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The city of Katy is working on plans to annex land and create a new planned development district

Cane Island to be city’s fi rst master-planned community

Segments E, F1, F2 to open 

up northwest Houston 

Grand Parkway 
construction 
progresses

Work is ongoing at the Grand Parkway and I-10 to extend the roadway to Hwy. 290 by the end of the year.

By Carrie Taylor

By December, drivers will be able to use 
another portion of Houston’s newest toll 
road. Segment E of the Grand Parkway, an 
185-mile loop around Houston, will stem 
north from I-10 to Hwy. 290. 

Farther north, construction began in July on 
Segments F1 and F2, which will extend from 
Hwy. 290 to I-45 in Harris and Montgomery 
counties. Th e three segments are expected to  
improve mobility for Houston residents and 
open new development opportunities in the 
Katy area.

“I view the Grand Parkway as a game 
changer for the entire north side of the Katy 
area—in Fort Bend and Harris counties,” said 
Roger Hord, president and CEO of the West 
Houston Association. “Th at area hasn’t had 
great access until now, and [entities like] Katy 
ISD have not had the opportunity to expand 
on the north side until now. Segment E will 
change that picture.”

Development catalyst
Katy area offi  cials say the Grand Parkway 

will act as a catalyst for growth in all sectors, 
specifi cally in north Katy which suff ers from 
a lack of access. 

“It is my opinion that we will see devel-
opment that will take place all throughout 
the Katy area,” Harris County Precinct 3 
Commissioner Steve Radack said. “It is going 
to be a boom town.”

Th ere are multiple commercial and retail 
projects in the works near Segment E, but 
many are in their infant stages of tenant 
negotiations, including a more than 300-acre 
mixed-use development by NewQuest Prop-
erties at Morton Ranch and Clay roads. 

concept for Cane Island to city 
and planning and zoning offi  cials. 
If approved by City Council, it will 
be the city’s fi rst master-planned 
community in its boundaries and 
likely spur waves of commercial 
and retail projects, offi  cials say.

“If we approve this, in the next 
10 years it is going to change the 
face of Katy,” Mayor Fabol Hughes 
said. “Th e new Katy will be devel-
oped toward the west and north.”

Next steps
Several steps must be taken 

before Cane Island could become 
a reality, including the city of Katy 

By Carrie Taylor

Katy’s historic namesake is 
reappearing as the label of a pro-
posed 1,000-acre master-planned 
community. Between Hwy. 90 
and Morton Road, Rise Develop-
ment has proposed building Cane 
Island to include hundreds of 
homes, multiple parks and space 
for a Katy ISD elementary school 
on an 830-acre plot of land for-
merly owned by the Minze family 
with additional acres purchased 
from nearby landowners.

At a workshop in late July, the 
Nevada-based development fi rm 
Rise Development presented its 

annexing about 400 acres of land 
from Houston’s extraterritorial 
jurisdiction into its city limits.

City and Rise Development 
offi  cials met Aug. 7 to iron out 
some details regarding the Cane 
Island project. Rise Develop-
ment is also requesting a separate 
planned development district to 
be created for its project because 
the city’s current ordinances were 
not intended for master-planned 
communities. Rise Development 
president Dan Naef said the big-
gest changes Rise Development 
would like to see include low-
ering the minimum lot size for 

“We are working on securing our fi rst big 
anchors for the retail portion as well as other 
commercial tenants,” said Jeff  Hayes with 
NewQuest.

Residential projects are also expected 
to appear soon, and Katy ISD is pre-
paring to acquire sites for future 
schools, district land planner Peter 
McElwain said.

“We knew the Grand Parkway would be a 
catalyst for increased residential growth,” he 
said. “As developers work on their plans, we 
work with them to identify where schools 
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See Cane Island | 18

communities larger than 
100 acres from 55 to 50 feet, 
and changing the distance 
between houses from 15 to 
10 feet. 

Th e new planned devel-
opment district will permit 
the smaller lots and allow 
development to be set back 
from the street. Both of 
these aspects are not per-
mitted under the existing 
district.

“What we’re going to do 
is write a separate ordi-
nance that takes care of 
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Homes from the $200s

Reel in the  

Good Life 

•  Home to Houston’s largest private lake

•  Boating, water skiing, tubing and more

•  Homes available for immediate move in

•  Award-winning Cy-Fair ISD schools
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As a Fort Bend County resident, 
would you vote to approve another 
$150 million mobility bond for 
construction and improvements on 
roads? 

  59.04%                                                   Yes, the county needs

                    13.25%   Yes, the county needs to improve its
 

                    13.25%    No, the county should not take on  

            7.23%   I would like to learn more about the bond 

           6.03%   No, the county has suffi cient roads 

    1.2%   Other 

Results from an unscientifi c Web survey, collected 

July 24–Aug. 13, 2013

Th e summer is 
coming to an end and 
thoughts of the kids 
being back in school 
and cooler weather 
are on my mind. I am 
honored to have been 
asked to participate in 
the 2013–14 Leadership 
KISD program. As a 
past Katy ISD graduate 
I look forward to learn-
ing more about the vol-

unteer opportunities, community outreach, facilities 
and, most importantly, student learning throughout 
the district. So much has evolved with growth and 
expansion within the district, and it will be great to 
share my experience with our readers. 

I attended a meeting with Superintendent Alton 
Frailey in which he gave great insight on the pro-
posed second stadium, STEAM Project Center and 

the expansion of the Agriculture Complex. We will 
continue to pay close attention to the board calling a 
fall bond election and will provide any new updates 
on our website at impactnews.com. 

Th e anticipation is growing as Segment E of the 
Grand Parkway is making progress toward comple-
tion. Th ank you to Andy Perry at Houston Executive 
Airport for the opportunity to get an aerial view of 
the Grand Parkway construction from I-10 to Hwy. 
290. I was in awe of the amount of homes, businesses, 
new construction and property available you can see 
from the air. From driving on the streets to the view 
from the air, it is evident that Katy is a thriving com-
munity.   
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START LOSING START LIVING[ ]

Ashley 
before

Weight Loss Surgery Solutions
The bariatric surgeons at Cypress Fairbanks Medical Center  
Hospital specialize in the following surgical weight loss procedures:

® 

Start Living Healthier Today  
To find out more about weight loss surgery, attend a free informational seminar and speak with a bariatric surgeon and 
our bariatric coordinator about weight loss options that may work for you.

M

Visit www.cyfairbariatrics.com or call 281-517-9705 to learn more.

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Will you use the Grand Parkway once it 
is completed? 

  Yes, it will be easier for me to access Hwy. 290 or I-45. 

  Yes, it will provide a way to engage in other activities or   

      opportunities around northern and western Harris County. 

  No, I do not want to pay the tolls. 

  I will have no reason to use the Grand Parkway. 

  Other. 

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 

Community Impact Newspaper.

Segment E of the Grand Parkway will be open by December, 

connecting I-10 to Hwy. 290 and providing residents with a new 

mobility option.  Additionally, segments F1, F2 and G—which 

will connect Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59—broke ground in late July. 

These three portions will be completed together by late 2015. 

Once complete, the Grand Parkway will form a 184-mile loop 

around Houston. 

Last month, we reported on Fort Bend County commis-

sioners discussing whether or not to call for a mobility 

bond election. At their Aug. 13 meeting, commissioners 

approved calling a bond election that will be included on 

the Nov. 5 ballot. 

more roads

existing roads 

more debt

before making a decision 
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4  Owner Jannet Howell celebrated 
the grand opening of Simple Matters 
at Junk Street Market during the Aug. 
9–11 weekend at 5625 Second St. Howell 
sells antique and vintage furniture 
transformed into accent pieces for homes. 
281-391-5865. 
www.facebook.com/simplebutmatters

5  Owner Danny Jiang opened Han’s 
Cafe Authentic Chinese Cuisine July 1 at 
510 S. Mason Road, Ste. E. Th e restaurant 
serves a full menu of Chinese lunch, 
appetizer and dinner items, including 
spicy Hunan chicken, General Tso’s 
chicken and chicken chow mein. 
832-437-5911. www.hanscafe.net

6  Katy Kinder Prep opened in mid-
July at 5131 S. Fry Road, Ste. 100. Th e 
6,300-square-foot educational day care 
center focuses on teaching manners 
and education to prepare children for 
elementary school and a more structured 
learning environment. Th e facility 
includes rooms for teaching, a computer 
area, infant room, media room with 
TV and kid-friendly seating, indoor air 
conditioned gym with a basketball goal 
and large outdoor play area with mulch 
for safety. 281-944-9064. 
www.katykinderprep.com

7  On July 26, owner Chris Ginter opened 
Vida Southwestern Grill at the former 
site of Vida Loca Mexican Grill at 21810 
Kingsland Blvd. Th e Tex-Mex restaurant 
focuses on customer service and off ers a 
family dining experience for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Menu options include 
Mexican dishes, such as sopapillas, fajitas 
and enchiladas. 281-600-9600. 
www.facebook.com/vidagrill

8  Beijing Ranch opened in June 
at 1251 Pin Oak Road, Ste. 129. Th e 
restaurant serves Chinese cuisine 
dishes, such as fried rice, sweet and sour 
shrimp, orange chicken and wonton 
soup. Beijing Ranch features a tea 
bar and off ers take-out, catering and 
delivery options. 832-437-7002. 
www.beijingranch.com

Now Open

1  Lisle Violin Shop opened its third 
location Aug. 1 at 1575 W. Grand Parkway 
S., Ste. 400. Th e business off ers a variety 
of instruments in the violin family for 
sale and rent along with repair services, 
deliveries, instrument maintenance and 
musical supplies. 281-396-4848. 
www.violins.com

2  African Bliss Braids opened this 
summer at 1829 N. Mason Road. Th e salon 
off ers a variety of braiding techniques 
and services, such as microbraids, Nubian 
twist, single braids, cornrows and weaving. 
832-215-4461.

3  Th e Solana at Cinco Ranch opened 
a new memory care facility late this 
summer at 24001 Cinco Village Center 

Blvd. Th e Solana Gardens facility off ers a 
program overseen by a full-time director 
and staff  who work with Teepa Snow, 
a nationally recognized Alzheimer’s 
disease expert, to provide customized 
programs for resident’s needs. Memory 
care facility amenities include dining 
areas, living spaces, a salon and an 
outdoor courtyard. 281-644-0003. 
www.thesolana.com

IMPACTS

99

90

1093

1463

2855

1463

TOLL
1093

10

Map not to scale

1

12

6

11

2

5

7

15

18

3
16

17
8

14

K
a

ty
 

K
a

ty
 F

o
rt B

e
n

d
 R

d
.

F
o

rt B
e

n
d

 R
d

.

MorrisonMorrison

Blvd.Blvd.

ParkPark

Grove Dr.Grove Dr.

Katy Gap Rd.Katy Gap Rd.

2nd 2nd St.St.

A
v
e

. 
A

v
e

. 
BB

9 21

20

19

10
13

4



Katy Edition • August 2013 NEWS  5

9  Owner and chef Jose Hernandez 
opened La Balance Cuisine Aug. 4 at 
20680 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 10. 
Th e French-themed restaurant serves 
brunch, lunch, dinner and dessert 
featuring items such as escargots de 
bourgogne, risotto and foie gras terrine. 
281-206-7974. 
www.labalancecuisine.com

10  Christina Sue opened AcuLife 
Acupuncture & Herbal Treatment 
Medical Center at 442 Park Grove Drive 
in July. Th e business off ers acupuncture 
therapy options, such as electro, 
cosmetic and laser as well as herbal 
treatments, medical esthetician services 
and therapeutic massages. 281-579-9983. 
www.aculife4mt.com

11  With nearly 20 years of cosmetology 
experience, owner Cynthia Hosseini 
opened Jel’s Hair Studio & Spa July 15 
at 1657 S. Fry Road. Th e full-service 
salon is family-owned and operated and 
seeks to provide a personal experience 
studio to meet specifi c customer hair 
and spa needs. Services include hair 
designing and coloring, nail services, 
facials, hair removal, skin treatments, 
massages and professional makeup 
application. Th e studio off ers a special 
makeup brand used on celebrities called 
FACE atelier. 281-578-5357. 
www.jelssalon.com 

Owner Anthony Tolder opened a 
mobile Dental Fix Rx franchise in May. 
Th e business off ers a variety of dental 
equipment repair services, including 
repairs on dental chairs, compressors, 
X-ray units, sterilizers and hand pieces. 
800-586-0340. www.dentalfi xrx.com

Coming Soon

12  KB Home at Katy Oaks opened 
its fi rst model home Sept. 14 at 24103 
Morrison Blvd. Th e building company 
designs fl oor plans, builds homes in the 
community, off ers fi nancing through 
Nationstar Mortgage and provides broker 
options to help clients in their home 

buying processes. 888-524-6637. 
www.kbhome.com

13  Katy Contemporary Arts Museum 
is set to open Sept. 8 at 805 Ave. B. Th e 
nonprofi t institution is dedicated to 
displaying contemporary art and engaging 
the community through art education 
programs. Th e plan is for the museum to 
feature about four exhibitions each year, as 
well as a gallery with art for purchase. Th e 
museum is in a white brick building built 
in 1953 for the Katy Lumber Company 
in the city’s Museum District. Museum 
admission will be free. 832-541-7981. 
www.katycam.com

14  Luby’s and Fuddruckers are scheduled 
to open a new hybrid dining concept by 
December at 24033 Cinco Ranch Blvd., 
featuring a side-by-side Luby’s cafeteria 
and Fuddruckers fast casual restaurant. 
Fuddruckers features fresh, 100 percent 
premium cut beef burgers on scratch-
baked buns while Luby’s off ers made-from-
scratch classics, including Haddock fi lets 
in a signature deep fried cracker crumb 
breading as well as macaroni and cheese. 
www.lubys.com, www.fuddruckers.com

15  Schakolad Chocolate Factory will 
open a new location this fall at 2020 S. Fry 
Road, Ste. D. Th e custom retail dessert 
boutique off ers chocolates made fresh on 
site with a three-generation, European-
style family recipe. Th e factory allows 
customers to create custom chocolate 
boxes as well as order corporate gift s, 
wedding favors, festive holiday gift s, and 
participate in chocolate parties and fi eld 
trips. www.schakolad.com

16  Urgent Care for Kids is expected 
to open its fi rst Katy location Aug. 29 
at 23730 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. N. 
Th e pediatric clinic off ers medical care 
and short wait times for appointments, 
welcomes walk-in patients, accepts most 
insurance plans and provides a kid-
friendly environment. Th e clinic has 
locations in Dallas and is opening two 
other Houston-area locations. 
281-392-3033. www.urgentcarekids.com 

17  St. Paul Orthodox Christian Church 
is under construction and slated to open 
to the public at the end of October at 
1717 Katy Gap Road. SLI Group is the 
contractor and in charge of architecture on 
the project. 713-465-4650.

Relocations

18  On Sept. 30, co-owners Nancy 
and Angel Sabino will relocate 
SabinoCompTech to 5805 Highway Blvd.  
from 5423 E. Fift h St., Ste. F. Th e business 
off ers desktop, laptop, tablet, phone 
and general computer repair services, 
including virus and spyware removal, 
data backup and soft ware installation as 
well as data backup monitoring and server 
maintenance for businesses. 281-392-8802. 
www.sabinocomptech.com

19  Off ering tax, business, QuickBooks 
and individual services, St. Jean, Dillon 
& Associates relocated at the end of June 
from 1–10 and Westgreen Blvd. to 468 Park 
Grove Drive. Th e company off ers specifi c 
services in personal fi nancial planning, 
elder care, small business accounting, cash 
fl ow management, litigation support and 
tax preparation. 281-578-2002. 
www.stjeandilloncpa.com

20  Speech language pathologist Kausar 
Zafar relocated Th e Speech Clinic in June 
to 430 Park Grove Drive. Th e clinic off ers 
speech-language pathology services for 
those of all ages with thorough evaluation 
and treatment for conditions and 
disorders, including learning disabilities, 
developmental language delay and fl uency 
disorders like stuttering. 281-579-1515. 
www.thespeechclinic.net

Anniversaries

21  Cherished Baby Boutique is 
celebrating its one-year anniversary in 
September at 20680 Westheimer Parkway, 
Ste. 40. Th e business sells baby, maternity 
and nursing items as well as baby carriers, 
car seat covers, jewelry and nursery decor. 
832-321-3382. 
www.cherishedbabyboutique.com News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Liza Winkler

Manager Alan Simmons (right) oversees Lisle Vio-

lin Shop’s Katy location, which opened in August.

1

Simple Matters at Junk Street Market sells 
antique and vintage furniture.

4

Owner Cynthis Hosseini opened Jel’s Hair Studio 

& Spa July 15 on Fry Road.

11

Katy Contemporary Arts Museum is set to open 
Sept. 8 and will include exhibitions and a gallery.

13
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With multiple pediatric subspecialties on-site, Texas Children’s Hospital West Campus

steers kids to the best care possible in West Houston. From sports medicine to cancer

and hematology to radiology our experts work with each patient and family to provide

top personalized care. Our highly trained pediatric physicians and facilities designed

specifically for children are two reasons why U.S.News & World Report ranked us as the

top pediatric hospital in Texas. For the best specialist care for your child, turn to us.

We’re just down the road.

I-10 and Barker Cypress    |    westcampus.texaschildrens.org

West Campus

©2013 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC257_050713

Turn to us
for specialist care

Follow us
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281-517-8710

support. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. $25. Lucky Gifts Game Room, 805 

S. Mason Road, Ste. 504. 

www.uniqueaccessorydepot.com/friend-raiser-events.html

11 through 14
Tot 2 Tot Sale

The event offers seasonal children’s consignment items 

for sizes newborn through child size 16, as well as toys, 

books, videos, and gear for babies, toddlers and kids. 

Maternity clothes and support items are also for sale, and 

fi ve percent of all profi ts are donated to the Just Run for 

a Just Cause event held through the Kingsland Baptist 

Church to fi ght human traffi cking. Donations of unsold 

items go to Kingsland’s Kids Closet, a foster care and 

adoption resource run by the church for families in Katy. 

The last day for seller registration is Sept. 10 and all items 

must be entered by 9 a.m. Sept. 11. Seller drop-off 1–7 

p.m. (Sept. 11), 11:45 a.m.–3:00 p.m. (Sept. 12), pre-sale 

5–8 p.m. (Sept. 12), sale days 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sept. 13), 

9 a.m.–2 p.m. (Sept. 14). Free. Church of the Holy 

Apostles, 1225 W. Grand Parkway S. 281-795-8417. 

www.tot2tot.net

14 The Real Craft wives of Katy Expo
The event is designed to promote small, at-home 

businesses in the Katy area and features more than 50 local 

vendors. Booths include handmade clothing, jewelry, bags, and 

children’s items. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Firethorne Community 

Clubhouse, 28800 S. Firethorne Road. 

405-821-7145. www.facebook.com/therealcraftwivesofkaty

14 Walk to End Alzheimer’s
The Alzheimer’s Association features a walk for the 

community to raise money for research efforts. The event is 

held annually nationwide in more than 600 communities with 

a goal of having 40,000 participating teams in 2013 to help 

end the disease that is the nation’s sixth-leading cause of 

death. Participants can register online to sign up for a single 

entry or a team. 7:30 a.m. (registration), 8:30 a.m. (walk 

starts). Participants raise donations. LaCenterra at Cinco 

Ranch, 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 713-314-1393. 

walk@alztex.org. act.alz.org‘

21 Imagine Realty International Festival
With all profi ts going to support the Wounded Warrior 

Project, the festival features food, folklore and culture from 

different countries from the Americas, Asia and Mediterranean. 

Games, arts and crafts, live band music, cultural dancers, 

raffl es and a silent auction are offered with a fi reworks show 

at dusk for the grand fi nale. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. Free (veterans), $5 

(children and seniors), $8 (adults), $20 (group of family up to 

four people). Faith West Academy & Community Center, 

2225 Porter Road. www.katyinternationalfestival.com

21 Katy Sip N’ Stroll
The biannual wine, food and beer event features 

more than 20 wine tasting stations, restaurant samplings 

from Villagio Town Center restaurants, specialty brews, 

displays by local vendors and live music. 5–8 p.m. (general 

admission), 4–7 p.m. (V.I.P. admission). $35 (general 

admission), $65 (V.I.P. admission). Villagio Town Center 

in Cinco Ranch, 22764 Westheimer Parkway. 

www.sipandstroll.com

24 through 26
Wikiconference

The annual gathering for the FiveTwo Network coordinates 

between organizations and experts in various ministry fi elds. 

The registration fee includes six main sessions, six WikiTrack 

sessions, a T-shirt, afternoon snacks, BBQ dinner and 

networking with fellow sacramental leaders. 8 a.m.–6 p.m. 

(Sept. 24), 8:30 a.m.–6 p.m. (Sept. 25), 8:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m. 

(Sept. 26). $199. CrossPoint Community Church, 

700 S. Westgreen Blvd. www.wiki52.com

Find more or submit Katy events at 

www.impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 

they must be submitted online by the fi rst Friday of 

the month.

August

23 Back to School Bash
The Little Gym of Katy offers a Back to School Bash 

for children featuring an open gym, snacks and special guests. 

Participants who sign up for a class at The Little Gym get a 

coupon book worth $250. 5:30–7:30 p.m. Free. The Little Gym 

of Katy, 23010 Highland Knolls Drive. 281-347-1400. 

www.tlgkatytx.com

26 Parents’ Night Out
Texas One Athletics hosts a children’s event to allow 

parents a night off on the town. The event features video 

games, batting cages, volleyball, a moon walk and dodge 

ball as well as pizza and drinks. 6–10:30 p.m. $20. Texas One 

Athletics, 1818 First Oaks St. 281-232-5693. 

www.texasonevolleyball.org

31 Katy Shred Day
The community is encouraged to bring boxes or bags 

of outdated paper for shredding. Monetary donations benefi t 

the Impact a Hero program that seeks to aid soldiers wounded 

in combat and their families. 9 a.m.–noon. $5–10 (donation per 

container), $10 (minimum donation). 281-844-6285. 

www.katyshreddays.com

31 Viva Venezuela Fest
The family-oriented event offers live music and bands, 

such as Argenis Carruyo from Venezuela and Proyecto Uno 

from New York, with special guests, including Irene Sans from 

Telemundo and model Luis Calandriello. Noon–9 p.m. Free 

(children under 12 years old), $10 (in advance), $15 (at the 

door). Great Southwest Equestrian Center, 2501 S. Mason 

Road. 832-526-9149. www.vivavenezuelafest.com

September

07 Just Run for a Just Cause
Kingsland Baptist Church hosts a 5K, 10K and one-

mile family walk with proceeds going to fi ght for the rights 

of oppressed individuals in the U.S. and overseas. A training 

session for participants began in July but continues through 

the day of the race. 7:45 a.m. (5K, 10K), 8 a.m. (family walk). 

$35 (5K, 10K), $10 (family walk). Kingsland Baptist Church, 

20555 Kingsland Blvd. 281-492-0785. 

www.kingslandjustice.com

08 Hope 2 Cope
Unique Accessory Depot and the Angels At Hand 

foundation sponsor a “friend-raiser” event to raise money 

for nonprofi t and charitable organizations in the area. The 

foundation advocates for charitable organizations assisting 

families, military veterans and communities with fi nancial 

tax shelters, as well as long-term sponsorship and general 

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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My team of experts in Katy focused only on me and my cancer. They guided me through 
advanced MD Anderson treatment options including surgery, radiation, chemotherapy, 
clinical trials and support services. They customized a plan just for me. Having  
MD Anderson in my community kept me close to my friends and close to home. 
I chose MD Anderson in Katy. Find Your MD Anderson today.

When I had breast cancer, the 
world’s leading care was right here. 

I chose 
MD Anderson

in Katy
- Jeanne Zarazee

FindYourMDAnderson.comAppointments Available 713.745.9940

Bay Area

Katy

Texas Medical Center
Sugar Land

The Woodlands

Facebook.com/MDAndersonKaty
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Eye Site

Optometry doctors Kevin Harrison and John O’Neill have co-owned and practiced at Eye Site since 2002, 
while optometry doctor Abby Henderson just celebrated her one-year anniversary with the business. 

Eye Site offers comprehensive eye exams along 
with glasses and contact lenses for all ages.
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Eye Site 
Optometrists specialize in vision therapy

W ith a combination of high-
tech devices and a passion for 
families in the community, 

the doctors at Eye Site aim to off er a 
quality eye care experience to patients of 
all ages.

Drs. Kevin Harrison and John O’Neill, 
Eye Site co-owners, are also brother-
in-laws with children of their own who 
believe an “all in the family” atmosphere 
is what helps the business thrive.

 “Especially with Katy, you know so 
many people and they bring their friends 
in—so oft entimes, the people that we’ve 
been seeing, we’ve been seeing for years, 
and we’ve watched their kids grow up,” 
O’Neill said. “Th ey are freshmen in high 
school, they come back to us and they’re 
seniors in college, and we’re asking them 
what they’re going to be doing, so it’s 
interesting.”

Founded about 30 years ago, Eye 
Site was run by two doctors in Memo-
rial who retired in 2001. Harrison and 
O’Neill bought the practice at 700 Town 
& Country Blvd. in 2002 and expanded  
into the Katy area three years later. 

“When we started out in Katy, it was 
a really small location,” Harrison said. 
“We kind of started it almost as an 
experiment just to see, and it really took 
off  and got busy.” 

Th e doctors help patients with vision 
concerns, but their expertise does not 
stop there. Th e technology in the Eye 
Site offi  ce has helped Harrison and 
O’Neill discover signs of cancerous 
tumors and conditions such as diabetes 
and glaucoma in patients that may have 
previously gone undetected.

 “By catching [a condition or tumor] 
early, they are able to treat it more suc-
cessfully,” O’Neill said. “It’s not every 
day that happens, but when it happens, 
it’s nice for a patient to be able to garner 
that information from an eye exam. 

Potentially it’s lifesaving if you do fi nd 
something like that.”

Dr. Abby Henderson specializes 
in helping patients through a vision 
therapy program at Eye Site that she 
describes as “physical therapy for the 
eyes.” She said 17 of the 19 markers for 
Attention Defi cit Hyperactive Disorder 
overlap with visual symptoms, so oft en 
there might be an underlying vision 
issue in patients who have a type of 
Attention Defi cit Disorder.

“I think it’s very important that chil-
dren have their eyes examined before 
school starts,” Henderson said. “I know 
that not everybody is starting kinder-
garten this year, but just in general 
if you’ve never had an eye exam, [the 
time] before school starts is a great time 
to check to make sure that your eye 
health is where it should be.”

Although the business specializes 
in eye care, Eye Site has managed to 
sustain a solid presence out in the com-
munity over the years. Eye Site partners 
with VSP, a vision service provider 
company, and Katy ISD to provide free 
eye exams and glasses for students. 
In addition to daily work duties, the 
doctors and employees regularly attend 
student sporting activities and raise 
money for research by participating in 
the Multiple Sclerosis 150 bike ride 
each year.

With an expanding patient base 
attributed to word of mouth in the com-
munity, O’Neil said the business has 
plans to add a new location near Katy in 
the next year or two.

“Th at’s pretty much what our practice 
is built on is repeat patients and people 
coming back because they liked us,” he 
said. “Th at’s really Katy. If you’re not 
taking care of people, you’re not going 
to do well.”

BUSINESS

24217 Kingsland Blvd.

Katy • 281-644-2010

www.eyesitetexas.com

Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–6 p.m., 

Sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m., Sun. closed

Services off ered
• Comprehensive eye care

• Eye exams

• Contact lens fi tting

• Same day glasses exam and fi tting

• Diagnostic testing

• Vision Therapy program

• Treatment for macular degeneration, glau-

coma, fl ashes, fl oaters and dry eye

• Partnership with other local doctors like 

retina specialists for procedures, including 

LASIK and cataract surgery

• Partnership with a Vision Service Provider 

company to provide free eye exams and 

glasses for students through Katy ISD

• Sponsor students during the year

• Community involvement with sporting ac-

tivities, including basketball and cheerlead-

ing and participation in Multiple Sclerosis 

150 bike ride each year

By Liza Winkler

Vision Therapy
• Vision therapy evaluates the entire visual 

system and incorporates testing on focus-

ing, hand-eye coordination, eye muscle 

movement and visual information process-

ing, said Dr. Abby Henderson. “It’s how 

the body uses the eye and interprets the 

information it’s given,” she said. 

• Vision therapy begins with a complete 

eye exam and can be effective at any age, 

Thompson said

• The therapy can help with a variety of 

issues, including headaches, blurry vision 

while reading, motion sickness, car sick-

ness, lazy eye, Attention Defi cit Disorder 

and Attention Defi cit Hyperactive Disorder

• Thompson said sometimes ADD and 

ADHD are misdiagnosed because of an 

underlying eye issue that leads a child to 

be inattentive or disruptive in class

Kingsland Blvd.
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Katy Funeral Home is now open.  

support close to home 
Corner of Grand Pkwy. and Kingsland Blvd. 

(281) 395-7070   |   KatyFH.com

Introducing Katy Funeral Home   

where lives  
are celebrated

Welcome to our beautiful new funeral home in Katy. Our team brings more 

than 50 years of memorial experience to take care of your every need. 

We offer a complete range of services, from traditional funerals to modern 

celebrations. Feel free to stop by anytime; we’re here as dependable 

neighbors when you need us most.
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impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and share the news with your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news 

articles from your community or 

across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-

exclusive community news and 

information.

   Learn about upcoming events 

with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by 

commenting on articles or 

participating in online polls.

experience the esn differenceexperience the esn difference

Located in the Villagio Town Center
22756 Westheimer Pkwy, STE 160
Katy,  TX  77450
281-395-0827
www.ESNHealth.com

• • Personalized AttentionPersonalized Attention
• • Upscale Exercise SuitesUpscale Exercise Suites
• • No WaitingNo Waiting

REGISTRATION IS NOW UNDER WAY

Lone Star College-Cypress Center

Opening Doors Fall 2013

19710 Clay Road 
Katy, TX 77449
LoneStar.edu

832.782.5000

Register Now at LoneStar.edu/Registration

Start here. 
Transfer

anywhere.

Clay Road
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Red Oak Grill

The Red Oak salad ($9.99) is a one of the many healthy options served at Red Oak Grill.
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Red Oak Grill
Owner off ers authentic Mediterranean food

N estled in a shopping center off  
Mason Road, Red Oak Grill has 
been serving homemade Ameri-

can and Mediterranean cuisine to Katy 
residents for eight years. 

Red Oak Grill emphasizes quality 
and healthy food for reasonable prices, 
served in a family-friendly, casual 
atmosphere. Th e restaurant is a fast-
casual type design where customers 
order their food, and it’s delivered to 
their table. 

“Mediterranean food is very healthy,” 
owner Eric Salmon said. “Th e dishes 
are freshly made every day from natural 
ingredients. We have a produce truck 
that delivers fresh produce every 
morning.”

Four employees work mornings before 
Red Oak Grill opens to prepare some of 
the food, including dicing all of the veg-
etables, making the hummus, preparing 
the tabouleh salad and pounding fresh 
Angus beef for hamburgers. 

Th e restaurant is owned by Salmon 
and his family, who immigrated to 

the U.S. decades ago from Bethlehem. 
Salmon was 15 when he moved to the 
United States. 

Red Oak Grill’s menu includes many 
authentic family recipes. 

“It’s a family business,” Salmon said. 
“I use the recipes my mom made when I 
was little.”

Th e casual restaurant, which has 
seven booths and one dozen tables in 
its main room, expanded a year aft er 
opening, adding a second dining room 
area for busy days or a place for private 
parties. In addition, Red Oak Grill has a 
patio for outside dining. 

Th e family expanded Red Oak Grill 
into Sugar Land three years ago and 
opened a third location in Missouri 
City more than a year ago. Salmon’s two 
uncles, aunt and cousins help him run 
the restaurants.

“Business has been booming,” 
Salmon said. “A lot of people from 
around here have an oil background 
and have been to the Middle East, so 
they know these foods.”

DINING

2004 S. Mason Road

Katy • 281-392-2612

www.redoak-grill.com

Hours: Mon.–Wed. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., 

Thu.–Sun. 7 a.m.–9 p.m.

Owner Eric Salmon, center, opened Red Oak Grill 
eight years ago. 

Red Oak Grill’s menu includes many family recipes. 

Chicken Shawerma plate is a customer favorite.

Red Oak Grill also has locations in Sugar Land 
and Missouri City. 

By Tamra Santana

  
www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.91 out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce
Ranked #8 of agents company wide

One on One relationships; No being passed around a “team”

Buy & Sell Programs along with Client Referral Incentives

Jamie McMartin,Jamie McMartin, CNASCNAS

Customer comments
“The food is good. It’s close and convenient 

and it’s healthy.” –Lewie Lagas

 “I think it’s the best Mediterranean food in 

Katy. And the service is really good. It’s a 

family-friendly restaurant with good prices.” 

–Troy Lynn

“I come here frequently. I enjoy the fresh 

salads. The vegetables are fresh, and the 

service is very nice.” –Melinda Moore

“It’s casual, comfortable and the food is 

very good.” –Linda McCann

Weekly specials
Tuesday
Beef or chicken kabob with two sides. $8.99

Wednesday
Grilled catfi sh or grilled shrimp platter with 

rice and mixed vegetables. $11.99

Fish, shrimp or crab cake wrap. $7.99

Thursday
$10 bottle of wine with the purchase of an 

entree.

• Stuffed grape leaves: dolmas fi lled with 

tomatoes, parsley and rice. $3.49

• Gyro: roasted beef and lamb slices with 

lettuce, grilled tomatoes, grilled onions and 

creamy tzatziki sauce. $6.99

• Kofta Kabob pita wrap: grilled ground 

beef with tomatoes, pickles and garlic 

sauce. $7.49

Customer favorites
• Red Oak salad: grape tomatoes, cucum-

bers, black olives, avocado, cheese, bacon, 

chicken and croutons. $9.99

• Chicken Shawerma plate: roasted chicken 

slices served with creamy garlic sauce, 

tabouleh and hummus. $11.99

• Catfi sh fi llets: served with Texas toast and 

your choice of two sides. $11.99

Highland Knolls Dr.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.
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W hen Katy resident Dray Hole-
man lost his eyesight because 
of cataracts in 2009 and soon 

aft er his job, he decided to focus his time 
and energy on his love for music. 

Holeman began giving music lessons, 
and through his new career he met chil-
dren who wanted to learn but could not 
aff ord the lessons. 

Because he believes everyone should 
have the opportunity to play and learn 
music, Dray said he and his wife, Mary, 
started nonprofi t Katy Rocks Inc. to 
bring music and instruments to those 
who cannot aff ord it.

“Th ere’s a lot of people who want 
to learn music, but just don’t have the 
money,” Mary Coovert Holeman said. 
“Music builds their self-confi dence—
their self-esteem. It’s an outlet for them. 
It gives them something to focus on.”

Each week, Dray teaches two-hour 
camps at four area organizations for low-
income and at-risk school-age children. 
Th e classes are broken up in four equal 
parts—teaching basic guitar, piano, 
drums and songwriting. 

Music gives the children an outlet to 

express themselves, Mary said.
“We tell the children, ‘Express your-

selves in words the world can hear—put 
it in a verse or a chorus and let the world 
hear what you are going through,’” 
she said.

Dray teaches the camps at the Salva-
tion Army, Boys and Girls Club of Hous-
ton Aldine Westfi eld location, the Krause 
Center for at-risk youth, Pro-Vision LLC 
for underserved and at-risk youth and 
the Covenant House Houston helping 
homeless teens ages 18 to 21.

Dray said he has seen music change 
his students.

“Th ey don’t fi ght; they stay out of 
trouble,” he said. “It doesn’t happen 
overnight, but it does seem to always 
happen. One of my students had wanted 
to take his own life. Now he decided he 
would rather sing and play the piano. 
Everybody has some kind of talent that 
makes them worthwhile. I try to fi nd any 
kid who wants to learn music, and I help 
them the best I can.”

Dray also teaches private lessons to 
about two dozen students. Some of 
those students play on stage at various 

Katy Rocks Inc.
Group provides music lessons for less fortunate

NONPROFIT

Katy Rocks Inc.

Morton Ranch Rd.
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Guston Hall Ln.

22514 Guston Hall Lane

Katy • 832-768-0508

www.katyrocks.org

Jonah Miles, an aspiring 13-year-old singer/songwriter from Kingwood, Texas, performs with Katy Rocks. 
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By Tamra Santana

community events and ribbon cuttings 
through Katy Rocks, giving them a 
chance to perform and gain exposure.

“Th e events give them an opportunity 
to go out and perform,” Mary said. “All 
they want to do is play and be heard. 
Th is gives them a chance to meet people 
and grow their fan base.”

Katy Rocks accepts instrument dona-
tions, and Dray refurbishes them and 
gives them to students or organizations. 

“If something is broken, I can usually 
fi x it and fi nd someone who really wants 
to play and can’t aff ord it,” he said. “I give 
it to them, and I teach them to play it.”
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HCC and UT Tyler to Produce Engineers in West Houston

The University of Texas at Tyler will open the Houston Engineering Center in partnership with 

Houston Community College. Starting fall 2013, the center will be located at HCC’s Alief 

Campus, 2811 Hayes Road. UT Tyler will begin offering Mechanical and Electrical Engineering 

Bachelor Degrees and plans to develop a Civil Engineering program in the future.  

Visit hccs.edu/engineering or email futureengineers@hccs.edu

University of Houston System and HCC Unite to Enhance Educational Services to Katy Area

The University of Houston System (UHS) and Houston Community College Northwest 

(HCC) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to expand higher education 

opportunities in the Katy/West Houston area. Through a partnership that includes using 

existing facilities at UHS at Cinco Ranch and HCC-Katy, the MOU will result in an increase of 

academic programs offered by UHS and HCC-Northwest in West Houston. 

HCC Keeps West Houston Working With Four-Year Degree Pathways for Students

hccs.edu 
713.718.5700
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1648 South Mason Road • Katy 77450 
281.395.4595

Mon.-Sat.: 10 a.m.-6p.m. • Sun: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

FREE
Barrel Clasp or 

Bangle Bracelet with purchase 
of $100

September 19th–22nd
(Limit one per customer while supplies last )

Mark Roberts 
Fairies

Department 56 
Halloween Villages

Our vibrant community is 
fundamentally committed 
to maintaining small 
class sizes, and 
the dedicated faculty 
provides comprehensive 
tutoring opportunities and 
the individualized 
attention each 
student needs to 
succeed. 

Our graduates attend top-
tier colleges nationwide 
- including Stanford, 
the University of 
Texas, Texas 
A&M, Rice,  and 
Notre Dame - with 
a 100% acceptance 
rate and an average 
of $40,000 in 
scholarships.

Pope John XXIII 
High School
1800 W Grand Parkway
Katy, Texas 77449
(281) 693-1000
www.pj23.org
admissions@pj23.org

Wear The Red, Walk The 
Walk, Make A Difference

We educate the whole 
student: mind, body, 
spirit, and imagination. 
Our fine arts 
groups are recognized 
statewide. We have 4A 
championship 
athletics programs. 
Campus ministry has been 
nationally recognized for 
excellence in Catholic 
identity.

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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www.pleasanthillwinery.com
Features: free membership for 
the wine club includes free regular 
tasting of four wines for a member 
and guest
Wines: Blanc Du Bois, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Collina Blanca, Collina 
Rossa, Sweet Collina Rossa, Rose, 
2010 Sangiovese, 2010 Fume Blanc, 
2011 Sauvignon Blanc, 
Portejas Blanco, Rosso Forte, 
Tawny Rosso Forte
Tastings: Sat. 11:30 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 1:30 p.m., 2:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 
4:30 p.m.; Sun. 12:30 p.m., 1:30 p.m., 
2:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 

Windy Winery 
4232 Clover Road
Brenham • 979-836-3252
www.windywinery.com
Wines: Blanc Du Bois, Le Noir, 
Champanel, Brazos Red, Independent 
Red, Yellow Rose, Desert Rose, Tejas 
Port, Shiraz, Red Sunset, Texan
Tastings: Wed., Thu. and Fri. noon–5 
p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 
noon–5 p.m.

Braman Winery
3333 FM 359
Richmond • 281-762-1375
www.bramanbrands.com
Wines: Fringe Benefi ts Sweet White, 
Aldonza Albo, Sparkles Flamingo, 
Braman Pinot Grigio
Tastings: Tue.–Thu. 2–9 p.m., 
Fri. and Sat. noon–midnight, 
Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Bernhardt Winery 
9043 County Road 204
Plantersville • 936-894-9829
www.bernhardtwinery.com
Wines: Estate Blanc Du Bois, Pinot 
Grigio, Pinnelli, Schrock, Chardonnay, 
Aggie Blush, Merlot, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Valentine, Crimson, Port 
Reserve, Vin du Soleil 
Tastings: Regular tastings are 
conducted Tue.–Fri. noon–5 p.m., 
Sat. noon–6 p.m., Sun. 1–5 p.m. 
and also by appointment. $6 (regular 
tasting)

Messina Hof 
Winery and Resort
4545 Old Reliance Road
Bryan • 979-778-9463
www.messinahof.com
Wines: Paulo Bordeaux Blend, Paulo 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Paulo Merlot, 

Water 2 Wine 
3331 Westpark Drive
Houston • 713-662-9463
www.water2wine.us/houston
Features: Customers can create their 
own wine as well as custom labels 
for special gifts. The facility is also 
available to rent for private parties. 
Tastings: The winery has more than 
100 wines from 13 countries to taste.

Circle S. Vineyards 
9920 Hwy. 90 A, Ste. B-268
Sugar Land • 281-265-9463
www.circlesvineyards.com
Wines: Vintner’s Signature Blends: 
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Ilbello and Magia de Amore, 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Montepulciano, 
Sangiovese, Zinfandel, Merlot, Pinot 
Noir, Barbera, Syrah, Chardonnay, 
Sugar Land Sweet 
Tastings: Tue.–Thu. 1–7:30 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m., Sun. 
12–5 p.m., $6 (regular tasting)

La Fuente Winery 
10606 Hempstead Hwy., Ste. 118
Houston • 713-269-4489
www.lafuentewinery.com
Wines: Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, 
Merlot, New Generation Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Carmenere, 
The Lost Grape
Tastings: Sat. 2–6 p.m., special 
tastings by appointment

Pleasant Hill Winery 
1441 Salem Road
Brenham • 979-830-8463

Compiled by 

Connor Hyde, Marie Leonard, George Mattingly, Carrie Taylor

Beer

Although there are no wineries in the Katy area, several are located in Houston 
or within an hour’s drive. This list is not a comprehensive list of businesses. 

Seasonal: Weekend Pale Ale 
Warrior, Barn Saison Burner, Love 
Street Summer Seasonal and 
Karbachtoberfest
Limited Release: Hellfi ghter Imperial 
Porte, Pontifi cator, Krunkin’ Pumpkin 
and Yule Shoot Your Eye Out
Series: Bodacious, Fra-Gee-Lay and 
Bourbon Barrel Aged Hellfi ghter 
Tours: Mon. and Fri. 5–7 p.m., 
Sat. noon–3 p.m.

Buffalo Bayou 
Brewing Company 
5301 Nolda St.
Houston • 713-750-9795
www.buffbrew.com 
Beers: Gingerbread Stout, 1912, 
Smoke on the Bayou and More 
Cowbell
Series: Heritage and Secessionist 
Tours: Sat. Noon–3 p.m.

Fort Bend Brewing Co.
13370 S. Gessner Road
Missouri City • 281-769-8618
www.fortbendbrewing.com
Beers: Texas Backyard Blonde Ale, 
Texas Lightning IPA, Texas Thunder 
Stout and Texas Farmhouse Ale
Tours: 1–3 p.m. second and fourth 
Saturday of each month. Tickets are 
$5 cash at the door, $7.50 pre-sale

The Lone Pint Brewery
507 Commerce St.
Magnolia • 281-731-5466
www.lonepint.com
Beers: 667 Neighbor of the Beast, 
Yellow Rose, Gentleman’s Relish, The 
Jabberwocky, Tornado Shark and 
Lily and Seamus
Tours: Temporarily on hold

Southern Star 
Brewing Company
1207 N. FM 3083 E. 
Conroe • 936-441-2739 
www.southernstarbrewing.com 
Beers: Bombshell Blonde Ale, Buried 
Hatchet Stout and Pine Belt Pale Ale
Seasonal: Pro-Am 2012 Double IPA, 
Walloon, LeMort Vivant, Old Potentate 
and Red Cockaded Ale 
Special Brews: Rauchbier 
Tours: Sat. 1–3 p.m., free

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com

Saint Arnold 
Brewing Company 
2000 Lyons Ave.
Houston • 713-686-9494 
www.saintarnold.com 
Beers: Saint Arnold Amber Ale, Saint 
Arnold Weedwacker, Saint Arnold 
Elissa IPA, Saint Arnold Endeavor, 
Saint Arnold Root Beer, Santo, 
Saint Arnold Fancy Lawnmower 
and Saint Arnold Brown Ale 
Seasonal: Saint Arnold Summer 
Pilsner, Saint Arnold Christmas Ale, 
Saint Arnold Pumpkinator, Saint Arnold 
Spring Bock, Saint Arnold Oktoberfest 
and Saint Arnold Winter Stout
Special Brews: Saint Arnold Divine 
Reserve, Saint Arnold Icon Series, 
Saint Arnold Bishop’s Barrel and Saint 
Arnold Homefront IPA 
Tours: $8 per person Mon.–Thu. 
3 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

No Label 
Brewing Company 
5351 First St., Ste. A
Katy • 281-693-7545
www.nolabelbrew.com 
Beers: 1st Street Ale, El Hefe Weizen, 
Pale Horse Ale and Ridgeback Ale
Seasonal: Don Jalapeno Ale, Black 
Wit-O Ale, Elda M. Milk Stout and 
Mint IPA
Tours: Sat. noon–3 p.m. 

Karbach 
Brewing Company 
2032 Karbach St.
Houston • 713-680-2739
www.karbachbrewing.com 
Beers: Hopadillo IPA, Sympathy for 
the Lager, Weisse Versa Wheat, Rodeo 
Clown Double IPA, Roshambo Belgian 
IPA and El Hopadillo Negro Black IPA

Private Reserve Chardonnay, Pinot 
Grigio, Cabernet Franc
Tastings: Retail tasting room hours 
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m., Sun. 
11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Tour hours: Mon.–Fri. 1 p.m., 2:30 
p.m., 5:30 p.m.; Sat. 11 a.m., 12:30 
p.m., 2:30 p.m., 
4 p.m., 5:30 p.m.; Sun. 12:30 p.m., 
2:30 p.m., 4 p.m. $10 (regular public 
tour and tastings)

SaturdaySaturday
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* To qualify for the tote bag, a new Wells Fargo consumer checking customer must open and fund a new eligible Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account with a $50 minimum opening deposit. 
All consumer Wells Fargo Checking Packages® are eligible for the tote bag. See banker for checking package details. Checking package checking account must be funded at account opening. Offer valid 
August 1-31, 2013, only or while supplies last. Offer only available at participating Wells Fargo banking locations in Texas and New Mexico. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Wells Fargo 
team members are not eligible. Limit one tote bag per customer. Customer will receive the tote bag (contents pictured are not included) at the time of opening and funding the new Wells Fargo Checking 
Package checking account. 

** For more information, please see the applicable Account Agreement for liability on unauthorized transactions and instructions for reporting unauthorized 
use and other limitations.
Printed materials expire on August 31, 2013.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

At Wells Fargo, our checking packages are designed to simplify your everyday finances so enjoying life is in the bag. Open a new Wells Fargo 
Checking Package® and receive an oversized tote bag to use for whatever you need—grocery trips, a mobile office, or outings with the kids.* 
It’s versatile enough to come in handy for just about anything.
With a Wells Fargo Checking Package, you can get what you need to help you manage your money.
 Convenient access to your accounts online, through mobile, or text banking or at more than 12,000 ATMs coast to coast
 More security with Zero Liability Protection on promptly reported unauthorized transactions with your Wells Fargo Debit or Credit Card**

Plus, with more than 160 years of experience, we’re focused on providing personalized options to help you achieve your financial goals.

Together, we can find the Wells Fargo Checking Package that best fits your needs, so talk with us today. 

A bank to help meet your financial needs and a bag to keep everything else

F or Donna Jones, her family’s legacy 
is hard to miss. A fourth genera-
tion Franz, Donna and her hus-

band Larry live on the family’s original 
homestead on Franz Road. Th e house was 
built in the ’20s aft er the original home 
was destroyed in a fi re.

“Back in the day all the Franz’ lived out 
here, and then they just put the signs up,” 
Larry said. “It’s the same with Fry and 
Morton roads—they are all named aft er 
families who populated the land.”

David Peter Franz, Donna’s great 
grandfather, was the family’s patriarch 
who immigrated to the U.S. from Prussia. 
Abroad, he was described as a successful 
businessman and worked in trades such 
as carpentry, jewelry making and operat-
ing a general store. 

In 1879 David Peter and his wife 
Margareta Dueck along with their three 
daughters traveled to Nebraska, where 
Margareta’s relatives lived. David Peter 
operated a large farm for 14 years, and the 
couple had four more children. Th e family 
decided to move to Colorado in search 

C. D. Franz astride one of his horses in front of a barn on the original Franz homestead in the early 1900s. 
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of less expensive land, and aft er suff er-
ing droughts and hailstorms, David Peter 
moved his family to Texas.

He purchased land west of Houston—
about 160 acres where the Jones’ live 
today—in 1896 and started farming. Aft er 
storms and a hurricane destroyed both his 
crops and his desire to farm, he founded a 
jewelry store in Downtown Katy.

Aft er a fi re destroyed the Franz home in 
the early 1900s, the only possession that 
was saved was a rocking chair with a pile 
of laundary resting on it, which Donna 
still has to this day.

David Peter’s children—including C.D. 
Franz and his twin brother Peter Dick—
kept the farm alive, and it saw activity 
ranging from milk barns, peanut farming 
and rice farming in the ’60s. Now, Donna 
and Larry maintain hay barrels on their 
more than 20 acres. 

As a child, Donna said she remembers 
riding her bike around town and spend-
ing time with another prominent Katy 
family, the Frys. C.D. Franz, Donna’s 
grandfather, was married to Carrie 

Fry-Franz.
“Everyone out here was related to you 

in some way,” she said. “I remember rid-
ing bikes around here when Franz was 
just a dirt road.”

Aside from their namesake forever 
printed on a street sign, Katy ISD dedi-
cated Franz Elementary in honor of the 
family in 2004.

About 60 to 80 acres of the family 
land remain, Donna said. Although she 
has been approached multiple times by 
prospects seeking to purchase the Franz’ 
land, she has refused to sell for the sake 

of preserving her family’s heritage. Many 
members of the Franz family still live 
in the area and have been reuiniting for 
annual family reunions for the past 25 
years. Donna said she still remembers the 
family gatherings that took place on her 
property many years ago.

“My grandfather was quite the story 
teller, and it was always fun when he got 
together with his brothers,” Donna said. 
“I can remember the family gatherings 
where we’d sit around and listen to the 
old men tell stories. We always had a very 
close relationship.”

Franz Family
Original homestead survives fi ve generations

By Carrie Taylor

HISTORY       KATY
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99 GRAND PARKWAY Segments E, F1

Photos by Shawn Epps
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Exit/Entrance Ramp 
Toll Plaza

Toll Price
* Rates as of 2013 and are 
  subject to change

Mainlane Toll Plaza

Katy ISD / Cy-Fair ISD Border

MORTON RD.

MORTON RD.

CLAY R
D.

CLAY R
D.

$1.80

Grand Parkway
Continued from | 1

need to be.”
In the northwest quadrant of the district 

near Segment E, McElwain said the dis-
trict already has a site for future elemen-
tary, intermediate and high schools, and 
as development continues to materialize 
in the northeast sector will look to add 
another site for a high school.

“I think you are going to see something 
similar to Beltway 8,” Hord said. “With 

Segment E off ering access from Hwy. 290, 
I believe more people will take that route 
than people originally thought because of 
the Hwy. 290 construction...[and it will] 
spur commercial growth.”

Segment E details
Segment E will feature two main-lane 

toll plazas and multiple tolled on and off  
ramps, with an average toll price of $1.40 
on main lanes and a variable rate from 
35 cents to 71 cents on ramps, TxDOT 
spokeswoman Raquelle Lewis said. Th ose 

prices also apply to Segments F1 and F2. 
Drivers on the Grand Parkway will pass 
through main lane toll plazas every four to 
seven miles. Th e currently established rates 
will go into eff ect in October 2013. Toll 
rates are subject to change and will be re-
evaluated every October.

Segments E, F1, F2 and G of the Grand 
Parkway will not have parallel feeder 
roads, which places more importance on 
the location of exits. On Segment E, there 
will be 10 intersections along the toll road 
from which drivers can exit and enter the 

Segment E of the Grand Parkway, which will stem 
from 1-10 to Hwy. 290, will be accessible to drivers 
in December. A ground breaking was held for 
segments F1, F2 and G on July 23.  Work will be 
completed on all three segments simultaneously 
until they open in December 2015. Segments F1, F2 
and G span from northwest Harris County to south 
Montgomery County and will increase mobility 
options for residents.
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E, F1, F2 and G
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N/A 2019 2019 1994 2013 2015 2015 2015 2019 2019 2008

6.5 28.2 26.9 18.2 15.2 11.9 12.1 13.6 22.5 14.8 14.5

Construction Start

Open to Traffi c

Number of Miles

B C D E F1 F2 G H I1 I2

$0.41

$0.40

$0.85

$1.64

H
A

R
D

Y
 T

O
L

L
 R

D
.

NEW R
ILEY FUZZELL R

D.

H
IL

D
E

R
B

R
A

N
D

T
 R

D
.

R
A

Y
F

O
R

D
 R

D
.

B
IM

H
A

M
 W

O
O

D
S

 D
R

.

T
O

W
S

E
N

 B
LV

D
.

F
M

 1
3

1
4

V
A

L
L

E
Y

 R
A

N
C

H
 

T
H

O
R

O
U

G
H

F
A

R
E

45

$0.41

$0.94

$0.94

59

Source: Texas Department of Transportation and the Grand Parkway Association

Segment  E

$325 Million $1.04 Billion

Segment  F2Segment  F1 Segment G

15.2 Miles 11.9 Miles 12.1 Miles 13.6 Miles

G

F2

E

F1

H

I1

I2

A

B
C

D

290

59
146

90

59

8

288

249

610

45

10

45

10

MAINLANE TOLL PLAZA
BETWEEN CLAY RD. 

AND FM 529

290

FM 529FM 529

freeway, aside from I-10 and Hwy. 290. 
Franz, Morton, Clay and FM 529 are the 
only existing roadways that will connect 
with Segment E.

TxDOT is also building four additional 
intersections for access into the master-
planned community of Bridgeland in 
exchange for the 160 acres of right of way 
the master-planned community gave away, 
said Peter Houghton, vice president of 
master-planned communities for Howard 
Hughes Corporation, Bridgeland’s owner.

“We do plan to have immediate access 

from Bridgeland the day [Segment E] 
opens,” he said. “It will most likely be from 
the Bridgeland Creek Parkway intersec-
tion, which will be serviced temporarily by 
House Hahl Road.”

Aft er a year or two, Bridgeland will add 
onto another road—either Bridgeland 
Creek Parkway or North Bridgeland Lake 
Parkway—to intersect with the Grand 
Parkway.

Segments F1 and F2
Th e northern segments are being 

completed along with Segment G, which 
runs from I-45 to Hwy. 59 north. Con-
struction is scheduled to be complete on 
all three segments by December 2015. 

“Someday, people will look at the Grand 
Parkway as one of the greatest examples 
of public policy anywhere,” said Harris 
County Judge Ed Emmett, who played a 
crucial role in the early development of 
the highway as the state legislator who 
initially sponsored its creation. “Th is is a 
world-class project.”

Construction of the three segments was 

awarded to Zachry-Odebrecht Builders 
and is expected to create more than 1,200 
jobs. Th e total cost for the portion of the 
road from Hwy. 290 to Hwy. 59 is esti-
mated at $1.1 billion.

“[Th e Grand Parkway] will open up 
an entire region of northwest Houston,” 
Hord said.

Additional reporting by Shawn Arrajj

Will you use the Grand Parkway once it is completed?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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certain side development,” 
Hughes said. “Any future devel-
opments 800 acres or above will 
look like this —it’ll be catered 
to this [Planned Development 
District].”

Hughes said the city will likely 
have a fi nal meeting with Rise 
Development in late August. 
If the meeting is successful, 
he said the Planning and Zon-
ing Committee could vote to 
approve the new development 
standards at its Aug. 27 meeting, 
and city council members could 
vote for fi nal approval as early 
as the fi rst or second Monday in 
September. 

Hughes said he and other 
offi  cials will meet with Hous-
ton Mayor Annise Parker in the 
next few months to negotiate the 
release of land from the Houston 
ETJ into Katy city limits. 

Steve Robinson of Allen 
Boone Humphries Robinson 
attorneys, who has handled 
every ETJ annexation between 
Houston and Katy for 15 years, 
said Houston’s inability to pro-
vide necessary services—such 
as law enforcement to the area 
because of the distance from 

their facilities—gives Katy an 
edge in the negotiations.

“Also, [Houston] doesn’t want 
to bring a piece of property into 
the city that invites a lawsuit if 
there is a landowner that did not 
want them to release the prop-
erty,” he said.

Katy would then be respon-
sible for providing water and 
sewer services as well as law 
enforcement and would have a 
hand in dictating what is devel-
oped on its west side.

“Houston could build facto-
ries unless we get that to build 
houses there,” Councilman Larry 
Gore said. “To me, getting this 
ETJ is important and it allows us 
to expand further if we should 
want to.”

Cane Island would set the 
stage for future development 
in Katy, but Hughes said he 
is also determined to main-
tain the small-town feel in 
Downtown Katy.

“One thing I want people to 
understand is the city of Katy is 
open for business,” Hughes said. 
“We are open to this new devel-
opment, and we want it here. It’s 
going to do nothing but help us 
in bringing sales tax revenue, 
which will help keep our prop-
erty taxes low.”

Cane Island
Continued from | 1

Inside Cane Island
Naef said Cane Island would 

be created in a way that would 
honor local history and Katy’s 
heritage. 

Th e community would be 
developed in stages, starting 
with an elaborate, one-mile 
entry area lined with thousands 
of trees where residents would 
drive under a “living wall,” a 
decorative arch covered in plants 
and fl owers, Naef said. Th e fi rst 
phase would also include about 
350 homes and a recreation cen-
ter made up of several buildings. 

Although specifi c home build-
ers would not be determined 
until the project is approved, 
homes will likely begin in the 
upper $200,000s and reach into 
the upper $800,000s. Lot sizes 
would range from 50 to 80 feet.

“Most communities have rec-
reation centers, but what’s not 
typically done, and what we 
will commit to, is to build the 
recreation center on day one,” 
Naef said. “So as soon as the 
model homes are up, this will be 
open too.” 

Additional reporting by Liza Winkler

Cane 
Island
MASTER PLANNED

Lakes of Katy
Subdivision

COMMUNITY

Pine Lakes
Subdivision

Fawnlake
Subdivision

Falls at
Green Meadows

Morton Rd.

Franz Rd.

Map not to scaleSource: Rise Development

1st 
master planned

community
in City of Katy

1,000
acres of proposed 

residential 
development

The proposed 
development would 
include hundreds of 

homes, multiple parks 
and space for a Katy 

ISD elementary school. 
The community gets its 
name from the area’s 

historic moniker. In the 
mid-1800s, Katy was 
known as Cane Island, 
named for a creek that 
still runs through the 

area. Rise Development 
plans to celebrate this 
heritage throughout 
the community by 
including historical 

features refl ecting the 
area’s ranching roots.
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Learn more at beazer.com/promo  
or call 281-616-5798.

*Based on NAHB Research Center, Beazer Homes eSMART Energy Analysis (October 2009), using building assumptions 
established through the DOE Building America program. Performance comparison and energy cost savings based on whole 
house use estimates generated by proprietary computer software modeling, underlying building assumptions, and 2007 average 
energy prices and reflect estimated savings in heating and cooling energy, lighting and dishwasher. Actual savings may vary 

and may depend in part on occupant behavior, timing and/or fluctuating costs of energy usage, and actual climate zone conditions. Additional
information available at beazer.com. Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. Not available with any other offer. 
Additional restrictions may apply. See New Home Counselor for complete details. © 2013 Beazer Homes. 5/13 109026

SHOW ME THE BUNNY!
Stop by any of our energy effi cient model homes 
today to learn why this chocolate bunny will save 
you money––in utility costs, that is!
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Mention this ad when
registering at the Homefinder Lodge 

and receive a $25 Gas Card!***
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As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. *Based on the number of new home sales in 
2nd quarter 2013, Metrostudy. **Based on 2012 new home sales, RCLCO.***Gas card limited to one per 
registration. Realtors Welcome. Offer expires October 31, 2013. 9/13 - 13180

Ranked 6th in Houston* and 
among the nation’s 20 top selling
master-planned communities**

Moving to

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      

CELLULAR:  832-865-6065

EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  

WEB: www.cntmtg.com

TX Broker License #75191
Tami LaCoe Channel

President
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Expires 9-30-13

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

SKIP 2 MONTHS OF 
PAYMENTS, ASK US HOW!!
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Featured Neighborhood
Cross Creek Ranch, 77441

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of Builders: 8

Square footage: 2,000–5,200

Home values: $205,000–$896,000

HOA dues (estimated): $1,050–$1,750

Amenities: Vast green belts, lakes, hike and bike trails, 
parks and open spaces, fun and fi tness facilities, pool

Nearby attractions: LaCenterra, Katy Mills Mall, YMCA

Property taxes:
City of Fulshear 0.203656
Fort Bend County Drainage 0.019000
Fort Bend County ESD #4 0.081030
Fort Bend County General Fund 0.480760
Fort Bend County MUD 142 1.270000
Katy ISD* 1.526600

Total (per $100 value) 3.594326
*Some homes fall in the Lamar Consolidated Independent 
School District—their tax rate is                   1.390050

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

S. Fry Rd.

1463

359
359 4 Bed / 2 Bath 2,779 sq. ft $259,500

Broker: Coldwell Banker United (281) 579-2300

6315 Teal Mist Ln

5 Bed / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,290 sq. ft.  $509,000
Broker: RE/MAX Cinco Ranch (281) 579-7900

28315 Spring Hill Creek Ln

4 Bed / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 4,121 sq. ft  $449,000
Broker: Better Homes and Gardens (281) 646-1136

5718 Stern Springs Ln

4 Bed / 3 Full, 1 Half Bath 5,143 sq. ft.  $650,000
Broker: RE/MAX Westside  (281) 925-3000

27502 Pepper Trail Ct
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On the market  (August 1, 2013) Monthly home sales
Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 107 19 19 1 –– 44 36 77 13

$150,000–$199,999 –– 87 32 25 19 –– 59 22 46 39

$200,000–$299,999 2 9 36 17 90 9 39 32 83 46

$300,000–$399,999 4 –– 15 5 122 21 –– 36 46 46

$400,000–$499,999 1 –– 11 7 76 23 –– 32 60 64

$500,000–$599,999 1 –– 6 4 58 53 –– 38 123 75

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– 5 3 42 9 –– 35 35 78

$800,000–$999,999 2 –– 3 1 10 48 –– 124 123 87

$1 million + 1 –– 2 –– 7 515 –– 25 –– 86

Homes on the market (As of August 1, 2013)

Annual home sales (June 30, 2012–July 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 69

No. of homes under contract 49

Average days on the market 68

No. of homes sold 326

Square footage (low/high) 2,059 / 5,143

Selling price (low/high) $205,000 / $896,000

Market Data

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

July 2012 25 110 142 37 264 $336,217 $106,886 $250,700 $205,942 $293,841

July 2013 16 151 130 39 273 $561,375 $128,079 $284,015 $165,893 $319,714

June 2013 17 157 115 57 261 $597,373 $120,331 $278,137 $194,507 $320,150

May 2013 20 131 116 36 320 $474,287 $119,169 $284,595 $181,127 $394,917

April 2013 18 101 100 31 253 $397,258 $118,670 $241,082 $208,165 $323,910

March 2013 8 127 88 31 224 $314,781 $118,838 $288,821 $180,664 $303,505

February 2013 10 115 80 26 142 $422,900 $115,585 $205,371 $150,122 $277,264

January 2013 9 99 59 22 107 $349,652 $113,316 $196,202 $143,924 $282,403

December 2012 8 109 73 29 168 $319,875 $112,442 $205,574 $147,478 $289,019

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy




