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As it celebrates 10 years, Katy Area EDC targets offi ce space growth for region

Cane Island community, parkway 
in early stages of construction

LaCenterra expands in 2014

Costco, on the southwest corner of the I-10 and Grand Parkway interchange, is scheduled to open Feb. 6. The store is among a fl urry of new developments in the area.  

By Nick Cenegy

Th ree weeks before Costco’s scheduled Feb. 
6 opening, wooden palettes loomed overhead 
in tall stacks on the concrete fl oor of the goli-
ath warehouse. At one corner of the store sat 
a cluster of boxed fl at-screen TVs arranged 
neatly on palettes, ready for customers; at the 
other, power tools screeched.

Th e members-only warehouse store—on 
the southwest corner of the Grand Parkway 
and I-10—is the latest in a string of major 
commercial and industrial developments 
underway in the Katy area. Many of the devel-
opments, like a new claim center for Geico at 
Mason Creek Offi  ce Center, have been aided 
by the Katy Area Economic Development 

Council. Th e group is now celebrating its 
10th year of operation.    

“It was a great year, especially with the 
Geico announcement, Costco and the Igloo 
project, which is a success on the industrial 
side,” KAEDC President Lance LaCour said. 

Selecting a site
Costco was initially weighing the Grand 

Parkway/I-10 location and another spot near 
Katy Mills Mall.

Th e company began building the store in 
late July, just weeks aft er the Houston City 
Council approved a tax abatement reimburs-
ing it for up to $1 million in infrastructure 
expenses. Houston will receive an estimated 

$8 million in sales tax revenue over time.
Th ough the city of Katy does not stand to 

reap tax dollars from the massive store—only 
Katy ISD does—the opening is still a boon to 
the area, LaCour said. 

Roles of the KAEDC
Th e KAEDC plays various roles in smooth-

ing the way for incoming businesses. In Cost-
co’s case, it provided a venue for interviews 
and the orientation sessions the company 
held for approximately 170 employees hired 
locally, Costco manager Dan Leonhardt said.

With other projects the KAEDC helped 
coordinate the development from the ground 
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Costco, Geico lead 2014 Katy area development
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UPDATES ON 2013 AND A LOOK AHEAD TO 2014

By Tamra Santana

Developers of the new 1,000-
acre Cane Island master-planned 
community in Katy plan to break 
ground in February, with the 
grand opening of the community 
slated for April 2015. 

Th e upscale community and 
fi rst master-planned community 
in the city’s boundaries will off er 
a range of single-family and cus-
tom homes, with lot sizes from 
50–100 feet. At build out, devel-
opers anticipate about 2,200 

homes in the master-planned 
community, located between 
Hwy. 90 and Morton Road, said 
Dan Naef, CEO of Nevada-based 
Rise Development, the Cane 
Island developer.

“We chose Katy for its proxim-
ity to the Energy Corridor, which 
is a major job market for Hous-
ton, and the superior school 
district,” Naef said. “And the site 
is perfect for a master-planned 
community because it will have 

By Nicole Bradford

Th e next wave of retail and 
offi  ce growth at LaCenterra 
at Cinco Ranch is set to open 
near the end of the year, fea-
turing the Greater Houston 
area’s fourth Trader Joe’s as 
a retail anchor and regional 
draw for shoppers.

“We are excited about the 
continued growth of LaCen-
terra,” said Woody Mann, 
president of Houston-based 
developer Vista Equities. “We 

are grateful for the support of 
the Katy community and look 
forward to continuing to provide 
it with a wide variety of shop-
ping, dining and entertainment 
options for years to come.”

Vista broke ground Nov. 18 on 
the two-story, 73,000-square-
foot combination offi  ce and 
retail space, and an accompa-
nying parking garage. Th e com-
pany expects the project to be 

Trader Joe’s will anchor new retail, offi ce space

ONLINE IMPACTNEWS.COM
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I wanted, fi rst, to wish 
everyone a Happy New 
Year! It felt like 2013 just 
fl ew by.

January marks my 
one-year anniversary 
with Community Impact 
Newspaper and our 
fi rst full calendar year 
covering my hometown, 
Katy. I’ve been blessed to 
have the opportunity to 
meet so many wonderful 

people and to reconnect with some of the community 
leaders who have been guiding this community since I 
was a child here.

I hope you enjoy our special January Issue. We’ve 
taken a look back at 2013, with updates on local busi-
nesses and restaurants, as well as a preview of what’s in 
store for 2014.

You’ll also see an update on big transportation 

projects in the region. Just driving the new section 
of the Grand Parkway between Katy and Cypress—
through what is, for now, open pastureland—is a 
reminder of the massive changes in store for this area.

Our education update reports on two new Katy 
ISD elementary schools, No. 36 and No. 37, and some 
recent redistricting. It’s hard to believe how much the 
community has changed—especially in the last year. 
Th e fact that Katy ISD enrollment has doubled since 
my days as a student continues to baffl  e me. 

I love working in Katy. One of the best parts of my 
job as the General Manager of the paper is to work 
with a team of people dedicated to providing informa-
tion that is relevant and specifi c to you, our Katy area 
readers.
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Visit our newest location: 8470 Highway 6 North (at West Road) 

Cy-Fair Hospital now has 6 locations to serve  

EMERGENCY CARE
10655 Steepletop Drive, F.M. 1960 near Jones Road 
27126 Hwy. 290 at Mueschke Road 
7015 Barker Cypress at F.M. 529
8470 Hwy. 6 North at West Road
URGENT CARE
9110 Barker Cypress at West Road
14044 Spring Cypress at Grant Road

290

249

1960

6

529

West Rd

Longenbaugh Dr

Fallbrook Dr

Cypress North Houston Rd

Telge Rd

Cypress Rosehill Rd
Fry Rd

M
ueschke Rd

N
 Eldridge Pkw

y

Grant Rd

Barker Cypress Rd

Huffmeister Rd

Beltw
ay 8

Spring Cypress Rd

Jones Rd

Cy-Fair
Emergency
& Imaging
Center

Cy-Fair Emergency
& ImagingCenter

Cy-Fair Emergency
& ImagingCenter

Cy-Fair
Urgent
Care
Center

Cy-Fair
Urgent
Care Center

Cypress
Fairbanks
Medical
Center 
Hospital

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What kind of industry or business do 
you think should be recruited into the 
area in the coming years?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 

Community Impact Newspaper.

obvious.  

infrastructure 

methods to cover the area

READER COMMENTS

Cell phone tower construction in neighborhoods

“We recently were in southern Colorado and viewed a large 

“Spruce” amongst a beautiful large Colorado spruce forest. 

Even there in that wild area, the “Spruce” stood out like a 

sore thumb! I wonder how much somebody was paid for 

that highly noticeable view in an uninhabited area. Perhaps 

there, where no one lived, $1000 was adequate....what 

about our desirable and notable Cinco Ranch? Is $1,000 

enough to spoil our coveted area?”

—Geri Kennedy

“With regard to the “naysayers” I have spoken to two local 

realtors in the past week who both feel Heritage Grand 

residents have nothing to fear about their property values. 

Specifi cally one realtor replied, “I don’t believe the cell 

tower will have any effects whatsoever on the desirability or 

prices of homes in Heritage Grand. People who want to live 

here will still want to live here. People who need to leave 

will still leave.” The second real estate professional agreed, 

saying that because Heritage Grand is a gated community 

with ownership restrictions (residents must be 55 or older) 

combined with a local shortage of this type of senior living 

property that “you could literally put a Ferris Wheel in the 

middle and buyers would still be standing in line.”

—William Garfi eld

For full and additional comments, 
visit impactnews.com/houston-metro/katy

Would you support  the construction 
of a cellular tower that was visible 
from your house?

                      37.78%     Yes, if it was “stealthed” and not 

                     37.22%     Yes, the area needs the 

                     4.13%   No, providers should fi nd other

            4.13%   No, any tower is an eyesore

     3.31%   Other

Results from an unscientifi c Web survey, collected 

Dec. 20, 2013–Jan. 20, 2014
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832-790-7950. 
www.crossfi tannihilation.com

4  Cinco Ranch Dermatology opened 
in October at 2643 Commercial Center 
Blvd., Ste. B360 in LaCenterra. Th e 
family-run clinic treats conditions such as 
eczema, acne, rosacea, warts, skin cancers 
and psoriasis. 281-394-9500. 
www.cincoderm.com

5  Lathrop Dental Center, at 5929 FM 
1463, Ste. 130, is now accepting patients 
at its new state-of-the-art facility. Services 
include Botox, dental implants with 3D 
X-rays, smile makeovers, and all other 
standard dental services for kids and 
adults. 832-437-3849. 
www.lathropdentalcenter.com

Lawn Doctor of South Katy provides 
homeowners with a variety of lawn, tree 
and shrub treatments, including fertilizers, 
fungicide, weed and pest control. Th e 
company also off ers core aeration, which 
helps get water and nutrients into soil. 
Longtime Katy residents Randall and 
Amber Robinson own the franchise. 
281-712-1183. www.lawndoctor.com

Expansions

6  Christ Clinic, at 5504 First St. in 
downtown Katy, recently completed a 
renovation that will allow an expansion 
of its services. Th e renovations added 
an exam room and waiting area, and 
improved the fl ow of patients through 
the facility. Th e clinic is a nonprofi t 
organization that serves residents who 
are uninsured and do not qualify for 
governmental assistance. 281-391-0190. 
www.christclinickaty.org

In the News

Kerry R. Gilbert & Associates, a land-
planning consultant fi rm based in Katy, 
merged with Brown & Gay Engineers, Inc. 
Th e new company will operate as BGE 
Kerry R. Gilbert & Associates. 

Now Open

1  Women’s Health Center of Katy, at 
5510 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. B, off ers a 
range of health care services for women, 
including well woman care, vaginal and 
cesarean births, gynecological exams 
and minimally invasive surgery. Th e lead 
physician at the center is Dr. Christiaan 
A. Webb, a specialist in obstetrics and 

gynecology. 281-232-1640. 
www.webbobgyn.com

2  On Q Financial, a nationwide fi rm 
that helps future homeowners secure 
mortgages, opened a Katy offi  ce at 3402 
Torchlite Terrace, Ste. B. Katy resident 
and 18-year veteran of the mortgage 
industry Michael Harrington is the 
principal mortgage consultant. 

832-327-5411. 
www.michaelharrington.onqkaty.com

3  CrossFit Annihilation, at 5150 
Franz Road, Ste. 800, off ers a constantly 
changing set of high-intensity exercises 
for its members. Th e facility provides 
a supportive community for those 
interested in challenging themselves to 
become physically fi t. 

IMPACTS
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Grand Parkway segment E offi cially opened in December. The new $320 million road, which connects I-10 near 

Katy to Hwy. 290 in Cypress, cuts the commute between the two areas to about 15 minutes. The segment, 

which took about two years to build, is part of 185 miles of tolled highway decades in the making. 

The Katy Contemporary Arts Museum, in its fi rst four months of 

operation, hosted 1,850 visitors. kcam opened in September.

Katy ISD’s seventh high school was offi cially named for O.D. 

Tompkins, Jr., a long-time educator and former principal. 

Venus Construction and Rover Oaks honored the Katy ISD’s 

teachers of the year December 11 by dedicating a brick in each 

one’s honor at Katy Heritage Park. 

It was a chilly morning for runners and walkers at the 

11th annual YMCA Thanksgiving Day Turkey Dash on 

Nov. 28. The event raised more than $183,000. 

Falcon Landing Boulevard, which borders Tompkins 

High School, is one among many road projects in the 

southwestern portion of Katy completed in 2013. 
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www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.91* out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

Jamie McMartin, CNAS

One on One relationships; No being passed around a “team”

* from over 170 clients surveyed

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce

Buy & Sell Programs along with Client Referral Incentives

Happy Valentine’s DayHappy Valentine’s Day

SPECIAL SECTION
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WE DON'T JUST WISH YOU HEALTH AND  
HAPPINESS, WE'LL HELP YOU ACHIEVE IT.

LEARN MORE AT OUR FREE EDUCATIONAL EVENTS.

Attendance to these events is free; however, registration is required.  
To register, visit houstonmethodist.org/events or call 832.522.5522.

Weight Management Open House

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13  |  5:00–7:00 P.M. 
THIRD FLOOR SKY PLAZA
A slimmer you is in sight. Learn about Houston Methodist’s 
medical and surgical programs at our weight management  
open house.

Heart Screening and Seminar

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
5:00–6:30 P.M. — SCREENINGS    
6:30–7:30 P.M. — SEMINAR 
MESQUITE CONFERENCE ROOM
Knowing your risk is the first step to heart health. Join us to 
learn your 10-year risk for heart disease. Attendees will also 
have the chance to attend a seminar and talk with our panel 
of heart experts.

18500 Katy Freeway 
Houston, TX 77094
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Area hospital changes hands, expands

Houston Methodist completes 
buyout of St. Catherine

CHRISTUS St. Catherine adminis-
trators recently announced the Katy 
hospital’s emergency services will end 
Jan. 31. 

Th e closure follows the completion 
in December of a buyout by Houston 
Methodist. 

Shortly following the completion 
of the deal, CHRISTUS St. Catherine 
shuttered its birthing and neonatology 
center. Th e offi  cial date of the closure 
was Dec. 30 and included triage and 
outpatient testing services off ered 
within the Women’s Birthing Center. 

“While closing any service is dif-
fi cult, we believe this step continues 
the transformation of CHRISTUS St. 
Catherine from an acute care hospital 
into a long-term care facility in early 
2014,” said Gene Wright,CHRISTUS 
St. Catherine Hospital interim CEO.

Patients who arrive seeking emer-
gency services aft er the closure will be 
directed to another hospital or emer-
gency facility. 

“I urge the community to become 
familiar with the area emergency 
rooms,” Wright said. 

Other services at the hospital, 
including sports medicine, imag-
ing, surgery and emergency services, 
remain open pending the release of a 
complete schedule for the transition 
of the hospital to Houston Methodist’s 
control.

Houston Methodist hospital offi  cials 
have said that they intend to convert 
the facility into a post-acute and long-
term rehabilitation center. Th e group’s 
Houston Methodist West campus 
at 18500 I-10 off ers acute care and 
recently expanded to accommodate 
additional patients. 

Th e agreement preserves CHRISTUS 
as a minority partner and allows it to 
maintain a role in governance. CHRIS-
TUS may also have the option to man-
age St. Catherine, in its current location 
at 701 S. Fry Road, as a post-acute facil-
ity, according to a public statement.

Houston Methodist is also acquir-
ing the CHRISTUS St. John Hospital 
in the Nassau Bay/Clear Lake area. 
Th at location will remain largely as it is 

now, but under the Houston Methodist 
name.

Methodist West Houston Hos-
pital is slated to open a second, 
135,000-square-foot, medical build-
ing by May 2014. Growth at the main 
hospital is also in progress. An expan-
sion of the intensive care unit with the 

addition of nine beds is expected to be 
completed soon, and seven operating 
rooms are scheduled to be added in 
the near future.

City of Katy maintains ISO rating, plans new fi re station 
Aft er addressing concerns raised in 

a 2013 audit for the city’s Insurance 
Services Offi  ce rating, Katy succeeded 
in maintaining its rating of Class 2. 

“In October, the inspector returned 
and looked over the improvements we 
made to satisfy the discrepancies in 
our previous audit,” Ward A council-
man Chuck Brawner said.

Brawner, appointed by the mayor 
to lead an ISO advisory committee, 
said the inspector was satisfi ed.

“We don’t have the fi nal report 
yet, but we’re expecting it in the next 
month,” Brawner said. 

Th e city maintained an ISO rating 

of Class 2 for 10 years but lack of 
personnel to man the Katy Fire 
Department’s trucks threatened to 
make it a 3. Th e rating ultimately 
eff ects property insurance ratings for 
residents. Inspectors gave the depart-
ment a two-year window to complete 
the necessary changes.

“In the long range, we don’t want 
to build our department around an 
ISO score, but to provide adequate fi re 
protection and EMS services to all of 
our residents,” Brawner said.

Th e city’s next step is to continue 
with the planned construction of a fi re 
station on Kingsland Avenue, west of 

Pin Oak Road. 
“Th e design of the station is par-

ticularly important to ensure that 
the building will handle the growth 
we will see in that area over time,” 
Brawner said. 

Th e new station is also tied into the 
re-organization of the fi re depart-
ment, including the hiring of three 
new lieutenants and one additional 
captain, as it shift s from a part-time 
force to a full-time force supplemented 
by volunteers.

For more information visit impactnews.com

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search

Katy hospitals, CHRISTUS, Methodist

By Nick Cenegy
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CHRISTUS St. Catherine has occupied its building on South Fry Road since March 2000.
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Changes to the Katy Fire Department 

helped to preserve the city’s Class 2 rating.

24022 Cinco Village Center Blvd., Ste. 220 
Katy, TX 77494

281-712-7241

ParkwayENT.com • Compassionate care for adults and Children • Care for the Ear, Nose, and Throat

Brae McDougald, M.A., CCC-A
Audiologist

Dr. David Sycamore MD
Otolaryngologist/Allergist

Make every day sound better

• Most advanced technology
• Digital Technology
• Invisible Devices
• Blue tooth connectivity

Don’t wait for a problem. Come in for a free, no obligation consultation

Today's hearing devices are better than ever!
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Contact us about Valentine Day breakfast, lunch 
and catering specials.

THANK YOU to all our customers for a fantastic 2013!
We appreciate your business and the opportunity to serve your breakfast, lunch and 
catering needs.  
With your support, loyalty and generosity, we were able to donate:
•   $2,000 to a Katy resident and her family being treated for breast cancer
  as part of our breast cancer awareness month

•   150 Pounds of coffee to our troops serving in Afghanistan
•   Approximately 5,000 bagels and other food items to Katy schools,
  non-profits and Houston homeless shelters.

Wishing you a happy, healthy & prosperous 2014!!
                         With heartfelt appreciation,
                         The dedicated staff of The Bagel Cafe

BAGEL MAKING 
TIMELINE
15-20 MINUTES
  Make and mix dough 
14 MINUTES
  Cut into strips
15 MINUTES
  Machine cuts strips and 
  forms segments into round 
  shape with hole in the middle
60-90 MINUTES
  Proof (rising time), varies by 
  bagel flavor 
1-7 DAYS
  Freeze bagels to stop 
  proofing process and cure 
  bagels for baking
3-24 HOURS
  Pull bagels from freezer a 
  day in advance
16 HOURS
  Proof inside walk-in cooler
23 MINUTES
  Put bagels in steam box
12-18 MINUTES
  Bake in the oven 

631 S. Mason Rd.
Katy, TX  

www.thebagelcafe.net 
281-646-7474 

1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 

281.395.4595
Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Carrying your favorite Brands:  Crabtree & Evelyn • China Boroque 
Tyler • The Thymes • Department 56 • Jim Shore  

Trapp Candles • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art  

Spartina • Marianna Jewelry • Consuela 

CCarry
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“To receive your Costco Cash Card: You must join in person at the West Katy Costco. Offer expires April 30, 2014. Offer is available to non-members only for their frst year of membership. Limit one Costco Cash Card offer per household. Offer is nontransferable and may not be combined with any other offer. Costco Cash Cards are not redeemable for cash. A Costco membership is $55 a year. An Executive Membership is an additional $55 upgrade fee a year and includes 
an annual 2% Reward (up to $750) on qualifed Costco purchases. Please include sales tax in all applicable states. Each membership includes a free Household Card. Terms and conditions apply to the 2% Reward. See the membership counter for details. Costco accepts cash, checks, debit/ATM cards, EBT, Costco Cash Cards, Costco Credit Cards and American Express. Departments and products may vary by location. “*Welcome bonus offer not available to applicants 
who have had this product within the last 12 months. To qualify for the $55 Statement Credit or the $110 Statement Credit, you must be a TrueEarnings® Card Member or a TrueEarnings®  Business Card Member with a Costco Executive Membership at the time of Card application and make purchases with your TrueEarnings® Card that total $250 or more within your frst 3 months of Card Membership. The bonus will be awarded in the form of a Statement Credit, which 
will be added to your TrueEarnings®   Business account balance 6-8 weeks after the purchase threshold is met. Cash advances, balance transfers, fees or interest charges, purchases of traveler’s checks, purchases or reloading   of prepaid cards or purchases of other cash equivalents do not apply towards the purchase threshold. Additional Card Members on your account are not eligible for this offer. To receive the $55 or $110 Statement Credit, account must be active, 
in good standing, and not in default at the time the statement credit is posted to your account. Offer terms are accurate as of 1/1/2014. If your application is not approved because it is incomplete or in pending status, you may not receive the $55 or $110 statement credit even if your application is subsequently approved. American Express reserves the right to modify or revoke offer at any time. Go to membership desk to get latest offer terms. You can earn a $55 or $110 
statement credit after you spend “$250 or more in qualifying purchases on your Card within your frst 3 months of Card Membership starting from the date your account is approved. In rare instances, your period to spend $250 may be shorter than 3 months if there is a delay in mailing “your Card or a delay in merchants submitting transactions to us. For questions regarding your Card account, please call the number on the back of your Card. Awareness Code: 62000 TER000003B 1213

Gas Station | Food Court | Fresh Bakery | Groceries | Gifts | Pharmacy | Electronics | Fine jewelry | Designer apparel | Digital photo processing and more!
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January
Katy Home and Garden Show

Jan. 25–26 • 10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Jan. 25), 

11 a.m.–5 p.m. (Jan. 26) • $9 (adults), $8 

(seniors, $5 (military), free (kids under 12)

The eighth annual show features more 

than 300 exhibits, including 20 food 

booths, a kid’s zone and a healthy living 

area. 

Merrell Center and Robinson Pavilion

6301 S. Stadium Lane

Katy • 281-392-2178

www.katyhomeandgardenshow.com

February
Katy ISD FFA Livestock Show,  

Rodeo and Parade

Feb. 19–22 • 7 p.m. (rodeo) • $10 (rodeo, 

adults), $5 (rodeo, children), free (livestock 

show)

The 71st annual rodeo is the primary 

fundraiser for agriculture students in 

Katy ISD. The nightly rodeo features 

professional riders. There is a community 

parade on Feb. 22, followed by the 

livestock auction.  

L.D. Robinson Pavilion

6301 S. Stadium Lane  

www.katyrodeo.org

www.katyisd.org

March
Pin Oak Charity Horse Show

March 19–30 • Free

For about two weeks each year, the Great 

Southwest Equestrian Center hosts the 

area’s most prominent equestrian show. 

The annual show and fundraiser has been 

taking place since 1947.  

2501 S. Mason Road, Ste. 410 

Katy • 281-398-7007

www.pinoak.org

April
Folk Life Festival

April 11, 12 • 9 a.m.–5p.m. • $1

Visitors can see what life was like in the 

pioneer days of Texas. The Katy ISD 

Outdoor Learning Center plays host to 

recreations of life in the 1800s, including 

demonstrations of blacksmithing, cheese 

making, pioneer cooking and crafts.

6301 S. Stadium Lane

Katy • 281-574-3318

www.katyisd.org

Katy Jazz Festival

April 25–26 • 3–10 p.m. (April 25.), 9 a.m.–

10 p.m. (April 26) • $3 (April 25) $7 (April 

26) daily passes $20 (feature concerts) 

The sixth annual event features area high 

school students performing in master 

classes during the day and professional 

performances at night. 

Katy High School

6331 Highway Blvd.

Katy • 281-396-2270 

www.katyjazzfestival.com

May
Wild West Brew Fest

May 10 • 2–7 p.m. • $25 (advance), $60 

(VIP advance)

The annual celebration of craft beer and 

craft beer culture features more than 25 

brewers. The Katy Texas Rotary Club 

sponsors the event, which benefi ts a 

variety of area nonprofi ts. 

The Villagio Town Center

22756 Westheimer Parkway

www.katybrewfest.com

July
LaCenterra’s July 4th Celebration

July 4 • 6:30 p.m. • Free

Attendees can eat, shop, enjoy music 

and watch the fi reworks at this annual 

Independence Day celebration. 

LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch

23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Katy • 281-395-5533

www.lacenterra.com

Katy Freedom Celebration

July 4 • After dark • Free

The annual fi reworks display near Katy 

Mills mall usually begins just after dark—

about 9 p.m. 

Katy Mills Mall

5000 Katy Mills Circle

Katy • 281-391-4800

www.cityofkaty.com

September
Firefl ies and Food Trucks

September (date and time TBA) • $25 

Katy Education Foundation hosts an 

evening of entertainment at No Label 

Brewery. The fundraiser features a variety 

of gourmet food trucks. 

No Label Brewery

5351 First Street, Bldg. A

Katy • 281-396-6031

www.katyisdeducationfoundation.org

October
Katy Rice Harvest Festival

Oct. 11–12 • 2–9 p.m. (Oct. 11), 

10 a.m.–7 p.m. (Oct. 12) • Free

The 34th annual two-day festival is held 

every fall. The event features live music, 

crafts, food and entertainment. 

Downtown Katy

Avenues B–C and 2nd–3rd streets.

Katy • 281-391-5289

www.katychamber.com

November
YMCA Turkey Dash

Nov. 27 • 7 a.m.

The 12th annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey 

Dash features a 10k, 5k, 1 mile kids fun 

run and a 1 mile walk/run. It is the area’s 

largest fun run.

Katy YMCA

22807 Westheimer Parkway 

Katy • 281-392-5055

www.ymcahouston.org/turkey-dash

December
City Christmas tree lighting and Katy 

Old-Fashioned Christmas

Dec. 6 • 10 a.m.– 8 p.m. • Free 

Area residents peruse crafts, antiques, 

produce, jewelry and gifts during the 

day and stay for the offi cial city of Katy 

Christmas tree lighting at night. Kids can 

visit with Santa and play in 20,000 pounds 

of fake snow. 

Harvest Plaza

5701 3rd St.

Katy • 281-391-4800

www.cityofkaty.com

From festivals to fun runs, the area hosts a variety of events 

throughout the year.

2014

Katy Rice Harvest Festival, now in its 34th year, helps raise funds for Katy ISD schools. 
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In a previous issue, we told you that they were now open, coming soon, or 

relocating. Where are they now and what’s new?
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The Ballard House celebrated a grand 

opening and open house in December. 

Lacey Oak owner Mary Thaler said the 

shop has a constantly changing selection. 

By building Th e Ballard House, 
Cinco Charities hoped to create a 
space where visitors and the commu-
nity felt welcomed. 

Based on overwhelming support 
from the community and an occu-
pancy rate of more than 50 percent, 
only a month underway the group 
appears to have already met that 
goal.

“It has been amazing. Th e com-
munity of Katy has so embraced Th e 
Ballard House, our mission and the 
guests we are serving,” said Ginger 
Hopper, executive director of Cinco 
Charities. 

Th e Ballard House, is built on a 
three-acre lot and features 24 suites. 
Guests who are undergoing medical 
treatment —oft en for cancer—apply 
to stay at the facility in conjunction 
with a social worker, who confi rms 
the dates of treatment. Stays at the 
house range widely. A few of the 
facility’s fi rst guests remain at the 
house, continuing their treatment 
nearby, while several others have 
already come and gone, Hopper said. 

“We thought that maybe six 
months into it we would be at this 
point but we didn’t expect this,” 
she said. 

Th e eclectic boutique Lacey Oak,  
in downtown Katy, opened in May 
and features a constantly changing 
assortment of jewelry, furniture, 
decorative items and accessories. 

Owner Mary Th aler said custom-
ers seem to like the variety available 
at the shop and the uniqueness of 
many of the jewelry and furniture 
pieces.  

“We try to have something new 
all of the time,” Th aler said. 

Th ough the store is her fi rst 
adventure in retailing, the former 
oil and gas industry accountant is 
not out of her element. Prior to her 
accounting career, she graduated 
from the Institute of Fashion Tech-
nology in New York City. Before 
that, she completed a degree in 
business and fashion merchandising 
at Texas State University. 

“I love design,” she said. “I love 
to watch people fi nd items that will 
really grow with them and their 
style.” 

Th at love also extends to choosing 
items for the store, Th aler said. She 
is constantly on the lookout for new 
additions—items that have a unique 
style. Th e shop has also allowed 
her to indulge her own passion for 
shopping. 

 Inspiration comes from a variety 

Th e home hosts guests from 
locations as diverse as Poland and 
El Paso. 

Cinco Charities was founded in 
2006 by Realtors with Keller Wil-
liams Premier Realty in Katy. 

of locales, including her travels across 
Texas and abroad, she said.

Several pieces of furniture for sale 
at the store were handcraft ed or artis-
tically re-fi nished by Katy or Texas 
artisans.   

The Ballard House

Lacey Oak

The Ballard House

21421 Cinco Park Rd.

Katy • 281-220-2188

www.cincocharities.org

Lacey Oak

5708 3rd St.

Katy • 281-574-0888

www.laceyoak.com
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By Nick Cenegy

Newland Communities is the largest private developer of planned residential and urban mixed-use communities in the United States from coast-to-coast. 
Together with our partner, North America Sekisui House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities for people  
to live life in ways that matter most to them. www.newlandcommunities.com and www.nashcommunities.com

It’s our 23rd birthday,  
and this year YOU  
get the presents!†

†CINCO RANCH 23rd BIRTHDAY: NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT NECESSARY TO ENTER AND PARTICIPATE. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Visit CincoBirthday.com for official rules, prize descriptions, odds disclosures and complete details. Promotion 
run February 1-23, 2014. This is not intended to be an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy real estate in Cinco Ranch to residents of Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, New York, New Jersey, and Oregon, or in any other jurisdiction where prohibited by 
law. NNP II-Cinco West LP and Terrabrook Cinco Ranch Southwest GP, LLC (“Fee Owner”) is the owner and developer of the Cinco Ranch Community (“Community”). Certain homebuilders unaffiliated with the Fee Owner or its related entities (collectively, 
“Cinco Ranch”) are building homes in the Community (“Builder(s)”).  Fee Owner has retained Newland Communities solely as the property manager for the Community.  North America Sekisui House has an interest in one of the members in Owner.  

Newland Communities and North America Sekisui House are not co-developing, co-building or otherwise responsible for any of the obligations or representations of any of the Builders, and shall have no obligations to any buyer regarding a home 
purchase from a Builder. Purchasers of homes from any of the Builders waive any claims against Newland Communities and/or North America Sekisui House arising out of their purchase transaction. Prices, specifications, details and availability of 
Builder’s homes are subject to change without notice. 2014 © Cinco Ranch. All Rights Reserved. Cinco Ranch is a trademark of NASH Cinco NW, LLC, and may not be copied, imitated or used, in whole or in part, without prior written permission.

12 homebuilders • 20+ model homes  

21 schools in Katy ISD • Golf Club • Beach Club  

3 water parks • 17 tennis courts • 10 neighborhood pools

New homes from the $200s to over $1 million 

Get all the details at  
CincoBirthday.com!

Now through February 23, we’re giving away 23 days of gifts  

for you and special incentives on new homes in Cinco Ranch.
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Katy City Council

County Commissioners
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The 2013–14 Katy city council and mayor, from left to right: Larry Gore, Jimmy Mendez, 

Steve Pierson, Mayor Fabol Hughes, Chuck Brawner and Bill Lawton. 

Meetings
The council meets at 6:30 

p.m. the second and fourth 

Monday of the month

Katy City Hall
910 Avenue C

281-391-4800

www.cityofkaty.com

Steve Radack
Harris County, Pct. 4

Big issue of 2013

• Grand Parkway Segment E

The opening of Seg. E connecting I-10 

and Hwy 290 will continue to improve 

mobility in the region. Such improve-

ments spur business and residential 

development.

Top issue for 2014

• Managing growth 

The county will encourage working 

together with other organiations to make 

sure growth in the Katy area is man-

aged intelligently and with an eye toward 

maintaining the quality of life.

Meetings
The commissioners court meets at 10 

a.m. the second and fourth Tuesday of 

the month. 

Harris County Administration Building 

1001 Preston St., Houston

713-755-5000 

www.hctx.net 

Meetings
The commissioners court meets at 9 a.m. 

ever Wednesday of the month

Waller County Courthouse
836 Austin St., Hempstead

1-800-901-4412

www.co.waller.tx.us

Meetings
The commissioners court meets at 1 p.m. 

the fi rst, second, and fourth Tuesday of 

the month. 

Fort Bend County Courthouse
401 Jackson Street, Richmond 

281-341-8608

www.fortbendcountytx.gov

Stan Kitzman
Waller County, Pct. 3

Big issue of 2013

• Cane Island Parkway

Waller County has supported the con-

struction of Cane Island Parkway, which 

will allow improved access to the county 

from I-10, as well as the Cane Island 

master-planned community. 

Top issue for 2014

• Morton and Clay road expansions

Various road expansion and repair 

projects will soon be needed in the area 

to keep up with growth. Among the top 

priorities that may see some action in 

2014, are Morton and Clay roads.

Big decisions made in 2013

• MPC district ordinance update

The City Council passed a major revision 

to the ordinance that outlines regulations 

for master-planned communities in the 

city limits. The revised ordinance will 

clear the way for the new Cane Island 

development. 

• Revised ordinances, code

The city began the process of revising its 

municipal ordinances to eliminate con-

fl icts, expired or duplicated ordinances. 

The council also passed a variety of 

updates to the city’s building codes. 

Top issues for 2014

• New fi re station 

The fi re station, with an estimated pri-

cetag of $2.5 million will be located on 

Kingsland Avenue west of Pin Oak Road.

• New City Hall  

The council approved about $200,000 in 

the 2014 budget to draw up plans for a 

proposed new $6 million City Hall. The 

Social Services Building in downtown 

Katy, at Second Street and Avenue D is 

one proposed location.

Andy Meyers
Fort Bend County, Pct. 3

Big issue of 2013

• Mobility bond

Voters approved the county’s proposed 

$184.9 million mobility bond in No-

vember. The bond outlines 62 projects 

throughout Fort Bend County. Precinct 3 

is slated to receive $58 million. 

Top issue for 2014

• Cane Island

The county is building a section of the 

proposed Cane Island Parkway that will 

connect FM 1463 to I-10 and extend 

north into the new Cane Island master 

planned community. 

Terms and compensation
• The mayor receives a salary of $1,543.33 per month

• Council members receive a salary of $929.62 per month

• Both the mayor and council members are elected for 

two-year terms.

• Ward A – two council members; Ward B – two council 

members; At large – one council member. A

• There is a three-term limit on the council. 

Compiled by: Nick Cenegy
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Katy Gap Rd.

Kinggsland Blvll d. 99

stpaulsorthodox.org

“And the disciples were 
first called Christians 
in Antioch”  Acts 26:10

WELCOME!

St. Paul Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian 

Church

1717 Katy Gap Road, 
Katy Texas 77494

281 201 6438

Sunday Matins 9:30 am

Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Followed by

Sunday School for 
Children and Adults 

Orthodoxy - the 
unchanging faith 
and teaching of 

the Apostles
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I-10 to 290
via Grand Parkway

Between I-10 and 290 there’s now an easier way to get 
around. Drive the new Grand Parkway (SH 99) Segment E 
toll road and see how much time you can save.

Maps, rates, and more information at 

TxTag.org

Nonstop-n-Go

Feeling stuck?

We can help.

katyvineyard.org
Finding life in Jesus Christ

The Reserve at Katy
Toll Brothers’ first boutique  

community in Katy and the Houston  
area with premier access to I-10. 

Cinco Ranch  
Sycamore Meadow

The final gated neighborhood within walking 
distance to the Lake House, surrounded by  

the Cinco Ranch Trail System.

Cinco Ranch 
Ironwood Estates

An exclusive gated community of  
luxury homes on some of the largest  

home sites in Cinco Ranch.

Open Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm; Sunday 12pm-6pm. Brokers welcome. Homes available nationwide. Prices 
subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not be relied upon to confirm applicable 
features. This is not an offering where prohibited by law. *Volume Builder of the Year 2007, 2008, 2011, 
2012 & 2013 Awarded by the Texas Association of Builders. Professional Builder Magazine.

Call or visit today to schedule a model home tour!

Five-Time Texas  
Builder of the Year!*TollBrothers.com/Impact

 
School District3 New Model Homes 

NOW OPEN IN KATY!
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Here is a recap of last year’s big news and updates on what is happening now with area schools.

KATY  ISD  is making prepara-
tions for the completion of two 
new elementary schools, expected 
to open in the fall of 2014 in Cross 
Creek Ranch and Pine Mill Ranch. 

In the fi rst few weeks of Janu-
ary, a selection committee proposed 
naming one of the schools aft er a 
longtime district educator and the 
other aft er a distinguished physical 
education instructor.

In December, the school board 
selected principals and voted to 
approve an attendance boundary 
modifi cation, outlining the popula-
tion for the new schools and balanc-
ing the existing student populations 
at Shafer and Stanley elementary 
schools. 

“Th e board determined which 
students from existing elementary 
schools would be transitioned to new 
elementary schools,” district spokes-
person Dr. Andrea Grooms said.

 Th e district’s School Naming 
Selection Committee announced Jan. 
13 it had selected Keiko Davidson, a 
35-year educator and former princi-
pal of Hutsell Elementary School, as 
the namesake for campus No. 36 at 
26906 Pine Mill Drive. 

District prepares to open two elementaries   

What is STEM?
STEM is the acronym for Science, 

Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics. STEM is not to be 

viewed as a separate entity, but 

rather as a blending of disciplines 

that when combined create an 

integrated whole. The new STEM 

project center will: 

• Provide additional STEM capabili-

ties to existing Miller classrooms

• Provide easy staff and student 

accessibility to Miller

• Allow new opportunities for project-

based learning

• Host fi eld trips for elementary 

students to watch engineering 

classes at work

• Become a Principles of Engineering 

(POE) construction site

• Provide STEM teachers with a 

demonstration site

REDISTRICTING

STEM EDUCATION

KATY  ISD students will soon have 
access to a science, technology, engi-
neering and math center aft er the 
school board unanimously approved 
the project at its Dec. 16 meeting. 
Th e STEM center, estimated to cost 
$5 million, was originally part of the 
$99 million bond proposal voters 
rejected in November. Instead of 
returning to the polls to request new 
funds, the board decided to fund the 
project through the district’s 2013–14 
general fund budget.

“Th e need for the STEM Project 
Center adjacent to the Miller Career 
and Technology Center continues 
to exist to support student learning 
in the areas of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics,” Katy 
ISD Superintendent Alton Frailey 
said. “New curriculum requirements 
and the increasing prominence of 
these fi elds in today’s society rein-
force the need for this facility.”

In a Dec. 12 work session, the 
board revisited the idea of build-
ing the STEM center aft er auditors 
found an additional $4 million in 
the district’s budget that was unallo-
cated. Th at available money allowed 
planners to budget an additional 
$500,000 for the project—initially 
proposed at $4.5 million—that 
will pay for advanced instructional 

Board decides to go ahead with STEM Center despite bond failure

The proposed $5 million STEM project center could be open for students by fall 2014.
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By Nick Cenegy

For the No. 37 campus, at 5303 
Flewellen Oaks Lane, the committee 
proposed it be named for James Ran-
dolph, a former physical education 
instructor, math and science teacher, 
and role model. Randolph began his 
career in Katy ISD in 1996 and died 
in April of last year. 

Th e committee will hold a forum 
at 6 p.m. on Feb. 4 in the Katy ISD 
Board Room at the district’s admin-
istrative building for public input on 
the proposed names. Th e committee, 
aft er considering comments voiced 
during the forum, will make a rec-
ommendation to the Katy ISD board 
at its regular meeting Feb. 24. 

Aft er the naming process is com-
plete, the district will select logos 
for the school and prepare opening 
ceremonies, Grooms said. 

In December, the board approved 
the appointment of Lisa Leethem, 
a 30-year educator and principal of 
Bear Creek Elementary since 2003, to 
take the helm of the Pine Mill Ranch 
school. Kirstin Harper, a 13-year 
educator and principal of Alexander 
Elementary since 2008, will lead the 
Cross Creek Ranch campus. 

Discussions have also begun in the 

school board’s work sessions regard-
ing the potential need to modify the 
attendance boundaries of larger sec-
tions of the school district to accom-
modate growth. 

Such a move is likely to be neces-
sary, especially in the northwestern 
region of the district near the future 
site of the Cane Island master-
planned community. 

To accommodate future growth, 
the district needs to build two new 
elementary and junior high schools 
by August 2017, according to a 
presentation to the board during its 
January workstudy meeting

Th ose projects and additional cam-
puses needed between now and 2021, 
will likely require the school board 
call a bond by November 2015.

equipment for the facility.
Th e center, which could be open 

by the beginning of the 2014–15 
school year, will provide space 
on a two-acre property just west 
of Miller Career and Technology 
Center off  of Katyland Drive for 
students to construct larger projects 
and experiments, according to the 
proposal.

“Th e district as a whole has not 
done enough to facilitate innovation 
and creativity among its students,” 
Frailey said in the lead-up to the 
bond election. Th e STEM project 
center, however, would be a step in 
the right direction, he said. 

Each school in the district may 
ultimately have its own space within 
the building where students can 

house their own projects.
Similar spaces in other districts 

have been used to provide students 
with a place to build solar-powered 
cars, catapults, robots and other 
projects that allow them to apply 
what they learn in the classroom.

With the board’s approval of the 
project, the design and construction 
process can continue.

Source: Katy ISD

The proposed recommendation was 

approved by the Katy ISD Board of 

Trustees on January 21.

The proposal will provide relief to the 

following elementaries.

• Shafer
• Wolman
• WoodCreek

Students residing in the 

neighborhoods below and attending 

Wolman Elementary would transistion 

to the new Elementary #36.

• Silver Ranch (new sections)
• Cardiff Ranch
• Churchill Farms

Students residing in the neighborhood 

below and attending WoodCreek 

Elementary would transistion to the 

new Elementary #36.

• Pine Mill Ranch

Students residing in the neighborhood 

below and attending Shafer 

Elementary would transistion to the 

new Elementary #37.

• Cross Creek Ranch

Source: Katy ISD

Students residing in the neighborhood 

below and attending Shafer 

Elementary would transition to 

Stanley Elementary.

• Oak Forest

Students residing in the neighborhood 

below and attending Stanley 

Elementary would transition to Shafer 

Elementary.

• Westheimer Lakes North
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              Boudreaux Estates Dr.

Boudreaux Rd.

TRANSPORTATION   UPDATE

249

2  Boudreaux Road reroute - 

Boudreaux Road will be rerouted later 

in the construction process into a 

more direct route to cross Hwy. 249. 

Contractors will build a new crossover 

where the rerouted Boudreaux Road 

intersects the highway, and the existing 

crossover will close April 2014. 

Phase II, which will add tolled lanes from 

just north of FM 2920 to the Harris-

Montgomery county line, is expected to 

begin engineering design work sometime 

in late 2016 or early 2017, Collett said. 

Construction on Phase II is scheduled to 

begin in late 2018 or early 2019, and will 

cost an estimated $165 million. 

“The timeline for Phase II is based 

primarily on HCTRA’s larger, multiyear, 

multiproject improvement plan,” he 

said. “Not all phases of all projects 

can be completed simultaneously. Our 

plan balances regional mobility needs, 

the projected availability of funds and 

keeping the agency’s debt levels in a 

manageable, fi nancially healthy range.”

2

1

GRAND PARKWAY

By Nick Cenegy 

With the completion in December of 

Segment E of the Grand Parkway, drivers 

for the fi rst time made the commute 

from I-10 in Katy to Hwy 290 in Cypress 

in under 15 minutes. Crews plan to 

push ahead this year on construction 

of Segments F-1, F-2, and G, which are 

expected to connect Highways 290, 

I-45 and 59 in 2015. Meanwhile, toll 

plazas are being added to Segment D, 

which connects Hwy. 59 and I-10 and 

the planning and permitting process 

is moving forward on Segment C, 

connecting Hwys. 288 and 59. 

The opening of Segment E follows two 

years of construction on the 15-mile, 

$320 million toll road section.  It is the 

third completed piece of the Grand 

Parkway project—which has been in 

the works since the 1960s—behind 

segments D and I-2.

The recently opened section consists of 

two main-lane toll plazas and multiple 

tolled on and off ramps, with an average 

toll price of $1.40 on main lanes and 

a variable rate from 35 cents to 71 

cents on ramps, said Raquelle Lewis, 

spokeswoman for the Texas Department 

of Transportation. 

The tolling system for the Grand Parkway 

is fully automated, requiring that drivers 

have one of three electronic tolling 

devices on their car—an EZ-TAG, TxTag 

or TollTag. 

When all of the on and off ramps are 

complete on Segment E, the road will 

feature a total of 10 intersections. Plans 

call for drivers on the Grand Parkway to 

pass through main lane toll plazas every 

four to seven miles. 

Those toll prices also apply to Segments 

F1 and F2, stretching from Hwy. 290 

to I-45 south of The Woodlands, which 

began construction in July. The currently 

established rates went into effect in 

October 2013. Toll rates are subject to 

change and will be re-evaluated every 

October. 

Segment D, between Hwy. 59 and 

I-10, opened to traffi c in 1994 but is 

undergoing $147 million construction 

that will create two tolled main lanes in 

each direction, as well as partial frontage 

roads and entrance and exit ramps. That 

18.2-mile section will include seven main 

lane toll plazas and is expected to open 

in 2014. Ultimately it will cost drivers an 

estimated $3.19 to travel Segment D. 

Planning for construction on Segment 

C, between Hwys. 288 and 59 continues 

to advance. Designers have received 

a record of decision from the Federal 

Highway Administration and construction 

on the project is expected to begin in 
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By Staff Reporters
With the completion in December of 

Segment E of the Grand Parkway, drivers 

for the fi rst time made the commute 

from I-10 in Katy to Hwy. 290 in Cypress 

in less than 15 minutes. Crews plan to 

push ahead this year on construction 

of Segments F-1, F-2 and G, which are 

expected to connect Hwy. 290, I-45 and 

Hwy. 59 in 2015. 

Meanwhile, toll plazas are being added 

to Segment D, which connects Hwy. 59 

and I-10, and the planning and permitting 

process is moving forward on Segment 

C, connecting Hwys. 288 and 59. Tolls 

along the Grand Parkway are fully 

automated, requiring that drivers have 

one of three electronic tolling devices on 

their car—an EZ-TAG, TxTag or TollTag. 

Upon completion, the Grand Parkway will 

traverse seven counties, with the goal of 

easing transportation around the Greater 

Houston area. The planned third outer 

loop will span 185 miles.

 Segment D, between Hwy. 59 and 

I-10, opened to traffi c in 1994 but is 

undergoing $147 million in construction 

that will create two tolled main lanes in 

each direction, as well as partial frontage 

roads, and entrance and exit ramps. That 

18.2-mile section will include seven main 

lane toll plazas and is expected to open 

in early 2014. Ultimately it will cost drivers 

an estimated $3.19 to travel Segment D.

 The opening of Segment E follows 

two years of construction on the 15-mile, 

$320 million toll road section. The 

recently opened section consists of 

two main-lane toll plazas, and multiple 

tolled on and off ramps, with an average 

toll price of $1.40 on main lanes and 

a variable rate from 35 cents to 71 

cents on ramps, said Raquelle Lewis, 

spokeswoman for the Texas Department 

of Transportation. 

When all of the on and off ramps are 

complete on Segment E, the road will 

feature 10 intersections. Plans call for 

drivers on the Grand Parkway to pass 

through main lane toll plazas every 4 to 

7 miles. 

 Those toll prices also apply to 

Segments F-1 and F-2, —a four-lane 

road stretching from Hwy. 290 to I-45 

south of The Woodlands, which began 

construction in July. 

 Segment G, between I-45 and Hwy. 

59, was approved in late 2012 and is 

slated to be open in 2015. The project is 

expected to bring new development to 

the area. The toll rates along segments 

F1, F2 and G went into effect in October 

2013 and are subject to change. Toll rates 

will be re-evaluated every October. 

By David Pollan

Drivers traveling Hwy. 249 between 

Spring Cypress Road and FM 2920 can 

now see construction on Phase I of the 

long-awaited Tomball Tollway. 

Work on Phase I, which will add new 

tolled lanes parallel to existing Hwy. 

249 lanes from just south of Spring 

Cypress Road to just north of FM 2920, 

began in late October and is expected 

to be complete in spring 2015. The total 

estimated project cost for the fi rst phase 

is $170 million, according to the Harris 

County Toll Road Authority. 

“Visible Phase I construction activities 

at this stage include clearing vegetation 

and top soil, implementing storm water 

runoff quality measures, such as installing 

silt fencing, as well as bridge foundation 

work and building embankments and 

retaining walls,” HCTRA spokesman 

Adam Collett said.  

Three construction contracts make 

up Phase I of the project, all of which 

were started within a 60-day span of 

one another, and all are expected to be 

complete at the same time, Collett said. 

1  Three Lakes Boulevard 

crossover - The existing crossover 

between the northbound and southbound 

Hwy. 249 main lanes that connect Three 

Lakes Boulevard and Canyon Pointe 

Drive will permanently close Jan. 11, as 

construction on the fi nal confi guration of 

that intersection will begin soon, Collett 

said. Motorists needing to cross the 

highway after Jan. 11 will need to use the 

next nearest crossover in either direction. 

Map not to scale

249

1

Spring Cypress Rd. 

Northpointe Blvd. 

H
u

fs
m

it
h
-K

o
h

rv
il
le

 R
d

. 

S
. 

C
h

e
rr

y
 S

t.
 

Boudreaux Estates Dr. 

2920

99

99

2920

249

Designs for 

Segment C between 

Hwys. 288 and 59 

are ongoing. The 

Federal Highway 

Administration issued 

a record of decision 
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 By Marie Leonard 

All of Hwy. 290 from Loop 610 to Hwy. 6 
is expected to be under construction this 
year in an effort to widen the roadway 
by 2017.  

Hwy. 290 will be widened in several 
segments to include two or three 
managed lanes, and the addition of one 
general lane in both directions.

Managed lanes combine high occupancy 
vehicle lanes and toll roads, providing a 
quicker option for drivers. 

Work on Project D, which runs from 
Mueschke Road to Telge Road, is 
expected to begin early this year. 
Construction on Projects H and I, 
which run from North Gessner Road 
to West 34th Street, will also begin early 
this year. 

Work will continue on Project G in 2014, 
which spans from FM 529 to West 
Little York Road and was the fi rst piece 
of Hwy. 290 construction to begin in 
Cy-Fair in 2013. 

Managed lanes on Hwy. 290 will 

ultimately become general purpose lanes 
after the proposed parallel Hempstead 
Tollway is constructed by 2035. 

1  Project C - Bids are expected to 

be taken by 2016 for this portion of the 
roadway.

2  Project D - Construction is 

expected to begin in early 2014 on this 
project.

3  Project E - Construction began on 

this segment of the project in 2013.

4  Project F - Construction began on 

this segment of the project in 2013.

5  Project G - Construction began on 

this segment of the project in 2013.

6  Project H - Work is expected to 

start on this area in early 2014.

7  Project I - Contract was awarded in 

mid-2013. 

8  Project J-1 - Construction began 

here in mid-2013.

9  Project J-2 - Contract was awarded 

in late 2013.
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The Grand Parkway Association has helped move construction of the Grand Parkway forward 
since the 1980s by working with county offi cials, developers, community members and 
TxDOT. For more information, updates or detailed maps of the Grand Parkway, visit the GPA’s 
website at www.grandpky.com.
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Source: TxDOT

Source: Grand Parkway 

Association

You will fall in love the moment you step into the Falls at Green Meadows. This new Katy  
community has everything you desire in a new home:

- Exceptional Katy ISD Schools, including Katy High School 
- Luxury new homes by two of the nation’s leading home builders
- Outstanding amenities, including a recreation center with pool, walking trails, lakes, and playground
- Quick and easy access to I-10 and the new Grand Parkway, now open to Highway 290!

Situated on the site of the former Green Meadows golf course, this neighborhood has unique beauty 
and character. Now is the time to visit and fall in love with your new home in the Falls at Green 
Meadows. 

Katy 
High School

Katy City
Park

Avenue D

Franz Rd.

Highway 90

Pin Oak Rd.
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FallsatGreenMeadows.com
FriendswoodDevelopment.com

New Homes starting from the $300s
Lennar |  281-769-4237

Meritage Homes | 832-425-8346
Model Homes Open Daily

290



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com16  THE JANUARY ISSUE

P R I M E  P O S I T I O N

Located just off I-10, Firethorne has a unique
blend of urban conveniences and hometown charm.

R E S O R T - S T Y L E  A M E N I T I E S  

With scenic walking trails, a beach-entry pool and  
much more, there’s always a way to enjoy Firethorne.

A C C L A I M E D  S C H O O L S  
Award-winning Katy and Lamar school  

districts offer quality education at all ages.

A S H T O N  W O O D S  |  C O V E N T RY  |  H I G H L A N D 
P E R RY  |  P L A N TAT I O N  | R AV E N N A  | S A R AT O G A

P L E A S E  V I S I T 

f i r e t h o r n e . i n f o 
F O R  I N V E N T O R Y.

S M A L L  T O W N  f e e l  
M E E T S  

B I G  C I T Y  a p p e a l .

At Autumn Leaves,  
MEMORY CARE IS ALL WE DO.

NOW OPEN AND TOURING.  
CALL (281) 415-7956 TODAY
to schedule an appointment.

Autumn Leaves of Cinco Ranch provides a safe, secure environment  
for  those living with Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.

Since memory care is all we do, you can rest assured that your loved  
one  is well taken care of and surrounded by specially trained  
professionals  that understand the demands and needs of our residents.
 

“We are so grateful to Autumn  
Leaves, our mother is loved  
and well cared for by an  
extraordinary group of people.”

– an Autumn Leaves family member

AUTUMN LEAVES OF CINCO RANCH IS NOW OPEN
24024 Westheimer Parkway | Katy, TX  77494 | ID# Pending

(281) 415-7956  |  AutumnLeaves.com

Earn a degree.
Not debt.

Flexible options 
for degrees,
workforce 
certificates 
and more.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER!
Late Start classes available.

LoneStar.edu Open Doors

LSC-CyFair 
9191 Barker Cypress at West Road

LSC-Fairbanks Center 
14955 Northwest Freeway near Beltway 8

LSC-Cypress Center 
19710 Clay Road at Fry Road

Three convenient locations!

Open

s!!
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Cinco Ranch Aquariums
Underwater wonders now closer to home

Jumpstreet
Segway course and pizza place join trampoline park

B usiness is bobbing along just 
fi ne aft er six months at, said 
Hector Elizalde, owner of 

Cinco Ranch Aquariums. 
Th e shop is the only one of its sort 

in the area, providing an array of 
aquariums, accessories and aquatic 
life. It is a also a source of reverse 
osmosis water by the gallon—freshwa-
ter or salt water—which is an aquar-
ium fundamental. 

“We’ve seen a great response from 
the area,” Elizalde said. “Business has 
been picking up slowly.”

For some customers, the pres-
ence of a local shop, and the profes-
sional advice that Elizalde provides, 
has allowed them to start collecting 
aquatic life.

“Th ere’s no other fi sh store like this 
in the area,” he said. “We are the only 

P erhaps the only thing that could make 
dodgeball more appealing for kids would 
be the opportunity to play on wall-to-

wall trampolines. 
Th at is one of the many trampoline-based 

ideas behind the now seven-month-old trampo-
line park Jumpstreet in Katy Mills mall. 

Th e facility, next to the AMC 20, is a 
30,000-square-foot space that includes a vari-
ety of trampoline games, including race tracks, 
bounce walls, basketball courts, a foam-sided 
mechanical bull and climbing pillars.

Prices vary by the day of the week, said Shawn 
Kint, regional manager for Jumpstreet. Depend-
ing on the day, admission costs between $10 for 
two hours, and $12 for an hour.  

In December, the company opened Segway 
Outback adjacent to Jumpstreet, described as 
“America’s fi rst indoor Segway obstacle course.” 

“Th e courses allow people the opportunity 

to ride around diff erent obstacles and trails, 
including a dirt track and balance course,” 
Kint said. 

Segway Outback features nine diff erent 
courses and is limited to riders ages 14 and 
older. Customers pay $19.99 for half an hour or 
$38.98 per hour. Riders can compete for the fast-
est time and race their friends. 

Additionally, the company soon hopes to off er 
hungry customers a way of refueling on their 
way between activities. 

Kint said a build-your-own pizza place is in 
the works for the space that connects the two 
facilities. Customers will be able to select a crust 
size, choose  from 18 ingredients and six sauces, 
and then watch the pizza being built right in 
front of them. A little more than three minutes 
later, they can enjoy a custom, oven-fresh pizza. 

Which Way Pizza is scheduled to open in 
middle to late February, Kint said. 

local shop, which is what I believe 
people want.”

Walking into the store’s aquatic life 
showroom, customers are greeted by 
the quiet hum of fi lter pumps and the 
vibrance of coral and plant life inside 
the wall-mounted aquariums. 

“We have been selling a lot of coral, 
marine fi sh and some freshwater fi sh,” 
he said. 

Like many of his customers, 
Elizalde started collecting marine life 
as a hobby. He has now been in the 
business for 25 years.

“I’ve always enjoyed keeping fi sh 
and coral and watching them grow 
and mature throughout the years,” 
Elizalde said. 

Th e shop also off ers delivery, instal-
lation, cleaning and maintenance of 
aquariums.

One popular attraction at Jumpstreet is trampoline dodgeball. 
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Jumpstreet

5000 Katy Mills Circle, Ste. 743

Katy • 281-347-3911

Owner Hector Elizalde has been in the aquarium and aquatic life business for 25 years. 
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Cinco Ranch Aquariums

1315 West Grand Parkway S. #113

Katy • 713-518-6758

www.cincoranchaquariums.com

B
U

S
IN

E
S

S
  U

P
D

A
T

E
By Nick Cenegy

R E S I D E N T I A L  |  L U X U R Y  H O M E S  |  C O M M E R C I A L  |  A C R E A G E  |  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  |  L E A S I N G 

15 years in Katy
281-220-2100

22762 WESTHIEMER PARKWAY SUITE 430 KATY, TEXAS, 77450

*EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
VISIT US AT WWW.KATYTXHOMES.COM FOR ALL OF YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
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Beijing Ranch
Authentic Chinese  restaurant delivers  

Jimmy Changas
Mexican grill adds to-go orders, keeps sizzling 
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William Wong, owner of Beijing Ranch. 

 To cross the threshold at Beijing 
Ranch, at 1251 Pin Oak Rd., Ste. 
129, is to be transported. Th e res-
taurant and tea bar, which opened 
about six months ago, is located in 
a retail center along a busy road. 
Inside, however, it is subtly lit and 
decorated in an antique Chinese 
style that matches the traditional 
Chinese food. 

Th e restaurant has garnered 
a reputation among many of its 
customers for having authentic food 
and an intimate ambience.  

Owner and manager William 
Wong said he aims to provide a 
relaxing place for people to come 
and enjoy a variety of fresh and 
savory dishes. 

Local residents, many of whom 
Wong has come to know by name, 
seem to favor dishes such as the 
Golden Gate Shrimp ($9), Szechuan 
Style Fish Fillet ($10) and Kong Pao 
Chicken ($8). Customers can also 
arrange for delivery or take-out 
orders. 

Wong said he has no plans for 
expansion at the moment and has 
enjoyed operating in his current 
location.  

Area residents have kept the grill 
smoking at Jimmy Changas, said 
general manager George Tannous. 

Th e location is the company’s fi rst 
in Katy and third in the Houston 
area. 

Th e restaurant, which opened Nov. 
19, serves a variety of appetizers, sal-
ads, soups and fresh grilled Mexican 
dishes, including beef and chicken 
fajitas and mahi-mahi.

“Th e feedback from the customers 
has been excellent so far,” Tannous 
said. “We’ve had lots of family and 
friends here keeping us very busy.” 

Among Jimmy Changa’s most 
popular off erings is the “Bad Daddy 
Chimi,” which is a giant fl our tortilla 
stuff ed with fajita beef and cheese, 
smothered in queso, with lettuce, 
tomatoes, avocado ranch and sour 
cream ($11.49). 

Th e restaurant’s to-go depart-
ment is also now up and running, 
Tannous said. Customers can call in 
their carry-out orders or make their 
orders in person. Th e restaurant has 
also prepared food for a variety of 
business meetings and gatherings. 
Plates of fajitas for lunch oft en can be 
ordered that morning, he said. 
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Beijing Ranch

1251 Pin Oak Rd., Ste. 129

Katy • 832-437-7002

Jimmy Changas

300 Westgreen Blvd.

Katy, Texas • 832-321-5927

By Nick Cenegy
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Growing your business 
is easier when you have 
a dedicated team

At Wells Fargo, we take time to get  
to know Katy area businesses

By getting to know you and your business, our  
experienced business bankers can offer financing  
options tailored to meet your financial needs.

Visit us at a location near you or talk to a banker  
at 1-800-35-WELLS (1-800-359-3557).

wellsfargo.com

All credit decisions subject to credit approval.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1166608_10761)

Patrons can now dine-in or order food to-go.
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KAEDC
Continued from | 1

up, such as the announcement in 2007 
that Rooms To Go would  bring a 1.2 mil-
lion-square-foot distribution center and a 
90,000-square-foot outlet store. 

Th e EDC was also active in the deal with 
Geico, whose employees began moving 
into the Mason Creek Offi  ce Center on 
I-10 in December. Th e insurance company 
plans to bring about 1,000 new jobs and 
$8.5 million in capital investment to the 
area over the next fi ve years. 

“Lynch pin” projects in the group’s port-
folio, such as Geico and Rooms To Go were 
aided by the coordinated eff ort that only an 
EDC can provide, said Stan Stanley, found-
ing president and now board member of 

the KAEDC. 
“When we started the EDC, we knew 

Katy was a great bedroom community,” 
Stanley said. “But the tax rates inside Katy 
ISD were going to rise if businesses weren’t 
recruited into the area to widen the tax 
base,” he said. 

Among the reasons the group was 
formed was to try to get the Walmart dis-
tribution facility that ended up in Sealy, 
said LaCour, who was hired in October 
2005 aft er a national CEO search. 

“Basically we weren’t considered because 
we didn’t have a formal economic develop-
ment plan in order,” he said. “I heard that 
quite a bit when I fi rst came here.”

If property tax rates are any measure, 
the KAEDC has been successful. Th e Katy 
ISD tax rate was rising when the group was 

formed but began to decrease in 2005 and 
fi nally leveled off  in 2007. Since then, it has 
remained the same at $1.5266.

 Looking ahead
Th e recent Geico deal is indicative of 

the  KAEDC’s redoubled focus on recruit-
ing corporate offi  ces and headquarters, 
LaCour said. With that project it was 
essential that the building was ready to 
lease as soon as possible. 

“Th ey fi nished the building in July and 
Geico signed in September,” LaCour said. 
“If we didn’t have the spec building, we 
might not have gotten the project.”

Along similar lines, the KAEDC is 
involved with recruiting companies for a 
variety of projects totaling over a million 
square feet of space in the Grand Parkway 

and Mason Road area.  
Now that the Grand Parkway Segment E, 

between Katy and Cypress, is complete, the 
area will see much more activity, he said. 

“When you’re trying to sell a piece of 
property and there is no road, it’s diffi  cult 
for people to see the possibilities,” LaCour 
said. “Once there is a road, you can see the 
property much better.”

LaCour said the group is also looking to 
recruit companies that manage warehouse-
sized computer servers. Th ere are several 
potential projects in the works, he said. 

In a decade of operation, the KAEDC 

has grown to 176 members, helped 

bring about 12,000 jobs and more than 

$1.3 B in capital investment to the area.  2003 2006 20122009

10/03: Inception
At its founding, the 

KAEDC included 15 

board of governors 

members. Twelve of 

those remain. 

7/03: Katy ISD
The school district was 

the fi rst major partner  

courted in preparation 

of starting the council.

11/04: Igloo Products
The company relocated 

its headquarters and 

expanded its operations 

growing to nearly 1.4 million 

square feet of space. 

10/05: CEO search
A national search was 

conducted for a CEO. 

Lance LaCour was 

hired. 

5/08: BP North 
America
The company expanded 

its Helios Center, creating 

2,000 jobs and $650 million 

in capital investment.

4/09: Pathfi nder 
Energy Services
The group constructed 

200,000 square feet of space 

for its headquarters. It was 

later bough by Schlumberger.

12/07: Rooms To Go
The company built a 

1.2 million-square-foot 

distribution center and 

90,000-square-foot 

retail outlet center. 

12/13: GEICO
The insurance 

company plans to 

bring about 1,000 

employees to its 

location on I-10.

Source: KAEDC

5/12: Branding
The group launched 

the “Energy Grows 

Here” campaign to 

better defi ne Katy’s 

sense of place.

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home
Counselor for complete details.  © 2013 Beazer Homes.  12/13  113423

Transform your floorplan with Beazer  
Choice Plans—at no additional cost!N

EW

Get more out of your home
beazer.com  •  281-850-8628

New Homes in West Houston  •  From the $140s to $430s

Raintree Village
From the $140s to $180s

Churchill Farms
From the $210s to $430s

What kind of industry or business do you think should be 
recruited into the area in the coming years?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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Cane Island
Continued from | 1

   Tell us what 
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Crews are expected to continue construction on Cane Island Parkway on a 
15-month timeline. The road will not only serve as the primary thoroughfare 
for the Cane Island community, expected to open in April 2015, but will cross 
I-10, linking Morton Road in Waller County to FM 1463 in Fort Bend County. 

DEVELOPERS ANTICIPATE

2,200 HOMES
CANE ISLAND PKWY. IS EXPECTED 
TO BE COMPLETE BY SPRING 2015

HOMES WILL LIKELY RANGE

1Extraterritorial Jurisdiction  l  Sources: Rise Development, city of Katy, Fort Bend County
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Single Family

Recreation Center

Water Treatment Plant

Open Space

Elementary School

Fire Station

Railroad

Proposed road

Bartlett Rd.

Bartlett Rd.

Map not to scale
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Morton Rd.

Ave. D

Franz Rd.

90

1463

1463
FM 1463 
and Cane Island Pkwy.

Plans call for Cane Is-
land Parkway to extend 
south of I-10 to FM 
1463 near the Willow 
Bend community. The 
new section of road, 
according to the present 
agreement, will be 
funded by a developer 
and Fort Bend County. 

Union Pacifi c Railroad

The city and Union Pacifi c 
are negotiating the railroad 
crossing for Cane Island 
Pkwy. The company prefers 
to close three crossings for 
every new one that is added. 

Houston ETJ1

City of Katy offi cials 
lobbied the city of 
Houston late last 
year to release about 
480 acres of land 
in its ETJ1. City of 
Katy offi cials plan to 
annex the land.

Access Road Extension
and Overpass

Plans call for the construc-
tion of eastbound and 
westbound entrance and 
exit ramps for I-10 and an 
overpass. 

Willow Fork Bridge

Fort Bend County 
plans to build a 
bridge over 
Willow Fork Creek 
to tie the parkway 
into FM 1463.
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the new highway interchange.” 
In conjunction with the Cane Island com-

munity, the city of Katy is overseeing the 
building of the Cane Island Parkway, which 
is under construction and expected to be 
complete by spring of 2015. 

“All of these projects will enhance mobil-
ity for the many new businesses coming to 
the area,” Katy Mayor Fabol Hughes said.

According to Naef, the new inter-
change will lead right to the development’s 
front door. 

“Th at’s one of the requirements for the 
success of the project is that there’s going to 
be a new Cane Island interchange,” he said. 

Th e city of Katy is supervising three 
phases of Cane Island Parkway’s construc-
tion: building road from I-10 to Hwy. 90, 
construction of the overpass at I-10 by 
TxDOT and the portion of the parkway 
that extends from Hwy. 90 to Morton Road 
through the new community.

TxDOT’s improvements include the 
construction of westbound and eastbound 
entrance and exit ramps for I-10 and an 
overpass, as well as the conversion of the 
two-way frontage road into a one-way.

Th e city started construction on the park-
way Oct. 15 between Hwy. 90 and I-10. 
Construction on the new overpass is slated 
to begin in July, said Byron Hebert, Katy’s 
fi nance director.

In late January, however, city offi  cials were 
still negotiating with representatives from 
Union Pacifi c Railroad for the construction 
of a railway crossing at Hwy. 90. 

“Since we are still in talks with Union 
Pacifi c, I believe it would be inappropriate 
to say anything at this time,” Hughes said. 

Fort Bend County offi  cials are working 
with a developer on a $10.8 million project 
to tie the parkway from the overpass at I-10 
into FM 1463 near the Willow Bend neigh-
borhood, said Jonathan Schumann, chief of 
staff  for commissioner Andy Meyers’ offi  ce.  

In order to make the city of Katy’s 
15-month timeline, they are expecting to 
bid the project soon. 

“Th e overpass is expected to be com-
pleted by the summer of 2015,” Schumann 
said. “We want to be done then as well.”

While the developer is paying for $4 mil-
lion of the project, the Fort Bend portion— 
estimated at $6.8 million—is complicated by 
a bridge that must be built over Willow Fork 
Creek. 

“With the environmental challenges, we 
need to start this summer,” he said.  

Offi  cials farther north in Waller County 
are anticipating positive eff ects as well. 

“Th e Cane Island Parkway is the most sig-
nifi cant construction to our road infrastruc-
ture in this part of the county in many, many 
years,” Waller County Precinct 4 Commis-
sioner Stan Kitzman said. “It will change the 
landscape of southeastern Waller County.” 

Cane Island community
Naef said Cane Island will be created 

in a way that will honor local history and 
Katy’s heritage.

Th e community will be developed in 
stages, starting with an elaborate, one-mile 
entry area lined with thousands of trees 
where residents will drive under a “living 
wall,” a decorative arch covered in plants and 
fl owers, Naef said.  

Rise Development is in the fi nal process 
of selecting the builders for the community, 
he said. Homes will likely begin in the upper 
$200,000s and reach into the upper $800,000s. 

Katy’s elected offi  cials and city staff  have 
been instrumental in helping the Cane 
Island community break ground, Naef said. 

Th e Katy City Council aided the project 
with its Nov. 18 vote to amend the city’s 
ordinance outlining code requirements for 
Master Planned Community Districts and 
its creation of a new MUD within the city 
limits. It also annexed about 443 acres of 
land from its ETJ into the city for the future 
community site. Additionally, Th e city suc-
cessfully lobbied Houston to release approxi-
mately 480 acres from Houston’s extraterri-
torial jurisdiction, which it intends to annex.

Th e new ordinance allows greater latitude 
in lot sizes, street widths, design and layout. 
At the same time, tightens requirements for 
community features such as public parks.

“Th ey have been a strong partner and that 
is what is needed to build a successful mas-
ter-planned community,” Naef said.

Through January 31
Get Free Registration & 
Free Assessment Test!

School and 

Fire Station

Plans include space 
for the construction 
of a new Katy ISD el-
ementary school and 
an additional city of 
Katy fi re station. 

9727 Spring Green Blvd. • Katy, Tx 77494 • 281-574-5551 • thedrystyle.com

blow dry bar
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LaCenterra
Continued from | 1

completed this fall. 
Th is third of four planned 

phases of development for LaCen-
terra includes a roughly equal 
amount of retail and Class A com-
mercial offi  ce space, at about 37,000 
and 36,000 square feet respectively. 

Overseeing Phase III is Hous-
ton-based Hoar Construction, 
the company that served as the 
general contractor of LaCenterra’s 
fi rst phase eight years ago. 

Phases I and II currently 
contain about 300,000 square feet 
in a “main street” style develop-
ment.

Trader Joe’s
Th us far, the sole tenant 

announced for Phase III is its 
anchor, a roughly 12,500-square-
foot Trader Joe’s location.

A spokesperson for the Monro-
via, Calif.-based specialty grocery 
said the company expects the loca-
tion to be open by the end of 2014. 
Th e company describes its stores 
as a unique neighborhood gro-
cery store with food and beverages 
ranging from the everyday to the 
exotic. 

While the next phase of LaCen-
terra will bring many benefi ts to 

Katy, city sales tax revenue will 
not be among them.

“Th e city limits are smaller than 
people think,” Katy Finance Direc-
tor Byron Hebert said. “LaCen-
terra is not in the city limits, but 
anything in the greater Katy area 
that attracts people can have a pos-
itive eff ect in the city.”

For a city that draws just more 
than half its revenue from sales 
tax, anything that brings shoppers 
nearby is a welcomed addition, 
he said.

“Th e amphitheater will con-
tinue to attract people from out 
of town—people who might also 
go to the mall,” he said, referring 
to Katy Mills, the largest sales tax 
generator within city limits. 

“Any positive growth we have 
in the area is positive for the city,”  
Hebert said.  

On the horizon
Th e outdoor amphitheater and 

park, which opened last summer, 
was part of Phase II of LaCenterra. 

Phase III of LaCenterra, shown in a preliminary rendering, will be anchored by a 12,500-square-foot Trader Joe’s location that could be open by the fall of 2014. 
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Phase I offi  cially opened on March 
1, 2007.   

Now, several future projects 
show promise for continuing to 
shape the area. Lance LaCour, 
president of the Katy Area Eco-
nomic Development Council, said 
his organization is working with 
LaCenterra to recruit offi  ce space 
tenants for the remaining phase of 
the development. 

A timeline for Phase IV has not 
yet been announced. Plans call for 
a fi ve-story, Class A offi  ce building, 

which may break ground as soon as 
spring of 2014. Th is year will also 
likely see the announcement of a 
271-unit luxury, mid-rise apart-
ment complex planned for the 
same area, according to the devel-
opment company. No additional 
details have been released yet on 
that project.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

NEW EXPANSION 
small group 

semi-private 
training area 

up to 3-8 people
NOW OPEN

Personalized Attention, Upscale Exercise Suites, No Waiting

In the Villagio Town Center, Suite 160, Katy TX 77450  |  281-395-0827  |  www.ESNHealth.com

experience the esn differenceexperience the esn difference

support close to home 
Corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd. 

(281) 395-7070  |   KatyFH.com

Stop by Katy Funeral Home to see our beautiful new building and learn 

about the complete range of services we provide. Our team is available 

to help with everything from at-need memorials to pre-planning. Whether 

you want a traditional funeral or a modern celebration, we’re here as 

dependable neighbors when you need us most.

Visit Katy Funeral Home for all your needs.  

celebrate  
a life well  lived
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Featured Neighborhood
Grand Lakes, 77494

Build-out year: 2007

Number of builders: 7

Number of homes: ~3,000

Home values: $139,900–$825,000

HOA dues (estimated): $990

Amenities: Jogging trails, tennis courts, parks, lakes, 
swimming pools

Nearby attractions: LaCenterra, Katy Mills mall, YMCA, 
library

Property taxes: (in dollars)

Fort Bend County Drainage 0.01900
Fort Bend County General Fund 0.48076
Grand Lakes MUD #4 0.76000
Grand Lakes WCID 0.08250
Harris Fort Bend EMS #1 0.09000
Katy ISD 1.52660

Total (per $100 value) 2.95886

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

4–7 Bed / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 2,560 sq. ft. $285,000
Broker: RE/MAX Grand  (281) 994-5700

22027 Atwater Canyon Lane

5–6 Bed / 4½ Bath 5,687 sq. ft. $605,000
Broker: Coldwell Banker-Mason Rd (281) 579-2300

7007 Spring Run Lane

6 Bed / 4 Bath 4,703 sq. ft. $600,000
Broker: Keller Williams Premier (281) 220-2100

7014 Monarch Lake

6 Bed / 4 Full, 2 Half Bath 4,558 sq. ft. $675,000
Broker: BH&G Gary Greene - Katy (281) 646-1136

3826 Bell Hollow Lane
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On the market  (January 2014) Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 67 13 11 1 –– 70 38 168 72

$150,000–$199,999 –– 61 13 13 4 –– 55 51 26 27

$200,000–$299,999 –– 19 22 18 56 –– 51 39 139 70

$300,000–$399,999 2 –– 4 6 101 2 –– 57 128 72

$400,000–$499,999 4 –– 5 8 60 34 –– 41 154 69

$500,000–$599,999 1 –– 2 2 44 597 –– 96 318 80

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– 1 3 36 108 –– 57 84 133

$800,000–$999,999 2 –– 1 1 7 62 –– 70 13 161

$1 million + –– –– 1 –– 3 –– –– 162 –– 164

Homes on the market (January 2014)

Annual home sales (Jan. 1–Dec. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 10

No. of homes under contract 10

Average days on the market 21

No. of homes sold 189

Square footage (low/high) 1,563 / 5,800

Selling price (low/high) $139,900 / $825,000

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

Market Data

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

December 2012 8 112 74 30 178 $319,875 $112,729 $205,535 $150,243 $292,145

December 2013 10 120 89 32 189 $442,010 $129,294 $280,000 $158,226 $353,681

November 2013 4 101 68 12 141 $664,250 $132,240 $246,501 $201,275 $332,529

October 2013 11 113 76 48 180 $353,681 $131,773 $242,855 $168,583 $337,703

September 2013 13 144 104 41 239 $345,947 $130,242 $263,582 $184,760 $340,093

August 2013 15 150 137 38 264 $343,448 $133,475 $261,291 $192,358 $334,501

July 2013 16 151 130 39 273 $561,375 $128,079 $284,015 $165,893 $319,714

June 2013 17 157 115 57 261 $597,373 $120,331 $278,137 $194,507 $320,150

May 2013 20 131 116 36 320 $474,287 $119,169 $284,595 $181,127 $394,917

99
S. Fry Rd.

And Who Should I Trust?
It’s been said that most Sellers want the 
same fi ve things:

They want the highest price possible…
in the shortest amount of time…with 
the least amount of inconvenience.  They 
also want to have good communication 
between themselves and the agent they 
hire and they would like to see a diligent 
eff ort by the Realtor.

The professionals at Coldwell Banker 
United, REALTORS are focused on using 
their expertise, their dedication, their 
relocation and brand leadership, and any 
other skills that will help Sellers. What 
they can also do is be honest, provide 
the necessary information to make 
good decisions and then deliver on their 
promises.

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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