementary schools 
each had one class exceeding the ratio.

Katy, King, McRoberts, Mor-
ton Ranch and Rhodes elementary 
schools were among the campuses 
that have filed for the exemption in 
consecutive years.

Michalsky said none of classrooms 
that topped the ratio presents an 
alarming challenge to the district, 
calling the numbers “pretty reason-
able.” He said, if needed, classes could 
be added to a grade level, but current 
enrolment numbers do not call for 
such a change.

“Of course, we’ll do the best we can to comply [with 
the TEA guidelines] and manage it efficiently and effec-
tively,” Michalsky said. “And what matters most is that 
we still educate our students to the best of our ability, 
and we’ll make sure we do that.”

Growth in middle school enrollment
Kerri Finnesand, principal at WoodCreek Junior High 

School, has witnessed that growth firsthand. Wood-
Creek, the school district’s largest junior high, began the 
school year with an enrollment of 1,910 students, and 
Finnesand said she expects 150–200 more students to 
enroll this year. She said officials already are planning a 
Y2K party when enrollment tops 2,000.

The WoodCreek campus has a capacity for 1,403 stu-
dents and this year has 17 portable buildings housing 34 
classrooms to deal with the overflow of students.

EDUCATION

Katy ISD trustees have voted to submit a waiver to the 
Texas Education Agency to request a maximum class 
size exemption for 17 kindergarten through fourth-
grade classes that exceed state guidelines of a 22-to-1 
ratio of students per teacher.

Current maximum class size

22 1:
Fielder Elementary

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

2 classes 
Kindergarten

King Elementary

1 class 
3rd grade

McRoberts 
Elementary

1 class 
3rd grade

Rhoads Elementary

2 classes 
1st grade

WoodCreek 
Elementary

1 Class 
1st grade

Katy Elementary

1 class 
3rd grade

Mayde Creek 
Elementary

1 class 
1st grade

Morton Ranch 
Elementary

4 classes 
Two Kindergarten

Two  1st grade

Rylander Elementary

3 classes 
3rd grade

17 classes over limit
9 campuses total

students teacher

Source: Katy ISD

Crowded 
classrooms 

at Katy ISD

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

Reasons
Unanticipated growth, 

financial hardship

“Growth, ultimately, 
is a good thing for 
the school district, 
but with a growth in 
enrollment, we need 
growth with our 
schools to keep up.”

—Brian Michalsky, board of trustees president
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

Houston Executive Airport expands 
by adding air traffic control tower
By Jim Levesque  

Houston Executive Airport is grow-
ing again, this time adding an air 
traffic control tower to meet the needs 
of an expanded clientele and more 
advanced aircraft.

 “The Houston Executive Airport 
has experienced tremendous growth 
over the last several years, [due to its 
location] in one of the fastest growing 
areas in the United States,” Executive 
Director Andrew Perry said. “As our 
larger, high-speed jet aircraft opera-
tions continue to increase, the control 
tower will enhance the level of service 
and safety.”

The control tower went into opera-
tion Oct. 1, making Houston Execu-
tive Airport, at 1900 Cardiff Road in 
Brookshire, the only air traffic-con-
trolled airport in West Houston along 

the I-10 corridor, Perry said.
Last year, the airport opened the 

Henriksen Jet Center, a 22,500-square-
foot terminal building named after 
airport founder Ron Henriksen.

“There are a lot of corporations and 
private businessmen who own planes 
who use the airport,” Perry said. “A lot 
of our clients operate out of the Energy 
Corridor in oil and gas.”

There are guidelines for pilots tak-
ing off and landing at airports without 
a tower. 

However, with a wide-ranging vari-
ety of smaller, slower planes and faster 
jets using the same facilities, safety in 
the air and on the ground is an issue, 
Perry said.

“What the tower means for the 
airport is that we’ll be able to handle 
more of a mix of airplanes,” he said. 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 9/10/14–10/9/14

1 Fiber optic antennas to boost Cinco Ranch 
cellular service

2  Trader Joe’s bags Cinco Ranch location

3  Katy ISD providing new alternative 
transportation to homeless students

4  Mason Road Chick-fil-A to be torn down, 
rebuilt

 

5  Houston Methodist West Hospital to 
expand into Katy

By Matt Stephens
Since 2008, the federal government 

has allocated $64 billion from the rest 
of the nation’s budget to make up for 
the growing deficit in the State High-
way Fund. The Americans for Trans-
portation Mobility Coalition launched 
the Faster Better Safer campaign last 
week, urging Congress to address 
transportation funding next year.

“We need members of Congress to 
come back from the election, go to 
leadership and say ‘I heard about trans-
portation when I was at home. They’re 
beating me up on fixing the Highway 
Trust Fund. They won’t leave me alone 
on the Highway Trust Fund,’” said 
Janet Kavinoky, executive director of 
transportation and infrastructure for 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. “We 
need you to be as annoying as you can 

possibly get.” 
Kavinoky addressed members of the 

North Houston Association and the 
Transportation Advocacy Group at a 
breakfast Sept. 25. While she showed 
support for Proposition 1—an amend-
ment to the state’s constitution that 
could divert $1.7 billion to transporta-
tion projects next year in Texas if it 
receives voter approval Nov. 4—Kavi-
noky asked attendees to consider 
the effects of federal transportation 
funding on the state’s transportation 
problems.

“We need [Congress] to remember 
that we’ve got to get ahead of this 
population explosion in Texas or that 
commute time’s going to get longer,” 
she said.

Kavinoky said the vast majority of 
the fund comes from the gasoline tax. 

National campaign aims to prioritize 
transportation funding in Congress

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to Katy area receives a facelift 
through new community improvement 
projects (Posted Sept. 24, 2014): 

“I have seen very good programming 
out of the Willow Fork Drainage District 
at LaCenterra’s Central Green. It has 

really brought the area to life with music and 
movies in the park. Kudos to the programming 
director for being very interactive on social 
media by providing updates and querying for 
public interest on what kinds of events they 
want to see! 

I suppose this falls under TxDOT as op-
posed to the MUDs, but I do wonder if there 
will ever be a plan to beautify the Grand Park-
way between Westpark and I-10? Seems like 
there’s an opportunity to reintroduce native 
grasses, trees, etc. in the median in order to 
beautify it and cut down on mowing? Maybe 
use SWA Group to put a polished and tailored 
sustainable landscape plan together like they 
did for Cross Creek? I’m sure our local neigh-
borhood and school groups would love to 
donate time planting trees and native plants if 
we could get some organization behind it.”

—Nimby Pimby

“Wouldn’t it be nice to pay off debt 
instead of making the area ‘pretty’? 
Local government isn’t supposed to 

use our money as they want. Pay off our debt, 
reduce taxes and there will be plenty of money 
from everyone to make improvements.”

—Concerned taxpayer

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter
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stpaulsorthodox.org

“And the disciples were 
first called Christians 
in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

WELCOME!

St. Paul Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian 

Church

1717 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy Texas 77494

281-201-6439

Sunday Matins 9:30 am
Followed by

Divine Liturgy 
and

Sunday School for
Children and Adults

Orthodoxy - the 
unchanging faith 
and teaching of 

the Apostles
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Home construction projects

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

1  The Reserve at Katy  
Homes are under construction at The Reserve at Katy, FM 1463 
at Spring Green Boulevard. The development, which opened in 
August, will be built in three phases with a total of about 1,200 
homes. Prices start there in the mid-$400,000s.

2  Falls at Green Meadows  
Construction is well underway at Falls at Green Meadows, 
at Avenue D and Franz Road, on the former location of the 
Green Meadows Golf Course. Homes in the 242-acre, 460-lot 
division, built by Lennar Homes and Meritage Homes, start at 
about $400,000. 

3  Ventana Lakes 
Workers are busy at Ventana Lakes, off Clay Road near the 
Grand Parkway. Homes in the 480-acre community built by Perry 
Homes and D.R. Horton start in the $310,000s.

4  Trails of Katy 
Homes keep popping up in the Trails of Katy, at Fragile Sail 
Court south of I-10. Pulte Homes, Westin Homes and Devon 
Street Homes are building on the 200-acre development 
featuring more than 300 homes starting in the $300,000s.

5  Anserra Estates
Work continues by KB Homes in Anserra Estates on Fielder 
Village Lane, which had its grand opening in February. Homes at 
the 103-acre, 275-lot development start at about $260,000. 

6  Lakecrest Park 
Work continues at Lakecrest Park, off Katy Fort Bend Road near 
Franz Road. Homes in the 100-lot division, built by Chesmar 
Homes, start in the $190,000s. 

Compiled by Jim Levesque
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* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; write-in candidates will not appear on 
the ballot or in this guide but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Leticia Van  
de Putte, D 

Dan Patrick, R

lieutenant governor

Chandrakantha 
Courtney, G

Robert D. Butler, LWendy R. Davis, DGreg Abbott, R

governor

Brandon Parmer, GKathie Glass, L Sam Houston, DKen Paxton, R

attorney general

Jamar Osborne, GJamie Balagia, L

Compiled by Jim Levesque

Governor The governor serves as 
the chief executive of Texas and 
can serve an unlimited number 
of four-year terms. The governor 

offers policy recommendations and 
may introduce bills, and is also 
responsible for appointing state 
board and commission members.

Lieutenant Governor The 
lieutenant governor of Texas is 
elected on a separate ticket from 
the governor. The lieutenant 

governor serves as president of the 
State Senate and is responsible 
for establishing committees and 
appointing members. 

Attorney General The attorney 
general is responsible for 
defending the state’s constitution, 
representing the state in court 

and approving public bond issues. 
Attorney General Greg Abbott is 
running for governor in 2014. 

Candidates were selected for this 
guide based on whom voters in 
Katy will be voting. Elections for 
municipal utility districts, special 
utility districts and uncontested 

races were not included.

Who represents me?
To find out who your elected officials 
are, visit www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us

based on population. Population 
growth created four additional 
Texas districts in 2012. In this 
election, Texas voters will elect 
representatives for 36 districts.

District 7
John Culberson*, R
James Cargas, D
Gerald Fowler, L

District 10
Michael McCaul*, R
Tawana Walter-Cadien, D
Bill Kelsey, L

District 22
Pete Olson*, R
Frank Briscoe, D
Rob Lapham, L

Texas Senate
The Texas Senate is made up of 31 
single-member districts. Senators 
serve unlimited four-year terms.
 
District 7
Jim Davis, D
Paul Bettencourt, R
Whitney Bilyeu, L

District 17
Rita Lucido, D
Joan Huffman*, R
George Hardy, L
David Courtney, G

Texas House
The Texas House is made up of 150 
members representing districts of 
approximately 167,000 people each. 
Representatives serve unlimited 
two-year terms.

District 3
Cecil Bell Jr.*, R
Larry Parr, L

District 132
Mike Schofield, R
Luis Lopez, D

District 149
Al Hoang, R
Hubert Vo*, D

STATEWIDE
U.S. Senate
Texas’ two U.S. senators each serve 
staggered, six-year terms with no 
term limits. Ted Cruz—whose seat 
is not up for election until 2018—
has been in office since 2012. The 
second seat has been held by John 
Cornyn since 2002. 

U.S. Senate
John Cornyn*, R
David M. Alameel, D
Rebecca Paddock, L
Emily “Spicybrown” Sanchez, G

Comptroller of Public Accounts 
The comptroller is responsible 
for managing the state’s finances 
by acting as its tax collector, 
accountant and treasurer. The 
comptroller is elected to four-year 
terms. Comptroller Susan Combs is 
not seeking re-election in 2014. 

Comptroller of  
Public Accounts 
Glenn Hegar, R
Mike Collier, D
Ben Sanders, L
Deb Shafto, G

Commissioner of the General 
Land Office  
The land commissioner manages 
state assets, investments and 
mineral rights and also chairs 
numerous boards and commissions. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of the 
General Land Office 
George P. Bush, R
John Cook, D
Justin Knight, L
Valerie Alessi, G

Commissioner of Agriculture  
The agriculture commissioner 
manages consumer protection, 
agriculture, healthy living and 
economic development programs. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Todd Staples is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of 
Agriculture 
Sid Miller, R
Jim Hogan, D
David (Rocky) Palmquist, L
Kenneth Kendrick, G

Railroad Commissioner  
Three commissioners are elected 
to six-year terms. A railroad 
commissioner has policy- and 
rule-making responsibilities for 
the commission, which, despite its 
name, no longer oversees Texas 
railroads. The commission now 
regulates the following:

• Exploration and production of oil 
and natural gas

• Compressed natural gas safety
• Pipeline safety
• Surface mining
• Gas utilities
• Liquefied petroleum gas
• Liquefied natural gas.

Railroad Commissioner, 
Place 2 
Ryan Sitton, R
Steve Brown, D
Mark A. Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G

Supreme Court of Texas  
Nine justices, including a chief 
justice, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Supreme Court of Texas 
is the highest court for civil litigation 
statewide.

Chief Justice,  
Supreme Court 
Nathan Hecht*, R
William Moody, D
Tom Oxford, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 6, Unexpired Term
Jeff Brown*, R
Lawrence Edward Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 7
Jeff Boyd*, R
Gina Benavides, D
Don Fulton, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 8
Phil Johnson*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
Nine justices, including a presiding 
judge, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals hears cases appealed 
from trial courts and cases that are 
punishable by the death penalty. 
The court also has the authority to 
grant habeas corpus to defendants 
found guilty of felony crimes.
 
Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 3
Bert Richardson, R
John Granberg, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 4
Kevin Patrick Yeary, R
Quanah Parker, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 9
David Newell, R
William Bryan Strange, III, L
George Joseph Altgelt, G

DISTRICT
U.S. House
Representatives in the U.S. 
House serve unlimited two-year 
terms. A state’s representation is 

State Board of Education 
Fifteen commissioners are elected 
from districts formed based on 
population and serve four-year 
terms. The State Board of Education 
governs policy and curriculum 
standards, serving as the leadership 
for the state’s public school system. 
Specific duties include: 
• Designating and mandating 

curriculum
• Governing educational programs 

and services
• Reviewing and adopting 

instructional material
• Overseeing investment of the 

Permanent School Fund
• Approving the creation of charter 

schools 
• Adopting regulations and 

standards for operating adult 
education programs.

District 7
David Bradley*, R
Kathy King, D
Megan DaGata, L

HARRIS COUNTY

District Clerk
Chris Daniel*, R
Judith Snively, D

County Clerk
Stan Stanart*, R
Ann Harris Bennett, D

Treasurer
Orlando Sanchez*, R
David Rosen, D

FORT BEND COUNTY

District Attorney
John Healey*, R
Wilvin J. Carter, D

County Judge
Robert E. “Bob” Hebert*, R
James F. Pirtle, D

District Clerk
Annie Rebecca Elliott*, R
Michael D. Antalan, D

County Clerk
Laura Richard, R
Lila Villagomez, D

WALLER COUNTY

County Judge
Trey Duhon, R 
Sylvia Cedillo, D

CITY OF KATY

Proposition 
The issuance of municipal firestation 
bonds in the amount of $5 million.

KATY ISD

Bond 
The issuance of $748,120,000 
school building bonds for the 
construction, acquisition and 
equipment of school buildings in the 
district (including the rehabilitation, 
renovation and improvement 
thereof), the purchase of the 
necessary sites for school buildings, 
and the purchase of new school 
buses, and the levying of the tax in 
payment thereof.
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texas voter turnout*

Voters may vote at any early polling location Oct. 20–31. 

harris county
Franz Road storefront, 19818 Franz Road, Katy
Bear Creek Park Community Center, 3055 Bear Creek Drive, Houston
Nottingham Park, 926 Country Place Drive, Houston
Glen Cheek Education Building, 16002 Westheimer Parkway, Houston 

fort bend county
Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620 Commercial Center Blvd., Katy
Harmony Science Academy, 22400 Grand Corner Drive, Katy
Irene Stern Community Center, 6920 Katy Fulshear Road, Fulshear
WoodCreek Junior High, 1801 Woodcreek Bend Lane, Katy

waller county
Waller County Courthouse, 836 Austin St., Hempstead
Katy VFW Hall, 6202 George Bush Ave., Katy [Oct. 24-25 only]

On Election Day, Nov. 4, residents must vote at their precinct’s polling 
location. Precinct numbers are printed on the voter registration card.

harris county
Precincts and polling locations

0119 Katy Branch Harris County Public Library, 5414 Franz Road, Katy
0283 HC Precinct 3 Transportation Bus Barn, 17423 I-10, Houston
0305 Thornton Middle School, 19802 Keith Harrow Blvd., Katy
0362 Westland Baptist Church, 1407 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy
0400 HC Precinct 3 Transportation Bus Barn, 17423 I-10, Houston
0509 Memorial Parkway Community Association Clubhouse, 21600  
 Cimarron Parkway, Katy
0521 Mayde Creek MUD Community Center, 19600 Misty Cove Drive, Katy
0522 St. Peters United Methodist Church, 20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
0547 Harris County MUD 81 Building, 805 Hidden Canyon Road, Katy
0603 Williamsburg Colony Clubhouse, 2315 John Crump Lane, Katy
0617 Jowell Elementary School, 6355 Greenhouse Road, Katy
0618 Harris County Pocket Park and Offices, 19818 Franz Road, Katy
0619 HCPL Maud Smith Marks Branch, 1815 Westgreen Blvd., Katy
0639 Katy Municipal Complex Council Chambers, 910 Ave. C, Katy
0644 Memorial Parkway Junior High School, 21203 Highland Knolls Drive, Katy
0712 Sandra Bales Walker Elementary School, 6424 Settlers Village Drive, Katy
0720 Williamsburg Settlement Clubhouse, 1602 Hoyt Lane, Katy
0751 West Memorial Junior High School, 22311 Provincial Blvd., Katy
0813 MUD 71 Administration Building, 21437 Clay Road, Katy
0877 M. Robinson Elementary School, 4321 Westfield Village Drive, Katy
0881 McFee Elementary School, 19315 Plantation Cove Lane, Katy
0919 Katy Branch Harris County Public Library, 5414 Franz Road, Katy
0951 Thornton Middle School, 19802 Keith Harrow Blvd., Katy
0992 Cardiff Junior High School, 3900 Dayflower Drive, Katy
0993 HCPL Maud Smith Marks Branch, 1815 Westgreen Boulevard, Katy
1005 Harris County Pocket Park and offices, 19818 Franz Road, Katy
1061 Morton Ranch High School, 21000 Franz Road, Katy

fort bend county
Precincts and polling locations

3004 McMeans Junior High School, 21000 Westheimer Parkway, Katy
3014 Katy ISD Administration Building, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy
3038 Seven Lakes High School, 9251 S. Fry Road, Katy
3122 The Golf Club at Cinco Ranch, 23030 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
3130 Cinco Ranch High School Ninth–Grade Center, 23440  
 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
3132 and 3133 Beck Junior High School, 5200 S. Fry Road, Katy
3142 Beckendorf Junior High School, 8200 S. Fry Road, Katy
3143 Seven Lakes High School, 9251 S. Fry Road, Katy
3144 Beckendorf Junior High School, 8200 S. Fry Road, Katy

waller county
Precincts and polling locations

418 Igloo, 777 Igloo Road, Brookshire
419 and 420 Katy VFW Hall, 6202 George Bush Ave., Katy

election day voting locations

early voting locations

texas registered voters*

texas u.s. senate

texas u.s. house of representatives

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

* For November elections

* For November elections

2012

2012

58.6%

74.7%

13,646,226

18,279,737

2010

2010

37.5%

70.6%

 13,269,233

18,789,238

2008

2008

59.5%

76.5%

 13,575,062

17,735,442

2006

2006

33.6%

78.6%

 13,074,279

 16,636,742

2004

2004

56.6%

81.5%

 13,098,329

 16,071,153

2002

2002

36.2%

81%

 12,563,459

15,514,289

Total registered

Total voting age population

Total turnout

Total registered

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

voter registration card
Secretary of State's Office
Elections Division
1-800-252-VOTE (8683)
www.sos.state.tx.us/elections

Elections Administrator
P.O. Box 209
Georgetown, Texas 78627
(512) 943-1630
www.wilco.org/elections

VOTER REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE
(Certificado de Registro Electoral)

WILLIAMSON COUNTY (Condado de Williamson)

VUID (VUID) Gender (Sexo) Valid from 

State SenateUS Rep State Rep Co. Comm. J.P.

City ConstableSchool District

(Válido desde)

Year of Birth (Año de Nacimiento) Prec. No. (Núm. Pcto.) thru (hasta)

Name and Permanent Residence Address (Nombre y dirección residencial permanente) Name and Mailing Address (Nombre y dirección de correo)

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

VOTER MUST PERSONALLY SIGN HIS/HER NAME IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT, IF ABLE
(El votante debe firmar esta tarjeta personalmente al recibirla,si puede.)
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First-Class Mail
U. S. Postage Paid
Georgetown, TX
Permit No. 209

Presorted

1234567890
25

AISD

DOE, JOHN
8400 N. SAM HOUSTON PKWY.
HOUSTON, TX 77064

DOE, JOHN
8400 N. SAM HOUSTON PKWY.
HOUSTON, TX 77064

25

AUSFP

47

3

3 1

1975

M

349

01/01/2012

12/31/2012

1  VUID — Your 10-digit statewide 
Voter Unique Identification 
Number issued by the Secretary 
of State’s Office. This number 
remains the same as long as you 
are a registered voter in Texas, 
regardless of the county in which 
you reside or if you move from 
one county in Texas to another. 

2  Precinct number — The precinct 
number is based upon your resi-
dential address and determines 
your Election Day polling location.

3  Upon expiration, new certificates 
are automatically mailed to  
voters with active registrations.

4  Residential address — This 
section includes the address as 
provided when you registered. 

5  When voting in a primary elec-
tion, you must state the party 
from which you would like to re-
ceive a ballot. Your selection will 
then be indicated in this space. 
This also helps ensure you will 
receive a ballot from the same 

party should a runoff election be 
required. If you did not vote in the 
initial primary but would like to 
vote in a subsequent runoff, you 
will be able to make your party 
selection at that time.

6  These are the districts in which 
you reside. 
* U.S. Rep. = U.S. Congress 
* State Senate and state Rep. = 
Texas Legislature 
* Co. Comm. = County  
Commissioner precinct 
* J.P. = Justice of the Peace district 
* School district = School 
* School SMD = Single-member 
district 
* City = City (and annexation status) 
* Constable = Constable’s precinct

7  Mailing address —  This space 
is reserved for the address 
indicating where you wish to 
receive your mail. This address 
is not used in determining your 
precincts or in which races you 
will be eligible to vote.

Source: www.wilco.org/elections

SAMPLE CARD

1

2

3

5

6

74

IMPORTANT DATES
In-person early voting: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Republican Democrat

Republican Democrat

2012
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2002

2000

1996

2012

2010

2008 

2006
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2000

1998

1996

1994

1994

1990

1988

1984

1982
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1976

1972

1970

1966

1964

1960

Court upholds voter id law for nov. 4 election*

U.S. District Court Judge Nelva Gonzales Ramos ruled Oct. 9 that the state’s 
voter identification law is unconstitutional. The voter ID law, approved in May 
2011 by the Texas Legislature as Senate Bill 14, required voters to present one 
form of photo ID before casting their ballots. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
Legislature’s decision in 2013.

Lauren Bean, deputy communications director for the Texas Attorney General’s 
office, issued a statement announcing the state would appeal Ramos’ ruling im-
mediately to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to resolve the matter 
quickly and avoid voter confusion in the upcoming election. 

“The Attorney General’s office will take all legal action necessary to avoid voter 
confusion and ensure that the law is in effect for the upcoming election,” she 
said. “The U.S. Supreme Court has already ruled that voter ID laws are constitu-
tional, so we are confident the Texas law will be upheld on appeal.”

In her ruling Ramos said the state’s photo ID law “creates a substantial burden 
on the fundamental right to vote, has a discriminatory effect and purpose, and 
constitutes a poll tax.” According to the ruling, “The court holds that 
SB 14 creates an unconstitutional burden on the right to vote, has an imper-
missible discriminatory effect against Hispanics and African-Americans, and 
was imposed with an unconstitutional discriminatory purpose.”

Because Ramos did not issue a final judgment on the ruling, it was unclear if 
the ruling would affect early voting, which began Oct. 20. The Fifth Circuit Court 
ruled Oct. 14 the state’s voter ID law would remain in effect for the Nov. 4 elec-
tion and early voting.

According to the ruling, “This is not a run-of-the-mill case; instead, it is a voting 
case decided on the eve of the election. ... Thus, the value of preserving the status 
quo [the state’s voter ID law] here is much higher than in most other contexts.”

*Information updated as of 10/16/14. Visit www.texas.gov for updates.
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At Houston Methodist, our expert team of physicians practice the 

most advanced techniques in heart care to provide better, minimally invasive 

treatments for our patients. We’re one of only a handful of institutions in the 

nation performing heart procedures through an artery in the wrist, a safer 

technique – particularly for women. It’s just one of the ways we provide 

more innovative solutions for even the most complicated heart problems.

Houston Methodist West is accredited as a Chest Pain Center by the 

Society of Cardiovascular Patient Care, and has a three-star rating by 

the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, placing it in the top 10 percent of U.S. 

programs. The Texas Department of State Health Service has designated 

the hospital as a primary stroke facility.

For a physician referral or for more information, 
visit houstonmethodist.org/west or call 832.522.5522. 

More advanced heart 
treatMents with less  
risk for patients.

18500 Katy Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77094 
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CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES
 District 7: Dan Patrick 
District 17: Joan Huffman 
District 18: Glen Hegar 
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28CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES

 District 3: Cecil Bell1

District 28: John Zerwas 
District 132: Bill Callegari2 
District 138: Dwayne Bohac 
District 149: Hubert Vo
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CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES
 District 7: John Culberson 
District 9: Al Green 
District 10: Michael McCaul 
District 22: Pete Olson
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COUNTY PRECINCTS

FORT BEND COUNTY
PRECINCT 3

HARRIS COUNTY
PRECINCT 3

WALLER
COUNTY

PRECINCT 4

1Incumbent, 2Open seat l  Source: Texas Legislative Council

In-person early voting: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

IMPORTANT DATES

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com

Katy area legislators and districts
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KATY FUNERAL HOME  
support close to home 

At the corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd.   

(281) 395-7070   |   KatyFH.com

Exceptional funeral and memorial services  
close to home. 
 
We are proud to support families here in Katy—when they need it 

the most. Our expertise covers a complete range of services for any 

budget, including catered services in a new reception room. From 

traditional funerals to modern celebrations of life, we’re dedicated 

to celebrating the unique lives that make up our community.

honor  
a life well  lived

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

4.9167x6.04-KatyFH-Awareness-COMM-IMPACT-4C-ad.indd   1 3/17/14   1:22 PM

Join us for a race through this beautiful master-planned community. 
Free t-shirt and goodie bag for all participants plus a finisher medal.

Cash prizes for winners in all age groups. Free food, 
bounce house, face painting, & pumpkin patch for the kids.

Hosted by CBS Radio, meet Sports Radio 610 announcer Seth Payne.

CypressCreekLakes.com

To Register visit CypressCreekLakesHOA.com/zombie-stomp
Proceeds from this event benefit Cy-Hope

Overwhelmed?  
Fatigued? Burned out?  

Overwhelmed?

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE HEALTH ASSESSMENT.  

888-890-8611 • hotzehwc.com/impact

Since 1989, the Hotze Health & Wellness Center has helped over 30,000 patients 
regain their health and vitality by utilizing all-natural, bioidentical products that restore 

hormones to optimal levels, strengthen immune systems, and increase energy levels. 
We replace what is missing. It’s that simple.

CLIENT: Hotze Health & Wellness Center
FILE NAME: 14HTZ130_CommImp_Katy_HalfPg_h_Overwhelmed_GTP
TITLE: “Overwhelmed”
PRODUCED BY: Acme Fish
SPECS: 10” x 6.04”, 4C (non-bleed)
MEDIA: Community Impact Katy (Half Page - Horizontal Ad)
DATE: 8/17/14
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surprises at the annual Holiday Ladies Night Out. The twice-
annual event features 15 participating downtown shops and is 
also open to area gentlemen. 6–8 p.m. 281-391-2299.

15 Just Ride for a Just Cause 
The inaugural BPMS150- recommended Just Ride 

for a Just Cause features five bike races for riders of all 
experience levels with routes of 11, 20, 40, 60 and 73 miles. 
Proceeds will help the nonprofit organizations Redeemed 
Ministries and Restore Her, which support victims of sex 
trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation in the Houston 
area. 7:30 a.m. breakfast with an 8:30 a.m. start and lunch 
following the ride. $40 though Nov. 13,  $45 day of race, 
$75 for family of three, $100 for family of four. Simonton 
Community Church, 9703 FM 1489, Simonton.  
www.passionforhumanity.net/justride.

15 Electronic recycling and document shredding 
Keep Katy Beautiful will host an electronic recycling 

and on-site document shredding event. Residents can bring 
computer and electronic office equipment for safe recycling. 
No household appliances. Free. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. in the parking 
lot across from City Hall at Avenue D at Second Street.

27 Katy YMCA Turkey Dash
The 12th annual Katy YMCA Turkey Dash 10K, 

5K and 1-mile run/walk raises funds for scholarships, 
child care, summer camps, swim lessons, sports leagues, 
eyeglasses for Katy ISD students and to assist various 
outreach programs. Last year, more then 5,800 people 
participated and more than $183,000 was raised. 7:45 a.m. 
10K begins; 8:15 a.m. 5K begins; 8:25 a.m. 5K begins for 
runners with strollers and walkers; 9:15 a.m, 1-mile walk/run 
begins. 10K — $32 though Oct. 31, $37 Nov. 1-21, $40 Nov. 
22-26; 5K — $27 though Oct. 31, $32 Nov. 1-21; $35 Nov. 
22-26; 1-mile Kids Fun Run (12 and younger) — $18 through 

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar. 

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the first Friday of the 
month.

OCTOBER

25 Howl’O’Ween
The City of Katy’s annual Halloween event for dogs 

and their owners features games and activities including a 
costume contest and pet photos. 9-11 a.m. Cost of entry is 
one bag of dog food to be donated to local animal shelters. 
Katy City Dog Park, 5418 Franz Road, Katy. 281-391-4840. 
www.cityofkaty.com/howloween-in-the-dog-park.

25 through 27 
Free pumpkin painting at H-E-B

Three Katy-area H-E-B stores will host free pumpkin painting 
events for children ages 2 to 12 in the produce section. Oct. 
25 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at H-E-B Katy Market, 25675 Nelson 
Way, Katy. 281-574-1800; Oct. 26 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at H-E-B 
Plus, 6711 S. Fry Road, Katy. 281-392-9500; Oct. 27th 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at H-E-B Mason Road, 1621 S. Mason Road, Katy. 
281-599-0045

29 College readiness panel discussion 
Students and parents are invited to attend an 

informational session on the importance of fine arts in college 
readiness with admissions officials from Rice University, 
University of Houston and the University of Texas at Austin. 
The panel discussion and will provide insight, information 
and perspective in student preparation during the high 
school years for college readiness, the process of university 
admissions and successful student transition from high school 
to college. 7 p.m. Free. Seven Lakes High School Performing 
Arts Center, 9251 S. Fry Road, Katy.

31 Boo Bash at Katy Mills 
Katy Mills will offer a safe place for children to partake 

in Halloween activities and trick-or-treating at its annual 
Boo Bash. There will be a costume contest, parade, crafts, 
pumpkin decorating, scary stories, a “Mummy Wrap Relay” 
and more. Free. 6–8 p.m. AMC Katy Mills 20, 5000 Katy Mills 
Circle, #131. 281-644-5000. 

NOVEMBER

04 Black & White Classic
Katy Area Artists will host its inaugural charity event 

to benefit local visual art education. The event encourages 
attendees to dress in shades of black and white and features 
an exhibition and sale of monochromatic fine artwork, 
photography and jewelry, a silent auction and tapas-style 
dinner. 6–8 p.m. $40 in advance or $50 at the door. Babaloo 
Gallery, 22756 Westheimer Pkwy., Katy.  
www.katyareaartists.org.

06 Annual Holiday Ladies Night Out 
Area ladies are invited to Historic Downtown Katy 

for a night of special discounts, door prizes, refreshments and 

CALENDAR

Online Calendar

Compiled by Jim Levesque

Oct. 31; $23 Nov. 1-21; $26 Nov. 22-26; 1-mile walk/run — 
$15 through Oct. 31; $20 Nov. 1-21; $23 Nov. 22-26. Katy 
Family YMCA, 22807 Westheimer Parkway, Katy.  
281-392-5055. www.ymcahouston.org/turkey-dash

 United States Army Field Band and 
Soldier’s Chorus
The United States Army Field Band and 

Soldier’s Chorus, the top touring musical ambassadors 
of the Army, will perform a 12-song program. Admission 
is free, but officials encourage those who wish to 
attend to reserve their ticket in advance to secure their 
seats. Tickets can be picked up at The Conservatory of 
Music at North Katy, 3719 N. Fry. Road #N2, or at The 
Conservatory of Music at Cinco Ranch, 23922 Cinco 
Village Center, Suite 220, in Katy, or by mailing a self-
addressed stamped envelope with the number of tickets 
desired [four maximum] to the North Katy conservatory. 
7 p.m. Katy High School Performing Arts Center, 6331 
Highway Blvd., Katy. www.armyfieldband.com
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Attend our Community Meeting on Oct. 27
Lutheran Social Services of the South is considering applying to serve as the  

Head Start grantee in Fort Bend, Matagorda and Wharton Counties. 

We want to hear from you.

Help Us - Help Children

Monday, Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. 
New Hope Lutheran Church || 1424 FM 1092 || Missouri City, TX 77459 

www.lsss.org/go/head-start
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PARTNERS IN BUILDING has always been a part of Houston’s growth to the west. We have two neighborhoods in Cinco 
Ranch, and two neighborhoods in Cross Creek Ranch. Both of these communities are in Katy ISD with the renowned schools 
that helped fuel the growth in this sector of the city. And our one-of-a-kind BUILD ON YOUR LOT program is the perfect 
complement for those who find their own one-of-a-kind home site anywhere in the area.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

LUXURY. CUSTOM. WEST HOUSTON. WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

LUXURY IS PART OF 
EVERYTHING WE DO.
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Ceramics by Tess

W. Fernhurst Dr.

99

Tess Thornton, owner and founder of Ceramics by Tess, has worked with ceramics for about 20 years. 
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Ceramics by Tess
Owner transforms art hobby into flourishing studio

A bout 20 years ago, stay-at-home 
mother Tess Thornton was 
searching for a fun, affordable 

activity to entertain her five children    
during summer break. After visiting an art 
studio, she saw the joy on her children’s 
faces, and the idea for creating her own 
ceramics business began to take root.

“They had so much fun [at the art studio], 
so it made me go to Hobby Lobby,” Thorn-
ton said. “I bought plaster molds, and I 
made pieces for [my kids] to paint to keep 
them busy. One of them had a birthday 
party, and friends in the neighborhood 
would come over and paint.”

Since 2003, Thornton has worked with 
nonprofit organizations ARTreach and 
Arc of Katy to support art education and 
refine motor skills for children and adults 
with disabilities. As her art interests 
grew, Thornton yearned to leave a larger 
mark on the Katy community and moved 
forward with the launch of her studio, 
Ceramics by Tess, in 2006.

Two years later, Thornton was faced 
with becoming the sole provider for her 
family after the death of her husband and 
worked long hours to ensure her hobby 
could become a successful business model. 
As Ceramics by Tess continued to gain 
traction, Thornton was able to expand the 
studio from a small room to 4,500 square 
feet and open a new event area in 2011. 

“My husband asked me when he found 
out I was [creating Ceramics by Tess], ‘How 
do you know this is going to work? Where 
are your numbers?’” Thornton said. “I said, 
‘I don’t have numbers. I have it here [in my 
heart].’ I know if I keep having faith and if 
I work hard enough, it’ll happen.”

Offering an all-inclusive experience, 
the studio provides tools and supplies for 
guests of all ages to create clay sculptures, 
craft glass art projects and paint a variety of 
plaster molds ranging from seasonal items 
to cartoon characters. In addition, Thornton 

offers several specialty technique classes 
each month, such as dry brushing with 
acrylic paints and creating realistic designs.

“We teach them how to make something 
come alive and show them the process,” 
Thornton said. “They start by painting the 
piece black, and we layer all these colors 
on. You start at the bottom, work your way 
up and add the finishing touches. We help 
teach them how to learn for themselves.”

Ceramics by Tess employs about seven 
to 13 employees, depending on the season, 
and receives most of its business during the 
summer and the month of December when 
customers flock to the studio to create gifts 
for the holidays, Thornton said. It takes 
anywhere from three days to a week to pro-
cess designs through the kiln and return 
completed products to customers, she said.

Since moving to Katy from Cibolo, 
Texas, in 1998, Thornton has made it a 
mission to teach herself the ins and outs 
of the art industry by watching YouTube 
how-to videos and webinars and enrolling 
in classes taught by local artists. Thornton 
said she plans to maintain the size of the 
studio and expand class offerings.

“I flunked art in high school,” Thorn-
ton said. “I tell that to all the children that 
will listen to me. Just because you failed at 
something once doesn’t mean that you’re 
doomed. Learning all this stuff was just 
like learning how to ride a bike. You have to 
keep practicing and keep trying.”

BUSINESS

402 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 115
Katy • 281-392-3161
www.ceramicsbytess.com
Hours: Tue.–Wed. 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Thu. 
10 a.m.–7 p.m. (open to public), 7–11 p.m. 
(adult BYOB night), Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 
p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m. Closed Mondays 
(only open for special events)

Painting a brighter future
Ever since she moved to Katy in 1998, 
owner Tess Thornton said she has been 
active in the community and frequently 
donates art supplies and raises funds 
for Katy ISD schools and nonprofit 
organizations. Thornton said she regularly 
holds special art classes at the studio for 
children and adults with disabilities and 
senior citizens with Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
“The funding has gone away for the arts to 
be in the schools as much as they used to 
be,” Thornton said. “By offering [students] 
a chance to express [themselves] and not 
be sitting in a chair taking a test, they’re 
learning and growing and experiencing life. I 
meet so many awesome kids. You can have 
a bad day and some kid will blurt something 
out, and it takes all your problems away and 
brings you back down to earth.”

The studio offers “Play with Clay” classes to 
teach molding techniques.

The new warm glass area allows customers to 
create home decorations and dining plates.

The studio offers a variety of plaster molds for 
customers to paint. 

Work of Art

By Liza Winkler

Ceramics by Tess  
was founded in

2006

The maximum capacity 
of the studio is

164 people

the studio creates 
an average of

plaster molds daily
50–100

families visit in an 
average month

200–300

The size of the studio is

4,500 square 
feet

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
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30
 YEARS

S e r v i n g  t h e
K a t y  C o m m u n i t y

333 Cypress Run, Suite 350
Houston, Texas  77094
Phone:  281-497-1040

Toll Free:  866-497-1040
www.TurnerDuran.com

The Reserve 
at Katy

New Amenity Center 
Now Open! 

From the mid-$400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
Fully Furnished Model 

Home for Sale!
(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates

Gated New Home 
Sites Released!

From the mid-$600s
(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confi rm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. 

Five-Time Texas 
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Homes Available for
QUICK DELIVERY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Design trends, tips, 
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

NOW OPEN!

1520 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy, Texas 77494

(281) 394-0628
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com 

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com

TM

 C OME FOR A TOUR AND EXPERIENCE THE LEGACY!

KiKiK ngsland Blvd.

Katy Gap Rd.

Roesn
er Rd.
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Great Harvest Bread Co.
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Great Harvest Bread Co.
Franchise bakery brings fresh bread to Katy

P eople often overlook the use of 
bread when it comes to preparing 
a sandwich, preferring to focus 

instead on meats, cheeses and veggies. 
Heidi Roark, owner of Great Harvest 
Bread Co. in Katy, said using the right 
bread is the most important part.

Great Harvest specializes in freshly 
made bread of all types, ranging from 
classic honey wheat to the more adven-
turous cranberry orange or pizza swirl. 
The Katy franchise was started in 2012 
by the Roark family—husband and wife 
Dana and Diane—along with daughter 
Heidi, who dreamed of owning a bakery 
as a child.

“I spent a lot of time baking with 
my mother at a young age,” Heidi said. 
“I would say that is where the passion 
comes from. It’s always just been some-
thing that I loved doing.” 

Great Harvest has more than 200 
locations around the country, but less 
than 10 exist in Texas with only three  
in the Greater Houston area. It can be 
easy to mistake the family-run Katy 
location for a mom and pop bakery. 
In addition to running the South Fry 
Road storefront, the family attends six 
farmers markets each month, including 
markets as near as Tomball and as far as 
College Station.

The family bakes fresh bread every day 
from scratch and mills its own wheat 
on-site. Heidi begins each day around 
4:30 a.m. to ensure fresh bread is ready 
by 9:30 a.m., she said. Her management 
has lead to steady growth during the past 

two years with total staff doubling from 
six to 12.

“The number of kneaders we bring in 
every morning has doubled from two 
to four because the amount of bread we 
need each day has pretty much doubled,” 
Heidi said. “We get about 20–30 new 
people walking in our door every day.”

Great Harvest gives franchise owners 
decision-making power when it comes to 
the menu. Roark said she appreciates the 
opportunity to be more creative in her 
baking. Some of the more experimental 
recipes that have proved popular with 
customers include beer-bread pretzels, 
bacon and chocolate chip cookies and 
Almond Joy bread. 

Great Harvest is best known for 
its specialty breads, but desserts and        
pastries are a big part of the menu as 
well. Moving forward, Heidi said she 
plans to further develop the eatery’s 
sandwich offerings and catering services. 

“A lot of people are still surprised when 
they find out we offer things like coffee 
and sandwiches,” she said. “We want to 
get more people to realize we aren’t just a 
bread place. There is a whole cafe side to 
what we offer as well.”

Immediate plans for the future involve 
continuing to grow the business’ pres-
ence in the Katy community.

“It feels good to make and sell some-
thing that you know is a quality product, 
something that you would want to be 
eating,” Heidi said. “We’re just going 
to keep spreading the word about what 
we’re doing here.”

DINING

1623 S. Fry Road
Katy • 281-578-3097
www.greatharvestkatytx.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.,
Sat. 7 a.m.–5 p.m. Closed Sundays

By Shawn Arrajj

Great Harvest Bread Co. produces a variety of breads fresh daily, including nine-grain and sourdough.

The shop is run by the Roark family—husband and wife 
Dana and Diane and their daughter Heidi.

The franchise bakery location stocks displays with 
jams, jellies and other products from local vendors.

Items like the Pumpkin OH—a thin slice of pumpkin 
cake with cream cheese—are sold around the holidays.

Owner recommendations
Honey whole wheat bread—Made with 
milled wheat, water, yeast, honey and 
salt, this bread is most popular. ($5.75)

Pumpkin chocolate chip—Available as 
muffin ($2.95) or batter bread ($8.25), 
both are available year-round.

Texan club—Great Harvest’s sandwich 
comes with turkey, bacon, avocado, blue 
cheese spread, lettuce and onion. ($8.50)

Dakota bread—This bread is made with 
pumpkin, sunflower, millet and sesame 
seeds. ($6.95)

Savannah bar—The treat features oat-
meal cookie crust topped with blackber-
ries, raspberries and peaches. ($2.25)

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 210 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10

Holiday specials

With Thanksgiving approaching, the 
staff at Great Harvest Bread Co. in 
Katy are preparing for the holiday 
season with pies, stuffing bread and 
other specialty menu items. Dinner 
rolls are always high in demand 
around this time of year, owner Heidi 
Roark said.

“Last year, we probably sold around 
2,000,” she said. “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if we made up to 3,000 this 
year. Our employees will bring in family 
members just to help knead the bread.”

Customizable gift baskets also come 
into sharp demand around the holiday 
season, Roark said. Pumpkin OHs 
are another holiday item made with 
thin pumpkin cake filled with a cream 
cheese swirl. 
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State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Get to a better State®. 

Jerry Kroll, Agent
402 W. Grand Parkway South

Katy, TX  77494
Bus: 281-392-0505

www.myinsuranceguykaty.com

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support the Katy Community.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

Family.
Friends.
Community.

We’re all in this together.

1211007

Get to a better State®. 

Jerry Kroll, Agent
402 W. Grand Parkway South

Katy, TX  77494
Bus: 281-392-0505

www.myinsuranceguykaty.com

State Farm® has a long
tradition of being there. That's
one reason why I'm proud to
support the Katy Community.
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F I N D  B A L A N C E

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $250s to over $1 million
281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270

www.bridgeland.com
Proceeds will Benefi t Participating Animal Rescue Groups

#BridgelandBalance

®

Saturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow Park

Presents the 6th Annual Spooktacular

Saturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow ParkSaturday, October 25 • 10am-4pm • Oak Meadow Park
Join us for a fur-tastic day in the park and see performances from the Olate Dogs, David Chicken, Houston Canine 
Frisbee Disc Club and Splash Dogs. You can also enjoy pet products and service booths, trick-or-treating for kids 
and pets and a pooch fashion show. Additional attractions include concessions from a variety of Houston-area food 
trucks, pumpkin decorating and a fall fest area sponsored by The Foundry, a church located in Bridgeland.

For more information, visit
www.bridgeland.com/howl-o-ween-fest

Top Dog SponsorFall Fest Sponsor

Winners of
2012 America’s Got Talent

Olate Dogs!

Dogs must be leashed and under control at all times, current on all vaccinations and wearing a current rabies tag.  
Aggressive dogs are not permitted on the premises.  Dogs must be removed at fi rst sign of aggression.  By bringing a dog to this event, 
you are taking responsibility for any damage or injury caused by that dog to any person or other animal.  In addition, if you or your dog 
is injured or suffer damage from a dog at this event, you agree that Bridgeland Development, LP is not responsible for the damage or injury.

12th Annual Thanksgiving Race
November 27, 2014

To learn more, register or volunteer, 
visit ymcaturkeydash.org
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Peggy Dimmick 
Director of social services, Fussell Senior Center

P eggy Dimmick has worked at Katy’s Fussell 
Senior Center for 13 years, but she has made 
helping senior citizens her job since she was 24. 

For 20 years, she worked as a nurse then transi-
tioned into administration for a nursing home after 
getting her degree in health care administration 
from what was then Southwest Texas University, 
now Texas State University. Dimmick began working 
with the senior center in 2002 and now is director of 
social services. 

“I want to provide the seniors with programs and 
activities that stimulate their hearts, minds and their 
physical well-being and to encourage them to main-
tain an independent, productive life,” Dimmick said.

Katy has seen an increase in the number of senior 
citizens in recent years.

“Our senior population is growing,” she said. 
“A lot of this is due to the baby boomers. In 2011, 
the U.S. Census Bureau gave a report that said the 
baby boomers are made up of people who are born 

between 1946 and 1965. They’ll be turning 65 for the 
next 18 years.”

The center offers activities and chances to socialize, 
but it does not offer meals. However, people age 60 
or older who qualify and who live within Fort Bend 
County can go to the Woodsland Park and Commu-
nity Center for a warm meal Monday through Friday. 

Dimmick said knowing that first responders  
are available and dependable is important to 
senior citizens.

“They’re right on top of things: the police, fire and 
emergency medical services departments,” she said. 
“They’re 24/7. They’re trained professionals, and they 
care and value the overall well-being of our seniors. 
If needed, the seniors can rest assured they’re going 
to be there for them, you know, promptly.” 

Dimmick, a senior citizen herself, lives in the Katy 
area with her husband, George. The couple has five 
grown children and five grandchildren who range in 
age from 9 to 24.

PEOPLE

Is Katy a good place for senior 
citizens?

Absolutely. I think there are a lot of 
seniors who are moving to Katy, for one 
reason or another. Their children and 
grandchildren are here, some of them are 
moving back to retire, some of them have 
said they move here because the cost of 
living is less than where they were living, 
speaking of Florida, California areas. 
And we’re here. The senior citizen center 
is here.

What is Katy doing to attract more 
senior citizens to the city?

I don’t know if it’s an attraction per say, 
but in 2012, we moved into this center. 
It’s a 6,000-square-foot senior citizen 
center. We have scheduled activities for 
mature, active adults. We take trips, we 
have all kinds of games and they’re done 
here at the center as seniors socialize. Our 
facility is not something that they’re just 

going to come in and sit. We’re not a day 
center, we’re not a medical facility, but we 
are geared for seniors who want to have a 
social life with seniors their own age. We 
have wonderful, state-of-the-art medical 
facilities. In seniors, the older you get, 
it helps you to be a little bit more secure 
whenever you have your medical needs 
met and these facilities are within driving 
distance without having to drive, you 
know, all the way into Houston.

What is the most pressing need for 
the city’s senior citizens?

Transportation sometimes can be a 
challenge, like it is all over our nation 
right now for seniors, especially those 
who are living in rural areas. Transporta-
tion to medical appointments—or even 
to a senior center, grocery shopping, the 
pharmacy, doctors—all of those things 
are important. And sometimes the chil-
dren have their own lives, and they may 

not be able to be there to take parents to 
these different places that they might have 
appointments at or whatever the need is 
and why they have to get there.

What is the best thing Katy offers 
senior citizens?

We are—our senior citizens center. 
What can I say about us? We have a ter-
rific center. We’re centrally located. I’ve 
heard people say it’s a home away from 
home. If you’re a senior citizen who wants 
to—we don’t want you sitting at home by 
yourself. We want the seniors to be active 
in our community. Actually, we have just 
a great schedule of activities.

What is the one area Katy needs to 
work on to help its senior citizens?

I think that we’re providing about the 
best service that a senior could ask for. 
We are not a day care center ... we’ve had 
a medical-facility type day cares, you 
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know, for ... adults who are not indepen-
dent adults, and I think that one of the 
things that happened was [it] did not 
have enough seniors so [it] could stay 
here in this area. This has been a few 
years back. ... That might be something 
that I would say would be, not a need, 
necessarily, for Katy, the city of Katy 
to provide, but someone might want to 
come in and do that one day.

Fussell Senior Center

E. 5th St.

D
rexel D

r.

D
rexel D

r.

5370 E. Fifth St.
Katy • 281-391-4837
www.cityofkaty.com

1946–1965 1,000

550–600

Baby Boomers birth years range from

are registered with  
the senior center

people usually participate in at least 
one event per month at the center

Fussell Senior Center Staff Director Peggy Dimmick (right) visits with longtime 
Katy resident Anna Baker, 98, at the center in Katy.

By Abigail Allen

homemaintenanceofhouston.com

Appliance Installation 
Door Installation Repair 

Pressure Washing | Sheetrock 
Roof Repairs | Fence and Gate 

Sprinkler Systems
Lawn Maintenance | Window Repairs 

Painting and Much More!

Professional Handyman and Maintenance 
Services for The Greater Houston area.

Call Today (713) 422-2209

$25off
christmas lights installation 

or HandyMan Service 
if scheduled by nov. 15th

Servi ng Sen iors
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A wide variety of resources for senior care, as well as activity 
centers and living accommodations, are available to seniors in 
the Katy area. Many locations offer rotating daily schedules of 
low-cost activities, trips, special events and classes.   

SENIOR ACTIVITIES

Academy for Lifelong Learning—
Lone Star College
Lone Star College offers classes and 
social activities for adults older than 50. The 
membership-based organization hosts events, 
informal activities and classes that cover a 
variety of topics from computer technology to 
gardening. The yearly membership fee is $20.

281-290-3460
9191 Barker Cypress Road, Cypress
www.lonestar.edu/all.htm

City of Katy Fussell Senior Center
Senior services offered by the Fussell 
Senior Center include games, exercise and 
health checks, day trips, movie screenings, 
crafts, holiday celebrations and dining out. 
Monthly activity calendars can be found on 
the city’s website.

5370 E. Fifth St., Katy
281-391-4837
www.cityofkaty.com/departments/senior-
social-services-2

SENIOR LIVING & CARE

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch
Autumn Leaves opened its ninth Houston-area 
property in early 2014 at 24024 Westheimer 
Parkway. The memory care community 
offers nursing care seven days a week, a 
life engagement program with activities 
throughout the day, a full culinary experience 
and staff specially trained to work with 
memory needs of residents.

24024 Westheimer Parkway
888-662-8886
www.autumnleaves.com/communities/ 
cinco-ranch

Autumn Grove Cottage Katy
With 16 private bedrooms, Autumn Grove 
Cottage boasts a high direct caregiver-to-
resident ratio. The cottage specializes in 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia care, 
including a nutrition and hydration program 
designed for those with memory loss.

21803 Oak Park Trails Drive, Katy
281-346-3045
www.autumngrove.com/assisted-living- 
katy-texas

Carriage Inn
Amenities include a salon, barbershop, 
solarium, game room and ice cream parlor as 
well as limousine service to and from 
appointments. A variety of floor plans is 
available, including one- and two-bedroom 
plans and optional study room.

1400 Katy Flewellen Road, Katy
281-392-2800
www.retirementcentermanagement.com/
communities/carriage-inn-katy-texas

Cinco Ranch Alzheimer’s Special  
Care Center
The Cinco Ranch location of Alzheimer’s 
Special Care offers the “Meaningful Moments” 
brand of memory care, which creates 
individualized plans based on each resident’s 
interests, preferences and experiences. 
Residents can choose between long-term 
assisted living and short-term respite care.

3206 S. Fry Road, Katy
281-638-8685
www.jeaseniorliving.com/memory_care/
Katy_TX/zip_77450/jea_senior_living/7121

Colonial Oaks Assisted Living  
& Memory Care
The Colonial Oaks location in Katy emphasizes 
both assisted living and memory care, 
providing around-the-clock personal 
assistance, transportation to appointments and 
health monitoring from a licensed nurse. The 
memory care program focuses on cognitive 
stimulation, sensory activities, socialization 
and special hydration and snacks.

21601 Provincial Blvd., Katy
281-578-2222
www.colonialoaks.org

Comfy Home
Comfy Home is a residential care home and 
assisted living facility for the elderly and 
disabled located in Cinco Ranch. Comfy Home 
specializes in helping those people who are no 
longer able to live independently but want the 
comfort of a home setting. 

21819 Hollow Field Lane, Katy
713-502-8175
www.comfyhomepc.com

Evergreen Cottages
The Evergreen Cottage facility is designed for 
those with dementia and offers an 
environment that comforts and provides the 

space to flourish. A state-of-the-art 
monitoring system enhances quality 
of care while respecting residents’ 
privacy. Trained Alzheimer’s and 
dementia caregivers are on-site 24 

hours a day, and nurses specializing in 
dementia care are available.

21715 Bridgewater Village Drive, Katy
832-321-5957
www.evergreencottages.com

Grace Care Center of Katy
Grace Care offers post-acute skilled 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing, outpatient 
rehabilitation, memory care and long-term 
care.

23553 W. Fernhurst Drive, Katy
281-394-1300
www.gracecarekaty.com

Heritage Park of Katy
As a rehabilitation and wellness center, 
Heritage Park works to help patients regain 
mobility and return home quickly. In addition to 
physical, occupational and speech therapy, the 
facility offers private suites, memory care, a 
chapel and a community volunteer program.

6001 George Bush Drive, Katy
281-395-1124
www.heritageparkofkaty.com

Legacy at Falcon Point
Legacy at Falcon Point is a Thrive Senior 
Living-designed center. The luxury assisted 
living and memory care community had 
its grand opening Oct. 9. The facility aims 
to combine advanced technology with a 
spirit of compassion to provide top-tier care 
while maintaining residents’ privacy and 
independence.
 
1520 Katy Gap Road
281-394-0628
www.legacyatfalconpoint.com

Providence Place
This gated community designed for seniors 
age 55 and older focuses on providing its 
residents with comfort and convenience. 
The community features one- and two-
bedroom apartments.

Senior Living Guide
2014

Compiled by Jim Levesque Designed by Mary-Ann Zykin
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Katy Area EDC is proud to 
provide site selection, project 
management and technical 

assistance for business start-up, 
business expansion/relocation and 

development to our vibrant and 
thriving area.  Since inception, the 

Katy Area EDC has assisted in 
the creation of more than 13,500 

jobs and $1.4 billion in capital 
investment.

We salute the following 
developments and 

companies 
locating and growing in the 

Katy Area:

ACADEMY SPORTS & OUTDOORS

DNV-GL

ENERGY PARK WEST

GEICO

GRAND PARKWAY INDUSTRIAL PARK

GRANDWAY WEST PHASE I

GREENHOUSE/PARK ROW OFFICE BUILDING

KATY RANCH CROSSING OFFICE BUILDING

KOBELCO CONSTRUCTION MACHINERY USA

LACENTERRA PHASE III & IV

MASON RANCH INDUSTRIAL PARK

MEMORIAL HERMANN

NACE

ONE GRAND CROSSING

SKYBOX

URS CORPORATION

KATYEDC.ORG
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20300 Saums Road, Katy
281-647-6470
www.providenceplacewest.com

Sundance at Woodcreek
Sundance offers a different kind of memory 
care rooted in a strong Christian faith. The 
program emphasizes environmental and 
sensory stimulation over medication. A state-
of-the-art monitoring system allows staff to 
track resident movements and activity within 
their apartment, reducing the risk of falls. All 
staff members are certified dementia care 
professionals.

1820 Woodcreek Bend Lane, Katy
281-347-4450
www.sundancememorycare.com

The Solana at Cinco Ranch
The Solana offers both independent living and 
assisted living options. The center emphasizes 
living with style and features a restaurant, 
cafe, wine bar, library, pool, theater, fitness 
center and spa among other amenities. New 
state-of-the-art memory care apartments are 
now being offered for pre-lease.

24001 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Katy
281-644-0003
www.thesolana.com

Sunrise Assisted Living of Cinco Ranch
The assisted living community offers assisted 
living, memory care and short-term stays. 
Sunrise aims to enrich resident lives with an 
extensive activity program with opportunities 
for exercise, games, cooking, worship and 
lunch outings. Residents can also play with 
Floyd, the community dog, a beagle-basset 
hound mix.

21939 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy
281-717-1700
www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Tuscany Living Villas Katy
The facility provides a range of services and 
options designed to emphasize personal 
dignity, individual autonomy, independence 
and freedom of choice.

28019 Norfolk Trail Lane, Katy
281-574-9724
www.tuscanylivingvillas.com

The Villa at Willow Colony Assisted Living 
and Memory Care
The family-owned business is staffed with 
certified nursing assistants and caregivers 
with years of experience in elderly care, skilled 
nursing facilities, psychiatric unit, oncology 
and intensive care units. The Villa features 
three private rooms and four shared rooms 
and specializes in assisted living.

26110 Willow Colony Lane, Katy

281-395-0139, 832-883-9913
www.villacarehome.com

SENIOR COMMUNITIES

The Grand Parkway
The Grand Parkway is a luxury community for 
active seniors age age 55 and older. The Grand 
Parkway consists of one- and two-bedroom 
apartment homes.

22777 Franz Road, Katy
281-395-0555
www.grandparkwayseniors.com

Heritage Grand at Cinco Ranch
Heritage Grand is neighborhood for those 55 
and older situated in Cinco Ranch. The 
development is comprised of 552 single-family 
and 98 duplex homes. 

5027 S. Bend Park Court
281-395-0444

Trebah Village Apartments
Trebah Village is an affordable senior 
community with elevators, a fitness center, 
business center, club room, beach-entry pool 
and four laundry facilities. One- and two-
bedroom apartments are available for rent.

19501 West Little York Road, Katy
877-440-4647

The Villas at Park Grove
The Villas is a independent living complex with 
activities for active seniors 55 and older. One- 
and two-bedroom apartments are available 
for rent.

600 Park Grove, Katy
281-398-1411
villasatparkgrove.com

COMING SOON

Orchard Assisted Living & Memory Care
Scheduled to open in November, The 
Orchard will be located on a 5-acre tract 
and will serve 97 residents. There will be 
facilities for 57 assisted living residents with 

a separate secured wing that will serve 40 
Alzheimer’s and/or dementia care residents.

24802 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
www.theorchardkaty.com
281-371-3000

AARP general information
832-325-2228

AARP Senior Employment Program
713-643-3200
www.aarp.org

American Society on Aging
800-537-9728
www.asaging.org

Care Connection Aging and Disability 
Resource Center (ADRC)
877-393-1090
www.careconnection.org

Career and Recovery Resources Senior 
Training and Referral Services
713-754-7000
281-822-4210 (Waller County)
www.careerandrecovery.org

Fort Bend County Senior Citizens Inc.
281-633-2162

Goodwill Industries Job  
Connection Centers
713-590-3123
www.goodwillhouston.org/ 
jobconnection.htm

Harris County Area Agency on Aging
832-393-4301
www.houstontx.gov/health/aging

Harris County Housing Resource Center
713-578-2055. 
www.hrc.hctx.net

Meals on Wheels Association of America
www.mowaa.org

Waller County Senior Citizens Inc.
281-822-4240

Resources

A community facility where seniors 
gather that offers services and 
activities that reflect their skills, 
interests and needs.

A center that provides seniors 
personal care services such as 
meals, medication management, 
bathing, dressing and transportation.

A lifestyle for a more independent 
senior, oftentimes a residential 
community that offers diverse 
activities. 

A specialized type of senior care 
tailored specifically for the needs of 
seniors with Alzheimer’s disease or 
other forms of dementia.

Senior center Assisted living facility Active living facility Memory care

Glossary

C
o

ur
te

sy
 O

rc
ha

rd
 A

ss
is

te
d

 L
iv

in
g 

&
 M

em
o

ry
 C

ar
e

This guide is not a comprehensive listing 
of senior resources. If your organization 

is not included, please email us at  
listings@impactnews.com

FUTURE OF 
THE ENERGY 

CORRIDOR

Friday, October 31 

 
Omni   Houston 

Westside
Katy   Freeway

 at   Eldridge

AGENDA
7-8am Breakfast & Networking

8-9:30am All-Star Speakers

9:30-10am Networking

Register now  
bisnow.com/EVENTS
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LSCS calls for  
$485 million bond

Voter turnout low in local Harris County races, 
despite increase in early voters at the polls

CY-FAIR  Citing a growing need 
for skilled workers in the region, 
the Lone Star College System is 
seeking voter approval Nov. 4 for 
a $485 million bond package just 
18 months after voters denied a 
$500 million bond referendum. 

LSCS Chancellor Steve Head said 
the bond package and message to vot-
ers has changed this year, but the need 
for the bond is as prevalent as it was in 
May 2013 due to a 6 percent enroll-
ment bump this fall. 

“We’ve been one of the fastest 
growing community colleges in the 
country over the last 10 years but 
especially over the last five,” Head 
said. “We’ve actually grown almost 50 
percent since 2008, so we’ve added over 
30,000 students since 2008. The average 
size of the average community college in 
Texas is 5,500, and [the system is] going 
to be 82,000 or so this semester.” 

Despite the nearly $500 million in 
projects that would be paid for over time 
through property tax revenue, LSCS said 

the bonds would not have an effect on 
the college system’s property tax rate if 
approved by voters. 

Ray Laughter, LSCS vice chancellor for 
external affairs, said the system can avoid 
raising property taxes because of its history 
of paying off bonds before they mature, 
LSCS’ AAA bond rating and the size of its 
service area. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj and Matt Stephens

TOP STORIES

LSCS 2014
University

Park

BOND BREAKDOWN

$485

TOTAL BOND

NEW  
CONSTRUCTION

MILLION

New construction $351.1M
Faculty upgrades $50.1M
Growth contingency $25M
Technology $23.3M 
Program mgmt $13.3M
Property acquisitions $12.2M
Safety, security $10M

Technology centers $97.5M
Health Science buildings $55.1M
Academic buildings $54.4M
Student services buildings $46.9M
Satellite centers $44.9M
Traffic improvements $24.1M
Instructional arts building $23.7M*

Center plant expansions $4.5M

$351.1
MILLION

Source: LSCS *at LSC-University Park only

CY-FAIR Voter turnout in Harris 
County during presidential election 
years is on point with other large coun-
ties in Texas, but turnout typically 
remains below 25 percent for most 
gubernatorial and local elections, 
according to election office data. 

“Many citizens don’t vote because 
voting is considered costly—finding 
one’s polling location, researching 
candidates and taking time away from 
work can cost a prospective voter time 
and money,” said Brandon Rottinghaus, 
associate professor of political science  
at the University of Houston. 

The number of registered voters in 
Harris County has remained steady at 
around 1.8 or 1.9 million people for the 
last decade, but there has been a marked 
rise in the number of early voters, specif-
ically in midterm elections, said Hector 
DeLeon, director of voter outreach with 
the Harris County clerk’s office. 

In the 2002 midterm election, 71 
percent of voters who participated in 

the election cast their ballot on Election 
Day, compared to 68 percent in 2006. The 
number decreased again in 2010 to 43 
percent, DeLeon said. 

“When it comes to early voting, the 
history shows that in the last three     
midterm elections, the number of people 
who vote early is steadily increasing,” 
DeLeon said. “We expect that probably 
more than half of the voters who will 
vote [this November] will have done so 
by the end of early voting.” 

Although early voting numbers are up, 
turnout in smaller local elections, such as 
Cy-Fair ISD bond referendums, typically 
remains at or below 10 percent. In the 
most recent Cy-Fair ISD bond election 
last May, 5 percent of registered voters in 
the district decided the outcome of the 
$1.2 billion bond referendum. 

“With a local election, your vote has 
more of an impact,” CFISD Superinten-
dent Mark Henry said.  
Full story by Marie Leonard

Dominion Collection

Columbus Day Sale Going On Now!
A Great Selection for the Entire Family.

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, TX 77477
281-494-4567

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AuSTin • DALLAS • HouSTon • SAn AnTonio

biLLiArDFACTory.Comsigtheater.com

BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(281) 392-2050

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch provides a safe, secure environment for 
 those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF CINCO RANCH
24024 Westheimer Parkway | Katy, TX  77494 | ID# 105776

(281) 392-2050  |  AutumnLeaves.com
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Sugar Land’s performing arts center 
slated to break ground by late 2014 

Revi’s Grill
CY-FAIR Revi’s Grill has become 
a neighborhood staple for Fairfield 
residents since the restaurant opened 
in the community in May 2013. 

Owners Steve and Kathy Skehan 
moved to Cypress and the Fairfield com-
munity with their two children, Cory 
and Staci, about seven years ago. 

In 2013, the family took over the res-
taurant formerly known as Dave’s Hoa-
gie House off Mason Road in Fairfield. 
The Skehans remodeled it, changed the 
menu and opened it as Revi’s Grill. 

Revi’s offers a few of the popular 
items from the previous establishment, 
such as cheesesteaks, but also offers a 
wider variety of options, ranging from 
burgers to grilled salmon to healthy 
salads and wraps. 

“This is now a restaurant with a menu 
that is put together for a family,” Steve 
said. “We changed the whole experience 
completely around. We made it into 
a restaurant where everyone can find 
something off the menu.” 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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SUGAR LAND The city’s plans to 
build a performing arts center at the 
corner of Hwy. 59 and University 
Boulevard are coming closer to frui-
tion. Martinez & Johnson Architecture 
has completed designs for the center, 
which has been temporarily named 
the ACE Center of Sugar Land.

“Through this design process we have 
refined the building,” said Gary Marti-
nez, principal with Martinez & Johnson. 
“We are looking for a combination of 

different brick [and materials] to give a 
nice contrast to the design.”

The center is on track to cost about 
$76.8 million in construction and will 
be funded through collaboration among 
equity partner ACE Theatrical, certifi-
cates of obligation and the city’s develop-
ment corporation. Construction of the 
surrounding streetscapes and adjacent 
pedestrian plaza will be funded in part 
through the city’s tourism fund.
Full story by John Rigg

Revi’s Grill

Cypresswood Dr.
290

M
as

on
 R

d.

15202 Mason Road, Ste. 700
Cypress • 281-758-1559
www.revisgrill.com 
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 10:30 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 10:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m.,
Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. Closed Mondays 

K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F
cool weather and warm memories

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  H I G H  $ 1 0 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  |  A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D  |  P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  

Award-winning Katy and Lamar school districts  
provide quality education for all ages. 

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10 near the expanding  
Grand Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend  

of urban conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Whether casting a line across the lake,  
exploring scenic trails or relaxing poolside,  

Firethorne has something for everyone to enjoy.

220-624 October CommunityImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 10/14/14   10:17 AM
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To try and keep up with trans-
portation needs, the state has 
relied on debt and one-time 
funding sources for more than 
a decade to pay for construction 
and maintenance. Texas voters 

approved bond 
debt issuance for 
road infrastruc-
ture in 2001, 
2003 and 2007 
totaling $17.9 
billion, said 
Scott Haywood, 
spokesman for 
Move Texas For-
ward, an organi-
zation created by 
former TxDOT 
c o m m i s s i o n -
ers dedicated 
to lobbying for 
increased fund-
ing for Texas 
roads.

Stagnating revenue sources 
and mounting debt has left 
the state with a cash-strapped 
department, he said.

“As of 2015 TxDOT is maxed 
out on its debt and can no lon-
ger use debt to pay for projects,” 
French said. “TxDOT cannot 
borrow any more money so it has 
to find a different way to fund 
transportation. There’s no more 
money, it is not available; it is 
gone as of 2015.”

Alternative funding sources
Even with the passage of 

Proposition 1 adding a projected 
$1.7 billion to the SHF, funding 
still falls short of the projected 
need, which is why alternative 
funding sources need to continue 
to be explored, French said. 

French said the Legislature 
could explore increasing vehi-
cle registration fees both at the 
state and county level as well as 
increasing or indexing the motor 
fuel tax to have it mirror the 
cost of inflation. Both options, 
however, require an increase in 
fees that could create a conten-
tious political climate that will be  
challenging to work against. 

“Do you go back and properly 
index or increase the motor fuel 
tax—which is going to be a heck 
of a political fight—or do you 
look at raising vehicle registration 
fees,” French said. “I would think 
you need a little bit of everything, 
which is why TAG is looking 
at more local funding options 
because we just do not feel like 
the political climate is where it 
needs to be for an increase on any 
of those fronts.”

Other options include divert-
ing new vehicle sales tax revenue 
from the general fund to the SHF, 
which could generate about $3 
billion annually, or replacing the 
current per gallon fuel tax with 
a Vehicle Miles Traveled system 
that would accurately reflect road 
usage and could compensate for 
future fuel efficiency, she said.  

“Making some difficult choices 

Proposition 1 
Continued from | 1

assortment of strings attached, 
including a provision barring 
the money from being used for  
construction of toll roads and a 
mandate for the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation to iden-
tify $100 million of cost savings.

In the first year alone, Propo-
sition 1 is expected to contribute 
roughly $1.7 billion to future road 
improvement and maintenance 
projects, based on estimates by 
the state comptroller’s office.

However, transportation 
experts said that amount still 
falls well short of what is needed 
annually to keep up with a rapidly 
escalating population and aging 
infrastructure.

“Proposition 1 is a great first 
step toward increasing funding 
for transportation in Texas, but 
it really is just a first step,” said 
Andrea French, executive direc-
tor for the Transportation Advo-
cacy Group. “TAG is very sup-
portive of Proposition 1, but we 
also know that we have to look 
much further into the future, 
and the proposition is not going 
to be enough to sustain [what 
we need], so we also need to find 
other funding options.”

TxDOT estimates its unmet 
annual transportation needs are 
$5 billion, which includes $1 bil-
lion for recurring maintenance, 
$3 billion for mobility projects 
and $1 billion for repairs related 
to increased energy sector activity. 

“The estimated annual shortfall 
of $5 billion is a safe line used to 
project what Texas needs to stay 
minimally competitive with other 
states and basically maintain the 
current state of transportation in 
the state,” French said. “We all say 
$5 billion very cautiously, but in 
my mind it is at least that much 
that is needed each year.”

How Houston benefits
According to a report by Texas 

Infrastructure Now, a nonprofit 
organization that promotes invest-
ment in transportation funding, 
TxDOT is projected to spend 
$464.6 million on road construc-
tion projects in the Houston 
district in fiscal year 2016. That 
amount represents a $386.4 mil-
lion decline in the six-year average 
in funding for the district. 

Texas Infrastructure Now esti-
mates the Houston district could 
receive an additional $221.5 million 
in funding if Proposition 1 passes. 
Clark said the additional funds 
would do a great deal of good.

“That is very significant, and 

7
5

%
2

5
%

RAINY 
DAY 

FUND

GENERAL  
REVENUE

FUND

75%25%

RAINY 
DAY 

FUND

GENERAL  
REVENUE

FUND

HOW PROPOSITION 1 WORKS

remained steady since the early 
1990s and have not kept pace 
with mounting transportation 
demands, Clark said.

The motor fuel tax rate has not 
been adjusted or increased since 
1991 and it was 
never indexed 
for inflation, so 
the increase in 
fuel-efficient, 
hybrid and 
electric cars is 
resulting in lost 
revenue tied to 
the gas tax that 
is not being 
captured, Clark 
said.

Ac c o r d i n g 
to a 2007 study 
commissioned 
by TxDOT, the 
d e p a r t m e n t 
could lose out 
on $86 billion in fuel tax collections 
because of assumed increases in the 
fuel efficiency of vehicles between 
2007 and 2031. To overcome that 
deficit, TxDOT would need to raise 
the state’s portion of the fuel tax 
665 percent from 20 cents to $1.53 
per gallon of gas.

“People like the gas tax because 
it has been around for so long 
and is user-based, but it is kind 
of a dinosaur funding technique,” 
French said. “We need to either do 
something with it or switch to a 
very different mainstream source 
of funding for transportation.”

it would help us with lots of road 
projects that need to be done,” 
Clark said. “It can help with new 
roads that need to be constructed 
or interchanges that need to be 
constructed or reconstructed. We 
have lots of old infrastructure that 
needs replacement.”

Clark said the Houston region 
will not identify any potential 
projects that could be funded by 
Proposition 1 money until after it 
has received voter approval. In the 
next couple of months, H-GAC 
will begin having conversations 
with local governments and 
transportation agencies to deter-
mine what needs the region has 
and what projects could benefit 
most from the additional fund-
ing. Assuming voters approve the 
proposition, Clark said he antici-
pates being able to make financial 
commitments to specific projects 
around March 2015. 

“We obviously have a lot of needs, 
and we want to make sure that we 
have identified the best places to 
put that additional funding if it 
becomes available,” Clark said.

How we got here
Transportation funding in 

Texas is generated primarily by 
motor fuel tax and vehicle regis-
tration fee revenue, among other 
sources. With soaring construc-
tion costs and traffic congestion, 
along with more fuel-efficient 
vehicles, most of the state’s trans-
portation revenue sources have 

For the SHF to receive 
funding under Proposition 
1, severance tax revenue 
must amount to more than 
$1.3 billion annually and the 
balance of the RDF would 
need to be at or above a 
preset threshold, which the 
Legislature will determine. 
If the balance is below the 
threshold, SHF allocations 
would be reduced or 
withheld until a sufficient 
balance in the RDF is met.

As it stands, 75 percent of 
severance tax revenue fill 
the coffers of the state’s 
Economic Stabilization Fund, 
also known as the Rainy 
Day Fund. The RDF allows 
Texas to set aside excess 
revenue for use in times of 
unexpected revenue shortfall.

Severance tax revenue is generated from a production tax paid 
to the state by all oil and gas companies in Texas. 

The remaining 25 percent 
of severance tax revenue 
goes to the general fund for 
the purposes of funding the 
public education system.

If passed, Proposition 1 would amend the Texas Constitution to 
allow for the diversion of a percentage of revenue raised from the 
state’s oil and gas taxes to flow into the State Highway Fund. It is 
estimated to provide $1.7 billion in the first year alone.

PRESET THRESHOLD

If approved, Proposition 1 
would divide the severance 
tax revenue previously 
allocated for the RDF 
equally between the RDF 
and the SHF. The remaining 
25 percent would still be 
used to fund the public 
education system.

SEVERANCE TAX REVENUE SEVERANCE TAX REVENUE

CURRENT REVENUE 
DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION WITH 
PROPOSITION 1

37.5%37.5%

RAINY 
DAY 

FUND

STATE 
HIGHWAY

FUND

The added revenue to 
the SHF via Proposition 1 
would come without raising 
taxes and can only be used 
for new construction and 
maintenance of the state 
highway system. The funds 
cannot be used to build 
toll roads. The proposition 
also requires TxDOT to 
identify $100 million of 
administrative savings to 
begin paying down its debt.
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According to a 2007 
study, TxDOT could 
lose out on $86 billion 
in fuel tax collections 
because of increases 
in fuel efficiency. To 
overcome that deficit, 
TxDOT would need to 
raise the state’s por-
tion of the fuel tax 665 
percent from 20 cents 
to $1.53 per gallon.
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If Proposition 1 is approved, what other 
avenues should the state explore to make up 
for the funding shortfall?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/kty-poll

FREEWAY WIDENING

$6.1 MILLION
PER LANE MILE

$5.8 MILLION
PER LANE MILE

OVERPASS

$250 MILLION

FREEWAY 
INTERCHANGE
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INCREASE   MOTOR   VEHICLE   REGISTRATION   FEES INDEXING   OR   INCREASING   MOTOR   FUEL   TAX
Each increase of $10 in motor vehicle registration fees  

could yield almost $210 million annually statewide  
in additional revenue.

Each increase of 1% in motor fuel tax  
should add almost $20 million a year to the State Highway Fund 

and a 1 cent increase would generate about $100 million. 

Sources: TxDOT, Texas Transportation Institute

The State Highway Fund receives a majority of its funding from motor vehicle registration 
fees and motor fuel tax revenue. Even with the passage of Proposition 1, TxDOT estimates a 
shortfall of $3.3 billion annually just to maintain current transportation levels.

 Amount to federal government

 Amount to state government

 Amount to state education

about transportation—even if the 
voters approve Proposition 1—
will still be in our future,” Clark 
said. “But Prop. 1 is a huge first 

step and will really be tremen-
dously beneficial and very imme-
diate in terms of its impact. If it 
does not pass, then some kind of 

increase will be the only option 
we can consider.”
Additional reporting by Brian  
Walzel and Brett Thorne

Be a part of something great,
right in your neighborhood. 

Stable, strong and growing!

Now hiring claims 
professionals in Katy. 

Visit geico.jobs/houston to 
learn more about our growing 
company and careers in claims.

Elaine Eve� tt ’s
LIGHTING

Lighting • Decorative Hardware
Decorative Plumbing • Mirrors & Art

Holiday Accessories & more

THE BRIGHTEST IDEAS ARE FOUND AT ELAINE EVERETT’S LIGHTING
The fi rst & only full service lighting showroom in Katy! 

9727 Spring Green Blvd. | Suite 500 | Katy, TX 77494 | 713.554.3915 | eelights.net

Mention this ad for an additional 
15% off any single item.

Offer expires 12/15/14. 
Discount cannot be combined with any other 

offer. Limit one per customer.

Tues-Sat 9am-6pm

Mention this ad for an additional 

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment  Social Skills  Shadowing  Diagnostic Services

Proudly serving children and 
their families since 2000
Like us on Facebook to 
get information on Free 

Trainings and Play Groups.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com34

Call 832-667-2390 to take advantage of this exclusive offer!

                   TICKETMASTER.COM

Get your ticket and game day 
t-shirt starting at just

$22
Don’t miss

out on

$1Hot
Dogs

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2014
3:00 PM

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN -VS- SAM HOUSTON STATE

It’s a great feeling to know
you’ve come to the right place.

Call today to schedule your VIP visit.
(281) 395-9600  •  www.thesolana.com
24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas



Katy Edition • October 2014 35

Katy ISD bond
Continued from | 1

Officials have said there might not be any 
increase in the tax rate if this year’s bond 
is approved, mirroring what happened in 
2010 when a maximum increase of 4 cents 
was predicted but no increase was needed. 
A tax increase was avoided then because 
of the sale of bonds, an increase in taxable 
values through growth, by capitalizing on 
low interest rates in issuing new bonds and 
by refunding certain outstanding bonds, 
officials said.

Two of the last four bond proposals have 
failed. However, in November 2006, six 
months after residents for the first time 
voted down a school district bond, another 
bond put on the ballot was approved.

Trustees have worked to recreate such a 
turnaround at the polls again, said school 
board president Bryan Michalsky.

After the 2013 bond failed, trustees helped 
formulate a process to create a new proposal 
with the work of community volunteers. 
What manifested was 
a 227-person commit-
tee that in four months 
constructed a new 
bond proposal to put 
in front of voters.

The $748,118,930 
proposal is vastly dif-
ferent from the plan 
rejected a year ago and aims to address 
a predicted growth in enrollment. The 
school district, which now has just more 
than 70,000 students, expects to top 
80,000 in 2018.

The stadium
The hot-button topic in both the lat-

est bond proposals is construction of a  
new stadium.

Most proponents and opponents of the 
2013 bond proposal agreed the price tag 
of the $69.5 million 14,000-seat stadium, 
which accounted for about 70 percent of 
the total bond, was a major factor in how 
residents voted. 

The new proposed stadium comes in at 
a price tag of $58 million. Among the cuts 
that were made from the original proposal 
is a smaller field house at $3.27 million, a 
4,000-space parking lot at about $11 mil-
lion and a 12,000-seat stadium—down 
2,000 seats—at about $43.7 million.

District officials and supporters of the 
bond, including members of the One Katy 
Political Action Committee, point out that 
the cost of the stadium is just a small por-
tion of the total bond—about 7.8 percent—
and the facility will be used for much more 
than football games. They also said a new 
stadium is needed for a growing district.

“The stadium is the largest classroom in 
Katy ISD,” said Shani Matheson, spokes-
woman for One Katy PAC and member 
of the bond committee. “It’s not just about 
football, it’s the band, cheerleaders, drill 
team, soccer and much more.”

Some have questioned why the sta-
dium is included in a bond that mostly 

Katy ISD Bond History
Voters will have their say Nov. 4 to approve 
or deny Katy ISD’s latest $748 million bond 
proposal. Since 1994, the district has put 
eight bond proposals up for a vote, passing 
six that have totaled $1.587 billion.

20
14 $748 million

bond package

Enrollment:
70,288

6 new schools 
6 renovations 
2 student activity facilities, 
including a second stadium

Early voting runs from Oct. 20–31
Election Day is Nov. 4

$90 million
Enrollment: 23,950

 5 new schools
 2 renovations
 1 expansion
 2 new gyms

19
94

Vote count
64%

For
36%

Against

$130 million
Enrollment: 26,766

 4 new schools
 2 renovations
 1 expansion
 2 new gyms

19
96

Vote count
69%

For
31%

Against$324 million
Enrollment: 32,388

 6 new schools
 3 Ninth grade centers
 1 expansion
 6 music room additions
 1 renovation
 4 new complexes

19
99

Vote count
50.3%

For
49.7%
Against

$261 million—May
$269 million—Nov. 
Enrollment: 51,201

 8 new schools
 5 renovations
 4 expansions
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Vote count—November

Vote count—May

53%
Against

53%
For

47%
For

47%
Against
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$315 million
Enrollment: 39,867

 9 new schools
 1 new gym
 1 complex
 4 weight room

  expansions
 5 renovations

Vote count
64%

For
36%

Against

$459 million
Enrollment: 60,803

 8 new schools
 3 renovations
 4 performing arts 

	 center	retrofits

20
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Vote count
52%

For
48%

Against

$99 million
bond package
Enrollment:

67,044

 Agricultural Sciences Center
 STEM Project Center
 Second Stadium

20
13

Vote 
Count

46%
For

54%
Against

For more information visit impactnews.com

features items to build new schools and 
upgrade existing facilities. Members  
of the Put Katy Kids First PAC, a 
group opposed to the bond, 
said a stadium at such an 
“astronomical” cost does not make sense 
and residents should have been able to vote 
for two different proposals—one that does 
not include the stadium.

“There is one option, that’s it,” said 
Cyndi Lawrence, Put Katy Kids First PAC 
president. “For a lot of people voting, it’s 
all about the stadium. [The school district] 
wants the Taj Mahal of stadiums. It’s just 
too expensive. If they truly wanted what’s 
best for our kids’ education, they’d mark 
that stadium down and look at less expen-
sive options.”

School officials and bond supporters 
said with seven high schools in the district 
and the addition of an eighth in the bond, 
another stadium is necessary to meet the 
needs of the increasing enrollment.

“Every item—and there are 63 in the 
bond—is piece of the 
pie, and if you take one 
piece out, the whole 
thing won’t be a suc-
cess,” Matheson said. 
“The road to success is 
constantly under con-
struction. If we take one 
thing out—a school, the 

stadium, the ag center—the entire school 
system will not be successful.”

Officials said they are saving money by 
building a new stadium on land already 
owned by the district, and its location next 
to Rhodes Stadium will save on infrastruc-
ture costs.

Possible outcomes
If voters approve the bond, there likely 

will be an oversight committee, like in 2010 
when the last bond was passed, to track the 
almost three-quarters of a billion dollars 
worth of projects to completion, ensure 
funds are being applied correctly and give 
updates to trustees, Michalsky said. 

Trustees already have discussed forming 
such a committee to ensure financial trans-
parency, he said.

If voters reject the bond proposal, it is 
back to the drawing board. 

Tom Gunnell, the school district’s chief 
operations officer, said officials would 
do their best to accommodate a growing 
enrollment with its current facilities. He 
said officials already have discussed many 
possibilities, and the “most preferred” 
options are adding more portable buildings 
for classrooms, rezoning enrollment areas 
to help alleviate overcrowding at specific 
schools and repurposing campus space: 
turning more rooms, gyms and common 
areas into classrooms. 

Gunnell said if the district only pur-
chased portable buildings to accommodate 
the expected 3,000-student increase next 
year, if would cost about $8 million.

The “least preferred” options that have 
been discussed are eliminating some 

extracurricular programs and implement-
ing year-round school, Gunnell said.

“Every option is on the table,” he said.
As for presenting another bond to vot-

ers, Michalsky said he does not think there 
would be enough time to get a proposal 
on the May ballot, meaning it would be 

another year before residents would vote 
on any new bond. 

Exactly how a new bond proposal would 
be put together has not been decided, 
Michalsky said.

“The stadium is the 
largest classroom 
in Katy ISD.”

—Shani Matheson, spokeswoman for  
One Katy PAC

Source: Katy ISD

The stadium is the largest classroom in Katy ISD.
- Shani Matheson, spokesperson for One Katy PAC 
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Churchill Farms is located along FM 1463 in 
Fulshear. The newly constructed community 
will ultimately include 570 homes on 191 
acres in three separate villages with homes 
spanning 1,800 to 5,000 square feet. The 
community features cul-de-sacs on most 
streets, a 10-acre reflection pond in its center 
and has easy access to Katy Freeway and 
Westpark Tollway. Homes are zoned to Katy 
ISD. 
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Market Data
On the market  (October 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 43/59 5/24 11/36 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 72/53 9/45 16/30 –

$200,000–$299,999 – 29/48 32/62 33/52 69/57

$300,000–$399,999 6/38 3/77 33/57 18/65 163/56

$400,000–$499,999 4/50 – 14/32 13/99 97/78

$500,000–$599,999 2/73 – 10/59 4/48 81/100

$600,000–$799,999 2/110 1/93 6/36 5/89 61/98

$800,000–$999,999 1/157 1/157 – 1/145 14/93

$1 million + 3/163 – 5/94 4/90 15/106

REAL ESTATE

Churchill Farms, 77441

3922 Randle Ridge Court $469,000

5–6 Bedroom / 5 Bath  5,033 sq. ft.
Agent: Cherin Cox
John Daugherty, Realtors  832-607-3430

27503 Frazier Rock Court $320,000

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,500 sq. ft.
Agent: Jennifer Hamp
Realty One Group-Lone Star 832-361-9384

3907 Banks Landing Court $375,000

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,348 sq. ft.
Agent: Jimmy Franklin
RE/MAX Grand  281-347-2200

3518 Grayson Gardens Court $439,900

4–5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,742 sq. ft.
Agent: David Flory
RE/MAX Professional Group  281-477-0345

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 10/17/14

Build-out year: Still in progress

Builders include: Beezer, Taylor Morrison 

Square footage: 1,884–4,952

Home values: $230,528–$565,372

HOA dues (estimated): $630 annually 

Amenities: Jogging & bike trails, 10 acre lake, 
resort style recreation center, parks, playground

Schools: Wolman Elementary, Davidson 
Elementary, WoodCreek Junior High, Tompkins 
High School 

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Fort Bend County General Fund  0.48476 
Fort Bend County Drainage  0.01500 
Fort Bend County ESD 4  0.07964 
Fort Bend County MUD 156  1.50000

Total (per $100 value) $3.60600

24

Homes on 
the market*

$12,111

Median annual 
property taxes

$335,859

Median 
home value

85

Average days 
on the market*

25

Homes under 
contract*

$108.30

Median price 
per square foot

Market data provided by
Jamie McMartin, CNAS

Coldwell Banker United
281-961-5151

www.coldwellbanker.com

Why?
Now is a great time to list. 
Market inventory is historically low and 
interest rates even lower. We are defi-
nitely in a seller’s market - meaning 
the inventory of homes is less than the 
demand.  While this is true for Houston 
as a whole it is even more a reality for  

 

areas like Katy and elsewhere. In-
terest rates are also driving buyers.  
Buyers understand the benefits of 
purchasing while rates remain low 
and ultimately are acting quicker and 
buying faster.  It is not unusual for 
multiple offers to be received.

Is This The Right Time to List My Home for Sale?

Katy Office
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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from $300s-Millions . crosscreektexas.com
     facebook.com/crosscreektexas . 281.344.9882 

2013 GHBA
Developer of the Year

2014 GHBA
Master-Planned Community of the Year

HigHland . lennar . newmark . Perry Homes . sitterle . trendmaker . Village Builders

Luxury Builders: aVanti . darling . Huntington . Partners in Building

20
MODEL HOMES

CROSS CREEK RANCH

If you have ever
decorated for the 

holidays or if you are
wanting a new home

for the holidays,
this is the place to be.  

Tour 20 professionally
decorated model homes.
Each home will surprise you! 

Forget Pinterest and
Martha Stewart! 
Bring your cameras 

and let your
imagination flow!professionally decorated 

for the holidays by...

 Featuring
Oct 4-26

... The Designers Niche, Italian Maid Café, Enchanted Gardens,
Regina Gust Designs, The Sweet Tooth, CRU Home,

Gaby’s, Brookwood and Texana!
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