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MUDs enhance landscape, attract development to area

Katy area receives a facelift through  
new community improvement projects

School officials plan, budget for continued rise in enrollment
Katy ISD named fast-growth district

By Kelli Ainsworth
Katy ISD is one of 85 Texas 

school districts designated as 
a fast-growth district by the 
Fast Growth School Coalition 
in Austin. Demographic firm 
Population and Survey Analysts 
projects that KISD’s enrollment 
will grow by more than 2,000 
students a year over the next two 
decades. KISD will be faced with 
ensuring that the facilities, staff 
and services are in place to serve 
these students.
 FGSC Executive Director 
Michelle Smith said 80 percent 
of the 80,000 new students mov-
ing to Texas each year end up 
in fewer than 10 percent of the 
state’s districts. These are the des-
tination districts, she said.

“People move to fast-growth 
districts because a lot of times 
those are really high-performing 
schools,” Smith said. “They’re 
places people want to be when 
they move to Texas. They have 
libraries and parks and things 
people want as far as their every-
day lives are concerned.”  

However, KISD Superintendent 
Alton Frailey said because educa-
tion funding in Texas is limited at 
the state level, the district must 

strategically plan for growth in 
its student population and deter-
mine how to pay for new facilities, 
teachers and supplies while keep-
ing the budget balanced without 
raising taxes. 

Districts that are designated 
as fast-growth by FGSC can join 
the coalition, a grassroots orga-
nization that works to dissemi-
nate information on and obtain 
increased state funding and sup-
port for fast-growing districts. 
KISD has opted to join FGSC.

“The main thing folks should 
understand is that the state of 
Texas is a low tax state because 
[the Legislature does not] spend 
money. The costs are passed on 
to the local school districts,” 
Frailey said.

Building new schools
One-third of KISD’s campuses 

have opened in the past decade 
due to the influx of new residents 
to the Katy area.

The district, however, has been 
anticipating this growth, Frailey 
said. KISD works with demogra-
phers to regularly revise a rolling 
10-year master plan for facili-
ties construction. The plan helps 
the district determine when and 

By Liza Winkler
In and around Katy, new multimillion dol-

lar improvement projects have been com-
pleted, are underway or will soon break 
ground in several municipal utility districts. 
These projects are designed to enhance the 
environment, create a better quality of life for 
residents and attract new development to the 
growing area.

Outside Katy city limits, many of the 86 
MUDs in the area are carrying out water, 
sewer, transportation and environmental 

improvement projects, including Rick Rice 
Park in the Interstate MUD, a new park and 
green space in the Willow Fork Drainage 
District as well as utility and beautification 
efforts in the Cimarron MUD. 

“[MUDs] are basically a small city, and 
they can do all the functions of a small city 
if they choose—water, sewage, parks, police 
and fire,” said Rick Lawler, president of 
the Katy Area Districts Council. “A lot of 
[MUDs] get into parks because it improves 

where schools will be needed. 
“We work with demographers 

to look at growth trends in the 
district,” Frailey said. “We try 
to purchase land in advance in 
those areas so we can already 
have that in place. The sooner we 
can buy the land, the cheaper we 
can get it for.”

Identifying the need for a new 
campus is only one factor in the 
ultimate decision to proceed 
with constructing a school. 

The funds to build a school and 
the funds to staff it come from 
separate funds. While it may 
make fiscal sense for the district 
to build a campus, the district 
may not be in a financial position 
to actually get the school up and 
running, Frailey said.

“There are districts that have 
the funds to build a school but 
don’t have the funds to operate it,” 
he said. “There are schools that 
have been built, but [these dis-
tricts] can’t afford to staff them.”

Once builders break ground 
on a school, it takes 14 months 
on average to construct an ele-
mentary school, 18 months to 
construct a junior high school 
and 28 months to construct a 
high school, Frailey said. See Katy ISD | 36

See MUDs | 38

2014–15  
BUDGET IN BRIEF

The Katy ISD Board  
approved a balanced budget for 

the 2014–15 school year. 

The district is increasing its payroll 
expenditures by more than  

$50 million over the  
2013–14 budget. 

Katy ISD has budgeted to receive 
more than $325 million from 
property taxes and other local 

revenue sources. 

This represents a 24% increase 
over last year’s budget.

LARGEST BUDGET ALLOCATIONS

Instruction

Debt service

Plant maintenance 
& operations

School leadership

Food services

 50.7%

16%

7.4%

4.6%

4%
Source: Katy ISD

Interim solutions
Because the process of build-

ing new schools does not always 
keep pace with district’s popula-
tion growth, the district has other 
measures in place to respond to 
its growth.

“You can build a neighborhood 

Beyond the city limits

86  
MUDs in Katy

The year the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council was founded

The year the KADC began

2003 
2011

10
special purpose 
districts are official 

Katy Area Districts 
Council members

*2 pending approval

$29 million bond* for the Willow Fork 
Drainage District 

*passed by voters in November 2011

Sources: Katy Area Economic Development Council, Katy Area Districts Council 
and Willow Fork Drainage District

17 EDUCATION FOCUS

Municipal utility districts in the Katy area are working 
with local councils to develop plans for new projects.
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Bluejack National is a modern interpretation of a classic private club and community. Designed for modern 

families and discerning professionals, Bluejack National provides elegant, casual living in a world-class setting.

To learn more about membership or real estate opportunities, 
V I S I T  B L U E J A C K N A T I O N A L . C O M O R  C A L L  8 6 6 . 8 1 0 . 5 8 8 5

4 4 3 0  S .  F M 1 4 8 6   |   M O N T G O M E R Y,  T X  7 7 3 1 6

I’ve never seen land with this kind of
movement in Texas. We have a rare 
opportunity at Bluejack National to 
create a private club and community 
experience unlike any other. – TIGER WOODS”

“

All amenities are proposed and are subject to change. No portion of Bluejack is currently being offered for sale or lease. These materials are provided for information purposes only and
are not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy or lease real estate at Bluejack. Developer is only accepting non-binding reservations at this time. No sale or lease
of real estate may occur at this time.

IN T ROD UC ING :

BJ Tiger 10x12.25 NEWS_.  8/19/14  9:48 AM  Page 1
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The Solana at Cinco Ranch
IS CELEBRATING

Join the Solana at Cinco Ranch as we celebrate our 5th anniversary of opening our 
doors as Katy community members! Gentleman, don your top hats and tails! Ladies, 
drape your pearls as we party Old Hollywood style! Live band, dancing, delicious 
refreshments, photos and a silent auction benefitting The Parkinson’s Foundation.

October 23, 
2014
6:00 pm

Rsvp 281-395-9600
or cmadigan@thesolana.com

OUR 5TH 
ANNIVERSARY

The Solana at Cinco Ranch 
24001 Cinco Village Center Boulevard, Katy, Texas 77494  •  (281) 395-9600

www.TheSolana.com
License #136385

Harris County

FAIR
37th Annual

Saturday, Oct. 11 • 8PM 
UPRA Bull Ride with Mutton Bustin’ • Followed by Dance With Lonely Road Band 

Wednesday, Oct. 15 • 8AM-5PM
Livestock Show

Saturday, Oct. 18 • 1PM
Livestock Auction & Silent Auction

WE NEED BUYERS! EVERYONE COME & HELP! 

www.hcfair.com

Houston Farm & Ranch Scholarship Program

281-463-6650
Fairgrounds located at Patterson and Hwy. 6

Clay Rd.
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Abercrombie St.

#BridgelandBalance

Master  
Planned  

CoMMunity  
of the year

NOW SELLING IN HIDDEN CREEK!
Surrounded by lakes, waterways and green space, Hidden Creek will feature a 20-acre Village Park and 1,000 homesites. 

Visit the Welcome Center today to discover Hidden Creek.

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $250s to over $1 million

281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270
www.bridgeland.com

®

F I N D  B A L A N C E

Bridgeland, it’s like a whole other world.

Resort-style swimming complex with sky slides,  
splash fountains, spray park and lap pool

New community of Hidden Creek NOW OPEN

Miles of nature and exercise trails through the 
natural wilderness of Cypress Creek

Life Well  Played.
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This month marks our 
two-year anniversary in 
the Katy area. The dis-
tribution of Community 
Impact Newspaper in 
Katy has grown by more 
than 5,000 over the last 
nine months.  We are 
now direct mailing more 
than 89,600 newspapers 
to every home, apart-
ment and business each 
and every month.  

We believe that everyone deserves to know what 
is happening in their backyard and that the printed 
publication is something that our readers look forward 
to each month. It is gratifying to hear the genuine com-
ments from those residents in the community that read 
the paper cover to cover.   

Seeing communities continue to grow in the south 
Katy area and the growth potential in the north Katy 
area is an indication that there are businesses and 

families moving to the area to take advantage of the 
economic opportunities and the first-class public school 
system. As a Katy ISD graduate, I can attest to the 
significant impact my education has had on my career 
and the decisions that have lead me to where I am today.  
Our September issue focuses on public education and 
Katy ISD. Page 18 includes feeder charts of all the KISD 
schools and our cover story provides a wrap-up on the 
newly adopted budget by the district.  

You can be confident that we will remain committed 
to providing the most accurate in-depth news coverage 
in the Katy area. Thank you to our readers and adver-
tising partners for their continued support. We look 
forward to continuing our mission of building com-
munities of informed citizens and thriving businesses 
through the collaboration of a passionate team.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Kelly Hammons
GENERAL MANAGER

khammons@impactnews.com

ONLINEER & Urgent Care CHECK-IN

CyFairERandUrgentCare.com

SAVE TIME

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What is the most important service 
your municipal utility district, or MUD, 
provides to your neighborhood?

  Improving parks

  Providing water and sewer services and building water  
 treatment plants

  Beautification of thoroughfares and roadways

  I’m not familiar with what my MUD provides.

  I don’t think the MUD services are worth the taxes I pay. 

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

In our August issue, we reported on Katy ISD’s decision to 
call a $748 million bond for the Nov. 4 election. We asked 
readers what they want the district to communicate about 
the upcoming bond. Look for a follow-up story with answers 
to these questions in our October issue. 

Outside Katy city limits, municipal utility districts are carrying 
out water, sewer, transportation and environmental improve-
ment projects to enhance the landscape, create a better 
quality of life for residents and attract new development.

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PUBLISHER - HOUSTON METRO

Jason Culpepper
GENERAL MANAGER

Kelly Hammons, khammons@impactnews.com

Editorial
FOUNDING EDITOR  Cathy Kincaid 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti
MANAGING EDITOR  Emily Roberts

REPORTER  Kelli Ainsworth
COPY EDITOR  Richard Guerrero 

STAFF WRITERS  Shawn Arrajj, Marie Leonard,  
David Pollan, Liza Winkler
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EDITORIAL INTERNS  Kayley Ryan, Fares Sabawi

Advertising
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GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Mary-Ann Zykin

STAFF DESIGNER  Dionna Moore
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Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER Claire Love
CIRCULATION SPECIALIST  Cody Leitholt

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. 
The company’s mission is to build communities of 
informed citizens and thriving businesses through 

the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 17 
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth 

metro areas, the paper is distributed to more than  
1.25 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
8400 N. Sam Houston Parkway W., Ste. 220

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-469-6181
www.impactnews.com

PRESS RELEASES  ktynews@impactnews.com
ADVERTISING  ktyads@impactnews.com

COMMENTS  ktyfeedback@impactnews.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  impactnews.com/subscriptions

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
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As a Katy voter, what is most 
important to you that Katy ISD 
communicate about the upcoming 
bond election?
What the consequences would be if the bond does not pass 

  42% 
How the bond money will help academic instruction 

  20% 
The effect the bond will have on my property taxes

  16%
The amount of existing debt the district already has

  12%
Other

  10%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 8/28/14–9/17/14
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and coffee. 281-394-7977.  
www.kolachefactory.com

5  The Legacy at Falcon Point, an 82-bed 
assisted living and memory-care facility 
located at 1520 Katy Gap Road, Katy, is 
now accepting reservations. All suites 
include a private bathroom, kitchenette 
and keyless entry. Community features 
include a salon, movie theater, workout 
room, physical and occupational therapy, 
game room and family dining room. The 
facility is technology-focused, providing 
TVs with cameras and tablets with 
senior-friendly software and programs to 
residents. 281-394-0628.  
www.legacyatfalconpoint.com

6  Rockology Music Academy opened 
in June at 551 S. Katy Fort Bend Road, Ste. 
500, Katy. Students participate in music 
lessons for a variety of instruments across 
a number of musical genres. The academy 
offers private lessons and songwriting 
assistance as well as group lessons and the 
opportunity to perform around the Katy 
area. 832-777-7057.  
www.rockologymusicacademy.com
 
7  Round Top Collection Gallery 

opened July 4 next to Eddie Bauer in 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. The gallery sells 
high-end, hand-painted metal decor 
for both indoor and outdoor use. The 
store sells seasonal items in addition 
to products that can be displayed year-
round. 281-394-7385. www.facebook.com/
theroundtopcollectiongallery

8  X-clusive Hair and Cuts Barber Salon 
is now open at 176 Applewhite Drive, Katy. 
Modeled after old-fashioned barbershops 
that doubled as neighborhood gathering 
places, the salon offers haircuts and styling 
for both men and women as well as old-
fashioned hot lather shaves. 281-467-5917. 
www.facebook.com/pages/X-Clusive-Hair-
Cuts-Barber-Salon/275759042629243

Coming Soon

9  The Mason Road Chick-fil-A in Katy 

Now Open

1  Cutting Edge Pediatric Therapy 
opened Sept. 22 at 21703 Kingsland Blvd., 
Ste. 100, Katy. Cutting Edge therapists treat 
a variety of speech, language and motor 
development issues in children as well 
as attention deficit and attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorders. 281-769-1015.  
www.cuttingedgepediatrictherapy.com

2  Accessory retailer Fossil opened in 
August at Katy Mills Mall, 5000 Katy Mills 
Circle, Katy. The store—located across 
from Polo Ralph Lauren Factory Store—
carries purses, bags, watches, jewelry and 
footwear. 281-371-6840. www.fossil.com

3  Kate Spade New York Outlet opened 
Aug. 27 at Katy Mills Mall, 5000 Katy 
Mills Circle, Katy. Located across from 

Rainforest Cafe, the store carries designer 
handbags, jewelry, clothing and shoes. 
Inventory includes outlet and specialty 
products. 281-644-1451.   
www.katespade.com

4  Kolache Factory opened its newest 
Katy-area location at 10705 Spring Green 
Blvd., Ste. 900, Katy. Fruit-filled and savory 
kolaches are available as well as croissants 

IMPACTS
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2205 Mason Rd. Katy, TX  |  281-492-7117 • Call today or schedule an appointment online at MyAutoCheck.com

Mon-Fri 7:00am to 6:00pm,  Sat 8:00am to 4:00pm,  Closed Sunday

Foreign, 
Domestic 

and Lt. Diesel 
Trucks

Family Owned and Operated

Most Extended
Warranties
Accepted

Foreign, 
Domestic 

and Lt. Diesel 
Trucks

Most Extended
Warranties
Accepted

• 2 Year or 24,000 Mile Warranty
• 24 Hour Roadside Assistance/Towing
• No Repairs Started Without Prior Approval
• Complimentary Shuttle Service
• ASE Certifi ed Technicians
• Professional Quality Work For A Fair Price
• Commitment To Customer Satisfaction

• Alignments
• Air Conditioning & Heating
• Batteries
• Brakes
• Cooling Systems
• Drivability/ Tune-up
• Electrical

• Engine Diagnostics
• Lubrication
• Radiator Repair & Sales
• Scheduled Maintenance
• Suspension & Steering
• Tires & Wheels

Repair or Maintenance Service

$$$101010 OFFOFFOFF
$100 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other offer.  
Limited Time Only. Expires 10/31/14.

$$$505050OFFOFFOFF
$500 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other 
offer.  Limited Time Only. 10/31/14.

$$$252525 OFFOFFOFF
$250 or more. 

First Visit. Not valid with any other offer.  
Limited Time Only. Expires 10/31/14.

Repair or Maintenance Service Repair or Maintenance Service

$$$333 OFFOFFOFF
 The 5th oil change is FREE. 

 Not valid with any other offer. 

Each Oil Change Service

7
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2 3
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that was torn down in May for renovations 
is scheduled to reopen Oct. 2 at 6 a.m. 
Located at 369 S. Mason Road, the new 
location will feature 40 percent more 
seating with a total of 136 seats, as well 
as two drive-thru lanes and a separate 
transaction window to expedite drive-
thru traffic. A revamped playground area 
will also be used to host family events, 
including Preschool Playhouse and weekly 
Family Nights. 281-579-9460. 
www.cfarestaurant.com/masonroad

10  Chilled Cryospa opens Oct. 1 
in the Villagio Town Center, 22758 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 240, Katy. The 
spa offers cold, dry therapies designed 
to reduce inflammation, provide pain 
relief and improve metabolism and 
athletic performance. Single sessions and 
membership plans are available.  
281-665-8667. www.chilledcryospa.com

11  Four Points by Sheraton will break 
ground on a new hotel on Kingsland 
Boulevard near Katy Mills Mall in 
November. The 130-room hotel will feature 
a restaurant, bar and banquet hall.  
www.starwoodhotels.com/fourpoints

12  Urban Companies and Insite Realty 
are constructing Grandway West at 1904 
W. Grand Parkway N., Katy. The first 
building of the five-building office complex 
is expected to be complete in early 2015.  
www.urbancompanies.com

13  The Handlebar Cyclery opens in early 
October at 26440 FM 1463, Richmond. 
The shop will sell bicycles, apparel and 
accessories for men, women and children. 
A full-service repair shop with a coffee bar 
will also be on-site.  
www.handlebarcyclery.com

14  Houston Methodist Cinco Ranch 
Emergency Care Center opens in Spring 
2015 at 26000 FM 1093, Katy. The center 
will provide 24/7 emergency care to 
the Katy area. There will be 10 private 
treatment rooms on-site.  
www.houstonmethodist.org/west

15  Louetta Automotive, a Houston-area 
auto repair and maintenance shop will 
open its first Katy location on FM 1463 
in October. Services include oil changes, 
tire and wheel services, brake repair and 
transmission repair.  
www.louettaautomotive.com

16  After the opening of the first location 
in 2013 in Spring, a second Robyn’s Nest 
Boutique location is coming to the Reserve 
at Cinco Ranch Shopping Center, 22167 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 140, Katy, by 
the end of October. The boutique offers 
refurbished furniture, home accessories, 
vintage jewelry, clothing and gift items.   
www.robynsnestboutique.net

17  Westpark Springs Hospital, a 72-bed 
behavioral hospital under construction at 
6902 S. Peek Road, Richmond, is expected 
to open in October. The hospital will offer 
inpatient and outpatient mental health 
treatment as well as addiction help. The 
hospital will feature specialized mental 
health and substance abuse programs for 
seniors and adolescents. 832-535-2770. 
www.westparksprings.com

Expansions

18  Katy Rock Shop, at 535 S. Pin Oak 
Road, Katy, will hold a grand opening for 
its expanded shop the weekend of Oct. 
10–12. The expansion adds 800 square 
feet to the store, which provides room for 
additional home decor. Also included in 
the expansion are several staging areas and 
sample rooms decorated with rocks and 
minerals. 832-437-4733.  
www.katyrockshop.com

Anniversaries

19  Local charity the Joe Joe Bear 
Foundation, headquartered at 1846 
Snake River Road, Katy, celebrates its fifth 
anniversary in September. The foundation 
provides teddy bears to children with 
life-threatening illnesses. Donors can give 
the foundation new teddy bears or donate 
funds to be used to purchase new teddy 
bears. 281-398-4522. www.joejoebear.com

20  The Katy Contemporary Arts 
Museum, at 805 Ave. B in downtown Katy, 
celebrated its anniversary in September 
with a party and the opening of a new 
exhibition showcasing the wildlife native 
to the Katy Prairie Conservancy. The 
museum hosts regular exhibitions and 
offers works of art for sale. 832-857-1340. 
www.katycam.com
 
21  Senior-living facility The Solana at 
Cinco Ranch, at 24001 Cinco Village 
Center Blvd., Katy, celebrates its fifth 
anniversary. The community offers 
independent, assisted and memory 
care senior apartments. To celebrate its 
anniversary, The Solana is holding an old 
Hollywood style party Oct. 23 that is open 
to the public. 281-644-0003.  
www.thesolana.com

Relocations

22  Cinco Ranch Behavioral Therapy 
relocated July 1 to 24646 Kingsland Blvd., 
Katy. The clinic provides outpatient 
therapy to children, adolescents and adults 
for a variety of conditions, including stress 
management, depression, anxiety and 
ADHD as well as couples therapy.  
281-665-7346.  
www.cincoranchbehavioralhealth.com

23  Dickey’s Barbecue Pit is relocating 
from Mason Road to 1315 W. Grand 
Parkway S., Katy in September. The 
restaurant offers slow-cooked, wood-fired 
meats and homestyle sides for dine-in and 
catering. 281-347-3097. www.dickeys.com

In the News

David Elgarico began serving as West 
Houston Medical Center’s new chief 
operating officer Sept. 2. Elgarico comes to 
West Houston Medical Center from The 
University of California-Irvine Medical 
Center, where he served as executive 
director of ancillary services. Prior to that, 
Elgarico was COO of Rio Grande Regional 
Hospital in McAllen.  

News or questions about Katy? 
E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth

The Katy Legacy Wall is a highlight of the Legacy 
at Falcon Point, a new assisted living facility. 

5

Jennifer Boyles is director of marketing for the 
recently opened Rockology Music Academy.

6

Round Top Collection Gallery opened July 4 and 
sells high-end, hand painted metal decor. 

7

Owners Leonard Marshall (left) and Otis Somerville 
opened X-clusive Hair and Cuts Barber Salon.

8
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2014 cla250 

Starting at 

$29,900*

new, redesigned 2015 c300 4matic

Starting at 

$40,400*

all-new 2015 gla250 

Starting at 

$33,300*

Luxurious. Prestigious. Exceptional.
Go ahead. You’ve earned it.

With over 600 vehicles on site, you can’t help but find the Mercedes-Benz of your dreams.

*Excludes all options, taxes, title registration, $925 transportation charge and dealer prep fee.

15625 Southwest Freeway at Highway 6
mbsugarland.com |    281.769.5991

631-666 CommImpactAd Katy 10x12.25 MECH.indd   1 9/17/14   9:33 AM
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6   Fulshear Parkway
Once complete, Fulshear Parkway will be a 
new four-lane thoroughfare that will run north 
to south from I-10 to just south of FM 1463 
in Katy. The project is still in the planning and 
development phase. Construction on the 
new roadway is expected to begin after the 
financial details have been finalized. 

Timeline: Completion is expected two and 
a half years after construction begins
Cost: $54 million
Funding sources: Public-private 
partnership will be jointly funded by a private 
developer, Waller and Fort Bend counties, 
and the cities of Katy and Fulshear

3   Cane Island Parkway Segment 2 
Fort Bend County will extend the new Cane 
Island Parkway in Katy from I-10 to FM 1463, 
which will complete the roadway. Cane 
Island Parkway will consist of two lanes in 
each direction, divided by a center median. 
The project is stalled by approximately 18 
months because of environmental barriers. 
The county is awaiting a special permit that 
will allow the county to construct the project 
around a wetlands area. 

Timeline: Once construction begins, it is 
expected to take approximately one year to 
complete. 
Cost: $6.8 million
Funding source: Fort Bend County
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2   Franz Road extension
Franz Road will be extended in Katy from 
where it ends at Avenue D to Bartlett Road. 
The extended road will consist of two 
12-foot-wide lanes in each direction divided 
by a median. Work will take place in two 
phases, with the first phase bringing Franz 
Road to Cane Island Parkway and the 
second phase extending the road to Bartlett 
Road. The city is in the process of obtaining 
the right of way.

Timeline: Once construction begins, the 
project will be complete in approximately 
eight months,
Cost: $3,370,150
Funding sources: City of Katy (via METRO 
funds), private landowners and developer
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Road extension

Project spotlight

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ktynews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth

5   FM 1463 widening
TxDOT, along with Fort Bend County and the 
city of Katy, will widen FM 1463 from two to 
four lanes between I-10 and Spring 
Green Boulevard. The project is still in the 
developmental phase. TxDOT recently hired 
an engineer to design the project.

Timeline: Construction on this project is 
expected to begin in 2018.
Cost: $8.5 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, Fort Bend 
County, city of Katy

1 2

7

Segments F1, F2 and G construction

7  Grand Parkway
Construction of the Grand Parkway requires 
several lane closures and traffic diversions on 
a number of roads near the project. For up-
to-date information on the project’s progress 
and construction information, which includes 
all lane closures, visit www.grandparkway99.
com. Three segments—F1, F2 and G—of the 
project are under simultaneous construction 
and will total 37 miles of Houston’s third outer 
loop. The segments stretch from Hwy. 290 to 
Hwy. 59 and feature major overpasses and 
interchanges at Hwy. 290, Hwy. 249 and I-45. 
The newest stretch of the toll road opened in 
late 2013, connecting Hwy. 290 with I-10 in 
Katy. When the three new segments open by 
late 2015, Katy residents will be able to use 
the roadway to travel to The Woodlands or 
New Caney.  

Timeline: The project is estimated to be 
completed in December 2015.
Projected cost: $1 billion
Funding source: TxDOT    

1  Cane Island Parkway Segment 1
The city of Katy’s portion of construction on Cane Island Parkway consists of two phases 
and will run from Hwy. 90 into the Cane Island master-planned community. Phase 1 is 
nearly complete, while Phase 2 is under construction. 

Timeline: The city estimates construction on Cane Island up to I-10 will be complete in 
the next 30 days. The Texas Department of Transportation’s work on the I-10 overpass 
should conclude in June 2015. 
Cost:  $2 million 
Funding source: City of Katy, private developers

4   Spring Green Boulevard
Spring Green Boulevard will be extended. 
The extension will consist of a four-lane 
road with a roundabout at the intersection 
of Katy Flewellen Road and Crossover 
Drive. The project is in the design phase, 
which is expected to conclude in three to 
six months. 

Timeline: Construction will begin once 
design work is completed and is expected 
to conclude in late 2015 to early 2016.
Cost: $11.9 million
Funding sources: Fort Bend County, 
private developer
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Bond for fire services to go before 
city of Katy voters in November
By Kelli Ainsworth 

The city of Katy will hold its first bond 
referendum in six years on Nov. 4. Voters 
will be asked to approve a bond totaling 
more than $4 million to expand the city’s 
fire services. 

If the bond wins approval, $3.4 million 
will go toward building a new fire station 
on Kingsland Boulevard, and $750,00 will 
be earmarked for providing that station 
with equipment and a truck, Katy’s City 
Administrator Byron Hebert said.

Katy’s existing fire station is located on 
Avenue D, north of I-10. However, the city 
has long been in need of a fire station to 
the south, Hebert said. 

“We really need to have a fire station 
close to the commercial [properties] south 
of the freeway,” Hebert said. “We need to 
get a station there to make sure we can 
take care of the new hotels that are com-
ing in, the current hotels that are there, 
the restaurants, the H-E-B and the [Katy 
Mills Mall].”

The bond is not expected to lead to a 
tax increase, Hebert said. The city is in 
the second year of its initiative to lower 
taxes by two cents per year over a five-
year period.

“We’re going to continue that for the 
next few years. We don’t foresee a prob-
lem with taxes,” Hebert said.

Rufus Summers, interim fire chief with 
the Katy Fire Department, said the second 
fire station will help the department deal 
with population growth and the increased 
number of calls that has come with it. 
The station could include additions that 
enhance the department’s training capa-
bilities, he said.

The fire department successfully main-
tained its ISO rating of 2 after the 2013 
audit at the end of last year, but a lack 
of personnel to man the station’s trucks 
is a potential threat for a downgrade in 
future audits. The new station is tied to a 
reorganization of the department from a 
part-time force to a full-time force supple-
mented by volunteers, city officials said.

“In the long range, we don’t want to 
build our department around an ISO 
score but to provide adequate fire protec-
tion and EMS services to all of our resi-
dents,” Councilman Chuck Brawner said.

This is the first time the city of Katy has 
called a bond since 2008. Previous bonds 
have been used to build the city’s court-
house and public library. 

CITY

On Nov. 4, Katy voters will determine 
whether the city’s first bond in six years 
will pass. The bond would pay for the 
city’s second fire station, on Kingsland 
Boulevard, and equipment for the new 
station.  The city’s only fire station is 
located on Avenue D. The bond is not 
expected to lead to a tax increase.

New  proposed Katy fire station 

Total bond amount
$4.15 million

Funds for new fire station
$3.4 million

Funds for new equipment & trucks

$750,000

First bond election in  
6 years

South of the 
interstate
The new station would help serve 
the city’s businesses and hotels 
located south of I-10 .

Avenue D

Pi n O
ak Rd.

Kingsland Blvd.

Katy Fort Bend Rd.

1463

90

10

Original fire station

New fire station

Katy Mills  
Mall

Katy High 
School

H-E-B

Source: City of Katy, Katy Fire Department

The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select products on 
new credit applications submitted July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 with a qualifying 
Wells Fargo consumer or business relationship. Additional restrictions, limitations and 
exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details. This promotion 
may be modi� ed or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. 
Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. All 
applications are subject to approval. Auto loans for vehicle purchase originated at dealerships 
do not qualify for relationship discount.

Deposit products o� ered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. Printed materials 
expire September 30, 2014. (1208230_12963)

For more information, stop by Wells Fargo, 
call 1-866-578-5671, or visit wellsfargo.com/greatrateai

For a limited time, get a special interest rate discount 
from 0.25% to 1.00% on select new loans or lines of credit

Your life is fi lled with great events. This summer, Wells Fargo is 
helping make those events even better. We’re rewarding qualifi ed 
customers with a special interest rate discount on select new loans 
and lines of credit. You could use it to tackle major home renovations, 
consolidate your debt, pay for college expenses, or even grow your 
business. Hurry in and make your life more fulfi lling.

OUR GREAT EVENT:
LIVING THE LIFE WE WANT

Auto Loans | Home Equity Loans & Lines of Credit 
Personal Loans & Lines of Credit | Private Student Loans 

Small Business Loans & Lines of Credit

1208230_12963

 4.9167x12.25

 4c

Eligible customers receive 
interest rate discounts from 
0.25% to 1.00% on select new 
loans and lines of credit

Interest rate discount 
will be applied 
automatically

Promotion ends 
September 30, 2014

PROMOTION DETAILS

1208230_12963 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 8/21/14   4:47 PM
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By Kelli Ainsworth
The growing demand for additional 

hotels in the city of Katy has resulted in a 
boom of new hotel construction around 
Katy Mills mall.

Kayce Reina, Katy’s Marketing and 
Tourism specialist, said managers of the 
city’s hotels have told her that they are 
constantly at capacity, which has spurred 
the need for more hotel options. 

A Country Inn and Suites, Four Points 
Sheraton, Homewood Suites and Court-
yard Marriott will bring hundreds of 
additional hotel rooms to the city. The 
Country Inn and Suites, Homewood 
Suites and Courtyard Marriott have all 
broken ground and are under construc-
tion. Four Points Sheraton will hold its 
ground breaking Nov. 1. 

“There is a need for more room to be 
available in our city limits, and those new 
hotels will provide us with that,” Reina said.

More hotels around Katy Mills will 
help the city of Katy accommodate 
out-of-town visitors for its major events. 
The Southland Conference has held its 
annual tournament since 2008 in the city 
at the Merrell Center. In addition to the 
teams traveling for the tournament, hotel 
accommodations are needed for out-of-
town spectators.  Reina said in previous 

Hotels under construction to accommodate business, recreational travel
TOURISM
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A Courtyard Marriott is under construction near 
Katy Mills and is one of four new hotels coming to 
the Katy area.

years there was not always enough hotel 
rooms near the Merrell Center to accom-
modate all those who came to Katy for 
the conference.

The push to turn the Katy area into a 
destination has, in part, contributed to 
the greater demand for hotels, said Ann 
Hodge, president of the Katy Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

“We are becoming more and more of 
a destination, that’s why the chamber 
adopted the theme destination Katy,” 
Hodge said. “We feel like the more people 
become familiar with the opportunity 
to come visit Katy and spend a couple of 
days, the more there is that push toward 
tourism in the Greater Katy area.“

In addition, she said the hotels’ loca-
tion inside the city of Katy will contribute 
to the city’s hotel occupancy tax dollars, 
which will allow it to increase efforts to 
drive tourism in Katy.

Katy’s locally headquartered companies 
and proximity to the Energy Corridor 
also bring business travelers to the area, 
Hodge said.   

“As we’ve seen the commercial develop-
ment really take off, that certainly has an 
impact on the hotels and lodging indus-
try,” she said.

PetroSkills, an oil and gas education 

and training company, has a conference 
center located in the Katy Mills area. 
Oil and gas professionals from all over 
the world come to the conference cen-
ter for training sessions that last one or 
two weeks. Donna England, PetroSkills 
conference director, said that on average, 
40 to 60 percent of the people attending 
training sessions are from outside the 
Houston area.  

Some of these business travelers book 
their trips so they arrive the weekend 
before the conference or leave the week-
end after and take advantage of nearby 

recreation and shopping, England said.
When Petroskills first opened its con-

ference center in Katy six years ago, there 
were only two hotels nearby, England 
said. Even now, with a few more hotels 
operating, conference attendees are not 
always able to stay nearby.

“We desperately need them,” England 
said. “Even now we experience sellouts; 
sometimes people have to go all the way 
to Hwy. 6 or even to Sealy. We’re really 
looking forward to having the increase in 
rooms and the variety.”

Locations of new hotels

Kingsla
nd B

lvd
.

K
aty M

ills C
ir.

  K
at

y 
Mills Pkwy.

Katy Mills Blvd.

Country Inn & Suites

Marriot

Homewood Suites

Four Points Sheraton

Katy Mills Mall



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com12  NEWS

Open House
Monday, October 13, 2014

4:00pm–7:00pm 

westparksprings.com | 832.535.2770
6902 South Peek Road, Richmond, TX 77407 

Westpark Tollway

S. Fry Rd.

                S.  Peek Rd.

10

99 6

Bellaire Blvd.

Westpark Springs is a new 72 bed psychiatric 
and chemical dependency hospital located 
in Richmond, Texas. Westpark Springs will 

offer inpatient treatment, partial hospitalization, 
intensive outpatient programs, family programs, 

and alumni support groups for adult and adolescents. 

Our mission is to change people’s lives by delivering innovative and evidence-based treatment in a 
professional, compassionate environment that creates a foundation for long-term healing and recovery.
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By Kelli Ainsworth
Cinco Ranch cell phone reception 

is getting a boost as Crown Castle, an 
independent owner and operator of wire-
less infrastructure, has begun to install a 
series of fiber optic antennas as a part of a 
distributed antenna system.

Last year, Crown Castle entered into 
an agreement with Verizon Wireless 
to install the fiber optic antennas as a 
method of improv-
ing cellular service 
and coverage without 
building a tower.

Verizon spokes-
woman Gretchen 
LeJeune Whitaker 
said towers and 
distributed antenna 
systems provide the 
same level of service. 
The company uses a variety of infrastruc-
ture to deliver wireless service to an area, 
she said, choosing the infrastructure that 
best fits a particular situation and loca-
tion’s needs.

“It’s the same service, the same perfor-
mance,” she said. “There are many meth-
ods we use to get coverage. We use small 
cells; we use DAS systems; we use towers. 
It depends on the situation.”

Cinco Ranch deed restrictions limit the 
ability of cellular providers and telecom-
munications companies to build towers. 
The antennas have lower power output but 
are placed in such a way that they are not 
very noticeable. Because they are smaller, 
they can be fixed to utility poles and street 
lights and disguised as street signs, cacti 
or boulders. 

The antennas will deliver XLTE, or 
enhanced LTE 
data to Verizon 
customers, 
Whitaker said.

“It’s going 
to allow us to 
increase both 
the coverage 
and capacity 
for our custom-
ers in the area, 

so it’s a win-win,” she said.
Because the distributed antenna system 

is owned by Crown Castle, other carriers 
in addition to Verizon could enter into 
contracts to take advantage of the system 
as well, Whitaker said.

Cellphone companies each have their 
own types of towers and antennas, said 
David Prejean, chief operating offi-
cer of Crafton Communications, who 

coordinated a homeowners meeting with 
Heritage Grand in November to discuss 
options for cell coverage in the area.

The preference is actually not to build a 
tower at all but to find an existing struc-
ture that the company can affix antennae 
to, Prejean said.

Heritage Grand Homeowner’s Asso-
ciation board members are preparing 
to make a decision on whether to  allow 
AT&T is build a cell phone tower dis-
guised as a pine tree in the neighborhood 
to increase cell coverage for AT&T cus-
tomers. An informal poll in July showed 
that 78 percent of residents were in favor 
of Heritage Grand continuing its negotia-
tions with AT&T. 

The next likely step would be for the 
board to work with an attorney to draft 
documents to change existing deed 
restrictions that prohibit commercial use 
of the land designated for the cell tower. 
Then, residents would receive a formal 
notification of these changes via certified 
mail, and two-thirds of them would have 
to vote in favor of the changes.

There are still many obstacles sur-
rounding the cell tower as residents who 
strongly oppose the tower have said they 
will continue to fight against it.

Fiber optic antennas to boost Cinco Ranch cellular service
TECHNOLOGY
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Locations of new cell antennas

“It’s going to allow us 
to increase both the 
coverage and capacity 
for our customers in the 
area, so it’s a win-win.”

- Gretchen Whitaker, Verizon spokeswoman

Crown Castle recently installed fiber optic antennas 
in Cinco Ranch to boost Verizon Wireless reception.

Join us for a race through this beautiful master-planned community. 
Free t-shirt and goodie bag for all participants plus a finisher medal.

Cash prizes for winners in all age groups. Free food, 
bounce house, face painting, & pumpkin patch for the kids.

Hosted by CBS Radio, meet Sports Radio 610 announcer Seth Payne.

CypressCreekLakes.com

To Register visit CypressCreekLakesHOA.com/zombie-stomp
Proceeds from this event benefit Cy-Hope

30
 YEARS

S e r v i n g  t h e
K a t y  C o m m u n i t y

333 Cypress Run, Suite 350
Houston, Texas  77094
Phone:  281-497-1040

Toll Free:  866-497-1040
www.TurnerDuran.com
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

Katy ISD providing alternative 
transportation to homeless students
By Kelli Ainsworth

Katy ISD has contracted American 
Logistics Company to provide school 
transportation to the district’s home-
less students. Until this year, KISD 
used district buses to transport its 
homeless students.

“Last year at one point 12 buses and 
12 drivers were used to transport around 
109 homeless students,” KISD Chief 
Operations Officer Thomas Gunnel said.

In 1987, President Ronald Reagan 
signed the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act, which includes provi-
sions to ensure the continued educa-
tion of students whose families become 
homeless. The act allocates federal 
funds to states to support programs 
that provide homeless students with 
access to public education. Under 
McKinney-Vento, districts are required 
to provide transportation to and from 
the school they last attended before 
becoming homeless.

KISD runs about 500 buses. However, 
Gunnell said the district has struggled to 
hire enough new bus drivers to keep pace 

with the increasing student enrollment.
“Although the district has continued 

to add students at the rate of about 3,000 
a year, our ability to attract and retain 
drivers has not been able to keep up 
with the growth,” he said.

Other Houston-area districts are 
using ALC to transport students cov-
ered by the McKinney-Vento Act. After 
talking with representatives from other 
districts, KISD met with ALC.

 “Facing the option [of] either reduc-
ing service levels to students now 
eligible for transportation or find other 
alternatives to using Katy ISD bus driv-
ers for all transportation, the district 
investigated the possibility of strategic 
outsourcing,” Gunnell said.

ALC is a national transportation 
management company that works 
with school districts, transit agencies 
and health care facilities. ALC utilizes 
vehicles ranging from mini-vans to 
buses. Drivers are subject to criminal 
background checks and random drug 
testing, according to ALC’s website. 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 8/12/14–9/11/14

1  Fiber optic antennas to boost Cinco 
Ranch cellular service

2  Newquest breaks ground on new Kroger 
in Katy

3  Trader Joe’s bags Cinco Ranch location

4  Cane Island community, parkway in early 
state of construction

5  Market to bring fresh, local food to Katy

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to Fiber optic antennas to boost 
Cinco Ranch cellular service (Posted Sept. 
9, 2014) 

“The new DAS system Crown Castle is 
erecting along Cinco Ranch Boulevard 
(by design) has a very limited range 

and therefore won’t address the coverage 
problem until the technology is extended and 
built-out within the neighborhoods as well. 
The new infrastructure along [Cinco Ranch 
Boulevard] provides only a narrow corridor 
of coverage along the immediate roadway. 
While beneficial to motorists traveling that 
major artery, it still doesn’t solve the problem 
of our phones not working inside our homes. I 
personally do not care whether it’s a full-blown 
cell tower or a cluster of little micro-cells. I just 
want our phones to work in Cinco Ranch.” 

—Heritage Grand resident

In response to Katy ISD places $748 million 
bond on ballot (Posted Aug. 26, 2014)

“Why is the Board so committed to 
locating the new stadium next to the 
old stadium? This will cause major traf-

fic jams for anyone trying to attend an event, 
and it is not convenient for schools located on 
the south side of I-10. Why is it that Katy ISD 
seems to believe that all shared facilities need 
to be located on the north side of I-10?

—Concerned voter

“A new stadium next to Rhodes 
Stadium would save the district up to 
$40 Million dollars if they don’t have to 

purchase additional land.”
-Third-generation Katy grad

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

WILDWOODat NORTHPOINTE.COM
From Hwy 249, go west on Northpointe Blvd. and travel 

until it dead ends into Shaw Road. Turn left on Shaw Rd. 
The new patio section will be on your right.

New Patio Homes
from the $290s
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LEAD-UP COVERAGE TO NOV. 4 ELECTIONS

INTERVIEWS BY DAVID POLLAN
* INCUMBENT
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35Tawana Walter-Cadien, DemocratMichael McCaul, Republican*

Why did you decide to run for elected office?What accomplishments are you most proud of in your 
time in Congress?

If elected, what are the most important issues to address?

If re-elected, what are some of the most important 
issues to address?

What is your stance on the Affordable Care Act, and  
what changes, if any, can be made to improve it?

What is your stance on the Affordable Care Act, and  
what changes, if any, can be made to improve it?

Illegal immigration and border security are major issues in 
Texas. How do you propose the U.S. secure its borders?

Illegal immigration and border security are major issues in 
Texas. How do you propose the U.S. secure its borders?

For full-length candidate interviews, visit impactnews.com/kty.

Tawana Walter-Cadien is a lifelong Texan from 
Beaumont who has lived in Cypress for the past three 
years. She has a bachelor’s degree in nursing from 
Prairie View A&M University and an executive master’s 
degree in public administration from Texas Southern 
University. As a registered nurse, Walter-Cadien has 
spent most of her career in health care. For more 
information, visit www.tawanacadienforcongress.com.

Incumbent Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas, has served 
the U.S. House of Representatives since he was first 
elected to the District 10 seat in 2004. Prior to serving 
District 10, McCaul worked in the U.S. Attorney’s office 
in Texas where he led the Joint Terrorism Task Force. 
He also served as Texas deputy attorney general and 
was a federal prosecutor with the Justice Department. 
For more information, visit www.michaelmccaul.com.

As a lifelong Texan I have always been geared toward serving my 
community. These are values that have been instilled in me at an early 
age, and I instill those same values in my children. What I see now, as far 
as communities are concerned, is that we have people who need a voice 
and need to be adequately represented, and I feel I have the ability to be 
that voice for the people of the district.

I am proud to have worked with childhood cancer patients to get the 
Creating Hope Act signed into law. This bill transforms the way drug 
companies look at drug development by providing incentives to develop 
new pediatric treatments. I’ve also helped reform the way Washington 
spends taxpayers’ money, leading the charge to ban earmarks and cut 
spending in consecutive years for the first time since the Korean War. 
Finally, I’ve been able to advance policies that protect the homeland from 
terrorism, cyber attacks and mitigating natural disasters.

Education; job creation; business growth; and affordable, high-quality 
health care are the most important issues to address. In addition, 
[veterans] issues are very important as well as senior citizen issues. By 
protecting our veterans and honoring them as well as our seniors, we are 
teaching the younger generation what should be done. We need to secure our border. Without a secure border our country 

remains open to illegal immigration, and we are vulnerable to the cartels 
pouring drugs and violence into the U.S. as well as the potential terrorist 
incursions across our borders.

It provides an opportunity for improved access to health care for 
millions of Americans. We are already experiencing and reaping many 
positive aspects of the bill, such as access to reduced health care costs, 
especially for those who have pre-existing conditions. I would seek to 
figure out what is working well and keep those things in place and work 
with my colleagues to figure out what can be improved. It is imperative 
that we work together to come up with the best solution for our health 
care crisis because lives are literally being lost because people don’t 
have proper health care or access to it. 

The entire law should be repealed and replaced with common-sense 
reforms that will actually bring down the costs and improve patient care. 
I would begin by encouraging more competition in the marketplace, 
which will reduce the cost of insurance coverage. For example, I support 
allowing Americans to purchase health insurance across state lines and 
allowing small businesses to pool together to buy health insurance plans.

The immigration issue is going to require effective dialogue. You are almost 
between a rock and a hard place because you see children—and I am just 
speaking of what has been in recent news—who are escaping from some 
of the most gruesome areas [in the world]. Then you have Americans who 
are also in need of support. This immigration and border issue is a major 
concern for Texans and Americans. The jury is still out on how to effectively 
address it, but comprehensive immigration reform is absolutely needed. 

We need to secure our border independent of any sort of immigration 
reform. My focus [is] on securing the border first. To achieve this, we 
need to use every tool in our bag, including a fence where it makes 
sense [and] technology where it can be effectively deployed, all backed 
up by Border Patrol agents. We know where our weaknesses are; we just 
need the federal government to get involved so that Texas isn’t bearing 
the brunt of this both financially and with its resources. 

DISTRICT 10 DEMOGRAPHICS

The 10th Congressional District of Texas stretches across nine 
counties from the Houston suburbs to Austin. The district includes Austin, 
Bastrop, Colorado, Fayette, Harris, Lee, Travis, Waller and Washington 
counties. Several colleges are also part of District 10, including Prairie 
View A&M University, Blinn College and The University of Texas at Austin.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, TEXAS DISTRICT 10

ELECTION Q&A

Civilian labor force

Average annual  
household income

7% Unemployed

93% Employed
371,699

$83,980

254,679
Occupied households

High school grad 
or higher

87.5%

Bachelor’s degree 
or higher

35.5%
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1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes 
China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore  

Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger Loila 
Maximal Art • Lenny & Eva 

Marianna Jewelry • Waxing Poetic 
Consuela • Department 56
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6 New Schools
48%

30%

11%

Technology

Student Activity
Facilities

7%
Other
4%

Campus Renovations
Existing Facilities Components 
Facility Expansions
Safety and Security Improvements 

Dear Katy neighbor,

 Katy ISD represents more than just superior education and quality 
schools.  It symbolizes our community, our values and our goals.  That’s 
why more than 200 of your neighbors - many of us whose names you 
see below – felt compelled to commit 6,000 hours over the course of 
four months and 13 meetings to carefully assess the needs of our school 
district as our community faces continuous rapid growth.  

 We analyzed the costs of more than 80 project line items and 
engaged in difficult conversations over what projects were of utmost 
importance.  After taking into consideration the input of all community 
members represented – students, principals, parents, business leaders and 
senior citizens – we agreed that the projects we identified for this bond 
package will adequately serve our children and maintain Katy ISD as the 
destination district for which it has become known.

 We urge all voters to learn more about the bond to ensure that 
when you go to the polls on November 4, you are informed with the facts!

Katy Community Bond Committee

Election Day
November 4

Kristin Abel
Robin Acevedo
Carol Adams
Roosevelt Alexander
Mark Allen
David Ammerman
Charlotte Angiolillo
Nely Artis
Travis Bailey
Kyle Benson
Christy Bohlen
Dan Boltz
Natalie Boyd
Bruce Bradford
Cande Brandow
Ralph Brock
Brandi Brown
Martha Brown
Paul Bugio
Jessica Burch
Preeti Burns
Ken Burton
Keith Carmichael
German Carmona
Robert Carpenter
Kelley Carr
Erika Champagne
Rosa Choi
Armond Clemons
Stephanie Click
Jon Colvard
Frank Comito
Debbie Conaway
Judy Cooper
Diane Cordova
Rom Crespo
Chris Crockett
Janice Cummons
John Curry
Sunil Dalal
Denise Daniels
Tom Daniels
Cynthia Darden
James Davis
Erica Dean
Anthony DeBlanc
Joe Delgadillo
Dianna DesJardins
Cindee Devlin
Michael Drake
Eddie Dugger
John Eberlan

Jean Edgmond
Gia Edwards
Diana Elder
Debbie Escovy
Keith Evans
Eric Fezell
Mark Fischer
Carra Fleming
Cheree Frank
Laura Freeman
Becky French
David Funk
Kevin Gallagher
Susie Garza
Charles Gleason
Jacob Godard
Leonard Gomes
John Gowen Jr
Todd Granato
Richard Grassau
Curtis Greenland
Aaron Groff
Dean Haefner
Deane Hafling
Robert Hansen
Maria Hardegree
Kirby Hargis
Deb Haring
Pamela Harris
Christopher Harris
Paula Hartley
Greg Henry
Eric Heppen
Kathryn Holland
Denita Holmes
Paula Inman
Gary Johnson
Elizabeth Johnson
Derek Jones
Malcolm Junior
Christopher Juntti
Sara Katz
John Kelly
Lisa Kenny
Brett Kerr
Jan Killam
Scott Kilmer
Erica Knight
Elizabeth Kuylen
Lance LaCour
Becky Latta
Richard Lawler

Laurel Lawson
Manya Leach
Candice Lehman
Allen Lewis Sr.
Sam Lilley
Carrie Lowery
William Lyle
Rachel Manis-Hyatt
Cynthia Marple
Michael Marrie
Lisa Martinez
Enrique Martir
Don Massey
Shani Matheson
Bryan Matthey
Kimberly McClellan
Robert McLelland
Jenn Montgomery
Trazanna Moreno
Veronica Mullenix
Tracy Nelson
Melissa Nixon
Anitra Ondrush
Vincent Orlando
Nina Palmer
Cassie Parks
Paul Patterson
Judith Paul
David Paz
Todd Perry
Kevin Pickett
Chester Pleasant
Eric Ramos
Ross Raymond
Anne Reardon
Dorsey Reese
Jenny Renault
Anthony Rivera
Shannon Rives
Dedra Robertson
Brian Roblyer
Javier Rodriguez
Danny Rothe
Richard Rowbatham
LaDonna Russell
Selim Sabillon
Mike Sadler
Manuel Sanchez
Ed Sarlls
Dionne Selig
Fred Shafer
Ursula Sharp

Jon Sharp
Kathy Shelden
Stephen Shorter
Steve Shurn
Susan Simpson
Kory Small
Ingrid Smith
Tom Specht
Jeffrey Springer
Leslie Starcke
Noreen Stavinoha
Autumn Stewart
Jenifer Stockdick
Jon Stokes
Scott Stover
Susan Strickland
Philip Strimbu
Jean Sumers
Alice Terwege
Sandra Thomas
Tony Thomas
Janet Thomason
Jennifer Tiedt
James Tomberlin
O.D. Tompkins
Karen Toohey
Hermes Troche
Claudia Tucci
Angela Uriarte
Margaret Valli
Robert Van Pelt
Barbara Vass
Glen Vickers
Doug Walker
Donna Ward
Stephen Watkins
Wayne Webb
Donna Welling
Crystal White
David Wilcox
Craig Wilder
Richard Wiles
Robert Willeby
Nikki Williams
Jessica Wilson
Vicki Wood
Christianna Woods
Haley Zalocha
Hua Zhong
Dean Zieschang
Tess Zimmerman
Jeffrey Zudock

2014 Bond Committee

Last Day to Register to Vote 
October 6

2014 Bond Package
Bond Committee Recommended

CAMPUSES TO 
BE RENOVATED

CAMPUSES TO 
RECEIVE REPAIRS 
AND REPLACEMENTS

FACILITY 
EXPANSIONS

CAMPUSES WILL 
RECEIVE SAFETY 
AND SECURITY 
IMPROVEMENTS

6
6
43

6
ALL

Early Voting October 20-31

Zero to 1/2 Cent Maximum
Increase* to the School Tax Rate 

Home Value $200,000
Tax Increase per year $10

*Seniors 65+ are exempt from 
any school tax increase

Full list of committee members at www.katyisd.org/sites/bonds

CAMPUSES WILL 
BENEFIT FROM 
STUDENT ACTIVITY 
FACILITIES
•	Agricultural Sciences Center
•	Second Stadium

CAMPUSES 
WILL RECEIVE 
TECHNOLOGY 
UPGRADES

CAMPUSES WILL 
BENEFIT FROM
Buses, portables, 
pre-construction services 
for new schools

ALL

ALL

ALL

2010            2014           2018            2023
60,000 70,000 80,000 94,000

KATY ISD PROJECTED GROWTH

NEW SCHOOLS

YEAR:
STUDENTS:

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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By Kelli Ainsworth 
The Katy ISD police will officially 

launch the Safe Schools Parent Academy 
Program in late September. The program 
was piloted last summer and was so suc-
cessful the Police Department decided to 
make the program permanent.

Safe Schools Parent Academy was born 
out of Leadership Katy ISD, a program 
that allows interested parents to get a 
behind-the-scenes, close-up view of the 
district’s institutional processes beyond 
classroom instruction.

Each year, Leadership Katy ISD hosted 
sessions that allowed parents to visit the 
KISD Law Enforcement Center on Franz 
Road and meet some of the officers. 
Parents were allowed to ask questions 
about the department and school safety in 
general. Mark Hopkins, who has served 
as KISD’s chief of police since 1989, said 
parents always had a number of questions 
and wanted to spend more time on the 
topic of school safety during the sessions.

“Every time [we host a session], parents 

L E A N D E R  I S D
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Katy ISD Police Department to launch 
Safe Schools Parent Academy in Sept.

The Katy ISD Police Department provides 
safety and security in district schools, 

at events and along bus routes. Officers 
also work with campus liaisons to manage the 

district’s emergency operations plans.

There is approximately 1 police officer

for every 1,900 students in KISD.

Officers respond to calls and provide security 
for all 68 campuses in KISD.

KISD police cooperate with 
8 emergency service districts and   
7 law enforcement agencies.

The KISD Police 
Department was

established in 1988.

want more time here,” Hopkins said. 
“There are more questions than there is 
time for. We want to give [parents] a little 
more time ... and we [can now] provide 
that academy for them.”

Hopkins said there were about 15 par-
ents who participated in the pilot program 
for the academy last summer. Participants 
attended sessions with KISD police officers 
every two weeks. This year, Hopkins said, 
the academy will meet once a month.

“We’re going to spread it out and have a 
larger curriculum once a month,” he said.

In addition to educating parents on 
a wide range of topics related to school 
safety, the program provides a two-way 
communication channel between police 
officers and parents, said Denisse Cantu, 
KISD media relations manager. 

“The parents really get an opportunity 
to tell our chief of police what they want 
to learn more about, how they perceive 
something to be working or not work-
ing,” Cantu said.  “I don’t think many 
districts offer that type of extensive 

two-way communication.”
In addition to the Safe Schools Parent 

Academy, KISD police officers pres-
ent safety programs in the schools and 

community on topics, such as bus and 
bike safety and truancy abatement.

For more information on the academy, 
call 281-237-4000. 

Source: Katy ISD

The department 
patrols and 
responds to 
calls in a

181-square-mile area.

FOCUS Education sponsors
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of Sugar Land
K A T Y  I S D

KATY ISD POLICE
AT A GLANCE

Lone Star College is the college of choice 
 More area high school May grads choose to attend LSC the following fall than UH, 
 A&M, SHSU and SFA - combined! And at 1/5 the cost of UT, our excellent faculty and 
 average class size of 23 make it easy to understand why.

Lone Star College graduates help keep our community safe 
 84% of all emergency first responders (fire, police, EMS) and 60% of all health care  
 workers graduate from a community college like Lone Star College.

Lone Star College provides the education and training to meet 
area employer’s needs 
 63% of all jobs will require postsecondary training by 2018. Lone Star College helps 
 build a skilled workforce that attracts new businesses to the area. A strong workforce 
 equals a strong community.

Lone Star College provides educational programs for all ages 
 Learning doesn’t start or stop at a certain age. Lone Star College has  
 the Academy for Lifelong Learning for active adults 50+, and  
 Discovery College offering summer programs for youths.

LSC-CyFair  •  LSC-Kingwood  •  LSC-Montgomery  •  LSC-North Harris  •  LSC-Tomball  •  LSC-University Park
With 6 state-of-the-art campuses located across the Houston region, there is an open door near you.

07.23.14.03

Open Doors 
LoneStar.edu/Election

Opening Doors to a Better Community 
Lone Star College Makes a Difference in Everyone’s Life

FREE JOINT PAIN SEMINAR
Explore new technologies in hip and knee replacement.

Is your hip or knee
keeping you

from the golf course?

Individual results vary. Not all patients will have the same post-operative recovery and activity level. 
See your orthopaedic surgeon to discuss your potential benefits and risks.

GSNPS-AD-2
Copyright © 2014 Stryker. Printed in USA.

Register today at 1.888.STRYKER or MoveWithStryker.com

Then come listen  
to fellowship trained  
orthopaedic surgeon

Adam Freedhand, MD

Friday, October 3, 2014 – 6:00 pm
Top Golf
1030 Memorial Brook Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77084

Hors d’Oeuvres will be served  
and prizes will be raffled off!
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012–13, ratings are as follows:
Met Standard (MS): Met performance targets
Met Alternative Standard (MAS): Met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses
Improvement Required (IR): Did not meet one or more performance targets

2013–14 Katy ISD accountability rating MS

District scores by grade
2013–14 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 Reading 91% Math 86%

Grade 4 Reading 89% Math 87%

Grade 5 Reading 92% Math 92%

Grade 6 Reading 90% Math 91%

Grade 7 Reading 89% Math 86%

Grade 8 Reading 93% Math 90%

End of course,
all grades

 English I 83%, English II 85%, algebra I 92%, biology 97%, U.S. history 98%

2012–13 statistics** State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.4% 30.1%

English Language Learners (ELL) 17.1% 13.9%

Average annual salary of teachers $48,821 $45,211

Average starting salary of teachers $41,878 $47,688
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by subject*

End-of-course – all students
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49 Cinco Ranch MS 3,186 9.9% 96% 99% 91% 92% 99%
50 Katy MS 2,935 28.8% 85% 94% 84% 89% 97%
51 Mayde Creek MS 2,704 57.5% 86% 95% 71% 72% 97%
52 Morton Ranch MS 3,291 54.5% 75% 94% 69% 70% 97%
53 Raines MAS 228 55.7% 38% 57% 28% 31% 79%
54 Seven Lakes MS 3,576 5.7% 97% 100% 96% 96% 100%
55 Taylor MS 2,908 16.4% 94% 99% 87% 92% 99%
56 Thompkins MS 834 7.6% 95% 99% 94% 94% N/A

District and school targets
The new accountability ratings were released this summer. In August, districts and 

campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative Standard and Improve-
ment Required based on student State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
and end-of-course exam results from the 2013–14 school year and other indicators. 

Students began taking STAAR and end-of-course exams in 2012, but during the 
2013 legislative session lawmakers reduced the number of end-of-course exams from 
15 to five. High school students are required to pass algebra I, U.S. history, biology, 
English I and English II end-of-course exams before graduating. 

FOCUS
18  NEWS Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com
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Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., Katy ISD *Test results are from the spring 2014 STAAR and end-
of-course administrations with grades 5 and 8 results 
from the first administration only.

**2013–14 statistics will be available in November 2014

Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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1 Bear Creek MS 760 66.6% 80% 82% 69% 71% 57% 73% 76% 72% 37, 51

2 Bonnie Holland MS 983 4% 97% 97% 96% 97% 94% 97% 98% 98% 36, 54

3 Cimarron MS 643 32.5% 78% 72% 82% 74% 70% 88% 86% 90% 47, 50, 55

4 Diane Winborn MS 739 40.9% 89% 86% 83% 92% 89% 89% 94% 78% 40, 43,  
50, 52

5 Edna Mae Fielder MS 1,055 14.5% 94% 89% 90% 89% 85% 95% 98% 90% 38, 49

6 Franz MS 947 63% 75% 63% 79% 70% 82% 86% 74% 69% 43, 46,  
50, 52

7 Fred and Patti 
Shafer MS 1,254 2% 98% 97% 96% 92% 95% 98% 96% 93% 45, 54, 56

8 Griffin MS 930 4% 95% 98% 95% 94% 94% 99% 98% 96% 36, 38,  
49, 54

9 Hazel S Pattison MS 796 2.9% 96% 96% 94% 97% 93% 97% 100% 99% 39, 55

10 Jack and Sharon 
Rhoads MS 1,109 62.7% 83% 81% 85% 86% 69% 88% 93% 81% 37, 41, 51

11 James E Williams MS 716 5.7% 95% 92% 94% 89% 92% 95% 97% 91% 44, 49

12 Jean and Betty 
Schmalz MS 1,146 55.7% 90% 82% 90% 86% 89% 90% 91% 83% 37, 41, 51

13 Jeanette Hayes MS 678 22.3% 93% 93% 84% 87% 79% 95% 95% 91% 39, 42, 55

14 Joella Exley MS 974 13.6% 93% 94% 95% 95% 94% 95% 91% 92% 39, 44,  
49, 55

15 Katy MS 534 23.6% 96% 99% 96% 99% 96% 100% 100% 90% 40, 48, 50, 
52, 56

16 Loraine T Golbow MS 806 52% 87% 72% 75% 77% 67% 79% 85% 79% 46, 50, 52

17 Maurice L Wolfe MS 445 54.2% 79% 64% 85% 72% 71% 85% 82% 88% 37, 41, 42, 
51, 55

18 Mayde Creek MS 763 63.3% 82% 82% 90% 80% 84% 78% 82% 64% 41, 51

19 McRoberts MS 801 64.7% 75% 83% 78% 85% 81% 88% 94% 75% 37, 46, 50, 
51, 52

20 Memorial Parkway MS 858 48.5% 88% 77% 81% 74% 76% 81% 74% 80% 42, 55

21 Morton Ranch MS 804 58.6% 87% 71% 82% 71% 72% 87% 82% 72% 43, 46,  
50, 52

22 Nottingham 
Country MS 586 11.6% 92% 72% 91% 89% 87% 89% 88% 83% 42, 55

23 Odessa Kilpatrick MS 1,082 4.3% 97% 95% 96% 98% 96% 97% 97% 95% 36, 48, 50, 
54, 56

24 Ray and Jamie 
Wolman MS 1,070 2.2% 95% 90% 94% 97% 94% 95% 99% 96% 48, 50, 54,  

56

25 Robert King MS 1,187 48.4% 88% 70% 81% 70% 75% 87% 83% 81% 40, 46,  
50, 52

26 Roberta Wright 
Rylander MS 1,334 13.3% 95% 97% 90% 89% 84% 95% 96% 94% 38, 48, 49, 

50, 56

27 Roosevelt 
Alexander MS 1,075 3.3% 95% 92% 98% 99% 98% 98% 99% 99% 36, 54

28 Stan C. Stanley MS 1,305 5.7% 98% 96% 97% 95% 96% 97% 100% 95% 45, 54, 56

29 Sue Creech MS 822 12.3% 94% 90% 93% 92% 93% 95% 98% 96% 44, 49

30 Sundown MS 851 74.9% 77% 61% 68% 59% 68% 69% 79% 69% 43, 52

31 Tom Wilson MS 946 2.6% 98% 92% 95% 94% 90% 99% 99% 95% 45, 54, 56

32 Ursula Stephens MS 756 63.1% 91% 91% 90% 95% 92% 87% 94% 86% 41, 43, 46, 
50, 51, 52

33 West Memorial MS 754 44.7% 88% 85% 84% 83% 86% 91% 88% 85% 47, 50, 55 

34 WoodCreek MS 1,400 7.8% 93% 85% 91% 88% 90% 96% 95% 89% 48, 50, 56

35 Zelma Hutsell MS 824 69.5% 85% 68% 87% 87% 76% 87% 88% 77% 40, 50, 52
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2013–14 STAAR passing results by grade*
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36 Beckendorff MS 1,675 5.4% 96% 97% 96% 95% 95% 98% 98% 94% 93% 54

37 Cardiff MS 1,027 66% 84% 90% 81% 76% 75% 88% 86% 75% 66% 51

38 Cinco Ranch MS 1,209 13.5% 91% 94% 93% 92% 90% 94% 96% 90% 92% 49

39 Garland McMeans MS 1,085 10.9% 89% 97% 91% 97% 90% 94% 98% 96% 94% 55

40 Katy MS 1,354 44.6% 87% 91% 84% 82% 86% 91% 89% 85% 68% 50, 52

41 Mayde Creek MS 1,141 61.7% 81% 80% 79% 66% 71% 88% 82% 71% 65% 51

42 Memorial Parkway MS 894 26.2% 91% 89% 92% 90% 89% 92% 90% 83% 81% 55

43 Morton Ranch MS 1,267 62.6% 83% 75% 83% 76% 73% 87% 77% 70% 71% 52

44 Rodger and Ellen 
Beck MS 1,099 9% 96% 97% 96% 95% 93% 95% 95% 90% 90% 49

45 Seven Lakes MS 1,549 4.6% 96% 99% 96% 97% 95% 97% 99% 95% 94% 54, 56

46 T H McDonald MS 973 62% 80% 75% 80% 68% 76% 91% 85% 74% 76% 50, 52

47 West Memorial MS 718 41.1% 82% 84% 87% 76% 80% 89% 82% 74% 78% 50, 55

48 WoodCreek MS 1,585 7.4% 95% 96% 94% 95% 92% 96% 94% 92% 89% 50, 56
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2014–15 Katy ISD feeder pattern

2014–15 Katy ISD school boundaries
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

For more information on schools in Katy ISD, visit www.katyisd.org.

Education sponsors

Katy Edition • September 2014 NEWS  19

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

2014–15 Katy ISD total enrollment 70,097
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FREE JOINT PAIN SEMINAR
Explore new technologies in hip and knee replacement.

Is your hip or knee
keeping you

from the golf course?

Individual results vary. Not all patients will have the same post-operative recovery and activity level. 
See your orthopaedic surgeon to discuss your potential benefits and risks.
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Register today at 1.888.STRYKER or MoveWithStryker.com

Then come listen  
to fellowship trained  
orthopaedic surgeon

Adam Freedhand, MD

Friday, October 3, 2014 – 6:00 pm
Top Golf
1030 Memorial Brook Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77084

Hors d’Oeuvres will be served  
and prizes will be raffled off!
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School district funding in Texas is composed of a series 
of complex formulas that take into account factors like 
daily attendance numbers and local tax rates. However, 
the state is in the midst of a lawsuit with dozens of 
school districts, leaving the future of school finance in 
Texas up in the air. 

The Foundation School Program establishes 
the amount of state funding that is allocated to each 
school district in Texas. Money flows into the Foun-
dation School Fund from multiple sources, including 
occupation taxes, gas, water and electric utility taxes 
and net profits from the state lottery. The Foundation 
School Program is also divided into two layers: 

Tier 1—Provides districts with funding based on the 
type of students enrolled in a district, such as regular 
education, special education, career and technical and 
bilingual education students. 

Tier 2—Guarantees each school district a specific 
amount of funding per student, also known as weighted 
average daily attendance. 

Money from the federal government helps pay for 
programs such as free and reduced lunch, technology, 
bilingual education and special education. 

INSIDE INFORMATION

School District Funding

Three main sources

LOCAL
property taxes

STATE
funding

FEDERAL
funding

State funding Federal funding 

2011 20132012 2014

82nd Legislative session
Texas legislators cut $5.4 billion 
from public education, prompting 
budget cuts across the state. 

School finance lawsuit
More than 600 districts joined a 
lawsuit claiming the state’s school 
finance system is unconstitutional. 

Restoration of funding
Months after Judge Dietz ruled the 
system unconstitutional and legislators 
restored $3.4 billion to public education. 

Second ruling 
Judge Dietz ruled Aug. 28 for a second time that the 
state’s school finance system is unconstitutional. 

SCHOOL FINANCE 
LAWSUIT UPDATE

State District Judge John Dietz ruled in late 
August for the second time that the state’s school 
finance system is unconstitutional, prompted by a 
lawsuit from more than 600 Texas school dis-
tricts. The decision is expected to be appealed to 
the state supreme court, and a final ruling is not 
expected until mid-2015. 

Overwhelmed?  
Fatigued? Burned out?  

Overwhelmed?

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE HEALTH ASSESSMENT.  

888-890-8611 • hotzehwc.com/impact

Since 1989, the Hotze Health & Wellness Center has helped over 30,000 patients 
regain their health and vitality by utilizing all-natural, bioidentical products that restore 

hormones to optimal levels, strengthen immune systems, and increase energy levels. 
We replace what is missing. It’s that simple.

CLIENT: Hotze Health & Wellness Center
FILE NAME: 14HTZ130_CommImp_Katy_HalfPg_h_Overwhelmed_GTP
TITLE: “Overwhelmed”
PRODUCED BY: Acme Fish
SPECS: 10” x 6.04”, 4C (non-bleed)
MEDIA: Community Impact Katy (Half Page - Horizontal Ad)
DATE: 8/17/14
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HOME-RULE SCHOOL DISTRICT CHARTERS
A public school district can convert to 
a home-rule charter after following 
several steps: establishing a commission 
to frame the charter, obtaining 
preclearance from the Department of 
Justice, approval by the commissioner 
of education and an election in which at 
least 25 percent of the district’s registered 
voters participate. No school districts 
in Texas have attempted a home-rule 
conversion. 

OPEN ENROLLMENT CHARTER SCHOOLS
This type of charter school can enroll 
students from any public school district. 
The State Board of Education could 
grant a charter to a public junior college, 
state college, nonprofit, medical unit or 
governmental entity to open a charter 
school or district. 

CAMPUS PROGRAM CHARTERS
If the majority of parents and teachers sign 
a petition in support of a campus charter 
school, the board of trustees may grant a 
campus program charter. The school district 
will be held accountable for the academic and 
financial performance of said charter. 

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY CHARTERS
The commissioner of education can grant 
open-enrollment charters to public colleges, 
universities and junior colleges that will open 
on the campus of a college or university. 

Tuition: None 

Funding: Charter schools receive state 
funds based on average daily attendance 
of students, but cannot receive facilities 
funding or money from local tax revenue. 

Taxes: Charter schools cannot levy a local tax 

Admission: Open admission, lottery 

Testing: Charter schools are subject to the 
same statewide assessment program as 
school districts. 

Governance: Charter board members are 
appointed, not elected.

Student/teacher ratio: Charter schools 
are not subject to state education codes 
regarding student/teacher ratio. They are 
held to any limitations in their charter. 

School hours: Students are not subject to 
the seven-hour requirement, but they must 
receive at least four hours of instruction 
each day. 

Donations: Charter schools may accept 
charitable donations from private and 
public sources, but cannot be a requirement 
for admission or continued enrollment. 

Examples: Harmony Science Academy, 
Trinity Charter, Aristoi Classical Academy

Tuition: None 

Funding: Local, state and federal funds 

Taxes: A public school district can levy 
taxes. The board of trustees sets the tax 
rate each year for property owners in the 
district. 

Admission: Open admission, but students 
must live within the boundaries of the 
school district

Testing: School districts are held to the 
statewide assessment program, STAAR. 

Governance: Public schools are governed 
by a board elected by the public and are 
required to hold open meetings. 

Student/teacher ratio: The ratio is 22:1 for 
kindergarten through fourth grade, and any 
exemptions must be approved by the board 
of trustees. 

School hours: Students are required to 
attend class for seven hours each day. 

Donations: Public school districts are not 
allowed to accept donations. 

Examples: Katy ISD 

225
is the maximum number 

of charters in Texas
charter school 

options in Katy ISD

5

178,826
charter school 

students in Texas
total Texas charter 

school campuses

552

1995
is when charter schools 

were authorized in Texas
students on waiting 

lists in Texas

101,000

INSIDE  INFO

Compiled by Marie Leonard

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Texas Association of School Boards, Texas Charter Schools Association

CHARTER SCHOOLS
DIFFERENT TYPES OF
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BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(281) 392-2050

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch provides a safe, secure environment for 
 those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF CINCO RANCH
24024 Westheimer Parkway | Katy, TX  77494 | ID# 105776

(281) 392-2050  |  AutumnLeaves.com

GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home Counselor for complete 
details. ©2013 Beazer Homes. 8/14 119146

©

Homes from the $260s to $500s
• Located on FM 1463, north of Fry Road 
• Recreation center & resort-style pool
• Schools in Katy ISD

Visit beazer.com or call 281-616-5798

Expect More, GET MORE.

CHURCHILL FARMS
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Partners in Education
Bringing the community into schools

L ast year, Katy ISD’s Partners in 
Education program recruited 
more than 17,000 community 

volunteers who dedicated more than 
800,000 hours in service to district 
schools. Volunteers can participate in 
any of five distinct Partners in Education 
initiatives, allowing them to volunteer in 
a way that works with their schedule and 
taps their interests.

“They’ve proven this ‘it takes a village’ 
thing. Everybody does their part to help 
the kids succeed,” said Tammy Stringer, 
community relations liaison for Part-
ners in Education. “We think it sets an 
example for those kids. They see their par-
ents in a volunteer role, and that becomes 
a way of life.”

Though most volunteers are parents 
or grandparents of KISD students who 
volunteer at the schools their family 
members attend, Partners in Education 
welcomes volunteers from the community 
as well. 

Volunteers in Public Schools is Partners 
in Education’s largest program, Stringer 
said. Volunteers can serve as chaperones 
during field trips, help in the library or 
lead teacher appreciation efforts during 
school hours. Participants whose sched-
ules prevent them from volunteering dur-
ing the day often form and lead booster 
clubs for sports teams or the fine arts, said 
Janet Theis, director of community part-
nerships for Partners in Education.

Many of the VIPS volunteers also teach 
Junior Achievement, Theis said. The 
Junior Achievement program is based on 
a national standard curriculum designed 
to teach students from kindergarten 

By Kelli Ainsworth
through 12th grade about the American 
economy in an age-appropriate way. Vol-
unteers teach students interactive Junior 
Achievement lessons in the classroom 
either once a week for five weeks, or 
deliver all five sessions in a single visit. 

Although both of these programs 
allow volunteers to work with several 
students, the Keep Encouraging Youth 
Toward Success mentoring program 
pairs a volunteer with a student for a 
yearlong mentoring relationship. Men-
tors meet with an assigned student for 
an hour a week on the student’s campus 
during the school day. 

Students enrolled in the KEYS program 
often need a little extra support, Stringer 
said. These students may be struggling in 
class, or they may be experiencing diffi-
culties at home, such as a divorce or death 
in the family. Teachers and counselors 
can recommend the student for the KEYS 
program, and parents give their approval. 
On occasion, parents ask that their child 
receive a KEYS mentor. 

Stringer, who is is a KEYS mentor, said 
when she meets with the girl she mentors, 
they often sit and visit and play games. If 
her mentee needs to spend their allot-
ted hour working on a class assignment, 
Stringer helps her. 

Another program, Partners in Educa-
tion School-Business Partnerships, pairs a 
business with one or several local schools 
to allow the businesses to give back to 
KISD schools. 

“The partnerships are mutually benefi-
cial, helpful to both the company and the 
school, and they are crafted and managed 
by the campus and business itself so no 
two partnerships are alike,” she said. 

Busi-
nesses may 
sponsor events, 
give donations, or 
employees may volunteer 
their time. In the past, Brazos Val-
ley Bank has had breakfast delivered to 
all KISD teachers as a part of the School-
Business Partnership program. Local 
business owners and their employees 
have come to junior high career days to 
talk about their jobs and answer student 
questions. 

One of Partners in Education’s fast-
growing programs, Sister Schools, gives 
KISD teachers and students an oppor-
tunity to help each other. Schools are 
paired with another campus, usually 
one across the district at the same grade 
level. The program’s motto is “sharing our 
strengths.” 

“[Sister Schools] started as the district 
got bigger and bigger, it was an idea to 

Volunteers can 
participate in any of  

5 different programs.  
Many volunteers are 

involved in multiple 
programs.

During the  
2013-14 school year,  

more than 17,000 
people volunteered  

in Katy public schools.

36 KISD campuses 
participate in the  

Sister Schools program.

These volunteers  
gave more than  

18,000 hours  
of their time.

Source: Partners in Educatio
n

keep 
schools 

connected,” 
Stringer said.

Sister schools work 
together in a variety of ways. 

Staff at one school often invites their sister 
staff to share in a planned training or 
development session. When one school 
has a spirit night at a local restaurant, 
they might invite their sister school to 
join them or share their proceeds with the 
sister school. For the past two years, Beck 
and Katy junior high schools got together 
in December to make stuffed bears and 
tigers to deliver to Texas Children’s Hos-
pital West campus, Stringer said.

“We tell [our volunteers] to think out-
side the box and come up with whatever 
ideas they can,” Stringer said.

For more information or to volunteer, 
contact Janet Theis at the Katy ISD offices 
at 281-396-2461.    

K A T Y  I S D

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com
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My team of experts in Katy focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, 
chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. 
Having MD Anderson in my community kept me close to my friends and close to home. 
I chose MD Anderson in Katy. Find Your MD Anderson today.

When I had breast cancer, the 
world’s leading care was right here. 

I chose 
MD Anderson

in Katy
- Jeanne Zarazee

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

Facebook.com/MDAndersonKaty

14RCCM005#_Community Impact_Katy.indd   1 6/2/14   9:21 AM
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cakes and kettle corn. Free parking at Katy Mills mall and 
shuttle are available. 10 a.m.–midnight (Oct. 11), noon–
6:30 p.m. (Oct. 12). $8 (adults), free (children younger 
than 10, military, law enforcement and EMS with proper 
ID). Downtown Katy, Avenues B and C, Second and Third 
streets. 281-391-5289. www.riceharvestfestival.org

18 Run for Autism
Fort Bend County autism charity Hope for Three hosts 

its inaugural event to benefit Fort Bend families affected by 
autism. Participants can take part in a chip-timed 5K run or 3K 
walk. Immediately following the event, Hope for Three hosts its 
annual Fulshear Scarecrow Festival. 8:15 a.m. (run), 9:15 a.m. 
(walk). $25 (runners and walkers), $10 (children age 12 and 
younger), free (children age 3 and younger).  
6450 Cross Creek Bend Lane, Fulshear. 832-274-9246.  
www.hopeforthree.org/run-for-autism

 18 KVPAC Ball at the Mall
The Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center hosts 

its annual fundraising gala. This year’s event features a 
1920’s theme with costumes encouraged, casino games, 
live music, a silent auction, food and beverages. Proceeds 
from the event benefit KVPAC programming. 7–11 p.m. 
$50. KVPAC West Oaks, 2600 S. Hwy. 6, Ste. 504, 
Houston. 281-829-2787. www.kvpac.org

18 Seven Lakes High School Pumpkin Patch Fest
The ninth annual festival includes a pumpkin patch, 

food, face painting, games, prizes, inflatables, a mechanical 
bull, hay rides, and a dunk-the-teacher booth. The Seven 
Lakes High School orchestra performs live during the festival. 
Proceeds from the event support the orchestra. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 
$1 per ticket. Seven Lakes High School, 9251 S. Fry Road, 
Katy. 281-237-2923. www.sevenlakesorchestras.org

24 Movie Night—’Hocus Pocus’
LaCenterra and Alamo Drafthouse Theater host a free 

showing of the 1993 family Halloween film, “Hocus Pocus.” 
Families can bring chairs and blankets to watch the movie on 
LaCenterra’s Central Green. Dusk. Free. LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 281-395-5533.  
www.lacenterra.com

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar. 

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the first Friday of  
the month.

October

04 Rice Harvest Festival Parade
The festival parade travels through historic 

downtown Katy. Visitors experience floats and marching 
entertainment. Prizes are given for parade participants in a 
variety of categories including children, schools, nonprofit and 
civic organizations, and businesses. 10 a.m. Free. Katy Church 
of Christ, 5458 E. Fifth St., Katy. 281-391-5289.  
www.riceharvestfestival.org

04 Real Craftwives of Katy Expo
More than 70 local vendors and businesses 

showcase products at the Firethorne Clubhouse. Booths 
include jewelry makers, wreath designers, makers of children’s 
clothing and accessories, designers of art and home decor, 
bakeries, and photographers. A bounce house and food trucks 
are also on-site. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Firethorne Clubhouse, 
28800 S. Firethorne Road, Katy.  
www.facebook.com/therealcraftwivesofkaty

11 Pink lighting ceremony
Heritage Square in LaCenterra is lit pink in 

recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Guests 
can listen to free music, and MD Anderson doctors and 
staff are present to distribute free educational materials 
to promote breast cancer awareness. 7–9 p.m. Free. 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
Katy. 281-395-5533. www.lacenterra.com

11 and 12
34th Annual Katy Rice Harvest Festival

Celebrating Katy’s history and heritage, the Rice Harvest 
Festival features local and professional live entertainment; 
craft vendors; and food including barbecue, pizza, funnel 

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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Hauntcert
The Fort Bend County Symphony Orchestra 
presents its annual Halloween Hauntcert, 

featuring Mussorgsky’s “Night on Bald Mountain” as 
well as selections from classic movie scores, including 
compositions by renowned movie composer John 
Williams. Along with the concert, there are costume 
contests and prizes for both children and adults. 2 
p.m. $12 (adults), free (children age 12 and younger, 
accompanied by an adult); discounts are available for 
students, seniors, military personnel and groups of 10 or 
more. Stafford Center, 10505 Cash Road, Stafford.  
281-276-9642. www.fbso.org

Worth the TRIP

C
o

ur
te

sy
 F

o
rt

 B
en

d
 C

o
un

ty
 S

ym
p

ho
ny

 O
rc

he
st

ra

O C T
26

Applies to retail prices only. Offer expires 10/31



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com26  FEATURES

1520 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy, Texas 77494

(281) 394-0628
Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com 

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com

TM

 C OME FOR A TOUR AND EXPERIENCE THE LEGACY!

NOW OPEN!

Kingsland Blvd.

Katy Gap Rd.
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Amber’s Designs
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Owner Amber Gustafson’s workshop enables a team of seven bench jewelers to craft jewelry on-site.
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Amber’s Designs
Distinctive jeweler offers an array of choices

A mber Gustafson of Amber’s 
Designs can size up custom-
ers based on the rings on their 

fingers. She can tell if they are happily 
married and what year a customer’s 
grandmother got married. She can even 
tell how old someone’s grandmother 
is. Gustafson’s sharpened sense of 
perception is one of the talents she has 
acquired in her more than 30 years in 
the jewelry industry. 

Gustafson said she has had a pas-
sion for jewelry since she was a young 
girl. She remembers wearing tiaras and 
high heels when she was 5 and march-
ing around in her grandmother’s fancy 
dresses. Gustafson’s love of jewelry is 
what made her want to open her own 
jewelry store. 

“I like the bling,” she said. 
Customers come into Amber’s Designs 

for everything from engagement rings to 
refashioning a piece of jewelry, and some 
just to browse.  

“Believe it or not we’ve had a lot of men 
come in for ‘just because’ gifts,” she said.

Gustafson said she likes to get the pulse 
of what fashions are trending and believes 
the way to do it is to travel around the 
world. She has been to China, Brazil and 
Antwerp, Belgium, to get a sense of what 
is new, something she said is impossible to 

discover sitting behind a computer. 
From Ascopa Roman Glass jewelry 

to real eggs that have been jeweled and 
crafted to make gift packages, Amber’s 
Designs Jewelry carries a vast array of 
distinctive craftsmanship. 

“If I don’t make it unusual, I buy it 
unusual,” Gustafson said.

 Amber’s Designs employs seven bench 
jewelers—artisans who have been trained 
around the world. In the store’s polish-
ing and casting area, these artisans use 
modern equipment and tools, but the 
techniques they use for crafting and 
repairing jewelry are the same timeless 
methods, she said.

“There’s no difference between what 
we do here and what was done thou-
sands of years ago,” she said. “It’s the 
exact same process.”

Because Amber’s Designs is indepen-
dently owned, Gustafson said she is able 
to use discretion to do what is right for 
her customers and is not bound by any 
corporate regulations. 

Gustafson said customers appreciate 
her dedication to customer service and 
those who have moved out of town will 
make a special trip to her store for their 
jewelry needs. 

 “It’s because [my customers] trust 
me,” she said. 

BUSINESS

722 Pin Oak Road
Katy • 281-391-6333
www.ambersdesigns.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–1 p.m., Closed Sunday

Gemstones 101
• Gemstones are pieces of mineral, which 

are cut and polished to make jewelry.
• Some gemstones are soft but most are 

hard.
• Precious stones include diamond, ruby, 

sapphire, opal and emerald.
• All other stones are classified as semi-

precious.
• The four Cs to determine the grade of a 

diamond are: color (how close to white or 
colorless), cut (quality of the cut), clarity 
(how free it is of trapped materials) and 
carats (weight). 

• The more rare a gemstone is, the more 
valuable it is.

Amber’s Designs offers a unique selection of 
jewelry.

Gustafson designs many of the items in her store.

Gustafson’s seven bench jewelers are from 
around the world.

One of Gustafson’s designs won the Woman’s 
Jewelry Association first place award. 

By the jewel

By Julie Butterfield

1st place
Her personal design won

65%

Amber 
personally 

designs

of what she 
sells

7
Amber’s Designs 
Jewelry employs

trained worldwide

bench  
jewelers

32 years

from the Women’s 
Jeweler’s Association

Owner Amber 
Gustafson has been in 
the jewelry business

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
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K evin Bollinger has been in the 
pizza business since he was 17. 
He started his pizza career at a 

mom-and-pop shop in Cypress, and after 
he graduated from college, he went on 
to open several Buck’s Pizza franchises. 
Over time, Kevin said he knew he had 
it in him to start his own pizzeria and 
asked his brother Mark to join him when 
Mark was finished with college. It has 
been more than 10 
years since Texas 
A&M alumni Kevin 
and Mark founded 
Bolli Bros Pizza, 
their own mom-
and-pop business.

Kevin and Mark said Bolli Bros Pizza 
stands out as the best in the area.

“Our pizzas are hand-tossed, and [all 
of our ingredients] are the best,” Mark 
said. “We have the best cheese. We have 
the best dough.” 

Their experiments with other nontra-
ditional items have proved to be popular, 
such as their signature product, the Hot 
Chicken Wing pizza.

“If you try that, you can’t not order it 
again,” Mark said.

The Pepperoni Rolls—pepperoni and 
cheese inside pizza dough—are a favor-
ite, too, Kevin said.

Bolli Bros Pizza is also known for its 

homemade cheesecakes. Kevin said 
they used to serve frozen cheesecakes, 
but one of their customers complained 
about the flavor. So Kevin decided to 
make them fresh on-site. They accept 
orders for the cheesecakes, and the 
Bacon and Maple Cheesecake is popular 
in the fall. For Thanksgiving, the broth-
ers bake pumpkin cheesecakes.

For cheesecake flavor ideas, Kevin 
said he walks down 
the candy aisle at 
the grocery store 
for inspiration. 

“If I see a Snick-
ers bar, then I’ll 

decide to make a Snickers cheesecake,” 
he said.

Because of its proximity to a school, 
Bolli Bros Pizza is a BYOB establishment. 
Customers have been known to bring in 
coolers of refreshments so they can hang 
out and watch the Houston Dynamo 
MLS match on the big screen TVs.

Bolli Bros’ commitment to the neigh-
borhood runs deep. One day a mother 
dropped off her son at the nearby school 
but forgot to pack a lunch. She ran down 
to Bolli Bros to see if they could help. 
They prepared a small cheese pizza for 
her son, on the house.

“We are very laid-back and very 
friendly,” Mark said.

Bolli Bros Pizza

Cinco Ranch Blvd.
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Bolli Bros Pizza offers a wide variety of toppings for its pizzas.
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Bolli Bros Pizza
Menu features homemade, original items 

DINING

2944 S. Mason Road
Katy • 281-392-8257
www.bollibros.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

Bolli Bros favorites
• Pepperoni pizza rolls: Sliced pepperoni 

and mozzarella rolled up in fresh pizza 
dough ($5.95)

• Cinnamon sticks: House dough, cinnamon, 
butter, sugar and icing ($2.95)

• Cheese sticks: Fresh breadsticks smoth-
ered in mozzarella and served with marinara 
sauce ($3.95)

• Hot Italian sandwich: Salami, ham, onion, 
olive salad, pepperoncini pepper and moz-
zarella (half $5.95, whole $8.95)

Specialty pizzas
• Supreme: Pepperoni, sausage, fresh mush-

rooms, green peppers, black olives and red 
onions ($7.95–$19.95) 

• Texas Cheeseburger: Ground beef, bacon, 
red onions, jalapenos, cheddar cheese and 
mozzarella ($7.95–$19.95)

• Hot Chicken Wing: Hot wing sauce, chicken 
and mozzarella ($7.95–$19.95)

• Aphrodite: Red onion, fresh mushroom, 
sliced pepperoncini peppers, sliced kala-
mata olives and feta cheese ($7.95–$19.95)

By Julie Butterfield 

The Greek salad ($6.95) is a customer favorite.The Aphrodite is topped with olives and feta cheese.

A spacious dining area welcomes guests.

The Twix cheesecake is a Bolli Bros specialty.

By the slice

60 people

11
Bolli Brothers has 

been in business for 

years

6 flavors
of pizza pockets

Bolli Bros hosts pizza 
parties for up to 

18 different pizza 
toppings offered

16 specialty 
pizzas

featured on the menu

“We are very laid-back and 
very friendly.”

—Mark Bollinger, Bolli Bros Pizza co-founder

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 210 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10
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F rom a Pink Pigeons Clay Shoot to Pink Light-
ing at Heritage Square Park, Katy is home to 
several breast cancer awareness events this fall. 

The Pink Ribbons Project, MD Anderson Cancer Cen-
ter and Willow Fork Country Club have coordinated 
activities to raise awareness and collect funds to help 
fight the disease that affects 1 in 8 American women. 

Aker Solutions sponsors Pink Ribbons’ fourth 
annual Pink Pigeons Clay Shoot on Sept. 26 at West-
side Sporting Grounds. The proceeds of the clay shoot, 
a clay-pigeon shooting event, benefit two breast can-
cer organizations: Pink Ribbons Project and Suites of 
Hope. Pink Ribbons Project, through dance and other 
arts, raises money to provide breast cancer screening to 
low-income women. 

Suites of Hope, a charitable, nonprofit organization, 
provides affordable housing for breast cancer patients 
who need to travel to MD Anderson Cancer Center to 
engage in clinical trials. 

“Pink Pigeons is an opportunity to make an impact 
and touch the lives of those that are affected by breast 
cancer,” said Cartiay McCoy, communications director 
for Pink Ribbons Project.

 On Oct. 11, Heritage Square Park will glow pink as 
MD Anderson Regional Care Center publicly honors 

and applauds local survivors with a tribute at its annual 
Pink Lighting event. Physicians and survivors will take 
the stage to talk about breast cancer. A Strike Through 
Cancer Wall will be set up so that survivors, patients 
and visitors can sign a message of tribute. 

All guests will receive a complimentary souvenir 
photo and pink glow necklaces. Houston’s popular vari-
ety band “Commercial Art” will entertain with vintage 
soul, classic rock and Latin rhythms. 

 Before the Pink Lighting event, Breast Friends—a 
cancer support group that meets monthly at Houston 
Methodist St. Catherine Hospital on South Fry Road—
will host a pre-party at Las Almedas Mexican Restau-
rant, in lieu of the monthly meeting.

On Oct. 24, Willow Fork Country Club will host its 
10th annual Breast Cancer Tennis/Golf Tournament 
and Awareness Luncheon fundraiser. The country club 
plans to donate the proceeds to Methodist Breast Can-
cer Center. 

“Last year, we donated $20,000 to Methodist [Breast 
Cancer Center], and they bought a new 3-D mammog-
raphy machine,” said Allyson Hoag, communications 
coordinator for Willow Fork Country Club. “This year, 
we plan to raise funds to help them build a new breast 
cancer center in their medical office building.” 

Local Katy organizations promote 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Events raise money for research, support to fight disease

HEALTH

Upcoming Events

The Pink Lighting event honors breast cancer survivors and patients. 
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By Julie Butterfield

 Pink Pigeons Clay Shoot
The event supports the Pink Ribbons Project and 
Suites of Hope. 7:30 a.m.–4 p.m. $750 (team), $150 

(single shooter). Westside Sporting Grounds, 10120 Pattison 
Road, Katy. 713-524-7465, ext. 806. 

 Pink Lighting Pre-Party
Breast Friends kicks off the “Pink Lighting” event 
with Mexican food. 4 p.m. Prices vary. Las Alamedas 

Mexican Restaurant, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. F140, 
Katy. 281-646-4371

Pink Lighting
Attendees gather for live music and a square lit up 
in tribute to breast cancer survivors and patients. 

7–9 p.m. Free. Heritage Square, LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy. 281-646-4371

10th annual Breast Cancer Tennis/Golf 
Tournament and Awareness Luncheon
The tournament raises funds for the Methodist 

Breast Cancer Center. 8 a.m.–3 p.m., 11 a.m. (lunch). $40. 
Willow Fork Country Club, 21055 Westheimer Parkway, Katy. 
281-579-6262

SEPT
26

OCT
11

OCT
11

OCT
24

K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F

home sweet home

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  H I G H  $ 1 0 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  |  A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D  |  P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  

Award-winning Katy and Lamar school districts  
provide quality education for all ages. 

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10 near the expanding  
Grand Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend  

of urban conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Whether casting a line across the lake,  
exploring scenic trails or relaxing poolside,  

Firethorne has something for everyone to enjoy.

220-623 Sept CommunityImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 9/12/14   3:54 PM
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Cremation 
Facts
Sherry Ahart-Davies 
Location Manager, 
Katy Funeral Home

Q: I know I want to be cremated, 
but I’m not sure I want a memorial 
service. Any advice?
A: In my experience, a funeral or  
memorial service can be very important 
for two reasons. First of all, your life 
is unique! Why not celebrate all you 
are and how much you meant to others? 
With cremation, you aren’t limited 
when it comes to memorialization or  
remembrance. Cremation provides a 
great deal of flexibility. A tribute of 
any kind can be held before or after 
the cremation has taken place and with 
or without the casket or urn present. The 
service itself can be as simple or elaborate 
as you choose. And whether you opt for 
a tribute with catering or calla lilies, it’s 
your special celebration and should reflect 
your life and your passions.  

Secondly, many people who don’t want 
a memorial service may not realize that 
a ceremony can help your loved ones 
begin to accept your passing. A memorial 
gives people who are close to you the 
time to come together and remember 
your life—and the chance to say good-
bye. Without such a service, people 
sometimes struggle to find the closure 
they will need. 

If you have more questions about your 
cremation options, visit your local 
funeral provider. They are a good 
source of information available to 
those choosing cremation. 

Sherry Ahart-Davies is the Location Manager 
at Katy Funeral Home, a member of the Dignity 
Memorial® network serving the Greater Houston 
community and families nationwide. Originally from 
St. Louis, Sherry has more than 20 years of expe-
rience providing families with compassionate care 
and professional service. She is an active member 
of the Katy Chamber of Commerce and KAEDC and 
is a Cinco Charities/Ballard House volunteer. For 
more information or any questions, contact Sherry 
at 281-395-7070 or Sherry.Ahart-Davies@Sci-us.com.

And whether you opt for a tribute 
with catering or calla lilies, it’s 

your special celebration and should 
reflect your life and your passions.

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, TX 77477
281-494-4567

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AuSTin • DALLAS • HouSTon • SAn AnTonio

biLLiArDFAcTory.comsigtheater.com

Home THeATer  
Power, 3Pc LeATHer SeT STArTing AT $1995

PARTNERS IN BUILDING has always been a part of Houston’s growth to the west. We have two neighborhoods in Cinco 
Ranch, and two neighborhoods in Cross Creek Ranch. Both of these communities are in Katy ISD with the renowned schools 
that helped fuel the growth in this sector of the city. And our one-of-a-kind BUILD ON YOUR LOT program is the perfect 
complement for those who find their own one-of-a-kind home site anywhere in the area.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

LUXURY. CUSTOM. WEST HOUSTON. WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

LUXURY IS PART OF 
EVERYTHING WE DO.



Katy Edition • September 2014 FEATURES  31

CORRIDOR

Spotlight
ESN Health

Spotlight
Connolly Dance Arts

ESN Health offers customers indi-
vidualized plans, which include fitness, 
nutrition and nutritional products.

“When we started our studio back in 
2008, we wanted people to know there’s 
a place to go where you can learn how 
to eat, where you can learn how to 
exercise and get your proper supple-
mentation all in one place,” owner 
Ryan Kobermann said. 

ESN’s training programs include 
one-on-one personal, two-on-one 
personal, outdoor boot camp, and semi-
private, small group. The business also 
provides fitness and nutrition coaching. 

A spotlight on independently owned 
businesses and a listing of businesses 
within the Villagio Town Center

281-395-0827 • Ste. 160
www.esn-online.com
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281-693-1232 • Ste. 300
www.connollydancearts.com
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Additional businesses within the Villagio Town Center

Compiled by Abigail Allen

Art Gallery

Babaloo Gallery
281-391-4167 • Bldg. A
www.babaloocafe.net

Child Care

Adventure Kids Playcare
281-769-2398 • Ste. 450
adventurekidsplaycare.com

Decor

R.J. & Burke Interior Designs
713-539-3895 • Ste. 410
designingforyourlifestyle.com

Simply Divine Interiors
832-437-3288 • Ste. 550B
www.simplydivineinteriors.com

com Dining

3 olives Italian Restaurant
832-437-4062 • Ste. 600
www.3oliveskaty.com

Babaloo International  
Cafe & Bar
281-391-4167 • Bldg. E
www.babaloocafe.net

Bistro 829
281-944-9906 • Bldg. E
www.bistrokaty.com

Orange Leaf Yogurt
832-437-5931 • Ste. 120
www.orangeleafyogurt.com

The Public House
281-395-3473 • Ste. 270
facebook.com/thepublichouse

Sweet & Salty
281-395-5065 • Ste. 670
www.sweetandsalty.com

Tokyo Steak & Sushi
281-391-8833 • Ste. 420
www.katytokyosteaksushi.com

Health & Beauty

De Vero Salon & Day Spa
281-347-2566 • Ste. 690
www.deverosds.com

Empire Vision One
281-395-2010 • Ste. 405
www.vision1eye.com

My Gym Station
888-694-9678 • Bldg. D
www.mygymstation.com

Steeplechase Pediatric 
Center
281-921-0590 • Ste. 560
www.steeplechasepedi.com

Villagio Family Dental
281-395-2100 • Ste. 500
www.katyfamilydentist.com

Retail

The Bookworm Shop
281-693-7323 • Ste. 650
www.bookwormshop.net

The Dancer’s Closet
281-693-2248 • Ste. 620
www.thedancersclosetkaty.com

Image Sun Tanning
281-371-8267 • Ste. 140
www.imagesun.com

Services

Charter Brokerage
281-599-1252 • Ste. 530
www.charterbrokerage.net

David Powers Homes
281-374-6637 • Ste. 412
www.homesbydavidpowers.com

Hodgson CPA
281-395-3606 • Ste. 555
www.hodgsoncpa.com

Katy Scholars
281-693-4350 • Bldg. D
www.katyscholars.com

Keller Williams Realty
281-220-2100 • Ste. 430
www.katytxhomes.com

Tradition Title
281-391-5900 • Ste. 415
www.traditiontitlecompany.com

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
281-396-8401 • Ste. 520
www.wellsfargo.com/mortgage
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Westheimer Pkwy.

Villagio Town Center
22764 Westheimer Parkway

Since it opened in 1990, Connolly 
Dance Arts has used dancing to help its 
students learn to express and discipline 
themselves in a positive environment.

“Dance classes provide the dancer 
with an outlet for their own self-
expression,” said Amber Gray, Con-
nolly Dance Arts musical theater 
instructor. “We inspire our children 
to break out of their shell and experi-
ence something new and exciting. Our 
teachers achieve this through positive 
feedback and encouragement.”

Classes are available for students 
ranging from 2 years old to over 18. 

Katy Rice Harvest Festival
October 11th & 12th

PARADE
OCTOBER 4TH

ENTERTAINMENT
ON 2 STAGES
photo contest
CRAFT BOOTHS

www.RiceHarvestFestival.org

Sat. 10am–12 midnight / Sun. Noon–6pm

In Historic Downtown Katy

Katy Rice Harvest Festival
34th Annual
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KATY AREA PET GUIDE

8  Pet Spa & Retreat* 
20660 Westheimer Parkway 
Katy • 281-492-7387 
www.petspaandretreat.com

9  Privileged Pets 
26701 Willow Lane 
Katy • 281-391-4343 
privilegedpets.com

10  Rover Oaks Pet Resort* 
24250 Kingsland Blvd. 
Katy • 281-693-7687 
www.roveroaks.com

11  St. Francis Animal Hospital 
and Pet Resort* 
1811 I-10, Ste. B  
Katy • 281-599-7387 
www.stfrancis-pets.com

12  Waggin Tails Pet Ranch* 
7631 Katy Fulshear Road 
Fulshear • 281-533-0500 
www.waggintailspetranch.com

SPOTLIGHT SPOTLIGHT

City of Katy Dog Park 
The city’s dog park is open every day from dawn to 
dusk. Dogs of all sizes can run about the park off leash.  
The park sits on 14 acres and featuring an oval walking 
path, dog wading pool, dog showers, and fountains for 
dogs and their owners. 5414 Franz Road, Katy.  
281-391-4840. www.cityofkaty.com

 Woof Gang Bakery 
This pet care franchise offers a wide array of products 
and services for dog owners, including healthy dog 
treats, toys, accessories and premium dog food brands, 
such as Acana, Fromm and Orijen. Woof Gang also 
provides grooming services. 1510 W. Grand Parkway 
S., Katy. 832-437-5313. www.woofgangbakery.com 

1 2

 24/7 emergency care 

13  All Pets Animal Hospital and 
24-Hour Emergency Service* 
24221 Kingsland Blvd. 
Katy • 281-392-7387 
www.allpetsanimalhospital.org

14  NHVS - Katy Animal 
Emergency and Specialty 
19450 Katy Freeway, Suite 200 
Katy • 281-675-6000 
www.nhvetspecialists.com

Dog parks

15  Canine Commons 
The Cross Creek Ranch park features 
separate small dog and large dog 
areas, pet wash station, pavilion with 
seating areas, and drinking fountains.
Flewellen Oaks Way, south of Fry 
Road entrance, Katy  
www.crosscreektexas.com/canine-
commons

Boarding/day care

3  Canine Country Club* 
1440 Katy Gap Road 
Katy • 281-693-3647 
www.mycaninecountryclub.com

4  Circle Lake Ranch Pet Resort* 
1134 FM 1463 
Katy • 281-395-4567 
www.katydogkennels.com

5  Dogs Day Inn Pet Resort* 
1771 Westgreen Blvd. 

Katy • 281-994-8026

6  Fireplug Bed and Bath* 
20701 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 103 
Katy • 281-646-7387 
www.fireplugbedandbath.com 

7  Mayde Creek Animal  
Health Center* 
3355 N. Fry Road, Katy  
Katy • 281-578-5449 
www.mcahc.com

Compiled by Abigail Allen Design by Mary-Ann Zykin

BEASCOUT.ORG
713-756-3349

Growing 
Up? 

Be Prepared. 

Join Cub 
Scouts and 
Start the 
Journey

Scouting prepares youth 
with an unbelievable 

adventure using valuable 
lessons in leadership, 

service and achievement.
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26  Everything Pet* 
3616 N. Fry Road 
Katy • 281-717-4060 
www.everythingpetsupplies.com

27  Katy Feed & Tack 
4650 Katy Hockley Cut Off Road 
Katy • 281-391-3333 
www.katyfeed.com

28  Natural Pawz Katy* 
27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 
Katy • 281-394-7297

29  Pawty Palace* 
1402 East Ave.  
Katy • 281-391-0023 
www.pawtypalace.com

30  Suburban Mutt* 
24210 Westheimer Parkway 
Katy • 281-574-4440 
www.suburbanmutt.com

*Also provides grooming services

If your locally owned pet store was not included, please email us at 
listings@impactnews.com so we can add the listing online.
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16  Millie Bush Dog Park 
The first dog park in Harris County, 
Millie Bush occupies 15 acres and 
features three small lakes. 16101 
Westheimer Pkwy., Katy. 281-496-2177 
www.pct3.hctx.net/parks/
milliebushdogpark.aspx

Groomers

17  Bubble Buddies Grooming 
3760 S. Mason Road 
Katy • 281-391-9483 
on.fb.me/1r51B4S

18  Bubbles Dog Grooming 
3616 N. Fry Road 
Katy • 281-579-0066

19  Clip N Tails 
1831 N. Mason Road 
Katy • 281-347-2888 
www.clipntailskatytx.com

20  Cute & Sassy Grooming Salon 
1340 Pin Oak Road 
Katy • 832-437-1580 
www.cuteandsassygrooming.com

21  Jenni’s Posh Pets 
515 S. Fry Road 
Katy • 832-284-3033 
www.facebook.com/jennisposhpets

22  Katy Grooming 
1603 N. Westgreen Blvd. 
Katy • 281-693-7297

23  Happy Tails Grooming 
1315 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 110E, 
Katy • 281-574-4314

Retail

24  Animal Tales* 
23930 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 115, 
Katy • 281-395-5525 
bit.ly/1ufvCPt

25  Cinco Ranch Aquariums 
1315 S. Grand Parkway, Ste. 113  
Katy • 713-518-6758 
www.cincoranchaquariums.com
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FUTURE OF 
THE ENERGY 

CORRIDOR

Friday, October 31 

 
Omni   Houston 

Westside
Katy   Freeway

 at   Eldridge

AGENDA
7-8am Breakfast & Networking

8-9:30am All-Star Speakers

9:30-10am Networking

Register now  
bisnow.com/EVENTS
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DINING

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions

Emergency, urgent 
care expanding in  
Cy-Fair community

The Bake Shoppe

CY-FAIR Health care providers in Cy-
Fair are attempting to address emergency 
services challenges through new locations 
and partnerships as the state struggles 
to keep up with increased demand that 
has come with population growth. 

Hospitals such as Memorial Hermann 
and North Cypress Medical Center are 
working to expand into fast-growth 
suburban areas as the need for emergency 
care increases. Both institutions have 
made expansion efforts in the Cy-Fair 
area a priority.

Designed to offer walk-in, extended-
hour medical service for children and 
adults, urgent care facilities are becoming 
more and more popular as alternatives to 
hospital emergency rooms, said Dr. Juliet 
Breeze, founder of Next Level Urgent Care, 
a company that offers a cash payment 
discount option for uninsured patients 
in addition to accepting all major health 

insurance providers. 
“There is going to be a response to the 

growing cost of health care,” Breeze said. 
“Traditional ERs still serve a very important 
purpose, but urgent cares are a more conve-
nient option for certain needs, often avail-
able at a cost five to 10 times less. More and 
more people are seeking them out.”
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

CY-FAIR Since she took over The Bake 
Shoppe in 2009, Melissa Newbould has 
worked to put her personal stamp on the 
restaurant, whether it be through unique 
decor or decadent homemade desserts. 

“I put my heart and soul into every-
thing here,” Newbould said. “When 
people come, I want them to feel like 
they’re not just at a cafe—I want it to be 
a place where they can bring their family 
and friends and make memories.” 

When Newbould took ownership of 
the restaurant, the walls were lined with 
deer heads, ring-tailed cats, ducks and a 
goose in full flight, which was nowhere 
close to her personal style, she said. 

Newbould took her love for antique 
shopping in the small town of Round Top 
and used it as inspiration for the restau-
rant’s decor, which is modeled after the 
style of the Junk Gypsy Company. 

“My husband went out of town for 
the weekend and begged me not to do 
anything different because the rule is 
that when you buy a restaurant you’re 
supposed to leave it the way it is for 
a year,” she said. “We worked until 5 
a.m., and I had gone crazy. I thought he 
would, too, after he saw the place, but 
after we did, it completely changed the 
whole restaurant.” 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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URGENT CARE
TO GO, OR NOT TO GO, TO

      TO GO
• Treatment of fractures and suturing cuts
• Providing intravenous drips
• X-ray and laboratory processing on-site

     NOT TO GO
• Treatment for chronic conditions such as 

diabetes or heart disease
• Going into labor
• Strokes or heart attacks 

HERE IS THE ANSWER

Source: Urgent Care Association of America
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Malcomson Rd.

12724 Grant Road
Cypress • 281-320-2253
www.bakeshoppeandcafe.com 
Hours: Mon. 10 a.m.–2 p.m., Tue.–Fri.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m.–3 p.m.  
Closed Sundays

It’s more than four walls and a roof. It’s the foundation for 
your future—to make memories in and to make all your own. 
It’s a place as unique as you, and TDECU is here to help with 

competitive, low rates and up to 103% financing available. 
How competitive? We guarantee to meet or beat any local 
competitor’s rate or we’ll give you $250 after closing. Apply 

today and let’s work on getting you home. 

Be YOU and Belong.

TDECU.org/mortgage    800.839.1154 x4614

WELCOMING ALL 
I-COULDN’T-DREAM- 
OF-ANY-PLACE-ELSE- 
TO-CALL-HOME BUYERS

Be you. Belong.

Credit approval required. Certain terms and conditions may apply. Additional loan options available for primary residence, second home and investment 
properties. The offer for payment of closing costs applies to new purchases only. We require a Truth in Lending and a Good Faith Estimate from the 
competitor in order to compare, and a copy of the closing HUD1 statement in order to receive the $250 if we can’t meet or beat your qualified rate. 
Federally insured by NCUA. 0814-A7531

7531_PrintMorgageDeliverable__Katy_v3.indd   1 8/22/14   3:43 PM
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SUGAR LAND In an effort to increase 
railroad traffic efficiency, Union Pacific 
Corp. has begun construction on its 
Glidden Subdivision line that runs 
from Houston to San Antonio. Union 
Pacific began Phase 1 of the project, 
which includes installation of a sec-
ond railroad line alongside Hwy. 90 
in Sugar Land, in early August. 

“We’re seeing a lot of expansion here 
in Texas just because of the growth in the 
economy,” said Jeff DeGraff, director of 
corporate relations and media for Union 
Pacific. “If you look at the railroad and 
railroad expansion, it’s tied to economic 
development. There’s a need for it, and we 
want to address that need. [This project is] 
moving higher on the priority list.”

Phase 1 of construction is expected to 
be complete in spring 2015 before mov-
ing into Phase 2, which includes laying 
additional railroad track. 

Each phase of construction is geared 
toward expanding Union Pacific’s capacity 
because of a surge in increased business 
activity and development in southeast 
Texas, DeGraff said.

“We’re looking to improve this rail line 
because we’re seeing a good bit of traffic 
with increased development,” he said. “It 
will increase capacity for us, and it will 
increase efficiency.” 
Full story by Connor Hyde
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

Union Pacific Railroad 
gains steam through 
Sugar Land

TOP STORIES

Spring Skate Park
SPRING After five years of plan-
ning and $3 million in construction 
costs, Spring is now home to the larg-
est skate park in North America and 
second largest skate park in the world. 

Sally Bradford, executive director for 
the Greenspoint Redevelopment Author-
ity, conceived the idea of the Spring Skate 
Park after asking a group of teenagers in 
2009 what they wanted to see in Spring. 

“A lot of the kids up in this area, they 
don’t have the funds to play tennis or 
golf or enroll in Little League,” Bradford 
said. “They can go to a skate park with 
a skateboard and a helmet, and they’re 
set. [They] have a safe environment to 
skate in instead of ravines or empty 
shopping centers.”

Funded through a Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zone as part of the new 
10-acre Spring Recreational Area, con-
struction on the skate park began in Jan-
uary 2013. The skate park features more 
than 75,000-square-feet of skate surface 
area that includes a competition-scale 
bowl with a full pipe as well as a 12-foot 
vertical ramp, 10-foot bowl, banked walls 
and speed hips, Bradford said.

The park has already gained inter-
national attention from shoe and skate 
apparel company Vans as well as skate-
boarding legend Steve Olson.
Full story by Connor Hyde
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        Rankin Rd.

12351 Kuykendahl Road, Houston 
www.facebook.com/SpringTexasSkatePark 
Hours: Mon. 8 a.m.–10 p.m., Wed.–Sat.  
8 a.m. –10 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
Closed Tuesdays

Spring Skate Park

  

  

JOINT 
PAIN

Contact a Memorial Hermann Joint Center. 
And start living pain free.

Call 713.272.1888 or visit jointpain.memorialhermann.org 
for more information or to make an appointment.

Staying active is key to staying healthy. That’s why Joint Center 
specialists use the most advanced treatments to get you moving 
again. From new prescription options, to minimally invasive 
surgical interventions, our affiliated body of experts is ready to 
help you find the best path to the life you want to live. 

TAKE THE FIRST STEP 

IN ELIMINATING
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faster than you can build a school,” Frailey 
said. “That’s why you have other strategies 
in place.”

Adjusting attendance boundaries is one 
way the district has coped with the increas-
ing student population. Frailey said KISD 
has made it a priority to make sure all of its 
campuses have high-quality instruction.

“You have to make certain that you have 
quality instructional practices across the 
district, period,” he said. “So when you 
do have to do things, such as adjust atten-
dance boundaries, students are still get-
ting the same quality of education across 
the board.” 

To that end, the KISD board voted this 
summer to raise teacher salaries, particu-
larly for teachers who have been with the 
district for several years.

“We really wanted to try to reward the 
teachers who’ve been with us beyond five 
years,” Frailey said.

Auxiliary staff, such as bus drivers, 
received pay raises as well. Frailey said the 
district hopes the pay raise will help retain 
current staff, while attracting new staff 
that will be needed.

Because health insurance costs are ris-
ing, KISD is devoting a larger portion of 
its budget to employee health care costs, 
so premiums do not rise.

In addition to working to recruit and 
maintain high-quality instructors and 
staff, Frailey said the district constantly 
examines how facilities are being used. 

“You evaluate programs because each 
program takes up space so you sometimes 
have to move them from one site to another 
site to free up classroom space,” he said. 
“You want to make certain that you utilize 
facilities as efficiently as possible.”

Paying for growth
In many cases, Smith said fast-grow-

ing districts struggle to raise the funds to 
accommodate all of their new students 
without also raising property taxes again 
and again.

“Districts like Katy ISD that are grow-
ing at really significant rates, they need the 

state to bring in more assistance,” she said. 
“The state is decreasing the amount of sup-
port they’re providing for local communi-
ties, and the local communities are having 
to pick up the tab.”

Smith said that FGSC has several priori-
ties for the upcoming 2015 legislative ses-
sion. The coalition hopes to see funding 
restored for the New Instructional Facilities 
allotment, which was cut in 2011. The allot-
ment provided new schools with $250 per 
student, which helped new campuses cover 
the costs of supplies like desks and books. 

FGSC is also in favor of increasing the 
Existing Debt Allotment, which essen-
tially buys down property taxes for rapidly 
growing districts, Smith said.

State Rep. John Zerwas said the ongoing 
education finance lawsuit in Texas makes 
funding public education complicated. 
However, Zerwas said, he is confident the 
Legislature will be able to adequately fund 
education next session. 

“We know it’s an obligation we have, 
and it’s the best investment of money that 
we can do to make sure our children get 
a good start on their education,” he said.

So far, KISD has benefited from rising 
property values, Frailey said. New homes 
are frequently high-value, while existing 
home values are rising when reappraised. 
This allows the district to receive more 
revenue from property taxes without the 
tax rate going up.

Fast-growing districts that receive the 
vast majority of their property tax revenue 
from residential rather than commercial 
property can face additional hurdles in 
raising enough property tax to accommo-
date new students, Smith said. 

KISD, however, receives taxes from 
commercial properties as well, from mom 
and pop businesses to international cor-
porations.  

“Folks want to be here because we have a 
highly educated community and Katy ISD 
is the No. 1 attraction once they come to 
Texas,” Frailey said. “The growth is great on 
one hand, but it does create challenges.”

Katy ISD
Continued from | 1

Katy High School

DESTINATION DISTRICTS
The Fast Growth School Coalition is a grassroots organization led by 
Texas superintendents focused on influencing the state’s educational 
funding and policy priorities to aid rapidly growing school districts such 
as Katy ISD. The coalition refers to districts that are attracting the majority 
of the state’s new students as destination districts.

About  

80,000 
enter Texas public  
schools every year.

80%  
of new students are moving 
to fewer than 10 percent of 
the state’s districts.

In the past 10 years, Katy ISD’s enrollment 
has gone up almost 60 percent— from 42,000 students  

to 67,000 students. 

Source: Fast Growth School Coalition

Katy Elementary
Katy Junior High

Wolfe Elementary

TIMELINE OF KATY ISD’S  
SCHOOL OPENINGS

’60s
1947 1965

1969
’40s

Katy ISD has opened 23 of its  
68 campuses in the last decade.

Call Today  
(713) 422-2209

homemaintenanceofhouston.com

Appliance Installation | Door Installation Repair 
Pressure Washing | Sheetrock | Roof Repairs
 Fence and Gate | Sprinkler Systems | Lawn 

Maintenance Window Repairs | Painting
and Much More!

Professional Handyman 
and Maintenance 

Services for The Greater 
Houston area.

FIRST APPOINTMENT

RECEIVE  $50 OFF

Find related stories at impactnews.com.  
Keyword Search

Katy ISD, education, fast-growth, budget
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BUILDING A SCHOOL

Source: Katy ISD

Once a new campus is approved, the land is purchased 
and the design is finalized, it takes approximately…

14 months  
to build an elementary school

18 months  
to build a junior high

28 months  
to build a high school

GROWTH PROJECTIONS

Sources: Population and Survey Analysts, Fast Growth School Coalition

Katy ISD is projected to grow between 3–4 percent per year. 
According to demographic studies, KISD’s enrollment will 
increase by more than 10,000 students by 2018.

Fast Growth School Coalition 
membership criteria:

• Enrollment of at least 2,500 students  
 during the previous school year.

• Enrollment growth over the last five 
 years of at least 10 percent, or a net  
 increase of at 3,500 students.

69,857

72,668

78,028

80,710

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

’10s’90s

’80s

’70s

Cimarron Elementary
Mayde Creek Junior High

Nottingham Country Elementary
Winborn Elementary

Memorial Parkway Junior High
Sundown Elementary

Mayde Creek Elementary

Mayde Creek High School 

Golbow Elementary
Pattison Elementary

1980

1981

1982

1983
1984
1989

Creech Elementary
McMeans Junior High
Williams Elementary

Cinco Ranch Junior High
King Elementary

Schmalz Elementary

Kilpatrick Elementary
Morton Ranch Junior High

Beckendorff Junior High
Exley Elementary
Franz Elementary

2000

2001

2003

2004

Morton Ranch High School
Rhoads Elementary
Rylander Elementary

Seven Lakes High School

Griffin Elementary

Stephens Elementary
WoodCreek Elementary

Cardiff Junior High
Holland Elementary
Morton Ranch Elementary
WoodCreek Junior High

Stanley Elementary

2004

2005
2006
2007

2008

2009

West Memorial Elementary

West Memorial Junior High

Bear Creek Elementary
Hutsell Elementary
Memorial Parkway Elementary
Taylor High School

1974
1976
1978

McDonald Junior High

Fielder Elementary

Hayes Elementary

Beck Junior High

McRoberts Elementary

Alexander Elementary

Cinco Ranch High School

1991
1993
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

’00s

Seven Lakes Junior High
Shafer Elementary
Wilson Elementary

Tompkins High School

Davidson Elementary
Randolph Elementary

2012

2013
2014

Autism Services and Behavior Therapy

The Shape Of Behavior
 20718 Park Row • Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832-358-2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

 In Clinic Treatment  Social Skills  Shadowing  Diagnostic Services

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been 
in business since 2000. 

Source: Katy ISD
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MUDs
Continued from | 1

trails, and a lot of them take on projects in 
the community where they adopt a neigh-
borhood elementary school and provide 
playground equipment.”

Districts council efforts
Founded in 2003, the Katy Area Eco-

nomic Development Council seeks to offer a 
network of resources for existing businesses 
and attract new companies to the growing 
area, KAEDC President Lance LaCour said. 
In 2011, the KAEDC launched the Katy Area 
Districts Council as a special committee to 

offer educational programs and promote 
networking among the elected five-member 
MUD boards, commissioners of emergency 
services districts and other special purpose 
districts, LaCour said.

The districts council is funded in a simi-
lar way to the KAEDC through two levels 
of membership, including an associate title 
for an annual fee of $1,000 and a strategic 
partner title for $5,000 per year, LaCour 
said. The districts council is made up of 10 
special purpose district members with two 
more pending approval, he said.

“[The districts council helps] maxi-
mize the efficiencies of operations, water 
and wastewater management programs, 

disaster planning and response implemen-
tation plans, parks and trails networks and 
educational programs focused on local and 
regional issues of importance to the Katy 
area,” LaCour said.

The population of each MUD is esti-
mated through water utility connections, 
ranging from a few hundred to several 
thousand depending on the area, Lawler 
said. The districts council typically holds 
monthly meetings and an educational sem-
inar every other month to discuss commu-
nity improvement projects and attracting 
new businesses to the area, Lawler said.

Under financial regulations set by the state 
of Texas, Lawler said MUDs receive funding 

from property and MUD taxes collected in 
the district as well as sales tax revenue from 
retail and commercial businesses. 

Some MUDs in the Katy area with tracts 
of commercial development are able to enter 
into a strategic partnership agreement to 
split 1 cent of sales tax revenue with the city 
of Houston and use the half-cent to fund 
local projects in the area, Lawler said. The 
agreement allows MUDs to continue oper-
ating in the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction 
without being annexed by Houston.

Improvement projects
Lawler said Interstate MUD—located 

between I-10 and Mason Creek—is one of 

CIMARRON MUD

FRY ROAD MUD MEMORIAL MUD

INTERSTATE MUD

Cimarron MUD is a hub for new retail and commercial businesses 
with Costco Wholesale, the developing Grand Crossing shopping 
center and a new apartment complex under construction nearby. 
In the coming months, Cimarron MUD will carry out nearly $1 million 
in improvements to two water plants in the area, two sewer lift station 
enhancements estimated to cost $250,000 and the construction of a detention 
pond by Grand Crossing to be completed in 2015. A $200,000 landscaping 
beautification project is underway on both sides of the underpass at Kingsland 
Boulevard and the Grand Parkway, which should be complete this fall.

The Westgreen Park Home Owners 
Association is working with the Memorial MUD 
to develop plans and fund the construction 
of an estimated $300,000, 3.5-acre park at 
Pointed Oak Lane and Westgreen Boulevard 
within the next few years. Long-term plans for 
the park include parking spaces, walking trails, 
picnic areas, irrigation and a pavilion.

Fry Road MUD has completed several improvement projects over the 
past few years, including installing trails, a district administration 
building and a new playground shade structure at Sundown 
Elementary School. The MUD also frequently donates to the Westlake 
Volunteer Fire Department. The board is surveying residents this fall to 
determine a demand and potential cost for additional projects in the near 
future, such as a community fence replacement program, dog park, 
installation of lighting on the hike and bike trail and subsidizing the 
replacement of home plumbing fixtures with water efficient models. 

Interstate MUD is finalizing the nine-year 
construction of the $5 million, 7.4-acre Rick Rice 
Park by the end of 2015. The park features the Barry 
J. Kaplan pedestrian bridge over Mason Creek, Laskey 
Baker Memorial Garden, CanCare Plaza to honor cancer 
survivors and volunteers, Veteran’s Memorial Plaza and 
lake with a 24-hour fountain. The park will break ground 
in spring 2015 on a new multiuse urban Francesca’s 
Garden that will encompass water features, roses, an 
exhibition area and open space. In addition, the MUD 
has constructed several sidewalks along roadways near 
Taylor High School as well as roadway underpasses for 
trails and landscaping along Mason Creek.

After narrow voter approval of a $29 million bond in 
November 2011, the Willow Fork Drainage District has 
completed and planned for several improvement projects 
within the estimated eight MUDs in the district. 

a. The first phase of the bond totaled $5.9 million in community 
projects, including the construction of trails, the $1.7 million 
Central Green Park at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch and $1 million 
for new outdoor classrooms and playground equipment at 10 Katy 
ISD schools in 2013. 

b. The second phase of the bond consists of $9.8 million to fund 
a 32-acre park north of Cinco Ranch High School, the completion 

of Exploration Park and additional trail improvements to be 
completed in late summer 2015. The park will feature a 10-acre 
lake, trails, a disc golf course, pavilion with picnic tables, 280 
parking spots and a new road built near Cinco Ranch Boulevard. 
In addition, the district is installing two pedestrian bridges totaling 
$550,000 in spring 2015, including one behind and one west of 
Cinco Ranch High School.

c. A plan for the third phase of the bond is in its early planning 
stages with no estimated cost yet. The district is planning to 
widen the diversion channel to allow the stream to meander 
through the area with the addition of native grasses, trails and 
environmental plaques.

Several water, sewer, environmental and transportation improvement projects 
have been completed, are underway or will soon break ground in municipal 
utility districts in the Katy area. The multimillion dollar projects are designed 
to enhance the quality of life for residents and attract new development.

A GREENER FUTURE

What MUD residents need to know 
An important aspect of homeownership within a MUD is being familiar with its board of 
directors. A five-member board of directors, which runs like a city council, oversee the 
operation of the MUD, including selling bonds to finance projects, approving water and 
sewer contracts and overseeing consultants. MUD boards hire a number of consultants 
on contract to run its district, such as a financial advisor, engineer, attorney, operator 
and tax collector.

The initial MUD board is made up of members who have been appointed by the 
developer or attorney and are more often than not, non-residents. Elections for 
board members are held on even-numbered years for a four-year term.

For prospective homebuyers, it is important to review the history of a MUD before 
purchasing a home to find out what the tax rate is and what bonds have been 
passed. MUD taxes include maintenance and operation fees and debt service. 
Maintenance and operation refers to water and sewage, but can also include 
services, such as trash, fire and police protection and recreational facilities, if 
available. The debt service portion pays debt related to tax bonds that were 
issued. MUD taxes are in addition to county property taxes, which could 
mean a higher tax rate comparative to living in a city that has low property 
tax rates.
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Sources: Officials with individual MUDs, KAEDC, KADC and Willow Fork Drainage District
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the top entities in the area for commercial 
development and community projects. 

Rick Ellis, board director for the Inter-
state MUD, said the $5 million, 7.4-acre 
Rick Rice Park has been under various 
stages of construction for nine years and 
will be completed between the borders of 
I-10, Mason Road, Westgreen and King-
sland boulevards by the end of 2015. The 
park will break ground on a new multiuse 
urban garden that will encompass water 
features, roses, an exhibition area and open 
space in spring 2015. 

“We are continually working with Har-
ris County on beautification projects in our 
MUD,” Ellis said. “We have built sidewalks 
along perimeter roads to enable pedestri-
ans to safely get around the area. We have 
also created roadway underpasses for jog-
ging and walking trails along Mason Creek, 
and we have landscaped the banks of 
Mason Creek.”

Richard Ward, board president for the 
Willow Fork Drainage District, said the 
district consists of about eight MUDs, 
including several in the Cinco Ranch area, 
that seek to establish flood control and 
carry out several green space projects. Vot-
ers in the district narrowly approved an 
estimated $29 million bond in November 
2011 to construct several trails and recre-
ational facilities. 

The first phase of the bond included 
$5.9 million devoted to several improve-
ment projects completed last year, includ-
ing the $1.7 million Central Green Park 

at LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, $1 million 
in outdoor classroom and playground 
improvements at 10 schools in Katy ISD 
and the construction of several trails. 

The second phase of the bond consists of 
$9.8 million to fund a 32-acre park north 
of Cinco Ranch High School in conjunc-
tion with Katy ISD and Fort Bend County 
as well as the completion of Exploration 
Park, south of Creech Elementary School, 
and additional trail improvements to be 
completed in late summer 2015, Ward said.

“We feel very positive about [the park 
improvements],” Ward said. “We think it’s 
going to enhance the property values out 
here for the residents of the area.”

David Aitken, CEO of the Katy-based 
IT consulting firm Blue Umbrella and 
board director for the Cimarron MUD, 
said Cimarron—located near the corner 
of the Grand Parkway and I-10—is poised 
for significant development. 

Accordingly, the MUD is planning for 
new improvement projects to begin this 
fall and be completed in 2015. These proj-
ects include improvements to two water 
plants and sewer lift stations as well as 
the completion of an estimated $200,000 
landscaping beatification project and 
detention pond near the Grand Crossing 
shopping center.

With a Costco Wholesale location and 
developing retail centers, Aitken said the 
Cimarron MUD typically receives any-
where from $30,000 to $70,000 each month 
in sales tax revenue through an agreement 

with the city of Houston to help fund 
improvement projects. 

Through Blue Umbrella, Aitken said 
he works with several MUDs in the area, 
including Memorial MUD and Harris 
County MUD 81, to increase transparency 
with residents by helping to create websites 
for the MUDs, direct mail pieces and email 
alerts for community notices.

“I think keeping the community, espe-
cially the taxpayers, informed of what’s 
going on is kind of our responsibility,” Ait-
ken said. “I don’t say that as a director—I 
say that as a resident. I have the fortunate 
vantage point of being on both sides of 
the table.”

Future development 
As for the future of the districts 

council, LaCour said he hopes to 
double membership levels in 2015 
to include about 20 MUDs and 
continue coordinating the efforts 
of additional MUDs in the Katy 
area in the future. LaCour said 
it is important for residents liv-
ing outside of the city limits 
to understand the function of 
MUDs since they play such a 
vital role in the development 
and growth of residential 
and commercial areas in the 
community. 

“The future looks bright 
for the districts council,” 
LaCour said. “It will serve 

Becoming a MUD
Rick Lawler, president of the Katy Area 
Districts Council, said there are two ways 

to form a new municipal utility district. 
Developers or officials can petition the state 
Legislature with lawyers to draft and approve 
the registration of a MUD in a particular area 

or file a request with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. Some of the 86 MUDs 
in the Katy area have existed for decades while 
others are more recently established, Lawler said.

“I personally believe a MUD is the most effective 
tool anyone in your community can have,” Lawler 
said. “There’s just nothing better. If you have 
five people on that board that really understand 

that world, they can do amazing things for your 
community. We could not possibly grow as fast as we 
are if MUD districts didn’t exist—no doubt about it.”

39

as a place to foster cooperation, education 
and explore best practices for MUDs and 
districts for the improvement of quality of 
life and places in the Katy area.”

The Reserve  
at Katy

New Amenity Center  
Opening Soon! 

From the mid-$400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
Fully Furnished Model  

Home for Sale!
(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates

Gated New Home  
Sites Released!

From the mid-$600s
(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. BUILDER magazine, May 2014. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Homes Available for 
QUICK DELIVERY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Elaine Eve� tt ’s
LIGHTING

Lighting • Decorative Hardware

Decorative Plumbing • Mirrors & Art

Accessories (including Fall & Christmas)

The fi rst & only full service lighting showroom in Katy! 
Visit our new showroom for fabulous fall fi nds!

9727 Spring Green Blvd. | Suite 500 | Katy, TX 77494 | 713.554.3915 | eelights.net

Mention this ad for an additional 
15% off any single item.

Offer expires 11/30/14. Discount cannot be 
combined with any other offer. 

Limit one per customer.

Tues-Sat 9am-6pm

What types of improvement projects would you like to see 
implemented more often in your municipal utility district?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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Governor’s Place is located between 
Kingsland Boulevard and I-10. Built in 
1998, the 490 home community features a 
swimming pool and tennis courts. Home 
values range from $155,000–$263,000. The 
community is developed with mature trees 
and convenient access to the Grand Parkway 
and I-10. Homes are zoned to Katy ISD. 
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Market Data
On the market  (September 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 54/46 8/39 9/24 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 89/59 8/41 15/35 3/27

$200,000–$299,999 – 19/56 49/44 44/54 90/54

$300,000–$399,999 6/17 4/33 38/39 16/87 150/64

$400,000–$499,999 7/38 – 9/34 15/112 109/66

$500,000–$599,999 2/40 – 11/48 3/61 92/88

$600,000–$799,999 3/72 1/60 4/43 5/77 53/100

$800,000–$999,999 2/101 – – 2/82 11/81

$1 million + 3/130 – 5/63 4/57 14/90

REAL ESTATE

Governor’s Place, 77450

22919 Glenover Drive  $249,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,344 sq. ft.
Agent: Denise Aucoin
Keller Williams Premier Realty 832-599-1333

522 Earls Court  $230,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,361 sq. ft.
Agent: Karen Karapasha
Real Living Karapasha Realty 281-599-6590

23034 Chelsen Bridge Lane $239,000

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,592 sq. ft.
Agent: Chuck Bremholm
Re/Max Cinco Ranch  281-723-6400

206 Billingford Drive  $245,000

4–5 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,888 sq. ft.
Agent: Rick Martinez
Re/Max Cinco Ranch  281-646-2143

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 09/10/14

Build-out year: 1998

Number of homes in community: 490

Square footage: 1,675–3,550

Home values: $155,000–$263,000

HOA dues (estimated): $572 annually 

Amenities: Community swimming pool; 
community tennis courts

Schools: West Memorial Elementary, Cimarron 
Elementary, West Memorial Junior High, Katy  
High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Katy ISD  1.52660 
Harris County   0.41455 
HC Flood Control District  0.02827 
Port of Houston Authority  0.01716 
HC Hospital District  0.17000
HC Department of Education  0.00636 
Cimarron MUD  0.57000 
HC Emergency Service District 48  0.09200

Total (per $100 value) 2.8249

12

Homes on 
the market*

$6,415 

Median annual 
property taxes

$227,123

Median 
home value

31

Average days 
on the market*

5

Homes under 
contract*

$88.70

Median price 
per square foot

And Who Should I Trust?
It’s been said that most Sellers want the 
same fi ve things:

They want the highest price possible…
in the shortest amount of time…with 
the least amount of inconvenience.  They 
also want to have good communication 
between themselves and the agent they 
hire and they would like to see a diligent 
eff ort by the Realtor.

The professionals at Coldwell Banker 
United, REALTORS are focused on using 
their expertise, their dedication, their 
relocation and brand leadership, and any 
other skills that will help Sellers. What 
they can also do is be honest, provide 
the necessary information to make 
good decisions and then deliver on their 
promises.

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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from $200s-Millions . crosscreektexas.com
     facebook.com/crosscreektexas . 281.344.9882 

2013 GHBA
Developer of the Year

20
MODEL HOMES

CROSS CREEK RANCH

If you have ever 
decorated for the 
holidays or if you

are wanting a
new home for

the holidays, this is
the place to be.  

Tour 20 professionally 
decorated model homes. 

Each home will 
surprise you! 

Forget Pinterest
and Martha Stewart! 

Bring your cameras and let 
your imagination flow!

professionally decorated 
for the holidays!

HigHland . lennar . newmark . Perry Homes . sitterle . trendmaker . Village Builders

Luxury Builders: aVanti . darling . Huntington . Partners in Building

5TH ANNUAL FULSHEAR

5TH ANNUAL FULSHEAR

SCARECROW
fest

OCT 18  11am-4pm  Free Admission
FULSHEAR SCARECROW FESTIVAL

 Featuring
Oct 4-26

K
ATY

 E
D

ITIO
N


