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Job market thrives as companies expand

Measure would fund second stadium, new campuses

New, growing businesses bring diverse employment opportunities

Katy ISD places $748 
million bond on ballot

Katy ISD bought land at Peek and Stockdick School roads with previous bond 
money. If the Nov. 4 bond passes, three schools will be built on the site.

By Marie Leonard 
Katy ISD could see the addi-

tion of six new schools, a sec-
ond district stadium and a slew 
of major campus renovations 
in the next five years if voters 
approve a $748 million bond 
referendum on the Nov. 4 ballot. 

District administrators saw the 
need for a bond election primar-
ily to keep up with future growth 
in the community, Superinten-
dent Alton Frailey said. Demo-
graphic firm Population Survey 
Analysts has projected KISD 
will grow from 70,000 to 80,000 
students by 2018 and 94,000 stu-
dents by 2023. 

“This bond will address our 
needs over the next three years,” 
Frailey said. “We are going to 
add another 3,000 new students 
each year, and we have to find 
a way to accommodate that 
growth and meet the demand.” 

The bond package 
The KISD board of trust-

ees called for an election Aug. 
18 following a recommenda-
tion from a 227-member bond 

committee in July. 
“[The committee] was a 

diverse group of people with dif-
ferent temperaments, talents and 
convictions who came together 
to reach a consensus on the 
needs for facilities to support the 
growth coming to Katy,” board 
President Bryan Michalsky said. 

The recommendation comes 
less than a year after voters 
denied a $99 million bond pack-
age that would have funded a 
second stadium and agriculture 
center. However, committee 
chairman Keith Carmichael said 
he believes voters will turn out 
in favor of the 2014 bond. 

“This bond adds 8,890 class-
room seats to Katy ISD to accom-
modate those new students,” he 
said. “Because of that, I think 
people will realize we need to get 
out and do something.” 

Nearly 50 percent of the bond 
package would fund the addi-
tion of six new schools, includ-
ing three elementary schools, 
two junior high schools and one 
high school. 

Several of the schools—some 

By Kelli Ainsworth
When multinational defense company 

BAE Systems announced last year that it 
would close its Sealy location, hundreds of 
area workers were faced with the threat of 
becoming another unemployment statistic. 
However, Workforce Solutions, an area career 
services agency, stepped in and held a job fair 
specifically for these workers that were facing 
lay-offs. With so many companies based in, 
moving to or expanding in the Katy area, BAE 
workers were not between jobs for long, said 
Susan Dixon with Workfoce Solutions.

“All along the I-10 corridor, businesses are 
expanding, and they need new people,” she 

said, “They’re just growing. Business is doing 
well in Katy.”   

The Katy Area Economic Development 
Council projects Katy’s working population to 
increase from 136,000 to more than 164,000 
by 2018. The EDC projects that median house-
hold incomes will rise as well, from an average 
$111,657 to $127,188 by 2018.

While the oil and gas sector is still the indus-
try that employs a large share of Katy’s labor 
market, there are jobs to be had in Katy in a 
variety of industries. Oil and gas continues to 
draw residents to Katy. These residents create 
greater demand for retail, education, health 

of which could open by 2016—
would be located on the northern 
side of the district to keep up with 
future projected student growth. 

“With the Grand Parkway 
expanded from I-10 to Hwy. 
290, that has opened up a whole 
new mobility option through the 
northern part of our district,” 
Michalsky said. “We expect the 
next big growth [spurt] to come 
from that area.”

The bond package also calls 
for several facility expansions, 
including build-out at the Miller 
Career and Technology Cen-
ter and office expansions at five 
junior high schools. New buses, 
portables and construction ser-
vices for the new schools are 

included as well. 
“I’ve seen Katy grow in leaps 

and bounds in a way a Taylor 
High School grad never thought 
possible,” board member Ashley 
Vann said. “It shows why my hus-
band and I came back, and this is 
the one place we decided to raise 
our family. I think [the bond] will 
help Katy with our growth.” 

If approved, the bond package 
could require up to a half-cent 
property tax increase. A home 
valued at $200,000 would pay 
about $10 more a year under 
this scenario, Frailey said. KISD’s 
tax rate has remained steady at 
$1.5266 per $100 of valuation 
since the 2007-08 school year. 

K
el

ly
 H

am
m

o
ns

See KISD bond | 32

See Employment | 35

KATY’S WORKFORCE

40%
of Katy’s residents 
have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher

26.5%
Katy Area residents commute outside the area for work

(Census 2012)

30.8
Average commute

minutes

Source: Katy Area EDC

In case you missed it

Sign up to receive our free 
weekly e-newsletter at 

impactnews.com/e-newsletter

Nearly half of Katy’s workforce is college educated, 
and most work in the area. 
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EVERYONE
IS

GETTING
ON

BOARD

18915 San Saba Creek Circle       Cypress, TX 77433       281.256.2772       TOWNELAKETEXAS.COM

Here at Towne Lake, 
we know our community is an incredible place to live and play…

but more and more people are starting to recognize it, too. 

Towne Lake was recently named one of the nation’s

TOP SELLING MASTER-PLANNED COMMUNITIES
in RCLCO’s mid-year report with the highest 12 month growth rate 

of all communities in the US.

So come see what all the talk is about –
visit us online or stop by our Welcome Center today! 

CALD-0059_Top Selling Print Ad.pdf   1   8/12/14   9:31 AM
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Bluejack National is a modern interpretation of a classic private club and community. Designed for modern 

families and discerning professionals, Bluejack National provides elegant, casual living in a world-class setting.

To learn more about membership or real estate opportunities, 
V I S I T  B L U E J A C K N A T I O N A L . C O M O R  C A L L  8 6 6 . 8 1 0 . 5 8 8 5

4 4 3 0  S .  F M 1 4 8 6   |   M O N T G O M E R Y,  T X  7 7 3 1 6

I’ve never seen land with this kind of
movement in Texas. We have a rare 
opportunity at Bluejack National to 
create a private club and community 
experience unlike any other. – TIGER WOODS”

“

All amenities are proposed and are subject to change. No portion of Bluejack is currently being offered for sale or lease. These materials are provided for information purposes only and
are not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy or lease real estate at Bluejack. Developer is only accepting non-binding reservations at this time. No sale or lease
of real estate may occur at this time.

IN T ROD UC ING :

BJ Tiger 10x12.25 NEWS_.  8/19/14  9:48 AM  Page 1
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Once more, just to clarify,
 daily fatigue is not normal.

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE HEALTH ASSESSMENT.  

888-890-8611 • hotzehwc.com/impact

Since 1989, the Hotze Health & Wellness Center has helped over 30,000 patients 
regain their health and vitality by utilizing all-natural, bioidentical products that restore 

hormones to optimal levels, strengthen immune systems, and increase energy levels. 
We replace what is missing. It’s that simple.

CLIENT: Hotze Health & Wellness Center
FILE NAME: 14HTZ130_CommImp_Katy_HalfPg_h_Fatigue_GTP
TITLE: “Daily Fatigue”
PRODUCED BY: Acme Fish
SPECS: 10” x 6.04”, 4C (non-bleed)
MEDIA: Community Impact Katy (Half Page - Horizontal Ad)
DATE: 8/17/14

PARTNERS IN BUILDING has always been a part of Houston’s growth to the west. We have two neighborhoods in Cinco 
Ranch, and two neighborhoods in Cross Creek Ranch. Both of these communities are in Katy ISD with the renowned schools 
that helped fuel the growth in this sector of the city. And our one-of-a-kind BUILD ON YOUR LOT program is the perfect 
complement for those who find their own one-of-a-kind home site anywhere in the area.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

LUXURY. CUSTOM. WEST HOUSTON. WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

LUXURY IS PART OF 
EVERYTHING WE DO.
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This is an exciting 
month for Community 
Impact Katy. August 
marks the end of our 
second year in the 
Katy community, and 
we are so proud to 
be able to provide an 
expanded issue packed 
with hyperlocal content 
for our Katy readers. 
School zones are back 
in force, and Katy ISD’s 

board of trustees has called a $748 million bond 
election for the Nov. 4 ballot. On Page 32, we have 
provided detailed information and graphics to help 
you become better acquainted with the details of the 
proposed bond so that you can make an informed 
decision when you go to the polls. We will be follow-
ing up on this story in our October issue so please 

email us any questions, comments or concerns you 
have about the bond. 

Also on November’s ballot, voters statewide will 
weigh in on the Texas Transportation Funding 
Amendment, which would divert funds from oil and 
gas tax revenue to help fund the state’s transporta-
tion projects. More information on the amendment is 
provided on Page 12. 

As we enter into September, fall festivals are kick-
ing into gear. We hope you find our guide on Page 28 
helpful as you plan fun activities for your family over 
the next few months. 

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Kelly Hammons
GENERAL MANAGER

khammons@impactnews.com

ONLINEER & Urgent Care CHECK-IN

CyFairERandUrgentCare.com

SAVE TIME

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

As a Katy voter, what is most important 
to you that Katy ISD communicate about 
the upcoming bond election?

  The effect the bond will have on my property taxes

  How the bond money will help academic instruction 

  The amount of existing debt the district already has

  What the consequences would be if the bond does  
 not pass 

  Other (please explain)

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

In our July issue, we reported on a Wal-Mart planned for 
Falcon Landing Boulevard and Westheimer Parkway in Cinco 
Ranch. We asked readers whether or not they supported the 
proposed Neighborhood Market. 

©2014 JGMEDIA, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY PORTION 
OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.
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John and Jennifer Garrett
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Jason Culpepper
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Do you support Wal-Mart opening 
a neighborhood market at Falcon 
Landing and Westheimer Parkway?

No, the store would pose a safety issue to nearby 
elementary students.

  54% 

Yes, it would provide more grocery options for those  
living nearby. 

  20% 

No, the increased traffic would be a burden on nearby 
residents.

  19%

Yes, the sales tax dollars would be beneficial to the area. 

  7%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 07/27/14–08/15/14
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Road, Ste. E, Katy. The 2,500 square-foot 
center offers parent-child classes in art, 
music and gym for kids ages infant to five 
years. On the weekends, the center can be 
reserved for private parties for kids ages 
infant to six years. 713-953-0444.  
www.gymboreeclasses.com

5  Swedish fashion chain H&M opened 
at Katy Mills mall, 5000 Katy Mills Circle 
on Aug. 14, near the Gap Outlet.  The 
store focuses on selling high-fashion, 
trendy clothing, shoes and accessories 
at affordable prices for men, women and 
children. 281-644-5000.  
www.katymills.com. www.hm.com/us

6  Home2Suites, a Hilton hotel, opened 
Aug 5 at 20985 I-10, Katy. All rooms in the 
92-room hotel are suites with an attached 
kitchenette. Hotel amenities include a 
saline pool and complimentary breakfast 
and Wi-fi. The hotel is pet friendly, with 
a small deposit required. 281-398-3500. 
www.home2suites3.hilton.com

7  The Iced Cupcake, now open at 21927 
I-10, Katy, specializes in cupcakes and 
mini-cupcakes. Customers can place 
orders for custom cakes and cupcakes 
for special events from weddings to baby 
showers. Delivery is available.  
713-298-6767. www.theicedcupcake.com

8  The restaurant franchise Newk’s 
opened its Katy location July 29 at 20802 
I-10, Katy. The Americanized bistro 
chain serves fresh sandwich shop classics, 
including sandwiches, soups and salads. 
The restaurant also offers California-style 
pizzas. 281-647-6100. www.newks.com

9  Southern Gossip Boutique opened 
July 26 in downtown Katy, at 5609 3rd St. 
The specialty women’s fashion boutique 
carries unique clothing, shoes, jewelry 
and other accessories from brands that are 
not typically carried in larger department 
stores. 281-371-0043.  
www.southerngossip.com

10  Unique Party Services sells supplies, 
decorations and equipment for seasonal 

Now Open

1  Best Business Portraits is now open at 
555 Park Grove, Katy. The company is an 
offshoot of Country Park Portraits. It offers 
headshots, office shoots and other business 
photography services that can be used for 
LinkedIn, networking, advertising and 
realtor services. 281-944-9898  
www.bestbusinessportraits.com

2  Chez Grill Seafood and Steakhouse 
offers a variety of grilled menu items at 
981 S. Mason Road, Katy. The restaurant’s 
specialties are seafood and steak, prepared 
with Mexican flavorings and seasonings. 
281-398-4711. www.chezgrill.com.

3  The Conservatory of Music North 
Katy opened in August at 3719 N. Fry 
Road, Katy and offers private musical 

instruction in a variety of instruments 
including piano, guitar, voice and violin. 
Lessons are available to both children and 
adults. The Conservatory’s Cinco Ranch 
location teaches 15,000 music lessons each 
year. 832-321-3382. 
www.katymusiclessons.com

4  Gymboree Play and Music Center 
opened in early August at 1520 S. Mason 

IMPACTS
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When You are Ready, We are Ready! 
Experience Great Results! 

Shannon and Kelly
It feels so incredible to accomplish things I never thought 
I could. Not to mention being able to wear clothes that 
haven’t fi t in years! I’m very happy. It’s worth every dollar!

Brian and Cele
Having a personal trainer has kept us both accountable, 
which has led to signifi cant results much faster than we 
ever would have achieved on our own.

Debbie
I’ve lost over 100 lbs and feel fantastic! 
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Spring Green Blvd.
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and themed parties at 22167 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 105, Katy. The store also 
offers balloon delivery and setup.  
281-717-8916.

Katy resident Elan Armstrong began 
selling her June Plum Bath + Body 
products from her home in May. Products 
include handmade skin and facial care 
products such as lotions, salt and sugar 
scrubs, facial masks and facial cleansing 
grains made from natural and organic 
ingredients. Armstrong’s products are 
sold online at www.etsy.com/shop/
juneplumbathbody.

Coming Soon

11  Shaved ice company Bahama Buck’s 
will open two Katy locations: one at 3902 
N. Fry Road, Ste. 1 and another at 2240 
S. Mason Road.  The Fry Road location 
is expected to open in September, while 
the Mason Road location opening is to be 
announced. Bahama Buck’s specializes in 
different types of shaved ice in a variety of 
flavors, smoothies and coffee.  
www.bahamabucks.com

12  Harvest Farm to Market will open its 
second location at Westheimer Parkway 
and Saddlespur Lane by the end of 2014. 
The store focuses on locally produced, 
organic products to support a healthy diet 
and lifestyle. Similar to a farmers market, 
the store will feature stalls and stands 
where local farmers can sell their products.   
www.harvestfarmtomarket.com

13  Homewood Suites by Hilton recently 
broke ground at 25495 Katy Mills Parkway, 
Katy, near Katy Mills mall. The all-suite 
hotel will include 121 rooms and will be 
complete in the winter of 2015.  
www.homewoodsuites3.hilton.com

14  A 124,000-square-foot Kroger 
Marketplace is under construction at the 
corner of Spring Green Boulevard and FM 
1463. The store, which will carry groceries, 
home good and apparel, is slated to open 
by spring 2015.

15  A new Momentum BMW West is 
under construction on I-10 between Fry 
Road and Westgreen Boulevard. The 
luxury car dealership is expected to open 
in the third quarter of 2015.  
www.bmwwest.com

16  Ballet-based fitness studio Pure Barre 
will open at LaCenterra, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd, Katy, this fall. Exercises center 
around a ballet bar and are designed to 
produce a lean, toned physique.  
281-395-3355. www.purebarre.com/tx-katy

17  Second Baptist Church will open 
a new Katy location at 5757 FM 1463 in 
the spring or summer 2015. The 45-acre 
campus will have 1,100 parking spaces, a 
worship center with seating for over 3,000 
and a multistory education building.  
www.second.org

18  Storage West Houston, a climate-
controlled storage facility opens this fall 
at 19936 Saums Road, Katy. The 7-acre 
facility will be built in three phases. Phase I 
will contain 200 climate-controlled storage 
units ranging in size from 5-by-5 to 10-
by-30. It will also contain 30 non climate-
controlled 10-by-10 feet units, as well as 
boat and RV parking. 832-560-1777.  
www.storagewesthouston.com

19  Momentum General Contractors is 
constructing a new retail center, West 
Green Village, at 20702 I-10, Katy. The 
two-story, 26,000 square-foot center is 
leasing space. One confirmed tenant is 
Shogun Grill & Sushi Bar, which features a 
sushi selection as well as tableside hibachi.  
www.momentumcontractors.com

Anniversaries

20  Katy Funeral Home celebrated its 
one-year anniversary on Aug. 6 at 23350 
Kingsland Blvd., Katy.  It will also begin 
expanding its parking lot, with an expected 
completion date in the next two months. 
The facility includes a chapel and reception 
room for catered family gatherings. The 
funeral home offers a selection of funeral 

and cremation packages, travel services 
and a grief management library.  
281-395-7070. www.dignitymemorial.com

21  Sweet Things Ice Cream Shoppe, 
located in the Pin Oak Village shopping 
center, 1251 Pin Oak Road, Katy 
celebrates its fifth anniversary. The shop 
is also in the process of an expansion, 
which will be complete in September. 
Sweet Things will move from its current 
location to a new space in the same 
shopping center. The expanded shop will 
be three times as large and will include a 
restaurant, that serves home-style menu 
items such as meatloaf, grilled cheese and 
chicken fried steak. 281-291-5423.  
www.sweetthingsnmore.com

In The News

Norwegian engineering and classification 
company Det Norkse Veritas has merged 
with Germanischer Lloyd to form DNV-
GL. This merger has led the company 
to begin work on expanding its Katy 
office, located at 1400 Ravello Drive. 
The expansion will add 47,000 square 
feet of office space and a parking garage, 
creating space for employees of the 
merged companies to work in the same 
office, while also allowing DNV-GL to 
hire additional employees, said Kristian 
Lindo, regional communication manager 
for the company.

OrderUp, a national restaurant discovery 
smart phone app and website launches 
in Katy on Sept. 9. Katy will be the first 
Houston-area location to receive OrderUp 
service. The app allows users to filter 
restaurants by location and cuisine to find 
a place to dine. Users create an account 
with the option of saving their credit card 
information for easy takeout and delivery 
ordering from any of the participating 
restaurants. At this time, there are 27 area 
restaurants signed up to participate in 
OrderUp service. OrderUp aims to have 37 
restaurants particpating by its launch.

News or questions about Katy? 
E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth

H&M opened its third Houston area location at Katy 
Mills mall in August. 

5

Southern Gossip Boutique, now open in down-
town Katy, sells women’s clothing and accessories. 

9

Katy Funeral Home celebrated its one-year  
anniversary in early August. 

20

Sweet Things Ice Cream Shoppe on Pin Oak 
Road is expanding its menu and space.

21
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Houston area battling 
human trafficking
Local advocacy groups work to 
raise awareness, assist victims 

IN-DEPTH

By Marie Leonard 
The Greater Houston area is often touted by business and 

community leaders for its economy, proximity to the port 
and international trade, but these attributes are also con-
nected to something else—human trafficking. The I-10 cor-
ridor, which runs through Houston and Katy, is designated 
as the No. 1 route for human trafficking in the country by 
the U.S. Department of Justice, and it is estimated that 25 
percent of victims in the U.S. are trafficked through Texas.

“When people say the hub for human trafficking is 
Houston, it’s really the Greater Houston area,” said Robert 
Sanborn, executive director for Children at Risk. “You’re 
going to see a lot of sexually oriented businesses in unin-
corporated areas of the county because it becomes easier 
for traffickers to operate there.”

Houston’s connection 
Human trafficking is considered a form of modern-day 

slavery through which individuals are forced to provide 
services or labor through the use of force, fraud or coer-
cion, said Edwin Chapuseaux, investigator with the Harris 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 

“Human trafficking is an offense against a person and 
a violation of civil rights,” he said. “With a trafficker, the 
person doesn’t let go of individuals. He wants them to 
make money for him and will hold onto that person as 
long as he can.” 

During a Houston-area human trafficking summit 
hosted by U.S. Rep. Pete Olson in late July, advocates and 
law enforcement officials gathered to discuss the issue and 
what can be done to stop the practice. 

“Law enforcement officials on all levels are working with 
state agencies to address this problem,” Olson said. “[In 
Congress] we have the authority to pass laws to make it 
easier to put the evildoers in jail and make sure victims are 
put on a path to recovery.” 

Houston is considered a hub for trafficking due in part to 
the interstate highway systems that run through the area, 
namely I-10, which connects California and Florida. 

“We also have [Bush Intercontinental Airport] on the 
north side of town and Hobby Airport in the south, so 
there are a lot of opportunities for traffickers to move 
seamlessly in and out of the city,” said Misa Nguyen, 
deputy director for Houston-based nonprofit United 
Against Human Trafficking. 

Houston and unincorporated Harris County’s lack of 
zoning laws may also make the area more attractive to traf-
fickers, Nguyen said. 

“You can sometimes have a massage parlor next to a 
daycare, so in that regard, traffickers can have a number of 
different businesses that are fronts for human trafficking,” 
she said. “Traffickers are crafty. The suburbs could also be 
attractive to [traffickers] because they might think people 
aren’t aware of the issue there, and they can conduct their 
business unnoticed.” 

YMCA International has served domestic and interna-
tional victims of human trafficking for 11 years, provid-
ing them with access to food, counseling, medical care, 
transportation and other necessary social services, said 
Constance Rossiter, trafficked persons program director for 
YMCA International in Houston. 

Victims—who can be of any gender, age or race—are 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN HOUSTON’S BACKYARD
The Greater Houston area is considered a hub for human trafficking because of its close proximity to the port,  

international trade and several major interstate highways that run through the area. 

To report a tip, people can call the National Human Trafficking Re-
source Center Hotline at 1-888-373-7888, which is open 24/7. 
The hotline is toll-free and interpreters are available on the line for 
non-English speaking callers.

SEPT. 6: BIG DIPPER DASH 5K
United Against Human Trafficking hosts its fifth annual 5K run to kick off Human Trafficking Awareness Month 2014. The 
run takes place at Stude Park in The Heights and runs along White Oak Bayou. Participants can enjoy food, music 
and door prizes during an after party. 5 p.m. Stude Park, Houston. www.houstonrr.org

SEPT. 27: JUST RUN FOR A JUST CAUSE
Kingsland Baptist Church sponsors an annual 5K, 10K and 1 mile walk to raise  
awareness and funds for local and international victims of human trafficking.  
The event features a 40-foot Justice Wall that shows how victims are lured or  
ensnared into human trafficking and how they might be rescued. 
7:45 a.m. 20555 Kingsland Blvd., Katy. www.kingslandjustice.com 

OCTOBER 2014: TEXAS FREEDOM RUN 
Tomball resident Jason Arcemont will attempt to break a world record for 
running across Texas to raise awareness about human trafficking. He will  
make stops at various churches and schools along the way to share  
information and raise money for nonprofit Love146, which works to end  
human trafficking. www.texasfreedomrun.com 

Houston has an estimated

The U.S. Department of Justice  
considers the I-10 corridor to be the

each year, which is a major risk 
factor for human trafficking

human trafficking 
victims will pass 
through Texas

for human trafficking in the country

children who run 
away from home 
are lured into sex 

trafficking within the 
first 48 hours of  

being on the street. 

6,000 RUNAWAYS
1 IN 4

24/7 HOTLINE

NO.1 CORRIDOR

1 IN 3

RAISING AWARENESS
A number of local organizations are attempting to raise awareness about human trafficking.  
Several groups have upcoming events planned this fall. 

typically from vulnerable populations who may have expe-
rienced abuse and violence or are looking for a better life in 
the U.S., Rossiter said.  

“[Victims] believe they are coming to work at an honor-
able job, and once they get here they are forced to work in 
a cantina or brothel,” she said. “The traffickers will threaten 
to call immigration, or tell them they know where they live, 
or they’ll take their documents so the person feels helpless 
under their control.”

Although many of the victims YMCA works with are 
from Central America or other countries around the 
world, there are more domestic human trafficking victims, 
Rossiter said. 

“I think when most people hear about trafficking they 
think it’s an international problem,” Sanborn said. “Indeed, 
there are about 15,000 victims who come across our 
borders every year for trafficking. But there are 200,000 
domestic girls involved with trafficking as well. It changes 
the dynamic immediately when you see the problem is 
much more domestic.” 

Advocacy work 
A growing number of organizations that serve Katy and 

the Greater Houston area are making an effort to combat 
human trafficking by raising awareness and offering various 
services to help victims. 

Kingsland Justice, a ministry of Kingsland Baptist Church 

in Katy, is devoted to helping victims of human trafficking 
in the Greater Houston area as well as in South and South-
east Asia.  Locally, the organization has invested in several 
after-care homes that help victims of trafficking rebuild 
their lives. These homes provide counseling, medical care 
and emotional support, said Omar Garcia, missions pastor 
at Kingsland First Baptist Church.

“We built a beautiful garden for the Freedom Place after-
care facility in the Greater Houston area,” Garcia said. “We 
did a beautiful prayer garden for the girls there to provide 
peace and a serene environment where the girls could go to 
have some quiet time.”

Internationally, Kingsland Justice has helped build 
aftercare homes for trafficking victims in areas of South and 
Southeast Asia that experience some of the highest rates of 
human trafficking in the world.

“These are homes where young girls who are rescued 
from brothels have the opportunity to begin life anew in 
homes that provide medical care and counseling, spiritual 
support and vocational training,” Garcia said.

United Against Human Trafficking, which was formed 
in 2005, works to end trafficking through education, 
outreach and prevention. The organization hosts various 
training programs, does community presentations and 
is organizing Houston’s Human Trafficking Awareness 
Month in September. 

“We’ve also been on the forefront of prevention work 
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related to human trafficking,” Nguyen said. “A lot of people 
are just starting to learn about the issue but aren’t focusing 
on how our youth could become victims. We created pre-
vention programs for boys and girls that feature elements 
of labor trafficking and holistic views of trafficking to help 
them recognize what it is.”

In another effort to raise awareness about human traf-
ficking, Tomball resident Jason Arcemont plans to break 
a world record by running 850 miles across Texas in 
October from El Paso to Orange as part of his event, Texas 
Freedom Run. 

“A couple years ago, an organization called Love146 came 
out to our church and educated us about these horrible 
[human trafficking] statistics,” Arcemont said. “I felt com-
pelled to do something, and it hit me that I should combine 
my passion for this issue and my endurance to put on this 
event and see what attention we can raise.” 

So far, Arcemont has raised about $30,000. Donations 
can be made online at www.texasfreedomrun.com.

In addition to researching the issue, residents can also 
help stop human trafficking in their community by talking 
to their fellow neighbors, Nguyen said. 

“You would never know if that donut shop employee 
you see all the time is a victim of human trafficking who is 
forced to work 16 hours on end without pay and is abused 
physically or emotionally if you don’t start that conversa-
tion,” she said. 

Legislative action 
In Texas, more than a dozen bills related to human 

trafficking passed in the 2013 legislative session, creating 
tougher criminal and civil consequences for traffickers 
and measures to better protect the victims. 

“There weren’t many laws written in the past that 
allowed prosecutors and law enforcement to go after 

traffickers,” Sanborn said. “When trafficking was 
defined, by very name, it sounded like trans-
portation was involved, but it’s not about that 
at all. It’s about forced labor, and that’s why 
passing legislation becomes so important.” 

Signed into law in 2013, House Bill 2725 man-
dated the Texas Education Agency and state depart-
ments of Family and Protective Services and Health and 
Human Services come up with curriculum to teach educa-
tors and welfare workers about trafficking.

“The idea is that we have more first responders trained to 
identify trafficking victims,” Sanborn said. 

Additionally, Senate Bill 92 from the 2013 legislative 
session dealt with diversionary court programs, allowing 
minors who get in trouble with the law for prostitution 
related to trafficking to get their record dropped and get the 
social services they need. 

“There are still a lot of areas of the law that need to be 
focused on in regard to trafficking, including treatment for 
victims and ending demand,” Sanborn said. “We wouldn’t 
have this problem if there weren’t men buying young girls 
and women who have been trafficked. In a sense, [traffick-
ing] starts with demand, and as a community we will have 
to change our habits.” 

HUMANS 
ARE NOT 
FOR SALE

Is not free to come and go as 
they wish

Works unusually long hours

Was recruited through false 
promises concerning the  
nature of their work

Is fearful, anxious, depressed 
or tense

Has no possessions or  
documents

Is not in control of their own 
money

Is not allowed to speak for 
him or herself

IF THE INDIVIDUAL...

ot al Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Human trafficking, Houston Rescue and Restore Coalition
notforsalecampaign.org

KNOWING 
THE SIGNS

Sources: Children at Risk, Polaris Project, United Against Human Trafficking

While human trafficking can be 
difficult to identify, the following 
conditions could be signs that 
an individual is a victim of human 
trafficking: 

SHOW ME THE BUNNY!

Stop by any of our energy 
efficient model homes today to 
learn why this chocolate bunny 
will save you money—in utility 
costs, that is!

OUR HOMES ARE  

UP TO 39% MORE  
ENERGY EFFICIENT*

*Based on NAHB Research Center, Beazer Homes eSMART Energy Analysis (October 2009), using building assumptions established through the DOE Building America program. Performance comparison and energy cost savings based on whole 
house use estimates generated by proprietary computer software modeling, underlying building assumptions, and 2007 average energy prices and reflect estimated savings in heating and cooling energy, lighting and dishwasher. Actual savings 
may vary and may depend in part on occupant behavior, timing and/or fluctuating costs of energy usage, and actual climate zone conditions. Additional information available at beazer.com. See New Home Counselor for complete details. © 
2014 Beazer Homes. 7/14  118273

beazer.com  • 281-850-8628  
#showmethebunny
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New 2014 CLA250

15625 Southwest Freeway
at Highway 6

Sugar Land, TX 77478

FIRST. CLASS. SERVICE.

.”

WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS ARE SAYING
“The entire staff at Mercedes-Benz of Sugar Land was welcoming and helped to make this a very pleasant 
experience. Of all the car purchases I’ve ever made, the one at your dealership is the fi rst I truly enjoyed

—Katy Resident

mbsugarland.com • 281.769.5991 

Coming Soon
2015 GLA250

New Redesigned 
2015 C300

Starting at $29,900 Starting at $33,300 Starting at $40,400
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FM 1093 project  
undergoes changes 
By Kelli Ainsworth

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion and Fort Bend County’s project to 
widen a 4.2–mile portion of FM 1093 
from the Grand Parkway to FM 1463 
received environmental clearance from 
the Federal Highway Administration. 
In May, the FHA indicated that the 
project posed no significant impact to 
the environment. However, because of 
modifications to the project, further 
environmental clearance is needed. The 
county expects to receive that clearance 
around March, said Jonathan Schumann 
of Fort Bend County Commissioner 
Andy Meyer’s office.

TxDOT held a public meeting July 28 
at Seven Lakes High School, where area 
residents could view schematics of the 
expansion and ask questions of TxDOT 
officials. The meeting was held to inform 
the public of design changes, which 
included changes to the right of way and 
toll access points.

“The right-of-way has changed to 
include all 100 feet of METRO’s right-
of-way on the south side of FM 1093,” 
Schumann said.

TRANSPORTATION

FM 1093 construction driving forward

The expansion would widen FM 
1093 from a two-lane undivided 
road to a four-lane divided toll 
road from the Grand Parkway 
to Spring Green Blvd., with 
two frontage roads eventually 
extending into Fulshear.

FM 1093 Westbound Frontage Road FM 1093 Eastbound Frontage RoadWestpark Tollway
65' 65'

12' 12' 12' 10'10' 12'12' 12'1' 1'

79'

12' 12' 12' 12'14' 14'12' 12'2' 2'

Map courtesy of TxDOT

Katy-Gaston Rd.

Gaston Rd.

Katy-Gaston Rd.

Phase 1

99

Spring Green Blvd.

729

Project Cost

Timeline

There is no estimated project cost available at this time, the Texas Department of 
Transportation said. The project will be funded by both Fort Bend County and TxDOT.

Construction is expected to begin in the fall of 2015 and to last anywhere from 24 
to 30 months. 

#BridgelandBalance
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Planned  

CoMMunity  
of the year

A different excursion
                             every day.

A different excursion
                             every day.

NOW SELLING IN HIDDEN CREEK!
Surrounded by lakes, waterways and green space, Hidden Creek will feature a 20-acre Village Park and 1,000 homesites. 

Visit the Welcome Center today to discover Hidden Creek.

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $250s to over $1 million

281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270
www.bridgeland.com

F I N D  B A L A N C E

Bridgeland, it’s like a whole other world

Resort-style swimming complex with sky slides,  
splash fountains, spray park and lap pool

New community of Hidden Creek NOW OPEN

Miles of nature and exercise trails through the 
natural wilderness of Cypress Creek
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Voters to determine fate of state highway fund
By Abigail Allen and Shawn Arrajj

This November, Texas voters will decide whether 
money from oil and gas production tax revenue 
can be used to help fund the state’s transportation 
projects.

Those revenues flow into the state’s Economic 
Stabilization Fund, otherwise known as the rainy 
day fund. That helps the state in unforeseen situa-
tions, said Alan Clark, the director of transporta-
tion planning for the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council. The legislation proposing the constitu-
tional amendment includes a way to protect the 
fund from running dry.

“The rainy day fund will have to be above a 
certain minimum determined by the Texas Leg-
islature, and then funding will go to the projects 
or activities that were approved as part of that 
drought relief program,” Clark said. “And only 
after those two things [are met] will funding be 
considered for transportation.”

Last year, Texas voters approved Proposition 6, 
which allows the state to redirect money from oil 
and gas production tax collections to fund water 
projects statewide. 

“Those have first priority,” Clark said. 
Recent increases in oil and gas hydraulic fractur-

ing have led to more money going into the rainy 
day fund. 

“I just know that the more oil and gas [those 
companies] pump out of the ground, the more 
they are required to pay this revenue into the state 
fund,” Clark said. “And because this goes up and 
down, it’s part of the reason why it’s in this, what 
we call, rainy day fund.”

Because the money comes from existing tax col-
lections already paid by the oil and gas companies, 
the change would not result in increased taxes or 
fees. If the amendment passes, it would also not 
require the state to borrow money or increase the 
state’s debt, Clark said.

Estimates say that if voters approve the Texas 
Transportation Funding Amendment, it could 
provide about $1.4 billion for transportation in its 
first year, Clark said. 

Some opponents to the amendment have 
expressed concern about putting transportation 
funding decisions in the hands of the voters. The 
voters would be allowing for another funding 
resource to be explored, Clark said, but they would 

not be selecting a fixed budget amount for the state 
highway fund. 

Other opponents have pointed to the volatile 
nature of oil and gas production tax revenues and 
have said the rainy day fund is not a long-term 
solution for the budget shortfalls transportation 
has seen in Texas in recent years. Clark said the 
state would need to use multiple funding sources 
to fix its transportation funding problems. 

Jeff Collins, a board member with Transporta-
tion Advocacy Group in Houston, said he supports 
Prop 1, but acknowledges that it is only the first 
step, and the lack of funding would need to be 
revisited again in the 2015 legislative session.

“The big key is we need to remind ourselves and 
our elected officials that it’s only getting us part 
of the way—maybe 20–25 percent—we need to go 
for funding,” he said. “It gets us $1.4 billion per 
year, and we need to get an additional $5 billion 
per year. That’s really just to keep [up with] current 
congestion levels, which is a little scary.”

Part of the reason for the budget dilemma is 
vehicles have been getting increasingly better gas 
mileage while gas tax rates have stayed about the 
same since the early ’90s. Collins said the tradi-
tional source of transportation funding cannot 
keep up with the growing need.

“We need to look at user fees,” he said. “There are 
a lot of ways we can get there. Not every road can 
be a toll road, so it makes a lot of sense to maybe 
look at a gas tax increase and registration fees.”

Keith Vrana, chairman of the Cy-Fair Houston 
Chamber of Commerce’s transportation commit-
tee, said keeping up with mobility infrastructure is 
crucial given job growth and company relocation 
trends in the Cy-Fair area.

“The cost of doing nothing will absolutely put 
the brakes on success,” he said. “We support Prop. 
1 and continue to discuss how we can shore up 
funding to meet our infrastructural needs, so the 
state will be able to handle future growth.”

In addition to specifying that the Legislature 
must set the minimum amount for the rainy day 
fund, the state highway fund legislation includes a 
sunset deadline of 2024 by which the Legislature 
has to renew, alter or allow the amendment to 
lapse.

“If it doesn’t work right, they’re not going to 
renew it,” Clark said.

TRANSPORTATION 

STATE HIGHWAY  
F U N D  A M E N D M E N T

THE BALLOT ON NOV. 4

The Texas Transportation Funding 
Amendment will read as follows on the 
Nov. 4 ballot:
The constitutional amendment providing 
for the use and dedication of certain money 
transferred to the state highway fund to assist in 
the completion of transportation construction, 
maintenance, and rehabilitation projects, not to 
include toll roads.

Details of the proposal
Every two years, lawmakers will have to set the 
minimum balance on the Economic Stabilization 
Fund, determining how much money can go 
into other funds from oil and gas production tax 
revenue collections.

The Legislature must vote to approve the 
amount. If the Legislature does not set a 
sufficient balance, the comptroller must step in 
to maintain that economic safety net.

THE BALLOT TIMELINE

1988
The Economic Stabilization Fund, or
rainy day fund, is established

2013
83rd Texas Legislature votes to submit
the amendment to the voters

2014
Voters will be able to vote on the
proposed amendment (above)

2024
The expiration date for the state highway
fund if it is approved in November

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P097314.1 State Farm Home Office, Bloomington, IL

When I say 
“good,”  
you say 

“neighbor.” 

Now that's teamwork.

Matt Schomburg, Agent
814 East Avenue
Katy, TX  77493

Bus: 281-578-0607
matt.schomburg.jysk@statefarm.commattinsuresyou.com
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Environmental study on high-speed 
rail from Houston to Dallas begins
By Matt Stephens 

The Federal Railroad Administration 
and the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion have begun work on an environmen-
tal impact statement for the Texas Central 
Railway, a proposed 240-mile high-speed 
rail system between Houston and Dallas. 

Robert Eckels, president of Texas Cen-
tral Railway, said the FRA and TxDOT 
issued a notice of intent June 25 to begin 
the environmental study. Eckels said the 
environmental study will consider pos-
sible routes for the railway and the effects 
on the surrounding community as well as 
possible stops along the way and alterna-
tive route options. 

Depending on how long the environ-
mental process takes, Eckels said the 
project could break ground by the end of 
2016 or early in 2017. The railway would 
be grade separated, meaning it would not 
intersect with rail tracks or roadways. 

Three routes are being considered for 
the train, Eckels said, including rights 
of way along I-45, north along Hwy. 249 
through Tomball and along a Union 
Pacific path along Hwy. 290. Stops are 
being considered near Bryan-College Sta-
tion and possibly along Beltway 8 or the 
Grand Parkway.

“All [routes] have their strengths,” Eck-
els said. “The main thing we’re looking for 
is the cost of construction and to mini-
mize the impact on the communities.”

He said public meetings will be held in 
the next two months to receive input on 
how the project could affect nearby com-
munities and what residents would like 
to see. Meetings will likely be held in the 
north Houston region. 

Eckels said he believes getting the mes-
sage out to the community about the proj-
ect could be one of the biggest obstacles in 
getting it constructed because of how new 
it is to the United States. 

There are no similar rail projects in the 
U.S., he said. 

As the environmental process con-
tinues, Eckels said examining the safety 
standards of the project will be concur-
rently examined. Using state-of-the-art 
technology, these high-speed trains have 
run in Japan for 50 years without any 
fatalities due to train errors. 

“You don’t have wrecks on these trains 
like you do on other trains,” he said. “It’s a 
quiet train. It’s a safe train. It’s extremely 
fast. That’s a message we need to get out to 
people to understand.”

Eckels said the project will not be 
constructed with federal or state fund-
ing. Instead a number of private investors 
would fund the multibillion dollar project 
through debt and equity and be repaid 
through ticket sales. Tickets would likely 
cost less than commercial airfare, he said. 

 “There’s also some money to be made 
in transit-oriented developments along 
the stops,” Eckels said. 

Eckels said a car trip from Houston to 
Dallas along I-45 today is roughly four 
hours and could increase to six hours by 
2035. Not only could a high-speed rail 
be an alternative to additional taxpayer-
funded construction along I-45, but Eck-
els said he believes it will aid in economic 
growth in Texas. 

“Both the Houston and Dallas/Forth 
Worth areas are the big economic drivers 
for Texas,” Eckels said. “This will make it 
so much easier to capitalize on the assets 
in both communities and continue eco-
nomic growth for Texas.” 

Myeshi Briley, president of the Spring-
Klein Chamber of Commerce, said she 
supports the project. Briley said she 
believes it could provide more flexibility 
for commuters. 

“I think it can really help the dynam-
ics of transportation to get from Dallas 
to our area really quickly,” Briley said. 
“It can also help with job opportunities. 
People could commute back and forth 
from Dallas to Spring.”

TRANSPORTATION
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Memorial Hermann, Texas Children’s 
open urgent care clinics in Katy
By Kelli Ainsworth

Memorial Hermann Katy and Texas 
Children’s Hospital West have both 
targeted Katy as a location for urgent 
care clinics. Texas Children’s opened 
a pediatric urgent care office at 9727 
Spring Green Blvd. in May, while Memo-
rial Hermann announced its plans in 
July to open a Convenient Care Center 
at Grand Parkway and FM 1093 in the 
spring of 2015.

The Texas Children’s urgent care 
center provides after-hours pediatric care 
to children who need immediate care 
but do not need an emergency room. 
Lisa Helfman, director of real estate for 
Texas Children’s Hospital said the cost of 
urgent care is much lower than that of an 
emergency room, and patients can gener-
ally be seen more quickly, and that Texas 
Children’s Urgent Care’s goal is to have 
patients seen and discharged within 45 
minutes of check-in. 

“This is a more cost-effective and 
appropriate way to deal with a lot of 
after-hours issues that come up with 
children that don’t need an emergency 
room,” Helfman said. “It’s another 
level of care that we’ve put out in the 

community to better serve our patients.”
The urgent care center is located near 

the West Campus of Texas Children’s, 
so any patients who come in that do end 
up needing emergency care or need to be 
admitted to a hospital can be easily and 
quickly transferred. 

The Cinco Ranch location was the first 
Texas Children’s Urgent Care. A second 
location opened in Memorial City in 
July. Helfman said when deciding where 
to open urgent care centers, Texas Chil-
dren’s looks at the number of pediatri-
cians practicing in an area. 

 “Pediatric practices show need—we 
come to the community where it needs 
it,” Helfman said. “It’s an extension of 
care in people’s backyards.”

Helfman said the clinic’s location at 
a busy intersection make it both highly 
visible and highly accessible to patients.

Memorial Hermann’s Convenient Care 
Center will also offer after-hours care, 
along with primary care services. The 
Katy location will be Memorial Her-
mann’s third convenient care center and 
the only one in west Houston. Memorial 
Hermann has convenient care centers 
open in Pearland and Summer Creek, 

near Humble.
When complete, the center will com-

bine urgent and emergency care with 
primary, preventive and rehabilitative 
care.  Services include pediatric and 
adult primary care, sports and rehabili-
tation medicine, mammography screen-
ings, on-site lab and imaging, walk-in 
urgent care with extended night and 
weekend hours and a 24-hour emergency 
room. Patients who need additional 
emergency care can be transported to 

one of the area Memorial Hermann hos-
pitals, said Scott Barbe, outgoing CEO of 
Memorial Hermann Katy.

“Memorial Hermann Convenient 
Care Centers offer a ‘one stop shop’ for 
an array of services, anchored by a 24/7 
emergency department staffed by Board 
Certified Emergency Physicians,” Barbe 
said. “In addition, the Memorial Her-
mann Medical Group provides sched-
uled or walk-in primary care physician 
services at the same site.”

HEALTH CARE

Memorial Hermann’s Convenient Care Center will open at Grand Parkway and FM 1093 in spring 2015.
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LATE START CLASSES AVAILABLE IN
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER!

REGISTER TODAY!

LoneStar.edu Open Doors

LSC-CyFair 
9191 Barker Cypress at West Road

LSC-Fairbanks Center 
14955 Northwest Freeway near Beltway 8

LSC-Cypress Center 
19710 Clay Road at Fry Road

Three convenient locations!

Earn a degree.
Not debt.
LSC-CyFair offers

affordable and
flexible options
including day, 

night, weekends, 
on campus 
or online.

BETTER MEMORY CARE.  
BY DESIGN.

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
(281) 392-2050

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch provides a safe, secure environment for 
 those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved one  
 is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained professionals 
 that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn Leaves,  
our mother is loved and well cared for  
by an extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF CINCO RANCH
24024 Westheimer Parkway | Katy, TX  77494 | ID# 105776

(281) 392-2050  |  AutumnLeaves.com
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Market to feature fresh, local food

Informal poll shows Heritage Grand 
residents favor AT&T cell tower

By Kelli Ainsworth 
Harvest Farm to Market, a grocery 

store focused on organic and locally 
produced food, will open its second store 
and first Katy location at the corner of 
Westheimer Parkway and Saddlespur 
Lane by the end of the year.

Director Inci Akpinar said the mar-
ket’s focus is on carrying fresh, healthy 
products and supporting local farmers. 
The chicken, eggs and beef will come 
from Texas farms. Harvest raises its own 
free-range chicken as well.

“By shopping at our store, our guests 
support our local farmers, protect the 
environment and enjoy a healthy life-
style,” Akpinar said.

The store itself will in some ways 
resemble a farmer’s market. Customers 
will be able to pick up prepared meals as 

By Kelli Ainsworth
The Heritage Grand Homeowner’s 

Association sent out informal ballots to 
all 650 homeowners in Heritage Grand in 
order to get a sense of the community’s 
position on AT&T’s proposal to build a cell 
phone tower disguised as a pine tree in the 
neighborhood.  In July, 78 percent of voters 
indicated they were in favor of Heritage 
Grand continuing its negotiations with 
AT&T. 

Some Heritage Grand residents said 
they would welcome a tower because they 
wanted better cellular and wireless recep-
tion inside their homes. 

“The proposed cell tower is not just to 
improve AT&T’s admittedly sketchy cover-
age in Heritage Grand but would actually 
improve the situation over a large portion 
of Cinco Ranch West,” said Bill Garfield, a 
Heritage Grand resident.

Residents opposed the tower, concerned 
that it could tarnish the community’s 
aesthetics and subsequently their property 
values,  Garfield said.

The HOA board created a task force 
composed of members both for and against 
the tower to evaluate AT&T’s proposal. 

BRIEFS

well as shop at in-store stands specializing 
in select local products, Akpinar said.

“There’s going to be ready meals, hot 
meal bars,” she said. “Inside there will 
be little stores and stands for things like 
spices and olive oil.”

Harvest Farm to Market, which will 
measure about 20,000 square feet, will 
be a part of a larger shopping center, the 
Shops at Saddlespur, under development 
by Atlas Construction.

“It seems incongruous that we would 
scar the neighborhood selling our souls 
to the devil for many decades by allowing 
a thinly disguised monstrosity to go up,” 
task force member George Rettie said. 

The final decision on the towers lies with 
the HOA board. The next likely step would 
be for the board to work with an attorney 
to draft documents to change existing deed 
restrictions that prohibit commercial use 
of the land designated for the cell tower. 
Then, residents would receive a formal 
notification of these changes via certified 
mail, and two-thirds of them would have 
to vote in favor of the changes, Garfield 
said.

While the results of the vote indicate 
that Heritage Grand and AT&T will move 
forward with the proposed tower, there 
are still many obstacles and uncertain-
ties surrounding the issue. Residents who 
strongly oppose the tower have said they 
will continue to fight against it.

In addition, three of the five HOA board 
members will be replaced in February 
upcoming elections, meaning three new 
board members will have a say in the ulti-
mate decision on the fate of the tower. 

Harvest Farm to Market will be open by the end of the year in the Shops at Saddlespur. 
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Auto Loans | Home Equity Loans & Lines of Credit 
Personal Loans & Lines of Credit | Private Student Loans 

Small Business Loans & Lines of Credit

WHATEVER YOUR GREAT EVENT
N O W ’ S  T H E  T I M E  T O  M A K E  I T  H A P P E N

The Great Rate Event promotion provides special interest rate discounts for select 
products on new credit applications submitted July 1, 2014 through September 30, 2014 
with a qualifying Wells Fargo consumer or business relationship. Additional restrictions, 
limitations and exclusions may apply; please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further 
details. This promotion may be modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may 
not be transferable. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs and services are 
subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. Auto loans for vehicle purchase 
originated at dealerships do not qualify for relationship discount. 

Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801  
Printed materials expire September 30, 2014. (1204059_12699)

For more information, stop by Wells Fargo,  
call 1-866-578-5671, or visit wellsfargo.com/greatrate

For a limited time, get a special interest rate discount 
from 0.25% to 1.00% on select new loans or lines of credit

Your life is filled with great events. This summer, Wells Fargo is 
helping make those events even better. We’re rewarding qualified 
customers with a special interest rate discount on select new 
loans and lines of credit. You could use it to tackle major home 
renovations, consolidate your debt, pay for college expenses or 
even grow your business. Hurry in and let us help you create your 
own great event today.

PROMOTION  
DETAILS

Eligible customers 
receive interest 
rate discounts from 
0.25% to 1.00% on 
select new loans 
and lines of credit

Interest rate 
discount will 
be applied 
automatically

Promotion 
ends 
September  
30, 2014

1204059_12699

4.9167x12.25 

4c

1204059_12699 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 7/25/14   1:24 PM
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Harvest Farm to Market
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One in eight women will develop breast cancer in her lifetime. And 85 

percent of those women have no family history of the disease. At Houston 

Methodist, we know the statistics can be scary, so we’re here to help you. 

We encourage all women to talk with their doctors about scheduling a 
mammogram at one of our seven convenient locations.

Schedule your mammogram online at 
houstonmethodist.org/online-scheduling.

TAKING A LITTLE TIME IN YOUR DAY 
MAY ADD YEARS TO YOUR LIFE.
SO wE MAKE SchEDULING A MAMMOGRAM EASIER, ONLINE.
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Construction Highlights

DEVELOPMENT HIGHLIGHTS

1  LaCenterra Phase III 
Construction is nearly complete on the third phase of 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. Phase III will contain a mixture of 
office and retail space, including a Trader Joe’s grocery store.  
Vista Properties, LaCenterra’s developer, plans to open Phase 
III in the fall.

2  Momentum BMW
A new BMW dealership is taking shape off I-10, between 
Westgreen Boulevard and Fry Road. Momentum BMW West will 
be complete in the third quarter of 2015.  

3  The Shops at the Reserve  
NewQuest properties has started construction on The Shops 
at the Reserve, at the corner of FM 1463 and Spring Green 
Boulevard. The retail center will be anchored by a Kroger 
Marketplace. The Reserve at Katy, a luxury residential community 
featuring Toll Brothers homes, borders the shopping center. 

Compiled By Kelli Ainsworth
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4  Katy Ranch Crossing 
Construction is progressing on Phase I of Katy Ranch Offices, 
the office component to Freeway Properties’ mixed-use Katy 
Ranch Crossing development, located at the southeast corner of 
I-10 and Katy-Fort Bend Road. Freeway Properties plans to have 
the six-story, 151,000-square-foot building complete in the first 
quarter of 2015. 

5  Cane Island 
Work is underway on the city of Katy’s first master-planned 
community, between Highway 90 and Morton Road. When fully 
complete, the development will contain more than 2,000 new 
homes. Rise Development anticipates a 2015 grand opening.

6  Firethorne Plaza   
KM Realty’s 14,000 square-foot retail center, Firethorne 
Plaza, is under construction at the southeast corner of FM 
1463 and Firethorne Drive, across the street from the recently 
completed Shops at Firethorne. The developer expects a 
December 2014 completion. 

Call Today  
(713) 422-2209

homemaintenanceofhouston.com

Appliance Installation | Door Installation Repair 
Pressure Washing | Sheetrock | Roof Repairs
 Fence and Gate | Sprinkler Systems | Lawn 

Maintenance Window Repairs | Painting
and Much More!

Professional Handyman 
and Maintenance 

Services for The Greater 
Houston area.

FIRST APPOINTMENT

RECEIVE  $50 OFF
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Texas House District 132
Democrat Luis Lopez and Republican 

Michael Schofield will be competing this 
November for the open Texas Representa-
tive Seat in House District 132 covering 
Katy and Cy-Fair. State Rep. Bill Callegari, 
who holds the seat, announced he is not 
running for re-election.

Schofield has served in the office of Gov. 

Rick Perry as an attorney and adviser and 
has degrees in law and political science. 

Lopez grew up in Beaumont, graduated 
from Lamar University with a master’s 
degree in accounting. He was recruited by 
the top international accounting firm in 
the United States and moved to the Katy 
area where he resides today.

Why did you decide to run for state 
representative in District 132?

 As policy advisor to Gov. Perry since 
2003, I have seen firsthand that we need 
legislators who have the experience, ability 
and desire to fight for traditional Texas 
values. We also need to protect Texas’s 
atmosphere of economic growth and 
entrepreneurship by fending off attempts 
to increase government regulation and 
tax increases so Texans can create and 
expand their businesses and bring jobs 
and continued growth to our state. The 
most important issue facing our state is 
the need to keep government limited.

What skills do you have that will 
benefit you as a state rep?

For six legislative sessions, I was the 
governor’s lead adviser on tort reform and 
the Texas civil justice system, fighting to 
protect Texans from frivolous and expen-
sive litigation. I also was the governor’s 
point man on the voter ID bill that will 

protect the fairness of Texas elections. In 
addition, I worked for several legislative 
sessions on the successful efforts to limit 
government’s power to take your property 
by eminent domain. For the last two ses-
sions, I advised Gov. Rick Perry on Tenth 
Amendment issues.

What issues related to District 132  
do you feel are most critical?

Residents are concerned about a govern-
ment that can’t be bothered to protect 
its borders, but has plenty of energy to 
intrude into businesses and tell them what 
health insurance to buy. The completion 
of the Grand Parkway and the widening 
of Hwy. 290, combined with the success of 
the Energy Corridor, will bring explosive 
growth to District 132. It will be my charge 
to provide appropriate infrastructure and 
help ensure the growth of school districts 
does not cause taxpayers to get short-
changed by school finance legislation.

Why did you decide to run for state 
representative in District 132?

I’ve been a community activist for 
about 12 years now. I’m running now 
because I have the passion to serve. This is 
an opportunity for me to take my leader-
ship skills, experience, education and pas-
sion to the state level. My daughter has a 
lot to do with a lot of the decisions I make. 
One concept I grew up with was to always 
help out the person coming up behind 
you. It’s our turn to do something to help 
the upcoming generation—to make sure 
we pass the legislation to support certain 
issues that are going to benefit our kids.

What skills do you have that will 
benefit you as a state rep?

Everything I’ve done since I was 14 has 
been grassroots. I know how to organize 
people to meet a common goal. I have a 
background in accounting that will serve 
well when we talk about the budget and 
making sure we get the highest return 
on our investment. I’m a small-business 

owner so I know what it’s like to start 
from the ground up. Most importantly, 
I can see eye to eye with anyone in the 
community, whether you’re living in 
poverty, middle class or in corporate 
America. You are a representative, not a 
dictator. You can’t represent people you 
don’t understand. 

What issues related to District 132  
do you feel are most critical?

Education has proven to be extremely 
important. One of the big issues is stan-
dardized tests. It’s about making sure our 
teachers have the resources to educate. 
Get away from those exams. Allow them 
to teach the kids with the material they 
know will benefit kids in the long run. 

We have a lot of veterans in our area. 
They fight for our country, then come 
home and work minimum wage jobs. One 
of things I want to do is bring in a veteran 
crisis center. Creating jobs is also impor-
tant. I want to make House District 132 
an entrepreneur-friendly district.C
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Michael Schofield-R  

Luis Lopez-D

Interviews by Shawn Arrajj 

ELECTION GUIDE l 2014ELECTION GUIDE lll 2014ELECTION GUIDE lllllll 2014
VOTE 2014

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

Katy Gap Rd.

Kinggsland Blvll d. 99

stpaulsorthodox.org

“And the disciples were 
first called Christians 
in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

WELCOME!

St. Paul Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian 

Church

1717 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy Texas 77494

281-201-6439

Sunday Matins 9:30 am
Followed by

Divine Liturgy 
and

Sunday School for
Children and Adults

Orthodoxy - the 
unchanging faith 
and teaching of 

the Apostles

IMPORTANT DATES
The deadline for registering to vote in the election 
is Oct. 6.
In-person early voting begins Oct. 20.
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not 
postmarked): Sept. 5
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31 
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

NewQuest breaks ground on new 
Kroger in Katy
By Connor Hyde 

NewQuest Properties broke 
ground earlier this month on a new 
124,000-square-foot Kroger grocery 
store, which is slated to open in the 
Katy area by spring 2015.

The new location, located at the 
corner of Spring Green Boulevard and 
FM 1463, is designated to be a Kroger 
Marketplace, which features food, 
apparel and home goods.

The grocery retailer began opening 
Marketplaces in Texas in 2009, and the 
concept has become ideal for grow-
ing communities especially in subur-
ban areas such as Katy, said Kristal 

Howard, public relations manager for 
Kroger.

“With those larger [Marketplace] 
stores you need the land and space to 
do that,” she said. “You can’t do that 
in the middle of downtown Houston. 
That concept has done well in subur-
ban thriving communities.”

With five Kroger locations sprinkled 
throughout the Katy area, the new 
location is anticipating to add more 
than 300 temporary and full-time jobs 
to the Katy economy.

“We’re eager to add a new store to 
the Katy community,” Howard said.

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 7/15/14–8/14/14

1 New neighborhood taking shape near 
future Cane Island Parkway

2  Market to bring fresh, local food to Katy

3  New Weatherford facility pumps jobs into 
Katy area

4  Beazer, Pulte Homes constructing 
320-acres master-planed community

 

5  Trader Joe’s bags Cinco Ranch location
 

By Jay Jordan 
Dallas-based developer Sky-

box has started construction on an 
86,960-square-foot, 20-acre data center 
in Katy at the northwest corner of 
Franz and Mason roads.

The facility, which is expected to 
open in November, will offer four 
private 10,000-square-foot halls and 12 
additional data rooms for companies 
in Houston to utilize. With Houston’s 
Energy Corridor located just west of 
Beltway 8, Skybox said it hopes to capi-
talize on the city’s oil, gas and energy-
driven companies.

“This is the second data center to 
locate in the Katy area in the last five 
years,” said Lance LaCour, president of 
and CEO of the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council. “Data centers 
are one of our target industries for 
recruitment and usually represent 
a significant revenue source to local 
governments due to their high capital 

investment. This phase of Skybox 
should create over $100 million in capi-
tal investment.”

Despite Houston’s geographical 
location making it prone to hurricanes, 
Skybox said it has an FM I-150 concrete 
roof that can withstand up to 190 mph 
winds, or a Category 5 hurricane.

Customers will be able to utilize Sky-
box’s underground, concrete-encased 
wire ducts and Houston’s fiber optic 
backbone running along I-10.

“They wanted to be positioned near 
the Energy Corridor and have access to 
a dependable power supply and multi-
ple, redundant telecom fiber providers,” 
LaCour said. “Katy Area EDC worked 
on this project for about eight months 
and provided real estate due diligence 
assistance, utility solutions assistance 
[and] permitting. The EDC has offered 
to assist the company with assessing 
employee recruitment/training incen-
tives and energy efficiency incentives.”

Data center to open in north Katy

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to City planning improvements 
to newly annexed portion of Pederson 
Road (Posted July 23, 2014)

“Why do we keep downgrading our 
roads by making them concrete? Con-
crete roads are rougher and harsher 

to drive on, louder for the occupants and 
surrounding area, and much more damaging 
to vehicles when the road starts to deteriorate. 
Is the cost saving so great that we will keep 
accepting low quality?”

—Hutch

In response to Walmart Neighborhood 
Market under construction in Cinco Ranch  
(Posted July 24, 2014)

“Walmart should be ashamed of 
themselves for building a store next to 
an elementary school! They don’t care 

if those kids will be affected by the traffic that 
will bring to the area, or the crime. What about 
those neighbors who will have to listen to all 
the noise from the eighteen wheelers coming 
in and out? Terrible business!”

—Sydney Jameson

In response to High profile companies put 
down roots in area  (Posted July 24, 2014)

“I live right by the new data center site, 
drive by the new Academy headquar-
ters and the new Geico headquarters, 

every day to and from work. Yes, the increase 
in traffic will become an issue.”

—Vicky Sheets

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter
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KATY FUNERAL HOME  
support close to home 

At the corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd.   

(281) 395-7070   |   KatyFH.com

Exceptional funeral and memorial services  
close to home. 
 
We are proud to support families here in Katy—when they need it 

the most. Our expertise covers a complete range of services for any 

budget, including catered services in a new reception room. From 

traditional funerals to modern celebrations of life, we’re dedicated 

to celebrating the unique lives that make up our community.

honor  
a life well  lived

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

4.9167x6.04-KatyFH-Awareness-COMM-IMPACT-4C-ad.indd   1 3/17/14   1:22 PM

2013 Top Producers Award • Client Referral Incentives

Isabel Ramirez ABR, CNE, CNRS

IsabelsHoustonRelocation.com

713.816.8928
Each office is independently Owned and Operated*

Helping Families Buy & Sell Homes in KATY & WEST HOUSTON
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20 Third Annual Superhero 5K 
An estimated 400 runners sport their favorite 

superhero costumes to benefit Keep Kids Connected, 
a nonprofit foundation dedicated to providing netbook 
computers to sick children. The event includes a competitive 
5K run and a non-competitive 1-mile course. Various awards 
are presented after the event. 6:30–9:15 a.m. $30 (pre-
race registration), $35 (race day registration), $20 (1-mile 
family walk), $30 (sleeper hero). Villagio Town Center, 22756 
Westheimer Parkway, Katy. 713-334-3451.  
www.keepkidsconnected.org

20 Houston Tour de Cure 
The American Diabetes Association, in an 

effort to raise awareness of diabetes, puts on a bike tour. 
Participants can ride either 10, 27, 47, 63 or 105 miles 
through five towns. 6:30 a.m.–3 p.m. $25 ($200 fundraising 
minimum). Katy Mills, 5000 Katy Mills Circle, Katy.  
713-977-7706. www.facebook.com/adatourdecure 

21 Magical Museum Mystery Tour 
The Magical Museum Mystery Tour is a bicycle tour 

that features different courses of either 19, 41 or 64 miles 
through Waller County. The tour is an effort to support 
and fund a permanent location for the Houston Bicycle 
Museum. Local police guide each tour ride through the city 
of Katy. Multiple food trucks and hydration stations are near 
the start and finish of each ride. 7 a.m. $15. Leonard E, 
Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy. 832-259-7225. 
houstonbicyclemuseum.info

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar. 

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the first Friday of the month.

September

12 Breakfast for a Blessing 
Christ Clinic hosts its third annual event featuring 

guest speaker George Masi, interim president and CEO of 
Harris Health System. Accompanying music is provided by 
the Dixieland Ensemble of The Lone Star Symphonic Band. 
7:30–9 a.m. $1,500 (faith sponsors), $1,000 (hope sponsors), 
$500 (love sponsors), $40 (additional friends). Omni Houston 
Hotel at Westside, 13210 I-10, Houston. 281-574-1458.  
www.christclinickaty.org 

13 Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
The Alzheimer’s Association hosts its Walk to End 

Alzheimer’s to increase awareness of Alzheimer’s disease 
and uses proceeds from the event to fund its research efforts. 
There is no registration fee, but donations are encouraged. 
Children, adults and pets are all welcome to participate in the 
annual walk. 7:30 a.m. (registration), 8 a.m. (ceremony), 8:30 
a.m. (walk). Free. LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch, 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Katy. 713-314-1342. www.act.alz.org. 

19 and 20 
Katy Mom Expo

In an effort to inspire, motivate and reward young women with 
families, the trade show showcases different items through 
an educational platform for mothers. The show includes 
44 vendors with demonstrations, play zones, music and 
education as well as various educational content. 10 a.m.–3 
p.m. (Sept. 19.), 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Sept. 20.). $5 (12 and older), 
free (kids under 12). Leonard E. Merrell Center, 6301 S. 
Stadium Lane, Katy. 281-203-9066. www.katymomexpo.com 

20 Sip n Stroll
The fundraiser is Katy’s largest wine and culinary 

festival with more than 25 tasting stations featuring a 
variety of wine, beer and food selections. The event also 
includes artisan vendors and a live music performance 
by The Robert Hartye Band. Proceeds from the event 
are used to help fund Cinco Charities The Ballard House. 
Patrons must be 21 or older to enter. 5–8 p.m. $25–$80. 
Villagio Town Center, 22764 Westheimer Parkway, Katy. 
713-557-5732. www.sipandstroll.com

CALENDAR

Online Calendar

Featured LIVE MUSIC
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Compiled by Connor Hyde

Midnight Rodeo
402 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy 
281-347-6336
www.midnightrodeokaty.com

September 
 11 Curtis Grimes
 18 Josh Grinder

Mo’s Place
21940 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
281-392-3499
www.mosplacekaty.com

August
 29  Chris Salinas
September
 12  Clay Crockett

27 Just Run for a Just Cause
Kingsland Baptist Church hosts its fifth annual 

run to fight against oppression in the red light districts 
in South Asia. The run offers either a 10K, 5K or 1-mile 
course. Awards are presented following the announcement 
of winners from each course. Packet pickup is Sept. 25–26 
at Luke’s Locker at LaCenterra in Cinco Ranch. 6:15–7:15 
a.m. $35 (10K and 5K), $10 (1-mile). Kingsland Baptist 
Church, 2055 Kingsland Blvd., Katy. 281-492-0785.  
www.kingslandjustice.com. 

28 Firethorne Triathlon 
Athletes have a chance to showcase their training 

at the Katy triathlon at Firethorne. The course features a 
500-meter swim, a 13-mile bike ride and a 3-mile run. All 
proceeds from the triathlon benefit the Katy Rotary Club to 
provide grants to graduating Katy ISD seniors and help fund 
other community projects. 7 a.m. $75 (triathlon), $86 (two-
person relay and three-person relay). 28100 N. Firethorne 
Road, Katy. www.katytriathlon.com 
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Dr. Mary Sue Harrison, Au.D. 
& Patricia Listi MCD, CCC-A

Diagnostic & Hearing aid services

FREE HEARING 
SCREENINGS 

Call for your appointment today

281.578.7500
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Suite 105 Katy, TX 77450 • 281.578.7500 • www.tohear.com

99

10

Kingsland Blvd.

                                                  S. M
ason Rd.

 
                  W

estgreen Blvd.

™
Family owned since 1986

Providing professional hearing 
healthcare services designed to 

increase our clients' quality of life.

Lifestyle Focused Hearing Aid 
Consultation
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290 to I-10
via Grand Parkway

Between 290 and I-10 there’s now an easier way to get 
around. Drive the new Grand Parkway (SH 99) Segment E 
toll road and see how much time you can save.

Need a tag to pay tolls? Sign up and fi nd maps and rates at:

Nonstop-n-Go

TxTag.org

The Reserve  
at Katy

From the mid-$400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
Fully Furnished Model 

Home for Sale
From the mid-$800s

(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates
From the mid-$600s

(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. BUILDER magazine, May 2014. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Homes Available for 
QUICK DELIVERY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities
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A generational business
Hugh Larkin, owner of Health-Rite Pharmacy, 
said he hopes his shop will develop into a 
generational business over the years where 
his customers will eventually start bringing 
their children and grandchildren.

“It’s based on the way my grandfather 
operated his dry cleaning business,” Larkin 
said. “It was always customer service 
oriented, a legacy not built on finances, but 
on relationships and respect.”

Larkin said he eventually would like to 
expand to a larger site. He said he has not 
put a timeframe on the expansion yet, but 
if it did happen, it would likely be within the 
next year or two.

“I want to bring back some things that the 
pharmacies of yesterday had,” he said. “I just 
want to make it a place where people can 
come together.”

Health-Rite Pharmacy
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Hugh Larkin, owner of Health-Rite Pharmacy in Katy, runs the shop with an experienced staff.
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Health-Rite Pharmacy
Pharmacist exits corporate world to run shop

H ugh Larkin spent 33 years 
working as a pharmacist in 
corporate America before he 

decided to try something new. He left 
his job in the Richmond area and on 
Nov. 7, 2011, he opened his own busi-
ness—Health-Rite Pharmacy—in Katy.

His goal, he says, is delivering phar-
macy back to the community, not just 
through the physical delivery of pre-
scriptions, but by building relationships 
with customers.

“It’s just about being able to give 
people the service they deserve,” he said. 
“Working in corporate America, you 
don’t have the support to handle the vol-
ume and spend the time with patients 
that they truly deserve.”

One of the most effective methods 
Larkin employs to connect with the 
community is Health-Rite’s free delivery 
service. Larkin will often go to customer 
houses personally, he said.

“It’s about building relationships,” he 
said. “It’s about going in and listening to 
what they have to say, especially people 
who are bedridden. Just to see someone 
smile and invite you in when you come 
to the door, it’s heartwarming.”

Now that he runs his own business, 
Larkin said he can also lend a hand to 

people in desperate situations who can-
not afford critical medication.

“I’ll show them the invoice and ask 
them to pay a little over to cover my 
labels and bottles, but sometimes I don’t 
event calculate that in,” he said. “We 
can’t do this for everyone, but we try 
to filter through those who are truly in 
need and do what we can to help.”

Health-Rite accepts all major insur-
ance plans, and staff will also help cus-
tomers navigate their payment options, 
including finding ways to reduce insur-
ance co-pays. Larkin said he will also 
special order anything a customer needs 
if it is not in stock. 

Business started slow for Larkin but 
has steadily grown over the years, he 
said. As he continues with his dream of 
bringing back the pharmacy as a com-
munity gathering place, he said he will 
never forget why he got into pharmacy 
into the first place.

“I didn’t open this to get rich,” he 
said. “We’re not looking at anyone as 
a number or dollar sign. This is an 
industry where you can really impact 
someone’s life. 

“My focus is to be a servant, to take  
my blessings and bless other people  
with them.”

BUSINESS

1801 N. Mason Road
Katy • 832-437-2216
www.health-ritekaty.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.
Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m.
Closed Sundays

The location on N. Mason Road was chosen for 
its proximity to the residential community.

Items not in stock can be special ordered.

Health-Rite Pharmacy also has a special agree-
ment to sell Circle E. scented candles onsite.

A knowledgeable staff 

By Shawn Arrajj

2
relief 

pharmacists

Larkin emphasized the importance of his staff in keeping the shop running. “Without a 
dedicated, loyal and professional staff I wouldn’t exist,” Larkin said.

3
technicians25

Lead pharmacy tech 
Shelley Yates has

years 
experience

Owner Hugh Larkin  
has been a registered 

pharmacist for

36 years

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

Store employs

&



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24  FEATURES
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A+ living

H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  H I G H  $ 1 0 0 S  T O  $ 8 0 0 S  |  A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D  |  P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  

Award-winning Katy and Lamar school districts  
provide quality education for all ages. 

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10 near the expanding  
Grand Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend  

of urban conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Whether casting a line across the lake,  
exploring scenic trails or relaxing poolside,  

Firethorne has something for everyone to enjoy.

220-622 August CommunityImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 8/18/14   11:51 AM

HealthOne 24 Hour Emergency Care-

West Campus is changing its name to 

West Houston Medical Center 24 Hour 

Emergency Center. We’ve always been a 

part of West Houston Medical Center so 

you’ll continue to receive the same quality 

care. Now our name reflects that.

5510 West Grand Parkway South 
Richmond, TX 77406

SW corner of Grand Parkway and 1093
In the Shops at Bella Terra

(Some areas may need to dial a 1.)
281-232-1600

We've always been part of West Houston
Medical Center. Now that is our name. 

WestHoustonMedical.com

You’ve made a home here, 
and now we have, too!

Now hiring claims professionals 
to join our growing team in Katy.to join our growing team in Katy.

Visit geico.jobs/houston to 
learn more about our growing 
company and careers in claims.
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La Balance

The crab cakes are one of La Balances most popular dishes during both lunch and dinner.
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La Balance
Restaurant brings upscale French fare to Katy

L a Balance general manager 
Manuel Atenco noticed that the 
Katy area does not have many 

fine dining options. Instead of sim-
ply lamenting the lack of fine dining, 
Atenco, an experienced restaurateur, 
and his business partners decided to fill 
the gap themselves by opening La Bal-
ance last August. 

“I live nearby, in Mission Bend. I 
come this way, but there was nothing, 
only chain restaurants. We decided to 
bring something unique,” he said.

Atenco and his partners are veter-
ans in the restaurant business, having 
worked at and managed restaurants all 
over the country. Atenco moved to the 
Houston area in 1997 to open a restau-
rant in the Galleria area. 

He had a lot of experience running 
Italian restaurants, however, there is 
not a dearth of Italian dining options in 
Katy, he said.

“We tried focusing on Italian restau-
rants, but we saw that there’s restaurants 
left and right,” Atenco said. “I said, ‘you 
need a French,’ and we’ve been in the 
French restaurant industry for over 30 
years.”

Atenco and La Balance’s executive 
chef, Oscar Hernandez, also had a 
strong background in French cuisine 
as well. Since Katy had no other restau-
rants focusing solely on French food, 
Atenco and his partners decided to open 
Katy’s first French restaurant.  

Though it was not the owners’ main 
intention at the outset, La Balance has 
become a popular restaurant for couples. 

“We don’t try to be the date spot, but 
so far, it’s been chosen by all the com-
munity as a date spot,” Atenco said.

The restaurant serves lunch on week-
days, dinner Monday through Saturday 
and brunch Saturday morning.  The res-
taurant is currently offering a seasonal 
summer prix-fixed menu at dinner for 
$24.50 a person. Popular items include 
the crab cakes, lobster salad and fois 
gras poêlé.

La Balance has an extensive wine 
list. It includes cabernets, pinot noirs, 
zinfandels, chardonnays and shirazes. 
Champagnes and dessert wines, as well 
as domestic and imported beers, are 
available. 

Throughout the month of August, in 
conjunction with Houston Restaurant 
Month, La Balance is offering a prix-fixed 
lunch menu for $20 and dinner for $35. 
A portion of each plate ordered goes to 
Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus.

La Balance’s owners take pride in 
their unique menu and setting. With 
only a handful of fine dining options in 
Katy and no other French restaurants, 
La Balance satisfies a specific craving no 
other local restaurant does, Atenco said.

“To get this type of food, you have to 
go to the city. There’s nothing else like 
this around here,” he said.

DINING

20680 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 110
Katy • 281-206-7974
www.labalancecuisine.com
Hours: 
Lunch: Mon–Fri 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Dinner: Mon–Sat 5 p.m.–10 p.m.
Brunch: Sat. 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
Closed Sundays

Popular items
• La salade de homard de Maine: A salad 

that includes Maine lobster, avocado and egg 
($14–23)

• Les escargots de Bourgogne: Snails served 
in garlic and butter ($10)

• Le foie gras poêlé: Liver served on brioche 
with orange marmalade and chocolate ($18)

• Le Gâteau de crabe: A crab cake made with 
jumbo lump crab meat, tomato basil sauce 
and lemon butter ($16)

By Kelli Answorth 

The owners of La Balance wanted to bring a new 
fine dining concept to the Katy area.

La Balance has an extensive wine list featuring red 
and white wines from all over the world.

Int
roduction 

FRENCH 
CUISINE

TO

Bisque: A creamy soup made from a 
base of shellfish stock.

Brulee: As in crème brulee, this term 
means to burn sugar on a food’s 
surface

Consomme: A clear soup with a 
rich flavor

Flambe: A dish which involves 
setting alcohol on fire as a part of the 
cooking process

Hors d’oevre:  An appetizer or first 
course. This is also called an amuse 
bouche in some restaurants. 

Marinate: Foods are soaked in a 
liquid or sauce prior to cooking to 
allow them to absorb the flavor

Roux: A mixture of melted butter and 
flour, usually used to thicken a soup 
or a sauce
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www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 210 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10
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Fun•Fair•Positive
Soccer

Making Youth Sports FUN Again!

FALL SOCCER SIGN UPFALL SOCCER SIGN UP

• No Travel: All games played locally-22 locations
• One practice per week
• All 8 Games on Saturday beginning Oct. 11

For more info or to sign up go to www.FFPS.org 
or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Save $5  Sign Up by September 3.

Full Uniform &
Trophy to All!

Girls & Boys:
4-18 years old 

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, TX 77477
281-494-4567

888-647-6611  |  Four Houston Locations  |  AuSTin • DALLAS • HouSTon • SAn AnTonio

biLLiArDFAcTory.comsigtheater.com

Store Wide ClearanCe Sale

FREE JOINT PAIN SEMINAR
Explore new technologies in hip and knee replacement.

Is your hip or knee
keeping you

from the golf course?

Individual results vary. Not all patients will have the same post-operative recovery and activity level. 
See your orthopaedic surgeon to discuss your potential benefits and risks.

GSNPS-AD-2
Copyright © 2014 Stryker. Printed in USA.

Register today at 1.888.STRYKER or MoveWithStryker.com

Then come listen  
to fellowship trained  
orthopaedic surgeon

Adam Freedhand, MD

Friday, October 3, 2014 – 6:00 pm
Top Golf
1030 Memorial Brook Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77084

Hors d’Oeuvres will be served  
and prizes will be raffled off!
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A ccording to Andrew Noyes, 
president of the Noyes Fine 
Arts Foundation, Katy needs 

more drama. To that end, Noyes and 
his associates on the foundation’s 
board of directors created an organi-
zation dedicated to bringing a semi-
professional theater and performing 
arts school to Katy. The foundation is 
awaiting final approval and funding 
from a federal grant program in order 
to construct a theatre, which it plans 
to build near Katy Mills mall. 
“Basically, we started the foundation 
because we wanted to bring different 
kinds of arts in Katy, “ he said. “We 
knew we needed to build a venue and 
get the funds to do that.”

The Noyes Fine Arts Foundation has 
already staged productions under the 
banner of The Katy Grand Theatre, 
relying on local churches and organi-
zations to allow them to use space. In 
2013, the Katy Grand Theatre pro-
duced a version of Broadway legend 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” 
as well as a Best of Broadway concert.

Once their theatre is complete, it 
will host a year-round season of semi-
professional plays and musicals. Noyes 
said he anticipates the theatre would 
produce seven or eight shows each 
year, with each show running for 14-16 
performances. The theatre would pro-
vide ample rehearsal space and seating 
for 400 audience members.

Previous Katy Grand Theatre 
productions have involved a mixture 
of experienced—even former profes-
sional—actors and singers as well as 
first-time performers.  

“We’ll have seasoned people in 
there, along with people who have 
never done it before, and that’s what 
we take pride in,” he said.  “We can 
take people who have never done 
anything before, and by the end you’d 
never know it.”

In the spirit of turning aspiring 
performers into seasoned veterans, the 
foundation is planning a performing 
arts school as a part of the larger the-
atre project. The school would teach a 
range of performing arts disciplines, 
including various styles of dance, 

singing and acting, Noyes said.
The Foundation has already seen 

success with the Katy Children’s 
Choir, which is under the direction of 
foundation Vice President Dr. Debra 
Seibert. The choir was formed in 2012 
and is open to Katy children from 
kindergarten to eighth-grade.

Another major objective is to start a 
city orchestra, Noyes said. The theatre 
would give the orchestra rehearsal and 
performance space.

To accomplish all of this, the Noyes 
Fine Arts Foundation applied for a 
grant from the US Department of 
Agriculture. Though Shakespeare and 
farming have little in common, the 
grant funds any facility that will help 
a community, which includes per-
forming arts venues. The foundation 
expects to receive word on its fund-
ing sometime in the coming months, 
Noyes said.

“We had a lot of people saying that 
community theatre wouldn’t work in 
Katy, but it’s fun to see your dentist up 
there that you didn’t know could sing 
and dance,” he said.

Noyes Fine Arts Foundation
Nonprofit wants to bring drama to Katy

NONPROFIT

1723 Sparrows Ridge Court
Katy • 281-903-6479
Anoyes@noyesfineartsfoundation.org
www.noyesfineartsfoundation.org

By Kelli Ainsworth

THE SHOW MUST GO ON
The theatre will produce

7–8 shows a year
Each show  
will run for

14–16
performances

 The theatre will seat 
approximately

400 people

The semi-professional 
theatre season  
will include both  

musicals & plays
The Noyes Arts Fine Arts Foundation 
supports the Katy Children’s Choir, 

which was founded in 2012.

Noyes Fine Arts Foundation

The Noyes Fine Arts 
Foundation wants to 

establish a 

Katy City Orchestra
which could perform at 

the planned theatre.

1520 Katy Gap Road, Katy, Texas 77494
(281) 394-0628

Hello@LegacyAtFalconPoint.com 

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS
 Come for a tour and experience the Legacy!

LegacyAtFalconPoint.com

LUXURY ASSISTED LIVING IS 
COMING TO FALCON POINT!

TM

ASSISTED LIVING LIKE YOU’ VE NEVER SEEN BEFORE!™

The Noyes Fine Arts Foundation aims to produce a variety 
of performing arts productions throughout the year.
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11 and 12 
Katy Rice Harvest Festival

The 34th annual festival celebrates Katy’s heritage and history. 

The festival features a parade, live entertainment on two stages, 

craft and food vendors and a carnival. Food includes barbecue, 

pizza, funnel cakes, boudain balls and roasted corn. Guests can 

park at Katy Mills mall and take a free shuttle to the festival in 

downtown Katy. 10 a.m.–midnight (Oct. 11), noon-6 p.m. (Oct. 

12). $8 (adults), free (children under 10, seniors, military, law 

enforcement and EMS personnel). Downtown Katy, Avenues B–C, 

2nd–3rd Streets. 281-391-5289. www.riceharvestfestival.org

11 and 12 
Bayou City Arts Festival

Art Colony Association hosts the Bayou City Arts Festival in 

downtown Houston. The annual event features art on display and 

for sale from more than 300 artists in 19 disciplines, including 

this year’s featured artist Ella Richards. Proceeds benefit arts 

education and art nonprofits. 10 a.m.–9:30 p.m. (Oct. 11), 10 

a.m.–6 p.m. (Oct. 12). $15 (ages 12 and over), $3 (ages 3–12), free 

(ages 2 and under). Downtown Houston, beginning in front of 

City Hall. 713-521-0133. www.artcolonyassociation.org

11 through Nov. 30 
Texas Renaissance Festival

The nation’s largest renaissance festival returns with 

eight themed weekends. Set in the 16th century, the 

festival features 200 daily costumed performances and 

demonstrations, games and rides. More than 400 vendors 

on-site sell food and beverages as well as handcrafted 

items, including jewelry, metal and glassware and musical 

instruments. 9 a.m.–8 p.m. $27 (adults), $13 (children ages 

5–12), free (ages 4 and under). 21778 FM 1774, Todd Mission. 

281-356-2178. www.texasrenfest.com

2014

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

ex
as

 R
en

ai
ss

an
ce

 F
es

tiv
al

September

26 through 28 
Galveston Island Shrimp Festival

The fifth annual festival features a boat and RV show, gumbo 

cookoff and tasting featuring amateur and restaurant 

competitors, a parade, live music, children’s activities and 1K and 

5K runs. 5–10 p.m. (Sept. 26),  10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sept. 27), 10 a.m.–5 

p.m. (Sept. 28) Prices vary. Saengerfest Park, 23rd Street and 

Strand, Galveston. 409-770-0999. www.yagaspresents.com

October

02 through 5 
The Original Greek Festival

Traditional food, crafts, gifts and art are on display and for sale 

at the annual Greek Festival in Montrose. Festival-goers can also 

watch traditional Greek dancing each night, which reflects the 

culture and customs of the country. Cathedral tours that focus on 

the history of Orthodox Christianity also take place during the 

festival. 5–10 p.m. (Oct. 2), 11 a.m.–3 p.m., 5 p.m.–10 p.m. (Oct. 

3), 11 a.m.–10 p.m. (Oct. 4), noon–6 p.m. (Oct. 5). $5 (admission 

at the gate). Free admission (Oct. 3 11 a.m.–3 p.m. and every day 

for children 12 ages and under). $20 (pre-sale ticket includes one-

day admission and a dinner plate). 3511 Yoakum Blvd., Houston.  

713-526.5377. www.greekfestival.org 

04 Creekfest
Organized by the Houston Northwest Chamber of 

Commerce with the help of local cultural organizations, the 

fourth annual festival provides live entertainment, local artists and 

vendors, food and family-friendly activities for the community 

to experience local arts and culture. Attendees experience 

fine arts through hands-on art projects, artist demonstrations, 

performances and library activities at the Barbara Bush Library. 

The Color the Creek Fun Run kicks off the event at 8 a.m. 10 

a.m.–4 p.m. $40 (registration for 5K). $20 (family fun run). Free 

(other Creekfest events).Locations vary along Cypresswood Drive.  

281-440-4160. www.creekfesthouston.com

09 through 12 
Festa Italiana

Italian food, dance and culture are celebrated at this annual 

festival in Houston. Food options include pasta, meatball 

sandwiches, pizza, caprese, chicken Marsala, cannoli and Italian 

cookies. Activities throughout the weekend include a grape 

stomp, pasta-eating contest, sidewalk art and a classic car show. 

There is also live music and children’s activities, such as a puppet 

show, inflatables and a rock wall. Proceeds from the festival help 

to fund the educational programs and events hosted by the 

Italian Cultural and Community Center.  5–10 p.m. (Oct. 9), 11 

a.m.–10 p.m. (Oct. 10), 11 a.m.–10 p.m. (Oct. 11), 11 a.m.–6 p.m. 

(Oct. 12). $6, Free admission Oct. 9 and before 4 p.m. Oct. 10. 

University of St. Thomas, 1101 Milford St., Houston.  

www.houstonitalianfestival.com

©2013 Buller Photography - BullerImages.com

Katy ISD Education Foundation - Where Imagination Inspires

No Label Brewery 
Individual tickets may be purchased for $40 each

online at katyisdeducationfoundation.org
Sponsorship Opportunities Available • 281.396.6031

Thursday, September 18th  -  5:30-8:00pm

Ticket prices include live entertainment and all food and beverages. EVENT IS ADULTS ONLY

Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth
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08 through Dec. 24 
Home for the Holidays

Thousands of twinkling lights highlight the holiday market 

in Old Town Spring. More than 150 shops and restaurants 

are open as a variety of entertainment is offered such as 

musicians, cloggers and carolers. Santa arrives for photos 

Saturdays and Sundays. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. (Tuesdays through 

Saturdays), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sundays), noon–6 p.m. Free. Old 

Town Spring, 403 Main St., Spring. 281-353-9310.  

www.oldtownspring.com

13 through 16 
Nutcracker Market

The Houston Ballet’s annual event features hundreds of 

merchants and vendors. Special events take place throughout 

the market, including a Saks Fifth Avenue Fashion Show and 

Luncheon, and a Macy’s Fashion Show and Brunch. Proceeds 

benefit the Houston Ballet’s scholarship program. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 

(Nov. 13–14), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Nov. 15–16) $15 (general admission). 

Special event tickets sold separately. NRG Center, One NRG 

Park, Houston. 713-535-3231. www.houstonballet.org

December

12 through 14 
Tomball German Christmas Market

This German food and market festival includes mulled wine, 

Christmas Stollen and bratwurst. Dutch Santa makes a visit along 

with a variety of entertainers. Market highlights include rides, 

a bungee-jump and pony rides. Free admission, parking and 

shuttle. 6–10 p.m. (Dec. 12), 10 a.m.–10 p.m. (Dec. 13), 10 a.m.–6 

p.m. (Dec. 14). Old Town Tomball, near Historical Train Depot 

Plaza, 201 S. Elm. 281-379-6844. www.tomballgermanfest.org

25 Houston Margarita Festival
Margarita aficionados can sample more than 15 

seasonal margaritas at the annual food and drink showcase. Food 
from area Mexican, Tex-Mex, seafood and Cajun restaurants is 
also featured. Live entertainment includes top 40, salsa and blues 
music, as well as salsa dancing and limbo competitions. 2–10 
p.m., $25 (ages 21 and older). Discovery Green, 1500 McKinney 
St., Houston. www.houstonmargaritafest.cmom

26 Boo Bash
Trader’s Village Flea Market hosts its annual Halloween 

event for kids. Children ages 12 and under can trick or treat 
at participating vendor stands. Other activities include face 
painting, balloon animals and a fire truck display. 1–4 p.m. Free. 
Trader’s Village, 7979 North Eldridge Road. 281-890-5500.  
www.tradersvillage.com

30 through Nov. 2 
International Quilt Festival

Hundreds of quilt varieties are on display at Houston’s annual 
quilt festival. Discussions and classes are also held during the 
event. 7–10 p.m. (Oct. 29 preview night), 10 a.m.–7 p.m. (Oct. 
30–Nov. 1), 10 a.m.–4 p.m. (Nov. 2). $12 (adults), $9 (seniors and 
students), Free (children ages 10 and under). George R. Brown 
Convention Center, 1001 Avenida De Las Americas, Houston. 
www.quilts.com

31 through Nov. 2 
Dia de los Muertos

MECA hosts a celebration in honor of the traditional Latin 
American holiday that celebrates the lives of family members and 
friends who have passed away. The annual event includes an altar 
exhibit competition, foods from Latin and Central America, vendor 
booths and performing artists. A fundraiser for attendees ages 21 
and up takes place Oct. 31. The festival starts Nov. 1 and is open 
to all ages. 7–11 p.m. (Oct. 31), 11 a.m.–7 p.m. (Nov. 1), 11 a.m.–6 
p.m. (Nov. 2). Free (festival admission), $30 (fundraiser pre-sale), 
$40 (fundraiser at the door). 1900 Kane St., Houston. 713-802-9370. 
www.meca-houston.org 

November

02 Free Trade Market
The West Houston Church of Christ hosts a fundraising 

event to raise money for various causes. Rapha House and 
Enternal Threads, organizations that help women recover from 
sex trafficking, as well as Mission Lazarus, which helps people 
in Honduras find work and obtain health care, sell items at the 
event. 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. West Houston Church of Christ, 17100 

West Road. 281-856-0001. www.westhoustonchurch.org
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17 and 18 
Judy Dierker Holiday Market

Hosted by The Foundry Church, the 2014 holiday market features 
more than 100 vendors offering handcrafted items, seasonal 
decor, home decor, clothing and jewelry. The event also features 
a tea room, barbecue stand and Coffee and Treat Shoppe. 
Proceeds benefit local nonprofit Cy-Hope. 8 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. 
Foundry United Methodist Church, 8350 Jones Road, Houston. 
713-937-9388. www.foundrychurch.org

18 and 19 
Petfest

Old Town Spring hosts the annual event dedicated to finding 
homes for animals in shelters and helping rescue groups across 
the Greater Houston area. In addition to raising money and 
recruiting volunteers for these organizations and finding foster 
homes for the animals, the festival provides entertainment and 
education to children and families, including costume contests, 
wiener races, pet parade and Ask a Vet sessions. 9:45 a.m.–4 p.m. 
(Oct. 18). 10:45 a.m.–3:30 p.m. (Oct. 19). Free. 281-353-9310.  
www.oldtownspring.com/petfest-2014

19 St. Katharine Drexel Church Bazaar
The church’s annual bazaar includes a barbecue and 

Mexican food dinner from 11 a.m.–1:30 p.m., live auction from 
1–6 p.m., raffle drawing and live music. Additionally, there are 
games, food booths and a silent auction. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. 
St. Katharine Drexel Church, 22892 Mack Washington Lane, 
Hempstead. 979-826-2275. www.skdcc.com 

24 Island Oktoberfest
The First Lutheran Church in Galveston hosts an annual 

celebration of German heritage, which draws 15,000 attendees. 
Festivities include German dancing and music, children’s 
activities, vendor booths, German food and a wide beer 
selection. In addition, homemade cakes, pies, candies, cookies 
and other baked goods are sale. Events take place at the church, 
and surrounding streets. 5–11 p.m. (Oct. 24), 11 a.m,–11 p.m. 
(Oct. 25). Free. First Lutheran Church, 2415 Avenue G, Galveston. 
409-762-8477. www.galvestonoktoberfest.com

25 Living History Festival
The Fort Bend County Museum Association presents 

the 31st annual Texian Market Days Living History Festival. 
Visitors can immerse themselves in historical re-enactments 
from four distinct eras. Activities include battle re-enactments, 
historic home tours, pioneer food demonstrations and historic 
food tastings. Food and craft vendors are on-site as well. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. $15 (adults), $10 (ages 5-15), free (ages 4 and under). 
George Ranch Historical Park, 10215 FM 762, Richmond. 281-343-
0218  www.texianmarketdays.com. www.georgeranch.org

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes 
China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore  

Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger Loila 
Maximal Art • Lenny & Eva 

Marianna Jewelry • Waxing Poetic 
Spartina • Department 56 Free Two-Tone 

Clasp Bracelet
Free Two-Tone with $500 purchase. 

Sterling silver, gold clasp bracelet. 
While supplies last. 

Free Bracelet 
with $100 purchase. 

Your choice of a sterling silver 
clasp, Bangle, or Pandora 

Essence Collection 
bracelet. While 

supplies last.

September 18-21st 



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com30  FEATURES

NONPROFIT

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions

Brazos River developments take shape

Harris County Master Gardeners

SUGAR LAND Stretching more 
than 800 miles through the center of 
Texas, the Brazos River is one of the 
longest rivers in the U.S. and played 
a major role in the early settlement 
of Fort Bend County. Today it offers 
several miles of undeveloped land in 
Sugar Land and Missouri City—prime 
real estate for parkland, green space 
and recreational opportunities.

In an effort to preserve the natural 
habitat along the Brazos River corridor 
while bringing new outdoor amenities to 
the community, local nonprofit Fort Bend 
Green—in conjunction with a handful of 
community partners—has spent the past 
three years creating a recreation plan for 
the Brazos River corridor. Drafting the 
master plan started with a grant from the 
National Parks Service. After several years 
of community engagement, Fort Bend 
Green presented its master plan in May.

“This plan is a living document,” said 
Kim Icenhower, community relations 
specialist with Fort Bend Green.  

“Fort Bend Green will continue to seek 
ideas and feedback and revise ongoing 
work as needs and desires of the commu-
nity change.”

Overall, the plan outlines 17 projects for 
the Brazos River corridor—including six 
major projects in Sugar Land and three 
near Sienna Plantation in Missouri City—
that will be completed in the next two to 
five years. These projects are expected to 
help develop the corridor as a destination 
outdoor attraction, said Lisa Cox, recre-
ation director with Sienna Plantation.
Full story by John Rigg

CY-FAIR Whether through plant sales, 
a lecture series or gardening advice, 
the Harris County Master Garden-
ers organization has assisted county 
residents with various gardening and 
horticulture needs for the last 28 years.

“In Harris County there are two hor-
ticulture agents and more than 4 million 
people that we consider our clientele to 
reach about gardening, landscaping and 
lawn care,” said Skip Richter, county 
extension horticulturist with the Texas 
A&M Agrilife Extension Office. “By 
training volunteers, we can be in more 
places at once and reach more people.” 

Interested volunteers who want to 
become a master gardener take a series 
of classes during a 12-week period to 
learn about topics, such as basic botany, 
vegetables, soils, trees, insects and dis-
eases, or anything related to plants and 
landscaping. After the class, each partici-
pant is required to complete 60 volunteer 
hours, after which they can continue to 
do volunteer work throughout the year. 

“On the fourth Tuesday of the month, 
we’ll have volunteers in the gardens to 
answer questions and host other educa-
tional events for children and adults,” 
Richter said. “We have a spring and fall 
field day as well.” 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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Homebase Pizza

Wellness programs becoming a priority for 
local employers

CY-FAIR Just over two years ago, 
Sohail and Samina Burkie, who lived 
in London at the time, sold everything 
they owned to move to America and 
open their own business. While the 
Burkies were inexperienced in the art 
of pizza making, the couple pursued 
their dream of opening a pizza shop in 
Houston and have dedicated their lives 
to improving their craft ever since.

The husband-and-wife duo are heavily 
involved in the kitchen, working with a 
staff of five. Both owners said they are in 
the shop before it opens every day and 
usually will stay until closing time.

The couple chose Houston after visiting 
the area several times and finding the 
people to be friendlier than anywhere else 
they had traveled, Samina said.

“We’ve been to Spain and Italy, and 
they were both nice places, but the people 
in Houston make the difference,” she said. 
“We also thought it was the best option 
for our kids.”

With little experience in cooking pizza, 
the couple dove in. Through practice and 
experimentation, they managed to come 
up with a style similar to New York-style 
pizza that has set off a chain reaction of 
word-of-mouth referrals.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

CY-FAIR Several companies in Cy-Fair 
have begun to place an emphasis on 
employee wellness programs as the imple-
mentation of health care reform continues. 

“Companies are recognizing the cost 
for employee health care is going up,” 
said Beryl Ramsey, CEO of Houston 
Methodist Willowbrook Hospital. “We 
have a very costly health care system here 
in the U.S., and many companies are 
looking at how they can reduce costs and 
make sure their employees are healthy.”

Houston Methodist Willowbrook plans 
to open a new 6,600-square-foot wellness 
facility in October for hospital employees 
and local employers, offering yoga, zumba, 
boot camp and aerobics classes along with 
access to physicals and health screenings. 

“We wanted to make sure our wellness 
program was tailored to the needs of busi-
nesses in the community so it’s convenient 
and easy,” Ramsey said. 

Houston Methodist’s wellness program 
is comprised of two divisions—employee 
wellness for the hospital system’s 17,000 
employees and corporate wellness for 
companies in the Houston area who can 
pay for wellness services. 

“With the corporate wellness piece, we 
have an opportunity to create a culture of 
wellness within an entity,” said Jennifer 
Borders, director of wellness services for 
the Houston Methodist Hospital system. 

The expansion also includes a 
1,500-square-foot fitness center for hos-
pital employees, which will feature cardio 
equipment, treadmills, ellipticals, and 
free weights. 

“Houston Methodist is very interested 
in the health and well-being of its employ-
ees, and the expansion of the wellness 
services here at the Willowbrook location 
is one step toward that,” Borders said. 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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17111 West Road, Ste. 103
Houston • 281-858-8611
www.homebasepizza.com
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10:30 p.m.,
Sun. 11:30 a.m.–9 p.m.
Closed Mondays

REAL MUSCLE
IN HEART

To learn more about our commitment to 
excellence, visit heart.memorialhermann.org

Proud to receive a top quality 
rating for heart bypass surgery. 

Memorial Hermann Heart & Vascular Institute-Memorial City 
has joined the top ranks of the nation’s hospitals with a 
Three-Star rating from The Society of Thoracic Surgeons for 
quality related to heart bypass surgeries performed in January 
through December 2013. The nation’s top measure for clinical 
quality in heart bypass surgery,  a Three-Star rating places the 
Institute among the top 10 percent of programs in the United 
States. This rating reflects the 11 measures of quality for 
coronary artery bypass that directly affect positive patient 
outcomes. It’s one more reason why Memorial Hermann 
Memorial City is setting the pace in cardiovascular care in 
west Houston.
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KISD bond
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A second stadium 
Although the 2013 bond that contained 

provisions for a second stadium failed, the 
bond committee felt it was necessary to meet 
the needs of the district, Carmichael said. 

“We’re the only district in the state with 
seven high schools and one facility,” Frai-
ley said. “We need the extra space for our 
students to perform, and whether that’s in 
marching band or on the football field, we 
need the playing surface.” 

As KISD prepares to add its eighth high 
school, the district would have to lease facil-
ities from neighboring districts for football 
games, Carmichael said, and most likely 
would only be able to use them on Thurs-
day nights. 

“We would have some students going out 
of district on Thursday night, and it’s diffi-
cult when they get home at midnight and 
have an exam the next day,” he said. “That’s 
not fair compared to the student who plays 
on Friday night and got a full night’s rest the 
night before.” 

In addition to football games, the sec-
ond stadium could host other events, such 
as fine arts competitions, soccer playoff 
games, marching band competitions or 
various regional and state tournaments, 
district officials said. 

The 12,000-seat stadium itself is expected 
to cost $43.6 million. Associated infrastruc-
ture, such as a field house and new parking 
spots, would cost an additional $14 million. 
The facility would be located on a piece of 
district-owned land adjacent to Rhodes 
Stadium and feature a press box, restroom, 
field house and concessions area. The sta-
dium proposal calls for 2,000 fewer seats 
than the 2013 referendum. 

“We think this is the size of a stadium 
that will meet the needs of our district and 
be something citizens here in Katy will say, 
‘They scaled it down and they heard our cry, 
and this is something we can get behind,’” 
Carmichael said. 

Major renovations 
Six comprehensive campus renovations 

are included in the bond package for some 

of the oldest schools in the district, includ-
ing 32-year-old Memorial Parkway Junior 
High. School administrators said many of 
the campus features, including the stage, 
lighting, lockers and shape of the class-
rooms, which have not been updated since 
1982, are not conducive for today’s students.  

“I’m not asking for a new campus, I 
appreciate the history of this campus and 
the fact that it’s an amazing community,” 
KISD parent Elizabeth Johnson said. 
“That being said, when a child’s learning is 
impacted negatively because they can’t see 
or because they don’t have enough space, 
that is not acceptable.” 

Mayde Creek High School, Memorial 
Parkway Elementary, Cimarron Elemen-
tary, Golbow Elementary and Pattison Ele-
mentary are set to receive comprehensive 
renovations as well, but 51 of 58 campuses 
will see some type of update through this 
bond. 

“This bond package remodels six exist-
ing schools that are 30-plus years old,” Car-
michael said. “It goes in and completely 
remodels and brings them up to a new 
standard. I think parents in those schools 
will be excited to see a needed facelift to 
those buildings that have aged over time.” 

Katy ISD residents can register to vote 
in the Nov. 4 election through Oct. 6, and 
early voting runs from Oct. 20–31. 

Demographic firm Population Survey Analysts has projected 
that Katy ISD is growing at a rate of 3,000 new students each 
year, and the growth is not expected to slow down. 

2010
60,000 

students

2014
70,000 

students

2018
80,000 

students

2023
94,000 

students

Breaking down the bond 

Katy ISD projected growth

Behind the bond 

Total bond package

47.7%  Six new schools

18.1% Campus renovations

10.8% Student activity facilities

4.5% Other

6.7% Technology

5.6% Existing facilities components

4.9% Facility expansions

1.7% Safety and security

227
Bond committee 

members
8,890

new classroom seats

Bond would add

3,000
new students are 

expected to enroll in KISD 
each year over the next 

10 years

6new 
schools

included in bond package

57campuses
were represented in the 
bond committee

½¢ tax increase possible if 
the bond passes

$748,118,930
The last day to register to vote 

in the November election is 

Early voting 
will run from 

Oct. 
6

Oct. 20–31
Election Day is Nov. 4

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch • 23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy, Texas 77494 • 713-486-5300

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch is offering Flu Shots and Educational Seminar

This is an informational seminar where 

attendees can learn all about the various 

bariatric surgical procedures available and 

ask the presenting physician questions.

To reserve your seat, please call 713-486-5300.

BARIATRIC FREE INFORMATIONAL SEMINAR
Monday Sept. 8th

6pm - 7pm

FLU SHOTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR $15
Call to schedule your appointment. 

713-486-5300
Your appointment will take approximately 10 

minutes. Walk-ins are welcome. Wait time may vary 
depending on scheduled appointments. 

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

For more information and voting locations,  
visit katyisd.org.
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If the bond package is approved by voters, there could be up to a half-
cent tax increase. The district’s tax rate has remained the same at $1.5266 
since the 2007-08 school year. 

Home Value
$100,000

Increase per year
$5

Increase per month
$0.42

Home Value
$200,000

Increase per year
$10

Increase per month
$0.83

Home Value
$300,000

Increase per year
$15

Increase per month
$1.25

1
4

3

2
5
6

5

2

2

1

4

3

1 6

Kingsland Blvd.

Lakes of Bridgewater Dr.

The 2014 Katy ISD bond package includes provisions for six new 
school sites and six major campus renovations across the district. 

Proposed new campuses

Major renovations

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

6

6

Elementary school
Cinco Trace Drive at Westridge Creek

Memorial Parkway JH
21203 Highland Knolls Drive
Completed by 2018

Mayde Creek HS
19202 Groeschke Road
Completed by 2018

Memorial Parkway Elementary
21603 Park Tree Lane
Completed by 2017

Cimarron Elementary
1100 South Peek Road
Completed by 2017

Golbow Elementary
3535 Lakes of Bridgewater Drive
Completed by 2018

Pattison Elementary 
19910 Stonelodge Drive
Completed by 2018

Elementary school
Peek Road at Stockdick School Road

Elementary school
Kingsland Blvd. near Pederson Road

Middle School
Hawk’s Landing

Middle School
Peek Road at Stockdick School Road

High School No. 8
Peek Road at Stockdick School Road

1463

Source: Katy ISD

The Shape Of Behavior
20718 Park Row Katy, TX 77449

Ph# 832.358.2655
www.shapeofbehavior.com

The Shape Of BehaviorAutism Services and Behavior Therapy

 In Clinic Treatment 

 Social Skills

 Shadowing

 Diagnostic Services Diagnostic Services

FREE 
Shape it Trainings 

Trainings focused on ABA*
and behavior intervention strategies

*ABA Therapy Clinic and we have been in business since 2000. 

Our Board Certifi ed Behavior Analysts (BCBA) 
have develop an individualized program. We offer 

an array of services such as in-clinic treatment, 
social skills training, in-school shadowing programs, 

parent trainings, and play  groups.

Map not to scale

Stockdick School Rd. 

Beckendorff Rd. 

Student activity facilities

1

2

Agricultural Sciences Center
Beckendorff Road at Katy Hockley 
Cutoff Road
Expansion of the Gerald D. Young 
Agricultural Sciences Center

Second stadium north of 
Rhodes Stadium
Franz Road

*Conservative estimate over four years
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The Katy edition 
of Community Impact Newspaper is now distributed to 

homes, apartments and businesses

89,655

Thank you 
to our valued readers and advertisers. Our 
commitment is unwavering in providing you 

the most relevant, useful content.

529

6

10

99

77493 77449

77094

7745077494

77441

Katy

To advertise or to submit story ideas: 
(281)469-6181 •  impactnews.com 



EMPLOYMENT STATS

132,651 people in the labor force
70.9% labor participation rate 
This means that 70 percent of Katy residents who are of working age 
are either employed or actively seeking employment. Data covers the 
181-square-mile area encompassed by Katy ISD. 

Katy Area

4.3%
5%

5.6%
4%

6.3% 4.5%

HOW KATY COMPARES – UNEMPLOYMENT DATA

Texas Houston  
Metro

Fort Bend 
County

Harris 
County

Waller 
County
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Employment
Continued from | 1

care and entertainment services, which in 
turn leads to more jobs, said Lance LaCour, 
CEO of the Katy Area Economic Develop-
ment Council.

“Jobs in the energy sector and in the 
Energy Corridor are driving our energetic 
economic expansion in the Katy area,”  
he said.

Biggest industries
According to data from the EDC, 18.8 

percent of Katy’s workforce is employed in 
education and health care, constituting the 
largest employment sector in the area. The 
next largest sector is the professional and 
scientific sector, which includes oil and gas 
jobs, at 14.9 percent.

Hotze Health and Wellness Center, a 
family practice with an emphasis on well-
ness and preventive care, has been in Katy 
since 1989. The company employs 100 
people—from front office staff to nurses to 
physicians. The company is seeking wellness 
coaches, bilingual nurse practitioners or 
physicians’ assistants and  bilingual physi-
cians, said Jennifer Johnson, marketing spe-
cialist for Hotze Health and Wellness.

“We recruit based upon the organization’s 
needs; therefore, as we grow, we are looking 
at which A-players will provide value to our 
current team,” she said.

Several Katy hospitals are expanding, 
while new physician’s offices and urgent care 
centers are being built throughout the area.

“The largest health care companies are in 
expansion modes as Memorial Hermann is 
adding over $100 million in capital invest-
ment at two sites,” LaCour said. “Methodist 
is expanding as well with a new office build-
ing and the repurposing of the Christus 
Hospital as a long-term acute center.”

Memorial Hermann Katy is constructing 
a new patient tower and expanding many of 
its departments. The hospital expects to hire 
160 new employees by the time its expan-
sion is complete in summer 2015. 

“We’ll have to increase staff everywhere 
from housekeeping to nursing staff, IT, all 
the support services will have to increase,” 
said John Kueven, director of hospital oper-
ations for Memorial Hermann Katy.

Oil and gas companies have long been 
an employment staple in the Katy area, 
LaCour said. 

“Within a 30-minute drive time of Mason 
Road and I-10, there are approximately 
35,000 employed engineering and architec-
tural occupations,” he said.

The number of engineering positions in 
the area will increase when Foster Wheeler 
completes its expansion. LaCour said the 
company is seeking an additional 300,000 
square feet of office space in the area.

DNV-GL, a Norwegian oil and gas advis-
ing company is expanding its Katy office 
by 47,500 square feet, enough to house 350 
additional employees. The main reason for 
the expansion is the merger between Det 
Norske Veritas and Germanischer Lloyd, 
said Kristian Lindo, DNV-GL regional 

communications manager.
“We are expanding our building 

here to make room for them so we can 
work in the same place as one company,”  
he said.

However, the company is also hir-
ing new employees, mostly in mid-and 
upper-level positions, including engi-
neers, project managers and naval archi-
tects, Lindo said.

New opportunities
New companies that opened shop in Katy  

in the past year are creating a more diverse 
set of job opportunities, outside of oil and 
gas, engineering, education and health care. 

Geico, which opened a claims center 
at Mason Creek Office Park in 2013, has 
already hired 450 employees and expects 
to hit 600 by the end of the year, said Geico 
spokeswoman Janine DeSalvo. 

So far, the company has hired for entry-
level and early career positions, she said. 
Geico does not advertise for upper-level 
positions as its policy is to promote entirely 
from within. 

“While we hire in most at the entry level, 
we promote from within so there’s a lot of 
upward mobility,” DeSalvo said. “It’s not 
uncommon to see people who have been 
with the company 10, 20, 40 years. Our CEO 
started out in the mailroom 50 years ago.”

Zoombang, a company that manufac-
tures a special polymer that responds 
well to force for use in sports and military 
equipment, has relocated to Katy, off FM 
1463 and I-10, from Pennsylvania. The 
company’s new owners, including CEO 
and president Joseph Scott, are from the 
Katy area and knew it would be an ideal 
location to expand their product line.

“We are very well-embedded in the pro-
fessional sports leagues. We sell to most NFL 
teams, to virtually any professional sport,” 
Scott said. “We’re not that ingrained in 
youth and high school levels yet. Because of 
the hotbed that Katy is in high school foot-
ball, it was the ideal location.”

Scott said Zoombang will soon begin hir-
ing manufacturing, seamstress and sales 
positions. The company will determine how 
many new employees it needs based on its 
growth and success.

The influx of new companies coming to 
Katy—Trader Joes opening in LaCenterra, 
and the expansions of Memorial Hermann, 
Methodist, Foster Wheeler, Academy, Wood 
Group Mustang and Conoco—mean the job 
market in Katy will remain healthy.

“The energy services industry cluster–
headquarters, administration, manufactur-
ing, R&D–and health care are likely to be 
some of the biggest job creators,” LaCour 
said.  “There are some distribution centers 
eyeing the Katy area as well, with our great 
proximity to I-10 and the new Grand Park-
way now open.“ 

HELP 
WANTED

Katy- area employers in a variety of industries are expected to 
create more job opportunities for Katy residents in the next 
few years. These new jobs may help Katy’s unemployment 
rate stay below the national and state rates.

KATY OCCUPATIONAL EMPLOYMENT

Management, 
Business  
& Science:

48%
59,737

Production:

7.2%
9,008

Service:

12.3%
15,314

Sales & Offi ce:

26%
32,419

National Resources, 
Construction:

6.4%
32,419 jobs

Largest sectors of employment (2012)

14.9%

Professional
& Scientifi c

18.8%

Education  
& Health care

10%

Manufacturing

11.8%

Retail trade

LOCAL JOB CREATORS

550 jobs 
over the next 2–3 years

Dyna-Drill is a subsidiary of 
Schlumberger that manufactures 
drilling equipment for the oil and 
gas industry.

The company provides 
artificial lift technology and 
services, which help oil and 
gas companies maximize the 
profit and productivity of their 
extraction operations.

Geico is currently the second 
largest insurance company in  
the nation. }

}

}

}

}

100 jobs 
over the next 2 years

250 jobs 
over the next 4 years

150–200
currently hiring

20 jobs
currently hiring

Igloo produces a variety of 
coolers and outdoor products.

The company produces 
supplies and equipment for use 
in health care facilities from 
clinics to hospitals.

Source: Katy Area EDC

(all numbers taken from 2012 American Community Survey)

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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Raintree Village features more than 1,200 
homes in an established Katy neighborhood 
with home prices ranging from $107,000 
to $250,000. Located within Katy ISD, 
the community offers tennis courts, a 
playground, a community pool and a splash 
pad. Home builders including Beazer Homes 
and Lennar Homes offer new, energy-efficient 
homes with flexible floorplans. Floorplan 
amenities include a spacious family room, 
formal dining room, covered rear patio and 
design packages with options such as a 
fireplace in the family room and a study.

Build-out year: Lots and new homes available

Builders include: Lennar and Beazer

Square footage: 952–2,685

Home values: $107,999–$180,000, new 
construction up to $230,000

HOA dues (estimated): $396 annually 

Amenities: Pool, splash park, tennis court

Nearby Attractions: Katy Mills mall, hospitals, 
library, restaurants, LaCenterra, shopping

Property taxes (in dollars):

Harris County  0.414550 
Harris County Dept. Education  0.006358 
Harris County ESD 48  0.092000
Harris County Flood Control  0.028270 
Harris County Hospital  0.170000 
Katy ISD  1.526600
Port of Houston Authority  0.017160 
West Harris County MUD 7  0.900000

Total (per $100 value) 3.154938
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Coldwell Banker United
281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com
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Market Data
On the market  (August 2014)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

$149,999 or under – 56/38 6/48 10/18 –

$150,000–$199,999 – 101/49 21/26 18/38 4/31

$200,000–$299,999 1/6 18/50 48/39 51/57 113/44

$300,000–$399,999 4/22 1/56 37/37 22/89 152/56

$400,000–$499,999 4/25 – 11/34 17/83 98/71

$500,000–$599,999 1/21 – 11/31 3/63 90/87

$600,000–$799,999 4/37 1/30 9/29 3/84 56/83

$800,000–$999,999 3/62 – – 2/52 12/60

$1 million + 4/78 – 5/45 3/42 18/62  

REAL ESTATE FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of August 2014

$166,628 178$76.65 46

Median 
home value

Homes under 
contract*

Homes on 
the market*

Average days 
on the market*

$5,257

Median annual 
property taxes

Median price 
per square foot

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Marshall Oaks

Groundbreaking: March 2014

Builders include: Emerald Homes 

Number of lots: 225

Lot size: 65–1/3 acres

Square footage: 2,911–5,000

Home values: $444,000–$595,000

HOA dues (estimated): $1,300

Amenities: Gated community, lake, walking trails, 
pier, playground, picnic pavilion

Schools: Kilpatrick Elementary, Woodcreek Junior 
High, Tompkins High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Fort Bend County  0.49976 
Katy ISD  1.52660 
Fort Bend MUD 185  1.20000 
Fort Bend EMS 2  0.09800

Total (per $100 value) 3.32436

Example taxes: Average home value of 
$500,000 would have annual property taxes of 
$16,623.30 

Raintree Village

20442 White Poplar Drive $169,900

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  1,938 sq. ft.
Agent: Gary Lee   832-287-4778
Keller Williams Signature  

20303 Desert Willow Drive $172,500

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,670 sq. ft.
Agent: Helen Van Slyke  832-451-9377
Van Slyke Real Estate  

Recent listings
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Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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from $200s-Millions

crosscreektexas.com
     facebook.com/crosscreektexas . 281.344.9882 

HigHland . lennar . newmark . Perry Homes

sitterle . trendmaker . Village Builders

Luxury Builders:
aVanti . darling . Huntington . Partners in Building

2013 GHBA
Developer of the Year

Naturally.

  You can spend the day relaxing or daydreaming,
         or enjoying world class amenities, parks, and miles and miles of hike and bike trails— 

    a veritable playground for family fun, even for Fido. 

                         Homes for every lifestyle on Texas-sized homesites.  

Naturally.

October is AWESOME!
OCT 12 

7am

Annual Oktoberfest 
Triathlon

OCT 18
11am-4pm

5th Annual Fulshear 
Scarecrow Festival

First 3 Weekends
in October

Cross Creek Ranch
Fall Home Tour!
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