
Road to Petition Residents have rallied on two recent occasions 
against specific types of development near their 
neighborhoods. 

A Walmart Supercenter, shown in this 
preliminary rendering, is planned for a for FM 
1463. About 250 residents in the area met 
March 24 for a public meeting, many of whom 
were among the almost 1,700 signers of a 
petition opposing the development. 

Fulshear Walmart

Developers are planning a 171-unit multifamily 
complex near Kelliwood. About 50 residents 
attended a MUD board meeting in opposition; 
while about 2,300 signed a petition. The 
company said the complex would likely 
resemble an existing complex shown above.

Westgreen complex
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Patchwork of agencies patrol region

Texas Legislature decreases end-of-
course test requirements from 15 to 5

Area police chasing 
population growth

STAAR exams change

By Kelli Ainsworth
Law enforcement agencies are trying to 

keep pace with more traffic and increased 
policing demands as the Katy area’s population 
continues to grow and the area attracts more 
commercial development, such as Costco and 
a proposed Walmart Supercenter.

“There is a potential increase in traffic vio-
lations as well as crashes just because of the 
number of people who’ve moved to the area,” 
Texas Department of Public Safety Area Ser-
geant John Sampa said.

Part of the challenge of policing the 
area is its patchwork of counties, cities and 

By David Pollan and Nick Cenegy
High school students taking the State of 

Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
end-of-course exams have had a lighter load 
this year as the Texas Legislature imple-
mented changes reducing the number of 
tests that will be administered.

The reduction in the number of tests is a 
move local administrators said will lessen 
the burden on teachers and students and put 
the emphasis back on subject matter mas-
tery rather than test preparation.

“Anytime you reduce the number of stan-
dardized tests, you take some weight off of 
teachers and administrators,” said Dr. Allison 

See Policing | 26  See STAAR | 27

Walmart on FM 1463, apartments at Westgreen and 
Highland Knolls prompt petitions, public meetings

Residents organize against two recent developments

By Nick Cenegy
Residents in the unincorpo-

rated area around Katy are voicing 
their opposition and organizing 
against two planned develop-
ments. The first was a proposed 
171-unit apartment complex in 
Harris County at the intersec-
tion of Westgreen Boulevard and 
Highland Knolls Drive. The sec-
ond was a Walmart store in Fort 
Bend County planned for FM 
1463 and FM 1093. In both cases 
residents created petitions—gar-
nering 2,331 and 1,697 signatures, 
respectively—contacted local offi-
cials and attended public meet-
ings to express their concerns.

During the ensuing discussions 
in the community and online, one 
theme emerged. There are many 
layers of governance that may 
affect development in unincorpo-
rated areas, under most circum-
stances, there is little residents 
can do, aside from convincing 
the developer to alter the plans to 
change a proposed project from 
being built next door to their 
neighborhood. 

The county’s role
The county is perhaps the most 

public of governing bodies with 
a say in new development in the 
unincorporated Katy area. Fort 
Bend County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Andy Meyers’ office got 
an earful from residents opposed 
to the planned construction of 

a 182,000-square-foot Walmart 
Supercenter, Meyers said.  The 
commissioner’s court, however, 
is limited in its powers and can-
not reject the development based 
solely on public opinion, he said. 

“The authority counties have 
regarding residential and com-
mercial development is approval 
of plats when a property owner 
subdivides his or her land,” Mey-
ers said. 

Counties cannot regulate the 
size or type of buildings—as a city 
might—but determine accord-
ing to the property owner’s plans 
whether there will be adequate 
water and sewer, detention and 
drainage, and roads for the devel-
opment. 

The 93-acre Lovett develop-
ment includes at least 15 pad sites 
for other businesses in addition to 

See Governance | 25

At least five local agencies, in addition to a varying 
number of State Troopers, regularly assign patrol 
units to areas in and around Katy. 

Source: Listed agencies
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REgister online to win a dinner, hosted in the home, for you and 7 friends!
TOWNELAKETEXAS.COM/ShowcaseHome  •  832.304.2310

SPONSORS

Interiors

Benefitting

M. Fatheree Interiors and Cindy Aplanalp Yates

Towne Lake is excited to debut the latest Southern 
Living Showcase Home by Morning Star Builders! 
�e 5,300 square foot home will be on display and 
available for tours in Water’s Edge this Spring. 

�is exciting home features the latest in home design:

•   Fiber optic lighting
•   Expansive lanai
•   Exquisite lake views

•   Solar powered skylights
•   Digital shower
•   Texas Basement

SOUTHERN LIVING CUSTOM BUILDER PROGRAM

Showcase HOME
TOUR MAY 9 - JUNE 15

CALD-0031_Southern Living Ad_Cy-Fair Community Impact_V3.pdf   1   4/8/14   1:34 PM



Katy Edition • April 2014 news  3

At a recent Katy City 
Council meeting I saw a 
father explaining a little 
about governance to a 
cluster of Boy Scouts. 

“This is the lowest 
form of democracy,” he 
said, pointing at the dais. 

I’m not sure “lowest” 
was the best choice of 
words, but the scouts 
seemed to understand 
his point. 

In writing this month about residents who have 
spoken out against commercial and multifamily devel-
opments in their communities, it struck me that there 
are even more basic forms of governance, especially in 
unincorporated communities in our area. Most forms, 
such as Municipal Utility Districts and Home Owners 
Associations, are even “lower,” with more limited power 
and lesser known, than a city council. People who fully 
understand the workings of these organizations deserve 

their own special merit badge. 
The recurrent question among most residents in such 

areas is “Who is in charge?” and “What can they do?” 
Sometimes the answer is “nothing.” But even if those 
questions are answered, the answers are often different a 
quarter mile down the road. 

In this month’s story about law enforcement, Kelli 
Ainsworth addresses exactly this idea. She explores 
which agencies patrol the various jurisdictions in our 
area, and whose blue and red flashing lights might be 
in your rear view mirror. She also reports on those law 
enforcement agencies’ efforts to keep apace of growth.

If we take “lowest” to mean “most fundamental,”  
then there is no more important set of subjects to cover 
in our newspaper. It is, after all, the “lowest” form of 
governance that affects us most often. 

FROm ThE EDITOR

nick Cenegy
Editor

ncenegy@impactnews.com

3D Mammograms now available!
•	 3D	Mammography	(tomosynthesis)	is	a	FDA	approved	imaging	technology	designed	for	
	 early	breast	cancer	detection.
•	 Evening and weekend hours are available.
•	 *Schedule	your	mammogram	today	and	receive	a	free	
	 Bath	and	Body	Works	gift	set!
	

*$9.99	retail	value.	Offer	good	while	supplies	last.	Bath	and	Body	Works	is	not	a	sponsor	of	this	promotion	and	is	not		
affiliated	with	Cypress	Fairbanks	Medical	Center	Hospital	or	Cypress	Fairbanks	Women’s	Imaging	Center.

281-897-3121 • CyFairWomensImaging.com • 11307 FM 1960 West, Suite 340, Houston, Texas 77065

To schedule your mammogram, call 281-897-3121. 

COmmUNITy FEEDbACk
TAke The pOll lAsT MOnTh’s pOll ResulTs

Do you think, as a resident, you 
should have more of a say in what 
development moves in adjacent to your 
neighborhood? 

  no, because i want to preserve the right of landowners to  
 build what they want on their property.

  Yes, because existing residents should be able to have   
 more control in what moves into the immediate area.

  no, because nearby commercial development makes life  
 more convenient for the majority of residents.

  Yes, because residents should be able to better control   
 proposed development that could affect their property value. 

  other

  take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What aspect of the proposed Highway 
36a concept is the highest priority for             
Public schools funded by property taxes   

  33.96%   

Public schools funded by another source besides property 
taxes   

  22.64%  

Vouchers to be used at any type of school, funded by 
property taxes   

  20.75%

only privately funded schools, no property taxes   

  15.09%    

other:   

  7.56%    

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected  
March 27–April 14, 2014

We report this month on the opposition voiced by some Katy 
area residents to two new developments in unincorporated 
communities. in both cases almost 2,000 individuals signed pe-
titions trying to keep a Wal-Mart and multifamily complex from 
moving into an adjacent property. in both cases, the residents 
discovered that there was little that could be done. 

Last month we wrote about the proposed 107-mile Highway 
36a project. The highway would allow a new coastal evacua-
tion route and a path for freight but Katy Prairie Conservancy 
advocates are concerned about its possible environmental 
impact. 
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company offers a variety of products, 
including conventional, Federal Housing 
Administration and Department of 
Veterans Affairs mortgages. 281-248-
2100. www.homepromortgage.com

5  Medina Orthodontics, at 10605 
Spring Green Blvd, Ste. 300, provides 
braces for children, teens and adults, 
including clear braces and Invisalign. 
Sleep apnea machines are also available 
to patients. Initial consultations are free. 
281-394-9300. www.medinabraces.com

6  Brickhouse Cardio Club is now 
open at 962 S. Fry Road. The group 
fitness club offers classes, including 
cardio kickboxing, Piloxing, suspension 
body training, Zumba and Sandblast. 
713-865-0767.  
www.brickhousecardio.com

7  Denton-based retailer Sally’s Beauty 
Supply has opened its newest Katy 
location at 24449 I-10, Ste. 200. Sally’s 
supplies professional beauty products to 
cosmetology students and professionals 
as well as the general public. 
281-574-6993. www.sallybeauty.com

8  Venetian Nail Spa at LaCenterra, 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd, Ste. B330, offers 
manicures and pedicures, nail designs, 
skin care, massages, waxing and eyelash 
extensions. 
281-394-5220. www.venetiansalon.com

9  Noah’s of Katy is ready to host events 
at 21402 Merchant’s Way. The venue 
provides setup and takedown of tables, 
chairs and linens for events, including 
weddings, family and business events. 
832-451-7201. www.mynoahs.com

 10  Cane Island Outfitters, at 5815 
Highway Blvd, specializes in firearms 
retail and education. Customers can 
purchase a variety of firearms and 
hunting equipment and take hunting 
and gun safety courses for concealed 
handgun licenses. Hunting and fishing 
licenses are also available. 
832-437-3651.

Now Open

1  Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch 
is now open at 24024 Westheimer 
Parkway. The memory care facility 
provides services and care to patients 
with Alzheimer’s, dementia and memory 
impairment. Full-time, live-in care is 
available for up to 46 residents and short-
term care is also available. 281-392-2050. 

www.autumnleaves.com/communities/
cinco-ranch

2  Crawfish Cafe’s Katy location at 811 
S. Mason Road, Ste. 155 serves  crawfish 
as well as fresh crab, fish and shrimp. 
Dine-in and carry-out are available.  
281-646-9339. www.crawfishcafe.com

3  Parkside Grand Parkway, a gated 

luxury apartment community, is now 
open at 1226 W. Grand Parkway. 
Resident amenities include a private yard 
in select units, dog parks and conference 
and theater rooms. 855.782-1569.  
www.parksidegrandparkway.com

4  Area residents shopping for a new 
home can visit HomePro Mortgage at 
22503 I–10. The full-service mortgage 

IMPACTS
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 www.caneislandoutfitters.com

11  North Houston Vet Specialists 
opened at 19450 I-10, Ste. 200. The clinic 
offers specialty services in surgery and 
internal medicine with a referral from 
a primary veterinarian. The clinic also 
offers 24/7 emergency service without a 
referral. 281-675-6000.  
www.nhvetspecialist.com

12  The Arthritis Clinic of Cypress and 
Katy, located in the Kingsland Medical 
Plaza at 777 S. Fry Road, diagnoses 
and treats a variety of rheumatic and 
connective tissue disorders. Conditions 
treated include arthritis, Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome, and osteoporosis. 
281-712-8360.
arthritisclinicofcypressandkaty.com

Coming Soon

13  Houston-based Bullrito’s opens 
its first Katy location at Katy Ranch 
Crossing, 24441 I-10, Ste. 500. The Tex-
Mex chain allows customers to build 
their own burritos, bowls, tacos, salads 
and nachos. www.bullritos.com
 
14  Houston Gastro Institute opens May 
1 at 777 S. Fry Road, Ste. 206.  The clinic 
evaluates, diagnoses and treats a variety 
of gastroentological conditions with a 
focus on healthy nutrition. Educational 
seminars on healthy nutrition are also 
available. 832-304-2004.

15   Newk’s Eatery is opening a Katy 
location at 20802 I-10. The casual 
restaurant offers salads, sandwiches, 
soups and pizzas made with fresh 
ingredients. Dine-in, carry-out and 
catering are available. Customers can 
also take advantage of Newk’s Grab-N-
Go service, which offers pre-made meals.
 www.newks.com

16  BreWingz Sports Bar and Grill 
opens its newest Katy location at 24445 
I-10 on May 7. Customers can dine on 
hand-crafted wings, burgers, sandwiches 
and wraps. Wing and drink specials are 

available throughout the week. 
www.brewingz.com

17  Area residents having problems 
with their smart phone or tablet can 
take them to Fix My Phone, starting in 
late May, at 24437 I-10, Ste 300. Same-
day service and lifetime warranties are 
offered for repairs performed on smart 
phones, tablets, laptops, computers and 
televisions. 281-858-3349.  
www.fixmyphonerepairs.com

18  Fast casual dining chain Bull Chicks 
is opening a location at Katy Mills Mall, 
1997 Katy Mills Blvd. The menu features 
burgers, wraps, salads and wings. 
www.bullchicks.com

19  Johnny’s Pizza House plans to open 
its Katy location at 24437 I-10, Ste. 100 
in May. The Louisiana-based chain’s 
signature items include the 11-topping 
Sweep the Kitchen pizza and a seasonal 
Sweep the Swamp pizza. Dine-in, carry-
out and delivery are available. 
www.johnnys-pizza.net

Relocations

20  State Farm Insurance Agent Matt 
Schomburg is relocating his office to 
814 East Ave. from the current Fry Road 
location on April 25. Schomburg is the 
biggest State Farm Agent in the Katy 
area, based on the number of customers. 
281-676-3000. www.mattinsuresyou.com

21  Bright Orthodontics is relocating to 
810 S. Mason Road, Ste. 290. Patients will 
be seen at the new location beginning 
April 28. Services include braces, 
Invisalign, retainers and laser treatment. 
281-599-1155. www.brightbraces.com

Anniversaries

22  The Cottage Door celebrated their 
20th anniversary in April. The boutique 
has expanded over the years, but has 
stood at its location at 1001 Ave. B since 
1994. Customers can find popular brands 
including Pandora, Vera Bradley and 

Brighton. 281-391-1222.  
www.thecottagedoor.com

Closed

23  After 7 years, the clothing and 
accessory boutique Get Personal Katy, 
in LaCenterra, is now closed. The 
owners are focusing their efforts on their 
Memorial location at 14525 Memorial 
Drive, Houston.  

In the News

Ogden Hughes, a multifamily housing 
developer, is building a new community 
along Grand Parkway. The 342-unit 
luxury apartment community, The Lakes 
at Bella Terra will be located at the 
southwest corner of Grand Parkway and 
Westpark Tollway. 
The Lakes at Bella Terra will join 
Parkside Grand Parkway, Ogden’s 
previous project along Grand Parkway. 
Construction on the 15-acre complex is 
set to begin on June 1.

Katy Medical Plaza Phase I will be 
leased up by this summer. The building 
will be home to both primary care 
physicians and specialists. Work on 
Phases II and III will begin this summer, 
and be complete in 2015.
The plaza has been recognized by the US 
Green Building Council as a Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design 
Gold Registered building. Green features 
on the 8-acre campus include rooftop 
gardens and a system for collecting and 
recycling rainwater. 

Greenhouse Office Park, located at 
19219 I-10 has leased 67 percent of 
its office space, according to Stream 
Development. They are seeking 
corporate tenants to lease the remaining 
33 percent. 
The office park is set to become 
operational on June 1 and features a 
Starbucks, Potbelly and Smashburger, 
providing convenient access to lunch 
spots for building employees. 

news or questions about Katy? 
e-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth

Cane Island Outfitters, a firearms and hunting re-
tailer opened in April on Highway Blvd. in Old Katy.

10

BreWingz Sports Bar and Grill, with hand-crafted 
wings, plans to open its new Katy location in May.

16

Crawfish Cafe, which serves a variety of seafood, 
opened its Katy location on Mason Road in April. 
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Brickhouse Cardio Club offers a variety of group 
fitness classes at its new studio on Fry Road. 

6

www.PREMIERPTstudio.com | call (281) 394-5562 | We guarantee results!

27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #600 
Katy, TX 

complimentary personal training 
session with Carl which includes:
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Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy-Gaston Rd. 

n

CVS

• discussing goals
• completing initial fitness assessment

• workout for your fitness level
• spa stretch 

• workout plan to implement today!

Life changing results!
Wonderful lifestyle!

Euphoric feeling 
every session!

We Offer

Thank you Katy for making our first year amazing!

Youth Athletic 
Summer Camps, 
Register Now!

Now offering 
Private Pilates!  
Call for details.
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K I N D L E  T H E  S P I R I T  O F
n e w  a d v e n t u r e s

A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D 
P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10 near the expanding Grand  
Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend of urban  

conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Featuring scenic nature trails, a beach-entry pool and  
much more, there’s always a way to enjoy Firethorne.

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  
Award-winning Katy and Lamar school  

districts provide quality education for all ages.

220-618 Apr CommunityImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 4/17/14   10:32 AM

In case you missed it
Stay up to date on the latest stories from impactnews.com

 Sign up to receive our free weekly e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/e-newsletter 

Or grab your phone and 
sign up now
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By Kelli Ainsworth 
The Heritage Grand Home-

owner’s Association is still 
considering a proposal by AT&T 
to build a cell phone tower in 
the neighborhood. The HOA has 
been mulling AT&T’s proposal 
and its potential implications 
since November. 

“We don’t have any decision 
yet,” said Joe Williams, president 
of the Heritage Grand Home 
Owner’s Association.  “We’re 
just trying to iron out some legal 
issues, that’s why there’s nothing 
to report.”

In November, AT&T repre-
sentatives met with the Heritage 
Grand HOA to present plans for a 
proposed cell phone tower in the 
neighborhood. The tower would 
improve cell phone reception not 
only in Heritage Grand but also 
in other nearby Cinco Ranch 

neighborhoods. However, some 
Heritage Grand residents are 
worried that the tower may also 
have a negative effect on the com-
munity. Though the tower would 
be disguised as a pine tree, some 
HOA members voiced concerns 
that it would mar the aesthetics 
of the master-planned develop-
ment and hurt home values at the 
November meeting.

This is not the first time Cinco 
Ranch residents have had to 
weigh the need for adequate 
cell phone reception against the 
desire to maintain their neigh-
borhood’s appearance. AT&T 
proposed placing a tower in Heri-
tage Grand in 2009, but Cinco 
Association rejected the proposal.

Once the HOA has finished 
examining AT&T’s proposal, it 
will make a decision. When a 
decision has been reached, AT&T 

By Kelli Ainsworth 
Washington, D.C.-based 

private-equity company Acon 
Investments, LLC, has pur-
chased Katy’s Igloo Products 
Corporation, known for their 
coolers and ice chests. Con-
necticut-based J.H. Whitney, 
the previous owner of Igloo, 
bought the company in 2008. 
They will maintain a small 
stake in the company. 

“We’ve been talking to 
several different companies 
about investing in Igloo and 
expanding for the last year or 
so,” Igloo marketing specialist 
Katie Davis said. “We wanted 
to have someone else come in 
and revitalize our resources 
and help us expand.”

Presently, Igloo produces 
more than 500 different prod-
ucts and is the No. 1 cooler 
manufacturer in the world. 
Under Acon’s ownership, 

Igloo’s expansion plans include 
developing new products in its 
existing product categories and 
expanding into new categories.

“We are really focused on 
expanding categories,” Davis 
said. “We’re big in outdoors and 
we have a presence in sport-
ing goods, but we’re looking to 
expand our presence in home 
and housewares.” 

The change in company 
ownership has not resulted 
in any personnel changes or 
layoffs, and none are expected, 
Davis said.

Last year, Igloo had a hiring 
push and brought on many new 
employees. Hiring is expected 
to continue or even increase fol-
lowing Acon’s purchase of Igloo, 
Davis said.   

The company also opened its 
new 420,000-square-foot dis-
tribution facility last October at 
28501 Highway Blvd. in Katy.

Goya Foods opens new cannery in Brookshire 

Heritage Grand still weighing 
AT&T tower proposal

Igloo under new ownership

By Kelli Ainsworth 
Goya Foods, producer of a 

variety of Hispanic grocery 
products, including rice, beans 
and condiments, has opened a 
canning facility in Brookshire. 
The new facility will produce 
more than 40 varieties of Goya 
beans. So far, the factory has 
created 100 new jobs in the area, 
said Evelio Fernandez, general 
manager and vice president of 
Goya Foods of Texas. 

Throughout the last four 
years, Goya, the largest His-
panic-owned company in the 
country, has been working with 
the USDA’s MyPlate campaign 
to promote healthy products, 

said Mayte Weitzman, a Goya 
spokeswoman with The W 
Group Public Relations. 

“The main reason it was 
built was to meet the demand 
for healthy product lines,” 
Weitzman said. 

Goya’s new 350,000-square-
foot facility is capable of pro-
ducing 1,000 cans of beans per 
minute. Goya’s Brookshire plant 
is the first Goya plant to be 
built completely from scratch, 
Weitzman said. 

The plant consists of manu-
facturing and distribution 
facilities, administrative offices 
and a quality assurance lab. 
Goya’s staff inspects their 

products several times a day to 
ensure the beans made shipped 
from the facility have the right 
taste and appearance.

Goya selected Brookshire as the 
location for this cannery because 
it offers convenient rail and 
highway access for moving this 
massive inventory throughout the 
west and southwest United States.

“The land was a perfect fit for 
Goya,” Weitzman said. “It’s a 
hub for Goya’s distribution to the 
west. We call it Goya’s gateway to 
the west.”

In addition to its market in 
the west, Goya is focusing on 
distributing its products to those 
in need in the surrounding area. 
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Goya opened its 350,000 square-foot cannery and distribution facility in March.

In honor of its grand opening, 
Goya donated 5,000 pounds of 
food to local food banks. In 2011, 
in honor of their 75th anniver-
sary, Goya donated a million 
pounds of food in a single day to 
nonprofits in the United States, 

including Puerto Rico. The 
company also works with area 
churches, nonprofits and food 
banks on a continuous basis. 

“We donate hundreds of 
thousands of pounds every year,” 
Fernandez said. 
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Heritage Grand and AT&T are still nego-
tiating a deal on a proposed cell tower.

and the HOA will meet again.
“Once the agreement has been 

fully reviewed by the committee, 
the next step will be scheduling 
a follow-up meeting with the 
HOA,” said Lisa Glass, spokes-
person for AT&T Texas. “As 
this effort is still in the planning 
states, a time frame for this proj-
ect is yet to be determined.”

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes 
China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore  

Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger Loila 
Maximal Art • Lenny & Eva 

Marianna Jewelry • Waxing Poetic 
Consuela • Department 56

Mother’s Day is 
May 11th

Ears to you! 

Starts April 25th through Mother’s Day. 

Pandora Mother’s Day 2014 
Forever in my Heart

Forever in my Heart 
Gi�  Set - $200. 
One Sterling Silver clasp 
bracelet, one “mother’s 
heart” charm and two 
clear “cosmic stars” clips 
in a porcelain box
(retail value of $250)

Limited Edition 
Pandora “Vintage 
Heart” charm*
*While supplies last. See 
store for details.

Limited Edition 
Pandora “Circle of 
Love” bangle*
*While supplies last. See 
store for details.

Purchase any Brighton necklace & bracelet and you can choose any pair of Brighton earrings 
*FREE! *Free earrings must be of EQUAL of LESSER VALUE to the highest priced item purchased. 
Limited to stock on hand. Charm jewelry excluded. Necklace & Bracelet must be purchased in the 
same transaction. (Prior purchases excluded.) 
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Raintree Village
From the $160s to $200s

Churchill Farms
From the $210s to $500s

Now available at Community Name That is Long in City Name, ST

New homes from $xxx,xxx

Entertainer’s Kitchen Library
His & Hers Master Bath

Office Loft

Guest Room
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Extra Bath

A  B E A Z E R  H O M E S  E X C L U S I V E  O F F E R I N G The choice 
is yours 
at no 
added 
cost.

choice_v3_front.indd   1 1/7/14   3:52 PM

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home  
Counselor for complete details.  © 2014 Beazer Homes.  4/14  116211 

Transform your floorplan with Beazer  
Choice Plans—at no additional cost!NEW

Get more out of your home
beazer.com  •  281-850-8628

New Homes in West Houston  •  From the $160s to $500s

The Art of Outdoor Living

832.829.5829
Call Today to Schedule a Free Design Consultation 

or visit www.traditionoutdoorliving.com

Patio Covers • Outdoor Kitchens 
Fire Features • Pergolas •Screen Rooms

Architectural 3D Designs
Hardscapes/Decorative Concrete 

Sun Rooms • Room Additions 
Fully Insured

Before After

Owned and Operated by Residents of Katy, TX
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Members of Katy ISD’s citizen bond committee met for the second time April 16. The committee has 14 scheduled meetings 
that provide information and allow for discussion in preparation for a July 21 recommendation to the board of trustees. 

kATy ISD— True to form, the 
district began its series of 14 
scheduled citizen bond com-
mittee meetings by sending the 
200-person committee to bond 
school April 3 and April 16 at 
the district’s Education Support 
Complex. The meetings are an 
effort to enlist input from the 
citizen committee, meant to 
represent the diverse interests 
in the district, on a potential 
bond election in November 
2014.

“It was a great turnout,” Katy 
ISD spokeswoman Denisse 
Cantu said. “There were over 
200 people in attendance, 
including some observers.”

The “core committee” 
consists of 100 residents. An 
additional 100 alternates were 
selected and have been attend-
ing the meetings, filling in for 
absent members of the core 
group and periodically par-
ticipating in discussions. Both 
groups were selected in March 
from more than 600 applicants. 

The citizen committee mem-
bers were chosen by a group 
of board members and district 
administrators.

District organizers tried to 
select a group that represented 
a wide swath of the community, 
including people who live in 
Katy but have no children, retir-
ees, a variety of parents with 
students in the district, business 
owners, and a diverse group of 
other stakeholders, Cantu said. 

Committee members were 
divvied up April 3 into groups 
and presented with information 
about growth in the district, 
previous bonds, the bond pro-
cess and tax rates.

Their education continued 
April 16, as the committee 
members received presentations 
from  the district’s financial 
staff; Clarence Grier, a bond 
and tax expert; Pat Guseman, 
the district’s contracted demog-
rapher; Katy Economic Devel-
opment Council CEO Lance 
LaCour; and Lisa Kassman, the 

district’s construction project 
manager. 

Committee facilitator 
Michelle Hughes told the group 
that the first several meetings 
would include similar infor-
mational presentations before 
shifting into a much more 
interactive process of helping 
to shape the size of the bond 
proposal and the specific needs 
it is intended to address. 

The committee is expected 
to deliver a recommendation to 
the school board July 21 about 
whether the district needs to 
call a bond election, how much 
money to ask for, and what 
projects might be included.

The public may attend the 
meetings to listen and observe. 
All meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. 
in room 1200 of the  Katy ISD 
Educational Support Complex, 
at 6301 S. Stadium Lane. 

EDUCATION NOTES
News from Katy ISD Compiled by Nick Cenegy

Katy ISD hosts first pair of bond committee meetings

District creates committee to drive 
toward transportation solutions
kATy  ISD—A group of Katy 
ISD officials, staff members and 
concerned parents have been 
meeting since January in an effort 
to develop solutions to the dis-
trict’s transportation challenges.  

“The Transportation Commit-
tee was formed to gain input from 
various stakeholders to consider 
various options for a transporta-
tion model,” Katy ISD spokes-
woman Denisse Cantu said. 

The 20-member commit-
tee includes members from 
multiple school campuses and 
departments as well as parents, 
she said.  

“So far the committee has met 
twice, and the main topics of 
discussion involve consideration 
of a multi-bell schedule, various 
walking distances, and the hir-
ing and retention of drivers.”

 In recent months, parents 
have addressed the board of 
trustees in their public com-
ments period to speak out in 
favor of redesigning the guide-
lines set out by the board for the 
2012-13 school year. By those 
parameters, bus service is only 
available to elementary students 
who live outside a half-mile 
radius of their campus, and 
high school students who live 
outside of a one-mile radius. 

KISD’s Assistant Superinten-
dant for Support Services Mike 

Robinson presented an update 
on the transportation situation 
at the board’s March 17 work-
study session. 

In it he described six possible 
scenarios that the district could 
employ that would modify bus 
service either by a student’s prox-
imity to campus or by staggering 
the bell system at across various 
parts of the district. 

One key factor that parents 
have brought up in public com-
ments, in regard to the proxim-
ity measurement, is whether the 
measurement from campus is 
made by drawing a circle on a 
map or through a turn-by-turn 
calculation.

According to discussions at 
the March 17 meeting and prior, 
all of the calculations are being 
made against the backdrop of a 
widespread shortage of qualified 
bus drivers.  

Because of the complexity of 
the issue, the district has initi-
ated a survey in addition to the 
20-person committee. 

“It was decided that addi-
tional input from the commu-
nity was necessary through a 
survey,” Cantu said. “Once that 
is completed, the committee 
will reconvene in an attempt to 
consider all input and develop a 
model that we think is the least 
disruptive and sustainable.”

Katy ISD Board of Trustees 
6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy
281-396-6000 • www.katyisd.org
April 28
Meetings are typically the third or fourth Monday of the month at 
6:30 p.m.

Meetings

Upcoming meetings:
April 30, May 8, May 15, May 29

Dr. Mary Sue Harrison, Au.D. 
& Patricia Listi MCD, CCC-A

Diagnostic & Hearing aid services

FREE HEARING 
SCREENINGS 

Call for your appointment today

281.578.7500
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Suite 105 Katy,  TX 77450 • 281.578.7500 • www.tohear.com
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Kingsland Blvd.

                                                  S. M
ason Rd.

 
                  W

estgreen Blvd.

™
Family owned since 1986

Providing professional hearing 
healthcare services designed to 

increase our clients' quality of life.

Lifestyle Focused Hearing Aid 
Consultation



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com10  news

Cane Island Parkway construction, 
I-10 overpass moving forward

Officials cut ribbon to mark opening 
of Grand Parkway Segment D 

By Kelli Ainsworth
Work on the Cane Island Parkway 

overpass is progressing on schedule, 
while work on the portion of the park-
way itself, that will connect Hwy 90 to 
the overpass, is ahead of schedule, Katy’s 
City Administrator Byron Hebert said.

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion awarded the contract for the Cane 
Island overpass to Parkside Capital 
Investments in late February. Once 
TxDOT has received the necessary 
paperwork from Parkside, construc-
tion on the overpass will begin. Though 
the city of Katy estimates it will be two 
months before any work on the overpass 
takes place, the project is on schedule.

Once construction is underway, work 
on the overpass will take place in three 
phases. The city of Katy, Parkside Capital 

By John Rigg
Fort Bend County officials and com-

munity members gathered April 11 for 
a ribbon cutting ceremony celebrating 
the opening of Grand Parkway Segment 
D—a project several years in the making.

“It is always a great day when you can 
celebrate the opening of a new facility 
that will truly address mobility conges-
tion in this area,” said Mike Alford, 
Houston district engineer with the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 

Segment D, which stretches from Hwy. 
59 in Sugar Land north to I-10, consists 
of two main lanes in each direction, 
nine overpasses and seven toll plazas. 
Completion of the overpass at FM 1093 
is the final step in the completion of 
Segment D. The southbound lanes at the 
interchange opened to traffic April 12, 
and the northbound lanes opened April 
15. Once completed, motorists traveling 
in either direction will be able to drive 
the corridor in about 15 minutes for 
$2.45, according to the Grand Parkway 
Association.

“There are a lot of people who had a 
hand in making this project come to 
fruition,” Fort Bend County Judge Rob-
ert Hebert said. “Very shortly [motorists] 
will be able to run all the way around 
Houston from Hwy. 59 north to Hwy. 59 
south. That is a very necessary improve-
ment in traffic flow. There will be no 
[traffic] lights all the way around.”

New development has been sprouting 
up throughout Houston as the Grand 
Parkway corridor continues to develop, 
and much more is expected, said Keri 
Schmidt, president of the Fort Bend 
Chamber of Commerce.

“In less than five years, this entire cor-
ridor will be completely different,” she 
said.

Converting Segment D to a toll road 
cost about $147 million in construction. 
The road’s overpasses allow motorists to 
avoid traffic lights by paying tolls. The 

TRANSPORTATION

and TxDOT are sharing the $7 million 
cost of building the overpass. Although 
Katy’s portion is $1 million, the city con-
siders it a worthwhile investment.

“We do want to reiterate how benefi-
cial it will be for our city to have a new 
overpass,” Hebert said.

Meanwhile, construction on Cane 
Island Parkway from Hwy. 90 to the 
overpass is already taking place, and it 
should be completed in approximately 
three months. Construction on this por-
tion of the parkway is ahead of schedule. 

“The city started the parkway before 
the overpass,” Hebert said. “We wanted 
to be up and running before the overpass 
was started.” 

Fort Bend County will be responsible 
for extending Cane Island Parkway south 
of the overpass.

toll road is limited to drivers with a state-
issued toll tag, but the frontage roads 
have remained accessible to all traffic at 
no cost.

Segment D of the Grand Parkway 
first opened to traffic in 1994. Several 
other segments of the toll road have been 
recently completed, are under construc-
tion or are being designed. Once com-
pleted, the Grand Parkway will traverse 
seven counties over more than 185 miles.

Segment E, which stretches from I-10 
north to Hwy. 290 in Cy–Fair, opened in 
late 2013. 

The parkway was conceived in the 
1960s, but construction did not begin on 
the three northern segments until mid-
2013. TxDOT signed an agreement in 
2012 with developer Zachry-Odebrecht 
Parkway Builders to construct segments 
F-1, F-2 and G, which will connect Hwy. 
290 to Hwy. 59, simultaneously for 
approximately $1 billion. 

TxDOT has assumed responsibility for 
all segments except for Segment D, which 
is still managed by Fort Bend County. 
The county—in partnership with the 
Grand Parkway Association and the Fort 
Bend Grand Parkway Toll Road Author-
ity—is helping design Segment C, which 
will connect Hwy. 59 in Sugar Land to 
Hwy. 288 to the east and the Fort Bend 
Parkway Toll Road in Missouri City.
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Work on the Cane Island Parkway between Hwy. 90 and I-10 is progressing ahead of schedule. Crews 
are expected to begin construction on a $7 million overpass crossing I-10 in the next two months.  
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Officials met April 11 for a ribbon cutting cer-
emony for the Grand Parkway Segment D. 

Phase 1 will address storm water 
management and erosion control around 
the overpass. Phase 2 will establish safety 
parameters and clear the way for the path 
of work. After these two initial phases of 
construction are complete, the further work 
on the overpass will begin. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

713.985.0210
EXTENSION 117 OR 152

WWW . S B A  S K I N C A R E . C O M / S K I N  R E S E A R C H

VIEW BOOK TRAILER AT:
www.ANationUnderJudgment.com

ARE WE STILL ONE NATION UNDER

JUDGE FOR YOURSELF
GOD?
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House District 132 candidates knocking 
on doors, rallying support for runoff

By Nick Cenegy
Republicans Mike Schofield and Ann 

Hodge are headed back to the polls May 
27 for a runoff election to fill the open 
seat for Texas House District 132.

In the March primary election Scho-
field finished with a significant lead, 
garnering 44.61 percent of the vote, but 
needed more than 50 percent to win the 
election outright. 

Hodge finished with 19.48 percent, 
narrowly edging out Michael Franks 
with 18.22 percent and Justin D. Perry-
man with 17.69 percent. The difference 
between Hodge and the fourth-place 
candidate, Perryman, was just 119 votes.

“I think we have launched a significant 
ground-game of outreach,” Hodge said. 

She and her volunteers are walking 
neighborhoods, mailing and emailing 
potential voters and attending commu-
nity events, she said.

The winner of the runoff will face off 
against Democrat Luis Lopez in Novem-
ber. Lopez ran unopposed in the Demo-
cratic Primary.

Schofield previously served in the 
office of Gov. Rick Perry as an attorney 
and advisor. He has previously cited his 
top two priorities as limiting state gov-
ernment while fighting against excessive 
regulation and border control.

Hodge, president and CEO of the Katy 
Area Chamber of Commerce, said her 
priorities as representative would be sup-
porting wise infrastructure investments 
and improving education. She expressed 
gratitude for the voters that gave her the 
chance to compete in the runoff.

District 132—which covers the western 
part of Harris County between Barker 
Cypress Road and the Waller County 
line, including parts of Katy and Cy-
Fair—is held by Rep. Bill Callegari, who 
is retiring. 

Callegari, first elected in 2000, served 
as the state representative in District 132 
for seven terms before announcing his 
retirement in September. 

Hodge said that in her conversations 

ELECTION

with people in the district she is finding 
that many people did not know that Cal-
legari had decided not to seek re-election. 
For those who did, a four-candidate 
primary was a lot to keep track of.   

“Frankly I think there were a lot of 
voters who were overwhelmed by it,” she 
said. “The good part about the runoff is 
that there are only two candidates.”

A total of 7.89 percent of eligible 
Republican voters in the area par-
ticipated in the primary. In the 2010 
primary, the last primary race in a non-
presidential year, about 8.49 percent of 
registered Republicans participated.

Several candidates in the lead up to the 
primary race commented on the strati-
fication and increasing diversity of the 
district stemming from recent residential 
developments, such as Bridgeland. 

“I think because it is larger and more 
spread out than it once was it is a chal-
lenge to help the voters understand where 
the lines are,” Hodge said. “The people 
who have lived here a long time think 
that everything is the same.” 

Redistricting efforts from the Texas 
Legislature have also caused some confu-
sion. Some voters who have voted for a 
long time for a particular candidate, in a 
particular district, did not find that can-
didate’s name on the ballot, Hodge said.

“I share the voters concern,” she said. 
“Election Day I was getting calls from 
supporters who thought they were in the 
district but didn’t see my name.”

Calls and emails to Mike Schofield’s 
campaign were not returned by press 
time.  

Ann Hodge, Katy Area Chamber of Commerce CEO Mike Schofield, advisor to Rick Perry and attorney

They don’t learn everything they need to know 
in school. So come in to Wells Fargo together, 
and we’ll show your family how our products, 
services, and resources just for parents and teens 
may help get them off to a great start financially.

Join us for Teen Financial Education Day
Saturday, April 26, 2014, at your nearest  
Wells Fargo location to learn more.

© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1181108_11475)

Made the honor roll
Lettered in track
Not so sure how interest works
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Talia Trails
From the $600s – 281 759 8500
Luxury Patio Homes

Cinco Ranch
Sagewood – From the $500s
Ironwood Estates – From the $700s
281 392 8255

Cross Creek Ranch
Heron Lakes – From the $600s
The Lakes at Cross Creek Ranch –
From the $700s
713 452 1350

BUILD ON YOUR LOT
From the $400s without lot
GREATER HOUSTON – 281 356 5339

1

2

3

PARTNERS IN BUILDING has always been a part of Houston’s growth to 
the west, and offers five neighborhoods in three distinctive communities. 

Talia Trails is a luxury, patio home community in close proximity to the Energy 
Corridor. It is a great option for a low-maintenance lifestyle that’s a little closer 
to the heart of the city. We also have two neighborhoods in Cinco Ranch, and 
two neighborhoods in Cross Creek Ranch. Both of these communities are 
in the Katy ISD, and offer the renowned schools that helped fuel the growth 
in this sector of the city.  PARTNERS IN BUILDING is your go-to luxury 
builder throughout the west part of town.

1
23 1093

LUXURY. CUSTOM. WEST HOUSTON. 
WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

VISIT US TODAY 
AND WE’LL PAY 
FOR THE GAS.
Receive a $25 Gas Card when you 
mention this ad on your first visit 
to any of our Sales Counselors.
1 card per customer.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

NEW
HOME

PLANT YOURSELF IN A

THIS SPRING!

Make Your Dreams Come Alive 
This Spring With TDECU Mortgage!
It’s the perfect season for a fresh start. And, the 
experts at TDECU Mortgage make the home-buying 
process easy and stress-free. Whether you’re 
purchasing, refinancing or improving your existing 
home, you’ll receive the best rates available at 
TDECU Mortgage! 

WE OFFER:

 • Fast approvals & on-time closings
 • A variety of loan options
 • $250 Rate Match Plus Promise*
 • No Fee Rate Guarantee*
 • Up to 95% financing with no PMI**

Loan application and credit approval required. *Certain loan terms and conditions may apply. **95% 
financing with no private mortgage insurance (PMI) available on certain loans. Federally insured by NCUA. 
Visit TDECU.org/mortgage for complete mortgage loan requirements.   0314-A7236-N

800.839.1154 x4614   |   TDECU.org/mortgage

DON’T WAIT! SPRING FORWARD TO
GET PRE-APPROVED TODAY.

ANNA VEGA
MORTGAGE LOAN OFFICER

NMLS-1079976

7236.01 Q2 2014 Mortgage Ad 4_9167x12_25 v03.indd   1 3/28/14   11:26 AM
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FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

Cy-Fair and Katy area developments 
recognized by West Houston Association
By Shawn Arrajj

The West Houston Association named 
its 2014 Quality Planned Developments 
on March 27, which included several 
projects in the Katy area as well as Cy-Fair 
master-planned community Towne Lake.

The annual ceremony is meant to call 
attention to developers for producing 
innovating neighborhoods and work 
spaces while encouraging a high stan-
dard for future developments, said Perri 
D’Armond, president and CEO of the 
West Houston Association. Projects must 
meet a stringent set of standards related 
to park space, sidewalks, landscaping and 
signage control.

“This area is expected to have 2.8 mil-
lion residents and an employment base 
of 1 million by 2050,” D’Armond said. 
“We want the development supporting 
that growth to be superior, sustainable 
projects.”

Towne Lake was recognized for excep-
tional amenities—including parks, trails, 
and a 300-acre recreational lake—as well 

as up-and-coming developments, includ-
ing a boardwalk, marina and amphithe-
ater. Commercial developments from 
Parkside Capital and Wolff Companies 
were acknowledged for their effectiveness 
in attracting employers and a well-edu-
cated workforce to the area.

“We try to be good stewards and leave 
something that really is a legacy for the 
community,” Parkside Capital CEO John 
Moody said. “We want something where, 
10 years from now, we can drive by and be 
proud of it, and it’s still providing valuable 
service.”

The quality of the honorees is a testa-
ment to the free market system, said Peter 
Houghton, chairman of the West Houston 
Association and vice president of master-
planned communities with the Howard 
Hughes Corporation.

“We don’t have a public entity forc-
ing us to develop to these standards,” he 
said. “We generally do this because this 
is what the marketplace demands. We’re 
sharing these same principals with other 

developers hoping they’ll raise the bar for 
everyone living in west Houston.”

This is the second year the West Hous-
ton Association has recognized quality 
developments. Last year, seven develop-
ments were recognized, including Bridge-
land, Cinco Ranch and The Vintage.

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from  
3/14/14–4/14/14

1  Mason Road Chick-fil-A to be torn 
down, rebuilt

2  Walmart to build supercenter on  
FM 1463

3  Katy area Costco to open Feb. 6 

4  Remaining sections of Grand Parkway 
Segment D set to open by end of year

5  Torchy’s Tacos coming to LaCenterra 
this summer

By Nick Cenegy
Plans are in the works to completely 

tear down and rebuild the Chick-fil-A res-
taurant at 369 S. Mason Road during the 
summer. The location, which was built in 
1995, simply is not large enough to handle 
the number of patrons, franchise operator 
Rusty Wiley said.

“We have far outgrown our current 
facility due to the growth in the Katy 
area and our loyal guests,” Wiley said. 
“We are reinvesting heavily at our Mason 
Road location to accommodate guests’ 
needs and the heavy traffic in and around 
the restaurant. It is our intention to have 
a facility that can handle not only our 

current business, but our future growth.” 
When the new building is complete, it 

will accommodate about 40 percent more 
seating in the dining room. Perhaps most 
importantly, however, it will allow for a 
kitchen configuration that will make it 
possible for the staff to prepare a higher 
volume of food, he said.

Crews will tear down the building 
May 1 and build the new store over the 
summer.

Colby said they expect to reopen some-
time in the beginning of September.

Meantime, many of the approximately 
70 employees will be moved to other 
Chick-fil-A locations in Cinco Ranch, 

Katy Mills and Cypress.
The increased space will also allow the 

restaurant to increase its outreach and 
charitable presence.

“We want to be an indispensable bless-
ing to our community,” Wiley said. 

Mason Road Chick-fil-A to be torn down, rebuilt
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Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty 

subscribe to our e-newsletter at

impactnews.com/e-newsletter

A total of six developments—both commer-
cial and residential—were recognized at a 
cocktail reception at the Houston Marriott 
Westchase:

•	Mason Creek Corporate, Parkside Capital
•	West Ten Business Park, Parkside Capital
•	Aliana, Aliana Development Company
•	Towne Lake, Caldwell Companies
•	Ten oaks, Wolff Companies
•	Westway Park, Wolff Companies

           READER FEEDBACK
In response to “Mason Road Chick-fil-A to 
be torn down, rebuilt” (April 2, 2014) 

“I had hoped that they would 
build a second location in Cinco 
rather than expanding the existing 

restaurant. Closing during summer will be 
inconvenient, since it is the only fast food 
that I really let my kids eat, but maybe it 
will wean us of the habit.”

—Angela Caine Kunkel

“Nooo”
—Andy Phillips

“Chick-fil-A knows how to run a 
business ...period!”

–Troy Kelley 

“I am going to go nuts”
 –Karrie Fleisher

A rendering of the expanded restaurant slated to 
replace the current location as early as September.
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Same Day 
Appointments

available

ARTHRITIS CLINIC OF CYPRESS AND KATY

777 S. Fry Road #103 Katy, TX 77450  |  281.712.8360  |  arthritisclinicofcypressandkaty.com

• Arthritis
• Osteoporosis
• Back and shoulder pain
• Fibromyalgia
• Joint stiffness and joint pain
• Systemic lupus erythematosus
• Gout

• Infl ammatory muscle disease
• Ankylosing spondylitis
• Vasculitis
• Various soft 

tissue rheumatic 
disorders

New Rheumatology Practice in Katy

Alternate Saturday Morning 
Appointments Available!

Dr. Seema Malani, MD
 Board Certifi ed Rheumatologist.

Member of ACR 
(American College of Rheumatology)

We see conditions including

ARTH
New R

New Patient Consultations
Joint Injections

Ultrasound guided Injections
Infusion Services

We accept all major insurance including Medicare & Medicaid



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com14  FeATuRes

billiardfactory.com

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, tX 77477
281-494-4567

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  auStin • dallaS • HouSton • San antonio

sigtheater.com

Home Theater Seating from $2000.

Complete Home Theater Packages from $8000.

3
1 Peter 3:15

June 1
6-20

9am-noon

Free
 Admiss

ion

FOR KIDS ENTERING KINDERGARTEN-6TH GRADE

REGISTER ONLINE AT KINGSLAND.ORG

FIND OUT MORE AT KINGSLAND.ORG/VACATIONBIBLESCHOOL

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch
23923 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 
Katy, Texas 77494
713-486-5300

FREE SCREENINGS INCLUDE:

A1C
   blood sugar average

Cholesterol
   Total Cholesterol
   LDL
   HDL
   Triglycerides
   Ratio

Blood Pressure

Carotid Artery Ultrasound to 
check for blocked arteries

Bone Density
Only for Ages 55 and up
*8 hours of fasting recommended for 
Cholesterol screen

UT Physicians at Cinco Ranch is offering 
Free Wellness Screenings 

For New Patients

You must have an appointment to participate.
To schedule, please call 713-486-5300

Appointments are limited. 

Thursday, May 15, 2014
8am - 12pm 

Adults 18-55 years of age

Thursday, May 22, 2014
8am-12pm

Adults 55 years and older
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02 Spring Art Gallery
Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center displays 

student art work created during the Spring 2014 semester 
Works on display include sculptures, paintings and drawings 
by artists age 5–13. 6:30-8 p.m. Free. KVPAC West oaks Mall 
location, 2600 Highway 6 S., Ste. 504, Houston. 281-829-
ARTS. www.kvpac.com

04 The Little mermaid, Jr
Katy’s Spotlight Acting Academy, a children’s 

musical theatre school, presents The Little Mermaid, Jr. The 
show is adapted from the 2008 Broadway production of 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid. 2 p.m. Free, The Central Green 
at LaCenterra, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 823-917-9864. www.
spotlightactingacademy.com

07 Annual Teachers Appreciation Luncheon
As the school year draws to a close, The Katy 

Area Chamber of Commerce holds its Annual Teachers 
Appreciation Luncheon. The luncheon features networking 
opportunities, a speech by Stan Stanley and recognizes Katy’s 
Teachers of the Year. 11: a.m. $30 (chamber members), $40 
(non-chamber members). Sponsorship packages available. 
The Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane. 281-391-5289. 
www.katychamber.com 

10 Wild West brew Fest
The Katy Rotary Club sponsors its annual Wild West 

Brew Fest, benefiting several Katy area nonprofits. Attendees 
can sample beers from more than 25 craft brewers, and listen 
to music by Horizon and Kaos. Brewers and restaurants take 
part in competitions for best bites and best brews. 2.-7 p.m.. 
$25 (general admission), $60 (ViP) Villagio Town Center, 22756 
Westheimer Parkway. www.katybrewfest.com

17 4th Annual make a Splash
Katy Aquatics and Texas Children’s Hospital West 

host the 4th annual Make a Splash event. A CPR station 
hosted by the American Red Cross, a demonstration on 
proper life jacket use by the US Army Corps and free 
swimming lessons and stroke clinics help families learn 
about water safety in an interactive way. other vendors 
and organizations promoting health, fitness and nutrition 
are on-site. Free food is provided by Lone Star Provisions. 

10 a.m.–2 p.m.. Free. Cinco Ranch High School 
natatorium, 23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 281-391-7200. 
www.katyaquatics.org

24 Cinco Ranch Rotary Camo 5k
Cinco Ranch Rotary hosts a 5K run and 1-mile walk 

benefitting Team Red, White and Blue and Special Buddies. 
Participants are encouraged to wear camo. Free food and 
drinks are available after the race. 8 a.m. (5K), 8:05 (1-mile 
walk). $33 (5K pre-registration), $40 (5K race day registration), 
$20 (1-mile walk). Villagio Town Center, corner of Westheimer 
Parkway and Peek Road, Katy. http://crrcamo5k.com

April

25 through 26 
katy Jazz Festival

Katy iSD hosts the annual Katy Jazz Festival. Student and 
professional jazz musicians perform during the day on Friday 
and Saturday, with feature concerts in the evenings. Art from 
the Katy FotoFest is on display. 3-10 p.m. (Friday), 9 a.m.-10 
p.m. (Saturday). Daily tickets, feature tickets and bundles are 
available. Katy High School, 6331 Highway Blvd.  281-396-
2270.                                        www.katyjazzfestival.com

26 katy Sip n’ Stroll
Area residents can sample food, beer and wine 

at Katy Sip ‘n Stroll, benefitting The Ballard House. The 
Robert Hartye Band performs live. Samples from restaurants 
including 3 olives, Hasta La Pasta, Pollo Bravo and nirvana 
are available. Food can be paired with wine from vendors, 
including Fall Creek and Becker Vineyards, and beer from 
local breweries, including no Label and Saint Arnold’s. 5–8 
p.m. $35 (General Admission), $65 (ViP). Villagio Town Center, 
22764 Westheimer Parkway. 713-557-5732.  
www.sipandstroll.com

26 healthy kids Day
Families participate in the YMCA Healthy Kids 

Day, sponsored by Southwest Airlines and Texas Children’s 
Pediatric. Activities include fitness demonstrations, games, 
a moon walk and face painting. Parents and kids can learn 
about summer activities from informational booths on-site. 
10 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. Katy Family YMCA, 22807 Westheimer 
Parkway. 281-392-5055. www.ymcahouston.org/katy

May

01 Patos de mayo Crawfish boil
Katy-Brookshire Ducks Unlimited hosts a crawfish 

boil to benefit Ducks Unlimited’s mission of wetland 
conservation. Attendees can take part in live and silent 
auctions, raffles and games. 6–10 p.m. $40 (adults), $15 (17 
and under). The Cotton Ranch, 5443 Katy Hockley Cut-off 
Road. 713-858-7669. www.ducks.org/texas

02 Relay For Life of katy
The American Cancer Society Relay for life raises 

money to research and fight cancer, celebrates those who 
have survived cancer, and honors those who have not. 
Participants can take part in the relay and enjoy live music 
by 80 Proof. The relay includes a survivors lap to recognize 
cancer survivors, a lap honoring caregivers and a luminaria 
ceremony to remember those who have been lost to cancer. 
7p.m. Katy Park, 24927 Morton Road. 713-706-5652.  
www.relayforlife.org

CALENDAR
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Compiled by Kelli Ainsworth

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the first Friday of  
the month.

online Calendar
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through may 4
Crawfish Festival 
old Town Spring hosts its annual Crawfish 

Festival weekends April 25 through May 4, featuring live 
music and trays of boiled crawfish. 6 p.m.—midnight 
(April 25, May 2), noon—midnight (April 26, May 3) and 
noon—8 p.m. (April 27, May 4). 427 Gentry, Spring. $10 
(April 25 and May 2), $13 (online), $15 (at the gate), free 
(ages 12 and under). www.oldtownspring.com

A P R

25

281.517.8710
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Katy area events

RECENT hIGhLIGhTS

Compiled by Nick Cenegy
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Berkshire Hathaway CEO Warren Buffett, Gov. Rick Perry and GEICO CEO Tony Nicely addressed a crowd 
of employees and dignitaries April 3 at a grand opening celebration at Geico’s Katy claim center.
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Christ Clinic of Katy hosted its interactive chalk art show March 29 at LaCenterra’s Central Green. 
Residents watched artists create several giant original art pieces on the sidewalk, to be auctioned off.  
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Riders competed March 29 in the $30,000 Walter Oil and Gas Grand Prix at the 69th annual Pin Oak 
Charity Horse Show. The show at the Great Southwest Equestrian Center ran from March 19–30. 

Members of the Cane Island Volunteers set up camp at the Katy ISD Folk Life Festival on April 4. The 
event, at the district’s Outdoor Learning Center, shows visitors what life was like in the pioneer days.

FREEDOM
FROM

 JOINT
 PAIN
Stop suffering  
from joint pain.
Staying active is key to staying healthy. That’s why at 
Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital, affiliated joint 
specialists use the most advanced treatments to get  
you moving again. From new prescription options  
and physical therapy to minimally invasive surgical 
interventions, our affiliated physicians will put you  
on the path to the life you want to live.

Call 713.222.CARE (2273) or visit  
memorialhermann.org/katy  
to learn more.

A D V A N C I N G  H E A L T H
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The Bookworm Shop

    
     

                 Westheimer Pkwy

    P
eek R

d

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 S

 M
as

on
 R

d

Owner Sandi Petty started the new and used book shop after retiring from 20-years with Katy ISD. 

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

n
ic

k 
C

en
eg

y

The Bookworm Shop
Retired educator starts new chapter 

In many ways, The Bookworm Shop is 
every retired educator’s dream. Owner 
Sandi Petty, who opened the store six 
years ago after retiring from Katy ISD, 
now has an excuse to collect the books 
she loves and, meanwhile, helps connect 
customers and the students she tutors, 
with the written word. 

“I loved being a teacher, and I knew I 
could only retire if I found something 
that I loved to do just as much,” Petty 
said. 

The shop, located in the Villagio Town 
Center on Westheimer Parkway, is large 
enough to carry a healthy stock of titles 
that rotates frequently, largely by patrons 
who bring in their books to sell or trade. 
Yet the antique red couch and other 
sitting areas give the intimacy every 
bookstore needs.  

“My husband encouraged me to delve 
into this passion for reading by opening 
a shop as I had always dreamed about 
but never had the right time for, and it 
went from there,” Petty said.  

Like many longtime teachers, Petty’s 
retirement from the classroom does not 
mean a retirement from educating. She 
tutors students in kindergarten through 
fifth grade in the afternoons during the 
school year and during the day in the 
summer. In doing so, she is able to pull 
from her experience as a reading special-
ist in utilizing certain assessments and 
educational strategies.

“I try to take them as far as I can,” 
Petty said. “Reading is an important 
skill and can be a lifelong passion, and 
I love helping them develop into little 
bookworms.” 

In her work tutoring young readers, 
she said that her best advice to them is 
something she would actually tell any-
one who came to the shop. 

“The store’s motto is ‘reading lasts a 
lifetime,’” Petty said. “Reading is the 

most important thing you can learn to 
do because without it, you really can’t 
learn any other subject. It is not only a 
survival skill but also one of the greatest 
forms of pleasure.”

The shop carries books for adults and 
children, non-fiction and fiction alike. 
Petty’s favorite is the historical section, 
particularly historical fiction about the 
Civil War era. Some of the books in the 
inventory are brand new, including new 
releases and special series. About 90 
percent of the books are used and were 
bought from patrons or traded for store 
credit. 

Whatever customers come in search-
ing for though, Petty said the shop is 
‘hidden treasure.’ Visitors never know 
what titles they may find hiding among 
the stacks. 

The shop also hosts author talks, book 
signings, two book clubs, preschool story 
hour and participates in World Book 
Night, a program that helps get books 
into the hands of people who might 
not have access to reading resources. 
The outreach efforts lend an additional 
dimension to the work for Petty and her 
team of five who she describes as “avid 
readers.” 

 “I have a fantastic staff and they are 
all absolutely and completely dedicated 
to helping people continue and develop 
an interest and passion for reading,” 
Petty said. 

This sentiment is echoed in the bronze 
statue in one of the shop’s entryways. 
Two children, a little girl and a little boy 
who is a few years younger, are sitting on 
a bench reading a book.  Petty found the 
statue in an antiques store. All the little 
kids that come into the shop love to sit 
down next to it, she said. 

“I just love that it looks like he is read-
ing to her and she’s listening and coach-
ing him,” Petty said. 

BUSINESS

22764 Westheimer Parkway
Katy • 281-693-7323
www.bookwormshop.net

Tutoring
Petty, who has a background as a reading 
specialist, also offers tutoring in reading skills 
for elementary age students as well as reading 
readiness for pre-schoolers. 

The shop offers a combination of store credit 
and cash to customers who bring in used books.

The iconic statue at the store’s entrance per-
sonified what Petty had in mind for her shop.

The inventory includes titles that cover most ma-
jor genres, including assigned reading for school. 

By Meredith Mohr

2
number of 
book clubs

48
number of 

genres

6
number of 
years open

90%
Used books

10%
new books

36
 Staff reads on 

average

books each per year

Table of contents

KELLER WILLIAMS PREMIER
5K Run/Walk
Join us for the 2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk
Benefi ting Cinco Charities
Saturday May 31, 2014
8am - 11am
281-220-2100
Villagio Town Center in beautiful Katy, Texas
For more information, donate, or register: visit www.kwpremier5k.com
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Marini’s Empanada House 
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Sergio “Alex” Marini continues the legacy his parents began with the first Marini’s, which opened in 1971.  
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Marini’s Empanada House
Restaurant has family tradition at its center

Several days every week Sergio “Alex” 
Marini, owner of Marini’s Empanada 
House in Cinco Ranch, makes an early 
morning drive to his sister’s restaurant 
in Houston, also called Marini’s. There, 
while he picks up a batch of freshly 
mixed dough, he talks with his parents 
Marcello and Pelusa, who are retired 
now—mostly. 

For the last 10 years, Marini has con-
tinued the legacy begun by his parents, 
who moved to Texas from Argentina 
and opened the first Marini’s Empanada 
House in 1971. 

“My mom was always the one who 
cooked, but when you come here from 
another country, what do you do to sur-
vive,” Marini said. “They started making 
empanadas.”

The couple started by serving empana-
das to their friends but when they moved 
to a second location—near Montrose and 
Westheimer—their empanadas became 
famous in the city. Their kids grew up 
helping out in the restaurant.

Now, 30 miles away and almost three 
decades later, at his own restaurant 
Marini gets a helping hand from his 
children, Alejandro, Sergio, Gabriela, 
and Marcello, and his wife, Gabriela. 

“It’s still a family operation,” he said. 
His parents were excited about his 

decision 10 yeas ago to open the res-
taurant. They had long talked about 
starting it up again, Marini said. They 
closed theirs in the late 1980s after 
a small fire and a lackluster attempt 
at relocating. Marini’s efforts even 
encouraged his sister to open her own 
location at 10001 Westheimer Road in 
Houston in 2007. 

“It’s kind of a friendly competition 
between us,” he said. 

Right now he makes the drive to her 
place to pick up the dough. In the past, 
however, he made it at his location. Early 

morning traffic nearly has him con-
vinced to bring that part of the operation 
back to his place.

Marini resurrected the family business 
after working for a hotel for 17 years. He 
figured that if he were going to put in 
17-hour days, they ought to be for him-
self and his family.

“I grew up in it,” he said. “I worked 
there after school and everything, so I 
always knew how to do it.” 

When Sergio was 8 or 9 years old, he 
would help out around the family res-
taurant, cleaning tables and doing other 
small tasks. 

“I remember seeing the way my par-
ents treated customers and employees,” 
he said. “It’s a people business.”

It did not take much to introduce Katy 
area residents to empanadas. Fortunately 
for Marini, many people in the area 
are involved in the oil and gas industry 
and have traveled extensively in South 
America. 

“Columbia, Chile, Peru—everybody 
has their own version of an empanada,” 
Marini said.

Many of those same customers, 
however, felt the sting as oil companies 
laid people off in 2007 and 2008—
just three years into the restaurant’s 
operation. At the same time food costs 
jumped, he said.

“We struggled for a couple of years,” 
Marini said. “But we were able to make it.”

Marini said he has been in the same 
location for long enough to have deep 
connections in the community. Custom-
ers know his kids as well because, like 
Marini, they are such a visible presence 
in their family’s restaurant.

“You just get to know people,” he said.  
“They come in here when they’ve just 
been married, or moved into town, or 
are pregnant. Then the next time they 
are carrying their babies.” 

DINING

3522 S. Mason Road, Ste. 100
Katy • 281-391-4237
www.theoriginalmarinisempanadahouse.com
Hours: Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a..m.–9 p.m., Monday Closed

In the fold
•	Alex Marini designed the menu in a way 

that allows the restaurant to use almost all 
of the ingredients he buys. 

•	in Mexico an empanda is often filled with 
sweet fillings, like a pastry. in Argentina, 
however, it is most often savory. Fillings, 
such as beef gaucho, chicken diablo, ham 
and cheese, and spinach and cheese, are 
traditional. 

On the menu
•	More than 60 varieties of empanadas
•	More than 70 types of bottled beer includ-

ing some limited release brews
•	empanadas are cooked in 0 trans fat oil. 
•	At least 16 vegetarian empanadas
•	At least 29 styles of dessert empanadas

Marini’s offers a variety of sweet and savory 
empanadas that cost between $2 and $2.75. 

Customers can enjoy a wide array of craft beer 
as well as several styles of international sodas.

The dining room features relics from the former 
Marini’s locations, including the original sign.

By Nick Cenegy

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 210 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10
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The Katy City Council approved the appoint-
ment of Byron Hebert as city administrator at its 
March 24 meeting. Hebert, who served as Katy’s 
director of finance prior to this appointment, 
replaces Johnny Nelson. Nelson retired as city 
administrator after 20 years in the office.

Since his tenure began in 1994, Nelson has 
seen Katy through significant growth and devel-
opment and was one of key players in bringing 
the Katy Mills Mall into being, Mayor Hughes 
said in his proclamation recognizing Nelson’s 

retirement. Before becoming city administra-
tor, Nelson was Katy’s mayor from 1983–87 and 
director of the Greater Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce from 1988–90.

“It’s a pleasure to work for this city and to work 
with all the city employees,” Nelson said. “It’s just 
been great. I’ve enjoyed every minute of it.”

Hebert was chosen as Nelson’s replacement 
after a long selection process, which involved 
two interviews as well as personality and apti-
tude tests. During the discussion following the 
announcement of Hebert’s appointment, council 
members stated that while they were pleased to 
fill the City Administrator position from within 
the current city government, the selection pro-
cess was quite competitive.

Although the council members expressed their 
enthusiasm over Hebert’s appointment and their 
confidence in his abilities, they also said Nelson 
will be missed.

“He sincerely desires to make this a better 
community for all of us,” Hughes said. “City 
Hall will never be the same.”

PEOPLE

By Kelli Ainsworth

City of Katy appoints new 
administrator 

Byron Hebert, Katy’s new city 
administrator, started his long 
relationship with the city at the 
rice harvest festival in the early 
1990s. At the time, Hebert was 
living in Houston with his wife. 
The couple was planning to start 
a family, but did not want to 
raise children in the city. They 
had been looking for a new 
home in Pearland, Sugar Land 
and Tomball when they attended 
the Katy Rice Harvest Festival. 
During the festival, Hebert’s 
wife said Katy would be a great 
place to raise a family. They 
then moved to the city in 1994. 
Quickly making the city their 
home, the following football sea-
son, the Heberts followed Katy 
High School’s football team to 
the championship game against 
Plano. 

The same year, Hebert’s pre-
decessor Johnny Nelson began 
his tenure as city administrator. 
Nelson held the position for 20 
years, seeing the city through a 
period of ongoing development. 
As Hebert takes the reins, Katy’s 
momentum shows no signs of 
slowing down. In the coming 
years, the city will see a new City 

Hall and downtown redevel-
opment, further population 
growth from Cane Island, and 
possibly a convention center.  

“When I look at my role as 
city manager, my job is to first 
look after the citizens and make 
sure that the projects we’re doing 
are in the best interest of the 
people of the city,” Hebert said. 

He feels part of his responsi-
bility to Katy’s citizens includes 
maintaining the city’s small 
town, historical atmosphere 
without discouraging popula-
tion growth and commercial 
development. 

“It’s a balancing approach, 
where you’ve got the traditional 
Old Katy, or historic Katy, that 
you want to preserve,” Hebert 
said. “Then we also have to 
understand that growth is all 
around us, and we’ve got to 
embrace that too.”

He said he hopes that resi-
dents of the Greater Katy area, 
outside of the city limits, can 
also look at the city of Katy with 
a sense of hometown pride. 

Originally from Lafayette, 
La., Hebert obtained his MBA 
from the University of Houston. 

Before working for city of Katy, 
Hebert worked for a medical 
company, then started and ran 
an Internet company called Web 
Source. The city was one of his 
clients. He was invited to apply 
for a job with the city when the 
previous finance director was 
retiring. 

Because of his 14 years of 
experience as finance director 
for Katy, Hebert was already 
well acquainted with the city 
government when he became 
city administrator, and has been 
able to transition smoothly into 
the position. He plans to utilize 
his experience with finance, IT 
and business to streamline the 
way the city runs.

“I like to look at technology 
and say ‘what innovative ways 
can we make this run more 
smoothly?’” Hebert said.

One of the first tasks before 
Hebert is to plan for continued 
growth and the mobility issues 
that will accompany it. The city 
is working on a mobility plan, 
though the plan is still evolving 
as the city tracks where develop-
ment is most occurring. Growth 
does not always occur where it 

is initially expected to, Hebert 
said, so the city has to keep an 
eye on what is actually being 
developed and modify their 
plans accordingly.

“They planned for the growth 
to happen north [15-20 years 
ago], and it’s actually happened 
south,” he said.

During the next few years, the 
city’s population could increase 
from 17,000 to 30,000 when new 
residential developments,  such 
as Cane Island, are complete. 
It follows that demand for city 

services including water and 
sewage, fire, EMS and police 
will also increase, Hebert said. It 
will be part of his job to ensure 
that city services keep pace with 
population growth.

Commercial development 
in Katy is also on the rise. The 
city is discussing purchasing 

property on the south side of 
Katy Mills Mall to develop into a 
convention center and board-
walk. The city already owns a 
portion of the wetland area, 
but fully developing a conven-
tion center and boardwalk will 
require the city to purchase 
more of the surrounding land. 
A hotel and restaurants along 
the boardwalk are also under 
consideration.

“It’s a fascinating time in the 
life of the city. You can just feel 
the energy and the excitement,” 
Hebert said.

When he attended the most 
recent meeting of the Katy 
Area Economic Development 
Council, Hebert said, he found 
out that Warren Buffet came to 
Katy when GEICO moved into 
their offices at Mason Creek 
Office Center. This made him 
realize how decision-makers and 
influential figures outside Katy 
view the area.

“Not only do we have this 
great tradition, but we have a lot 
of good things going on that a 
lot of investors throughout the 
whole United States are looking 
at,” Hebert said.

Byron Hebert |  Katy’s new city administrator
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Johnny Nelson retires after 20 years in position   

“It’s a pleasure to 
work for this city 

and to work with all 
the city employees. 

It’s just been great. 
I’ve enjoyed every 

minute of it.”
—Johnny nelson, former city 

administrator

“It’s a fascinating 
time in the life of the 
city. You can just feel 
the energy and the 
excitement,”

—Byron Hebert, city administrator

Byron Hebert, the city’s former finance director, will replace Johnny Nelson.
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Don’t miss your opportunity to own the David Weekly home of your dreams in Cinco Ranch!  
This highly-acclaimed Katy community offers incredible amenities, a great atmosphere and  
award-winning homes! 

Time is Running Out…

To build your dream home in Cinco Ranch!

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Not valid with any other offer or previously written contracts. $1,000 Decorator Allowance offer only valid for Homebuyers who purchase a David Weekley home in the Houston community of Cinco Ranch 
between April 24, 2014, and June 30, 2014. Offer must be presented to Sales Consultant prior to signing of contract. Decorator Selections must be made through the David Weekley Homes Design Center in Houston, TX. Homebuyer must pay for any Decorator Selections in 
excess of the incentive amount. David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. 
Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2014 David Weekley Homes – All Rights Reserved. Houston, TX (HOUA56375)

Call now to schedule  
your appointment!

Custom Classics™ by  
David Weekley Homes 80'

From the $650s to $900s 
3219 Shiloh Cliff Lane • Katy, TX 77494

713-828-4646

Ashfield Gardens 55' and 65' 
From the $340s

27011 Monterey Bend Lane • Katy, TX 77494

281-249-7815

Cinco Ranch 65' – Close Out!
From the $430s

28160 Rolling Ridge • Katy, TX 77494

281-249-7741

Receive a 
$1,000  
Decorator 
Allowance!
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Two Clubs, One Mission
Katy and Cinco Ranch Rotary Clubs focus on service

R otary International is the largest 
service organization in the world, 
with more than one million mem-

bers. Its main principle is selfless commu-
nity service. They just do not define the 
community strictly within city limits, or 
even international borders. 

“Rotary was started on the premise of 
giving back to the community,” Cinco 
Ranch Rotary President Mary Morris 
said. “That may be the community we live 
in, or the world as a whole.”

The Katy area is home to two differ-
ent Rotary Clubs. The Katy Rotary Club 
meets on Thursdays at 11:45 a.m. at Hasta 
La Pasta, while the Cinco Ranch Rotary 
Club holds their meetings Tuesdays at 7 
a.m. at Cinco Ranch Golf Club. At more 
than 40 years old, the Katy Rotary Club is 
the longest-running of the two. The Cinco 
Ranch Club formed 13 years ago, when 
the club was becoming larger and some of 
the members needed an alternate meeting 
time. 

Both clubs are united in their mission 
to bring local residents together to work 
on projects that give back to their com-
munities, provide international aid and 
mentor young leaders. 

“We’re a service club that consists of 
volunteers from different walks of life. 
We come together to place service above 
self,” said Malcolm Junior, Katy Rotary’s 
president. “That’s our motto: service 
above self.”

At an international level, Rotary is 
focusing on eradicating polio. A country 
is considered free of polio when there 
are no cases reported for two years. The 
disease remains a threat in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Nigeria, Morris said. 

To eliminate the threat of polio in 
these countries, Rotary International 

NON PROFIT

By Kelli Ainsworth
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Cinco Ranch Rotary Club’s Camo 5K benefits veteran’s group Team RWB. Katy Rotary Club regularly donates meat to Katy Christian Ministries. 

Both Katy and Cinco Ranch Rotary have 
major annual events taking place in May. 
Katy Rotary’s third annual Wild West Brew 
Fest is slated for May 10 from 2–7 p.m. at 
the Villagio Town Center. Malcolm Junior, 
Katy Rotary’s president, said the event was 
successful from the beginning, though Katy 
Rotary was not sure what to expect. 

“every year it’s been getting bigger and 
better. That’s what we’re anticipating this 
year also,” Junior said.

Funds from Wild West Brew Fest will 
benefit Katy iSD and Katy Christian 
Ministries. Katy Rotary’s donations to Katy 
iSD include purchasing instruments for 
band and orchestra student who cannot 
afford the instruments on their own.

every year, the group also purchases 
animals for FFA students to raise. Katy 
Rotary then turns around and buys the 
animals at FFA livestock show and donates 
the meat to Katy Christian Ministries. This 

year’s meat donation was almost 3,000 
pounds. Proceeds from the livestock sale 
go to student scholarships.

Cinco Ranch’s Camo 5K takes place 
May 24. The event features a timed chip 5k 
race as well as a one-mile walk. Proceeds 
will benefit Special Buddies and Team 
RWB. Special Buddies, which started at 
Alexander elementary, pairs children with 
special needs and children without special 
needs together to foster friendship and 
understanding. The program is now in 
several Katy schools and trying to expand. 
Team RWB helps returning veterans 
readjust to life in their community through 
exercise.

“We brought out the camo theme last 
year,” said Don Butler of Cinco Ranch 
Rotary. “Because we do have it on 
Memorial Day weekend, we always pick a 
beneficiary that has a connection with the 
armed services.”

has partnered with the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation and the World Health 
Organization to fund inoculation clinics. 

Locally, Cinco Ranch Rotary has raised 
funds for the Brookwood Community in 
Brookshire, an organization that pro-
viders a residence, as well as vocational 
and educational services, to adults with 
disabilities. The Katy Wine Fest, which 
Cinco Ranch Rotary hosts, has raised 
funds for Brookwood for the past two 
years. This year’s Wine Fest, planned for 
November, will be held at Brookwood.  

Katy Rotary’s annual triathlon is held 
in Firethorne each fall. The 16-mile race 
raises funds for scholarships for Katy ISD 
students. Katy ISD is a frequent benefi-
ciary of Katy Rotary’s efforts.

“We believe in giving back to our kids 
and helping them along,” Junior said.

Most Rotary members are adults with 

careers that allow them the flexibil-
ity to attend club meetings during the 
day, Butler said. However, Rotary has a 
high school program, Interact. Students 
involved in Interact help at Rotary events 
and attend leadership conferences that 
prepare them to be strong future leaders 
in their community.

 Between two Rotary Clubs, Katy area 
residents have many opportunities to 
participate in events that directly benefit 
their community, as well as those in need 
around the world.

“Our focus, our goal is really just to 
make the world a better place and to give 
back, and to join others of like-minded-
ness together to do that,” Morris said.

Junior encourages anyone interested in 
Rotary to attend a meeting.

“Come, be our guest, find out what 
we’re about,” Junior said. 

Upcoming Rotary events

5

5
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GUIDE

general
camps

Camp Cove 
Hosted by The Fellowship at Cinco Ranch and 
Treasure Cove Preschool, the camp offers a 
variety of activities determined by each child’s 
age. Activities include arts and crafts, movement, 
science, LEGOs, sports, cars planes and trains, 
and reading enrichment. 
Ages: 2–8
Dates: June 9–12, June 16–19, June 23–26
Cost: $140 (full day for week), $75 (half day for 
a week), $35 (registration fee per child), $50 
(registration fee for family)

Treasure Cove Preschool
22765 Westheimer Parkway
281-395-3950 ext. 345, 
treasurecove.org

Carolina Creek
Carolina Creek Christian Camps are divided into 
two camps for younger and older children. The 
camp for younger children offers creek rides, a 
waterpark and outdoor activities. Older campers 
can participate in archery, riflery, kayaking and a 
water zipline. Christian teachings are incorporated 
into activities. 

Wild sessions
Grades: Kindergarten–5th
Dates: Vary from June 1–Aug. 9
Cost: $375 per four-day sessions, $650 for 
adjoining sessions

Creek Weeks
Grades: 6th–12th
Dates: Vary from June 1–July 12
Cost: $650 (per week)

Carolina Creek Christian Camp
84 Wimbley Lane
Huntsville • 936-594-4446
www.carolinacreek.org

katy Family ymCa
Youth and Teen Day Camps
These two separate camps offer youth and 
teens opportunities to grow as leaders by giving 
participants decision making and planning 
opportunities. Held at the YMCA’s 200-acre Camp 
Cinco, the day camp offers a high and low ropes 
course, archery range, sports fields, covered 
basketball pavilion, nature trails, and more. Teen 
campers will also go on field trips and to the 
YMCA for swimming.
Ages: 6–12 (youth), 13–15 (teen)
Dates: Weekly sessions begin June 9, 7 
a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Cost: $175 per week (members), 
$215 per week (non members)

Sports and Specialty Camps 
YMCA camps provide the opportunity for children 
to learn specific skills according to their interests. 
Campers can choose among basketball, soccer, 
tennis and volleyball to theatre arts, cheer, dance, 
photography and jump rope. 
Ages: 5–14
Dates: vary

Cost: varies

Katy YMCA Camp Cinco 
15050 Cinco Park Blvd., Houston
281-392-5055
ymcahouston.org/katy

Sea Camp
Camps offer exploration of shipwrecks, marine 
ecosystems, coastal photography, camping 
and more. Career-oriented camps cover marine 
biology, veterinary medicine and marine science. 
Weeklong overnight camps are for ages 10-18 
only. A day camp is available for children ages 
6-11. 
Ages: 6–18
Dates: Vary by camp from  
June 8–Aug. 9
Cost: May vary between $850–$950 per week

Texas A&M University at Galveston
1001 Texas Clipper Road
Galveston • 409-740-4525
www.tamug.edu/seacamp

Sports Camps

ameriCan kidS athletiCS
At its new 10,000-square-foot facility with more 
than two acres of outdoor play area, AKA camp 
provides an active and entertaining atmosphere 
where children can participate in arts and crafts, 

Compiled by:
Nick Cenegy and Kelli Ainsworth

KATY FUNERAL HOME  
support close to home 

At the corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd.   

(281) 395-7070   |   KatyFH.com

Exceptional funeral and memorial services  
close to home. 
 
We are proud to support families here in Katy—when they need it 

the most. Our expertise covers a complete range of services for any 

budget, including catered services in a new reception room. From 

traditional funerals to modern celebrations of life, we’re dedicated 

to celebrating the unique lives that make up our community.

honor  
a life well  lived

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

4.9167x6.04-KatyFH-Awareness-COMM-IMPACT-4C-ad.indd   1 3/17/14   1:22 PM

The Reserve  
at Katy

From the $400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
From the upper $400s

(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates
From the mid-$600s

(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

3 New Model Homes 
NOW OPEN IN KATY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

22  FeATuRes



Katy Edition • April 2014 FeATuRes  23

Bible studies, an obstacle course, and a variety of 
sports, including baseball, football, bowling and 
volleyball. Other activities include rock climbing 
and dodgeball.
Ages: 5–12
Dates: Weekly from June 9–Aug. 22
Cost: $173 (per week)

AKA Sports Camp
3211 N. Fry Road, Katy
281-492-2411
www.akasportscamp.com

home oF ChampionS Football 
Camp
Katy High School Head Coach Gary Joseph helps 
children gain offensive and defensive football 
skills.
Ages: 7–13
Dates: July 28–31, 8–10 a.m.
Cost: $40

Katy High School Tiger Stadium
6331 Highway Blvd.
281-237-1758

alodia SportS aCademy Summer 
baSketball CampS
Alodia Sports Academy offers a variety of camps 
focusing on basketball that cover working 
out, team play, shooting, fundamentals and 
competitions.
Grades: Kindergarten–12th
Dates: Vary
Cost: Vary
Katy, Tomball, The Woodlands, Cypress 
281-255-2552
www.alodia-basketball-training.com

acAdemic

ameriCan robotiCS aCademy
At Robotics camp, the staff focuses on team-
building, problem solving, creativity and fun. 
Campers can attend a full- or half-day camp and 
will work with LEGO blocks, axles, gears, beams, 
wheels, motors and microcomputers. 
ages: 6 and up
dates: Weekly June 9–Aug. 15, 
9 a.m.–12 p.m. (half day), 1–4 p.m. (half day), 9 
a.m.–4 p.m. (full day)
Cost: $155 per week (half day), $270 per week 
(full day)

Crosspoint Church of katy
700 S. Westgreen Blvd. 
281-599-7626
www.roboticsacademy.com

katy Gt aCademy
Camps that are both academic in nature and 
more traditional are offered on a weeklong basis. 
Academics camps are led by certified teachers 
and cover math, sciences, geography, and 
language classes in Chinese and Spanish. Other 
camps include sports, cooking and robotics.
ages: 18 months–5 years (preschool program), 
grades K–8 (regular camps)
dates: Weekly from June 9–Aug. 22

Cost: Vary by class from $155–195

katy Gt academy
21020 Highland Knolls Drive, Katy
281-646-7360
www.katygtacademy.org

health muSeum
The Health Museum offers a variety of summer 
camps. Classes include “Medical Detectives,” “Itty 
Bitty Bodies” and “No Bones About It.” 
ages: 5 –13
dates: Vary
Cost: $325–$350

the health museum 
1515 Hermann Drive, Houston
713-521-1515
www.thehealthmuseum.org

id teCh Camp
The University of Houston offers its day camp 
and extended-stay camp this summer with 
classes ranging from game and web design to 
photography and editing.
ages: 7–18
dates: June 9–July 25
Cost: $849 –$1,438
4800 Calhoun Road, Houston
888-709-8324
www.internaldrive.com

FoCuS aCademy SoCial SkillS 
Summer Camp
Focus Academy’s Social Skills Summer Camp is 
open to children with Autism Spectrum disorders, 
Asperger’s, ADHD and Tourette’s. Activities, 
including field trips, drama instruction and art 
classes, are aimed at helping campers improve 

Although Community Impact Newspaper attempted to 
include all locally operated summer camps in Katy, this 

list is not intended to be comprehensive.

LoneStar.edu
Open Doors

19710 Clay Road
at Fry Road

REGISTRATION 
NOW UNDERWAY

Complete an associate degree in only 2 years!
Workforce certificates are also available.

Earn a degree.
Not debt.

Find out how at the
LSC-Cypress Center 
Block Party!

Join the fun from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. May 17th

with info sessions, campus 
tours and more!

For more information visit:
tiny.cc/BlockParty

social skills. 
ages: 5 and up 
dates: June 9–27, July 7–25, July 28–Aug. 15
Cost: $900 (half day social program), $1200 (full 
day academy program)

West houston
503 Park Grove
Katy
281-492-7380

the Woodlands
2408 Timberloch Place, Ste. D-1
The Woodlands
832-813-7413

Stafford
New location 11/25/13
4781 S. Main St.
Stafford
281- 240-0663
www.focusacademyhouston.org

DOWNLOAD OUR APP
Scan for resources, award winning 
stroke hospitals, and warning signs.
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REGIONAL
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NEWS

Hwy. 59 land closing 
in on build-out

Cy-Fair ISD bond goes to early voting

SUGAR LAND  Sugar Land comes closer 
to a complete build-out, areas for commercial 
property and retail development are becom-
ing more scarce. One of the last hotspots for 
commercial interests sits on nearly 190 acres 
at University Boulevard and Hwy. 59—what 
is known as the Telfair Commercial District.

Colliers International’s Houston division is 
marketing the available tracts at the freeway 
interchange for Newland Communities—the 
developer behind the master-planned com-
munity of Telfair.

“The Telfair commercial tracts along 
the freeway represent one of the very best 
suburban commercial development oppor-
tunities in the state,” said Charlie Herder, 
co-chairman and principal with Colliers’ 
Houston division.

The Telfair commercial district currently 
houses the University of Houston—Sugar 
Land campus, the new Texas Instruments 
headquarters, the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science at Sugar Land and several 
incoming retailers.  
Full story by John Rigg

Cy- FAIR Voters will get the chance 
to approve or deny a $1.2 billion bond 
for Cy-Fair ISD in the upcoming May 
election. The largest bond election in 
CFISD history—and the first in nearly 
seven years—will help the district 
address security, technology, facilities 
and transportation needs through 2020. 
    From 1998 through 2007, CFISD had a 
bond program every three years to keep 
up with growth, CFISD Superintendent 
Mark Henry said.

   “That growth has continued over the 

last seven years, but we have not had any 
type of bond program,” he said.

   Early voting for the bond election 
runs from April 28 to May 6 and will be 
available at district elementary schools as 
well as the Berry Center and at the Instruc-
tional Support Center. More information 
can be found on the Community Impact 
Newspaper election guide on page 15. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Economic, ethnic 
diversity on the rise 
in Cy-Fair area
Cy-Fair Demographic trends show the 
Cy-Fair population becoming more 
ethnically and socioeconomically diverse 
during the past decade. Although growth 
has happened across all income levels, 
the trend has yielded toward more people 
looking for affordable living, area Realtors 
say. 
Developers have picked up on the trend, 

looking for ways to customize the home-
building process to give buyers what they 
want and need for a cost within their price 
range. A comprehensive listing of avail-
able real estate compiled by Houston Area 
Realtors shows the Cy-Fair ISD area has 
significantly more homes for sale in the 
$100,000–$200,000 range when compared 
with Katy and Conroe ISDs. Around 43 
percent of homes on the market in CFISD 
fall in this range, while Katy and Conroe 
areas have around 20 percent of houses for 
sale that fall within this price range.
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

ExxonMobil campus 
construction 
continues
SPRING With employee relocation 
to the ExxonMobil campus already 
underway this spring, construc-
tion of the 385-acre campus will 
be complete at the end of 2015. 

Leslie Hushka, manager of communi-
cations for the ExxonMobil campus in 
Spring, said the facility was announced 
three years ago and is planned to 
accommodate 10,000 employees from 
upstream, downstream and chemical 
operations in one facility. 

“All of the buildings are out of the 
ground,” Hushka said. “They’ve been 
topped out. All the parking garages are 
completed. In fact, we begin the move 
in of the first [employees] in late March, 
early April.”

The 20-plus buildings on the Exx-
onMobil campus will include a 
100,000-square-foot wellness center, a 
17,000-square-foot child care center, 
a laboratory, and the Energy Center, a 
glass cube that stands 85 feet tall and 

serves as a gateway to the campus. 
Hushka said the Energy Center will 

house the wellness center, training cen-
ter and meeting space as well as offices 
and other facilities around the central 
commons area. 

The campus—which will see between 
700 and 1,000 visitors per day—will 
house three large parking garages, on-
site dining, retail services and amenities, 
and plenty of informal, collaborative 
areas, Hushka said. 
Full story by Matt Stephens

New Gastroenterology Practice 
in Katy & Cypress

We strive to provide high quality care in gastroenterology, 
liver disease and nutrition counseling.

777 S. Fry Road Ste. 206 Katy, Texas 77450  | Please visit our website at www.houstongastroinstitute.com

Call us at 832-304-2004 
for an appointment! 

Spanish speaking welcome.

o Fast and easy scheduling for screening colonoscopy
o Focus on women’s gastrointestinal health
o In offi ce treatment of hemorrhoids and fecal incontinence

Vivian Asamoah, MD
Board Certifi ed Gastroenterologist

Welcome to 
Houston Gastro Institute

We accept all major insurance including Medicare and Medicaid

Saturday 
morning 

appointments 
available!
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The 385-acre ExxonMobil campus under construc-
tion in Spring will include more than 20 buildings 
and house more than 10,000 employees. 
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that individuals who can vote to levy a tax 
should be elected, not appointed by a devel-
oper, he said. This allows the taxpayers to 
have a voice if they do not like the tax. 

He also objected to this particular district’s 
ability to levy a one cent sales tax that can be 
used to reimburse the developers for costs.

“From that standpoint the community 
at large will pay for it,” Meyers said. “The 
reality is that this is a private entity that 
levies a tax against the general public for 
a specific purpose that benefits essentially 
just that development.”

Meyers said he has asked the developer 
and Walmart to use some of that revenue 
to provide additional security, more green 
space, and a nicer architectural features, to 
make a development that is aesthetically 
more compatible with the area around it. 
They are still in negotiations, he said. 

Despite Meyer’s objections, the bill was 
passed and signed into law at the end of 
the session. 

Meyers said he has an excellent working 
relationship with the bill’s sponsors Hegar 
and Zerwas and the county had not previ-
ously objected to similar legislation.

“I oppose Improvement Districts, but 
other commissioners have not expressed 
opposition to their creation,” Meyers said. 
“The earlier Improvement Districts that 
were passed were not created in my precinct, 
so I didn’t object to them.”

The sales tax revenue is not likely to 
provide the sort of public facilities that he 

believes such levies should. The county, on 
its own, has created a County Assistance 
District for the property, which will collect 
an additional one cent in sales tax, he said.

HOAs
In discussions about the Westgreen and 

Highland Knolls apartments, a number of 
residents approached their home owners 
associations to see if there was a way to pre-
vent or regulate the development. 

But HOAs only have the ability to regu-
late internally, not externally, said Gregory 
Cagle, author of Texas Homeowner’s Asso-
ciation Law and partner at the law firm 
of Savrick, Schumann, Johnson, McGarr, 
Kaminski & Shirley, L.L.P., in Austin.

They are similar to MUDs and Improve-
ment Districts in that way, he said. Cov-
enants only regulate development on their 
property. These internal regulations are 
beholden to a different set of rules—as they 
are contractual obligations—than govern-
mental zoning, which is a form of public law.  

“HOA presidents or administrators can 
stand up at a commissioners or city council 
meeting and say ‘We’re opposed,’ and that’s 
about it,” Cagle said. 

In short, Cagle said, a group of HOAs 
that have decided to speak against a devel-
opment outside their boundaries has a loud 
political voice but little legal standing. 

Governance
Continued from | 1

A number of organizations hold some power in 
regulating new developments in unincorporated 
areas, but none of them have the powers of a city.

Duties: ensure rights and interests 
of homeowners are preserved.
-Leaders elected by their neighbors
-Provide services to homeowners to 
protect property values.
-Collect association dues

HOA

Duties: Approves platting—the 
formal survey and land planning 
process for property. Also ensures 
infrastructure is adequate, including 
water, sewer, drainage and 
detention, and roads. 
-Commissioners are elected
-Collects property tax
-Can create County Assistance 
Districts that can levy sales tax

County Commissioners

Duties: one of many types of 
“special districts,” like a MUD, often 
structured around the management 
of water, sewer, drainage or other 
infrastructure.
-Leaders appointed by the 
developer and named in founding 
documents.
-Many can pass a property or sales 
tax

Improvement District

Duties: As a state-level regulatory 
agency, the Texas Commission on 
environmental Quality approves 
permits for construction based on 
environmental standards for water 
and sewer.
-Can create improvement Districts 
administratively when the legislature 
is not in session. 

TCEQ

Duties: Manages water, sewer, drainage
-Formed by the state Legislature, 
county, or administratively by TCeQ
-Cities can allow a developer to create 
one in its limits
-Can also charge fees.
-Can pass a property tax and bonds

Municipal Utility District

Duties: Guides the “big picture” 
standards for counties and 
regulatory agencies. in regard to 
development the Texas House and 
Senate can pass bills to create 
improvement Districts and other 
“special districts”

State Legislature

Local Power
Walmart as well as room for a multifamily 
complex. Lovett is awaiting final approval 
from the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality, a state agency that reviews 
permits for water and sewers against a set of 
environmental standards. 

The permit was initially approved by the 
TCEQ executive director but was appealed 
by Meyers and others with a request for a 
public hearing. The hearing is scheduled for 
10 a.m. May 29 at the Fort Bend County Jus-
tice Center, Meyers said. 

“Most of the time there is no opposition 
to a TCEQ permit,” Meyers said. “But there 
is a process for affected persons to request a 
hearing.”

Unlike most other such hearings, which 
are considered by the TCEQ commissioners, 
this one will be arbitrated by a judge from 
the State Office of Administrative Hearings 
first, TCEQ spokesperson Andrea Romor-
row said. The process looks something like a 
civil court proceedings, she said. Afterwards 
the judge will make a recommendation to 
the TCEQ commission for a final decision. 

The specific objections raised by Meyers, 
as well as Fulshear Mayor Thomas Kuyken-
dall Jr. and a dozen or more other parties, 
are largely related to the proposed discharge 
of wastewater into nearby Flewellen Creek 
and the developer’s resistance to work with 
the existing Municipal Utility District to 
expand its capacity to handle the new devel-
opment, according to documents submitted 
to TCEQ. 

Meyers said that several MUDs currently 
discharge into the creek and officials are 
concerned that the additional volume would 
create a potential health problem.

“Our complaint has to do with making 
certain that we don’t create a public health 
issue,” he said. “Obviously we want assur-
ances that it’s not going to create any kind of 
health problems. The responsibility is on the 
developer’s shoulders to demonstrate that it 
does not create a problem.”

TCEQ will likely try to resolve the dispute 
before the hearing, Meyers said. One poten-
tial resolution would be for the developer to 
get water and sewer from an existing MUD 
with a discharge permit so another does not 
have to be built.

Residents, however, are more vocal about 
other aspects of the development. In com-
ments attached to the online petition against 
the development at www.change.org, resi-
dents note concerns about property values, 

crime and traffic. 
“It will most likely bring down our prop-

erty values and create huge traffic problems,” 
one respondent wrote. “We do not need 
another Walmart so close, and the apart-
ments will be a huge negative to this area of 
lovely homes and quiet streets.”

Almost identical grounds were given 
against the apartments at Westgreen in 
December. In that situation, despite the 
opposition, Nottingham Country MUD 
president Ray Pavlovich said there is not 
much the MUD can do to intervene.

The only thing the MUD can do is respond 
to the request for water and sewer, he said.

“If it has the capacity it can’t turn them 
down,” Pavlovich said. 

If the group tried to interfere, it would be a 
guaranteed way to get sued and lose, he said.

However, petitions addressed to county 
commissioners with thousands of signa-
tures can often be used to negotiate with the 
developer, Meyers said. But a resident peti-
tion by itself does not require the developer 
to take any specific actions. 

“I have met with the developer [Lovett] 
several times in an attempt to address my 
concerns without success,” Meyers said. “A 
petition from the community expressing its 
concerns will certainly help my efforts.”

Improvement district
One additional factor in the negotiations 

with the 93-acre Lovett and Walmart devel-
opment was the creation of an Improvement 
District for the property in 2013.

Sen. Glenn Hegar, R–Katy,  and Rep. John 
Zerwas, R–Richmond, introduced a set of 
bills at the state house that created the dis-
trict. Such districts are fairly common types 
of political subdivisions of the state that are 
used to administer and provide for infra-
structure, said Lisa Craven, chief of staff for 
Hegar’s office. They have the power to levy 
both property and sales taxes. 

Ideally, such districts can pay for infra-
structure without burdening taxpayers 
who already live in a specific area, she said. 
Most often, they provide roads, water and 
sewer, drainage, and perhaps even parks, 
Craven said. 

If a developer wants to build on certain 
property, he or she could go to the local city 
or county and ask for taxpayer-funded infra-
structure to be provided. Alternatively, the 
developer can petition to create an improve-
ment district, then pay for the infrastructure 
out of pocket. As more people or businesses 
move onto the developer’s land, the new 
occupants pay a property tax, levied by the 
Improvement District, that reimburses the 
developer for the infrastructure. 

Meyers said that since this is a matter 
taken up by the state legislature, the county 
commissioners have limited input. The 
commission can, however, ask that legisla-
tors opt not to sponsor the bills. 

When the district was proposed in Feb-
ruary 2013 for the Walmart development, 
Meyers objected to the legislation and 
requested the House and Senate sponsors of 
the legislation pull the bill. 

His opposition stemmed from a belief 
   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

“i have met with the 
developer [lovett] 

several times in an 
attempt to address 

my concerns without 
success,”

—Andy Meyers, Fort Bend county commissioner
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unincorporated communities. 
Police protection is undertaken 
by law enforcement agencies at 
the city, county, state and even 
school district level. Such a vari-
ety of agencies can leave residents 
uncertain about who exactly may 
respond to their 911 call, who will 
be arriving at the scene of an acci-
dent or whose flashing lights are 
in their rearview mirror. However, 
with multiple agencies active in the 
area, there are more officers pres-
ent to respond to crime, emergen-
cies and enforce laws, said Major 
Chad Norvell of the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

“It’s beneficial to residents 
[that] there’s more patrol cars 
moving around,” Norvell said.

Agencies and jurisdictions
The Katy Police Department 

patrols and responds to calls 
only within the city limits, said 
Tim Tyler, Katy’s assistant chief 
of police. 

The sheriff ’s offices of Harris, 
Fort Bend and Waller counties 
provide police coverage in unin-
corporated areas within their 
respective counties. Though they 
can patrol and be called to assist 
at the scene of an accident or 
crime within city limits, sheriffs 
generally focus more on areas 
outside of city limits, which are 
not served by a municipal police 
force, Norvell said. 

Fort Bend County Precinct 3 
constables regularly patrol cer-
tain communities in the county, 
including parts of Cinco Ranch 
and Seven Meadows, through con-
tracts with home owners’ associa-
tions. These patrols are intended to 
deter criminal activity and provide 
residents with a sense of security. 

Though the DPS Highway 
Patrol is primarily active on major 
highways and thoroughfares, they 

can issue citations, make arrests or 
assist at the scene of an accident 
anywhere in the state. 

“We can handle anything at any 
given point in time on any given 
roadway,” Sampa said.

Katy ISD’s police force also has 
authority in the entire 181-square 
mile school district. Created to 
address school safety and focus 
on the schools and school zones, 
it can ticket drivers and make 
arrests anywhere in the district.

“A lot of people don’t realize 
that the Katy ISD officers driving 
around near their schools have full 
authority to write tickets and make 
arrests as needed,” Norvell said.

With numerous law enforce-
ment agencies patrolling the Katy 
area, residents may not always 
know who is responsible for 
responding in an emergency. 

“If they’re unsure, always just 
dial 911,” Norvell said. 

Keeping up with growth
When the Cane Island master- 

planned community is complete 
in 2015, the population the Katy 
Police Department is responsible 
for protecting will rise dramati-
cally. Katy police have already 
begun exploring ways to manage 
the increased population and traf-
fic it will bring, Tyler said.  

“We’re going to try and increase 
the size of our patrol division, and 
with that we can have more traffic 
units,” Tyler said. 

There are 18 marked patrol units 
in Katy’s fleet. Tyler estimates that 
at least another six to nine officers 
would be needed to patrol Cane 
Island.  This represents a 30 to 
50 percent increase, though that 
number could rise.

The Katy Police Department is 
already busy, Tyler said. During 
the past three years, the number 
of traffic citations issued has risen 
by more than 10,000. In 2011, Katy 
police issued 18,786 citations; in 
2013, they issued 29,058.

Policing
Continued from | 1

Like the Katy Police, county 
sheriffs are also mulling how to 
best address a growing popula-
tion and the traffic and crime 
that can bring. 

“Katy is a fast-growing area,” 
said Major Steve Marino of the 
Harris County Sheriff ’s Office. 
“The west part of the county is one 
of the fastest-growing areas in the 
county and, in fact, the country.”

Waller County has two depu-
ties who patrol the south end of 
the county, including Katy. The 
Fort Bend County Sheriff ’s Office 
employs 40 deputies at its Katy 
annex at Grand Parkway and 

Westpark Tollway.
County patrols and officer 

deployments are based primarily 
on calls for service, rather than on 
population alone. Sheriffs do not 
automatically hire and send more 
deputies to an area because it expe-
riences growth, Norvell said. 

“While there may be rapid 
growth in a given year, we redeploy 
based on needs or calls for service,” 
Norvell said. 

However, Harris County has 
been hiring deputies that could 
cover the Katy area following a hir-
ing freeze, Marino said.

Waller County Chief Deputy 

Craig Davis said his office requests 
more officers every year and will 
do so again this year.

“We are well aware that this 
county is growing by leaps and 
bounds and will no doubt require 
more patrol staff, investigators, jail 
staff, etc. In the end of course, it 
is the Commissioners Court that 
approves request by the Sheriff for 
additional staff to effectively deal 
with the growth,” Davis said.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
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PatrollIng the Katy area
A patchwork of law enforcement 

jurisdictions blankets the Katy area, 

including both city and county agencies.

24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 220 
Katy, TX 77494

281-712-7241

ParkwayENT.com • Compassionate care for adults and Children • Care for the Ear, Nose, and Throat

Brae McDougald, M.A., CCC-A
Audiologist

Dr. David Sycamore MD
Otolaryngologist/Allergist

Treasure your hearing. 
Don’t wait for a problem. Come in for a no obligation 

hearing device consultation.

• Outstanding customer service 
• Most advanced digital technology
• Invisible Devices
• Blue tooth connectivity

We care about your hearing!
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Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Matney, director of research 
assessment and accountability 
at Katy ISD. “Teachers still have 
to maintain the Texas Essential 
Knowledge Skills standards but 
in many cases don’t have a test 
looming at the end.”

The 83rd Texas Legislature 
passed House Bill 5, which man-
dated that high school students 
pass five STAAR end-of-course 
exams to meet the new gradu-
ation requirements, said State 
Rep. Bill Callegari, R-Katy. The 
five assessments under HB 5 are 
Algebra I, English I, English II, 
biology and U.S. history, he said. 

HB 5 also eliminated the 
15 percent grading require-
ment, which stipulated that a 
student’s score on the STAAR 
end-of-course exams would 
have counted for 15 percent of 
the student’s final grade in each 
tested subject area. The STAAR 
end-of-course cumulative score 
component was also eliminated, 
Callegari said.

“Time was being wasted on 
testing, teaching to the test, and 
not being able to do anything else 
while the tests were being taken,” 
Callegari said. “This new sys-
tem is not perfect, but it is much 
better and is a step in the right 
direction.” 

Standards and success
The STAAR exams determine, 

at the lower grade levels, whether 
students are prepared to advance 
to the next grade level, Callegari 
said. At the high school level, the 
end-of-course exams are used to 
determine if the student is ade-
quately prepared for post-sec-
ondary education or entry into 
the workforce, he said.  

The impetus for the change 
in the number of end of course 
exams stemmed from several 

parent groups concerned about 
the burden 15 tests would place 
on their students, Matney said. 
The groups argued that stan-
dardized tests were not the only 
relevant measure of a student’s 
knowledge. 

“You have to examine the 
entire educational system,” Mat-
ney said. “There may not be an 
end-of-course exam, but the stu-
dents still have to take—and suc-
cessfully complete—the courses.” 

Advocates for fewer tests argued 
that such assessments were a form 
of double jeopardy. Testing propo-
nents held that the greater number 
of tests acted as a safeguard for 
academic rigor. Actual gradua-
tion requirements, aside from the 
number of tests, remain largely the 
same, Matney said. 

Removing some of the STAAR 
tests is merely a way of making 
sure the tail is not wagging the 
educational dog, she said.  

Efforts to change the testing 
structure were also indicative of 
a broader move in HB 5 to build 
a wider set of graduation options, 
Callegari said. 

“We wanted to open the door 
for opportunities for students to 
specialize a little in arts or sci-
ences, and open up additional 
options for vocational training,” 
he said. “We need to teach them 
a skill that will let them get a job 
when they need to.” 

One key debate during the leg-
islative negotiations was which 
tests to get rid and which to keep, 
Matney said. Some groups, such 
as the Texas Association of Busi-
ness, wanted increased rigor, 
including keeping the Algebra II 
end-of-course exam, she said. 

“They are hiring our gradu-
ates and are very concerned 
about a watering-down effect,” 
Matney said. 

If additional changes to the 
subjects of the tests are made in 
the future, it may be a revival of 

STAAR
Continued from | 1
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ELA/Reading 69% 70% 83%

ELA/Reading II 79% 80% 90%

ELA/Reading III       83% 79% 81%

Algebra I 78% 79% 90%

Geometry 85% 86% 94%

Algebra II 97% 98% 100%

ELA/Writing I 55% 55% 74%

ELA/Writing II 55% 54% 71%

ELA/Writing III 75% 76% N/A

Biology 84% 85% 95%

Chemistry 84% 88% 98%

Physics 82% 81% 100%

World 
Geography 

75% 77% 91%

World History 71% 74% 88%

U.S.  History 72% 70% 76%

Katy ISD
2013 STAAR test 
Results for the end-of-course STAAR tests given to students in Katy ISD in 2013 were 
released in late January. The following shows how students performed in each subject 
and draws comparisons to the average scores in the state and the school district’s 
Texas Education Agency region. 

Source: Texas Education Agency

this debate, she said. 
Katy ISD had not yet gotten to 

the implementation of all 15 tests. 
The initial legislation mandat-
ing the tests occurred just a few 
years ago with HB 3, and the new 
accountability practices began 
rolling out in 2011, Matney said. 
That meant the first round of stu-
dents who were due to take all 15 
tests, as they were phased in, are 
now only juniors. 

“We never really had a group 
of kids feeling the weight of 15 
tests,” Matney said. 

The changes, however, are pos-
itive, if a bit challenging to keep 
adapting to, she said. 

“There’s a lot of whiplash mov-
ing back and forth, but not many 
of us were looking forward to 
administering all 15,” she said. 

To help Katy ISD teachers 
adapt to the changing standards, 
the district is looking to expand 
its Instructional Coach model. 
That approach, which the dis-
trict has been using for about 
four years, means that teachers 
on every campus get a visit from 
coaches three times a month 
to help them reconcile the tests 
with the broader state standards 
for the curriculum—the TEKS.  

The coaches help teachers trans-
late the testing material into the 
classroom, Matney said. Informal 
feedback from that program sug-
gests  it is working, she said. 

Accountability
At this early point in the imple-

mentation of the STAAR test, 
however, administrators are still 
evaluating the test and the initial 
rounds of results, Matney said.

“The first year we gave our 
test, we had no accountability 
system—we didn’t know what 
was good,” she said. “The 2013 
round allowed us to really have 
an accountability system to know 
what the results mean.”

Officials will compare this 

year’s results to the 2013 data. 
Those results should be released 
in July or August, she said.  

Overall, however, the changes 
from HB 5 will help streamline 
the whole process, she said. 

“You never want the test to 
drive the instruction,” Matney 
said. “This is really about sup-
porting our teachers and cam-
pus leaders with the tools they 
need to embrace the rigor of the 

assessment. It’s about building 
support systems for the students 
when they have the pencil in 
their hands.”
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Featured Neighborhood
Nottingham County, 77450

build-out year: 2003

builders: Developed by Kickerillo with many different 
custom builders

Square footage: 1,561–5,516

homes in the community: 2,293

home values: $135,000–$426,000

hoa dues (estimated): $300

amenities: Nottingham Country Park, walking/jogging 
trails, club house, tennis court, swimming pool and creek

property taxes (in dollars):

Harris County 0.414550 
Harris County Department of Education 0.006358 
Harris County ESD 48 0.092000 
Harris County Flood Control 0.028270 
Harris County Hospital District 0.170000 
Katy ISD 1.526600 
Mason Creek UD 0.346000 
Port of Houston Authority 0.017160

total (per $100 value) 2.600938

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview
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4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,125 sq. ft. $325,000
Agent: Keller Williams Premier Realty    281-220-2100 

614 Houghton Rd

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,506 sq. ft. $255,000 
Agent: Keller Williams Premier Realty 281-220-2100

510 Rennie

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 2,934 sq. ft. $289,000 
Agent: RCR Properties, Inc  281-759-6000

20702 Park Bend Dr

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,730 sq. ft. $289,900 
Agent: RE/MAX Grand  281-994-5700

1327 Dominion Dr
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On the market  (April 2014) Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 41 2 2 2 –– 68 50 45 54

$150,000–$199,999 –– 64 4 10 1 –– 59 50 45 68

$200,000–$299,999 –– 12 17 23 28 –– 72 42 111 62

$300,000–$399,999 –– –– 6 8 91 –– –– 68 110 58

$400,000–$499,999 –– –– 12 11 82 –– –– 26 95 78

$500,000–$599,999 2 –– 3 –– 66 133 –– 39 –– 41

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– 1 3 43 73 –– 48 73 121

$800,000–$999,999 4 –– 1 –– 9 89 –– 160 –– 75

$1 million + 3 –– 3 –– 8 76 –– 103 –– 89

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

March 2013 8 128 87 32 224 $314,781 $118,995 $290,003 $179,792 303,504

March 2014 11 130 56 35 186 $426,511 $137,127 $273,561 $232,249 $357,281

November 2012 10 123 70 25 17 $385,505 $111,437 $226,244 $158,745 $317,752

October 2012 3 –– 7 –– 118 $323,950 $109,971 $230,216 $180,471 $304,949

September 2012 1 –– 4 2 52 $377,490 $107,774 $211,439 $180,154 $304,954

August 2012 –– –– 2 –– 21 $493,269 $110,024 $232,080 $163,684 $295,834

July 2012 2 –– 1 –– 16 $336,217 $106,886 $251,378 $205,942 $297,060

June 2012 –– –– 3 1 6 $382,064 $107,926 $263,298 $186,262 $316,939

May 2012 –– –– 1 1 4 $386,739 $108,284 $239,679 $127,804 $286,612

homes on the market (April 2014)

annual home sales (April 1, 2013–March 31, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 8

No. of homes under contract 17

Average days on the market 14

No. of homes sold 145

Square footage (low/high) 1,732 / 4,184

Selling price (low/high) $135,000 / $426,000

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

Market Data

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.



Katy Edition • April 2014 29

Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


