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Katy area schools now accepting 
student applications for 2014–15

Growing interest in charter schools as an 
alternative to traditional public education

Walmart leads commercial projects along FM 1463

Growth in Katy, Fulshear 
meeting in the middle
By Nick Cenegy

Almost 65 years ago, the state 
formally designated FM 1463 to 
run from US 90 to Flewellen, 
a community of about 50 
people and one business, at  
FM 1093. 

In recent years Flewellen, 
which disappeared from most 
maps in the 1980s, has changed 
dramatically. Some of the most 
visible changes, however, are 
only now underway. Last year 
three of the area’s major master-
planned communities were listed 
among the nation’s 50 best sell-
ers—Cinco Ranch, Cross Creek 
Ranch and Firethorne—accord-
ing to a real estate consultant’s 
nationwide survey. Early data 
suggest an even stronger start  
in 2014.

Plans for a new Walmart 
Supercenter, a possible H-E-B 
store and two church campuses 
along FM 1463 are indicative of 
even more changes already in the 
works.  Additional developments 
expected in 2014 include a new 
CVS pharmacy, an automotive 
repair facility, Children’s Light-
House day care and a variety of 

retailers at the Shops at Cross 
Creek Ranch, said Cheryl Stal-
insky, community and economic 
development director for the 
city of Fulshear. Judwin Proper-
ties also has plans for a 442-unit 
apartment complex northeast of 
Cross Creek, she said.

“I think in the next 18 months 
we’ll see this corridor and 
the Fulshear Parkway corri-
dor just bursting at the seams,”  
Stalinsky said. 

Residential growth
In 2013, Cinco Ranch ranked 

third nationwide in sales, with 
854 houses, on the best-selling 
master-planned community list, 
compiled by John Burns Real 
Estate Consulting. The list, which 
rates communities based on their 
overall sales activity, shows Cross 
Creek at No. 13, with 509 houses, 
and Firethorne at No. 21, with 
361 houses. 

For Cinco Ranch—now in 
its 23rd year—last year’s sales 
actually slowed from the previ-
ous year, not because of lack of 
demand, but because of the avail-
ability of lots, the report said.

By Tamra Santana
On a recent morning the tiled halls of 

Harmony Science Academy echoed with 
the sound of a leaf blower. In the foyer of 
the charter school, on the northeast corner 
of the Grand Parkway and Westpark Toll-
way, freshman Shervin Hosseingholi Nouri 
sat balanced atop a hovercraft he had built, 
floating on a cushion of air from the electric 
blower. In a nearby science lab, freshman 
Lynn Al-Emam used different chemicals to 

demonstrate osmosis and diffusion, and Suha 
Siddiqui, a freshman, explained the opera-
tion of the right human lung.

The projects are the culmination of months 
of work and were presented in anticipation of 
the school’s annual Science Technology Engi-
neering Arts and Math festival Feb. 8. Collec-
tively, they also represent Harmony’s science 
and technology emphasis. 

The charter school opened its two-story 
building in 2011. It has grown to enroll 840 
students in grades kindergarten through 
10th. It is one of five charter schools in the 
Katy area and one of 550 charter campuses 

“There is some urgency,” said 
Heather Gustafson, marketing 
director for Newland Commu-
nities. “The number of homes in 
that area that are in Katy ISD is 
dwindling.”

That demand has already led to 
record sales in January 2014.

“We haven’t released any num-
bers yet, but we’ve had the best 
January sales in the history of the 
community,” Gustafson said. 

At build-out, estimated for 
2017, the entire Cinco Ranch 
community will have about 
15,000 homes and span about 

8,000 acres. Right now it has 
about 14,000 homes. 

Cross Creek Ranch and Fire-
thorne have seen similar success, 
garnering record sales and thou-
sands of visits from prospective 
buyers. Late last year Firethorne 
surpassed the half-way point in 
the build out of its 3,400 homes.

But the influx of new residents 
highlights the ambiguity of the 
community identity. 

Stalinsky is quick to point out 
that Cross Creek Ranch is in 
Fulshear, not Katy. As the head of 
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Three major master-planned communities in the 
southwest Katy/Fulshear area were among the nation’s 
top sellers in 2013. New commercial and road 
development has followed the residential growth.

Shervin Hosseingholi Nouri, freshman at Harmony Sci-
ence Academy, demonstrates his hovercraft project. 
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Visit our newest location: 8470 Highway 6 North (at West Road) 
Houston, Tx 77095 • 281.949.3799

Cy-Fair Hospital now has 6 locations to serve  
your Emergency and Urgent Care needs.

EMERGENCY CARE
10655 Steepletop Drive, F.M. 1960 near Jones Road 
27126 Hwy. 290 at Mueschke Road 
7015 Barker Cypress at F.M. 529
8470 Hwy. 6 North at West Road
URGENT CARE
9110 Barker Cypress at West Road
14044 Spring Cypress at Grant Road www.CyFairERandUrgentCare.com
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I was reminded of the 
importance of commu-
nity identity this month. 

In conversation, people 
often refer to Cross Creek 
Ranch and Firethorne 
as a part of Katy. But 
Cheryl Stalinsky, direc-
tor of community and 
economic development 
in Fulshear, is adamant 
about this point: all of 
Cross Creek and a part of 

Firethorne are in Fulshear’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
The difference goes beyond pride of place. 

“It’s a matter of getting people to turn right, not left,” 
she said, referring to FM 1463 at FM 1093. 

The subtext here is that one direction takes drivers 
and developers to Fulshear, the other to Katy. 

School districts, too, want to unify their residents. 
Katy ISD’s reputation for success has attracted many 

homebuyers in recent years. Reputation alone wasn’t 
enough, however, to carry last November’s $99 million 
bond proposal at the polls. With another bond in the 
works, Katy ISD now finds it must build consensus and 
engagement, as well as schools. 

Likewise, Texas House of Representatives District 
132 candidates—who we talk with this month—are 
adapting to an evolving constituency. One candidate 
mentioned to me recently that he knocked on doors in 
neighborhoods that didn’t even exist the last time this 
seat was up for grabs, 14 years ago.

By collecting these disparate stories into one issue, 
our newspaper is fortunate to be able to reflect, rather 
than have to determine, the rapidly changing identity of 
this community.
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LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What kind of industry or business do 
you think should be recruited into the 
area in the coming years?

         28.89%      Restaurants, entertainment and hotels

                          17.78%   Commercial offices and 

                        15.56%    Manufacturing and distribution

                       15.56%   Computer, data, and technology

              8.89%   Medical and biotechnology companies

            7%   Other 

            6.67%   Engineering services 

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected  
Jan. 30–Feb. 18, 2014

headquarters

companies

Mobility concerns surrounding FM 1463

“I am writing in hopes that I can ask for your help in bringing 
attention to the major traffic problems at the intersection of 
FM 1463 and I-10 and then from 1463 to Firethorne. With all 
the new development coming in the area, it has taken me 15 
minutes just to get to I-10 from Firethorne in the mornings. 
Then on my way home, it takes me about 20 minutes just 
to get through the light to turn left on FM 1463. We feel like 
the planners for the road expansion there have snubbed this 
problem. . . I’ve started a Facebook page to reach out to 
neighbors to rally support to try and move things along.”

https://www.facebook.com/groups/275535769279335/

—Jody Detmore

“The road improvements are about three years behind this 
explosive growth in house building, so we’ll have much 
more traffic.”

—Fulshear resident

“As if traffic wasn’t bad enough on these two roads.”

—Katy resident

For full and additional comments,  
visit impactnews.com/kty

READER COMMENTS

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

How do you believe education should be 
structured and funded?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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4  Francesca’s, a women’s boutique with 
a constantly changing array of clothes, 
accessories and gift items, opened Jan. 
18 at LaCenterra, 23501 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd, Ste. S-100. The store, which offers a 
variety of handbags, jewelry and shoes, is 
the retailer’s first Katy location. 
281-394-7006. www.francescas.com

5  Area residents can visit 20 Nails, at 
9727 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 600, for 
a variety of beauty enhancing services. 
The shop offers more than 500 different 
polish colors for manicures and pedicures 
as well as 500 different colors of shellac. 
It also offers several types of wax hair 
removal. Appointments are preferred. 
281-391-0020

6  Vargas Family Dentistry, at 2944 S. 
Mason Road, Ste. N, opened its doors at 
the beginning of February. The practice, 
led by Beatriz Vargas-Oshaben, D.D.S., 
offers general dental work, including 
regular cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns 
and root canals, as well as panoramic 
imaging of teeth. 281-395-5800. 
www.vargasdentistry.com

7  Koko FitClub of Katy–Kingsland 
Boulevard, at 19901 Kingsland Blvd., 
is a fitness center that integrates digital 
diagnostics to gauge workouts and 
nutrition. The combination of technology 
and exercise equipment allows clients 
to set effective goals and quantify their 
achievement. 281-646-1000. 
www.katy.kokofitclub.com

8  Local businesses that need to collect 
from customers who have failed to pay 
can now call the Johnny Taylor Law 
Firm, at 22503 I-10. Taylor has previously 
represented banks, credit unions, 
financing companies and mortgage 
services to help them prevent unnecessary 
financial losses. 281-910-4703. 
www.paymyclients.com

9  Cloud 9 Skin Care, at 1409 East Ave., 
offers specialized facials meant to cleanse 
skin, flush out toxins and relax the body. 
Cloud 9 offers a variety of facial peels, 

Now Open

1  Gifted students can receive advanced 
academic enrichment at IVY Learning, 
which opened recently at 21929 Highland 
Knolls Drive. The tutoring and test 
preparation center requires proof of 
acceptance in a gifted school program, 
straight A’s on report cards or success on 
the center’s assessment for admittance. 

281-712-9000. 
www.ivylearninghouston.com

2  DryStyle Blow Dry Bar, at 9727 
Spring Green Blvd., offers shampooing, 
conditioning, updo hairstyles, blowouts 
and blow-dry styling for all hair types. 
Patrons can also have their makeup and 
eyelashes done. 281-574-5551. 
www.thedrystyle.com

3  The Gym Station opened a multi-
room gym space at 5929 FM 1463 in 
January. Children ages 12 months 
through 7 years can participate in a 
variety of tumbling and dance-related 
classes. Some of the classes, especially 
for younger children, encourage parent 
participation. The company also hosts 
birthday parties. 281-394-7844. 
www.gymstation.com
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microdermabrasion, massage, eyelash 
and eyebrow tinting. Treatments are 
scheduled by appointment only. 
832-818-8084. www.cloud9facials.com

10  Swasth Yoga, at 21020 Highland 
Knolls Drive, Ste. 7, teaches general 
yoga for participants of all ages. The 
studio offers therapeutic yoga for a 
variety of common ailments and stress 
management. There are also classes for 
seniors and for children. 832-677-3963

11  Hippie Princess, at 5729 Second 
St., opened its storefront Feb. 14. The 
boutique, which has operated as an online 
store for 12 years, offers brand-name 
clothing, jewelry, handbags, clothing, 
shoes and boots. 832-437-2381. 
www.hippieprincess.net

12  Area residents can treat themselves 
to traditional Brazilian food at Alegria 
Brazilian Grill. The restaurant, at 24449 
I-10, Ste. 700, opened in mid-January and 
offers a variety of authentic Brazilian-style 
meats, vegetables and desserts prepared 
by Brazilian cooks. 281-394-7753. 
www.alegriagrill.com

13  European Wax Center, at 1821 Fry 
Road, opened in January. The facility 
offers an array of waxing services, hair 
removal and skincare products for men 
and women. Services include everything 
from body wax to eyebrow shaping. 
281-446-6666. www.waxcenter.com

14  Residents can get a taste of traditional 
Peruvian food at Sur Latin Peruvian 
Cuisine, 19901 Kingsland, Ste. A. The 
restaurant, which opened Jan. 12, offers 
a variety of Latin dishes, including Lomo 
Saltado—a stir-fried filet mignon, with 
tomato and onions, served with French 
fries and rice—and ceviche. 
281-385-9778. www.surlatinfood.com

Coming Soon

15  Noah’s of Katy, a multiuse facility 
and venue at 21402 Merchants Way, is 
slated to open in April. The 9,900-square-

foot facility has several rooms to 
accommodate a variety of special events, 
including weddings, business and family 
events. 832-451-7201. www.mynoahs.com

16  The Grand Ridge Office 
Condominiums at Grand Parkway, at 
440 Cobia Drive, is seeking tenants for a 
series of four-unit single-story buildings 
that can be built to suit for a variety of 
firms. SBC Development, LLC broke 
ground late last year on the project. Each 
unit, between 1,200 and 4,900 square feet, 
includes four offices or three offices with 
a conference room, kitchen, restroom and 
reception area with private front-door 
entrances. Select units are also available 
for lease. 832-772-6866. 
www.grandridgeofficecondos.com

17  Medina Orthodontics, at 10605 
Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 300, will offer 
braces for kids, teens and adults as well 
as Invisalign and sleep apnea appliances. 
The practice is scheduled to open in the 
middle of March but is prescreening 
patients at another office. 281-394-9300. 
www.medinabraces.com

Square Cow Moovers plans to open a 
Katy area branch and office March 1. The 
Austin-based company, with another 
location in The Woodlands, offers 
residential, local, in-state, out-of-state and 
smaller commercial moving services. 
281-419-8282. 
www.squarecowmoovers.com

Relocations

18  Katy Art & Custom Framing, at 
24210 Westheimer Parkway, recently 
moved into a bigger space from its former 
location in downtown Katy. The custom 
framing shop also opened an art school, 
offering after school classes for students as 
well as day and evening classes for adults. 
281-391-9146. www.katyartschool.com, 
katyartandframe.com

Anniversaries

19  The Emergency Room at Katy Main 

Street began serving the Katy area 
one year ago in January. The facility, at 
25765 I-10, has its own full-service lab, 
pharmacy and state-of-the-art imaging 
services. Emergency care is available 24 
hours a day. 281-395-9900. 
www.erkaty.com

20  Steeplechase Pediatrics Center is 
celebrating the one-year anniversary of 
its Katy location, at 22762 Westheimer 
Parkway, Ste. 560. The location is led by 
doctors Naheed Rahman, Grace Leonardo 
and Farah Mamedov. The group has two 
other locations in the Cy-Fair area. 
281-921-0590. www.steeplechasepedi.com

21  A year ago on Feb. 8 Great Harvest 
Bread Co., at 1623 S. Fry Road, opened 
its doors to Katy area customers. 
The Montana-based franchise offers 
fresh bread and pastries made from 
wheat ground on location daily. The 
shop also offers coffee and a variety 
of sandwiches. The company has six 
other Texas locations. 281-578-3097. 
greatharvestkatytx.com

In the News

LiuGong North America, a Katy-
headquartered heavy construction 
equipment manufacturer, plans to open 
an interim facility at 22220 Merchants 
Way, Ste. 100, while searching for a 
large tract of land on which to build a 
permanent facility. 

The 35,000-sqare-foot interim facility 
almost triples the size of the company’s 
former location at 20823 Park Row.

LiuGong’s growth precipitated the 
move. Ultimately, the permanent 
facility, which will likely be more than 
100,000 square feet, will include a 
parts warehouse, training center, shop, 
paint booth, fabrication and assembly, 
equipment proving ground and 
equipment storage yard. 

The company, which currently employs 
about 38 workers locally, is eyeing several 
pieces of property—one in the Katy area. 
It will move out of the Merchants Way 
facility after it builds its new facility. News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Nick Cenegy

The Gym Station opened a new facility on FM 1463 
to host dance and tumbling classes and events.

3

Francesca’s women’s boutique opened its first 
Katy area location in LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch.

4
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multiuse venue for events slated to open in April. 
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www.PREMIERPTstudio.com | call (281) 394-5562 | We guarantee results!

27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd. #600 Katy, TX 

Come in for a complimentary personal 
training session with Carl 
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        Cinco Ranch Blvd. Katy-Gaston Rd. 
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CVS• discussing goals
• completing initial fitness assessment

• workout for your fitness level
• spa stretch 

• workout plan to implement today!

Life changing results!
Wonderful lifestyle!

Euphoric feeling every session!

We Offer

We look forward to meeting you very soon!  

See our website 
for our many 

success stories! 

Now offering 
Private Pilates!  
Call for details.
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ColoreCtal CanCer SCreening
ProteCt yourSelf and ProaCtively  
SCreen for Colon CanCer.

Preventing colorectal cancer is even better than finding it early.
Colorectal cancer is the one cancer that can be prevented — and regular screenings can save 
your life. It is the second leading cause of cancer death for men and women, so if you are 50 or 
older, educate yourself and learn more about your screening options. Colonoscopy, a colorectal cancer 
screening test is available at Houston Methodist West Hospital. Another option available to you is a 
screening test that checks for blood in feces and can be performed in the privacy of your home. 

free take-home colorectal cancer screening kits 
Available:  March 1 – 31, 2014

Where:  Houston Methodist West Hospital Cancer Center

Order online houstonmethodist.org/colorectal-cancer 
or by phone:  832.522.5522. Delivery by mail.

Pick up  Cancer Center, 18400 Katy fwy., Suite 120  
in person: Monday-friday, 8 a.m.– 12 p.m., 1 p.m.– 4 p.m. 

18400 Katy Freeway, Suite 120 
Houston, Texas
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Katy ISD considers school bond 
proposal to keep up with growth
By Nick Cenegy

To keep pace with the area’s growth, 
Katy ISD is considering calling a bond for 
the November 2014 election, according to 
a presentation delivered at a Feb. 10 board 
of trustees work-study meeting.

“It is undisputed that we are a fast-
growing district,” Katy ISD Superinten-
dent Alton Frailey said.

Booming residential developments 
already underway on the district’s 
southwest side and thousands of acres 
purchased by developers for new commu-
nities north of I-10 will likely require the 
district to accelerate its construction of 
schools, according to district officials.

Moderate enrollment projections, 
which are the projections used for plan-
ning, show its total student population 
growing to more than 80,000 students in 
the next five years and nearly 100,000 in 
the next decade, said Tom Gunnell, chief 
operations officer for the district.

Katy ISD, which currently has 67,345 
students, will likely see intensified growth 
north of I-10 in a way similar to the 
growth of its southwestern quadrant in 
the previous 10 years, Gunnell said.

“The district will need schools both 
north and south of I-10 over the next 10 
years,” he said.

On average, there will be a projected 
4,000 new housing occupancies every 
year in the district’s boundaries for the 
foreseeable future.

There are also more immediate con-
cerns, including King and Wolman ele-
mentary schools and junior high schools 
in the southwestern part of the district. 
Those schools will approach record high 
enrollment in the next few years.

The district’s last successful bond was 
in 2010. It yielded no increase in property 
tax. All of the projects from the $459 mil-
lion bond are complete, including three 
new elementary schools, one junior high, 
one high school, one replacement elemen-
tary school and numerous renovations.

The next bond was expected to have 
been in 2012 or 2013, but by using the 
2010 bond money, a strategy was devel-
oped to push it back and two new elemen-
tary school projects and STEM project 
center, slated to open this fall, were paid 
for, Gunnell said.

The district’s last bond attempt, a $99 
million package intended to provide 
a new stadium, agriculture center and 
STEM project center, failed in November 
2013. Based on previous demographic 
projects, the next bond was expected to be 
called in 2015.

After the work-study presentation, 
board members emphasized the neces-
sity of communication and community 
engagement for the success of a 2014 bond 
after a 2013 bond failure.

“The problem with passing a bond is 
that it can be beaten with sound bites but 
it needs a classroom explanation,” Posi-
tion 5 Board Member Henry Dibrell said. 
“We have to realize that right now there is 
not a taste in this country for more debt, 
but this is not the same thing that goes 
on in Washington, D.C. We have to take 
this time, not the time in November, to 
explain that to as many members of our 
community as possible.”

Several board members spoke to the 
need of encouraging the community to 
take ownership of what they believe needs 
to be done.

“We know this growth is coming,” 
Position 6 Board Member Bryan Michal-
sky said. “We know we’re going to need 
facilities. Yet, what I think we’re fighting 
against in some respects is the cul-de-
sac perspective. I think our parents are 
generally interested and involved in their 
school zone, but we need to educate them 
to the point of a broader perspective.”

Several members of the board suggested 
that the bond’s citizen committee, which 
was initially to include 100 members, be 
expanded to 200–250 members as a way 
of getting more members of the commu-
nity involved. The citizen board is slated 
to deliver a recommendation to the board 
at some point in July.

EDUCATION

POSSIBLE  Katy ISD Bond

Recent Bond History

Enrollment in the district is soon expected to 
exceed the capacity of current school facilities, 
according to the most recent demographic data.

Katy ISD successfully passed a 2010 bond that 
funded new schools, but a 2013 bond to build 
a new stadium, agriculture complex and STEM 

project center failed at the polls.

2010 BOND - NO INCREASE IN TAXES

 $459M
ALL 2010 BOND PROJECTS COMPLETED

2013 BOND - REFERENDUM FAILED

 $99M

CURRENT ENROLLMENT

67,345
PROJECTED ENROLLMENT  IN 5 YEARS

80,000
PROJECTED ENROLLMENT  IN 10 YEARS

100,000
4,000

PROJECTED NEW HOUSING OCCUPANCIES
EVERY YEAR

Source: Katy ISD

Talia Trails
From the $600s – 281 759 8500
Luxury Patio Homes

Cinco Ranch
Sagewood – From the $500s
Ironwood Estates – From the $700s
281 392 8255

Cross Creek Ranch
Heron Lakes – From the $600s
The Lakes at Cross Creek Ranch –
From the $700s
713 452 1350

BUILD ON YOUR LOT
From the $400s without lot
GREATER HOUSTON – 281 356 5339

1

2

3

PARTNERS IN BUILDING has always been a part of Houston’s growth to 
the west, and offers five neighborhoods in three distinctive communities. 

Talia Trails is a luxury, patio home community in close proximity to the Energy 
Corridor. It is a great option for a low-maintenance lifestyle that’s a little closer 
to the heart of the city. We also have two neighborhoods in Cinco Ranch, and 
two neighborhoods in Cross Creek Ranch. Both of these communities are 
in the Katy ISD, and offer the renowned schools that helped fuel the growth 
in this sector of the city.  PARTNERS IN BUILDING is your go-to luxury 
builder throughout the west part of town.

LUXURY, CUSTOM HOMES FROM THE $500s TO $1-MILLION+

1
23 1093

LUXURY. CUSTOM. WEST HOUSTON. 
WE PUT THEM ALL TOGETHER.

VISIT US TODAY 
AND WE’LL PAY 
FOR THE GAS.
Receive a $25 Gas Card when you 
mention this ad on your first visit 
to any of our Sales Counselors.
1 card per customer.
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Stop With All
The Stopping

Drive nonstop between I-10 and 290 via the new 
Grand Parkway (SH 99) Segment E. There are no 
tollbooths on this high-tech toll road. You’ll need 
a TxTag, EZ TAG, TollTag, or METRO HOT Lanes 
Toll Tag to pay tolls. 

Need a tag? Sign up and fi nd maps, rates, and 

more information at:  

TxTag.org

STOLL-0349_4n9167x6n04_Rnd4_V1.indd   1 2/6/14   4:00 PM

You will fall in love the moment you step into the Falls at Green Meadows. This new Katy  
community has everything you desire in a new home:

- Exceptional Katy ISD Schools, including Katy High School 
- Luxury new homes by two of the nation’s leading home builders
- Outstanding amenities, including a recreation center with pool, walking trails, lakes, and playground
- Quick and easy access to I-10 and the new Grand Parkway, now open to Highway 290!

Situated on the site of the former Green Meadows golf course, this neighborhood has unique beauty 
and character. Now is the time to visit and fall in love with your new home in the Falls at Green 
Meadows. 

Katy 
High School

Katy City
Park

Avenue D

Franz Rd.

Highway 90

Pin Oak Rd.
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Kingsland Blvd.
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Westpark Tollway

FM
 1

46
3

Westheimer Pkwy.

FallsatGreenMeadows.com
FriendswoodDevelopment.com

New Homes starting from the $300s
Lennar |  281-769-4237

Meritage Homes | 832-425-8346
Model Homes Open Daily
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MULTI-FAMILY

Homeowners petition, speak out 
against Westgreen apartments

LaCenterra multi-family property 
expected to open in early 2015

Some homeowners hope a developer will 
reconsider plans for a multi-family com-
plex near the intersection of Westgreen 
Boulevard and Highland Knolls Drive.

The Guefen Companies has not yet 
begun construction on the complex—a 
proposed 171-unit, high-density luxury 
development on 5-acres. Rent for the 
three-story complex would start at about 
$1,300 per month. 

At a meeting of the Nottingham 
Country MUD on Feb. 17, about 20–30 
residents voiced their concerns. Several 
individuals argued that the complex 
would negatively affect property values, 
flooding and public safety in the area. 
Similar concerns are cited on an online 
petition at www.gopetition.com, which 
had garnered nearly 2,000 signatures as 
of Feb. 21. 

Despite the opposition, Ray Pavlovich, 
MUD president, said there is not much the 
MUD can do to intervene.  

“I think the real estate contract is 
already signed,” Pavlovich said. 

The only thing the MUD can do is 
respond to the request for water and 
sewer, he said. 

“If it has the capacity it can’t turn them 

 Houston-based development, construc-
tion and management firm, Fein, an-
nounced in February that it plans to build 
a 271-unit luxury apartment complex at 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch.
 The property, called The Grand at La-
Centerra, is slated to open in the second 
quarter of 2015, and will include one 
to three-bedroom apartments averag-

ing about 984 square feet, according to 
a statement released by the company. 
Units will feature 10-foot ceilings, stone 
countertops, stainless steel appliances and 
full-size washer and dryers. 
 Plans for the complex include lakeside 
views, a fitness facility, exercise studio, 
library and a resort-style pool and spa 
with poolside cabanas. 

down,” Pavlovich said. “We have more 
than adequate water and wastewater.”

If the group tried to interfere, it would 
be a guaranteed way to get sued and lose, 
he said. 

“Right now we have our engineer 
checking on the drainage issue,” Pavlov-
ich said. “But other than that, I think it 
is a done deal.”

Greg Becker, who started the online 
petition against the development, said 
that he and many other residents are not 
against all development the area, just the 
proposed high-density project. 

“We thought initially that they were 
negotiating with senior living apart-
ments,” Becker said, “That was okay 
because the traffic and security issues 
wouldn’t be there. We would just like to 
see something a little more amenable to 
the surrounding residential area.” 

At the Feb. 17 meeting, Guefen repre-
sentatives said there was no evidence of 
diminished property values in the neigh-
borhoods around their developments. 

But Becker said he is skeptical and 
would like to see a formal study. 

Calls to Guefen for comment were not 
returned by press time. 

Signs opposing proposed apartments dot the medians around Highland Knolls Drive and Westgreen Boulevard. 

N
ic

k 
C

en
eg

y

Book your time online for the latest 
in early breast cancer detection.

Breast tomosynthesis is an innovative, FDA-approved digital 

technology that helps your physician detect smaller tumors 

sooner – at the earliest stages of breast cancer. Th e 3-D imaging 

capability of tomosynthesis enables radiologists to see “inside” 

the breast, resulting in improved accuracy in screening for and 

pinpointing lesions.

For the location nearest you, visit memorialhermann.org
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

PRIMARY ELECTION DATES:
Early voting for the primary election: Feb. 18–28 
Primary election: March 4

HOUSE OF REP. - DISTRICT 132

Justin Perryman
Attorney 
www.justinperrymanfortexas.com

Years in Katy Area: 17–18

What are your top two priorities,  
if elected?
Reduce regulation and taxation on small 
businesses and tax payers. Protect the 
rights of veterans, military, faith, family and 
the unborn.

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office?
I was the Chairman of the Katy Area 
Republicans from 1997 to 2010 and 
served on the Board of Directors of the 
Katy Tea Party. I have been waiting for 
an opportunity to run for office in order 
to preserve the Judeo-Christian values 
of our country and return power to the 
people through limited government and 
taxation, which robs us of our property 
and liberties.

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected?
I have sat on the Katy Chamber Mobility 
Board for the past several years and have 
had access to the regional growth plans. 
A partnership with government, business 
and school district is essential for the 
growth of the district. Government should 
serve the needs of the community and 
not pick winners and losers in the free 
enterprise system.

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
I am a small business attorney with almost 
20 years of experience serving the needs 
of new companies and entrepreneurs.  I 
have coached 19 seasons of soccer, five of 
baseball and 10 years as a Scout leader.  I 
know this community and its needs.  I will 
be a transparent and available leader for 
this community.

Ann Hodge
President/CEO of the Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
www.hodgefortexas.com

Years in Katy Area: 31

What are your top two priorities,  
if elected?
My top two priorities are supporting wise 
infrastructure investments and improving 
education so that our young Texans are 
prepared to lead in a global economy. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office?
I believe that I know the issues facing the 
area because I’ve lived them, too. My 30 
years of experience in business makes 
me the ideal candidate to protect the job 
climate and fight for the infrastructure, 
education and low taxes that our residents 
need to make the district flourish. 

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected?
I believe that improving our infrastructure 
is crucial to managing the growth in the 
area. During my tenure as the president/
CEO of the Katy Area Chamber of 
Commerce (not affiliated with the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce), I fought hard 
to complete the new Grand Parkway 
Segment E from I-10 to 290 to increase the 
mobility and ease the traffic congestion 
our residents face. If elected, I will 
continue to make infrastructure a priority. 

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
My roots run deep in HD 132. I’ve been 
a resident for more than 30 years and 
the issues of the district are my issues. 
However, it’s not just the work I will do in 
Austin that matters; it’s also the work I will 
do when the Legislature is not in session. 
I promise to maintain a district office that 
excels in customer service and listens 
to the concerns of all of the residents 
of District 132. My door will always be 
open. That accessibility is the difference 
between simply being an elected official 
and instead being an advocate for the 
people of Texas House District 132. 

Michael Franks
Small business owner 
www.michaelfranks.org

Years in Katy Area: 7+ 

What are your top two priorities,  
if elected?
I want to tackle property tax reform. 
The 1997 Heflin plan championed a total 
reformation of the property tax system. 
I want to reintroduce that plan. With a 
Republican majority, there is no excuse for 
a lack of bold vision and reform. 

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office?
I have served on the State Republican 
Executive Committee and in top leadership 
for the past 20 years. Like many fellow 
conservative Republican voters, I am tired 
of electing those that do not stand to make 
the necessary cuts and implement needed 
reforms. We need a true citizen legislator 
that has no insider Austin ties, that is not 
another lawyer, has no lobbyist ties. 

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected?
Redirecting our resources and making 
sure they are allocated properly is the 
main thing. There is so much duplication 
and waste. I would make sure that the 
funds collected from the gas tax go to 
build roads and infrastructure, instead 
of those dollars being robbed for other 
things. I do not advocate for government 
being in “partnership” with business 
but that our best chances of success 
is if government gets out of the way 
so our local community, business and 
government leaders can best decide. 

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
I have a 20-year history of standing on 
solid conservative ideology. Rest assured 
my words are my own. I do not have Austin 
Insiders, or special interest PAC’s that 
want to buy and control my vote, I think 
that sets me apart as the true advocate 
for the residents of the district. I’m not a 
lawyer, lobbyist, or Austin Insider. I’m just 
a Christian conservative small business 
leader who is just like you. 

Mike Schofield
Attorney, Policy advisor to Gov. Rick 
Perry’s office 
www.mikeschofield.com

Years in Katy Area: Not provided

What are your top two priorities, if 
elected?
My top priority will always be to limit 
state government to the functions it is 
supposed to perform—including providing 
infrastructure such as roads, schools and 
water—and fighting against excessive 
regulation. My other priority is to control 
our border to stop the tide of illegal 
immigration, the drug cartels, and human 
trafficking into our state.

Why do you want to run for this 
elected office?
As policy adviser to Governor Perry, I have 
seen firsthand that we need legislators 
who have the experience, ability and 
desire to fight for traditional Texas 
values. We also need to protect Texas’s 
atmosphere of economic growth and 
entrepreneurship by fending off attempts 
to increase regulation and tax increases.

Development and growth have been 
big themes for the Katy area in recent 
years. How would you help plan for 
future growth in the area, if elected?
Katy and Cy-Fair will continue to have 
explosive growth in the coming years. I will 
work with the legislators from neighboring 
districts to form a cohesive group that 
works to ensure we plan ahead for the 
additional road, water and school needs to 
meet our population growth, while fighting 
to maintain the atmosphere that made us 
want to live here in the first place.

In what two ways do you see yourself 
as an advocate for the residents you 
will represent if elected?
My experience working closely with 
legislators on complex issues will allow 
me to hit the ground running and be an 
effective advocate for our community 
and our conservative values from the day 
I’m elected. As your representative, I will 
keep a constant line of communication 
open—through coffees and town halls in 
our neighborhoods and through a district 
office that reaches out to the people of 
our district.

Candidate answers have been  
edited to fit the allotted space.  
To read the complete responses, 
visit impactnews.com/kty
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RUNOFF ELECTION DATES:
Last day to register to vote: Feb. 3
Early voting for the primary runoff election: May 19–23
Primary runoff election: May 27

PRIMARY ELECTION DATES:

TEXAS HOUSE TEXAS SENATE

US HOUSE COUNTY PRECINCTS
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DIST.
28

DIST.
10

DIST.
7

DIST.
9

DIST.
22

DIST.
132

DIST.
149

DIST.
138

DIST.
135

DIST.
18

DIST.
17

DIST.
7

DIST.
3

WALLER
COUNTY

PRECINCT 4

FORT BEND COUNTY
PRECINCT 3

HARRIS COUNTY
PRECINCT 3

1Incumbent, 2Open seat l  Source: Texas Legislative Council

CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES
 District 3: Cecil Bell1

District 28: John Zerwas 
District 132: Bill Callegari2 
District 135: Gary Elkins 
District 138: Dwayne Bohac 
District149: Hubert Vo

CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES
 District 7: John Culberson 
District 9: Al Green 
District 10: Michael McCaul 
District 22: Pete Olson

CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES
 District 7: Dan Patrick 
District 17: Joan Huffman 
District 18: Glen Hegar 
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To register to vote, residents need to meet 
the following requirements:

• must be U.S. citizens
• must be 18 years old on Election Day
• must be a resident of the county in which 

they submit an application to register
• must not be a convicted felon
• must not have been declared “mentally 

incapacitated or partially mentally inca-
pacitated.”

 
Residents who are unsure if they are 
already registered can check their status 
online. Residents can search by their Texas 
driver’s license number, voter unique 
identifier or last and first name.

The site also includes links to the voter 
registration application and gives residents 
the option of having an application mailed 
to them.

Voter Registration

Source: Texas Secretary of State website,  

www.sos.state.tx.us

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

statewide democratic candidates
Governor

Wendy Davis Ray Madrigal

U.S. Senator
David Alameel
Michael “F-jet” Fjetland
Harry Kim

Kesha Rogers
Maxey Scherr

Attorney General
Sam Houston

Comptroller of Public Accounts
Mike Collier

Land Commissioner
John Cook

Agriculture Commissioner
Hugh Asa Fitzsimons III
Richard “Kinky” Friedman
Jim Hogan 

Texas Railroad Commission
Place 2
Steve Brown

 

Dale Henry

Lieutenant Governor

Leticia Van de Putte

county & district democratic candidates  

US Representative, District 7
James Cargas
Lissa Squiers

US Representative, District 10
Tawana Walter-Cadien

US Representative, District 22
Frank Briscoe
Mark Gibson

State Senator, District 7
Jim Davis

State Senator, District 17
Rita Lucido

State Representative, District 132 
Luis Lopez

State Representative, District 149 
Hubert Vo

State Board of Education, Dist. 7
Kathy King

U.S. Representative, Dist. XXEarly voting polling locations Election day polling locations

For Harris County polling locations, visit  
www.harrisvotes.org.

For Harris County polling locations, 
visit www.harrisvotes.org.

PRIMARY ELECTION DATES:
Early voting for the primary election: Feb. 18–28 
Primary election: March 4

Supreme Court of Texas 
Chief Justice
William Moody

Place 7
Gina Benavides

Place 6
Lawrence Edward Meyers

Court of Criminal Appeals
Place 3
John Granburg

Texas voters are now required to present one 
of seven specific forms of photo identification 
before they may cast their ballot.

Under Senate Bill 14, which was passed 
by the Texas Legislature in 2011 but did 
not take effect until a June 25, 2013, 
decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, voters 
must present one of the following forms of 
identification to vote:

• Texas driver’s license issued by the Texas 
Department of Public Safety

• Texas Election Identification Certificate 
issued by DPS

• Texas personal identification card issued 
by DPS

• Texas concealed handgun license issued 
by DPS

• U.S. military identification card containing 
the cardholder’s photograph

• U.S. citizenship certificate containing the 
cardholder’s photograph

• U.S. passport
 
Voters who do not have a valid form of 
ID can apply for an election identification 
certificate for no cost at any driver’s 
license office. Details on how to apply for 
an EIC are available on the DPS website, 
www.txdps.state.tx.us/driverlicense/
electionid.htm

Voter ID Required

*Incumbent

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the 2014 Primary Election ballot in the communities defined by Community Impact 
Newspaper’s Katy coverage area. Candidates with silhouette photos were not able to be reached before press time. The 
candidate lists were provided by their respective parties, which are responsible for the primary elections. The Libertarian Party 
will nominate candidates for statewide office at its convention April 12. More information is at www.lptexas.org. 

24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 220 
Katy, TX 77494

281-712-7241

ParkwayENT.com • Compassionate care for adults and Children • Care for the Ear, Nose, and Throat

Brae McDougald, M.A., CCC-A
Audiologist

Dr. David Sycamore MD
Otolaryngologist/Allergist

Make every day sound better

• Outstanding customer service 
• Most advanced digital technology
• Invisible Devices
• Blue tooth connectivity

Don’t wait for a problem. Come in for a free, no obligation hearing device consultation

Today's hearing devices are better than ever!
We care about you!
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statewide republican candidates

U.S. Senator
John Cornyn*
Curt Cleaver
Ken Cope
Chris Mapp

Reid Reasor
Steve Stockman
Dwayne Stovall
Linda Vega

Attorney General
Dan Branch
Ken Paxton

Barry Smitherman

Comptroller of Public Accounts
Glenn Hegar
Harvey Hilderbran

Debra Medina
Raul Torres

Land Commissioner
George P. Bush David Watts

Governor

Greg Abbott Lisa Fritsch Dan PatrickSecede Kilgore Jerry PattersonMiriam Martinez Todd Staples

Lieutenant governor

David Dewhurst*

county & district republican candidates  

US Representative, District 7
John Culberson*

US Representative, District 10
Michael McCaul*

US Representative, District 22
Pete Olson*

State Senator, District 7
James Wilson
Paul Bettencourt

State Senator, District 17
Joan Huffman
Derek Anthony

State Representative, District 3
Cecil Bell Jr.

State Representative, District 28
John Zerwas* 

State Representative, District 132
Justin D. Perryman
Mike Schofield
Ann Hodge
Michael Franks

State Representative, District 149
Al Hoang
Nghi T. Ho

State Board of Education, District 7
Rita Ashley
David Bradley

Waller County Judge
Stan Kitzman
Trey Duhon

Waller County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Larry Jones
Justin Beckendorff

RUNOFF ELECTION DATES:
Last day to register to vote: Feb. 3
Early voting for the primary runoff election: May 19–23
Primary runoff election: May 27

Agriculture Commissioner
J. Allen Carnes
Joe Cotten
Tommy Merritt

Sid Miller
Eric Opiela

Texas Railroad Commission, Place 2
Becky Berger
Malachi Boyuls

Wayne Christian
Ryan Sitton

Supreme Court of Texas 
Chief Justice
Nathan Hecht*
Robert Talton
Place 6
Jeff Brown*
Joe Pool

Place 7
Jeff Boyd*
Place 8
Phil Johnson*
Sharon McCally

Court of Criminal Appeals
Place 3
Bert Richardson
Barbara Walther
Place 4
Richard Dean Davis
Jani Jo Wood
Kevin Patrick Yeary

Place 9
W.C. “Bud” Kirkendall
David Newell

*Incumbent

*Incumbent

PRIMARY ELECTION DATES:

Governor: The governor serves as the chief 
executive of Texas and can serve an unlimited 
number of four-year terms. The governor offers 
policy recommendations and may introduce bills. 
The governor is also responsible for appointing 
state board and commission members. Gov. Rick 
Perry will not be seeking re-election in 2014. 

Lieutenant governor: In Texas, the lieutenant 
governor is elected on a separate ticket from 
the governor. The lieutenant governor serves as 
president of the State Senate and is responsible 
for establishing committees and appointing 
members. The lieutenant governor can be 
elected to an unlimited number of four-year 
terms. Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst is running for 
re-election in 2014. 

Texas House: The Texas House is made 
up of 150 members representing districts 
of approximately 167,000 people each. 
Representatives serve two year terms with no 
term limits. 

Attorney general: The attorney general is 
responsible for defending the state’s constitution, 

representing the state in court and approving 
public bond issues. Attorney General Greg 
Abbott is running for governor in 2014.

Comptroller of public accounts: The 
comptroller is responsible for managing the 
state’s finances by acting as its tax collector, 
accountant and treasurer. The comptroller is 
elected to four-year terms. Comptroller Susan 
Combs is not seeking re-election in 2014. 

Land commissioner: The land commissioner 
manages state assets, investments and 
mineral rights and also chairs numerous 
boards and commissions. The commissioner 
is elected to four-year terms. Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson is not seeking re-election  
in 2014. 

Agriculture commissioner: The agriculture 
commissioner manages consumer protection, 
agriculture, healthy living and economic 
development programs. The commissioner 
is elected to four-year terms. Commissioner 
Todd Staples is running for lieutenant governor 
in 2014. 

STATEWIDE POLITICAL JOB DESCRIPTIONS

COMPILED BY: NICK CENEGY & COMMUNITY IMPACT STAFF
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281.517.8710

12 through 16 
Southland Conference Basketball Tournament

Eight collegiate teams, in both the men’s and women’s 
divisions, compete to win the Southwest Conference’s 
automatic bid to the NCAA’s 2014 Tournament. $75. The 
Merrell Center, 6301 South Stadium Ln. 281-396-2562.  
www.merrellcenter.org

15 St. Patrick’s Day Parade
The city of Fulshear and the Fulshear Area Chamber 

of Commerce host the 8th annual St. Patrick’s Day Festival 
and Parade downtown. The event features performances by 
the Texas Blue Brothers Tribute Band, a kid’s area with rock 
climbing wall, bounce houses and obstacle courses. The 
parade features an Irish bagpiper, the Yellow Rose Derby 
Girls, the Fulshear Simonton Fire Dog Sparky and the Huggins 
Elementary choir. 1–7 p.m. Free. 832-600-3221.  
www.fulsheartexas.gov

16 Sweet Tooth Bike Ride
Bike Barn sponsors a bike ride from Sweet Tooth 

Candy Shoppe in Fulshear. Riders can make their way through 
the countryside and backroads, selecting either a 40 or 65-mile 
route, with a rest stop. The ride starts from Sweet Tooth. Riders 
are asked to RSVP via the company’s website. 8 a.m. Free. 
8503 FM 359, Fulshear. 713-869-7100. www.bikebarn.com

19 through 30 
Pin Oak Charity Horse Show

For about two weeks each year, the Great Southwest 
Equestrian Center hosts the area’s most prominent 
equestrian show. The annual show and fundraiser has been 
taking place since 1947. Free (most events). 2501 S. Mason 
Road, Ste. 410, Katy, 281-398-7007. www.pinoak.org

26 Afternoon Art
The Maud Marks Library sponsors craft programs for 

children ages 6–11. Participants can put their imaginations to 
work with glue, paper, scissors and markers—all necessary 
materials are provided. Programs normally last one hour. 4:30 

p.m. Free. 1815 Westgreen Blvd. 281-492-8592.  
www.hcpl.net/location/maud-smith-marks-branch-library

29 Chalk Art Event
Christ Clinic of Katy hosts an interactive chalk art 

show at LaCenterra’s Central Green. Residents can watch 
as selected artists transform the pavement into vibrant chalk 
images. Artists must make their entries by March 9 to be 
selected to participate. 1–4 p.m. Free. 5504 First St., Katy. 
281-391-0190. www.christclinickaty.com

29 No Label Triathlon
The third annual race, which benefits several Katy 

area food banks, starts at Katy High School Natatorium with a 
300-meter swim, then a 14-mile bike ride to 1st Street before 
a final 3-mile run back to the No Label Brewing Co. The event 
is limited to 450 athletes. Contestants are asked to bring 
one non-perishable food item to packet pick-up. 7 a.m. $80 
(individual until Feb. 28)  $90 (individual after March 1), $110 
(relay until Feb. 28) $115 (relay after March 1).  
www.itrievents.net/No-Label-Triathlon.html

Cultural Kite Festival
The city of Sugar Land hosts its fifth 
annual kite festival, featuring a variety of 

competitions and trophies, kite flying lessons, and a 
kite-building workshop. Visitors can build and fly kites 
while enjoying a variety of entertainment options. Music 
and live performances take place on the main stage at 
Sugar Land Memorial Park. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Sugar 
Land Memorial Park, 15300 University Blvd., Sugar 
Land. 281-275-2885. www.sugarlandtx.gov

February

27 through March 2 
The Music Man Jr.

Memorial Parkway Junior High will present “The Music 
Man Jr.”, an adaptation of the classic musical, in the MPJH 
cafeteria. 7 p.m. (February 27–March 1), 3 p.m. (March 2). $6 
(general admission), Free (Gold Card members). Memorial 
Parkway Junior High, 21203 Highland Knolls Drive.  
281-237-5800. www.katyisd.org

March

02 “Lone Star” Concert
The Lone Star Symphonic Band performs a variety 

of Texas and western-themed selections at its Texas-size 
concert. The evening of entertainment includes a performance 
by the Trombone Choir. 4 p.m. $5.50 (advance), $10 (day of). 
CrossPoint Community Church, 700 S. Westgreen Blvd.  
www.lssband.org

06 Orchids 101
The Nottingham Country Garden Club will 

host Bruce Cameron, owner of Orchid Obsession, for an 
introductory talk on orchid care. Cameron is a member of 
the American Orchid Society, the Houston Orchid Society, 
the Houston Bromeliad Society, and has served on the board 
of directors at the Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens. 
Guests do not have to live in Nottingham Country to attend. 
9:30 a.m. Free. Municipal Utility Building #81, 805 Hidden 
Canyon Drive. 281-492-2175. www.nottinghamgardenclub.org

06 Ties and Tiaras
Katy ISD Partners in Education sponsors this 

evening of entertainment to support the KEYS mentoring 
program. Members of the community enjoy performances by 
the Katy ISD high school show choirs, the Taylor High School 
Pacesetter Officers and the Katy High School Jazz Band. 
Proceeds from the ticket sales and corporate sponsorships 
benefit the KEYS Scholarship Fund, which has awarded 
$139,000 to graduating KEYS seniors since its inception in 
2006. 5:30–7:30 p.m. $25 (advance), $40 (at the door). Agave 
Road, 1016 FM 1463, Katy. 281-396-2468. www.katyisd.org

08 through 11 
 Change the Story Tour

The Compassion International “Change the Story Tour” 
is an opportunity for adults and children to walk through 
foreign homes, schools and markets without leaving the a 
3,500-square-foot interactive space listening to the life-
changing stories of a child whose life began in poverty. 
Free. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Blessington Farms, 510 Chisolm Trail, 
Simonton. 832-444-8717. www.blessingtonfarms.com,  
www.compassion.com/change

CALENDAR

Worth the TRIP

M A R
01

Compiled by Nick Cenegy

Find more or submit Katy events at  
impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the first Friday of  
the month.

Online Calendar

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

rs
 L

yr
ic

a

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

ha
w

n 
M

cM
ill

en
 P

ho
to

g
ra

p
hy



Katy Edition • February 2014 FEATURES  15

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.

All Pets Animal Hospital

Kingsland Blvd.
Katy Gap Rd.

Choyce holds Maximilian, who is being rehabilitated after he was hit by a car and severely injured. 
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All Pets Animal Hospital 
Clinic offers emergency care around the clock

There are a few stories that remind Dr. 
Patrick Choyce, owner of All Pets Ani-
mal Hospital in Katy, of the special bond 
between humans and animals and why 
he became a veterinarian.

“Once a man who loved his 9-foot boa 
constrictor came in very worried because 
his snake had swallowed a teddy bear 
whole,” Choyce said. “I examined the 
snake and sure enough, he had a large 
bulge around his middle. We did surgery 
on him, sewed him back up and sent him 
home with his owner.”

For more than 30 years, Choyce has 
practiced veterinary medicine—26 of 
those in the Katy area. In April 2011, 
Choyce and his team moved to a new 
building at 24221 Kingsland Blvd. and 
began offering care 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week and 365 days a year. The clinic 
sees dogs, cats and exotic pets—includ-
ing 9-foot boa constrictors—birds and 
pet pigs. They also treat FFA livestock.

“I think one thing that sets us apart 
is the fact that we are staffed around the 
clock,” Choyce said. “Previously, there 
was a veterinarian and a nurse on call, 
but this is one of the only Katy locations 
that is ready and available all the time 
for anything that might happen with 
animals.” 

On average, the practice sees between 
50–70 animals per day, including ani-
mals boarding at the facility. In addition 
to around the clock care, the practice 
offers pet rehabilitation, grooming, house 
calls and special informational events for 
pet owners. 

The facility is still a work in progress 
with room to grow, Choyce said. It has 
taken several years to recruit additional 
veterinarians and build the hospital’s 
resources. The staff can now use a variety 
of advanced equipment for diagnos-
tics, including ultrasound machines. 
There is also a collection of specialized 

rehabilitation equipment at the facility, 
including a water-filled treadmill about 
the size of a small hot tub. 

Choyce said the clinic is accredited 
with the American Animal Hospital 
Association, which only about 14 percent 
of practices have. This accreditation sets 
the highest small animal veterinary hos-
pital standards in the world, he said. The 
accreditation is only a reflection of the 
staff’s knowledge and passion, he said. 

“A lot of veterinarians won’t see pet 
pigs or exotic animals because it takes 
a lot of knowledge,” Choyce said. “My 
staff and I try to set the bar high for our 
practice.”

The staff at the clinic also maintains 
a collegial relationship with the other 
clinics in the area so that they can be a 
resource in emergencies. 

“There is a need for a 24/7/365 animal 
hospital, and we are able to provide that,” 
Choyce said. 

The practice has seen 25 percent 
growth in its business during the last 
year and an improved and enhanced 
training program for its staff.

But at the base of the clinic’s growth is 
a keen passion for animals, Choyce said. 
That passion is evidenced by a mattress 
tucked away in a corner of the empty sec-
ond floor above the clinic. There, in the 
unfinished space meant to accommodate 
future expansion, veterinarians spend 
their nights on call, waiting to be awoken 
in the case of an emergency. 

Choyce, who began his career working 
at a veterinary clinic in high school, sees 
this life as his calling—the 24-hour clinic 
and the ability to educate pet owners are 
the products of that calling. 

“I am really passionate about seeing 
people have great relationships with their 
pets. Through a thorough and advanced 
animal hospital, I can play a part in that,” 
Choyce said.  

BUSINESS

24221 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy • (281) 579-7083
www.allpetsanimalhospital.org

Indy, a Chihuahua whose hind legs are para-
lyzed, is a sort of mascot around the hospital. 

The facility was built so that it could expand to 
the second floor as it grows. 

All Pets has a full pharmacy as well as sells a 
variety of pet food and related products.  

All pets, all the time

By Meredith Mohr

3
YEARS
in the new 
location

100 lbs.
of dog food per day

boa is among the 
most exotic animals 
treated at the clinic

60%
of clinic
is dogs

30%
of clinic
is cats

10%
of clinic
is exotic

All Pets goes  
through an average of

Dr. Choyce has been 
practicing for 9 ft. 

31
YEARS

99
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My team of experts in Katy focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me 
through advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, 
chemotherapy, clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. 
Having MD Anderson in my community kept me close to my friends and close to home. 
I chose MD Anderson in Katy. Find Your MD Anderson today.

When I had breast cancer, the 
world’s leading care was right here. 

I chose 
MD Anderson

in Katy
- Jeanne Zarazee

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

Facebook.com/MDAndersonKaty

Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

14RCCM001Q_Community Impact Newspaper CyFair_2.indd   1 2/10/14   9:23 AM
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Da Vinci  
Ristorante Italiano

S Fry Rd.
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Poised over a table-side gas burner, Salmassi coaxes sugar into caramel and drizzles it over desserts. 
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O n any given evening, in the after-
glow of half-finished wine and 
fully-cleaned plates, customers 

compliment the food at Alex Salmassi’s 
restaurant. 

“It is fantastic,” said one. “Wonderful,” 
said another.

Salmassi’s earnest reply to them:
 “It must be.” 
Quality is assumed, beyond question, 

he says. Running a neighborhood restau-
rant that could compete against the finest 
dining in the biggest of cities can only 
begin after that foundation exists.

When he opened Da Vinci Ristorante 
Italiano five years ago, at 6455 S. Fry 
Road, he offered no menu. The place was 
small enough to make custom dishes for 
every table. 

“I would simply ask them ‘Do you want 
no legs, two legs, or four legs,’” he said, 
alluding to fish, chicken or other meat. 

As the clientele grew, he introduced 
a chalkboard of selections, and later a 
rotating list of dishes on a menu. These 
are not “specials,” he insists, merely sug-
gestions.  

Salmassi finds reward in the intimacy 
of the restaurant. His 22 years in the 
industry have taken him across the globe, 
including studying at the prestigious Le 
Cordon Bleu in Paris, earning a degree 
from Vieux-Bois in Geneva, Switzerland 
in restaurant and hotel management, 
cooking with Emeril Lagasse, and own-
ing successful restaurants in places as 
diverse as Kemah and Johannesburg, 
South Africa.  

“Every time people sit down in those 
chairs, it gives me the chance to do what 
I love to do,” Salmassi said. 

His passion has cultivated a loyal 
group of customers in Katy and he 

knows most of them by name. But the 
experience has taken some getting used 
to for others.

Da Vinci’s limited size and hours—5 
p.m. to 10 p.m. (or whenever the last 
costumer leaves)—means that it is only 
able to serve 100–150 customers per 
night. When it is booked, the restaurant 
turns away reservations. On an average 
Friday or Saturday night that might mean 
100–200 people; on Valentine’s Day, it 
means many times more, Salmassi said. 

Though he doesn’t like turning people 
away, Salmassi said he is not interested in 
expanding—except maybe to add a mod-
est veranda to accommodate another 6 or 
7 tables out in front. The restaurant has 
only 17 tables now.  

Keeping it small, maintains the quality, 
Salmassi said.  The restaurant does not 
have walk-in freezers. Instead, he visits 
markets every two days at to shop for 
fresh produce, seafood and meats. 

Salmassi had a nearly identical res-
taurant in Kemah for about 10 years. 
In 2008, however, the storm surge from 
Hurricane Ike, sent boats moored nearby 
crashing through the windows 

Afterwards, he moved farther inland 
and chose Katy because he liked the feel 
of the community.

 It is now easiest to find him in the 
restaurant’s dining room talking with 
guests. He is perhaps most in his element 
wearing his white chef ’s uniform cook-
ing at their table-side. 

Recently, after preparing fresh caramel 
and fruit to drizzle over an array of des-
serts for one patron’s birthday, he learned 
of another birthday in the house. 

“It’s her birthday, get the Champagne 
and sword,” he called to one of his wait-
ers. “And turn on the Stevie Wonder.”

DINING

6455 S Fry Rd., Ste. 100
Katy • (281) 392-2115
Hours: Mon.–Sun., 5 p.m.–10 p.m.

The Chef
Born in a town on the border of France and 
Spain, Salmassi is the son of a doctor. He 
said his father, a cardiologist, would often 
come home either joyful or despondent, 
depending on whether he had saved or lost 
a patient.

Salmassi was encouraged to become a 
doctor, too, but did not want to experience 
the ups and downs he had seen his father 
endure. 

He completed a year of dental school 
but ultimately hated it. Like many other 
students, however, he had worked in hotels 
and restaurants during his schooling. 

“Food brings people together,” he said.

Among the restaurant’s appetizers is its Porto-
bello Granchi, which includes crabmeat. 

The restaurant has a wide selection of fine wine.

Salmassi instructs a customer, in honor of her 
birthday, on how to open a bottle with a knife.

By Nick Cenegy

 
www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.91* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

* from over 170 clients surveyed

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

Call today to hear about March’s 
“les bons temp rouler” specials!

Da Vinci  
Ristorante Italiano
Worldly fine dining in the neighborhood
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Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home  
Counselor for complete details.  © 2013 Beazer Homes.  12/13  113423 

Transform your floorplan with Beazer  
Choice Plans—at no additional cost!NEW

Get more out of your home
beazer.com  •  281-850-8628

New Homes in West Houston  •  From the $140s to $430s
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Raintree Village
From the $140s to $180s

Churchill Farms
From the $210s to $430s
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INSIDE INFO

According to Katy ISD officials, the school district, 

along with many other districts across the nation, 

has a shortage of qualified bus drivers. 

RESPONSIBILITIES  
of a Bus Driver
Drive a school bus, on a split shift, in a safe and on-time manner. 
Provide safe transit and on-time delivery for the students of Katy ISD.

IN KATY ISD

INCLEMENT WEATHER?

KPRC
2

KHOU
11

KTRK
13

KRIV
26

KTMD
48

The district will contact the following TV stations by 6 a.m.

Transportation

QUALIFICATIONS of a Bus Driver 
• Katy ISD will train you
• Obtain a commercial driver’s license and pass the Texas bus driver’s training course.
• Be in good physical condition and be able to pass the yearly, required physical and drug  
 test examinations.
• Be 21 years of age and possess a high school diploma or G.E.D.
• Possess a driver’s license.

Transportation

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
Elementary:
Provided to students living beyond a 1/2 mile radius 
from the school property.

Secondary:
Provided to students living beyond a 1 mile radius 
from the school property.

Air Conditioning

The district will spend $1.5 million to retrofit many of the 
district’s route buses with air conditioning by mid-August.

FACTS & FIGURES

Fuel Consumption
In 2010/11, more than 600,000 gallons of low sulfur diesel, or about 
3,300 gallons per day. 

In addition, about 144,000 gallons of unleaded gasoline are used 
annually.

3
transportation 

centers

23,000
students transported 

twice daily

511
total

buses

7th
largest fleet of route 

buses in Texas

Regular Education: 1,100 bus runs with approx. 8,000 stops 
Special Needs: 375 bus runs with approx. 1,000 stops

Bus stops per day
STOP

Source: Katy ISD

1168351_10904

4.9167" x 12.25"

4C

1 Offer valid from January 1 through April 30, 2014, while supplies last. To be eligible for a soccer ball, you must complete a transfer 
of $400 or more in a single transaction from a linked account and log on to wellsfargo.com/specialoffer or call 1-888-553-6122 
(Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Pacific Time), no later than May 16, 2014, and provide the Wells Fargo ExpressSend 
Reference Number of your eligible transaction (listed on your transaction receipt), your name, and shipping address. Only 1 (one) 
soccer ball can be redeemed for each eligible transaction. A total of 14 soccer ball designs are available. The soccer ball you select 
will be mailed to your home address within 4 to 6 weeks after your request. Soccer ball is shipped via standard mail and deflated. 
Wells Fargo team members are not eligible for this offer.

 © 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. Transferred funds are not FDIC insured. In addition to the transfer 
fee, Wells Fargo makes money if converting U.S. dollars to foreign currency. In addition to the transfer fee, Wells Fargo makes 
money if converting US dollars to a foreign currency. 
Materials expire on 4/30/14. (1168351_10904)

Speak with a banker or visit wellsfargo.com/soccerball  
for more information. 

ExpressSend® Promotion

Score a goal 
with love

Receive a special 
edition soccer ball1

From January 1 to April 30
We know that your passion for soccer is one of the things that 
makes you feel closer to your family, that’s why we’re giving you 
a special edition soccer ball when you send $400 or more in a 
single transaction.

• Send money to Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Philippines, India, Vietnam, or China.

• Collect all 14 exclusive Wells Fargo designs.

• It’s easy to receive your soccer ball: visit wellsfargo.com/
specialoffer or call 1-888-553-6122. 

1168351_10904 4.9167x12.25 4c.indd   1 1/10/14   9:41 AM
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Tuesday, March 4: Super Series I, 
Round 1, 6:45 p.m.

Wednesday, March 5: Super Series I, 
Round 2, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, March 6: Super Series I, 
Round 3 Championship, 6:45 p.m.

Friday, March 7: Super Series II,  
Round 1, 6:45 p.m.

Saturday, March 8: Super Series II, 
Round 2, 3:45 p.m.

Sunday, March 9: Super Series II,  
Round 3 Championship, 3:45 p.m.

Monday, March 10: Super Series III, 
Round 1, 6:45 p.m.

Tuesday, March 11: Super Series III, 
Round 2, 6:45 p.m.

Wednesday, March 12: Super  
Series III, Round 3 Championship, 6:45 p.m.

Thursday, March 13: Super Series IV, 
Round 1, 6:45 p.m.

Friday, March 14: Super Series IV,  
Round 2, 6:45 p.m.

Saturday, March 15: Super Series IV, 
Round 3 Championship, 3:45 p.m.

Sunday, March 16: Super Series V,  
Round 1, 3:45 p.m.

Monday, March 17: Super Series V,  
Round 2, 6:45 p.m.

Tuesday, March 18: Super Series V,  
Round 3 Championship, 6:45 p.m.

Wednesday, March 19: Semifinal 1,  
6:45 p.m.

Thursday, March 20: Semifinal 2,  
6:45 p.m. 

Friday, March 21: Wild card, 6:45 p.m. 

Saturday, March 22: BP Super Series 
Championship, 3:45 p.m. 

Sunday, March 23: Super Shootout,  
3:45 p.m. 

20  FEATURES

Rodeo 
Schedule
Rodeo 
Schedule

20  FEATURE

A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D 
P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  |  R AV E N N A  |  S A R AT O G A

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10, Firethorne has a unique
blend of urban conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

With scenic walking trails, a beach-entry pool and  
much more, there’s always a way to enjoy Firethorne.

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  
Award-winning Katy and Lamar school  

districts offer quality education at all ages.

S M A L L  T O W N  f e e l  
M E E T S  

B I G  C I T Y  a p p e a l .
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Tue., March 4 Cody Johnson

Wed., March 5  Brian Keane

Thu., March 6  Texas Renegade

Fri., March 7  Black Heritage Day

Sat., March 8  Jamie Richards

Sun., March 9  DJ

Mon., March 10  Keneflick

Tue., March 11  John Slaughter

Wed., March 12  Junior Gordon

Thu., March 13  Connor Christian and  
 Southern Gothic

Fri. March 14  Thieving Birds

Sat., March 15  The Honky Tonk Heroes

Sun., March 16  Go Tejano Day

Mon., March 17  O’Shea 

Tue., March 18  Crooks

The Hideout
Located: Large white tent on the east side of the Astrodome • Age requirement: 21 and up • Hours open: 6 p.m.–midnight Sun.–
Thu.; 6 p.m.–1 a.m. Fri. and Sat. • Shows begin: 10:15 p.m. weekdays; 8:30 p.m. weekends • Extra fee: No

Wed., March 19  Mike and the Moonpies

Thu., March 20  Sam Riggs and the Night  

     People

Fri., March 21   Max Stalling

Sat., March 22   Justin van Sant

Sun., March 23   Gary P. Nunn

Tue., March 4 Brad Paisley
Wed., March 5 Eli Young Band
Thu., March 6 Reba
Fri., March 7 Usher
Sat.,March 8 Chris Young
Sun., March 9 Selena Gomez
Mon., March 10 REO Speedwagon
Tue., March 11 Jason Aldean
Wed., March 12  Jake Owen
Thu., March 13 Maroon 5
Fri., March 14 Keith Urban
Sat., March 15 Hunter Hayes
Sun., March 16  Pesado & Banda MS
Mon., March 17 Luke Bryan
Tue., March 18  Robin Thicke
Wed., March 19 Florida Georgia Line
Thu., March 20  Blake Shelton
Fri., March 21  Easton Corbin
Sat., March 22  The Band Perry
Sun., March 23  Zac Brown Band

Rodeo

ENTERTAINER LINEUPENTERTAINER LINEUP

Helpful information
Lost items
The lost-and-found station is in Reliant Center, Room 102B. 
For items lost or found in Reliant Stadium, check with any of 
the six guest services booths on the day the item is lost, then 
with the show’s lost-and-found area in Reliant Center after 10 
a.m. the following day. 

First Aid Stations
• Reliant Center Room 109—The station is just outside  
 the front of Reliant Arena and inside the main doors

• Hall C Lobby—Southeast entrance of Reliant Stadium 

Helpful information

Rodeo The Hideout

The Art of Outdoor Living

832.829.5829
Call Today to Schedule a Free Design Consultation 

or visit www.traditionoutdoorliving.com

Patio Covers • Outdoor Kitchens 
Fire Features • Pergolas •Screen Rooms

Architectural 3D Designs
Hardscapes/Decorative Concrete 

Sun Rooms • Room Additions 
Fully Insured
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The Reserve  
at Katy

From the $400s
(832) 449-2266

Cinco Ranch 
Sycamore Meadow
From the low $500s

(281) 394-7670

Cinco Ranch
Ironwood Estates
From the mid-$600s

(281) 394-7680

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices subject 
to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 2012 
& 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine. 

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

3 New Model Homes 
NOW OPEN IN KATY!

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Highly-Rated Katy Independent School District 
Convenient Locations  •  Resort-Style Amenities
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Abridged stories from our Houston Metro editions Full stories online at impactnews.com

Area south of Hwy. 290 primed for retail growth

High-speed rail to 
be operational by 
2021 in Texas

Harris County 
considers tighter 
rules on panhandling 
in unincoporated area

CY-FAIR Retail growth is fol-
lowing new mobility options as 
Cypress pushes farther west with 
the opening of the new Grand 
Parkway Segment E. New retail 
developments are in the works or 
planned for the Fry Road corridor 
south of Hwy. 290, in addition 
to the upcoming Boardwalk at 
Towne Lake project in develop-
ment by Caldwell Companies.

“When I arrived in Cypress 
there were barely any retail stores 
or store fonts, and now it is like 
gangbusters,” said Rich Guderyon, 
branch manager for Better Homes 
and Gardens Real Estate Gary 
Greene. “We still have a tremen-
dous amount of area to build and 

grow with, and our infrastructure 
is getting better with the Hwy. 290 
expansion and the Grand Parkway. 
It lends itself to a lot of possibilities 
moving down the road.” 

Fry Road momentum 
Better Homes and Gardens Real 

Estate opened its second Cypress 
location in December inside the 
Shops at Cypress Creek Lakes—a 
30,000-square-foot retail center on 
Fry Road developed by Hunington 
Properties and Mischer Develop-
ment. 

“We’re really excited about the new 
location and feel like we are ahead of 
the game in regards to our position-
ing in the area,” Guderyon said. “The 

east side of Hwy. 290 is saturated 
with as much construction as it can 
almost handle, so that lends the west 
side of 290 open and prime for us as 
real estate grows in the area.” 

New retail growth typically fol-
lows housing demand and growth, 
which has been ongoing for the 
latter part of the last decade in 
Cypress, said Alex Makris, vice 
president of retail brokerage services 
for CBRE. 

“Retail always follows rooftops, 
and Cypress has become one of the 
more affluent communities in Hous-
ton, similar to what Cinco Ranch 
and The Woodlands were like when 
they started growing,” he said. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

TOP STORIES

NEWS COUNTY

REGIONAL

CY-FAIR Former Harris County 
Judge Robert Eckels said construc-
tion could begin in 2016 on the 
state’s first high-speed rail line, one 

CY-FAIR Changes to panhan-
dling could be on the way in Har-
ris County as Commissioners Court 
received a report in late January on 
proposed changes to solicitation in 
unincorporated Harris County. 

The report calls for stopping all solici-
tation in lanes of traffic, citing safety 
issues as the main concern, but the job 
of enforcing the law—which would be up 
to patrol officers—is also an issue for one 
county commissioner. 

“There is definitely a safety issue, but 

connecting Houston and Dallas.
Eckels is president of Texas Central 

Rail, a private consortium promoting the 
development of a private, for-profit high-
speed passenger rail system that would 
take travelers from Dallas to Houston in 
less than 90 minutes one-way.

Eckels said TCR is considering three 
routes—one along Hwy. 290, one along 
Hwy. 59 and one along I-45. 
Full story by Brian Walzel

there’s a lot of folks who believe some of 
the panhandlers have become aggressive 
and are complaining to police,” Precinct 
3 Commissioner Steve Radack said. “I 
believe those concerns are valid, but how 
do you allow some people to solicit in the 
street and some not?”
Full story by Marie Leonard
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Construction could begin by 2016 on a high-speed rail line between Houston and Dallas. The exact route 
between the two cities is still being determined, but the trip would take less than 90 minutes. If proposed changes to the county’s solicitation 

rules are changed, solicitation on the street, 
medians or islands will be against the law. Groups 
and individuals could still solicit from nearby 
sidewalks. 
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Infrastructure

Big box retail Smaller retail

Housing

Housing growth in the past decade has drawn more retail development 
to new areas of Cypress, particularly south of Hwy. 290. 

New roadways and infrastructure are built 
as developers show interest in an area.

Several large town centers are planned in 
the coming years with retail components.

New housing in Cypress in the past 10 
years has brought in new residents.  

As more rooftops fill in an area, smaller 
retail projects have followed. 

Retail follows rooftops

support close to home 
Corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd. 

(281) 395-7070  |   KatyFH.com

Print Ad #3 • 10" x 2.94” — Katy

Stop by Katy Funeral Home to see our beautiful new building and learn 

about the complete range of services we provide. Our team is available 

to help with everything from at-need memorials to pre-planning. Whether 

you want a traditional funeral or a modern celebration, we’re here as 

dependable neighbors when you need us most.

Visit Katy Funeral Home for all your needs.  

Ongoing Awareness

celebrate  
a life well  lived
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• Trophy to every 
player

• Only players 
keep score

• Positive coaching
• Positive parent 

education
• Everyone is  

valued

• 5 aside soccer
• Much ball  

contact
• Fast and easy to 

learn
• Very safe rules
• Great exercise

• Equal playing 
time

• Play every  
position

• Balanced / coed 
teams

• No tryouts
• Special kids in-

cluded

Practices:  

Coach  will call by April 9 at the latest. 
One Practice Per Week.  

Visit FFPS.org for more practice information.

Games:
First Game: April 12 
Last Game: May 31 

All 8 Games on Saturday at
Bush Park FFPS Soccer Complex located at  

Westheimer Parkway and Fry road.

For more info or to register go to www.FFPS.org 
or call 800.828.7529 (PLAY)

Sign up Dates One Pymt 2 Pymt Plan
Now - Mar. 10 $101 $52.50 ea
Mar. 11 - Mar. 24 $106 $55.00 ea
Mar. 25 + $111 $57.50 ea

All Visa, MC, Discover, AMEX cards accepted.
2 Payment Plan: 1st payment due at sign up. 2nd pymt deducted 30 days after sign up.  
Additional $4 fee included. 
Online Registration:  www.ffps.org
Phone-in registration:  Call 800.828.7529 ext. 555. Additional $10 per player.  
Note: Applications received after March 24 are not  
guaranteed placement – first-come, first-serve basis only.

SIGN UP EARLY AND SAVE!
See Affordable 2 Payment Plan

FUN FAIR POSITIVE

• No Travel – All Games Played at  
  Bush Park FFPS Complex
• Full Uniform & Trophy to All!
• Boys & Girls *4-18 years old  
   * 4-year-olds must turn 5 by 12/31/14

At Autumn Leaves,  
MEMORY CARE IS ALL WE DO.

NOW OPEN AND TOURING.  
CALL (281) 415-7956 TODAY
to schedule an appointment.

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch provides a safe, secure environment  
for  those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved  
one  is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained  
professionals  that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn  
Leaves, our mother is loved  
and well cared for by an  
extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF CINCO RANCH IS NOW OPEN
24024 Westheimer Parkway | Katy, TX  77494 | ID# Pending

(281) 415-7956  |  AutumnLeaves.com

Start here.
Transfer 
anywhere. 
That’s why 
90,000 
students 
choose us.

LoneStar.edu Open Doors

LSC-CyFair 
9191 Barker Cypress at West Road

LSC-Fairbanks Center 
14955 Northwest Freeway near Beltway 8

LSC-Cypress Center 
19710 Clay Road at Fry Road

Three convenient locations!

Registration starts March 5
for May mini-mester and summer sessions!
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IN THE SOUTHWEST KATY AREA
Development along the FM 1463 corridor between I-10 and FM 1093 follows 
record home sales in the area’s master-planned communities. 

Among the most common complaints of residents is mounting traffic in the area. 
Fort Bend County officials, however, have several road projects in the works that 
will ultimately provide at least five north–south thoroughfares and at least as 
many east–west connecting streets. A variety of commercial and retail projects 
are also banking on continued growth in the corridor. 

Fulshear’s community and economic devel-
opment efforts, it is a distinction she wants 
to keep clear. Cross Creek is part of the city’s 
story of growth—its 10 anticipated master-
planned communities and 700 percent 
boom in population since the year 2000—
not merely an extension of Katy.

But just across FM 1463 from Cross 
Creek Ranch is Cinco Ranch, with its deep 
Katy connection. To the north is Firetho-
rne, partly in Fulshear. Both Firethorne 
and Cross Creek are split between Katy and 
Lamar Consolidated ISDs.

Commercial development
On the heels of the homebuilders are a 

series of landscape-shaping commercial 
developments. 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. confirmed Feb. 6 
that it plans to build a new Supercenter 
on the northeast corner of FM 1463 and  
FM 1093.

“We’re really excited to come to the 
Fulshear area,” said Anne Hatfield, direc-
tor of communications for the company.

The 182,000-square-foot Supercenter 
is expected to employ about 300 local  
workers.

“If all things move along perfectly, it 
looks like construction is scheduled to 
begin this summer,” Hatfield said.

By that schedule, the store would likely 
open in the spring of 2015, she said.

Final negotiations with the developer 
about water and sewer services are still 
underway, said Andy Meyers, Fort Bend 
County Precinct 3 commissioner.

The store will only take up about 5 acres 
of space on the 93-acre site, leaving a large 
swath open for other development.

“Once we get the Walmart, hopefully 
other stores will follow,” Meyers said. “It 
will become a destination shopping estab-
lishment, drawing residents from four or 
five miles around.”

Among the development possibilities 
for the area is a 600-unit apartment com-
plex and additional retail sites, he said. 

Meyers said on the west side of FM 1463 
near Fry Road there are also plans for an 
H-E-B store. 

When contacted, H-E-B would not 
confirm the location as a possibility 
for a store. 

“Currently we are not looking at 
property out there,” H-E-B spokes-
woman Cyndy Garza-Roberts said. 
“We are not building a store out there. We 
really don’t have any comment.” 

Across the street from that proposed 
location, Second Baptist Church pur-
chased 46 acres of land where it intends 
to build its sixth campus, church officials 
said. It initially planned to start con-
struction in the latter part of 2013. 

Mobility Concerns
Area officials are trying to keep up 

with a host of road projects meant to 
ease traffic as more people and busi-
nesses move into the area.

“Mobility is a huge issue right now 
because people are just sitting on FM 
1093,” Stalinsky said. “It’s hard to get 
anywhere. That’s why Fulshear Park-
way is so important to us.” 

Fort Bend County officials are 
moving ahead with a variety of proj-
ects that could ultimately provide at 
least five north-south thoroughfares 
between I-10 and FM 1093, including 
Fulshear Parkway, over the next sev-
eral years and a number of east-west 
connecting streets. 

One key project is the extension  of 
the Westpark Tollway farther down FM 
1093 toward Fulshear. Meyers said the 
county just received clearance from the 
Federal Highway Authority to expand  
the road. 

The first phase of the project will extend 
the main lanes of the tollway about 2.5 
miles to Spring Green Boulevard. Addi-
tionally, crews will build four lanes of 
frontage road, two in each direction, from 
the Grand Parkway to FM 1463.

The second phase would extend the four 
lanes of frontage road through the city of 
Fulshear to Fulshear Parkway. 

“It has taken us a long time to get to this 
point,” Meyers said. “It will provide a sig-
nificant amount of traffic relief.”

The county also plans to tie Cane Island 
Parkway into FM 1463 near the Willow 
Bend neighborhood. That, combined with 

Southwest
Continued from | 1

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

FM 1463, Westpark, Walmart

possibly connecting Spring Green Boule-
vard to the present FM 1463 near Katy-
Flewellen, would allow at least two addi-
tional north-south thoroughfares between 
the FM 1093 and I-10. Both of those 
projects could be completed in as soon as 
18–24 months, Meyers said. 

He said he is also working with develop-
ers to complete what is now called West 
Firethorne so it ultimately connects from 
FM 1093 and Cross Creek Ranch to I-10. 

The Fulshear Parkway, which could 
start as soon as next year, would also link 
FM 1093 to I-10 around Pederson Road. 
Several developers have agreed to contrib-
ute money for sections of the road, but 
Meyers said he does not yet have the $16 
million the county needs to contribute. 

Cinco Ranch
Northwest

Cross Creek Ranch

Cinco Ranch
Northwest

Cross Creek Ranch

90

10

Map not to scale

Westpark Tollway

Commercial Development
1  H-E-B: Unconfirmed but 

county officials are planning on a 
large grocery store at this location. 

2  Second Baptist: Will build its 
6th campus on FM 1463.

3  Walmart: Confirmed its 
planned FM 1463 location.

Roadway Projects
Westpark Tollway: Phase 1 will extend the main 
lanes to Spring Green Blvd. Phase 2 will extend 
the four-lane frontage road to Fulshear Pkwy. 
Spring Green Blvd.: Will ultimately connect to 
I-10 via FM 1463
Cane Island Pkwy: Will cross I-10 with an 
overpass and connect to FM 1463
Fulshear Pkwy: Will run from I-10 to FM 1093

Roadway 
Project

Commercial 
Development

Master Planned
Community

Lamar Consolidated
ISD Boundary

3

2

1

1

Sources: Fort Bend County, Walmart, city of Fulshear

Fulshear Pkw
y.

Communities
The area’s three major master-
planned communities—Firethorne, 
Cinco Ranch and Cross Creek 
Ranch—are credited with attracting 
new commercial development in 
the area. 

A Tale of Two Districts
For many years, realtors have relied 
on Katy ISD’s reputation to attract 
potential homebuyers. As 
communities in the area near build-
out, the number of houses in the 

school district is dwindling.

Cinco 
Ranch Blvd.

Gaston Rd.

1463

1463

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  

Crabtree & Evelyn • The Thymes 
China Baroque • Tyler • Jim Shore  

Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger 
Loila • Maximal Art  

Lenny & Eva • Marianna Jewelry  
Consuela • Department 56

CLEARLY EAR-RESISTIBLE

& FREE?*

With a single same-day 
Brighton purchase of $100 or 

more, receive our Regina 
Earrings absolutely FREE! 

Available thru March 16, 2014

*Limit one per customer, while supplies last. 
Purchase total includes merchandise only. Gift 

cards and sales tax not included. 
Regina earrings Retail Value $22

FREE silver barrel
 clasp bracelet with 

$100 purchase  
March 20th-23rd.
while supplies last
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FREE $10 GAS CARD
Stop by our offi ce or fax your current policy for a 
free auto quote and receive a free $10 gas card.

LIMITED QUANITIES

832-500-2020
4405 HWY 6 | Sugar Land

Auto quote only, new inquiries only, no purchase necessary. Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is aregistered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; 
a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. Subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

�me for a change?

katyvineyard.org
Finding life in Jesus Christ

We can help.

ANN HODGE
Proven Leadership

CONSERVATIVE 
REPUBLICAN

www.HodgeForTexas.com
Political ad paid for by Ann Hodge Campaign

for TEXAS 
STATE HOUSE
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statewide with about 178,000 stu-
dents. That growth seems likely 
to continue locally and statewide, 
according to state education lead-
ers, as charter schools enter their 
annual enrollment period—Feb-
ruary, March and April.

“There’s a huge demand [for 
charter schools],” said David 
Dunn, executive director of Texas 
Charter Schools Association. 
“Parents want choices in where 
they send their kids to school. 
There are over 100,000 students 
on our waiting lists.” 

Charter schools are state-
funded public schools that must 
meet state requirements but also 
have some flexibility in course-
work, school hours and structure, 
and each has a specialty of study. 
There are five charter schools in 
Katy—Trinity Charter School, 
Calvin Nelms, Harmony Science 
Academy, Leadership Academy 
and Aristoi Classical Academy.

“Charter schools give parents 
an opportunity for choice in 
education, a [tuition free] alter-
native to public education,” said 
Julie Norton, spokeswoman for 
Harmony Public Schools, which 
enroll 9,952 students in grades 
kindergarten through 12th in the 
Greater Houston area at their 14 
schools. “A smaller school set-
ting is very desirable for a lot  
of parents.”

Schooling alternative
In 1995, the Texas legislature 

approved funding for charter 
schools. Since then, hundreds 
have sprouted throughout the 
state, offering an alternative to 
traditional public schools. The 
schools are tuition-free, and 
enrollment is based on a lot-
tery. As with traditional pub-
lic schools, there are no special 

testing requirements to enroll. 
“Charter schools are a relatively 

new form of public schools,” said 
Debbie Ratcliffe, spokeswoman 
with the Texas Education Agency. 

Every charter school has its 
own special program, she said. 
Some of the specialties include 
science and math, classics, and 
others focus on drop-out recovery 
programs. 

Charter schools must apply 
with the state and maintain a 
nonprofit status. If approved, the 
schools have a five–10 year con-
tract with the state. If the school’s 
financials and performance fail to 
meet certain requirements, it will 
not be awarded another contract. 

A state commissioner approves 
or denies the charters rather 
than the Texas Board of Educa-
tion, although the board has the 
authority to deny the charter. 

The system results in tougher 
accountability, Dunn said. 

As with all public schools in 
Texas, students at charter schools 
must pass the STAAR test but 
they have flexibility on how they 
deliver it, he said.

Schools can select their hours, 
and several offer tutoring or extra 
work for accelerated students on 
Saturdays. They also have more 
power over teacher contracts, 
with the ability to hire teachers on 
an at-will basis—which means the 
teacher has no contract and can 
be let go for poor performance. 

Katy area schools
Aristoi Classical Academy 

charter school in Katy, which 
has been educating area stu-
dents for 15 years, received a 
state grant to expand its school 
last year, adding 125 students 
for the 2013–14 school year. The 
school, which now enrolls 440 
students in grades kindergarten 
through eighth grade, focuses on 
teaching students history, heri-
tage and classical literature while 

Charter
Continued from | 1

emphasizing patriotism. Latin is 
taught for fourth through eighth 
grades. The school plans to add a 
ninth grade in the fall. 

“We’re really excited about the 
growth at our school,” said Heidi 
Manna, Aristoi’s spokeswoman. 
“We are trying to grow to accom-
modate more students. We really 
believe everyone deserves a good 
education. We focus on char-
acter. We want students to con-
tribute and be leaders in their  
community.”

Harmony Science Academy, 
with its science and technology 
focus, offers clubs in robotics, sci-
ence and LEGOs. It also encour-
ages, and sometimes requires, 
participation in science fairs 
and robotics competitions. But 
it also offers a variety of more 
traditional extracurricular activi-
ties, including drama and choir. 
Sixth through 10th graders can 
participate in basketball, soccer, 
volleyball, tennis and cross coun-
try. In fact, the campus won the 
state championship among other 
charter schools in JV basketball 
in February.

Some charter schools, like Har-
mony, require 100 hours or more 
of community service for students 
to graduate.

Funding
Charter schools receive state 

funding but do not benefit from 
local tax revenue or facilities 
funding, like traditional public 
schools do, Dunn said. Conse-
quently, charter schools receive  
$1,500 less per year per student 
on average than traditional public 
schools, he said. 

Many charter schools seek a 
variety of grants and raise private 
funds to supplement their bud-
gets or to pay for additional sup-
plies and buildings. Many char-
ters simply do without extras such 
as gyms or science labs and have 
minimal libraries, Dunn said. 

That funding disparity is at 
the center of a lawsuit, currently 
in progress by The Texas Char-
ter Schools Association against  
the state. 

“We are working with the leg-
islature to increase the number 

of charter schools and add facili-
ties funding so existing schools 
can grow to meet the demand,” 
Dunn said. 

ALTERNA
TIVE

EDUCAT
ION

Recent decades in education have seen an 
expansion of the variety of public and private 
school offerings. There are now several 
categories of schools—including multiple 
tuition-free public schools—available for 
students in the Katy area, as well as in the 
state at large. 

PUBLIC EDUCATION
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

CHARTER SCHOOLS

MAGNET SCHOOLS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

PROPRIETARY SCHOOLS

PRIVATE EDUCATION

Funding: Local, state and federal funds 

Admission: Open admission

Tuition: None

Curriculum: These schools must adhere 
to the basic curricular requirements of 
the state, including all standardized 
testing.

Examples: All Katy ISD elementary and 
secondary campuses

Funding: State money based on the 
average daily attendance of students

Admission: Open admission, lottery

Tuition: None

Curriculum: Must adhere to basic state 
curricular requirements, but have 
flexibility in their approach. The state 
commissioner approves or denies 
charters based on performance. 

Examples: Aristoi, Harmony 

Funding: Additional funding for students, 
teachers and programs

Admission: Varies, can be very selective

Tuition: None

Curriculum: Magnets offer specialized 
curriculum, such as math/science or 
performing arts programs, or special 
instructional approaches.

Examples: N/A

Funding: Tuition payments, charitable 
contributions and endowments

Admission: Selective

Tuition: Varies 

Curriculum: Private schools have the 
ability to offer specialized curriculum, 
including advanced curriculum 

Examples: Katy Montessori School,  
Katy GT Academy  

Funding: Tuition payments, possible 
church money

Admission: Selective

Tuition: Varies

Curriculum: Supplemented with 
required daily religious instruction and 
prayer. Teachers may be clergy or 
laypersons who may or may not be 
trained educators.

Examples: Faith West, Pope John XXIII

Funding: Tuition payments

Admission: Selective

Tuition: Varies

Curriculum: Proprietary schools have 
the ability to offer specialized curriculum 
and specialized approaches to learning.

Examples: Primrose School,  
The Goddard School 

Source: Texas Education Agency

For more information visit impactnews.com

Dentures to fit 
every Budget 

Immediate Dentures
Replacement Dentures

Dental Implants
Partials
Crowns
Bridges

Extractions
Teeth Whitening

Plus much more at a 
fraction of the cost.

23225 Kingsland Blvd., Ste. 300
KATY, TX 77494
KATYDENTURES.COM 281-395-0400

Dentures In One Day!
In-House Lab

Implants are an 
investment in your 

future

REPLACEMENT 
FULL 

DENTURES*
with warranty starting at

$395/set
Exp. 6/30/14

IMPLANTS*
$1,300 EACH

Exp. 6/30/14

EXTRACTIONS*
starting at

$49/PER TOOTH
With Denture Purchase

Exp. 6/30/14

FREE EXAM & 
X-RAY*

$100 Value
With this coupon. Exp 6/30/14

Dr. Aaron Pitts and Dr. Alyssa Ly *Not valid with any other offer.  No cash value.  New patients only.
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Featured Neighborhood
Pin Oak Village, 77494

Build-out year: 1997

Builders: Perry Homes and custom builders

Square footage: 2,126–5,891

Home values: $239,000–$425,000

HOA dues (estimated): $566

Amenities: Club house, swimming pool, two tennis court 
complexes and playground

Nearby attractions: LaCenterra, Katy Mills Mall, YMCA

Property taxes:

Fort Bend County Drainage 0.01900 
Fort Bend County General Fund 0.48076 
Fort Bend County MUD 37 0.52000 
Katy ISD 1.52660 

Total (per $100 value) 2.54636

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com/katy

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

Kingsland Blvd.

Pin Oak Rd.

10

4 Bed / 2 Full, 1 Half Bath 3,026 sq. ft. $295,000
Broker: RE/MAX Cinco Ranch (281) 579-7900

24806 Meadow Oaks Dr.

4 Bed / 4 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,393 sq. ft. $479,000
Broker: Stark Realty, LLC  (281) 346-1414

24702 Plympton Dr.

4 Bed / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,499 sq. ft. $299,999
Broker: Mission Real Estate Group (210) 690-0050

1902 Shadow Forest Dr.

5 Bed / 3 Full, 2 Half Bath 4,858 sq. ft. $425,000
Broker: Realm Real Estate Professionals (281) 870-0000

24611 Mount Auburn Dr.
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Homes on the market (As of February 2014)

Annual home sales (Feb. 1, 2013–Jan. 31, 2014)

No. of homes for sale 4

No. of homes under contract 1

Average days on the market 137

No. of homes sold 17

Square footage (low/high) 2,534 / 5,323

Selling price (low/high) $239,000 / $425,000

Market Data
On the market  (as of February 2014) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 44 7 5 1 –– 72 77 232 106

$150,000–$199,999 –– 82 12 15 2 –– 39 61 44 71

$200,000–$299,999 –– 16 10 19 37 –– 75 64 121 75

$300,000–$399,999 –– –– 2 9 88 –– –– 111 108 74

$400,000–$499,999 –– –– 4 5 58 –– –– 56 125 73

$500,000–$599,999 2 –– 1 1 47 77 –– 48 378 82

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– –– 3 37 17 –– –– 118 134

$800,000–$999,999 3 –– 1 1 7 70 –– 104 47 137

$1 million + 3 –– 1 –– 2 20 –– 196 –– 196

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

January 2014 5 74 63 18 111 $379,020 $132,484 $276,099 $209,406 $327,674

January 2013 9 101 60 23 116 $349,652 $113,352 $194,382 $144,679 $288,804

December 2013 10 120 89 32 189 $442,010 $129,294 $280,000 $158,226 $353,681

November 2013 4 101 68 12 141 $664,250 $132,240 $246,501 $201,275 $332,529

October 2013 11 113 76 48 180 $353,681 $131,773 $242,855 $168,583 $337,703

September 2013 13 144 104 41 239 $345,947 $130,242 $263,582 $184,760 $340,093

August 2013 15 150 137 38 264 $343,448 $133,475 $261,291 $192,358 $334,501

July 2013 16 151 130 39 273 $561,375 $128,079 $284,015 $165,893 $319,714

June 2013 17 157 115 57 261 $597,373 $120,331 $278,137 $194,507 $320,150

Why?
Now is a great time to list. 
Market inventory is historically low and 
interest rates even lower. We are defi -
nitely in a seller’s market - meaning 
the inventory of homes is less than the 
demand.  While this is true for Houston 
as a whole it is even more a reality for 

areas like Katy and elsewhere. In-
terest rates are also driving buyers.  
Buyers understand the benefi ts of 
purchasing while rates remain low 
and ultimately are acting quicker and 
buying faster.  It is not unusual for 
multiple offers to be received.

Is This The Right Time to List My Home for Sale?

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.
Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


