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Houston Executive Airport expands

Area growth demands more health care 

Hospital plans for 
$85 million expansion

By Carrie Thornton

Memorial Hermann Katy 
Hospital plans to break ground 
on a $70 million six-story patient 
tower early next year, and a 
$15 million 100,000-square-foot 
professional building sometime 
this summer. 

Th e patient tower is under 
design and is set to open in 
January 2016, said CEO Scott 
Barbe, and the exterior of the 
professional building should 
be completed by the end of 
the year for physicians to  begin
leasing.

“We look at a lot of things 
[before expanding],” Barbe said. 
“Population growth is a big fac-
tor. Anytime you have the type 
of growth we have seen [in the 
area], it is a good prediction for 
the future. It gives us confi dence 
to make that kind of invest-
ment.”

Christa Clift on, a member of 
the Katy Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s Healthy Lifestyles com-
mittee, said the expansion will 
aid Katy’s growing population by 
reducing the need for residents 

to drive into Houston’s medical 
center for many procedures.

“Katy is growing by leaps and 
bounds,” she said. “Memorial 
Hermann Katy is being proac-
tive, and it shows their commit-
ment to Katy and to patient care. 
Th e new patient tower will allow 
them to serve an even larger 
population. Th e professional 
building will provide beautiful 
offi  ces to their physicians while 
putting them in close proximity 
to their patients admitted to the 
hospital.”

Th e expansion is a bold move 
for the hospital as other health-
care entities appear in a stand 
still as they are unsure of the full 
impact of the Aff ordable Care 
Act, said Lance LaCour, presi-
dent of the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council

“It is a phenomenal project for 
the Katy area,” he said. “Memo-
rial Hermann has been in the 
area a long time, and this project 
is a great investment.”

Project details
Depending on how many 

By Christine Hall

As west Houston and the Katy area con-
tinue to grow, the Houston Executive Air-
port is moving forward with a few develop-
ments of its own. 

Improvement projects underway include 
construction of the world’s largest fi xed-
based operator arrival canopy and a 
22,500-square-foot terminal, set for use by 
May. A FBO provides services for aircraft  
owners, such as aircraft  fueling, ground 
handling operations, rental and crew cars, 
crew lounge, and catering services.

Airport Executive Director Andy Perry 
said he expects both projects, which cost 
about $5 million, will contribute to Hous-
ton’s economy and will provide alternatives 
for increased air traffi  c at area airports.

“West Houston is growing, and the oil 
and gas economy has defi nitely taken off ,” 
he said. “Building the new FBO terminal 
arrival canopy will help us grow and meet 
the demands of higher-end business.”

About the airport
Houston Executive Airport sits on 1,980 

acres at 1900 Cardiff  Road, north of I-10, in 
Brookshire. Th e 32,800-square-foot canopy 
is part of the construction of the Henriksen 

square feet each physician 
desires, Barbe said, the profes-
sional building could house as 
many as 60 to 65 offi  ces.

Th e patient tower will increase 
bed count from 142 to 200 and 
double the number of operat-
ing rooms, as well as expand 
the emergency center. Barbe 
said the hospital is in most need 
of the surgical space as well as 
labor and delivery rooms.

“On certain days, we get pretty 
congested in terms of the oper-
ating schedule,” he said. “We 
get all [the surgeries] done, but 

the additional rooms will defi -
nitely help.”

Th e patient tower also allows 
for three additional stories to 
be added when necessary. Both 
additions will be built on the 
hospital’s existing 66-acre cam-
pus at 23900 I-10.

Th e hospital has plans to 
expand some of its outpatient 
services in the professional 
building, Barbe said, specifi cally 
sports medicine and rehabilita-
tion and its imaging center, the 
latter of which currently needs 

See Hospital | 17

See Airport | 18

IMPACTNEWS.COM

Stay local. Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s 
hyperlocal news and deals are now 

available in a mobile-friendly format.
A fi xed-based operator is a commercial business af-
fi liated with an airport to provide aircraft services.
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Home tours available every weekend in May!

Guests who visit can enter for a chance to win one of three prizes: 

• $500 Houston Premium Outlets gift card when you visit the Welcome Center

• $250 jeweler gift card when you tour the new homes at Water’s Edge

• $250 spa gift card when you visit the new Toll Brothers’ model home

NOW OPEN: Toll Brothers’ Model Home & Custom Homes at Water’s Edge 

Welcome Center Location & Hours:

18915 San Saba Creek Circle

Cypress, TX 77433

Mon – Sat, 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM

Sunday, 12:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Mom Deserves 

a Room With a

This Mother’s Day, give Mom a home on the water.

TowneLakeTexas.com  

•

  281.256.2772

VIEW
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I joined Community 
Impact Newspaper’s Katy 
edition in February, and 
I am thoroughly enjoy-
ing getting to know the 
area and interacting with 
community leaders. It is 
no secret the Katy area is 
experiencing an exciting 
residential and commer-
cial boom—which means 
we will be busy working 
to keep you updated with 

upcoming businesses, road projects and developments. 
We had the chance this month to speak briefl y with 

Scott Barbe, CEO of Memorial Hermann Katy, to learn 
more details about the upcoming six-story patient tower 
and 100,000-square-foot offi  ce building at its campus 
off  I-10. Th e system’s urgent need for more space is just 
one example of how growth is fueling existing corpora-
tions and businesses. 

I have also noticed some inevitable growing pains, 
such as overcrowded roads, and how local offi  cials are 
working hard and fast to ease congestion. Fort Bend 
County Precinct 3 Commissioner Andy Meyers con-
tinues to focus on solutions, which include a southern 
expansion of the future Cane Island Parkway.

In the City of Katy and Katy ISD, several engaged citi-
zens who will vie for your vote May 11. It is encouraging 
to see so many individuals interested in helping shape 
the future of their community. Both the city and school 
district will continue to need a council and board of 
forward-thinking residents who can help tackle chal-
lenges of population growth. About 10,500 individuals 
voted in 2012, which is down from about 13,500 in 2011. 
Make sure to take the time to cast your vote for your 
local representatives.
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What additions in local hospitals would 
make wellness visits more convenient 
for you?

  Offi ce space to allow for more practices

  Bigger emergency rooms

  Expanded imaging centers

  More regional care facilities

  Other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/katy-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

One of our cover stories details the upcoming Memorial Her-
mann Katy Hospital expansion which will include a six-story 
patient tower and a 100,000-square-foot professional build-
ing. Offi cials hope both projects will improve convenience for 
residents.

The southwest sector of the Katy area is undergoing a 
signifi cant amount of change with numerous new neighbor-
hoods and road projects.

Evenings and weekends available by appointment.Evenings and weekkkkends available by appointment

CONVENIENT Mammograms Right in  
Your Neighborhood!

What changes would you like see 
made in your area of town?

                     14.63%   Road improvements

                     14.63%    More shopping options

                     14.63%   Pedestrian-friendly efforts such as  
                     sidewalks and paths

                  12.2%   More restaurants

               10%   Other

            7%   Park improvements or additions

        26.83%      All of the above

Results from an unscientifi c Web survey, collected 
March 18–April 11, 2013
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April 12. Th e grand reopening debuted 
a new athlete-focused atmosphere with 
updated dressing rooms and easier-to-
read signage. 281-644-4901, 
www.nikefactorystore.nike.com. 

5  Cupcakes Etc. opened April 10 
at 9550 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 406. 
Owners Sandy McMillan and Vicki 
Garnett off er original cupcake recipes 
baked fresh daily. Flavors such as She 
Wore Pink Velvet are rotated weekly. 
281-394-2221 

6  Canvas Event Space opened April 19 
at 22758 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 220. 
Owned by Evon Hood, the banquet hall 
provides an upscale facility for parties, 
dinners, weddings and other social 
events. 281-701-6712, 
facebook.com/canvaseventspace

7  Massage Heights opened a Cinco 
Ranch location in February at 6501 S. 
Fry Road, Ste. 900. Th e massage and 
skin-treatment franchise off ers massages, 
facials and other therapeutic treatments, 
such as hot stone, foot scrubs and 
aromatherapy. 281-391-7529, 
www.massageheights.com

8  College Nannies and Tutors of Katy 
opened a learning center March 18 at 
3522 S. Mason Road, Ste. 375. It off ers 
full-service child care services, including 
nanny placement, on-call nannies and 
professional babysitting, as well as 
tutoring for college-bound students, 
including homework help, study skills, 
college prep, ACT and SAT test prep 
services. 281-398-6809, 
collegenanniesandtutors.com/katytx

9  Evergreen Cottages, an assisted 
living memory care center, opened April 
1 at 21715 Bridgewater Village Drive. 
Owner Bill Browning said the facility 
is purposefully small with an intimate 
atmosphere, and when full it will 
accommodate 16 residents. All nurses 
and caregivers are specially trained in 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia care. 
281-670-9810, evergreencottages.com

Now Open

1  Spec’s Wines and Liquor opened 
at 24417 I-10 on April 6. Th e store sells 
a variety of wines, beer, liquor and 
fi ne foods as well as barware. Each 
store features wine consultants to help 
customers with pairing and fi nding 
specifi c wines. 281-394-5780, 
www.specsonline.com

2  Potter’s Brush is a paint-your-
own pottery studio and opened in late 
February at 2944 S. Mason Road. It 
plans to have a grand opening in early 
May. Th e studio off ers a variety of items 
to paint that customers can pick up 
aft er about three days. It is available for 
parties, scout meetings and other group 
gatherings. 281-392-2533, 
facebook.com/pottersbrush

3  Golfsmith opened its fi rst Katy area 
location at 1210 Fry Road on April 13. 
Managed by Jacob Batchelder, the Katy 
store off ers custom fi t golf clubs and gear 
and sells golf accessories, shoes, balls, 
bags and also off ers training sessions. 
281-398-4669, www.golfsmith.com

4  Nike Factory Store reopened its 
updated store in Katy Mills Mall on 
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10  Minuteman Press opened at 1324 
Pin Oak Road in late March. Owned 
by Scott Sheinfeld, the business off ers 
numerous services, including binding, 
color copying, design, and embossing. 
Customers can print brochures, 
postcards, business cards, calendars and 
other products. 832-437-8354, 
www.minutemankaty.com

11  Lawyers Kerri Graham and Christy 
Th eander opened Graham and Th eander 
Attorney in mid-February at 21559 
Provincial Blvd., Ste. A. Services include 
draft ing wills and trusts, estate planning, 
Medicaid planning and business 
formation. 281-940-3000, 
www.gtkatylaw.com

12  Aldi Grocery Store opened in the 
Katy area April 11 at 2009 S. Mason 
Road. Th e discount grocery store chain 
mostly sells its private brand of foods 
and produce, but it off ers some selection 
of national products. www.alditexas.com

13  Overhead Door Company of Katy, 
owned by Philip Cullen, opened in 
early February at 3130 Fry Road, Ste. 
1400. Overhead Door sells, services 
and installs residential and commercial 
garage doors and electric garage-door 
openers. Its showroom on Fry features 
mostly residential designs and projects. 
713-667-1757, 
facebook.com/overheaddoorcompany

14  Grand Vision Katy, owned by Drs. 
Brett and Ryann Donaldson, opened at 
9550 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 434, its 
second location, March 19. Th e owners 
will celebrate the grand opening May 
7. Th e offi  ce provides primary eye care, 
including comprehensive eye exams, 
treatment of ocular diseases and 
emergency care. 281-394-7773, 
www.grandvisionkaty.com

Coming Soon

15  Custom home pool builder Cody 
Pools will open at 24433 I-10, Ste. 200, in 
Katy Ranch Crossing in May. It designs 

and builds a variety of pools with dozens 
of styles for homeowners to choose from. 
713-389-1150, www.codypools.com

16  A LongHorn Steakhouse will open 
in the summer at 9401 I-10, Ste. A, near 
Westgreen Boulevard. Th e restaurant 
specializes in steaks, including sirloin, 
t-bone and ribeye, and also features 
seafood, chicken, ribs and pork chops. 
713-463-3734, 
www.longhornsteakhouse.com

17  Avalon Self Storage and U-Haul will 
open in May at 11511 Gaston Road in 
Katy. Owned by Patrick Patel, a resident 
and business owner in the Katy area for 
more than 30 years, the lot will lease out 
climate- and non-climate-controlled 
storage units, both regular and climate 
controlled, sell packing supplies, and 
off er a notary service. Th ere will also 
be parking for RVs and boats, U-Haul 
trailers and trucks. 832-483-4286

18  Great Clips will open at 6645 S. 
Fry Road, Ste. 100, by the fi rst week of 
May. Th e salon off ers men, women and 
children haircuts and also sells hair 
styling products. 281-665-1158, 
www.greatclips.com

Relocations

19  In mid-March, Modern Pest Control 
relocated to 1110 E. Ave. from 1718 
Fry Road, Ste. 250. Th e business off ers 
residential and commercial pest control 
services, including bird, rodent and 
termite control. Modern Pest Control is 
GreenPro certifi ed and able to perform 
LEED certifi ed pest control services for 
commercial clients. 281-561-0100, 
www.modern-pest.com

20  On April 15, Salon Centre moved to 
a larger location at 23930 Westheimer 
Parkway, Studio 17. Th e new location 
off ers color treatments, hair cuts and 
Brazilian blowouts, which can include an 
optional 20-minute scalp massage. Th e 
salon also off ers bridal hair and make up 
services or for other special occasions. 

832-373-6693, 
www.theresacasanares.com

Anniversaries

21  Brothers Mark and Kevin Bollinger 
celebrated the 10-year anniversary of 
their business, Bolli Bros. Pizza, on 
April 20. At 2944 S. Mason Road, the 
establishment began as a pickup and 
delivery service and then expanded to a 
full restaurant about fi ve years ago. Th e 
menu off ers pizza, subs, salads and pasta. 
281-392-8257, www.bollibros.com

22  Kean Chiropractic, owned by Dr. 
Kevin Kean, celebrated its one-year 
anniversary in April. At 607 Park Grove 
Drive, Ste. A, Kean’s treatments target 
arthritis, allergies and colds, Carpal 
Tunnel Syndrome, disc problems, 
headaches, Fibromyalgia and other 
ailments. 832-491-2363, 
www.drkevinkean.com

Expansions

23  Covenant Preparatory Christian 
Academy is expanding its school to 
include sixth through 12 grade. At 1225 
W. Grand Parkway S., it is affi  liated with 
the National Association of University 
Model Schools and aims to provide 
students with college-preparatory 
education. 832-607-1526, 
www.covenantprepkaty.org

24  Katy Wholesale Furniture is 
working on several expansion projects. 
By the end of the year, Its facility at 1620 
N. Westgreen Blvd., will feature 20,000 
square feet added to its main showroom, 
a separate 10,000-square-feet children’s 
showroom and another storage 
warehouse. Th e store recently completed 
a 25,000-square-foot warehouse earlier 
this year. Katy Wholesale off ers a variety 
of home furniture as well as delivery 
services. 281-578-5353, 
www.katyfurniture.com

News or questions about Katy? 
E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Carrie Thornton

Potter’s Brush is available for parties and offers a 
variety of paintable objects.

2

She Wore Pink Velvet, Cupcakes Etc.’s signature 
recipe, is one of the shop’s several daily choices.

5

Evergreen Cottages Executive Director Vanessa 
Trautwein helped decorate the open-concept space.

9

Dr. Kevin Kean celebrated the one-year anniversary 
of Kean Chiropractic on April 1.
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Cane Island project to provide 
congestion relief, improve mobility
By Carrie Thornton

Although plans are at a stand still now 
on the expansion of Cane Island Parkway, 
City of Katy Mayor Don Elder said he 
hopes to receive the green light from state 
and federal offi  cials by summer.

Th e parkway will eventually run north 
from FM 1463—at the point of the road’s 
eastern curve—to Hwy. 90 and poten-
tially farther north in future years. Th e 
City of Katy, Texas Department of Trans-
portation and Fort Bend County will 
fund diff erent sections of the road.

“It is meant to help trucks going in and 
out of [West Ten Business Park],” Elder 
said of the future road’s north section.

TxDOT’s improvements include the 
construction of westbound and east-
bound entrance and exit ramps to serve 
at I-10 and an overpass, as well as the 
conversion of the two-way frontage road.

“Th e project was supposed to start four 
years ago, but it has been a convoluted 
deal,” Elder said. “It is a much-needed 
project.”

Initially, the project included only 
exit and entrance ramps at I-10, said 
Byron Hebert, fi nance director for the 
City of Katy. A recent study, however, 

recommended a complete overpass. 
Because I-10 is a federal road, the work 
requires more than state support.

Once the project receives federal 
approval, construction will begin on the 
overpass and road from I-10 to Hwy. 90.

“We are anxious to get started,” Hebert 
said.

Fort Bend County Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Andy Meyers, said the county, 
along with a private developer, plans to 
pick up construction of the road and 
extend it south to FM 1463 from I-10 
to relieve traffi  c on the farm-to-market 
road. He said it is the best solution in a 
scenario where the lack of an overpass 
and ramps at FM 1463 and I-10 would be 
too costly for short-term completion.

“FM 1463 is a real problem from a traf-
fi c stand point,” Meyers said. “You have 
about a one-and-a-half mile travel on the 
frontage road if you want to get on I-10.”

Th e county is in the process of acquir-
ing right of way and negotiating with 
home owners whose properties fall near 
the road’s projection, and the southern 
sections are still under design, but they 
will mirror the north’s four-lane boule-
vard style.

TRANSPORTATION
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The 470-acre business park is already 
home to Igloo and Medline, with 
multiple available tracts for 
industrial, corporate offi  ce and retail 
developments.

Offi  cials expect federal approval for the overpass in 
July, and then the bidding and construction process 
can begin on the overpass and north section.

The north section of Cane 
Island will help traffi  c fl ow 
from West Ten Business 
Park, while the south 
section will ease FM 1463 
congestion.

Cane Island Pkwy.  
Funding Entities

Cane Island Pkwy. 
Progress

West Ten Business Park

This project is still in the design phase, therefore this graphic does not depict fi nal road designs. 

Sources: City of Katy, Fort Bend County
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crosscreektexas.com
     facebook.com/crosscreektexas

281.344.9882 

HIGHLAND . LENNAR . NEWMARK . PERRY HOMES . PLANTATION

TRENDMAKER . VILLAGE BUILDERS

Custom Home Buildlers
AVANTI . HUNTINGTON . PARTNERS IN BUILDING . TAYLOR MORRISON

Discover what the birds already know…                                        

      Cross Creek Ranch is an oasis of natural beauty offering endless opportunities for living.

       You can spend the day relaxing or daydreaming, or enjoy world class amenities, parks,

       and miles and miles of hike and bike trails—a veritable playground for family fun, even for Fido. 

              Homes for every lifestyle on Texas sized homesites.  

     Every day is a new day at Cross Creek Ranch and nature is always nearby.

                       This is a place you can call home. Naturally.

Naturally.

Map not to scale

Firethorne
Community
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1001 Avenue B • Katy, TX 77493 • 281-391-1222 • M–F 10-5:30 • Sat 10–5
Visit thecottagedoor.com for upcoming events

n
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Mother’s Day, May 12th

The Cottage DoorThe Cottage Door
Gifts That Inspire Your Heart & Home!Gifts That Inspire Your Heart & Home!

AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper

Capitol Correspondent

Legislators continue discussions on how to fund TxDOT
Texas lawmakers are searching 

for a path to fi nding billions of 
dollars in new annual funding 
for highway maintenance.

Devising a plan to double the 
state’s highway capacity in the 
next 50 years has emerged as one 
of the top priorities of the 83rd 
Legislative Session, and there has 
been little debate over funding 
new projects with the state’s 
healthy rainy day fund.

“Katy and the surrounding 
areas...have been some of the 
fastest growing in not only the 
state, but the nation,” said Sen. 
Glenn Hegar Jr., R-Katy. “Expan-
sion of the Grand Parkway and 
I-10 have been critical to that 
growth. Without increased fund-
ing to the state highway fund, 
we will be unable to adequately 
maintain and improve the infra-
structure we need to keep pace 
with the continued growth our 
state is projected to experience.”

Ideas vary widely on how to 
signifi cantly raise the budget 
of the Texas Department of 
Transportation, which has said 
it needs more than $4 billion in 
additional funding every year 
just to maintain highway proj-
ects in the face of rapid popula-
tion growth and infrastructure 
strain in the coming decades.

Bills in the Texas House of 
Representatives and Senate 
range from authorizing “cen-
tury bonds,” which would allow 
100-year loans at a low fi xed rate, 
to increasing fees for driver’s 
licenses to raising registration 
fees or fuel taxes for the fi rst 
time in two decades.

But halfway through the ses-
sion, which ends in late May, 
no clear plan had yet been 

outlined on how to solve the 
funding issue in a state that has 
exhausted its transportation 
bonding capacity and runs out of 
bond money in 2014.

New funding source needed
State Sen. Kirk Watson, 

D-Austin, is pushing for a $50 
increase in annual motor vehicle 
registration fees, which currently 
start at $50.75 per year. County 
governments have the power to 
raise that fee by as much as $11.50, 
and several have, including Harris 
and Fort Bend counties.

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst has 
promised to propose an amend-
ment to the budget passed by the 
Senate Finance Committee in 
early March that would authorize 
at least $1 billion from the state’s 
Economic Stabilization Fund, also 
known as the rainy day fund, for 
a revolving loan program for local 
transportation projects.

Gov. Rick Perry, who held off  
eff orts to use the fund during the 
2011 session, has endorsed the use 
of $1.7 billion for transportation 
projects from the fund, which is 
expected to have a record-high 
balance of $11.8 billion in the next 
two years. 

Using rainy day funds
Bills have also been fi led in the 

House to withdraw money from 
the rainy day fund. Th e caveat to 
using the fund is that it cannot be 
used for any revolving cash fl ow 
to the TxDOT, so another funding 
mechanism for maintenance and 
operating costs must be found.

Leaders, including Perry, have 
suggested that more than $1 
billion can be found in dedi-
cated fees that are diverted from 

highway projects, but House 
Transportation Committee 
Chairman Larry Phillips has 
argued that the amount might be 
closer to $300 million—nowhere 
near the more than $4 billion 
in additional annual funding 
TxDOT offi  cials have said the 
department needs to maintain 
highways.

Proposed fee increases
House Speaker Joe Straus has 

said the $25 fee paid for driver’s 
license renewals every six years 
should be looked at as an addi-
tional revenue stream, and bills 
have been fi led that would both 
increase that fee and decrease the 
amount of time between renewals.

An omnibus bill by Rep. Patri-
cia Harless, R-Spring, addresses 
several methods of funding in a 
proposal that would require voter 
approval for transportation fund-
ing and collects nearly $5 billion 
annually for highways.

Th e bill would include a $50 
increase in registration fees, a 
10-cent increase in the gas tax and 
a redirection of some sales taxes 
from car sales into highway main-
tenance. Th e bill also addresses 
the fee diversion issue described 
by Perry and others.

Members of the House Trans-
portation Committee say those 
particular bills may not be the 
vehicle that carries the funding 
solution, as it’s likely to be broken 
into piecemeal bills and approved 
separately.

“Exactly how to deliver those 
critical funds is not yet settled,” 
Hegar said, “but I am optimistic 
that some relief will be delivered 
and we’ll be working to see exactly 
that accomplished.”

RAINY DAY FUNDS

REGISTRATION FEES
State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, has 

proposed a $50 increase in annual 

passenger vehicle registration fees, which 

currently start at $50.75 per year. County 

governments can increase that fee by as 

much as $11.50, and several have.

The Economic Stabilization Fund, also known as the rainy day fund, is 

capped at 10 percent of the total general revenue budget. It is used as a way 

to stave off defi cits and for one-time payments, and it cannot be accessed 

for ongoing funding of budgetary items. The money in the fund comes from 

a portion of oil and natural gas tax revenue, part of the reason the fund is 

currently so large, as Texas has experienced a boom in those industries.

Lawmakers have 

proposed several options 

to increase the budget 

of the Texas Department 

of Transportation, 

which has said it needs 

more than $4 billion 

in additional funding 

annually just for 

maintenance of existing 

highways.

TEXAS
Funding

roadways

$

$50 increase projected 

to generate

per year

$1.2 billion

Fort Bend, Harris and Waller

counties charge

$11.50 in additional 
fees
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2013 ELECTION COVERAGE
What goals do you have for the 

City of Katy if elected?

I want to work with council 
to improve transparency, 
communication, and enhance the 
effectiveness and productivity of all 
our departments. To do this, we have 
to have a plan. Katy has not updated 
our Comprehensive Plan since 2001. 
This is a written plan that anticipates 
our future needs for services and 
infrastructure, and I want to update 
it. With input from our department 
heads, employees, experts and the 
public, this will tell us what we need 
to do now and in years to come. 

What sets you apart from other 

candidates?

I have been dedicated to making 
Katy better for all of us before and 
after I was elected to council. I have 
proven my ability to get things done, 
including building Katy Heritage 
Park...and authoring a book about 
the history of Katy. I have a record 
of making conservative decisions, 
listening to residents and putting 
their ideas into action. I’ve won 
numerous awards for the work I’ve 
done for Katy, but my main concern 
is to make sure the Katy we love will 
be here for many years to come.

What goals do you have for the 

City of Katy if elected?

Working with the City of Houston to 
expand our extraterritorial jurisdiction 
to our immediate west and north. Our 
city has been well run, [but] there 
is always room for improvement. 
The city has the resources to effect 
change that is needed in some areas, 
while other areas need tightening up. 
We have tremendous opportunities 
for commercial and residential 
growth that [can] double the size of 
our city. I plan to work with our local 
organizations to attract businesses 
that promote family values.

What sets you apart from other 

candidates?

I have a can-do attitude and work 
ethic that has been developed over 
the 35 years I’ve been a business 
owner and manager. I have a lifetime 
of experience, starting with my 
days in the U.S. Navy. I believe in 
surrounding myself with capable 
people and soliciting their input 
before making an important decision. 
I believe in taking a measured 
approach to solving problems and 
involving others when necessary. I 
don’t have all the answers, but I do 
know how to fi nd them.

City of Katy - Mayor

Carol Adams Fabol Hughes

What goals do you have for the 

City of Katy if elected?

I want to work with the new mayor 
and City Council to compete for new 
businesses within the city while 
marketing our current businesses. 
I want to increase employment 
opportunities for Katy residents 
by encouraging additional industry 
near our city. I want to ensure our 
infrastructure is maintained, and I 
want to develop a plan to address 
the demand future growth will be 
placing on our city services to ensure 
we do not spread our police and fi re 
protection too thin.

What sets you apart from other 

candidates?

As a third-generation Katy resident, 
I remember the traditions and 
values that make our community so 
desirable. More than 66 years ago, 
my grandparents settled in Katy and 
my family has lived here since. I’ve 
watched our community grow from 
a small rural town along I-10 to one 
of the most desired areas to live. For 
me, Katy is more than an address. 
Katy is home. Change is inevitable, 
and we need to encourage change 
that is benefi cial for all of Katy.

Because former Councilwoman Ward A Carol Adams stepped down from her position to run for mayor before her 
term expired, a Special Election is necessary to fi ll the vacancy until 2014, when the position will be up for election. 

Residents of the City of Katy had until April 11 to fi le for candidacy. The city is divided into two wards, and the 
council has two members to represent each one. Ward A advocates for the city’s southern portion.

What goals do you have for the 

City of Katy if elected?

I would like to see Downtown Katy 
become a real destination. My goals 
are to see improvements made that 
are needed downtown, such as 
public restrooms, street lighting, 
way-fi nding signs, and construction 
of a new City Hall and park. I also 
want to make it easier for businesses 
to open in downtown. We should 
provide immediate support to hire 
more fi remen and support future fi re 
station...We can accomplish these 
goals and still be fi scally responsible.

What sets you apart from other 

candidates?

I have operated a business in 
Downtown Katy for 20 years and feel 
the daily pulse of the town. I have 
heard the concerns, complaints, 
suggestions and compliments from 
my local customers and know what 
they want. Their feedback has helped 
me formulate a plan to inject new 
life...while preserving the historical 
beauty, into downtown. Katy Market 
Days and other events have taught 
me the lessons of community 
organizing and advertising.

What goals do you have for the 

City of Katy if elected?

I want to continue the conservative 
spending principals that have made 
Katy a fi nancially secure city, ensure 
citizens will continue to have superior 
Police, Fire and EMS service and 
represent all citizens of the city 
to make sure their concerns and 
questions are heard and addressed 
in a reasonable manner. I offer my 40 
years of public safety experience in 
law enforcement and fi re protection 
to work with the Mayor and Council 
Members to develop a long-range 
public safety plan.

What sets you apart from the other 

candidates?

Many years of public service to the 
citizens of Texas and Katy have 
given me expertise to serve as a 
city councilman who [will]...provide 
managed growth of the city. I am the 
only candidate with fi re protection, 
government budget development 
and management and public safety 
planning, as demonstrated in my 
roles as a police chief, president of 
Texas Municipal Police Association, 
Chairman of Governors Juvenile 
Justice Board, and chairman of the 
Texas School Safety Center.

What goals do you have for the 

City of Katy if elected?

Aside from infrastructure issues, 
there are already opportunities to 
reduce the residents’ tax burdens 
without compromising anything. I 
would like to signifi cantly raise the 
seniors’ homestead exemption and 
more parking is needed at the Fussell 
Senior Citizen Center. Katy needs 
to be proactive towards increasing 
businesses, as well as getting rid 
of some of the city’s strangling 
regulations so that we can increase 
our tax revenue.

What sets you apart from other 

candidates?

Most of the candidates want to 
build on our achievements, expand, 
and revitalize downtown. But our 
infrastructure is old; most of it was 
built in the ‘60s. My street still fl oods 
with even the slightest rain. I feel 
that we need to rebuild a lot of our 
infrastructure, put fi re hydrants in 
a couple of needed locations, and 
give our Public Works, Police, Fire, 
and EMS departments the funding 
and resources needed for both their 
safety and ours.

City of Katy - Special Election: Council member Ward A

City of Katy - Council member Ward B

Sandra Byrd

Betsy Proctor

Chuck Brawner

Jimmy Mendez

Community Impact Newspaper is the fastest growing news organization in Texas (INC. Magazine 2010–2012)

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

*Experience in sales, marketing or related field preferred.

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you. Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com. 

www.impactnews.com

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Northwest Houston Edition
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Franz Rd.
Franz Rd.

Bartlett Rd.

Captial St.
Mockingbird Ln.

Katy ISD - Board of Trustees Position 1

What goals do you have for Katy ISD 

if elected?

The state fi nance formula has been 
frozen since 2005-06 and has impacted 
fast growth districts like Katy. A key 
goal of the board is to set and enforce 
policy and to provide a framework for 
hiring teaching and administrative staff 
that are top in their fi elds. In the case 
of fi nance, the framework we provide 
must empower the experts to perform 
their jobs. Our fi nance department has 
done an outstanding job—as noted by 
our audit fi rm—of managing district 
funds and increasing our fund balance. 
I’m proud to say we continue to improve 
our performance year after year, and 
another of my goals would be for us to continue these improvement trends.

What sets you apart from other candidates?

There is no doubt my experience as a board member sets me apart. At a time 
when fi ve of the seven board members have served less than one term, I 
provide essential veteran leadership. Through the years I have worked hard 
to serve the entire district and create an atmosphere in which all students 
have an opportunity to learn.

 Joe Adams (Incumbent)

What goals do you have for Katy ISD 

if elected?

Transparency. Let’s make ourselves 
available to those in the community 
that have concerns and/or input about 
our district. I would also like to build 
upon the test scores in all of our 
schools. There should be no reason for 
any of our schools to be rated as less 
than “Recognized” or “Exemplary.”

What sets you apart from other 

candidates?

Since this is my fi rst run at school 
board, I believe I will bring a fresh 
perspective to the board. I am 
interested in working with the other board members and the community to
impact Katy ISD students in a positive way. My reasons for running have 
shifted since I started this race. Initially, I wanted to get school bus routes 
back and while that is still pertinent, there is a another issue that I would 
like to address—transparency of the board. This is a big concern to people 
in the community, and I want to make sure the public is informed and 
involved with what goes on in the district. Call me an idealist, but I believe 
you should be listening to and representing those who put you in offi ce.

Tim Dietz

What goals do you have for Katy ISD 

if elected?

I want to evaluate curriculum programs 
to make sure they are actually helping 
our children for the money we spend. 
I want to harness teachers’ creativity, 
and come up with a system so they can 
feel free to tell us what is working and 
what is not working in the classroom. 
Fight for the kids who are not excelling, 
and fi ght in Austin for the kids who 
are but will be punished because they 
are in an academically competitive 
school district. Help the board and the 
administration understand transparency, 
full disclosure and accountability is not 
a choice. It is a mandate.

What sets you apart from other candidates?

Voters have a choice. I have not met Joe Adams, but he has been on the 
school board 20 years and has been president four times. Surely he should 
understand that it is time for some new ideas. This is not a lifetime job. I have 
reviewed thousands of education contracts and programs as an investigative 
reporter and have worked to save taxpayers money and protect children. The 
motto for my campaign says it all: Our Kids. Our Money. No Secrets.

Wayne Dolcefi no

Important Dates

CITY OF KATY POLLING LOCATIONS

KATY ISD POLLING LOCATIONS

UNCONTESTED RACES

Early voting: (8 a.m.–5 p.m., April 29–May 3; 7 a.m.–7 p.m., May 6–7)

Early Voting: 7 a.m.–6 p.m., April 29, 30, May 1–7

Regular voting: (7 a.m.–7 p.m., May 11)

Regular Voting: 7 a.m.–7 p.m., May 11

April 29–Early voting begins May 3–Last day to apply for a ballot by mail May 7–Last day of early voting May 11–Election day

Cinco Ranch High School, 23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Taylor High School, 20700 Kingsland Blvd.

Cinco Ranch High School, 23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Mayde Creek High School, 19202 Groschke Road

Wolfe Elementary, 502 Addicks-Howell Road 

City of Katy Council member Ward A: Bill Lawton 

Ward A: Katy Municipal Complex Council Chambers, City Hall, 910 Ave. C

Wolfe Elementary, 502 Addicks-Howell Road
Katy ISD Administration Building, 6301 S. Stadium Lane

Morton Ranch High School, 21000 Franz Road
Memorial Parkway Jr. High, 21203 Highland Knolls

Katy ISD Position 2: Rebecca Fox

Ward B: Katy Municipal Court Building, 5432 Franz Road

Ward A and Ward B: Katy Municipal Complex in the City Secretary’s Offi ce, 910 Ave. C
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experience the esn differenceexperience the esn difference
Personalized Attention, Upscale Exercise Suites, No WaitingPersonalized Attention, Upscale Exercise Suites, No Waiting

Located in the Villagio Town Center
22756 Westheimer Pkwy, STE 160
Katy,  TX  77450
281-395-0827
www.ESNHealth.com
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April

26 through 27 
Katy Jazz Festival

Katy ISD hosts the fi fth annual Katy Jazz Festival. The festival’s 
goal is to increase education of and exposure to jazz music 
and provide high quality jazz performances to the community. 
Proceeds will benefi t participating student jazz groups, 
individual student musicians and jazz music educators. 3–8:30 
p.m. (Fri.), 8 a.m.–8:30 p.m. (Sat.). $3 (Friday events, concert 
not included), $7 (Saturday events, concert not included), $20 
(Friday night featured concert), $20 (Saturday night featured 
concert). Katy High School Performing Arts Center, 6331 
Highway Blvd. 281-396-2270, katyjazzfestival.com

27 The Katy Family YMCA 2013 Healthy 
Kids Day

YMCA Healthy Kids Day is a city-wide event that celebrates 
making fi tness fun through programs that teach healthy ways 
to play and to stay active. Activities include games, sports and 
health screenings. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. Katy Family YMCA, 
22807 Westheimer Parkway. 281-392-5055, 
www.ymcahouston.org/katy

27 Best of Broadway Concert
A concert by the Noyes Fine Arts Foundation, a 

nonprofi t arts organization dedicated to bringing the best in 
live, semi-professional theater and fi ne arts education to the 
Katy community. Featuring Broadway hits produced by the 
Noyes Foundation. 7:30 p.m. $8.50, $10 (at the door). St. 
Peter’s United Methodist Church, 20775 Kingsland Blvd. 
www.noyesfi neartsfoundation.org

27 Bridgeland Nature Fest 
Attempting to break the Guinness World Records 

title for the most people giving a simultaneous bird call, 
the event features nature-themed activities, including 
camel and pony rides, a petting zoo, boat races, bubble 
runners, bumper boats, bounce houses, miniature 
train rides and more. Food trucks will be available. 10 
a.m.–5 p.m. Oak Meadow Park, 17730 House Hahl Road, 
Cypress. 281-304-5588, www.bridgeland.com/nature-fest

Vidal Ramirez
President

Katy Of  ce
281.517.8710

When Business is on the line.

Vidal Ramirez
President

Katy Offi ce
281.517.8710

WHEN BUSINESS IS ON THE LINE

May

03 through 04
2nd Annual Operation Lock-N-Load 

Sporting Clays Tournament
Texas Sentinels Foundation invites individuals to support 
veterans by attending its sporting clays tournament to create 
life-changing events for severely wounded veterans. This 
year’s event has expanded to include music, vendors and live 
shooting exhibitions. 8:30 a.m. $155 (single shooter), $775 
(teams). Rio Brazos Hunting Preserve, 4430 Guyler Road, 
Simonton. 832-266-0007, texassentinels.org/lock-n-load/

04 Make A Splash
Katy Aquatics is hosting an event to promote 

public awareness of water safety in hopes of reducing the 
risk of drowning in the community. The event will showcase 
various types of water safety equipment and have a number 
of interactive water safety displays available for children of all 
ages. Children will also have an opportunity to learn to swim 
from certifi ed swim instructors in the pool. 10 a.m.—12 p.m. 
Free. Cinco Ranch High School Swimming Pool, 23440 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd. 281-391-7200. www.katyaquatics.org

04 Wild West Brew Fest 
The Katy Rotary Club welcomes residents to 

the Wild West Brew Fest, an annual craft beer tasting 
event, fi rst of its kind in the Katy area. The festival will 
host 25 specialty craft brewers for attendees to visit 
and taste samples, and the proceeds will benefi t Katy 
ISD extracurricular programs and many other Katy area 
non-profi ts. 2 p.m. $25 (general admission), $60 (VIP), 
$15 (designated drivers). Villagio Town Center, 22764 
Westheimer Parkway. www.katyrotary.com

04 through 5
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Catholic 

Church Annual Bazaar
The weekend festival features a silent auction, music, booths, 
cameos, a cake walk, dunk tank and a country store. Saturday 
night features a fajita dinner along with the silent auction, 
live music and a sweet shop, and a live auction will begin 1 
p.m. Sunday. Free. 6–10 p.m., Sat.; 11 a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. St. 

Bartholomew the Apostle Catholic Church, 5356 Eleventh St. 
281-391-4758, www.st-bart.org/

04 through 10
Firethorne’s Taste of Texas Model Home Tour

Firethorne is showcasing 12 homes in the master-planned 
community’s four Model Home Parks. The event features prize 
drawings for those who complete the full tour, such as Texas 
wine basket, gift cards and Houston Astros tickets. Free. 
10 a.m.–7 p.m. Firethorne Visitor’s Center, 28128 N. Firethorne 
Road. 281-693-1010, www.fi rethorne.info

through 05, and 11 through 12
Galveston’s Historic Homes Tour
Galveston’s showcase of historic homes and 

neighborhoods is back. The homes featured in this 
year’s tour are 1860 Christopher Schmidt House, 1885 
Peter V. and Agnes Gengler House, 1886 Henry M. and 
Clara Lang House, 1886 Rosa McDonald Peete House, 
1887 Matilda Wehmeyer House and German American 
Kindergarten School, 1887 Samuel A. Cook Cottage, 
1888 Joseph and Philomene Magna Cottage, 1888 
Browning and Sarah Crowell House, 1889 George and 
Magnolia Sealy House and 1899 Samuel Levine House. 
10–6 p.m. $15 (members) and $20 (non-members) 
before May 3. www.galvestonhistory.org

Find more or submit Katy events at 
www.impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the fi rst Friday of 
the month.

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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With multiple pediatric subspecialties conveniently located on site, our experts

offer top care for kids. From allergy and asthma to physical therapy to radiology,

our specialist clinics are staffed by experts in their fields using the most advanced

facilities – all designed specifically for children and their families. They’re one reason

why U.S.News & World Report ranked us as the top pediatric hospital in Texas. The

next time your child needs medical care, come to us. We’re all about kids.

I-10 and Barker Cypress    |    westcampus.texaschildrens.org

West Campus

Follow us©2013 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC232_011013

Specialist care
just for kids
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CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Origination, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn 
more about becoming a licensed 
Real Estate professional. Courses 
are available in the classroom, 
correspondence and online.

GGeett SSttaarrtteedd TTooddaayy!!
Galleria 713-629-4543
North 281-893-4484
West 281-496-7386

O S SC OO

1983 - 20131983 - 2013

30th ANNIVERSARY
30th ANNIVERSARY

Real Estate Loan Origination

Inspection Appraisal
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Nelson Water Gardens

Anita and Rolf Nelson opened Nelson Water Gardens and Nursery in Katy 16 years ago.
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N elson Water Gardens and Nursery 
owners Rolf and Anita Nelson 
purposefully positioned benches 

throughout their gardens to invite 
customers to relax and enjoy the nearby 
water lilies, koi and impatiens. 

Th e nursery, which opened 16 years 
ago, specializes in aquatic plants, foun-
tains and ponds. 

“Th e sound of water provides that 
opportunity to relax in your own yard,” 
Rolf Nelson said. “It calms you down. It 
lowers tension, anxiety.”

In addition to more than 50 diff erent 
aquatic and bog plants, Nelson Water 
Gardens, off  Katy Fort Bend Road, sells 
dozens of vegetable starters and plants, 10 
diff erent types of fi sh and more than 40 
varieties of herbs. 

“It is fun, and it’s diff erent from any 
other style of gardening you may have 
encountered before because the element of 
water is introduced to the garden,” Rolf ’s 
wife Anita Nelson said. “Water is actively 
moving within the garden.” 

Th e Nelsons’ son, Peter Nelson, devel-
oped a Disappearing Fountain they sell at 
their store, where water is pumped from 
a hidden reservoir buried in the ground 
and then disappears back into the ground. 
In addition to selling them at their 
nursery, they distribute the pre-molded 
reservoirs to about 40 diff erent nurser-
ies around Houston and throughout the 
United States.

Th e Nelsons, who both have their bach-
elor’s degree in horticulture, started their 
business aft er working for another aquatic 
plants business for two decades. Th e 
couple, who have four children, ages 14 

to 32, used all of their savings and asked 
several friends to invest in their business. 

Th e couple said they love the freedom 
of owning their own business.

“We decided to do what we really have a 
passion for,”  Rolf Nelson said.

Nelson Water Gardens also sells yard 
ornaments, wind chimes, decorations, 
fi sh food and accessories for an aquatic 
garden. 

Th e nursery has one of the largest selec-
tions of pottery in Houston, the owners 
said, which is oft en made into fountains 
for customers. Th e nursery also off ers 
residential and commercial landscape 
work.

Th e Nelsons encourage customers to 
bring their children and grandchildren 
to visit the nursery, and they also provide 
children the opportunity to feed koi in an 
onsite pond.  

“I think gardening in any of its forms is 
important for children to be exposed to,”  
Anita Nelson said. “When you can grow 
your own food, it makes you feel like you 
have some control over your life. It’s a real 
sense of achievement.”

1502 Katy Fort Bend County Road
Katy • 281-391-4769
nelsonwatergardens.com
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Additional info 
Nelson Water Gardens and Nursery holds 
several events throughout the year:

• Saturday informational lectures are 
conducted in the spring

• Garden Party held every April
• Easter egg hunt and a St. Patrick’s day 

hunt that both offer one $1,000 gift certifi -
cate to their gardens

• Two evening parties on July 3 and another 
in October for customers to enjoy the 
gardens and their landscape lighting in the 
evening  

Nelson Water Gardens 
and Nursery
Fountains, aquatic plants among specialties

BUSINESS

The nursery sells garden ornaments and acces-
sories. 

Nelson Water Gardens specializes in aquatic 
plants, fountains and ponds. 

The nursery sells hundreds of different types of 
pottery.

By Tamra Santana

Unique water lily
A third of their business is aquatics, and 
they grow all the aquatic plants they sell, 
Rolf Nelson said. Nelson Water Gardens and 
Nursery cultivates its own unique water lily, 
a deep purple tropical lily with a black bud 
instead of the usual green bud. More than 
10 years ago, the nursery’s head propagator, 
Mike Swize, noticed the unique water lily 
growing in one of its tanks and worked to 
successfully propagate it. 

The Nelsons named the lily after a friend of 
their daughter, Lindsey Woods, who was 
dying of cancer at about that time they 
discovered the fl ower. The nursery now 
donates half the proceeds from the fl ower 
to Texas Children’s Hospital. They have 
donated more than $100,000 for cancer 
research over the past 10 years.
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START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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Stay local. Go mobile.
Community Impact Newspaper’s 

hyperlocal news and deals are now 

available in a mobile-friendly format. 

Visit our new mobile site on any 

smartphone at impactnews.com

Anywhere. Anytime. Absolutely free.
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Nikko Sushi and Steak

Kingsland Blvd.

99

10

Nikko has a wall of booths that can be curtained off for private dining and small parties.
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Nikko Sushi and Steak
Owner creates distinctive menu items

Simply owning and running a busi-
ness is not enough for Kimberli 
Pham, who also leads Nikko 

Sushi and Steak’s kitchen as head chef. 
Although she never received formal 
culinary training, Pham said, she has 
always enjoyed cooking and oft en 
creates many of Nikko’s menu items 
herself. 

“You just get in a mood to make 
certain things and you can just throw it 
together,” she said. “I’m the type of per-
son that if you give me a recipe, I’m like, 
What do you want me to do with this?”

Nikko has been serving the commu-
nity for four years, and Pham’s passion 
for cooking has led to the addition of 
several distinctive items and signature 
sushi rolls on the establishment’s menu. 

Pham also said she emphasizes to her 
staff  members that customers always 
come fi rst.

“We focus on customer service, and 
have very unique items on our menu, 
like the Japanese Pizza,” Pham said.

Th e personal size Japanese Pizza is 
covered in avocado, spicy tuna, salmon, 
crab meat, tempura crunch and a spicy 
mayo, and it is popular among custom-
ers, Pham said. As chef, she also strives to 
make all sauces fresh and daily in-house. 

Customers can also enjoy fusion 
rolls, such as the Apple Delight—cream 
cheese, avocado and crab mix, deep 
fried and then topped with spicy apple 
and crab mix—or the Spicy Kiwi—esco-
lar, cucumber, mint leaves and jalapeno 
topped with kiwi.

Edgar Ramon, Pham’s additional 
sushi chef, said he oft en creates custom 
sushi rolls for customers depending on 
what they request or what combination 
of ingredients he feels inclined to try. 
He joined Pham’s crew in November 
2012 and touts 17 years of experience 
in cooking and craft ing sushi rolls in 
Houston-area sushi restaurants.

“I like that as a chef, I have lots of 
freedom in that I can create dishes and 
blow people’s minds,” he said. 

Th e family friendly restaurant off ers 
customers an upscale atmosphere with 
reasonable prices. Manager David 
Rachal also joined Pham’s staff  in 
November, and he said he receives posi-
tive feedback from customers who enjoy 
the menu’s variety of options as well as 
the atmosphere. He said Pham strives to 
create a positive and encouraging work 
environment as well.

“It’s such a close group of people,” 
Rachal said. “We are like one big family.”

DINING

410 W. Grand Parkway S., Ste. 505
Katy • 281-395-2808
www.nikkosushigrill.com
Mon.–Thurs. 11:30 a.m.–10 p.m. 
Fri. 11:30 a.m.–11 p.m., Sat. 5–11 p.m., 
Sun. 4–9 p.m.

Weekly specials
• Monday–Friday: Happy hour, which fea-

tures various sushi rolls and mixed drinks,
3 p.m.–7 p.m.

• Monday: 20 percent off any bottle of wine
• Tuesday: All signature rolls are 

$12 or less, 5–10 p.m.
• Wednesday: 20 percent off any bottle 

of wine
• Thursday: Ladies night: All house martinis 

are $5, 5–10 p.m.

Menu highlights
• Crazy Crunch signature roll: A choice 

of spicy tuna, spicy salmon, shrimp or 
chicken topped with tempura crunch fl akes 
and eel sauce. ($9)

• Black Pepper Tuna appetizer: Lightly 
seared beef marinated in black pepper 
served with ponzu sauce. ($10)

• Apple Sauce Salmon: Fresh salmon fi let 
grilled and served with special sauce tem-
pura asparagus topped with grilled chips 
marinated in special apple sauce. ($18)

• Cremebrulicious: A light, creamy custard 
dessert with vanilla ice cream and straw-
berries topped with crunchy sprinkles and 
whip cream. ($5)

The Crazy Roll is a customer favorite and is 
covered in tempura crunch and eel sauce.

Owner Kimberli Pham doubles as head chef.

The Black Pepper Tuna is one of Pham’s recom-
mended dishes and is served with Ponzu sauce.

Know your sushi

By Carrie Thornton

1966

America’s fi rst 
sushi restaurant 

opened in

in Los Angeles

1,000
years ago

The earliest form 
of sushi originated 

more than

190 calories
A serving of sushi rice contains

26 signature 
sushi rolls

47
total sushi 

rolls

  
www.McMartinProperties.com
Jamie@McMartinProperties.com
281.961.5161
3333 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450

Texas Monthly Magazine 5 Star Realtor

4.88 out of 5 in HAR’s Client Experience Rating

#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce#1 Agent in the Katy Offi ce
Ranked #8 of agents company wide

One on One relationships; No being passed around a “team”

Buy & Sell Programs along with Client Referral Incentives

Jamie McMartin,Jamie McMartin, CNASCNAS
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W hen 19-year-old Jacob San-
ford was 15, he traveled from 
Midland to Houston to receive 

treatment for a cancerous tumor at the 
MD Anderson Cancer Center. He and 
his family were put in a bit of a fi nancial 
bind, despite having medical insur-
ance. His situation became even more 
diffi  cult when he found out his post-
surgery treatment would be outpatient. 
His family, already short on money, was 
going to need to fi nd a place to stay for an 
extended period of time.

Th en their social worker introduced 
them to Cinco Charities, a nonprofi t orga-
nization dedicated to meeting the needs of 
people who come to Katy for health care 
for life threatening illnesses. Cinco Chari-
ties’ mission is to provide free temporary 
housing for patients and caregivers.

“Th ere was a point where we really 
didn’t know where we were going to stay,” 
Sanford said. “It means a lot. I don’t know 
what we would’ve done if we hadn’t found 
out about Cinco Charities.”

Founded in 2006 by a group of Real-
tors with Keller Williams Premier Realty 
in Katy, Cinco Charities is a member of 

the Healthcare Hospitality Network, a 
network of temporary housing facilities 
for hospital patients. Th e mission, accord-
ing to Ginger Hopper, chair of the Cinco 
Charities Board of Directors, is to make 
the patients feel as at home as possible 
while being away from home.

In the beginning, the primary method 
of housing patients was paying for hotel 
rooms. Cancer survivor Erin Ballard and 
her husband Monty have been instrumen-
tal in helping the organization expand. 
In 2011, the Ballard family donated and 
furnished housing space to help reduce the 
nonprofi t’s dependency on hotels.

“When we help a guest in a hotel, it costs 
about $100 per night,” Hopper said. “At 
fi rst we could only help them for a maybe 
a week at a time, but now we’re helping 
people for up to a couple of months.”

Th e Ballards’ contributions do not end 
there. Th is fall, Cinco Charities hopes to 
open the Ballard House, a 24-suite hospi-
tality house funded by the Ballard family.

“Th is will allow us to help people from 
the beginning of their treatment to the 
completion,” Hopper said.

Cinco Charities raises money through 

fundraisers as well as grants from MD 
Anderson, Sam’s Club, local families and 
churches. Although the organization uses 
an application process, Hopper said it does 
not set requirements based on fi nancial 
standing, age or where the patient is seek-
ing treatment.

For Larry Sanford, Jacob’s father, the 
Cinco Charities staff  off ered more than a 
place to stay. Th rough their accessibility 
and genuine concern, they also off ered 
him peace of mind.

“Th ey were people we could talk to,” he 
said. “As a father, that was a load off  my 
mind for them to help with that burden.”

Cinco Charities
Group provides home for hospital patients

NONPROFIT

Cinco Charities

281-220-2188
www.cincocharities.org

The Ballard House will feature room for 24 patients and caregivers, as well as kitchen and dining areas.
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By Shawn Arrajj

The Ballard House
• The house will be located on a three-acre 

plot in Cinco Ranch at South Mason Road. 
The 20,000-square-foot house will cost 
about $3 million to construct and is being 
funded by the Ballard Foundation.

• The house will feature 24 suites with room 
for a patient and caregiver, as well as a 
game room, chapels, a serenity garden, 
and community kitchen and dining areas. 
An early fall opening is planned.

Get more value for your money!

CARDIFF RANCH
Homes from the $290s
• Located on FM 1463 north of Fry Road

• Katy ISD • Final opportunities!

visit beazer.com or call 281-850-8628

Pricing, features and availability subject to change without notice. See New Home Counselor for complete 
details. © 2013 Beazer Homes.  01/13  105612

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  
WEB: www.cntmtg.com
TX Broker License #75191

ans anans

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE
MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

Expires 5-31-13

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

SKIP 2 MONTHS OF 
PAYMENTS, ASK US HOW!!

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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I n 1898, Emil Henry Marks registered 
the LH7 brand in Harris County to 
begin breeding cattle on his 63-acre 

ranch in Addicks. In its peak, the ranch 
housed more than 6,000 cattle on 36,000 
acres. It spanned what is now the Addicks 
and Barker reservoirs.

Emil’s grandparents were Prussian 
immigrants who arrived in Galveston in 
1843, and they were charged with caring 
for Emil when he was 10 years old aft er his 
parents died. Th e burden of caring for four 
children overwhelmed Emil’s grandpar-
ents, and he was soon sent to live with 
an aunt and uncle in Pattison where he 
worked as a ranch hand—the beginning of 
his cattleman’s career.

He offi  cially founded the ranch in 
1907, the same year he married Maud 
May Smith. Ten years later, the couple 

Since working as a ranch hand as a teenager, Emil Marks maintained a passion for longhorns.
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”relocated the ranch closer to Barker and 
began staging small riding and roping 
contests to entertain neighboring ranch-
ers who helped him brand his cattle. Th e 
small events eventually gathered steam and 
transformed into an annual ranch rodeo 
that attracted thousands from Houston for 
30 years.

Emil became one of the fi rst Gulf Coast 
cattleman to cross Indian-imported Brah-
man bulls with the longhorn cattle, which 
proved well-suited to the intense Gulf 
Coast climate. Th e LH7 ranch became an 
important supplier of quality Brahman 
breeding for ranches across the South. 

Because he was passionate about pre-
serving the Texas longhorn, which grew 
endangered in the early 1900s, Emil began 
hand-picking a herd of 500 to maintain, 
and is considered one of the seven families 

of longhorn cattle by the Texas Longhorn 
Breeders Association of America.

Emil and Maud’s daughters, Maudeen 
Martha and Atha, who both died in 2009, 
was known in the community for sharing 
their father’s passions. Both were involved 
in the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
and became a lifetime member of the 
Texas Longhorn Breeders Association, and 
Atha was an active member of New Hope 

Presbyterian Church in Katy.
Emil kept the ranch until his death in 

1969. Maudeen and her brother, Travis, 
split the heard and ranching operations. 
Maudeen settled her portion in Bandera 
in 1982 where it still exists as both a ranch 
and vacation resort. 
Sources: Texas State Historical Association, “The 
LH7 Ranch: In Houston’s Shadow” by Deborah 
Lightfoot Sizemore

The Marks Family
Family founded successful LH7 Ranch 
By Carrie Thornton

HISTORY

1840 1880 19601920 2000

Early 1840s
Emil Marks’ grandfather Godhilf 
Marks and family left Querfurt, 
Prussia, and landed in Galveston 
in the Republic of Texas. 

1898
At age 17, Emil registered the LH7 
brand in Harris County anticipating 
the day he would become an 
independent rancher. 

1930s
LH7 ran more than 6,600 heads 
of cattle on a 36,000-acre lease 
between Hwy. 90 and Hockley.

1969
Emil Marks died in Houston, 
and the LH7 Ranch at Barker 
passed to his daughter, 
Maudeen.
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Hospital
Continued from | 1

more space.
“As a provider, this gives us 

more capacity to accommodate 
growth, which we hope translates 
into more convenience,” Barbe 
said.

Job generation from the patient 
tower depends on how fast the 
hospital fi lls it, Barbe said, but 
rough estimates call for 150 new 
full-time jobs to be created by the 
tower’s second year in service.

Memorial Hermann Hospital 
Katy’s Chief of Staff  Dr. Viswa-
nath Kalapatapu said although 
the hospital rarely, if ever, 
reaches full capacity on a normal 
work day, it is important for the 
hospital to stay in front of com-
petition and relevant in a com-
munity with a population grow-

ing at about six percent a year.
“Competition is good for a 

company, because it makes you 
want to make sure you are doing 
the right things,” he said. “It will 
be great when we have more beds 
and we are able to provide oppor-
tunities for health care providers 
to serve the community, includ-
ing physicians. It’s just going to 
improve patient care.”

Keeping up with growth
Population growth has played 

a signifi cant role in Memorial 
Hermann Katy’s own growth. 

“I grew up in Katy and have 
watched the community con-
tinue to grow in the last 30 years; 
the hospital has to grow with it,” 
Kalapatapu said.

In 2006, the hospital opened 
at I-10 and Grand Parkway, aft er 
moving from Pin Oak and I-10. 

“Th e volume growth far 
exceeded our expectations,” Barbe 
said.

In the Katy Area Economic 
Development Council’s 2012 
annual report, area population 

increased six percent from about 
269,000 in 2011 to about 286,000, 
and U.S. Census data reports the 
area’s median age is around 35.

Demographics help the hos-
pital determine future demand 
for specifi c services and depart-
ments, Barbe said.

“One thing is you have a pretty 

Crabtree & Evelyn • Mark Roberts Fairies • China Baroque • Waxing Poetic • Tyler • Th e Th ymes • Department 56 • Jim Shore
Christopher Radko • Lampe Berger • Lollia • Maximal Art • Mary Francis Handbags • Marianna Jewelry • Consuela

Mother’s Day Bracelet Set
Available Starting April 15

Purchase the PANDORA gift  set for $200
Featuring a sterling silver bracelet, two “Beveled” clips, one “Mom” 
charm, and a charm of  your choice valued up to $35 with a travel 

jewelry case (a retail value of $250)

“Bear my Heart” 
Charm $75

“Ears to You”
Get a FREE pair of any earring of your 

choice with purchase of Brighton Necklace 
and Bracelet 

April 26th - May 12th

 ...gift s with style ....home decor

One Mason Plaza • 1648 South Mason Road •  Katy, Texas 77450 
Mon.-Sat. • 10 a.m.-6p.m. Sun. • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

281-395-4595
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What additions in local hospitals would make 
wellness visits more convenient for you?

Take the poll online at 
impactnews.com/kty-poll

Memorial Hermann moved its Katy facility to its current location, a 66-acre site, in 
2006. Once the current expansion is complete, the campus will still have room to grow.

The new six-story patient tower, pictured on the right, will mirror the hospital’s existing tower and increase bed count by about 60.

Major Katy Area HospitalsMemorial Hermann Katy Complex

MEMORIAL HERMANN EXPANSION

CHRISTUS St. Catherine
281-599-5700, www.christusstcatherine.org

701 S. Fry Road

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital
281-644-7000, www.memorialhermann.org

23900 I-10

Methodist West Houston Hospital
832-522-1000, www.methodisthealth.com

18500 I-10

Texas Children’s Hospital: West Campus
832-227-1000, westcampus.texaschildrens.org

18200 I-10

Future St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital
There are currently no immediate plans of 

construction.
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“I grew up in 
Katy and have 
watched the com-
munity continue 
to grow in the 
last 30 years; the 
hospital has to 
grow with it.”

— Dr. Viswanath Kalapatapu, 
Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
chief of staff

young demographic, and that 
tends to drive volume for depart-
ments like [OB-GYN],” he said.

Future
Professional
Building

Existing
Professional
Building Existing

Hospital
Tower

Future
Hospital
Tower

I-10 Frontage Road

I-10 Frontage Road
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Airport
Continued from | 1

Jet Center. 
Construction had initially 

concerned neighboring residen-
tial areas, but Perry said he has 
worked with them to solve the 
problem. In addition, he has 
tried to keep traffi  c moving and 
not have the jets sitting around. 

Promoting growth
Perry said the airport is 

another tool for the Katy area 
to use to attract businesses and 
grow, especially with the Grand 
Parkway construction. 

“Now we have a major airport 
out here that can handle the traf-
fi c,” he said. “It is going to help in 
the future.”

Bob Palladino, a freelance 
pilot at the airport, fl ies  cli-
ents about three times a week 
out of Houston Executive Air-
port. Because of the airport’s 
location, he said, its popularity 
will continue to rise because of 
accessibility as opposed to neigh-
boring airports. 

 At William Hobby Airport, 
Palladino said, can take him 
an additional half hour to leave 
because of traffi  c backups on the 

runway. At Houston Executive, 
clients can be  in the air by 7 a.m. 
and arrive at their destination  
without the extra wait.

Th orough logistical planning 
benefi ts the pilots, he said, who 
can prepare to fl y clients faster.  
In addition, the canopy will help 
with the wait.

“If you are sitting there for two 
hours, it can get pretty hot in the 
cabin if you are sitting out in the 
sun,” Palladino said. “Between 
the new terminal and the canopy, 
more fractional airlines and their 
customers will want to come in 
and out of there.”

Local economic development 
organizations say the airport 
improvements will give the Katy 
area additional leverage when 
talking to businesses with that 
require a nearby airport.

“Th is is going to make it a lot 
easier because now we will have 
fi rst-class terminal facilities that 
companies will want to use,” said 
Vince Yokom, executive director 
of the Waller County Economic 
Development Partnership.

Lance LaCour, president and 
CEO of the Katy Economic 
Development Council, said the 
projects will enable the city to 
go aft er larger companies and 
corporate aviation projects, 

especially those related to the 
energy industry.

Meanwhile, Perry said, the 
airport has room to grow. In the 
last 10 months, it has expanded 
hangar lease space to more than 
122,000 square feet. Th e new ter-
minal building will also provide 
offi  ce space.

Th e airport has 18 employees 
of its own and 50 overall includ-
ing the businesses. Th ere are 75 
businesses using the airport, and 
Perry said he expects that num-
ber to continue to grow. In the 
future, he would like to extend 
the 6,600-foot runway and add 
to the number of hangars.

“Our vision is to off er cor-
porate business aviation the 
opportunity to get out of western 
Houston in a timely fashion with 
the ability to expand and grow in 
the future,” he said.

Th e center is named aft er Ron 
Henriksen, who also opened 
Austin Executive Airport. Hen-
riksen began building the airport 
in 2005 when he saw a need for a 
private airport in west Houston. 
He opened it in 2007.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
Source: Houston Executive Airport
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Morton Rd.

Hwy. 90

Under construction

Existing terminal or hangar

Existing runway or road

Future corporate hangar

Future runway

Future T-hangar

A new 22,500 sq. ft.

TERMINAL
The worlds largest

 FBO*

at 32,800 sq. ft.

Expansions and improvements at

Improvements

Business Use

Estimated cost of both
projects is 

$5 MILLION
and they are both set

to open in

 MAY 2013

FBO* - Fixed-based 
operator arrival canopy

75
business currently 
utilize the airport

Join us for a free screening and stroke education seminar, 
led by our stroke expert, Dr. Mohammad Al Baeer:  

Thursday, May 23 | 5 – 7 p.m.
Methodist West Houston Hospital 

For more information and to register, call 713-790-3333
or visit methodisthealth.com/strokeseminarevent. 

Registration is required for your screening.

Don’t let a 

stroke 
alter your 
life story.

80 percent of strokes 
are preventable. So 
while you can’t control all 
the factors that can lead to a 
stroke, we want you to know 
more about the ones you 
can control.  

Methodist West Houston 
Hospital is committed to 
educating our community 
about the warning signs and 
risk factors for stroke. Because 
the more you know, the better 
prepared you’ll be to live a 
longer, healthier life.
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Mention this ad when
registering at the Homefinder Lodge 

and receive a $25 Gas Card!***
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As with any financial decision, buyers are encouraged t    o do their own due diligence when selecting a 
home builder. Woodforest makes no representation or warranties on the quality of the homebuilders. 
Prices and availability are subject to change without notice. *Based on the number of new home 
sales in 2012, Metrostudy and RCLCO. **According to Bohlke Consulting Group. ***Gas card 
limited to one per registration.   Realtors Welcome. Offer expires April 30, 2013. 4/13

Ranked 7th in Houston and
among the nation’s 20 top selling

master-planned communities*

Moving to
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Featured Neighborhood
Pine Mill Ranch, 77494

Build-out year: 2015

Number of builders: 2

Square footage: 1,609-6,161

Home values: $138,000–$506,522

HOA dues (estimated): $654.50

Amenities: Bike and walking trails, green belts, 
community lakes, swimming pools, tennis courts, 
recreation center, parks

Nearby attractions: LaCenterra, Villagio, Katy Mills Mall

Property taxes:
Fort Bend MUD 57 1.450000
Forth Bend County Drainage 0.019000
Fort Bend County ESD #2 0.098000
Fort Bend County General Fund 0.480760
Katy ISD 1.526600

Total (per $100 value) 3.574360

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

4/5 Bed / 3.5 Bath 3,800 sq. ft. $369,900
Broker: Realm Real Estate  281-598-5800

26630 Boulder Cove 

4 Bed / 3 Bath 3,287 sq. ft. $319,900
Broker: Keller Williams Realty Metropolitan  713-621-8001 

26630 Godfrey Cove

4 Bed / 3 Bath 3,274 sq. ft. $325,000
Broker: Stromatt & Associates, Inc. 713-270-4477

3703 Monarch Grove

4 Bed / 3.5 Bath 3,433 sq. ft. $264,900
Broker: Keller Williams Premier Realty 281-220-2100 

3619 Quail Springs

On the market  (April 1, 2013) Monthly home sales

Homes on the market (As of April 1, 2013)

Annual home sales (April 1, 2012–March 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 42

No. of homes under contract 22

Average days on the market 71

No. of homes sold 186

Square footage (low/high) 1,609 / 6,161

Selling price (low/high) $138,000 / $506,522

Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 152 17 14 –– –– 72 35 75 ––

$150,000–$199,999 –– 87 11 23 15 –– 58 40 67 39

$200,000–$299,999 1 2 12 24 96 60 124 19 112 68

$300,000–$399,999 3 –– 16 1 154 133 –– 16 49 83

$400,000–$499,999 3 –– 14 4 57 12 –– 65 39 50

$500,000–$599,999 1 –– 4 2 25 17 –– 71 41 74

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– 3 2 37 79 –– 16 54 62

$800,000–$999,999 3 –– 5 –– 7 25 –– 155 –– 78

$1 million + 3 –– 1 2 7 176 –– 54 50 68

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

February 2012 11 72 46 81 130 $443,709 $95,992 $180,932 $133,360 $288,186

February 2013 10 115 80 26 142 $422,900 $115,585 $205,371 $150,122 $277,624

January 2013 9 99 59 22 107 $349,652 $113,316 $196,202 $143,924 $282,403

December 2012 8 109 73 29 168 $319,875 $112,442 $205,574 $147,478 $289,019

November 2012 10 123 70 25 17 $385,505 $111,437 $226,244 $158,745 $317,752

October 2012 3 –– 7 –– 118 $323,950 $109,971 $230,216 $180,471 $304,949

September 2012 1 –– 4 2 52 $377,490 $107,774 $211,439 $180,154 $304,954

August 2012 –– –– 2 –– 21 $493,269 $110,024 $232,080 $163,684 $295,834

July 2012 2 –– 1 –– 16 $336,217 $106,886 $251,378 $205,942 $297,060

And Who Should I Trust?
It’s been said that most Sellers want the 
same fi ve things:

They want the highest price possible…
in the shortest amount of time…with 
the least amount of inconvenience.  They 
also want to have good communication 
between themselves and the agent they 
hire and they would like to see a diligent 
eff ort by the Realtor.

The professionals at Coldwell Banker 
United, REALTORS are focused on using 
their expertise, their dedication, their 
relocation and brand leadership, and any 
other skills that will help Sellers. What 
they can also do is be honest, provide 
the necessary information to make 
good decisions and then deliver on their 
promises.

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Appreciation Advantage offer of potential discounts over $400 is based on estimated combined fee waivers and rate reduction for special offers. Please consult a 
banker for details on savings and duration for individual product and services offers. Please also refer to the Business Account Fee and Information Schedule for 
detail on monthly service fee waivers and other discounts. Offers may be modified or withdrawn at any time without notice and may not be transferable. Discounts 
noted above are based on standard fees applicable to selected business products. Terms and conditions of accounts, products, programs, and services are 
subject to change. All applications are subject to approval. 

© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (895411_08171)

When we say we appreciate  
your business, we mean it

We applaud the efforts of small business owners 
everywhere. We are ready to help with banking services 
that can help you manage and grow your business.

Talk to us today about our Appreciation Advantage offer by 
calling 1-877-436-4170 or contact your local banker today.

wellsfargo.com/appreciation

You could  
save over

$400
with our Appreciation 
Advantage� offer
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