
Cane Island community driving 
electric infrastructure upgrades

Development generating need for power

New stores suggest a more multicultural Katy

International markets 
offer flavor of home
By Nick Cenegy

When the owners of Katy Gro-
cers, an Indian and Pakistani 
food market, opened on South 
Mason Road five years ago, there 
were only two other Indo-Pak 
markets in the Katy area. Now 
there are five. 

People may think of the area as 
a somewhat homogeneous popu-
lation—and maybe it once was—
but not anymore, said Haseeb 
Thara, supervisor at Katy Gro-
cers and kin to the owner and 
three business partners. 

“It was like that maybe 10 years 
ago,” he said. “In the last five years 
I’ve seen a big change. In the last 
year I’ve seen the biggest change.”

A lot of people are moving into 
the area, especially Indians and 
Pakistanis, he said. 

That trend has yet to be 
reflected in demographic num-
bers, according to demographers, 
but culturally specific grocery 
stores could be a leading indica-
tor of a growing population. 

In a two-mile stretch near Katy 
Grocers on South Mason Road, 
there are grocery stores dedi-
cated to regions in the world that 
are continents apart. 

A few doors down from Katy 
Grocers is Cedars Mediterranean 
Grill and Market. Another Medi-
terranean grocer, called Alsafa, is 
located a mile north. That store 
shares a parking lot with Pinoy 
Grocery, a Filipino food mar-
ket, and is just across the road 
from African Intl. Market, which 
largely sells popular Nigerian and 
Ghanian food. There are also the 
much larger and more prevalent 
Latino food markets, such as Las 
Tarascas, also on South Mason 
Road, that provide hundreds of 
products to a comparatively large 
Hispanic population. 

Community hub
Thara, whose family moved to 

the U.S. 26 years ago, seems to 
be in a particularly good posi-
tion to gauge the changes in the 

By Kelli Ainsworth
Energy providers and developers are work-

ing to ensure that there is reliable infrastruc-
ture in the area to support development and 
the increased demand for power it brings. At 
the same time, retail electric providers are 
offering customers incentives and education 
on using their power strategically.

Power consumption in the Katy area has 
increased by 6 percent each year for the past 
five years, according to CenterPoint Energy, 
which owns and manages the electrical trans-
mission and distribution infrastructure in  
the area. The company does not expect this 
growth to slow down in the foreseeable future,  
Alicia Dixon, CenterPoint Energy 

spokeswoman said. 
“The growth is not only occurring among 

residential customers but commercial cus-
tomers as well, particularly between Katy and 
Brookshire and in the Hwy. 6 area near the 
Energy Corridor,” Dixon said.

One of the key drivers of residential growth 
in the area in the coming years will be Rise 
Development’s Cane Island master-planned 
community. Rise is working with Center-
Point to make plans to provide power to the 
thousands of new residents that will eventu-
ally occupy the development. 

“They haven’t started infrastructure work 
at this point,” said Matt Lawson of Rise 
Development. “But we’re coordinating with 
them because we want to make sure we have 
reliable power.”

Indo-Pak community. Markets, 
such as the one he supervises, 
are not only places to purchase 
traditional foods but also act as 
a hub for information about the 
community. 

A customer leaning against the 
checkout counter, engaged in a 
half-hour conversation with the 
owner or clerk, is a familiar sight. 

“The Indian and Pakistani com-
munity, when they go to their own 

stores, they talk a lot to each other,” 
Thara said. “They talk about nor-
mal stuff—sports, politics, back 
home, just about everything. 
They are trying to feel a little bit of 
‘home’ wherever they live.” 

That applies to people in the 
community who were born here 
as well, he said. 

“It doesn’t matter if they were 
born and raised here, or they 
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Like other specialty grocers in the area, Cedars Mediterranean Grill and Market 
owner Ibrihim Radwan tries to stock products customers cannot find elsewhere.
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Towne Lake Community Center
9214 West Bridgeport Pass Circle
Cypress, Texas 77433

MEMORIAL DAY
LANTERN LAUNCH

Monday, May 26 at 7:30 p.m.
We’re lighting up the night in remembrance of 

 

veterans and loved ones lost.
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The last few weeks 
have felt like watching a 
slideshow celebrating the 
best of Katy. 

We celebrated the 
immensely talented, car-
ing and creative teachers 
of Katy ISD by recogniz-
ing the district’s teachers 
of the year on May 7. 

The Katy ISD Educa-
tion Foundation, for 
which I have the honor 

of serving as a board member, awarded over $200,000 
in teacher grants across the district for innovative and 
imaginative ideas in the classroom.  It was an incredible 
opportunity to be part of the selection committee and 
to surprise the recipients. 

But the excitement isn’t limited to schools. The little 
community I grew up in is changing in some important 
ways. Every day it grows more and more diverse, with a 

larger segment of the world represented here. Our cover 
story highlights how something as basic as groceries 
might give us a hint of what might yet be to come—a 
rich mix of cultures and nationalities. 

From a business perspective, that’s no secret. The 
businesses and corporations that now call Katy home 
represent a large—and growing—swath of industry 
from places all over the world. We owe much of that 
to outstanding community leadership and those who 
are dedicated to shaping the future of our area. Thank 
you to our engaged readers who are using Community 
Impact Newspaper as a tool to be more informed about 
the local news and commerce happening in our back-
yard.       
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Cy-Fair Hospital now has 6 locations to serve  
your Emergency and Urgent Care needs.

EMERGENCY CARE
10655 Steepletop Drive, F.M. 1960 near Jones Road 
27126 Hwy. 290 at Mueschke Road 
7015 Barker Cypress at F.M. 529
8470 Hwy. 6 North at West Road
URGENT CARE
9110 Barker Cypress at West Road
14044 Spring Cypress at Grant Road www.CyFairERandUrgentCare.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How likely are you to explore a grocery 
store that specializes in food from a 
culture that is not your own?

  Very likely

  Likely

  Somewhat likely

  Not at all likely

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you think, as a resident, you should have 
more of a say in what development moves in 
adjacent to your neighborhood ?

Yes, because residents should be able to better control 
proposed development that could affect their property value.

  73.54%
Yes, because existing residents should be able to have more 
control in what moves into the immediate area. 

  14.29% 
No, because I want to preserve the right of landowners to 
build what they want on their property. 

  6.88% 

No, because nearby commercial development makes life 
more convenient for the majority of residents.

   3.7% 

Other.

  1.59% 
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 4/24/2014–5/14/2014

This month we report that a variety of culturally specific grocery 
stores are thriving in the area. Demographers suggest this 
might be an indicator of increasing diversity that has not yet 
appeared in census data.  

Turn on FOX 26 NEWS,  
download the MyFoxHouston app,  
log on to www.myfoxhouston.com  
for more local news with IMPACT.
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4  Katy Landscaping provides 
landscaping services, classes and hosts 
parties at its new design center at 2617 
Westheimer Parkway. In addition 
to landscape services including tree 
trimmings and power washing, specialty 
services such as custom fountains and 
putting greens are available. Customers 
can also browse the on-site gift shop. 
281-769-7461. www.katylandscaping.com

5  Pet owners can now visit Suburban 
Mutt at 24210 Westheimer Parkway in 
Cinco Ranch. The store carries all-
natural food and treats for cats and dogs, 
as well as toys and other pet related 
items. On-site groomers use all-natural 
shampoo and hand blow dry pets before 
sending them home. 281-574-4440.  
www.suburbanmutt.com

6  Phillie’s Hoagies and Cheesesteaks 
offers fresh, authentic Philadelphia-
inspired cheesesteaks and sandwiches 
at 4031 FM 1463, Ste. 60. The restaurant 
uses Amorosa rolls in their sandwiches, 
shipped from a Philadelphia bakery 
that has been in business for more than 
a century. Dine-in and take-out are 
available. 281-392-2337. 

7  Baskin Robbins has opened a new 
Katy location at 2750 FM 1463. The new 
Firethorne location serves a variety of 
ice cream treats, ice cream by the scoop, 
shakes and ice cream cakes.  
281-371-3131. www.baskinrobbins.com

8   Cram Crew, located at 1315 W. 
Grand Parkway South, Ste. 106, provides 
one-on-one in-home tutoring. Tutors 
prepare students for high school 
and college entrance exams, provide 
academic support in a variety of subjects 
and college application and essay 
assistance. 713-464-2726.  
www.cramcrew.com
 
9  Children’s Learning Adventure at 

24224 Cinco Terrace Drive offers daycare 
and preschool for young children and 
before and after-school care for school-
age kids. In addition to an academic 

Now Open

1  Walt Temple Properties, a real estate 
company operating out of a home office for 
10 years, has opened a new office in Katy 
at 1603 S. Fry Road. Real estate agents help 
buy and sell homes in Katy as well as other 
nearby communities,. 281-734-7190. 
www.walttempleproperties.com

2  Agave Brothers, a Katy-area wedding 
and event vendor, has opened a store 
to the public at 1138 FM 1463. Agave 
Brothers offers flowers, cards, stationery 
and invitations for any celebration. 
The store also sells gifts, home decor 
and wedding-related items for showers, 
bachelor and bachelorette parties. 
281-395-5070.  
www.agavebrothers.com

3  BJ’s Brewhouse opened its first 
Katy location at 20536 I-10. BJ’s offers 
craft beer and a variety of food options, 
including salads, pizzas, sandwiches and 
burgers. The restaurant is known for 
their “pizookie,” a warm cookie served 
with ice cream. Dine-in, carry out and 
call ahead seating are available.  
281-769-1850. www.bjsrestaurants.com

IMPACTS
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curriculum that focuses on early brain 
development, children can participate 
and receive instruction in activities 
including bowling, cooking, art and 
science. 281-712-1151. 
www.childrenslearningadventure.com

Coming Soon

10  Giggles and Fun, an indoor play 
space and party center for kids 6 and 
under, opens in July at 20117 Park Row 
Drive. Open play days and events are 
held from Tuesdays–Fridays. Giggles and 
Fun features play equipment, toys and 
imaginative play activities such as dress-
up. Private events and parties can be 
scheduled on Saturdays and Sundays.
281-396-4829. www.gigglesandfun.com

11  Athletic Performance Lab opens 
at 481 Katy-Fort Bend Road, Ste. 210, 
in June. Strength and sport-specific 
training is available to both teams and 
individuals. Trained medical staff are 
present on-site, including chiropractors 
and physical therapists. Massage services 
are available on-site as well. 
http://davilafam.com/

12  CincoAuto2 Car Wash and 
Automotive is set to break ground this 
month, with an opening planned for 
November at the corner of Cinco Ranch 
Blvd. and FM 1463. This is the first full-
service car wash and automotive center 
in Cinco Ranch. The company is family 
owned and operated. 281-693-2277
www.cincoauto.com

13  The Conservatory of Music at 
North Katy at 3719 N. Fry Road is 
pre-registering for private musical 
instruction in a variety of instruments 
including piano, guitar, voice and violin. 
Lessons are available to both children 
and adults. The Conservatory of Music’s 
Cinco Ranch location teaches 15,000 
music lessons each year. 281-773-8511.  
www.katymusiclessons.com

14  Shipley Donuts opens a new Katy 
location on Katy Mills Blvd. and I-10 in 

September. The breakfast chain offers a 
variety of donuts and kolaches. There are 
currently four Shipley locations open in 
the Katy area. www.shipleydonuts.com

15   La Michoacana Meat Market 
offers fresh meat, baked goods and 
produce and dry goods at their new Katy 
location at 5650 Roberts Road. The store 
sells authentic Hispanic brands and 
ingredients. 281-395-8457. 
www.lamichoacanameatmarket.com

Anniversaries

16  Premier Personal Training at 27110 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. 600 recently 
celebrated their one-year anniversary. 
The business offers personalized fitness 
training, group training, individual 
and group fitness activities, nutrition 
and lifestyle coaching. It also features a 
complimentary personal training session 
with a tour of the studio and a complete 
fitness assessment. 281-394-5562, www.
premierptstudio.com

Relocations

17  Katy Van Travel, Inc. has relocated 
from its office at I-10 and Barker-Cypress 
to 915 S. Mason Road. The full-service 
travel agency offers information and 
travel planning to destinations all 
over the world. The agency handles 
destination weddings as well as vacation 
planning. . 281-492-2007. 

18  Simply Divine Interiors has 
relocated to a new office in the Villagio 
Town Center, 22762 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 5508. Designers help 
customers with remodels, new homes 
or staging a home for sale in a variety of 
design styles. . 832-437-3288. 
www.simplydivineinteriors.com

19  Higher Dimension Church has 
moved to a new location at 5819 10th 
St., Ste. A, having previously held 
services at Beck Junior High School. The 
nondenominational Christian services 

are lead by Pastor Terrance Johnson. 
713-271-7217. www.higherd.net

In the News

Katy Contemporary Arts Museum 
is expanding. In June, the KCAM 
Underground opens, providing area 
residents with an artsy space for hanging 
out, studying or holding meetings.   
In August, KCAM opens Katy’s first 
leasable art studio. Artists can rent 
the KCAM Community Art Studio to 
display their work for a short or long 
period of time. The studio will also be 
available for rent for one- or two-day 
workshops. KCAM director and curator 
Ana Villaronga-Roman, said she hopes 
to receive grants to help keep pricing low 
enough so that many in the art community 
can be included.

The Shops at Katy Reserve, at FM 1463 
and Spring Green near the Toll Brother’s 
Reserve at Katy luxury residential 
community, begins construction in May. 
The developer, NewQuest Properties, 
expects a September completion date. 

Included on the site plan is space for a 
grocery store, 24 Hour Fitness and banks.    

Rachael Keener with NewQuest reports 
that space has also been leased by Ritter’s, 
dental and medical offices, a nail salon, 
Subway and Great Clips. 

Home goods company William Sonoma 
opened a 70,000 square-foot distribution 
center in Katy at the Mason Creek Business 
Center on Mason Road. This is the first 
William Sonoma distribution center in the 
Houston area, said Darryl Noon, Senior 
Vice President of Transwestern, which 
handled the lease.

William Sonoma leased the building 
in November and has already started 
operating at the new location. 

William Sonoma is the parent company 
to a chain of kitchenware stores bearing 
the same name as well as furniture and 
décor stores Pottery Barn and West Elm. 
This distribution center focuses primarily 
on shipping Pottery Barn items throughout 
the Houston area. News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by: Kelli Ainsworth

Walt Temple properties is now open on Fry Road 
to help with buying or selling a Katy home.

 1

Agave Brothers sells stationary and floral 
arrangements for decoration and a variety of events.

2

BJ’s Brewhouse serves craft beer and gourmet 
food, including its signature pizookie dessert.

3

Suburban Mutt offers pet grooming and an array 
of all-natural treats for pets and pet care products. 
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BUFFALO BAYOU

10

EXISTING 
CITY LIMITS

PROPOSED
ANNEXATION

Katy eyeing land for future annexations
By Kelli Ainsworth 

At the April 28 meeting of the Katy City 
Council, the city articulated its plans to 
annex land outside the city limits, south 
of I-10. 

The main target of this annexation is 
a 400-acre tract of land that is ripe for 
development, according to city officials. 
In order to get to this tract, the city must 
first annex the property that lies between 
it and the 400-acre site. All of the land 
the city is considering for annexation lies 
within Katy’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

The 400-acre tract will likely become a 
residential development, said Art Pertile, 
the city’s attorney. Annexing the area 
gives the city some control over how the 
area is developed.

“The city wants to exercise some 
controls to determine what it’s going to 
look like since it’s right outside the city,” 
Pertile said.

Annexing the area would also provide 
the city with additional sales and prop-
erty tax dollars. 

Residents in the area would benefit 
from annexation by receiving water and 
sewage service from the city of Katy, 
which will be more cost effective than 
other alternatives.

“It’s a win-win for both the city and the 
property owners,” Pertile said.

Katy can only annex territory that is 

By Kelli Ainsworth
Katy introduced its first ever Tourism 

and Marketing Specialist at the May 12 
City Council meeting. The effort is one 
among several recently to bolster the 
city’s recognition as a brand and des-
tination, including the city’s approval 
of marketing plans for the Southland 
Conference Basketball Tournament for 
the eighth year in a row and a presenta-
tion on the interest garnered by the Katy 
Jazz Fest.

“We came to the council a while back 
and said it’s time to actually hire some-
one to take us down a marketing path,” 
City Administrator Byron Hebert said.

Kayce Reina began serving as Katy’s 
first tourism and marketing specialist on 
May 16. In this position, Reina will work 
to find ways to promote Katy as a desti-
nation for tourism and business travel. 

“I look forward to working to get 
people here and to stay here and fall in 
love with Katy and bring their family and 
friends,” Reina said during her introduc-
tion at the city council meeting.

The creation of the tourism and mar-
keting specialist comes as Katy is work-
ing toward building a convention center 
and boardwalk inside the city limits, 
behind Katy Mills Mall.

BRIEFS

adjacent to the city limits. The area Katy 
has in its sights to annex is separated from 
the city by the Holiday World and Hoover 
properties. The city is working with these 
landowners to annex these tracts as well. 

City officials believe the land owners 
will agree to voluntary annexation and are 
delaying any council action for a time to 
allow them to petition for annexation.

If attempts at voluntary annexation 
fail, the city should consider involuntary 
annexation, Pertile told the council. He 
suggested that the council consider holding 
a workshop in the future to look at growth 
and annexation, both voluntary and invol-
untary.

Katy’s growth is primarily to the west, 
and this is likely the farthest south the 
city will extend its limits at this time, 
Pertile said. 

Katy already hosts two nationally 
known events, the Southland Conference 
Basketball Tournament and the Katy Jazz 
Festival. 

Tom Burnett, Southland Conference 
commissioner, delivered a presentation to 
the council in which he emphasized that 
by promoting the annual tournament, the 
city is promoting itself. Held every March 
at the Merrell Center since 2008, the tour-
nament is broadcast nationally on ESPN 2 
and 3, and CBS Sports. 

Burnett said the 2014 tournament set 
an attendance record of just under 13,000 
fans. The event accounted for 1,100 docu-
mented hotel room nights from the teams 
travelling to compete in the conference 
alone, Burnett said. 

Following Burnett’s presentation, the 
council approved a Convention and Tour-
ism Bureau Hotel Occupancy Tax Grant 
in the amount of $120,000 to market the 
2015 tournament.

The council also heard a presentation 
on the 2014 Katy Jazz Festival from Bob 
Bryant, Katy ISD’s executive director of 
fine arts. Bryant said that the Katy Jazz 
Festival website received unique visits 
from all 50 states, 4 US territories and 46 
countries, including Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
Canada and Tunisia.

City focuses on tourism and branding

billiardfactory.com

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, tX 77477
281-494-4567

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  auStin • dallaS • HouSton • San antonio
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KATY FUNERAL HOME  
support close to home 

At the corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd.   |   KatyFH.com

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

honor  
a life well  lived

Caring and protecting your loved ones 
is important to you. 
 
Prearranging your funeral and cremation needs releases your family from 
unnecessary discomfort and stress and provides them peace of mind.  
Plus, as a Dignity Memorial® provider, we are part of the largest network 
of funeral and cremation services offering many unique benefits:

Compassion Helpline®  |  National Transferability

Bereavement Travel  |  Personal Planning Servicesl  |  Grief Support

Call us today at (281) 395-7070 
for more information.

4.9167x6.04-KatyFH-Preneed-COMM-IMPACT-4C-ad.indd   1 3/14/14   11:56 AM
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Westpark, FM 1093 expansion 
awaiting environmental clearance
By Kelli Ainsworth

Construction on the expansion of 
FM 1093 is still about a year away, said 
Jonathan Schumann, chief of staff for 
Fort Bend County Commissioner Andy 
Meyers. 

Before construction can begin, Fort 
Bend County has to receive environmen-
tal clearance from the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

The county has already submitted 
the necessary materials to the FWHA. 
Because it is purchasing METRO’s right 
of way parallel to FM 1093, however, the 
original submission had to be modified. It 
will take about six months for the modi-
fied plan to receive FWHA clearance, 
Schumann said.

Though no construction can be done 
without FWHA clearance, the county still 
hopes to work on the design for the new 

roadway while it waits for approval. 
“Our hope is that the design and envi-

ronmental parts will be done by the first 
quarter of 2015,” Schumann said.

If the design work and environmen-
tal clearance progress on schedule, 
Schumann said the county would be 
positioned to begin construction in 
about a year. 

Phase I of the expansion will bring 
Westpark Tollway from its current end-
point at the Grand Parkway to Spring 
Green. Frontage roads will run alongside 
the toll road all the way to FM 1463. Phase 
II would continue the expanded frontage 
road from FM 1463 into Fulshear. Phase 
II is currently awaiting environmental 
approval as well. 

“We hope it will piggyback on Phase 
I and that it will begin in 2015 as well,” 
Schumann said.

TRANSPORTATION

WESTPARK/FM 1093 EXPANSION

Spring Green Blvd.

Gaston Rd.

Katy-Gaston Rd.

99

729

Katy-Gaston Rd.

Phase I of the proposed expansion of FM 1093 will extend Westpark Tollway from its current 
endpoint at the Grand Parkway to Spring Green Blvd. Frontage roads will extend to FM 1463.

Sources: Jonathan Schumann, Chief of Staff for Fort Bend County Commissioner Andy Meyers

the perfect place for us to be together 
under one roof,” Sanchez said.

The TranStar facility off Katy Road near 
I-10 and Loop 610 typically holds 125 
people on a daily basis. When there is an 
emergency or major event, there could be 
between 400 and 500 people in and out of 
the building 24/7, TranStar spokeswoman 
Dinah Massie said. 

The expansion will add 26,000 square 
feet of additional new floor space and 
includes 11,000 square feet of renovations 
to the existing part of the building, mak-
ing more room for the hundreds of people 
who need to access the facility during an 
emergency. 

“When the building was completed in 
1996, at that time no one had developed 
infrastructure for emergency response like 
what we have today,” Massie said. 

The expansion is expected to be com-
pleted in September.

By Marie Leonard
Construction is underway on a $12.2 

million expansion to Houston’s TranStar 
facility. TranStar is used for emergency 
situations such as hurricanes, flooding, 
wildfires, major events or ice storms. 

“TranStar and the emergency opera-
tions center is a regional collaborative 
effort when it comes to transportation 
and emergency management,” said Fran-
cisco Sanchez, public information officer 
for the Harris County Office of Emer-
gency Management. 

TranStar is a collaboration between 
four government agencies—Harris 
County, the city of Houston, METRO 
and the Texas Department of Transpor-
tation—that aim to provide transporta-
tion and emergency management for the 
Greater Houston area.  

“Those are critically essential to each 
other during major emergencies, so it’s 

Phase I

TranStar expansion to quintuple size  
of emergency operations center

NEW
HOME

PLANT YOURSELF IN A

THIS SPRING!

Make Your Dreams Come Alive 
This Spring With TDECU Mortgage!
It’s the perfect season for a fresh start. And, the 
experts at TDECU Mortgage make the home-buying 
process easy and stress-free. Whether you’re 
purchasing, refinancing or improving your existing 
home, you’ll receive the best rates available at 
TDECU Mortgage! 

WE OFFER:

 • Fast approvals & on-time closings
 • A variety of loan options
 • $250 Rate Match Plus Promise*
 • No Fee Rate Guarantee*
 • Up to 95% financing with no PMI**

Loan application and credit approval required. *Certain loan terms and conditions may apply. **95% 
financing with no private mortgage insurance (PMI) available on certain loans. Federally insured by NCUA. 
Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete mortgage loan requirements.   0314-A7236-N

800.839.1154 x4614   |   TDECU.org/mortgage

DON’T WAIT! SPRING FORWARD TO
GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY.

ANNA VEGA
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

NMLS-1079976

7236.01 Q2 2014 Mortgage Ad 4_9167x12_25 v03.indd   1 3/28/14   11:26 AM
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• Gynecology
• Pregnancy	and	childbirth
• Urology
• Mammograms

• Osteoporosis	prevention	and	detection
• Menopause	management
• Breast	cancer	diagnosis	and	treatment

See our women’s specialists for: 

A lifetime of the care you need,  
so you can live the life you want.
Every	woman	has	unique	needs,	especially	when	it	comes	to	your	health.	Count	on	the	women’s	specialists	at	Houston	
Methodist	to	offer	personalized	care	for	your	complete	well-being.	We’re	dedicated	to	helping	you	live	a	full	and	healthy	
life	by	providing	the	preventive	and	wellness	care	you	need—and	when	necessary,	the	most	advanced	technology	and	
specialty	services	available.

Schedule	your	next	mammogram	at		
houstonmethodist.org/womens-health,	or	call	
832.522.5522 to	find	a	woman’s	specialist	near	
you.	

18500 Katy Freeway 
Houston, Texas 77094 
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By Nick Cenegy
Voters elected two new members and 

re-elected an incumbent to the Katy ISD 
school board May 10. Ashley Vann and 
Courtney Doyle will fill positions 3 and 4 
respectively, while position 5 incumbent 
Henry Dibrell was re-elected for another 
term.  

Board newcomer Vann unseated the 
incumbent, Bill Proctor, by better than 2 
to 1. Vann tallied a total of 2,620 votes to 
Proctor’s 1,285. 

“I am pleased that the voters in this 
year’s Katy ISD board of trustees election 
overwhelmingly chose for me to serve in 
Position 3,” said Vann, 42, who works as a 
homemaker and volunteer.

She said she plans to work hard, be 
present, ask relevant questions and vote 
on district matters in a way that best 
serves students, staff and taxpayers. 

“I look forward to being a part of great 
things in Katy ISD,” Vann said.

Leading up to the election she said that 
properly managing the growth of the dis-
trict and ensuring the safety of students 
are her top two priorities. 

Doyle, 39, also won her seat with a 
healthy showing at the ballot box. With 

2,446 votes, she beat out two other 
contenders—incumbent Terry Huckaby 
and another challenger, Jennifer Camero. 
Huckaby totaled 1,023 votes, while Cam-
ero trailed with 363 votes. 

“This election has been one of the most 
memorable experiences in my life,” Doyle 
said. “The support and encouragement 
that ultimately led to me being elected 
leaves me both humbled and honored.  
I look forward to working hard for the 
students and taxpayers of Katy ISD.”

Prior to the election, Doyle, a home-
maker and volunteer, said she would like 
to help rebuild trust between the board 
and the community to handle growth in 
the most fiscally responsible manner.

Dibrell won solidly over his opponent 
Cyndi Lawrence. He earned back his seat 
by 63 percent of the votes (2,461) to her 37 
percent (1,430). 

Dibrell, 46, has been on the board since 
May 2011 and served as its treasurer. 
He works as the executive director of 
the Amobi Okoye Foundation and is a 
licensed minister. 

“I am excited to return for another 3 
years, and excited to continue to move the 
district forward,” Dibrell said. 

Dibrell campaigned on, among other 
things, his support for expanding edu-
cational opportunities in the district, 
including workforce-ready programs, 
ROTC units, STEM initiatives and other 
programs. 

He said the board has two sets of resi-
dents to be concerned about. The first are 
students; the second are taxpayers. 

“Our challenge with our growth is to 
continue to move ahead, while maintain-
ing or improving the high standard that 
residents in our district expect,” Dibrell 
said. 

The May 10 election is not official until 
the Katy ISD board of trustees canvasses 
the results. A meeting for that purpose is 
scheduled for May 19. New board mem-
bers are slated to be sworn in at the same 
meeting. 

  

Katy ISD board of trustees election
Vann, Doyle, unseat incumbents, Dibrell gets another term

ELECTION ROUNDUP

Ashley Vann Henry Dibrell Courtney Doyle

Katy ISD successfully hosted its own 
election for the first time May 10. Bill 
Haskett, election coordinator, said things 
went smoothly, though voter turnout was 
noticeably low. The machines were reliable 
and the results were exactly what they 
expected, based on the sign-in sheets, 
Haskett said. Branch early voting, though a 
logistical challenge, also worked out in the 
end, Haskett said. 

 142,000

3,900 
votes 
total

Registered Voters
2.7%
voter turnout

AT THE POLLS

The Reserve  
at Katy

From the $400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
From the upper $400s

(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates
From the mid-$600s

(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

Homes Available for 
QUICK DELIVERY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

ARTHRITIS CLINIC OF CYPRESS AND KATY

777 S. Fry Road #103 Katy, TX 77450 | 281.712.8360

Dr. Seema Malani, MD
 Board Certi� ed Rheumatologist.

Member of ACR 
(American College of Rheumatology)

Same Day 
Appointments

available

We see conditions including
 Arthritis

Osteoporosis
Back and shoulder pain

Fibromyalgia
Joint stiffness and joint pain

Systemic lupus erythematosus
Gout

In� ammatory muscle disease
Ankylosing spondylitis

Vasculitis
Various soft tissue rheumatic disorders

New Patient Consultations
Joint Injections
Onsite Blood Work  
Ultrasound guided Injections
Infusion Services

New Rheumatology Practice in Katy

arthritisclinicofcypressandkaty.com

Alternate Saturday 
Morning Appointments 

Available!

We accept all major insurance 
including Medicare & Medicaid

Se Habla 

Español 
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KATY ISD—Community 
members and district officials 
gathered for a special luncheon 
May 7 to honor the Katy ISD 
teachers of the year at a special 
luncheon hosted by the Katy 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

A total of 59 campus nomi-
nees, including both elementary 
and secondary categories, got a 
chance to walk across the stage 
and be recognized at the Mer-
rell Center. The honorees also 
included two district-wide teach-
ers of the year: Jana Miller, from 
Katy Elementary and Jayson Hill, 
from Tompkins High School. 

Miller, who teaches kindergar-
ten, said she was overwhelmed by 
the honor. 

“I feel truly blessed because 
there are so many good teachers 

here in Katy,” Miller said. 
Miller has learned throughout 

her career that students want to 
know about their teacher. 

“I talk to my kids about my 
family—my boys in college, they 
know I play the flute, that I like 
to sing and make up silly songs, 
my favorite colors,” Miller said. “I 
just bring myself to them so that 
they have that connection.” 

It is not uncommon for a stu-
dent to slip and call her mom or 
grandma, but she does not mind. 

“That makes me a part of their 
family and they are a part of 
mine,” she said. 

Teaching and living in the 
same community means she sees 
the students around town. She 
also sees who stays in the com-
munity—and who returns—and 

what they become. 
A few former students are now 

teachers; another is an assistant 
principal in Clear Lake. 

For Hill, who is the FFA advi-
sor at Tompkins and teaches 
Agricultural Sciences, the reward 
is not so much becoming a 
member of the family, but giving 
his students knowledge they can 
apply. 

“Agricultural Science lends 
itself to real world applications,” 
he said. 

In one of his classes he gives a 
broad overview of the agriculture 
industry and all of the segments 
that are in it. In 

another he teaches Agricultural 
mechanics—welding, woodwork-
ing, plumbing, electricity. 

“That’s what I really like about 

the classes, it really opens up the 
world,” he said. 

But it also opens up a window 
into the students’ backyard. 

“We talk a lot about what Katy 
was and why it is here—about the 
railroad and about the farmers 
and rice farms that were here,” 

Hill said.
Along with pragmatic educa-

tion, must come humor, he said. 
“If you’re not smiling, some-

thing is wrong,” Hill said. “We 
laugh, we have fun, but we’re 
learning real-world stuff.”

KATY ISD— District officials 
presented a collection of pro-
posed improvement projects 
totaling about $1 billion to the 
citizen bond committee during 
a scheduled meeting May 15. 

The presentation was the first 
time in the committee’s six meet-
ings that a total cost estimate was 
discussed in detail. 

It is also the beginning of a 
six-week period during which 
the 100-member committee, 
and another 100 alternates will 
consider the merits and cost of 
each project, according to district 
officials. 

“Now it is the commit-
tee’s charge and responsibil-
ity to develop a bond package 

recommendation taking into 
consideration the needs as 
well as the cost,” said district 
officials said in a statement 
released the night of the meet-
ing. “It is a tremendous respon-
sibility and opportunity. We 
have every confidence in the 
committee’s stewardship.”

According to the presenta-
tion, about 48 percent of the 
total estimate would go to build 
new facilities for the district, 
about 28 percent would improve 
existing facilities, 9 percent would 
fund technology initiatives, 10 
percent would pay for student 
activity facilities and 5 percent 
would be slated for other items, 
including buses, land purchases 

and fees. 
A spreadsheet of potential 

projects and timetables lists 
two of the three projects that 
were included in the failed 2013 
Student Activities bond—the 
Agriculture Science Facility, esti-
mated at about $28.8 million, and 
a second stadium, estimated in on 

the spreadsheet at three different 
cost levels—$58.5 million, $67.9 
million or $77.3 million.  

The committee is expected to 
make a recommendation to the 
school board July 21.  

The public may attend the bond 
meetings to listen and observe.

EDUCATION NOTES
News from Katy ISD Compiled by Nick Cenegy

Citizen committee to consider, 
amend $1 billion bond proposal

Teachers of the year honored at Chamber luncheon

Community leaders and district officials honored the Katy ISD teachers of the year.
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Katy ISD Board 
of Trustees 
Education Support Complex
6301 S. Stadium Lane
281-396-6000  
www.katyisd.org

Upcoming meetings:
May 27 
June 16 (work-study)
June 23

Citizen bond 
committee 
Education Support Complex
6301 S. Stadium Lane,
Room 1200
www.katyisd.org/sites/bonds

Upcoming meetings:
May 29 (6:30 p.m.)
June 17 (6 p.m.)
June 25 (6 p.m.)

Meetings

24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 220 • Katy, TX 77494 • 281-712-7241

Physician & Audiology Practice 

Brae McDougald, M.A., CCC-A
Audiologist
Dr. David Sycamore MD
Otolaryngologist/Allergist

COMPLETE CARE FOR YOUR EARS & HEARING• Does your hearing loss 
isolate you from your 
friends and family?

• When was the last time 
you heard a whisper?

• Have di�  culties 
understanding speech in a 
restaurant?

• Can’t understand your 
grandchild?

• Does your hearing loss 
a� ect your job?

EARS & HEARING • NOSE & ALLERGIES • THROAT & FACE

WE CAN HELP
ParkwayENT.com

GRAND TOTAL:                $1,014,494,217

Other

$499,303,860

$135,338,969

$41,245,482

$24,954,751

$65,647,394

$99,383,901

$106,043,243

$42,576,616

New facilities

Existing facilities
Comprehensive renovation

Existing facilities
Facility expansion 

Existing facilities
Safety and security

Existing facilities
Component replacement 

Technology

Student activity facilities
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

Park and Ride 
use up in Katy as 
METRO considers 
new fees
By Kelli Ainsworth

Katy area commuters are increas-
ingly using METRO’s Park and Ride 
lots, according to Margaret O’Brien 
Molina with the Metropolitan Transit 
Authority.

On METRO’s vehicle count days 
this time last year there were 3,911 
cars parked in the three Katy area lots, 
all of which are located along I-10—at 
Addicks, the Grand Parkway and 
Kingsland Avenue. The number has 
risen to 4,465, a 14.2 percent increase 
over last year’s count, Molina said. 

Bus ridership has also risen. 
Between October 2013 and March 
2014, an average of 7,777 riders took 
METRO buses from the area, 7 per-
cent over last year.

Concurrently, METRO is discussing 
whether to charge drivers to use some 
of its Park and Ride lots. There are no 
specific plans in the works yet for any 
of Katy’s three lots, Molina said. 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories as of 5/12/2014

1  Mason Road Chick-fil-A to be torn down, 
rebuilt

2  Costco targets Katy for new location 

3 Walmart to build supercenter on FM 1463 

4  Torchy’s Tacos coming to LaCenterra this 
summer

5  Trader Joe’s bags Cinco Ranch location

By Kelli Ainsworth
The West I-10 Fire Department is 

looking to sign up a few new volunteer 
firefighters to staff its five stations located 
throughout the Katy area, the depart-
ment’s leadership said.

“We always try and make sure that we’re 
over and above what is going to be typi-
cally necessary to cover the area,” Captain 
Fred Chambers said.

West I-10’s volunteer force experiences 
regular attrition, he said. Some volunteers 

choose to resign for personal reasons, 
while others use volunteer fire fighting 
experience to move into paid positions.

Knowing their volunteer force is always 
in flux, the West I-10 Fire Department 
tries to keep its numbers well above the 
minimum amount needed to cover its ser-
vice area, so such personnel losses won’t 
affect their ability to respond to emergen-
cies, Chambers said.

 “There has been no decrease in services 
provided to our response area,” Chambers 
said.

The firefighters at the West I-10 fire 
department are a mixture of volunteers 
and paid-part time employees. They serve 
a coverage area of 45 square miles, occu-
pied by more than 125,000 residents.

West I-10 Fire 
Department calls for 
more volunteers

Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news 
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook 
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter 
@impactnews_kty

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at 
impactnews.com/e-newsletter
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West I-10 Fire Department is looking to shore up 
volunteer staff for its five stations in the Katy area. 

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to “Mason Road Chick-fil-A to 
be torn down, rebuilt” (April 2, 2014) 

“Was a second location not  
an option?”

—Katy Resident

“I’m gonna miss my CFA on Mason all Sum-
mer !! Really need one on N Fry Fd @ Clay 
Rd area !! I Love Chick-fil -A !!”

—Sherri

At the same time, the department is in the 
process of changing the way it assigns its vol-
unteer force. Currently, volunteers are placed 
at the station nearest to their residence. The 
department would like to have volunteers 
stay at the station for 10–12 hour shifts.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

713.985.0210
EXTENSION 117 OR 152

WWW . S B A  S K I N C A R E . C O M / S K I N  R E S E A R C H

–2013 Top Producers Award–

ABR, CNE, CNRS

IsabelsHoustonRelocation.com

713.816.8928
Each office is independently Owned and Operated*

Helping Families Buy & Sell Homes in KATY & WEST HOUSTON

Celebrating 35 Years 
of Soccer in Katy and West Houston! 

Register 
online 

for 
fall 2014

Ages 4-18

Early Registration Pricing

katyyouthsoccer.com

• Teams formed by neighborhood
• Uniforms provided
• End of season awards to all players
• Coaches receive free training and 

mandatory background checks
• Most games on Saturday
• Games played at Katy Soccer Park
• Season is Sept. 6 - Nov. 8
• Online registration open until July 12
• Walk up registration is July 12 at Times 

Square Entertainment 10am-3pm
• Late online registration will be available 

July 13 – July 27 with a $25.00 fee 
attached to the registration cost

Under Age 6     $85.00

Age 7 – 10         $105.00

Age 11 and up  $115.00
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Fire, Foam and Fun! 
Come to The Amazing Chemistry Show at 
Grace Fellowship on July 20th at  10:45 

for  an explosive family experience!
Join us after the service for  Lunch and 
150 Hands-On  experiments including....

ROCKETS....Build IT.....Light IT.....and LAUNCH IT!

(281) 646-1903
www.whatisgrace.org

2655 S Mason Rd
Katy, TX 77450

FREE       FREE       FREE

Sneek Peek Videos @
LoneStar.edu Open Doors

LSC-CyFair 
9191 Barker Cypress at West Road

LSC-Fairbanks Center 
14955 Northwest Freeway near Beltway 8

LSC-Cypress Center 
19710 Clay Road at Fry Road

Three convenient locations!

REGISTRATION NOW UNDERWAY

Earn a degree.
Not debt.

LSC-CyFair offers
affordable and flexible
options including
day, night, weekends, 
on campus or online.

for summer sessions that start
June 2 and July 10!

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy, Texas 77494
713-486-5300

KATY ISD UIL 
SPORTS PHYSICALS - $19

June 2nd  - September 1st

Call for appointment or walk-ins 
accepted daily. 

HEART SCREENINGS FOR ATHLETES & YOUNG HEARTS
MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS (AGES 10-18)

July 12th, 8am - 12pm 
One out of every 100 children has an undiagnosed heart condition. Sudden cardiac arrest 

occurs in approximately one out of 100,000 students each year.

• Brief Medical History
• Blood Pressure
• EKG (to confi rm your child’s heart rate is in proper rhythm)
• Focused Echocardiogram (a limited 5-minute ultrasound of 
the heart to assure that no abnormalities exist that are known 
to be associated with sudden cardiac arrest)

$150 (Savings of $700)
By Appointment Only 

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch is offering 
Wellness Screenings 
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   June

01  through 2nd 
KVPAC Encore Players audition 

The KVPAC Encore Players hold auditions for the comedy play, 
The Foreigner. Those auditioning should prepare a 1-3 comedic 
monologue. Auditions are open to everyone aged 17 and above. 
Performances will be held July 18-20. 2–5 p.m. (Sunday), 7–9 
p.m. (Monday). Magyar Main Theatre, KVPAC Building 1, 2501 
S. Mason Road. 281-829-2787. www.kvpac,org

11 Houston Symphony Summer  
Neighborhood Concert Series

The Houston Symphony performs at Cinco Ranch 
High School as a part of the symphony’s Summer 
Neighborhood Concert Series. The performance features 
pieces by renowned composers, including Beethoven, as 
well as an instrument petting zoo. 7:30 p.m. Free. Cinco 
Ranch High School, 2340 Cinco Ranch Blvd.  
713-224-4240. www.houstonsymphony.org

14 5K Beer Run
No Label Brewing Company celebrates Father’s Day 

by holding a 5K beer fun run starting and finishing at the 
brewery. When the race is complete, runners can sample up to 
four No Label craft beers in the No Label tasting room. Each 
runner takes home a glass and T-shirt. 8:30 a.m. $30–$50 
(pre-registration), $55 (race day). No Label Brewing Company, 
5351-A 1st St. 281-693-7545. www.nolabelbrew.com. Online 
registration at www.runintexas.com

16 through Aug. 22 
Spanish Immersion Summer Day Camp

Listo offers a Spanish Immersion Summer Camp for children 
ages 5–11. Campers are immersed in the Spanish language, 
as all of the camp’s activities are conducted in Spanish. In 
addition to language learning, the camp offers storytelling, 
science experiments, art and cooking. Monday–Friday 9 
a.m.–12 p.m. $185–$210 per week. 830 S. Mason Road, Ste. 
B2-A.  832-592-9264. www.houston-translation.com

   May

25   Katy Rocks Music Fest 
Local music non-profit Katy rocks hosts their annual spring 
music festival at LaCenterra’s Central Green. Local musicians 
and students who have benefitted from Katy Rocks’ work 
perform.  Several area vendors are participating. The event 
benefits Katy Rocks, which provides instruments and music 
lessons to children in need. 10 a.m. Free. Central Green at 
LaCenterra, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 832-768-0508.  
www.katyrocks.org

26    Harris County Precinct 3 Memorial Day 
Ceremony

The Harris County Precinct 3 Commissioner’s annual Memorial 
Day Ceremony honors fallen veterans. The ceremony features 
patriotic songs, prayers, a presentation of colors, a 21-gun 
salute and ROTC execution drills. Col. Richard P. Pannell 
of the US Army Corps of Engineers Galveston District is 
this year’s guest speaker. 2 p.m. Free. Harris County War 
Memorial, 3535 War Memorial Drive, Houston. 281-531-1592. 
www.pct3.hctx.net

29 Simply Divine Interiors Open House
Simply Divine Interiors hosts an open house to 

celebrate their new location and four-year anniversary. Guests 
sample champagne, wine and desserts. The first 100 guests 
receive a free gift. 5–8 p.m. Free. 22762 Westheimer Parkway, 
Ste. 5508. 832-437-3288. www.simplydivineinteriors.com

31 Keller Williams Premier 5K
Keller Williams hosts the second annual Premier 

5K, benefitting Cinco Charities. The race is timed, but 
participants who prefer walking are also encouraged to 
sign up. A celebration follows the race at the Villagio Town 
Center. 8 a.m. (race start), 11 a.m. (post-race celebration). 
$40. 22762 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 430. 281-220-2100.  
www.kwpremier5k.com

16 through 22  
KCAM Weekend Intensive

Katy Contemporary Arts Museum offers a weekend illustration 
intensive. Elizabeth Linder leads an intermediate level colored-
pencil workshop focusing on drawing, shading, color theory 
and patterns. Professional quality art supplies are provided 
to class participants. 2–5 p.m. $230. Katy Contemporary Arts 
Museum, 805 Ave. B. 832-857-1340. www.kcamschool.com

21 The Tiny Princess and the  
Missing Chocolates Release Party

Katy author Nancy Shakespeare hosts a release party for her 
newest book, The Tiny Princess and the Missing Chocolates. 
The event features a tea party, pampering and story time. 
10–11 a.m. (ages 2–5), 1–2 p.m. (school-age). Free. The 
Storybook Cottage, 5814 1st St. 281-574-5707.  
www.shakespearestorybooks.com

through June 1
Free Press Summer Fest
The 2014 Free Press Summer Fest near 

downtown Houston is expected to draw thousands of 
residents and visitors. The music lineup features more than 
75 musicians, and local artists display a variety of works 
and installations. The two-day event is open to all ages 
and features vendors from throughout the city. 11 a.m.–10 
p.m. Prices vary. Eleanor Tinsley Park, 500 Allen Parkway, 
Houston. www.fpsf.com

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP
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Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the first Friday of  
the month.

Online Calendar
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Katy area events

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Compiled by Nick Cenegy

Keller Williams Premier participated in this year’s RED Day May 8, a volunteer day to give back to the community, by getting out their sewing shears to 
help Smocks for Life. The nonprofit creates comfortable, stylish and medically practical smocks for women undergoing treatment for cancer.  
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The Katy ISD Education Foundation hosted “Jazz With a Latin Flair” on April 24 at Palacio Maria. The fundraising event included a reception, dinner and jazz 
stylings of the Mike Vax Sextet. The event raised about $22,500 that the foundation will use to award teachers annually for competitive teaching grants.  
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Katy Sip n’ Stroll, held April 26, brought out about 1,250 participants to Villagio Town Center for food, beer and wine. Attendees were entertained by the 
Robert Hartye Band. Proceeds will go to Cinco Charities’ Ballard House, which provides a place to stay for patients who need long-term medical care. 
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U.S. Rep. Pete Olson, R-Sugar Land, opened an office at 22333 Grand 
Corner, in Katy on April 23. Office hours are held Tuesdays and Thursdays.

About 4,260 beer lovers came out May 10 for the Katy Rotary Club’s annual 
Wild West Brew Fest. There was also a pre-party for the event on May 9. 
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A2B Cabs

A2B Cabs co-owner Samantha Richards moved to the Katy area from England about five years ago. 
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A2B Cabs
Local cab company fares well

W alking out of a bar in the Katy 
area after having a few drinks 
and trying to hail a cab on 

the street is a bad idea. The fleet car that 
stops is liable to have red and blue flash-
ing lights on top instead of a taxi sign. It 
is an even greater risk to get behind the 
wheel.

That is what Samantha and Gavin 
Richards recognized after moving here 
from England five years ago. 

“There was no cab service,” Saman-
tha Richards said. “You could call a 
downtown Houston cab but they started 
charging a $25 surcharge on top of the 
fare just to come into Katy.” 

In effect, the lack of cabs and expense 
kept people from using them. That left 
residents to either risk driving drunk or 
select a designated driver. 

“Between me and my husband, we 
were fed up with arguing for who was 
going to be the designated driver, so for 
the sake of our marriage we decided to 
open a cab business,” Richards joked. 

About a year and a half ago, the pair 
decided to start A2B Cabs. Samantha 
largely runs the day-to-day operations; 
her husband works in the oil industry. 

The company caters to clients who 
want to travel locally—most often trips 
that include a home-restaurant-bar-home 
circuit. Clients also frequently request 
shopping destinations, such as the Gal-
leria or City Center. 

The Richards found traction for their 
company among ex-patriot residents in 
the area, like themselves. There is a large 
community of ex-pats in the area, most 
of whom are affiliated with oil and gas 
companies, Richards said. 

“Ex-pats are used to taxi cabs,” Rich-
ards said. “In Europe the drunk driving 
laws are very strict. Everyone is now in 
a culture where they don’t drink and 
drive.”

Whereas police here need probable 
cause to stop a driver, in many places in 
Europe, police conduct random checks. 

A $15 dollar cab ride could save 
someone $15,000 in fines and court costs 
resulting from getting caught driving 
drunk. For ex-pats, however, there is an 
additional risk. 

“People have visas, green cards or are 
applying for a green card,” Richards said. 
“If you get caught drunk driving, you’re 
basically going to be out of the country 
and out of a job.”

The response to A2B has been huge, 
Richards said. 

“We literally just advertised to the ex-
pat groups because we already had that 
link in,” she said. “Within four weeks, we 
were swamped with calls, especially for 
the weekends.”

The couple started the business with 
two cars but quickly had to race out 
and buy a third and hire another driver. 
Demand has grown steadily since. 

Richards said she remembers talking 
to a police officer before she opened the 
business, doing research about local laws. 

“He looked at me and said, ‘I don’t 
understand why Katy needs a cab service. 
Everyone has a car,’ ” Richards said. “I 
asked him, ‘Well what about drunk driv-
ing?’ He looked at me as if I had fallen 
from space.”

Anyone can sit at a local bar, however, 
and watch people leave after drinking all 
evening, she said. 

Because A2B has become so popular 
and so busy, its service is now largely 
done through pre-booking. 

“We still get the ad hoc calls, you know 
‘I need a cab now,’ but invariably on a 
busy night we have to turn those callers 
away,” Richards said. 

On a busy Friday or Saturday night, 
they might turn away as many as 20-30 
calls, she said. 

BUSINESS

www.a2bcabs-katy.com
832-437-9788
Open until 3 a.m. on Friday and Saturday 
nights

Ex-pat connection
The Richards are well known among a local 
meet-up group called the British and Ex-pat 
Families of Katy. The group was set up by a 
few British women who wanted to organize 
playgroups for their preschoolers. 

That group used to be fairly small but over 
the last few years it has grown considerably. 
About 5 years ago, the group consisted of 
about 30 families. It now has grown into a 
broader social meet-up group and includes 
about 170 families, Richards said. It now 
includes residents from a variety of places. 

“All of a sudden it’s become a great big 
wide world, just in Katy,” she said.

The group posts regular updates at:  
www.meetup.com/british-and-expat-
families-of-katy

The cab service now works largely on a pre-
book basis because of an increase in demand. 

A2B has four vehicles, including sedans and 
vans that can hold up to six passengers. 

By the numbers

By Nick Cenegy

$15Rates 
average

in the 
area

3am
Open until

Friday and 
Saturday nights

$2.50/mile
A ride costs about

5,000
TRIPS

In the first year, 
A2B made over

KELLER WILLIAMS PREMIER
5K Run/Walk
Join us for the 2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk
Benefi ting Cinco Charities
Saturday May 31, 2014
8am - 11am
281-220-2100
Villagio Town Center in beautiful Katy, Texas
For more information, donate, or register: visit www.kwpremier5k.com
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R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Whether casting a line across the lake, exploring  
scenic trails or relaxing poolside, Firethorne has  

something for everyone to enjoy.

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10 near the expanding Grand  
Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend of urban  

conveniences and hometown charm.

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  
Award-winning Katy and Lamar school districts  

provide quality education for all ages. Make the move  
now before the 2014-2015 school year begins! 

K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F
s u m m e r t i m e  a d v e n t u r e s

220-619 May CommunityImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 5/12/14   2:43 PM

Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes • Tyler • Jim Shore • Trapp Candles 
Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art • Lenny & Eva

Marianna Jewelry • Waxing Poetic • Department 56 • Spartina

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

*Limit one per customer, while supplies last. 
Purchase total includes merchandise only. Gift 
Cards and sales tax not included.
Seaside Chic Jewelry Roll - Retail Value $25.

� e perfect place for all your Brighton jewelry!
With a single same-day Brighton purchase of $75 or 
more, receive our:
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The Wildcatter Saloon

10

Wildcatter’s outdoor space is often used as a venue for live music and can be reserved for private events.
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The Wildcatter Saloon
Biker dive bar reborn thanks to TV show

W hen Jeff Simon purchased the 
Wildcatter Saloon in 2012, 
then known as Bryant Ice 

House, it was primarily a biker bar—
home to a rough crowd at times. The ice 
house was hidden a few blocks off of the 
I-10 feeder road near FM 1463 and all 
but unknown to most bar-goers. 

At the time, the business was strug-
gling and the bar was in a state of dis-
repair. In the past two years, however, 
business has improved and Wildcatter’s 
atmosphere has changed, though it still 
has a few biker regulars—weekend war-
riors mostly.

“We’re no longer primarily a biker 
bar,” Simon said. “We’re a local neigh-
borhood stop now.”

This transformation is due in part to 
help from the Spike network television 
series “Bar Rescue.” The show’s pro-
ducers select a bar and a team makes 
recommendations on how to improve it, 
while also remodeling and repairing it. 

Simon said he’s not sure exactly how 
the bar came to the show’s attention, but 
last July he got a call that show produc-
ers were considering doing an episode 
on Wildcatter. The work and filming 
took place over five days in January. The 
episode aired last month.

One of the changes that resulted 
from Wildcatter’s work with “Bar Res-
cue” was a food truck on the property 
and a new menu. 

“We have a food truck, that’s kind of 
the trendy thing these days,” Simon said.

Eric Regan, who owns the food truck 
“Hey! You Gonna Eat or What?,” which 
is the number two food truck in Austin, 
helped design Wildcatter’s new menu. 
Offerings include a beer battered fish 
sandwich, beef steak sandwich, country-
fried pork sandwich and turkey meat-
loaf. 

“They revamped the menu so it’s light 

fare, but it’s filling,” Simon said.
The food truck serves lunch and din-

ner, though Simon said they are looking 
at extending the hours due to demand. 

Simon said the saloon is family-
friendly until about 7 p.m., but at night 
Wildcatter primarily operates as a bar. It 
offers indoor and outdoor seating, and 
dogs are allowed outside. The open space 
next to the patio allows dogs plenty of 
room to run around and play.

Wildcatter has offered live music on 
Saturday night for years, Simon said. 
Artists range from country and western 
to classic rock to ’80s cover bands. There 
is no extra cover charge to enjoy the live 
music.

“The bands are on me,” Simon said.
Recently, Wildcatter began offering 

live blues music on Sunday afternoons 
from 2–6 p.m. The “Blues and Brews” 
event, as they have dubbed it, has really 
taken off. It’s a great event for families, 
since it takes place in the afternoon and 
early evening, he said. 

Though events hosted by Wildcatter 
are typically free of charge, the large 
open area can be rented for private 
events. 

One recent event, in honor of the 
Kentucky Derby, was a charity rub-
ber ducky race, called the “Ken-Ducky 
Derby” to benefit breast cancer. Par-
ticipants raced rubber ducks in the 
water that runs through the Wildcatter 
property.

When Simon purchased the bar, the 
staff decided to rechristen it Wildcatter 
as a tribute to taking chances. It is still 
a bit out of the way, but the clientele is 
growing, Simon said. 

“A wildcatter is a risk-taker going out 
to find oil, and I was a risk-taker buying 
this bar,” Simon said. “They kind of put 
the two together and thought it would 
work out, and it has worked really well.”

DINING 

26913 I-10
Katy • 281-392-2337
www.wildcattersaloon.com
Bar Hours: Sun.–Wed. 11 a.m.–midnight
Thurs.- Sat. 11 a.m.–2 a.m.
Food Truck: Sun.-Mon. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
Tue.- Wed. 11 a.m.– 9 p.m.
Thu.- Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

Upcoming live music

Saturday
5/24 Fighting Gemini, 9 p.m.

Sunday
5/25 Blues and Brews with Leonard “Low 
Down” Brown, 2 p.m.

Saturday
5/31 Eddison Freeman Project, 9 p.m.

Ongoing events

Mondays 
Craft Beer Night

Thursdays
Karaoke Night

By Kelli Ainsworth

Wildcatter recently added a full-service food 
truck to take care of preparing lunch and dinner.

The decor hints at Wildcatter’s biker roots.

With the help of a mixologist, Wildcatter’s bar 
now boasts a menu of new signature drinks.

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 210 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10

1463
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Compiled by David Pollan and John Rigg

Guide 2014

summer DAY Trips

ALVIN, TX

BAYOU WILDLIFE PARK
5050 FM 517
Alvin • 855-443-4762
www.bayouwildlifepark.com
About 25 miles southeast of Houston, Alvin 
is home to an 80-acre wildlife preserve where 
visitors can take individual and guided tours 
and participate in a variety of activities. The 
Bayou Wildlife Preserve offers tram ride 
tours, pony rides and a petting zoo, featuring 
more than 500 animals and birds.
10 a.m.–4 p.m. (March 1–Aug. 1), 10 a.m.–3 
p.m. (Aug. 1–Feb. 28)

SHIMEK GARDENS
3122 County Road 237 
Alvin • 281-331-4395
www.shimeksgardens.blogspot.com
Run by Nell and Harvey Shimek, the award-
winning Shimek Gardens is a National Display 
Garden with hundreds of daylilies from 
breeders all over the country. Located one 
mile west of Alvin’s city limits, the garden 
features more than 850 different types of 
daylilies, hundreds of roses and a wide variety 
of other flowers. Free admission.

ANGLETON, TX

BRAZORIA NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE
24907 FM 2004 
Angleton • 979-922-1037
www.fws.gov/refuge/brazoria 
The 44,000-acre park features salt and 
freshwater marshes and is home to more than 
300 species of bird. Salt Lake, Nicks Lake 
and Lost Lake are ideal for nature watching 
and fishing. Visitors can find geese, ducks and 
sandhill cranes or fish for speckled trout, red 
drum, flounder and croaker. 
Open from dawn until dusk. Free admission.

BAYTOWN, TX

BAYTOWN HISTORICAL MUSEUM
220 W. Defee St. 
Baytown • 281-427-8768
www.baytownhistoricalmuseum.org
The Baytown Historical Museum is in the 
old Baytown Post Office. The origin of the 
museum dates back to May 14, 1970, when 
the city of Baytown formed a historical 
committee to look into establishing a 
historical museum in Baytown. The museum 
features artifacts pertaining to local and 
pioneer history. 
Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free admission.

PIRATE’S BAY WATER PARK
5300 E. Road
Baytown • 281-422-1150
www.baytown.org/piratesbay
The city of Baytown kicks off the summer 
in May with Pirate’s Bay Water Park’s 2014 
season. The park features a series of water 
tube and body slides, along with a nearly 
700-foot lazy river. New features for 2014 
include “dive in movies,” beach parties for 
children 5 and under and swim lessons. The 
season is scheduled to end Aug. 24.
Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sun. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. Costs vary. 

ROYAL PURPLE RACEWAY
2525 S. FM 565
Baytown • 281-383-7223 
www.royalpurpleraceway.com
The park is situated on 500 acres and features 

seating for 30,000. The three-story tower 
building incorporates 23 VIP suites, media 
center, and race control facilities equipped 
with state-of-the-art timing and scoring 
equipment. Regular events include street 
racing on Fridays and dirt racing on Saturdays. 
The ASCS Sprint Car Nationals takes place 
June 15. 
Times and costs vary by event.

GALVESTON, TX

FLOWER GARDEN BANKS 
NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY
4700 Ave. U, Bldg. 216 
Galveston • 409-621-5151
www.flowergarden.noaa.gov
This premier diving destination provides divers 
with the chance to view the northernmost 
coral reefs in the continental U.S. Star and 
Brain coral, manta rays, hammerhead sharks, 
and loggerhead sea turtles are all on display. 
Whale sharks can also be seen around July, 
August and September. This experience is 
best suited for intermediate or advanced 
divers. 
A trip can be scheduled in advance with a 
charter operator. A list can be found on the 
sanctuary website. Costs vary.

MOODY GARDENS
One Hope Blvd.
Galveston • 800-582-4673
www.moodygardens.com
From the ocean to the rainforest, visitors can 
learn about wildlife and natural ecosystems 
while participating in a range of activities at 
Moody Gardens. The location also offers an 
18-hole golf course, an IMAX theater and 
paddle wheel boat rides. The Palm Beach 
water park is open on the weekends in May 
and opens full time in June. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. daily. Costs vary. 

TEXAS SEAPORT MUSEUM
2100 Harborside Drive 

Galveston • 409-763-1877
 www.tsm-elissa.com
Elissa, a historic ship built for commerce 
in 1877, is docked at this museum where 
travelers can take a tour. The museum also has 
an exhibit about shrimping in Galveston and a 
database of more than 130,000 immigrants 
who entered the U.S. through the island.
10 a.m.–5 p.m. daily. $10 (adult), $8 (student 
ages 6–18), free (children under 5 and 
Galveston Historical Foundation members).

HUNTSVILLE, TX

HUNTSVILLE STATE PARK
40 Park Road 
Huntsville • 936-295-5644 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/huntsville
This heavily wooded park adjoins the Sam 
Houston National Forest and encloses 
the 210-acre Lake Raven. The park offers 
camping, hiking, biking, boating, fishing, 
swimming and guided horseback trail rides 
with horses provided by 2E Stables. Canoe 
and paddle boat rentals are also available.
Gates open 7 a.m.–10 p.m. daily. $5 (adult), 
free (children 12 and under).

SAM HOUSTON MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM
1402 19th St. 
Huntsville • 936-294-1832
www.samhoustonmemorialmuseum.com
The museum features photographs and other 
historic and educational memorabilia relevant 
to the life of Sam Houston. Patrons can go on 
guided tours of the museum grounds to see 
the Steamboat House, where the Houstons 
lived when Sam was governor, and his 
Woodland home.
Tue.–Sat. 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Sun. noon–4:30 
p.m., closed Mondays. $4 (adults), $3 (seniors 
over 65), $2 (ages 6–18), free (members, 
SHSU students with ID).
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Dr. Mary Sue Harrison, Au.D. 
& Patricia Listi MCD, CCC-A

Diagnostic & Hearing aid services

FREE HEARING 
SCREENINGS 

Call for your appointment today

281.578.7500
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Suite 105 Katy, TX 77450 • 281.578.7500 • www.tohear.com

99

10

Kingsland Blvd.

                                                  S. M
ason Rd.

 
                  W

estgreen Blvd.

™
Family owned since 1986

Providing professional hearing 
healthcare services designed to 

increase our clients' quality of life.

Lifestyle Focused Hearing Aid 
Consultation
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LAKE JACKSON, TX

GULF COAST BIRD OBSERVATORY
103 W. Hwy. 332 
Lake Jackson • 979-480-0999 
www.gcbo.org
Travelers can embark on self-guided nature 
trails across the 34 acres of Columbia 
Bottomland forest in Lake Jackson. This 
research and education facility coordinates 
data on migrating and resident avifauna. The 
GCBO hosts free bird-banding programs 
on the third Saturday of each month to help 
track bird migratory patterns. 
Mon.–Fri. 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. Free 
admission (donations appreciated).

SEA CENTER TEXAS
300 Medical Drive 
Lake Jackson • 979-292-0100 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/visitorcenters/
seacenter
A marine development, aquarium and 
education center in Lake Jackson, Sea Center 
can produce 20 million fingerlings annually—
primarily red drum and spotted sea trout—for 
release into Texas coastal waters. In addition 
to aquariums, displays and a 24-foot touch-
tank, the complex also has a saltwater marsh 
demonstration boardwalk and a freshwater 
marsh that is ideal for birding. 
Tue.–Sat. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Sun. 1–4 p.m, 
closed Mondays. Free admission (donations 
appreciated).

LA PORTE, TX

SAN JACINTO MONUMENT AND 
BATTLEGROUNDS
One Monument Circle 
La Porte • 281-479-2421 
www.sanjacinto-museum.org
The San Jacinto Monument is dedicated to 
the heroes of the Battle of San Jacinto and all 
others who contributed to the independence 
of Texas. The monument is a 570-foot shaft 

topped by a 34-foot star symbolizing the Lone 
Star Republic. The building incorporates a 
number of innovative engineering features not 
common during the period of its construction. 
The American Society of Civil Engineers 
designated the monument as a State and 
National Historic Structure. The monument 
is listed as the tallest stone column memorial 
structure in the world, 15 feet taller than the 
Washington Monument in Washington, D.C.
9 a.m.–6 p.m. daily (battleground, 
monument and museum), 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
daily (monument observation floor). Free 
admission. 

BATTLESHIP TEXAS
3527 Independence Parkway
La Porte • 281-542-0684
www.battleshiptexas.org
This 1,200-acre property is the historic site 
of the San Jacinto Battleground. The park 
is also home to the San Jacinto Monument 
and Battleship Texas. Visitors can partake 
in self-guided tours of the historic ship and 
learn about an important piece of Texas 
history. Guided tours and student discounts 
are also available.
10 a.m.–5 p.m. $12 (adults). 
Free (under 13).

NEW BRAUNFELS, TX

SCHLITTERBAHN WATERPARK & 
RESORT
400 N. Liberty Ave.
New Braunfels • 830-625-2351

www.schlitterbahn.com/new-braunfels
Whether going for an extended trip or just 
the day, the well-known Schlitterbahn 
Waterpark and Resort offers a range of rides, 
activities and other attractions for all ages. 
The park offers season passes and group 
discounts. Private cabana rentals are also 
available. The park is open on the weekends 
through May 15. The entire park opens June 
2.
Times and costs vary.

WASHINGTON, TX

WASHINGTON ON THE BRAZOS
FM 1155 
Washington • 936-878-2214  
www.birthplaceoftexas.com
The 293-acre state historic site is on the 
Brazos River. Visitors are encouraged 
to begin at the Visitors Center, where 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife staff can 
help plan the visit. Tour options take 
patrons to Independence Hall to learn 
about the founding of the Republic of 
Texas, Barrington Living History Farm to 
experience life in early Texas and the Star 
of the Republic Museum for a historic 
overview. 8 a.m.–sundown (park hours), 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. (Visitor’s Center). Costs vary 
by tour package. 
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BERRIES & BLUEBONNETS
Warm weather brings a new season of 
berry picking and bluebonnet sightings 
throughout Texas. Residents and visitors 
can see the sprouting state flower in 
various spots around the city or take a 
drive through the Texas Hill Country to 
take in the sights—seemingly endless 
acres of bluebonnet fields. There are also 
several locations and farms where outdoor 
enthusiasts can pick their own vegetables, 
fruits and berries. 

WHERE TO PICK
There are dozens of farms around town to 
find and pick your own berries. Here are a 
few local options.
Matt Family Orchard
Blueberries, blackberries, figs
21110 Bauer Hockley Road
Tomball • 281-351-7676
www.mattfamilyorchard.com
P–6 Farms
Blackberries, produce
9963 Poole’s Road
Montgomery • 936-597-6062
www.p-6farms.com

C
o

ur
te

sy
 M

ik
e 

B
ax

te
r



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com20  FEATURES

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions

Hurricane preparedness: Emergency officials 
offer tips, resources
CY- FAIR— As the Houston area enters 
hurricane season—which lasts roughly 
from June 1 to Nov. 30—authorities 
are encouraging residents to be pre-
pared for an emergency situation.

The likelihood of a hurricane passing 
though Cy-Fair is low because of the 
area’s distance from the coast, said Frank 
Votaw with Cy-Fair CERT, a nonprofit 
organization that raises awareness about 
emergency planning through classes and 
programs. However, an incoming hur-
ricane can still be a cause for concern for 
Cy-Fair residents, he said.

“We might not be at the center of it, 
but the devastating effects of a hurricane 
can be far reaching,” Votaw said. “People 
in Cy-Fair, especially in flood-prone 
areas, still need to be ready for a poten-
tially damaging storm.”

CERT is active year-round, but it has 
special programs for training residents 
in all aspects of hurricane preparedness, 
including first aid, search and rescue and 
dealing with floods. 

CERT also stocks containers of 

essential disaster relief supplies in vari-
ous locations throughout the commu-
nity. A 20-foot railroad cargo container 
is in Copperfield and two Neighborhood 
SAFEs—Supplies Available For Emer-
gency—are in Stone Creek and Fairfield. 
The group also has a 6-by-10-foot Mobile 
Emergency Response Trailer with medi-
cal and search and rescue supplies.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

EMERGENCY KIT
The Houston Office of Emergency 
Management recommends stocking an 
emergency kit with the following items. Get 
the full list online at  
www.houstonoem.net.

• Nonperishable food and bottled water for  
 five days
• Clothing and bedding
• Rain gear
• Plastic plates, cups and utensils
• Battery operated radio
• Flashlight
• Cash or traveler’s checks
• Tool kit
• Items for sanitation
• First aid supplies/medications

CY-FAIR—Lone Star College System 
celebrated the dedication of its new Energy 
and Manufacturing Institute on the 
University Park campus May 14. 
   The 70,000-square-foot facility will 
train students for jobs in the energy 
industry and provide hands-on instruc-
tion with five state-of-the-art classrooms, 
28 labs and two simulations rooms 
equipped with industry-standard equip-
ment and software. 
   “The institute will concentrate on a 
strong foundation in scientific and engi-
neering concepts emphasizing exposure to 

real-world lab and industrial processes and 
equipment,” said John Galiotos, dean of 
the Energy and Manufacturing Institute. 
   Students can follow a number of path-
ways to the oil and gas industry at LSCS. 
Programs offered through the energy 
and manufacturing institute range from 
engineering technology to petroleum 
data technology.
   Construction began on the $20 mil-
lion facility last spring, and classes are 
expected to start in the building by the 
fall semester. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

LSCS dedicates new facility for training  
in energy and manufacturing industries 

The new Energy and Manufacturing Institute at University Park will be ready for classes this fall. 
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It works for making 
your business even 
more rewarding

* Potential o� ers totaling up to $300 are based on estimated combined fee waivers and 
incentives for special o� ers. Receive a $100 credit when each of the following accounts and 
services are opened by June 30, 2014: (a) a new Business Platinum Credit Card with Rewards 
and make $1,000 in net purchases on the account within the � rst three billing cycles, 
(b) open and activate a new merchant services account, or (c) when you switch your payroll 
processing. Annual rewards program fee of $50 waived for the � rst year. O� ers may be 
modi� ed or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Discounts 
noted above are based on standard fees applicable to selected business products. Terms 
and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are subject to change. Fees 
and conditions may apply to certain products and services. Credit cards, merchant services 
accounts, and payroll services are subject to eligibility and approval, including credit 
approval. Additional restrictions apply. Visit store or website for complete details. O� er 
valid from May 1, 2014, through June 30, 2014.

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1186250_11759)

You work long and hard to make your business succeed. To thank 
you for your commitment to your business and your community, 
we’re o  ering you up to $300* in appreciation o  ers. You can save on 
fi nancial services to help your business needs by taking the following 
3 steps: 

Step #1:  Enroll in the Wells Fargo Business Card Rewards® program 
when you open a new Business Platinum Credit Card. 

Step #2:  Open a new Merchant Services account.

Step #3:  Enroll and process payroll for 3 months.

Talk to a Wells Fargo banker today to learn more about our business 
appreciation o  ers.

1-877-436-4170
wellsfargo.com/appreciation

1186250_11759 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 4/14/14   3:35 PM
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Full stories online at impactnews.com

Sugar Land’s red light cameras stand test Montgomery County to consider 
updating tax abatement policySUGAR LAND— Following the 

Police Department’s recommenda-
tions, Sugar Land City Council has 
decided to continue the use of the 
city’s red light cameras—known 
as Safe Light Sugar Land—and is 
looking at possibly pursuing regis-
tration holds for violators.

“The purpose of traffic enforce-
ment is to change driving 
behaviors and encourage motor-
ists to comply with traffic laws,” 
Police Chief Doug Brinkley said. 
“If everyone complied with these 
laws at all times, there would be 
no accidents. Our goal is to save 
lives, reduce injuries and mini-
mize property loss.”

The city of Sugar Land imple-
mented the Safe Light program in 
2008, which resulted in an estimated 58 
percent decrease in accidents at targeted 
intersections from 2009–12, Brinkley 
said.

“Our Safe Light Sugar Land program 
has reduced accidents and helped to save 

the lives of motorists, pedestrians and 
bicyclists,” he said. “Red light cameras 
also allow police officers to focus on 
other important efforts, such as special 
teams that focus on burglaries and other 
areas of emphasis.”
Full story by John Rigg

THE WOODLANDS —Montgomery 
County Judge Alan Sadler has tasked 
Tax Assessor-Collector J.R. Moore 
with heading a commission that will 
review and update the county’s tax 
abatement policy before his term as 
judge expires at the end of the year. 

“One thing I want to do before I leave 
office is reassemble the committee to 
basically update the basic numbers on 
the tax abatement agreements,” Sadler 
said. “Our tax abatement agreements are 
anywhere from five years to 10 years and 
anywhere from 50 percent to 100 percent 
abated based on jobs and added value. 
We need to update those to bring them to 
2013-14 numbers.”

A tax abatement is an exemption of 
property taxes on improvements to a 
parcel of land, Sadler said. 

For instance, if a business buys prop-
erty in the county and applies for a tax 
abatement, the company would still pay 
property taxes based on the assessed 

valuation of the land, but if it were to 
build a structure on the land, that would 
be abated, meaning the company would 
not pay taxes on the improvements for a 
set amount of time. 

The company would only pay a per-
centage of property taxes on the property 
for the agreed-upon amount of time. 

Although the tax abatement policy 
in Montgomery County was renewed 
last year, the county has not adjusted or 
updated the criteria to the policy since 
2008, Moore said. 

He is conducting research to deter-
mine how the criteria should be updated 
and what recommendations to make to 
the county court. 

“I am looking at five other counties 
who we consider competitors to see 
if they have updated their numbers,” 
Moore said. “I have looked at three of 
those so far, and it does not look like they 
have updated their numbers.”
Full story by David Pollan and Jesse Mendoza
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Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned residential and urban mixed-use communities in the United States from coast-to-coast. 
Together with our partner, North America Sekisui House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities for people  
to live life in ways that matter most to them. www.newlandcommunities.com and www.nashcommunities.com

†RCLCO, 2014. NNP II-Cinco West LP and Terrabrook Cinco Ranch Southwest GP, LLC (“Fee Owner”) is the owner and developer of the Cinco Ranch Community (“Community”). Certain homebuilders unaffiliated with the Fee Owner or its related entities 
(collectively, “Cinco Ranch”) are building homes in the Community (“Builder(s)”).  Fee Owner has retained Newland Communities solely as the property manager for the Community.  North America Sekisui House has an interest in one of the members in 

Owner.  Newland Communities and North America Sekisui House are not co-developing, co-building or otherwise responsible for any of the obligations or representations of any of the Builders, and shall have no obligations to any buyer regarding 
a home purchase from a Builder. Purchasers of homes from any of the Builders waive any claims against Newland Communities and/or North America Sekisui House arising out of their purchase transaction. Prices, specifications, details and 
availability of Builder’s homes are subject to change without notice. 2014 © Cinco Ranch. All Rights Reserved.

10 Pools • 50+ Parks • 21 Schools 
17 Lighted Tennis Courts

11 Home Builders • 15+ Model Homes

From waterslides to picnics to flag 

football, you’re in your element 

at Cinco Ranch. With so much to 

offer, it’s no wonder Cinco is the 

best-selling community in Texas†.  

CINCORANCH.com

Discover instant chemistry
with Cinco.
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My team of experts in Katy focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, 
chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. 
Having MD Anderson in my community kept me close to my friends and close to home. 
I chose MD Anderson in Katy. Find Your MD Anderson today.

When I had breast cancer, the 
world’s leading care was right here. 

I chose 
MD Anderson

in Katy
- Jeanne Zarazee

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

Facebook.com/MDAndersonKaty

14RCCM005D_Community Impact Newspaper CyFair.indd   1 5/1/14   4:02 PM
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Markets
Continued from | 1

have only been here a year,” Thara 
said. 

There can be drawbacks to 
those conversations, too. Some-
times the discussions seem to 
amplify the differences between 
their own culture and others in 
the area, he said. 

Community venues, like these 
markets, however, can also be 
venues for cultural melding.

On a counter at Cedars Mediter-
ranean Grill and Market there are 
a few stacks of business cards—a 
mechanic, a lawyer, a plumber, all 
with Middle Eastern–sounding 
names. Nearby, there is a stack of 
Arabic language newspapers. 

Yet, Ibrihim Radwan, who 
along with his wife, Amal, started 
Cedars Mediterranean Grill and 
Market about eight years ago, said 
most of his customers are Ameri-
cans or Venezuelans. 

Specialty food
Radwan, originally from Pales-

tine, stocks items the larger super-
market chains do not have. There 
is a special variety of olive oil, for 
example, that customers seek out, 
a particular Bulgarian feta cheese, 
cheese and spinach pies, falafel 
mix, hummus, baba ghannouj, 
Greek yogurt and fresh pita bread.

“We bring customers things 
they can’t find,” Radwan said. 

The Radwans also specialize 
in making traditional Mediter-
ranean sweets and cookies—bak-
lava, namoura, rice pudding—all 
made without any artificial flavors 
or preservatives. 

Similarly, Thara said that cus-
tomers of Katy Grocers come in 

seeking products made with Halal 
meat—the type and method of 
processing animals permitted by 
Islam. Chicken, beef, goat and 
lamb can be Halal; pork cannot. 

All the meats in Katy Grocers’ 
frozen section are Halal. That 
includes several dozen packaged 
microwave-style meals. 

Halal meat is also popular with 
a variety of non-Muslim Indi-
ans—Christians, for example—
who prefer the taste and prepara-
tion style, Thara said. 

The store has seen such a rise 
in demand that the owners plan 
to open a Halal and Kosher meat 
market at the back of the store in 
a month. 

Gauging the population 
Tracking the growth of many of 

these cultural and ethnic groups is 
not easy because of their size, said 
Michael Cline, associate director 
of the Hobby Center for the Study 
of Texas, based at Rice University. 

In the city limits of Katy, spe-
cifically, there is fast growth in the 
Asian population but the overall 
number is still very small, he said. 

One particular group, Asian 
Indians, for example, grew from 
six individuals to 49 individuals 
between 2000 and 2010.

“Percentage-wise that’s a big 
jump, but it is still a small group 
of people,” Cline said. 

Of the city’s childhood popula-
tion under 18, about 51 percent 
were non-Hispanic whites—one 
of the racial categories tracked 
by the U.S. Census. That means 
that nearly half of the childhood 
population in the area consists of 
groups other than non-Hispanic 
whites—the largest of which was 

Hispanics. The Hispanic popu-
lation is growing everywhere in 
Texas, he said. 

“You even see places outside of 
the city, like Cinco Ranch, which 
one might expect to be primarily 
Anglo—which it is—with much 
more diversity in the 2010 census 
[than in 2000],” Cline said. 

But a lot can happen between 
census decades. Groups can move 
into an area and not show up on 
the Census Bureau’s yearly esti-
mates, Cline said.

Doing business
Anecdotally, there is an upsurge 

in the diversity and number of 
cultures and ethnicities rep-
resented in the local business 
community, said Ann Hodge, 
president of the Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Some of those communities 
are more insulated than others 
from business networks, such 
as the chamber.

As of late, there have been 
several new businesses owned 
by people from South and Cen-
tral American cultures, she said. 

Unlike Venezuelan business 
owners, however, Indo-Pak 
and some Asian entrepreneurs 
have been hesitant to join the 
chamber, Hodge said.  

Thara said they are not sure 
about the advantages of joining. 
The chamber has not approached 
the store about joining. He admits, 
however, that he never really sought 
out information either. 
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a  Vishala Grocery and 
Restaurant
Indo-Pak food, produce and 
restaurant
5205 S. Mason Road

281-492-2020

b  Cedars Mediterranean  
Grill and Market
1830 S. Mason Road, Ste. 160
281-392-3242
www.cedarsinkaty.com

c  Alsafa
Halal and Mediterranean grill
873 S. Mason Road, Ste. 304
281-944-3342 
www.alsafakaty.com/

d  Pinoy Grocery
Filipino grocery store
811 S. Mason Road, Ste. 116
281-829-9798
www.pinoygrocery.com

e  Alameda Carniceria & 
Panaderia
Meat market, produce, bakery
5361 E. 5th St.

f  La Michoacana 
Meat market, produce, tacos
653 Pin Oak Road, Ste. A-4
281-395-8457
lamichoacanameatmarket.com

g  Las Tarascas
Large market with food, produce, 
meat, grill, bakery
1025 S. Mason Road
281-579-9994

h  KT Bombay & Bazaar
Indo-Pak grocery store
949 S. Mason Road
281-578-5812
ktbombaybazaar.yolasite.com

i  Katy Halal Meat
Meat market
2002 N. Fry Road
281-578-6565

j  African Intl. Market
Food from Nigeria, Ghana and 
other African countries
975 S. Mason Road

k  Katy Grocers 
Indo-Pak grocery store
1830 S. Mason Road, Ste. 170
281-392-3616
www.facebook.com/katygrocers

Sampling
of ethnic grocers

Katy Grocers has several aisles of Indian and 
Pakistani food. The store also offers Halal 
meat, produce and dozens of frozen meals. 

African Intl. Market, stocks about 200 
products known to Nigerians and Ghanaians, 
including gari powder, palm oil and goat.
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A variety of culturally specific grocery stores and markets dot the landscape of the area, 
including Indo-Pak, Filipino and Mediterranean. There is a particularly high concentration 
along South Mason Road, but there are several Latin food grocers near downtown Katy. 

This is not a comprehensive list. 
2000
CENSUS

(2018)
PROJECTED

81%

83.5%

68.1%

69.2%

11.7%

11.2%

8.8%

8.7%
5.1%

5% 16.4%
30.7%

 White  Black  Asian/PI  Other*  Hispanic  Non-Hispanic

*American Indian, Alaskan Native, Two or more Races, Other
SOURCE: KATY AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL,  U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

Diversity

How likely are you to explore a grocery store 
that specializes in food from a culture that is 
not your own?

Take the poll online at  
impactnews.com/kty-poll
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different languages 
spoken or heard in the 

homes of Katy ISD 
students

91 148 different countries of 
origin represented, 
which is identified as 
birth country. That 
does not necessarily 
represent student 
nationality. For example, 
a student may have 
been born in Germany, 
but is a U.S. citizen.

Highland Knolls Dr.

Projections for 2018 show the population of Asians, Pacific Islanders, American 
Indians, Alaskan natives, and people from two or more races, will likely grow as a 
proportion of the whole population. Demographers say, however, that growth of the 
Hispanic population is the most significant and will continue to be, as it is statewide.
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GET MORE  IN A NEW HOME

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. Not available with any other offer. Additional restrictions may apply. See New Home Counselor for complete details.  © 2014 Beazer Homes   5/14   116901
 

Churchill Farms
Fulshear, TX 77441 

This master-planned community in West  
Houston boasts desirable amenities:
• Schools in Katy ISD
• Resort-style pool and playground
• Located off FM 1463, just north of Fry Rd.

Visit us today and see how much more you 
could be getting when you buy with Beazer.

Call 281-616-5798 for more information.

Settling Down Shouldn’t Mean Settling for Less. Expect More, GET MORE.

Single-family homes from the $220s to $500s

Mortgage Choices - Preferred 
lenders with great rates, low fees, a 
variety of options and great service.

Energy Efficiency - Every Beazer 
home meets ENERGY STAR® 3.0 
standards for great savings.

Personalization - Flexible 
floorplans and design options  
to suit your needs and style.

Beazer gives you:

Come home to Churchill Farms!

832.829.5829
Call Today to Schedule a Free Design Consultation or visit www.traditionoutdoorliving.com

Patio Covers • Outdoor Kitchens • Fire Features • Pergolas 
Screen Rooms • Architectural 3D Designs

Hardscapes/Decorative Concrete • Sun Rooms • Room Additions 
Fully Insured

Before

Before

The Art of Outdoor Living
Owned and Operated by Residents of Katy, TX

After

After
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ENERGY SAVING TIPS FROM PROVIDERS

Power
Continued from | 1

Building infrastructure
Until the Texas Legislature 

passed Senate Bill 7 in 1999, the 
power industry in Texas was 
largely vertically integrated. A 
single company could own the 
generation, transmission and dis-
tribution infrastructure and then 
sell power directly to customers. 

Now, a company such as NRG 
Energy may own the power plants, 
while CenterPoint owns the trans-
mission and distribution lines, and 
a number of competing providers 
sell electricity plans to busi-
ness and residential 
customers. This 
means there are 
a lot of different 
entities that must 
coordinate when build-
ing or upgrading power infra-
structure.

The Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas reports that there are 
four new power plants opening 
this summer, while two more 
will undergo major improve-
ments. This will bring an addi-
tional 2,153 megawatts of power 
to Texas, which will ultimately 
increase the  amount of power 
available to the Katy area. One 
megawatt provides electricity to 
about 200 homes during peak 
summer demand.

At the transmission level, Cen-
terPoint plans to update one of its 
Katy transmission line segments 
in the next two months. They will 
also increase the voltage capacity 
of a second transmission line by 
the end of the year.

“Both projects are intended to 
provide additional capacity in 
the Katy area,” Dixon said.

In addition to improving trans-
mission capabilities in Katy, Cen-
terPoint also recently upgraded 
the equipment in some of its area 
substations. A new substation will 
be built on Fry Road later this year, 
Dixon said.

“We have worked with them 
in the past on several occasions 
and we were able to address some 
concerns that they had at the time 
about electric power, and I think 
everything’s worked out really 
well,” said Lance LaCour, presi-
dent of the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council.

The substation that will power 
Cane Island is likely already in 
place, Lawson said. 

“There’s a substation literally 
within a half a mile of us,” Lawson 
said. “I believe they’re using that 
substation to feed our develop-
ment.” 

In April, ERCOT approved 
the Houston Import Project at a 
cost of $590 million. The project, 
submitted by CenterPoint, will 
improve transmission and distri-
bution facilities in the area, bet-
ter enabling Houston to receive 
power generated in other parts of 
the state by 2018. 

It is possible that a similar proj-
ect may be approved specifically to 
keep up with demand in the Katy 
area in the coming years, said Rob-
bie Searcy, ERCOT spokeswoman.

Power companies, developers 
and agencies like ERCOT try to 
plan for demand well in advance, 
said Terry Hadley, spokesman for 
the Public Utility Commission of 
Texas.  A 2008 ERCOT report, for 
example, first identified the need 
for the Houston Import Project. 

“As planners realize what is 
needed, they can usually stay 
ahead of the curve in developing 
needed infrastructure,” Hadley 
said. 

Katy residents are able to choose from dozens of energy 
providers operating in the area, Those shopping for an electricity 
supplier can find a list of area providers and compare companies 
on the PUCT Power to Choose website.

 
Education
• Energy providers are helping manage demand by offering cus-

tomers tips on conserving energy and incentives for minimizing 
their usage during peak demand hours, which are between 2–7 
p.m. in the summer. 

• Green Mountain Energy, a renewable energy company, has 
been operating in Katy since 2010 and has seen a growth in 
its customer base in that time, said Rafael Navarro, Houston 
Market Manager for Green Mountain. 
    “We use sources such as wind turbines and solar panels,” 
Navarro said. “That’s the big difference between us and a lot 
of other companies.” 

• The company regularly updates customers on its energy usage 
between bills via its website and emails. This allows customers 
to monitor their usage, and reduce consumption.

Nest
• Energy retailers are increasingly offering plans that feature the 

Nest, a programmable smart thermostat. It can learn usage 
patterns and adjust its temperature setting accordingly. Smart 
thermostats are becoming increasingly popular among energy 
providers and consumers.  
     “I think it’s an exciting device that will change how 
customers manager their air-conditioning. It does an amazing 
job of maintaining that almost effortlessly,” said Bill Clayton, 
vice president at Reliant.

 

Air conditioner maintenance
• Making sure that air-conditioning systems are in working 

order is a major way for customers to avoid wasting energy 
and money. Clayton said the air-conditioning system is often 
the most neglected appliance in households, but a leak 
could become an expensive problem. Clayton also suggests 
customers in older homes make sure their insulation is 
sufficient and appliances are energy-efficient.

Strategic use
• Though energy providers make efforts to help their customers 

use energy strategically, sometimes the demand can still be 
too great, especially at peak hours if a power plant trips offline,  
ERCOT spokeswoman Robbie Searcy said. ERCOT maintains 
a certain amount of electricity in reserve. On occasion, the 
amount of energy in reserve can fall below ERCOT’s set 
minimum. In these cases, ERCOT may be forced to issue 
escalating energy emergency alerts, urging users to conserve 
their power.

• If demand is still too high after these alerts are issued, ERCOT 
turns to transmission providers, such as CenterPoint, and tells 
them to reduce demand on the system immediately. Demand 
is alleviated by implementing rotating outages, in which short 
power outages rotate throughout different parts of an area until 
the reserves are restored. 

• ERCOT rarely has to order rotating outages, Searcy said. 
Though residents may find them inconvenient, the alternative is 
allowing demand to lead to an uncontrolled outage. While rotat-
ing outages are short and cover a small area, an uncontrolled 
outage could affect a larger area and take hours to correct.

        “Fortunately, we’ve been able to maintain the system to a          
   degree that that has never occurred,” Searcy said. 

Dealing with demand

Keep shades closed when the air conditioner is on. Sunny 
windows account for an increase of unwanted heat and can 
make your air conditioner work harder. 

Turning the air conditioning up two to three degrees when a 
home is empty will save energy and lower power costs.
Smart thermostats learn a user’s daily routine and can 
automatically adjust their temperature to conserve energy 
when a home is empty. Air conditioners should be regularly 
checked and well maintained to ensure they run as 
efficiently as possible. 

Appliances like washers, dryers and dishwashers consume 
a lot of energy and should not be run during peak hours, 
which are typically from 2–7 p.m.

Grilling food outside or using a slow cooker during peak 
demand hours will save energy, as an oven uses three 
times as much energy as an air conditioning system. 

Newer appliances are more energy-efficient than older 
versions.

In general, power is sent at high 
voltage through a variety of lines that 
allow it to be transported across 
long distances and then reduced in 
voltage so that it can be used. 

HOW WE GET POWER
GENERATION1

Energy is generated at a power plant using coal, 
natural gas, wind, water, nuclear or solar sources.

GENERATION2

This energy is used to 
power a turbine. The 
turbine is connected to 
a large magnet, which 
is surrounded by metal 
coils; the magnet spins 
when the turbine does. 
As the magnet spins, 
it creates a magnetic 
field that causes the 
electrons in the coils 
to line up and move. 
When these electrons 
move through a wire, it 
creates electricity.
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From Reliant Energy and Green Mountain Energy

TRANSMISSION3

The electricity generated in a 
power plant goes through a 
transformer, which increases 
the voltage of the electricity so 
that it can be transported over 
long distances.

DISTRIBUTION6

Industrial and 
commercial 
properties often 
receive higher 
voltage levels than 
residences, as they 
need more power.

DISTRIBUTION7

Electricity being carried to residential 
units will pass through more 
transformers, lowering the voltage again. 

DISTRIBUTION8

The electricity then enters a 
service drop connected to an 
individual home, providing 
that home with electricity. 
Sometimes these 
service drops are routed 
underground—depending 
on how the residence or 
neighborhood was set up by 
the builder or developer. 

DISTRIBUTION5

The transmission lines carry power to substations, where 
transformers lower the voltage so the power can travel 
on smaller distribution lines to homes and businesses.

TRANSMISSION4

Thick wires carry the power from 
the plant in various directions.

For more information visit impactnews.com
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And Who Should I Trust?
It’s been said that most Sellers want the 
same fi ve things:

They want the highest price possible…
in the shortest amount of time…with 
the least amount of inconvenience.  They 
also want to have good communication 
between themselves and the agent they 
hire and they would like to see a diligent 
eff ort by the Realtor.

The professionals at Coldwell Banker 
United, REALTORS are focused on using 
their expertise, their dedication, their 
relocation and brand leadership, and any 
other skills that will help Sellers. What 
they can also do is be honest, provide 
the necessary information to make 
good decisions and then deliver on their 
promises.

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Featured Neighborhood
Seven Meadows, 77494

Build-out year: 2009

Builders: Several production builders and custom 
builders

Square footage: 1,817–6,936 

Homes in the community: Approx. 1,800

Home values: $194,500–$913,200

HOA dues (estimated): $985

Amenities: Tennis courts, swimming pools, jogging trails, 
club house and pavilion, and playgrounds

Property taxes (in dollars):

Fort Bend Co Drainage 0.015000 
Fort Bend Co ESD #2 0.009800 
Fort Bend Co ESD #4 0.079636 
Fort Bend Co GNRL FND 0.484760 
Fort Bend Co LRFC 0.000000 
Fort Bend MUD 34 0.680000 
Fort Bend MUD 35 0.620000 
Katy ISD 1.526600 
 
Total (per $100 value) 2.74–2.78

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

5 Bed / 4 Bath                3,937 sq. ft.             $585,000
Broker: Better Homes and Gardens Real Estate 
Gary Greene Katy  281-646-1136

5919 Rose Bush Trl               

3-4 Bed / 4 Bath            4,904 sq. ft.             $824,900
Broker: REALLiving, Karapasha Realty 281-944-3640

6607 Indiangrass Ln     

4 Bed / 3 Full, 1 Half bath   4,132 sq. ft.      $593,000
Broker: My Castle Realty  713-683-0054

7319 Starry Night          

5 Bed / 4 Full, 1 Half bath      5,194 sq. ft.     $899,900
Broker: RE/MAX Grand  281-347-2200

6515 Indiangrass Ln             
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On the market  (April 2014) Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 45 8 2 –– –– 55 32 24 ––

$150,000–$199,999 –– 70 6 12 1 –– 54 42 35 12

$200,000–$299,999 –– 15 17 27 45 –– 71 33 76 35

$300,000–$399,999 3 –– 10 13 120 16 –– 67 74 55

$400,000–$499,999 –– –– 13 12 82 –– –– 31 89 75

$500,000–$599,999 –– –– 2 2 60 –– –– 40 57 79

$600,000–$799,999 3 –– 4 4 39 70 –– 34 83 100

$800,000–$999,999 4 –– 1 1 9 116 –– 187 36 87

$1 million + 2 –– 3 –– 8 99 –– 130 –– 100

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

April 2013 18 107 101 31 263 $394,219 $117,104 $237,209 $202,691 $312,082

April 2014 9 113 74 54 195 $446,950 $147,936 $289,429 $200,567 $366,764

November 2013 10 123 70 25 17 $385,505 $111,437 $226,244 $158,745 $317,752

October 2013 3 –– 7 –– 118 $323,950 $109,971 $230,216 $180,471 $304,949

September 2013 1 –– 4 2 52 $377,490 $107,774 $211,439 $180,154 $304,954

August 2013 –– –– 2 –– 21 $493,269 $110,024 $232,080 $163,684 $295,834

July 2013 2 –– 1 –– 16 $336,217 $106,886 $251,378 $205,942 $297,060

June 2013 –– –– 3 1 6 $382,064 $107,926 $263,298 $186,262 $316,939

May 2013 –– –– 1 1 4 $386,739 $108,284 $239,679 $127,804 $286,612

Homes on the market (May 2014)

Annual home sales (May 1, 2013–April 30, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 12

No. of homes under contract 11

Average days on the market 8

No. of homes sold 8

Square footage (low/high) 1,852/ 6,936

Selling price (low/high) $194,500 / $913,200

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

Market Data

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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