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Luxury complexes, amenities 
cater to young professionals

Demand driving multifamily development 

Prairie Conservancy wary of potential route

Officials mull Freeport 
to Hempstead highway

Katy Prairie Conservancy Executive Director Mary Anne Piacentini and volunteers are 
concerned that the proposed Highway 36a could run through part of the preserve. 

By Nick Cenegy
Officials discussing Highway 

36a are keen to remind people 
that the idea—a 107-mile corri-
dor that would connect Freeport 
to Hwy. 6 north of Hempstead—
is in the most preliminary  
of stages. 

“It’s not even a ‘project’ yet,” 
said Raquelle Lewis, spokes-
woman for the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

Conceptual designs for the 
highway, however, show it run-
ning through Katy’s backyard—
from Woods Road through 
Waller County to Hwy. 290 at 
James Muse Parkway. Advo-
cates say it would provide a new 
evacuation route from coastal 
areas in the event of a hurricane 
and a path for freight traffic from 
Freeport to travel northward 
without having to go through  
Houston’s core.

Despite the abundance of cau-
tion on the part of officials, the 
proposal has gained some trac-
tion in recent weeks. The Hous-
ton–Galveston Area Council 
and the Highway 36a Coalition 

committed $1 million for a fea-
sibility study and are hoping to 
convince TxDOT to match that 
amount. 

Meanwhile, formidable atten-
tion has been directed to the 
highway’s potential path through 
a corner of the Katy Prairie Con-
servancy, a path that many say 
would undercut the restorative 
benefits and conservation efforts 
of the preserve. KPC and other 
environmental organizations are 
trying to make sure they have 
a strong guiding voice early in  
the project. 

Vision and revision
The Waller County portion of 

the proposed highway corridor 
has been called the Prairie Park-
way since about 1985, county 
engineer Orval Rhoads said. At 
that time, under his supervision, 
the road was first drawn on the 
county’s thoroughfare plan. It has 
since been revised in 2007 and 
2012. Rhoads said he thought the 
idea had died on the vine until it 
was revived three years ago as a 
link between Brazoria, Fort Bend 

By Kelli Ainsworth
Sprawling luxury apartment communities 

have become an increasing presence in Katy 
in recent years. According to Apartment Data 
Services, which analyzes apartment trends 
across the region, the number of apartment 
units in Katy has grown by 30 percent since 
2010. With at least 10 additional complexes 
proposed or under construction, this growth 
is expected to continue. 

In December of 2010, there were 13,000 
apartment units in Katy. Since then, the total 
number of apartment units has increased to 

17,000, said Bruce McClenny of Apartment 
Data Services. 

“You’ve got so many businesses moving to 
the area right now, there’s not enough hous-
ing for everyone in Katy,” said Cindy Price, 
manager of the District at Westborough 
apartments, a new luxury community open-
ing this month on Westborough Drive.

Growing demand
A strengthening economy is responsible 

for some for some of the growth, McClenny 
said. Building projects stalled when the eco-
nomic downturn set in and few properties 
were built for several years. 

“Projects that may have been put on hold 

and Waller counties. 
A 2009 study of the Prairie 

Parkway focused on whether 
a highway from I-10 to Hwy. 
290 could be developed as a toll 
road, said Alan Clark, director 
of transportation planning for 
H–GAC.

“The study was a pretty spe-
cific examination of that one 
idea,” Clark said. “What we 
determined back then is that it 
would not be feasible.”

At the time, the traffic level 

anticipated on the road would 
not support the cost of the project 
and Waller County was not in a 
position to pay for it. Since then, 
however, development within the 
county and also in places as far 
off as the Panama Canal—where 
because of an effort to deepen the 
canal additional shipping traffic 
will likely come to Gulf ports—
will continue to channel more 
traffic down the limited farm-to-
market roads. Funding options, 
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See Multifamily | 29

APARTMENTS ON THE RISE

SINCE 2011

4,000 18

After stalling during the economic downturn, 
multifamily development in the Katy area has 
increased in recent years. Industry analysts 

believe that trend will continue.

new apartment  
units have been 

constructed

new apartment 
complexes have been 

constructed

Source: Apartment Data Services

SINCE 2011
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•  Variety of free activities and games
•  Water sport exhibitions
•  Kayaking and paddle boarding
•  Unique food vendors
•  Event proceeds benefi t Living Water International
Personal Lawn Chairs & Towels are Welcome!

Visit our Welcome Center before 
April 13 and enter to win your 
SUMMER VACATION*!
Plus, visit each of our model homes 
and enter to win great prizes!

Welcome Center
18915 San Saba Creek Circle
Cypress, TX 77433
281.256.2772

*Gift card amount for $2,000.

A day of fun for 
the whole family!
Sunday, April 13

Homes from the $200s
TowneLakeTexas.com 
281.256.2772

WWW.WATER.CC

•  Variety of free activities and games
•  Water sport exhibitions
•  Kayaking and paddle boarding
•  Unique food vendors
•  Event proceeds benefi t Living Water International

the whole family!the whole family!
Sunday, April 13Sunday, April 13
Noon - 5pm
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Spring has arrived. 
Along with beautiful 
days, the crisp weather 
brings with it a host of 
outdoor activities, festi-
vals and crawfish boils. 

This month we help 
readers embrace the 
season with a guide to 
eating crawfish and the 
drinks to pair with them.

It wouldn’t be spring-
time in Katy without the 

annual Katy Jazz Festival, which we highlight on Page 
19. The festival brings together professional musicians 
from around the country, arts groups, students, the city 
and the Katy ISD Education Foundation.

We also report this month on a proposal—still in 
the feasibility study phase—for a 107-mile highway 
called Highway 36a, which could someday cross our 
area. At least one projection of the path of the road has 

it crossing through some of the Katy Prairie Conser-
vancy’s 20,000 acres. It is still in the earliest of stages, so 
there is still time for residents to get involved.  

There are other key decisions residents of the Katy 
area must make in upcoming months. Seven candidates 
are running for three open positions on the Katy ISD 
School Board. Our election guide on Page 10 introduces 
you to the candidates on the ballot May 10.

We’re proud that this spring the Katy edition of Com-
munity Impact Newspaper continues to bloom. Please 
take time to thank the advertisers that you see in the 
paper. They play a key part in helping to get the hyper-
local and relevant news we strive to include here, to over 
86,000 homes and businesses in the Katy area for free. 

How do you believe education should 
be structured and funded? 

                33.96%      Public schools funded by property

                               22.64%  Public schools funded by another 

                             20.75%   Vouchers to be used at any type of
  

                     15.10%   Only privately funded schools,
      

            7.55%   Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected  
Feb. 26–March 18, 2014

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

Kelly Hammons
GENERAL MANAGER

khammons@impactnews.com

Visit our newest location: 8470 Highway 6 North (at West Road) 
Houston, Tx 77095 • 281.949.3799

Cy-Fair Hospital now has 6 locations to serve  
your Emergency and Urgent Care needs.

EMERGENCY CARE
10655 Steepletop Drive, F.M. 1960 near Jones Road 
27126 Hwy. 290 at Mueschke Road 
7015 Barker Cypress at F.M. 529
8470 Hwy. 6 North at West Road
URGENT CARE
9110 Barker Cypress at West Road
14044 Spring Cypress at Grant Road www.CyFairERandUrgentCare.com
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NEW HEADQUARTERS COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

Community Impact Newspaper moved into its state-of-the-
art corporate headquarters, located at 16225 Impact Way 
in Pflugerville, in December. A grand opening celebration 
that includes city and business leaders of the Central Texas 
area is set for March 27. Pflugerville Mayor Jeff Coleman 
and Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell will speak during the week 
to celebrate Community Impact Newspaper serving its 
communities for more than eight years.

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS
Last month we wrote about increasing interest in charter 
schools as an alternative to traditional public schools in the 
Katy area. We asked readers about how they believed edu-
cation should be structured locally. 

taxes

source besides property taxes 

school, funded by property taxes 

no property taxes 
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL
What aspect of the proposed Highway 36a 
concept is the highest priority for you?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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location at 10705 Spring Green. The 
restaurant is known for its $5 Hot-N-
Ready carry-out pizza. 281-392-3433. 
www.littlecaesars.com

5  Adults and children as young as 18 
months can learn a new language at 
Crossing Borders Language Center, 
at 2501 S. Mason Road, Ste. 215, in the 
Great Southwest Equestrian Center. 
Languages offered include English, 
Spanish, French and Mandarin. 
832-437-9864. www.crossingborders 
languages.com/katy-tx

6  Area residents seeking tattoo removal 
services can make an appointment at 
Rewind Laser Clinic, now open at 24433 
I-10, Ste. 400. Procedures are overseen by 
Dr. Lane Graves and performed by laser 
technicians with an expertise in tattoo 
removal. 1-855-739-4638.  
www.rewindlasterclinic.com

7  Spring Green Pet Clinic opened in 
February at 10705 Spring Green Blvd., 
Ste. 400. Dog and cat owners can bring 
their pets in for routine wellness and sick 
care. Services available include surgery, 
dentalwork, laboratory work and X-rays.  
281-398-1551. www.katyvet.com/
locations/spring-green-pet-clinic

8  Sandwich chain Firehouse Subs has 
opened a new Katy location at 20900 
I-10. Firehouse serves hot sandwiches 
made fresh. Dine-in, take-out and 
catering are available. 832-321-5145. 
www.firehousesubs.com

9  Area residents in need of weekend 
and evening medical care can visit Next 
Level Urgent Care, now open at 10705 
Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 600. The clinic 
features on-site X-rays and heated leather 
exam tables. Some discount services are 
available to the uninsured and patients 
with high deductibles. 281-907-9646. 
www.nextlevelurgentcare.com

10  CR Smiles Dental Arts at 10605 
Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 500 is now 
open. Dentists perform general dentistry 

Now Open

1  Denman Trading Company opened 
in December at 5604 First St., Ste. 
102. Shoppers can find antiques and 
collectibles, including baseball cards 
and vinyl records. Items in the store are 
available for sale and trade. 
512-638-0321.
www.facebook.com/denmantradingco

2  A combination Dunkin Donuts/
Baskin Robbins is now open at 3061 
N. Fry Road. The restaurant offers a 
complete menu of Dunkin Donuts coffee 
and baked goods as well as Baskin-
Robbins ice cream products. 
281-578-3047. www.dunkindonuts.com, 
www.baskinrobbins.com

3  Vision Inspired Eye Care opened 

March 19 at 10605 Spring Green Blvd., 
Ste. 400. The primary care optometry 
office specializes in addressing vision 
needs and minor ocular diseases. 
Contact lens fittings and glasses are 
available in the office. 281-394-2877. 
www.visioninspiredeyecare.com

4  Little Caesar’s, America’s largest 
pizza chain, has opened a new Katy 
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services, including cleaning, fillings, 
implants and cosmetic dentistry.  
281-394-9600. www.crsmileskaty.com

11  Area residents who want a variety 
of food choices under one roof can visit 
the combination Luby’s/Fuddrucker’s, 
now open at 24033 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 
Luby’s offers cafeteria-style dining with 
a variety of meats, sides and vegetables. 
Fuddrucker’s specializes in made-to-
order burgers. 281-712-8027. 
www.lubys.com, www.fuddruckers.com

12  Apartment-hunters can now lease at 
The District at Westborough, a gated 
luxury apartment community located 
at 1550 Westborough Drive. Property 
amenities include a yoga studio, golf 
simulator, dog park and concierge 
service. Individual units feature 
Whirlpool appliances, walk-in closets 
and in-unit washer and dryers.  
877-596-6457. www.districtat 
westborough.com/katy-apartments/
district-at-westborough

13  Barbecue fans can visit Chuckwagon 
BBQ and Burgers, at 4031 FM 1463, 
Ste. 50, for dine-in or carry-out. Menu 
options include burgers, sandwiches, 
baked potatoes and salads. Chopped 
beef, brisket, pulled pork, chicken and 
sausage can be added to any salad and 
potato. 281-394-7784.

14  Bubble Buddies Grooming is now 
open at 1025 S. Mason Road, Ste. 60.. 
Pet owners can take their dogs and cats 
for basic or detailed grooming packages. 
Grooming services include bathing, 
teeth brushing, nail trimming and ear 
cleaning. Pet supplies are also sold on-
site. 281-391-9483

15  Area residents experiencing pest 
problems can visit Solutions at 1107 S. 
Mason Road. The staff trains customers 
how to use the pest control equipment 
and supplies for sale in the store so 
customers can manage pest problems on 
their own. They also educate customers 
on the household pests and provide in-

store insect identification. 713-955-0931. 
www.solutionsstores.com

16  Palio’s Pizza is now open at 1025 
S. Mason Road, Ste. 120. All pizzas are 
made-to-order with fresh ingredients 
and kosher meat selections. Dine-in, 
carry-out and delivery are available. 
281-398-5255. www.paliospizza.com

Coming Soon

17  Katy Landscaping will open its 
new design center at 26717 Westheimer 
Parkway May 17. Area residents can 
request landscaping services from tree 
trimmings and power washing to custom 
fountains and putting greens. The new 
design center will include a gift shop and 
offer classes and birthday parties.  
281-769-7461. www.katylandscaping.com

18  Popular Swedish clothing chain 
H&M will open its third Houston 
location at the Katy Mills Mall this 
summer. The location will measure 
23,000 square feet and offer men’s, 
women’s and children’s apparel.  
www.hm.com/us

19  BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse 
will be opening a location at 20536 I-10, 
between Westgreen Blvd. and Fry Road. 
Known for their handcrafted beers, BJ’s 
menu also includes burgers, sandwiches 
and salads. www.bjsrestaurants.com

Expansions

20  Hauerland’s at 1648 S. Mason Road 
is expanding. The store has acquired an 
additional 2,400 feet of space. The added 
space will allow the store to increase its 
product lines, adding to its Pandora and 
Brighton jewelry collections. Work on 
the expansion is currently underway and 
should be completed in April. 281-395-4595. 
www.facebook.com/hauerlands

Anniversaries

21  Russo’s New York Pizzeria, at 
20900 I-10 Ste. L, is celebrating its 10th 

anniversary as well as the completion of 
some renovations. Work began on the 
newly refurbished interior in October 
and was completed in early January. The 
new look includes a craft beer bar and 
an outdoor seating area. 281-599-7492. 
www.nypizzeria.com

Closings

22  After four years in business, Paper 
Lane Stationery and Gifts, Too!, at 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., is closing its 
doors April 30. All in-stock merchandise 
will be marked down beginning 
immediately. All sales will be final, and 
no merchandise can be held for a later 
purchase. Custom orders can be placed 
until March 30. 281-395-0010. 
www.paperlanestationery.com

In the News

23  Emerald Homes has opened Phase 
I of Marshall Oaks, a new residential 
development at Gaston Road and Falcon 
Landing Boulevard. 

Available floor plans vary in size from 
2,911 to 4,150 square feet. Prices range 
from the $450,000s to the $550,000s. 
Community residents will have access 
to a pier, a picnic pavilion and a walking 
trail with the Marshall Mansion as a 
scenic focal point. 

24  Avalon at Spring Green, a gated 
residential community at 2600 Katy 
Flewellen Road, developed by Coventry 
Homes and Taylor Morrison, is 
celebrating its grand opening through 
April 30. The community is offering 
specials and incentives to buyers during 
this period.

There are 200 home sites in the new 
development, which range in price 
from the $400,000s to the $700,000s. 
Avalon at Spring Green’s features include 
waterfront properties, walking trails, an 
open-air pavilion and a putting green.

Students who live in the community 
will be zoned to Woodcreek Elementary, 
Woodcreek Junior High and Katy High 
School. News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by: Nick Cenegy and Kelli Ainsworth

Little Caesars, Spring Green Pet Clinic and Next 
Level Urgent Care recently opened in the Plazas 
Cinco Ranch Southwest Shopping Center. 

4

Technicians at Rewind Laser Clinic specialize in 
tattoo removal. The clinic opened at 24433 I-10.  

6

Firehouse Subs franchise owner Taha Mohamed 
opened the shop at 20900 I-10. 

8
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Denman Trading Company, in downtown Katy, 
offers a variety of collectibles to buy, sell or trade. 
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www.PREMIERPTstudio.com | call (281) 394-5562 | We guarantee results!

27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #600 
Katy, TX 

complimentary personal training 
session with Carl which includes:
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Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy-Gaston Rd. 
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CVS

• discussing goals
• completing initial fitness assessment

• workout for your fitness level
• spa stretch 

• workout plan to implement today!

Life changing results!
Wonderful lifestyle!

Euphoric feeling 
every session!

We Offer

We look forward to meeting you very soon!  

Youth Athletic 
Summer Camps, 
Register Now!

Now offering 
Private Pilates!  
Call for details.
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Back and Neck Pain Seminar

TueSday, aPril 22 
6–8 P.M.

Houston Methodist West Hospital
Mesquite Conference Room

YOUR BACK OR NECK PAIN  
IS UNIQUE TO YOU.  
SHOuldN’T yOur TreaTMeNT Be, TOO?

Join us for a free educational seminar  
to hear from a comprehensive team of  
world-class spine specialists and learn  
about leading-edge imaging, treatment  
and rehabilitative technologies.

Attendance to the seminar is free;  
however, registration is required.  
To register, call 832.522.5522 or visit  
houstonmethodist.org/spine-seminar.

 18500 Katy Freeway 
Houston,  Texas 77094 
832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/spine-seminar
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New life imagined for property at 
I-10 and the Grand Parkway

Two Katy councilmen keep seats, Dowdle replaces Gore

By Kelli Ainsworth 
Parkside Capital, a Houston-based 

developer, has purchased a 124-acre piece 
of property at the intersection of I-10 and 
the Grand Parkway. The site, formerly 
owned by Simon Property Group, will 
be a mixed-use development known as 
Verde Parc. Specific plans for Verde Parc 
are still in the making, though Parkside 
has already begun preparing the site for 
construction.

Dan Moody, vice president of Parkside 
Capital, said they are in the process of 
consulting with a wide range of com-
panies to determine how to best use the 
space.

“We’ve teamed up with some groups 
in Houston that are helping us create a 
vision for the site,” Moody said.

Parkside has begun clearing the site in 
anticipation of construction. Preparations 
include building roads throughout the site 
and connecting utilities. Moody antici-
pates completing this phase of construc-
tion by early 2015. 

There are many possibilities for use of 
the development, including office space, 
retail shops, restaurants, hotels, medical 
facilities and single and multifamily hous-
ing. The company hopes to begin selling 

space in Verde Parc by this time next year. 
The location, at the intersection of two 

major highways, is easily accessible to 
residents of Katy, Cypress, Sugar Land, 
The Woodlands and Houston. This 
makes Verde Parc attractive to corpo-
rations in search of new office space, 
Moody said.

“This is a very strategically located site,”  
Moody said. “We think there’s a good 
chance if there are any corporate users 
out there that are looking to relocate or 
develop a campus, that we’ll be pretty well 
located to pick anybody up.”

Some area businesses hope that Verde 
Parc will fill the void that was left when 
Simon abandoned its plans to build a 1.1 
million-square-foot open-air shopping 
center, which was set to open in 2008. 
Simon’s proposed development, The 
Grand, intended to “bring upscale shop-
ping to a wide variety of affluent custom-
ers,” according to plans on the website of 
the scrapped development. 

This made property around the site 
appealing to businesses, said Robert 
Reynolds, owner of the Red Robin’s Katy 
franchise.

“Previously we thought that Simon was 
going to build a mall, and that’s one of the 

reasons we located there,” he said. “We 
are happy to see more business [coming 
to] the area.” 

Cara Macies, manager of the La Mad-
eleine, off Grand Parkway, also welcomes 
the new development.

“It will only bring more to the area,” 
Macies said.

Both Macies and Reynolds do not antic-
ipate Verde Parc construction disrupting  

business. Both La Madeline and Red 
Robin felt the impact of construction on 
the toll road and Grand Parkway, Macies 
said her business fell 6 percent during toll 
road construction, but neither anticipates 
problems from work on Verde Parc. 

“We look forward to it being built out 
and complete so we can build our lunch 
business to those folks that are working in 
that area,” Reynolds said.

By Nick Cenegy 
Katy City Council, at its March 10 

regular meeting, confirmed the election of 
three unopposed council candidates and 
cancelled the planned May 10 election. 

Councilman At Large Steve Pierson and 
Councilman Ward A Charles Brawner 
will continue in their positions for another 
two-year term. 

Durran Dowdle, operations and main-
tenance manager for a large construction 
firm in Houston, will fill the Councilmem-
ber Ward B seat vacated by Larry Gore, a 
position Gore held since 2008. 

Dowdle ran against Gore and ran unsuc-
cessfully in 2006 for the at large position. 

“It feels quite good not to have to run 
a campaign,” Dowdle said. “It’s enjoyable 
to get out into the community and talk to 
people but it is a huge commitment.”

Dowdle will be sworn in after the 
election May 10. He said the mayor has a 
couple of projects for him already. 

Generally, he intends to focus on what 
the city is doing with infrastructure. 

“There is a lot of growth going on, and 
we need to manage that responsibly,” he 
said. “We also need to continue to give 

back to the citizens as we grow.” 
Steve Pierson, a retired sergeant for the 

Harris County Sheriff’s Department, was 
elected to the at large position in May 2012. 
Before that he was Council member Ward 
B from 2002 to 2008 and mayor pro tem 
from 2007 to 2008. 

Charles “Chuck” Brawner was elected 
in May of 2013 to finish the term of Carol 
Adams, who resigned to run against Fabol 
Hughes for mayor. Brawner is the chief of 
the Spring Branch ISD police department, 
and has about 45 years of law enforcement 
experience. 

BRIEFS
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Terms & Compensation

Meetings

Councilmembers serve two-year terms and 
can serve a maximum of three. They are 

paid $929.62 per month. There are two from 
Ward A, two from Ward B and one At Large. 

The council meets at 6:30 p.m. the second 
and fourth Monday of the month. 

Katy City Hall
910 Ave. C • (281) 391-4800

Source: city of Katy

KATY CITY COUNCIL

VERDE PARC
124 ACRES
VERDE PARC
124 ACRES

Map not to scale

KATY CITY COUNCILKATY CITY COUNCIL

Terms & Compensation

Meetings

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes 
China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore  

Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger 
Loila • Maximal Art  

Lenny & Eva • Marianna Jewelry  
Waxing Poetic  • Department 56

Come see Brighton’s 
newest collection

Pandora Mother’s Day 2014 
Forever in my Heart

Forever in my Heart 
Gift Set - $200. 
One Sterling Silver clasp 
bracelet, one “mother’s 
heart” charm and two clear 
“cosmic stars” clips in a 
porcelain box
(retail value of $250)

Limited Edition Pandora 
“Vintage Heart” charm*
*While supplies last. See 
store for details.

Limited Edition Pandora 
“Circle of Love” bangle*
*While supplies last. See 
store for details.
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The property was formerly 
owned by Simon, which 

abandoned plans to build 
a 1.1 million-square-foot 

open-air shopping center. 

Parkside Capital 
purchases the site and 

begins clearing the land in 
preparation of developing 

Verde Parc.  

Parkside Capital  
anticipates completing  

the initial phases of  
construction on Verde 

Parc by early 2015. 

Property dormant for about 6 
years is once again the hub of 

development activity. Parkside Capital 
is clearing the 124-acre area near the 

intersection of the Grand Parkway and I-10 
with plans to develop a multi-use site, 
which could house retail shops, office 

space, hotels and restaurants.

CINEMARK
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Discover the new community located right in the heart of Katy: Falls 
at Green Meadows.

- Exceptional Katy ISD Schools, including Katy High School 
- Luxury new homes by two of the nation’s leading home builders
- Outstanding amenities, including a recreation center with pool,   
  walking trails, lakes, and playground
- Quick and easy access to I-10 and the new Grand Parkway, now   
  open to Highway 290!

Situated on the site of the former Green Meadows golf course, this 
neighborhood has unique beauty and character. Now is the time to 
visit and find your new home.
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Katy City
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FallsatGreenMeadows.com
FriendswoodDevelopment.com

New Homes from the $300s
Lennar 

281-769-4237

Meritage Homes 

832-425-8346

NEW Model Homes  
NOW OPEN

billiardfactory.com

12740 S Kirkwood
Stafford, tX 77477
281-494-4567

888-647-6611  |  four Houston locations  |  auStin • dallaS • HouSton • San antonio

Prices starting $229.00

Introducing the Royal Collection

sigtheater.com
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DEVELOPMENT

Residents prefer traditional 
building for new city hall

Boardwalk, 
convention 
center on 
horizon

By Nick Cenegy
Almost twice as many Katy 

residents want their city to look 
more like a country and western 
song than a classical symphony 
and very few want it to resemble 
rock and roll, according to the 
results of a recent survey meant 
to help architects design a new 
City Hall. 

The survey, which was mailed 
to about 4,000 households in the 
city limits—of which 439 people 
responded—asked a variety of 
questions meant to gain a better 
understanding of the prefer-
ences of city residents and busi-
ness owners. 

“Really what we’re trying to 
do is get information that will 
help us design a good build-
ing for you,” said Greg Turner, 
principal at Turner Duran, the 
architectural firm that coordi-
nated the survey. 

Turner presented the results 
of the survey to a small crowd 
in the City Council chambers 
March 10 before the regularly 
scheduled council meeting. 

“When this building was 
built, back about 40 years ago, 
there were 3,000 people in the 
city,” Turner said. “Now there 
are about 15,000, and with 
future developments to the 
north and west, that will likely 
grow to something like 30,000 
in the not too distant future.”

The unscientific survey 
and presentation are part of 
the process that architects 
go through for planning and 
designing buildings. Turner said 
he and his partner, Jack Duran, 
would leave the meeting with 
the basic direction they needed 
to begin actually designing 

By Nick Cenegy
The city of Katy, in concert 

with the Katy Development 
Authority, is exploring the pur-
chase of 46 acres of land on the 
south side of Katy Mills Mall with 
plans to build a boardwalk and 
convention center. 

“It is really going to bring some 
people down there and dress up 
the mall a little bit,” Katy Mayor 
Fabol Hughes said. 

The city is in the process of 
negotiating the purchase of the 
land and deciding how best to 
fund the purchase.  

“We’re in the planning stages,” 
Hughes said. “We have a land 
planner looking at it. We’ve just 
got some preliminary designs.”

The KDA plans to use METRO 
and Hotel Occupancy Tax money 
to build the convention center. 
Officials hope to attract a hotel 
and several restaurants to the site 
as well.  

Hughes said the hotel and 
convention center would com-
plement an adjacent 80-acre 
wetland, which will have a 2-mile 
boardwalk with jogging trail and 
observation deck.

“The wetland is naturally filled 
with water so it stays full all of the 
time,” he said. “It is really going 
to be an asset to the area.”

Work on making the area into 
a park is likely going to start this 
summer. The convention center 
will follow later, he said. 

“We’re not to the point that we 
can vote on it yet,” Hughes said. 
“We have to purchase the land.” 

the $6 million project, which 
is targeted for completion and 
occupancy in late 2015. 

“What we’re trying to do is to 
figure out just how traditional 
or modern in design appeal the 
citizens are,” he said. 

In one survey question, 
architects included exterior 
pictures of iconic buildings 
that represent various styles of 
architecture and asked residents 
which they prefer. By a large 
margin—78 percent to 2 per-
cent—respondents preferred a 
traditional over a modern style. 
The image that was used for the 
“traditional” example was The 
Rotunda at the University of 
Virginia—a white-columned, 
red brick structure designed by 
Thomas Jefferson.  

For as traditional as the 
aesthetic tastes of the city’s 
residents were, however, they 
want something different from 
the style of structures that exist 
downtown, Turner said. 

Still, residents were not ready 
to scrap all of the downtown 
structures. When asked what 
downtown structures they 
considered “sacred” and that 
they might like to keep intact, 
about half named the city’s 
water tower, city hall annex, rice 
driers and the park-like atmo-
sphere of Harvest Plaza. 

That question was not 
multiple choice, Turner said. 
Residents were asked to write in 
answers and many identified the 
same things, he said. 

Architects also brought in a 
computer rendering—meant 
as a conversation starter more 
than a real example of the 

Dr. Mary Sue Harrison, Au.D. 
& Patricia Listi MCD, CCC-A

Diagnostic & Hearing aid services

FREE HEARING 
SCREENINGS 

Call for your appointment today

281.578.7500
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Suite 105 Katy, TX 77450281.578.7500 • www.tohear.com
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Lifestyle Focused Hearing Aid 
Consultation

future design—that showed 
the proposed half block loca-
tion between avenues D and C, 
immediately across the street 
from City Hall. 

The rendering orients the 
main entrance of a three-story 
building toward Avenue C. 
Turner said the architects have 
been reminded by residents and 
business owners that Avenue D 
is actually the street that gets 
more traffic. 

“We realized that it needs to 
have two good-looking sides,” 
he said. 

There are also many questions 
that, at such an early stage, have 
not yet been addressed. Council 
members pointed to the need 
for an aesthetically pleasing yet 
functional building. 

“The only concern I have, that 
I also brought up in some of 
the earlier conversations, is that 
plans for this facility would also 
include public works,” Coun-
cilman Chuck Brawner said. 
“There are about 10 city vehicles 
that park behind City Hall right 
now. I feel there needs to be 
another place for them to park 
so that the City Hall parking 
isn’t cluttered with our white 
vehicles.”

Turner said that such 

concerns would be addressed 
during the site-planning phase 
of the project. 

In initial discussions, current 
city operations would take up 
roughly two floors of the three-
story building. The third floor, 
or a similar amount of empty 
space, would be reserved for 
future growth.  

“I just think it’s real impor-
tant that when we do finally 
get to a point where we can say 
‘let’s go, build it,’ that we plan 
for the future and have adequate 
room to grow,” Councilman Bill 
Lawton said. 

The preliminary concept 
would convert the building 
holding the council chambers 
into a community center-type 
venue to take advantage of 
its wiring and technological 
resources, City Finance Director 
Byron Hebert said. 

The exterior of the building 
would be reworked so that its 
façade matched the new City 
Hall. There is also a plan to turn 
the city annex into a visitor 
center, he said. A park would 
replace other parts of the pres-
ent building. 

“After tonight we’re going 
to really start getting into the 
design,” Turner said.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
ON THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLING OF CITY HALLON THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLING OF CITY HALL

TRADITIONAL IN-BETWEEN MODERN

Respondents to a recent survey conducted by architectural firm Turner 
Duran overwhelmingly prefer a traditional architectural style for the new City 

Hall building. The $6 million project is slated for completion in late 2015.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
ON THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLING OF CITY HALLON THE ARCHITECTURAL STYLING OF CITY HALL

TRADITIONAL IN-BETWEEN MODERN
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Ashley Vann
Homemaker and volunteer 
www.votevann.com
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POSITION 3 POSITION 5

KATY ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Years in Katy Area: more than 20

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected? 
   Growth should be the school board’s number one 
priority. Trustees need to do a better job at listening 
to members of the community in regard to growth. 
By growth, I do not mean just putting up walls and 
facilities. I mean in the classroom. 
   Safety is a constant concern. The new plans for 
transportation and a possible multi-bell schedule 
are being discussed with the safety of the students 
in mind. Safe learning environments are key to a 
successful education as well. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
My involvement and investment in the district is 
a key ingredient that is missing on the current 
board. I have spent thousands of hours volunteering 
across the entire Katy ISD community and have 
been a part of many different facets of the district. 
I have three children, two nephews and a niece 
currently enrolled in this district, and I hope to one 
day have my future grandchildren attend school in 
this district. I know what Katy ISD has been, is now 
and can be—I want to be a part of it all. 

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
The growth is inevitable. People are moving to 
Katy for the schools. It is the role of a trustee to 
review, stay informed, question and approve or not 
approve plans presented by appointed committees 
and district employees. It would be my charge and 
commitment to listen to the Katy residents’ concerns 
and desires, plus stay educated in what’s best for 
our students, staff members and community. 

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
I am one of those residents. I work alongside 
members of this community every day and have a 
reading on the pulse of what is going on not only in 
the classroom, but also at the kitchen table. I am 
involved, informed and invested in KISD.

Bill Proctor*

Retired Educator 
www.billproctorrepresentingyouonthe 
kisdboard.wordpress.com

Cyndi Lawrence
Small business owner 
www.cyndilawrence4katy.com

Henry Dibrell*
Executive Director, Amobi Okoye 
Foundation 
www.votedibrell.com

Years in Katy Area: 9

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
   Katy ISD must keep up with its rapid growth while 
ensuring quality education at all campuses across 
the district. We need to make sure that we provide 
equally for all of them.
   We need to have additional opportunities in 
career and technical education. We can partner 
with our local community college while expanding 
the offerings at the Miller Career Center. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
I bring a unique set of talents to the KISD board. 
I have been a counselor, instructor, district 
administrator, educational researcher, and 
developed educational policies for all levels of 
education. My educational experiences will help 
Katy ISD address the challenges of the future. I 
have six nieces and nephews that attend Katy ISD 
schools.

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
We need to ensure that we are using all of our 
facilities wisely by continuing to first balance 
enrollments at existing schools before building 
new schools. We are currently facing a demand for 
additional facilities as we continue to grow. One 
of the most prevalent comments that I hear is that 
many of our schools are overcrowded.

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
I believe it is my responsibility to do what is in 
the best interest of the students, parents, and 
taxpayers of the district. It is important to listen to 
the public. I have held my own town hall meetings 
in an effort to listen to the public. A single board 
member cannot speak for the whole board but he 
or she can listen. My town hall meetings have been 
frowned upon by some board members. 

Years in Katy Area: 17

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
As a military mom of three, with one of my children 
currently serving in Afghanistan and the other two 
attending schools in Katy ISD, the education and 
safety of students in the district will always be a 
priority to me. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
Although their hearts are in the right place, I believe 
at times that the district’s priorities are not in the 
best interest for the education and safety of our 
kids. Three years ago Katy ISD laid off teachers 
and two years ago got rid of bus service in a 2 mile 
radius around schools only to push for a second 
stadium last year. Katy ISD families deserve more 
than a status quo candidate, and that is why I am 
running.  

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
Growth is essential to Katy, and I will always 
encourage other means of funding for future growth 
that will not increase Katy ISD property taxes. My 
“think outside of the box” mentality will help to 
achieve our growth goals without passing the bill 
to our children. I am mindful of the need to fund 
our schools because of our incredible growth here 
in Katy and will be proactive and not reactive on 
planning for our future.

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
As one of Katy ISD’s strongest opponents against 
the controversial 2013 $69 million bond. I will bring 
a fresh look at fiscal conservatism to Katy ISD by 
reminding the school district that the money comes 
from the taxpayers and that eduction should always 
be the priority.   

Years in Katy Area: 8

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
   We need to provide meaningful educational 
opportunities for every child by expanding the Miller 
Career Center with workforce-ready programs, 
initiating more JROTC programs on high school 
campuses to provide wider access, expanding 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(S.T.E.M.) opportunities and creating and sustaining 
an Early College High School where students can 
earn a high school diploma and an associate’s 
degree or college hours. 
   We also need to find creative ways, like “The 
Exchange,” to meet and hear from our community 
as well as continuing to attend district and 
community events to hear what is important to all 
district residents.

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
Over the past three years, I have worked hard 
to help ensure that every child in Katy ISD has 
an opportunity to succeed and accomplish their 
goals. We can’t guarantee equal outcomes, but we 
can work to guarantee equal opportunity. I want 
to continue to bring a fresh perspective, fresh 
ideas, and a positive, solutions-based approach to 
address the challenges ahead.

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
We must maintain our strong financial position by 
making informed, responsible financial decisions 
and work with the business community to expand 
our business tax base. 

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
For students we need to fight for academic 
achievement coupled with extracurricular programs 
to ensure student success. For the taxpayer, we 
need to strengthen Katy ISD financially and make 
responsible decisions with every dollar spent.
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KATY ISD ELECTION DATES:
Early voting by personal appearance: weekdays April 28–May 6, 7 a.m.–6 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 3, 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
Branch early voting: April 28–May 1 - Seven Lakes H.S.  May 2–6 - Morton 
Ranch H.S. (excluding Sunday), 7 a.m.–6 p.m.
Election Day: May 10, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

POSITION 4

KATY ISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES POLLING LOCATIONS

Jennifer Camero
Former Houston city councilwoman 
www.facebook.com/jennifer.camero 
4equalityinschools

Courtney Doyle
Homemaker 
www.doyle4kisd.com

Terry Huckaby*

Teacher / Private business owner 
www.terryhuckaby.com

Unlike previous years, Katy ISD will 
hold school board elections with its own 
polling equipment this year. 

The district initially planned to open 
four early and 10 Election Day voting 
locations, and keep two machines in 
reserve for both. The school board voted, 
however, during its Feb. 24 regular 
meeting, to use one of the two early 
voting reserve machines and split its time 
between Seven Lakes High School and 
Morton Ranch High School. The move 
is an attempt to add additional early 
voting opportunities for residents in both 
the northern and southern parts of the 
district. 

District officials will station the polling 
equipment at Seven Lakes High School 
for the first four days of early voting, 
beginning April 28 and then move the 
same equipment to Morton Ranch High 
School for the remaining four days. 

The other early voting locations 
are the district’s Education Support 
Complex, Cinco Ranch High School, Wolfe 
Elementary and Taylor High School. 

The early voting machines and the 
Election Day machines cannot be 
interchanged, said Bill Haskett, director 
of community education and special 
projects.

EARLY VOTING ACCOUNTS FOR 

ABOUT 50%
OF THE TOTAL VOTES FOR AN ELECTION

KATY ISD VOTING 
MACHINES COST ABOUT 

$22,000 EACH

8 MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICTS
asked Katy ISD to conduct their elections. The 
district collects a fee from the MUDs, which 

help offset its own expenses. 

ELECTION DAY: 5/10

Candidate answers have been edited to fit 
the allotted space. To read the complete 
responses, visit impactnews.com/kty

Years in Katy Area: 2

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
   My first priority would be to revisit the bus 
transportation cuts which affected more than 6,000 
students nearly two years ago. I would revisit the 
issue until it is reinstated. This continues to be 
important to parents, and I am passionate about it.
   Secondly there should be more channels of 
effective communication with parents and the 
community. I don’t believe the district is doing an 
adequate job of communicating with the public. The 
failed 2013 bond referendum is one example. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
I am running to bring change and a new voice for 
the people. Even though the members of the board 
represent the community at large, I think to fully 
understand the needs of the underrepresented 
areas (north Katy), one must live in the area. Also, 
since north Katy is projected to be part of the new 
growth in the coming years, it would be beneficial 
to have a resident of that area on the board. 

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
I think to successfully implement change and 
expand the district’s school inventory you must 
include those who the change will affect. I would 
set up public meetings to present proposed 
locations, designs, costs, etc. and solicit feedback.  
Once a school location is determined, community 
input should be solicited as soon as possible to 
begin the process of rezoning. The sooner you 
begin tackling the challenge at hand, with the 
inclusion of community, the easier the transition 
will be for everyone, especially students.  

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
I want to address the inequities across schools.  I 
think all students should have equal educational 
opportunities. I will also be an advocate for 
transparency. The board needs to be more open 
and transparent with matters affecting the district. 

Years in Katy Area: 5 and a half

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
My No. 1 priority is the kids of Katy ISD.  With six 
children of my own, I know what quality education 
and extracurricular opportunities can do for a 
child as they prepare for their future. Embracing 
the growth that is before us in the most fiscally 
responsible way and communication are also top 
priorities for me. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
When we moved to Katy, I made a promise to my 
kids that I would work to make their schools the 
best around. After spending the past five years 
serving in leadership roles at their schools, I have 
decided it is time to share my leadership, love of 
children and education on a broader scale. I believe 
there is an opportunity to add another woman’s 
voice to the board, a voice that represents the 
moms, the “new” families in the area and a voice 
that will pay it forward in honor of the families that 
had the vision to make Katy what it is today. 

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
We are growing at warp speed, and there is no way 
to stop that. As a district, we must be proactive. 
I would like to help rebuild trust so that the board 
can work with the community to handle this growth 
in the most fiscally responsible manner. What used 
to be a small town with great schools is now a large 
town with many more great schools. I believe trust, 
transparency and partnership will maintain the 
“small town” feel in a “big town” reality. 

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
 I live it! I have children in the district at all levels— 
one graduate and one in preschool. I will continue 
to be invested in the district and community for 
many years to come. My leadership roles have 
afforded me the opportunity to hear the community 
and their desires for our district. I am committed 
to making a difference. That can only happen with 
quality leaders with good communication skills.

Years in Katy Area: 16

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
Growth and expansion are key issues from the 
district’s viewpoint. From the residents’, parents’ 
and taxpayers’ viewpoint, communication and 
information are key issues. We have to find a way to 
get information to everyone and not just parents—
even if it means the district becomes the media 
center for the community.

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office? 
The same reason that I ran the first time: to 
give back to the community that I live in and to 
share my knowledge of the education system 
to make Katy ISD the best district in Texas. I 
bring experience to the position that neither my 
opponents nor anyone else on the board currently 
has. As an educator, I live this job every day. I have 
worked at all levels of the education spectrum as 
a teacher and administrator for 23 years. I know 
the daily operations and functions of the business 
of education. I want to ensure that the students 
and teachers of Katy ISD have a safe and positive 
environment to learn and work in. 

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected? 
I have appointed three people to the bond 
committee who will provide me feedback as the 
process takes place and I can give advice to them 
as well. I plan to use this information to keep the 
community informed of the process as we move 
forward.

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
We are elected by the people to oversee the 
functioning of the district. We, as trustees, are 
also responsible to the district. The board’s 
responsibilities are often the biggest misconception 
of the job. We do not have much to do with the daily 
operations of the school district except in setting 
the guidelines, goals and policies of the operation 
that the superintendent then implements. 

*Incumbent

For Election Day polling locations visit: 
www.katyisd.org
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TOMOSYNTHESIS

IS A WORD
YOU NEED TO

KNOW

Book your time online for the latest  
in early breast cancer detection.

Breast tomosynthesis is an innovative, FDA-approved digital 

technology that helps your physician detect smaller tumors 

sooner – at the earliest stages of breast cancer. The 3-D imaging 

capability of tomosynthesis enables radiologists to see “inside” 

the breast, resulting in improved accuracy in screening for and 

pinpointing lesions.

For the location nearest you, visit memorialhermann.org

Talia Trails
From the $600s – 281 759 8500
Luxury Patio Homes

Cinco Ranch
Sagewood – From the $500s
Ironwood Estates – From the $700s
281 392 8255

Cross Creek Ranch
Heron Lakes – From the $600s
The Lakes at Cross Creek Ranch –
From the $700s
713 452 1350

BUILD ON YOUR LOT
From the $400s without lot
GREATER HOUSTON – 281 356 5339

1

2

3

PARTNERS IN BUILDING has always been a part of Houston’s growth to 
the west, and offers five neighborhoods in three distinctive communities. 

Talia Trails is a luxury, patio home community in close proximity to the Energy 
Corridor. It is a great option for a low-maintenance lifestyle that’s a little closer 
to the heart of the city. We also have two neighborhoods in Cinco Ranch, and 
two neighborhoods in Cross Creek Ranch. Both of these communities are 
in the Katy ISD, and offer the renowned schools that helped fuel the growth 
in this sector of the city.  PARTNERS IN BUILDING is your go-to luxury 
builder throughout the west part of town.

1
23 1093

LUXURY. CUSTOM. WEST HOUSTON. 
WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

VISIT US TODAY 
AND WE’LL PAY 
FOR THE GAS.
Receive a $25 Gas Card when you 
mention this ad on your first visit 
to any of our Sales Counselors.
1 card per customer.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+



Katy Edition • March 2014 NEWS  13

FROM THE WEB
Abridged stories from our market website, impactnews.com/kty

Torchy’s Tacos coming to LaCenterra this summer
By Nick Cenegy

Austin-based Torchy’s Tacos is bring-
ing its first suburban Houston location 
to LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch this 
summer. The restaurant, which built a 
loyal customer following from humble 
roots in a food trailer, serves signature 
gourmet tacos and has three other 
Houston area restaurant locations inside 
Loop 610.

“Our success in Houston-proper 
paired with the vision for LaCenterra 
made the decision for Katy a pretty 
easy one,” said Michael Rypka, Torchy’s 
Tacos founder and vice president of 
culinary and marketing. “We couldn’t 
be more excited to join so many other 
great brands in Cinco Ranch.”

The company signed a lease with Vista 
Equities Group for a 3,886-square-foot 
space by the West Lake of LaCenterra, 
near the entrance of Commercial Center 
Boulevard.

Torchy’s is open for breakfast, 

TOP 5 WEB STORIES
Most read Web stories from 2/18/14–3/17/14

1  Growth in Katy, Fulshear meeting in the middle

2  Wal-Mart to build supercenter on FM 1463

3  Katy area Costco to open Feb. 6

4  Costco targets Katy for new location

5  Growing interest in charter schools as an 
alternative to traditional public education

By Shawn Arrajj
Work is beginning on the 806 acres 

of land within the Bridgeland master-
planned community as a part of 
upcoming neighborhood Hidden Creek. 
The Howard Hughes Corporation, the 
company behind the development of 
Bridgeland, announced March 6 that 
work will commence on the new neigh-
borhood immediately.

Hidden Creek—which will be the 
final neighborhood developed in Lake-
land Village—is expected to spur inter-
est in home buyers, said Peter Hough-
ton, vice president of master-planned 
communities with the Howard Hughes 
Corporation.

“We really think Hidden Creek is 
the best thing we’ve done to date,” 

Houghton said. “We’ve had a lot of time 
to prepare and plan. We’re very excited 
to finally get going on that with the 
developer.”

The first lots will come online in 
early June, which is when people can 
start contracting to build, Houghton 
said. The first houses will likely be built 
toward the end of the summer.

The demand for lots in Bridgeland 
remains intense, with more than 400 
people on a waiting list to develop a 
home in the community. As the largest 
neighborhood in Bridgeland, Hidden 
Creek will offer 1,000 homesites. New 
luxury homes are expected to range in 
price from $200,000 to more than $1 
million.

“Our inventory had gotten so low 

Developers start work on Hidden Creek in Bridgeland

“I’ve been to the one in Rice Vil-
lage and was hoping to see one 
out here on the west side. The fact 
that one is going to be in LaCen-
terra just makes it even sweeter!”

—Doug

                     RECENT    
                COMMENT:

              READER FEEDBACK
In response to “Wal-Mart to build supercenter 
on FM 1463” (Feb. 7, 2014 web story) 

“We don’t want Wal-Mart to build 
at 1463 and 1093. Nor do we want 
the way the development is being 

planned. Change needs to happen. Please 
help us get the word out: https://www.face-
book.com/groups/stopwalmart1093.1463”

—James Murdoch

“...I hope TCEQ doesn’t make a 
decision that would allow Flewellen 
creek to be impacted, as the current 

proposal does indicate it wants greywater to 
go into the system. 

   The petition is over 1,100 signatures strong, 
and residents of Katy and Fulshear have a 
right to be heard, and we are communicating 
with our public officials. Our Facebook page 
is a tool to bring our community together, not 
the instrument for the change - you have to 
make change happen through action.”
   —Local resident

while we were waiting for a permit and 
plans to be approved for the new sec-
tion,” Houghton said. “It’s very good 
timing, with more people moving 
here with the opening of the Grand 
Parkway, to have this product coming 
online.”

The neighborhood will also feature 
142 acres of lakes and waterways, 
including a 1,000-foot-wide waterway 
along the south side, which Hough-
ton said is larger than any other lake 
at Bridgeland. It will also feature the 
27-acre Lakeland Village Park, which 
will include a dog park, basketball 
pavilion, skateboard park, heated lap 
pool for year-round use, spray park, 
playing fields, picnic areas and three 
miles of canoe trails.
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Mobile-friendly, online-exclusive news
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook
impactnews.com/kty-facebook

Follow us on Twitter
@impactnews_kty

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at
impactnews.com/e-newsletter

PASSION WEEK EXPERIENCE
Walk through the stations of the cross

WED-FRI • APR 16-18

EASTER CELEBRATION
SERVICES

FRI • APR 18 • 12PM
SAT • APR 19 • 6PM

SUN • APR 20 • 9:30 & 11AM

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH • DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR • 19449 KATY FWY • SECOND.ORG

lunch and dinner. Its distinctive menu 
includes tacos like the “Trailer Park,” 
which includes fried chicken, green 
chilies, lettuce, pico de gallo and cheese 
(or queso), and the “Brushfire,” which 
features Jamaican jerk chicken, grilled 
jalapeños, mango, sour cream and 
cilantro.
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281.517.8710

10 Making a Mark
Tradition Bank, Katy Visual and Performing Arts 

Center and the Periwinkle Foundation team up to present 
Making a Mark. The exhibition features art by children affected 
by blood disorders and cancer at Texas Children’s Cancer 
and Hematology Centers. Making a Mark opens at Tradition 
Bank at 1515 S. Grand Parkway on April 10 and moves to the 
KVPAC West Oak location at 2600 Highway 260 S., Ste. 504 
on April 17. Hours vary. Free. www.kvpac.org

10 Sheila Marshall in Concert
The LaCenterra Spring Concert Series begins with 

a performance from Sheila Marshall, a top 10 finalist on 
Nashville Star. The series continues April 17 with Latin music 
group Jalea and concludes April 24 with Sammy’s Handsome 
Impressive Trio. 6 p.m.-8 p.m. Free. LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. www.lacenterra.com

10 Diabetes Vendor Fair
Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital teams up with 

the Diabetes Support Group of Katy to host a vendor fair 
featuring products to help manage diabetes. Free samples 
and refreshments are available. 6:30–8 p.m. Free. Memorial 
Hermann Katy Hospital, 23900 I-10, Tiger Rooms.  
713-222-2272.  
www.memorialhermann.org/locations/katy/

12 Fest of Tails
Fest of Tails is held at Cross Creek Ranch as a part of 

the Johnson Development Corp. home show. Special activities 
include a kite demonstration and a performance by Houston 
Disc Dogs. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. Free. Cross Creek Ranch, Fulshear.

13 Second Annual Charity Masquerade Anti-
Prom for Chronically Ill Teens

Chronically ill high school-age teens and their guests can 
attend Mik’s Second Annual Charity Masquerade Anti-Prom. 
The anti-prom includes dinner, casino games, prizes and 
music. RSVP by April 1. 5:45 p.m.–9 p.m. Free. Maggiano’s 
Little Italy, 2019 Post Oak Blvd., Houston.  
www.mikshiddenhearts.org

22 Katy ISD Candidate Forum
Candidates for the Katy ISD School Board speak 

at a public forum hosted by Katy Parents of the Gifted and 
Talented. 7 p.m. Free. Katy ISD Educational Support Center, 
6301 S. Stadium Lane. 281-646-1793. www.kpgt.org

24 Jazz with a Latin Flair
Katy ISD Education Foundation hosts Jazz with a 

Latin Flair. Jazz artists in residence for the Katy Jazz Festival 
perform at the reception and dinner. All proceeds benefit the 
Katy ISD Education Foundation. 6:30 p.m. $75(Individual 
tickets), sponsorship packages are also available.  Palacio 
Maria, 21728 Highland Knolls.  
www.katyisdfoundation.org

26 Multi Family Garage Sale Fundraiser
Boy Scout Troop 1001 hosts a multifamily garage 

sale fundraiser. Items for sale include electronics, toys, 
bikes, clothing and household items. 11:30 a.m.–4p.m. 
Free. St. Edith Stein Catholic Church, 3311 N. Fry Road. 
troop1001bsa@gmail.com

29 Seven Lakes High School Choir Pop Show
Seven Lakes High School hosts its most popular 

choir show of the year. Soloists and ensembles from each 
of the school choirs perform pop songs. 7 p.m. Free. Seven 
Lakes High School Performing Arts Center, 9251 S. Fry Road. 
www.sevenlakeschoir.com

EGGstravaganza
Sugar Land hosts the 30th annual Easter egg 
hunt and festival. The event features a variety 

of family events, such as arts and crafts, water activities 
and carnival games. Visitors can have their picture 
taken with the Easter Bunny, and food and snacks are 
provided by the Sugar Land Lion’s Club. Noon–3 p.m. 
Free. Eldridge Park, 2511 Eldridge Road. 281-275-2825. 
www.sugarlandtx.gov

March

30 Crawfish Festival at No Label
The No Label Brewing Company hosts a Crawfish 

Festival, with crawfish from Texas Mesquite Grill. Runaway 
Sue Band and Bourbon Street Band perform live music. Kids 
and dogs are welcome.  Noon. $5 (entry) $10 (entry and two 
beers). No Label Brewing Company, 5351 1st Street, Katy. 
281-693-7545 www.nolabelbrew.com

April

01 April Pools Day
With summer only a few months away, families can 

learn about drowning prevention at April Pools Day, presented 
by Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital and Katy Aquatics. 
Information booths, games and demonstrations teach children 
about water safety and drowning prevention. 9:30 a.m.–11:30 
a.m. Free. Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital, 23900 I-10.  
713-222-2273

05 Houston’s Largest Home Tour
The Johnson Development Corporation holds its 

“Houston’s Largest Homes Tour” during the weekends of 
April. The event features more than 500 homes—including 
100 fully decorated model homes and 400 homes ready 
for move-in. Area communities include Cross Creek 
Ranch in Fulshear and Willow Creek Farms in Brookshire. 
(Saturdays) 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and (Sundays) noon–6 p.m. 
www.johnsondevelopment.com

05 Family Fun Run
Texas Children’s Hospital and the Houston Marathon 

Foundation are holding a Family Fun Run. The event is open to 
families and children of all abilities. Participants can choose to 
complete either a 1K or 3K course. 9 a.m. $15 (individual) $30 
(family) $50 (group). Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus, 
18200 I-10. www.texaschildrens.org
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Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the first Friday of  
the month.

Online Calendar
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The Limited Edition
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The Limited Edition owners Betsy and Harry Proctor restore, frame and sell a variety of original posters. 
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The Limited Edition
Couple is reviving the art of the poster

The front rooms of The Limited Edition 
Art and Antiques shop are an homage to 
things that have lasted through the ages. 
There is an eclectic mix of Victorian and 
Edwardian antiques, clusters of deli-
cate Lladro figurines, vintage toys and 
original pieces painted by co-owner Betsy 
Proctor in an American Folk Art style. 

At the back of the shop, however, there 
is a gallery of work that was never meant 
to last. Hanging on the high walls of a 
more than 1,500-square-foot space are 
dozens of vintage posters. 

“These posters were never meant to be 
long-lasting,” Harry Proctor said, gestur-
ing at the collection adorning the walls. 

The paper quality and the lack of care 
with which posters were often handled, 
shorten their lives. The art of poster mak-
ing, itself, is not what it once was.

One of the walls of the gallery features 
a collection of hauntingly evocative post-
ers from World War I and World War II; 
another displays one from 2001: A Space 
Odyssey and a variety of other classic 
films; yet another has a selection of quirky 
circus posters.

The Proctors specialize in preserving 
such images. They remove the acid in 
the paper, repair the tears, flatten out the 
folds, and touch up lines and blemishes.  

The fixes they make are not permanent 
because that would destroy the value as an 
original work, so glues and paints can all 
be removed if need be. 

Posters, such as a vibrantly colored Pan 
American “Havana” advertisement from 
the 1950s, present some challenges. 

“It came to us in an envelope with about 
50 pieces,” Harry said. “We had to assem-
ble it, de-acidify it, replace the paper that 
was missing and then fill in the design. It 
was in pretty sorry shape.”

But the finished product is now a relic 
of a fleeting era in American history. 

“Pan American didn’t fly to Havana 

very long before we couldn’t go there 
at all anymore,” Betsy said. “For that 
reason, a poster like this in good shape 
might get more than $5,000. Because of 
the shape of this one, however, it might 
sell for half of that.”

The linen backing takes about a week 
for one poster, Harry said. The process 
takes up more room than is available in 
the shop’s gallery, so the couple works 
from another space off-site.

“We have to stretch the canvas first 
and put on the acid free paper, wait a 
couple days for it to dry, then mount 
the poster on it and stretch the canvas 
and the paper together,” he said. “Any 
retouching or restoration that has to be 
done happens at the end of all of that.” 

Betsy, who is a longtime painter and 
artisan, often does the retouching at  
the shop.  

About a year before Harry retired from 
his work as a geologist in the oil and gas 
industry, his son found a poster he wanted 
to use as the start of a collection. 

“He paid 50 bucks for the poster and 
$600 to have it linen backed,” Harry said. 
“I thought to myself, ‘Wow, if you’re going 
to start collecting posters, you’re going to 
have to figure out how to do this.’”

Since then, the couple of more than 35 
years taught themselves the process. They 
started reading about various techniques 
and learned through trial and error. The 
techniques are similar to other activities 
they already do, including refinishing 
and painting antique furniture as well as  
re-canvassing, cleaning and retouching oil 
paintings. They also have shared an inter-
est in collecting old engravings. 

Still, the process is a challenging one. 
“I destroyed a lot of posters early on,” 

Harry said. “Even now I’m still learning 
because every poster is on a different 
kind of paper, and every paper behaves 
differently.”

BUSINESS

5717 Second St.
Katy • (281) 391-1993
www.limitededitionartandantiques.com

Posters and process
The linen backing process was originally devel-
oped for cartographers to carry maps into the 
field, co-owner Harry Proctor said. 

“But it wasn’t called linen backing at that time,” 
he said, “It was just called ‘making a map.’” 

When poster collecting began to grow  in popu-
larity in the 1960s—movie posters in particu-
lar—the linen-backing system was developed.

By the numbers
Betsy, who has a background in art and art res-
toration, uses acrylic paints to touch up flaws.

The shop has more than 3,000 original posters.

Among the shop’s collection of original posters, 
there are a number dating from WWI and WWII. 

By Meredith Mohr

3,000
More than

original posters

2–4 hours 
average poster 
restoration time

1994
Open for 

business in

2012
Poster gallery 

opened

KELLER WILLIAMS PREMIER
5K Run/Walk
Join us for the 2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/Walk
Benefi ting Cinco Charities
Saturday May 31, 2014
8am - 11am
281-220-2100
Villagio Town Center in beautiful Katy, Texas
For more information, donate, or register: visit www.kwpremier5k.com
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crosscreektexas.com . from $200s-Millions
     facebook.com/crosscreektexas . 281.344.9882 

Saturday April 12th
11:00—Kites UP! Kites Unlimited display 
spectacular giant kites. Free kites* for kids and 
plenty of room to fly! 
11:30—Houston Disc Dogs
High-flying action packed entertainment! Meet 
& greet with dogs—www.houstondiscdogs.com 
12:30—Controllable Kite Demonstration 
See 45 minutes of extraordinary controllable 
kite flying action by Kites Unlimited 
1:00—Houston Disc Dogs
1-4:00—Furry Friends Photo Booth
1:30—Pooch-a-Palooza Talent Show
Enter your dog and show off for the judges for 
a chance to be Top Dog 2014 
2:00—Controllable Kite Demonstration 
2:30—Houston Disc Dogs
3:00—Pawty Dress Up Parade—
Dogs and owners dress to impress for a chance 
to win prizes! 

Ongoing Saturday
Local Food Vendors—Enjoy delicious food 
and sweet treats from some of Fulshear’s own 
award winning restaurants.  Food and beverages 
the whole family can enjoy!  
Music & Entertainment—This year will 
offer new sights and sounds for all festival goers. 
Waggin’ Tails Pet Ranch visit
“The Barking Spot” for ice cream treats and 
pampering for your dog. Hair painting for kids 
and dogs! www.waggintailspetranch.com 
Doggie Delights—Bring your pet and 
let them enjoy free treats, discounted services 
including grooming, micro-chipping and 
the latest in doggie friendly and doggie 
fashionable products! 

Adoption Opportunities—
Take home a pet in need and gain a friend 
for life!  Free adoption fees sponsored by 
Simonton Veterinary Clinic for these Fort 
Bend County Pets. www.facebook.com/
FortBendAnimalServices

Sunday April 13th
Noon—Kites Unlimited!—
Giant flying kites and FREE kites to kids for 
all-day flying
12:30 & 2:00—Houston Disc Dogs 
perform www.houstondiscdogs.com
1-4:00—Furry Friends Photo Booth
Enjoy food from local vendors

HigHland . lennar . newmark . Perry Homes . Trendmaker . Village Builders

Luxury Home Builders: aVanTi . darling . HunTingTon . ParTners in Building

2013 GHBA
Developer of the Year

* While supplies last. All dogs must be on a leash.

April 12-13April 12-13April 12-13
Tour 18 New Model HomesTour 18 New Model Homes

Follow the kites to the Model Home Village for Fest of Tails!
Tour 18 NEW MODEL HOMES in Fulshear’s premier master-planned community. Bring a blanket, your family and 

favorite pooch, and join us for two days of family fun, celebrating the arrival of Spring with high flying kites 
and energetic flying dogs! We will be giving away FREE kites* and FREE canine frisbees*. Enjoy the colorful sights, 

unique entertainment, food from local vendors, and free admission & parking...

...on the ground and in the air. Naturally.

WEEKENDS 
APRIL ONLY!

Visit JohnsonDev.com for more info!

We’re part of HOUSTON’S LARGEST
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Good Ole Boys
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Every spring the restaurant serves thousands of pounds of boiled crawfish seasoned in a family recipe. 
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Good Ole Boys
Restaurant brings the bayou to the prairie

Jay Baker coaxes his guitar into tune. 
His audience this afternoon, at their 
request, is a table of eight workmen on 
break from the school district build-
ings just across the interstate. Styrofoam 
plates sit scraped clean on the table in 
front of them except for fried catfish 
crumbs and the red-orange stain of 
crawfish sauce.

Baker, proprietor of Good Ole Boys, 
stands tableside, balancing the steel-
string across his chest without a strap, 
and strums right into a country and 
western song he wrote. 

Every line or two there is a turn of 
phrase that earns a chuckle of approval 
from the table—about ex-wives mostly.

The lunchtime performance fits the 
downhome tone of the place. Baker 
opened it five years ago this June. 

“It just took off,” he said. 
Clientele seem to appreciate the restau-

rant’s brand of “bayou style dining and 
catering” and quickly turn into repeat 
customers and friends, Baker said. 

Outside the tent, steam rolls out of 
a shopping cart-sized crawfish boiler. 
A batch of mudbugs, red as the roiling 
heat itself, cooks under the supervision 
of Mike Baker, a nephew of Jay’s. When 
they are done, he hefts the crawfish-laden 
basket and they tumble down a chute 
into an oversized cooler to soak in a bath 
of spices mixed from a 150-year-old fam-
ily recipe.  

Jay Baker has been in the catering and 
restaurant business for more than 20 
years. Before he opened Good Ole Boys, 
he processed deer for hunters just across 
the interstate and later he started doing 
some crawfish boils on the side. Soon 
enough those boils topped 3,000–4,000 
pounds of crawfish. But Baker wanted a 
little more consistency and a home base, 
so he opened the restaurant. 

He and his group still cater six–12 

events per year, mostly large corporate 
events and private parties. 

Doing both has its challenges, he says. 
“It’s tough to balance the restaurant 

and catering, especially when we get into 
crawfish season,” Baker said. “The restau-
rant requires so much attention—it’s very 
hands-on.”

In catering alone, he does probably 
40,000 pounds of crawfish per year, he 
says. The menu for such events, however, 
isn’t limited to crawfish. Like the restau-
rant, it often includes barbecue, seafood, 
and Cajun specialties. He has catered for 
oil and gas company events across the 
western and southern U.S.

In November 2012 he expanded the 
restaurant by building a tent area out in 
front. He thought he was going to add six 
tables, but before the first night was over, 
that had grown to 22. Frequently, on 
Friday and Saturday nights, that is still 
not enough to accommodate all of the 
customers. In good weather, Baker sets 
up additional banquet tables outdoors.

Often on those nights, residents from 
the nearby Wood Creek neighborhood 
walk the back way along an open field 
and cross over the road to the restau-
rant—that way they do not have to drive 
back home, Baker said.

The tables under the tent give the space 
an icehouse feel. And, true to form, the 
staff rocksalts the beer coolers to make 
sure they have that old Texas standby—
“coldbeer”—so cold that the name itself 
is frozen together. 

Choosing the fare for the restaurant 
took little thought, Baker said. 

“All my dad’s side is from Louisiana,” 
Baker said. “My grandpa and grandma 
spoke more French than English.” 

Growing up there were always cat fish 
fries, barbecues and cookouts, he said.

“When I got older, that’s all I wanted to 
do,” he said.

DINING

26403 I-10
Katy • (281) 391-4333
www.goodoleboyscatering.com
Hours: 8 a.m.–8 p.m. (Thurs.),
7 a.m.–9 p.m. (Fri.), 8 a.m.–9 p.m. (Sat.)

Farm-raised crawfish
When farmers cut rice, they leave the 
stubble and the levies that are used to 
irrigate the fields. They damn the levies 
with small gates. If it rains enough, water 
fills them. When the weather warms up, the 
crawfish come out and start feeding on the 
stubble. Also called “pond” crawfish, they 
have yellow fat from eating the rice stubble. 

Wild crawfish
Snow in the northern U.S. is great “basin 
crawfish.” The snow melts and feeds the 
tributaries of the Mississippi River. Fresh 
water from the river feeds the swamps and 
washes any trash there out to the ocean. 
The crawfish that hang out in the riverbed, 
come up, move to the shallow water and 
eat the vegetation. Also called “basin” or 
“spillway” crawfish, they have green fat from 
eating wild grasses and vegetation.

Lunchtime on Fridays means all you can eat cat-
fish ($9.95) served with wedge fries and slaw.

Mike Baker sends a fresh batch of boiled mud-
bugs tumbling into a cooler of spicy brine. 

By Nick Cenegy

www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.94* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating
* from over 210 clients surveyed

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ceFOLLOW ME 
ON TWITTER!

I HAVE THE BEST CLIENTS IN KATY! 
THANK YOU FOR MAKING ME 

KATY’S TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
2 YEARS IN A ROW!

RANKED #10
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Chaille Ralph
Board chair, Houston Association of Realtors
By Jesse Mendoza

Chaille Ralph, chair of the Houston 
Association of REALTORS board, has 
worked as a licensed real estate broker 
since 1982.

The native Houstonian began her 
career by managing and marketing com-
mercial office buildings and then began 
to include commercial construction and 
project management before shifting to 
residential sales in the mid-1980s.

Ralph would later expand her skill-
set to relocation services and sales 

management.
Throughout her career, Ralph has 

served on numerous committees, task 
forces and held leadership positions with 
the HAR, which provides comprehensive 
real estate data and Houston-area real 
estate listings. 

Today, Ralph serves at the 2014 chair 
of the HAR board, and she also holds 
director positions with both the Texas and 
National Associations of REALTORS.

How long is the Greater Houston 
area expected to remain a seller’s 
market? What are the projected real 
estate trends in 2014?

We expect that certainly throughout 
2014 and into 2015 we are going to see 
pretty much a seller’s market. We think 
the market will stay strong well into 
2015. Sales are strong right now, and they 
continue to be strong on a monthly basis. 
If property is priced right it tends to move 
very quickly. 

Our January numbers showed 2.6 
months of inventory throughout the 
Greater Houston area currently on the 
market. Some of those areas are quite a 
bit lower; when you get into the Cy-Fair 
area, I believe its 1.7 months of inven-
tory on the market. You can drill down 
into price point, you can drill down into 
neighborhoods, and so we really encour-
age people to consult with a Realtor if you 
have questions about what’s happening in 
a specific area. 

The sales manager for our Cypress 
office said they really anticipate growth 
well into the next five to seven years in the 
area. They hope to see the Bridgeland area 
building again sometime this year.

When is the current and planned 
future home construction expected 
to catch up with the demand in the 

Greater Houston area? Is the market 
expected to turn back toward a 
buyer’s market in upcoming years 
because of new construction? 

We really think, and I certainly do 
believe, that we have learned our lesson 
in regards to the overbuilding. I think we 
have probably started a little slower in the 
last couple of years with building because 
the market was still coming back. I think 
you will start to see again, probably in 
2015-16, a lot of that catch-up because 
right now they really can’t keep up with a 
lot of the demand. We have buyers in all 
market areas. 

Master-planned communities have 
become highly sought after for 
homebuyers in Houston’s suburbs. 
Who is typically moving here, and 
what makes these communities so 
popular?

I think what makes them popular is 
your ability to live, work and play. You 
are seeing more development happen in 
the outlying areas from the commercial 
standpoint as well as residential. We kind 
of go back and forth I think at different 
times in our lives of not wanting a com-
mute or wanting to work in the central 
business district and not worrying so 
much about the commute, but when we 
see facilities such as the Exxon facility 

going in up in The Woodlands market, 
you know people want to live out there. 
They don’t want to commute out to that 
area, even though in some ways it would 
be a reverse commute.

I think really and truly, our lives are 
so busy in today’s world. We all thought 
technology was going to slow down and 
make things easier for us, but I think it 
has really just made it more impactful 
that we have to do more and more and 
more on a daily basis. So the ability to be 
close to home and close to play, and being 
able to attend children’s functions, is 
important to all of us.

New communities in the southwest 
Katy and Fulshear area, by and 
large, seem to offer many homes 
for $300,000 plus and a similar 
situation seems to be at play in 
projected development along the 
new segment of the Grand Parkway. 
Are there plans in this area for more 
affordable housing?

I think it’s going to depend on loca-
tion and land values because that’s going 
to drive the cost of the type of property 
that people can build. I really do see that 
lower price point market going away, cer-
tainly for the newer construction. There 
are possibly some more affordable homes 
on the resale market. Most of what we 

are seeing out in the Fulshear market 
for new development—like the John-
son Development project out there—is 
starting at $300,000. There are some 
higher density properties, town homes, 
apartments and things like that being 
built closer to the Grand Parkway, and so 
more of the affordable living that we are 
seeing is toward the Grand Parkway and 
toward I-10.

Several of Houston’s suburbs are 
seeing an influx of new multifamily 
housing options.  How do these 
developments typically affect local 
economic and demographic trends?

Certainly when you have the high 
density your traffic patterns are going to 
change somewhat. With various luxury 
apartments, luxury developments and 
town home developments where you 
have a larger density of people living 
there, I think the biggest impact you 
would probably see negatively would be 
on traffic patterns. 

I have lived in a suburb and I have 
lived inside [Loop 610], and obviously we 
have a greater density inside [Loop 610] 
and I think people are starting to feel 
that in other areas. It brings more people 
to the grocery stores, it brings more 
people to the restaurants, so it has a posi-
tive impact on the local economy. 

S
ha

w
n 

E
p

p
s

COFFEE WITH IMPACT



Katy Edition • March 2014 FEATURES  19

10

90

1463

P
in

 
O

ak
 R

d
.

FREE
$10 

CARD
Stop by our offi ce 
or fax your current 

policy for a free 
auto quote and 
receive a free 
$10 gas card.

Auto quote only, new inquiries only, no purchase necessary. Some 
discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not 
available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a 
registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. 
Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

832-500-2020 
4405 HWY 6 | Sugar Land  
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Katy Jazz Festival

Schedule: Tickets:

Jazz Festival attracts artists, visitors to Katy

F rom its beginnings as a simple 
concert featuring two high 
school jazz bands, the Katy 

Jazz Festival has grown into a two-day 
event that has gained national recogni-
tion, even capturing the attention 
of the Smithsonian Institute. This 
year’s festival takes place at Katy High 
School on April 25 and 26, the last 
weekend of Jazz Appreciation Month.

Katy ISD, which hosts the festival, 
will present performances by student 
and professional jazz musicians. Pho-
tos from the KatyFotoFest will be on 
display on Saturday, adding a visual 
element to the weekend of music. 

“We found in the past that a lot of 
people who really appreciate good 
music seem to enjoy and appreciate 
fine art,” said Robert Bryant, executive 
director of fine arts for Katy ISD.

The festival begins April 25 with 
performances from student jazz com-
bos and big bands throughout the 
day. Student performers will receive 
immediate feedback from the partici-
pating professional jazz musicians, 
giving the festival an educational 
component as well. 

“They basically get a master class 

on the spot,” Bryant said. 
Friday evening’s featured perform-

ers are trumpeter Dennis Dotson 
and his Quartet and trombonist 
Andy Martin and the MSM Jazz 
Orchestra.

Student combo and big band perfor-
mances continue into Saturday. Pro-
fessional artists will also be perform-
ing throughout the day. The festival 
will close after a featured concert with 
the Katy ISD All-Star Jazz Band, fol-
lowed by The Mike Vax Sextet. 

Several Katy hotels are partnering 
with the Katy Jazz Festival and offer-
ing discounted room rates to visitors 
coming to Katy for the event. Guests 
can buy tickets in the hotel lobbies. 
The festival is providing shuttle ser-
vice between these hotels and Katy 
High School.

The festival has grown in promi-
nence with each year. Bryant said 
he now has many professional jazz 
artists contacting him, asking to be a 
part of the festival. In fact, so many 
artists want to participate that they 
are now required to submit audition 
tapes for review and selection before 
anyone is booked.

By Kelli Ainsworth

ENTERTAINMENT

April 25
Feature Concert, 7:30 p.m.

The Dennis Dotson Quartet
Dennis Dotson – Trumpet
Michael Wheeler – Guitar
David Craig – Bass
Joel Fulgham – Drums
Andy Martin – Trombone 

With the MSM Jazz Orchestra  
directed by Noe Marmolejo 
 

Daily pass ticket prices include free shuttle service 

from/to hotels, admission to all performance 

venues, ARTkaty exhibit, but does not include the 

featured concerts.

April 25

$3 – Daily ticket  

$20 – Featured concert 

$20 – “Bundled” ticket 

(includes daily and 

featured concerts) 

April 26

$7 – Daily ticket  

$20 – Featured concert,  

$25 – “Bundled” ticket

$40 – All events ticket  

for both days

April 26
Feature Concert, 7:30 p.m.

The Katy ISD All Star Jazz Band
Directed by Bruce Melville

The Mike Vax Sextet
Mike Vax – Trumpet and Flugelhorn
Scott Whitfield – Trombone and Vocals 
Rick Condit – Saxophone and Flute
Jeff Colella – Piano
Jennifer Leitham – Bass and Vocals
Gary Hobbs – Drums

Katy ISD students display their skills and learn from professionals at the annual Katy Jazz Festival. 
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INSIDE INFO

Katy Mills Mall
The mall opened October 28, 1999 as a joint development between The Mills 

Corporation and Kan Am. In 2007 Simon Properties bought all of the Mills properties. 
After 15 years it remains the largest single contributor to the city of Katy’s tax revenue. 

DEALS
www.simon.com/mall/katy-mills

Simon Malls Mobile App 
Download the free app from the App Store® or from Google Play™

EXOTIC EATS
AT THE FOOD COURT

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING

OPENED ON
October 28, 1999

APPROXIMATELY 
1.3 million sq. ft.

Asian, Cajun, Italian,
Continental, Halal

20 SCREENS
AT THE AMC THEATER

NEIGHBORHOOD*NEIGHBORHOOD*

6 8 CHILDRENS
PLAY AREA

LOST &
FOUND

Free wireless internet is provided to shoppers

Select the “Simon WiFi” networkFREE WIFI

1
HALAL

9,169 PARKING SPACES

2,500
EMPLOYEES

640
ACRES

175
STORES

KATY MILLS

generated in sales tax in 2013*

$650,000 generated in property tax in 2013*

*for the city of Katy, fiscal year 2013

1168351_10904

4.9167" x 12.25"

4C

1 Offer valid from January 1 through April 30, 2014, while supplies last. To be eligible for a soccer ball, you must complete a transfer 
of $400 or more in a single transaction from a linked account and log on to wellsfargo.com/specialoffer or call 1-888-553-6122 
(Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Pacific Time), no later than May 16, 2014, and provide the Wells Fargo ExpressSend 
Reference Number of your eligible transaction (listed on your transaction receipt), your name, and shipping address. Only 1 (one) 
soccer ball can be redeemed for each eligible transaction. A total of 14 soccer ball designs are available. The soccer ball you select 
will be mailed to your home address within 4 to 6 weeks after your request. Soccer ball is shipped via standard mail and deflated. 
Wells Fargo team members are not eligible for this offer.

 © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Transferred funds are not FDIC insured. In addition to the transfer 
fee, Wells Fargo makes money if converting U.S. dollars to foreign currency. In addition to the transfer fee, Wells Fargo makes 
money if converting US dollars to a foreign currency. 
Materials expire on 4/30/14. (1168351_10904)

Speak with a banker or visit wellsfargo.com/soccerball  
for more information. 

ExpressSend® Promotion

Score a goal 
with love

Receive a special 
edition soccer ball1

From January 1 to April 30
We know that your passion for soccer is one of the things that 
makes you feel closer to your family, that’s why we’re giving you 
a special edition soccer ball when you send $400 or more in a 
single transaction.

• Send money to Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Philippines, India, Vietnam, or China.

• Collect all 14 exclusive Wells Fargo designs.

• It’s easy to receive your soccer ball: visit wellsfargo.com/
specialoffer or call 1-888-553-6122. 

1168351_10904 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 1/10/14   9:41 AM

$3.4 million

Katy Mills Mall

*neighborhood refers to the entrance and area number within Katy Mills Mall
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CR
AWFISH

P
E
E

LING

Separate 
the head 

from the tail 
by grabbing 

and twist-
ing the two 

parts.

STEP ONE: Grasp, twist and snap STEP TWO: Peel

STEP FOUR: Suck the head

Peel back the 
first layer of 
shell on the 

tail to expose 
more meat

STEP THREE: Pull
Pull out the tail 
meat with your 

fingers or teeth. 
If needed, pinch 

the bottom of 
the tail to help 
push the meat 

out easier.

If you want, suck the head of  
the crawfish. This is where most  

of the flavor gathers during the 
boiling process.

C rawfish season happens every year 
from around the first of March through 
the beginning of summer. Many Gulf 

Coast residents enjoy the season with backyard 
boils or restaurant events, but some may not 
know where these tiny lobster-like creatures 
are raised.

Restaurants like Katy Cajun Seafood get 
crawfish from a variety of vendors straight 
from Louisiana, said General Manager Marco 
Alvarado.

“The process for picking out crawfish plays 
out over a 24-hour period,” he said. “They’ll pick 
it out by Friday and within 24 hours it will be 
delivered to restaurants. We bring in shipments 
three times a week to keep up with demand.”

Alvarado said his restaurant sells about 
1,000 pounds of crawfish per week on average, 
but that number can rise up to 1,500 pounds 
on busier weeks. He said the demand was 
noticeably more intense this year because cold 
weather has made crawfish shipments smaller 
so far.

“The weather this year has been really odd,” 
he said. “People are asking where the crawfish 
are and are getting desperate for them. We 
expect shipments to become more consistent 
over the next few weeks.”

Crawfish season
After a slow start, the mudbugs are here

SEASONAL

Texas Mesquite Grill Katy Cajun

Fry R
d

.

10

99

Kingsland Blvd.

20095 I-10
Katy • (281) 829-0444
www.texasmesquite
grill.com

406 W. Grand Pkwy. S.
Ste. 400
Katy • (832) 437-2716
www.katycajun.com

By Shawn Arrajj
In the spring, during peak harvest, crawfish boils are almost as common as the critters 
themselves. Considered a rite of passage, there is a technique to properly eating crawfish. The process

Crawfish  are typically farm-raised on 
rice fields in a process that plays out 
over the course of a year.

From rice crop to the bucket
• Farmers plant rice crop from late 

spring to the beginning of summer.
• Seed stock, a natural crop of craw-

fish, which mostly comes from the 
Atchafalaya Basin in Louisiana, is 
put into the flooded rice field mid-
summer.

• The field water is drained and craw-
fish begin to burrow in the ground in 
late summer.

• Rice is harvested in late summer or 
early fall. At this time crawfish have 
burrowed underground to begin their 
reproductive cycle.

• After the rice has been harvested, 
farmers re-flood the rice field, and 
crawfish come out of the ground with 
their babies mid-fall.

• Baited wire traps are placed in the 
field between the end of fall and mid-
winter—some farmers use 10 traps  
per acre.

• Crawfish harvest can begin in No-
vember or as late as January.

• Crawfish season occurs when they 
are market size—around 10 to 12 per 
pound—and runs from the beginning 
of March to late June.

The Art of Outdoor Living

832.829.5829
Call Today to Schedule a Free Design Consultation 

or visit www.traditionoutdoorliving.com

Patio Covers • Outdoor Kitchens 
Fire Features • Pergolas •Screen Rooms

Architectural 3D Designs
Hardscapes/Decorative Concrete 

Sun Rooms • Room Additions 
Fully Insured

Before After

How to peel 
and eat crawfish
How to peel 
and eat crawfish
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No Label Ridgeback Ale
“Crawfish can have a spicy flavor. 
The sweetness and maltiness of this 
beer can cut through the spiciness, 
which is refreshing.”

—Jennifer Royo,  
No Label Brewing Co.

Abita Amber Lager
“They make it in Louisiana and 
their whole line goes really well 
with crawfish, especially the 
Abita Amber. The Amber has more 
wheat, which evens out the flavor.”

—Marco Alvarado, 
Katy Cajun Seafood

Upcoming crawfish festivals

Beer pairings

Hosted by No Label Brewing Co., the event on March 30 
features live music and lots of crawfish courtesy of Texas 
Mesquite Grill. Performers include Runaway Sun and the 
Bourbon Street Band. Noon–6 p.m. $5 (free for children 10 
and under). No Label Brewing Co., 5351 First Street, Ste. A, 
Katy. www.nolabelbrew.com/events

MARCH 30

Crawfish Festival at No Label
The festival, April 4–6, features food, music on three stages, 
and rows of vendors selling crafts, gifts and more food. 
Musical performances include Jesse Roach from American 
Idol and the blues band Brad Absher and Swamp Royale. 
The event benefits the Pearland, Alvin and Fort Bend school 
districts and the Houston Blues society. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. (April 
4, 5), 11 a.m.–6 p.m. (April 6). $8, $21 (three day pass), free for 
children 12 and under and military personnel with ID.  
281-802-2776. www.pearlandcrawfishfestival.com

APRIL 4–6

Pearland Crawfish Festival
The event focuses heavily on the live music aspect, which 
will be headlined by the Charlie Daniels Band. Other acts 
include Kevin Fowler, Los Lonely Boys and Whiskey Myers. 
Food, drink, carnival rides, petting zoo and vendors are also 
a part of the festival. 6 p.m.–midnight (April 25, May 2), noon–
midnight (April 26, May 3), noon–8 p.m. (April 27, May 4). $13 
(online), $15 (at the gate), $10 (April 25 only), free (children 12 
and under). Old Town Spring off Aldine Westfield Road.  
www.texascrawfishfestival.com

APRIL 25–27, MAY 2–4

Texas Crawfish Music Festival
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A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D 
P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10, near the expanding Grand 
Parkway, Firethorne offers a unique blend of urban  

conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

Featuring scenic nature trails, a beach-entry pool and  
much more, there’s always a way to enjoy Firethorne.

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  
Award-winning Katy and Lamar school  

districts provide quality education for all ages.

E X C E P T I O N A L  L I V I N G
I S  I N  b l o o m .

220-617 Mar CommunityImpact 10x6.04 MECH.indd   1 3/18/14   1:34 PM
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Raintree Village
From the $160s to $200s

Churchill Farms
From the $210s to $500s

Now available at Community Name That is Long in City Name, ST

New homes from $xxx,xxx

Entertainer’s Kitchen Library
His & Hers Master Bath

Office Loft

Guest Room
Study M

ed
ia

 R
oo

m

Li
ne

n 
C

lo
se

t

Extra Bath

A  B E A Z E R  H O M E S  E X C L U S I V E  O F F E R I N G The choice 
is yours 
at no 
added 
cost.

choice_v3_front.indd   1 1/7/14   3:52 PM

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home  
Counselor for complete details.  © 2014 Beazer Homes.  3/14  115696 

Transform your floorplan with Beazer  
Choice Plans—at no additional cost!NEW

Get more out of your home
beazer.com  •  281-850-8628

New Homes in West Houston  •  From the $160s to $500s

LoneStar.edu Open Doors

LSC-CyFair 
9191 Barker Cypress at West Road

LSC-Fairbanks Center 
14955 Northwest Freeway near Beltway 8

LSC-Cypress Center 
19710 Clay Road at Fry Road

Three convenient locations!

REGISTRATION NOW UNDERWAY
for May mini-mester and summer sessions!

Earn a degree.
Not debt.

LSC-CyFair offers
affordable and flexible
options including
day, night, weekends, 
on campus or online.

KATY FUNERAL HOME  
support close to home 

At the corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd.   |   KatyFH.com

www.prepaidfunerals.texas.gov

honor  
a life well  lived

Caring and protecting your loved ones 
is important to you. 
 
Prearranging your funeral and cremation needs releases your family from 
unnecessary discomfort and stress and provides them peace of mind.  
Plus, as a Dignity Memorial® provider, we are part of the largest network 
of funeral and cremation services offering many unique benefits:

Compassion Helpline®  |  National Transferability

Bereavement Travel  |  Personal Planning Servicesl  |  Grief Support

Call us today at (281) 395-7070 
for more information.

4.9167x6.04-KatyFH-Preneed-COMM-IMPACT-4C-ad.indd   1 3/14/14   11:56 AM
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

713.985.0210
EXTENSION 117 OR 152

WWW . S B A  S K I N C A R E . C O M / S K I N  R E S E A R C H

TRANSPORTATION

REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other Houston Metro editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Cy-Fair ISD calls for May 10 bond election

Widening of Hwy. 290 from Loop 610 to Grand Parkway progresses ahead of schedule

Harris County sets 2014–15 budget
CY-FAIR The largest bond referendum 
in Cy-Fair ISD history—and the first in 
nearly seven years—will be put in front 
of voters May 10. The $1.2 billion bond 
package contains provisions for the 
district’s security, technology, facilities 
and transportation needs through 2020. 

“In all honesty, we are two or three 
years behind for a bond, but the econ-
omy was in a downturn and we didn’t 
think it was appropriate two or three 
years ago to take this out to the citizens,” 
Superintendent Mark Henry said. “The 
No. 1 reason we think [a May election] is 
appropriate is because we have pressing 
needs as a district.” 

Bond details 
In early January, a 50-member com-

mittee convened with the goal of creating 
a proposal with guidance from district 
administrators. The plan was presented 
to the board and detailed the needs of the 
district for the remainder of the decade. 

Debbie Blackshear served as co-
chairwoman of the committee and said 

the group dedicated many hours and put 
much thought into the process. 

“They have done an outstanding job 
and asked good questions of district per-
sonnel throughout the presentations,” she 
said. “I was also happy to see how open 
the administration has been to the com-
mittee and to our ideas.” 

Administrators began studying the 
need for a bond election last year to keep 
up with student growth in CFISD.  
Full story by Marie Leonard

CY-FAIR Construction crews working 
on the Hwy. 290 expansion project are 
making progress, having recently moved 
on to segments D, E and F, covering FM 
529 up to Mueschke Road. Meanwhile, 
work is continuing on segments G and H, 
from FM 529 through the bridge at West 
Little York, down to Pinemont Street.

The expansion of Hwy. 290 from the 
Grand Parkway to Loop 610 is set to be 
completed by 2017, said Karen Othon, 
public information officer with the Texas 

Department of Transportation’s Hwy. 
290 program. The portion from the 
Grand Parkway to Hwy. 6 will feature 
four lanes going in both directions, and 
the portion from Hwy. 6 to Loop 610 will 
feature as many as six lanes. 

The ultimate project vision, includ-
ing the Hempstead Tollway, is set to be 
completed in 2035. The tollway portion 
was delayed because of lack of funding, 
but the widening of the existing roadway 
was deemed an immediate concern and 

is coming together ahead of schedule.
Workers are aiming to have construc-

tion complete on the second half of 
the bridge over West Little York by late 
March or early April, Othon said. Work 
should also be wrapping up on the front-
age roads around the Beltway 8 and Hwy. 
290 interchange around that time.

Construction is ongoing on the front-
age roads from FM 529 to Eldridge 
Parkway. This segment is set to be done 
in 2015. 

The contractor also started working on 
the portions from Eldridge to Mueschke 
Road in February with a target comple-
tion date of 2016. 

Bids go out this summer on segment 
C from Mueschke to Bauer Road with a 
target completion of 2017, Othon said. 
Segments A and B—from Bauer to the 
end of the project’s scope at FM 2920—
will begin in 2017 and will be complete 
by 2019.
Full story by Marie Leonard

CY-FAIR Harris County Commis-
sioners Court adopted the new fiscal 
year budget with a general fund of 
approximately $1.8 billion Feb. 11.

In the last 13 years, Harris County 
has increased by 1 million residents, 75 
percent of whom live in unincorporated 
parts of the county, chief budget officer 
Bill Jackson said. 

“Along with that growth is a lot of 
industry and commerce, and we are very 
strong as far as the economy goes,” he 
said. “The energy business is making it 
thrive. Far north Harris County where 
ExxonMobil is building its new head-
quarters is [one] area where there is a lot 
of commerce going on right now.

“In preparing the budget, the chal-
lenge is not to allocate budgets based 
on the past, but to anticipate the future 
and working to make sure we don’t stifle 
growth and the economy.”

One of the top priorities for the county 
this year is becoming less dependent on 
short-term borrowing, or money used 
to make purchases, until property taxes 

come in at the end of the fiscal year. 
“If we continue on this track and make 

it a priority, in a few years we may be 
able to eliminate short-term borrowing,” 
Jackson said. “It will give us the ability to 
reset our fiscal year back to the September 
time frame, which will make the county 
run smoother.” 

The proposed budget allows for bor-
rowing in the new fiscal year to come 
in at $225 million, which is down from 
$450 million in 2012 and $375 million 
in 2013. 

Another priority for county officials 
involves investing in human capital, and 
the new budget allocated funding for 
each department that can be used for sal-
ary increases. 

“The problem with the economy in 
Houston right now is that it’s getting 
competitive,” Jackson said. “We need to 
make sure we look at these salaries so 
institutional knowledge does not flow out 
of the county so we can retain employees 
and recruit new individuals.” 
Full story by Marie Leonard
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TOP STORIES

� e bad news...
WE ARE CLOSING

April 30th

� e good news...
70% OFF

beginning April 1st
(all sales � nal)

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd Suite D120 Katy, TX 
in La Centerra

• 281-395-0100
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The Spring / Klein edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper 

will deliver to 77,521 homes 
and businesses.

To advertise or to submit story ideas:
(281) 469-6181  |  impactnews.com

Not located in one of our coverage areas 
but would like to receive a newspaper? 

Contact us to subscribe for only $39/year.

Spring / Klein
gets it too!

IN HOMES 
April 10, 2014

With over 1,000,000 in distribution, 
Community Impact Newspaper 
is in more homes than any other 

publication in Texas.
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KATY PRAIRIE CONSERVANCY
The challenge of routing the Prairie Parkway around the conservancy was 
created by conflicting timelines, Waller County Engineer Orval Rhoads said. 
The landscape was simply different when the first routes were drawn on a 
map for the Prairie Parkway. At the time the conservancy did not exist. The 
conservancy was created in 1992 by a group of conservationists, farmers, 
ranchers, hunters and birdwatchers to buy or preserve prairie land—which 
by some estimates once covered about 750,000 acres. KPC owns about 
13,000 acres of land; another 6,200 acres are protected, but through 
conservation easements and public-private partnerships with entities such 
as the Harris County Flood Control District.
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including state, local and toll options, will 
be discussed further along in the process, 
Clark and other officials said.

H-GAC and the Highway 36a Coali-
tion—a group made up of members of 
municipal and county governments, 
including the cities of Katy and Fulshear— 
have each committed $500,000 to fund 
a more comprehensive feasibility study 
that would consider aspects of the whole 
107-mile corridor. The groups submit-
ted their request to TxDOT for match-
ing money and could hear a response 
as early as this summer, Clark said.  

Early considerations
There are many variables not addressed 

by a feasibility study, said Richard Fields, 
chairman of the Highway 36a Coalition 
and principal of Sugar Land-based civil 
engineering firm Aguirre & Fields. The 
study does not mean the road will be built, 
he said.

“Feasibility just looks at some broad 
solutions to problems,” Fields said. “It 
determines whether the idea merits further 
study.”

If the concept is worthwhile, there are 
still multiple environmental and engineer-
ing studies to be done, in addition to the 
weighing of public input. 

The latter, Fields said, is being treated 
differently from past projects of this scale, 
with additional efforts on the part of the 
organizations involved to open a dialogue 
with stakeholders earlier in the process. 

“We saw what happened on the Grand 
Parkway; it was a painful process,” Fields 
said. “All these things are painful processes 
anyway.”

Federal law mandates that certain studies 
be carried out and specific standards main-
tained for such projects, but 36a organizers 
want to invite groups with environmental 
concerns to the table earlier. 

“It is possible to do all the right things but 
ask interested parties too late in the process 
to really feel like they had an active part in 
it,” Fields said. “You can also find out some 
issues that appear relatively minor but later 
find they are relatively major.”

Katy Prairie Conservancy
One challenge already on the horizon 

is crossing land owned by the Katy Prai-
rie Conservancy. The group, which main-
tains about 20,000 acres of prairie land 
in Waller and Harris counties, reacted 
quickly to ensure its voice was heard early in  
discussions.

“Our hope is that people are going to 
recognize more and more that the KPC is 
going to become a major anchor park and 
preserve for the whole region,” KPC execu-
tive director Mary Anne Piacentini said. 

The Prairie Parkway route on the Waller 
county thoroughfare plan would cut 
through the southwestern corner of one 
portion of the conservancy. KPC believes 
that the sensitive environment would be 
damaged by the highway’s noise, air and 
light pollution. The loss of prairie land 
would also increase flooding in other areas,  
Piacentini said. 

Additionally, splitting up the conservan-
cy’s land undermines the core mission of 
the project, which is to collect enough con-
tiguous land to build a protective habitat for 
the more than 300 species that inhabit the 
area, Piacentini said. Biologists estimate that 
needs to be about 50,000 acres. 

A group of about 50 supporters, in addi-
tion to Piacentini and several KPC board 
members, spoke in support the conservancy 
at a recent H-GAC meeting. 

“Part of our concern is not just that the 
importance of the conservancy is acknowl-
edged but that KPC and other environmen-
tal and conservation groups be involved in 
the study,” Piacentini said. 

Fields said he encourages the input. 
“We’re not saying that this would be a ‘no 

impact’ development, but we want to do 
things better than they’ve done in the past,” 
he said. 

Design features like noise reduction 
pavements, which can be used but are 
more expensive, should be considered for 
the benefit of the bird habitats, Fields said.

Piacentini said her group is proceeding 
with a positive but cautious attitude. 

Hwy. 36a
Continued from | 1
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The Houston-Galveston Area Council and the Highway 36a Coalition have 

agreed to contribute $1 million for a feasibility study to look at the 

possibility of building a highway from Freeport to just north of Hempstead. 

The approximately 107-mile highway, which could be eight lanes wide, 

would provide an inland route away from Houston’s metropolitan core. 

POSITIVE IMPACT

NEGATIVE IMPACT

Shipping and
Freight Traffic

Protected
Habitat

Regional officials said the 
expansion of the Panama 
Canal will cause more 
shipping companies to call at 
Gulf ports, creating additional 
freight traffic on area roads. 

The highway would create an 
additional evacuation route 
from the mid-coast region. 
Currently residents travel 
inland through Houston or 
San Antonio. 

The highway could threaten a 
portion of the Katy Prairie 
Conservancy, a 20,000-acre 
prairie land preserve that 
is home to more than 300 
species. 

Evacuation
Route

Planned route

Study area

24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 220 
Katy, TX 77494

281-712-7241

ParkwayENT.com • Compassionate care for adults and Children • Care for the Ear, Nose, and Throat

Brae McDougald, M.A., CCC-A
Audiologist

Dr. David Sycamore MD
Otolaryngologist/Allergist

Treasure your hearing. 
Don’t wait for a problem. Come in for a no obligation 

hearing device consultation.

• Outstanding customer service 
• Most advanced digital technology
• Invisible Devices
• Blue tooth connectivity

We care about your hearing!

POSITIVE IMPACT

NEGATIVE IMPACT
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36a36a
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Herbert Rd.

What aspect of the proposed Highway 36a concept is the 
highest priority for you?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Source: 36a Coalition
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The Reserve  
at Katy

From the $400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
From the low $500s

(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates
From the mid-$600s

(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

3 New Model Homes 
NOW OPEN IN KATY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities

Katy Gap Rd.

Kinggsland Blvll d. 99

stpaulsorthodox.org

“And the disciples were 
first called Christians 
in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

WELCOME!

St. Paul Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian 

Church

1717 Katy Gap Road, Katy Texas 77494

281-201-6439

Sunday Matins 9:30 am
Followed by

Divine Liturgy 
and

Sunday School for
Children and Adults

Orthodoxy - the unchanging faith 
and teaching of the Apostles
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The Katy area has seen at least 18 new apartment complexes open or in the 
works since 2011, many along the Grand Parkway corridor. Several of the 
complexes market themselves as “luxury” apartments.  

then may be underway again,” 
said Lila Valencia at the state 
demographer’s office.

Factors that have driven Katy’s 
growth in recent years are also 
fueling the construction of apart-
ment homes. The oil and gas 
industry is growing at 5 per-
cent per year and providing a 
lot of high-income jobs, said 
David Jarvis, regional director of 
Metrostudy. 

Energy Corridor employees 
coming to the area often want to 
move easily between their home 
and work, and some of those 
workers are here for temporary 
assignments. For these employ-
ees, renting an apartment may 
be the best option, said Michael 
Cline, associate director at the 
Hobby Center for the Study  
of Texas. 

“There are people who move for 
a corporate job and don’t know 
how permanent their placement 
might be, especially with interna-
tional companies,” Cline said. “So 
they choose to rent.” 

Even some long-term employ-
ees prefer to rent rather than buy. 

 “They want to be close to a 
new job, avoid selling a home 
if they make a career move, or 
maybe they like the easy life-
style of living in an apartment,” 
said Aimee Arrington, director 
of Community Engagement and 
Media at the Houston Apart-
ment Association.

Jarvis said some residents need 
or want the option of apartment 
living. As a rule, he said, there 
should be one apartment unit 
built for every two single-family 
homes.

New building trends
The majority of new construc-

tion is branded as “luxury” apart-
ments. While there is no specific 

threshold an apartment commu-
nity must meet to be labeled a 
luxury property, those that clas-
sify themselves as such have many 
features in common.

“With a lot of properties, you’re 
seeing the same kind of finishes, 
the granite countertops, the high-
end appliances, the amenities that 
you would see in single-family 
communities,” Arrington said. 
“This is a new standard.”

Price said that what residents 
want from apartment living is 
changing. 

“It’s not just about putting in 
four walls; it’s about giving them 
a lifestyle,” said Price. “The young 
professionals don’t want to get 
houses right away. They want to 
be pampered.”

Developers shifted to luxury-
style apartments to command 
higher rents in response to 
increasing land prices and insur-
ance costs. 

“They think, ‘Let’s really 
build a nice product that rivals 
the nicest single-family house 
that’s being put out there too,’” 
McClenny said. “People want 
that. Many people coming out 
here can afford that.” 

Although luxury apartments 
tend to have higher rents than 
older apartments with fewer 
amenities and services, there is 
not a lack of tenants. Verona at 
the Reserve, on Cobia Drive off 
of Kingsland Boulevard, which 
opened in 2011, has leased 97 
percent of its units. Broadstone 
Grand Parkway, on Falcon Park 
Drive off of Katy Gap Road, 
opened in 2010 and has leased  
99 percent. 

Growth and obstacles
Although Katy’s new apart-

ments may not have any prob-
lems finding tenants, they do face 
resistance from nearby home-
owners. There is an active peti-
tion to prevent the construction 

Multifamily
Continued from | 1

of a 171-unit apartment complex 
on Highland Knolls Drive. It has 
obtained 2,216 signatures so far. 

The petition contends that the 
apartment complex would nega-
tively impact drainage in the area, 

increase crime and traffic, and 
lower their home values.

Population and Survey Ana-
lysts, the group that conducts 
demographic studies for Katy ISD, 
projects that Katy area will see an 

additional 11,000 apartment units 
built over the next 20 years. 

PROPOSED COMPLEXES

13  Davis Development
6800 Gaston Road

14  Grand Crossings
Corner of Grand Parkway and I-10

15  Grand Villas Phase III
1660 Katy Gap Road

16  V&S (Williamsburg III)
1030 W Grand Pkwy N. 

17  Westbrooke
21077 Kingsland Blvd. 

18  Guefen Development
Intersection of Westgreen and Highland 
Knolls Blvd. 

multiplying multifamily complexes
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EXISTING

1  The District at Westborough
1550 Westborough Drive
 Units: 340 • Price range: $1,050–$2,195

2  Echo at Katy Ranch
24929 Katy Ranch Road
Units: 260 • Price range: $985–$2,000

3  Waterstone at Cinco Ranch
6855 S. Mason Road
Units: 206• Price range: $1,070–$1,801

4   Montage at Cinco Ranch
24333 Cinco Terrace Drive
Units: 316 • Price range: $800–$2,300

5  Verona at the Reserve
700 Cobia Drive
Units: 356 • Price range: $956–$1,875

6  Grand Villas
1550 Katy Gap Road
Units: 384 • Price range: $950–$1,650
 

7  Dolce Living Grand Harbor, Phase I 
24758 Grand Harbor Drive 
Units: 162 • Price range: $925–$1,320

8  Lakeside Villas at Cinco Ranch 
10441 Spring Green Blvd. 
Units: 160 • Price range: $1,290–$2,420

9  Aura Grand 
22101 Grand Corner Drive 
Units: 291 • Price range: $995–$1,975

COMING SOON

10  Parkside Grand Parkway
1226 W. Grand Parkway S. 
Units: 354 • Price range: $899–$2,000
Opening: early 2014

11  The Remington Katy
22631 Colonial Parkway
Units: 352 • Price range: $900–$1,650
Opening: May 2014

12  The Grand at LaCenterra 
23272 Cinco Ranch Blvd
 Units: 271  • Price range: TBA

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

Franz Rd.

multiplying multifamily complexesmultiplying multifamily complexes

Leather Sale!MARCH MADNESS
$1499 $2999FROM 

$1299

Post Oak @ San Felipe | 713.621.3366 | www.townandcountryleather.com  

Cinco Terrace Dr.

4

5

6

Source: Staff reports
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Featured Neighborhood
Memorial Parkway, 77494

Build-out year: 2006

Number of homes: 2,219

Square footage: 1,284–3,863

Home values: $71,500–$255,000

HOA dues (estimated): $335

Amenities: Pools, tennis courts, club house, hiking trails

Nearby attractions: LaCenterra, Katy Mills Mall, YMCA

Property taxes:

Harris County 0.414550 
Harris County Department of Education 0.006358 
Harris County ESD 48 0.092000 
Harris County Flood Control 0.028270 
Harris County Hospital District 0.170000 
Harris County MUD 81 0.370000 
Katy ISD 1.526600 
Port of Houston Authority 0.017160

Total (per $100 value) 2.624938

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

4 Bed / 2 Bath 1,938 sq. ft. $159,900
Broker: RE/MAX Cinco Ranch (281) 579-7900

21335 Highland Knolls Dr

3 Bed / 2 Full, 1 Half Bath 2,364 sq. ft. $182,500
Broker: Texas Superior Realty (281) 324-2008

21658 Park Brook Dr

3–4 Bed / 2  Bath 2,304 sq. ft. $179,900
Broker: RE/MAX Cinco Ranch (281) 579-7900

21103 Park Tree Ln

4 Bed / 2 Full, 1 Half Bath 2,592 sq. ft $205,000
Broker: Keller Williams Premier Realty (281) 220-2100

21302 Park Bishop Dr.
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On the market  (as of March 2014) Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 50 1 2 2 –– 75 35 16 79

$150,000–$199,999 –– 79 9 12 2 –– 49 66 65 23

$200,000–$299,999 –– 16 14 25 36 –– 55 48 100 62

$300,000–$399,999 1 –– 3 10 80 4 –– 96 124 75

$400,000–$499,999 –– –– 3 6 74 –– –– 14 133 71

$500,000–$599,999 2 –– 3 2 52 104 –– 12 217 78

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– 2 3 42 44 –– 21 145 129

$800,000–$999,999 3 –– 1 1 6 86 131 74 105 6

$1 million + 3 –– 2 –– 5 47 –– 126 –– 104

Homes on the market (As of March 2014)

Annual home sales (March 1, 2013–February 28, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 11

No. of homes under contract 4

Average days on the market 38

No. of homes sold 127

Square footage (low/high) 1,284 / 3,863

Selling price (low/high) $71,500 / $225,000

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

Market Data

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

February 2014 5 82 55 21 136 $518,000 $143,976 $245,620 $177,047 $345,777

February 2013 10 120 81 28 145 $422,900 $116,169 $205,138 $151,151 $278,981

January 2014 9 101 60 23 116 $349,652 $113,352 $194,382 $144,679 $288,804

December 2013 10 120 89 32 189 $442,010 $129,294 $280,000 $158,226 $353,681

November 2013 4 101 68 12 141 $664,250 $132,240 $246,501 $201,275 $332,529

October 2013 11 113 76 48 180 $353,681 $131,773 $242,855 $168,583 $337,703

September 2013 13 144 104 41 239 $345,947 $130,242 $263,582 $184,760 $340,093

August 2013 15 150 137 38 264 $343,448 $133,475 $261,291 $192,358 $334,501

July 2013 16 151 130 39 273 $561,375 $128,079 $284,015 $165,893 $319,714

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Laser Tattoo 
Removal 
Refined
Changing and growing is 
a natural part of life. Just 
because you liked something at 
one point in time, doesn’t mean 
you’ll always like it. We get it. 
Whatever your reasons for a 
new start...We can help you 
move on, turn the page, and 
Rewind the past. 

Physician Owned & Operated

24433 Katy Fwy. Suite 400
Katy, TX 77493
rewindlaserclinic.com

855 REWIND-8
HOURS
Mon-Sat: 11a – 7p
Sun: closed

F r e e 
Consultation 
GRAND OPENING PRICE ROLLBACK

$89 for area up to 4 square inches
$149 for area up to 8 square inches
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COUPONSCOUPONS
INSIDE

Top Picks

Dining
Chick-fil-A ........................................ 35
China Inn Cafe .................................. 38
Great Harvest Bread Co..................... 38
Hasta La Pasta .................................. 34
JoJo’s Mongolian .............................. 35
Kim’s Teahouse ................................. 37
Rita’s ................................................ 35
Texas Mesquite Grill .......................... 37

Home & Garden
American 7 Furniture ........................ 39
Lone Star Floors ............................... 36
Restore Your Door ............................. 36

Medical & Dental 
Heritage Park Vision .......................... 33
DDS Dentures & Dental Services ....... 34

Retail
Cinco Ranch Aquariums  ................... 34
Katy Rock Shop  ............................... 33
Lacey Oak......................................... 33
Mar Mar’s Candy Jar ......................... 38
The Limited Edition  .......................... 33 
Texas National Outfitters ................... 37

Services
Ageless MedSpa  .............................. 39  
All Pets Animal Hospital .................... 34
DryStyle Blow Dry Bar....................... 36
Houston Tires Plus!  .......................... 36 
The Kennel Klub ................................ 35
Pet Spa & Retreat  ............................ 37 
Wired Electrical Services................... 38

$5 off.any full groom 
See page 35.

Buy one, get one 1/2 off. 
See page 38.

$200 off. 
See page 39.
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1,000,000
More than 

Eyes of Texas are upon us

WITH A TOTAL MONTHLY DISTRIBUTION 

NOW MORE THAN ONE MILLION,  

MORE PEOPLE IN TEXAS RECEIVE  

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER THAN 

ANY OTHER NEWSPAPER IN THE STATE.
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1  Katy Rock Shop

2  Heritage Park Vision

3  Lacey Oak

4  The Limited Edition

THE   LIMITED   EDITION   ART   &  ANTIQUES

www.OriginalVintageMoviePosters.com      

www.LimitedEditionArtandAntiques.com

Betsy & Harry Proctor Proprietors. Est. 1994

Huge selection of lladros, vintage glass, jewelry, vintage clothes and more.

TTTHHHEE   LIIMMIITTEEDD   EEDDIITTIIOONN   ARRTT   &&&   AANTIQQQQUUUEEESSS
The largest selection of original vintage posters in Texas - over 3,000!

Poster and Fine Art sales and Restoration
Antiques and Collectibles

5717 2nd Street, Katy. 
281-391-1993
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Heritage Park Vision

Conveniently located off Ave. D in old Katy
Call today to schedule your appointment 281-741-6800

5919 George Bush Dr. Katy 77493 | www.HeritageParkVision.com

Superior service and compassionate eye care for 
your entire family

Dr. Paige Chumley
Therapeutic Optometrist, Glaucoma Specialist

 Routine and medical eye exams
 Non-Dilated retinal imaging
 Glaucoma, diabetes, and dry eye management
 LASIK and cataract co-management
 Computerized visual fi eld testing
 Contact lenses
 Complete optical dispensary with a great 

   selection of fashionable and designer

p

20% 
OFF

your complete pair 
of eye glasses 

When you mention this ad

cannot be combined with 
insurance or other 

discounts

5708 3rd Street Katy, Texas 77493 •281-574-0888 • www.laceyoak.com

HOME FURNISHINGS

HOME DECOR 

WOMEN’S ACCESSORIES

JEWELRY & GIFTS

ANTIQUES

Tues.- Sat. 10:00am-6:00pm

Lacey Oak

DOWNTOWN
EVENTS / SPECIALS

apr. 14, 28

City Council Meeting

6:30pm at the Katy Municipal Complex 

Council Chambers. 910 Ave. C

apr. 16 

Market Days in Old Town Katy

Katy Heritage Museum

Open Tues, Wed & Thursday from 10–2, 

the first weekend of the month— 

Sat. (10–3) and Sunday (12–3)

kcam

Katy Contemporary Arts Museum.

Open Wed. thru Sat. (10–6), Sun. (12–6). 

Free admission.
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1315 S. GRAND PKWY., SUITE #113 • 713-518-6758 • cincoranchaquariums.com

FISHFISH • CORALS CORALS • INVERTEBRATES INVERTEBRATES • PLANTS PLANTS • SUPPLIES • DELIVERY SUPPLIES   DELIVERY • INSTALLATION INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE MAINTENANCE

C I N C O  R A N C H  A Q U A R I U M S

Immediate Dentures
Replacement Dentures

Dental Implants
Partials
Crowns
Bridges

Extractions
Teeth Whitening

Plus much more at a 
fraction of the cost. 

REPLACEMENT 
FULL 

DENTURES*
with warranty starting at

$395/set
Expires 4/30/14

$100 OFF
ANY DENTURE OR 

PARTIAL PACKAGE*
With this coupon. Expires 4/30/14

EXTRACTIONS*
starting at $49 per tooth 
with Denture Purchase

With this coupon. Expires 4/30/14

IMPLANTS*
2 for$2,500

Expires 4/30/14

 James Amaning, DDS and Jared Williams, DDS
Thomas John Kennedy of Texas, DDS, PLLC and Associates • General Dentistry

Italian Grill

10am to 4pm

We invite you to join our

Hasta la Pasta - Katy will be closing Sunday evenings at
 4pm effective March 30, 2014 to allow our family and 

employees the opportunity to spend time with 
family and friends and worship if they choose. 

Our Sunday family ritual growing up included going 
to church and meals with family. This routine 

instilled signifi cant values that we carry with us 
now. We want to continue this tradition and 

give our staff the opportunity to enjoy 
the evening as they please.

to 
for great deals and specials!

1450 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy, TX 77494 • 281.392.0045
 Family owned and operated www.hastalapasta.com
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Rita’s Katy 6825 S. Fry Road
www.ritaskaty.com 281.391.7482

Buy one Get one 50% off

Any Large Item. Not valid with any other offer, 
quarts, gallons, party buckets, bottled water or 

novelty items. Limit one offer per guest. Not valid 
at cart/truck events. Expires 4/27/14

© RITA’S FRANCHISE COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

   $30.00 off catering event

Catering  for 100 people or more. Not valid with 
any other offer.  Limit one offer per guest. 

Expires 04/27/14
© RITA’S FRANCHISE COMPANY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Catering • Dine-in • Pick-up • Delivery (limited area)
24449 Katy Freeway Katy, TX 77494

Katy Ranch Crossing Shopping Center

      281-769-9955 (In front of Main Event)

10

Grand   Opening

Create your own 
signature dishes!

We have Sushi & 
Chinese Lunch Specials

Sun: 11:00am - 10:00pm
Closed Mondays

Tue - Thur: 11:00am - 10:00pm
Fri - Sat:  11:00am - 10:30pm

Main Event

One per family/household. 
Not valid with any other offers. 

Not valid with other offers. 
Expires 4/30/14

$5 OFF 
ANY FULL GROOM

Minimum three days. Not valid with other offers. Expires 4/30/14
$8 OFF TOTAL BOARDING STAY

1 Per family per dog. New customers only. Dogs must be spayed and neutered. 
Expires 4/30/14

1 FREE DAY OF DOGGIE DAY CARE

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.KENNELKLUBHOUSTON.COM

9040 Hwy. 6 North • Houston, 77095
Hours: M-F 7-7, SAT 9-6, SUN 1-6, Kennel.Klub@yahoo.com

281.345.4DOG                            4 3 6 4

BOARDING | TRAINING | GROOMING | DOGGIE DAY CARE | DAY BOARDING

PEOPLE TRUST US, PETS LOVE US.

hhhhhhh oothththerer ooofffffffffererere ss.s.. EEEEExpxpxpxpxpxpx iriririririreseseseseses 4444/3/3/3/3/3/3/ 0///////////////////////////0//0//////0///////////14444444444444444444444444

6 N th • H t 77095

Chicks dig my groom,  
Happy Easter!
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Wood & Fiberglass 
Door Refinishing

• Quality In-Shop Restoration
• Beautiful Secure Loaner Door
• Maintenance Service Available

We also refinish:
• Garage Doors
• Window Frames
• Shutters

713.861.2081   www.restoreyourdoor.com

 $50 Off! 
With this ad. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expiration 4/30/14

9727 Spring Green Blvd. • Katy, Tx 77494 • 281-574-5551 • thedrystyle.com

Hair Blowouts • Hair Extensions • Updos  
Make-up • Eye lashes • Express Keratin Blowouts

blow dry bar

 $5.00 OFF for New Clients  Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Exp. 4/30/14

873 S. Mason Rd. • 281-564-1345

HARDWOOD LAMINATE TILE CARPET

TILE & STONE 

HARDWOOD 

LAMINATE • CARPET

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS 

BACKSPLASHES

AND MUCH MORE

(Katy Location)

10009 Hwy. 6 South 
(between Bissonnet & Old Richmond)

281-564-1345

WE COVER IT ALL

24627 I-45 North
(between Hardy Toll & Sawdust)

832-813-0813
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14420 Bellaire Blvd.
@ Highway 6 (HEB)  

832.328.4050

2691 Wilcrest Dr. @ 
Westheimer (Randall’s)  

832.242.5467

1519 S. Mason Rd. @ High-
lands Knolls (Randall’s) 

281.646.0002

COME VISIT ANY OF OUR OTHER CONVENIENT LOCATIONS!

W W W. K I M S T E A H O U S E . C O M 

KIM’STEAHOUSE

Present This Coupon For 
Buy One Drink 
Get One Free

Free drink must be of equal or lesser value. Katy 
location only. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Expires 4/30/14

Spring
COME VISIT ANY

FFreFreree e 
loclocatiationonlocationSpecial

281-492-PETS (7387) 
www.PetSpaRetreat.com

Grooming • Boarding

Pet Sitting • Doggie Day Care

20660 Westheimer Pkwy Ste. N
(Behind CVS)
Katy, TX 77450

25% off  fi rst groom
Valid through 4/30/14

texasmesquitegrill.com
281-829-0444 - 20095 Katy Freeway

FREE
BUY ONE POUND OF CRAWFISH

With this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 4/30/14

BRUNCH Every Sunday 10am - 1pm Crawfish 
Season is Here

Come get the Best 
Crawfish in Katy

GET ONE
With purchase of 

one beverage
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Life is better
powerwith

Up to
10 Year
Warranty

*call for details

713-467-1125 • 281-897-0001 • www.wiredes.com

Having the right generator 
installed in your home is the key 
to an easy mind during any storm 
or power outage. Wired Electrical 
Services will do a turnkey 
installation of your generator.

G E N E R AT O R S   •  A U T O M AT I C  S TA N D B Y  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E  O R  B U S I N E S S

ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
• Panel Upgrades
• New Construction
• Home Inspections
• Troubleshooting

• Remodeling
• Repair & Service
• Structured Wiring
• Landscape LightingMaster #100394 TECL #22809

Electrical Services

FINANCING AVAILABLE

$30
OFF
Your Next 

Service Call
Limited time offer. Limit one 
per address per year. Not to 
be combined with any other 

discount or offer.

• TV Install/ Mounting
• Recessed Lighting
• Home Generators
• Cable/Phone

Electrical Services

Free all day 
delivery

$12 minimum 
(restrictions apply)

Party trays 
and catering 

service 
available.

Lunch special 
7 days a week 

starting at 
$6.50.

Fine Chinese Cuisine | Since 1994

 402 W. Grand Parkway South, #108 • Katy, TX 77494
(Time Square Plaza)

281.392.9200 • www.chinainnkaty.com

 Open 7 Days a week | Mon-Thur. 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 
Fr. & Sat. 11:00 am - 10:30 pm | Sunday 11:00 am - 9:30 pm

Buy 1 entree & 
get 1 entree 1/2 off 

w/ 2 drinks
Good for dine in only. Excluding Lunch Specials
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 4-30-14

$3 OFF  
any $20 purchase

Good for dine in, take out & delivery. 
One coupon per customer, cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Exp. 4-30-14

p y p

10% off Senior 
Citizens 60 or older 

w/ ID.  Dine in only. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer.

All Natural • All Fun 
No Artifi cial Colors, Flavors, or Sweeteners

We have over 40 bulk candies! 
Gluten Free, Dairy Free, & Vegan Options

(281) 394-5995 24449 Katy Freeway Katy, TX 77494
Follow us on Facebook 

Monday - Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  Sunday: 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

$5 OFF
Purchase of $25 or more. 

With coupon. Expires 4/30/14

We have 
Easter Basket Goodies 

for every 
Chocolate lover 

including dairy free, 
sugar free, 
and vegan!

Ea

en Free, Dairy Fre

dies 

r 
ee, 

281-578-3097 
www.greatharvestkatytx.com
1623 South Fry Rd. | Katy
Mon-Fri 6:30am-6:30pm
Sat-7:00am-5:00pm

                             Kingsland Blvd. 

Greenwind Chase Dr.         B
ar

ke
r 

R
d

. S Fry Rd. 

We Cater!
Fresh Made Sandwiches

Whole Grain Breads • Espressos • Scones 
Muffins • Cookies • Brownies & More

Get a FREE 
Honey Wheat 

Loaf
When you purchase 1 loaf 

of any kind!
With Coupon. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer. 
Expires 4/30/14

$2 off a Honey 
Bunny!

With Coupon. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 

Expires 4/30/14



IMPACT DEALS  39Katy Edition • March 2014

7-Piece 

$995$995$429$429

$200.00 off 
a $1,200.00 purchase
Not valid on advertised specials

Expires 4-30-14

$400.00 off 
a $2,400.00 purchase
Not valid on advertised specials

Expires 4-30-14

ALSO AVAILABLE IN: 

N
99

Katy 
Mills
Mall

 K
aty Fort B

end
 R

d
. 

10

American 7 Furniture American 7 Furniture 24427 Katy Frwy. 
Katy, TX 77494
281.644.4567

OPEN
Mon. - Sat: 10 - 8

Sunday: 12 - 7
NEW LOCATION

Tax Refund Sale throughout Month of April!

DELIVERY & 12 MONTHS NO INTEREST*
*up to $5000.00

Super Pedic Gel Memory Foam

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

BLACK White

5-Piece 

$295$295

Gel cools your body!
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rinted on recycled paper

9 COMMUNITIES . 100+ MODEL HOMES
376 AVAILABLE HOMES . 20,001 DECORATING IDEAS

Johnson Development BRINGS YOU...

HOUSTON’S LARGEST

Tour maps online atJohnsonDevelopment.com

2013 GHBA
Developer of the Year Homes from $170s -Millions+ 

johnsondevelopment.com
Find more info at

       ADMISSION . WEEKENDS     APRIL ONLY!
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